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This State Court Case10ad Statistics: Annual 
Report, 1979 is the flfth in a series containing 
statistical caseload data compiled from the .annua1 
reports of each state court system and from other 
available data. This volume results from a 
cooperative efF~rt between the National Center for 
State Courts ~nd the Conference of State Court 
Administrators (COSCA), to develop within the 
Center a national database of state court caseload 
statistics. The effort is funded by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics. 

For the first time, the data reported in this 
volume are available on computer tape. This wiil 
be a major asset to those conducting research on 
state court management. The Center hopes to 
continue this automation in future years. 

The Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project (CSIM) continues to expand the 
scope of its activities and capabilities, shifting 
its focus from data collection and publication to 
the analysis of these data for the benefit of the 
courts community. This Annual Report series, 

The Conference of State Court Administrators 
(COSCA) continues to support the Court Statistics 
and Information Management Project in its efforts 
to establish, within the National Center for State 
Courts (NCSC), the capability to gather, analyze, 
and disseminate statistical information on state 
court systems. The project has been mede a 
cooperative effort between COSCA and the NCSC by 
giving policy control and direction over the 
project to a committee composed of state court 
administrators, court data processing personnel, a 
trial court administrator, and a representative 
from the academic community selected by COSCA. 

This fifth edition of the Annual Re~ort 
improves upon the data and tables conta ned in 
previous editions of the report. In making these 
improvements, we continue to be guided by the 
users of thi s i nformati on. Many of the sUllllldry 
tables have been real'ranged to identify comparable 
data. This is an ongoing process that will 
continue to benefit from increased awareness of 
comparable subject-matter jUrisdiction among the 
states. Modifications have also been made to the 
way in which the trial data from general and 
limited jurisdiction courts are presented. it is 
our belief that these additions and modifications 
will help the users of this report to find the 
information they need in a form that is useful to 
them. 

This year's automation of the data contained. 
within this Re~ori will greatly enhance staff's 
ability to con uc sophisticated analysis of court 
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however, will continue to be the principal project 
publication. From year to year the reported data 
demonstrate gradual improvement in the quantity 
and quality of court data. 

The National Center has been assisted in data 
gathering for the production of the Ar.nua1 Report 
by state and local-level court personnel from 
across the country. The leadership of COSCA and 
especially the COSCA-CSIS Committee, now chaired 
by Walter Kane, have helped guide project staff in 
their search for ways to pres~nt these data in a 
way that is both comprehensive and comprehensible. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Executive Director 
National Center for State Courts 

management data, and facilitate the pro.ject's goal 
of disseminating statistical informat·jon in a fonn 
conducive to research. 

As always, we must caution the reader of this 
report to pay close attention to all indications 
of the completeness and comparability of data, and 
to read the introduction to the report where the 
methodology used to construct the report is 
discussed. This year, staff has developed face 
~heets for the summary tables which further 
outl i ne the sources of d:lta, the rl\ti ona 1 e behi nd 
some of the summary statistics, and minimum 
limitations that should be considered in 
interpreting the data. I\n inspection of the 
current edi ti on and the fO'Jr previ ous edi ti ons of 
the report should demonstrate to the reader that 
the quality and quantity of~Qurt-re1ated data 
continue to improve. 

Walter J. Kane, Chairman 
COSCA-CSIS Committee 
Conference of State Court 

Administrators 
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Highlights 

Production of the Annual Report series is an 
evolutionary process with the long-term goal of 
improving the statistical series playing an 
important role for the Court Statistics and 
Informati on Nanagement Proj ect. Thi s process is 
further discussed in the introduction. 

Data avail abi 1 i ty has improved greatly from the 
first half of this century, when the first national 
compilation of caseload data was attempted. This 
improvement in the quantity of a~ailable datCl. has 
continued with significantly more data being re
ported for 1979 and 1978 than for previous years. 
Some gross volume data are displayed in this report 
for all appellate courts, for most of the trial 
courts of general jurisdiction, and for many of the 
trial courts of limited or special jurisdiction. 
However, the validity and reliability of much of 
the data reported has not been ascertained. 

Substantial effort hy the Court Statistics and 
Information Management Project (CSIM) staff and 
the Conference of State Court Administrators CSIS 
C0mmittee was required to develop a methooology 
for displaying nationwide state court caseload for 
the first annual report, published in 1979 to 
cover the 1975 court year. During preliminary 
attempts to aggregate available statistics into 
specific groupings, it became obvious that any 
realistic compilation must have a structure 
derived from, not superimposed upon, the data 
reported by the states., The second annual report 
(i.e., 1976), published in 1980, reflected that 
orientation and emphasis, with augmentations made 
to improve the presentation of the data and to ac
commodate the addition of limited jurisdiction 
data. In the third cdition of the Annual Report 
series, the summary tables were extensively re
vised to reflect recommendation~ made by members 
of the Methodological Review Panel. The summary 
statistics as presented in this fifth annual re
port reflect the existing situation in state court 
statistics and are presented in a format designed 
to increase their usefulness. 

For the reader of this document, cautionary 
n0tes necessarily abound. Because of many state
to-state variations in the kinds of data reported, 
the summary tables in this annual report do not 
permit extensive, valid, direct comparisons of 
caseload among states without careful examination 
of all the factors involved in assuring that the 
data are comparable. Variations in data availa
bility, court organization, subject matter juris
diction, definitions of case types and units of 
count, reporting periods, and the degrees of com
pleteness and accuracy of data all combine to make 
cross-jurisdictional comparisons extremely complex. 
These variations are discussed in general terms in 
the introduction to the report. The limitations 
on analysis section can be found in the face 
sheets acc,ompanyi n9 each summary tab1 e. 

Comparisons among the 1979 data contained in 
this report and the 1975, 1976, 1977 and 1978 data 
contained in the first four reports in this series 
should be made only after careful examination of 
the factors mentioned above to ascertain that these 
factors have not changed for the courts of 
interest. 

The report is divided into two parts, each with 
its own purpose. The summary statistical tables 
in Part I were constructed from the individual 
court profiles for all the states found in Part II. 

Depending on the interest of the user, he can pro
ceed from the general to the specific or vice 
versa. Users of the report may locate a summary 
table of interest in Part I, for example, one con
taining caseload inventory data for domestic rela
tions cases. An examination of the data contained 
in the table may stimulate questions that are an
swered in part by reference to either the court 
organization charts or individual court profiles 
contained in Part II. Another approach is to first 
examine a. court profile in Part II of the document, 
and then ·turn to the appropriate summary tables in 
Part I to compare caseload volume of other courts 
with similar jurisdiction to that of the court of 
interest. 

This two-part structure for the document re
quired its preparation to proceed in stages. First 
an overvi ew court organi zati on chart and an ind'/
vidual statistical profile was prepared for each 
state's appellate and trial courts. The resulting 
documentation makes up Part II of this report. Data 
were then compiled into nationwide inventory sta
tistics (begin pending, filed, disposed, and end 
pending). The inventory statistics were sepa
rated where possible into broad case category 
classifications, chosen to reflect the kinds of 
data being reported by the states. 

Several general observations can be made about 
the 1979 state court caseload data. First, in ad
dition to the increase in available data, the ~um
ber of cases filed in the courts has also increased 
from 1978 to 1979. The case10ad estimates indicate 
that the number of cases filed per judge has in
creased. Most trial courts also reported increases 
in the number of filings from 1978 to 1979. Sec
ond, the courts have managed to handle this in
crease ill fil i ngs fa i rly well with most courts 
disposing between 90 and 100 percent of the number 
of cases filed. A few courts disposed more cases 
than were filed. The disposition rates of less 
than 100 percent, however, mean that most courts 
are adding to their pending caseload. For courts 
reporting pending caseload, most had increases of 
less than 20 percent. Finally, for cOUrts report
ing pending and filed data, the number of cases 
pending at thf: end of the year as a percent of the 
number of cases filed was less than 60 percent for 
most courts of last resort, less than 90 percent 
for most intermediate appellate courts and for 
civil caseload in most trial courts, less than 50 
percent for criminal caseload in most trial courts, 
and less than 50 percent for juvenile caseload in 
most trial courts. 

The composition of the case10ad of the courts 
is also of interest. In the appellate courts, the 
data available indicate that approximately 55 per
cent of the appeals filed in 1979 were civil ap
peals. For the trial courts in 1979 the caseload 
estimates indicate that of the 80.5 million cases 
filed, approximately 14 million were civil cases, 
10.6 million were criminal cases, 54.4 million were 
traffic cases, and 1.8 million were juvenile cases. 

The court organization charts and statistical 
profiles in Part II are helpful references because 
they indicate not only the organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction of the courts in each state, 
but also the differences in reporting periods, 
units of count, and variations in case categories 
and classifications. They show at a glance how 
much data were available for comparison purposes. 
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Introduction 

Courts Statistics and Information Management 
Project 

The Annual Report series of state court 
case10ad statistics is the product of the 
continuing cooperative relationship between the 
Conference of State Court Administrators (COSCA) 
and the National Center for State Courts (NCSC). 
Financial management, project management, and 
project staffing responsibility are assumed by the 
Court Statistics and Information Management (CSIM) 
Project, formerly called the National Court 
Stati sti cs Project (NCSP) of the NCSC. COSCA, 
through its Court Statistics and Information 
Systems Committee, provides general policy review, 
gUidance, and control over all project 
activities. The series is funded by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics. 

The twin goals of the Court Statistics and 
Information Management Project are to collect, 
compile, analyze, and disseminate state court 
caseload statistics and to help states improve the 
quality of the data they report by assisting them 
in resolving their statistical problems. The 
Annual Re¥ort series responds directiy to the 
first goa by compiling all available state court 
case10ad data from the 50 states

1 
the District of 

Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico. 

Uses of court statistical data 

The four major uses of court statistical data, 
as identified in the NCSP publications, State 
Court Case10ad Statistics: The State o~Art 
and co~r+. Case Management Information Systems 
Manual, 'are (11 operational (aiding ,'n the 
execution of routine day-to-day ~ctivities at the 
local level); (2) management (decislo~ m~king at 
the state or local level concerned with 
improvement of the court process and system-wide 
efficiency in the Use of court resources); (3) 
internal planning and research, (goal setting and 
policy planning to establish long-term programs 
and identify evolving problems); and (4) indirect 
court uses (decision making by those outside the 
courts concerned with policymaking or research 
about court operations). T,he various uses of 
court statistics require different levels of 
detail and analysiS, but the availability of 
detailed statistics is dependent upon the 
statistical reporting system used at the state or 
local level. This annual report has restricted 
its scope to the level of detail currently 
available from state-level reporting systems. 

Operational decisions are made at the local 
level and requiredetafled information on a 
case"by-case basis. These decisions must be made 
da'l1y and cannot be based upon year-end su~ary 
stati sti cs such as those conta"i ned i n t~i s 1979 
report. 

1 
j lRepetition of "50 states, the District of 
~' I Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico" becomes very 

~," ,;~~~:~~~?m:~d !~~~~t~~;t;~~" r:nl o~e t~!!d r~g~rihe 
~ , reporting units that include the District of 
~ I Columl>fa, Guam, and PUerto Rico. 

5) 2National Court Stlltis'tics Projet;:t, National 

t 
I Center for State Courts, State Court Case10ad 

. I Statistics: The State of the Art (WashingtOn, 
, " D.C.: 0.5. Governmen't Printing Office, 1978). t, I Clf fford and Jensen, Court Case Mana~ement 
1,1 Information Systems Manual (Williams urg, National t ! Center for State Courts, 1983). 
~ t !preceding page blank 
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Management decisions can be made at either the 
state or local level and require aggregation of 
detailed information used for operational 
decisions. Casef10w management data such as that 
needed to detennine the status of the preparation 
of the I"ecord for appeal or to generate excepti on 
reports are gathered by some state reporting 
systems, but this kind of information is also case 
specific and too detailed to be compiled and used 
for nationwide comparisons. In contrast, 
state-level summary statistics are useful for 
management purposes in areas such as comparisons 
of time lapses in case processing to establish 
norms or guides; analyses to determine assignments 
of judges needed to relieve.,backlog; analyses to 
determine the need for additional judges, support 
personnel, or facilities; and analyses to 
determine the impact of an intermediate appellate 
court on the state system. 

In response to the recognized need for certain 
management data nationally, the 1979 Annual Re¥ort 
h~s concentrated on uniformly c1assifYlng case oad 
data and on compiling available case processing 
time data. Caseload and case processing are major 
components of court workload, which the NCSP has 
defined to mean all court-related matters that 
consume time and effort {hence, purely 
administrative and ministerial functions ara also 
included as workload). Measurement of court 
workload per se i:s not directly addressed in this 
report, but caseload inventory data and data 
regarding the number of trials do provide partial 
indications of the extent of judicial activity. 
The data presented in this report reflect the 
quantity of management data now available from 
each state's reporting system in published and 
unpublished reports. 

Internal planning and research, as well as 
planning and research by those outside the court 
system, require a much wider ,range of data and 
analysis than operational and management 
decisions. The information necessary for these 
purposes often includes not only an aggregation of 
data on case10ad and casef10w but also specific 
data regarding status of cases, as well as 
information on court operations, judicial budgets, 
actions prior to filing a case, and actions after 
disposition of a case. Of 'Interest to some 
individuals within and outside the court system 
are studies on a wide rillilge of other subjects, 
such as the effect and cost of litigation, bail 
availability and unifonnity including 
recognizance/10% bail programs, the validity of 
case weighting techniques, sentence disparity 
patterns, the effects of plea negotiation on 
caseloads, anq the impact of legislation. To 
answer these questions is, however~. beyond the 
capabilities of most state or even local court 
information systems. Basic information on 
caseload and casef10w is adequate for many other 
planning and research issues where the level of 
needed detail is not as high. These latter kinds 
of issues include, for example, case filing and 
disposition trend analysis, caseload composition 
analysis, analysis of reversal rates, time lapse 
analysis to establish norms, and guides, and 
forecasting of caseload volumes to determine 
resource and facilities needs. 

Scope of the data in the annual report serie~) 

The first annual report (1975) presented 
avai1a~le caseload data for state appellate courts 
and trial courts of general jurisdiction, and for 
selected categories (juvenile, domestic relations, 
prQ~ate, and mental health) in limited 
jurisdiction courts. The second annual report 
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(1976) again presented available data for 
appellate courts and courts of general 
jurisdiction, and also included all available 
case10ad data for all limited jurisdiction 
courts. As data from each court level become more 
complete, future aggregation of trial court 
case10ads should become more meaningful. 

The 1976 report was expanded to include Puerto 
Rico. Data from Guam were added for the 1977 
court year. The scope of future reports will be 
broadened to include flmerican Samoa and the Virgin 
Islands when these data become available. 

This report reflects court organization and 
jurisdiction as it existed in 1979, but the reader 
should keep in mind that court systems are not 
static entities. For example, in 1979, 
Connecticut consolidated its trial courts, 
eliminating its Juvenile Court and Court of Cornmon 
Pleas and shifting this jurisdiction to its 
Superior Court. Massachusetts unified all its 
trial courts into a new Trial Court of the 
Commonwealth; all the former courts became 
divisions of the new unified court. The dollar 
amount limits of civil jurisdiction have changed 
in many courts. Because court organizational or 
jurisdictional characteristics change over time, 
caution should be exercised in attempting to 
compare the data in this 1979 report with earlier 
data or with more current data. 

Data collection 

Data sources. The sources of data for the tables 
presented in this series are published annual 
reports provided by the states and unpublished 
statistical mate~ial requested of and supplied by 
state cou~t administrators and appellate court 
clerks. (Appendix B of this report identifies the 
sources of data from each state.) Additional 
relevant information was secured from appropriate 
personnel in each state. Telephone contact and 
fo11o~-up correspondence were used to coi1ect 
missing data, confirm the accuracy of available 
data, and determine the legal jurisdiction of each 
court. Information was collected concerning the 
number of judges per court or court system (from 
annual reports, offices of state court 
administrators, and appellate clerks); the state 
population (based on Bureau of the Census 1979 
revised estimates); other 1979 demographic data 
(taken from the Statistical Abstract of the United 
States: 19803); and special characteristics 
regarding subject matter jurisdiction and court 
structure. When explanation of a court's 
jUrisdiction was not directly obtainable, 
information from the State Court Organization, 
19804 was used. 

Verification of data. With the cooperation of the 
Conference of State Court Admfnistrators, all data 
after CSIM classification were submitted for 
review and verification to the appropriate state 
court administrator's office. An additional check 
was provided through the cooperation of the 
National Conference of Appellate Court Clerks 
(NCACC), which invited CSIM staff to submit 

3U~S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract 
of .the United States: 1980 (Washington, D.C.: n. Government Printing Office, 1980). 

4National Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts, State Court Organization, 
1980 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing 
Ofrrce, 1982). 

appellate court data for review and verification 
to the appropriate clerk of the appellate court in 
each state. This process also included followup 
by CSIM staff through telephone or letter contact 
with the state personnel. Forty-nine of the 53 
states and territories covered by this report 
verified the data for 1979. Finally, the format, 
content, and limitations of data tables have been 
reviewed and approved by the COSCA CSIS Committee, 
which guides the Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project. 

In order to produce the statistics contained 
in this report, a great deal of effort was 
expended by CSIM Project staff in collecting>.' 
missing data, whether from published or ancillary 
sources, in defining terminology, and in 
identifying categories in which cases should be 
placed. In other words, data contained in this 
report canr.ot be replicated solely from available 
published material. Yet even after this extensive 
data-gathering effort, large gaps remain in the 
data collected. 

An extensive effort was required to validate 
CSIM classification of data provided by the states 
and to avoid further distortion of any data 
received. Although attempts to reconcile obvious 
discr~pancies in reported data were made, the CSIM 
Project staff did not have the resources to assess 
the underlying validity or accuracy of the data 
received from the states. For example, the 
published cumulative case statistics for appellate 
courts or for trial courts frequently did not 
balance with reported totals within each 
category. Such di sCI"epanci es were se1 dom 
footnoted or explained in published state 
reports. These discrepancies are, however, 
footnoted in the court statistical profiles in 
Part II of this report. 

Types of data included. Because fe~ states report 
data suitable for a~kinds of planning and 
research purposes, and because most states report 
only certain types of data, the NCSP initially 
chose to include in the national series only those 
kinds of data that either were already fairly 
widely available or could be made available 
without requiring undue effort. Enough states 
reported trend data, case10ad by category, number 
of reversals, and time-to-disposition data to 
warrant inclusion of these topics in this report, 
and some preliminary analyses can be made. For 
those states not SUpplying basic data, gaps and 
"not/available" entries in the profiles draw 
attention to the missing data. In ~he past, all 
data supplied by a state, complete or not, were 
entl~red in the summary tables. In 1979 and 
fonowing years only data that are complete (or at 
least 90% complete for a case category) are 
di sp 1 ayed 1 n the sunrnary tables because only these 
data are ~omparable. As more data become 
available in coming years, the annual report 
series car. be expanded to include broader and more 
sophisticated compilations and analyses. 

Many current variati9ns in court data, as 
indicated by profile footnotes, must be considered 
before summary tables can be constructed to make 
comparisons Gmong courts or states. Variations 
that limit the comparability of the 1979 data 
include: court organization, subject matter 
jurisdiction, case definition, ccmpleteness, 
accuracy, and reporting ~eriods. These Variations 
(~Iith the excepti on of ,·ari ati ons in reporti ng 
periods) are discussed on the face sheets to the 
summary tables. 

Variations in reporting ~eriods. As indicated on 
profile headings and in igure A, most states 
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FIGUREA: 
Reporting periods for state courts, not using the calendar year 1979. 

Reporting Period 

State 7/01/78- 8/01/78-
6/30/79 7/31/79 

Alabama 
California All courts 
Colorado All courts 
Connecticut All courts 

9/01/78-
8/31/79 

10/01/78-
9/30/79 

All courts 

12/1/78-
11130/79 

De1aW~a~r!e ________ ~Al~1~c~ou~r~t~s~~~ ________________ ~nr.~Ift~~ __________________________ __ 
Georgi a All other courts Supreme Court 
Hawai i All courts 
Kansas All courts 
Kentucky All courts 
Maryland All courts 
Massachusetts All tri a 1 courts 
Michi gan All courts but Court 

of Appeals 
Mi ssouri All courts 
Montana All trial courts 
Nebraska Workmen's Compensation 

New Hampshi re 
New Jersey 
North Ca ro Ii na 
Puerto Rico 
RIiode Island 
South Ca ro 1 ina 

South Dakota 
Utah 

Vermont 
West Virginia 

Court 
All courts 

All trial courts 
All courts 

County Court and 
Civil and Criminal 
Court 

All court 
All but Supreme Court 

and Juvenile Court 
All courts 

report data by calendar year; many report by 
fiscal year, however, and a few report appellate 
court data by court term. Therefore, the time 
spans covered in this report are not always 
directly comparable. 

Although data included in this report cover 
reporting periods of approximately uniform length, 
the starting and ending dates for the reporting 
periods vary both within and among states. 
Differences in reporting periods have little 
effect on cumulative data elements such as filing 
and dispositions since no matter when the 
reporting period began and ended, the data cover 
one complete year. Pending data are greatly 
affected, though, since they represent a 
"snapshot" in time and can vary greatly depend; ng 
on when that snapshot was taken. Figure A 
displays the actual reporting periods for all 
courts not using the calendar year for the 
reporting period. 

Data display 

Case categol"y classifications. CSIM case 
categori es used for tfii s 1979 repol't are those 
chosen by the COSCA CSIS Committee for inclusion 
in the State Court Model Annual Report and State 
Court Model Statistical Dictionart. These case 
categories appear as principal headings in the 
summary tables in Part I, and in each court's 
profile in Part II. Terminology used within each 
state is displayed on each court's profile as 
subheadings under the boldface CSIM main 
headings. The CSIM main headings are categories 
used uniformly for all the states, For example, a 
state's "application for leave to appeal" was 
classified under the CSIM category of request to 
appeal in all tables. Explanations used in source 
documents to clarify a state's data are included, 
as are explanations to clarify ~roject staff's 

All appellate courts 

Supreme Court 

All courts 
Supreme Court 

Supreme Court 

Circuit Court 

arrangement of those data. These appear, where 
appropriate, as footnotes in each court's profile 
and as footnotes to the summary tables. 

Format used. Profiles (Part II). After the 1979 
case data available from each state were 
classified, a profile of the courts in each state 
was constructed. Each state profile for 1979 
contains the following: 

--A chart depicting the organization of the 
court system within the state, the jurisdiction 
and route of appeal for each court, the number of 
judges, and information on the types of trials. 

--A set of tables containing the case-related 
data received from each state court or court 
system. 

Summary Tables (Part I). Complete data from 
each state profile were transferred into summary 
tables designed to display the kinds of available 
data that could be aggregated. The summary tables 
are divided into two major sections (appe1lat~ and 
trial) to reflect the two major levels of coUl't. 

Appellate courts include both courts of last 
resort (the final court or courts of appeal within 
a particular state) and intermediate appellate 
courts (the court or courts in which the primary 
work is the disposition of initial appeals 
received from trial courts of general jurisdIction 
or administrative agencies, and in which some 
decisions are subject to appeal or review by a 
court of last resort). For purposes of displaying 
data, the courts of last resort have been divided 
into two groups: those in states with 
intermediate appellate courts and ~e in states 
without intermediate appellate courts. With few 
exceptions, this diVision conveniently separates 
courts of last resort according to whether they 
have almost complete discretionary jurisdiction. 
Courts of last resort in states without 
intermediate appellate courts generally have 
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FIGURES: 
Cross-reference to summary tables in previous editions of the Annual Report series. 

Corres~ondin9 table numbers for ~revious re~orts 

1975 1976 1977 1978 
1979 APPELLATE COURT SUMMARY TABLES: 

1. Caseload estimates 1 1 1 1 
2. Total reported caseload 2 2 2 2 
3. Case10ad cate90ries for COLR 5 3 3 3 
4. Caseload categories for lAC's 6 4 4 4 

- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
5. Civil and criminal appeals and 19 11 8 8 
6. 

requests to appeal for COLR 
Civil and criminal appeals and 20 12 9 9 

7. 
requests to appeal for lAC's 

COLR w/IAC case10ad 7.8.9.10 5.6 5 5 
8. COLR w/out lAC caseload 11.12.13.14 7.8 6 6 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -
9. 'lAC case load 15.16.17.18 9.10 7 7 
10. Number of court opinions 10 
11. Time interval data 21 13 10 11 
12. Historical filing data 14 11 12 
13. Change in historical filing data 15 12 13 

1979 TRIAL COURT SUMMARY TASLES: 

14. Case10ad estimates 16 13 14 
15. Total reported case10ad 17.18.19 14.15.16 15.16.17 
16. Civil filed and disposed 20 17 18 
17. Composition of civil general 

jurisdiction filings 
18. Composition of civil general 

28 18 19 
jurisdiction dispOSitions 28 19 20 

- - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -
19. Tort case10ad 
20. Contract case10ad 
21. Small claims caseload 
22. Real property rights case10ad 
23. Domestic relations caseload 29 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

21 
22 . 
23 
24 
25 

- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - --- - - - - - - -- - -- - - - -
24. Estate case10ad 
25. Mental health case10ad 
26. Civil appeals case10ad 
27. Civil trials 
28. Criminal f~led and disposed 

30 
31 

28 
29 
30 
48 
31 

25 
26 
27 
47 
28 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

- - - - --- ~ - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - -- -- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - --- - - - --
29. Composition of criminal general 

jurisdiction filings 34 29 31 
30. Composition of criminal general 

jurisdiction dispositions 34 30 32 
31. Felony case10ad 35.36 32 31 33 
32. Misdemeanor caseload 33 32 34 
33. Felony/misdemeanor caseload 34 33 35 

- - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - --- - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - --- - -- - - ---- - -
34. Ordinance violation case10ad 
35. Preliminary hearing case10ad 
36. Criminal appeals case10ad 
37. Type of disposition for criminal cases 
38. Criminal trials 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39.4/1 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38,47 

36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

- --- - ---- - - - - ------ -- - - - - --- - - - - - - - -- - - - ~ - - - - - - - -- - -
39. Traffic f11ed and disposed 
40. DWI/OUI caseload 
41. Type of disposition for traffic cases 
42. Traffic trials . 
43. Juvenile filed and disposed 42 

40 
41 
43 
48 
4-1 

39 
40 
42 
47 
43 

41 
42 
44 
45 
46 

-- - -- - --- - -- -- - ------- - - - - - -- - - - - -- -- - - --- - - -- - - - - - -
44. Criminal-type offense caseload 
45. Status offense case10ad 
46. Non-offense case10ad 
47. Historical filing data 
48. Change in historical f11ing data 

lAC" Intenned1ate Appellate Court 
COLR • Court of Last Resort 

45 
46 
47 
49 
50 

44 
45 
46 
48 
49 

47 
48 
49 
50 
51 

! 

'I 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
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little or no discretionary jurisdiction. although 
there are exceptions, such as Virginia and West 
Vi rgini a. 

For purposes of this report, a trial court is 
considered to he a court of general jurisdiction 
if it meets one of the following criteria: 

--The individual state considers it a general 
jurisdiction court. 

--Felony cases are tried and felonY sentences 
given for all types of felony cases. 

--The JUOges of the court are general 
jurisdictioh court judges sitting on temporary 
assignment. 

All other trial courts are classified as 
limited or special jurisdiction courts. 

In the 1975 Annual Report, thp. states were 
arranged alphabetically in all summa~v tables. In 
1976 the trial courts handling ,criminal cases were 
grouped according to the way in which criminal 
cases were counted in each court. In the 1979 
report, a further evolution in the grouping of 
states has been added to all trial court case type 
tables (except juvenile) in order to place 
together those courts that have similar subject 
matter jurisdiction. Trial court case type tables 
are arranged in this volume as follows: 

Complete state data: 
1. Exclusive court jurisdicton: States 

where one court has exclusive case type 
jurisdiction. 

2. Not exclusive court jUrisdiction: 
States where two or more courts have 
case type jurisdiction. 

Incomplete state data: 
3. States where one or more courts have 

case type jurisdiction, but complete 
data are not reported by one or more 
courts. 

Footnotes. Standard footnote headings 
specifying the completeness and quality of. the 
data are used on all court profiles and will 
continue to be used in the Annual Report series. 
Footnotes that contain necessary information on 
the quality of the data are included on the 
summary tables. If more information on the data 
presented in the summary tables is needed, the 
user should consult the individual court profiles 
where all footnotes are given. 

Data interpretation 

Several devices are used in the summary tables 
for analyzing the caseload data. The measures 
selected for use vary according to the data being 
analyzed and are explained in the face sheets 
accompany'lng each group of summary tables under 
headings such as disposed cases a~ a percent of 
filed cases, end pending cases as a percent of 
filed cases, number and percent change in pending 
caseload, filed cases per unit of population, 
disposed and end pending cases per unit of 
population, and filed and disposed cases per judge. 

In addition, estimates of national r,aseload 
totals are found on Tables 1 and 14. An 
explanation of the estimation procedure will be 
found in Appendix A. 

ContinUing development of the series 

The Annual Report series is an evolving 
product. It is anticipated that additions and 
refinements will be made to successive volumes in 
the series. Between 1975 and 1976, the amount of 

data contained in the report was greatly increased 
by the inclusion of data from all special and 
limited jurisdiction courts. This trend continued 
in 1977 and 1978. In the 1979 report, face sheets 
have been added to the summary tables to explain 
the type and depth of analysis considered by the 
CSIM Project to be meaningful, given the quality 
and completeness of the data. In addition, over 
half the trial court tables have been rearranged 
to group those states in which case category data 
can be compared. This kind of rearrangement will 
continue in succeeding volumes. As more is 
learned about the quality of the data, more 
specific suggestions will be given for their 
proper use, along with warnings to help avoid 
their abuse. Figure B presents a helpful 
cross-reference to summary tables in previous 
editions of this series. This will assist the 
user to locate similar information that may have 
been rearranged on the summary tables over the 
years. 

It is important to the long-term improvement 
of the statistical series that these early volumes 
in the series be circulated widely enough to 
encourage reader/user ideas and commentary, and 
that they be used as a vehicle for developing 
solutions to problems encountered during the 
statistical series production process. As each 
successive ~olume is published, the CSIM Project 
can consider the feedback subsequently received 
from users of the documents. thereby further 
enhancing succeeding volumes. During this 
process, the avail abil ity to future r'esearchers of 
successive-year data compilations will preserve 
complete time series informat'ion. The drawbacks 
occasioned by limitations in data currently 
available are greatly outweighed by the importance 
of having data available for all years in the 
continuing statistical series. 

In order to improve the quality of data 
contained in future volumes of the Annual Report 
series. the CSIM staff and CaSCA CSIS Committee 
will consider the feasibility of conducting audits 
of selected data from particular courts. It is 
anticipated that the combination of these 
"mini-audits" and technical assistance by project 
staff to states requesting an assessment of and 
assistance in improving their statistical report 
systems will systematically improve the validity 
and reliability of the data contained in the 
Annual Report series. 

It shouTa also be pointed out that for the 
first time, the data contained in this report are 
available in computer-readable form. There are 
five data sets: appellate caseload, trial 
caseload. criminal dispositions, civil 
dispositions, and traffic dispositions. These 
data sets were used to construct 37 of the 48 
summary tables. This year. Tables 10-13, 27, 
37-38. 41-42, and 47-48 were still compiled by 
hand. This number should get smaller in future 
years, This automation process has spotlighted 
the need for more spec Hi c i nformati on on 
subject-matter jurisdiction. It has also mandated 
a reorganization of disposition types which will 
appear in future reports. 

As states gradually increase the quantity and 
quality of data available to the CStM Project, the 
problems presently caused by incomplete data will 
decrease. Progressive improvements should be 
apparent to the reader of successive volumes in 
the series. 

Future analysis will not only describe court 
systems as they exi st at the present time but will 
also predict where they are going. The purpose 
will be to identify existing or developing 
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problems and suggest solut~lons. Research proposed 
by the CSIM Project is nolt anticipated to be 
exhaustive, but will concentrate on those 
questions considered to be of greatest interest 
and importance to the courts and research 
cO!llJlunities. 

Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas and suggestions for improvement of this 
state court caseload statistical series have come 
from many sources, and have provided the creative 
stimulus needed to assess current CSIM efforts 
constructively and to map future directions. 

Continuation of evolutionary improvement in 
thi s stati stical seri e!' ,'ests, ultimately, upon 
the ability of the CSIM Project to maintain a 
productive dialogue and flow of ideas among the 
producer-compil ers of the Annual Report, its data 
sources, and its end users. Much improvement in 
state court statistics has already been achieved, 
but much remains to be done. 

Because of their importance and potential 
impact for improving the national statistical 
series on caseloads, the Model Annual Rebort and 
Model Statistical Dictionary need to be riefly 
described. 

During compilation of the State of the Art and 
the 1975 Annual Rehort, a staggering 
classificatlon pro 1em resulted from the multitude 
of terms being used by the states to report their 
caseloads. The need for both a model annual 
report and a statistical dictionary of terms for 
court usage became obvious. These documents, 
published in 1980, are to be used as tools to 
assist the states in improving their statistics. 
Such improvement should eventually be reflected in 
future annual reports. 

The State Court Model Annual Retort5 is a 
flexible working outline of critica 1y needed, 
basic management data that should, as a minimum, 
be included in state court annual reports. The 
model identifies the kinds of data and the types 
of display needed for caseload and other 
management6 The State Court Model Statistical 
Dictionary is a companion document which 
provides cO!llJlon 'terminology, definitions, and 
usage for reporting civfl, criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and appellate caseload inventory and 
manner of disposition as presented in the model 
annual report. The classification structure and 
definitions serve as models of preferred 
terminology and meanings for purposes of statewide 
and national comparison. The first edition of the 
dictionary covers those data elements essential 
for classifying court caseload inventory and 
manner of disposition. A supplement to the 
dictionary, published in 1984, contains revisions 
of those terms that experience has demonstrated 
needed impr'ovement, as well as additi onal data 

5National Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts, State Court Model Annual 
Report (Williamsburg, VA, 1980). 

6National Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts, State Court 140M! 
Statistical Dictionary (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Court Printing Office,- 1980). 

element sets for court caseflow (events in case 
processing) which are needed to determine status 
of pending cases. 

Both of these documents must be viewed as a 
logical first step in promoting comparable court 
statistics. They were not available to states in 
time to affect their reporting systems or the 
national Annual Reports before 1980. 
Nevertheless, their effect will be noticeable in 
each succeeding national-level Annual Report 
because CSIM technical assistance effort is 
interwoven with the Annual Report national 
statistical series. This is accomplished by 
helping states adopt the suggestions in the model 
annual report and model statistical dictionary and 
by proacti ve i denti fi caU 011 of parti cul a r state 
systems that could benefit from technical 
assistance directed at helping resolve eXisting 
methodological problems of classification 
structure, terminology, definition of local 
data-reporting procedures, and data 
handling/transformation procedures. To the extent 
that such technical assistance suggestions are 
adopted, individual sta~es directly benefit and 
the Annual Report natio.lal statistical series 
indirectly benefits. 

Future versions of the model annual report and 
model statistical dictionary will consider 
development of finer levels of detail, expansion 
of the classification structure, and addition of 
other significant information. 

State Court Organization, 19807 is also 
related to the annual report in that it contains 
the types of organizational information most often 
sought by court administrators and researchers. 

Th~ Court Case Mana1ement Information s,stem 
Manual was produced jo ntly by the Rationa 
Court Statistics Project and the State Judicial 
Information Systems Project to provide a 
methodology for building a court information 
system that would provide the data needed for both 
daily court operations and longer-term case 
management, resource allocation, and strategic 
planning. 

The process of building toward meaningful 
statistics takes time. Concurrently with 
expanding and refining the Annual Report national 
statistical series, the CSIM effort must encourage 
movement toward quality and precision in state 
court statistics. The necessarily long-term 
nature of this evolutionary process will 
contribute greatly to year·-to-year improvements 
and enhancements of the statistical series. Given 
'~he complexity of the problems being faced, 
building toward comparability, quality assurance, 
and appropriate detail is a necessary incremental 
process. It is in this light that the CSIM 
Project presents the data and analysis contained 
1n the Annual Report, 1979. 

7See footnote 4, above. 

8See footnote 2, above. 
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Part I 
1979 State court caseload summary statistics 

Appellate court summary statistics 

In this section, tables are presented to show 
the caseload of appellate courts in 1979. 
Appellate courts are subdivided into courts of 
last resort (the final court of appeal within a 
particular state) and intermediate appellate courts 
(courts whose primary work is the disposition of 
initial appeals received from trial courts of gen
eral jurisdic~1Qn or administrative agencies, and 
whose decisions are usually subject to appeal or 
review by a court of last resort within a given 
state). For purposes of data presentation, in 
some tables, the courts of last resort have been 
divided further into courts of last resort in 
states with intermediate appellate courts and 
courts of last resort in states without 
intermediate appellate courts. 

Data presented in the following tables were 
compiled from all data that were available, both 
in annual reports and in unpublished data provided 
by individual appellate court clerks and state 
court administrators. 

Three factors restrict comparability from 
state to state of these appellate court caseload 
data. These are variations in court jurisdiction, 
variations in case classification, and variations 
in the way cases are counted. 

Major variation from state to state in court 
jurisdiction among appellate courts results from 
the kind and amount of discretionary jurisdiction 
over initial appeals granted to courts of last re
sort and to intermediate appellate courts. States 
having both levels of appellate courts generally 
direct the more difficult appeals to the court of 
last resort, but these are not necessarily the same 
tYPes of cases in every state. Similarly, trial 
courts of general jurisdiction in some states have 
inci dental appell ate juri sdiction. These courts 
may receive a large portion of the initial appeals, 
while other states that d9 not assign appellate 
jUrisdiction to general jurisdiction' courts will 
have all of their appeals heard in the appellate 
courts. In these states the appellate courts will 
have a much higher filing rate, but not necessarily 
more workload than in those states where appeals 
are heard in general jurisdiction courts. Another 
variation in appellate court jurisdiction is in 
the amount of discretion in jurisdiction granted 
to the court. 

The second major variation in appellate court 
data arises in the classification of cases. Some 
tourts report only total filings with no 
indication as to the types of cases included or 
the proportion of the case10ad each type accounts 
for. Other courts report only w~at they have 
designated as appeals. Still other courts 
classify all types of cases by case category. 
Often definitions are not given for the case 
categories. The types of cases classified as 
appeals present a difficult problem. Requests for 
bail pending appeal, requests for delayed appeal, 
and petitions to stay the lower court ruling pend-

Preceding page blank '\ 

ing appeal generally are not considered appeals, 
but are counted as such in some courts. The ap
peals case10ad wi.l be inflated in these states. 
Comparison of appellate caseload is difficult be
cause of these kinds of variations in the classi
fication of the cases being counted. 

The final variation in appellate court ca·se 
data results from differences in the point ~t 
which cases are counted, and how they are 
counted. Some courts count cases as soon as the 
notice of appeal is filed while others count them 
at a later event, such as the filing of the record 
or the filing of the appellant's brief. Courts 
may inflate or deflate their caseload by the way 
they count appeals of criminal conviction~ for two 
or more defendants, by whether cross appeal s are. 
counted as separate cases, and by the way they 
count appeals granted through discretionary 
jurisdiction. Courts with discretionary 
jurisdiction sometimes report the total number of 
cases filed without distinguishing between 
mandatory and discretionary jurisdiction cases; or 
they separate mandatory and discretionary cases 
filed but do not indicate the number of requests 
for discretionary review granted; or they provide 
separate data for mandatory cases, discretionary 
jurisdiction granted, and discretionary 
jurisdiction denied; or they combine mandatorY 
jurisdiction cases and cases accepted for review, 
but report separately the total number of peti
tions for review filed, resulting in double count
ing of granted petitions for review. 

In trying to deal with these many variations 
in case data, the Court Statistics and Information 
/.lanagementProject has presented as much 
information as possible about the caseload. The 
jurisdiction of each court is outlined briefly in 
the court system chart for each state located in 
Part II of this report. Also presented in each 
court statistical profile in Part II is any 
avail abl e i nformati on abolJt case categor,y 
classification or how and when cases are counted. 
Because the deciding of appeals is the primary 
fUnction of the appellate courts, data on appeals 
should be separated from data on procedural mat
ters. The Significant differences in the defin
ition and classification of cases in appellate 
courts have led the CSIM staff to define appellate 
case10ad to include as 'cases' any appeal, any 
original proceeding, any request to appeal, or any 
sentence review only case, 

The appellate tables that fullow (Numbers 1 
through 13) are sequenced from th~ presentation of 
general data to more specific analytical tables. 
The tables present general caseload, various anal
yses of caseload, civil and criminal break-downs, 
and time-tn-disposition of appeals. The last two 
tables (Tables 12 and 13) present 10-year trends 
in filings for those states reporting total case 
data for 5 or more years, as well as the number and 
percent change I n fil i ngs for these courts, 
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TABLE 1: Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate 

appellate courts, and all appellate courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

All 50 states, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico have courts of last resort. Oklahoma 
and Texas have two courts of last resort, one that 
hears civil cases and one that hears criminal 
cases. 

Thirty states have intermediate appellate 
courts. Four of these have two intermediate 
appellate courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

Courts of last resort in states with 
intermediate appellate courts generally have wide 
discretion in determining matters they will hear. 
Most appeal s are heard as a matter of ri gilt by 
intermediate appellate courts, and by courts of 
last resort in states without intermediate 
appellate courts. (The cOllrts of last resort in 
Virginia and West Virginia are exceptions.) 

Total case figures are not comparable from 
state to state without considering the mix of 
mandatory and discretionary appeals heard by each 
court, and the variety of case types included in 
the jurisdiction of each court. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Some states report total cases processed 
without any indication of case type. Other states 
include, in their reported caseload, only appeals 
that were decided on the merits. Some appellate 
courts include all original proceedings, while 
others report no original proceedings. Some 
states do not distinguish cases, from motions or 
other procedural matters. 

