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1.	 About the Arrest Data Analysis Tool
This dynamic data analysis tool allows you to generate graphs and tables of arrest data 
in the U.S. from 1980 through the most recent year that data are available. You can view 
national arrest estimates detailed by offense, age, sex, and race. This tool also enables 
you to view agency-level arrest counts from local law enforcement agencies. The 
underlying data are from the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program. 

2.	 How to access the Arrest Data Analysis Tool
You can access the arrest data tool from the BJS home page at https://www.bjs.gov/.

�� Select Data Analysis Tools on the top navigation bar. Disregard the drop-down 
menu. Click once on the heading Data Analysis Tools (figure 1).

Figure 1. BJS Home Page

�� The All Data Analysis Tools page lists all BJS and partner data analysis tools. The 
arrest data analysis tool appears below (figure 2).

Figure 2. All Data Analysis Tools home page
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�� Select the Arrest Data Analysis Tool Home Page (Resource Link) found after the short 
description text under Arrest Data Analysis Tool. This will lead you to the arrest tool 
home page (figure 3).

Figure 3. Arrest Data Analysis Tool home page link on the All Data Analysis Tools page

3.	 National arrest estimates
Select National Estimates from the arrest tool home page (figure 4) to display the menu 
items. The first tab allows you to view annual tables of national arrest estimates. The 
next four tabs enable you to create tables and graphs of arrest trends by offense, sex, 
and age of the offender or by offense, race, and age group (juvenile or adult) of the 
offender. The final tab lets you generate age-arrest curves by offense and sex. Due to the 
structure of the raw data from the FBI, the tool is unable to generate arrest statistics for 
subpopulations that combine age, sex, and race (e.g., 24-year-old white males). 

Figure 4. National Estimates menu page
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3.1.	 Annual tables of national arrest estimates by age, sex, and race
�� Select Annual Tables from the National Estimates menu (figure 5). Select 

the year and offender characteristics that you would like to include in your 
analysis.

Figure 5. Selection form to create an annual table of national arrest estimates by 
age and sex

�� Select the Generate Results tab at the bottom of the form (figure 5). You may 
need to wait for a few seconds as the results are generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 6.

�� Scroll down the results page to see all of the offenses and the relevant 
footnotes. You may also need to scroll across the page to see additional 
demographic data.

Figure 6. Sample annual table of national arrest estimates by age and sex

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. You 
may need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.
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3.2.	 Trend graphs of national arrest estimates by age and sex
�� Select Trend Graphs by Sex from the National Estimates menu (figure 7). Select 

the age and sex of the offender and the offense that you would like to include 
in your analysis.

Figure 7. Selection form to create trend graphs of national arrest estimates by age 
and sex

�� Select the Make Counts Graph tab or the Make Rates Graph tab at the bottom 
of the form (figure 7). You may need to wait for a few seconds as the results are 
generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 8.

�� You may need to scroll down or across the results page to see the entire graph, 
including the footnotes.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. 
Whether you choose rate estimates or count estimates, the exported data 
include counts, rates, and annual population numbers. You may need to wait 
for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

Figure 8. Sample trend graph of national arrest estimates by age and sex
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3.3.	 Trend tables of national arrest estimates by age and sex
�� Select Trend Tables by Sex from the National Estimates menu (figure 9). Select 

the age and sex of the offender, offenses, and years that you would like to 
include in your analysis.

Figure 9. Selection form to create trend tables of national arrest estimates by age 
and sex

�� Select the Make Counts Table tab or the Make Rates Table tab at the bottom of 
the form (figure 9). You may need to wait for a few seconds as the results are 
generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 10.

�� Scroll down the results page to see all of the offenses listed and the footnotes. 
You may also need to scroll across the page to see additional demographic 
data. The results include the annual population in the last row of the table.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. You 
may need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

Figure 10. Sample trend table of national arrest estimates by age and sex
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3.4.	 Trend graphs of national arrest estimates by age group and race
�� Select Trend Graphs by Race from the National Estimates menu (figure 11). 

