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Women in local jails increased in number
from 15,769 in 1983 10 37,383 in 1989,
Almost haif of this Increase resulied from
more women being held for drug violations.
In 1989 more than 1 In 3 female inmates
were in jail for a drug offense, up from 1

In 8in 1983. Among all convicted female
inmates, neatly two-fifths renorted that
they had committed thsir offense under
he Influence of drugs. A quartsr reported
being under the influence of cocaine or
crack, '

Usling information from interviews of a
representative sample of women in local
jalls throughout the United States, this
report describes their personal back-
grounds, currant offenses or chargss;
criminal historlss, prior drug and alcohol
use, and past physical or sexual abuse.
For women convicted of violent offenses,
the characteristics of their victims are also
describsed.

The 1989 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails,
the primary sourcs of this study, collected
data from Interviews in a nationally repre-
sentative sample of 5,675 Inmates In 424
Jalls. Data froni a similar survey conducted
In 1983 permit an overview of racent
changes.

Other findings inciude:

¢ More than half of convicted femals in-
mates had used drugs in the month prior
to the current offense. Approximately 40%
Jmad used drugs dally.

* The percentage of female inmates who
had used cocaine or crack in the menth
before thsir current offense more than
doubled from 15% in 1983 to 39% In 1989,
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This Special Report provides detailed
information on the characteristics and
backgrounds of women hsld in locally
opserated Jalls across the Nation. The
data came from interviews of a represen-
tative sample of inmates in 424 of the
3,316 Jails nationwide.
Perhaps the most striking findirg I that
the women In Jail were more involved in
lllegal drugs than were the men. -A third
of the female inmates were in jail for a
drug chargs, compared to about a fourth
of the male inmates. Convicted women
were about twice as likely as convicted
men to report having used a major-drug
{hercin, cocaine, PCP, or LSD) daily in
the month before thelr arrest. - -

These and other computerized survey
data collected for the Bureau of Justice
Statistics are available through the
National Criminal Justice Archive at the
University of Michigan. |invite readers
to avail themselves of these important
national data.

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D.
Dirsctor

* About 1 in every 4 convicted women
In-jail reported they had committed thelr
current offense for money to buy drugs.

¢ About a fifth of all convicted female
inmates reported being under the influence
of alcohol at the time of the offenss, com-
pared to more than two-fifths of convicted

- -~ male Inmates.

* In 1989, 13% of female inmatss were
in jail for a violent offense, down from 21%
in 1983,

ACQUIsITIONE

. About half of the female inmates in 1989
who were convicted of a violent cfime had
victimized a fernale; a third had victimized
arelative or Intimate; and an eighth had
victimized a mincr.

* Nearly 1 In 3 women in jail wers first-time
offenders, compared to 1 in 5 men. Half of
the female first-time offenders were In jail
for a viclent offense, drug trafficking, flight
to avold prosecution, a violation of pretrial
release, or a weapons offense.

* |n 1989, 47% of women in local Jails were
oni probation, parole, pretrial releass, or
other criminal justice status when they were
arrested for their current offense,

© More than two-thirds of the women In Jall
had children under age 18. About half of
these women reported that their children
were living with grandparents; less than a
quarter reported that their children were
fving with the father.

® Approximately 40% of the female inmates
had grown up in a single parent househald,
and an additional 17% lived in a household
without either parent.

® Almost a third of allwomen in jali had a -
parent or guardian who abused drugs or
alcohol.

¢ More than 4 of every 10 women in jail
reported that another family member had
served time In jail or prison. An estimated
34% of the women reponted that a brother
or sister had besen incarcerated at some
time in the past; 13% reported that a parent
had been incarcerated.

¢ About 44% of the femals inmates réport-
ed that they had been either physically or
sexually abused at some time in their lives
before their current imprisonment.



Growth In the female Jall pobulatlon

Between 1983 and 1989, the number of
Inmates In local jaiis increased by 76.9%.
During this time, the rate of growth for
temals inmates was 138.0%, nearly double
that for male inmates, 72.7%. By 1989,
women represented 9.5% of the jail
Inmates, up from 7.1% In 1983."

—tes

Jallinmates
Percant
1883 18838 change
Female 15,652 37,253 138.0%
Male 207,782 356,050 72.7%

Note: Data for 1983 are based on the National Jail Census.
Data for 1989 are estimates from the Annual Survey
of Jails.

Adult arrest statistics reflect similar .
changes. While the number of female
arrests increased by 33.6% from 1983 to
1989, the number of male arrests increased
by 22.2%. As a resuit, women accounted
for 18.1% of all aduit arrests in 1989, up
from 16.6% in 1983.

Adult arrests

Percent

1983 1989 change

Female 1,614,400 2,192,300 33.6%
Male 8,123,300 9,926,600 22.2%

Note: The number of adultarrests was estimated by
applying the sex and age distributions from reported arrests
Io the total estimated number of arrests. Adults are defined
as persons age 18 andolder. .

*On June 30, 19880, an estimated 37,318 female Inmates
and 368,000 male Inmates were in lacal jails.

Characterlstics of Jails holding female Inmates, 1988 Census of Local Jalls

On June 30, 1988, when the most recent
census of local jails was coriiucted, 2,769
of the 3,316 Jails nationwide held female
inmates. Most of these jails held both
man and women: 18 Jails held only female
Inmates.

Thesse facllities were locally administered.
They held persons pending adjudication
of thelr cases as well as persons sen-
tenced to either [all or prison. The Jails
that held femaie inmates had multipls
functions: about 46% were temporary
rolding or lockup facilitles; 97% were
detentlon facilities for parsons facing
local, Stats, or Federal charges; and 97%
waere correctional facllities for convicted
persons. ’

Most of the jails that held women were
small faciiities. Mors than two-thirds of
the 2,769 jails that held women had fewer
than 50 inmates on an average day.

Inmatss in these facilities were in cells,
rooms, dormitories, or other living units
that provided an average of 56.2 square
fest of floor space. The average space
per inmate in general housing In all
facilities nationwide was 6.2 square feet
smaller. -

In the jails that held female inmates in
1988, there were 54,945 correctional’
officers, 13,689 of whom wers women.,
On averagse, there were 4.5 inmates per
corractional officer in these Jalls, com-
pared to 4.6 inmates per officer in all jails
nationwide.

The average annual cost per inmate in
the jails that held female inmates in 1988
was $10,232, approximately $400 less

than the average per inmate In all jails
natlonwide. These costs wers based on
operating expendituras only (such as
salaries, wages, food, supplies, and
contractual services); capital expendi-
tures were excluded.

Numberofjalls
Female inmatas only 18

Beth femelo and male Inmates 2,751
Numberofjalls, by size®
Fewerthan 50 inmates 1,888
50-249 658
250-49¢ 126
500 ormore 97
Parcentofjails, by function®
Temporarylockup/holding
facility 46%
Detantion canter for persons
awaliting trial 97%
Correction center for convicted
offendars 97%
Number of correctional officers
Totai 54,945
Male 41,256
Femals 13,689
Average square fcotaga perinmate
in general housing® 56.2 sq. ft.
Average numberof jailinmates
per correctional officer 4.5
Average annual operational
expenditures perinmate $10,232

Note: Alidata are basedonthe 2,769 Jails that held
female inmates onJune 30, 1988, es reportsd in the
1988 Censusnflocal Jails.

