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introduction

The summary tables published in this State Trial Court Jurisdiction
Guide for Statistical Reportiug provide, in greatly condensed form, the
information relating to completeness and comparability of state court
statistics. These tables are derived from the individual court profiles
in a wuch longer working document being used by the Court Statistics and
Information Management Project to classify the caseload statistics of the
fifty states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

Background and purpose

Preparation of the jurisdiction guide was an outgrowth of the
automation of the database for the State Court Caseload Statistics:
Annual Report series, implemented in 1983. The coding of the various
data elements required a precision which at that time did not exist. For
example, where states were reporting general terms (like "civil" and
"eriminal®), these statistics could only be coded as "unclassified" if
the Court Statistics and Information Management Project (CSIM) staff did
not know exactly what types of cases were included in those categories.
Data in an unclassified category are not comparable to any other data. A
second problem resulted when a case category that a court system handled
was unidentified. If, for example, the case category ''mental health'" was
missing in a state's statistics and it was unknown which court(s) in the
system had jurisdiction over that case type, there was no way to tell
whether caseload statistics for that category were unavailable or were
collapsed into a broader category. Lack of these kinds of information
made it impossible to determine which data were complete and comparable.

The jurisdiction guide was undertaken to permit the accurate coding
of the annual report database. Since a major research effort would be
required to gather the jurisdictional information needed, the Court
Statistics and Information Systems (CSIS) Committee of the Conference of
State Court Administrators (COSCA) agreed that staff should at the same
time ask other questions that significantly affect the comparability of
caseload data. Issues such as how criminal cases are counted, the
definition of a felony, how felonies are counted in the pre-indictment
stage, how dollar limits in civil cases vary, and the like, affect the
comparability of state court statistics. The jurisdiction guide would
systematically gather as much information as possible regarding
completeness and comparability of state court caseload statistics.

Methodologx

The members of the Conference of State Court Administrators, at the
behest of their CSIS Committee, agreed to complete jurisdiction profiles
for each court in their state. Four trial court jurisdiction guide
profiles (eivil, criminal, traffic/other violation, and juvenile--see
Appendix A for prototypes) were devised. A set for each state court in
the country was filled in for the year 1981 by CSIM staff, based on
available information, and then sent to the Administrative Office of the
Courts (AOC) in each state. A contact person (or persons) in each AQC,



knowledgeable about that state's statistics, was assigned to correct and
complete the profiles. When the profiles were returned to the National
Center for State Courts, CSIM staff matched the 1981 statistics for each
state to the jurisdiction guide profiles. Lengthy telephone
conversations were held with AOC staff to reconcile differences, clarify
respouses, and inquire further into the reporting practices of each
state.

When the contact person and CSIM staff agree that the jurisdiction
profiles were correct, each State Court Administrator was asked to
provide the name of a court official in each court in his state to which
the profile would be sent for a field check. The field checks were
completed by about half the states.

The 1981 profiles asked if any jurisdictional changes had occurred
that affected the data reported for 1982 and 1983. Telephone calls were
used to obtain the same information regarding changes in 1984. The
summary tables produced here are based on the information contained in
482 revised 1984 profiles for 206 state and local courts in 49 of the 50
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Courts were included
whether or not they provide data to the AOC; only by including the entire
state court system could it be determined where all case types were being
handled and whether data reported for each case type were complete.

In the process of completing the first jurisdiction guide, the
questions that CSIM staff asked changed as more was learned about the
mechanics of individual court operations. Assumptions about generic
terms like small claims had to be revised as it became apparent that the
small claims process is not uniform, but varies from state to state,
permitting jury trials and lawyers in some jurisdictions but excluding
them in others. Some questions vemain unanswered; AOC staff in some
states had more time to devote to and more interest in this effort than
others. New questions were added during ene compilation process, such as
how reopened cases are counted.

The jurisdiction profiles are working documents and will not be
published. They will, however, be revised annually before data for each
nation-wide annual report in the State Court Caseload Statistics series
are collected. Court systems change and reporting systems are modified.
Further probing will be needed in future guides te clarify anomalies such
as the fact that many jurisdictions do not count support-custody cases as
separate from marriage dissolution cases but consider them a step in the
processing of a dissolution case. Thus the jurisdiction profiles will be
a continuzlly evolving resource. Comments and corrections from court
officials in the field will be a welcome part of the revision process and

should be directed to the CSIM Project, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, I
Virginia, 23185. .

Significance of the jurisdiction guide

Probably the most significant accomplishment of the jurisdiction
guide is the improvement in the integrity of the annual report database.
Complete data are now much more clearly identified, and all of the
information collected in the jurisdiction guide is available in the



database. This will permit identification of courts with comparable
jurisdictions, from which data can be extracted and analyzed, not only by
CSIM project staff, but by court officials and researchers through access
to the data tapes available through the Inter-University Consortium for
Political and Social Research at the University of Michigan, P.0. Box
1248, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48206.

The other major benefit is that the guide's contents make it possible
for the annual report series to be brought up to date and kept current.
Instead of waiting for each state to publish its annual report, which
causes a two-year time lag in the production of the national Annual
Report, CSIM staff can now classify raw data from the states according to
the jurisdiction guide. This will permit the production of the
nation-wide annual report within the year following the actual handling
of the caseload by the states.

Learning process

The jurisdiction guide has collected an enormous amount of
information about the state courts, all of which has been integrated into
the annual report series database. A great deal more is known now about
which jurisdictions and which data are comparable and which data are
complete. CSIM staff have found the guide a demanding, but exciting
learning task. Many AOC staff have also commented in the struggle to
complete their jurisdiction profiles that they have been forced to
examine issues and answer questions they had never before tackled. A
number of the AOC contacts asked how their state compared with other
states. The summary tables presented here should answer both that
question and a related one expressed in phone conversations--'"Doesn't
everyone do it this way?"



Table 1. State trial court jurisdictions and record requirements, 1984

Comments:  This table is the most general of all the tables derived from the trial court jurisdiction
guide, in that it shows which courts in each state court system handle cases in the broad
categories civil, eriminal, traffic/other violations, and juvenile. These broad categories are
used in the State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report series and were approved by the COSCA
CS1S Committee.

Detailed tables for each of these broad categories are found in Table 2 (éivil), Table 7
(criminal), Table 14 (traffic/other violations), and Table 16 (juvenile).

General/
limited Verbatim - Verbatim Case categories handled
juris-— tran- transcript Traffic/
dic- script not other
State/court tion required = required Civil Criminal violations Juvenile
ALABAMA
Circuit Court G X X X - X
District Court L X X X X X
Probate Court L X X -= - -
Municipal Court L X - X X -
ALASKA
Superior Court G X X X - X
District Court L X X X X -~
ARIZONA
Superior Court G X X X - X
Justices of the Peace
Court L X (unless X X X -
serious)
Municipal Court L X (some may —-= X X -=
record)
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court G X X X - -
Chancery and Probate
Court G X X —-— — -
Court of Common Pleas L X X - - -
County Court L X X - b X
Municipal Court L X X X X -
City Court, Police Court L X X X X ~=
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court G X X X - X
Justice Court L X X X X ~-
Municipal Court L X X X X -
COLORADO
District Court G X X X -- X
Water Court G X X -= - -
County Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court L depends on municip. - - X -
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G X X X X X
Probate Court L only by agreement X - - -
DELAWARE
Court of Chancery G X X - - -
Superior Court G X X X - -
Family Court L X X X X X
Court of Common Pleas L X X X - -
Justice of the Peace
Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court of
Wilmington L X - X X -
Alderman's Court L X X X X -

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court.
~- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.



Table 1: (continued)
General/
limited Verbatim Verbatim Case categories handled
juris- tran— transcript Traffic/
dic~ script not other
State/court tion required required Civil Criminal  violations Juvenile
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G X X X X X
FLORIDA
Circuit Court G X X X - X
County Court L X X X X —-—
GEORGIA
Superior Court G X X X X X
Juvenile Court L X - - X X
State Court L X X X X -—
Probate Court L X X X X -
Magistrate Court L X X X X -
Civil Court L X X X _— _—
Municipal Court L X X X - _—
Recorder's Court L X - X -
HAWAIIL
Circuit Court G X X X X X
District Court L X X b4 X ——
TDAHO
District Court G X X X X X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court G X X X X X
TINDIANA
Circuit Court and
Superior Court G X X X X X
Probate Court L X X - - X
County Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court of
Mariom County L X X X X ~—
Small Claims Court of
Marion County L X X X - -
City Court and Town Court L X X X X --
I0WA
District Court G X X X X X
KANSAS
District Court G X X X X X
Municipal Court L X - - X -
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G X X X _— -
District Court L Recorded X X X X
electronically
LOUISIANA
District Court G X X X - X
City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court and Traffic
Court of New Orleans L X X X X X
Family Court and
Juvenile Court L X X - - X
Justice of the Peace
Court L X X - X -
Mayor's Court L X - - X -

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court.
~~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 1: (continuved)

Generall/
limited Verbatim Verbatim Case categories handled
juris- tran- transcript Traffic/
dic- script not other
State/court tion required required Civil Criminal  violations Juvenile
MAINE
Superior Court G X X X X -
District Court L X (but X X X X
record may be taken)
Probate Court L Unknown X - - -
MARY LAND
Circuit Court G X X X - X
District Court L X X X X X
Orphans' Court L X X - -~ -
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth G X X X X X
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G X X X - -
Court of Claims G X X - - -
District Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court L X X X X -
Probate Court L Unknown X - X X
MINNESOTA
District Court G X X X - X
County Court,
Probate Court,
Conciliation Court, and
County Municipal Court L X X X X X
MISSISSIPPI (No information available from State Court Administrator——
Source is State Court Organization, 1980)
Circuit Court G X X X - -
Chancery Court G X X - - X
County Court L Unknown X X X -~
Family Court L Unknown X X - X
Municipal Court L Unknown - X X X
Justice Court L Unknown X X X -
MISSOURI
Circuit Court G X X X X X
MONTANA
District Court G X X X - X
Justice of the Peace
Court and Municipal Court L X X X X -
City Court L X X X X -
NEBRASKA
District Court G X X X -~ -—
Workmen's Compensation
Court L X X o - -
Separate Juvenile Court L X -— - - X
County Court L X X X X X
Municipal Court L X X X X -
NEVADA
District Court G X X X -= X
Justice Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court L X X X X -~

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court.
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.



Table 1: (continued)

General/
limited Verbatim = Verbatim Case categories handled
juris- tran- transcript Traffic/
dic~ script not other
State/court tion required required Civil Criminal violations Juvenile
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court G X X X - -
District Court L X X X X X
Probate Court L Recorded X - - -
electronically
Municipal Court L X X X X -

NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law
Division and
Chancery Division) G X X X - X
Superior Court Law
Division, Special

Civil Part L X X X X -
Municipal Court L X —~ X X -
Surrogate's Court L X X -—— - —

NEW MEXICO
District Court G X X X - X
Magistrate Court L X X X X -
Bernalillo County

Metropolitan Court L X X X X -
Probate Court L X X - — -
Municipal Court L X - - X -

NEW YORK
Supreme Court G X X X - —
County Court G X X X - ——
Civil Court of the City

of New York L X X -~ - -
Criminal Court of the

City of New York L X - X X -
Family Court L X X - - X
District Court and City

Court L X X X X -
Surrogates' Court L X X - - o~
Court of Claims L X X - - —-—
Town Court and Village

Justice Court L X X X X -

NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G X X b:¢ - -
District Court L X X X X X
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court G X X X X X
County Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court L X - X X -—
QHIO
Court of Common Pleas G X X X - X
County Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court L X X X X -
Court of Claims L X X - - -
Mayor's Court L X - X X --
OKLAHOMA
District Court G X X X X X
Court of Tax Review L X X - - ——
Municipal Criminal Court
of Record and Municipal
Court Not of Record L X X - —-— X -

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court.
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 1: (continued)
General/
limited Verbatim Verbatim Case categories handled
juris- tran- transcript Traffic/
dic~ script not other
State/court tion required required Civil Criminal = violations Juvenile
OREGON
Circuit Court G X X X - X
Tax Court G X X - - -
District Court L X X X X -
County Court L X X - - 4
Justice Court L Unknown X X X -—
Municipal Court L Unknown - X X -
PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas G X X X - X
District Justice Court L X X X X -
Philadelphia Municipal
Court L X X X X -
Philadelphia Traffic
Court L X - - X -
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court L X X X X -
PUERTO RICO
Superior Court G X X X - X
District Court L X X X X -
Municipal Judges L X - —- X ——
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G X X X - -—
District Court L X X X X -
Family Court L X X - -~ X
Probate Court L Unknown X ~-— - -
Municipal Court L X - - X --
SOUTH GCAROLINA
Circuit Court G X X X - -
Family Court L X X - X X
Magistrate Court L X X X X -
Probate Court L X X - - ol
Municipal Court L X — X X —_—
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G X X X X X
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court G X X X X -—
Law and Equity Court G X X - - -
Chancery Court G X X - - -
General Sessions Court L X X X X X
Probate Court L X X - — -=
Municipal Court L X - X X -
Juvenile Court L X X - - X
TEXAS
District Court and
Criminal District Court G X X X - X
County Court at Law,
Constitutional County
Court, and Probate
Court L X X X X X
Municipal Court L X (8 excep- - X X -
Justice of the Peace tions)
Court L X X X X —

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court.
~— = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.



Table 1: (continued)

General/
limited Verbatim Verbatim Case categories handled
jurig- tran— trinscript Traffic/
die~ script not other
State/court tion required required Civil Criminal violations  Juvenile
UTAH
Distriet Court G X X X - -~
Circuit Court L X X X X -
Justice of the Peace
Court L X X X X -
Juvenile Court L X - - X X
VERMONT
Superior Court G X X - - —--
District Court G X X X X X
Probate Court L X X - - -
VTRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X X -
District Court L X X X X X
WASHINGTON
Superior Court G X X X —-= X
District Court L Electronically X X X --
Municipal Court L X -- X X -
WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X -- X
Magistrate Court L X X X X --
Municipal “ourt L X - X X -
WLSCONSIN
Circuit Court G X X X X X
Municipal Court L Electronically —-= X X -
WYOMING
District Court G X X X - X
County Court L Electronically X X X -—
Justice of the Peace
Court L X X X X -
Municipal Court L X - X . -

X = Transcript requirements and jurisdiction of the court.
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this cas2 type.

10



Table 2. Givil case type jurisdiction by state trial courts, 1984

Comments: The civil case type classifications used in this table are those used in the State Court Caseload
They have been chosen as a model set of data elements for caseload

Statistics: Annual Report series.

inventory by the COSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems Committee and are defined in State Court

Model Statistical Dictionary and Supplement.

In the trial court jurisdiction guide, CSIM staff have ascertained from AOC staff in each state exactly
what case types are handled in each court and how they should be classified into the CSIM caseload

inventory.

General/
limited Real Domes~ Adminis—
juris- prop- tic trative Trial
dic- Con- erty Small rela~ Mental agency court Miscel-
State/court tion Tort tract rights claims tions health Estate appeal appeal laneous
ALABAMA
Circuit Court G X X X -— X - - X X --
District Court L X X X X —— M — - — -
Probate Court L -— - -— - - X X - — —
(does not report data to AOC)
ALASKA
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X X X
District Court L X X - X _— —_— — . — _—
ARIZORA
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X X X
Justices of the Peace Court L X X X X _— - — _— — —
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court G X b4 X - - - - X X -
Chancery Court and Probate
Court G X X X - X X X - - —
Court of Common Pleas L -~ X - — — - — — — _—
County Court L — - X — X - - _— — -
Municipal Court L -~ (X) (x) X - - -— _— — .
City Court, Police Court L - X X - -— — _ — - —
CALIFORNIA .
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X X X
Justice Court L X X X X - - - —-— —_— X
Municipal Court L X X X X - - - - - X
COLORADO
District Court G X X X - X X X X X -
Water Court G — - X - —— —-— — — — _—
County Court L X X X X - - - - X -
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G X X X X X X - X - —
Probate Court L -— - e - X X X - - X
DELAWARE
Court of Chancery G X X X - - X X - - —
Superior Court G X X X - ~-= X - X X X
Family Court L -— - - - X — - — - -
Justice of the Peace Court L X X X - — —-— — —— — _—
GCourt of Common Pleas L X X X - — _— —_— —— — X
Alderman's Court L - - —— X - — _— — — -

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types:
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims

11

torts, contracts, and real property
cases may be any of the three.



Table 2: (continued)

General/
limited Real Dowmes~ Adminis~
juris~ prop- tic trative Trial
dic- Con- erty Small rela- Mental agency court  Miscel-
State/court tion Tort tract rights claims tions health Estate appeal  appeal laneous
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G X X X X X X X X - X
FLOR1DA
Cirecuit Court G X X X - X X X X X X
Couaty Court L X X X X - - - — —-— X
GEORGIA
Superior Court [ X X X - X S - X X X
State Court L X X - X - - - —_— - X
Probate Court L —-— == - - - X X - -~ _—
Magistrate Court L (X)) (X) - X —— — —— - — —
Municipal Court L X X — X —_ — — - — _—
(does not report data to AOC)
Civil Court L X X - X — - - _— — _—
(does not report data to AOC)
HAWAIIL
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X X X X
District Court L X X X X - - —— - —-— X
IDARO
District Court G X X X X X X X X X X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court G X X X X X X X X ~— X
INDIANA
Superior Court and Circuit
Court G X X X X X X X X X X
Probate Court L -— - —-— - X — X - — X
County Court L X X X X - X - -~ - X
Municipal Court of Marion
County L X X X - - X - - X X
Small Claims Court of Marion
County L - - —— X - - - - — —
City Court and Town Court L X X - - - — _ — - —
LOWA
District Court G X X X X X X X - X -
KANSAS
District Court G X X X X X X X X X X
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G X X X -~ X X X X X X
District Court L X X X X Y - X _— — —
LOUISIANA
District Court G X X X - X X X e X X
City Court and Parish Court L X X X X - -— — — — —
Family Court and Juvenile Court L —— — - X X - - —— -
Justice of the Peace Court L —-— == - X - - - — -— —
(does not report data to AOC)
MAINE
Superior Court G X X X - X - - X X X
District Court L X X X X X X - —— —_— -
Probate Court L -— - - —-— X —— X - —— —

(does not report data to AOC)

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.
~= = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types:

rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three.
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Table 2: {(continued)

General/
limited Real Domes— Adminis—
juris-— prop- tic trative Trial
dic— Con— erty Small rela- Mental agency court Miscel-
State/court tion Tort tract rights claims tions health Estate appeal  appeal laneous
MARYLAND
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X X X X
District Court L X X X X - - - - - X
Orphans' Court L —-— - - - - - X - - -
{does not report data to AQC)
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the Commonwealth: G X X X X X X X X X X
Superior Court Dept. G X X X —-= - - - X X -
Housing Court Dept. L _— - X X - - - - - -
District Court Dept. L X X X X X X ~- - - X
Boston Municipal Court Dept. L X X X X X X - —-— X X
Land Court Dept. L -— - X - X - X - - X
Probate and Family Ct. Dept. L -— - - - X - X - - X
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G X X X - X - - X X X
Court of Claims G -— - - - - - = X - -
District Court L X X X X - —— - - - -
Municipal Court L X X X X - - - - - -~
Probate Court L -— - - - X X X - - X
MINNESOTA
District Court G X X X -~ X X X X X X
County Court, L X X X X X X X - X -
Probate Courc,
Conciliation Court,
County Municipal Court
MISSISSIPPI -~ No data available
MISSOURIL
Circuit Court G X X X X X X X X X X
MONTANA
District Court G X X X -~ X X X X X X
Justice of the Peace Court and
Municipal Court L X X X X - - - - -— -
(does not report data to AOC)
City Court L X X P X “— - — e _— —
(does not report data to AOC)
NEBRASKA
District Court G X X X - X X -= X X X
Workmen's Compensation Court L - - - —— -— - - X -— ——
County Court L X X X X X - X - — -
Municipal Court L X X X X - - - - -— -
NEVADA
District Court G X X X - X X X X X X
Justice Court L X X X X —-- - - - - -—
Muricipal Court L X X X X - - - - — ~—
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court G X X X - X - -~ - - -
District Court L X X X X X - ~— - - —=
Probate Court L - - - - X X X - - X
Municipal Court L —— e X X - - ~-— - - -

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.

