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Sexual Assaults Recorded by Law
Enforcement, 2015

This report presents statistics on sexual assault victimizations that were reported to NIBRS in 2015 by law
enforcement agencies in 15 states. The National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) captures detailed
information on four types of violent sexual assaults recorded by law enforcement: rape , sodomy , sexual
assault with an object , and fondling . This report contains interactive charts that compare the demographic
characteristics of sexual assaults to victims of other serious violent crimes, estimates of sexual victimization
rates by victim demographic characteristics, and statistics on police clearance and arrest outcomes for sexual
assaults. Data for this report were submitted by state and local law enforcement agencies from 15 states
certified by the FBI to report all of their 2015 crime data to NIBRS. Those 15 NIBRS-certified states are
highlighted in the map below.

Click a state to create report
 click another state to refresh
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In 2015 in South Carolina—

14% of all violent
victimizations involved a
sexual assault; the percentage
was higher for females (12%)
than for males (2%).

■ There were 77.9 sexual
assault victimizations per
100,000 persons; the rate
was 6 times higher for
juveniles (224.4) than for
adults (35.2).

■

The average age of sexual
assault victims was 11 years
for males and 19 years for
females.

■ 93% of sexual assault
victimizations were
committed by someone the
victim knew.

■
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PART 1
 Violent Victimizations That Involved a

Sexual Assault

Over one-eighth of all violent victimizations recorded by law enforcement in South Carolina involved a sexual
assault offense of rape, sexual assault with an object, sodomy, or fondling.

Violent victimizations that involved a sexual assault, South Carolina, 2015

SEXUAL ASSAULT NON-SEXUAL VIOLENT CRIME

Total

(27,133)

Violent victimizations
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Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: See Methodology for description of sexual assault victimizations and non-sexual violent crime victimizations.
 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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Most sexual assaults—85%—were against a female victim, while males were the majority—58%—of victims of
non-sexual violent crimes, such as robbery, aggravated assault, kidnapping, and homicide.

In 2015, sexual assaults against females made up a sizeable portion
 —about 12%—of all violent victimizations recorded by South Carolina law enforcement agencies.

Violent victimizations that involved a sexual assault, by victim sex, South Carolina, 2015

FEMALE MALE

TotalVictimization type

Sexual assault ■ (3,811)

Non-sexual violent crime ■ (22,541)

Violent victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 781 violent victimizations for which victim sex is unknown. See Methodology for description of sexual assault victimizations and 
non-sexual violent crime victimizations.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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On average, sexual assault victims were younger than victims of non-sexual violence. The majority—65%—of
sexual assaults in South Carolina were against juvenile victims age 17 or younger, while juveniles accounted for
a considerably smaller portion—12%—of non-sexual violent victimizations.

Sexual assaults against juveniles made up 9% of all violent crimes handled by South Carolina law enforcement
in 2015.

Violent victimizations that involved a sexual assault, by victim age, South Carolina, 2015

JUVENILES ADULTS

TotalVictimization type

Sexual assault ■ (3,789)

Non-sexual violent crime ■ (22,266)

Violent victimizations
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Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 1,078 violent victimizations for which victim age is unknown. See Methodology for description of sexual assault victimizations, 
non-sexual violent crime victimizations, and adult and juvenile age categories.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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 of violent crime victims ages 14 to 17 experienced a
sexual assault, compared to 9% of victims ages 18 to 24.

Nearly three-fi�hs of the violent crimes experienced by victims ages 5 to 13 involved a sexual assault, making
the victims in this age group the most likely to experience violence of a sexual nature.

Violent victimizations against youth age 17 or younger were more likely to involve a sexual assault than violent
victimizations against victims age 18 or older. About 38%

Violent victimizations that involved a sexual assault, by victim age, South Carolina, 2015

SEXUAL ASSAULT NON-SEXUAL VIOLENT CRIME

TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (805)

5-13 ■ (2,231)

14-17 ■ (2,052)

18-24 ■ (5,358)

25-34 ■ (6,450)

35-64 ■ (8,441)

65 or older ■ (718)

Violent victimizations
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Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 1,078 violent victimizations for which victim age is unknown. See Methodology for description of sexual assault victimizations and 
non-sexual violent crime victimizations.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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Violent crimes against young females were more likely to involve a violent sexual assault than those committed
against young males. About 73% of violent crimes against females ages 5 to 13 involved a sexual assault,
compared to 35% for males in the same age group.

Violent victimizations of females that involved a sexual
assault, by victim age, South Carolina, 2015

SEXUAL ASSAULT NON-SEXUAL VIOLENT CRIME
TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (455)

5-13 ■ (1,378)

14-17 ■ (1,171)

18-24 ■ (2,519)

25-34 ■ (3,052)

35-64 ■ (3,668)

65 or older ■ (278)

Violent victimizations of females
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Note: Excludes 145 violent victimizations of females for which
victim age is unknown. See Methodology for description of 
sexual assault victimizations and 
non-sexual violent crime victimizations.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.