*Based on the average daily population, July1, 1987,
to June 30, 1988,

Detail may add to-more than 100% because some
ails have more than one function.

General housing includesali housing unitswhere
inmates spend the night, such as calls, rooms, and
dormitories. Excludaed are special function units,
such as units for protective custody, segregabon.
medical care, and substance abuse.

Based on oparating expenditures for the fiscal year
beginningJuly 1, 1987, and ending oni June 30, 1988,




Characteristics of female Inmates

Compared to 1983, the female jail popu-
lation in 1989 had a higher percentage of |
Hispanics, women older than 25, and those
who had never married (table 1). The
percentage of female inmates who were
white and non-Hispanic decreased from
41.8% in 1983 to 37.8% in 1989, whils the
percentage of Hispanic females increased
from 12.7% to 16.3%.

The median age of women in Jail rose from
26 1n 1983 to 28 In 1989, During this time
the percentage of female Inmates age 26
to 34 Increased from 44.3% to 51.2%, while
the percentage under age 25 decreased
from 37.7% to 27.9%. Although the
average age of men in jall also went up
during the period, male inmates were still
morae likely than femals inmates in 1989 to
be under age 25.

In 1989 nearly a third of the female inmates
were either divorced or separated, and
nearly half had never been married.
Ailthough the parcentage of women who
had never married increased from 44.4%
of all female inmates in 1983 t0 48.9% In
1989, male inmates ware still more likely
than female inmates in 1989 to have never
married (57.5%).

Female inmates on average were slightly
better educated in 1989 than In 1983. An
estimated 50.6% of the women in 1989 had
completed high school or-had some college
education, compared to 47.0% in 1983.
Female Inmates were aiso slightly better
educated than male inmates. In 1989,
45.8% of the male inmates had completed
high school or attended college.

Famale jail inmates wers less likely than
male inmates to have been employed at the
time of thelr arrest (table 2). Among

female inmates ‘'who had not been in jail or
prison in the month before their arrest, more
than a third wers employed, and about a
third were uremployed and not looking for

work. Among male inmates, hawever, more

than two-thirds were employed, and fewer
than an eighth were unemployed and not
looking for work,

Women in Jall were tar more likely than men
to report walfare income (29.8% compared

+ 107.7%). Women wers also more likely

than men to report incoms from illegal
sources (17.5% compared to 11.4%).

Approximately 16.3% of the women In Jail
In 1989 had been out of jail or prison for
less than 1 year before their current arrest.
An esiimated 16.8% of these women were
employed full time; 47.4% were unem-
ployed and not looking for work; and 34.3%
reported income from illegal sources.

Table 1, Characteristics of [all Inmates, Table 2. Pre-arrest etnployment and income

by sex, 1989 and 1983 of Jall Inmates, by sex, 1989
Percentof Percentof Parcentof fomale inmatss Parcentof
fomale Inmates male Inmatas Freeless  Freeat [east male inmates

Characteristic 1989 1983 1989 1983 than 1year 1year Total Total

Raca/Hispanic origin Prs-arrestemployment
White non-Hispanic 37.8% 41.8% 38.7% 46.9% Employed 26.1% 40.3% 38.0% 68.2%
Black non-Hispanic 43.4 422 415 3741 Fulltirme 16.8 29.2 27.2 56.6
Hispanic 16.3 12,7 17.5 143 Parttims 8.3 1.1 10.8 1.5

- Other 25 3.2 23 1.7 Unemployed 74.0% 59.7% 62.0% 31.7%

. Looking 26.6 28.7 28.4 20.4

Age - Not looking 47.4 31.0 33.7 11.5

17 oryounger J% 9% 1.6% 1.3%

18-24 27.2 36.8 33.2 40,7 Income source®

25-34 51.2 443 42.1° 382 Wages/salaries 38.6% 61.6% 58.0% 84.7%

35-44 156 12.4 16.9 12.4 Family or friend 28.4 318 31.1 20.7

45-54 38 4.3 4.6 4.9 Walfare 278 30.1 29.8 7.7

E5orolder 13 1.3 1.7 24 Hlegal income 34.3 144 17.5 11.4
Social Security 7.2 7.3 7.3 5.4

Medianage 28yrs.  2Byrs. 28yrs.  26yrs. Unemployment 3 2.9 2.5 45
Educational grants/

Marital status scholarships 26 2.1 2.2 2.0
Married 16.2% 19.3% 19.3% 21.1% Other 2.9 3.9 3.7 3.2
Widowed 3.8 3.9 7 1.2
Divorced 17.2. 180 14.9 15.6 Prs-arrest monthlly income
Separated 14.0 14.5 7.6 7.4 Less than $500 47.0% 57.4% 55.7% 42.3%
Naver married 488 44.4 57.5 54.8 $500-$999 27.9 21.4 22.2 25.0

b $1,000 0rmore 25.0 215 22,1 32.7

Education
8th grade orless 11.9% 13.7% 16.0% 17.9% Number of inmates 5,774 29,585 35,360 341,662
Some high school 37.6 39.2 38.2 415
High schoo! graduate 349 323 33.0 28.9
Some college ormore 18.7 14.7 12.8 11.6 Note: Date exclude inmates free less than 1 month. Detail may not

add to total because of rounding.
Median grade completed 11 11 11 11 ®Parcents add to more than 100% bacause inmates may have had more
than one source of Income.
Number ofinmates 37,383 15,566 358,171 206,837 Inciides inmates reporting no incomie,

Note: Detall may not add to total bscause of rounding. -

“Includes Aslans, Pacific Islandars, American Indians, Alaska

tlgaﬁves. and other raclal groups.
ased on highest grade completed.



Overall, female Inmates reported lower offenders among women In Jall rose, the The percentage of women In Jall for violent

levels of menthly Income than male in- proportlons of property and viclent offenses also declined, from 21.3% In 1983 '
mates: 55.7% of the women and 42.3% of  offenders feil. In 1983 about 1 of every to 13.2% In 1989, Assauit and robbery
the men reported a monthly income of less 8 female inmates were in Jail for a drug remained the two most prevalent viclent
than $500. Those women who had been . offense; in 1989 nearly 1 of every 3 were crimes, accounting for more than two-thirds
out of Jail or prison for at least a year before  in Jall for drugs.. The Increase in femals of violent offenses committed by the
thelr current arrast reported slightly lower drug offenders between 1983 and 1989 women In 1989.
monthly Incomes than those who had been  accounted for nearly haif of the total o
free for less than a year. Increase of the female jall population. Female Inmates were far moras likely than
. male Inmates to be in jali for a drug offense.