~~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
() ='8Small claims cases do not iaclude one of the usual three case types:
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claimsg
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Table 2:  (continued)

General/
limited Real Domes~ Adminis~
juris- prop- tic trative Trial
die~ Con- . erty Small rela- Mental agency court  Miscel-
State/court tion Tort tract rights claims tions health Estate appeal  appeal laneous
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law Division
and Chancery Division) G X X X - X X X - - X
Law Division, Special Civil
Part L X X X X —-— —_— — —_— —-— —-—
Surrogate's Court L -— - - - ? . X _— — -
(does not report data to AOC)
NEW MEXICO
District Court G X X X - X X X X X X
Magistrate Court L X X X _— -— - _— _— _— —
Bernalillo County Metropolitan
Court L X X X —-— — -— - —_— — -
Probate Court L - - - —_— _— — X _— — —
(does not report data to AOC)
NEW YORK (Handled
in lower
criminal
courts)
Supreme Court G X X X - X -— - - - X
County Court G X X X — — —— - ~— X X
Civil Court of the City of
New York L X X X X -— - ~— — - X
Family Court L -— - - - X X(juv) X - — -
District Court and City Court L X X X X - — - — — —
Surrogates' Court L -— .= - — X - X _— _— -
Court of Claims L X X X - -— _— - _— _— —
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L X X X X -— - _— — — —
(does not report data to AOC)
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X - X
District Court L X X X X X - -~ - X -
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court G X X X -- X - X X X X
County Court X X X X - X X — —_— —
OHIO
Court of Common Pleas G X X X - X X X X - X
County Court L X X X X - - —— - - X
Municipal Court L X X X X - -— - - — X
Court of Claims L — - — —_— - — - e — X
OKLAHOMA
District Court G X X X X X X X X - X
Court of Tax Review L —— = - -— - -— — X - -
OREGON
CGircuit Court G X X X - X X X X X —
Tax Court G - == - —— - _— - X -_— -
District Court L X X X X - —-— X _— — —
County Court L —— — - - X X X - -— —_—
Justice Courk L X X X X — - — — — _—
PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas G X X X - X X X X X X
District Justice Court L X X X - — - — — — —
Philadelphia Municipal Court L (x) (X) X X -— -— -— — -— X
Pittsburgh City Magistrates
Court L —_— —— X —-— —~— —— -— - — -—

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types:
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims
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Table 2: {(continued)

- General/
B limited Real Domes« Adminis~-
juris~ prop— tic - trative Trial
dic~ Con- erty Small rela- Mental agency court Miscel~-
State/court tion Tort tract rights claims tions health Estate appeal appeal laneous
PUERTO RICO
Superior Court G X X X - X - X X X X
District Court L X X X - X - - X - X
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G X X X - - - - X X X
District Court L X X X X -— X - X - -
Family Court L _— - - N ¢ - — - -- -
Probate Court L - e - - - - X - - -~
{does not report data to AOC)
SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court G X X X - - - - X X -
Family Court L - - - I ¢ - — - -— -
Magistrate Court L X X X X X - —-— - - -
Probate Court L -— - - - - X X - - -
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G X X X X X X X X X X
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court o b4 X X -— X X X X X X
Law and Equity Court G X X X - X X X X X X
Chancery Court G - X X - X X X X X X
General Sessions Court L X X X X X X X X -— -
(does not report data to AOC)
Probate Court L _-— == - —-— -— — X - - -
A (does not report data to AOC)
o Juvenile Court L -— == ~— - X X - - - -—
B (does not report data to AOC)
TEXAS
District Court G X X X —- X - X X - X
County Court at Law, Consti-
tutional County
Court, and Probate Court L X X X X X X X - X X
Justice of the Peace Court L X X X X - X - - - -
UTAH
District Court G X X X -— X b X X X X
Circuit Court L X X X X - — - —-— - -
Justice of the Peace Court L X X - X - - - - - -—
VERMONT
: Superior Court G X X X - X - - X X -
' District Court G X X - X X X - - -~ -
Probate Court L - == - - X X X - - X
VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X X X -
District Court L X X X - X X -— X = -
1 WASHINGTON
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X X X
District Court L X X - X X - - - —— -
WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X X X -
Magistrate Court L X X - - - - -~ - - -

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.

-~ = This court does mot have jurisdiction in this case type.

() = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three.
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Table 2: (continued)

General/
limited Real Domes—~ Adminis-—
juris- prop—- tic trative Trial
dic- Con- erty Small rela- Mental agency  court Miscel~-
State/court tion Tort tract rights claims tions health Estate appeal appeal laneous
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court ¢ X X X X X X X X X X
WYOMING
District Court G X X X -~ X X X X X -
County Court L X X X X X - - - - -
Justice of the
Peace Court L X X X X - - - - - -

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, coatracts, and real property
rights. Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three.
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Table 3. Dollar range for original civil filings in state trial courts, 1984

Comments :

This table indicates a wide variation in dollar amounts in civil cases, which affects the comparability of caseloads among individual
courks.

The jurisdiction guide has pointed up the difficulty of classifying civil cases in which damages are sought. Most states have one court
in which there is no wmaximum dollar amount that can be sought, one or more courts in which the dollar amount is limited, and one or more
courts that hear small claims cases. This table has been constructed to illustrate these three different situatioms.

The jurisdiction guide has also revealed that there is no uniformity in what states are calling swall claims cases. Three state and
Puerto Rico have no small claims procedure. Some states permit jury trials in small claims; some do not permit lawyers; informal summary
procedures predominate but are not universal--as indicated in the table.

General/
limited Small claims
juris~ Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount Lawyers
dic- Torts, contracts, real property - Torts, contracts, real property Maximum Jury Summary per-—
Name of court tion Minimum/maximum Minimum/maximum dollar trials procedures mitted
ALABAMA
Circuit Court G $  500/No maximum
District Court L $ 500/ $5,000 $ 500 No Yes Optional
ALASKA
Superior Court G 0 /No maximum
District Court L 0 /510,000 $2,000 No Yes No
$15,000 auto tort
ARIZONA
Superior Court G $ 500/No maximum
Justices of the Peace Court L 0o /% 2,500 $ 500 No Yes 7
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court G $  100/No waximum
Court of Common Pleas L $ 500/% 1,000 (contract only)
Municipal Court L $ 300 No Yes No
City Court, Police Court L 0 /% 300 (contract and
real property)
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court G $15,000/No maximum
Justice Court L 0 /§15,000 $1,500 No Yes No
Municipal Court L ¢ /$15,000 $1,500 No Yes No
COLORADO
District Court G 0 /No maximum
Water Court G 0 /No maximum {only real property)
County Court L 0 /$ 5,000 41,000 No Yes No
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Table 3: {continued)

General/
. limited Small claims
juris- Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount Lawyers
dic~ Torts, contracts, real property Torts, contracts, real property Maximum Jury Summary per-
Name of court tion Minimum/maximum Minimum/maximum dollar trials procedures mitted
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G 0 /No maximum $1,000 No Yes Yes
DELAWARE
Court of Chancery G 0 /No maximum
Superior Court G 0 /No maximum
Court of Common Pleas L $ 1,500/$15,000
Justice of the Peace Court L 0 /% 1,500
Alderman's Court L $1,500 No Yes Yes
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA before Nov. 1, 1984:
Superior Court G $750*% / No maximum $ 750 Yes Yes Yes
(*except for torts, where jurisdiction below $750 is concurrent with small claims)
after Nov. 1, 1984:
$2,000/n0 maximum $2,000
FLORIDA
Circuit Court G $ 5,000/ No maximum
County. Couvrt L $ 1,500/ $5,000 $1,500 Yes Yes Yes
GEORGIA
Superior Court G 0 /No maximum
State Court L 0 /varies (no real property) Varies No Yes ?
Civil Court L 0 /$3,000~25,000 ? No Yes ?
Magistrate Court L $2,500 Yes Yes ?
Municipal Court L 0 /$1,500~7,500 $1,500~7,500 Yes Yes ?

HAWAIIL

Circuit Court $ 1,000/No maximum

[l ]
[

District Court /$10,000 $2,500 No Yes ?
IDAHO
District Court G 0 /No maximum
Magistrates Division G 0 /510,000 $2,000 No Yes No
TILLINOIS

Circuit Court G 0 / No maximum $2,500 Yes Yes Yes




61

INDIANA

Superiocr Court and Circuit Court G 0 /No maximum $1,500 No Yes Yes
County Court L 0 /4% 5,000 $3,000 No Yes Yes
Municipal Court of Marion County L 0 /$15,000 (July 1, 1984)
Small Claims Court of Marion
County L $3,000 No Yes Yes
City Court and Town Court L 0 /$500-2,500 (no real
property)
IOWA
District Court G 0 /No maximum $2,000 No Yes Yes
KANSAS
District Court G 0 /No maximum $ 500 No Yes No
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G $ 2,500/No maximum
District Court L 0 /% 2,500 $1,000 No Yes Yes
LOULSIANA
District Court [ 0 /No maximum
City Court and Parish Court L 0 /§5,000 $1,500 No Yes Yes
Justice of the Peace Court L $1,200 No Yes ?
MAINE
Superior Court G 0 /No maximum
District Court L 0 /$30,000 $1,400 No Yes Yes
MARYLAND
Circuit Court G $ 2,500/No maximum
District Court L 0 /$10,000 $1,000 No Yes ?
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the Commonwealth G
Superior Court Department G $ 7,500 /No maximum
Housing Court Department L 0/67,500 (only real $1,200 No Yes Yes
property)
District Court Department L 0 /$ 7,500 $1,200 No Yes Yes
Boston Municipal Court Dept. L o /$ 7,500 $1,200 No Yes Yes
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G $10,000/No maximum
District Court L 0 /$10,000 $ 600 No Yes ?
Municipal Court L 0 /$ 1,500 $1,500 No Yes ?
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Tabie 3: (continued)

General/
limited Small claims
juris—- Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount Lawyers
die- Torts, coutracts, real praperty Torts, contracts, real property Maximum Jury Summary per-
Name of court tion Mioimum/maximum Minimum/maximum dollar trials procedures mitted
MINNESOTA
District Court G 0 /No maximum
Couanty Court L $ 1,000/%515,000 $1,250 No Yes ?
County Municipal Court \ L $ 1,000/$15,000 $1,250 No Yes
Conciliation Court L $1,250 No Yes
(except land titles)
MISSISSIPPI -~ No data available
MISSOURL
Circuit Gourt G 0 /N¥o maximum
Associates Division 0 /% 5,000 $1,000 No Yes No
MONTANA
District Court G $ 50 /No maximum
Justice of the Peace Court L 0 /% 3,000 $3, 000 No Yes No
City Court and Municipal Court L 0 /§ 300 $ 300 No Yes No
NEBRASKA
District Court G 0 /No maximum
County Court L 0 /$10,000 $1,000 No Yes ?
Municipal Court L 0 /$10,000 $1,000 No Yes ?
NEVADA
Pistrict Court G $ 1,000 /No maximum
Justice Court L 0 /61,250 $1,000 No Yes Yes
Municipal Court L 0 /$ 1,250 $1,000 No Yes Yes
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court o] $  500/No maximum
District Court L 0 /% 5,000 $ 500 No Yes Yes
Municipal Court L $ 500 No Yes Yes
(only landlord-tenant,
small claims)
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law Divisionm and
Chancery Division) G 0 /Mo maximum
Superior Court Law Division,
Special Civil Part L 0 /$ 5,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes
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NEW

MEXICO

real property)

District Court G 0 /No maximum
Magistrate Court L /$ 2,000
Bernalillo County Metropolitan ’
Court L /§ 5,000
:NEW YORK
Supreme Court G $ 6,000-
$25,000/No maximum
County Court G /$ 6,000-25,000
Civil Court of the City of
New York L /$25,000 $1,500 Yes Yes Yes
District Court and City Court L /$ 2,000-6,000 $1,000 Yes Yes Yes
Court of Claims L 0 /No maximum
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L /% 3,000 $1,000 ¥o Yes Yes
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G $ 5,000/No maximum
District Court L /% 5,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court G $ 1,000/No maximum
County Court L /810,000 $1,500 No Yes ?
OHIO
Court of Common Pleas ] $  500/No maximum
County Court L /% 3,000 $1,000 No Yes ?
Municipal Court L /410,000 $1,000 No Yes ?
OKLAHOMA
District Court G 0  /No maximum $1, 500 Yes Yes ?
OREGON
Circuit Court G $ 3,000/¥o maximum
District Court L /% 3,000 $1,000 No Yes No
Justice Court L /$ 2,500 $1,000 No Yes No
PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas G 0 /No maximum
District Justice Court L /$ 4,000
Philadelphia Municipal Court L $ 1,000 No Yes Yes
Pittsburgh City Magistrates Court L /Yo maximum (only
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Table 3: (continued)
General/
limited Smalil claims
juris- Unlimited dollar amount Limited dollar amount Lawyers
dic— Torts, contracts, real property Torts, contracts, real property Maximum Jury Summary per=—
Name of court tion Minimum/maximum Minimum/maximum dollar  trials procedures mitted
PUERTO RICO
Superior Court G $10,000/No maximum
District Court L 0 /$10,000
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G $ 5,000/No maximum
District Court G $ 1,000/% 5,000-10,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes
SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court G 0 /No maximum
Magistrate Court L 0 /§ 1,000 (no max $1,000 Yes Yes Yes
in landlord-tenant)
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G 0 /No maximum $2,000 No Yes Yes
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and Criminal Court G $ 50/No maximum
Law and Equity Court G 3$ 50/¥o maximum
Chancery Court G $ 50/No maximum (no torts)
General Sessiomns Court L 0 /% 5,000-%510,000 §5,000 No Yes ?
TEXAS
District Court G $  500/No maximum
County Court at Law, Consti-
tutional County
Court, and Probate Court L $ 200/ 1,000-5,000 $ 150~ VYes Yes Yes
200
Justice of the Peace Court L 0 /$1,000 $1,000 No Yes Yes
no max in real property
UTAH
District Court G 0 /No maximum
Circuit Court L 0 /$10,000 $ 600 No Yes Yes
Justice Gourt L 0 /$ 750 $ 600 No Yes Yes
VERMONT
Superior Court G $ 200/No maximum
District Court G 0 /$ 5,000 $2,000 Yes Yes Yes
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VIRGINIA

Circuit Court G $ 1,000/No maximum
0 /No maximum in condemnation

District Court L 0 /$ 7,000
WASHINGTON

Superior Court G 0 /No maximum

District Court L 0 /§ 7,500 $ 500 No Yes Yes
WEST. VIRGINIA

Gircuit Court G $  300/No maximum

Magistrate Court L 0 /$ 2,000
WISCONSIN

Circuit Court G 0 /No maximum $1,000 Yes No Yes
WIOMING

District Court G $ 4,000/No maximum

County Court and Justice of the

Peace Court L 0 /$7,000 $ 750 No Yes Yes




Table 4. Point at which filing and disposition are counted in civii cases
for statistical reporting purposes;
counting of reopened/reinstated cases, 1984

Comments: If courts are counting the filing and disposition of cases at different points, then time to
disposition data and status of cases data are not comparable. In caseload inventory, states that
do not count a civil case until note of issue will have a lower case count per capita than will
states that begin counting civil cases at a much earlier point,

Caseloads can also vary according to whether reopened/reinstated cases are counted as new filings.
Answers to this question indicate that those courts that do count reopened filings as new cases are
not including all the same categories inm their count, This guestion will have to be explored in
much further detail in future jurisdiction guide revisions to determine when and if cases are put
on an i.active list, when cases are purged, and which cases are recounted if they are reopened.
This table iadicates that most civil case filings are couanted at the filing of the petition (or
complaint), with a very few exceptions. There is much less unanimity in the dispositions (for
statistical reporting purposes) point, with many courts counting a trial disposition at the time
judgment is pronounced, but many others waiting until posttrial activity is completed and the
judgment is formally entered.
Point at which filing counted = Reopened Point at which disposition counted
At filing of peti- cases counted At adjudi-~ At entry of
State/court tion of complaint Other as new filings cation judgment
ALABAMA Yes
Circuit Court X X
District Court X X
Probate Court X Unknown
ALASKA ?
Superior Court X X
District Court X X
ARIZONA Included in
"transfer in"
Superior Court X X
Justices of the Peace Court X X
ARKANSAS Yes (not out~
standing warrants)
Circuit Court X X
Chancery Court X X
Court of Common Pleas X X
County Court X X
Municipal Court X X
City Court, Police Court X X
CALIFORNIA ?
Superior Court X X
Justice Court X X
Municipal Court X X
COLORADQ
District Court X X
Water Court X X
County Court X X
CONNECTIGUT Yes (some)
Superior Court X X
Probate Court X X
DELAWARE No (except for
new trials)
Court of Chancery X X
Superior Court X X
Family Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court X X
Court of Common Pleas X X
Alderman's Court X X
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Table 4: (continued)
Point at which filing counted  Reopened Point at which disposition counted
At filing of peti- cases counted At adjudi~ At entry of
State/court tion of complaint Other as new filings cation judgment
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA No
Superior Court At issue X
FLORIDA Reported
separately
Circuit Court X X
County Court X X
GEORGIA ?
Superior Court X X
State Court X X
Probate Court X X
Magistrate Court Unknown Unknown
Municipal Court Unknown X
Civil Court Unknown X
HAWATI "Reopened prior
case' reported
Circuit Court X X
District Court X X
IDAHO Yes
District Court X X
ILLINOIS If new case num—
ber is assiged
Circuit Court X X
INDIANA "Redocketed cases'
are reported
Superior Court and
Circuit Court X X
Probate Court X X
County Court X X
Municipal Court of
Marion County X X
Small Claims Court of
Marion County X X
City Court and Town Court X X
I0WA Yes
District Court X X (jury trial) X (bench
trial)
KANSAS Yes
District Court X X
KENTUCKY ?
Circuit Court X X
Digtrict Court X X
LOUISIANA ?
District Court X X
City Court and Parish
Court X X
Family Court and Juvenile
Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court X
MAINE Some
Superior Court X b4
District Court X X
Probate Court X Unknown
MARYLAND Yes
Circuit Court X X
District Court X X
Orphans' Court X Unknown
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Table 4: (continued)

Point at which filing counted Reopened Point at which disposition counted
At filing of peti- cases counted At adjudi- At entry of
State/court tion of complaint Other as new filings cation judgment
NEW YORK ?
Supreme Court At issue X
County Court At issgue X
Civil Court of the Cicy of
New York X X
Family Court X X
Distriet Court and
City Court X X
Surrogates' Court X X
Court of Claims X X
Town Court and Village
Justice Court X X
NORTH CAROLINA No
Superior Court X X
District Court X X
NORTH DAKOTA ?
District Court X X
County Court X X
OHIO Yes
Court of Common Pleas X X
County Court X X
Municipal Court X X
Court of Claims X X
Mayor's Court X Unknown
OKLAHOMA ?
District Court X X
Court of Tax Review X X
OREGON Yes
Circuit Court X X
Tax Court X X
District Court X X
County Cours: X X
Justice Court X X
Municipal Court X X
PENNSYLVANIA "Reinstated cases”
reported separately
Court of Common Pleas X X
District Justice Court X X
Philadelphia Municipal
Court X X
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court X X
PUERTO RICO ?