This report defines "appeliate case" to 
include any appeal, original proceeding, request 
tu appeal, or sentence review only case. 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
individual court profiles in Part II, and in 
Appendix B. 

Reported cases: 

The reported cases figures contain the 
reported cases that were 100% complete with no "j" 
footnotes. These data can be found in Tables 2, 
3, and 4. 

Percent of population represented: 

State population figures used for all 
appellate courts and courts of last resort are 
from the revised 1979 Bureau of Census estimates 
and total 227,732,000 for the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Bureau of 
Census estimates for the population of the 30 
states with intermediate appellate courts in 1979 
totaled 194,305,000. The percent of population 
represented for each caseload c~tegory is based on 
the appropriate total population figure. 

Estimated totals from Appehdix A: 

These figures represent the estimated data 
from those states who reported less than comp1ete 
data. The estimating equations can be found in 
Appendix A. 

Estimated national totals: 

Estimated national totals for 1979 are the 
cumulative totals of all reported data that were 
complete plus the estimated data for each state 
not reporting complete data. This figure for "All 
appellate courts" is the sum of estimated national 
totals from "courts of last resort" and 
"intermediate appellate courts." The procedure 
used to estimate incomplete or missing data is 
discussed in Appendix A of this volume. 

Estimated cases per judge: 

This measure is used to indicate the average 
number of cases filed for each appellate judge, 
and the number of cases in which each appellate 
judge participated in the disposition. 

There were 914 judges assigned to appellate 
courts in 1979: 3541 n courts of last resort, and 
560 in intermediate appellate courts. The 
estimated national totals in each of the 
categories was divided by the number of judges 
serving that level of court. 

Estimated cases per 100,000 population: 

This measure is used to indicate the frequency 
with which cases are filed and disposed in 
appellate courts. 

Estimated cases per 100,000 population were 
calculated by dividing the estimated national 
totals by the appropriate population figure, 
2,277.32 for all appellate courts and for courts 
of last resort, and 1,943.05 for intermediate 
appellate courts. 

Examples of appropriate uses and techniques: 

The estimates of total volume can be compared 
to the estimates of total volume of cases filed 
and disposed in trial courts in Table 14 to 
indicate how frequently cases are appealed to 
appellate courts. These figures may be compared 
to the caseload of federal appellate courts to 
indicate the proportion of appellate cases that 
al'e heard in the state court systems. 

Limitations on use: 

Data have been aggregated in order to make 
rough estimates of overall national totals, but 
this has been done without regard to definitions 
of case categories and units of count. Tho 
national estimates contain~d in this report should 
be viewed only as "ball-park" estimates, an~ not 
the exact volume of cases in state courts. 
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TABLE 1: 
Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1979. 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 population. 

Reported and estimated caseload 

All appellate courts 
Reportea cases .............•.......................... 
Nuw.~er of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••• 
Per'cent of population represented by cOll1>lete data 
Estimated national totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Courts of last resort 
Reported cases .•......•..•......................•..... 
Number. of states reporting cOll1>lete data •••••••••••••• 
Pertent of population represented by complete data 
Percent of var.iance explained {R2) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated totals from Appendix .A •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Intermediate appellate courts 
Reported cases ..•••..•.......•........................ 
Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by cOll1>iete data 
Percent of variance explained {R2) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated totals from Appendix A •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estimated cases per judge 
All appellate courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Courts of last resort ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Intermediate appellate courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estimated cases per 100,000 population 
All appel' ate courts ..•..•........••..•..•..•.•....... 
Courts of last resort •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Intermediate appellate courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Filed 

140,211 
47 
86% 

170,000 

51.555 
48 
92% 
99% 

6,289 
58,000 

99,446 
29 
99% 
98% 

12,612 
112.000 

186 
163 
200 

75 
25 
58 

Di sposed 

124,254 
46 
81% 

164,000 

47,028 
45 
81% 
99% 

8,273 
55,000 

90,022 
28 
99% 
98% 

18.933 
109.000 

180 
156 
195 

72 
24 
56 

Note: Reported cases for all appellate courts is less than the sum of reported cases for courts of 
last resort and intermediate appellate courts due to the fact that states with more than one 
appellate court had to report complete data for all its appellate courts in order for this 
table to display total ~ta~e appellate caseload. A state with one court reporting complete 
data. and one court reporting incomplete data will not be reported in "All appellate courts" 
but will have the complete data from the one court reported in the appropriate section (i .e •• 
either "Courts of last resort" or "Intermediate appellate courts"). 
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TABLE 2: Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts are subdivided into courts of 
last resort (the final court of appeal within a 
particular state) and intermediate appellate 
courts. This table presents data for both of 
these appellate court types. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

In some states, trial courts of general 
jurisdiction have incidental appellate 
jurisdiction. These courts may receive a large 
portion of the inittal appeals, while other states 
that do not assign appellate jurisdiction to 
general jurisdiction courts will have all their 
appeals heard in appellate courts. In these 
states the appellate courts will have a much 
higher filing rate, but not necessarily more 
workload than those states hearing appeals in 
general jurisdiction courts. 

Sources of data: 

All appellate courts reported at least some 
case10ad inventory data for 1979. 

Data presented in this and the following 
tables were compiled from both annual reports and 
unpublished data provided by individual appellate 
court clerks and state court administrators. The 
sources of data for each court are shown in the 
individual court profiles in Part II and in 
Appendix B. 

Reported national totals: 

The reported national totals include only data 
from states reporting complete data in the 
inventory categories for all courts in the state. 

Number of states reporting: 

Only those states that reported complete data 
for all appellate courts are included in this 
table. The term "state" in this and following 
tables includes the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Percent of population represented: 

State populations used for "all appellate 
courts" are the revi sed 1979 Bureau of Census 
estimates and total 227,732,000 for the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent of filed. The statistic 
indicates how well all the appellate courts in a 
state are disposing of cases that are filed. This 
figure may be somewhat dependent on the number of 
appellate judges, as well as the types of cases 
that can be appealed. A figure less than 100% 
indicates that the state appellate courts are not 
keepin9 up with their caseload. A statistic 
greater than 100% indicates that the courts are 
beginning to clean up their pending cases. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made among states 
before checking for similarities and differences 
among the states in the profile section in Part 
II. When comparing the number of appeals filed 
and disposed among states, also consider the 
percent of the appeals that are discretionary 
(i.e., the number of requests to appeal handled by 
e~state); as well as the number of appellate 
courts in the state. 
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TABLE 2: 
Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1979. 
Disposed as a percent of filing. Number of courts of last resort and intermediate appel/ate courts. Reported 
national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

All appellate courts. Number of 
courts 

Disposed 
as a 

State Begin Di s- End percent of Last Inter-
~nding Filed posed pending filed resort mediate 

Al abarna •••••••••••••••••••• 777i 2,0101 2,081i 706i 104%i 1 2 
Alaska ••••••••••••••••••••• 624 656 634 646 97% 1 0 
Arizona •••••••••••••••••••• 1,693 3,027 3,177 1,543 105% 1 1 
Arkansas ••••••••••••••••••• 277 1,266 1,082 461 85% 1 1 
California ••••••••••••••••• 16,637 17 ,108 103% 1 1 
Colorado •.••.•..••..•••.••• 1,353 2,155 1,997 l,!:lTl 93% 1 1 
connecticut •••••••••••••••• 834 749 707 876 94% 1 1 
Delaware •••••••.••••••••••• 329 339 358 310 106% 1 0 
District of Columbia ••••••• 1,134i 1,236 1,318 1.052i 107% 1 0 
Florida •••.••••..•••.•••.•• 8,004 14,911 13,385 9.644 90% 1 1 
Georgi a •••••••••••••••••• ". 304 3,419 3,322 401 97% 1 1 
Hawaii ••••• ~.o ••••••••••••• 670 338 297 711 88% 1 0 
Idaho •••••••••••••••••••••• 500 410 354 556 86% 1 0 
Illinois ••••••••••••••••••. 4,225 7,078 5,956 5,347 84% 1 1 
Indiana •••••••••••••••••••• 910 1,545 1,746 709 113% 1 1 
lOwa •••••••••.••••••••••••• 958 1,884 1,789 1,044 95% 1 1 
Kansas •••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 1,259 1,188 94% 1 1 
Kentucky ••••••••••••••••••• 1,213 2,617 2,567 1,185 98% 1 1 
Louisiana •••••••••••••••••• 5,506 5,193 94% 1 1 
Maine •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• 295 408 447 256 l10% 1 0 
Maryland ................... 140 2,229, 2,061 199 92% 1 1 
Massachusetts ••••••••••. ~ •• 937 i 1,3841 1,407 8111 1 1 
Michigan.~ ••••••••••••••••• 6,969 6,667 121% 1 1 
Minnesota1 ••••••••••••••••• 1 0 
Mississippi •••••••••••••••• 438 843 862 414 102% 1 0 
Missourl ••••••••••••••••••• 2,274 2,903 2,904 2,278 --umr- 1 1 
Montana ~ t ••••••••••••••••• to 472 516 109% 1 0 
Nebraska 1 •••••••••••••••••• 1 0 
Nevada ••••••••••••••••••••• 667 912 866 713 95% 1 0 
New Hampshire •••••••••••••• 155 293 303 145 103% 1 0 
New Jersey ••••••••••••••••• 6, 736 6,704 7,804 5,821 116% 1 1 
New Mexico ••••••••••••••••• 485 1,132 1,114 506 98% 1 1 
New York i .................. 1 2 
North Carolina ••••••••••••• 2,362 2,187 93% 1 1 
North Dakota ••••••••••••••• 121 208 241 88 116% 1 0 
Ohio •••.••••••••••.•••••••• 9,715 9,504 98% 1 1 
Oklahoma ••••••••••••••••••• 2,118i 2,569 2,173 2,546i 85% 2 1 
Oregon ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,697 4,183 4,168 1,697 100% 1 1 
Pennsylvania ••••••••••••••• 8,783 1 2 
Puerto Rico ••••••••••••••• e 28C 1,170 1,165 285 100% 1 0 
Rhode Island ••••••••••••••• .569 486 478 577 98% 1 0 
South Carolina •••••••••••••• -··125 715 507 333 71% 1 0 
South Dakota •••••••••••••••• 283 319 327 276 103% 1 0 
Tennessee •••••••••• ' •••••• .; •• 869 2,292 2,329 832 102% 1 2 
Texas ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,086 8,304 7,321 5,018 88% 2 1 
Utah •••••••••••••••••••••••• 618 534 86% 1 (j 

Vermont ••••••••••••• «I ••••••• 291 422 367 349 87% 1 0 
Virginia •• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 775 1,862 1,810 857 97% 1 0 
Washington •••••••••••••••••• 2,306 3,028 2,988 2,395 99% 1 1 
West Virginia ••••••••••••••• 1,012 804 79% 1 0 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••• 2,619 2,259i l,157i 1 1 

132 177 222 8" 125% 1 0 
44,618 140,211 124,254 48,070 54 34 

Il 34 47 46 34 1 :~ .. 

.............. 50% 86% 81% 50% 

(continued on next page) .\~~ 
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TABLE 2: 
Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1979. (continued) 

Note: ~~rs~~~!~~~o~~niewthoinsltable, .a case is defined as any appeal. original proceeding, request to appeal, 
A y case. 
s~!c!~a~~~~~:t~ai~a:r:i~~~~r~~ei~aihe table andi~l~lappropriate calculations are included. Blank 
were inappropriate. a were unava a e or less than 90% complete, or the calculations 

-- • Not applicable. 

TABLE 3: Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1979. 
TABLE 4: Detailed caseload categories for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Table 3 contains caseload inventory by case 
type for the courts ·of 1 ast resort in the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Table 4 contains caseload inventory by case 
type for the intermediate appellate courts in the 
30 states that have i nte,rmedi ate appell ate courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

Major variation from state to state results 
from the kind of discretionary jurisdiction 
granted to courts of last resort and to 
intermediate appellate courts. States having both 
levels of appellate courts generally direct the 
most difficult appeal!:, to the courts of last 
resort, but these are not necessarily the same 
types of cases in every state. 

Al though most courts of 1 ast resort, ha.ve 
jurisdiction over original proceedings, 
disciplinary, advisory opinion, and request to 
appeal cases, intermediate appellate courts rarely 
hear these types of cases. The individual state 
profiles broad1y outline the specific jurisdiction 
of each court. 

These variations in jurisdiction make caseload 
comparisons among appellate courts extremely 
difficul t. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The classification used by each state will be 
found in the pertinent state profile in Part 11. 

This report defines "appellate case" to 
include any appeal, original proceeding, request 
to appeal, or sentence review only case, and where 
possible, has placed each state's case data within 
these case classifications. 

Some states report total cases processed 
without any indication as to the type of 
proceeding. Other states include in their 
case10ad only appeals that were decided on the 
merits. Some appellate courts include all 
original proceedings, while others report none. 
Some states do not distinguish cases from 
procedural matters such as motions for rehearing. 

Classification of the same type of proceeding 
varies from state to state. For example, habeas' 
corpus may be reported as a separate category, or 
it may be subsumed in appeals, original 
proceedings, or motions. 

Sources of data for each court are found in t~e 
individual state profiles in Part II, and in 
Appendix B. 

Reported national totals: 

The reported national totals for courts of 
last resort (i.e., Table 3) and intermediate 
appellate courts (i.e., Table 4) include only data 
for states reporting complete data in the caseload 
category. 

The number of requests to appeal granted that 
appear in parent~eses were not included in the 
totals to avoid double counting (see footnote "e"). 

Number of states reporting for courts of last 
resort: 

Reported cases for appeals and total cases are 
from the states that reported complete appeals 

data. Reported cases for original proceedings and 
requests to appeal are from the 49 states handling 
original proceedings and 47 states handling 
requests to appeal that reported complete data for 
each of these categories. 

The term "state" in this and following tables 
includes the 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico. 

Number of states reporting for intermediate 
appellate courts: 

Reported cases for appeals and total cases are 
from the 30 states with intermediate appellate 
courts that reported complete appeals data. 
Reported cases for original proceedings and 
requests to appeal are from the 22 states handling 
these types of cases that reported complete data 
for each of these categories. 

Percent of population represented for courts of 
last resort: 

State populations used are the Bureau of 
Census counts for 1979 and total 227,734,000 for 
the 50 states, th~ District of ColUmbia, and 
Puerto Rico. The total population is 213,772,000 
for the 49 states handling original proceedings 
and 216,612,000 for the 47 states handling 
requests to appeal. 

Percent of population represented for intermediate 
appellate courts: 

State populations used are the Bureau of 
Census counts for 1979 and total 194,305,000 for 
the 30 states with intermediate appellate courts. 
The total population is 149,106,000 for the 22 
states handling original proceedings and 
135,325,000 for the 22 states handling requests to 
appeal. The percent of population represented for 
each case10ad category is based on these total 
population figures. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Although these tables are designed primarily 
to display total case10ad data, they may also be 
used for some ana1ysi~. Comparisons may be made 
between caseload figures of courts of similar 
type, for example, between the number of mandatory 
appeals filed in courts of last resort, and those 
filed in intermediate appellate courts. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made among states 
before checking for sim11 ariti es and differences 
among the states in the prof11 e secti on in Part 
II. Before total figures are compared, c\'leck to 
be certain that all courts are of the same type 
and have jurisdiction over and reported data from 
the same types of cases. Comparisons should not 
be made between courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts, or betw~en courts 
of last resort with and without intermediate 
appellate courts. Within comparable groups of 
courts, it may be safer to make comparisons of 
types of cases than of the total case1oad. When 
comparing the number of appeals filed, disposed, 
or pendi ng among states, al s() consi der the percent 
of the appeals that are discj'etionary (numbers in 
parentheses) and the number of requests to appeal 
handled by each state. 
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TABLE 3: 
Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1979. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, sentence review only, and totalcases. Reported national totals with 
number of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

Beg1n pend1ng med 

State and court title 

Ala6ama--Supreme court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arizona--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Cal i forni a--Supreme Court ............... . 
Colorado--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia--Court of Appeals ••• 
Florida--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Georg1a--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawaii--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Illinois--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Indiana--Supreme Court •••••••• , •••••••••• 
Iowa--5upreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Louisiana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Maine--Suprerne JUdicial Court •••••••••••• 
Maryland--Court of APpeals ••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Supreme JUdicial Court •••• 
Michigan--Supreme Court., •••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota--Supreme Court1 •••••••••••••••• 
Hississippi--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
M1ssouri --Supreme Cour.t ................. . 
Montana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska--Supreme·Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Nevada--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshfre--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--5upreme court •••••••••••••••• 
New Hexico--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
New York--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 
North Carolina--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
North Dakota--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Ohio--Supreme court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dklahoma--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appeals ............. . 

oregon--sufreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvan a--Supreme Court •••• , ••••••••• 
Puerto Ri co--Supreme Court .............. . 
Rhode Island--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
South Carolina--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
South Dakota--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Tennessee--5upreme Cnurt ••••••••••••••••• 
Texas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••••••••• 

Utah--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Virginia--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Washington--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia--Supreme Court of Appeals •• 
Wisconsin--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Reported national totals ••••••••••••••••• 
Number of states reporting* •••••••••••••• 
Percent of populat.1 on represented* ••••••• 
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Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any 
appeal. original proceeding. request to appeal. or 
sentence review only case. 

All available data are entered in the table. Blank spaces 
indicate that the data were unavailable, or less than 90% 
complete. Numbers 1n parentheses, representing the 
number of requests to appeal that were granted, were not 
included in any of the calculations. 

NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 
X • The data (or this case type are known to be included in the 

total, but were unavailable by category. 

eCases are not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal granted is not counted as a dtsposed 

request to appeal or as a filed appeal. It is counted as a 
disposition only when the resulting appeal is disposed. The 
numbers of requests to appeal gran.ted are the fi gures 
appearing in parentheses. These numbers were not 1ncluded 
in any of the calculations. 
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X ( 55)e 
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102 298 762 6W 
37 141 40 656 

908 NH 1,028 
135 NH 650 
799 (35)e 2,970 3,784 (193)e 
311 37~ 941 

99 614 
22 N~ 339 

119 (j) 1,236 
520 1,669 2,561 

x X X 1,507 26)!! 
33 120 443 ( 11)e 

104 465 754 (175)e 
78 2,271 2,842 (529)e 
3 NH 49 408 

olO 463 540 (101 j!! 
X X 339i . 

42 1,428 1,470 ( 55)e 

700 143 843 
170 182 332 684 
362 110 472 
63sJ (j) 638i 
681 214 17 912 
257 36 293 

71 (143)!! 84 931 1,086 (143)e 
234 (22)e 199 1B2 615 ( 22)e 
645 ( 97)e l,740i 2,385i ( 97)e 
122 ( 63)e 3 (W 449 624 ( 64)e 
190 12 6 20B 
143 (146)e 193 1,385 1,721 (146)~ 

X 2,002 l,03s.i( 94)e 577 310i X 1.922 ( 94)~ 
1,620 

X 382 
251 

280 
569 
125 
283 
188 

2,782 
NH 184 

2,598 

291 
715 
294 

5i 
132 

89 18,229 
2 39 

61% 

741 ( 71)e 246 189 1,176 ( Hi"; 
294j( 23)e 331 12lij (j) 746 ( 23)e 

~rn1~3~(~10"4~)~e __ ~1~6~2 ____ -,~5m52r-____ -.,7~2~7~(~An04~)~e 
7981(215)e X l,OS!!' 1,850 {21sje 
249 27 B94 1,170 
330 58 98 4B6 
702 13 715 
254 28 37 319 
159 (121)e NH 695 654 (I2!)e t 

3,132 (230le 7 (12)e 2,720 5,859 (242)e 
24 ( 85 e 7 (12)e 9B3 1,014 ( 97)e 

3,108 (145)e NH 1,737 4,845 (145)e 
598 20 61B 
418 4 422 

x (20tje X X 1,862 (207)e 
184 29 572 785 

X (353)e 518 494 1,012 (353)8 
548 BB 636 

X X NH 177 
21,056 6,122 22,617 89 51,555 

47 41 30 2 4B 
8B% 75% 74% 92% 

iData are not complete: 
District of Columbia--Court of Appeals--Pending data do not 

include some original 
proceedings cases. Original proceedings disposed cases do 
not include original jurisdiction cases. 

Indiana--Supreme Court--The number of criminal petitions to 
transfer granted were unavailable. 

Kansas--Supreme Court--Tot~ pending cases do not 
include original proceedings or requests to appeal. 

Massachusett§~-Supreme Judicial Court--Total cases figures do 
not include original proceedings or requests to appeal 
cases. Pending and filed appeals do not include "single 

Nebr'aska--Supreme Court--Total cases figures do not include 
requests to appeal. 

New York--Court of Appeals-- Requests to appeal and tottl 
cases filed and disposed do not include civil requests 
to appeal or othEr motions. 

Oklahoma--Court of Criminal Appeals-- Requests to appeal do 
not include cri.inal cases. 
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---4.l"'B~-,1"'02;;------;2;o3;7)2-:(n:6:;;6\lj er-----IGIE!\66Te 0 0 0 0 
393 36 150 55 634 546 7 54 39 646 

NH 1,095 66 78 NH 144 
154 941 NH 7B3 123 21 NH 144 m ~~~ 2,777 ( 193 ) e 3, ~~~ ( 193 ) e ---.X ----.X ----X.---------;r41ld4-: 

X X X 542 691 15 691 
447 95 296 14 NH 310 
342. 16. (jNH) 1 ~i~ X X X 1,052i 

l,27BJ 401 , 1,403 
386 512 1,626 2,524 X X X 
801 NH 552 (140je 1,353 (140)e 235 NR 166 401 
266 31 297 704 7 751561 

354 546 10 
323115 1~37 974 (140)e 1,296 (14B)e

i 
196 13 214 412039 

278 ( 27)ei 604 ( 27)e X X X 
l,n~ 8~ 214 ( 26)!! 14 1,410 ( 26)e -~x---i:i;-' --vx--vx,---'ij:~~~~li 

X 102 ( 11)e 416 (11)e 207 
304 671 (175)e X X 62 241 226 B8 357 (175)e 
B9Bj 56 l,B09 2,763 (529)e 20 256 
377 3 NH 67 447 ---.!2:.:;3~6 ____ ;;..0 --.-:.:NH1r--'=':"--~4rnOI 
136 30 362 (1Olje 528 (101)e 40 0 0 134i X 432i 134i X X 
43~ ~ X ( 55)e 1,508 ( 55)e X X X B12 

B62 411 B 414 
722 140 6B8 81 X X 128 171 173 344 

X X ill ~ 
660j (j ) 560i 443J (j) 713 

X X 866 X X X 
X 303 X X 145 
XX 1,01" (143}e 1,353 (143)e 122 22 307 451 243 94 u X X X 207 

255 206 l,~~~i( ~~l: 2,~~~if ~~~: 
570 ( 536 ( 64)e X X X 19 

X X 374 ( 64) e 24 8B 0 0 8B 
223 12 6 1 
208 200 1,220 (146)e 1,628 (146)e i 
B24J 503 132i ( 7l)e 1,601 ( 94)e X X 132 X 2,383 
540 209 132 ( 71)e 881 ( 7l)e X X 132 1,903 
284J 294 xj (j) 720 ( 23)e X X X X 4BO 

X X (104)e 799 (104le --.~x ____ T-X_,~92ir-______ -;;16~4~ 
Xx X X 215)!! X (215 e 547 1 228 71G 

22 160 2B' .. 232 34 899 1,165 103 
291 61 126 478 480 20 77 577 

X X 507 333 0 333 
X X X 327 __ ""X~-m:XI---'-'r>rX--------';i27rr-6 

--~2m2~7---.N~Hr-----~5~/4r.(T12~ln)~e-----------i8~Otll(11~2~ 99 HH 142 241 
2,606 19 2,426 (291)e 5,051 ~242)e 3,293 00 2

1
4
9B
6 3,~~~ 

a4 19 791 (146)e 894 \ 146)e 55 
2,522 NH 1,635 (145)e 4,157 (145)e 3,23B NH 4B 3,2B6 

X X 534 349 
362 5 367 34B 1 
235 316 1,259 (207je 1,810 (20rye 217 79 u61 834527 

561 755 177 20 145 
175 19 B04 (444)e 
236 326 (192)e 242 (252)e 499i lOB 4i 
449 50i X X 

X NH 222 
T,.......,.,,;X:,.,I!""7\"~-----,i1r"*--------,~r--ift.U~r-- 10, 736 323 18,300 5,089 18, 719 136 47,028 2n 22 

41 31 27 3 46 u 
82% 65~ 67% 81~ 4B~ 39% 

Wisconsin--Supreme Court-- Original proceedings and total 
cases filed and pending do not include miscellaneous 
original jurisdiction cases. 

jExplanation of data lnciuded in the cat~gory: 
District of Columbia--Filed and disposed appeals include 

requests to appeal. 
Louislana--Supreme Court--Filed and d1sposed appeals include a 

few habeas corpus original jurisdiction case$. 
Nebraska--Supreme Court-- ~ppeal5 include a minimal number of 

original proceedings, 
Oklahoma--Court of Cr1minal Appeals--Filed and d1sposed 

appeals include cri.inal requests to appeal and sentence 
review only cases. 1 i i 1 d 

Pennsylvania--Supreme Court--The appeals ( led f gure nc u es 
disciplinary cases. 

WReported national totals: 
The reported national totals included only data for statesi reporting data in the caseflow category for all courts n 

NH 
2,469 

17 
40% 

112i 
B7 

59 20,616· 
2 40 

66~ 

the state Only complete data were included in the national 
totals. Figures marked with an "i" footnote were not 
included; those marked with a "j" were included. The 
numb:!l's of request to appeal rranted that appear in 
parentheses were not include~ in'~he totals to avoid double 
counting'(see footnote "e"). 

Number of states reporti og: - - - i r.0 
Reported cases for appeals and total cases are trom t,e ~ 
states, the Distr1ct of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Reported 
cases from original proceedings and requests to appeal are 
from the 49 states and 47 states handling original 
proceedings and request to appeal, r~spectlvelY. 

Percent of population represented: 
State populations (excluding Minnesota) used are the revised 
Bureau of CensUs estimates, and total 223,696,000 from the 
49 states the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The 
total pop~lation is 213,772,000 for the 49 states hand11ng 
original proceedings and 216,612,000 for the 47 states 
handling requests to appeal. 
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TABLE 4: 
Detailed caseload categories for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

Begin :;iled Disposed End 
eendin!1 l!endin!1 

'" '" III 
111 III 

'" 0 111 '" 0 '" 0 III "" 0 III 

'" ... OJ t: ... OJ 

'" ... OJ t: ... OJ .... III III .... III III 
~'" III /0 ~'" III '" -'" III '" ~'" III '" III 
'" OJ 

... ~ '-' 111 "'OJ ... ~ '-' III 
'" OJ ... ~ '-' III "OJ ... ~ U 

t: OJ 
III '" 

~ t:OJ Ill'" 
~ - t: OJ 

III '" 
~ COJ Ill'" '" .... u OJ OJ ~ '" .~ u OJ OJ '" .... u OJ OJ ';;; '" .~ u OJ OJ ';;; OJ "'0 ::>0. '" OJ "'0 ::>0. /0 OJ "'0 ::>0. OJ "'0 ::>0. 

0. .... I- tr 0. ... 0. .... I- tr 0. ... 0. .... I- tr 0. ... 0. ....1- tr 0. ... 
state and court title 0. <-0. OJ '" 0 ~ 1-0. OJ'" 0 

~ <-0. &'" ~ 0. <-0. 
OJ '" ~ < e 0:: l- e 0:: l- e < e 0:: 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 777j 777i 1,24s.i 1,24Bi 1,12s.i 191 1,3191 706.i 706i 
~ourt of Civil Appeals ••••••••••• 155. 155. 419. 419. 370 370. 204 204. 
Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••• 622J (j) (jl 6221 B29J (j) (j) 8291 75s.i 191 (j) 9491 502j (j) (j) 5021 

Ari zona --Court of Appeals •••••••••• 1,404 78 NH 1,482 1,742 257 NH 1,999 1,816 266 NH 2,082 1,330 69 NH 1,399 
Arkansas--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 0 0 Nil 0 553 63 Nil 616 239 60 NH 299 314 3 NH 317 
California--Courts of Appeal ••••••• 5,523 NH 5,523i 7,941 4,912 NH 12,853 8,667 4,772 NH 13,439 6,319 NH 6,319i 
CoI9rado--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 1,003 NH 1,003 1,214 NH 1,214 1,120 NH 1,120 1,097 Nil 1,097 

Connecticilt--Appel'1ate Session of 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••• 215 NH NH 215 135 NH NH 135 165 \~H NH 165 185 NH NH 185 

Florida--District Courts 
of Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,641 10,039 1,799 512 12,350 8,641 1,671 549 10,861 8,241 

Georgia--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 0 0 0 0 X X X 1,969 X X X 1,969 0 0 0 0 
Illinois--Appellate Court •••••••••• 3,852 NH NH 3,852 5,732 NH NH 5,732 4,660 NH NH 4,~60 4,924 NH NH 4,924 
Indi ana--Court of Appet.l s •••• ' •••••• 801 NH 801 941. NH 941 1,142 NH 1,142 600 NH 600 
Iowa--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 7s.i NH NH 78 377J NH NH 37f 370 NH tlH 379 76j NH NH 76 
Kansas--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 601 601 816 816 772 772 645 645 
~entucky--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 955 22 0 977 1,769 71 2 1,863 1,805 75 16 1,896 919 18 7 944 
Louisiana--Courts of Appeal ....... X X 1,395 2,269 395 2,664 2,046 384 2,430 X X 1,147 

Maryland--Court of SpeCial Appeals. 112 0 112 1,512( 9)e 177 1,689( 9)e 1,369 164( 9)e 1,533( 9)e 159 11 159 
Massachusetts--Appeals Court ••••••• 762 762 1,045 1,045 975 975 677 677 
Michigan--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 3,862 X X 5,499 X X X 5,159 
Missouri--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 
New Jersey--Appellate Divisi~n 

2,098 X X 2,143 1,816 401 2 2,219 1,827 X X 2,216 2,092 X X 2,150 

of Superior Court ••••••••••••• 6,170 32 6,202 4,785 833 5,618 5,634 817 6,451 5,323 48 5,370 
New M~xico--Court of Appeals ••••••• 288 288 517 517 509 509 299 299 

New York--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 10.453J (j) 10,453 10,5645 142j 10,706 
Appellate Divisions of the 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate Terms a? the 

8,41s.i (j) 8,418 9,06sJ 142j 9,207 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 2,035 2,035 1,499 1,499 
North Carolina--Courtof Appea 1 s ... 1,204(54)e 2 'i32 1,738(54)e 1,2445 407(54)e 1,651(54)e 

Ohio--Court of Appeals., ••••••••••• 4,576 213 NH 4,789 7,304 690 NH 7,994 7,228 648 NH 7,876 4,653 256 NH 4,909 
Oklahoma--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 116 NH 116 482(71)e NH 165 647(71)e 435 NH 137(71)e 572(71)e 163 NH 163 
Oregon--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 1,446 NH NH 1,446 3,456 Nil NH 3,456 3,369 NH NH 3,369 1,533 NH NH 1,533 
Pennsylvanla--STATF. TOTAL •••••••••• 6,700 233 6,933 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 4,047 4,047 
Commonwealth Court ••••••••••••••• 2,653 233 2,886 X X 2,414 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 381 X 681 1,425 13 1,438 X X 1,528 591 
Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••••• 381 NH 381 775 NH 775 858 NH 858 298 Nil 298 
Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••• X X 300 650 13 663 X X 670 X X 293 ~i 

.' ~ .. 
Texas--Courts of Civil Appeals ••••• l,3Q4 Nfl 1,304 2,445 NH 2,445 2,270 NH 2,270 1,479 NH 1,479 
Washlngton--Court of Appeals ••••••• 1,906 60 46 2,012 1,921 174 148 2,243 1,940 154 139 2,233 1,922 80 51 2,053 
Wlsconsin--Court of Appeals •••••••• 799 10 809i 1,684 110 189 1,983 1,458 113 189 1,760 1,031 14 0 1,045 

" ',1\ 
Reported national totals* •••••••••• 35,167 383 78 38,486 85,576 9,120 2,581 99,446 71,582 8,143 2,418 90,022 36,466 440 106 40,709 

,. 
Number of states reporting* •••••••• 24 7 5 25 29 12 9 29 26 9 8 28 23 7 6 25 
Percent of e02ulation reeresented*. 71% 22% 15% 66% 98% 54% 35% 99% 85% 4~% 31% 95% 68% 22% 22% 66% 

"~y,-n~,'''.."..._'''~~(:·,- ~;' ,'~. ".~ , ',~. ",,··,",,~5'~"'" .,~~ ~_,.,. ~·I.=-··'·. '. '" 
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Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal. original proceeding. request to appeal or sentence review only case. 

All available data are entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that the data were unavailable, or less than 90% complete. 

NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed request to appeal or as a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting appeal is disposedi 
The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the table. These numbers are not included in the calculated national totals. 

iData in incomplete: 
Alabama--Court of Criminal Appeals--Total cases do not include petitions diposed of in the clerk's office at the direction of the Cour-t. 
California--Total pending cases figures do not include original proceedings. 

_ Wisconsin--Total begin pending cases do not include requests to appeal. 
JExpl,,-!lation of data included in the category: 

Ala~~ma--Court of Criminal Appeals--Pending and filed appeal data include original proceedings and requests to appeal. Disposed appeal data includes requEsts to appeal. 
Iowa-~~ourt of Appeals--Total appeals filed and pending include sentence review only cases. 
New York--Appellate Divisions of the Supreme Court--Filed and disposed appeals include an unknown number of original proceedings. 
North Carolina--Disposed appeals include originial proceedings. 

*Reported national totals: 
The reported national totals include only data for states reporting ~ata that are at least 90% complete in the caseload category for all courts in the 

state. 
Pending data for California were not included in the totals. 

*Number of states reporting: 
Reported cases for appeals and total cases are from the 30 states with intermediate appellate courts. Reported cases for original proceedings and 

requests to appeal are from the 22 states and 22 states, respectively, handling each case type. 
*Percent of population represented: 

State populations used are the revised Bureau of Census estimates and total 194,305,000 for the 30 states with intermediate appellate courts. The total 
population is 149,106,000 for the 22 states handling original proceedings and 135,325,000 for the 22 states handling requests to appeal. The percent 
of population represented for each caseload category is based on these total population figures. 
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TABLE 5: Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total'cases 
for courts of last resort, 1979. 

TABLE 6: Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases 
for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Table~ 5 and 6 display a portion of the data 
displayed in Tables 3 and 4, and the same 
variations in court organization apply. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

Tables 5 and 6 display a portion of the data 
displayed in Tables 3 and 4, and the same 
variations in subject matter jurisdiction apply. 

Varia'tl0ns in case classifications and definitions: 

The total cases column in Tables 5 and 6 is 
the same as in Tables 3 and 4, and includes all 
appeals, original jurisdiction cases, requests to 
appeal, and sentence review unly cases. Only two 
case types--appeals and requests to appeal--are 
displayed in Tables 5 and 6, both separated, where 
data were avai'lable, into civil and criminal 
categories. 

These tables indicate that a significant 
minority of states fail to break down appeals into 
even the most general case types--civil and 
crimi nal. 

The sum of civil and criminal cases may not 
add up to the figures shown for appeals and 
requests to appeals in Tables 3 and 4 because 
other types of appeals and requests to appeal may 
be included. (See the pertinent state profile in 
Part II for this information.) 

The types of cases classified as appeals 
present a particular problem. Matters such as 
f'equests for bail pendi ng appeal, requests for 
delayed appeal, and petitions to stay the lower 
court ruling pending appeal generally are not 
considered appeals, but are counted as such in 
some courts, inflating the appellate caseload in 
those states. 

Courts with discretionary jurisdiction 
sometimes report the total number of cases filed 
without distinguishing between mandatory and 
discretionary cases; or they separate mandatory 
and discretionary cases filed but do not indicate 
the number of requests for discretionary reView 

Preceding page blank 

granted. Some provide separate data for mandatory 
cases, discretionary review granted, and 
discretionary review denied, while others combine 
mandatory cases and cases accepted for review, but 
report separately the number of petitions for 
review filed, resulting ia double counting of 
granted petitions for review.' 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
individual profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Although these tables are designed primarily 
to display the breakdown of appellate case10ads 
into the civil and criminal case types, they may 
also be used for some analysis. The ratio of 
civil to criminal appeals may be calCUlated for 
any court. These ratios may be compared between 
courts of similar type. The ratio of civil 
appeals to civil requests to appeal may be 
calculated and compared to the ratio of criminal 
appeals to requests to appeal. 

Limitations on use: 

Although cases are identified a,s bei ng ci vi 1 
or criminal on this table, the definitions used by 
the courts to make this distinction may differ. 
One court may include juvenile appeals, and 
appeals of administrative agency cases in its 
civil appeal category. Other courts may report 
these cases in three separate categories, as 
recommended in the Model Statistical Dictionarr. 
Before compari sons are made, one sl~oul a check each 
court profile to determine whether there is any 
indication of the types of cases included in toe 
civil or criminal category. 

For those courts that report non-civil and 
criminal cases in separate categories and for 
those that have jurisdiction over original 
proceedings in addition to the appeals and request 
to appeal cases reported here, the sum of the 
figures reported for any case category on the 
table will be less than the total cases figure 
reported for that case category. 
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I, 254 139 
Ii 79 n 
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\1 ----X-----X------X---------X--------87-7---

fI 390 57 X X 542 
~ 218 124 NH NH 358 

!i ~ ~: ~ U~~ 

X X 762 (66le 0 0 
614 346 200 

NH NH 1,095 7 56 
NH NH 783 64 46 

1,355 (113l e 1,422 ( 80l e 3,669 (193le 

X X 
522 154 
161 135 

X X 
X X 

o 
NH 
NH 

X 

NH 
X 
X 

o 

NH 
NH 

X 

NH 
X 
X 

Total 
cases 

o 
646 
144 
144 

414 
691 
310 

1,027 
1,403 

X X X X 1,353 (140le 401 

I,,:

'!,'-----:--

III 155 297 449 255 711 
180 80 354 323 145 556 

H 109 63 487 (94le 487 ( 46l e 1,296 (148)e, 72 58 103 111 423 
~ X X 182 (27)e 96 ( lei 604 ( 27)_e_, ___ X _____ X _____ 0 _____ X ______ 10_9_ 

I
tl 76~)( ij~x 15i ( Xle. 5~ ( x)e l':i~ ~ m: ~ ~ Xx Xx ~~4~li 
• X X 671 (175l e X X Go r. X X X X 2,763 (529le 
I 245 132 NH NH 447 180 56 NH NH 256 
r: --------
I; 8i 5i 166 (62l

e 
196 (39)e ~~~ (101)e 28 12 0 Ox 18i~i 

11 X X X X 1,508 (55)e X X X Go 

! X X 862 X X 414 

II 13~ 3~ X X ~~~ X X X X 128 

Ii 341 214 660i 263 110 443i 
, X X 866 X X 713 

11 X X 303 X X 145 

F 95 46 X X 1,353 (143le X X X X 451 

~ 42~ 14~ 21~ ( 46)e 1'i~~ ! i~l: ::: 1 ::l: : : X X 2:: 
), 178 45 241 70 18 88 

~l )( X 

1
1],',. 540 X 

540 NH 

1
1 NH X ,i X X 
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!I 
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~'i 
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f·,l .,; 
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1/ 1\ 
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11 
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40 101 
205 54 

X X 
X X 

x X 
84 2,522 
84 NH 
IlH 2,522 
X X 

277 72 
X X 

141 34 
X X 

X X 

X 
132 ( 7l)e 
132 ( 7l)e 

NH 
X ( 47)e 

X 
X 

X 

X 1,628 (146l e 
X 1,601 i 94le X 

NH 881 (71l e X 
X 720 (23le NH 
X (36le 799 (104l e X 

X 
NH 
X 
X 

X 
X 

1,165 (215)e 10 74 
478 287 14'1 
507 220 89 

X 327 ( )e X X 

X X 801 (121)e 
791 (146l e 1,635 (145)e 5,051 (291le 
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TABLE 6: 
Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 

Begin pending 
Requests 

State and court tit Ie "ppaa I s to appea I 
Total 

Civil Criminal Civil Criminal cases 

Appeals 

Filed 
Requests 
to appeal 

Total 
Civil Criminal Civil Cr'm'n'" cases 

"'ppeals 

Disposed 
Requests 

to app ... ' 
Total 

Civil 'Crlmln .. 1 Civil Criminal cases 

En~ pend Ing 
Request~' 

... pp .... , s to appea I 
Total 

Clv) I Criminal CI·,II Criminal cases 

AI"b"ma--ST"'TE TOTAL.................... 155 622
'
J (J) 7771 419 8291J (J) 1,2481 370 

370 
NH 

671 
160 

X 

75~1J 
NH 

758 1J 
906 

(J) 

NH 
(J) 

NH 
NH 
NH 

1,3191 

370 
949 1 

2,082 
239 

13.439 
1,120 

204 5021J (J) 

NH 
(J) 

NIl 
NH 
NH 

706 1 

204 
5021 

Court of Civil ... pp .... ,s................ 155 NH NH 155 419 NH NH 419 204 NH 
Court of Criminal App .... ,s............. NH 622

'
J NH (J) 622 1 NH 8291J NH (J) 8291 NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 502
'
J NI 

NH 
NH 
NH 

"'r I zona--COurt of ... ppea Is. • • • • • • • • •• • •• • 619 648 NH NH 1,482 692 805 NH NH 1,999 640 5~7 1,399 
314 

6,3191 
... rkansas--COurt of "'ppe" I 5.............. 0 0 NH NH 0 400 153 NH NH 553 79 

X 
240 74 
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II II no I s--Appel I ate Court ••••••••••••••• 
Indlana--Court of ... ppeels .............. . 
lowa--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--COurt of Appea I s •••••••••••••••• 
Kantucky--COurt of Appea Is •••••••••••••• 
Loulslana--Court of ... ppeal ............. . 
Maryland--Court of Special Appeals ..... . 
Massachl;~etts--... ppe" Is Court ........... . 
Mlchl,llan--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••• 
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New Jersey--Appellate Division of 
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Not,,: For Inclusion on this table, II case 15 defined as any appeal, orlgllllli proc»edlng, request 10 ... peal, or s .. t.nc:e revl. onl., elise. 
Total cases pending, fllad, and disposed Include original proceedings and sentence review only casas a5 well as all app8l!Is and all requests to app8l!'. 
All available data are entered In th .. table. Blank spaces Indicate that the data ware unavallablo, or lass than 90. complata. 