Current offense The percentags of women in Jall for An estimated 33.,6% of the women, com-

property offenses dacreased from 42.7% ~— pared to 21.9% of the men, were in Jall for a
The distribution of offenses for female in- In 1983 to 31.9% In 1989. Larceny/theft drug offense. Male inmates, however, were
mates shifted dramatically between 1983 and fraud, the two most prevalent crime nearly twice as likely as female Inmates to
and 1989 (table 3). Over the 6 years, as types among fematle Inmates in 1983, ba In jall for a violent offense and about
the proportion of accused or convicted drug  declined from 33.6% to 24.5% in 1989. equally likely as female Inmates to be In Jali

for a property or public-order offense.
Table 3. Most serious offense of jaii Inmatss,

by sex, 1989 and 1983 Detentlon status
P:arcentof jail lnmates
Most 1969 1983 In 1989 more than 6 In 10 women in jall
garious affense Female . Malg Femele _ Mals _ were convicted of an offense (table 4).
Q,
Alloffensos 100.0%  100.0% 100.0%  100.0% An estimated 52.2% of the female inmates
were sentenced to jall or prison, while an
V'::Z'r';grf?"m 111’28% 23-3% 2;-3% 31-‘1‘% additional 9.2% were awalting a sentenca.
Negligent manslaughtar ‘4 5 15 s Nearly 39% of the female Inmates were
Kidnaping 1.1 7 8 1.4 unconvicted: 22.6% had been arraigned
Rape ] 9 R 1.6
Other sexualassault r 28 > 25 and were awaiting or standh:g trial at the
Robbery 39 7.0 6.2 i1.5 time of the survey, and 16.0% were
Assault 5.2 7.4 8.1 8.7 awaiting arralgnment.
Otherviolent ] 141 7 1.3 ’
, i
Property offanses 31.9% 29.9% 42.7% 38.3% Among jail Inmates, women were somewhat -
Burglary 40 14 51 180 more likely than men to have been con-
Larceny/theft 129 7.4 18.4 1.2 icted of y ff About 57% of th
Motorvehicle theft 9 3.0 7 25 victed of an offense. About 5/% of tha
Arson 6 7 8 8 male Inmates had been convicted — 492.9%
Fraud 116 3.2 15.2 42 9
Stalen property 14 by 17 2% were sentenced and 7.2% were awaiting a
Other property® 5 1.7 1.0 2.0 santence.
Drugoffenses 33.6% 21.9% 13.1% 9.0%
Possession 14.9 9.2 7.1 46 Table 4, Detentlon status of jall
Trafficking 16.8 11.5 4.6 4.0 Inmates, by sex, 1989
Other/unspecified 19 1.2 1.4 5
Detention Percentof jailinmates
Public-order offenses 19.0% 23.2% 22.0% 20,5% status Fomale Male
Weapons 1.4 2.0 1.]‘ 24
Obstruction of justice 36 2.8 3. 1.8 ieted €1.4% 57.1%
Traffic 13 28 13 22 Convieted ¢ too s
Driving while intoxicated” 36 9.3 52 74 Awalting sentence 0.2 7.2
\D;unksnness/momls‘ , 53 1.3 8.3 3.0 ,
iolation of parole/probation’ - 3.6 3.0 20 23 icted 38.6% 43.0%
Othar public-orde 2 2.0 9 1.7 UT::,VQ': adandawalting .
i i 226 ; 2.5
Otheroffenses” 22% ° 1.5% 9% 8% NO,";Z;:,’;;’;'M 160 PP
Numberofinmates 35625 344,535 15,269 204314 Numberofinmates 35625 845,441
(v
Nota: Excludes an estimated 15,393 Inmates in 1989 and 3,979 inmates in 1983 bacausa thair
offense was unknown. Detail may not add to total bacause of rounding. Note: Excludes an estimated 14,488 Inmates whose
*Includas nonnegligent manslaughtsr. detantion status was unknown.
SIncludas blackmai, extortion, hit-and-run driving with bodily injury, child abuss, and criminal
endangerment.
®Includes destruction of property, vandalism, hit-and-run driving without bodily injury, trespassing,
gnd possassion of burglary toals.

“Includes driving while intoxicated and driving under the Influence of drugs or alcohol.
®Includes drunkenness, vagrancy, disordarly conduct, unlawful assembly, morals, and
fommercialized vica.

Includes parole or probation viclations, escape, AWOL, and fiight to avoid prosacution.
YIncludes rioting, abandanment, non-support, immigration violations, invasion of privacy,
Equor law violations, tax avasion, and bribery.

Includas juvenile offanses and unspecified offenses.




Convicted and unconvicted female inmates
differad greatly in the types of offenses for
which they were currently held (table 5).
Convicted female inmates wers more likely
than those awaiting trial or arralgnment to .
be In jail foi « property or public-order
offense, but less likely to be in Jail for a
viclent offense. Nearly 20% of the
unconvicted female inmates wers in jall for
a violent offense, compared to less than
10% of the convicted femals inmates.

Among convicied female inmates, the
percentage of black women in jall for a
violent offense wa® almost twice that of
white women (12.6% compared to 6.4%).
More than 1 in 4 white women were con-
victed of a public-order offense, compared
to about 1 in 8 black women.

Sentence length

About half of the female Jail Inmates in 1289
were sentenced. More than three-quarters
of these women expected to serve their
sentences in a local jail {table 6). An estl-
mated 15.4% of the sentenced female
Inmates were expscted to serve their tims
in prison, comparad to 11.6% of the
sentenced male Inmates.

On average, women and men sentenced

to jail received very similar sentences: half -

of both women and men reponted a [all
sentence of 6 months or less. Among
female Jall Inmates sentenced to State or
Federal prison, half recelved a maximum,
sentence of 60 months or less. On aver-

ags, women recelved shorter sentaences
than men; the mean prison sentence for
women was 72 months and for men, 103
months. This difference Is explained in part
by the larger percentage of violent offend-
ers among men awaiting transfer to prison.

More than a third of the sentencad female
Jail Inmates had speclai conditicns Imposed
as part of thalr sentence, while about a
guarter of the male inmataes had a speclal
conditlon Imposed. Women were mora
likely than men to have a sentence that
Included drug treatment (13.7% versus
4.5%}, victim restitution (9.4% versus
5.5%), or community service (7.7% versus
3.0%).

by conviction status and race, 1969 :