Superior Court
District Court

tal
tad

RHODE ISLAND Some
Superior Court
District Court
Family Court
Probate Court

> e e
R

Unknown

SOQUTH CAROLINA Generally
Circuit Court
Family Court
Magistrate Court
Probate Court

Ll
FE

SOUTH DAKOTA ?
Circuit Court X X
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Table 4: <(continued)

Point at which filing counted Reopened Point at which disposition counted

State/court

At filing of peti- cases counted At adjudi-
tion of complaint Other as new filings cation

MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth

Yes

At entry of
Judgment

MICHIGAN
Circuit Court
Court of Claims
bistrict Court
Municipal Court
Probate Courk

No

Unknown

fadE I ]

talt it

MINNESOTA
District Court
County Court, Probate
Court, County Municipa
Court, Conciliation
Court

1

X

MISSISSIPPI -- no data avai

lable

MISSOQURL
Circuit Court

-

JAONTANA
District Court
Justice of the Peace Cou
City Court

Yes

Tt

fa R ]

bt

NEBRASKA
District Court
Workmen's Compensation
Court
County Court
Municipal Court

No

e
e

NEVADA
District Court
Justice Court
Municipal Court

No

R
el et

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court
District Court
Probate Court
Municipal Court

Ea

i

NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law Div-
ision and Chancery Div
ision)

At issue

Superior Court, Law Div-

ision, Special Civil P
Surrogate's Court

art X

NEW MEXICO

District Court

Magistrate Court

Probate Court

Bernalillo County Metro—
politan Court

""Reopened cases'
reported separately

Unknown Unknown
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Table 4: {(continued)
Point at which filing counted Reopened Point at which disposition counted
At filing of peti- cases counted At adjudi- At entry of
State/coutt tion of complaint Other as new filings cation judgment
TENNESSEE ?
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court X Not consistent statewide
Law and Equity Court X Not counsistent statewide
Chancery Court X Not consistent statewide
General Sessions Court X Not consistent statewide
Probate Court X X
County Court X Unknown
Juvenile Court Unknown Unknown
TEXAS “Other cases added"
reported separately
District Court X X
County Court at Law, Coun~-
stitutional County
Court, and Probate Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court. X X
UTAR ?
District Court X X
Circuit Court X X
Justice Court X X
VERMONT ?
Superior Court X X
District Court X X
Probate Court X X
VIRGINIA Reported
separately
Circuit Court X X
District Court X X
WASHINGTON Not generally
Superior Court X X
Districkt Court X X
WEST VIRGINIA Some civil
Circuit Court X X
Magistrate Court X X
WISCONSIN Yes
Circuit Court X X
WYOMING Yes
District Court X X
County Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court - X X
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Table 5. Civil case tyse in which jury trials and bench trials are used
in state trial courts, 1984

Comments: The information contained in this table permits the identification of each case type where a jury trial
and/or bench trial is used, as well as the case types over which each court does not have jurisdiction.
This permits the identification of courts from which trial data could be reported and the kind of trial
data to expect.
General/ Adminis—
limited Real trative Trial
juris- property Small Domestic Mental agency court
State/court diction Tort Contract rights claims relations health Estate appeal appeal
ALABAMA
Circuit Court G X X X - X - ~- X X
District Court L 0 0 0 [} - - - — -
Probate Court L - - - - - 0 0 - -
ALASKA
Superior Court G X X X - X X 0 0 0
District Court L X X - o) - —— -- - —_—
ARIZONA
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X X
Justices of the Peace
Court L X X X 0 -— - - -~ -
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court G X X X -~ —- -- - X X
Chancery and Probate
Court G 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 - -
Court of Common Pleas L - 0 -~ - - - - - -
County Court L - - 0 - 0 - - - -
Municipal Court L - (o) (o) 0 - - - - -
City Court, Police Court L - 0 0 -- - - - - -
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court G X X X - X X X X X
Justice Court L X X X 0 -~ - - -— -
Municipal Court L X X X ¢] - - - - -
COLORADO
District Court G X X X - X X X 0 0
Water Court G - - X - - - - - -
County Court L X X X 0 ~— - - - 0
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G X X X 0 0 (o] - 0 -
Probate Court L - - - - 0 0 0 - -
DELAWARE
Court of Chancery G 0 0 0 - - 0 Q - -
Superior Court G X X X ~-= - X - 0 o]
Family Court L -= - - - 0 - - - -
Justice of the Peace
Court L 0 0 X (rare) -- - -— - - -
Court of Common Pleas L 0 0 o] - - -— - — -
Alderman's Court L - - - 0 - —— - - -
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G X b4 X X 0 X X 0 -

X
0 =
X/0

Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.
Only bench trials are held in this case type.
= Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others.

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

()=
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Table 5: (continued)
General/ Adwinis—
limited Real trative Trial
juris- property Small Domestic Mental agency court
State/court diction Tort Contract rights claims relations health ‘Estate appeal appeal
FLORIDA
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X 0 0
County Court L X X X X — — — —_— —
GEORGIA
Superior Court G X X X —_— X . _ X X
State Court L X X — X - - — —~— —
Probate Court L - - - - o 0 0 - -
Magistrate Court L (0) (0) - 0 - - _— -— o
Civil Court L X X - 0 _— - — — —
Municipal Court L X X - 0 - _— — _— _—
HAWAIIL
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X X X
District Court L o} 0 0 0 - - — —_— —
IDARO
District Gourt G X X X - X X X X X
ILLINQIS
Circuit Court G X X X X X/0 X o] 0 -
INDIANA
Superior Court and
Circuit Court G X X X o] X X X X X
Probate Court L - - - - X - X - -
County Court L X X X 0 —— - — -— —
Municipal Court of
Marion County L X X X - — X _— — X
Small Claims Gourt
of Marion County L - - - 0 — —_— _— —_— —
City Court and Town Court L X X - —— —— — - _— -—
I0WA
District Court G X X X o] X 0 X - 0
KANSAS
District Court G X X X 0 X X X X X
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X 0 0
District Court L X X X o X - 0 - -
LOUISIANA
District Court G X X X -— o] o] o 0 o]
City Court and Parish
Court L 0 0 0 0 - - — - -
Family Court and
Juvenile Court L —_— - - - 0 Q . -— -
Justice of the Peace
Court L - - — 0 —_— - — — -—
MAINE
Superior Court G X X X -— X - ——— 0 0
District Court L 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - -
Probate Court L - - - - 0 - 0 — —
MARYLAND
Circuit Court G X X X - Xx/0 o] X X X
District Court L 0 0 0 0 —-— — — _— —_—
Orphans' Court L - - -— - - - X - -— -

X = Jury trials and bench tr
0 = Only bench trials are he
X/0 = Jury trials are used i

ials are held in this case type.
1d in this case type.
n some subcategories, but not in others.

== = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts,
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the
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Table 5: {(continued)

General/ Adminis~
limited Real trative  Trial
juris- property Small  Domestic Mental agency court
State/court diction Tort Contract rights claims relations health Estate appeal appeal
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the Commonwealth:
Superior Court
Department G X X X - - —-— - X X
Housing Court
Department G - e X o] - - - - -
District Court
Departmeat G o} 0 0 0 0 ¢} - 0 0
Boston Municipal
Court Department G 0 0 0 0 o] 0 - - 0
Land Court
Department G - et X — - - - - -
Probate and Family
Court Department G nd - - —— 0 - X - -
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G X X X - X - - X X
Court of Claims G - - - - — - - 77 ——
District Court L X X X 0 - - - - -
Municipal Court L X X X 0 - - - — -
Probate .Court L - - - - 0 ¢} 0 - -
MINNESOTA
District Court G X X X — X X X 0 0
County Court, Probate
Court County Municipal
Court, Conciliation
Court L X X X 0] X X X - X
MISSISSIPPI ~- no data available
MISSOURI
Circuit Court G X X X 0 0 0 X X X
MONTANA
District Court G X X X - X X X X X
Justice of the Peace
Court and Municipal
Court L X X X 0 - - — - —_—
City Court L X X X 0 - - — — _—
NEBRASKA
District Court G X £ X - X X - 0 4]
Workmen's Compensation
Court L - - - —_ - -— j— 0 -
County Court L X X X 0 X - X - -
Municipal Court L X X X 0 - — — -— ——
NEVADA
District Court G X X X -— X/0 X X X X
Justice Court L X X X 0 - - ~— -— —_—
Municipal Court L Q Q 0 s} — - —-— — _—
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court G X X X - X - — — —
District Court L 0 0 0 0 0 - — - —
Probate Court L - - - - 0 0 0 - _—
Municipal Court L - - 0 0 - - —_— —_— -

X
o}

nou

Jury trials aod bench trials are held in this case type.
Only bench trials are held in this case type.
X/0 = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not im others.

~~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts,
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be
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Table 5: (continued)

General/ Adminis-
limited Real trative Trial
) juris- property Small Domestic Mental agency court
State/court diction Tort Contract rights claims relations health Estate appeal appeal
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law
Division and
Chancery Division) G X X X - 0 0 o] - -
Superior Court Law
Division, Special
Civil Part G X X 0] 0 - - —_— —— —
Surrogate's Court L —— - —-- - ? — 0 -— —
NEW MEXICO
District Court G X X X - X X X X X
Magistrate Court L 0] 0 0 - —— — _— _— —
Probate Court L - -— - - —— - o —_— -—
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court L 0 o 0 —_— _-— — — _— -—
NEW YORK
Supreme Court G X X X - X - - - -—
County Court G X X X - —-— —— - - 0
Civil Courk of the City
of New York L X X X X - e _— - —
Family Court L - - - —— 0 0 0 _ —
District Court and
City Court L X X X X —_— - - —-— —
Surrogates' Court L - - - — 0 - X _— —
Court of Claims L 0 0 0 —-— — —_— —— - —
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L X X X Q - - - — —_—
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G X X X -~ X X X X -
District Court L X X X 0 X - - - X
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court [ X e X - X —_— X X X
County Court L X X X 0 - X 0 — —_—
OHIO
Court of Common Pleas G X X X -— X/0 b4 X 4] -
County Court L X X X o] - - — -— -
Municipal Court L X X X 0 - —-— -— — ——
Court of Claims L - — - —— - - _— X —
OKLAHOMA
District Court G X X X X X X X X _—
Court of Tax Review L - - —-— - _— — — 0 .
OREGON
Circuit Court G X X X - 0 0 0 X X
Tax Court G — - —_— - — - - 0 ——
District Court L X X X 0 - -— 0 — _—
County Court L - - - -~ 0 0 0 - —
Justice Court L X X X 0 — -— - - -
PENHSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas G X X X - X/0 X X X X
District Justice Court L 0 0 0 _— -— - — — _
Philadelphia Municipal
Court L (o) (0) 0 0 - - - - -
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court L - — 0 — . - — - ——

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.
0 = Only bench trials are held in this case type.

X/0 = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others.

== = This court does not have jurisdiction io this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts,
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the
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Table 5: (continued)

General/ Adminis=-
limited Real trative  Trial
juris- property Small Domestic Mental agency court
State/court diction Tort Contract rights claims relations health Estate appeal appeal
PUERTO RICO
Superior Court G 0 0 0 —-— 0 - 0 0 0
District Court L 0 0 0 —-— 0 - - o] -
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G X X X - -= - e X X
District Court G 0 0 0 0 - 0 - 0 -
Family Court L - - - - 0 - - - ——
Probate Court L -- - —-— - —-— - 0 - -
SOUTH CARQOLINA
Circuit Court G X X X - - - - 0 0
Family Court L - - - -~ 0 - - - -
Magistrate Court i X X X X X - - - -
Probate Court L - - - - - 0 0 —— -
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G X X X o] X X X X X
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court G X X X - X X X X X
Law and Equity Court G X X X -- X X X X X
Chancery Court G - X X - X X X X X
General Sessions Court L 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 -
Probate Court L — - - - — —— 0 — -
Juvenile Court L - - - - 0 0 - - -
TEXAS
District Court [e] X X X - X - X X -
County Court at Law,
Constitutional County
Court, and Probate
Court L X X X X X X X - X
Jugtice of the Peace
Court L X X X o] - o] - - --
UTAH
Distyrict Court G X X X -— X X X o] 0
Circuit Court L X X X Q - — - - -
Justice of the Peace
Court L 0 0 - 0 -— - —_— - _—
VERMONT
Superior Court G X X X - X - - X X
District Court G X X - 0 X X - -— -
Probate Court L - - - - 0 0 0 - -
VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X -~ X/0 X X X g
Distriet Court L 0 0 0 - 0 0 - 0 -
WASHINGTON
Superior Court G X X X - 0 X X X X
District Court L X X - 0 X - - — —
WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X - X X X X X
Magistrate Court L X X - e - - - - -

X
0
X/0

]

(O]

Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.

Only bench trials are held in this case type.

= Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others.

-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

= Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts, contracts, and real property rights.
Unless otherwise indicated, it is assumed that small claims cases may be any of the three.
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Table 5: (continued)

General/ Admninis-
limited Real trative Trial
juris- property Small Domestic Mental agency court
State/court dicticn Tort Contract rights claims relations  health Estate appeal appeal
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court G X X X X X/o X 0 X X
WYOMING
District Court G X X X - X X X X X
County Court and Justice
of the Peace Court L X X X 0 X -= - - —_

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held ia this case Cype.

0 = Cnly bench trials are held in this case type.

X/0 = Jury trials are used in some subcategories, but not in others.
~- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

( ) = Small claims cases do not include one of the usual three case types: torts,
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Table 6. Point at which a trial is counted in civil cases, 1984

Comments: In presenting trial dats from state courts, those jurisdictions that are counting trials at their
beginning will not have data comparable with jurisdictions that do not count trials until their
completion. States, for example, that do not count trials until a decision is rendered will have a much
lower trial rate than states that count at the beginning of the trial because the latter will include
cases that are settled before decision. This table shows the point of counting (for statistical
reporting purposes) both civil jury trials amd civil bench trials.