Download
chart data

Violent victimizations of males that involved a sexual
assault, by victim age, South Carolina, 2015

SEXUAL ASSAULT NON-SEXUAL VIOLENT CRIME
TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (348)

5-13 ■ (853)

14-17 ■ (881)

18-24 ■ (2,838)

25-34 ■ (3,395)

35-64 ■ (4,765)

65 or older ■ (437)

Violent victimizations of males
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Note: Excludes 169 violent victimizations of males for which victim
age is unknown. See Methodology for description of 
sexual assault victimizations and 
non-sexual violent crime victimizations.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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S E X U A L  A S S A U LT  O F F E N S E  T Y P E S

PART 2
Characteristics of Sexual Assault Victims

and Incidents

Sexual victimization and abuse can take on various forms. NIBRS captures information on four unique sexual assault
offense types: rape, sodomy, sexual assault with an object, and fondling. Rape, sexual assault with an object, and
sodomy offenses form the basis of the official UCR definition of rape in the United States. NIBRS provides detailed
information about the context of sexual assault victimizations, such as the demographic characteristics of victims and
offenders, the type of location and time of day during which these victimizations occur, the relationship of the victim to
the offender, and the type of weapon or force used by the offender.

The majority of sexual assault victimizations recorded by South Carolina law enforcement in 2015 consisted of
fondling (40%) and rape (45%).

Sexual assault victimizations, by offense type, South Carolina, 2015

RAPE SODOMY SEXUAL ASSAULT WITH AN OBJECT FONDLING

Total

(3,812)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: See Methodology for description of sexual assault offense types.
 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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The age groups with the highest proportion of rapes recorded by law enforcement were victims ages 14 to 17
(25%) and ages 18 to 24 (20%). Approximately 45% of sodomy and 49% of fondling victimizations were
committed against victims in one age group—children ages 5 to 13. Cases of fondling against children in this
age group accounted for one-fi�h (19%) of all sexual assaults recorded in 2015.

Sexual assault victimizations, by offense type and victim age, South Carolina, 2015

UNDER 5 5-13 14-17 18-24 25-34 35-64 65 OR OLDER

TotalOffense type

Rape ■ (1,720)

Sodomy ■ (390)

Sexual assault with an object ■ (178)

Fondling ■ (1,501)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 23 sexual assault victimizations for which victim age is unknown. See Methodology for description of sexual assault offense types.
Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.

 Download 
 chart data

Percent of offense type Percent of sexual assault victimizations
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S E X U A L  A S S A U LT  V I C T I M S  A N D  O F F E N D E R S

Most sexual assaults recorded by law enforcement were committed by someone the victim knew, typically a
friend or acquaintance (53%) or a non-intimate family member (31%).

A small fraction—7%—of sexual assaults were committed by a stranger.

Sexual assault victimizations, by victim-offender relationship, South Carolina, 2015

INTIMATE PARTNER OTHER FAMILY FRIEND/ACQUAINTANCE STRANGER

Total

(3,305)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: Excludes 507 sexual assault victimizations for which victim-offender relationship is unknown. See Methodology for description of 
victim-offender relationship categories.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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The majority of sexual assaults were committed against victims ages 5 to 17. Victimizations against children
ages 5 to 13 accounted for over one-third of all sexual assaults recorded by law enforcement, and those against
children ages 14 to 17 accounted for one-fi�h.

Sexual assaults against children were far less likely to be committed by a stranger than those against victims
age 18 or older.

Family members committed over two-thirds (69%) of all sexual assaults against young children under age 5 and
half (50%) of those against children ages 5 to 13. Most sexual assaults against victims age 14 or older were
committed by friends and acquaintances.

Sexual assault victimizations, by victim age, South Carolina, 2015

TotalVictim age

Under 5 (362)

5-13 (1,312)

14-17 (775)

18-24 (506)

25-34 (394)

35-64 (420)

65 or older (20)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: Excludes 23 sexual assault victimizations for which victim age is unknown. 
 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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The overwhelming majority of sexual assaults—95%—were committed by a male offender.

Sexual assault victimizations, by offender sex, South Carolina, 2015

FEMALE MALE

Total

(3,620)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: Excludes 192 sexual assault victimizations for which offender sex is unknown. 
 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.

 Download 
 chart data

The portion of sexual assaults committed by a male offender was highest among those against victims ages 65
or older.

Sexual assault victimizations, by victim age and offender sex, South Carolina, 2015

FEMALE MALE

TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (335)

5-13 ■ (1,224)

14-17 ■ (756)

18-24 ■ (482)

25-34 ■ (383)

35-64 ■ (401)

65 or older ■ (18)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 23 sexual assault victimizations for which victim age is unknown and 192 sexual assault victimizations for which offender sex is
unknown. 