Table 5. Most sericus current offensa of female jallinmates,

Percentof convicted Percont of unconvicted
Most female inmates famale inmates
serious offense All* White Black All* White Black
Alloffenses 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  100.0% . 100.0%
Violentoffenses 9.2% 6.4% 12.6% 19.6% 16.7% 20.0%
Homicide 1.1 8 1.7 3.9 3.7 4.4
Robbery 3.5 2.0 5.3 4.6 3.1 6.6
Assault 3.6 2.9 4.4 7.7 7.4 8.4
Otherviolent .2 7 1.1 3.4 2.5 0.6
Property offsnses 34.5% 31.8% 38.8% 27.8% 26.3% 30.1%
Burglary 2.8 3.5 2.4 57 5.6 5.6
. Larceny/theft 15.4 18.7 17.9 9.0 7.5 11.4
Fraud 13.3 11.5 15.6 8.9 9.3 8.2
Other property 2.9 3.1 2.9 4.2 3.9 4.9
Drugoffenses 32.7% 32.2% 33.8% 35.1% 36.2% 36.5%
Possassion 16.5 15.1 17.7 12.3 1.4 14.5
Trafficking 15.4 16.1 15.3 16.3 21.5 18.2
Otherdrug 8 .9 8 3.6 3.3 3.8
Public-order offense 21.4% 27.9% 11.9% 15.3% 18.2% 1.7%
Obstruction of justice 2.8 3.8 1.7 5.0 5.5 4.8
Driving whils intoxicated 5.3 9.4 4 1.0 2.9 0
Commercialized vice 5.7 5.5 5.0 2.2 1.5 2.5
Violation of parole/probation 4.1 4.4 3.1 2.8 3.1 2.0
Other public-ordar 4.5 4.9 1.7 4.4 6.1 2.3
Other offenses 2.3% 1.7% 2.9% 2,1% 2.6% 1.8%
Number ofinmates 21,854 11,596 9,637 13,771 6,703 6,457

Detail may notadd to 100% bacause of rounding.

Note: Excludes an estimated 1,758 jail inmates whose conviction status or offense was unknown.

*Includes Aslans, Pacific Islandars, American Indians, Alaska Natives, and other racial groups.

Teble 6. Sentence length and speciai
santencing conditions of jail Inmates,
by sex, 1969
Sentencad
lail inmates, 1889
Famals Male
L ocation where sentence
wasto ba served
Jail’ 77.0% 76.1%
Prison 15.4 1.6
Unknown 7.6 123
Maximum santence langth
Santenced tojall
Median 6 mos, 6mos.
Mean 16 18
Awaiting transfer
to State or Fedaral prison
Median 60mos.  72mos.
Mean 72 103
Spacialconditions*
Any condition or restriction 35.8% 26.8%
Restitution 9.2 5.5
Community service 7.7 3.0
Drug treatment 18.7 45
Alcoholtreatment 7.2 6.4
Psychiatric/psychological
counseling 1.3 1.9
Regularemployment 6.1 2.4
House arrest 1.6 1.0
Other 155 13.0
Numberofinmates 16,375 147,281
Note: Data include only those inmates who were new
court commitments with a valid sentence length.
*Detaii may add to more than 100% becausa an
inmate may have received more than one special
sentencing condition.




Criminal Justice status at arrest

At the time of their arrest, nearly half of the
female [all inmates were already in some
criminal justice status (table 7). An estl-
mated 31.6% of ail female inmates were on
probation; 5.5% were on parole; and 5.7%
ware cut on bail or bond,

Convicted women were more likely than
unconvicted women to have been on
prabatlon at the time of thelr arrest (39.9%
comparad to 22.4%) but were less likely
than unconvicted women to have been out

Table 7. Criminal justice status of fomale
Jali inmatas, by conviction status, 1889

Criminaljustice Parcantof fomale Inmates

status atarrest Total Convicted Unconvicted

None 53.2% 45.7%  59.2%

Status 46.8% 54.3% 40.7%
Onprobaton  31.6 39.9 224
On parole 5.5 6.2 5.0
On bailbond 57 4.6 8.1
On pretrial 2.1 1.3 7
Otherralease® 1.4 1.7 1.0
Escape .5 6 5

Numberof

Inmates 37,383 21,854 18,771

Nota: Totals include inmates whose conviction
status was unkniown or who had no offense.
*Includes Inmates on work releass, study releaea,
furlough, and other conditional releass.

on pretrial release or ball (11.9% compared
to 5.89%).

Criminal history

Female Inmates were more likely than male
Inmates 1o be first-time offendars (table 8).
In 1989 nearly 1 In 3 women had never
before been convictad, compared to about
1 in 5 men. Although these women had no
prior offenses, many had been sither
charged with or convicted of a serlous
crime. Neatly half of the female first-time
offenders wera In Jail for a violent offensae,
drug trafficking, flight to avold prosecution,
a violation of pretrial release, or a weapons
offense.

Parcent of fomala,

Offenses firsttime offendars
Total 100.0%

Violent 19.1%

Property 28.7%

Drug 38.3%
Possassion 11.7
Trafficking 249

Public-order 15.6%
Weapons 2.1
Drivingwhila Intoxicated 2.8
Violation of pretrial

raleass or fiight 1.9

Other A7%

The majority of women were nonviolent
recidivists: 52.4% had in the past been
ssentenced to probation, Jall, or prison for a

B

nonviolent offense and were currently In Jail
for a nonvlclent offense. Women were far
less likely than men to be In jall for a violent
offense or to have a prior senternce for a
violent offensa. In 1989, current or prior
violent offenders accounted for 22.4% of
the women and 38.1% of the men; In 1983,
they accounted for 28.6% of the women
and 45,6% of the men. In gensral, female
Inmatas In both years had simllar crimiinal
historlas; however, the percentage of
violent recidlvists decreasad siightly from
20.7% In 1983 to 16.2% In 1989,

Criminal racords of women In Jail were
somewhat shorter than those of men (table
9). In 1989 more than half of the women in
jail had sither one or no prior offenses,
compared to about two-fifths of the men.
About 32% of the women reported 3 ot
more prior sentences, while mora than
40% of the men raportad 3 or more priors,
Women wars also less likely than men ta
have had juvenile records (19.3%
compared to 31.6%).

Female Inmates tanded to be in Jall for the
same type of crime for which they had
recelved a sentence In the past. For

Table 8. Criminal history of Jali [nmates,

by sex, 1989 and 1983
Parcentof ail Percentof|ail
Criminal inmates, 1989 inmates, 1983
history Female Male Female Male
]
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
No previous sentence 31.3% 21.5% 30.9% 19.3%
Currentviolentoffense 8.2 8.7 7.9 7.8
Current nonviolentoffense 25.1 14.8 23.0 11.5
Viclentrecidivists 16.2% 31.4% 20.7% 37.8%
Currentand priorviolent 22 a.1 5.4 115
Currentviolentonly 6.2 109 8.1 125
Priorviolentonly 7.8 124 7.2 13.8
Nonviolent racidivists 52.4% 47.1% 48.4% 42,8%
Priorminor pubilc-
orderoffensasonly 4.1 3.4 8.1 4.1
Otherprioroffenses 48.3 43,7 40.3 387
Number of inmates 35,333 340,249 15,034 - 200,241

Table 9. Prior sentences of Jall
inmates, by sex, 1969

Prior Parcentoflallinmaies
sentance Female ale
None 33.1% 22.4%
Juvenile 4.5 7.8
Adultonly 47.6 458
Both 14.8 23.7
Number oftimes

0 33.1% 22.4%

1 20.4 20.6

2 145 18.7

3-5 18.9 229

6-10 7.9 11.0

11 crmore 5.1 8.3

Numbarofinmates 35,822 342,532

Note: Excludes an estrmated 17,200 inmates for
whom data on prior sentences to probation or
incarceration were unknown. Detail may not add to
total because of rounding.