Jury trials Bench trials
At opening
statement,
At opening swearing of
When jury  statement or At judgmeat, first witness, At judgment,
At jury is sworn/  sgwearing of completion, introduction completion,

State/court selection empaneled first witness decision of evidence decision
ALABAMA

Circuit Court X X

District Court X X

Probate Court Unknown
ALASKA

Superior Court X X

District Court X X
ARIZONA

Superior Court X X

Justices of the Peace Court X X
ARKANSAS

Circuit Court X X

Chancery Court X

Court of Common Pleas X

County Court X

Municipal Court X

City Court, Police Court X
CALIFORNIA

Superior Court X X

Justice Court X X

Municipal Court X X
COLORADO

District Court X X

Water Court X X

County Court X X
CONNECTICUT

Superior Court X X

Probate Court X
DELAWARE

Court of Chancery X

Superior Court X X

Family Court X

Justice of the Peace Court X

Court of Common Pleas X

Alderman's Court X
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Superiovr Court X X
FLORIDA

Circuit Court X X

County Court X X
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Table 6: (continued)

Jury trials

Bench trials

At opening
statement,
At opening swvearing of
statement or At judgment, first wituness, At judgmeat,
At jury swearing of completion, introduction completion,
State/court selection first witness decision of evidence decision
GEORGIA
Superior Court X X
State Courk X X
Probate Court X
Magistrate Court Unknown
Municipal Court X X
Civil Court X X
HAWAIIX
Circuit Court X
District Court X
IDAHO
District Court X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court X X
INDIANA
Superior Court and
Circuit Court X X
Probate Court X X
County Court X X
Municipal Court of Marion County X X
Small Claims Court of Marion
County X
City Court and Town Court X X
I0WA
District Court X
KANSAS
District Court X

KENTUCKY
Circuit Court
District Court

Not coasistent statewide
Not consistent statewide

LOUISIANA
District Court X
City Court and Parish Court X
Family Court and Juvenile Court X
Justice of the Peace Court X
MAINE
Superior Court X X
District Court Unknown
Probate Court Unknown
MARYLAND
Circult Courxt X
Distriect Court X
Orphans' Court Unknown
“"SACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth X
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court X
Court of Claiims Unknown
District Court X
Municipal Court X
Probate Court Unknown
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Table 6: (continued)
Jury trials . Bench trials
At opening
statement,
At opening swearing of -
When jury statement or At judgment, first witness, At judgment,
At jury is sworn/ swearing of completion, introduction completion,
State/court selection  empaneled first witness decision of evidence decision
MINNESOTA
District Court X X
County Court, Probhate Court,
County Municipal Court,
Conciliation Court X X
MISSISSIPPI -~ no data available
MISSOURI
Circuit Court X X
MONTANA
District Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court
and Municipal Court X X
City Court X X
NEBRASKA
District Court X X
Workmen's Compensation Court Unkaown
County Court X X
tiunicipal Court X X
NEVADA
District Court X X
Justice Court X X
Municipal Court X

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Courkt
District Court
Probate Court
Municipal Court

A trial is counted at the point trial is requested

Trials are not counted
Trials are not counted
Trials are not counted

NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law Division

and Chancery Division) X X
Superior Court Law Division,
Special Civil Part X X
Surrogate's Court Unknown
NEW MEXICOQ
District Court X X
Magistrate Court X X
Probate Court Unknown
Bernalillo County Metzro-
politan Court X X
NEW YORK
Supreme Court X X
County Court X X
Civil Court of the City of
New York X X
Family Court Factfinding hearings are
counted, rather thanm trials
District Court and City Court X X
Surrogates' Court X X
Court of Claims Not counted
Town Court and Village
Justice Court X
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court X X
District Court X X
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Table 6: (continued)

Jury trialsg Bench trials
At opening
statement,
At opening swearing of

When jury  statement or
At jury is sworn/ swearing of
State/court selection empaneled first witness

At judgment,

first witness, At judgment,
introduction completion,
of evidence decision

NORTH DAKOTA
District Court
County Court

OHIO
Court of Common Pleas
County Court
Municipal Court
Court of Claims
Mayor's Court

E R ]

OKLAHOMA
District Court

Court of Tax Review

X (when court is called
to order)
X

OREGON
Circuit Court
Tax Court
District Court
County Court
Justice Court

R R

PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas
District Justice Court
Philadelphia Municipal Court

Pittsburgh City Magistrates Court

El I

PUERTO RICO
Superior Court
District Court

]

RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court
District Court
Family Court
Probate Court

) o=

Unknown

SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court

Family Court
Magistrate Court
Probate Court

A jury trial is counted at filing of case if

indicated by attorney

-

SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court

TENNESSEE
Circuit Court
Law and Equity Court
Chancery Court
General Sessions Court
Probate Court
Juvenile Court

b

Not consistent’ statewide
Not counsistent statewide
Not consistent statewide
Not consistent statewide
Not consistent statewide
Unknown X

TEXAS
District Court
County Courkt at Law, Consti~
tutional County
Court, and Probate Court
Justice of the Peace. Court

38



Table 6: (continued)

Jury trials

Bench trials

At opening
statement,
At opening swearing of
When jury  statement or At judgment, first witness, At judgment,
At jury is sworn/ swearing of completion, introduction completion,

State/court selection empaneled first witness decision of evidence decision
UTAH

Distriect Court X X

Circuit Court X X

Justice Court X
VERMONT

Superior Court X X

Bistrict Court X X

Probate Court X
VIRGINIA

Circuit Court X X

District Court X
WASHINGTON

Superior Court X X

District Court X X
WEST VIRGINIA

Circuit Court X X (not consistent

. statewide)

Magistrate Court Not consistent statewide
WISCONSIN

Circuit Court X X

WYOMING
District Court
County Court
Justice of the Peace Court

o e

L
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Table 7. Criminal case type jurisdiction by state trial court, 1984

Comments: The criminal case type classifications used in this table are those used in the State Court Caseload
Statistics: Annual Report series. They have been chosen as a model set of data elements for caseload
inventory by the COSCA Court Statistics and Inforwation Systems Committee and are defined in State Court
Model Statistical Dictionary and Supplement.

One additional case type has been added to this table-~"limited felony"--to identify that stage in case
processing that takes place before the filing of the information or indictment, in contrast to 'triable
felony," which is the stage following the filing of the information or indictwent. In two-tier trial
court systems, these two stages of felony case processing generally take place in different courts. In
single-rier trial courts, the limited felony stage of case processing is generally not counted.
In the trial court jurisdiction guide, CSIM staff have ascertained from AOC staff in each state exactly
what case types are handled in each court and how they should be classified into the CSIM caseload
inventory.
General/
limited Trial
juris~ Triable Limited Misde~ DWI/ court
State/court diction felony felony meanor DUI appeal Miscellaneous
ALABAMA
Circuit Court G X - X X X -
District Court L - X X X - -—
Municipal Court L - - X X -~ -
(does not report data to the AOC)
ALASKA
Superior Court G X - X - X X
Disgtrict Court L - X X X -— X
ARIZONA
Superior Court G X -- X -~ X X
Justices of the
Peace Court L - X X X - -
Municipal Court L - -- X X - -
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court G X - X X X -
Municipal Court L - X X X - --
City Court, Police
Court L - b X X -= -
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court G X -~ - X X -—
Justice Court L ~- X X X -- -
Municipal Court L - X X X - -
COLORADD
Distriet Court G X X (for some -~ -~ X X
counties)
County Court L - X X X X -

CONNECTICUT

Superior Court G X X {not X X - —
counted)

DELAWARE

Superior GCourt G X - X -— X -
Family Court L - - X - - -—
Justice of the Peace L - -~ X ¥ - -
Court of Common Pleas L - X X - - -
Municipal Court of

Wilmington L - X (not X X - -

counted)

Alderman's Court L - - X X — -

X = The cou
-~ = The co
(not counte

rt has jurisdiction over this case type.

urt does not have jurisdiction over this case type.

d) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category im its reported
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the
information or indictment.
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Table 7: {(continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris~ Triable Limited Misde-~ DRI/ court
State/court diction felony felony meanor bur appeal Miscellaneous
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G X X (not X X - X
counted)
FLORIDA
Circuit Court G X X (not X X X X
couated)
County Court L - et X X i -
GEORGIA
Superior Court G X - X X X -
State Court L - X (not X X - -
counted)
Probate Court L - - X X - -
Magistrate Court L - X - - - -
(does not report data to the AOC)
Municipal Court L —— X X - - -
(does not report data to the AOC)
Civil Court L - X - - -— -
(does not report data to the AOGC)
Recorder's Court L - X - X - -
(does not report dsta to the AOC)
HAWAIT
Circuit Court G X - X X - -
District Court L - X X X - -
IDAHO
District Court G X X —_ X X -
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court G X X (not X X -— X
counted
except in
Cook County)
INDIANA
Superior Court and
Circuit Court G X - X X X X
County Court L - X X X it X
Municipal Court of
Marioa County L - X X X - X
Small Claims Court of
Marion County L - - —-— - - X
City Court and Town
Court L —-— - X X - -
I0WA
District Court G X X (not X X X -
counted)
KANSAS
District Court G X X X X X -
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G X - X ~— X -
District Court I - X X X - ~-
LOUISIANA
District Court G X X (not X X X X
counted)
City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court L - - X X - -

X = The court has jurisdiction over this case type.

-~ = The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type.
(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the

information or indictment.
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Table 7: {continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris~ Triable Limited Misde- DWI/ court
State/court diction felony felony meanor bul appeal Miscellaneous
MAINE
Superior Court G X -— X X X X
District Court L -— X X X - -
MARYLAND
Circuit Court G X - X - X X
District Court L - (filed here X X - -
but all
felounies go
to Circuit
Court)
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
Superior Court Dept. G X -— = - - -
Housing Court Dept. L X X X X - -
District Court Dept. L X X X X X -
Boston Municipal
Court Dept. L X X X X X -
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G X - -— X X -
District Court L —~ X X X - -
Municipal Court L - X X X - -
MINNESOTA
District Court G X - X - X -
County Court L - X X X - X
County Municipal Court L e X X X - -
MISSISSIPPL -~ no data available
MISSOURI
Circuit Court G X X X X X X
MONTANA
District Court G X - X — X -
Justice of the Peace
and Municipal Court L - - X X - -
(does not report data to the AOC)
City Court L — - X X - —
(does not reporr data to the AOC)
NEIBRASKA
District Court G X —— X X X -
County Court L -— X X X - -
Municipal Courxt L - X X X — -
NEVADA
District Court G X - X X X X
Justice Court L -— X X X —— -
Municipal Court L -- - X X - -~
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court G X - —~ - X -
District Court L -— X X X - -
Municipal Court L -- X X X - -

X = The court has jurisdiction over this case type.

-~ = The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type.

(not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the
information or indictment.
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Table 7: (continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris- Triable Limited Misde~ DWI/ court
State/court diction felony felony meanor DUT appeal Miscellaneous
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law
Division and
Chancery Division) G X - - - X --
Superior Court, Law
Division, Special
Civil Part, Viola-
tions Section L - X X X - -
Municipal Court L - X X X - -
NEW MEXICO
District Court G X - X - X -
Magistrate Court L - X X X - -
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court L - X X X - -
NEW YORK
Supreme Court G X - - X - -
County Court G X - - X X -
Criminal Court of the
City of New York L - X X X - -
District Court and
City Court L —— X X X - -
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L - X X X - —
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G X = X - X -
District Court L - X X X - -
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court G X - X - X -
County Court L - X X X X -
Municipal Court L - - -- X -— -
OHIO
Court of Common Pleas G X - -— - - -
County Court L - X X X X -
Municipal Court L - X X X X -
Mayor's Court L “= —-— - X - -=
(does not report data to the AOC)
OKLAHOMA
District Court G X X (not X X X X
counted)
OREGON
Circuit Court G X - -- -- X -
District Court L - X X X - -
Justice Court L - X X X - -
Municipal Court L - - X X - -
PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas G X - )6 X X -
District Justice Court L - X X X -~ -
Philadelphia
Municipal Court L -~ X X X - -
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court L - X X X - -

X = The court has jurisdiction over this case type.

~= = The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type.
(not counted) = This court reports data to the AQC, but does not include this case category in its reported
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the

information or indictment.
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Table 7: {continued)
General/
limited Trial
juris- Triable Limited Misde- DWI/ court
State/court diction felony felony meanor DUI appeal Miscellaneous
PUERTQ RICO
Superior Court G X - X - X -
District Court L —- X X X - -
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G X - X X X -
District Court L - X X X - ——
SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court G X - X X X -
Maristrate Court L - X X X - -
Municipal Court L - X X X - -
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G X X X X X -
TENNESSEE
Cirvcuit Court and
Criminal Court G X X (not X X X -
counted)
General Sessions Court L — - X X — -
(does not report data to the AOC)
Municipal Court L —— - X X - -
(does not report data to the A0C)
TEXAS
District Court and
Criminal District
Court G X —— X X — X
County Court at Law,
Constitutional County
Court L -— - X X X -
Municipal Court L - - X - - -
Justice of the Peace
Court L ~-= (filed X - ~-- -
here but all
felonies go to
Criminal District
Court)
UTAH
District Court G X - X - X -
Circuit Court L - X X X - -
Justice of the ;
Peace Court L - X X X - —-—
VERMONT
Pistrict Court G X X X X - —
VIRGINIA
Circuit Court e X ~— X — X -
District Court L - X X X - X
WASHINGTON
Superior Courk G X -— - - X -
District Court L —— X X X e -
Municipal Court L - - X X . —_—

X = The court has jurisdict
-- = The court does not hav
(not counted) = This court

informati

ion over this case type.
e jurisdiction over this
reports data to the AOC,

on or indictment.

case type.

but does not include this case category in its reported
caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the
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Table 7: {continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris- Triable Limited Misde- DWL/ court
State/court diction felony felony meanor DUI appeal Miscellaneous
WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X - X X X -
7 Magistrate Court L —-— X X X - -—
Municipal Court L - - -— X - -
(does not report data to the AOC)
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court G X X X X X —
Municipal Court L - - —_— X —— _—
WYOMING
¥, District Court G X - - -— X _—
v County Court L - X X X - —
Justice of the
Peace Court L - X X X - e
Municipal Court L - - - X _ -

X = The court has jurisdiction over this case type.

~- = The court does not have jurisdiction over this case type.

: (not counted) = This court reports data to the AOC, but does not include this case category in its reported

g caseload inventory because the court does not count felony cases until the filing of the
inforwation or indictment.
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Table 8. Felony definitions (minimum length of sentence), 1984

Comments: In an attempt to clarify how states were defining felonies, each AOC was asked to identify the
minimum length of sentence that a convicted felon could receive in state prison. This table
indicates that the length of the sentence is not an adequate defining characteristic to clarify what
is included in the felony case category.

revisions of the jurisdiction guide.

This subject will need further exploration in subsequent

No Less than More than No Less than More than
State ninimum* 1 year 1 year State minimum* 1 year 1 year 1 year
ALABAMA X NEBRASKA X
ALASKA NEVADA X
ARIZONA NEW HAMPSHIRE Unknown
ARKANSAS NEW JERSEY X
CALIFORNIA NEW MEXICO X
COLORADO 6 months NEW YORK X
CONNECTICUT NORTH CAROLINA X
DELAWARE X NORTH DAKOTA X
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA OHIO 6 months
FLORIDA OKLAHOMA X
GEORGIA X OREGON X
HAWAIL X PENNSYLVANIA X
(5 years)
IDAHQ X
PUERTO RICO 6 months
ILLINOIS
RHODE ISLAND X
INDIANA X
SOUTH CAROLINA 3 wmonths
IOWA X
SOUTH DAKOTA X
KANSAS
TENNESSEE X
KENTUCKY X
TEXAS X
LOUISIANA X (2 years)
MAINE UTAH X
MARYLAND X VERMONT X
MASSACHUSETTS X VIRGINIA X
MICHIGAN WASHINGTON X
MINNESOTA X WEST VIRGINIA X
MISSISSIPPI -- no data available WISCONSIN X
MISSOURY X WYOMING X
MONTANA X

%*In some jurisdictions, felonies are defined by
statutes without specifying length of sentence.
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Comments ¢

Criminal caseloads are not comparable if the courts are not defining cases in similar ways.

Table Q. Cr@minai case unit of count used by state trial courts, 1984

This table

indicates the point at which a criminal case is counted, the way in which defendants are counted, and the

contents of the charging document.

Each of these affects the comparability of caseload statistics.

Courts

that count criminal cases at the complaint are beginning tbe count at a much earlier point in the process than

courts that wait until the information or indictment.
will have a larger case count than courts that count cases at a later point in the process.
number of defendants per case and the contents of the charging document can affect the case count.

Those courts counting at the filing of the complaint

Similarly, the
Courts, for

example, that count each charge as a case will have a much larger case count than courts that count all charges
relevant to a single incident as one case.

Contents of Charging Document

indictment

Single Single
General/ One or incident incident
limited Single more (set # of (unlimi- One
juris~- Point of counting defen— defen— Single charges ted # of or more
Name of Court diction criminal case dant dants charge per case) charges) incidents
ALABAMA
Circuit Court G Indictment X X
District Court L Complaint X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X Unknown
ALASKA
Superior Court G Indictment X X
wistrict Court L Complaint X X
ARIZONA
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
Justices of the Peace
Court L Complaint X X (after 1/7/84)
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court c Information/indictment X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
City Court, Police Ct. L Complaint X X
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
Justice Court L Complaiut X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
COLORADO
District Court G First appearance for some X X
counties; information for
cases coming up from
County Court.
County Court L Complaint/summons X X
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
DELAWARE
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
Family Court L Complaint X X
Justice of the Peace Ct. L Complaint X X
Court of Common Pleas L Complaint X X
Municipal Court of
Wilmington L Complaint X X
Alderman's Court L Complaint X X
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G Complaint/information/ X X
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Table 9: (continued)
Contents of Charging Document
Single Single
General/ One or incident incident
limited Single wore (set 0 of  (unlimi- One
juris- Point of counting defen- defen~ Single charges ted 0 of or more
Name of Court diction  criminal case dant dantsg charge per case) charges) incidents
FLORIDA Information/indictment
Circuit Court G or sworn complaint X (Prosecutor decides)
County Court L Complaint X X
GEORGIA
Superior Court G Indictment, accusation X X
State Court and County
Court L Accusation X X
Magistrate Court L Complaint X X
Probate Court L Accusation X X
Municipal Court L No data reported
Civil Court L No data reported
Recorder's Court L No data reported
HAWATL
Circuit Court [ Complaint/indictment X X (most seri-
ous charge
District Courxt L Information or complaint X X (most seri-
ous charge
IDAHO
District Court G Information X X
Magistrates Division G Complaint X X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court [ Complaint/information/indictment X X
INDIANA
Superior Court and G Information/indictment X X (may not be
Circuit Court consistent)
County Court L Information/complaint X X (may not be
consistent)
Municipal Court of L Information/complaint X X (may not be
Marion County consistent)
City Court and Town L Information/complaint X X
Court (may not
be con~
sistent
IOWA
District Court G Information/indictment X X
KANSAS
District Court G First appearance/ X X
information/indictment
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G Information/indictment X X
Distriect Court L Complaint X X
LOUISIANA
District Court G Information/indictment Varies Varies
City Court and Parigh
Court, and Mumicipal
Court and Traffic
Court of New Orleans’ L Information, complaint X X
Justice of the Peace Ct. L No data reported
MAINE .
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
District Court L Information, complaint X X
MARYLAND
Circuit Court G Information/indictment X X
District Court L Citation/information X X
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Table 9: {(continued)
Conktents of Charging Document
Single Single ‘
General/ One or incident incident
limited Single more (set 1 of (unlimi~ One
juris~— Point of counting defen—- defen— Single charges ted 1 of or more
Name of Court diction criminal case dant dants charge per case) charges) incidents
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
Superior Court Dept. G Information/indictment Not counted X
Housing Court Dept. L Complaint X X
District Court Dept. L Complaint X X
Boston Municipal Ct. L Complaint X X
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G Information X X 1
District Court L Complaint X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
MINNESOTA
District Court G Complaint X X
County Court L Complaint X X
County Municipal Court L Complaint X X
MISSISSIPPI No data available
MISSOURI
Circuit Court G Complaint/information/ Not consistent statewide (depends on prosecutor)
indictment
MONTANA
District Court G Information/indictment X X
Justice of Peace Court
and Municipal Court L Complaint X X
City Court L Complaint X X
NEBRASKA (not cousistent
District Court G Information/indictment X X statewide)
County Court L Information/complaint X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
NEVADA
District Court G Irformation/indictment Varies Varies, depending oo prosecutor
Justice Court L Complaint Varies Varies, depending on prosecutor
Municipal Court L Complaint Varies Varies,; depending on prosecutor
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
District Court L Complaint X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law
Division and
Chancery Division) G Indictment/accusation X X
Superior Court (Law
Division, Special
Civil Part,
Violations Section) L Complaint X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
NEW MEXICO
District Court G Complaint X X
Magistrate Court L Complaint X X
Bernalillo Couaty
Metropolitan Court L Complaint X X
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Table 9: {(continued)
Contents of Charging Document
Single Single
General/ One or incident incideat
limited Single more (set 2 of {(uonlimi- One
jurig- Point of counting defen- defen~ Single  charges ted 2 of or more
Name of Court diction criminal case dant dants charge per case) charges) incidents
NEW YORK
Supreme Court G Information/indictment X X (may vary
w/prosec.)
County Court G Information/indictment X X (may vary)
Criminal Court of the
City of New York L Issue of docket number X X
District Court and
City Court L Complaint X X
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L Complaint X X
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
District Court L Complaint /summons X X (2 wmax)
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court G Information/indictment X X (may vary)
County Court L Complaint, information X Varies
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
OHIO
Court of Common Pleas G Arraignment X X
County Court L Warrant, summons X X
Municipal Court L Warrant, summons X X
Mayor's Court L No data reported
OKLAHOMA
District Court G Information/indictment X X
OREGON
Circuit Court G Complaint/indictment X (Number of charges not consisteat
statewide)
District Court L Complaint/Indictment X ditto
Justice Court L Complaint X ditto
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
PENNSYLVANIA Information or
Court of Common Pleas G docket transcript X X
District Justice Court L Complaint X X
Phila. Municipal Court L Complaint X X
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court L Complaint X X
PUERTO RICO
Superior Court G Accusation X X
District Court L Complaint (charge) X X
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G Information/indictment X X
District Court L Complaint X X
SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court G Indictment X X
Magistrate Court L Warrant, summons X X
Municipal Court 1 Warrant, summons X X
SOQUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G Complaint X X