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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Sexual assault victimizations of females, by victim age
and offender sex, South Carolina, 2015

FEMALE MALE
TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (234)

5-13 ■ (948)

14-17 ■ (697)

18-24 ■ (451)

25-34 ■ (365)

35-64 ■ (386)

65 or older ■ (16)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Note: Excludes 19 sexual assault victimizations of females for which
victim age is unknown and 143 sexual assault victimizations of
females for which offender sex is unknown. 

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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Sexual assault victimizations of males, by victim age and
offender sex, South Carolina, 2015

FEMALE MALE
TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (101)

5-13 ■ (276)

14-17 ■ (59)

18-24 ■ (31)

25-34 ■ (18)

35-64 ■ (15)

65 or older ■ (2)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Note: Excludes 3 sexual assault victimizations of males for which
victim age is unknown and 48 sexual assault victimizations of
males for which offender sex is unknown. 

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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T Y P E  O F  W E A P O N  A N D  F O R C E  U S E D

Nearly four-fi�hs—78%—of all sexual assaults were committed using personal weapons, such as the offender’s
hands, fists, feet, arms, teeth, etc. while nearly one-fi�h (17%) involved no weapon or force.

Firearms were rarely used to commit sexual assaults. In South Carolina in 2015, 1.5% of all sexual assaults were
committed with a firearm.

Sexual assault victimizations, by weapon type, South Carolina, 2015

NONE FIREARM PERSONAL WEAPONS OTHER WEAPON DRUG OR POISON

Total

(3,653)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: Excludes 159 sexual assault victimizations for which weapon type is unknown. See Methodology for description of weapon types.
 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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Firearms were rarely used to commit sexual assaults, regardless of the type of sexual assault committed. A
firearm was used in 2.8% of rape offense victimizations and in 1.3%, 0%, and 0.3% of victimizations that
involved sodomy, sexual assault with an object, or fondling, respectively.

Sexual assault victimizations, by offense type and weapon type, South Carolina, 2015

NONE FIREARM PERSONAL WEAPONS OTHER WEAPON DRUG OR POISON

TotalOffense type

Rape ■ (1,634)

Sodomy ■ (372)

Sexual assault with an object ■ (165)

Fondling ■ (1,482)

Sexual assault victimizations
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 159 sexual assault victimizations for which weapon type is unknown. See Methodology for description of weapon types and 
sexual assault offense types.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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T I M E  O F  D A Y  A N D  L O C AT I O N  O F  S E X U A L  A S S A U LTS

Sex offenders used personal weapons such as hands, fists, feet, arms, teeth, etc. in 71% or more of sexual
assault victimizations, regardless of whether the offender was a stranger (71%) or someone the victim knew,
such as an acquaintance (78%) or an intimate partner (77%).

In 2015, there were 20 recorded sexual assault victimizations (0.6% of all sexual assault victimizations)
committed by a stranger armed with a gun.

Sexual assault victimizations, by victim-offender relationship and weapon type, South Carolina, 2015

NONE FIREARM PERSONAL WEAPONS OTHER WEAPON DRUG OR POISON

TotalVictim-offender relationship

Intimate partner ■ (261)

Other family ■ (991)

Friend/acquaintance ■ (1,705)

Stranger ■ (233)

Sexual assault victimizations
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Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 507 sexual assault victimizations for which victim-offender relationship is unknown and 159 sexual assault victimizations for
which weapon type is unknown. 

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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Sexual assault victimizations recorded by law enforcement peaked at 8 a.m. and 12pm

However, the time of day at which sexual assaults occurred was strongly correlated with victim age. A juvenile
was the victim in most sexual assaults that occurred between the daytime hours of 8:00 am and 6:00 pm.
Persons age 18 or older were the most common victims of sexual assaults that occurred in the late evening and
early morning hours between 11:00 pm and 6:00 am.

Sexual assault victimizations, by incident time of day, South Carolina, 2015

TotalIncident hour
6am (56)
7am (87)
8am (276)
9am (121)

10am (84)
11am (90)
12pm (273)
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5pm (168)
6pm (167)
7pm (141)
8pm (142)
9pm (136)

10pm (152)
11pm (142)
12am (136)

1am (129)
2am (109)
3am (93)
4am (55)
5am (48)

Sexual assault victimizations
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Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: Excludes 336 sexual assault victimizations for which incident hour is unknown. See Methodology for description of 
data transformations to values for incident time of day.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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The majority of sexual assaults were committed in a private location, such as a residence or hotel, regardless of
the time of day during which the incident occurred.

Sexual assault victimizations, by location type and incident time of day, South Carolina, 2015

0.0%

7.3%

Circle size represents % out of total number of sexual assault victimizations.
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Hover over circles for more detail.