Note: Excludes an estimated 19,971 Inmates in 1989 and 8,277 Inmates in 1983
for whom current offanse and prior probationfincarceration offenses were unknown,




example, women currently in jall for a
violent offense were more likely than those
A for othaer offenses to have a prior
santence for a viclent offense (table 10).

An estimated 15.5% of the female offenders
currently In [ail for a violent offanse had
been convicted of a violent offense in the
past, comparad to 9.7% of the property
offenders and 7.9% of the drug offenders.

The current offenses of nonviolent offend-
ors, considered In relation to past convie-
tions, showed the same pattern. An
estimated 64.1% of the famals Inmates

in jail for a property offense had a prior
conviction for a property offense; 32.9%

of the drug offenders had a prior drug con-
viction; and 55.9% of those injall for a
public-order offense had a prior public-order
offense. '

Violent female inmates and their victims

Most women In local Jalls who had besn
convicted of a violent crime reported that
they had victimized either someone close
tothem or someona thoy knew (table 11).
in 1989 an estimated 16.0% had victimized
arelative; 15.4% had victimized an intimate
(a boytriend, glrifriend or ex-spouss); 16.8%
nad victimized a friend or other person they
had known well; and 13.3% had victimized
a casual acquaintancs,

About half of the women (49.6%) and men
(49.3%) In |ail {ollowing conviction for a
violent crime had victimized a female. A

’

smaller percentage of female Inmates than
of male inmates had victimized a2 minor
(14.4% versus 24.8%).

Table 11, Characteriatics of victime
ofconvicted viclent all Inmates,
by sex of inmates, 1986
Percentof convictad
Victim il lnmates
characteristic Female Male
Sex
Malo 50.4% 50.7%
Foemale 48.5 40.7
Both 1.1 8.6
Race
White 57.0% 65.7%
Black 38.0 284
Other 4,0 2.4
Mixed 0 3.8
Age
Minor 13.5% 22.7%
Aduit 85.6 75.2
Both .9 2.1
Victimvoffender ralationship
Close 31.4% 22.9%
Relative 16.0 16.1
Intmate 15.4 6.8
Known 30.1% 32.8%
Waell-known 16.8 13.1
Casual 13.3 18.8
Stranger 38.4% 44.1%
Number of Inmatss 1,850 31,816
Note: For sex, race, and age of the victim, the
categorlas "both" and "mixed” refer only to multiple-
victim crimes where the characteristics of the victims
differed. The victim-offerider relationship Is based on
the closestrelation from among multiple victims, if
relationships differed.

Drug use

In general, female inmates used mora
drugs and used those drugs more fre-
quently than male inmates (tabls 12). More
than half of the convicted female Inmates
had used drugs In the month prior to their
current offense. A higher percentage of
women than men had usad drugs dally in
the month prior to the offense (40.1% com-
pared to 28.6%) and at the time of the cur-
rent offense (37.5% compared to 25.9%).

Women were more iikely than men to have
used a major drug (heroin, cocaine or
crack, LSD, PCP, or methadone) in the
month befora thelr current offense. More
than twice as many women as men had
used a major drug dally. Nearly a third of
the convicted women, but less than a fifth
of the men, commiited thelr offense under
the influence of a major drug.

Tabla 10. Criminal history of famaile jall Inmates,
by most serious current offense, 1989
Mostserious current offensa
Criminal history Total Violent Property Drug Public-ordar
Total 100.0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Firstoffense 31.5% 454% 23.3% 36.6% 26.0%
Previous offenses 68.5% 54.6% 76.7% 63.4% 74.0%
Violantoffenses 10.0 155 9.7 7.9 10.8
Property offensas 40.2 274 64.1 30.3 30.3
Drugoffenses 20.6 128 1.4 329 194
Public-orderoffensas 30.5 21.4 23.5 2741 55.9
Numbet ofinmates 35,087 4,656 11,233 11,771 6,642
Note; Excludes an estimated 2,296 inmates for whom data on present or prior offenses were unknown.
Subtatals may add to more than total becauss Inmatas may have been sentenced more than once
or for more than one typae of vffenss.

Table 12. Drug use history of convicted
lail Inmates, by sex, 1989
Parcentof Inmates
Druguse Female.  Male
Any drug®
Everused 836% 77.4%
Evarusedonaregularbasis  70.0 56.8
Usedin themonth before
currentofiense 55,1 42,7
Useddaily in tharnonth
before currentoffense 40,1 2886
Undertheinfluenceat
the time of current offense 375 259
Mn]:ardrugb
Everusad 70.7% 54.5%
Everusedonaregularbasis  56.7 35.4
Usedin the month bafore
currentoffense 439 258
Used dally Inthe month
bafore current offense 31.8 157
Undertheinfluenceat
the time of current offense 31.3 16.8
Number of inmates 21,782 196,620
*Includes cocalne, heroin, PCP, L.SD, methadons,
marijuana or hashlsh, amphetamines, barbiturates,
sthaqualone, and all sthar drugs.
ncludes only cocalne, heroin, PCP, LSD, and
methadons.




Drug use among female inmates changed
betwaen 1983 and 1989 (table 13). The
psrcentage of convicted femals Inmates
who reported using cocaine or crack in the

month befere thelr offense more than
doubled, from 15.2% In 1983 to 39.3% in
1989. The percentagse who had reported
use of marijuana or hashish declined from

by type of drug, 1889 and 1983

Table 13, Drug use by convicted female allinmates,

Parcentofconvicted female

Methaqualone 1.0 2.6

Inmates who hadtisaddruge
In the month At the time
before the offense of the offense
Typa of drug 1988 1983 1989 1883
Any drug 55.1% 50.5% 37.5% 31.2%
Majordrug 43,8% 27.1% 31.3% 20.9%
Cocalnaorcrack 38.3 156.2 24.9 7.4
Heroin 15.0 17.3 12.0 12.9
LSD 8 1.4 A 7
PCP ’ 24 3.7 .8 2.2
Mathadone 1.1 1.7 7 2.2
Otherdrug 27.4% . 39.8% 9.9% 16.6%
Marijuana 234 334 5.0 8.0
Amphatamines 6.6 8,7 4.1 4.0
Barbituratas 3.0 6.9 1.4 3.1
2 1.0

using more than one drug.