Table 9: (continued)
Contents of Charging Document
Single Single
General/ One or incident incident
limited Single more (set 3 of (unlimi- One
juris- Point of counting defen-~ defen— Single charges ted 3 of or more
Name of Court diction criminal case dant dants charge per case) charges) incidents
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court G Information/indictment Not consistent statewide
General Sessions Court L No data reported
Municipal Court L No data reported
TEXAS
District Court and
Criminal District Court G Information/indictment X X
Constitutional County
Court L Complaint/information X (varies)
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
Justice of the Peace CE. L Complaint X X
UTAR
District Court G Information X X
Circuit Court L Information/citation X X
Jugtice Court L Citation X X
VERMONT
District Court G First appearance X X X
VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G Information/indictment X X
District Court L Warraat/summons X X
WASHINGTON
Superior Court G Information X X
District Court L Complaint/citation X X (2 max)
Municipal Court L Complaint/ecitation X X (2 max)
WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G Indictment/information X X
Magistrate Court L Warrant X X
Municipal Court L Complaint X X
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court G Initial appearance X X
Municipal Court L Complaint/citation X X
WYOMING
Pistriet Court G Informatiou/indictment X X
County . Court L Complaint/information X X
Justice of the Peace
Court L Complaint/information X X
Municipal Court L Citation/complaint X X
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Table 10. Criminal case types in which jury trials and bench trials
are used in state trial courts, 1984

Comments: The information contained in this table permits the identification
of each case type where a jury trial and/or bench trial is used,
as well as the case types over which each court does not have
jurisdiction. This permits the identification of courts from
which trial data could be reported and the kind of trial data to

expect.
General/
limited Trial
juris— Triable DWI/ court
State/court diction felony Misdemeanor DUT appeal
ALABAMA
Circult Gourt G X X X X
District Court L - 0 0 -
Municipal Court L - 0 0 -
ALASKA
Superior Court G X X - 0
District Court L — X X -
ARIZONA
Superior Court G X X - X
Justices of the
Peace Court L - X X am—
Municipal Court L - X X -
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court G X X X X
Municipal Court L - 0 0 —
City Court,
Police Court L e 0 0 -
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court G X - X X
Justice Court L -= X X -
Municipal Court L - X X -
COLNRADO
Digtrict Court G X ~ - 0
County Court L - X X 0
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G X X X -

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 10: (continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris- Triable DWI/ court
State/court diction felony Misdemeanor DUT appeal
DELAWARE
Superior Court G X X - X
Family Court L - 0 - -
Justice of the
Peace Court L - 0] 0] -
Court of Common
Pleas L - X - -
Municipal Court
of Wilmiagton L - 0 ¢ -
Alderman's Court L - 0 0 _—
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G X X X -
FLORIDA
Circuit Court G X X X 0
County Court L - X X -
GEORGIA
Superior Court G X X X X
State Court L - X X -
Probate Court L - O 0 -
Municipal Court L - 0 - —~—
Recorder's Court L - - 0 —~—
HAWATLIL
Circuit Court G X X X X
District Gourt L - 0 0 -
IDAHO
District Court G X X X X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court G X X X -
INDIANA
Superior Court and
Circuit Court G X X X X
County Court L - X X -
Municipal Court of
Marion County L - X X e
City Court and Town
Court L - X X X

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
~-— = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 10: (continued)

Geuneral/
limited Trial
juris-— Triable DWI/ court
State/court diction felony Misdemeanor DUL appeal
I0WA
District Court G X b4 X X
KANSAS v
District Court G X X X X
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court G X X - X
District Court L - X X ~
LOUISIANA
District Court G X X X 0
City Court and
Parish Court,
and Municipal
Court: and
Traffic Court
of Mew Orleans L - 0 0 —
MAINE
Superior Court G X X X X
District Court L - 0 0 -
MARYLAND
Circuit Court G X X - X
District Court L - 0 0 -
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
Superior Court
Department G X - - -
Housing Court
Department L X X X -
District Court
Department L X X X X
Boston Municipal
Court Dept. L X X X X
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court G X —— X X '
District Court L -~ X X - t
Municipal Court L - X X ——

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
—-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.



Table 10:

State/court

MINNESOTA
District Court

County Court and

Caounty Muni-
cipal Court

(continued)

General/
limited
juris-—
diction

Triable
felony

Misdemeanor

DWL/
DUI

L —_——

Trial
court

appeal

MISSISSIPPI -~ no data available

MISSQURI
Circuit Court

X

MONTANA
District Court
Justice of the
Peace Court
and Municipal
Court
City Court

NEBRASKA
District Court
County Court
Municipal Court

[l
i
1

O >

O b

NEVADA
District Court
Justice Court
Municipal Court

[l 3
]
f

O M ™

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court
District Court
Municipal Court

(el il
1
i

NEW JERSEY

Superior Court
(Law Division
and Chancery
Division)

Superior Court
Law Division,
3pecial Civil

Part, Viola-

tions Section
Municipal Court

X
0

nm

Jury trials and bench trials are held.
Bench trials are held in this case type.

—-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 10: (continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris-— Triable DWI/ court
State/court diction felony Misdemeanor DUL appeal
NEW MEXICO
District Court G X X - X
Magistrate Court L - X X -
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Ct. L -~ X X -~
NEW YORK
Supreme Court G X - X -
County Court G X - X 0
Criminal Court of
the City of
New York L - X X -
District Court
and City Court L - X X -
Town Court and
Village Justice
Court L - X X -
NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court G X (required) X -
X
District Court L - o] 0 -
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court G X X - X
County Court L - X X X
Municipal Court L — - 0 -
OHIO
Court of Common
Pleas G X - - -
County Court L - X X X
Municipal Court L - X X X
Mayor's Court L -= -~ 0 -
OKLAHOMA
District Court G X X X X
OREGON
Circuit Court G X - —— X
District Court L - X X -
Justice Court L - X X -
Municipal Court L - X X ~

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
—— = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

=
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Table 10: (continued)
General/
limited Trial
juris-— Triable DWI/ court
State/court diction felony Misdemeanor DUI appeal
PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common
Pleas G X X X X
District Justice
Court L - 0 0 -
Philadelphia Municipal
Court L - 0 0 -
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Ct. L - 0 0 -
PUERTO RICO
Superior Court G X X - X
District Court L - 0 0 -
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court G X X X X
District Court G - 0 0 —
SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court G X X X 0
Magistrate Court L -— X X —
Municipal Court L - X X -
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G X X X X
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court G X X X X
General Sessions
Court L - 0 O -
Municipal Court L - o 0 -
TEXAS
District Court
and Criminal
District Court G X X X -
Constitutional
County Court L - X X X
Municipal Court L - X -— -
Justices of the
Peace Court L - X —— -

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held.

0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.

—-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 10: (continued)

General/
limited Trial
juris- Triable DWL/ court
State/court diction felony Misdemeanor LUL appeal
UTAR
District Court G X X - 0
Circuit Court L —— X b.¢ -
Justice of the
Peace Court L - ) 0] -
VERMONT
District Court G X X X —_—
VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X — X
District Court L — 0 0 —
WASHINGTON
Superior Court G X - -— X
District Court L - X X —
Municipal Court L - X X -
WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G X X X X
Magistrate Court L - X X -
Municipal Court L - - 0 —-—
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court G X X X ——
Municipal Justice
Court L - - 0 -
WYOMING
District Court G X - - X
County Court L - X X -
Justice of the
Peace Court L - X X -
Municipal Court L - - X -

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
~- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 11. Point at which disposition is counted in criminal cases, 1984

Comments: In presenting trial data for state courts, trial data from those jurisdictions that are counting trials at
their beginning are not comparable with trial data from jurisdictions that do not count trials until their
completion. This table shows the point of counting (for statistical reporting purposes) both criminal
jury trials and criminal bench trials. ’

Jury trial Bench trial

At opening At opening
When jury statement or At verdict, statement, At judgment,
At jury is sworn/  swearing of completion, introduction completion,
State/court selection . empaneled first witness or decision of evidence decision

ALABAMA
Circuit Court X X
District Court X
Municipal Court Unknown

ALASKA
Superior Court X X
District Court X X

ARIZONA
Supetrior Court
Justices of the Peace Ct.
Municipal Court

E ol
o

ARKANSAS
Circuit Court X
Municipal Court
City Court, Police Ct.

it

CALIFORNIA
Superior Court X
Justice Court X
Municipal Court X

>

COLORADO »
District Court X X
County Court X X

CONNECTICUT
Superior Court X X

DELAWARE
Superior Court X
Family Court
Justice of the Peace Ct.
Court of Common Pleas X
Municipal Court of
Wilmington
Alderman's Court

Bt

<o

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court X X

FLORIDA
Circuit Court X X
County Court X X

GEORGIA
Superior Court X
State Court X
Probate Court
Municipal Court
Recorder's Court Unknown

E i
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Table 11. (continued)

Jury trial Benich trial
At opening At opening
When jury  statement or At verdict, statement, At judgment,
At jury is sworn/ swearing of completion, iatroduction completion,
State/court selection empaneled first witness or decision of evidence decision
HAWALL
Circuit Court X X
District Court X
IDAHO
District Court X X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court X X
INDIANA
Superior Court and
Circuit Court X X
County Court X X
Municipal Court of
Marion County X X
City Ct. and Town
Court X X
IOWA ,
District Court X X
KANSAS
District Court X X
KENTUCKY
Circuit Court X Not consistent statewide
District Court X Not consistent statewide
LOULSIANA
District Court X X
City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court and Traffic
Court of New Orleans X
MAINE
Superior Court X X
District Court Unknown
MARYLAND
Circuit Court X X
District Court X
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of rhe Commonwealth: X X
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court X X
District Court X X
Municipal Court X X
MINNESOTA
District Court X X
County Court, County
Municipal Court X X
MISSISSIPPI -- no data available
MISSOURI
Circuit Court X X
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Table 11. (continued)

Jury trial Bench trial
At opening At opening
When jury  statement or At verdict, statement, At judgment,
At jury is sworn/  swearing of completion, introduction completion,
State/court selection empaneled first witness or decision of evidence decision
MONTANA
District Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court
and Municipal Court X X
City Court X X
NEBRASKA
District Court X X
County Court X X
Municipal Court X
NEVADA
District Court X X
Justice Court X X
Municipal Court X

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court
District Court
Municipal Court

Trial is counted at poink a jury trial is requested

Trials not counted
Trials not counted

NEW JERSEY

Superior Court {Law
Division and
Chancery Division)

Superior Court, Special
Civil Part, Viclations
Section

Municipal Court

NEW MEXICO
District Court
Magistrate Court
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court

NEW YORK

Supreme Court

County Court

Criminal Court of the
City of New York

District Court and
City Court

Town Court and Village
Justice Court

NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court
District Court

NORTH DAKQTA
District Court
County Court
Municipal Court

M

OHIO
Court of Common Pleas
County Court
Municipal Court

L ]

Ea

QKLAHOMA
District Court

X (when court is called
to order)
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Teble 1l. (continued)

Jury trial

State/court

OREGON
Circuit Court
District Court
Justice Courxt
Municipal Court

At opening

When jury
is sworn/
empaneled

At jury
gelection

statement or
swearing of
first witness

At verdict,
completion,
or decision

Bench trial

bl ol

At opening
statement,
introduction
of evidence

At judgment,
completion,
decision

Ea R

PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas
District Justice Court
Phila., Municipal Court
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court

E

PUERTO RICO
Superior Court
District Court

RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court
District Court

SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court
Magistrate Court
Municipal Court

o X

fa iRl

SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court

TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court
General Sessions Court
Municipal Court

Not consistent statewide
Unknown
Unknown

TEXAS
District Court and
Criminal District Court
Constitutional County Court
Municipal Gourt
Justice of the Peace Ct.

< opd

> X

UTAH
District Court
Circuit Court .
Justice of the Peace Court

L

VERMONT
District Court

VIRGINIA
Circuit Court
District Court

WASHINGTON
Superior Court
District Court
Municipal Court

Eala ot

b ]

WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court
Magistrate Court
Municipal Court

X
Not consistent statewide
Not consistent statewide
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Table 11, (continued)

Jury trial Bench trial
At opening At opening
When jury  statement or At verdict, statement, At judgment,
At Jjury is sworn/  swearing of completion, introduction completion,
State/court selection empaneled  first witness or decision of evidence decision
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court X X
Municipal Court X
WYOMING
District Court X X
County Court X X
Justice of the Peace Court X X
Municipal Court X X

63



%9

Table 12. Point at which dispoesition is counted in criminal cases for statistical reporting purposes, 1984

Comments:

are not comparable.

1f courts are counting the disposition of cases at different points, then time-to-disposition data and status of cases data
This is more important in caseflow data than for caseload inventory.

This table indicates that the counting of dispositions (for statistical reporting purposes) varies, with many courts
counting trial dispositions at the time judgment is pronounced, but wany others wait until sentencing.

At adju- At entry At At adju- At entry At
State/court dication of judgment sentencing State/court dication of judgment  sentencing
ALABAMA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Circuit Court X Superior Court X
District Court X
Municipal Court Unknown FLORIDA
Circuit Court X
ALASKA County Court X
Superior Court X
District Court X GEORGIA
Superior Court X
ARTZONA State Court X
Superior Court X Probate Court X
Justice of the Municipal Court X
Peace Court X Civil Court Unknown
Municipal Court X Racorder's Court Unknown
ARKANSAS HAWAIL
Circuit Court X Circuit Court X
Municipal Court X District Court X
City Court,
Police Court X IDAHO
District Court X
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court X ILLINOIS
Justice Court X Circuit Court X
Municipal Court X
INDIANA
GOLORADC Superior Court and
Distriet Court X Circuit Court X
County Court X County Court X
Municipal Court of
CONNECTICUT Marion County X
Superior Court X City Ct. and Town
Court X

DELAWARE

Superior Court

Family Court

Justice of the
Peace

Court of Common
Pleas

Municipal Court of
Wilmington

Alderman's Court

TOWA
District Court

X (jury trial)

X (bench trial)

KANSAS
District Court

KENTUCKY
Circuit Court
District Court

1
\
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
}
i
|
f
1
|
|
!
|
|
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LOUISIANA
District Court X
City Court and
Parish Court,
and Municipal Court
and Traffic Court
of New Orleans X

MAINE
Superior Court X
District Court X

NEW JERSEY

Superior Court (Law
Division and Chancery
Division) X

Superior Court Law
Division, Special
Civil Part,
Violations Section

Municipal Court

MARYLAND
Circuit Court
bistrict Court

MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth

NEW MEXICO
District Court
Magistrate Court
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court

MICHIGAN
Circuit Court
District Court
Municipal Court

Ea i

MINNESOTA
District Court
County Court
County Municipal
Court

NEW YORK
Supreme Court X
County Court X
Criminal Court of the
City of New York X
District Court and
City Court X
Town Court and Village
Justice Court X

NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court X
District Court X

MISSISSIPPI -- no data available

MISSOURI
Circulit Court X

NORTH DAKOTA
District Court
County Court
Municipal Court

s R atal

MONTANA
District Court
Justice of the
Peace and Municipal
Court
City Court

QHIO
" Court of Common Pleas
County Court
Municipal Court
Mayor's Court Unknown

i ]

NEBRASKA
District Court
County Court
Municipal Court

LR ]

OKLAHOMA
District Court X

NEVADA
District Court
Justice Court
Municipal Court

o

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court
District Court
Municipal Court

]

QREGON
Circuit Court
District Court
Justice Court
Municipal Court

o b M

PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas
District Justice Court
Philadelphia Municipal
Court X
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court X

o lie]

-
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Table 12: {coatinued)

State/court

PUERTO RICO
Supesioxr Court
District Court

At adju-
dication

At entry At
of judgment = sentencing

RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court
District Court

State/court

UTAH
District Court
Circuit Court
Justice Court

At adju- At entry
dicagtion of judgment

At
sentencing

e ]

SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court
Magistrate Court
Municipal Court

VERMONT
District Court

SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court

TENNESSEE
Circuit Court
and Criminal
Court
General Sessions
Court
Municipal Court

Unknown
Unknown

VIRGINIA
Circuit Court
Distriet Court

WASHINGTON
Superior Court
District Court
Municipal Court

Not consistent statewide
X
X

TEXAS

District Court and
Criminal District
Court

Constitutional
County Court

Municipal Court

Justice of the
Peace Court

WEST VIRGINIA
Circuit Court
Magistrate Court
Municipal Court

Unknown

WISCONSIN
Circuit Court
Municipal Court

WYOMING
District Court
County Court
Justice of the
Peace Court
Municipal Court
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Table 13. Initiation of limited and triable felony cases in state trial courts, 1984

Comments:

This table was initially planned to indicate the use of felony preliminary hearings in trial courts, but in the course of collecting

information on preliminary
understand and compare the

The first three columns in
columns indicate the court
felonies filed are triable

hearings from the AOCs, CSIM project staff learned that a great deal of additional iunformation was needed to
felony statistics being reported by state trial courts.

this table indicate the process used in each state to protect the defendant's rights.
jurisdiction and when a felony filing is counted in each court.
or limited in each court.