NH a This case type Is not handled In this court. 
X ~ The data for this elise type ara known to be Includad In tha tot8I, but wera unllv8! labia 

by category. 

aeases lire no"" :"cluded In the tot81 to IIvold double countIng: 
A request to IIpp8l!1 9'"IInted Is not counted as II dIsposed request to IIppelll or liS II filed 

IIppell I. It 15 counted liS II dlsposltloo on Iy when the resulting appaal 15 disposed. 
IOlltll lire Incomplete: 

Alabama--Court of Crimi nil I Appallls-oll1'a do not InclUde patltlons disposed of In the 
clerk's office at th .. direction of the Court. 

Cllllfornla--COurts of ApP8I!1--Total pending eIIses do not Include orlgllllli jurisdiction 
C8ses. 

New York--Appellate Divisions of tha Suprame Court--Total casas filed do not Includa all 
or I glllll I proc»edlngs. 

Oklahome--COllrt of App8l!Is--Totlll pending dlltll do not Include rllCluuts 10 ........ 1. 
Wlsc:ansln--COurt of Appellls--Total begIn gendlng casas do not Include requests to 

ap ..... ,. 

JExplanDtlon of dllta Includltd In the clltegory: 
AIlIb:Jme--COurt of Criminal APP8llls--f'endlng and flied appeals Include original 

proc:oadlngs and reqllestS to appeal. Olsposod appeals Included r.quests to ........ 1. 
New Maxlco--Court of ApP8l!1s- Crlallllll ~Is filed Includes J..-Ile apP8llls. 
Wlsconslr.--COurt of App8l!Is-- CIvil and erlal ... 1 epp_ls Include requests to ........ 1. 
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TABLE 7: Caseload for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
TABLE 8: Caseload for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
TABLE 9: Caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

In Tables 7 anu 8, the courts of last resort 
in states with intermediate appellate courts have 
been separated from the states without 
intermediate appellate courts, while Tables 7 and 
9 together show the total appellate case10ad in 
those states with intermediate appellate courts. 

These tables contain the same case10ad 
inventory data that is shown in Table 2, and the 
same variations in court organization apply to 
these tables. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The jurisdi~tion of each court is outlined 
briefly in the court system organization chart for 
each state located in Part II of this report. 

Major variation from state to state resu'lts 
from the type of mandatory and discretionary 
jurisdiction over initial appeals granted to 
courts of last resort and to intermediate 
appellate courts. States having both levels of 
appellate courts generally direct the more 
difficult appeals to the court of last resort, but 
these are not necessarily the same types of cases 
in every state. 

In some states trial courts of general 
jurisdiction have incidental appellate 
jurisdiction, which affects the number of appeals 
filed in the appellate courts. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Total case figures may not be comparable from 
state to state. 

Some state:; report total cases processed 
without any indication as to what types of 
proceedings are included. Other states include in 
their case10ad only appeals that were decided on 
the merits. Some appellate courts include all 
original proceedings, while others report none. 
Some states do not distinguish appeals and other 
cases from procedural matters. 

Variations in counting cases: 

The kind and amount of discretionary 
jurisdiction granted to courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts vary from state to 
state. Courts with discretionary jurisdiction 
sometimes report the total n~mber of cases filed 
without distinguishing between mandatory and 
discretionary cases; or they separate mandatory 
and discretionary cases filed but do not indicate 
the number of requests for discretionary review 
granted. Some provide separate data for mandatory 
cases, discretionary review granted, and 
discretionary review denied, while others com~ine 
mandatory cases and cases accepted for review, but 
report separately the number of petitions for 
review filed, resulting in double counting of 
granted petitions for review. 

Courts may count cases at different stages in 
proceedings. Some courts count cases when the 
notice of appeal is filed. Others wait to count 

cases until they.- are argued or submitted on 
briefs. Courts which count cases at stages that 
occur later in case processing will not count 
those cases on which a notice of appeal is filed 
but later the parties decide not to pursue the 
subsequent stages. The manner of counting cases 
in each court is given in Table 11 and on each 
individual appellate ~ourt profile in Part II of 
thi s report. 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
individual profiles in Part II and in Appendix B, 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases that the court was able to dispose. 
The percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. This 
measure was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten. 

End pending as ~ercent of filed. This figure 
gives the percent 0 the number of filed cases 
that were pending at the end of the year. This 
measure is computed by dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the number 
of casss filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent indicates 
that the number of cases pending at the end of the 
year was equal to the number of cases filed during 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
indicates a pending caseload larger than cases 
filed, while a value lower than one hundred 
percent indicates a pending caseload smaller than 
the number of cases filed. This percent was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 
than ten. 

Number change in ~ending caseload. This 
number glves the netncrease or decrease in 
pending caseload for the court year by subtracting 
the number of cases pending at the beginning of 
the year from the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year. An alternative to this 
calculation, subtracting the number disposed from 
the number filed, was used when pending data were 
unavailable or incomplete. When this alternate 
formula was used, the resulting number was 
enclosed in parentheses. A positive number 
indicates that the pending caseload increased 
during the year while a negative number indicates 
that the pending case10ad was reduced in size. 
Thus, a large negative change in pending indicates 
that the court is keeping the ca~eload current, 
while a large positive change in pending would 
indicate that the court has not kept pace with its 
filings. 

Percent change in ~ending caseload •. This 
percentage indicates t e change in pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year. and is obtained by ~ividing 
the number change in pending caseload by tne 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year and then multiplying by one hundred. (This 
figure cannot be calculated if the alternative 
formula described above was used to calculate the 
number change in the pending case10ad.) A high 
negative percent indicates that the court red~ced 
its pending caseload significantly. while a hlgh 
positive percent indicates that the pending 
case10ad increased significantly. Th~s ~easure 
was not computed if the number of beglnn1ng 
pending cases was less than ten. 

Filed and disposed per judge. These measures 
are displayed in appellate court tables. If all 
other factors (court jurisdiction, discretionary 
jurisdiction, case definition. panels in the 
court. etc.) are similar. these measures permit 
comparison of caseload per judge. These 
statistics were computed by dividing the filed and 
disposed cases respectively. by the number of 
appellate judges serving that court. 

The necessity for caution when making any 
comparisons among states must be repeated. This 
warning holds true especially for comparisons 
using any of the above measures. 

-----~~-.----- -

Filed ~er 100,000 population. The unit of 
state popu ation used on all court caseload charts 
is 100 000. This measure compensates for 
variations in state population and gives a more 
realistic basis for comparison. of caseloads among 
states of various sizes. If all other factors 
(court jurisdiction. discretionary jurisdiction, 
case definition, etc.) are similar, the filed per 
100,000 population statistic permits direct 
comparisons among states of the number of filed 
cases. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made among states 
before checking for similarities and ~ifferences 
among the states in the profiles sectl0n in Part 
II. Comparisons should not be made between courts 
of last resort and intermediate appellate courts 
or between courts of last resort with and w~thout 
intermediate appellate courts. When companng 
states. care must also be taken to insu~e that 
state totals are used in those states Wlt~ more 
than one court of last resort or intermedlate 
appellate court. When comparing the number of 
appeals filed, disposed. or pending among states, 
also consider the percent of the appeals that are 
discretionary (numbers in parentheses) and the 
number of requests to appeal handled by each state. 

29 
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TABLE 7: Caseload for courts of last resort in sta.tes with intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed per 100,000 
population. 

As percent Change In 
State of filed ~ending Per ,judge Filed 

population Number End per 
State and court title In of Begin End Dis- pend- Per- 100,000 

thousands ~ ~endln9 Filed Dis~osed ~endlng ~osed Ing Number cent Filed Diseosed ~opulation 

Alabama--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 3,B69 9 0 762 ( 66)e 762 ( 66)e 0 100% 0 85 85 20 
Arizona--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 2,639 5 211 1,028 1,095 144 107% 14% -67 -32% 206 219 39 
Arkansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 2,269 7 277 650 783 144 120% 22% -133 -48% 93 112 29 
Callfornia--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 23,255 7 3,784 (193)e 3,669 (193)e 97% (115) 541 524 16 
Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 2,849 7 350 941 877 414 93% 44% 64 18% 134 125 33 
Connectlcut--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 3,100 6 619 614 542 691 88% 113% 72 12% 102 90 20 
Florida--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 9,471 7 1,363 2,561 2,524 1,403 99% 55% 40 3% 366 361 27 

Georgia--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 5,391 7 304 1,450 (140)e 1,353 (140le 401 93% 28% 97 32% 207 193 27 
Illinols--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 11,423 7 373 1,346 p48je 1,296 (148 e 423 96% 31% 50 13% 192 185 12 
Ind1ana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 5,475 5 109 604 27 e 604 ( 27)e 109 100% 18% 0 121 121 11 
Iowa--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2,917 9 880 1,507 i 26je 1,410 ( 26)e 968 94% 64% 88 10% 167 157 52 
Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 2,347 7 443 11 e 416 ( 11)e 94% (27) 63 59 19 

Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 3,644 7 236 754 (175)e 671 (175)e 241 89% 32% 5 2% 108 96 21 
Loulsiana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 4,139 7 2,842 f529t 2,763 (529)e 97% (79) 406 395 69 
Maryland--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 4,223 7 28 540 101 e 528 (101)e 40 98% 7% 12 43% 77 75 13 
Massachusetts--Supreme Judicial Court. 5,746 7 432 62 (8) 
Mlchigan--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 9,249 7 850 1,470 ( 55)e 1,508 ( 55)e 812 103% 55% -38 -5% 210 215 16 

Missouri--Supreme COurt •••• _ •••••••••• 4,889 7 131 684 68B 128 101% 19% -3 -2% 98 98 1.4 
New Jersey--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 7,373 7 534 1,086 (143)e 1,353 (143)e 451 125% 42% -83 -16% 155 193 15 
New Mexico--Supreme Court., ••••••••••• 1,281 5 197 615 ( 22)e 605 ( 22)e 207 98% 34% 10 5% 123 121 48 
New York--Court of Appeals1 ........... 17,634 7 
North Carolina--Supreme Court ••••••••• 5,802 7 21 624 ( 64)e 536 ( 64)e 19 86% 3% -2 -10% 89 77 11 

Ohio--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 10,799 7 1,721 (146)e 1,628 (146)e 95% (93) 246 233 16 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 2,970 12 2,002 1,922 ( 94)'l 1,601 ~ 94)e 2,383 83% 124% 381 19% 160 133 65 

Supreme Courtk •• , ••••••••••••••••••• 9 1,620 1,176 ( 7l)e 881 71le 1,903 75% 162% 283 18% 131 98 40 
Court of Criminal Appealsk •••••••••• 3 382 746 ( 23)e 720 ( 23 e 480 97% 64% 98 26% 249 240 25 

Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 2,578 7 251 727 (104)e 799 (104)e 164 110% 23% -B7 -35% 104 114 2B 

Pennsylvanla--Supre~ Court ••••••••••• 11 ,874 7 1,850 (215~e (215)e 776 42% 264 16 
Tennessee--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 4,533 5 l8B 854(121 e 801 (121)e 241 94% 28% 53 28% 171 160 19 
Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 13,887 18 2,782 5,859 f2!Hle 5,051 (291)e 3,539 86% 60% 757 27% 326 281 42 

Supreme Courtk •••••••••••••••••••••• 9 184 1,014 146 e 894 (146)e 253 88% 25:t 69 38% 113 99 7 
Court of Criminal Appeals k •••••••••• 9 2,598 4,845 (145)e 4,157 (l45)e 3,286 86% 68% 68B 27% 538 462 35 

Washington--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 4,013 9 294 785 755 342 97% 44% 48 16% 87 84 20 
Wlscon~in--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 4,666 636 4991 112i 91 14 

----'-~------- -
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Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal. original proceeding, request to appedl. or sentence review only case. 
All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are included. Blank spaces indicate that either the data are not available or the 

calculations were inappropriate. Numbers in parentheses, representing the number of requests to appeal that were granted, were not included in any of the 
calculations. 

-- c Not applicable. 

eCases are not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed re·;juest to appeal or as a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting appeal i~ 

disposed. The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the table. These n".mbers were not included in any of the 
calculations. 

iOata are not complete: 
New York--Caseload data were excluded from this table due to the failure to report the number of civil requests to appeal which renders the data less than 90% 

complete. 
Wisconsin--The disposed and end pending figures do not include miscellaneous original jurisdiction cases. 

kAdditional information: 
Both Oklahoma and Texas have two courts of last resort. The Supreme Court hears only civil matters; the Court of Criminal Appeals hears all criminal matters. Both 

also have an intermediate appellate court that hears only civil matters. Although the Court of Criminal Appeals in both states has no interwediate appellate 
court, data from both courts of last resort are included on this table for Texas and Oklahoma so that the entire caseload of that level of court can be presented 
as a unit as it is for every other state. 
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TABLE 8: 
Caseload for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed per 100,000 
population. 

As percent Change in 
St~te of filed eendin!! Per jUdge Filed 

population Number End per 
State and court title in of Begin End Dis- pend- Per- 100,000 

thousands judges eending Filed Diseosed eend'j n9 eosed ing Number cent Filed Diseosed £.22.u 1 at ion 

A1aska--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 402 5 624 656 634 646 971- !191- 22 <l1- 131 127 163 
0e1aware--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 599 5 329 339 35B 310 1061- 9l1o -19 -61- 68 n. 57 
District of Columbia--Court of 

Appeals ........................... 656 9 l,134i 1,236 1,318 l,052i 1071- (-82) 137 146 188 

Hawaii--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 950 5 670 338 297 711 881- 2101- 41 61- 68 59 36 
Idaho--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 933 5 500 410 354 556 861- 136% 56 11'; 82 71 44 
Maine--Supreme Judicial Court ••••••••• 1,125 7 295 408 447 256 1101- 63% -39 -13% 58 64 36 
Minnesota--Supreme Courti ••••••••••••• 4,038 9 
Mississippi--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 2,508 9 438 843 862 414 102% 49% -24 -6% 94 96 34 

Montana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 789 5 472 516 1091- (-44) 94 103 60 
Nebraska--Supreme Courti •••••••••••••• 1,564 7 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 765 5 667 912 866 713 95% 78% 46 n. 182 173 119 
New Hampshire--Supreme Court •••••••••• 912 5 155 293 303 145 103% 50% -10 -7% 59 61 32 
North Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 652 5 121 208 241 88 116% 42% -33 -27% 42 48 32 

Puerto Rico--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 3,165 8 280 1,170 1,16~ 285 100% 24% 5 2% 146 146 37 
Rhode Is1and--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 957 5 569 486 478 577 98% 119% 8 1% 97 96 51 
South Caro1ina--Supreme CCurt ••••••••• 3,087 5 125 715 507 333 71% 47% 208 166% 143 101 23 
South Oakota--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 689 5 283 319 327 276 103% 87% -7 -3% 64 65 46 
Utah--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 1,416 5 618 534 86% (84) 124 107 44 

Vermont--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 506 5 291 422 367 349 87% 83% 58 20% 84 73 83 
Virginia--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 5.325 7 775 1,8'i2 (207)e 1,810 (207)e 857 971 46% 82 11% 266 259 35 
West Virginia--Supreme Court of 

Appea1s ..... ~ ..................... 1,939 5 1,012 (444)e 804 (444)e 79% (208) 202 161 52 
Wyoming--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 452 5 132 177 222 87 125% 49% -45 -34% 35 44 39 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeill. original proceeding, request to appeal. or sentence reviell only case. 
All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are included. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less 

than 90% complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. Numbers in parentheses, representing the number of requests to appeal that were granted, were not 
included in the calculations. 

eCases are not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed request to appeal or as a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting appeal is 

disposed" The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the table. These numbers were not included in any of the 
calculations in the table. 

iOata are not complete: 
District of Columbia--Pending data do not include special proceedings in original jurisdiction cases. 
Minnesota--Oata were unavailable from the Minnesota Supreme Court. 
Nebraska--State figures did not include requests to appeal, and therefore, were less than 90% complete. 
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TABLE 9: 
Caseload for intermediate appeliate courts, 1979. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed per 100,000 
population. 

As percent Change "in 
State of fil ed (!ending Per jUdge Filed 

population Number End per 
State and court title in of Begin End Dis- pend- Per- 100,000 

thousands ~ !!ending Filed Disposed (!ending ~osed ing Number cent Filed Dis(!osed (!o(!ulation 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 3,869 8 nTi 1,248i 1,319i 706i 106%i 57%i -71i -9%i 156i 165i 32i 
Court of Civil Appeals •••••••••••••• 3 155. 419. 370 204. 88% 49%. 49. 32%. 140 123 11 
Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••••••• 5 6221 8291 949i 5021 114%i 61%1 -1201 -19%1 166i 190i 21i 

Arizana--Caurt of Appeals ••••••••••••• 2,639 12 1,482 1,999 2,082 1,399 104% 70% -83 -6% 167 174 76 
Arkansas--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 2,269 6 0 616 299 317 49% 51% 317 103 50 27 
Califarnia--Caurts of Appeal •••••••••• 23,255 56 12,853 13,439 105% (-586) 230 240 55 
Calarado--Caurt of Appeals •••••••••••• 2,849 10 1,003 1,214 1,120 1,097 92% 90% 94 9% 121 112 43 
Cannecticut--App~llate Session 

of Superior Court ••••••••••••••••• 3,100 3 215 135 165 185 122% 137% -30 -14% 45 55 4 

Flarida--District Court cf Appeal ••••• 9,471 39 6,641 12,350 10,861 8,241 88% 67% 1,600 24% 317 278 ,." 130 
Gear'gia--Court of Appeals ............. 5,391 9 0 1,969 ( Ole 1,969 Ole 0 100% 0 219 219 37 
Illinais--Appellate Court ••••••••••••• 1l~423 31 3,852 5,732 4,660 4,924 81% 86% 1,072 28% 185 150 50 
lndiana--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 5,475 13 801 941 1,142 600 121% 64% -201 -25% 72 88 17 
Iowa--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••• 2,917 5 78 377 379 76 101% 20% -2 -3% 75 76 13 
Kansas--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••• 2.347 7 601 816 772 645 95% 79% 44 7% 117 110 35 
KentuckY--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 3,644 14 977 1,863 1,896 944 i02% 51% -33 -3% 133 135 51 

Lauisiana--Caurts of Appeal a •••••••••• 4,139 29 1,395 2,664 2,430 1.147 91% 43% -248 -18% 92 84 64 
Haryland--Caurt of Special Appeals •••• 4,223 13 112 1,689 ( 9)e 1,533 ( 9)e 159 91% 9% 47 42% 130 118 40 
HI'.ssachusetts--Appea I s Court •••••••••• 5,746 10 762 1,0-15 975 677 93% 65% -85 -11% 105 98 18 
~lchigan--Caurt of Appeals •••••••••••• 9,249 18 5,499 5,159 94% 340 306 287 59 
His$auri--Caurt of Appeals •••••••••••• 4,889 28 2,143 2,219 2,216 2,150 100% 97% 7 <1% 79 79 45 
New Jersey--Appellate Division of 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 7,373 21 6,202 5,618 6,451 5,370 115% 96% -832- -13% 268 307 76 
New Mexico--Caurt of Appeals •••••••••• 1,281 7 288 517 509 299 99% 58% 11 4% 74 73 40 

New Yark--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 17,634 33 1O,453i 10,706 317i 324 64i 
Appellate Divisions of the Supreme 

8,4181 Court ............................. 24 9,207 351i 384 52i 
Appellate Terms of the Supreme 

Court ............................. 9 2,035 1,499 74% (5361 226 167 12 
North Carolina--Court of Appeals •••••• 5,802 12 1,738 (54)e 1,651 (54)e 95":: (87 145 138 30 
Ohia--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••• 10,799 44 4,789 7,944 7,876 4,909 99% 182 179 74 
Oklahoma--Court of Appealsa ••••••••••• 2,970 6 647 (71)e 572 (71)e 88i (75) 108 95 22 
Oregon--Court of Appeals •••••••••••••• 2,578 10 1,446 3,456 3,369 1,533 98% 44% 87 6% 346 337 134 

Pennsyl vani a--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 11,874 16 6,933 433 58 A\ 
Superior Courto ••••••••••••••••••••• 7 4,047 578 34 

\ Commonwealth Courta ••••••••••••••••• 9 2,886 2,414 84% (472) 321 268 24 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 4,533 21 681 .1.,438 1,528 591 106% 41% -90 -13% 68 73 32 

Court of Appealsa ••••••••••••••••••• 12 381 775 858 298 111% 39% -83 -22":: 65 72 17 \',1\ 

Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••••••• 9 300 663 670 293 101% 44% -7 -2% 74 74 15 
Texas--Courts of Civil Appealsa ••••••• 13,887 $1 1,30~ 2,445 2,270 1,479 93":: 61% 175 13% 48 45 18 
Washington--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 4,013 I"" 2,012 2,243 2,233 2,053 100% 92% 41 2% 140 140 56 
Wisconsin--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 4,666 l~ 8091 1,983 1,760 1,045 89":: 53% (223) 165 147 42 :J) ~ 
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Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal. original proceeding. request to appeal. or sentence review only case. 
All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are included. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less 
than 90% complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. Numbers appearing in parentheses, representing the number of requests to appeal that wp,re granted, 
were not included in the calculations. 

-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Louisiana Courts of Appeal, Oklahoma Court of Appeals, Tennessee Court of Appeals, and Texas Court of Civil Appeals have jurisdiction over civil cases only. 
The Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania handles cases involving officials or officers of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania only. Other intermediate appellate cases 

are heard in the Superior Court. 
eCases are not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed request to appeal or as a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting appeal i~ 
disposed. The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the table. These numbers are not included in the calculated 

. fi gures. 
10ata are not complete: 

Alabama--Court of Criminal Appeals--Figures do not include petitions disposed of in the clerk's office at the direction of the Court. 
New York--Appellate divisions of the Supreme Court--Total cases filed do not include all original proceedings. 

KAdditional information: 
Iowa--The figure given as filed is the number of cases transferred to this court by the Iowa Supreme Court. All appellate cases in Iowa are initially filed with the 

Supreme Court. It retains some of them. and transfers some to the Court of Appeals for disposition. 
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TABLE 10: Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts in this table have been 
separated into courts of last resort in states 
without intermediate appellate courts, courts of 
last resort in states with intermediate appellate 
courts, and intermediate appellate courts. This 
breakdown illustrates how the number of cases 
disposed of by opinion may vary by appellate court 
organization. 

The number of appellate courts in each state 
is shown in Table 2. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The types of appellate cases and their 
complexity vary from state to state, and from 
appellate court to a~pellate court within a 
state. Variation in subject-matter jurisdiction 
may be partially explained by court organ1zation, 
e.g., the presence of an intermediate appellate 
court, or the existence of a specialized appellate 
court. The number of, and time consumed by, 
original jurisdiction cases is also affected by 
several variables, including whether state 
statutes require that collateral attacks on 
criminal convictions be filed originally in the 
trial court or in the appellate court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

A case was classified as disposed of by 
opinion if it was so classified by the state 
annual report, e.g., a listing of "per curiam" 
would only be classified as an opinion if it was 
listed as "per curiam opinion." The data do not 
include dissenting and concurring opinions. 

Courts may increase or decrease their reported 
caseloads by the way they count appeals of 
criminal convictions for two or more defendants, 
by whether cross appeals are counted as separate 
cases, and by the way they count appeals granted 
through discretionary jurisdiction. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Number of cases disposed of by opinion as 
percent of dis~ositions. This summary statistic 
may indicate t e importance attributed by a 
specific court to opinion-writing as a manner of 
disposition. A figure of 68~ can be interpreted 
to mean that 68~ of that court's dispositions were 
resolved by an opinion. Although a lower figure 
in another court may indicate that court's 
preference to resolve disputes without opinion, 
the lower figure may result from a variety of 
other factors, such as: a higher caseload than 
the first court; fewer resources that can be 
devoted to opinion-writing than the first court; 
or a diffel"ent set of cases that do not requi re 
elaborate explanations of decisions through 
opinion-writing. In short, this may be more of a 
workload measure than one which identifies 
opinion-writing as a method of announcing 
decisions. 

Preceding page blank 

Number of cases disposed of by opinion per 
judge. This summary statistic can be used as but 
one component of a general workload measure. A 
fi gure of 44 can be interpreted to mean that ~i v •. 
that court's definition of an opinion, 44 cases 
were disposed of by an opinion for each judge 
assigned to that court. 

Limitations on use: 

Differences between courts can limit the value 
of the figures reported in this table. The use of 
different terminology by different courts to mean 
the same thing further complicates analysis. A 
per curiam opinion in one court may be the 
functional equivalent of a full opinion in another 
court, or a memorandum opinion in yet another 
court. An effort has been made to limit the 
reporting of opinions in this table to full-length 
opinions, signed or unsigned, but because we are 
not able to differentiate among ways terms are 
used in each state, some less than full-length 
opinions are probably included in these data. 

Beyond the problem of distingUishing among 
types of opinions, full opinions may be of 
different lengths. Also, courts make varied use 
of commissioners, law clerks, and other legal 
staff. Some courts may use staff to draft 
opinions, while others do not. These figures may 
also vary depending on appellate court structure 
and the amount of discretionary jurisdiction. For 
these reasons, figures such as the number of cases 
disposed of by opinion per judge, and the number 
of opinions written per judge are less than 
perfect indicators of the 'level of work done by 
judges in these courts, and they are oy no means 
an all-encompas~ing measure of a judge's 
workload. Behaviors other than opinion-writing 
are important components of a judge's daily 
activities. 
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TABLE 10: 
Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1979. 
Courts reporting dispositions by opinion. Number and percent of cases disposed by opinion, by case type. Total cases 
disposed by opinion, total cases disposed, and number of justices/judges. 

State end court level 

Inter..dlat. "1'1'81 lat. """rts 

Civil 
eppee Is 

% of 
cetegory 
disposed 

of by 
Number oplnlOi' 

"'lebama--COurt of Civil ... ppee\s........... X 
Court of Crlmlnlll ... ppeels............... NH 

Crlmlnel 
eppellis 

% of 
cetegory 
disposed 
of by 

Number op I n Ion 

tii 

X 
Arlzona--<:ourt of Appaels................. 200 30% 106 
Ce II forn III--<:ourts of ... ppea 1m.. .. .... .. .. • 2,673 
Colorado--COurts of Appellls ••••••••••••••• 
Connect I cut--Appell ete Sess I on of 

'Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• It 60 
Georglll--COurt of ... ppellls ................ . 
1IIInols--Appellllte COurtm................ 1,232 

Indillna--<:ourt of Appealsm .............. .. 
lowll--COurt of Appeels ................... . 
Kanses--COurt of App6llls ................. . 
Kentucky--COurt ot Appee I 5 .............. .. 

MIIrylllnd--COurt ot Sp",clal AppealsJ ...... . 
~ssachu5etts--App9t115 ('..curt •••••••••••••• 

Mlchlgan--COurt of APPollls ............... . 
Mlssourl--COurt of Appellls ............... . 
New Jersoy--Appelillte DivIsion of 

Superior COurtm ........................ . 
New Mexlco--<:ourt ot Appellls ............. . 
New York--Appellat" Divisions of the 

SLi'preme Court •••••••••••••••••••• " •••••• 

North Cllrollnll--COurt ot ... ppellls ......... . 

Ohlo--<:ourt of Appollls ................... . 
Oklahoma--COurt ot Appeals .............. .. 
Oregon--<:ourt of "'ppelll s ................. . 
Pennsy I vltn f lI--Super lor Court •••••••••••••• 

COmmonwelll th c.:.urt .................... .. 
Tennesse9--<:ourt of ... ppeels .............. . 

Court of Crlmlnel Appeels .............. . 
TeXlls--COurts of Civil Appeels .......... .. 
Weshlngton--<:ourt of Appellls ............ .. 
Wlsconsln--COurt ot Appeels ............. .. 

States .Ith courts of last resort having 
no I nt..-ll eta appa II at. courts 

Alaska--Suprema courrm •••••••••••••••••••• 
District ot COlumblll--<:ourt of ... ppeels .... 
Hawa II--Supre~ COurtm •••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho--Supreme COurtm ••••••••••••••••••••• 

f.tlIl ne--Supreme Jud I c: lal Court ••• ea •••• ,.,. 

Mlsslsslppl--Supreme COurtJ .............. . 

Montllna--SUpreme Court ••• I ••••• I ••• I •••••• 
Nebraska--Supreme Court I •• I ••••••••••••••• 

New Hal'f1)sh I re--Suprema Court •• a a ••••• a. a •• 

North DDkot~--Supreme Court. a a II •• a •• a •••• 

Oklehoma--COurt ot Crlmlnlll Appellls ....... 
Puerto R J co--Supreme Court. I ••• a ••••••• II' 

South Coro II na--Supreme Court ••••• I ..... a I. 

South Oakot.a ... -Supreme Courtm ........ I ••• I.' 

Texes--<:ourt of Cr I ml nil I Appoa 15 ........ .. 
Utch--SuprelllB Court •• I ••••••••••• , It ••••••• 

Vorrront--Suprorne Court ••• I I ••••••••••••••• 

257J 
276 

594 

3,009 
435 

2,040 
559J 

66 
112J 

177 

259 

NH 

NH 

53% 

99% 

66~ 
100% 

81% 

90% 
46~ 

59% 
62% 

72~ 

76% 

3,077 

26 

660 

120J 

133 

416 

2,109 

84J 

120 
531 

100 

84 

2,524 

x 

37% 

75" 

76% 

70% 

60%1 

76% 
57% 

76% 

61% 

Agency 
eppee Is 

% of 
category 
dIsposed 

of by 
Number op In Ion 

23 

(JI 

25 65% 

55 

Juvenile 
eppellis 

% of 
category 
dIsposed 
of by 

Number opinion 

10 

(j) 

(J) 

Cases disposed of by opinion 

Post
conviction 

eppellis 

~ of 
category 
disposed 

of by 
Number op I n Ion 

(JI 

16 69% 

Tote I 
eppeels 
disposed 

of by 
opinion 

339 

86 

2,092 

377 
409 

1,012 

1,I04J 

5,116 
435 

1,IosJ 

203 

166 
190 

277 
60,}.! 

264 

2,524 

115 

Orlglnel 
proceed I ngs 

% of 
cetegory 
disposed 
of by 

Number op I n I on 

21 
414 

9 

39 

6~ 

23% 

95% 

Sentence 
review only 

~ of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Number opinion 

(J I 

42 76~ 

Tote I 
Crises 

disposed of 
by op In Ions 

246 
400 
360 

6,164m 

746 

88 
1,732 
2,092m 

1,106"' 
377 
409 

1,141J 
911J 
368 

2,790 

1,032 

561 

1,104 
5,536 

435 
687 

1,751 
1,369 

699 
575 

2,040 
1,136J 

667 

274m 
319 
197 
229m 

277 
60,}.! 

321 
416 

224 

171"' 
284 

81 
261 
233m 

2,524 
300 
115 

Tote I 
Dispositions 

370 
949 1 

2,062 
13,439 
1,120 

165 
1,969 
4,660 

1,142 
379 
772 

1,896 
1,533 

975 

5,159 

2,216 

6,451 
509 

9,207 

1,671 
7,676 

435 
3,369 

658 
670 

2,270 
2,233 
1,760 

634 

1,318 
297 
354 

447 
662 
516 
6601 

303 
241 
720 

1,165 
507 

'27 

4,157 
534 
367 

Number 
of 

Justlcesl 
Judges 

3 
SC 

12 
58.1c 

10 

3 
9 

31c 

12 

5 

14 
13 
10 

18 

26 

21 c 

7 

12 
44 
6 

10 
7 
9 

12 
9 

51 
If,c 

12 

5 
9 
5 
5 

7 
9 

5 
7 

5 

3 
e 
5 
5 

9 
5 
5 

Number of 
cases d I ~posed 
of by opInion 
as percent ot 
dispositions 

54% 

47% 

66% 
10% 

,00% 
20% 

43~ 

24% 
66~ 

65% 

61% 
56~ 

31% 

Number ot ClIses 
disposed ot by 

opinion per 
Judge 

82 
60c 

30 
106c 

75 

29 
192 
67 

9:< 
75 
58 
86J 
701 
39 

155 

37 

163 
26 

92 
125 
73 
69 

250 
154 
56 
64 
40 
71J 
72 

55 

35 
39 
46 

40 
67J 
64 
59 

45 
34 

95 
10 
52 
47 

280 
60 
23 

Number of 
opinions 
per Judge 

( 411 m 

(cont I nuod on next pego) 
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TABLE 10: 
Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1979. (continued) 

Ctl59S dIsposed of by op I n Ion 

State and court level 

States wIth ~rts of last resort havIng 
no Int ... ..cIlat .. appellate courts (con't) 

VI rgl n I a--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
West Vlrglnlll--Supreme Court of APPlMls ••• 
Wyoml ng--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

States wIth courts of last resort havIng 
Int_late appellate courts 

A I abama--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

CIvIl 
appeals 

% of 
category 
dIsposed 
of by 

Number opinIon 

Ar I %onll--Su preme Court.................... 67 85% 
Arkzsnsl!Is--Suprema Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Ca II forn la--Supreme Court... •••••••••••••• 75 100% 
Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Connect I cut--Supreme Court...... •••••••••• 195 50% 
Florldll--Supr_ Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Georgla--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
IIII no I s--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
I nd I anll--Supreme Court •••••••••••• ~ * •••••• 
lowa--Supreme COurtm...................... 202j 25% 
t(enslts--Suprerne Court •••• "................ X 
Lou Is f 8n~--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 

Mary I and--Court of Appea I sj ••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Supreme Jud I cl a I Court ••••• 
Mlchlgan--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlssourl--Supreme Court................... 107 
New Jersey--Supreme COurtm •••••••••••••••• 
New Msxlco--Suprerne Court ••••••••••••••••• 

New York--Court of Appea Is •••••••••••••••• 
North Caro II na--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
Ok I ahoma--Supre ... Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsy I van I a--Suprel1"l9 Court •• " ............ , 

Tennessee--Sureme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Texas--Supr., ... COu:-t •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Washlngton--Supreme Court................. 93 

80% 

65% 

CrImInal 
appea Is 

% of 
category 
dIsposed 
of by 

Number opInIon 

48 

48 

43 

81l 
118 

67% 

98% 

75% 

33% 
86% 

26 68% 

NH 

NH 
25 74J 

Agency 
appeals 

% of 
category 
dIsposed 
of by 

Number op I n Ion 

(j) 

X 

Juven I Ie 
appea Is 

• of 
category 
dIsposed 
of by 

Number opInIon 

Note: All available data are Included In the tllble. Blllnk spaces Indicate that data were unavaIlable. 

Post
convIctIon 

appeals 

% of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Number opl nl on 

(j) 

Total 
appe~ls 

dIsposed 
of by 

opInIon 

161 

428 
115 

123 

238 

241 

238 
395 

liS 

A case Was classified as dIsposed by opInIon It It was so classIfIed by the state annual reports, e.g., a listIng of "per curIam" would only 
be classIfIed as an opInIon, If It was IIst,.d. "per curIam opInion." 
The data do not InclUde dIssentIng or concurrIng opInIons. 

NH ~ ThIs case type Is (k)t handled In thIs court. 
X ~ The data for th I s case type are known to be I nc I uded I n the tota I but wero not ava I I a b I e by category. 

cJudgo Information: 
Alabama--Court of CrimInal Appeals--There are three supernumerary judges also aSSigned to this court. 
Callfornla--Court of Appoal--Although there were 56 judges allocated origInally, there were 58.1 full-tIme judgo oqulvelents. 
I II Inols--Appellate Court--Three retIred and ten circuIt judges also served by assignment during 1979. 
M I ssour I--Supreme Court--Three commlss loners a I so served the Court. 
New 'fork--Appellate Olvlslon$ of the Supremo Court--Nlne JustIces and twelve certIfIed retired judges wore temporarily IIsslgned to this Court. 
New Jersey--Twenty-two Judges are authorIzed, but one judge served as actIng admInIstratIve dIrector of tho courts. 
Texas--Courts of CIvIl Appeals--Nlne nell judges were added on Decomber I, 1978. 
Washlngton--Suprema Court--In additIon, one commIssioner serves tho Supremo Court, and three commIssioners served the Court of Appo!'ls. 

IData ere Incomplete: 
Alabama--Court of CrimInal Appoals--oata do not Includ9 petItions dispOSed of In the clerk's office at tho dlroctlon of the Court. 
Nobraska-- Requests to appeal are not InclUded In dIsposItIon data. 
TennesseE>--Court of Appeals--In addItion, there were 159 ",er curIam and simple orders" dIsposItion •• 

Court of CrimInal Appeals--In additIon, thero were 95 "per curIam and orders" disposItions. 
jExplanatlon of data Included In the category: 

Alaska-- CIvIl and crl.lnal appeals Include some juvenll .. appeals. 
I deho-- Illvll appeals Include JuvenIle appeals. Crl.lnal appallis Includo postconvlctlon .--dy cases. 
Mlnnesota--A(1oncy appeals data Include req..sts to app .... l. 
Jowa--Supreme Court-- CIvil appeals Includo "gency appeals and postconvlctlon r-.fy casos. Crl.lnal appoals Include orIgInal JurIsdIctIon 

ClISOS. 

r 
1 
\. 
I 

\ 
\ 

OrIgInal 
procoed I n9s 

% of 
category 
dIsposed 
af by 

Number op I n I an 

86 

64 

21 
7 

12 

9 

27J 
100% 

21J 

15~ 

60J 

Sentence 
rovlew only 

% of 
catogory 
dIsposed 
of by 

Number op I n Ion 

(j) 

Total 
ClIsas 

dIsposed of 
by opInIons 

161 
185 
170m 

428 
201 
469 
187 
284 
238 
417 

646m 
219 
262 
290m 

238 
40'1 

I12j 

250 
127 
133 
155m 

197 

163 
162 
271 
195 
403 
161 
93 

189 

Total 
DIspositIons 

1,810 
804 
222 

162 
1,095 

783 
:5,669 

877 
542 

2,524 

1,274 
1,296 

604 
1,410 

416 
2,763 

528 

1,508 
687 

1,353 
605 

881 
799 

eol 
894 
755 

Number 
of 

Just Icesl 
Judges 

7 

5 
5 

9 

5 
1 
7 
7 
6 
7 

7 
7 
5 
9 
7 

1 

7 
7 
7 
1c 

7 

7 

'7 
9 

7 
7 

5 
9 
gc 

Number of 
cases dIsposed 
of by opInion 
as percent of 
dIsposItIons 

51J 
17% 
43J 
20% 
57J 
15J 

21% 

31% 
24J 

20J 
10J 
25J 

Number of cases 
dIsposed of by 

opInIon per 
judge 

23 
37 
34 

48 
40 
67 
27 
41 
40 
60 

92 
31 
52 
32 
34 
58 

16j 
36 
18 
Igc 
22 
39 

23 
23 
31 
28 
58 
32 
10 
21<: 

Number of 
opl n Ions 
per judge 

(32) 

Io><a--Court of Appeals-- CIvil appeal" Include agoncy appeals and postconvlctlon .--ty appallls. Crl.lnal appeals Include 
sentence revl .. only cases. 

Kentucky--Court of Appeals--of the flguros gIven, 927 wore "nonpubllshod" opinIons. 
Maryland--Court of Appoals--Slx of the 112 opInIons were "unreported," and 715 of the 911 opInIons of the Court of SpecIal 

Appea I s were "unreported." 
Mlsslsslppl--Of the 603 opInIons, 107 .. ore "unpublished." 
North Carollna--Court ot Appoals-- CIvil appeals Includo agency appeals and State Bar cases. 
Ohlo--Court of App""Is--This fIgure Inoludes habeas corpus, orlgl~81 actIons, appeals of .... Inlstntlve agencIes, and 

appeals from the Court of Claims. 
Washlngton--Court of Appoals--of thtl flguros g:ven, 322 cIvil, 371 crIminal, and 11 other cases were unpublished oplnl"ns. 

mcategorles for disposItIon typo or trIal datal 
Alaska--The 274 caues !'ore disposed by 237 opInions publlshod In 1979. T .. onty sIx of the 214 cases were requests to 

appeal. 
Calltornla--Courts ot Appoal--Thore woro 6,031 majorIty opinIons and "by the court" majorIty opInIons 1hat dIsposed of 

6,164 cases. 
Goorgla--Supreme Court--Those 646 opInions wero wrltton during the 1979 court yoar whIch ran from ~eptember 1918 to August 

1979. 
HIlwell--Supremo Court--207 opinions .rltton In 197 cases. 
Idaho--227 cases .. ore dlsposod of by 185 ~jorlty and 44 per curIam oplnlon~. 
I II Inols--Appellato Court--The 2,092 casos !'ere dlsposod of by 1,952 majorIty and per curiam opinIons. 
lnd lanll--Court of AppoIlIS--Tho 1,108 cllses .. ero disposed ot by 1,108 opln Ions. 
lowa--Supremo Court--Tha 357 opinIons covored 357 cases. 
Now Jersoy--Supromo Court--The 9~ wrltton opinIons and ~5 per curiam opInIons disposed of 141 appoals and 14 dIsciplinary 

~tters. 