Note: Detall may add to more than total bacause an inmate may have been

33.4% t0 23.4%. The use of other types of
drugs sither declined or remained about the
same during the period. 3,
The percentage of convicted female in-
mates reporting that they were under

the Influence of drugs at the time of the
current offense increased from 31.2% In
1983 t0 37.5% In 1988, Mors than 3 of
avery 10 convicted femaie inmates in

1989 had been under the Influence of a

- major drug at the timse of their offenss. In

1989 an estimated 24.9% had been under
the Influence of cocaine or crack — more
than triple the percaritage in 1983 (7.4%).
The reported use of drugs other than
cocaing or crack at the time of the offenss,
however, declined from 1983 {0 1989,

Many women In [all have a long history of -
pricr drug use and past treatmant for drug
abuse, Nearly 1 in & convicted femaie
Inmates in 1989 said they committed thelr
current offense in order to get meney to buy
drugs. A quarter of the convicted female
inmates had a prior sentence to probation,

Data on how Inmates spend their time
while serving their jail sentences were
collected for the first time in the 1989
survey. Each respondent was asked a
series of questlons concerning the
amount of time spent inside and outside
thelr calls, doing physical exercise or
working at an assigned Job.

Inmates
sentancedto fail
Female Male
Average numberof hours
per day spentincellorroom 168 hrs.  14.6 hrs.
Average numbserofhours
perday spantdoing physical
exercise outsids call 12hms. 1.5 hs.

On averags, female inmates said they
spend aimost 17 hours a day In their calis
or other housing units and about an hour
a day outslda of their cells doing physical
exorcise. Male inmates said they spent
fewer hours in their cells (an average of
about 15 hours per day) and slightly more
time exercising (1.5 hours per day).

How sentenced lall Inmates used thelr time, 1989

Women were iess likely than men to
have work assignments: 43.8% of the
women compared to 58.9% of the men
said they had work assignments inside
or outside the Jall faclility. About an equal
percentagse of female (37.7%) and male
inmates (41.1%) reported they had basn
agsigned work within the facility; how-
ever, female inmates were significantly
less likei; than male inmates to work
outside the jail {8.1% versus 23.2%).

Among jail Inmates with work assign-
ments, females regorted working an
average of 4.2 hours per day; males
reported an average of 5.9 hours per
day. The most common work assign-
ment cited by female inmates was
janttorial work (39.2%), followed by food
preparation {18.0%), and then by other
service jobs inciuding work In the library,
stackroom, or office (12.9%). The most
common work assignment cited by male
Inmates was maintenance (28.5%),
followed by food preparation (25.5%)
and janitorial work {23.3%).

Inmates
santencadtoiall
Female  Male
Percentofinmates with
work assignraents
Total* 43.8%  58.9%
Inside the jall 377 41.1
OQutside the jail 8.1 23,2
Average numberofhours
per day spentworking® 4,2 hrs. 5.9 hrs.
Percentof Inmates aigigned
work, by type of work
Janitorial 39.2% 23.3%
Maintenance 54 2858
Goods praductionfarming 4.2 59
Foodpreparation ¢ 18.0 255
Hospital, infirmary or other
madical sarvices 4.5 2
Laundry 9.8 5.0
Other sarvices (fibrary, |,
stockroom, store,
office halp, etc.) 12,9 7.7
Other 10.5 127
®Doatail may add to more than total bocause
inmatas may have had work assignment both
inside and outside the facility or more than one
work assignment.
®Basad on inmates with work assignments.
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Jall, or prison for a drug law violatlon,
More than a third had participated in a
drug treatment program. Abcut a 10th
were receiving treatment at the time

of the survey.

Percentofcon-
victed fomals

nmates, 1989

Who committed offenze

to getmoney fordrugs 21.6%
Who had a priorsententa

foradrugoffense 24.5%
Who had everreceived

drug treatment 36.6%
Who weren treatment

dttime of the survay 11.2%

of [all Inmatss, 1980

Tabie 14, Alcohol use and treatment

Percentof
__lallinmates___
Female Male
Who hadevarbeen
analcoholic 13.2% 21.7%
Who hadever participated in
analcoholabuse treatmant
program 9.5% 15.3%
Whowere undertheinfluencs
ofalcoholatthae time of the
currentoffense* 20.6% 43,5%
Who raported drinking
for 5 ormore hours before
me‘currantoﬂanse‘ 2.0% 18.2%
Who reported being drunkor
verydrunkattime ofthe
currentoffense® 8.4% 20.8%

*Based on convicted inmatss only.

Alcohol abuse and treatment

The percentages of convicted femals
Inmates were half those of convicted male
Inmates for each of three measures of
alcohol use — baling under the Influence of
alcohal at the time of the offenss, drinking
for 5 or more hours before the current
offense, or belng drunk and very drunk
when commiiting the offense (table 14).
About 21% of the women Injall sald that

they had committed their offense under the -

influencs of alcohol, compared to an
estimated 44% of the men.- Nine psrcent ot
the women reported drinking for 5 or more
hours before the offense, and 8% sald they
were drunk. Among the men about 20%
had been drinking for 5 or more hours and
more than 20% reported committing thelr
offense while drunk.

Women also had lower levels of prior
alcahol abuse than men. About 1 in every
8 female inmates versus 1 In & male in-
mates sald they had been alcoholics at
some time before their admission to jail.

A smaller percentage of the famals inmates
(9.5%) than male inmates (15.3%) had
participated in an alcohol abuse treatment
pragram.

Mothers In jall

A large malority of women in jall were
mothers. Nearly thres-quarters of the
womsn in jail had children, and more than
two-thirds of the women had a child or
children under age 18 (table 15). Atthe
time of the survey, these 25,173 women
had more than 52,000 children under age
18. Two-thirds of the women with young
children were living with their children
before entering jail. Black women were
slightly more likely than white women to
have children under age 18 and to have
been living with them before entering jall.

Relatives cared for most of the children of
mothers in jall. About a quarter of the
mothers with young children said that one

or more of thelr children were living with
the father at the time cf the survey. Haif of
the women sald thelr children were living
with a grandparent, most often a maternal
grandparent, and a fifth sald thelr children
were living with other relatives, Less than
atenth of the mothers Indiczted that their
children wers in a foster home or other
Instltutional setting.

An estimated 84.5% of the women indicated
that they Intended to live with their young
children after release from jall. More than
$0% of the black mothers, compared to
77.7% of the white mothers, sald they
would live with their children after their
release,

Tabie 15. Children of fomale jall iInmates,
by race, 1989
Percent of
- famale inmates
Characteristic Al White  Black
Have chlidren
No 26.2% 28.6% 23.3%
Yea 73.8 7.5 767
Anyunderuge 18 67.9 84,9 71.3
Adultonly 5.9 6.6 5.4
Number ofinmates 37,071 19,306 16,513
Numberof children
under age 18"
1 37.8% 38.9% 355%
2 33.4 37.0 313
3 17.9 14.9 211
4 6.4 53 79
Sormore 4.4 3.9 4.2
Lived with child(ren)
under18 before
entering [all®
No 32.8%  3598% 27.7%
Yos 67.2 64.1 723
Whore child(ren)
under18live(s) now™®
Child's father 23.5% 380.1% 15.8%
Materalgrandparents  41.6 34.8 50,0
Paternal grandparents 8.7 9.3 7.1
Ctherrelative 22.9 18.6 270
Friends 4.3 4.2 45
Fosterhome 6.5 7.2 6.1
Agency/institution 16 2.2 0.8
Other 4.0 6.0 1.8
Planto live with child(ren)
under18aftsr release
from[ali®
Yes 84.5% 77.7% 91.7%
No 124 18.1 6.3
Don'tknow 3.1 4.3 1.8
Mote: Female inmates had an estimatsd fotal
of 52,267 children under age 18,
*Includes Aslans, Pacific Isianders, American Indians,
Alaska Natives, and other racial groups.
*Percents are based on thosa inmatss with children
under age 18.
ercents add to more than 100% because Inmates
with mors than one child may have provided muitiple
respenses.