The fourth and fifth
The next four columns define whether
The final two columns are important for statistical aggregation because they

indicate whether statistics reported by each court permit the subtraction of defendants bound over after preliminary hearing from total

felony filings in the state, thus avoiding double counting of felony cases.

statistics to be usable.
yes in that column.

Each of the last two columns must contain a yes for the

Any state that has a no in the next to the last column is counting fewer felony cases than states that have a

Process used to protect

defendant's rights

Limited/triable felonies

Are Can Are
Are felony judge Can limited
grand prelim. Are in this Judge *Are felony
juries - hearings Is prelim. At what prelim. court in this  limited manner of
re- re~ in lieu of point does Are hearings accept court felony disposition
quired . quired or in addi- this court felonies held plea in dismiss filings data
in this in this tion to Juris~ count a tried in in this felony felony reported by reported by
Name of court state? state? grand jury? diction felony case? this court? court? case? case? this court? this court?
ALABAMA Yes Yes Addition
Circuit Court G Indictment Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes No
Municipal Court L Complaint No No
ALASKA Either prelim In lieu of
Superior Court or grand jury G Indictment Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
ARIZONA Either prelim In lieu of
Superior Court or grand jury G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Justices of the Peace Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
Municipal *Court L Complaint No No
ARKANSAS Rare Yes In lieu of
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes Yes
City Court, Police Court L Complaint No No
CALIFORNIA No Yes In lieu of
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Justice Court L Complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes

~-— = Not applicable.

*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors.
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Table 13: continued

Process used to protect

defendant's rights

Limited/triable felonies

Are Can Are
Are felony judge Can limited
grand prelim, Are in this judge *Are felony
juries hearings Is prelim. At what prelim. court in this limited manner of
re- re- in lieu of point does Are hearings accept court felony disposition
quired quired or in addi~ this court felonies held plea in dismiss filings data
in this in this tion te Juris~ count a tried in in this felony felony teported by reported by
Name of court state?  state? grand jury? diction felony case? this court? court? case? case? this court? this court?
COLORADO No Yes (o grand jury)
District Gourt G Initial appear- Yes Yes Yes Yes For some No
rance; info. counties
County Court L Complaint wo Yes Yes Yes Yes RNo
CONNECTICUT 7? Yes Addition
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes Yes Yes Yes No No
DELAWARE Yes Yes In lieu of
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Justice of the Peace Court L Complaint No No
Court of Common Pleas L Complaint No Yes Misdemeanor only Yes Yes
Municipal Court of
Wilmington L Complaint No Yes ? ? No No
Alderman's Court L Complaint No No
DISTRICT OF COLJMBIA
Superior Court Yes Yes Addition G Complaint/ Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
info/indict
FLORIDA Yes " No In lieu of
Circuit Court (rare) G Complaint/ Yes No Yes Yes —_
info/indict
County Court L Complaint No Rarely No No No
GEORGIA Yes No In lieu of
Superior Court G Indict/ Yes Rare Yes Yes No
accusation
State Court L Accusation No Rare No Yes No
Probate Court L Accusation No No
Magistrate Court L Complaint No Rare No Yes No
Municipal Court L Unknown No Unknown
Civil Court L Unknown No Unknown
Recorder’s Court L Unknown No Unknown
HAWAIL Yes No In lieu of
Circuit Court G Complaint/ Yes No Yes Yes -
indict
Distriect Court L Info/complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes

—— = Not applicable.

*This question applies only to felony charees, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors.
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IDAHO No Yes No grand jury
District Court G Information Yes No Yes Yes -—
Magistrates Division of
District Court G Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
ILLINOIS No No In lieu of
Circuit Court G Complaint/ Yes Yes Yes Yes Cook County No
info/indict only
INDTANA No Yes Addition
Superior Court and
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes Yes Yes Yes No
County Court L Info/complaint No Yes Class D felonies Yes No
Municipal Court of
Marion County L Info/complaint No Yes Class D felonies Yes No
City Ct. and Town
Court L Info/complaint No No
I0WA No No (Both rare)
District Court G Info/indict Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
KANSAS No Yes In lieu of
District Court G Info/indict, Yes Yes Yes Yes No
first appearance
KENTUCKY Yes No Addition
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -—
District Court L Complaint No Yas ? Yes Yes No
LOUISIANA Yes Yes In lieu of
District -Court G Info/indict Yes Yes Yes Yes No
City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court and Traffic
Court of New Orleans L Info/complaint No No
MAINE Yes Yes Addition
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Info/complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes No
MARYLAND No No In lieu of
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Distriect Court L Info/citation Ne Rare No Yes No No
(Felonies go to
Circuit Court)
MASSACHUSETTS Yes Yes Addition
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
Superior Court Dept. G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes Not. applic.
Housing Court Dept. L Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
District Court Dept. L Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Boston Municipal Ct. Dept. L Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
MICHIGAN No Yes In lieu of
Circuit Court G Information Yes No Yes Yes Not. applic.
District Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No

-~ = Not applicable.

*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors.
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Table 13: continued
Process used to protect

defendant's rights Limited/triable felonies
Are Can Are
Are felony judge Can limited
grand prelim. Are in this judge *Are felony
juries hearings Is prelim. At what prelim. court in this limited manner of
re- Te- in lieu of point does Are hearings accept court felony disposition
quired quired or in addi- this court felonies held plea in dismiss filings data
in this in this  tion to Juris- count a tried in in this felony felony reported by reported by
Name of court state? state? grand jury? diction felony case? this court? court? case? case? this court? this court?
MINNESOTA Yes Yes In lieu of
District Court G Complaint Yes No Yes Yes -
County Court and
County Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes 7 Yes No No

MISSISSIPPI —— no trial court data available

MISSOURI No Yes In lieu of
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes Yes-in Yes Yes Yes Yes
Assoc.
Div.
MONTANA No No (Both rare)
District Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Justice of the Peace Ct. L Complaint No No No No No
and Municipal Court
City Court L Complaint No No No No No
NEBRASKA No Yes (Grand jury rare)
Distriet Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
County Court L Info/complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes Ho
Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes No
NEVADA Yes Yes Addition
District Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes —_—
Justice Court L Complaint No Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Municipal Court L Complaint No No
NEW HAMPSHIRE Yes No In lieu of
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
Menicipal Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes Yo
NEW JERSEY Yes Yes Addition
Superior Court (Law
Division and
Chancery Division) G Indictment/ Yes No Yes Yes -
accusation
Superior Court Law Div.,
Special Civil Part,
Violations Section L Complaint No Yes ? ? No
Municipal Court L Complaint No Yes No No No

-~ = Not applicable.
*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors.
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NEW MEXICO No Yes In lieu of
District Court G Complaint Yes No Yes Yes -
Magistrate Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
NEW YORK Yes Yes Addition
Supreme Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
County Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Criminal Court of the
Ccity of New York L Issue docket No Yes No Yes Yes Yes
number
District Court and
City Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes Yes
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes No
NORTH CAROLINA Yes Yes Addition
Superior Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Complaint/ No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
summons
NORTH DAKOTA No Yes In lieu of
District Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
County Court L Info/complaint No Yes ? Yes Yes No
Municipal Court L Complaint No No
OHIO No No In lieu of
Court of Common Pleas G Arraignment Yes Ne Yes Yes -
County Court L Warrant /summons No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
Municipal Court L Warrant/summons No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
OKLAHOMA No Yes Neither
District Court G Info/indict. Yes Yes Yes Yes No
OREGON No No In lieu of
Circuit Court G Complaint/ Yes No Yes Yes ——
indictment
District Court L Complaint No Yes ? ? Yes No
Justice Court L Complaint No Yes ? ? Yes No
Municipal Court L Complaint No No
PENNSYLVANTIA No Yes In lieu of
Court of Common Pleas G Information Yes No Yes Yes -
District Justice Court L Complaint No Yes No Yes Yes Yes
Phila. Municipai Court L Complaint No Yes No ? Yes No
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court L Complaint No Yes No ? Yes No
PUERTO RICO No Yes No grand jury
Superior Court G Accusation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
District Court L Complaint No Yes ? ? No No
RHODE ISLAND Yes No In lieu of
Superior Court G Info/indict. Yes Yes Yes Yes No
District Court L Complaint No No No No Yes No

—— = Not applicable.

*This question applies only to felony

charges,

not to charges reduced to misdemeanors.




Procxss used to protect
defencant's rights

Limited/triable felonies

Ate Can Are
Are felony judge Can limited
grand prelim. Ate in this judge *Are felony
juries  hearings Is prelim. At what prelim. ~court in this limited manner of
re- re- in lieu of point does Are hearings accept court felony disposition
quired quired or in addi- this court felonies held plea in dismiss Ffilings data
in this in this tion to Juris-  count a tried in in this felomy felony reported by reported by
Name of court state?  state? grand jury? diction felony case? this court? court? case? case? this court? this court?
SOUTH CAROLINA Yes Yes Addition
Circuit Court G Indictment Yes No Yes Yes -
Magistrate Court L Warraant /summons No Yes No Yes No Yes
Municipal Court L Warrant/summons No Yes No Yes No Yes
SOUTH DAKOTA No No In lieu of
Circuit Court G Complaint Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes, but not No
separately
TENNESSEE Yes ? No (No felony
prelims)
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes —-—
General Sessions Court L No data No Misde- - No data
wmeanors
only
Municipal Court L No data No Ko
TEXAS No No In lieu of
District Court and
Criminal District Court G Info/indict Yes ? Yes Yes ¥o
County Court at Law,
Constitutional County
Court, & Probate Ct. L Info/complaint No No
Municipal Court L Complaint No No No No
Justice of the Peace Ct. L Complaint Yo ¥o No No
UTAR Ro Yes In lieu of
Distriet Court G Informacion Yes No Yes Yes -—
Circuit Court L Information No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
Justice of the Peace
Court L Citation No Yes ? Yes Yes Yes
VERMONT No No (No grand jury)
Distriet Court G First appear- Yes 1f Yes Yes -
ance requested
VIRGINIA Yes Yes Addition
Circuit Court G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Warrant/sumons No Yes ? Yes Yes No

-~ = Not applicable.

*This question applies only to felouy charges, not tc charges reduced to misdemeanors.
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WASHINGTON No No (No grand jury)
Superior Court G Information Yes No Yes Yes -
District Court L Complaint/ No Yes No Yes Yes No
citation
Municipal Court L Complaint/ No No
citation
WEST VIRGINIA Yes Yes Addition
Circuit Court G Infe/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
Magistrate Court L Warrant No Yes No No Yes No
WISCONSIN No Yes (No grand jury)
Circuit Court G First appear- Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
ance
WYOMING No No In lieu of
District Gourt G Info/indict Yes No Yes Yes -
County Court L Complaint/info No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Justice of the
Peace Court L Info/compilaint No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Not applicable.

*This question applies only to felony charges, not to charges reduced to misdemeanors.



Table 14. Traffic/other violations handled by state trial courts, 1984

Comments: The traffic/other vinlations case type classifications used in this table are those used in the State Court
Caseload Statistics: Annual Report series. They have been chosen as a wodel set of data elements for caseload
inventory by the COSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems Committee and are defined in the Supplement to
the State Court Model Statistical Dictionary. z

The broad classification "traffic/other violations" is new and resulted from a decision in 1984 by the COSCA
CSIS Committee to move ordinance violations out of the criminal category and combine them with traffic
violations., This decision resulted from the Committee's belief that serious criminal cases should be separated
from less serious cases.

In the trial court jurisdiction guide, CSIM staff have ascertained from AOC staff in each state exactly what
case types are handled in each court and how they should be classified into the CSIM caseload inventory. The
guide has made it clear that a large proportion of traffic/other violations cases are handled in limited
jurisdiction courts that do not report data to state administrative offices.

Miscel- Parking violations
General/ laneous Contested 1is
limited Moving (nonmoving) included in
juris- traffic traffic Court has another traf- Ordinance
State/court diction violations violations jurisdiction fic category violations
ALABAMA
District Court L X X X (not counted) Yes -
Municipal Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not reported data to AOC)
ALASKA
District Court L X X "X (very few Yes X
counted)
ARIZONA
Justices of the Peace Court L X X (not X (not counted) Yes -
counted)
Municipal Court L X X (not X (not counted) Yes X (not counted)
counted)
ARKANSAS
Municipal Court L X X X {not counted) Yes X
City Court, Police Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
CALIFORNIA
Justice Court L X X X ? X
Municipal Court L X X X 1 X
COLORADO
County Court L X X - -
Municipal Court L X X X (not counted)  Unknown X
(does not reported data to AOC)
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court G X X X (not counted) Yes X
DELAWARE - =
Fanily Court® L X X - -
Justice of the Peace
Court L S X L -
Municipal Court of
Wilmington L X X X No X
Alderman's Court L X X X No X
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court G X X X (Capitol po-~ Yes X
lice only)

#* = Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court.
X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type
~~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 14. (continued)

Miscel- Parking violations
General/ laneous Contested 1s
limited = Moving (noomoving) included in
juris-— traffic traffic Court has another traf- Ordinance
State/court diction violatious violations jurisdiction fic category violations
FLORIDA
County Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
GEORGIA
Superior Court G X X - X
State Court L X X - ~-=
Probate Court L X X - -
Juvenile Court* L X X - -
Magistrate Court L - - - X
(does not report data to AOC)
Recorder's Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
HAWALL
Circuit Court G X X - ~-
District Court L X X X Neo X
IDAHO
District Court G - - - X
Magistrates Division G X X X (not counted) Yes X
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court G X X X (in No X
Chicago ’
and some
other cities)
INDIARA
Circuit Court and
Superior Court G X X X (oot known if included -
in caseload)
County Court L X X X Yes X
Municipal Court of
Marion County L X X X Yes X
City Court and Town Court L X X X Yes X
IOWA
District Court G X X X (not counted) ' Yes X
KANSAS
District Court G X X -~ -
Municipal Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AQC)
KENTUCKY
District Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
LOUISIANA
City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court and Traffic
Court of New Orleans L X X X (not' counted) Yes X
Justice of the Peace
Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
Mayor's Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
MAINE
Superior Court G X - - X
District Court L X X X Yes X
* = Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court.
X = This court bhas jurisdiction in this case type
== = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 14. (continued)

Miscel- Parking viclations
General/ laneous Contested 1s
limited Moving {nonmoving) included in
juris=- traffic traffic Court has another traf- Ordinance
State/court diction  wviolations violatioas jurisdiction fic category violations
MARYLAND
District Court L X X - X
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
District Court Dept L X X - X
Boston Municipal Court Dept L X X - X
MICHIGAN
District Court L X X - X
Municipal Court L X X - X
Probate Court® L X X - -
MINNESOTA
County Court and
County Municipal Court L X X X ? X
MISSISSIPPL (No data are available)
MISSOQURI
Circuit Court G X X X Yes X (uncontested

(Municipal Department handles parking, but does not report data to AOC)

not counted)

MONTANA
Justice of the Peace
Court and Municipal Court L X X X Unknown -
(does not report data to AOC)
City Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
NEBRASKA
County Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
Municipal Court L X X X (not counted) = Yes X
NEVADA
Jugtice Court L X X X ? —
Municipal Court L X X X ? X {not counted)
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Digtrict Court L X X % (oot counted) Yes X
Municipal Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court Law Division
Special Civil Part,
Violations Sections L X X X (not counted) No X
Municipal Court L X X X No X
NEW MEXICO
Magistrate Court L X X - -
Municipal Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court L X X X No X
NEW YORK
Criminal Court of the
City of New York L X X - X
District Court and City
Court L X X - X
Town Court and Village
Justice Court L X X X ? X

* = Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court.
X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type
~- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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(does not report data ta AOC)

Table 14. (continued)
Miscel- Parking violations
General/ laneous Contegted 1is
limited Moving (uonmoving) included in
juris— traffic traffic Court has another traf- Ordinance
State/court diction violations violations jurisdiction fic category violations
NORTH CAROLINA
District Couz: L X X X (not counted) Yes X
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court¥ G X X X ? X
County Court L X X X (mot counted) Yes -~
Municipal Court L X X X (oot counted) Yes X (not counted)
OHIO
County Court L X X - X
Municipal Court L X X Y (not counted) Yes X
Mayor's Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
OKLAHOMA
District Court G X X - X
Municipal Criminal Court
of Record and Municipal
Court Not of Record L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
OREGON
District Court L X X - -
Justice Court L X X X (not counted) Yes ~-—
Municipal Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
PENNSYLVANIA
Digtrict Justice Court L X X X Yes X
Philadelphia Municipal
Court L - —-— - - X
Philadelphia Traffic
Court L X X X Yes -
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court L X X X ? X
PUERTO RICO
District Court L X X - X
Municipal Judges L Only uncontested violations handled in this court X
(does not report data te AQC)
RHODE ISLAND
District Tourt L X - - X
Municipal Court L -- - X Unkaown X
(does not report data to AOC)
SOUTH CAROLINA
Family Court® L X X - -
Magistrate Court L X X X Yes X
Municipal Court L X X X (not counted) Yes X
SQUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court G X X X (not counted) Yes X
TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court G X X -— -—
(does unot report data to AOC)
General Sessions Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
Municipal Court L X X X (not counted) ‘Unknown X

* = Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court.
X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 14. {continued)

Miscel- Parking violations
General/ laneous Contested is
limited Moving {nonmoving) included in
juris- traffic traffic Court has another traf- Ordinance
State/court diction violations violations jurisdiction fic category violations
TEXAS
County Court at Law and
Constitutional County Court L X X — -
Municipal Court L X X X ? X
Justice of the Peace Court L X X X Yes -
UTAH
Circuit Court L X X X No X
Justice of the Peace Court L X X X No X
Juvenile Court¥ L X X —— ——
VERMONT
District Court G X X - X
VIRGINIA
Circuit Court G - -~ - X
District Court L X X X Yes X
WASHINGTON
District Court L X X X (not counted) Yes -
Municipal Court L X X X ? X
WEST VIRGINIA
Magistrate Court L X X - -
Municipal Court L X X X Unknown X
(does not report data to AOC)
WISCONSIN
Circuit Court G X X X Yes X
Municipal Justice Court L X X X ? X
WYOMING
County Court L X X X Yes -
Justice of the Peace Court L X X X Yes -
L X X X Yes X

Municipal Court

L]

* = Only juvenile traffic cases are handled in this court.
X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type
~- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 15. Traffic/other violation case types in which jury trials and
bench trials are used in state trial courts, 1984

Comments: The information contained in this table permits the identification of each case
type where a jury trial and/or bench trial is used, as well as the case types
over which each court does not have jurisdiction. This permits the
identification of courts from which trial data could be reportad and the kind of
trial data to expect.