Appol Illte DlvislOl1 of Superior Court--The 3,198 oplnlOIlS dIsposed of 3,427 case~. 
North Dakota--Suprome Court--I" addItIon to 171 majority opinions, there were 23 specIal concurring or dissentIng opinIons. 
South Dakota--iho 23~ casos wore dlsposod of by 204 opInions. 
Wyomlng--Suprome Court--Thoso 170 casos wera closod by 105 opInions. 
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TABLE 11: Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 

courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts in this table have been 
separated into courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts. See Table 2 for 
the number of appellate courts in each state. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and 
aefinitions: 

Data on this table are apparently for appeals 
decided on the merits after a full review by the 
court, although this fact is not usually made 
explicit in the source documents. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Some courts count cases as soon as the notice 
of appeal is filed while others count them at a 
later event, such as at the filing of the record 
or the filing of the appellant's record. The 
latter method will exclude those cases that are 
withdrawn before the counting point from total 
dispositions. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Comparison can be made of time to disposition 
for courts at the same level that use the same 
event for the start of the time interval. The 

time intervals used on this table are designed to 
divide the entire time a case is pending into the 
portion of time it is under the control of the 
court and the porti on over whi ch the 1 awye\'s have 
control. Comparisons can be made of the portion 
of the entire time the case is pending in a 
particular status with similar cases pending in 
another court of the same type. Comparisons can 
also be made of the length of time different types 
of cases take in the same court. 

Limitations on use: 

Courts are grouped on this table by type of 
court (court of last resort or intermediate 
appellate court) and by the events used to define 
the start a~d end of each interval. Comparisons 
should be restricted to similar types of cases in 
courts that use the same events for the start and 
end of the interval of interest. 

Although an attempt has been made to divide 
the entire time a case is pending into the pOl'tion 
over which the lawyers have control and the 
portion the court has control, these are not the 
only actors that affect the pace of litigation. 
The lawyer may have to wait for the court reporter 
to prepare the necessary transcripts. The court 
may have to wait for another court to make a 
decision on a different aspect of the case. This 
table indicates the average pace of litigation for 
large groups of not necessarily homogeneous 
cases. A detailed study of the pace of litigation 
should be supported by data of far greater detail 
than are available here. 
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TABLE 11: 
43 

Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1979. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and to decision announced. 
Argument or submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and statistic type (mean or median). 

Beginning Beginning ... rgument or Beginning Type 
event event to submission event to of 

State and court tit I e Type of case Beginning to briefs argument or to decision decision stat-
_________________________________________________________________ ~e~v~en~t~ ________ f~I~I~ed~~s~u~b~m~ls~s~lo~n~~a~n~no~u~n~c~ed~~announced ~ 

Courts of last resort 

"'Iaska--Supreme Court............................ civil notice of appeal 249 338 237t 575t mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
.... an 
mean 

criminal notice of appeal 319 392 187t 579t 
sentence appeal notice of appeal 168 168 216t 384t 

District of Columbla--Court of ... ppeals ........... total cases notice of appeal 127t 363 112 449 
loWa--Supreme Court .............................. civil notice of appeal 329 61 390 

priority civil notice of appea I 206 50 256 
criminal notice of appeal 329 52 381 
tot~1 cases notice of appeal 314 57 371 

New Me)( I co--Suprema Court........................ .:.t.::,ot'-'a:..:l-=:;ca:::s:.::e.::,s_________ .!!n~ot~l~c::::e~o~f~apt:lp~o:::a.:..1 _____ _ _________ --=23::.:5~ ______ .:...75~ _____ _=3~0=_9_ ~ 
New Jersey--Supreme Court........................ tota I clIses not I ce of appaa I or 

tohl cases 

North Dlilkotll--Supreme Court ••••• ••••••••• ••••••• civil 
criminal 

granting certification 207 129 336 
not I ce of appea I or 
granting certification 193 109 277 madlan 

notice of appeal 125 167 T7 244 mean 
notice of appeal 103 133 58 191 mean 

Oregon--Supreme Court ............................ total cases notice of appeal 362t mean 
Washlngton--Suprome Court........................ criminal notice of appeal 319t 123 108 556 median 

civil notice of appeal 271t 107 143 505 median 
Juvenile notice of appgal 134t 0 128 262 median 

_____________________________________ ~a.:...I.:..I~c~a~se::.:s~ _________ .!!n~ot~l~c~e~o~f~ep~p~e~a~I _______ ~2~9~6~t ______ ~1~17~ ____ ~1~35~ ______ ~5~1~8_ median 
Hawaii-Supreme Court............................ civil filing of appeal 1,107 mean 

criminal 830 mean 
other 
original proceedings 

Idaho--Supreme Court............................. civil and Juvenile 
criminal and 

filing of appea I 

f II I ng of appea I 240 553 

1,080 
73 

793 

postconvlctlon filing of appeal 293 447 740 
administrative agency filing of appeal 207 473 680 

Wyom I ng--Supreme Court........................... ..:t:::.ot~a:..:l-=:;ca::.:s:.::e.::.s_________ ~d~oc~k~e~t~1 nC!lgL-__________ _ __________ -.!.17!C7~ ____ ~85~ _____ .!:.2~6!:.2_ 
"'rkansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• civil filing of record 121 15 137 

crimina! and post
conviction remedy 

MI ss I ss I pp I--Supreme Court ...................... tota I cases 
tota I cases 

Mary land--Court of Appeal s....................... total cases 
New Jersey--Supreme Court........................ tot~ I cliises 

total caseS 
Int..--dlate appellate a>Urt1i 

"'Iabama--Court of Civil ... ppeals •••••••••••••••••• total cases (all civil) 
loWa--COurt of ... ppeals ........................... civil 

p,-Iorlty civil 
criminal 
total cases 

New Jersey--Appellate DivisIon of Superior Court. total cases 
total cnses 

Nel/ Me)( I co--Court of ... ppoa Is. •• •• .... • •• • • • • • •• • • torts 
adml n I strat I ve appeal s 
workmen's compensation 
Interlocutory appeal 
other cl vii 
crlmlna~ and luvenlle 

Orogon--Court of ... ppoals ................... " •••• non-criminal 
Woshlngton--Court ot ... ppeals ..................... criminal 

civil 
juven lie 
all appeals 

Te)(as--Court of Clvl I ... ppeals .................... total cases (all civil) 
Meryland--Court of Special Appoals ••••••••••••••• total cases 
New Jorsey--... ppellate DivISion of Superior Court. total cases 

total cases 

filing of record 
filing of record 
judgment I n loWer court 
dlspcsltlan In lower court 
judgment be low 
ludgment be I ow 

156 

314 
286 

35 

107 
129 
109 

191 
245 
410 
454 
443 
370 

mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 

~ 

notice of appeal 119t 186 21 207 mean 
ready for sub",lsslon 159 moan 
ready for submission 128 mean 
ready for submission 137 mean 
ready tor submission 149 mean 
not I ce of appea I 431 23 391 moan 
notice of appeal 358 14 353 median 
not I ce of appeal 181 428 mean 
no·t I ce of appeal 124 368 mean 
not I co of appoal 162 289 mean 
notlco of appeal 74 134 mean 
not I ce of appeal 158 384 mean 
notice of appeal 207 ~ 
not I ce 'If appeal 217t mean 
notl,;e of appeal 194t 223 54 423 median 
notice of appoal 187t 203 61 439 med Ian 
not I ce ot appeal 139t 155 76 375 med Ian 
not I CEI of appea I __ 1~9~0.:..t ______ !:.21~9~ _____ :::.6!.1 ____ .-::4~25~_ ~ 
tiling of appeal 70 198 mean 
disposition In lower court 37 293 mean 
JUdgment below 480 23 397 mean 
IUdgment be 10" 404 14 359 med Ian 

Note: Times are often glvon In months, fractions of months, or months and days. For comparability, months were converted to days by using 30.5 days per month. 
Data on this table are apparontly for appeals decided on the merits atter a full review by the court, although this fact Is not usually made explicit In 

the sourco documents. The data for the Washington Supreme Court are only for appeals tiled directly with the court, and not fOI' appeals certified or 
transferred from the Intermediate appollate court. In addition to regular appeals, the New Jersey Supreme Court data Include some cases In which the 
decision on the merits Is mode pursuant to the argument as to whether the certification should be granted • 

... 11 available data aro enterod In the table. Blank space~ Indicate that the data or.e not available. 

tFor the time the briefs are filed, the f",lloWlng evonts >lere usod: 
Roadlness--Iowa Sup rome Court. 
Oata perfected--Wash I ngton Supreme Court, and Wash I ngton Court of "'ppeal s. 
"'ppallea's brlef--"'labam8 Court of Civil "'ppoals 

For tIme decision announced, the folloWing events \'tere used: 
Opinion pUbllcatlon--Alaska Supreme Court 
Final doclslon--Dregon Supreme Court and Oregon Court of "'ppeals 



TABLE 12: Filed cases for appellate courts, 1970-1979. 
TABLE 13: Number and percent change in filed cases year to year and for 10-year period 

for appellate cou rts, 1970-1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts in this table have been 
separated into courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts. See Table 2 for 
the number of appellate courts in each state. 

Of the 55 courts of last resort 1n the 50 
states, District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto 
Rico, 40 reported complete trend data on appellate 
cases filed for at least five years. Of the 33 
intermediate appellate courts, 25 reported 
complete trend data on appellate cases filed for 
at least five years. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the State Court Case10ad 
Statistics: Annual Reeort serles, 1976-1979 and 
historlcal data supplled by selected state court 
administrative offices. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The jurisdiction of each court is outlined 
briefly in the court system chart for each state 
located in Part II of this report. Variations in 
jurisdiction make case10ad comparisons among 
appellate courts extremely difficult. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The case classifications used in the Annual 
Rhpost seri es are those chosen for i ncl usTi.i'illn 
t e tate Court Model Annual Report and State 
Court Model Statistical Dictionary. Differences 
among states in what they include in even the 
broad category, appellate case, can make caseload 
comparisons difficult from state to state. Some 
courts, for example, include only appeals in their 
appellate caseload. Some include original 
appellate proceedings as cases, while others 
exclude them. Some courts count requests to 
appeal as separate cases, double-counting those 
that are granted and become appeals. 

Preceding page blank 

Variations in counting cases: 

As indicated in Table 11, some courts count 
cases as soon as the notice of appeal is filed 
while others count them at a later event. The 
latter will exclude those cases that are withdrawn 
before the counting point from total filings. 

The other variations in counting noted in 
Table 11 also apply to Tables 12 and 13. 

~iate analyses: 

The method of counting cases and the data 
included for each yearly figure were kept constant 
for' each court. As a resu1 t, the number and 
percent changes in case10ads reported in these 
tables are, except where otherwise noted, due to 
accrual change (usually growth) in court filings 
and not to changes in the way the court counted 
cases. Changes for similar courts or for all 
courts within a state may be compared for 
identical time periods. 

Limitations on use: 

Case10ads normally fluctuate from year to 
year, so changes from one year to the next may not 
be representative of the actual underlying trend. 
The change in the jurisdiction of a court or the 
creation of an intermediate appellate court will 
have a dramatic effect on' the rate and direction 
of change of re1 il<;~d courts I case1 oads. Creati on 
of an intermediate court increases the opportunity 
to file cases, so states in which these courts 
were created will probably show faster growth in 
the total appellate caseload than that found in 
states that either had an intermediate court for 
the entire interval or did not have one at all. 
Once the capacity of the new court is reached, the 
rate of growth may decrease. The addition of 
judges to an intermediate court may have a similar 
though less dramatic effect on historical caseload 
data growth patterns. 
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TABLE 12: 
Filed cases for appellate courts, 1970-1979. 
Appel/ate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

St~te ~nd court tItle 

Courts of last........,.-t 

"'ebeme-Supreme Court •••••••••• 
A I ~sk .... -Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
AI" I zon~-Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Cell forn I .... -Supreme Court ••••••• 
Co I or~do--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
De I ~were-Supreme Court ••••••••• 

DIstrIct of Co'unbl~-COurt of 
Appe~ls ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florld~--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Georg I e--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Hewe I I --Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
I d~ho--Supr""'" Court •••••••••••• 

I II I no I s--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
lowe--Supreme Court ............ . 
!<~ns"s--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Kentuck y--Supreme COurtk •••••••• 
Lou I s I ~ne--Supreme Court ........ 
~Ine--Supreme Judlclel Court ... 

Merylend-Court 01 Appe~ls ...... 

Mlchlg~n--Supreme Court ....... .. 
MI nnesote--Supreme Court ...... .. 

MIssourl--Supreme Court ........ . 
Mo"ton~-Supreme Court ......... . 
Nev .. de--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 

New H""'Psh Ire-Supreme Court .... 

New Jersey-Supreme Court ....... 
New Mexlco--Supre:i'ld COurt •• I' •••• 
North C~rollna-Supreme Court ••• 
North D~kote--Supreme Court ••••• 
Oh Io--Supreme Court ............ . 
Okl .. home--STATE TOTAL ......... .. 

Supreme Court ....... , ........ . 
Court of Crlmln .. 1 Appe~ls .... . 

Oregon--Supreme Court ......... .. 
Pennsy I v~n I e--Supreme Court .... . 
Puerto Rlco-Suprem<; Court ..... . 
Rhode Isl~nd--Supreme Court .... . 
South Ceroll no--Supreme Court .. . 
South D~kote--Supreme Court .... . 

Tennessee--Supreme Court ....... . 
Tex~s--STATE TOTAL ............. . 

Supreme Court ............... .. 

Court of Crlm'n~1 Appe .. ls ... .. 
Vermont--Supreme Court. ~ •••••••• 
Vlrglnlo--Supreme Court ........ . 
Wesh I ngton---Supreme Court ..... .. 
West Vlrglnle--~upreme Court 

of AppB~ls ................. . 

Wyomlng--Supreme Court •••••••••• 

I nteo-.od II!te ""po I II!te coorts 

'" ab~e--STATE COURT .......... .. 
Court of CIvil Appe~ls ...... .. 
Court of Crrmlnel Appe .. ls .... . 

AI" I lon,,--COurt of Appea Is ..... .. 

C~ II torn I e--Courts of Appe" I •• ,. 
Colorado--COurt of Appe~1 s ..... . 
Florlde--Court of Appe~ls ...... . 
1IIInols--Appell~te Court ...... . 
Indl~ne--COurt 01 Appeals ...... . 
K~ns~s--Court of Appeals ....... . 
Kentucky--Court of Appeals .... .. 
Lou I s I ono--Courts of Appe~ I .... . 

Merylond--Court of Speclol 
Appeals ................... .. 

~ss~chusetts--Appeols Court .. .. 
Mlchlg~n-Court of Appeols .... .. 

1970 

679 

568" 

755 

504 
576 

189 
396 
139 

218 

1,357 
726 
631 

1.380 

805 

7,721 
373" 

1.856 

1.416 

2.214 

1971 

697 

544 

863 

708 
584 

197 
306 

186 

240 

905 
1,235 

433 
802 

1.329 
450 

783 
8,327 

616 

2.499 

1,455 

2.336 

1972 

677 

517 

368 

1,044 

658 
603 

236 
375 
188 

295 

1.001 
1.281 

508* 
776 

1.424 
878 

1,398 
414 

875 
8,194 

426 

3.020 

1.573 

2.799 

C~ses flied 
1973 1974 

686 

606 

341 

1.083 

811 
677 

239 
392 
240 

298 

1.144 
1.421 

702 
719 

1.387 
995 

1.249 
426 

921 
8.806 

468 

3.044 

1.589 

3.076 

749 

611 

342 

1,258 

957 
781 

269 
434 

270 

433 

1,203 
1,578 

735 
893 

1.607 
1.071 

1.256 
497 

1.321 
9.418 

444 

3,259 

1,579 

3.579 

1975 

369 

315 
889 

3,668 
553 
333 

1,265 
1,846 

1.313 
194 
338 

1.087 
1.086 

368 
1,199 
1,606 

268 

75&1 
974 
921 
439 
299 
553 
268 

1,048' 
500 

520 
129 

1,323 

1.806 
992 
814 

773 
1.696 
1.083 

347 
276 
218 

953 
3.715 

973 

2.742 
355 

1,526 
504 

720 

129 

1,011 
133 

878 

1.725 
9.936 

858 
7,849 

4.'35 
626 

2.020 

1.2ssJ 
870 

4.435 

1976 

510 
468 

:.023 
3.8m 

65" 
335 

1,369 
2.214 
1,433 

265 
332 

998 
1,176 

438 

833" 
1,762 

334 
657J 

1,045 
911 

579 
409 
806 
273 

1,164 1 

558 

546 
150 

1.404 
1.998 
1.019 

979 
973 

1,736 
1.204 

411 
416 
294 
897 

4,774 
1.072 
3,702 

366 

1,672 
589 

878 

138 

1,270 
186 

1,084 

2.017 
10,312 

915 
9.129 
3.973 

777 

615 
2.189 

1,541J 

605 
4,544 

1977 

815 
613 

964 
3.850 

735 
364 

1,353 
2,253 
1,496 

316 
374 

1.139 
1,231 

464" 
463 

2,266 
379 
558 

1,503 
1,001 

667 
469 

1,092 
315 

902' 
632 

465 
186 

1,516 
2,002 

1.\09 
893 
885 

1.549 
1.248 

427 
487 

28a 
879 

5.727 
1.035 
4,692 

364 
1,932 

638 

863 

146 

1.161 
308 
853 

2.005 
II .460 
1.128 
9,647 
4,381 

883 
370 

1,922 
2.407 

1978 

667 

630 
I, II I 
4,012 

854 
361 

1,305 
2,740 
1,506 

374 
340 

1.250 
1,490 

771 
2,405 

422 
585 

1,636 
I, II 7 

1979 

762 
656 

1,028 
3,784 

941 
339 

1,236 
2.561 
I.450b 

338 
410 

1.346 
1,507 

443 

754 
2,842 

408 
540 

1,470 

615 684 
517 472 

1,031 912 
31:...:0'--__ 293 

1,016 1 1,086 1 

654 615 

541 624 

1,593 

1.729 
1.029 

700 
594 

1,944 
1.136 

445 
714 
279 

813 
5.942 
1.070 

4.872 
359 

1.846 
654 

713 

157 

1.273 
361 
912 

2.183 

12.337 
1.119 
9.563 
4.4 II 

896 
792 

1.571 
2.386 

208 
1,721 

1.922 
1.176 

746 
727 

1.850 
1.170 

486 
715 
319 
854 

5.859 
1.014 
4.845 

422 

1.862 
785 

1.012 

177 

1,248 
419 
829 

1.999 
12.853 

1.214 
12.350 
5.732 

941 
816 

1.863 
2.664 

1.545 1,644 1.689 

1.166 1.050 1.045 

5.27..:.4_......:5"".::.24.:.;8:......_...;5:... • ..:.4.:;,;990--

Stote ~nd court tItle 

I ntermed I lite ~ppe I I ~te courts 

MIssourl-court of Appe~ls •••••• 
New Jersey--Appell~te DIvIsIon 

of SuperIor Court ••••••• • ••• 

New York--Appe II ~te Terms of the 

Supreme Court •••• ••••••••••• 
New Mexlco--Court of AppMls •••• 
Oh Io--Court of Appe~ Is •••••••••• 
Ok I ~home--Court of Appe~ Is •••••• 
Orego~--Co~rt of Appe~ Is ....... • 
Pennsylvenle--STATE TOTAL ...... . 

SuperIor Court ............... . 
Convnonwe~lth Court .... •• .... .. 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ......... • 
Court of Appe~ls ............ .. 
Court of Crlmln~1 Appeals ••••• 

Texes--Courts of Civil Appeols .. 
W~sh I ngton-Court of App&~ Is .... 

1970 

2,449 

168 

577 

863 

488 
375 

1,228 

1971 

2.746 

232 
3.798 

445 
622 

859 
452 
407 

1,328 
937 

1972 

3.583 

235 

4,311 
472 
766 

3,780 
2,433 
1,347 
1,042 

498 
544 

1,397 
1,243 

C'~ses f II ed 
1973 

3.8B3 

318 

4.909 
365 
843 

4,474 
2.670 
1,804 
1,092 

494 

596 
1,332 
1,244 

1974 

3.801 

475 

5.503 
406 

1,046 
3,916 
2.203 
1,713 

1.016 
485 
531 

1,502 
1,541 

1975 

1,818 

4.383 

2,177 
514 

6.869 
327 

1,539 

5.023 
2.996 
2.027 
1,279 

655 
630 

1,764 
1,819 

1976 

2,181 

4,819 

2, II 5 
445 

7,204 
418 

1,847 
6,067 
3,631 
2,436 
1,330 

694 
630 

1,824 
1,777 

1977 

2,146 

5,978 

2,430 
576 

7,992 
353 

2.348 

6.364 
3.700 
2,664 
1,472 

758 
714 

1,969 
1,996 

1978 

2,255 

6,098 

2,215 
539 

7,5~6 

449 
3.106 
7,692 
4,495 
3,197 
1,424 

730 
694 

2.172 
2,093 

1979 

2,219 

5.618 

2,035 
517 

7,994 
647 

3.456 
6.933 
4,047 
2.886 
1.438 

775 
663 

2,445 
2,243 

Note: For InclusIon on this table" case Is defIned os .. ny appel!I, 

counted when orIgInally flied and .".e not counted ogaln If 

~ny orlgln~1 proceectlng, or .. ny request to eppe .. l. Requests to appe .. 1 or" 

d to th nullibers not I n parentheses I n the granted. The numbers correspon e 

r~lnder of thIs document. I 
In the t able. 81 .. nk speces Indlc~te that the deto ~re not "vI!I lab e. 

A II comp I ete dot.. ~re entered 

• Not ~pp Ilcab Ie. 

"Indlcotes the ye .. r the Int"rm&dlote oppellote court begon operatIon. 

bP~rtlculor court or reportIng system Informotlon: 
Georgl~--Supreme Court--FIgures from previous yeors do not Include 

gr.nted. were counted. This 11gure mey not be ccxrp~rable with 

I t 's t ".ere10re not cI eel" how requests to oppea I wh I ch were pending dot ... ~nd ., 
previous years. 

I D .. t~ ere not ccxrp I ete: I to ppe .. 1 
I de ~II motIons for dIrect certl f Ic~tlon end motions for eave ~ • 

New Jersey--Supreme Court--Dota do not Inc u 

hxplanatlon of d~t~ Included In the c~tegory: I A I --R uests to eppeol gr .. nted wero double counted In the dat~ reported here for 1975 ~nd 
Mor lond-court of ApPB~ I s ond Court of Spec I 0 ppea s eq 

I ~76--once when the request to ~ppeo I was til ed ~nd ~g .. 1 n when the rasu I t I ng "ppe~ I w~s f I led. 

kAddltlonal Informetlon~ t f.~ Is. 
S Co rt o-f~~o 1976 the court of I~st resort w~s n~med the Cour 0 .'t'pe~ Kentucky-- upremo u -D"~ ~ , 

47 
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TABLE 13: 
Number and percent change in filed cases year to year and for 10-year period for appellate courts, 1970-1979. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

Nurtber and percent change In cases flied 

State and court title 
1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 1972 to 1973 197:5 to 1974 1974 to 1975 1975 to 1976 1976 to 1977 1977 to 1976 1976 to 1979 1970 to 1979 

Courts of 1..-.+ resa-t 

A I ell eme--Supreme Court ••••••• 141 ( 38%) 305 ( 60%) -146 <-16J) 95 ( 14%) 

Alaska-Supreme Court •••••••• 153 ( 49%) ,.5 ( 31%) 17( 3%) 26 ( 4$) 
Arl zone--Supr_ Court •••••••• -16 ( -3$) -20 ( -3%) 9 ( 1%) 63 9%) 140 (19$) 134 ( 15%) -59 ( -6%) 147 ( 15%) -63 ( -7J) 349 ( 51%) 
Callfornla--Supreme Court ••••• 133 ( 4J) 49 1%) 162 ( 4%) -228 ( -6J) 

Colorado--Supre ... Court ••••••• -24*( -4%) -27 ( -5%) 69 ( 17%) , IJ) -56 (-9%) 9B( 16%) 64 13J) 119 ( 16%) 67 ( 10J) 37:5 ( 66%) 
Oe I aware--Supre ..... Court ••••••• 2 ( 1%) 29 9$) -3 ( -IU -22 ( -6%) 
District of Columbra--Court 

AppDals ................... 104 ( 6$) -16 ( -1$) -46 ( -4$) -69 ( -5%) 
r I or I de--Supremo Court ••••••• 366 ( 20%) 39 ( 2%) 467 ( 22%) '·179 ( -7%) 
Georgla--Supreme Court ••••••• 120 ( 9$) 53( 4%) 10 ( 1$) 
Hewe II--Supreme Court ••••••••• 71 ( 37%) 51 ( 19%) 56 ( 18%) -36 (-10%) 
I deho--Suprome Court •••••• "'" -6 ( -2%) 42 ( 13$) -34 ( ~9%) 70 ( 21%) 
1IIInols--Supreme Court ••••••• -69 ( -6') 141 ( 14%) II I ( 10%) 96 ( 8%) 
Iowa-Supreme CoI.<rt •• "" ..... _. 9O( 6$) 55 ( 5%) 259 ( 21$) 17( 1$) 
Kens8s--Supreme Cour1 ••••••••• -27 ( -7$) I ( 0%) 26 ( 6%) 70 ( 19%) 26 ( 6%) 
Kentuck~--Supr,,",e COurl,k •••••• -"-- -366 (-31%) -370"(-45%) 308 ( 61~) -17 ( -2$) 
Lou 1st ene--Supreme Court •••••• 106 ( 14J) 181 ( 21J) 39 ( 4%) 175 ( 16%) 348 (26%) 156 ( 10%) 504 ( 29%) 139 ( 6%) 437 ( 18%) 2,067 (277%) 
M"lne--Suprerne Judicial Court. 66 ( 25%) 45 ( 13%) 43 ( 11%) -14 ( -3%) 
Maryland--court of Appeals •••• -99J (-13%) -99J(-15%) 27J( 5$) -45J( -6%1 
Mlch I gan-Supreme Court ••••••• 204 ( 40%) -50 ( -7%) 153 ( 23%' 146 ( 16%) 17 ( 2%) 71 ( 7%) 456 ( 44%, 133 ( 9%) -166 (-10%) 966 !192J) 
MI nnesota--Supreme Court •••••• B ( 1%) 19 ( 3%) 74 ( 12%) 104 ( 15%) 140 116%) -10 ( -1%) 90 ( 10J) 116 ( 12%) 
Missourl--Supreme Court ••••••• 140 ( 32%) 66 ( 15%) 52 ( 6J) 69 ( 11%) 

t-bntana-Supre ... Court •••••••• 6 4~) 39 ( :lOJ) 3 ( 1%1 30 ( 13%) 30 (11%) 110 ( 37$) 60 ( 15$) 48 ( 10%) -45 ( -9%) 263 1150J) 
Nevad .... -Supreme Court ••••••••• -90 (-23%) 69 ( 23%) 17( 5%) 42 ( 11%) 119 (27%) 253 ( 4€%) 266 ( 35%) -61 ( -6%) -119 1-12$) 516 (130S) 

New Ha"",,s hire Supreme Court •• 47 ( 34%) 2 ( 1%) 52 ( 26%) 30 ( 12%) -2 (-1 %) 5 ( 2%) 42 ( 15%) -5 ( -2%) -17 ( -5%) 154 (111%) 
New Jersey--Supreme Court ••••• -116 1 (-I1J) -262

' 
(-23%) 114' ( 13%) 70 1 ( 7J) 

New Max I co--Suprem<> Court ••••• 22 ( 10J) 55 ( 23%) 3 ( 1%) 135 ( 45%) 67 05%) 56 ( 12$) 74 ( 13%) 22( 3J) -39 ( -6%) 397 1162% ) 
North Carollne--Suprema Court. 26 ( 5%) -61 1-15%) 76 ( 16%) 63 ( 15%) 

North Dakota--Supreroo Court ••• 21 ( 16%) 36 ( 24%) 
Oh lo--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 96 ( 11%) 143 ( 14%) 59 ( 5%) 120 (10.) 61 ! 6J) 112 ( 6%) 77( 5~) 126 ( 6%) 
Oklahome--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• -122"( -9~) 46 ( .%) 140 ( 11 %) 157 ( 11~ ) 226 (l4~) 192 ( 11%) 4 ( O~) -213 (-14j) 193 ( 11~) 565 ( 42~) 

Supreme Court II •••• II •••• II •••• -293"(-40%) 75 ( 17~) 194 ( 36~) 33 ( 5%) 257 (35%) 27 ( 3~) 90 ( 9%) -60 ( 7%) 147 ( 14~) 450 ( 62%) 
Court of CrimInal Aeeaals ••• 171 ( 27%) -26 ( -3%) -57 ( -7~) 124 ( t7%) -29 (-3~) 165 ( 20%) -66 ( -9%) -193 (-22J) 46 ( 7~) 115 ( 16%) 

Oregon--SuprEHm Court. II • II II II • II • 200 ( 26%) -66 ( -9%) -291 ,-33%) 133 ( 22~) 
Pennsyl.van I ,,--Supreme c,,,)rt ••• -37 ( -3%) 220 ( 16%) 69 ( 6%) 40 ( 2%) -187 1-11%) 395 ( 26%) -94 ( -5%) 
Pu~rto R 1 co--SuprBlOO Court •••• 117 ( 13%) 76 ( 6%) 12 ( U) 121 ( 11 %) 44 ( 4%l -112 ( -9%) 34 ( 3%) 
Rhode Is land--Supreme Court ••• 64 ( 16%) 16 ( 4%) 16 ( H) 41 ( 9%) 
South Carol.ln .... -Suprema Court. 140 ( 51 %) 71 ( 17%) 227 ( 47%) ( 0%) 
South Dakote--Supreme Court ••• 76 ( 35%) -6 ( -2%) -9 ( -3%) 40 ( 14%) 
Tenner-see--Suprema Court ••• , •• -56 ( -6%) -16 ( -2%) -66 ( -6%) 41 ( 5%) 
Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• 1,059 ( 29%) 953 ( 20%) 215 ( 4%) -83 ( -1 %) 

Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 99 ( 10%) -37 ( -3%) 35 ( 3%) -56 ( -5%1 
Court of CrIminal Appeals ••• 960 ( 35%) 990 ( 27%) 160 ( 4%) -27 ( -1%) 

Vermont~-Supreme Court •••••••• 11 ( 3%) -2 ( -1%) -, ( -1%) 63 ( 18~) 

V I rg I n Ie--Supreme Court ••••••• -51 ( -4%) 69 ( 5%) -149 (-11 J) 7 ( 1%) 270 (21 %) 146 ( 10J) 260 ( 16%) -66 ( -4%) 16 ( U) 462 ( 35%) 

Wash 1 ngton--Supreme Court ...... -36 ( -6%) 12 ( 3%) 11 ( 17%) 7 ( U) 65 ( 17%) 49 ( 6%) 16 ( 3%) 131 ( 20%) 
West Vlrglnl .... -Supreme Court 

of Appeal s •••••••••••••••• 156 ( 22%) -15 ( -2%) -150 1-17%) 299 ( 42J) 
Wyoml ng--Supreme Court ••••••• 9 ( 7%) 6 ( 6%) It( 6%) 20 ( 13%) 

"' " , .... ,,~:'~:, .."..\'"~t.J'.~:.'~'~=_ "",; ="'I>:::"=r:e-'~:-: 'If''-
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I nter-.Kl' lite """"" lite courts 

AI abcme--STATE TOTAL .......... 259 ( 26J) -109 ( -9~) 112 ( 10~) -25 ( -2%) 
Court of Civil Appeels •••••• 53 ( 401) 122 ( 66%) 53 17%) 58 ( 141) 
Couri' of Crlmlnel Appeels ••• 206 ( 23%) -231 (-21%) 59 7%) -83 ( -9%) 

Ar Izone--COurt of Appee Is ..... -22 ( -3)i'l 92 ( 12S) 46 ( 5P 400 43%) 404 ( 31%) 292 ( 17J) -12 ( -1%) 178 ( 9%) -184 ( -8S) 1,194 (148%> 
Cell forn I e--Courts of Appee I •• 606 ( 8%) -133 ( -2%) 612 7%) 612 7J) 518 ( 6J) 376 ( 41) 1,148 ( 11%) 877 81) 516 ( 4~) 5,132 ( 66%) 
Coloredo--Court of Appeels •••• 243 ( 65~) -190 (-311) 42 10') -24 -5,) 414 ( 93%) 57 7S) 213 ( 23') -9 ( -IS) 95 ( 81) 841 (225J) 
Florlde--COurt of Appeels ••••• 1,280 16J) 518 6') -84 ( -IS) 2,787 ( 29J) 
I II Inols--Appellete Court ••••• 643 35S) 521 211) 24 I J) 215 ( 7,) 876 ( 271) -162 ( -4%) 408 10%) 30 ( U) 1,321 30%) 3,876 (2091) 
Indlene--Court of Appeels ••••• 151 ( 241) 106 14%) 13 ( U) 45 5J) 
Kenses--COurt of Appeel s •••••• 422 (114%) 24 ( 3J) 
Kentuck y--COurt of Appee Is •••• 1,307 (213%) -351 (';0;>' 292 ( 19J) 
Lou I s I ene--COurt of Appe ... I •• , • 39 ( 3,) 118 ( 8%) 16 ( 11) -10 ( -1%) 441 ( 28S) 169 ( 8J) 218 10,) -21 ( -1%) 278 ( 12%) 1,248 ( 88%) 
Mery I end--COUrt of Spec I" I 

Appeels ••••••••••••••••••• 2'sJ ( 20P .w( 0%) 9gj ( 6%) 4sJ( 3J) 

Messechusetts-Appe" I s Court •• -265 (-301) 561 ( 93%) -116 <-10%) -5 OJ) 
Mlchlge,,--COurt of Appe"ls •••• 122 t 6%) 463 ( 201) 277 ( lOS) 503 ( 16%) 856 ( 241) 109 ( 2') 730 ( 16%) -26 ( 0') 251 5S~ 3,285 (148%) 
.Mlssourl--Court of Appeels •••• 363 ( 20%) -35 ( -2%) 109 5S) -36 ( -=l%) 
New Jersey--Appell"te DivIsIon 

of Super lor Court ••••••••••• 297 ( 12%) 837 ( 301) ;300 ( 8J) -82 ( -2%) 582 ( ISS) 436 ( 10%) 1,159 ( 24%) 120 ( 2,) -480 ( -a,) 3,169 (129%) 
New York--Appe I I lIte Terms of 

the Supreme Court ........... -62 ( -3%) 315 15%) -215 -9%) -180 ( -8%) 
New Mexlco--COurt of Appeels •• 64 ( 38%) 3 ( 1%) 83 ( 35%) 157 ( 49%) 39 ( 8S) -66 H3J) 130 29%) -37 ( -6S) -22 ( -4%) 349 (208J) 
Ohlo-'-COurt 01 Appe"ls ........ 513 ( 14%) 598 ( 14') 594 ( 12%) 1,366 ( 25') 335 ( 5J) 788 ( 11 J) -446 ( -6,) 448 ( 6J) 
Ok I "home--Court of Appee Is .... 27 ( 6%) -107 (-23%) 41 ( 11%) -79 1-19') 91 ( 28,) -65 !-16~) 96 ( 27') 198 ( 44S) 
Oregon--COurt of Appeels •••••• 45 ( 8') 144 ( 23') 77 ( 101) 203" ( -241) 493 ( 47J) 308 ( 201) 501 ( 27~) 758 ( 321) 350 ( 11%) 2,879 (4991) 
Pennsy I v"n I ..--STATE TOTAL ..... 694 ( 16~) -558 <-12') 1,107 ( 28S) 1,044 ( 21J) 297 5') 1,328 ( 21,) -759 (-1 OJ) 

Superior Court .............. 237 ( 101) -467 (-1"11) 793 ( 361) 635 ( 21S) 69 2%) 795 ( 21') -448 HO,> 
ColllfOnwe"lth Court. '" ...... 457 ( 34~) -91 ( -5S) 314 (11m 409 ( 20S) 228 91) 553 ( 201) -311 (-1 OS) 

Tennesse .... -STm TOTAL ........ -4 ( 0%) 183 ( 2U) 50 ( 51) -76 ( -7,) 263 (26') 51 ( 4J) 142 11 ') -48 ( -3~) 14 U) 575 ( 67J) 
Court of Appe"ls ............ -36 -7,) 46 ( 101) -4 ( -IS) -9 ( -2J") 170 135%) 39 ( 6%) 64 91) -27 ( -41) 45 6%) 267 ( 591) 
Court of Cr I min" I Appea Is.'.· • 32 ( 9J) 137 ( 34%) 54 ( 10%) -67 !-1 1 1) 99 (t 91) 6 ( 11) 76 12J) -20 ( -3%) -31 ( -4,) 289 ( 77,) 

Texes--COurts of Clvl I Appe"ls 100 ( 8%) 69 ( 5') -65 ( -5%) 110 r 13~) 262 (17J) 60 ( 3,) 145 ( 8') 203 ( 10') 273 ( 13%) 1,217 ( 99%> 
Weshlngton--Court of Appe"ls •• 306 ( 33%) I ( 01) 297 ( 2~') 278 C1 8%) -42 ( 2%) 219 ( 12%) 97 ( 5%) 150 ( 7%) 

Note: For Inclusion an this teble " c"se Is defined "5 "ny eppeel, cny orlgln,,1 proceedIng, or ""y request to "ppe"l. R .. quests to eppe,,1 ere counted when 
orlglnelly filed end ""e not counted egeln If gr"nted. The nulTbers eorrespond to the nulTbers not In perentheses In th", remelnder of the report. 

All complete d"te ere entered In the teble end "II "pproprl"te calculaTions ere Included. 61ank speces Indlc,,1"e th"t the de1"a were not evallbble or 
the calculations were not epproprlate. 

-- • Not eppllceb Ie. 

-Indlcetes the year the IntermediaTe eppellete court began operation. 

IDcte ",.." not co""lete: 
New Jersey--Supremo Cour1--oet" do "at Include "II motIons for direct cert-Iflcatlon and motlPlls for leeve to appe"l. 

JExplenetlon of date Included In the cetegory: 
Marylend--COurt of Appeels and Court of Special Appeals--RequDsts to eppeal grentad were double counted In the deta reported here for 1975 end 1976--oncD 

when the request to eppeel wes flied end ageln when the resultIng eppeel was flied. As" re.ult, tho difference between flllng \,oOIumes In 1967 end 1977 
Is understated. 

"Additional InformaTion: 
Kentucky-Supremo Court--6elore 1976, the court 01 lest resort wes named ·the CourT 01 Appeels. 
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Trial court summary statistics 

This section contains tables that display the 
1979 statistical data from the trial courts. The 
data cannot be found in published annual reports 
alone. All published annual reports and other 
available documents from the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico were 
used. Unpublished data provided by state court 
administrators or other officials were also used. 

In this 1979 Annual Report the number of states 
with some trial court data displayed has increased 
from 44 states and the District of Columbia in 
1975, to 49 states, the District of Columbia, 
~uam, and Puerto Rico in 1977, 1978 and 1979. The 
major reason for the increase has been the addition 
of statistics from limited jurisdiction courts. 
Court systems that contributed to the 1975 Annual 
ReP9rt have provided more data as state cou~ 
minlstrators have hecome aware of the CSIM data 
needs. Several states that submitted no data for 
the 1975 report have since changed or improved 
their data systems to the extent that they now 
provide data for the national statistical series. 

Trial court data received from states are gen
erally more detailed and easier to interpret than 
appellate court data. However, some very specific 
problems prevent comparisons of the data presented 
in this report. These problems are (1) the lack 
of uniform case classifications; (2) lack of uni
form ways of counting'cases; (3) the lack of com
plete data reported by the courts; (4) questions 
relating to the validity of data collected, both 
published and unpublished; and (5) variations in 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the courts. 

The first problem in comparing data available 
from trial courts is the lack of uniformity in 
case classification and unit of case count. Both 
the case categories and the data classified in the 
case categories vary from state to state. Under 
the case category of "1 aw," fnr ex amp 1 e, one state 
may use the term "civil judgment," another "civil 
complaint," and still another may report the case 
as "money judgment." This makes consolidation of 
these categories difficult. The lack of uniformity 
in unit of case count causes difficulty in compar
ison of ~aseload (see Figure C). Units of 
counting criminal cases may be informations, in
dictments, or complaints; the number of defendants; 
or even the number of charges. Civil cases may be 
counted at the filing of a complaint, at note of 
issue, or at the time placed on the calendar. 

The second problem in comparing data available 
from trial courts is the lack of complete statis
tics. Some states report only total caseload. 
Others report individual case categories, but omit 

breakdowns within certain categories to show what 
is included within, for example, domestic rela
tions, estate, or mental health. This omission 
presents a problem in interstate comparisons. In 
addition, there are states that are not consistent 
in their reporting of data. The general jurisdic
tion court, for example, may give detailed category 
breakdowns, whereas the limited jurisdiction court 
may report only total civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases, or not report at all. 

The third problem relates to questions of va
lidity of the data collected, both published and 
unpublished. One of the major factors in data va
lidity is the chance of human error. Many elements 
(hidden data, transposition of figures, double 
counting of cases, mantler used to verify data) 
contribute to the scope of this problem. Although 
many verification techniques have been implemented 
by state court administrators and by the Court 
Statistics and Information Management Project 
staff to keep 2rrors to a minimum, the reader 
should understand that a Verification process does 
not guarantee absolute accuracy. 

The final problem is variation in the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the courts. In 1979, five 
states, Illinois, Idaho, Iowa, Missouri and South 
Dakota, the District of Columbia, and Guam, 
handled all types of cases in general jurisdict-ion 
courts. In other states, such as Florida and tlew 
Jersey, general jurisdiction courts process only 
major criminal cases and major civil actions, 
while other civil and criminal cases are handled 
by limited jurisdiction courts. Lim"ited 
jurisdiction courts were added to this series in 
1976 in order to present a complete picture of the 
trial court caseload. The 1979 state statistical 
profiles in Part II show that the number and types 
of trial courts vary from state to state. This 
difference in court structure must be kept in mind 
while examining the data in these summary tables. 

