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History of the Identity Theft Supplement (ITS) 

2004-2008: 
Household identity
theft data captured 2008: ITS first 

on NCVS administered 

2007: President’s 2012: Redesigned 
Identity Theft Task ITS administered 
Force report with 
recommendation 
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History of the ITS, cont. 

2014: ITS 2018: ITS 
administered administered 

2016: ITS 2019-2020: 
administered research 

conducted to 
address concerns 
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2021 Identity Theft Supplement 
• Research resulted in changes to the ITS questionnaire: 

• Exclusion of attempted identity theft 
• Addition of dual reference period (lifetime and past year) for each type of 

identity theft 
• Ask for month and year of most recent occurrence of each type of past year 

identity theft 
• Addition of separate screener question for misuse of existing email and social 

media accounts 
• Revised ITS administered July-December 2021 
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ITS methodology 

• Persons age 16 or older who complete an NCVS interview 

Eligible respondents 

• 6 months of data collection 

Timing of data collection 

Definition of identity theft 

• The theft of personal information which typically occurs beyond the victim’s consent, knowledge, and control which leads to the misuse 
of an existing account, opening of a new account, or other fraudulent purposes. 

Types of identity theft captured 

• Misuse of an existing bank account 
• Misuse of an existing credit card account 
• Misuse of an existing email/social media account 
• Misuse of other type of existing account 
• Misuse of personal information to open a new account 
• Misuse of personal information for other fraudulent purposes 
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 ITS questionnaire structure 
• Screener 

• Types of identity theft (lifetime and past year) 
• Date of most recent occurrence of each type of past year ID theft 

• Details of the most recent incident 
• How/when the ID theft was discovered 
• Victim response-contacting law enforcement, credit bureaus, etc. 
• Victim impact-– emotional and physical toll, impact on personal relationships 
• Offender information – identity, method used to access information 
• Financial Impact- direct loss, out-of-pocket loss, etc. 

• Long Term Victimization and Consequences- problems with identity theft that 
occurred more than a year ago 

• Preventative measures-shredding documents, checking credit reports, etc. 
• Data breach-was SSN included in breach? 
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ITS webpage: 
https://bjs.ojp.gov/data-
collection/identity-theft-
supplement-its 
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Infographics 

Text Text 
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Questions? 
• View other Knowledge Corner videos on YouTube 

• See the NCVS page on the BJS website for more information on the NCVS 
• See the NCVS, 2016: Technical Documentation for more information about the methodology and 

instrumentation 

• Email AskBJS@usdoj.gov with questions – emails are forwarded to BJS statisticians 
with topical expertise 

• Access NCVS public-use data files at the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data 
(NACJD) at the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) 

• See the annual codebooks for more information 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JgkYZd2ny5I&list=PLgdUIL_72H434XHpcT7W9RX87d_ILGWTa
https://bjs.ojp.gov/programs/ncvs
https://bjs.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh236/files/media/document/ncvstd16.pdf
mailto:AskBJS@usdoj.gov
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/series/95
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