Moving traffic Parking Miscellaneocus QOrdinance
State/court violations violations traffic violatioas
ALABAMA
District Court 0 0 0 -
Municipal Court 0] 0 0] 0 N
ALASKA
District Court 0] 0 0 X
ARIZONA
Justices of the Peace Court X 0 0 -
Municipal Court X 0] 0 0
ARKANSAS
Municipal Court 0] ¢] 0 0
City Court, Police Court 0 0 0 0
CALIFORNIA
Justice Court X 0 X X
Municipal Court X 0 X X
COLORADO
County Court X - X -
Municipal Court 0 — 0 0
CONNECTICUT
Superior Court X 0 X 0
DELAWARE
Family Court¥ 0 - 0 -
Justice of the Peace
Court o —= 0 -
Municipal Court of
Wilmington 0 Q 0 ¢]
Alderman's Court 0 0 0 0

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
*0nly juvenile traffic handled in this court.
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Table 15, {continued)

Moving traffic Parking Miscellaneous Ordinance

State/court violations violations traffic violations
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Superior Court X 0 X X
FLORIDA

County Court X 0 0 X
GEORGIA

Superior Court X - X X

State Court X - X -

Probate Court 0 - 0 ——

Juvenile Court* 0 -— 0 -

Magistrate Court - -— - 0

Recorder's Court 0 0 0
HAWAII

Circuit Court X - X -

District Court 0 0 0 0
IDAHO

District Court X

Magistrates Division X 0 X X
TILLINOIS

Circuit Court X X X X
INDIANA

Circuit Court and

Superior Court X 0 X -
County Court X X X X
Munieipal Court of
Marion County X X X X

City Court and Town Court X X X X
IQWA

District Court X 0] X X
KANSAS

District Court X - X -

Municipal Court o] 0 0 0
KENTUCKY

District Court X X X X

X
0

*0Only juvenile traffic handled in this court.

= Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.
= Bench trials are held in this case type.
-- = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
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Table 15. (continued)

Moving traffic Parking Miscellaneous Ordinance
State/court violations violations traffic violations
LOUISIANA
- City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court and Traffic
Court of New Orleans 0 - 0 0
Justice of the Peace
Court 0 0 0 0
Mayor's Court 0 0 0 0
MAINE
Superior Court X - -~ 0
District Court 0 0 0 0
MARYLAND
District Court 0 - 0 0
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
District Court Dept X - 0 X
Boston Municipal Court Dept X - X X
MICHIGAN
‘ District Court X - 0 X
j Municipal Court X —- 0 X
: Probate Court® 0 - 0 -
MINNESOTA
! County Court and X 0 X X
: County Municipal Court
MISSISSIPPI -- no data available
MISSOURI
Circuit ‘nurt 0 0 0 X
; MONTANA
: Justice of the Peace Court
‘ and Municipal Court X X X -
: City Court o 0 0 0
NEBRASKA
: County Court X 0 X X
Municipal Court 0 0 0 0

0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.

~~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

*0Only juvenile traffic handled in this court.
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Table 15. (continued)

Moving traffic Parking Miscellaneous Ordinance
State/court violations viclations traffic vielations
NEVADA
Justice Court X o] X -
Municipal Court 0 0 0 0
NEW HAMPSHIRE
District Court 0 0 0 o]
Municipal Court 0 o’ 0 0
NEW JERSEY
Superior Court Law Division,
Special Civil Part,
Viclations Section 0 0 0 0
Municipal Court 0] 0 0 0
NEW MEXICC
Magistrate Court X 0 X -
Municipal Court 0 o] o) 0
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court 0 0 0 -
NEW YORK
Criminal Court of the
City of New York 0 - 0 0
District Court and City
Court 0] - 0 X
Town Court and Village
Justice Court 0 0 o X
NORTH CAROLINA
District Court 0 0 0 0
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court® 0 0 0 -
County Court X 0 X -
OHIO
County Court X - X X
Municipal Court X o] X X
Mayor's Court 0 0 0 0
OKLAHOMA
District Court X - X X
Municipal Criminal Court
of Record and Municipal
Court Not of Record X X X X

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.

-~ = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
*0Only juvenile traffic handled in this court.
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Table 15. (continued)

§ Moving traffic Parking Miscellaneous Ordinance
| State/court violations viclations traffic violations
OREGON
District Court 0 0 0 X
Justice Court X ? 0 -
Municipal Court X 0 X
i PENNSYLVANIA
f District Justice Court 0 o 0 0
Philadelphia Municipal
Court - - — 0
Philadelphia Traffic
Court 0 0 0 -
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court 0] 0 0 0
PUERTO RICO
District Court o] - 0 0]
Municipal Judges 0] 0 0 0
RHODE ISLAND
District Court 0 - - 0
Municipal Court -- 0] - 0
SOUTH CAROLINA
Family Court¥® 0 - 0] —
Magistrate Court X ? X X
Municipal Court X X X X
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court X - X X

TENNESSEE
Circuit Court and
Criminal Court X
General Sessions Court 0 0 0 0
Municipal Court o] 0

TEXAS

! Constitutional County Court X X X -
g Municipal Court X X X X
’ Justice of the Pesace Court X X X -
, UTAH

i Circuit Court X 0 X X
: Justice of the Peace Court X X X X
; Juvenile Court* 0 - o] -

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.
0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.
~= = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.
#0nly juvenile traffic handled in this court.
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Table 15. (continued)

Moving traffic Parking Miscellaneous Drdinance

State/court violations violations traffic viclations
VERMONT

District Court X - X X
VIRGINIA

Circuit Court - - - X

District Court 0 0 0 0
WASHINGTON

District Court X 0 X -

Municipal Court X 0 X X
WEST VIRGINIA

Magistrate Court X - X -

Municipal Court 0 0 0 0
WISCONSIN

Circuit Court X X X X

Municipal Court 0 0] 0 0
WYOMING

County Court X X X -

Justice of the Peace Court X X X -

Municipal Court X X X X

X = Jury trials and bench trials are held in this case type.

0 = Bench trials are held in this case type.

~— = This court does not have jurisdiction in this case type.

#*#0nly juvenile traffic handled in this court.
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Table 16. Juvenile jurisdiction in state trial courts, 1984

Gomments: The juvenile case type classifications in this table are those recommended by the National Juvenile
Information Systems Task Force of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and
adopted by the CUSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems Committee. They are defined in the
Supplement to the Model Statistical Dictionary.

The Task Force also recommended that caseloads of courts counting juvenile referrals be separated
from the caseload of courts counting juvenile petitioms. This table indicates both what each court
counts as a case and when a disposition is counted for statistical purposes.

This information has been obtained by CSIM staff from the AOC in each state, along with the proper
classification of each state's juvenile data into the CSIM case categories.
Age at which

Filings are counted Disposition counted Criminal~ Miscel—- juvenile
AL in- At £iling At adjudi- At dispo— type Child laneous jurisdietion
take or of cation of sition of juvenile Status victim juvenile  transfers to
State/court referral petition petition juvenile petition petition petition petition  adult courty
ALABAMA 19
Circuit Court X X X X X -
District Court X X X X X -
ALASKA 18
Superior Court X X X X X -
ARIZONA 18
Superior Court X X X X X -
ARKANSAS 18
County Court X X X X X -
CALTFORNIA 18
: Superior Court X X X X X -
COLORADQ 18
District Court X X X X X X
(includes Denver
Juvenile Court)
% CONNECTICUT 16
; Superior Court X X X X X -
| DELAWARE ' 18
; Family Court X X X X X -
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 18
: Superior Court X X X X X b4
FLORIDA 18
Circuit Court X X X X X X
GEORGIA 17
Superior Court and
Juvenile Court X X X X X X
RAWALX - 18
Circuit Court X X X X X X
IDAHO 18
District Court X X X X X -
ILLINOIS 17
Circuit Court X - X X X X X

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.
-~ = This court does not report this category of juvenile case.
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Table 16: (continued)

Age at which

Filings are counted Disposition counted Criminal- Miscel~ juvenile
At in- At adjudi- At dispo- type Child laneous jurisdiction
take or cation of sition of juvenile .Status victim juvenile - transfers to
State/court referral petition juvenile petition petition petition petition  adult courts
INDIANA 18
Circuit Court and
Superior Court X X X X X
Probate Court X X X X -
I0WA At maturity 18
District Court of juvenile X X X X
KANSAS 18
Digtrict Court X X X X -
KENTUCKY 18
District Court X X X X X
LOUISIANA 15 (in
District Court X X X X X capital
Family Court and cases)
Juvenile Court X X X X -=
City Court X X X X
MAINE 18
District Court X X X X -
MARYLAND 18
Circuit Court X X X X X
District Court X X X X X
MASSACHUSETTS 17
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:
District Court Dept. X X X X -
Juvenile Court Dept. X X X X X X
MICHLGAN 17
Probate Court Unknown Unknown X X X -
MINNESOTA 18
District Court and
County Court X X X X X
MISSISSIPPI (no data available)
MISSOURIL 17
Circuit Court X X X X X
MONTANA 18
District Court X X X X -
NEBRASKA 18
Separate Juvenile Court X X X X X
County Court X X X X X
NEVADA 18
District Court X X X X X
NEW HAMPSHIRE 18
District Court X X X X -
NEW JERSEY 18
Superior Court, Chancery
Divigion, Family Part X X X X X X

X = This court has jurisdicticn in this case type.
-~ = Thig court does not report this category of juvenile case.
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Table 16: (continued)
Age at which
Fiiings are counted Disposition counted Criminal- Miscel=- juvenile
At in- At filing At adjudi- At dispo- type Child laneous jurisdiction
take or of cation of sition of juvenile Status victim juvenile  transfers to
State/court referral petition petition juvenile petition petition petition petition adult courts
NEW MEXICQO 18
District Court X X X X X -
NEW YORK 16
Family Court X X X X X X
NORTH CAROLINA At maturity 16
District Court X of juvenile X X X —
NORTH DAKOTA 18
District Court X X X X X X
OHIO 18
Court of Common Pleas X (warrant) X X X X X
OKLAHOMA 18
District Court X (case number) X X X X X
(does not report data to AOC)
OREGON 18
Circuit Court X At maturity X X X --
County Court X of juvenile X X X X
PENNSYLVANIA 18
Court of Common Pleas X X X X X -
PUERTQ RICO 18
Superior Court X X X X X -
RHODE ISLAND 18
Family Court X X X X X X
SOUTH CAROLINA 17
Family Court X X X X X X
SOUTH DAKOTA 18
Circuit Court X X X X X X
TENNESSEE 18
General Sessions Court X X X X X -
Juvenile Court X X X X X -
(does not report data to AOC)
TEXAS 17
District Court X X X X X -
County Court at Law,
Constitutional County
Court, and Probate Court X X X X X -
UTAH 18
Juvenile Court X X X X X X
VERMONT 16
District Court X X X X X -
VIRGINIA 18
District Court X X X X X X
WASHINGTON 18
Superior Court X X (depen~' X (delin- X X X -

dency) quency)

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.
~~ = This court does unot report this category of juvenile case.
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Table 16: (continued)

Age at which

Filings are counted Disposition counted Criminal~ Miscel- juvenile
At in- At filing At adjudi- At dispo- type Child laneous jurisdiction
take or of cation of  sition of juvenile Status victim juvenile transfers to
State/court referral petition petition juvenile petition petition  petition petition adult courts
WEST VIRGINIA 18
Circuit Court X X X X X -
WISCONSIN 18
Circuit Court X X X X X X
WYOMING 19
District Court X X X X X -

X = This court has jurisdiction in this case type.

~~ = This court does not report this category of juvenile case.
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Table 17. Time standards for civil case processing in state trial courts, 1984

Comments: Time limits within which case processing should or must take place are not of concern in gathering
statistics, but were of interest to the members of COSCA at the time the jurisdiction guide was
undertaken, Thus questions about time standards were asked of each AOC staff contact.

This table does not attempt tc show the time standards now in effect in any detail, but rather gives a

general indication of the most important time standard, It does indicate the wide variation in the time
standards being followed by the various states.

Points in civil case processing

At
Penalty Filing - issue/ Under Hear-
Authority/  for non~- of com- note of advise- ing/ Dispo-~
State/court Source compliance plaint  issue = ment trial  sition

ALABAMA -- unone
ALASKA -~ none
ARIZONA —-- none
ARKANSAS ~- none
CALIFORNIA -~ none
COLORADO
Districc Court Statute 90 days

Water Court ~-- none
County Court =-—- none

CONNECTICUT
Superior Court —-— individual Judicial District locations have guidelines
Probate Court -- none

DELAWARE ~- none
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Superior Court Judicial None 3 months to 18 months, depeanding on case type
nezin

FLORIDA -~ none
GEORGIA -~ none
HAWAIIL

Circuit Couxt Court rule None 18 months
District Court -- none

IDAHC cosca None 3 months te 18 months, depending on case type
standards

ILLINOIS
Circuit Court -- none

INDIANA —-- none
10WA -- none

KANSAS
District Court Statute None From 60 to 120 days, depending on case type

KENTUCKY -~ none
LOUISIANA -~ none
MAINE -- nene

MARYLAND -- none
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Table 17: (continued)

Penalcy

Points in civil case processing

At
Filing issue/ Under Hear—-
of com- mnote of advise- ing/ Dispo-
plaint  issue  ment trial sition

Authority/  for non-
State/court Source compliance
MASSACHUSETTS
Superior Court Dept -— none
Housing Court Dept —- none
District Court Dept -- none
Boston Municipal Court Dept -~ none
Land Court Dept ~- none
Probate and Family
Court Dept.
HMICHIGAN
Circuit Court -- none
District Court Statute
Municipal Court —-- none
Probate Court -- none
MINNESOTA -- none
MIS3ISSIPPI -~ no data available
MISSOURI -- none
MONTANA ~- none
NEBRASKA
District Court Standards None
Workmen's Compensation Court -- none
County Court Standards None
Municipal Court Standards None

NEVADA -- none

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Superior Court Court rule
District Court -- none
Probate Court -- none
Municipal Court =- none
NEW JERSEY

Superior Court Law

Division and Chan-

cery Division) Goal None
Superior Court Law

Division, Special

Civil Part -~ none
Surrogate's Court —— none

NEW MEXICO -- none

NEW YORK
Supreme Court Court rule Yes
County Court Court rule Yes

Civil Court of the
City of New York ~— none

Family Court Court rule Yes
District Court and
City Court -- none
Surrogates' Court --~ none
Court of Claims —- none
Town Court and Village
Justice Court —- none

NORTH CAROLINA -- none

Uncontested--30 days, contested--60 days

Varies depending on case type

9 months-—-dom.rel.; 1 year civil--nonjury;
18 months—-civil jury

6 months
6 months

12 months

3 years

15 months
15 moaths

180 days
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Table 17: (concinued)

Points in civil case processing

Probate Court -- none

VIRGINIA -- none

WASHINGTON -- mnone

6 months (for 80 Z of cases)

At
Penalty Filing issue/ Under Hear-
Authority/  for non- of com- note of advise- ing/ Dispo-
State/court Source compliance plaint - issue ment trial sition
NORTH DAKOTA
District Court Admin. rule None 2 years
County Court —-- none
OHIO
Court of Common Pleas Guidelines None 6 to 24 mouths, depending on case type
County Court Guidelines None 6 to 24 months, depending on case type
Municipal Court Guidelines None 6 to 24 months, depending on case type
Court of Claims —- none
Mayor's Court -- none
OKLAHOMA -- none
OREGON -~ none
PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas —— none
District Justice Court Court Rule 60 days (in trespass and assumpsit)
Philadelphia Munici-
pal Court Court Rule 4 to 6 weeks
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court Court Rule 60 days
PUERTO RICO -- none
RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court Goal None 18 months
District Court -- none
Family Court -- none
Probate Court —-— none
SOUTH CAROLINA
Circuit Court Court rule Yes 1 year
Family Court Court rule Yes 6 months
Magistrate Court Admin. order None 90 days
Probate Court -- none
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court Court rule Yes 1 year
TENNESSEE -- none
TEXAS -- Supreme Ct. None 3 months to 18 months, depending on case type
order
UTAR
District Court Court rule Yes 90 days
Circuit Court Court rule Yes 90 days
Justice of the
Peace Court Court rule Yes 90 days
VERMONT
Superior Court 1 year
District Court Goal No
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Table 17: (continued)

State/court
WEST VIRGINIA -— none

WISCONSIN
Circuit Court

WYOMING ~— none

NOTE: The time standards in many jurisdictions are quite complex and would be difficult to display in a table
This table shows the simplest interpretation of the standard, but does not mean that

like this.

At
Penalty Filing issue/ Under Hear-~
Authority/  for non- of com- note of advise- ing/
Source compliance plaint  issue ment trial

Points in civil case processing

Bench/Bar
Committee
recommendation  None

6 to 18 moaths, depending on case type

Dispo-

sition

variations on the length of time shown here do not exist.
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Table 18. Time standards for criminal case processing in state trial courts, 1984

Comments: Time limits within which case processing should or must take place are not of concern in gathering statistics, but were of interest to the
members of COSCA at the time the jurisdiction guide was undertaken. Thus questions about time standards were asked of each AOC staff
contact.