Famlly bacikground

More women than men grew up in homes
with elther one or botn parents absent:
57.3% of female inmates and 51.8% of
male inmates (table 16). Women in Jail
waere also slightly more likely than men

to have grown up or ever lived In a foster
home.

Women were more likely than men In jail to
have at least one close family member who
had been In jail or prison. More than 44%
of women had an immediate family member
or spouse who had been incarcerated, and,
for 34%, that family member was a brother
or sister. About 34.5% of male inmates had
aclose family member who had been |
Incarcerated.

Nearly a third of all women In jall reported
that while they were growing up one or both

of thelr parents or guardlans had abused
alcohol or drugs: 29.3% repoited parental
alcohol abuse and 7.6% drug abuse. Male
Inmates were somewhat less likely to report
parental alcohol or drug abuse. About a
quarter of the men said a parent or
guardian had abused alcohol or drugs.
White and black femals Inmates had
different family backgrounds. Mora than
half of white female Inmates, but less than a
third of black female Inmates, had grown up
In a househald with both parents. Nearly
47% of black women had lived primarily
with their mothers when growirg up, and
grandparents had raised about 12.6%.

Black women ware slightly more likely than
whites to have had a familly member ever
serving a sentence In a jail or prison. About
42.1% of black women versus 26.8% of
white women had a brother or sister with a
prior incarceration. While white women

were more than twice as likely as black

women to have had a father who had been .
incarcerated (13.2% compared to 5.6%), \
black vvomen were siightly more likely to

have had a mother with a prior incarceration
(3.9% compared 10 2.2%).

Parents of white women In Jall had a higher
rate of drug or alcohol abuse than parents
of black women, 87.7% compared to
22,1%.

Physlcal and sexual abuse

More than 4 of every 10 women reported
that they had been abused at some time
before entering Jail: 32.7% physically and
36.5% sexually (table 17). An estimated
31.3% of the women said they had besn
abused by an adult before age 18, and
29,5% sald they had been abused since
age 18, .
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Tabls 16, Famlly structure, incarcerstion of family Table 17. Prior physica! or sexual abuse
members, and parental abuae of alcohol or drugs of [ail inmates, by aex, 1989
raéported by jall Inmates, by sex and race, 1989
Porcentofjall inmates
Parcentof Percentof Total Femala Malo
fornale inmates male inmutes
White Black Al AR Ever physically orsexually ebusad
ware bafore current Incarcaration
No 84.0% 55.6% 86.8%
Person(s) livedwith mostof the - (
time while gmwlﬂg up Yaos 16.0 44.4 13.1 .
Both parents 346%  300%  427%  482% Bafore age 18 (by an adult) 11.4 31.3 0.4
Motheronly 27.8 46.8 37.2 353 Since age 18 a1 205 59
Fatharonly 36 24 31 a4 Physlcaly abused 13.1 a2.7 1.1
Grant parants 7.0 12.6 9.3 6.8 Sexually abused 76 6.6 48
Otherrelatives 25 4.2 8.2 3.1 Y . . .
Friends 1.5 9 1.2 )
Fosterhome 20 2.5 23 1.4 Note: Sexual abuse includss fondiing, molestation, Incest, sadomy,
Agancy or institution 3 B 3 8 repe, and other typas of sexual assault. Detall adds to more than
Other 7 8] 7 7 total because some inmates waere abused both before and since
age 18 or ware both sexuslly and physically abused.
Everlived Inafoeterhome,
sgency orinstitution while
growingup
No 80.0%  878% = 827%  86.7% Table 18, Criminal history of femalk inmates,
Yes 20.0 12.2 173 133 by prior physical or sexua! abuse, 1969
;n;n::!.r;::;beuvor Parcontoffomale inmatas
No 80.0%  51.4%  557%  655% Grisinal Tt e - Bver
Yos® 40.0 489 443 34,5 story goc _ anuse
No pravioussentence 30.8% 33.2% 27.9%
a%o‘#:f gg ;g gg 1'; Curmentviclentoffanse 6.0 55 6.6
Father 13:2 5:6 9:7 -,:7 Current nonviolentoffense 248 277 213
Brothersistar - T Violentracidiviste 162%  182%  19.7%
' : ' * Currentan? priorviolant 2.2 1.6 2.9
Currentviolentonly 6.1 57 6.5
Parentor guardian abused
alcohol ordrugs whileinmaate Priorviolentonly 7.9 5.9 103
was growing up
No 62.4% 78.0% 68.9% 74.2% N%m‘léolerlitrecldgllstsm 53.1% §3.5% 52.5%
Yos 317 224 310 258 Jﬁ;;"s:;;g; c-order a2 a5 50
Alcohol 275 174 284 223 Other prior offenses 43 S0 478
Drugs 2.2 1.1 1.7 7
Both alcohol and drugs 80 Y 5.9 28 Numbearofinmates 34,600 19,066 15,534
Numberofinmatas 19,451 16,661 37,383 358,171 Note: Parcents may not add to total bacause of rounding.
"Includes Asians, Pacific Istanders, American Indians, Alaska Natives,
%d other racial groups.
otail may add to more than total because more then ona family membar
may have been incarcerated,



Compared to men in Jail, the women were
at least 3 times mors likely to have been
abused before age 18 and 5 times more
likely at age 18 or after.

Abused women were more llkely than other
women in Jall to be violent recidivists:
19.7% of the abused women, compared to
13.2% of those who had not been abused,
waere recldivists with a prior or current
vialent offanse (table 18).

Methodology

A Jall Is defined as a confinement facllity
administered by a local governmerit agency
that hoids persons detalned pending
adjudleation and persans committed after
adjudication, usually for sentences of a year
or less. Convicted Jall Inmates are awaiting
sentencing, serving sentencss to jall
conflnement, awalting transfer to a prison,
or serving a prison sentencs In jall by
arrangement with prison authorities.
Unconvicted inmates are those whe have
been unable to obtaln pretrial releass, thoss
detained pending trial, those on trial at the
time the survey was belng conducted, and
those held for other governmerital entities.