The reader should note two other factcrs before 
reviewing the trial court tables. The first: only 
states reporting data that could be displayed in 
specific case category tables (i.e., felony, real 
property rights, status offenses, etc.) were in
cluded in such tables. For the sake of clarity, 
those states that did not report such data were not 
listed. 

The following tables are sequenced from a gen
eral overview (national caseload totals for courts) 
to the more specific caseload detail (civil, crim
inal, traffic, and juvenile case categories and 
casel oad). 

FIGUREC: 
Criminal case unit of count, used by trial courts, by state. 

State 
Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Fl orida 
Georgia 
Guam 
Hawaii 

Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Mi ssouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 

Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 

New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
0liT0 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Puerto Rico 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
washin~ton 
West V rginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

Court 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
Superi or Court 
All oth,'.r trial courts 
su~eri 0;- Court 
Al trial courts 
All trial courts reporting 

Circuit Court 
District Court 
All trial courts 
Circuit Court 
All trial courts reporting 
District Court 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts 
Di stri ct Court 
Other trial courts reporting 
Superior Court 
Di stri ct Court 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts reporting 
District Court 
District Court 
County Court 
Municipal Court 
Di stri ct Court 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
District Court 
Ma~istrate Court 
Al tdal courts reporting 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial court 
District Court 
All trial courts 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts 
Circuit Court 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts 
All trial courts reporting 
All trial courts 
District Court 

Charging 
document 
Information, 
indictment, 

or 
complaint 

X 

x 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
x 

X 

x 
x 

x 

x 
X 
X 
x 
X 
x 

i) 
I. 

X 
X 

Defendants 
on 

information, 
indictment, 

or 
complaint 

x 
x 

x 
X 
x 
X 

X 
x 
X 

X 

X 
x 
X 

X 

x 

x 
x 
x 
X 

x 
x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Charges 

X 

X 

x 

x 

Other 

Case 
number 

X 

x 
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No 
consistent 
definition 

X 

x 

X 

51 



52 

- -- - ---~~~-

TABLE 14: Reported national case load (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general 
jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

In 1979 the number of different kinds of trial 
courts in a state ranged from 1 (in states with a 
Single-tier trial court) to 15. Five states 
(Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and South 
Dakota), the District of Columbia, and Guam have 
no limited jurisdiction courts. 

A court organization chart for each state can 
be found in Part II of this report. 

Variations in subject matter jurisidiction: 

When comparing trial court statistics, the 
differences in jurisdiction both within and among 
states must be examined. For example, general 
jUrisdiction courts in states with single-tier 
courts handle all cases from felonies to parking 
vi 01 ati ons and from the 1 argest ci vil acti ons to 
small claims. Another state's general 
jurisdiction courts may have a criminal division 
that' handles only felony matters (after 
preliminary hearing in a limited .iurisdiction 
court), and a civil division that handles no civil 
cases involving less than $10,000. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Some states report only total caseload. 
Others report individual case categories, but omit 
breakdowns within certain categories to show what 
is included within, for example, domestic 
relations, estate, or mental health. This 
omission presents a problem in interstate 
comparison. 

In addition, there are states that are not 
consistent in their reporting of data. The 
general jurisdiction court, for example, may give 
detailed category breakdowns, whereas the limited 
jurisdiction court may report only total civil, 
criminal, and juvenile cases, or not report at all. 

Sources of data: 

The 1979 state statistical profiles in Part IJ 
show how the number and types of cOllrts vary from 
state to stat\~. Al so see Appendi x B. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Figure C displays the existing variation in 
criminal case units of count. These figures show 
that the problem of case definition in trial 
courts is more acute on the criminal side. Most 
states, Puerto Rico, and Guam count civil cases in 
all trial courts when the petition or complaint is 
filed. In criminal cases, however, the t~o major 
units of count are almost evenly divided. Paper 
dccuments filed are the count unit for some 
courts, While the number of defendants i~ the 
count unit for other courts. In fact, several 
states have courts using different units of count. 

Reeorted cases: 

The reported cases for all trial courts, for 
general jurisdiction courts, and for limited 
jUrisdiction courts include all complete data by 
the level of court indicated within the state. 
For example, for a state with more than one 
limited jurisdiction court to be included in the 
reported cases for limited jurisdiction courts, 
all of its limited jurisdiction courts must have 
reported complete data. 

Number of states reporting complete data: 

This figure represents the total number of 
states whose trial courts, at the indicated level, 
reported complete data. 

Percent of population represented by complete data: 

State population figures used are the revised 
1979 Bureau of Census estimates and total 
227,836,000 for the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Guam and Puerto Rico. This was the 
figure used to compute percent of population 
represented by complete data for all trial courts, 
and for civil and criminal case types in general 
jurisdiction courts. 

Estimated national totals: 

These are the cumUlative totals of all 
reported state total data that were complete, plus 
the estimated totals for each state for which 
complete figures were unavailable. The procedure 
used to estimate incomplete and miSSing data is 
discussed in Appendix A. 

Appropriate analyses: 

The estimates of total trial court volume can 
be compared to the estimates of the total 
appellate volume given in Table 1 to indicate the 
relationship between trial and appellate courts. 
The estimate of the total volume of each major 
case type, civil, criminal, traffic, and juvenile, 
shows the relative distribution of the types of 
cases that are brought to the trial courts. 

Limitations on use: 

The estimates of case volume are based on 
complete data from only a portion of the states. 
It is not possible at this time to gauge the 
variability of these estimates. They should be 
viewed only as gross, "ball park" estimates, and 
not as representing the exact Volume of cases in 
state courts. 
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TABLE 14: . I' . d' f 
Reported national caseload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) In genera JUriS IC lon, 
limited jurisdiction, and all trial ~ourts, 1979.. . . . 
Estimated civil, criminal, juvenile, traffIc, and total cases flied and dIsposed In all tnal courts. 

Reported and estimated caseload 
CIVIL 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Number of states reporting complete data ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of variance explained (R2) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated totals from Appendix A ........................................ ., ..................... . 
Estimated national totals ..................................................................... .. 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ......................................................... : •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of states reporting complete data (43 states handle civil cases ln limited 

jurisdiction courts} ........................................................................ .. 
Percent of population represented by complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

limited jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ......................... " ....................................................... . 
Number of states reporti ng complete data ....................................................... . 
Percent of population represented by complete data (195,656,000 is the population 

in the 43 states} ............................................................................ . 
CRIKlNAl 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases ............................................ ' ..................................... . 
Number of states reporting complete data ...................................................... .. 
Percent of total population represented by complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of variance explained (RZ} ............................................................ .. 
Estimated total s from Appendl x A .............................................................. .. 
Estimated national totals ...................................................................... . 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ................................................................................. . 
Number of states reporting complete data ....................................................... . 
Percent of total population represented by complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Limited jUrisdiction courts: 
Reported cases ................................................................................. . 
Number of states reporting complete data (46 states handle criminal cases in limited 

juri sdl ct Ion courts} ....................... "" .............................................. .. 
Percent of total population represented by complete data (203,125,000 is the population 

in the 46 states} ..................................................................... , ...... . 
TRAFFIC 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases • ." ••••••.••••••••.••••••.•••••.••••••..•••.....••••••••••..••.•.•..••••.••••..•••. 
Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of variance explained (R2} •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated totals from Appendix A ............................................................... . 
Estimated national totals ..................................................................... .. 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases .................................................................................. . 
Number of states report I ng compl ete data ...................................................... .. 
Percent of populatton represented by complete data (59,724,000 Is the population 

in the states handling traffic cases in general jurisdiction courts} •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
limited jurisdiction courts: 

Reported cases .•••••.•.••...•••••....•.. I •• I •••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented (205,470,000 is the population In the states 

handling traffic cases in limited jurlsdiction courts} •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JUVENilE 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases .•••..•..•. I" ••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••• I •••••• I •••••••• I ••••••••••••••• I ••••••• 

Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by ~omplete data (227,836 is total population) •••••••••••••••• 
Percent of variance explained (R2} ............................................................ .. 
Estimated totals from Appendix A .•.••• II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals ............................................................... " •.•..•.• 

General jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases •.••.••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••.••••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••• 1.1. I I ••••• 

Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by c~mplete data (161,2~7,OOO is the total population for 

states handling juvenile cases in general jurisdictton courts) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
limited jurisdiction courts: 

Reported cases. I ••••••• I ••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by complete data (111,597,000 is the total population for 

states handling juvenile cases in limited jurisdiction courts) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Filed 

5,707,522 
25 
44% 
88% 

7,897,508 
14,000,000 

5,239,248 

46 
82% 

3.189,061 
19 

50% 

3,517 ,147 
21 
33% 
86% 

7,136,599 
11,000,000 

2,388,087 
45 
74% 

2,704,238 

16 

38% 

39,588,754 
30 
53% 
44% 

14,849,094 
54.000,000 

12,028,501 
19 

98% 

28,097,503 
21 

45% 

1,105,496 
42 
66% 
38% 

699,021 
2,000,000 

674,275 
30 

71% 

434,097 
17 

Disposed 

4,555,671 
20 
37% 
99% 

8,401,568 
13,000,000 

3,828,185 

36 
71% 

2,573,362 
15 

45% 

3,263,105 
17 
31% 
99% 

6,699,288 
10,000,000 

1,762,567 
38 
69% 

2,702,079 

12 

37% 

30,lB1,456 
26 
54% 
99% 

16,435,720 
47,000,000 

5,730,122 
17 

82% 

25,455,BlO 
18 

48% 

865,050 
30 
55% 
99% 

880,206 
2,000,000 

558,813 
25 

64% 

312,981 
9 

58% 45% 

(continued on next paoe) 
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TABLE 14: 
~ep0r:te~ national ca~eload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general jurisdiction limited 
Junsdlctlon, and all tnal.courts, 1979. (continued) , 

Reported and estimated case10ad 
TOTAL 

All trlal courts: 
Reported cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated totals from Appendix A ••••••••••••••••••••••••• :·······················~··· ••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals...................... • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General jUrisdiction courts: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reported cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Limited jurisdiction courts: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Filed 

49,918,919 
30,582,222 
81,000,000 

20,330,117 
Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 34,424,899 

Note: ~ata i nc1 u~ed in thi stab 1 e are those from the 50 states, the Di stri ct of Col umbia Guam and Puerto Ri co 
o ascertaln the states that reported data in any cate90ry, refer to Table 15. ' • 

Disposed 

38,865,282 
32,416,782 
72,000,000 

11,879,687 

31,044.232 
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TABLE 15: Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. 

Variations in court organization: 

Fifty states, the District of Columbia, Guam, 
and Puerto Rico have 1979 trial court data 
displayed in Table 15. 

A court organization chart for each state is 
in Part II of this report. The wide variation in 
court organization from state to state can be 
illustrated by comparing the District of 
Columbia's single-tier court system with Georgia, 
which has a number of general jurisdiction and/or 
limited jurisdiction courts. These differences in 
court organization determine the proportion of 
total trial court caseload that will be heard in 
general jurisdiction and in limited jurisidiction 
courts in each state. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The variations in court organization mentioned 
above will also determine what proportion of 
civil, criminal, traffic, and juvenile case types 
are heard at each level of court. See the 
individual court profiles in Part II for the case 
types handled in each trial court. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Table 15 shows only the very broad breakdown 
of caseload into civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile cases, and indicates with NHs the case 
types not handled in each particular court. This 
table gives a good overview of the way case10ad is 
distributed among the trial courts. The large 
number of blank spaces indicates from which courts 
data were unavailable for 1979. No totals appear 
for a state on the state name line in any of the 
columns unless complete data (at least 9~) were 
reported by all courts handling that case type. 
State totals are left blank if data were missing 
from any court in the state. 

Sources of data are indicated in the individual 
court profiles in Part II and Appendix B. 

Variations in counting civil and criminal cases: 

Those states that count criminal cases by charging 
documents are listed separately from those that 
count defendants. States that use some other unit 
of count for criminal cases will have the 
definition spelled out in the charging document 
columns, and have the data listed in the defendant 
columns. Care should be taken to avoid comparing 
defendant-count states with state data based on 
other units of count. These definitions in 
criminal cases are spelled out in the immediately 
preceding Figure C. An "*" next to a cllurt 

indicates that the civil unit of count is not the 
filing of a complaint. Please check the profile 
to identify the unit of count. Only data from 
those states that count cases in the same way can 
be compared. 

Appropri ate analyses.: 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases that the court was able to dispose. 
The percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
case10ad. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. This 
measure was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten. 

Filed (disposed) eer 100,000 po~u1ation. The 
unit of state populatl0n used on al I court 
case10ad charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population and 
gives a more realistic basis for comparison of 
case10ads among states of various sizes. If the 
number of filings was unavailable but the number 
of dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit. The use of this alternative 
quantity is indicated by enclosing it in 
parentheses. Population figures represent the 
total state population. 

If all other factors (court jurisdiction, case 
definition, unit of count, etc.) are similar, the 
filed per unit of population statistic will permit 
direct comparison among states of the number of 
filed civil cases, criminal cases, traffic cases, 
juvenile cases, as well as among state totals. 

Limitations on use: 

Data that are not at least 9~ complete are 
not included in this table to prevent 
inappropriate comparisons. The data that are 
included must account for differences between the 
way cases are defined and counted in different 
courts. Where possible, comparisons should be 
limited to those among state totals for specific 
types of cases. Before making comparisons between 
limited jurisdiction courts or among general 
jUrisdiction courts, check the organization charts 
in Part II of this volume for similarities in 
juri sdi cti on. 
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TABL.E 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. 
General and limited jurisdicticn courts. Population. FJ1ed and disposed Disposed as a percentage of filed, and filed 
per 100,000 population for the civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total state caseload. 

State end court name 

~: 

Circuit Court .................... . 
District Court .................. .. 
Probllte Court ....................................... .. 
Munlclpol Court ................. .. 

ALASKA: 
Superior Court ................... . 
District Court ................... . 
Mtlglsrrate'n Court .................... .. 

ARIZONA: 
Superior Court .......................... . 
Just I ce of the Peocs Court .............. .. 
City Maglstrote Court ............. . 

ARI<AIIS"S: 
Clrcu It Court 
Chancery Court end Probate Court .. .. 
Munlclpol Court ................. .. 
County Court .................... .. 
Court of Coomon Pleos ............ . 
Justice of the Pe~e Court, Pol fce 

Court, and City Court .......... . 

CiIl.IFORNI": 
Superior Court ...................................... .. 
Just I ce Court ........................................ .. 
Hunlclpol Court ................. .. 

COLORADO: 
District Court, Denver SuperIor 

Court f Denyer Juven II e Court, 
end Denver Probate :.curt .............. . 

Woter Court ...................... . 
County Court .................... .. 
Ilunlclp.1 Court .................. . 

CONNECT! CUT: 
Superior Court 
Probate COlJrt 

DELAWARE: 
Suporlor Court ...................................... .. 
Court of Ch.ncery ............... .. 

·Court ot Common Ple.s ............ . 
F.mlly Court .................... .. 
Ilunlclpol Court ot Wllmln9ton .... < 
Aldermen's Court •.•••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Pooce Court 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 
Super' or Court-

FLORIDA: 
Circuit Court .................... . 
County Court .................... .. 

GEORGIA: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••. 
St.te Court ond 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Proba7o Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court .... .. .I ........... .. 
Just I ce of the Peace Court •••.•••• 
Sm.1I CI.lms Court ............... . 
Munlclp.1 Court (loc.ted In 

Savannah and ColulTbus) •••••••••• 
Maglstrate1s Court •••••••••••••••• 
civil Court ..................... .. 
Crlmln.1 Court, Munlclpol Court 

(other locations), Recorder's 
Court, Moyor's Court, City 
Council Court, ond Pollee Court .. 

JUrisdiction 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 

L 
L 
L 

L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

L 
L 
L 

L 

St.t. 
popul.tlon 

2.869 

'02 

2.639 

2,269 

23,255 

2.849 

3,100 

599 

656 

9,471 

5,391 

State tota Is 
Filed 
(dls-

015- posed) 
posed per 
.s % 1fJ0,OOO 
of popu-

_-.!.F..!.I!:le::;d!.-_..:D~lc=s~po::::s~e::!d_..!.f!.1 ~Ie~d_ I.tlon ::-tled 

138,175 119,270 

1,059,610 1 1,055.393 1 

18,179,6601 14,966.6561 

266,886 256.645 

635,769 

210,8101 213,8591 

209,928 211,527 

2,877 ,1')9 2,632,782 

86% 34,372 

73,100 
130,106 

NH 

25,918 
11,066 
14,451 

401 

IllOSI 40.1521 132,061 1 

82% 

96% 

1011 

64,6521 

47,229 

NH 

27,683 
43,678 

1,886 
508 

78,175 1 1.489,1061 

579,7541 

48,776 
860,576 

9,368 

20,509 

32,001 

30,379 

167.634 

95,982 
2,134 

69,518 
NH 

194,969 
147.904 
47,065 

42.6161 

4,121 
2,657 

3,739 
1S,587 

NIl 

16,459 

151 ,252 

469,2JJ 
259,345 
209,888 

115,4:58 

NIl 

NH 

Civil 

Disposed 

74,144 
135,291 

NIl 

22,182 

9,867 
12,043 

272 

133,281 1 

86,2931 

46,968 

NIl 

26,46J 

1,104.664 1 

4:1.1.8861 

J5,760 
629,0:58 

158,242 

89,922 
2,112 

66,208 

NH 

40,2201 

3,767 
2,467 
J,2:58 

15,169 

NIl 

15 ,364 

150,647 

429,488 
2J1,8J2 
197 ,656 

101,957 

117,0501 

IIH 

Nit 

Dis
posed 
os $ 
of 

flied 

IOU 
104~ 

NIl 

86~ 

89% 
63~ 

61lS 

96~ 

94% 

94~ 

99'S 
95% 

NIl 

94%1 

91% 
93% 
8n 
97~ 

NH 

1001 

92S 
89% 

94% 

81lS 

Nil 

NH 

Flied 
(dl s
posed) 

per 
100.000 

.popu
I.tlon 

2.548 
4,535 

NH 

6,447 
2,753 
3,595 

100 

5,0051 

3,215 1 

1,790 

NH 

1,220 
1,9J4 

83 
22 

6,4031 

2,49JI 

210 
3,701 

5,884 

3.369 
75 

2,440 

Nit 

6.289 
4,771 
1,518 

7,1151 

688 
444 
624 

2,602 

~H 

2,748 

2J,057 

4,954 
2,738 
2,216 

2,141 

2,217 1 

NH 

NH 

Filed 

NH 

18,835 

1,074 
16,027 

1,734 

14,866 

NIl 

NH 
Nit 

NH 

NH 

NH 

45,480 

75,214 1 

4,062 

NIl 
NH 
NH 

ChlU-g I ng document-

Disposed 

N-i 

1,086 

1,466 

15,930 

NIl 

NH 
NIl 

DIs
posed 
.s S 
ot 
filed 

NIl 

lOIS 

85S 

107% 
NIl 

NH 
NH 

NH NH 

NI{ NH 

NH NIl 
llumber ot chorges: 
Number of Incidents: 
Number of charges: 
Number of charges: 
Numbor of charges: 

43,159 95% 

67,5051 9O~1 
3,943 97% 

N-i N-i 
NH NH 
NH NIl 

NIl NIl 

C I' I min 0 I 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 

popu
letlon 

NIl 

4,685 

267 
3,987 

431 

655 

NIl 

NH 

NIl 

NH 

NH 

NIl 

B44 

1,'951 

75 

NIl 

NIl 
NH 

NH 

Filed 

24,'02 
95,603 

N-i 

117,745 

13,815 
41,332 

6l.598 

NH 

NH 
NH 

804,812 1 

56,2801 

63,988 
684,544 

15.287 
NH 

32,925 

101,'54 
101,'54 

NH 

2,950 
NH 

7,411 

2,345 
9,154 

22,956 

31,381 

341,621 

t07,786 

23~,8" 

NIl 

NH 
NIl 

DefendlIlht 

Disposed 

24,552 
95,811 

N-i 

104,351 
13,175 
35,080 
56,096 

NH 

NH 

N-i 

728,711 1 

51,3871 

56.932 
620,392 

14,328 

NH 
;51,232 

94,687 

94,687 

NH 

3,186 
NH 

7,394 

2,328 
9,023 

29,404 

29B,375 
Ql,812 

206,563 

NIl 

NH 
NH 

DIs
posed 

.s % 
of 
fl led 

IOU 
100S 

NH 

89f 

95% 
85S 
92% 

NIl 

NIl 
NIl 

94% 

NH 
95% 

93$ 

93% 
NH 

108% 
NIl 

100S 

99~ 

99% 

94$ 

87% 

85S 
88% 

NIl 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 

popu
lation 

847 
3,332 

r,tl 

4.462 

523 
1,566 
2,372 

NIl 

NH 
NIl 

Filed 

NH 
191,421 

N-i 

92,070 

N-i 
90,997 

1,073 

808,783 

NIl 
289,941 
518.842 

r,tl 

~'H 

NH 
N-i 

3.461 115,781,234 
2421 NH 

275 575,424 
2,944 15,205,810 

537 N-i 
NH NIl 

1,156 164.443 

3,270 322,705 

3,270 322,705 
NH NIl 

492 NIl 
NH NIl 

1,237 NH 

391 76' 
1,52B 17,199 

3,832 86,355 

4,784 21,243 

3,607 1,983,28' 

1,138 NIl 
2,469 1,98',28' 

15,008 

223,5751 

193,243 

Mi 2,547 
NH NIl 
NH Mi 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

Tr.fflc 

Disposed 

NIl 
185,403 

N-i 

NIl 

1,095 

816,983 

NH 
266,595 
;50,388 

NIl 

NIl 

NH 

NIl 

13,038,773 
NH 

493,845 
12,544,928 

N-i 
NIl 

159,205 

328,459 

328,459 
NH 

NIl 
NH 

NIl 

17,591 

25,853 

1.829,334 

NIl 
1,829,334 

15,356 

213,641 I 

191,147 
2,397 

NH 
NIl 

NIl 
NH 
NIl 

Dis
posed 
05 % 
of 
flied 

NIl 
97S 

NIl 

102S 

IOU 
NIl 

92% 
106~ 

r,tl 

Nil 

NH 
N-i 

83% 
NH 

86~ 

83% 

NIl 
~H 

97% 

102% 

102~ 

NIl 

r,tl 

NH 

N-i 

102% 

122% 

102S 

96S 

99% 
94% 

N!i 
NIl 

r,tl 

NH 
NIl 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

NIl 
6,672 

Mi 

22,903 

NIl 
22,636 

267 

30,647 

NH 
10,987 
19,661 

NIl 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

67,862 
NIl 

2,474 
65,3B7 

NIl 

NH 
5,772 

10,410 

10,410 
IlH 

NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

127 
2,871 

14,417 

3,2'8 

20,941 

N-i 
20,941 

278 

4,1471 

3,585 
47 

NH 
N-i 

NIl 

NH 
NIl 

Filed 

42,771 
21,025 
21,746 

NIl 
NIl 

1,352 

1,352 
NH 

NH 

NIl 
NH 
NIl 

11,786 

NH 

NIl 

1'04,5081 

104,50a l 

N-i 
NH 

17 ,631 

17,6'1 
NH 
N-i 
NIl 

16,741 
16,741 

NIl 

8,179 

N-i 
NH 
N-i 

8,179 

NIl 
NIl 
hP, 

6,052 

83,062 
83,062 

NH 

N-i 
NH 

",742 
NH 
N-i 

N-i 
NH 
r,tl 

NIl 

Juvenfle 

Dlsposed 

40,472 
20,138 
20,334 

NIl 
NH 

1,085 

1,085 
NH 

N-i 

NIl 
NH 

N-i 

NIl 

96,488 1 

96,488 1 

NH 
NIl 

16,472 

16,472 

NH 
N-i 
NIl 

17,168 
17,168 

NIl 

N-i 
NH 
NH 

N-i 
NH 
NIl 

5,623 

75,585 

75,585 
NH 

NIl 
NH 

32,486 

NH 
r,tl 

N-i 
NIl 
NH 

NIl 

DIs
posed 

.s S 
of 
filed 

95% 
96~ 

94% 
r,tl 

NH 

80% 

80% 
NH 

N-i 

NIl 
NH 

NH 
NH 
N-i 

Ill! 

92f l 

92%1 

N-i 
NH 

93% 

93~ 

NH 
N-i 
NH 

103S 

10'S 
NH 

N-i 
NH 
N-i 

N-i 
NH 
NIl 

93~ 

91% 

91% 
NH 

NIl 

NH 
91% 

NH 
N-i 

r,tl 

NH 
N-i 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

1,491 
733 
758 

N-i 
NIl 

336 

J:l6 
NH 

NIl 

N-i 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

519 
N-i 

619 

619 

NH 
N-i 
NIl 

540 

540 

NH 

1,365 

N-i 
NH 

N-i 
1.365 

N-i 
NH 

NIl 

923 

871 
877 

NIl 

N-i 
NH 

663 

NH 
r,tl 

N-i 
NH 

N-i 

Iii 

(cont1nued on next page) 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

St.ete and court nems 

IVIWAII: 
Circuit Court 
L.end Court ......................... . 
Tox Appeol Court •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

IUAHO: 
DIstrict Court 
M,eglstrete's Division 

ILLINOIS: 
Circuit Court 

INDIANA: 
Sup,rlor Court ond Circuit Court 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probat8 Court ........................................ .. 
Mu.,tclp"t Court of Morlon Couniy u 

Small Ch.lms Court of Merion County 
City Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tovn Court 

IOWA: 
District Court 

KANSAS: 
District Court 
Munlclpol Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

KENTIJO(Y: 
Circuit Court 
District Court 

LOUISIANA: 
District Court 
Fomlly Court end Juyenlle Court ••• 
City Court, Perish Court, Munlclpol 

Court ond Trofflc Court 
of Ne .. Orleans ........................ . 

Justice of the Peace Court ............ .. 
Hayor's Court ........................ . 

MAINE: 
Super I or Court 
District Court 
Probote Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Admlnlstretly. Court 

MARYLAND: 
Circuit Court 
District Court 
Orphon'. Court 

MASSAOiUSETTS: 
Superior Court Deportment 
DI.trlct Court Department 
Mou. I n9 Court Deportment •••••••••• 
Boston Munlclpol Court Deportment • 
Juven II e Court Oepartment ................ .. 
Lond Court Deport""'nt ••••••••••••• 
Probote ond Fo"" Iy Court 

Deportment ..................... . 

MICI1IGAN: 
Circuit Court 
Recorder's Court of Detro't ...... . 
District Court ................... . 
Probote Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclpol Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
C""",," Plea. Court of Detrol t 

MINNESOTA: 
District Court" 
Probatft Court- ............................... . 
County Cour.t ......................................... .. 
County MuniCipal Court • ........... 
Concll ratIon Court- ••••••••••••••• 

G 
G 
G 
L 

G 
G 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 
L 

G 
L 

G 

L 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 
G 
G 
G 

G 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

L 

Stote 
populotlon 

950 

933 

11,423 

5,475 

2,917 

2,347 

3,644 

4,139 

1,125 

4,223 

5,746 

9,249 

4,036 

Filed 

836,010 

312,080 

8,046.981 

503,882 

665,745 

4,109,871 

State tota I 5 

Dis
posed 

os % 
of 

Disposed filed 

817,950 98S 

304,421 98S 

5,067,90S 63% 

505,163 100% 

562,197 84% 

Flied 
(dis
posed) 

per 
100,000 
popu
lation 

88,001 

33,449 

70,445 

17 ,274 

18,270 

71,526 

Filed 

35,377 
22,903 

46 
59 

12,369 

52,762 
&,380 

44,382 

672,588 

221,334 
90,178 
6,399 

21,132 

153,599 

104,013 
104,013 

NIl 

169,751 
60,414 

109.337 

152,96~ 

69,223 

NH 

7,760 

355 

81,0&1 
423,704 

484,224 
31.793 

297,034 
8.789 

31,783 
NH 

9,005 

105,820 

709,982 1 

189,4481 

NIl 
334,7321 

3,479 
146,429 

19,~1 

5,379 
21,0081 

18,840 

Civil 

Disposed 

31,1~8 

19,578 
125 
73 

11,382 

48,418 
7,350 

41,068 

6~8,670 

211,850 
eO,220 
6,171 

19,790 

151,310 

NH 

130,218 
56,191 
74,027 

42,414 

NM 

375 

69,692 

37,J72 
191,247 

17,645 
HH 

7,857 

679,062 1 

194,0571 

NIl' 
320,75. 1 

3,681 
126,858' 

15,211 
4,551 

18,491 1 

18,196 

Dis
posed 
os % 
of 

flied 

8B% 
85S 

272' 
124S 

!TI% 

92% 
88% 
93% 

98% 

96% 
89% 
96% 
94S 

99% 

NH 

61% 

NH 

86% 

118S 
64% 

56% 
NH 

87:1 

96% 
102%' 

NH 
96%1 

106% 
87:1 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 

per 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

3,724 
2,411 

6 

1,302 

5,655 
898 

4,757 

5,888 

4,043 
1,647 

117 
366 

5.266 

4,432 
4,432 

NH 

4,658 
1,658 
3,000 

3,696 

1,672 

NH 

690 

1.920 
10,033 

8,427 
553 

5,169 
153 
553 

NM 
1~7 

1,842 

7,6761 

2,0481 

NH 
3,6191 

38 
1,583 

479 
I3l 
520 
467 

Crlmlnol 
Chlllrg' ng document 

Flied 

NH 
~'H 

DI:lposed 

Ifi 
NH 

DIs-

FII.d 
(dis
posed) 

posed per 
os 1 100,000 
of popu-
fllad latlon 

Ifi 
NH 

NH 
NH 

Individual offense on the Informotlon: 

581,976 

51,038 
47,223 

NIl 
45,571 

NN 

198,019 

25,163 

NH 

122,328 
NH 

27,439 
Ifi 
NIl 

38,902 

NH 

269,:mJ 
30,886 
2\~,835J 

5,652 
13,862 
~ 

NH 

NH 

547,534 

48,009 
40,837 

NIl 
J4. ~17 

Ifi 

198,460 

26,924 

NN 

99,065 
Ifi 

26,577 
NN 
NH 

~,643 

NIl 

42,166 

NUnOor of warrants Issued: 

NH 

NH NIl 

NH NIl 

NH NH 

94S 

94% 
86% 

NH 
76S 

NIl 

100% 

107% 

NIl 

8iS 
Nfl 

97S 
NH 
NIl 

94S 

NH 

137S 

Ifi 

Ifi 

NH 

Ifi 

NH 

5,095 

932 
663 

NH 
832 

NH 

6,788 

1,072 

NH 

2,956 
NH 

2,439 
Ifi 
NH 

921 

NH 

4,6861 

~8 
3,8091 

96 
241 

I 
Ifi 

Nfl 

NIl 

NIl 

NH 

FII.d 

2,801 
Ifi 
NH 

42,998 

30,036 
3,027 

27,009 

NH 

208,426 
10,512 

197,914 

26~,805 

NH 

NIl 

5,425 

NIl 
NH 

88,858 
NIl 

NH 

NIl 

415,107' 
28,8931 

66,221 
293,961 1 

NH 
6,032 

Ifi 

NIl 

NH 

Disposed 

1,961 
NIl 
NIl 

41,276 

28,527 
2,926 

25,601 

NIl 

NIl 

183,035 
9,537 

173,448 

NIl 

5,174 

NIl 
NIl 

NH 

NH 

NIl 

383,116 1 

29,140 1 

61,133 
286,927 1 

NH 
5,916 

NIl 

NIl 

NH 

Dis
posed 

os S 
of 
filed 

70S 
Ifi 
NH 

96% 

95% 
97% 
95% 

NH 

NH 

BBS 
91S 
8BS 

NH 

NIl 

95% 

NIl 
NH 

NH 

NIl 

92% 
101%1 
71$ 
98%1 

NH 
98% 

NIl 

NIl 

NIl 

FII.d 
(dis
posed) 

pe~ 

100,000 
popu
Intlen 

295 
NH 
NH 

t,526 

3,219 
324 

2,895 

Fll.d 

746,575 
136 

NIl 
NH 

746,439 

221,279 
16 

221,263 

6,762,091 

96,896 
178,336 

NH NH 
100,702 

NH NH 

J.l7,028 

271,674 

5,720 251,740 
289 NH 

5,431 251,740 

6,398 NH 
NH NIl 

408,~50 

NIl NIl 

160,245 
482 2,892 

157,353 
NH Nfl 
NH NH 

628,4C8 
NH 

2,104 628,408 
NIl NH 

3,307,6101 

NH 
3,289,014 1 

NH 
18,596 

NIl 
NH NH 

NH NN 

4,488 1 

3121 NH 
932 363,644 

3,178 1 1,985,054 1 

NN 
65 35,234 
NIl NH 

NIl 
NN NIl 

NH NH 

Trofflc 

Disposed 

735,606 
86 
Ifi 
NH 

"735,520 

219,774 
14 

219,760 

3,832,022 

95,5.\\7 
168,970 

NH 
90,214 

NIl 

148,988 

261,168 

220,226 
NH 

220,226 

NH 
NIl 

329,660 
NIl 

157,324 
2,428 

154,896 
NIl 
NH 

62B,408 
NIl 

628,408 
NIl 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
297,207 

1,920,0471 

33,797 
NIl 

NH 
NIl 

NM 

DIs
posed 

os % 
of 
flied 

99% 
631 

NH 
NH 

99% 

57S 

99S 
95S 

NH 
90S 

NH 

10H 

96S 

87% 
NH 

87% 

NH 
NH 

98J 
84S 
98% 

NIl 
NM 

100S 
NIl 

100S 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NM 
NIl 

96S 
NIl 

NH 
Nf: 

NH 

Filed 
(dls
pos.d) 
per 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

78,587 
14 
NH 
NH 

78,573 

23,717 
2 

23,715 

59,197 

1,770 
3,257 

NN 
1,839 

NH 

5,040 

11,575 

6,908 
NH 

6,908 

NH 
NH 

9,661 
NIl 

H,2t4 
257 

13,987 
Nfl 
NH 

14.881 
NH 

14,881 
NH 

57,564 1 

NH 
57 ,2401 

NH 
324 

NH 
NIl 

Nfl 

~H 

3,932 
21,462 

381 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

NH 

Flied 

8,259 
8,259 

Ifi 
NIl 
Ifi 

8,003 
2 

8,001 

30,326 

20,851 
19,459 

NH 
1,392 

NIl 
Ifi 
NH 
NH 

5,236 

30,110 
30,110 

NIl 

35,82eJ 
NH 

35,82eJ 

40,991 
NH 

35.880 

5,111 
Ifi 
NH 

3,667 
Ifi 

3,867 
NIl 
NH 

25,332 
23,352 

1,900 
NH 

48,766 
NIl 

34,376 
NH 
Ifi 

14,390 
NH 

NIl 

NH 
Ifi 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

NIl 

NM 
NIl 

JuvenIle 
Flied 
(dls-

Dls- posed) 
posed per-
os % 100,000 
of popu-

o I s:,ose~~_-'f.:..I.:..I.:cd:......_I'-'o;.;.t.:..lo:;.;n:.... 

7,946 
7,946 

Ifi 
NH 
NIl 

7,702 
2 

7,700 

29,679 

19,026 
17,881 

NH 
1,145 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6,405 

NIl 

28,71eJ 
NH 

28,71eJ 

NH 

4.189 
NIl 
NH 

3,642 
NH 

3,642 
NH 
NH 

23,~39 

21,126 
2,213 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NIl 

NH 
NIl 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

NH 

Ifi 
NH 

96S 
96% 
Ifi 
NH 
NH 

96$ 
100S 
96S 

98S 

91S 
92S 

NH 
82S 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

122S 

so$.! 
NH 

80$.! 

NH 

82S 
NH 
NH 

94$ 
NH 

94% 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

NIl 

NH 
~ 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

NH 

NH 
NH 

669 
869 
Ifi 
NH 
Ifi 

858 
<1 

858 

265 

381 
355 

NM 
25 
NH 
Ifi 
NH 
NH 

180 

1,283 
1,283 

Ifi 

98:sJ 
NH 

98:sJ 

990 
NH 

667 

123 
Ifi 
NH 

3-44 
NIl 

344 
NH 
NH 

600 
553 
47 
NH 

849 
NH 

598 

NH 
~ 

2SO 
Ifi 

NH 

NH 
Ifi 
NH 

NH 
NN 

NIl 

NIl 
NH 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

st,de and court narne 

MISSISSIPPI: 
Circuit Court 
Chancery Court ....................... . 
County Court ................ "' .......... . 
Fomlly Court ..................... . 
~unlclpol Court .................. . 
Justice Court .................... . 

MISSOURI: 
Circuit Court 

MONTANA, 
District Court .................. .. 
Justice Court .................... . 
City Court ...................... .. 
Munlctpol Court .................. . 

NEBRASKA: 
District Court 
County Court .................... .. 
SeperZite Juvun II e Court ............ .. 
Munlclpcl Court ••••.•••••••••.••.• 
Workmen's Corrpeml.':f'!on- Court 

NEVf,D,,: 
District Court .................. .. 
Justice Court ...................... . 
Munlclpol Court .................. .. 

NEW HAWSHI RE: 
Super( 01"'" Court· 
Probote Court' ........... .o .......... .o. 

OlstrJrt Court' ................... . 
Hunlclpa I Court' .................. . 

HEW JERSEY: 
Superior Court' •••••••••••••••• " •• 
Collnty District Court ............ . 
~"'8nll. end OOCM$Ue RelatIons 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Surrogate's Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclpol Coort 

NEW MEXICO: 
District Collrt 
Mogistrote Court ................ .. 
Munlclpol Court ................. .. 
Probate Court .......................... . 
Smoll Clolms Court of Albuquerque • 

NEW YORK: 
Supre ... Court ond County Court 
Surrogates I Court .................... . 
Family Court .................... .. 
Clyl I Court of the City of New Yon. 
Crlmlnol Court "'f the City of 

He. Yon. ...................... .. 
Olstrlct Court ond City Court .... . 
Court of Clolms .................. . 
Town ond VII loge Justice Court .. .. 

NORTH C'.ROI.I NA: 
Superior Court 
01 strl ct Court 

NORlH DAKOTA: 
District Court 
County Probate Court .................. . 
County Court wi th I ncreosed 

JurIsdictIon •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Justice Court ............ .. 
Munlclp.1 Court .................. . 

OHIO: 
Court at Common Ple.s 
Hurde'pal Court ................... .. 
County Court ........................... .:. 
M4yor's Court ........... 01 ••• , •••••••• 

Court ot Claims ••••• H •••••••••••• 

Jurisdiction 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
l 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

r. 
L 

L 

G 
L 

L 

G 
L 

L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 

G 
L 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

Stote 
popul.tlon 

2,508 

4,889 

789 

1,564 

765 

912 

7,373 

1,281 

17,6;1.4 

5,802 

652 

10,799 

Filed 

291,3&6 

1,582,624 

St.tu tot. Is 

Dis
posed 
.s S 
at 

Disposed flied 

1,549,57B 

171,2501 

Flied 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

30,246 

31,950 

~7 ,277 

Flied 

NH 

198,293 

26,372 

76,5/21 

22,313
' 33,337 

NH 
20,3:lS 

5;1.4 

69,161 
18,464 
IS,HO 
33.537 

690 

77 ,421 
331,672 

80,878 

NH 

44,069 
15,294 

NH 

65,951 

HH 

352,'07 
12,759 

Zl9,"48 

11,070 
1,592 

NH 

638,567 
256,661 
356,578 
23,377 

NH 

I,~" 

Civil 

Disposed 

NIl 

173,666 

20,894 

21,12~! 
33, 117 

NH 

511 

17,9S4 

80,619 

40,166 

NH 

67,182 
16,110 

269.981 1 

142,441 

NH 
125,227 

337,298 
69,419 

267,87Q 

22,1861 

IO,Q~7 

1,2B4 

9,765 1 

1,110 
NH 

626,a"KI 
2"',547 
344,740 

22,670 
NIl 

1,914 

01.
posed 
.s S 
of 

flied 

NH 

88S 

96S 
9BJ 

100$ 

NH 

91S 

NH 

102S 

NH 

96S 
95. 
9~$ 

glS 
B1S 

NIl 

96% 
100;1 

97S 
97J 

Nil 
96% 

Flied 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

NH 

4,056 

4,892 1 

1,427 
2,132 

tlH 
1,300 

34 

7.583 
2,025 
1,806 
3,677 

76 

1,050 
~,49B 

I,Qgl 

IIH 

3,440 
1,194 

NH 

314 
(432) 

1,541 1 

809 

NH 
nlO) 

6,072 
1 ,254 
4,818 

(3,403) I 
1,698 

244 

11.(98) I 
(170) 

HH 

5,913 
2,377 
3,302 

216 
NH 
la 

Crlmlnol 
Ch.rglng document Defendant 

fl led FI led 
(dls- (dls-

DIs- posod) Ols- posed) 
posod per posed per 
os J 100,000 os J 100,000 
of popu- at popu-

~F~I~I~e~d ____ ~O~ls~p~o~s.~d~ ___ t~I~I~ed~~I~~lo~n~ __ F~I~I~e~d ____ ~D~ls~p~o~ •• ~d~ __ ~fl~l~e~d __ ~I.~t~lo~n~ FII.d 

NH 

4,869-1 
46,250 

NH 

NH 

4,71oJ 
50,668 

NH 

NH 

97sJ 
110S 

NH 

Inconsistent stote.,;de unit: 
NH NH NH 

InconsIstent st"tewldo unIt: 
Inconsistent stotewlde unit: 

J90,6Il5 
25,1 41 

4,371 

348,989 
27,116 

4,265 

89S 
108S 
98S 

NH 
NH 

361,11) 

~2,1J0 

HH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

317,517 

11K 
NH 

NH 
NH 
m 

NIl 

Inconslatent stotewlde unit: 
loconsrstqnt ot.tewld. unit: 

Coso number ... Igned, 
Nil Nil 

C •• o number 0 .. 1 gnod f 
Coso numbor 051 I gnod I 

NIl NH 

Nil 

NH 
NH 

88S 

NH 
III 

NIl 
Ifl 
NIl 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

311J 
2,957 

NH 

NIl 

NIl 
NH 

.,899 

2,508 

Nil 
NH 

NIl 
NH 
Nil 

NH 

Hit 

Nil 

NH 

NIl 

2,962 

NH 

6,142 
NH 

:36,019 
I,Qg4 

NIl 
NIl 

5,209 

Nil 
ttl 

30,806 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl 

56,Wl 
'56,29~ 

16,780 
1,021 

NH 

12,447 
',312" 

NH 

".544 
'08,0'0 
26,906 

NH 

2,756 

7,724 
NH 

NH 
NH 

5,029 

33,508 
NH 
NIl 
NH 

140,706 
Nil 

54,:!tI7 
347,174 

11,069 

',277 
Hfi 

",109 
297,'55 

26,702 

NH 

NH 

93~ 

NIt 

NH 

126S 
NH 

NH 
NH 

95S 

NH 
'~I 

109% 
NIl 
NH 
NH 

NH 

96S 
97S 

91% 
98S 

Nil 

Hit 

NH 

375 

NH 

673 
NIl 

',950 
120 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

302,868 

NH 
207. S46 

NIt 

NH 

171,982 
NH 
NIl 

164,8S4 
7,I2B 

',934,109 
NH 

76,928 

NIl NIl 
NH Nil 

413 

NIt 
NIl 

3,B57,781 

74,802 
NH 

74,802 
NH 
NH 
NH 

171 NIl 
NIl NIl 
NIl NH 
Nil NH 

118,929 
1798) 

NIl NH 

796,227 
975 NH 

6,'.' 796,227 

1,90'} 
50B 

NIt NIl 

')1 NIl 
2,860 1,224,291 

250 147,491 

Nit Nit 

Tr.ftlc 

01 ... 
posed 
os S 
at 

Disposed til ed 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

284,771 

NIt 

NH 
204,893 

NIl 

NH 
NIl 

3,165,342 
NIt 

58,290 

NIl 
NIl 

3,107,052 

NIl 

NIl 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NIl 
NH 
NIl 

337,782 
NH 

787,465 
NH 

7~7 ,465 

57,675 
22,889 
45,094 

NIl 
1,223,954 

146,638 

NIl 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

94$ 

NIl 

NH 
99S 

NH 

NIl 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

NH 
NIl 

81% 

NH 

NH 
Nil 
NH 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

100S 
NH 

NIl 
l00S 
99~ 

HI! 