This table does not attempt to show the time standards now in effect in any detail, but rather gives a general indication of the most
important time standard for comparison purposes. It does indicate the wide variation in the time standards being followed by the various
states.
In some jurisdictions, the events that appear in the heading below may not occur in this order.
First appearance and arraignment may be the same event in some jurisdictions, but not in others.
Points in criminal case processing
Penalty Filing First Ar- Prelim. Filing of

Authority/  for non— of com~ appear~ raign— hearing/ information/ Dispo-

State/court source compliance plaint  Arrest ance ment bindover indictment Trial sition

ALABAMA -~ noune

ALASKA

Superior Court Court rule Dismissal 120 days
District Court Court rule Dismissal 120 days
ARIZONA
Superior Court Court rule Dismissal 90 days (whichever is less)
120 days (whichever is less
Justice of the Peace Ct Court rule Dismissal 90 days {whichever is less)
120 days (whichever is less)
Municipal Court Court ‘rule Dismissal . 90 days (whichever is less)
120 days (whichever is less)
ARKANSAS
Circuit Court Statute Dismissal 9 months or 2 terms of court (whichever is less)
Municipal Court —— unomne
City Court, Police Ct. —= none
CALIFORNIA
Superior Court Statute Dismissal 60 days
Justice Court Statute Dismissal 10 days
15 days
30 days, if in custody; 45 days if not
Municipal Court Statute Dismissal same as Justice Court
COLORADO
District Court Statute Dismissal 180 days
County Court Statute Dismissal 180 davs
CONNECTICUT
Supericr Court Statute Dismissal 18 months (12 months if no bail)
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Table 18: (continued)
Points in criminal case processing

Penalty Filing First Ar- Prelim. Filing of
Authority/  for non- of com- appear— raign- hearing/ informatien/ Dispo~
State/court source compliance plaint  Arrest ance ment bindover indictment Trial . sition
DELAWARE
Superior Court Goal None 120 days
Family Court Goal None 120 days
Justice of the Peace Unknown
Court of Common Pleas Goal None 120 days
Municipal Court of
Wilmington Unknown
Alderman's Court =— none
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Superior Court Norm None 90 days--felony; 60 days--misdenieanor
FLORIDA
Circuit Court Court rule Dismissal 180 days
County Court Court rule Dismissal 90 days
GEORGIA
Superior Court Statute Dismissal Within the term; 2 terms for
capital felonies
State Court -- none
Probate Court =- mnone
Magistrate Court —-~ none
Municipal Court -- none
Civil Court -- none
Recorder's Court -- none
HAWATII
Circuit Court Statute 1 year
District Court Internal None 90 days
IDAHO
District Court Court rule Dismissal 6 months
ILLINOIS
Circuit Court Statute Dismissal 120 days, if in custody; 160 days if on bail
INDIANA
Superior Court and
Circuit Court Court rule 70 days
County Court -- npone
Municipal Court of
Marion County -~- none
City Court and Town
Court -- none
I0WA
District Court Court rule Dismissal 90 days
KANSAS

District Court Court rule None 120 days-~~felonies; 60 days—-—misdemeanors
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KENTUCKY
Circuit Court —-- none
District Court Court Rule None 10 days (if in custody);
20 days (if free on bond)
LOUISIANA
District Court Court rule None 60 days—~felony, 45 days—--misdemeanor

City Court and Parish
Court, and Municipal
Court and Traffic

Court of New Orleans Informal None
goal
MAINE -~ none
MARYLAND
Circuit Court Statute Dismissal 180 days

District Court -~ none

MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth Court rule Dismisgsal 1 year
MICHIGAN
Circuit Court Court rule ROR felony—--6 months (if incarcerated); misdemeanor--30 days
District Court Court rule ROR misdemeanor (if incarcerated)--30 days
Municipal Court Unknown

MINNESOTA -- unone

MISSISSIPPYI ---no data available

D
(%2}
MISSOURI
Circuit Court Court rule None as soon as possible after defendant requests trial
MONTANA
District Court Court rule 180 days
Justice of the Peace
and Municipal Court Court rule 180 days
City Court Court rule 180 days
NEBRASKA
District Court Standards None 6 mouths
County Court Standards None 60 days in uwon-jury cases; 6 months in jury cases
Municipal Court Standards None 60 days in non-jury cases; 6 months in jury cases
NEVADA
District Court Court rule 90 days
Justice Court Unknown

Municipal Court Unknown




96

Table 18: (continued}

State/court

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Superior Court

Distriet Court
Municipal Court ~- none

NEW JERSEY
Superior Court (Law
Division and
Chancery Divisiocn)

Superior Court Law

Points in criminal case processing

Division, Special Civil
Part, Violations Section —- none

Municipal Court

NEW MEXICO
District Court
Magistrate Court
Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court

NEW YORK
Supreme Court
County Court
Criminal Court of the
City of New York
District Court and

City Court -— nome
Town Court and Village
Justice Court —- none

NORTH CAROLINA
Superior Court
District Court

NORTH DAKOTA
District Court
County Court -— none
Municipal Court

OHIO
Court of Common Pleas
County Court
Municipal Court
Mayor's Court

Penalty Filing First Ar-— Prelim. Filing of
Authority/  for non~ of com- appear— raign- hearing/ information/ Dispo-
source compliance plaint  Arrest ance ment bindover indictment Trial sition
Court rule Dismissal 60 days
120 days if incarcerated
Statute Dismissal 24 hours
Supreme
Court
Admin. Conf. 60 days
120 days
None
Statute Dismissal 6 months
Statute Dismissal 6 months
Statute Dismissal 6 months
Court rule  Dismissal 6 months
Court rule Dismissal 6 months
Court rule Dismissal 6 months
Court rule 120 days
Court rule 120 days
Admin. rule None 120 days
Admin. rule None 120 days
Statute 6 moanths
Statute 6 months
Statute 6 months
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OKLAHOMA
District Court Rule None 6 months
Municipal Criminal
Court of Record and
Municipal Court Not
of Record -~ none

OREGON ~— none

PENNSYLVANIA
Court of Common Pleas Court rule Dismissal 180 days
District Justice Court Guidelines None 45 days
Phila. Municipal Court  Court rule 120 days
Pittsburgh City
Magistrates Court Guidelines None 45 days

PUERTO RICO -— none

RHODE ISLAND
Superior Court Goal None 180 days

District Court Goal None 30 davs, felony
60 days

Municipal Court

SOUTH CAROLINA

Circuit Court , Goal None 90 days
Magistrate Court Admin. order None 60 days ?
Municipal Court Admin. order Nome 60 days ?

SOUTH DAKOTA
Circuit Court Informal None ? 90 days——misdemeanor; 180 days—-felony ?
standard

TENNESSEE —-- none

TEXAS
District Court and Crimi~
nal Distriet Court Statute Dismissal 120 days—~felony, 60-90--misde~
meanor

Cournty Court at Law,
Constitutional County

Court, & Probate Ct.  Statute 60-90 days, depending on type of misdemeanor
Municipal Court 60 days
Justice of the Peace .
Court 60 days
UTAH
District Court Statute None 30 days
Circuit Court Statute None 30 davs

Justice of the
Peace Court Statute None 30 days
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Table 18: {continued)

State/court

VERMONT
District Court

VIRGINIA
Circuit Court

District Court -~ none

WASHINGTON
Superior Court
District Court
Municipal Court

WEST VIRGINIA -- none

WISCONSIN
Circuit. Court

WYOMING
District Court
County Court and
Justice of the
Peace Court
Municipal Court

Points in criminal case processing

Penaity Filing First Ar~ Prelim. = Filing of
Authority/  for non- of com appear—~ raign- hearing/ information/ Dispo-
source compliance plaint  Arrest ance ment bindover indictment Trial sition
Goal None 45 to 180 days, depending on case type
Court rule None Within 2nd term

5 months

Court rule Dismissal 60 days, if in detention; 90 if not
Court rule 60 days
Court rule 60 days
Statute Release from 90 days——felony; 60 days, misdemeanor

Court rule

Court rule
Court rule

bond conditions

None 90 days, if in custody; 120 days if not

None 90 days, if in custody; 120 days if not
None 90 days, 1f im custody; 120 days if not
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Table 19. Time standards for juvenile case processing in state trial courts, 1984

Comments: Time limits within which case processing should or must take place are not of concern in gathering statistics, but

were of interest to the members of COSCA at the time the jurisdiction guide was undertaken.

time standards were asked of each AOC staff contact.

Thus questions about

This table does not attempt to show the time standards now in effect in any detail, but rather gives a general

indication of the most important time standard for comparison purposes.

time standards being followed by the various states.

State/court
ALABAMA -- none
ALASKA —- none
ARIZONA -- none

ARKANSAS
County Court

CALIFORNIA
Superior Court

COLORADO
District Court

CONNECTICUT
Superior Court

DELAWARE -- none

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Superior Court

Points in juvenile case processing

1t does indicate the wide variation in the

Penalty Arrest/ Fact Filing Adjudi~ Dispo~
Authority/  for non- deten—-  Plea find~ of pe- cation  sitiem
source compliance tion hearing ing tition hearing hearing
96 hours
10 days
Statute Dismissal 180 days (delinquency)

Guidelines for individual court locations

Judicial None
norm

90 days {(neglect)

45 days

30 days
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Table 19: (continued)
State/court

FLORIDA
Circuit Court

GEORGIA

Juvenile Court
HAWATII

Circuit Court
IDAHO -— none
ILLINOIS

Circuit Court
INDIANA -~ none
IOWA ~- none
KANSAS -— none
KENTUCKY -— none
LOUISIARA

District Court

Family Court and

Juvenile Court

City Court and Parish
Court

MAINE -~ none

Points in juvenile case processing

90 days

Adjudi— Dispo~
cation sition
hearing hearing

10 days, if in detentiony

60 days otherwise

15 to 90 days depending oun case type

10 days (in detention)

30 days otherwise

60 days

Penalty Arrest/ Fact Filing

Authority/  for non- deten- Plea find- of pe-
source compliance tion hearing ing tition
Statute
Court rule
Statute Yes

12 hours

72 hours
Unknown
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MARYLAND
Circuit Court
District Court

MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of the
Commonwealth:

Juvenile Court Dept

MICHIGAN

Probate Court ~- no data

MINNESOTA -- none

Court rule
Court rule

Court rule

MISSISSIPPI ~— no data available

MISSOQURI -- none

MONTANA
District Court

NEBRASKA =~ none

NEVADA
District Court

NEW HAMPSHIRE
District Court

NEW JERSEY

Statute

Statute

Superior Court (Law Division and

Chancery Division)

60 days / 30 days
60 days / 30 days
Dismissal 1 year (delinquency)
180 days

Dismissal 24 hours
Yes Delinquency:
24 hours
21 days, if in custody; 30 days if not
21 days
CHINS: 2B davs
30 days
Child victims:
1-7 days
30 days
30 days

(Complaint) 30 days




Table 19: (continued)

State/court

NEW MEXICO
District Court

NEW YORK
Family Court

NORTH CAROLINA -~ none
NORTH DAKOTA

District Court
OHIO

Court of Common Pleas

OKLAHOMA -- none

201

OREGON == none
PENNSYLVANIA —— none
PUERTO RICO -~— none

RHODE ISLAND
Family Court

SOUTH CAROLINA —-— none
SOUTH DAKOTA —- none

TENNESSEE —— none

Points in juvenile case processing

Penalty Arrest/ Fact Filing Adjudi~ Dispo-
Authority/  for non- deten-  Plea find- of pe- cation sition
source compliance tion hearing ing tition hearing hearing
Court rule 30 days, if in detention; 90 days otherwise

(90 days) / 180 days
Statute 10 days, if in custody;
30 days if not

Court rule 3 to 6 months, depending on-case type
Goal None (Referral) 50 days
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TEXAS
District Court and
Criminal District Court
County Court at Law,
Constitutional County
Court, and Probate
Court

UTAH -- none

VERMONT
District Court Statute

VIRGINIA ~- none

WASHINCTYON
Superior Court

WEST VIRGINIA -- none

WISCONSIN
Circuit Court

WYOMING — mnone

2 days

2 days

Dismissal 47 days, if in detention; 70 days if not

30-60 days

If in custody:

10 days
20 days

10 days

If not in custedy:

30 days
30 days

30 days

NOTE: The time standards in many jurisdictions are quite complex and would be difficult to display in
This table shows the simplest interpretation of the standard, but does not mean that variations

shown here do not exist.

a table like this.
on the length of time
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1981
HAME OF CODRT
Jurisdiction
Court of record/not of record

Jurisdiction organization:

CIVIL CASELOAD INVENTORY

What is the unit of count in civil cases?

When is a civil case filing counted? .
Does the Does the
courkt re~ court re-
port con~ port judi-
What is the tested cial reso-
Is this dellar range Are cases lution
casetype for original jury  separate  separate
handled What is the terminology this  (non-appeal) trials from un~ from
in this court uses for this case type filings? avail- contested nonju- Source/
CSIM case classifications courc? in its annual report? Minimum/maximum able? cases? dicial? comments
: TOrL CASE cocececeasscasans / (1)
AUtO EOTT svseevsensannsns /
Professional CoTC ..eeess /
Product liability tort .. /
Miscellaneous torl <..... /
CONLTACE CASE eveerovovanan / (2)
Real property rights case / (3)
Small claims case .eeeseons / (4)
Domestic relations case ... (5)
Marriage dissolution ....
Support/custody case ....
Adoption case .e.cianeaas
Paternity and bastardy N
Miscellaneous ...ceceesse
Mental health case cenvernn (6)
ESLAle CAS8 sueveesooasnnss 7)
Probate/wills/intestate
Guardianship/conserva- N
torship/trusteeship AR
Miscellaneous estate .,..
‘ Appeal Case ...vieesceccane (8)
2 Administrative agency ...
3 Trial coOUrt .oevnerenansn De novo From what court(s):
On ‘the record
Extraordinary writ case ... (9)
Postconvictioan remedy case (10)
Miscellaneous civil case .. / (93¢
—7 —
CIVIL CASE HANNER 0 F DISPOSITION
What terminology i3 used for this disposition type
E CSIM classification in this court's arnual report? Source/comments
L JUTY ELLAL ceieeenenvonaenavenonnsan (12)
3 Non=jury £rial eeeveaececcoancancan (13)
5 Uncontested/default civeevencasanns (14)
%  Dismissed during trial .eeeevesanss (15)
i Dismissed/withdrawn/sectled (before
[ T S (16)
§  Transferred c.iieeciiiiiisonaiienen (17)
ATDIETALION tisneesennocanaennrnnes (18)
Other manner of disposition ....... (19)
p Point at which a civil case is counted as disposed
¥
% Trial definition:
¥ . - :
] Time standard for civil cade processing
Were there any changes to the above in 19827 1If so, what?
= Were there any changes to the above in 19837 If so, what?
Ei Contact person who completed the above Phoue number
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1981
NAME OF COURT
Jurisdiction
Court of record/not of record

CRIMINAL CASELOAD INVENTORY

What is the unit of count in criminal cases?

When is the filing of a criminal case counted?

(e.g.,complaint, indictment, information)

Is this Are
casetype jury
handled trials
in this What terminology does this court use for this avail~ Source/
CSIM case classifications court? case type in its annual report? able?  comments
Felony CaSe cessvencscnsans ()
What is the definition of a felony in this jurisdiction?
Misdemeanor case ...v..oa.e (2)
DWE/DUT oviiivnnnsnnnnnnns (Felony or misdemeancr?) (3)
Appeal €ase «..ievvennirons (5}
From what court(s):
De novo
On the record
Preliminary hearing ....... (6)
Probable cause ...i.vineas
Evidence suppression ....
Other motions .ovscvenen-
Extraordinary writ case ... (7)
Posttonviction remedy case {8)
Sentence review only case (9)
Miscellaneous criminal case (10)
CRIMINAL CASE MANNER O F DISPOSITION
What terminology is used for this disposition type
CSIM classification in_this court's annual report? Source/comments
JUry £rial soiersnissnraceinnagenas (i
Conviction {verdict and plea)....
Guilty plea seeovearcanorancans
Acquibbal ciiveiivieaienernrannan
Dismissed sovvinnvinnrecaronosnas
Non-jury trial ..cevevevnvencennses (12)
Conviction (verdict and plea)....
Guilty plea +.vaceevosnsocannas
Acquittal .e.eeeeernnvancscnnrnne
Dismissed cciuvievsconsaciconsaon
Dismissed (before trial) ....ecroue (13)
Nolle nroSequUi sevisseencancssacnnn (14)
BOUND OVEX soesenecsessssnnvrsarnen (15)
Transferred <ieieenvesnnessasusnnns (16}
Diverted seeecevavoncnssncasvaavens (17)
Guilty plea (before trial) ........ (18)
Bail forfeilure .vieesesscveocovnss (19)
Other manner of disposition «...... (20}

Trial definition:

Point at which criminal case is counted as disposed

Does this court use grand juries?

1f so, under what circumstances?

Time standard for criminal case processing

Were there any changes to the above in 19827 If so, what?

Were there any changes to the above in 19837 If so, what?

Contact person who completed the above Plione number
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1981
HAME OF COURT
Jurisdietion
Court of record/not of record

TRAFFLC/OTHER VIOLATIONS INVENTORY

What is the unit of count ia traffic/other violations cases?
When is a traffic/other vivlation filing counted? (c.g., complaint, information indictment,)
Are contested violation filings reported sepacrately from uncontested violations?
Are contested violation dispositions counted separately from uncontested?

Does this
Is this court Are
casetype separate jury
handled contested trials
in this What terminology does this court use from uncou—~ . avail- Source/
CSIM case classifications court? for this case type in its annual report? tested cases? able?  comuents
; Moving traffic violation .. 0
§ Parking vielation -........ (2)
4
Miscellaneous traffic ..... (3)
Ordinance (non-traffic) 4)

violation .eeiicennnenenn

TRAFFIC/OTHER VIOLATIONS MANNER OF DISPQSITIQN

What terminology is used for this dispositioa type
CSIM classification in this court's annual report? Source/comments

Jury Brial siveiiiiieiientannsianae (4)

Conviction (verdict and plea)....

# Guilty plea .oeevieviveernnnnse

Acquittal cveeiuereiiinanirinnnae

Dismissed .evieierrivnreranvencann

Non—jury trial .... creaeean (5)
Couviction (verdict and pleal)....
Cuilty plea ..ovvneroaccnceenns
Acquittal eveiiveienvenearncanas

F AN g B

Dismissed .evverviinneneniirieenas
Dismissed (before rrial) .o.oueesss (6)
Holle Prosequi ..aivsacecescainasees (7)
BOUNd UVET vissevrvenenconsnceesnns (8)
Transferred .ieevenveesnnsoancsnans (9)

Guilty plea (before trial) ........ (10)
Bail forfeiture .iieveesesncssnnocs (11)
Payment Af fine ..iveveeenccancanns (12)
Other manner of disposition ....... (13)

Trial definition

Point at which traffic/other violation case is counted as disposed

- Were there any changes to the above in 19827 If so, what?
Were there any changes to the above in 19837 If so, what?

Contact person who completed the above Phone number

!

e
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1981
NAME OF CouRt
Jurisdiction
Court of record/unot of reccrd

JUVENILE CASELOAD INVENTORY

Age at which juvenile jurisdiction transfers to adult coucts?_ }
15 juvenile intake administered by this court? ot by the Executive Branch ?

What is the unit of count in juvenile cases?
When is a juvzanile case Filing counted?

Is this

casetype

handled

in this What terminology does this court use Source/
CSIM case classifications court? for this case type in its annual report? comments/definitions _
Criminal-type juvenile

Petition cveecserencnnnns (e

Status petition cveeseees.. (&3
Child victim petition ..... (e
Miscellaneous juvenile .... (0

JUVENILE CASE MANNER OF DISPOSITION

What terwinology is used for this disposition type

CSIM classification in this court's aonual report? Source/comnents 3
Dismissed prior to fact finding ... No data (51
Dismissed after fact finding begun (A
Waiver/certification/traunsfer for

criminal prosecufion ...eeeesesn ) (7
Transfer to other jurisdiction ... ()
Petition granted .veeecesisoenvens QN

Point at which juvenile case is counted as disposed

Time standard for juvenile case processing

Were there any changes to the above in 19827 If so, what?
Were there any changes to the above in 19837 I[f so, what?

Contact person who completed the abeve Phone number
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