“he 1989 Survey of inmates in Local Jalls
was conducted for the Bureau of Justice
Statistics by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
Through personal interviews during July,
August, and September 1988, data were
collacted on Individual characteristics of jall
inmates, current offenses and sentences,
characteristics of victims, criminal histories,
faii activities and programs, prior drug and
alcohol use and treatment, and health care
sarvicas provided while in jail. Similar
surveys of jall iInmates were conducted in
1972, 1978, and 1983,

Sampie design

The sample for the 1983 swrvey was
selected from a universe of 3,316 jalls
enumerated In the 1288 Natlonal Jall
Census. The sample design was a
stratified two-stage selection. In the first
stage six separate strata were formed
based on the size of the male and female
populations. In two strata all jails were
selected; In the remaining four strata, a
systematic sample of jalls was seiected
proportionai to the size of each jall. Ovarall,
atotal of 424 local jalls werae selacted. In
9 second stage, intelviewers visited each
" ~selected facllity and systematically selected
a sample of male and female inmates using
predetermined procedures. As a resut,

approximately 1 of every 70 men were
selected, and depending on the stratum,
1 of every 14, 15, or 70 women were

. selected. A total of 5,675 interviews were

ccmpleted, ylelding an ovsrall response
rate of 92.3%.

Basad on the completed interviews,
estimates for the entire population wsre
devseloped using welghting factors derived
from the original probabililty of selection In
the sample. These factors were adjusted
for varlable rates of nonresponse across
strata and inmate characteristics. Further
adjustments were mada to control the
survey estimates tu counts of Jall inmates
obtalned from the 1988 National Jall
Census and the 1989 Sample Survey

of Jails.

Accuracy of the estimates

The dccuracy of the estimates presented In
this report depends on two types of errors:
sampling and nonsampling. Sampling error
Is variation that may accur by chance be-

cause a sample rather than a complete
enumeration of the population was con-
ducted. Nonsampling error can be attri-
buted to many sourcss, such as non-
response, differences in the interpretation
of questions among inmates, recal| diffl-
culties, and processing arrars. In any
survey the full extent of the nonsampling
errar Is never known.

The sampling error, as measured by an
sstimated standard error, varies by the
size of the estimate and the size of the
base population. Estimates of the standard
errors have been calculated for the 1989
and 1983 surveys of Jall Inmates, speci-
fically for the populations of female

Jail Inmates (see appendix table). These
standard errors may be used to construct
confldence Intervals around percentages
In this report. For example, the 95-percent
confidence Interval around the percentage
of famale jall Inmates in 1989 who wera in
{ail for a drug offense Is 33.6% plus or
minus 1.96 times 1.3 (or 31.1% 1o 36.1%).

Appendix table. Standard errors of the estimated percentages,

feraile jall inmates, 1882 and 1963

Bass ofthe

.astimate Estimatad percentages .
and year 980r2 900r10  800r20 700r30 600rd0 50
1000 :

1989 ) 24 5.1 6.8 7.8 8.3 8.5

1983 1.1 23 3.1 3.5 3.8 3.9
2000 ’ :

1989 1.7 3.6 4.8 8.5 5.8 6.0

1983 0.8 1.6 2.2 25 2.7 2.7
5000

1989 ' 1.1 23 3.0 3.5 a7 3.8

1993 . 0.5 1.0 1.4 1.6 1.7 1.7
10,000

1889 0.8 1.6 2.2 25 26 2.7

1983 0.3 0.7 1.0 14 1.2 1.2
15,000

1989 0.6 1.3 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.2

1863 0.3 0.6 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.0
20,000

1989 0.5 1.1 1.5 1.7 1.9 1.9
25,000

1988 05 1.0 14 1.6 1.7 1.7
30,000

1989 0.4 0.9 1.2 1.4 1.5 1.6
37,383*

1989 0.4 0.8 1.1 1.3 1.4 1.4
Note: Tha rellability of an estimated percentage depends on the size of the percentage and Its bass. Each
standard error when multipliad by 1.96 provides a 95-percent confidencs interval eround an estimated percentage.
To calcuiate the standard error of the differance batween two aestimated percentages, take the squara root of the
sum of each squared standard ervor for the percentage being compared.

*The total number of femnale jail inmates in 1989,
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These standard errors may also be used
to test the statistical significance of the
differance between two sample statistlcs
by pooling the standard errors of the two |
sample estimates. For example, the
standard error of the difference In the
percentage of wamen In jall for drug
offenses In 1989 compared to 1983 would
be 1.4 (or the square roct of the sum of the
squared standard errors in each year).
Since the observed difference of 20.5%
(83.6% minus 13.1%) Is greater than 2.8%,
the difference would be considered
statistically significant.

All comparisons discussed In this report
wera statistically significant at the 95-
peicent confldence level. Because of the
sample design, State, local,or ather
subnationai estimates cannot be made.

Self-rgported information

Criminal history data are based on salf-
reported Information provided by each
respondent. Through a series of quastions,
inmates were asked to report on past
probation sentences as juveniies and as -
adults and on past sentences to incarce-
ration up to 10 prior times. For each sen-
tence, the Inmates were asked the offenses
for which they wers sentenced, the type of
Institution in which they served time, the
date of admission, and the length of time
actually served. From this information, a
criminal history profile was constructed,

A recidivist was dsfined as an inmate who
reported a sentence to probation or
incarceration at any time in the past.

Drug use and treatment history data are
also based on responses from the inmates.
Inmates were asked a detailed set of
questions about each of 10 types of drugs.
These drugs Included heroin, methadone
used outsids of a treatment program,
amphetamines and barbiturates (alone and
In combination), cocalne or crack, LSD,
PCP, and marijuana or hashish. Drug-use
histories were devaloped by examining the
responses to questions for each of these
drugs. Inmates who were unconvicted
(awaiting arraignment, awaiting trial, or on
trial) were not asked any questions about
drug uss during the mionth before the arrest
for which they wera currently detained or
about drug use in the month before the first
offense for which they had served time in
the past.

Tracy L. Snell wrote this report under
the supervision of Allen J. Beck, Tom
Hester edited the repoit. Craig A.
Parkins and James J. Stephan provided
statistical assistance. Marilyn Marbrook
supeivised production of the repon,
assisted by Betty Sherman, Yvonne
Bostori, and Jayne Pugh. Data collec-
tion and processing were carried out at
the Demegraphic Survays Division, U.S.
Bureau of the Census under the super-
vision of Lawrence S. McGinn and
Gertrude Odom. Sample design and
welghting were provided at the Statistical
Methods Division, the Bureau of the
Census, by Wendy Scholetzky and
Deborah Fenstermaker.

NCJ-134732 March 1992

The Assistant Attorney General is
responsible for matters of administration
and management with respect to the
OJP agencies: Bureau of Justice
Stutistics, Office for Victims of Crime,
National Institute of Justice, Bureau

of Justice Assistance, and Office of

Juvenile Justice and Dellnquency
Prevention. The Assistant Attorney
General establishes policies and
priorities consistent with the statutory
purposes of the OJP agencies and the
priarities of the Department of Justice.

Data utilized in this report are available
from the National Archive of Criminal
Justice Data at the University of
Michigan, P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, M
48108; 1-800-999-0860. The datasst Is
archived as the Survey of Inmates in
Local Jalls, 1989 (ICPSR 9419).
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Crime Data Center & Clearinghouse, 1600
Research Bivd., Rockville, MD 20850,
toll-free 800-666-3332,
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o Law enforcement reports
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