Select the race and age group (juvenile or adult) of the offender and the 
offenses that you would like to include in your analysis.

Figure 11. Selection form to create trend graphs of national arrest estimates by 
age group and race

�� Select the Make Counts Graph tab or the Make Rates Graph tab at the bottom 
of the form (figure 11). You may need to wait for a few seconds as the results 
are generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 12.

�� You may need to scroll down or across the results page to see the entire graph, 
including the footnotes.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. 
Whether you choose rate estimates or count estimates, the exported data 
include counts, rates, and annual population numbers. You may need to wait 
for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

Figure 12. Sample trend graph of national arrest estimates by age group and race
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3.5.	 Trend tables of national arrest estimates by age group and race
�� Select Trend Tables by Race from the National Estimates menu (figure 13). 

Select the race and age group (juvenile or adult) of the offender, the offenses, 
and the years that you would like to include in your analysis.

Figure 13. Selection form to create trend tables of national arrest estimates by 
age group and race

�� Select the Make Counts Table or the Make Rates Table tab at the bottom of 
the form (figure 13). You may need to wait for a few seconds as the results are 
generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 14.

�� Scroll down the results page to see all of the offenses listed and the footnotes. 
You may also need to scroll across the page to see additional demographic 
data. The results include the annual population in the last row of the table.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. You 
may need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

Figure 14. Sample trend table of national arrest estimates by age group and race
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3.6.	 Age-arrest curves
�� Select Age-Arrest Curves from the National Estimates menu (figure 15). You 

may select one offense from the first menu. Hold down the control key if you 
would like to select more than one year from the second menu. The third 
menu allows you to separate out age-arrest curves for males or females.

Figure 15. Selection form to create age-arrest curves

�� Select the Make Graph tab at the bottom of the form (figure 15). You may 
need to wait for a few seconds as the results are generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 16.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. The 
exported data include counts, rates, and annual population numbers. You may 
need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

Figure 16. Sample age-arrest curve
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4.	 Agency-level arrests
Select Agency-Level Counts from the arrest tool home page to display the menu 
items (figure 17). The first tab allows you to create annual tables of arrests by offense 
and offender age, sex, and race for individual law enforcement agencies. The second 
tab lets you create trend tables of an agency’s arrests by offense and the sex and 
age of the offender. The third tab lets you create trend tables of an agency’s arrests 
by offense and the offender’s race and age group (juvenile or adult). Due to the 
structure of the raw data from the FBI, the tool is unable to generate arrest statistics 
for subpopulations that combine age, sex, and race (e.g., 24-year-old white males).

Figure 17. Agency-Level Counts menu page

4.1.	 Annual tables of agency-level arrests

�� Select Annual Tables from the Agency-Level Counts menu (figure 18). Select 
the state, law enforcement agency, year, and offender characteristics that you 
would like to include in your analysis.

Figure 18. Selection form to create annual tables of agency-level arrests



ARREST DATA ANALYSIS TOOL USER’S GUIDE			          11

�� Select the Generate Results tab at the bottom of the form (figure 18). You 
may need to wait for a few seconds as the results are generated.

�� The results of the analysis are displayed in figure 19.

�� Scroll down the results page to see all of the offenses and the relevant 
footnotes. You may also need to scroll across the page to see additional 
demographic data.

Figure 19. Sample annual table of agency-level arrests

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. You 
may need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

4.2.	 Trend tables of agency-level arrests by age and sex
�� Select Trend Tables by Sex from the Agency-Level Counts menu (figure 20). 

Select the age and sex of offender, offenses, years, and the law enforcement 
agency that you would like to include in your analysis.

Figure 20. Selection form to create trend tables of agency-level arrests by age and 
sex
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�� Select the Generate Results tab at the bottom of the form (figure 20). You 
may need to wait for a few seconds as the results are generated.

�� The results of the counts analysis are displayed in figure 21.