Flied 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6,195 

NH 

NIl 

NH 
13,270 

NIl 

NH 

NH 

18,858 
NH 
NH 

18,076 
782 

5J,:l66 
NIt 

1,043 

NIl 
NIt 

52,323 

NIt 
5,B39 

NIt 
NIl 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

6H 
(1,916) 

NIl 

",723 
NIl 

13,773 

119,(72) 

TT 
NIl 

(8,046) 
Il, 511) 
17 ,039) 

I~ 

11,337 
1,366 

NIl 

Juvenile 
Flied 
(dls-

DIs- posed) 
pos.d per 
'$ S 100,000 
at popu-

~F~I~I~ed=-~O~I~s~~~ed=-__ ~f~I~I.~d~~I~.tlon 

NH 

NH 
NH 

17,29' 

1,219 
1,219 

NIl 
NH 
NH 

4,979 
NIl 

3,331 
1,648 

NIl 
til 

NH 
NH 

6,988 
NIl 
NH 

6,807 
181 

108,665 
NIt 
JIll 

108,665 
NH 
NIt 

4,1W 
4,IW 

NH 
NH 
NIl 
NH 

~7 ,9301 

NH 
NIl 

47,931)1 
NIt 

NH 
NH 
NIl 
NH 

21,207 
NH 

21,207 

5,810 
5,810 

NH 

Hit 
NIl 
NH 

209,985 
209,905 

NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

16,102 

B76 
876 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl 
',165 

HH 
NIl 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

108,514 
NH 
NH 

IOB,514 
NH 
NIl 

3,644 
3,644 

NIl 
NH 
'lH 
NIt 

61.32~1 
NH 
NH 

61,3261 

NH 

NIt 
NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

23,054 
NH 

23,054 

6,756 
6,756 

NH 

Hit 
NH 
Nil 

208,"3 
208,313 

NIt 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

NH 
NH 

93% 

72S 
72S 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
95~ 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

100$ 
NH 
NH 

100S 
NIl 
NH 

881 
88% 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

1091 
NH 

100S 

1161 
116$ 

till 

NIl 
NIl 
Nit 

991 
99S 

NH 
Nil 
NH 
NIt 

NH 

NH 
NH 

155 
155 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Jl8 
NH 

213 
105 

NH 
NIl 

NH 
NH 

166 

HH 
NH 

746 
20 

1,474 
III 
NIl 

1,414 
NH 
NH 

'25 
325 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NIt 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

891 
891 

NH 

HH 
NH 
HIt 

1,945 
1,945 

NH 
NIl 
NH 
Nil 

(contInued on next page) 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

State end court nama 

OKLAHOMA: 
DIstrIct Coort .................. .. 
Munlclp.1 Crlmln.1 Court of Record. 
Munlclp.1 Court HoT of Record .... . 
1I00000 .... s' ~ensotlon Court ...... . 
Court of T ox Rev I ew ............................ .. 
Coort of 8.nk Review ............. . 

OREGON: 
CircuIt Coort 
T." Coort ........................ . 
District Coort .................. .. 
Justice Coort .................... . 
Coonty Court .................... .. 
Munlclpel Court ................. .. 

PENNSYLYANIA: 
Court of Cocmon Plees ...................... .. 
DIstrIct Justice Coort ........... . 
Phll.delphl. Munlclp.1 Court ..... . 
Phll.delphl. Tr.fflc Coort ....... . 
PIttsburgh City Hoglstr.t .. Court •• 

ROODE ISLAND: 
SUperior Coort ................... . 
f"",lIy Coort ..................... . 
DistrIct Coort ................... . 
Probate Court .................... . 
Municipal CcxJrt ••••••••••••••••••• 

SOUll! CAROLIIIA: 
CircuIt Coort .................... . 
f"",lIy Coort ..................... . 
Probate Court ........................................ .. 
Hag f strate Court .................................. .. 
Munlclp.1 Court .................. . 
County Court .nd CIvil .nd erl"",.1 

Court .......................... . 

SOUll! DAKOTA: 
CIrcuIt Coort 

Jurisdiction 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

l. 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

L 

G 

State 
popul.tlon 

2,970 

11,874 

957 

689 

Filed 

170,J92 

Stat .. tot.ls 

DIs
pe.ed .s % 
of 

Disposed f lIod 

2,901,873 

CivIl 
flied 
(dIs-

Dls- pos .. d) 
posed por 
.s % 100,000 
of pepu-

flied 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
latIon ....;Fc;I"'I.:. .. d=-_-=D.!;Is:!po~sed~ __ !,;f 1!...!I~ed~....!.!!I.tl on 

198,849 
NH 
NH 

6 

62,702 
112 

81,404 

155 
NH 

(24,439) 455,001 
196,919 
184,150 
71,813 

IIH 
2,119 

1,081 

5,B17 
J1 ,586 

36,J49 
41,308 

NH 
8B,J81 

NH 

24,730 30,J6J 

196,954 
185,088 9J% 

(6,6" ) 
6,695 

IIH 
NH 

1'99) 

NH NH 
NH NH 

11,851 
6 100S <I 

<I 9 I 80s 

"4 
80.681 

442,545 
188.902 
180,066 
71.5:l9 

NH 
2,O.la 

24,294 

,. ,368 
43.738 

NH 
89,687 

NH 

2,4" 
12~ 4 

9~ J.158 

6 
NIl IIH 

97% J,8J2 
96J 1,658 
98S 1,551 

100S 605 
IIH NH 

96% 18 

741 
608 

77S J,JOI 

NH IIH 

86S 1,177 
106S 1,J38 

IIH IIH 
lOIS 2,86J 

NH NN 

4,407 

-------------------
TENNESSEE, 

Clrcu,t Coort .nd er,,.'n.1 Coort •• 
Ch8ncory Court ...................................... .. 
L ••• nd EquIty Coort ............. . 
County Coort ..................... . 
G5noraf SessIons Court ........... . 
Pro~to Court ........................................ .. 
Juvonllo Court ................... . 
JUlt I ce of tho Pooco Court ....... . 
Munlclp.1 Coort .................. . 

TEXAS: 
Olstrlct Court .nd erl,,'n.1 

DIstrict Coort ................. . 
Coo"ty Coort .t L •• , Con.tltutlon.1 

Coonty Court, .nd Prob.to Coort • 
Munlclp.1 Coort .................. . 
Justl co of the Po.co Court 

UTNI: 
District Coort .................. .. 
CIrcuit Court ..................... . 
Ju,.tlce Court ............................... .. 
JU'fon110 Court ................... ". 

YERHONT: 
SuperIor Coort 
District Cotlrt •••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA: 
Clrcu It Court 
DIstrict Court I •••• · ••••••••• , ••••• 

G 
G 
G 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 

G 
L 

13,887 

506 

2,016,994 

122,J87 (24,107) 

1,925,194 J7,878 

51,15B 
J4.536 
4,200 

IIH 

"5,036 
IIH 

46,616 
33.295 
J,613 

NU 

NH 

289,066 

NIl 

23,181 
30,611' 

NH 

?IS 1,12~ 

96$ 762 

86S 9' 

NH IIH 

NIl NH 

9JS 2,247 

I,OH 
NH IIH 

NH 

1,90 
2,1021 

NH 
~~ ................................ - ........ -

2J,007J 22,04lJ 
7,ln) 6,75JJ 

11,117 11,002 
4,758 4,~02 

612,655 
75,341 

"7,Jr4 

569,445 
60,264 

501,101 

95J.1 
95~ 

laOS 
80s 

4,,,,J 
1,4<»1 
2,197 

940 

11,505 

1,4" 
10,090 

r 
1 

\ 

1\ 

\ 

\ 
1 
I 

Crlmln.1 
Defendant Ch.rgl ng document 

Fllod filed 
Idls- (dl.-

Dls- po.ed) Dls- posed) 
posod por pos .. d por 
.s % 100,000 as S 100,000 
of popu- of popu-

....;Fc;I"'I.:.e.:.d ___ ~D.!;ls~p~o~so~d~_~fl"'l~ed=_~I.~t"'l.:.on~ _~f~I~I.:.ed=---.:.D.!;ls~po~se~d~-~f;I"'I~e.:.d-.!;I.~t"'l.:.on~ flied 

62.291 55,959 90S 

NH 
NH 
IIH 

NH NH 
NH iii 
NH NH 

Case nuriJ8r assigned: 
IIH iii 

Case number 8sslgned: 
Cose number aSS I gned: 

NH iii 
Case number assigned: 

NH 

NH 

IIH 

31.7461 
NH 
IIH 

B4,156 

(J I 

1'111 

NH 

NH 

J2,757J 
IIH 
NH 

<Jl 

NIl 
Nll 
NH 

If! 

18,oao 
NIl 

lIu'/lIt<>t' 01 ch.rgG~ I 
Numbar of ch.rgosl 

NH 

iii 

NH 

NH 

NH 

10JsJ 
NH 
NH 

(J I 

NIl 
t~1 

ttl 

NH 

I04~ 

2,097 

NH IIH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

16.643 
NIl NH 

83,228 

NH NH 

73,765 
475.1JO 

47,219 
NH NH 

J,5B2 
NH NH 

NH NH 

1,02aJ 
NH NH 
NIl UH 

2,726 

603 
NH NIl 
'ti NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 

169 
2,202 

3,719 
NH 

92,476 

224,"3 
:l94,207 

NH 

"4,939 
55,120 

299,819 

NH iii 
NIl IIH 
NH NH 

" ,50J 
NH 

80,,141 

546,41J 
66,872 

412,721 
45,9U 

NH 
20,900 

NH 

NH 

ttl 
NH 

NIl 
Nfl 

NH 

NH 

91,238 

210,101 
312,600 

NIl 

345,476 
",036 

291,640 

93S 
iii 

91$ 

NH 

91S 
87S 
97S 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NIl 

97~ 
90~ 
97~ 

NIl 
IIH 
iii 

227 .007 

Illt 
NH 
NH 

&16 iii 
NIl NH 

3,228 4",J65 

iii NIl 

(4,602) 
621 iii 

4.007 1,137,900 
:l98 NH 

NH 1,093,3J1 
11161 

374 NH 
If! NH 

NH NH 

ttl 
NH 
NH NH 

447,136 

123,1941 

3,398 
NH NH 
NH 1'111 
NH NIl 

NH NH 
NH 

666 

1,617 a6,15a 
2;is39 5,149,816 

NH 

~,.~66 

I,b" 
~.6)0 

NIl 
460,801 1 

80,B21 
NH 

80,621 
NH 

91B,OJ7 
NH 

0;18,037 

T , ... 1 fIe 

Dis
posed 
.5 S 
01 

Disposed filed 

Filed 
(dIs
posed) 
par 
100,000 
popu
lation 

219,558 97S 1,fi4J 

NIl NIl NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl NH 
NH NH 

NH 
NIl 

421,941 

1,873.972 
NH 

1,047.714 
NIl 

480,766 
345,492 

IIH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

117,447J 

NIl 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

85.509 
J.735,431 

81,032 
NH 

61,032 
ttl 

B86,348 
NIl 

8B6,34<1 

NH NH 
NH NH 

97S 16.888 

NH NH 

115,182) 
NH NIl 

92S 9,5BJ 
NH lin 

44% 9,208 
(2,910) 

NH NH 
IIH IIH 

ttl NH 

NH 1'111 

NH NH 
14,504 

NH NIl 

." 
NIl NH 
If! NH 
NIl NH 

NH NH 
If! NH 

9~ 620 
73~ 37,084 

100S 
NH 

100S 
NH 

15,973 
NH 

15,913 
Nil 

17,240 
Nil 

17,240 

Juvenile 

DIs
posed 
.5 % 
of 

filed Disposed filed 

8,156 
B,I56 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NN 
NH 

15.667 
15,573 

NH 
NH 
NIl 
94 
NH 

39,685 
:l9,685 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

B,157 
NH 

8,157 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

IIH 

5,350 

NH 
Nil 
NH 

1'111 

NH 
NIt 

12,838 

1,453 
NH 
1'111 

2,,5161 
NH 
NH 
UH 

25,5161 

1,099 
NH 

1,099 
1'111 

131 ,J63 
NIl 

131 ,B63 

9,4BB 116% 
9,488 116% 

IIH NH 
NH IIH 
NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NIl 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl 

J8,943 
.la,943 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NN 

NIl 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
HH 
NIl 

NH 

Nil 
NIl 

12,719 

11 ,28J 

1,436 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

1,154 
NH 

1,154 

NH 

123,925 
NH 

123,92' 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl 

9B% 
90s 

NH 
IIH 
If! 
IIH 

NH 

NH 
Nh 
NH 

NIl 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NIl 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

9~ 
NH 
IIH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

94% 
1'111 

94S 

Flied 
(dl s
posed) 

per 
100.000 
popu
I.tlon 

275 
275 

NH 
NH 
IIH 
IIH 
NH 

608 
604 

IIH 
NH 
NH 

4 
IIH 

JJ4 
JJ4 

NH 
IIH 
IIH 
IIH 

852 
IIH 

852 
NH 
IIH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

776 

63 

NH 
NH 
Nrl 

NH 

NH 
NH 

92 

82 

10 
1'111 
UH 

1,8D7,J 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1,802J 

217 
NH 

217 
NH 

2,467 
NH 

2,467 

(continued on n&Kt pag&) 
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TABLE 15: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1979. (continued) 

State and court "erne 

WASH I NGTON: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict Court .nd Justices of 

ttle Peace .......................... .. 
14unlclp.1 and Pollco Court 

WEST VIRGINIA: 
Circuit Court 
Hag I strate Court ................. . 
MunicIpal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

WISCONSIN: 
Circuit Court 
14unlclpal Justice Court ••••••••••• 

WYOMING: 
~istrict Court 
Just I ce of the P •• ce Court 

.n~ County Court •••••••••••••••• 
MunicIpal Court .................... . 

GIJA'I: 
Superior Court ., •••••••••••••••••• 

PUERTO RICO: 
Super I or Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclp.1 Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
JustIces 01 tho Petlee ................ ,. 

Jurisdiction 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 

State 
popul.tlon 

4,013 

1,9'9 

4,666 

4'2 

104 

FlI .. d 

46.464 

State totals 

01 .... 
p<>sed 
.s t 
of 

Olspo.ed filed 

".8n 77, 

FI led 
(dls
p';'ed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

44,677 

Filed 

206,774 
112,'20 

92,445 
2,009 

89,967 
41,525 
48,442 

If! 

198.640 
198,640 

NIl 

12.259 

NH 

5.649 

145.818 
94.556 
51.262 

NH 
NIl 

CIYII 

Disposed 

82.'67 
40.159 
42.208 

NH 

174,264 
174.264 

If! 

146.928 
97,251 
49 .. ~n 

NH 
I'If 

DIs
posed 
.s , 
of 

flied 

92' 
97' 
87' 
If! 

88S 
88' 

NH 

NIl 

lOIS 
10" 
97S 

NH 
NIl 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
p .... 

I~O,OOO 

popu
I.tlon 

5,15' 
2,799 

2,304 
50 

4.640 
2,142 
2.498 

If! 

4.257 
4.257 

If! 

2,8'8 

NH 

4.607 
2.988 
1.6;:0 

NH 
If! 

Note: All d.ta that are at I .... t 90S """",Iete ere entered In the t.bl... 81.nk .p.ces Indicate that e:ther the dat ..... 0 unav.lI.ble or less than 90S complete. 
a- ttlat the celculetlons ~e InapproprIate. 

NH • This cost typ .. Is not h.ndl .. d by thIs court. 
- • Hot oppllc.ble. 

10.ta are Incomplete: 
Arlzon.-Sup .... lor Court-elvl I figures <lo not Inclu"" .doptl"" data 

for Marlcop. County. or eny st_,de _.1 '-Ith dat •• 
C.llfornl.-Superlor Court-<)ne court reported data for only the 

flr.t .Ix oont~s of the reportln9 period. 
Del •• are-elvll .nd stet .. tot.ls Include 53 cIvil filings and 175 

clvtf 1'1hp~f1'lon5 ft"'~ +tote .'!dormon':; Court. ThO!;O flgurss 
w~o not repcrted, howey",.. becaus8 ttHty were fess than 90S 
complete. 

Georgl.-State Court and County Court-f"lIed and dlspos<>d figures do 
not Includ. th .. State CoIlrt In DeI<.lb County. 

H .... chu ... tts-olstrlct Court Oop.rtmont-Traff Ic f II1n9s do not 
Include 1lII1/DII1 cases-thes ..... e InclUded In crl,.lnal tilIng •• 

Hlchlgan-<:Ircult CouM-<:.seload data _e unav.nable for Arenac. 
Jack.on and M.son Counties. 

Ol.trlct Court-ea.eload data .en un.vall.ble for courts In 
BDf"ry, Ecolse, Kentwood, livonia. end N"..,89O' 

Civil totals Includo '5.511 cIvIl filIngs and ".2'1 cIvIl 
dispositions fr"", the Prob.te Court, These figure ...... e not 
"eported, howevet", because tnoy were loss than 90~ e~lete. 

Nebresko-Dlstrict Court- CIvil filings alld dispositions do not 
Include civil _Is. 

N ... York-fa .. lly Court-flgure. <b not Includo coso actIvity In 
Oueens County durl ng DeCember. 

North Oakoto-County Court .Ith Incroased Jurlsdlctlon-<:Ivl I 
dl'posltlons do not Include ... t.1 '-ltII dete from Ll>'4ouro. 
lI_ey .nd Ransom Co"ntles. 

Orel1«-eounty Court- Civil dispositIons do not Include adoptIon or 
..,tel '-Itt. cos ... 

Utah-elrcult Court-£xcopt for crh.I".1 dispositions, no data ....... 
reported for tho court locat~d I n _I can Fork. 

V.".""",t-olstrlct CouM-erlmln.1 fllln9s do not Include ~ 
r-vtow (WIly cases. 

W.shlngton-Superlor CouM-elvl I .nd crlmln.I disposition d.t ..... e 
unavaIlable 'ron! ono court location, 

J.;unlclpal ..,d Police Court- Trellic flgur .. s do not fnclude 
perking cltatltin •• 

JE.pl.natlon of data I"cluded In tt.e category' 
Ke-ntucky-<lIstrlct Court- JIIVWIII. c •• e. Include delinquency. 

statu" dopondency, neglect, noody. and abuse casos, os wa:11 O'S 

p.ternlty actions and adult vlol.tlons of KRS ~jO.060-.070 
(end.ngor'lng the welf.re of or unla.ful tr.ns.ctlon wIth a 
..Inor). 

Ma .. achuseth-olstrlet Court O.p.rt .... nt- Crl.lnal f1 ling. Inclu"" 
OWI/DIII cases. 

Piobr •• ko-Dlstrlct Court- Crl.lnol filings and dCspolltlons Includo 
civil ~.Is. 

South Carol Ine-elrcult Court- Crl.lnel IIguros Include COses th.t 
... re handled In the County Court and the CIvil end Criminal 
Court. 

South O.kot.-elrcult Court- fret"" figures Include some Closs 
2 .1.-....".. ""d petty otten ..... which Includes such thIngs •• 
prostitution, gambling and dlsord ... ,y conduct. 

Utah-Juvenile Court-filings .... the numbor of ,..,forrals. 
Y.rlllOt1t-Superlor Court- Civil dah Include crl.ln.1 _, •• and 

some pootcanvl ctlon r--'r Q5eS • 

I 

[ 

1\ 
1\ 

j 
Ii 
11 
\ ~ 

II 
Ii 
I 

! 
1 
I 
1 
! 

l 
I 

I 
\ 

rl 
I 
l 
I 

I 
! 
1 

I 
I' 
1 

Charg I ng document 

FII.d Disposed 

01.
posed 
as • 
of 
filed 

7,659 6.241 811 
Nurrber 01 warrants Issued: 

56.'14 

1.613 1.5n 98S 

415 286 

Number of charges: 
Number of charges: 

Crl."n.1 

FII.d 
(dl.
posed) 
per 
100.000 
popu
letlon 

1.168 

'99 

FII.d 

14'.091 
15.224 

80,629 
49.238 

129."5 

19.18' 

O.fend.nt 

DIs
po.ed 
.s • 
of 

o I'posed flied 

117.740 911 

19.661 101S 

Filed 
(dls
pos.d) 
per 
100.GOO 
popu
I.tlon 

'.616 
379 

2.009 
1.227 

6.661 

Filed 

~1.2" 
221.8971 

122.291 

82.1" 

'9.924 

".402 
If! 

".402 
HH 
NIl 

Traffic 

Olspos.d 

116.249 

68.747 

NH 

32.'86 

".740 
tfi 

",740 
tfi 
HH 

DIs
posed 
.s S 
of 
flied 

NIl 

NH 

81S 

101. 
NH 

101' 
NH 
NH 

FII .. d 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100.000 
popu
lation 

6,307 

1.762 

NIl 

'8.'88 

1.687 
NIl 

1.687 
HH 
NH 

Filed 

20.836 
20.8'6 

NH 
NH 

1.022 
1.022 

NIl 
If! 

476 

5.858 
5.8'8 

NIl 
NH 
NIl 

Juvenile 

Disposed 

16.646 
16.646 

tfi 
HH 

6.291 
6,291 

NH 
If! 

NH 
NIl 

5.509 
5.509 

NH 
NH 
NH 

DIs
posed 
.s • 
of 
flied 

tfi 
NIl 

90S 
90S 

HH 
If! 

NH 
NIl 

94S 
94S 

NH 
If! 
NH 

Flied 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100.000 
popu
letlon 

If! 
HH 

361 
361 

NH 
HH 

237 
2'7 

NH 
NIl 

458 

185 
185 
NH 
If! 
NH 
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TABLE 16: Civil filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial 

courts, 1979. 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 15 
into the civil case classification. Because of 
the variations in court organization, subject 
matter jurisdiction, and case classification, 
comparisons of general jurisdiction and limited 
jurisdiction courts from state to state are seldom 
appropri ate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90$ complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
columns on this table, as well as for states 
missing from the table. In order for a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have complete 
filing or disposition data from all its trial 
courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types, do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.l 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
profiles 1n Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do 'h3ve an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting cases 

at the same beginning and ending point, total 
caseload is not comparable. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent of filed. This measure 
represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Compairsons can be made between courts that 
count cases in the same way. The method of 
counting civil cases has the greatest influence 
over data reported. 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' figures. 
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TABLE 16: 
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Civil filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Disposed as a percent of filed. 

t';eneral jurisdiction courts [imlted jurlsdlctlon courts lill trial courts 
Disposed Disposed Dlsposed 

as a as a as a 
State percent percent percent 

Filed Dis!!osed of f11 ed Filed Dis!!osed of fl led Filed Dis(!osed of filed 
Alaska .................... l1,Oli6 9,867 89% 14,852 12,315 83% 25,918 22,182 86% 
Colorado •••••••••••••••••• 98,116 92,034 94% 69,518 66,208 95% 167,634 158,242 94% 
Connecticut ••••••••••••••• 147,904 47,065 194,969 
District of Columbia ••• , •• 151,252 150,647 100% 151,252 150,647 100% 
Florida ................... 259,345 231,832 89% 209,888 197,656 94% 469,233 429,488 92% 
Guam ...................... 5,649 2,~51 52% 5,649 2,951 52% 

Hawaii .................... 23,008 19,776 86% 12,369 11,382 92% 35,377 31,158 88% 
Idaho ••••••••••••••••••••• 52,762 48,4U1 92% 52,762 48,418 92% 
Illinois .................. 672,588 658,670 98% 672,588 658,670 98% 
Iowa ...................... 153,599 151,310 99% 153,599 151,310 99% 
Kansas •••••••••••••••••••• 104,013 NH NH 104,013 

Kentucky •••••••••••••••••• 60,414 56,191 93% 109,337 74,027 68% 169,751 130,218 77% 
Massachusetts ••••••••••••• 475,435 8,789 484,224 
Missouri •••••••••••••••••• 198,293 i73,666 88% 198,293 173,666 88% 
New Hampshire ............. 18,464 17,954 97% 50,697 69,161 
North Carolina •••••••••••• 72,759 69,419 95% 279,548 267,879 96% 352,307 337,298 96% 

Ohio ...................... 256,661 257.547 100% 381,906 369,332 97% 638.567 626.879 98% 
Oklahoma .................. 185,088 11,866 196,954 
Pennsylvania .••••••••••••• 196,919 188,902 96% 258,082 253,543 98% 455,001 442,545 97% 
Puerto Rico ••••••••••••••• 94,556 97,251 103% 51,262 49.677 97% 145,818 146.928 lOa 
South Dakota •••••••••••••• 30,363 30.363 

Vermont .................. 18,249j 17 ,839j 98%.i 4,758 4,202 88% 23.007j 22,041j 96%J 
Virginia .................. 75,341 68,264 911. 537,314 501.181 93% 612.655 569,445 93% 
Washinoton •••••••••••••••• 112,320 94.454 206,774 
West Virginia., ••••••••••• 41,525 40,159 97% 48,442 42,208 87% 89,967 82.367 92% 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••• 198,640 174,264 88% NH NH 198,640 174,264 88% 

Note: State totals were included in this table only when all courts with civil jurisdiction within that state reported either complete filings 
and/or dispositions. 8lank spaces indicate that the data were unavailable or incomplete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

NH c This case type is not handled in this court. 

-- c Not applicable. 

jExplanatlon of data i~cluded in the category: 
Vermont--General jUrisdiction courts-- Civil appeal data include criminal appeals as well ar. some habeas corpus and postconviction remedy 

cases. 
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TABLE 17: Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 

TABLE 18: Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: -

These two tables deal only with general 
jurisdiction courts. In states with a single-tier 
trial court (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, South Dakota, 
District of Columbia, and Guam), all case types 
are heard in the general jurisdiction court. 
These courts are indicated by a "*" before the; r 
state name. In all other states some of the trial 
court case types are heard in limited jurisdiction 
courts. 

The individual court profiles for each state 
(found in Part II) must be consulted to determine 
whether the figures for an individual case type in 
these tables represent the C;iJmpl ete caseload for 
that case type in the particular state. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the illdividual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and definitions: 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be reported as a part of the criminal 
caseload.) Consequently, these two tables are 
easier to aggregate than later tables that show 
specific case types. 

Those states that reported less than 90% of 
complete "total" data were excluded from these 
tables. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Data from these tables may be used to identify 
courts with similar jurisdiction and courts that 
handle similar volumes of cases. These data can 
also be used to compute the distribution of types 
of civil cases filed in each court. To compute 
the proportion of the total filings (dispositions) 
fo~ each cas~ type, divide the number of filings 
(dispositions) for each case type by the total 
filings (dispositions) for each court and multiply 
by 100. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made between courts 
in states with a single-tier trial court (marked 
with an "*") and courts in states with both 
general and limited jurisdiction courts. 

Compari sons can be made only between COUI'ts 
that use the same unit of count for counting civil 
cases. Since the data contained in these tables 
are taken from only the general jurisdiction 
courts, the organization charts for each state 
should be checked to determine whether or not 
other courts in the state also handle the specific 
case types before comparisons of volumes of 
specific case types are made. 
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TABLE 17: 
Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
State and court. Civil case categories. 

CIvil coses flied 

Shte Md court tItle 

AI ebeme--Clrcult Court ............ . 
Aleske--Superlor Court ........... .. 
Ar I zonc--Super I or Court .......... .. 
Arkenses--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 

CI rcult Court ................... . 
Chencery and Probete Court ...... . 

Call fornl c--Super lor Court ....... .. 

Colorcde-STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
DistrIct Court, Denver SuperIor 

~ 

" ...J 

(J) 

NH 
33,O:nJ 
27,6831 

27,6e~ 
NH 
NH 

(J) 

860 
(j) 

NH 
92,948' 

16,689 3,813 

1,487 
(J) 

1!1 

" 
-
" E 

'" 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

274 

6,890 
NH 

6,890 

7,287 

'" c: 
u 0 
:t:+ 
j~ 

46,809 
5,970 

43,6731 
28,534 

NH 
28,534 

175,7461 

47,840 

908 
8,146 
7,368 

NH 
7,368 

62,826 1 

7,601 

-:t: 
" -+- " c: ., 
~.r; 

NH 
315 

1,086 
NH 

1,086 
3,5581 

3,043 

Court, Oenver Juvenile Court, 16,689 3,873 NH 5,153 47,840 7,601 3,043 
and Denver Probcte Court ...... NH Nli NH NH 

" ., 
0-

~ 

(J) 

196 
(J) 

(J) 

(J) 

NH 
12,064 1 

648 

648 
NH 

26,302J 

1,056 

NH 
230,538 1 

I1,D5 

11,135 

'> 
U 

13,111 
11,066 
84,8521 

71,561 
27,683 
43,878 

579,754 1 

98,116 

Wcter Court .......... i........... NH NH NH NH 2,134 202 

_~_n_n_oc_t_l_cu_~_-_s_up_e_r_lor __ Co __ ur_t_._ •• _._ •• _. __ • ~41~,~63~7 ________ ~ ______ 86~,_35_6 ____ 2_,_434~ ________ 1_7_'2~7~5 __ ~~~--~~---::-----~J ____ __ 
95,982 

2,134 
147,904 

Oe I ewere--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 1,8'75 
NH 

1,875 

(J) NH 658 1 (J) 304 2,240 674 216 811J 6,778 
Court of Chencery ............... . 
Super I or Court .................. . 

·Dlstrlct of Columble--Superlor 
Court ........................ .. 

Flor I dc--CI rcu I t Court ........... .. 
Georg I c--Super lor Court .......... .. 

"Guem--Superlor Court .............. . 

HawaII-STATE TOTAL .............. .. 
CircuIt Court .................. .. 
Lend Court ...................... . 
Tax Appea I Court ................ . 

·1 daho--STATE TOTAL ................ . 
DIstrIct Court ................. .. 
Magistrates D I vIsIon ........... .. 

·1111 nols--Clrcult Court .......... .. 
Indlan8--Superlor Court end 

Clrcl!lt Court ................. . 
• I OW8--o I strIct Court ............. .. 
Kanses--o I str J ct Court ............ . 
I<entuck y--C I rcu I t Court ........... . 

Lou Is I an&--olstr I(.-t Court ........ .. 
Me I n_Super lor Court ............. . 
Merylend--Clrcult Court .......... .. 
Messechusetts--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 

SuperIor Court Oepertment ....... . 
DIstrict Court Department ...... .. 
Boston Munlclpel Court Depodment 
Lond Court Department •••••••••••• 
Probate and Family Court 

Oepertment ................... .. 
Hlch I gen--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 

CircuIt Court ................... . 
Court of Cle Ims ................. . 

Nlnhesotc--Olstrlct Court ........ .. 
·MI stour I--CI rcu It Court ........... . 
~bn1'ana--olstrlct Court .......... .. 
Nobreska--olstrlct Court .......... . 
New Hempshlro--Superlor Court .... .. 
New Jersey--Super lor Court ••••••••• 

New Mexlco--olstrlct Court ......... 

Nell York--Supremo Court Md 
County Court .................. . 

North Cerollna--Superlor Court ... .. 
North Dakote--olstrlct Court ..... .. 
Ohlo--Court of Common Plea ........ . 

5,978 
NH 

1,459 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

219,229 

NH 
NH 

17,461 

NH 
1,980 
4,287 

169,937 1 

141,523 
28,414 

NH 
NH 

19,119 

NH 

6,473 

NH 
12,034 

NH 
NH 

NH 

20,366 

1,324 
1,324 

NH 
NH 

1,691 
1,083 

608 

5,027 

2,118 
7,801 

15,2561 

15,2561 

NH 

1,725 

44,688 

35,677 

720 
21,412 

(J) NH (J) (j) 2,2 40 417J 2,657 

30,539 

1,596 
1,596 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

32,159 

1,427 
5,969 

NH 

5,573 

3,651 

NH 658 NH 304 NH 674 216 394 4,121 

28,882 102,938 
NH 15,949 

2,129 29 

NH 250 
NH 204 
NH 46 
NH NH 

15,584 
:5 

15,561 

160,486 646 

38,360 
76,141 
11,875 9,779 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 3,586 

124,697 1 32,628 1 

122,163 23,103 
2,534 520 

NH 
NH 

9,005 

NH NH 

NH 
13,362 

NH 664 
NH 
NH 

NH 167 
NH 
NH 702 
NH 

7,877 
NH 79,497 

61,016 
955 

NH 14,467J 
NH 14,467J 
NH NH 
NH NH 
NH 14,224 
t-I1 2,059 
NH 12,165 

25,358 104,375 

NH 77,103 
NH 948 
NH 26,882 

33,183 

1,800 
11,375 44,369 

'J 37,777 1 

4,374 
241 

33,063 
126,1661 

NH 128,166 1 

NH NH 

NH 9,487 
13,792 

l1,191J (J) 

4,318 27,468 

18,236 

NH 10,259 
NH 

NH 4,870 
NH 97.776 

2,563 
42,843 

174 

1,817 
1,817 

NH 
NH 

3.982 
4 

3,978 

32,530 

21,074 
23,479 
11,625 

NH 

NH 
595 

55,325 1 

55,325 

NH 

242 
12,436 
3,337 

NH 
NH 

953 

NH 
32,926 

38 
76,631 

877 
13,570 

!J) 
(j) 

NH 
NH 

9,243 

2,519 
2,181J 

NH 

2,651 1 

2,616 
35 

NH 

NH 

411 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

8,609 

447 
734 

59 

NH 
59 

27sJ 
27sJ 

NH 

93,591 

188 
1,135 

252 
2,735 

39 1 

39 

1,4801 

1,096 1 

382 

1,690 
55,847 
54,422 

903 

3,495 

3,495 
NH 
NH 

17,006 
4,956 

12,050 

7,126 

84,797 
51,031 
3,959 
6,454 

183 
347 

20,681 1 

3,255 

17,432 
44,9281 

44,926 1 

NH 

172,495 
398 4,777 

5,999 

159 
2,763 

6,521 

25,833 

13,849 
27,79g.) 

130 
49,470 

151,252 
259,345 
115,438 

5,649 

23,008 
22,903 

46 
59 

52,762 
8,380 

44,382 

672,568 

221,334 
153,599 
104,013 
60,414 

152,965 

7,760 
61,064 

475,435 

31,793 
297,034 
31,783 

9,005 

105,620 
189,8301 

189,4481 

382 

19,361 
198,293 
26,312 
22,3131 

18,464 
77 ,427 

44,069 

65,951 
72,759 
11,070 

256,661 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 1"7: 
Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. (continued) 

Stete end court title 

Ok I ahoma--D I str I ct Court ••••••••••• 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court ................... . 
Tax Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvanla--COurt of Common 
Ple"s .......................... .. 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court •••••••• 

Rhode IsIMd:--Superlor CourT ••••••• 
South Caro II n..--Cl rcu I t Court •••••• 

"South Dakota--Clrcult Court ....... . 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 

CircuiT Court ................... . 
Law and Equity Court ............ . 
Chencery Court .................. . 

Texes--DlstrlcT COur,.t end Crlmlnel 
District Court .................. . 

utah--DI strict Court .............. . 
·Vermont--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court .................. . 
District- Court ................. .. 

Vlrglnl..--Clrcult Court ........... . 

Washlngton--Superlor Court ••••••••• 
WesT Vlrglnl ...... Clrcult CourT ..... .. 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court .......... . 
Wyomlng--DlsTrlct Court .......... .. 

I.\l 

X 
X 
X 

1,949 

t 
{!. 

8,000 

3,560 

NH 10,645 
NH 9,803 
NH 311 
NH 531 

NH 

6,484 
3,485 
2,999 

25,633 

16,926 
864 

25,617 

438 

III 

~ 

" u 

85,298 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

13,014 
7,246 NH 
2,486 NH 

313 NH 
4,447 NH 

NH 
NH 

6,822 

6,822 

NH 6,968 22,469 NH 

(J) (J) 58,4691 

NH 

Civil ceses filed 

8,529 

7,794 

2,846 
711 
110 

2,025 

81 

NH 40,074 
X 28,967 
X 28,967 
X NH 

118,4~4 

Nil 30,707 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

3,752 
50,259 
27,833 
2,677 

19,749 

1,076 12.842 

160,585 
10,746 
4,005 
3,288 

717 
33,252 

6,984 

(J) 

46,238 
1,308 

36,527 

14,154 
6,669 
6,669 

NH 

19,787 
NH 

NH 

4,602 
1,688 

104 
178 

1,406 

3,464 

13,536 

42,406 
2,190 

2,515 
3,736 
3,736 

NH 

7,914 
NH 

NH 

616 

., ., 
a. 
~ 

1,247 

il~ 

112 

X 

940 11,995 
376 8,377 

46 336 
518 3,282 

908 
579 

579 

4,386 
2,311 

(j) 

28,708 
229 
,J3eJ 

33sJ 

2,538 

1,760 
1,446 

(J) 

9,63b 

50,814 
49,970 

X 

8,379 
4,275 
1,468 

229 
2,578 

105,765 
11 ,219 

21 
21 

9,979 
36,460 
61,23eJ 
10,069 

-; 
u 

" + 
{!. 

198,849 
62,894 
62,782 

112 

196,919 
94,556 

7,087 
36,349 
30,363 
89,894 
!ll,158 

4,200 
34,536 

311,984 
27,511 
18,2491 

7,132J 

11,117 
75;341 

112,320 
41,525 

198,6401 

12,259 

Note: All ~vel1able det" from states that have -total fl lings which are at leMT 90J complete were entered In this Table. Blank spaces Indicate 
that the data were unavllllable or less than 90% complete. oths- ciVil also Includes elftr.."..dlrury ... It- cases. 

X • The data for this case type "re known to be Included In the -total but- were nOT avallab Ie by category. 

NH • This c"se type Is not handled by this court. 

·These sTates have a single-tier trial court. These courts have no !!mlted Jur'lsdlct-Ion courtS' under them, so Included'ln their case load are cases 
that ""uld be heard by limiTed Jurisdiction courTs elseWhere. 

IData are Incomplete: 

Arlzona--5uperlor Court-- Adap'tlon data ... re unavailable for Maricopa 
County. 

C"llfornla--Superlor Court--Dne court reported daTa for only The first 
six months of the reporting period. 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL--The Superior Court did not provide case 
Type breakdowns. 

Mlchlgan--ClrcuIT Court--Data were unavailable for Arenac, Jackson and 
Mason Counties. 

Nebraska--Dlstrlct CourT-- Tot-al civil does not Include appeals cases. 
Puerto R I co--5uper I or Court-- Appea I data do not I nc I ude appea I s of 

trial court cases. 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court-- 5_11 clahlS figure does not ~nclude 

uncontested ceses outside of Milwaukee County. 

JExplanaTlon of data In the category: 
Alebbtlla--C,lrcult- Court-- ot'-" civil InclUdes I ..... -ro tort, 

and civil appeII'ls cases. 
Arlzona--Superlor Court-- La" Includes prayer under $1,000, auTo 

tort, non-....to fn!'"t, <:IClCITract. em I nent dom .. In, unc I ass I fled 
cI v II and appeal cases. 