Note: Excludes 336 sexual assault victimizations for which incident hour is unknown and 73 sexual assault victimizations for which location type
is unknown. See Methodology for description of data transformations to values for incident time of day and for location type.

 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System, 2015.
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PART 3
 Rates of Sexual Assault Victimization, by Victim Demographics

Information on victim characteristics in NIBRS was combined with U.S. Census population
estimates to calculate victimization rates for select demographic groups. The charts below
display the overall sexual assault victimization rate for the state and rates for persons
grouped by sex, race, and age. When expressed as a rate per 100,000 residents, NIBRS
victimization data provides one indicator of the extent to which some demographic groups
are at greater risk of sexual assault victimization relative to their share of the state
population.

In 2015, there were 77.9 sexual assault victimizations per 100,000 South Carolina residents. The rate was 6
times higher for females (129.4) than for males (23.2).

Rates of sexual assault victimization, by victim sex, South Carolina, 2015

STATE RATE

Total sexual assault victimizations

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600

Female (3,258)

Male (553)

Rate per 100,000 persons

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

Note: Excludes 1 sexual assault victimization for which victim sex is unknown. 
 Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Incident-Based Reporting System2015; and U.S.

Census Bureau, Annual Population Estimates Program, 2015.
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The rate of sexual assault victimization in South Carolina was 99.3 per 100,000 for blacks, compared to 71.7 for
whites, 15.1 for Native Americans/Alaska Natives, and 38.5 for persons of other races.

Rates of sexual assault victimization, by victim race, South Carolina, 2015
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In South Carolina, black females experienced the highest rate of sexual assault victimization (158.1 per
100,000), about 2 times the overall rate for South Carolina (77.9).

Rates of sexual assault victimization, by victim sex and victim race, South Carolina, 2015
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Teens ages 14 to 17 experienced the highest rate of sexual assault victimization, compared to other age groups.
In 2015, police recorded an estimated 775 sexual assaults against persons ages 14 to 17 (312.0 per 100,000), a
rate 4 times higher than the overall rate (77.9) for South Carolina.

The rate of sexual assault victimization for females ages 14 to 17 (581.0 per 100,000) was 11 times higher than
the rate for boys in this same age group (52.2 per 100,000) and 7 times higher than the overall rate for South
Carolina (77.9).

Rates of sexual assault victimization, by victim age, South Carolina, 2015
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Note: Excludes 23 sexual assault victimizations for which victim age is unknown. 
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PART 4
Clearance and Arrest

NIBRS is the only source of incident-based crime data that also provides information about whether sexual assault
incidents are cleared and whether law enforcement agencies make an arrest. NIBRS also allows users to examine
whether police clearance and arrest outcomes vary according to attributes of the incident, such as the type of sexual
assault(s) committed, whether the victim and offender were strangers, whether a weapon was used, and the time of day
and location of the incident.

The result is a detailed picture of law enforcement handling of sexual assault incidents that come to their attention. For
each sexual assault recorded by law enforcement, NIBRS captures information on whether the incident was cleared and
whether the incident was cleared by arrest or by exceptional means. Sexual assault incidents that are cleared by
exceptional means are considered solved for administrative purposes but do not result in an arrest or in the prosecution
of the offender(s).

At least 34% of murder/non-negligent manslaughter, aggravated assault, or kidnapping incidents resulted in an
arrest. For sexual assault incidents, 17% resulted in an arrest.

Under certain circumstances, law enforcement agencies may clear an incident by exceptional means rather
than arrest. While the incident is still considered cleared, the clearance does not result in the arrest or
conviction of an offender. In South Carolina, the exceptional clearance rate for sexual assaults was 16%,
compared to 6% for robberies, 14% for aggravated assaults, and 8% for kidnappings.

Violent crime incidents that were cleared by arrest, cleared by exceptional means, or not cleared, by offense type, South
Carolina, 2015
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For every age category, at least 62% of sexual assault incidents were not cleared by law enforcement. Sexual
assault incidents involving victims ages 14 to 17 had the highest percentage of incidents resulting in an arrest.

Sexual assault incidents that were cleared by arrest, cleared by exceptional means, or not cleared, by victim age, South Carolina,
2015

CLEARED BY ARREST EXCEPTIONAL CLEARANCE NOT CLEARED

TotalVictim age

Under 5 ■ (311)

5-13 ■ (1,128)

14-17 ■ (747)

18-24 ■ (496)

25-34 ■ (390)

35-64 ■ (432)

65 or older ■ (26)

Sexual assault incidents
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Hover over bars for more detail.
 Hover over a category in legend to isolate that category.

view chart as:

Note: Excludes 19 sexual assault incidents for which victim age is unknown. See Methodology for descriptions of cleared, cleared by arrest, and 
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