�� Scroll down the results page to see all of the offenses listed and the footnotes. 
You may also need to scroll across the page to see additional demographic 
data.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. You 
may need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

Figure 21. Sample trend table of agency-level arrests by age and sex

4.3.	 Trend tables of agency-level arrests by age group and race
�� Select Trend Tables by Race from the Agency-Level Counts menu (figure 22). 

Select the race and age group (juvenile or adult) of the offender, types of 
offenses, years, and law enforcement agency that you would like to include in 
your analysis.

Figure 22. Selection form for trend tables of agency-level arrests by age group 
and race
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�� Select the Generate Results tab at the bottom of the form (figure 22). You 
may need to wait for a few seconds as the results are generated.

�� The results of the counts analysis are displayed in figure 23.

�� Scroll down the results page to see all of the offenses listed and the footnotes. 
You may also need to scroll across the page to see additional demographic 
data.

�� Select the Excel ( ) icon to download the data in spreadsheet format. You 
may need to wait for a few seconds for the download dialog box to appear.

 
Figure 23. Sample trend table of agency-level arrests by age group and race

5.	 No results
If the local law enforcement agency you selected has not reported all of its arrests for any 
year in the selected period, you will see a dialog box on the bottom of the screen informing 
you that there are no results (figure 24). You may make changes to your selection and try 
again. 

Figure 24. “No Results” message at the bottom of the screen
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6.	 Source of arrest data
These data are from the FBI’s UCR Program. The FBI annually collects arrest counts from a 
large number of law enforcement agencies throughout the nation and publishes tables 
using these data in its Crime in the United States series. 

7.	� Differences between national estimates and agency-level 
counts
The arrest data analysis tool contains arrest counts reported by a local law enforcement 
agency if that agency reported arrest data to the FBI for the complete 12-month period 
in the year. This tool enables you to view the arrest statistics reported to the FBI by 
thousands of individual local law enforcement agencies from 1980 onward. The law 
enforcement agencies that submitted complete 12-month arrest data to the FBI from 
1980 onward had jurisdiction over about 80% of the U.S. resident population. With this 
data tool, you can track trends in arrests at the agency level for a large set of offenses, 
arrests of juveniles and adults, and arrests of persons in different racial groups.

BJS has also developed national estimates of arrests and arrest trends using data 
collected by the FBI’s UCR.  The detailed breakdown of arrests and arrest trends by age, 
sex, and race describes the flow of individuals into the criminal justice system over a long 
time period. The BJS Arrest Data Analysis Tool can help you produce specific information 
you need with little effort—information that is not readily available or that cannot be 
found in any other dissemination vehicle. For example, this tool can generate national 
arrest trends for young women charged with aggravated assault. 

For more information about estimation procedures and the limitations of the arrest data, 
please view the Methodology tab on the arrest data tool. 

The Terms & Definitions tab on the arrest data tool lists the FBI’s official offense 
definitions. It also provides greater detail about arrest rates, the FBI’s Hierarchy Rule used 
to calculate arrest counts, and limitations in the reporting of the ethnicity of offenders.

8.	 For questions about the tool
Please direct any comments of questions about the arrest data analysis tool to—

askbjs@usdoj.gov 
(202) 307-0765

Bureau of Justice Statistics 
U.S. Department of Justice 
810 7th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20531

mailto:askbjs@usdoj.gov
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9.	 How to cite data from this tool
�� Please use the following information when citing the arrest data analysis tool:

Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Tool title: Arrest Data Analysis Tool 
Data source: FBI, Uniform Crime Reporting Program 
Authors: Howard N. Snyder, Ph.D.; Alexia D. Cooper, Ph.D.; Joseph 
Mulako-Wangota, Ph.D. 
Refer questions to: askbjs@usdoj.gov or (202) 307-0765 
Date of version: October 2012

�� When you publish tables of data from the BJS arrest tool, the recommended citation 
is—

Snyder, Howard N.; Cooper, Alexia D.; and Mulako-Wangota, Joseph. Bureau of 
Justice Statistics. (Insert table title). Generated using the Arrest Data Analysis Tool 
at www.bjs.gov. (Insert date).

mailto:askbjs@usdoj.gov
http://www.bjs.gov
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