Arkansas--Clrcult Cburt-- La" Includes Trial de novo """"als. 
De I ",ware--Super lor Court-- ott..- Civil InclUdes conTract, re41 

properly rtghts. and equity cases. 
liawall--Clrcult Court-- o...sTlc relstlOtlS InclUde nartal healTh 

clIses. 
Ideho--Dlstrlct Court--Deta may InclUde SOIl\tl' Ju-.lla eppeels. 
Kentucky--Clrcult Court-- Hetrtlll healTh dete Inclurio soma 

competency hoar I ngs. 
Now Hempshlre--Superlc.r Court-- Eq"lty Includes ~T'c 

relations Cases. 
North Cerollne--Suporlor Court-- other civil Includes rOIl I 

properly, adopTions end -tal he.ITh cases. 
Vermont--Superlor Court-- Appell I data InclUde sOma crlllinal 

IIppeals, pastconvtctlon·..--ty end oriro-crdlo" ... y ... IT cesos. 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court-- other clvtl Includos torts, ",a I 

property rlgltts, _Tal ""aITh. and appellis cases. 
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TABL.E 18: 
Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
State and court. Civil case categories. 

State end courl' tiTle 

Alabema--Clrcult Court ............ . 
Alaska--Superlor Court ........... .. 
Arl zona--Superlor Court .......... .. 
Arkenses--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court .................. .. 

Chancery and Probate Court ..... .. 
Cellfo.-nl.,..-Superlor Court ........ . 

Colo .. edo--STATE TOTAL ............. . 
District Court, Denver Superior 

Court, Denver Juven I I e Court. 
lJnd Denver Probllte Court ••••••• 

Wate .. Court .................... .. 
Connect I cut--SlIper I or CourT ....... . 

De I a"ere--STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
Court of Chancory .............. .. 
Superior Court .................. . 

"District of Colunble--Superlor 
c'urt ........................ .. 

Florld..--Clrcult Court ............ . 
Georg I e--Super 10,- Court •••••••••••• 
Gu ..... -Super I ill'" COud ••••••••••••••• 

Hewel'--STATE TOTAL ............... . 
CircuIt Court ................... . 
Land Court ...................... . 
Tax Appell I Court ................ . 

*Idaho--STATE TOTAL ................ . 
District Court ................. .. 

Mag1stretes DI vision ........... .. 
*llllnols--Clrcult Court .......... .. 

Indlana--Superlor Court end 
Circuit CourT ................. . 

·Iowa--Dlstrlct- Court ............. .. 
Kentuck y--C I rcU I t Court .......... .. 
Melne--Superlor Court ............. . 
Maryland--Clrcult Court ........... . 

Messochusetts--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Superior Court Depertment" ..... .. 
01 strict Court Department ...... .. 
Boston Mun I c I po I Court 

Department .................... . 
Land Cou .. t Dopartment .......... .. 
Probate ond Famll y Court 

Depertment" •••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlchlgan--!iTATE TOTAL ............. . 
Circuit Court .................. .. 
Court of Clolms ................ .. 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court ......... . 
·Mlssourl--Clrcult Court ........... . 
Monten.--Dlstrlct Court ........... . 
Nebreska--Dlstrlct Court .......... . 

New Hempshlre--Superlor Court ...... 
New Jersey--Super lor Court ••••••••• 
Now Mexlco--DI strIct Court ......... 
New York--Supreme Court and 

County Court .................. . 
NorTh Cnro II na--Supor 10 .. Court. ... . 
Nodh Dakot.,..-DI strict COuri· ...... . 
Oh lo--Court of Common P lOlls ...... .. 
Oklehom.,..-Dlstrlct C(,urt ......... .. 

(j) 

30.57eJ 
26,4631 
26.4631 

NH 

13,512 

13,512 
NH 

40,539 

1,665 

1,665 

5,714 
NH 
NH 

604 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Nfl 
NH 
NH 

204,536 

17,275 
2,050 
4,081 

80,263 

16,132 

14,908 

5,777 

NH 

NH 
11,324 

(J) 

X 
(Jl 

NH 
63,2891 

3,180 

3,180 
NH 

NH 

t 
~ 
+ 
8 

X 
(J) 

NH 

(j) 
(J) 

NH 

NIl 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

410 1 

NH 
NH 
NH 

X 
(Jl 

NH 

1,301 1 

6,375 

4,263 
2,112 
1,685 

5791 

(J) 

579 

29,043 103,429 
19,768 22,991 Nfl 14,776 

988 
988 

NH 
NH 

1,514 
905 
609 

1,722 
7,543 

17,4531 

17,453 1 

NH 

X 

41,353 

38,107 

627 
22,841 
6,572 

1,015 38 

1,186 NH 
1,186 NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 
NH 14,547 
NH 1 
NH 14.546 

176.162 

33,972 
81,372 

1,254 NH 
4,837 NH 

413 
288 
125 
~ 

638 

3,180 

88,2001 24,7391 

NH 

X 

3,582 

21.641 

87.552 16,483 

648 399 

NH 
Nt! 
NH 

11,124 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

86,415 

7,857 

NH 

X 

188 
(J) 

513 

7,268 

Civil cases disposed 

>-
:!: 
::J 
tT 

UJ 

7,301 

7,30' 

NH 

(J) 

(J) 

i'lH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
37,924 

9,875 

16 
4,009 

III 
c:: 

U 0 
++ 
i~ 
o 

48,832 

X 
43.1591 

26,805 1 

NH 
26,805 1 

149,:5121 

t 
+ 
,:,] 

X 
11,315 
3,645 1 

NH 
3 645 1 

60:883 1 

4',604 10,332 

43,604 
NH 

18,948 

308 

308 

7,:05 
71,976 
56,508 

526 

12,921 J 

12,921J 
NH 
NH 

13,107 
2,066 

11,041 
104,333 

77,283 
762 

'29,828 
1,649 

36,646 

2,328 

241 

126.8571 

126,857 1 

NH 

7,877 
12,991 

12,161 
28,102 1 

17 ,452 

9,948 
(J) 

4,537 
98,078 
40,125 

IO,:n2 
NH 

2,084 
2,084 

NH 

2,324 
40.499 

NH 
24 

1,535 
1,535 

NH 
NH 

3,963 
6 

3,957 
35,113 

19,909 
20,540 

NH 
566 

Nfl 
303 

10,751 
2,766 

NH 

NH 

NH 
31,378 

14 
76,827 
1 1,769 

NH 
X 

1,061 

NH 

3,031 

3,031 
NH 

197 

650 

650 

826 
12,779 

NH 

(!) 

(J) 

NH 
NH 

9,386 

2,269 

35 

NH 
NH 

282 
NH 

NH 

(J) 

NH 
8,436 
2.539 

" '" 8: 
< 

(J) 

X 
(Jl 
(J) 

(Jl 
NH 

11,6221 

613 

613 
NH 

225 

225 

543 
477 

7J 

NH 
73 

276 1 

2761 

NH 
82,299 

1,009 
242 

2.610 

101 

> "> 
U U 

25,312J 
X 

11,387 

11,387 

7231 
3831 
340 

1.663 
48,566 
45,449 

744 

2,660 
2,660 

NH 
NH 

!5,OIl 

4.096 
10,915 
7,679 

80,146 
48,176 

5,535 
286 
354 

74,144 
9,867 

86,2931 

64,214 1 

26,463 
37,751 1 

439,886 1 

92,034 

89,922 
2,112 

61,779 1 

6,234 

2,467 
3,767 

150,647 
231,832 
101,957 

2,~51 

19,776 
19,578 

12~ 

73 
48,418 

7,350 
41,068 

658,670 

211,850 
151,310 

56,191 
7.203 

69,692 

254,121 1 

!7,372 
2,352 191.247 

10 17 ,645 

1,5421 

I,OISII 
481 

X 

X 

5.150 

134 
2,385 

994 

48,6861 

48,686 1 

NH 

151,791 
X 

8,238 

22,714 

13,789 
26,717J 

620 
48,980 

7,765 

7.857 

194,538 1 
194.057 1 

481 

15,211 
173,666 
20,894 
21,229 1 

17.954 
74,464 
40,166 

67,182 
69,419 
10,027 

257,547 
185.088 

(continued on next pag~) 
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TABLE 18: 
Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. (continued) 

CIvIl cases dIsposed 

>-
In +-
~ .. -II 

t 
., 8- u 8 ;: ;: 
u al tit .t= u U ., 

~ ~ -+-.. - .r: ., - c; .. ,. t .... i - 01 j"e 
., .... ., II ., c; 

state and court i" I tIe c .,- " .... c II 0.. .t= +-.s ~ 8 d! .. CT In £.t= ~ ~ ~ Ul hJ '" 
Oregon--Tax Court •••••••••••••••••• X NH X 134 1:54 
Pennsylvanla--court of Common 

Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 112,915 19,723 8,024 48,240 188,902 
Puorto Rlco--Superlor Court, ••••• "' 2,089 3,510 439 NH 8,387 NH 32,131 NH NH 1461 49,949 97,251 
South Caroflna-Clrcult Court •••••• NH 31,368 

Tenne$.see--STArr TOTAL ............. X X NH X X X X X X 83,524 
CIrcuIt Court .................... X X NH X X X X X X 46,616 
Law and Equ I Ty Court ............. X X NH X X X X X X 3,613 
Chencery Court ................... X X NH X X X X X X 33,295 

Texes--Qlstrlct Court lind CrImInal 
DIstrict Court ................... NH 15,535 NH 156,240 2.6,950 9 ,,341 289,066 

Uteh--Qlsn'lct Court ............... X X X 2,650 951 93 X 23,181 

·Vermont--STArr TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 6,355 6,115 3,929 497 3nJ 17 ,8391 
SuperIor Court ................... 3,270 3,144 327J 16 6,757J 
DIstrIct Court ................... 3,085 6,715 785 497 11,082 

Vlrglnla-Clrcult Court ............ 23,045 972 11,149 31,155 NH 1.943 68,264 
Wesh I ngton--Super lor Court ......... 6,2581 16.1381 NH 3,8341 34~0281 8,149 1,436 ,~031 4,054 1 74,5001 

West Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court ....... 1,264 2,276 1,372 35,247 40,159 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court ........... (J) (j) 56,1561 1,9101 28.907 40.924 (J) (J) 46.277J 174.264 1 

Note: All aVllllable data from states that have totel dispositions which are et least 90% complete are entered In this tabl ... Blank spaces Indlcllte 
that the dafa were unavailable, or less than 90J complete. otI!cv cIvil also Includlos ""<1rnordlnery ... Ii" cases. 

x • The date for this cese type are known to be Included In the total. 

NH • ThIs Cllse type Is not handled by the court. 

·These states have a sIngle-tier trIal court. These courts have no lImIted Jurlsdlci-lon courts under them, so InclUded In theIr cllseload are cases 
that loOuld be heerd by lImIted JurIsdIctIon courts elsewhere. 

10eta are Incomplete: 
Arlzona--Superlor Cour't-- AdoptIon data were unavaIlable for 

MarlcopII County. 
Arkllns3s--Chencery and Probete Court-- ~tlc relatIons does 

not Include edopi-lons. Esi-ete does not Include guardIan
shlp/consent.mrshlp/trusf-..hlp end otb«- ashrte cases. 

Cal I fornlll--Super lor Court--Qne court report~d deta for only i"he 
fIrst six months of the reportIng perIod. 

Conne<:tlcut--Superlor Court- S .. II clal .. InclUde less than I~ 

of the .... 11 clal .. probable dIsposItIons. 
Mllssllchusetts--STArr TOTAL--Cese type breekdowns were unllval,

eb Ie for the SuperIor Court Department. and no data were 
available for the Probate lind Family Court OepartJnent. 

Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court--Qate were unavaIlable for ","enac, 
Jackson end Mason CountIes. 

Nebreska--Qlstrlct Court-- Tatel clyll does not Include "I'fM'III 
cases. 

New Jersey--Superlor Court--oata do not Include contested 
Ddopi-Ions. 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor I .)urt-- Appelll data do not Include appeals 
af trial court cases. 

Washlngton--Superlor Court--Qne court locatIon was uneble i-o 
praY I de data for the I nd' ceted case tvpes. 

Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court .. - SIIIIIII claIm cases do not 'nclude 
uncontested Cllses outsIde of Milwaukee f.o1lOty. 

hxplanatlon of data Included In th .. cetegory: 
Alebllllle--Clrcul~ Court-- DffI«" cIvil Includes I"", lIUto tort, end 

clyll eppellls cases. 
Arlzona--Superlor Court-- La .. Includes prayer under $1,000, autu 

tort, norr-tIuTO tort, contract, eminent domaIn, unclasslOed 
clYI I and appe .. Is cases. 

Arkonsas--Clrcult Ccurt-- lIIW Includes trIal de novo opfMIols. 
Del~ware--court of Chancery--~ cIvil Includes some equli-y, 

real pn>peI'"ty. and contract cases. 
Hawall--Clrcult Court-- Doo.astlc relatIons Includes ~tal he .. I'I-h 

cases. 
Id~ho--Olstrlct Court--Qata m~y Includo some Juvenile appeals. 
Kentucky--Clr<!uli- Court-- Ment1l1 heal'l-h data Include competency 

hearIngs. 
North Carol I n ...... Super lor Court-- ot1l«" cIvil InclUdes some real 

property, edoptlons and men-tel helllth cases. 
Vermont--Super'Ior Court-- ,\ppellls data Inc;lude some crl.lnal 

appellls, port convIctIon n.edy and elCfr..-u-dln ... y ","It cases. 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court-- ot ...... cIvil InclUdes tar1"s. rval 

property rlglrts, ...... -tel heal'l-h, eppeols end elCfrllOl""In.".y 
", .. Its. 
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TABLE 19: Tort caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 20: Contract caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

TABLE 21: Smali claims caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 22: Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

TABLE 23: Domestic relations caseload for trial courts, 1979 . 
TABLE 24: Estate caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 25: Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 26: Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Caseload in these tables is from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts. The 
same case types may be handled in very different 
courts from state to state. Only state totals can 
be compared. To facilitate comparisons, the 
states in these tables have been grouped into 
three categories: those states where a court has 
exclusive jurisdiction over a case type and where 
it submitted complete data; those states where 
more than one court handles a case type and each 
court submitted complete data; and those states 
that reported incomplete data from anyone of 
these courts with that case type jurisdiction. 

The court organization charts in Part II 
should be consulted for a brief summary of the 
jurisdiction of each court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The COSCA CSIM Committee has chosen to 
classify cases accordtng to subject-matter rather 
than the remedy sought. This makes categories 
such as "law" and "equity" difficult to reclassify 
unless the particular court can tell us the kinds 
of cases included. 

Even with use of the Model Statistical 
Dictionary case definitions, the classifications 
vary from state to state. Domestic relations, for 
example, may include all family matters in some 
states whil e other states '!'eport only di vorce 
actions as domestic relations cases. 

Some states count support and cUstody matters 
in ~heir juvenile caseload, whereas the 
classification used here places these matters in 
domestic relations caseload. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case type are included 
in these tables, and then only if the data are 90'; 
complete. Many courts do not break data down 
beyond the broad civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile categories. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Caseload cannot be compal'ed among courts that 
do not count cases at the same beginning and end 
point. Those states that do not count .cases at 
the filing of the petition or complaint have been 
separated and placed at the bottom of each large 
jurisdiction grouping. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Di sposed cases as percent of til ed. Thi s 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. The percent is computed by dividing the 

number of cases filed by the number disposed and 
then multiplying by one hundred. A percent over 
one hundred indicates that the court disposed of 
more cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed, This 
measure was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten or if the quantity of 
missing data (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) made it inappropriate. 

End ~endin~ cases as percent of filed. This 
figure glves t e percent of the number of filed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the number 
of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent indicates 
that the number of cases pending at the end of the 
year was equal to the number of cases filed during 
the year, A value higher than one hundred percent 
indicates a pending caseload larger than cases 
filed, while a value lower than one hundred 
percent indicates a pending caseload smaller than 
the number of cases fil ed. We expect thi s number 
to be low for case types such as .traffi c that have 
relatively quick disposition times, but it will be 
larger for torts and other case types that usually 
take longer to process. This percent was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 
than ten or if the 9uantity of missing data 
(i ndi cated by an "i I footnote on the profil es in 
Part II) made it inappropriate. 

Number change in ~ending caseload. This 
number gives the netncrease or decrease in 
pending caseload for the court year by subtracting 
the number of cases pending at the beginning of 
the year from the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year. An alternative to this 
calculation, subtracting the number disposed from 
the number filed, was used when pending data were 
unavailable or incomplete. When this alternate 
formula was used, the resulting number was 
enclosed in parentheses, A positive number 
indicates that the pending caseload incraased 
during the year while a negative number indicates 
that the pending caseload was reduced in size. 
Thus, a large negative change in pending cases 
indicates that the court is keepi ng the casefl ow 
current, while a large posHive change in pending 
cases indicates that the court has not kept pace 
with its filings. 

Percent change in ~endin91 caseload. This 
percentage indicates t e change in pending cases 
rel ati ve to the number of caSi~S pendi ng at the 
beginning of the year, and is obtained by dividing 
the number change in pending caseload by the 
numher of case3 pending at the beginning of the 
year and then multiplying by one hundred. (This 
fi3ure cannot be calculated if the alternative 
formula described above was used to calculate the 
number change in the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent indicates that the court reduced 
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its pending caseload significantly, while a high 
positive percent indicates that the pending 
caseload increased significantly. This measure 
was not computed if the number of beginning 
pending cases was less than ten or if the 
jurisdiction of the court changed significantly 
during the year. 

jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) are similar, 
the filed-per-unit-of-population statistic will 
permit direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. For dvil cases in trial 
courts, this measure will indicate, among other 
things, the propensity to litigate among the 
citizens in a given state. 

j 

Tort caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting tort (auto tort, professional tort, product liability tort, and other tort) caseload. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed, Number and percent change in pending, Filed per 100,000 population. 

Filed (disposed) ver 100,000 pOfulation. The 
unit of state populat on used on al court 
caseload charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population and 
gives a more realistic basis for comparison of 
caseloads among states of various sizes. If the 
number of filings was not available or was not 
complete (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity was indicated by enclosing it 
in parentheses. Population figures used in the 
criminal tables represent the total state 
population. If all other factors (court 

Limitations on use: 

In these case type tables, only the STATE 
TOTALS can be compared in those states where more 
than one court has jurisdiction over the case type. 

Comparisons can be made between the data 
reported for a state where an individual court has 
exclusive jurisdiction over the type of case and 
the STATE TOTALS for states where more than one 
court has jurisdiction. Comparisons can not be 
made for states reporting incomplete data. 
Comparisons should be made only between those 
cases that use the same unit of count for counting 
civil cases. (See Figure A for a listing of the 
groups of states that use the same unit of count 
for civil cases.) 
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State and court tit1e 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Kansas--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ........................ 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Itlaho--STATE TOTAL ....................... 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrate's Division •••••••••••••••• 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL ....................... • 
Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court ....................... 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
*Superior Court (Law Division and 

Chancery Division) ••••••••••••••••• 
County District Court •••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

A1aska--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ...................... • 
~'ilgistrate's Court ................... 

Ca1ifornia--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ........................ 

Co10rado--District Court and Denver 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

F10rida--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maine--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Michigan--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Common Pleas Court of Detroit •••••••• 

Montana--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court •• " ............... •••• .. •• 

New York--Supreme Court and County Court • 
Civil Court of the City of New York •• 
Town and Village Justice Court ••••••• 
District Court and City Court •••••••• 

North Dakota--District Court ••••••••••••• 
County Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

2,347 
2,970 

950 

933 

10,799 

3,165 

7,373 

402 

23,255 

2,849 

9,471 

1,125 

4,223 

9,249 

789 

17,634 

652 

Begin 
pending Filed Disposed 

5,027 
7,2B2 7,814 6,221 

3,378 2,247 1,703 
2,077 1,324 988 
1,301 923 715 

1,974 1,691 1,514 
1,369 1,083 905 

605 608 609 

34,105~ 41,011 41,356 
24,2131 21,412 22,841 

59 347 248 
9,833 19,252 18,267 

8,621 5,605 5,452 
6,929 3,560 3,510 
1,692 2,045 1,942 

61,735 62,811 58,83B 

55,607 44,688 41,353 
6,128 18,123 17,485 

860 
457 

92,948i 63,289i 

3,873 3,180 

20,366 '/9,768 

2,834 2,118 1,722 

7,801 7,543 

25,265i 15,256i 17,453i 

1,725 

35,677 38,107 
32,175 34,466 

720 627 

As percent Change 1n fl1ed~ 
of fil ed pending posed) per 

End End 100,000 
pending Disposed pending Number Percent population 

214 
8,875 79'.t 113'.t 1,593 2l'.t 263 

3,922 76'.t 175'.t 544 16'.t 237 
2,413 75'.t 182'.t 336 16'.t 139 
1,509 77'.t 163'.t 208 16'.t 97 

2,151 90'.t 127'.t 177 9$ 181 
1,547 84'.t 143'.t 178 13'.t 116 

604 100'.t 99'.t -1 -1'.t 65 

33, 91 O~ 10l'.t 3110 
22,9341 107'.t 1-1,429) 198 

158 7l'.t 46'.t 99 168'.t 3 
10,818 95'.t 56'.t 985 10'.t 178 

8,774 97'.t 157'.t 153 2'.t 177 
6,979 99% 196'.t 50 1'.t 113 
1,795 95'.t 88'.t 103 6'.t 65 

65,708 94'.t 105'.t 3,973 6'.t 852 

58,942 93'.t 132'.t 3,335 6'.t 606 
6,766 96'.t 37'.t 638 1O'.t 246 

214 
114 

68'.t i (29,659)i 40Di 

82'.t (693) 136 

97'.t (598) 215 

3,230 8a 153'.t 396 14'.t 188 

971; (258) 185 

23,068i 1141;i 15]'.ti -2,557i -lO'.ti 165i 

219 

1D7'.t (-2,430) 202 
10n (-2,291 ) 183 

87'.t (93) 110 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 19: 
Tort caseload for trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

State and court title 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS (con't) 

Tennessee--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••.•••••. 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••• 
General Sessions Court ••••••••••••••• 

Texas--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court at Law and Constitutional 

County Court ..................... .. 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••• 

Utah-:District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Clrcuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Washington--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace •••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

4,533 

13,887 

1,416 

4,013 

Begin 
pending 

31,052 

15,392 

• 

As percent 
of filed 

Change 1n 
pending 

End End 
Filed Disposed pending _D~is~p~o~se~d~~p~e~n~di~n~g Number Percent 

9,803 
311 
531 

16,926 15,535 32,444 92% 192% 1,392 4% 
9,853 10,137 15,108 103% 153~ -284 -2t 

864 

6,968 6,25Bi 

F11ea (dis
posed) per 
100,000 

population 

216 
7 

12 

122 

71 

61 

174 

Note: ~;~!e~h~~r~a~~~l~~:~ ~~et~~b!~b~i ~~~{SW~~~l~tn~~a~! ~~~r~~~~;dS~~~!f!~~!~yc~~~~i~~~idata on the nLmber of torts. States were excluded 
C?U~t separated torts from other civil actions, and it was clear that other courts in ~~!ti~t:~~ ~~dij~r~~~~~~ionH~~:~erfV~~en ~~e state 
~!!in~O~~~~~~l~~:a~~!t!h~!t~~d not fall under the jurisdiction of a specific small claims structure, then the state wasCcateg~~iZ~~sas 
81ank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less than 9~ complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

* = These courts do not use filing of a petition as the unit of count. Check the state profi1e to identify the specific unit of count. 
iData are incomplete: 

California--Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the re ortin eri d 
Michigan--Circuit Court--Caseload data were unavailable for Arenac, Jackson and Mason count~es. gpo. 
Ohio~-Court of Co~on Pleas--Pending data were unavailable for all tort case types. 
Washlngton--Superlor Court--One court location did not report disposition data for 1979. 
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Contract caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting contract caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 populE'tion. 

State As percent Change in Filed (d1s-
population of filed pending posed) per 

State and court title in Begin End End 100,000 
thousands peNding Filed Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent pOEulation 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Kansas--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2,347 32,159 1,370 
Oklahoma--District Court ••••••••••••••••• 2,970 20,389 22,969 17,860 15,498 77~ 67~ -4,891 -23~ 773 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 950 6,485 10,401 9,494 7,392 91% 71% 907 14~ 1,095 
Circuit Court ........................ 1,914 1,596 1,186 2,324 74~ 146~ 410 21% 168 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,571 8,805 8,308 5,068 94% 58~ 497 11% 927 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Alaska--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 402 1,487 370 
Di~trict Court (District Division) •• , ~.,414 849 
District Court (Magistrate's Division) 

Florida--Circuit Caurt ••••••••••••••••••• 9,471 30,539 22,991 75~ (7,548) 322 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maine--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 1,125 2,005 1,427 1,254 2,178 88% 153% 173 9% 127 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 4,223 5,969 4,837 81% (1,132) 141 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Montana--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 789 5,573 706 
Justice Court, City Court and 

'~unicipa1 Court .................... 
New York--Civil Court of the City of 

New York ........................... 17,634 20,198 20,217 100% (-19) 115 
Supreme Court and County c.ourt ••••••• 
Town and Village Justice Court ••••••• 
District Court and City Court •••••••• 

North Dakota--District Court ••••••••••••• 652 3,851 3,582 93~ (269) 591 
tounty Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Justice Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Ohio--County Court , •••••••••••••••••••••• 10,799 1,097 5,271 4,699 1,669 89% 32t 572 52t 49 
Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 59,429 185,475 179,206 65,698 97% 35% 6,269 11t 1,718 

Puerto Rico--Superior Court •••••••••••••• 3,165 459 438 439 458 100% 105% -1 -u 14 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T(mnessee-~Circuit Court ................. 4,533 2,486 55 
Law and Equity Court ••••••••••••••••• 313 7 
Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,447 98 
General Sessions Court ••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••• 

Texas--County Court at Law, Constitutional 
County Court, and Probate Court •••• 13,887 45,368 28,319 27,710 45,977 !l8% 162t 609 1'.1; 204 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Pe~ce Court ••••••••••• 

16,138i Washington--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 4,013 22,469 560 
Justices of the Peace •••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--County District Court •••••••• 7,373 34,482 164,641 163,634 35,489 99% 22t 1,007 3t 2,233 
*Superfor Court •••••••••••••• ~ •••••••• 

Note: Staten were included in this table only when at least one court specifically provided data on the number of contracts. States were 
excluded from this table when the number of contracts could nDt be segregated from other civil actions in any of its courts. However, 

i·-w:'eri one state court separated contracts from other civil actions, and it was clear that other courts in that state had jurisdiction t 
over ciVil actions with monetary damages that did not fall under the jurisdiction of a specific small claims structure, then the state 
was categorized as having incomplete state data. 
Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less than 9~ complete, or that the calculations were 1nappropriate. 

• • These courts do not use filing of a pet1t10n as the unit of count. Check the state profile to identify the specific unit of count. 
.. 

fData are incomplete: 

Washfngton--~uperior Court··One court location did not report disposition data for 1979. 
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'TABLE 21: r , Small claims caseload for trial courts, 1979. I State population. Courts reporting small claims caseload. Oisposed and end pending as a percent of filed, Number and percent j! 

t 
, 

change in pending, cited per 100,000 population. 

I 'I State As percent Change in Fil ed (dis- 1-population of filed ~endin!! posed) r \' ! State As percent Change in Filed (dis-State and court title in Begin End End 100,000 U 

1 
population of filed ~endin!! posed) per thousands ~endin!! Filed Ois~osed ~endin!! Dis~osed ~endin!! Number Percent ~o~ulation State and court title in Begin End End 100,000 
thousands ~endin!! Filed Dis~osed ~endin!! Dis~osed ~endinll Number Percent ~o!:!ulation COMPLETE STATE DATA I-

f Exclusive court jurisdiction: I, 
INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't) 

~ New YorK--District Court and City Cour't ... 17,634 47,328 46,462 98'1 (866) 268 Alabama--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2,869 85,330 89,188, 
331 i 

105'1 (-3,858) 2,974 t Town and Village Justice Court •••••••• Connecticut--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 3,100 86,356 410' 2,786 Civil Court of the City of New YorK ••• Guam--Superior Cour't ...................... 104 3,266 2,129 1,015 4,380 48'1 206'1 1,114 34'1 2,047 

l' Hawaii--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 950 480 1,370 1,382 468 101t 34'1 -12 -3t. 144 Oregon--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 2,578 11,252 46,902 46,570 11,584 99'1 25t. 332 3':; 1,819 I11inois--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 11,423 48,236 180,486 176,762 47,044 98':; 26t -1,192 -3':; 1,580 Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
- ' 

Iowa--District Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,917 15,265 78,141 81,372 12,034 1104t. 15':; -3,231 -2a 2,679 I Pennsy1vania--Phi1ade1phia Kansas--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 2.347 11,875 506 

! 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 11,374 3,799 28,179 28,001 3,917 99':; 14':; 118 3':; 237 KentucKy--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 3,644 28,435 21,9J4 nt. (6,531) 780 District Justice Court •••••••••••••••• 

Maine--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,125 1 B,832 15,647 83;; (3,185) 1,674 
l,077i Utah--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,416 15,251 i 

Missouri--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 4,889 13,362 11.124 83':; (2,238) 273 

!' 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• New Jersey--County District Court ••••••••• 7,373 6,743 42,247 40,669 8,321 96':; 2Q'l; 1,578 23':; 573 

North Caro1ina--District Court •••••••••••• 5,802 179,088 173,730 97':; 5,358 3,087 
OK1ahoma--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2,970 54,647 78,071 74,416 58,302 95':; 74':; 3,655 6':; 2,628 Note: BlanK spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less than 9Q'l; complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

Rhode Is1and--District Court •••••••••••••• 957 8,161 5,869 72t. (2,292) 853 * " These courts do not use the ffling of a petition or complaint as the unit of count. CheCK the state profile to identify the unit of count. South DaKota--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 689 13,014 10,201 78':; (2,813) l,B89 
Vermont--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 506 1,710 6,822, 6,715 1,817 98':; 2n 107 6t. 1,348 iData are incomplete: Wisconsin--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 4,666 58,469' 56,156i 96,:;i (2,313) i l,253i Connecticut--Superior Court--Disposition data were unavailable for small claims cases not handled by the Housing Sessions. 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior Court •••••• 656 1,953 28,882 29,043 1,792 lOU 6':; -161 -8t. 4,403 
Michigan--District Court--Data were unavailable from the courts in Barry, Ecoise, Kentwood, Livonia and Newaygo. 
Utah··-Circuit Court--Data were unavailable from the court located in American ForK. 
Wisconsin--Circuit Court--A11 data were available for MilwauKee County; however, only contested cases were available for the rest of the 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: state. 

Ca1ifornia--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 23,255 496,999 371,335 75t. (125,664) 2,137 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 34,072 25,643 75':; (8,429) 147 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 462,927 345,692 75':; (117,235) 1,991 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 933 3,338 15,584 14,547 4,375 93t. 28':; 1,037 3a 1,670 
i District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 3 1 2 33':; 6n 2 <1 

~ 
Magistrate's Division ••••••••••••••••• 3,338 15,581 14,546 4,373 93t. 287- 1,035 3a 1,670 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 5,746 126,617 2,204 
District Court Department ••••••••••••• 122,163 87,552 72t. (34,611) 2,126 
Housing Court Department •••••••••••••• 1,920 33 
Boston Municipal Court Department ••••• 2,534 648 26t. (1,886) 44 

ij Nebraska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,564 13,410 857 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,694 10,728 10Q'l; (-34) 684 I Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,716 174 

1 North DaKota--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 652 6,207 6,103 98t. (104) 952 
County Court with Increased 

5,108 5,042 99':; (66) 783 ! Jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Justice Court •••••••••••••••••• 1,099 1,061 9]t. (38) 169 

j 
Ohio--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,799 15,701 90,607 88,316 17,992 97t. 2Q'l; 2,291 15t. 839 

11 County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,466 12_,327 12,357 1,436 10Q'l; 12t. -30 -2t. 114 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 14,235 78;280 75,959 16,556 97t. 2a 2,321 16t. 725 I 

4,013 25,339 631 
,I 

Washington--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• I District Court and Justices of the 
631 I Peace ............................... 4'lO13 25,339 

I 
! 

\1 912 '. , *New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 26,796 2,938 J 
1 *District Court ........................ 26,130 2,865 ~ 

*Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 666 73 I 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 1 
AlasKa--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 402 6,737 9,529 8,534 8,386 9Q'l; 887- 1,649 25" 2,370 

I Magi strate's Cqurt .................... 
2,849 1,980 12,242 11,231 2,991 92" 24" 1,011 51" 430 Colorado--County Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Denver Superior Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Indfana--Superior Court and 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,475 14,078 38,360 33,972 18,466 89" 48" 4,388 31" 701 
County Court .......................... 20,502 64,686 61,416 23,772 95" 37" 3,270 16" 1,181 
Small Claims Court of Marion County ••• 

Michfgan--Common Pleas Court of Detroit ••• 9,249 l,526
i 

2,568 2,247 469 88t.
1 

18$ -1,057 i -69'J, 28 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,106 80,760i 77 ,553i 9,313f 96" 12'.ti 3,207 53t.i 873i 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 10 10 0 100 0 -<1 
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TABLE 22: 
Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting real property rights caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

Stete and court title 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 
Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alaska--Superior Court ••••.••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 
Guam--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Illinois--C1rcuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Montana--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Washington--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 

*District of Columbia--Superior Court •••••• 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court, Denver Superior Court 
and Denver Probate Court •••••••••••••• 
Water Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ci rcui t Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Land Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ....... ,,' ............... . 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dfstrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 
Ca1ifornia--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Del aware--Superi or COUl't ..... .. ........ .. 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 

Florida--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts--Housfng Court Department ••• 
Land Court Department ••••••••••••••••• 
District Court Department ••••••••••••• 
Superi or Court Department ••••••••••••• 
Boston Munfcipa1 Court Department ••••• 

,~ichigan--Common Pleas Court of Detroit .. . 
District Court ....................... . 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nebraska--County Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New York--Supreme Court and County Court ••• 
Civil Court of the City of New York ••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Town and Village Justice Court •••••••• 

North Dakota--District Court •••••••••••••• 
County Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction ....................... . 

Ohio--County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylva~la--Phl1ade1phia Municipal Court. 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates , •••••••••• 
District JUstice Court •••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

in 
.. thousands 

402 
3,100 

104 
11 ,423 

2,347 
789 

2,970 
4,013 

656 

2,849 

9~0 

4,223 

3,165 

23,255 

599 

9,471 

5,746 

9,249 

1.564 

17 .634 

652 

10,799 

11.874 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 

Change in 
pending 

Begin 
pending Ff 1 ed Of sposed pendf ng .;..D.;...i s:.<P""o.;:.se;:.,;d'---.....Ip;;...;e"'n.:;;,d''''''· n:..il.g Number Percent 

274 
o 2,434 

124 29 
1,088 648 

9,779 
664 

5,124 8,000 
6,984 

7,909 102,938 

3,995 

1,387 
374 
89 

924 

7,405 
6,995 

410 

385 

7.287 

5,153 
2,134 

1,312 
204 
46 

1,062 

301,150 
3,586 

297,564 

8,423 
7,794 

629 

2,074 i 

658 

15,949 

6,869 
13,385 9,005 

23,103 

520 

34,864 42,822. 
4,426i 76,763' 

1251,263 

252 

167 
84,428 

702 

373 2,741 
14,536 54,659 

780 18,782 
2,119 

1,685 749 
38 115 

638 1,138 

7,352. 5,872 
3,834' 

103,429 7,418 

6,375 

4,263 
2,112 

1,218 
288 
125 
805 

3,180 

9.062 
8,387 

675 

1,301 i 

579 

14,776 

4,017 

1,481 
290 
10 

1,181 

6,766 
6,402 

364 

464 

7,857 14,533 
16,483 

399 

38,990 4,312 
74,625i 6,564i 
1,293 95 

266 

108 
82,159 

513 

2,772 342 
52,753 16,442 

18,350 1,212 
2,038 

69'.t 
131'.t 

98'.t 

9l'.t 

100'.t 

8n 
83'.t 
99'.t 

93'.t 
14l'.t 
272'.t 

76'.t 

89'.t 

10a'.t 
108'.t 
107'.t 

63'.t i 

8S'.t 

93'.t 

87'.t 
7l'.t 

77'.t 

9l'.t 
97'.ti 

102'.t 

106% 

113'.t 
97'.t 

73% 

10l'.t 
97'.t 

98'.t 
96'.t 

31'.t 
397'.t 
176'.t 

73'.t 

1B8% 

113'.t 
142'.t 

22'.t 
111'.t 

80% 
82'.t 
5B'.t 

7l'.t 

749 
-9 
50 

748 

-491 

(912) 

(890) 
22 

94 
-84 
-79 
257 

(406) 

-639 
-593 
-46 

(773)i 

79 

(1,173) 

161'.t l,14B 
(6,620) 

(121) 

-7'.t 
5'.t 

14'.t 

-6'.t 

~l'.t 

7'.t 
-22'.t 
-89% 

28'.t 

-9'.t 
-9'.t 

-11'.t 

2l'.t 

9'.t 

lOt -30,552. -B8'.t 
9%i 2, JgB' 48'.ti 
B'.t "-30 -24'.t 

12'.t 
30% 

(-14) 

(-21 ) 
(2,269) 

(189) 

-31 
1,906 

-8% 
13% 

432 55% 
(811 

Filed (dis
posed) per 
100,000 

popullltion 

68 
79 
28 
6 

417 
84 

269 
174 

15,692 

256 

181 
75 

138 
21 
5 

112 

7,131 
85 

7,046 

266 
246 

20 

9i 

110 

168 

120 
157 
402 

9 

463 
830i 

14 

16 

1 
479 

108 

25 
506 

158 
18 

1 

11 
l~ 
1 

1 

! 
I 
,\ 
I 

State and court title 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't) 

Tennessee--Ci rcui t Court ................. . 
Law and Equity Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
General Sessions Court ••••••.••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••• 

Texas--County Court at Law •••••••• •••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah--Di~trict Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Virginia--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

*New Hampshirr--Dfstrict Court ••••••••••••• 
Municipal Ccurt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--Cnunty District Court ••••••••• 
*Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

4,533 

13,887 

1,416 

5,325 

912 

7,373 

As percent 
of filed 

Change in 
pending 

Begin 
pending 

End End 
Filed Disposed pending. ~D.!.:ls~p:.:::o::;se::..:d:..-...Ip:.::ec::.nd::.;i:.:;n""g ~~ 

1,641 

711 
110 

2,025 

546 

81 

1,076 

2,123 
18 

470 1,717 

972 

4,151 106,661 102,868 7,944 

86'.t 314% 76 5'.t 

90% (104) 

96'.t 3,793 9l'.t 

81 

Filed (dis-
posed) per 
100,000 

population 

16 
2 

45 

4 

6 

20 

233 
2 

1,447 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less than 90% complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

t d t f,'ling of a petition or complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile to identify the specific unit of 
* c These cour s 0 no use 

count. 

, , 
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TABLE 23: 
Domestic relations caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting domestic relations caseload, Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending, Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alabama--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Florida--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
~eorgia--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Guam--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawaii--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho··-DISTRICT COURT TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 

Dis~rict D)vis~o~ : •••••.•••••••••••••• 
Maglstrate s Dlvlsl0n ••••••••••••••••• 

Illinois--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Iowa--District Court ••.••••••••.•••••••••• 
Kansas--District Court ••••••••••.••••••••• 
Kentucky--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Montana--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
New Mexico--District Court •••••••••••••••• 
North Carolina--District Court •••••••••••• 

North Dakota--District Court •••••••••••••• 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--District Court •••••••••••••••••. 
Pennsylvania--Court of Common Pleas ••••••• 

South Dakota--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 
Texas--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--District Court ••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Washington--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia--Circuit Court •••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 

*District of Columbia--Superior Court •••••• 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Arkansa~--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery and Probate Court •••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado--STATE COURT ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and Denver 

Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connecticut--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Virginia--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ., ....................... . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL •• , •••••••••••••••• 
*Superior Court (Chanc~ry Division) •••• 
Juvenile and Domest1c Relations Court •• 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

2,869 
402 

9,471 
5,391 

104 
950 
933 

11,423 
2,917 
2,347 
3,644 

4,223 
789 

1,281 
5,802 

652 
10,799 
2,970 

11,874 

689 
13,887 
1,416 
4,013 
1,939 
4,666 

656 

2,269 

2,849 

3,100 

599 

2,578 

3,165 

506 

li,325 

7,373 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 

Change ln 
pending 

Begin 
pending Filed Disposed pending .;;nc.:.i::Jsp:.:o:.::s.:::ed=--_pt:.:e::!.n~d~in~g .~umber Percent 

43,956 

725 
10,36o.i 
7,007 
1,674 
5,333 

46,809 
5,970 

79,497 
61,016 

955 
14,467j 
14,224 

2,059 
12,165 

71,097 104,375 
948 

9,375i 26,882 
33,183 

44,369 
2,291 9,487 
6,691 18,236 

54,063 

4,870 
26,968i 97,776 
23,851 41,359 
29,010 118,404 

3,752 
97,424 160,585 

10,746 
46,238 

278 1,308 
36,527 

0, ~:)5 7,877 

30,420 
15,81 9 28,534 

1,886 

47,840 

47,840 

20,020 
14,032 17,275 

2,745 

15,079 
185 304 

14,775 

28,978 
13,1 71 i 28,967 

11 

15,227 
14,958 

269 

3,013 
2,714 

172 
127 

34,280 
30,707 
3,573 

5,216 
3,288 

717 
1,211 

88,503 
33,252 
55,251 

108,346 
7,9781 27,468 
7,035 80,878 

48,832 

71 ,976 
56,508 

526 
12,921j 
13,107 

2,066 
11,041 

44,222 

1,154, 
11,906.1 
8,124 
1,667 
6,457 

104,333 65,710 
762 

24,227i 10,011 i 
29,828 

36,646 
7,877 

17,452 
52,601 

4,537 
98,078 
38,393 

112,915 

3,9.')1 
7,249 

26,813i 
26,817 
33,632 

156,240 101,769, 

34,028i 
1,?54 322 

28,907 

7,105 9,077 

26,805i 15,833i 

43,604 

43,604 

18,948 12,359 

, 308 181 

26,795i 13,249i 

36,206 
32,731 
3,475 

5,097 
3,144 

785 
1,168 

80,618 
31,155 
49,463 

13,301 
12,934 

367 

3,132 
2,858 

104 
170 

7,3121 

104% 

91% 
93~ 

55% 
89%J 
92% 

100% 
91% 

100% 
80% 

90% 

83% 
83% 
96% 
97% 

93% 
100% 

92% 
95% 

97% 

97% 
79% 

90% 

91% 

91% 

110% 

101% 

106% 
107% 

97% 

98% 
96'1. 

