
Types of Identity Theft Measured by 
the NCVS Identity Theft Supplement

Types of Identify Theft Definition

Misuse of existing 
credit card account

Unauthorized access to 
a credit card account

Misuse of existing 
bank account

Unauthorized access to 
a bank account

Misuse of existing 
email/social media 
account

Unauthorized access to an email 
or social media account, e.g., 
Gmail or Facebook

Misuse of other 
existing account

Unauthorized access to another 
type of existing account, e.g., 
a telephone, internet, utilities, or 
a medical insurance account

Open a new account
Opening a new account using 
someone else’s personal 
information

Other misuse of 
personal information

Misuse of someone else’s 
personal information to commit 
other fraudulent behavior, e.g., 
misidentifying to police or 
applying for a job

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, Identity Theft Supplement.

https://bjs.ojp.gov/data-collection/identity-theft-supplement-its