109% 
96'l, 

91% 
94'l, 
90% 

28,102i 
80,619 7,294 'j 00% 

72% 

121% 
82%J • 
57% 
81% 
53% 

63% 

41% 
40% 

64% 
28% 

25% 

115% 

72% 

60% 

39% 
42% 
10% 

60% 
87% 
15% 
14'1, 

9% 

(-2,023) 

(7,521) 
266 

429 
1,54sj 
1,117 

-7 
1,124 

1% 

59% 
15%J 
16% 
-1% 
21% 

-5,387 -8% 
(186l 
6361 6'l,i 

(3,355) 

(7,723) 
1,610 70% 

558 8% 
(1,462) 

(333) 
(-302) 
2,966 12% 
4,622 16% 

(4,345) 4% 

44 16% 
(7,620) 

772 

(4,236) 

(4,236) 

9% 

-1,673 -12% 

-4 -2% 

-1,926 -13'l. 
-2,024 -14'l, 

98 36% 

119 4% 
144 5% 
-68 -40% 

43 34'1, 

(7,885) 
(2,097) 
(5,788) 

-66(ji -8%1 
259 4'1, 

Flied (dlS
posed) per 
100,000 

population 

1,632 
1,485 

839 
1,132 

918 
1,52Jj 
1,525 

221 
1,304 

914 
33 

1,145 
911 

1,051 
1,202 
1,424 

932 

747 
905 

1,392 
997 

545 
1,156 

759 
1,152 

67 
783 

1,201 

1,341 
1,258 

83 

1,679 

1,679 

646 
557 
89 

2,517 
51 

2,467 

1,124 
1,124 

I 

1,083 
970 
113 

1,031 
650 
142 
239 

1,662 
625 

1,038 

1,469 
373 

1,097 

i .. 
1, 

L , 
I 

1 
I l State and court titl e 
j' 
I 

l " INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 
r 
1 
1 
I 
l I, 
L 
! 

I 
t 
l 
i: 

Arizona--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Cijlifornia--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
Indiana--Superior Court and Circuit Court •• 

Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maine--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts--Probate and Family Court 
Department •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

Superior Court Department ••••••••••••• 
District Court Department ••••••••••••• 
Boston Municipal Court Department ••••• 

Michigan--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

Nebraska--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 
County Court .......................... . 
Separate Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••• 

New York--Supreme Court ••••••.•••••••••••• 
Family Court ......................... . 
Surrogate's Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

. Rhode Island--Family Court •••••••••••••••• Ii,','. Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tennessee--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 

I
i Law and Equity Court ................ .. 
, Chancery Court ••.••••••••••.•••••••••• 

General Sessions Court •••••••••••••••• I Trial Justice Court .................. . 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

2,639 
23,255 
5,,475 

1,125 

5,746 

9,249 

1,564 

17,634 

957 

4,533 

As percent 
of filed 

Begin 
pending 

End End 
F 11 e d 0 i sp 0 se d pend i n g .:;D..:..i::Js p:..:o:.::s,::.ed=--_p.:.:e:.::n:.::d.:,:i n""g 

23,709i 43,673~ 43,159~ 24,223i 
175,7461 149,3121 

54,456 77,103 77,283 53,736 

1,534 1,800 

33,063 

4,374 
241 

1,649 

2,328 
241 

1,685 

51,839i 128,I66i 126,857i 53,148i 

13,792 
1,211 

12,991 
1,219 

3,511 10,259, 9,948, 3,822 
32,055 271,2151 269,3071 31,855i 

3,197 

5,817 

27,883 
2,677 

19,749 

12,161 

98'l,i 
85%i 

100% 

92% 

53% 
100% 

99%i 

94% 
101% 

97% 
99%i 

55%i 

70% 

94% 

37%, 
12%1 

I' *New Hampshi re--Superi or Court ••••••••••••• 912 
• *Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,787 

Change in 
pending 

Number Percent 

514i 2%i 
(26,434)i 

-720 -1% 

151 

(2,046) 

1 , 309i 

(801) 
(-8) 

10% 

311 9% 
(I,908)i 

83 

Filed (dlS
posed) per 
100,000 

population 

l,654i 
756i 

1,408 

160 

575 

76 
4 

l,386i 

882 
77 

58 
1,538i 

(18) 

608 

614 
59 

436 

(1,333) 
306 

i
~ Note: All available data that are at least 90% complete are entered in the Table. 

or less than 90% complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 
Blank spaces indicate thdt either the data were unavailable 

i I * = These courts do not use filing of a petition or complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile to identify the specific unit of 
: count. 

1 iData are incomplete: 
~ Arizona--Superior Court--Data de not include adoption cases from Maricopa County. 

j 

1 
,j 
.; 
j 

Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court--Di sposed and end-pending total s do not include adoptf on cases. 
California--Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting pp-riod. 
Kansas--District Court--Pending and disposed figures do not include adoption cases. 
Michigan--Circuit Court--Caseload data were unavailable for Arenac, Jackson or Mason Counties. 
New Jersey--Superior Court--Pending and disposed figures do not include contested adoption cases. 
New York--Family Court--Filed, disposed and end-pending figures dr, not include case activity in Queens County during December. 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas--Pending data were not reported for all civil cate90ries, 
Oregon--Circuit Court--Pending and dispOSition figures do not include adoption cases. 1 Washington--Superior Court':·-Incomplete disposition data were reported for one court location. 

,! 

I jExplanation of data included in the category: 
~ ", •• H--Cin'" C""--D'~'t" ~1.t1'" i~l,d" .11 00",1 , .. ,th "'". 

f ,~ 

n , 
I 
! 
1 
! 
.I 
,;I 

't 
1 
J 

~ 
"j 

\1 



~.--~----------------~----------~----------------~-----------------~~---

jQ 

84 
\ 

TABLE 24: \ 85 

Estate case load for trial courts, 1979. l 

State population. Courts reporting estate caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed, Number and percent change \ 
in pending, Filed per 100,000 population. 

f 
I 

I' State As percent Change in Filed (dlS- Ii Fl1ed (dis-population of filed ~endin~ posed) per II 
State As percent Change ln 

posed) per State and court title in Begin End End 100,000 ~ State and court ti tl e 
population of filed ~ending 

thousands pending Filed Dis~osed pending Dis~osed . pending Number Percent ~o~ulation in Begin Er.d Ener- 100,000 
thousands ~ending Filed Dis~osed ~ending Dis~osed ~ending Number Percent ~o~u1ation 

COMPLETE STATE UATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 
r INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't) 
u 
! Tennessee--Law and Equity Court ••••••••••• 4,533 178 4 , 31 A1aska--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 402 908 226 ! Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,406 

Arizona--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2,639 28,658 8,146 11 ,315 25,489 139'); 313'); -3,169 -11'); 309 Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 104 2 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court •••••• 2,269 7,368 325 Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut--Probate Court •••••••••••••••• 3,100 42,437 1,369 County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

j 

De1aware--Court of Chance~ ••••••••••••••• 599 '7,163 2,240 2,084 7,319 93'); 
..; Texas--County Court at Law, 

327'); 156 2$ 374 Cnnstitutiona1 County Court, and 
Florida--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 9,471 42,843 40,499 95'); (2,344) 452 Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 13,887 62,787 452 
Guam--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 104 927 174 24 1,077 14'); 619'); 150 16'); 167 District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
Hawaii--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 950 7,450 1,817 1,535 7,732 84% 426'); 282 4'); 191 

Idaho--District Court Total ............... 933 4,602 3,982 3,963 4,621 100% 116'); 19 <:1'); 427 I Minnesota--County Court* ••••••••••••••••••• 4,038 10,5('>7i 9,296i 15,028 88%i (1,211)i 260i 

District Court Division ••••••••••••••• 14 4 6 12 150'); 300'); -2 -14'); ';1 District Court* •••••••••••••••••••••••• 242 303 490 12:·% 202'); (-61) 6 
Magistrate's Division ••••••••••••••••• 4,588 3,978 3.,957 4,609 99% 116'); 21 <.1'); 426 Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,417 3,484 8,486 79'); 192'); (933) 109 

I11inois--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 11 ,423 89,516 32,530 35,113 86,933 108'); 267'); -2,58:f -3'); 285 I New Jersey--Superior Court* •••••••••••••••• 7,373 953 13 
Iowa--District Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,917 23,479 20,640 88'); (2,839) 805 Surrogate's Court •••••••••.•••••••••••• 

Kansas--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 2,347 11,625 9,652 83'); (1,973) 495 
Massachusetts--Probate and Family Court Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less than 90'); complete, or that the calculations ·were inappropriate. 

Department .............................. 5,746 55,325 963 Check the state profile to identify the specific unit Missouri--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 4,889 12,436 10,751 86% (1,685) 254 * = These courts do not use the filing of a petition or complaint as the unit of count. 
~'ontana--Di stri ct Court ................... 789 5,044 3,337 2,766 5,615 83'); 168'); 571 11'); 423 of count. 
Nebraska--County Court •••••••••••••••••••• 1,564 10,940 11,343 104'); (-403) 700 

North Caro1ina--Superior Court •••••••••••• 5,802 47,012, 
iData are incomplete: 

32,926 31,378 48,560, 95'); 147'); 1,548 3'); 568 I Ca1ifornia--Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting period. 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••• 10,799 70,5331 76,6.31 76,827 69,021 1 100% (-196) 710 I New York--Famf1y Court--Filed, disposed and end-pending figures do not include data from Queens County during December. 
Ok1ahoma--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 2,970 15,973 14,023 12,148 17,848 86'); 127'); 1,875 11% 472 

I 
Ohio--Court of Common P1eas--Pending data were not available for all civil categories. 

Pennsy1vania--Court of Common Pleas ••••••• 11,874 1,466 19,787 19,723 1,469 100'); 7% 3 <1'); 167 Vermont--Probate Court--Pending data do not include hearings for cases commenced prior to Janua~ 1,1970. 
South Dnkota--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 689 4,602 668 

Utar.--District Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,416 3,496. 3,464 2,650 4,311, 77'); 124'); 815 23'); 245 
I 

Vermont--Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••• 506 10,5001 3,039 2,538 11,1011 8n (501) 601 ! Washington--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 4,013 13,536 8,149 60'); (5,387) 337 
Wisconsin--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 4,666 42,406 40,924 97'); (1,482) 909 I 
Wyoming--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 432 2,190 507 I 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior Court •••••• 656 3,380 2,563 2,324 3,619 9U 14U 239 
J 

7'); 391 

I *New Hampshire--Probate Court •••••••••••••• 912 12,997 1,425 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Co1orado--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,849 7,601 10,332 136');' ~. (-2,731) 267 , District Court and Denver 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,849 7,601 10,332 136'); (-2,731) 267 

Indiana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 5,475 81,746 26,167 24,774 83,139 95'); 318'); 1,393 2'); 478 'I Superior Court and Circuit Court •••••• 72,584 21,074 19,909 73,749 94% 350% 1,165 2$ 385 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9,162 5,093 4,865 9,390 96'); 184'); 228 2$ 93 

r North Dakota--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 652 3,680 2,864 78'); (816) 564 I District Court ......................... 38 14 37% (24) 6 
County Court with Increased 

t~ Jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,050 1,566 76'); (484) 314 
County Probate Court •••••••••••••••••• 3,495 1,592 1,284 3,803 8U 239'); 308 9'); 244 

11 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,578 15,580 6,873 6,894 15,561 100'); 226',1; -19 -U 267 
Circuit Court ......................... 15,12? 6,669 6,702 15,096 100'); 226'); -31 -U 259 
District Court ••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 77 62 55 84 89'); 135'); 7 9'); 2 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 376 142 137 381 96',1; 268$ 5 n; 6 t 

1 II 
IJ 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA I 
I 

j Ca1ifornia--Superior Cou'rt ................ 23,255 62,826 i 60,8831 97%i Cl,943)i 270i 
I 

l 
Kentucky--Distr1ct Court •••••••••••••••••• 3,644 30,579 17,940 59'); (12,639) 839 I 1 

Circuit Court ......................... 

Mary1and--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 4,223 595 566 95'); (29) 14 .<C," 

.,J 

Orphan's Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New York--Fam11y Court •••••••••••••••••••• 17 ,634 243 591i 6431 193i 108,);i 33,);i (-50)i .--" -31~:z 

Surrogates' COU!,t ••••••••••••••••••••• 72,913 (4W' 
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TABLE 25: 
Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting mental health caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and cour. title 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

A1aska--Superfor Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arizona--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court •••••• 
Ca1ifornfa--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••• 

F10rida--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
I11inois--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Oistrict Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Montana--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampshire--Probate Court •••••••••••••• 
Ohi o--Court of COnJllon P1 ea.s ••••••••••••••• 
Ok1ahoma--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania--Court of COJlll!on Pleas ••••••• 

South Dakota--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Oistrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Washington--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia--Circuit Court •••••••••••••• 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior Court •••••• 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Co10rado--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court, Denver Probate Court 

and Denver Juvenile Court •••••••••••• 
Connecticut--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 
District Court Department ••••••••••••• 
Boston Municipal Court Department ••••• 

Oregon--~TATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Minnesota--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court* ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court* •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

INCOf.jPLETE STATE DATI. 

New York--Fami1y Court •••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

North Dakota--County Court with Increased 
Jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Justice Court .................. . 

Tennessee--Ci rcui t Court ••• " •••••••••• , •••• 
Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••• : •••• 
Law and Equity Court ......... ,,,; •••••• 
County Court •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

402 
2,639 
2,269 

23,255 
599 

9,471 
11,423 
2,347 
3,644 

789 

912 
10,799 
2,970 

11,874 

689 
1,416 
4,013 
1,939 

656 

2,849 

2,849 
3,100 

5,746 

2,578 

506 

4,038 

17,634 

652 

4,533 

Begin 
pending 

104 

1,525 

94 

829 
597 

373 

67 

1,268 

1,268 

69 

52 
51 
1 

24 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 

Change in 
pending 

Fil ed Oi sposed pending ",D.:..;i s~p.:o;os::c:e:.=d ___ .t:;pe:.:.;nc=.di:.:.;n:.><.g Number Percent 

315 
1,061 

1,086 
3,558i 3,51 Oi 

674 650 

13,570 12,779 
9,2.43 9,386 
2,519. 
2,181J 2,544-i 

411 282 

164 
8,609 
2,708 
7,914 

616 
908 

4,386 
2,311 

877 

3,043 

3,043 
1,722 

202 
1,520 

2,651 
2,616 

35 
3,738 
3,736 

2 
579 
579 

o 

8,436 
2,676 
8,024 

957 
1,436 
2,276 

825 

3,031 

3,031 

197 

2,304 
2,269 

35 

497 
497 

o 
2,851 2,509 
1,889 1,442 

962 .1,067 

376 
518 
46 

42 

128 

1,916 

223 

861 
300 

408 

118 

1,280 

1,280 

74 

134 
;33 

1 

692 
245 
447 

01 

'99$i 
96$ 

94$ 
102.$ 

ll1$j 
69$ 

98$ 
98$ 

lOa 

1C5$ 
33$ 
98'.1\ 

94'.1\ 

100$ 

100$ 

98$ 

37'.11 
87'.1\ 

100$ 

86$ 
86$ 

88$ 
76$ 

111$ 

19$ 

21$ 

54$ 

18$ 

13'.1\ 

42$ 

42'.1\ 

37':. 

23$ 
23$ 

24$ 
13$ 
46$ 

(48)i 
24 23$ 

(791 ) 
391 26$ 

(-363)j 
129 131$ 

(173) 
32 3$ 

-297 -50$ 

(-49) 
(2,95D) 

35 9$ 

51 76$ 

12 a 

12 a 
5 7':. 

(347) 
(347) 
( 0) 

82 158$ 
82 161$ 
o 

(342) 
1447) 

(-105) 

Filed (dlS
posed) per 
100,000 

popul ation 

78 
(40) 
48. 
151 

113 

143 
81 

107 
6o.i 
52 

18 

11 I 
89 I 
64 I 

109 l 
119 ' 

134 

107 

107 
56 
7 

49 

46 
46 
1 

145 
145 

1 
114 
114 

71 
47 
24 

(6) 

8 
11 
1 

--------~.------------------------------------------------------.------------------
Note: BhJlk spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or 1es!o than 90$ complete, or that the calculations were inappropriat.~. 

* = These courts do not use the filing of a petition or complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile to identify the specific unit 
of count. "" 

iData are incomplete: 
Ca1ifornia--Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting period. 
New York--Fami1y Court--Fi1ed, disposed and end-pending figures do not include case activity in Queens County during December. 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
Kentucky--Circuit Court--Figures include competency hearings. 
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'.\ State population. Courts reporting civil appeal? caseload. Disposed and end pendmg as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
't;] Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979., . ' 

'1,'.1 change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 
d State As percent Change in 
fl population of filed --p.,£.nding 

Filed (dis
posed) per 
100,000 

popu1ation 

t
' i Begin End End 
i State and court title n di Filed Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent . 'I thousands _p~e~n~n!ll.g_!...!..:=.....:::.!.:::J:_=::;:"'...I_=::'=~_ -

r j CI»IPLETE STATE TOTALS 

n Exclusive court jurisdfctfon: 
~; 

De1aware--Superior Courta ••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--District Courta ••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--Circuit Courta •••••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Courta •••••••••••••••• 
:i North Dak,ota--Df stri ct Courta .....• ~ ... II 
:1 

599 
2,347 
3,644 

4,223 
652 
506 

394 216 
188 

1,135 

2,735 
159 
33a-1 

225 

1,009 

2,610 
134 
327j 

385 104$ 

89$ 

37gJ 

178$ -9 

(126) 

(125) 
(25] 
11 

36 
8 

31 

65 

Vermont--SuperioT Courta •••••••••••••••• 
'~I' - -
, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

F10rida--Circuit Courtb ••••••••••••••••• 
Utah--District Courtb ••••••••••••••••••• 
Virginia--Circuit courtb •••••••••••••••• 
Washington--Superior courtb ••••••••••••• 

9,471 
1,416 
5,325 
4,013 

734 
229 

2,538 
1,760 

477 
93 

i ,943 
603i 

65$ 
41$ 
77$ 

(257) 
(136) 

(595) 

8 
16 
48 
44 

- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .'. -- - - - - - --- - - - - - - - --
I11inojs--Circuit CourtC •••••••••••••••• 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior CourtC 

Not exclusive court jurfsdict10n: 

Co1orado--STATE TOTALa •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court and Denver 

Superior Courta ••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTALa ••••••••••••••••• 
Ci rcui t Courta .................... .. 
Law and Equ1ty Courta ••••••••••••••• 

11,423 

656 

2,849 

2,849 

4,533 

136,074 93,591 

640 447 

648 

648 

11,995 
8,377 

336 
3,282 

82,299 147,172 

543 

613 

613 

544 

88$ 

121$ 

95$ 

95$ 

157$ 

122$ 

11,098 

-96 

(35) 

(35) 

8$ 

-151. 

819 

68 

23 

23 

265 
185 

7 
72 

Chancery Courta ••••••••••••••••••••• 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ h. - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Hawaif--STATE TOTAlc •••••••••••••••••••• 
Distr'lct CourtC ................... .. 
Tax Appeal CourtC ••••••••••••••••••• 

Ohio--STATE TOTAlc •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Please •••••••••••••• 
Court of Claimsc •••••••••••••••••••• 

Ok1ahoma--STATE TOTALc •••••••••••••••••• 
Distrfct CourtC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cour~ of Bank Review' ••••••••••••••• 
Court of Tax Revi~w' •••••••••••••••• 

*Workers' Compensation CourtC •••••••• 

INCI»IPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Alaska--Superior Courta ••••••••••••••••• 
California--Superior Courta ••••••••••••• 
Idaho--District Courta •••••••••••••••••• 
Maine--Superior Courta •••••••••••••••••• 

Administrative CourtC ••••••••••••••• 

Massachusett~--Boston Municipal Court 
Department ....... ••• .... ·Ii··· .. ·· .. · . 

Superior Court Department •••••••••• 
District Court Departmentb ••••••••• , 

Michigan--Circuit Courtil ............... .. 
Court of C1aimsc ................... .. 

Montana--District Courta ................ . 

Nebraska--Workmens Compensation CourtC •• 
District Court" ., .................... . 

New York--County Courta ••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Claimsc •••••••••••••••••••• 

Oregoti'--Tax CourtC ..................... . 
Circuit Courta •••••••••••••••••••••• 

301 76 92 285 121$ 375$ -16 -5$ 8 
950 260 17 19 258 112.$ 1 ,518$ -2 -1$ 2 

41 59 73 27 124$ 46$ -14 -34$ 6 

10,799 

2,970 

402 
23,255 

933 
1,125 

5,746 

9,249 

789 

1,564 

17,634 

2,578 

3,855 
2,554 
l,3Q1 

509 
11 
o 

i37 
169 

4,714 
2,763 
1,951 

1,092 
5 
6 

196 
12,064 i 

275 
252 
355 

39 

1 ,000 f 1 ,098 i 
740 382 

398 

130 534 

5,999 

124 112 

4,299 
2,385 
1,914 

12,918 
1,052 

9 
6 

11,851 

11.622i 

276 
242 
375 

10 

1,0611 
481 

5ll 

5,150 

134 

4,400 
2,932 
1,468 

549 
1 
o 

236 
179 

l,O:17i 
641 

153 

102 

96$ 
180$ 
100$ 

26'.1\ 

97ii 
126i 

96$ 

86$ 

120$ 

93$ 
106$ 

75$ 

50i 
20$ 

86$ 
71$ 

29$ 

545 
378 
167 

40 
-10 

o 

(442) f 
-1 
10 

(-20) 

(29) 

23 

(849) 

-22 

14$ 
15$ 
13i 

18$ 

-18'.1\ 

44 
26 
18 

(434) 
::6 

-<1 
<1 

(399) 

49
i 52 

29 
22 
32 

12i 
4 

50 

34 

34 

4 

(continued on next page) 

j. 

L 



tL 44 44 lC • 

88 
TABLE 26: 
Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

State As percent Change 1n Filed (dis-
population of filed ~endinl! posed) per 

State and court title in Begin End End 100,000 
thousands ~endin!! Filed Oiseo~ed eendinl! Diseosed eendinl! Number Percent eo~ulation 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS (con't) 

Puerto Rico--Superior Courta •••••••••••• 3,165 169 138 146 161 106:1: 117:1: -8 -5:1: 4 
District CourtC ••••••••••••••••••••• 3 8 7 4 88:1: 50% 1 33':0 <1 

Texas--District Courta •••••••••••••••••• 13,887 70,657 28,708 26,950 72,414 94:1: 252:1: 1,757 2:t 207 
Constitutional County Courtb •••••••• 
County Court at Lawb •••••••••••••••• 

West Virginia--Circuit Courta ••••••••••• 1,939 32 1,446 1,372 106 95:1: 7:1: 74 231$ 75 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or less than 90% complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

* = These courts do not use the filing of a petition or complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile to identify the specific unit 
.of count. 

a = Trial courts that have appellate jurisdiction over judgments of other courts and administrative agencies. Courts with this footnote under 
incomplete state data may have reported either appeals from other courts' judgments, or administrative agencies, but not ~oth. 

b = Trial courts that have appellate jurisdiction over only the judgments of other courts. 
c = Trial courts that have appellate jurisdiction over only the decisions of administrative agencies. 

iData are incomplete: 
California--Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting period. 
Michigan--Circuit Court--Data were unavailable for Arenac, Jackson and Mason Counties. 
Washington--Superior Court--Incomplete data were received from one location. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Vermont--Superior Court--Data include criminal appeals as well as some habeas corpus and pastconviction remedy cases. 
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TABLE 27: Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 

Subject matter jurisdictions are visually 
quite apparent in Tables 27 and 38, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Ca:;e type" indicate 
what cas~ types were reported for each piece of 
trial data. These breakdowns were made to 
facilitate comparative analysis among courts and 
case types. Both general jurisdiction and limited 
jUrisdiction courts are inclUded. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B • 

Variations in case classifications and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classified in each case category vary from state 
to state. The categories "law" and "equity" have 
been added to the CSIM case types on Table 27 in 
order to accommodate those states that have 
reported trial data for cases they classify as 
"1 aw" and "equity." Overl ap exi sts between these 
categories and the CSIM case types, which focus on 
subject-matter rather than on the remedy sought. 

Variations in counting both cases and trials: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. Caseload cannot be 
compared among courts that do not count cases in 
the same way. 

The definitions used by each court to count 
trials are indicated in the third column in Tables 
27 and 38, the second column in Table 42. 
Comparisons can be made between courts that count 
trials in the same way. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Trials as a eercent of dispositions. Dividing 
the number of trlals conducted by the total number 
of cases disposed of for the appropriate case type 
results in the trial rate for that case type for 
the court. 

Jurt trials as a ~ercent of trials. Dividing 
the num er of jury tr als by the total number of 
trials conducted for that case type results in the 
proportion of trials that are trials by jury for 
that case type for the court. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons on these tables must be restricted 
to the court level, and must be controlled for 
case type, unit of count, and trial definitions. 
State totals have not been computed in order to 
avoid any temptation to compare "apple:; and 
oranges." 

Care should also be taken to compare only 
those courts that share similar rules regarding 
the availability of jury trials. For example, 
some states make it more difficult for a criminal 
defendant to waive a jury trial than other 
states. Similarly, in some states both parties to 
civil litigation must agree to a jury trial, while 
in other states one of the parties can demand a 
jury trial. 
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TABLE 27: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 
State and court. Civil case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of trials, trials as a percent of 
dispositions, number of jury trials, jury trials as a percent of dispositions and of trials. 

Case type for which trial data given 

state and court title 

Alaska: 
Superior Court ............ - + + + 
District COurtl ........... - + + 

+ + 
+ 

+ 

Arizona: 
Superior Court ............ + 
JustJ-:os of the Peace ••••• -

+ + + 
+ + 

+ + + + + + CalifornIa: 
Superior COurtl ........... - + 
Justice COurtl ............ - + 

+ 

MunIcIpal COurtl .......... - + 
+ 

Connectl cut: 
SuperIor courtl ........... + + + 

+ 

Delaware: 
Superior COurtl ........... + + 

District of ColumbIa: 
Superior COurt2 ........... + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

Florida: 
Circuit Court1 ............ - + + + + + 

County COurt l ............. + 
Georgia: 

Superior COurtl ........... - + 
;. 

state Court and Coulty 
COurtsl .......... : ....... -

Hawaii: 
Circuit courtl ............ - + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

olstrlctCOurtl ........... - + 
+ 

+ 
+ 

IdahO: 
District court l ........... - + 

+ 
+ + 

+ 

Magistrate's Dlvlslon l .... - + 
+ 

+ 
+ 

illinois: 
Circuit courtl ............ + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Jury I Number of 
trial dlsposl
OOflnl- tlons per 
tlon case type 

" " " 
8 
G 

C 
8 

B 

F 
F 

C 
C 

c 

" " " " 
C 
C 

" " 

C 
C 
C 

C 
C 
G 

G 
G 
G 
G 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

C 
C 
C 
C 

2,909 
3,297 
8,534 

4:59,886 1 

25,643 
10,117 

345,691 
283,346 

40,5391 

18,722.1 

2,244 

5,714 
29,041 

626 
543 

231,632 
197,656 

56,506 
45,449 

988 
1,166 

288 
12,92IJ 
2,660 

715 
6,308 
1,370 

605 
153 

905 
2,006 

7 
276 

4,096 
609 

14,506 
11,041 
3,430 

IO,91sJ 

204,536 

Trials 

Number 
of 

trials 

as a 
percent 
of dispo
sItions 

1:50 
212 
988 

5,9921 

10,540 

267,0851 

18,246 
2,007 

265,690 
77,:562 

2,5001 

1,07aJ 

131 

:547 

15 
154 

135,7H 
116,188 

24,720 
9,52' 

5,454 

54 
46 
4 

66 
102 

47 

86 
516 
53 
26 

254 
1,109 

5 
136 

1,484J 
76 

9,416 
8,061 
2,616 
1,9991 

62~1 
71~ 
20~ 

77~ 
27~ 

6~1 
6~ 

2~ 
28~ 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

52 
44 

2,831 1 

546 

193 

12 
o 

2,759 
63 

:555 
1,573 

1,:234 

:59 
9 
2 

14 
23 

Jury 
trials Jury 
as a trial", 
percent as a 
of dl spo- percent 
51tlons of trials 

<U <I~ 

<U 

1,832 <U 

(conttnued on neKt p.~~) 

\ 

t: \\ 
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TABLE 27: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. (continued) 

Case type 

State and court title 

Indiana: 
Superior Court and 

Circuit Court' .......... -
+ 

+ 
County COurtl ............. - + 

Probate COurtl ............ + + 
fotlnlclpal Court of 

Marlon County'.! , ........ + 

Iowa: 
District Courtl ........... - + 

+ 

Kansas: 
District COurt l ........... - + 

Maine: 
Superior Court ............ + + + + 

Maryland: 
Circuit Court' ............ + + + + + + + 

Massachusetts: 
Boston Municipal Court .... + 

Michigan: 

Circuit Court' .... • .... • .. - + 

District Court' ........... + 

Comnon P leas Court 
of Detroit' ............. + 

Municipal Court' .......... + 

Nelt Jersey: 
Superior Court ............ - + 

County 01 str I ct Court' .... - + 
+ 

Nelt York: 
CI vii Court of the City 

of Nelt York 1 .......... .. 
+ + 

D I str I ct Court end 
City court

' 
............. + 

Surrogate's Court'........ -

North Carol! na: 
Suporlor' Court1 ••••••••••• + 
District COurt1 •• ' •••••••• + 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
t 

+ 
+ 

t 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ + 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

Jury / Number of 
trl al dlsposl-
deflnl- tlons per 
tlon case type 

A 
A 
A 

C 

C 
C 

C 

F 

C 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

C 

C 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

8 
8 
B 

B 

B 
B 
B 

A 
A 

A 
A 

c 
c 
c 
C 

80,146 
33,972 
50,854 I 
61,416 
18,804 
6,171 

19,790 

8',372 
20,640 
48,176 

24,2271 

7,2031 

69,692 

16,312 

17,4~31 
126,8571 

,,061 1 

48,6861 

'68,~761 
77,5531 

14,525 1 

85,621 
2,247 

38,990 
2,318 

10 
1,293 

41,353 
4,009 

28,201 I 

17 ,485 

163,634 
40,669 

102,868 

125,227 

72,013 

69,419 
41,548 

173,730 
52,601 

I'«lmber 
of 

trials 

44,064 
6,145 

31,586 1 

12,632 
6,851 

198 

5,442 

13,609 
257 

6,328 

'7,607 

2,705 

8551 

2,6491 

2" 
1,6561 

6,1921 

10,2181 

29,667 1 

',529 
251 

6,114 
98 

2 
58 

4,028 
966 

'0,0361 

",42 
3,417 

13,818 
36,978 

6,490 
2,217 

4,824 

~,333 

4,850 
13,309 

166,647 
42,605 

• 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of dispo
sitions 

27$ 

2$ 
11$ 

'6$ 
4~ 

20$ 
4$ 

7~ 
2J 

40% 
40$ 

7$ 
32.f 
95% 
BI~ 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

753 

o 

22 
2 

54 

5 
469 

806 

173 

602 
2 
o 
o 

2,681 
3 

J06 

226 
31 
8 

26 
580 

657 
J67' 

10 

Jury 
trlols Jury 
as • trials 
percent os a 
of dlspo- percent 
sltlons of trials 

<U <U 
<U U 

<U <1% 

<I~ 2% 
<1$ 7% 

2~ 
<'$ 

0$ 
0$ 

6% 
<I~ 

<I~ 

1$ 

<1$ 

40$1 

67$ 
<1% 

30$ 

7$ 
<1$ 

<'$ 

14$ 
:s 

<1$ 

1'",., 

\ 'c 

J 

1 i 

State and court title 

North Dakota: 
Olstrlct Court' ........... - + 

01110: 
Court 01 Cofrmln Pleas l .... - + 

County Court1 ............. - + 

Court of Claims ........... -
fotlnlclpal COurtl .......... - + 

Oklahoma: 
District court l ........... + 

Oreson. 

I 
'i 

i ; 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

Case type 

+ + 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

Circuit court l ............ - + 
+ + 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

Pennsylvania: 
Court of Comnon Pleas' .... - + 
District Justice Court' ... + 

Puerto Rico: 
Superior court

' 
........... + 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

District Court l ........... + 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
Rhode Is I and: 

Ols,trlct COurt1 ••••••••••• + 

South Carolina: 
County Court, CI v II Court, 

and CrimInal Court' ... .. + 
Magistrate Court l ........ : + 

South Dakota: 
Circuit COurt1 ••• " ....... - + 

+ 
+ 

o 

Jury/ 
trial 
defini
tion 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
A 
C 

C 
C 
C 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 

C 

C 

A 
A 

A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 

G 

C 
C 
C 

Number 01 
dlsposl
ttons per 
case type 

10,027 

22,841 1 

88,4131 

2,385 
48,980 

248 
4,699 
2,772 
2,594 
',914 

lb,267 

179,206 
52,753 
18,563 

6,221 

'7,860 
74,416 
7,352 

31,533 
'2,148 
2,676 
',052 
6,75GJ 

26,795 

21,447J 

180,066 

2,089 

:'.,5'0 
439 

8,387 
32,731 

1461 

49,94gJ 
39,616 

1,942 
675 

3,H5 
4,902 

24,294 

lO,661J 
88,681 

10,201 1 

2,8201J 
6,181 I 

I'«lmber 
01 

trials 

353 

3,11 81 

11,993' 
422 

9,209 
48 

154 
586 
541 
48 

1,480 
5,006 
1,231 
9,272 

1,414 
2,613 
9,378 
2,177 
6,593 

264 
,84 
305 

2,064J 

2,193 

2,783 

5,81eJ 
40,029 

235 
386 

57 
753 

2,731 
171 

9:57J 
3,942 

405 
124 

50 
',043 

2,642 

410J 

24,969 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of dlspo
s Itlons 

23J 
,15% 
'13$ 
jO$ 
2U 

2% 
7% 

30J 
31$1 

8% 

27$1 
22~ 

4~J 
28% 

1,104 1 

4691J 
1,087 1 

11,1 

mlJ 
1,%1 

Number 
of Jury 
tr'lals 

46 

'98 
536 

o 
5 

3 

° "' 132 
25 

314 

1,313 

1,6951 

311 

1771 

Jury 
trlels Jury 
as a trials 
percent es a 
of dl~po- percent 
sltlons of trl als 

8~ 47~ 
1% 6% 

o ° 
<1% 3$ 
<1% <1% 
<1% <U 

0% O~ 
<1$ 8% 

<I~ 3% 
<,~ 2% 

2% 3~ 

47% 

29$1 

<1$ 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 27: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial disposition, by case type, 1979. (continued) 

State and Court 
Title 

Te)..'lIs: 

II 
..J 

U!5trlct COurtl ........... -

County Court at law, 
Constltutlon~1 County 
Court, and Probate 
COurtl .................. + 

Justl ce of the Peace 
COurtl .................. + 

utah: 

+ 

+ 

DIstrIct COurt l ........... - + 
CIrcuIt COurt l ............ -

Vermont: 
SuperIor COurtl ........... + 
DIstrIct COurtl ........... + 

Vlrglnl.: 
CircuIt COurtl ............ + 

WashIngton: 

+ 

C!!se type 

+ 

+ 
+ "' 

+ 

t 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

Superior COurtl ........... - + + + + + 

Wisconsin: 
Circuit COurtl ............ - + 

+ 
+ + + + + + 

WyomIng: 
~istrIct COurtl ......... .. + 

Note: All aVllllllble dctll are entered In the table end all approprl ate 
calculations ~e Included. Blllnk .p"ces IndIcate that the date 
were unavllilable or clliculations werll InapproprIate. 

- • Not appllcllble. 

t • Data lire given for the.e cllse types. 

10lltll are not complete: 
Arl zonll-Superlor Court- Adoption mid <DIIstlc relations figures 

do not Include eclaptlon dat~ from Maricopa County. 
Cllllfornla--Superior COurt-Dne court reported dllta for only the 

first six months of the reporting period. 
COrinectlcut-"Superlor court--Oatll were not IIvllllable for any Cllses 

handled by the Housing SessIons or for civil, _II clah., 
or I. cases disposed In the geographic lire" courts, fermerly 
the Courts of Common Pleas. 

Court of Conrnon Plells--O"ta are giVen on Iy for family docket lind 
nonfeml'y docket caSeS. 

Indl"na--Superlor. Court end CIrcuIt Court--Oata do not Include 
redocketed dIssolutions. 

Kenslls--Dls+rlct Court-- ~tlc relation cases do not Include 
adoptions. 

MaIne-SuperIor Court-Trial dote do not Include URESA cases, but 
do Include el<troordll1ary writs. 

Jury 
TrIll! s trl al s as Jury 

Jury I Number of as II 
percent 
of dIspo
sItIons 

as a +1"1 els 
trIal dlsposl- ~mber 

of 
trials 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

percent as" 
of' dl spo- percent deflnl- tlons per 

t Ion case type sltlons of trl Ills 

C 32,444 2,023 
118,919 

4,542 
21,8:i1 

660J 
159l 
499l 

2:ll 33%J 
<1%1 <1%1 C 156,240 

2%1 ",.J C 26,950 
2%1 7%1 C 85,527 1,5801 

A 53,48'1 3,755 
710 

1.,239 
27 

821 
193 

66 
12 

2% 22,. 
A 10,137 2% 27% 
A 27,710 <I % 5% 
II 470 3% 44~ 

A 

C 
C 

A 
B 

B 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

C 

F 
F 
F 

H 

200,49BI 

23,I81J 
30,61, 1 

3,270 
3,08' 
6,715 

23,045 
972 

11,151 
31,155 

1,943 

74,500 lJ 

56,1561 

28,907 
4B,,277 

9,5731 

1,9791 
4,7131 

373 
179 
431 

4,752 
293 

1,468 
1,504 

732 

,,524 1 

9,862 
4,197 

2,7801 

21% 
30% 
13% 

5% 
37" 

10%U 

7351 

231J 
BOI 

65 
IS 
o 

1,345 
147 
32 

135 

I,UUIJ 

231 

96 
1,002 

6% 
15% 
<1$ 

28% 
50% 

2% 

Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court--There were no data "vollable for the 
followIng countIes: !\renac, J"ckson, and M"son. 

Oll;trlct Court--Thore were no date ev"lleble for the followIng 
courts: Barry, Ecolse, Kentwood, LIvonIa, and Newaygo. 

New .Iersey--Superlor Court-- ~tlc relations cases Include only 
.arT I ego dl ssolutlon and uncontested lldoptlon cases. 

Ohlo--court of Conrnon Pleas-- Tort date Include only personal 
Injury. ~tlc ",,,.tlons trIal dllt" do not Include adoptions 
bIrth records. 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court-- AA-I does not Include appeals of 
trial court c.ses. 

South Oakot,,--Dllto do not I nc I ude f u II-t I me equ I va I ent Lay 
Moglstrllte or Lllwyor Magistrate CIIse5. 

TexIIs--Justlce of the Pellce Court--Oata roported reprosent 9,180 
JustIce of tho Peace Court monthly roports out at a posslblo 
11,640-Q a reportIng rate of 79 •• 

utllh--Clrcult Court--No data were roported for the court loented 
In AlTlllrlcen Fork. 

Woshlngton--Clrcult Court--Dne court location reported Incomplete 
dlsposlton date. 

IIlsconsln--Clrcult Court- 5 ... 11 clal_ dllto trr'e reported for all 
Cllses In Mllwaukoo County, but for contosted cases only In tho 
rest of the stlltO. 

Wyomlng--Flguros do not Include .state date. 

JExplanatlon of data Included In the clltegory: 
Connectl cut--Super lor' Court--Data for civil trials are gl\len for 

~tlc reletlons IIIIrTI.ga dissolution cases. 
0~I~hom5--other Includes extroordlnary wrIts. 
Pennsylvllnle--Court of Corrmon Ploas--Clvll trial data Includo only 

the subcategory "cIvil" elosstfled under other civil 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court-- other cIvil Includes extraordinary 

wrIts. 
South Caro II na--othor clltegory cou I d mean eny clltegory, I tis not 

broken down In the stato profile. 
South Oakotll--Clrcult Court-- o..estlc ..... Iatlons Includes only 

..... rtllga dIssolutIon cases. 
Texlls--The DistrIct ColJrt--Olrected verdict cases are Included In 

Jury tI"l al s· 
utah--Olstrlct Court-- other civil Includes extraordinary .-Its. 
Washlngton--Clrcult Court-TrIal datil for civil cases do not 

Include adoption cases. 

lA civil case Is counted with the f11lng of II petItIon or complaint. 
2A cIvIl case Is counted when It Is placed on the calendar (has 

reached Issue). 3A cIvil cllse Is counted lit the note of Issue. 
5A civIl case Is not counted In the Slime way throughout the stllte. 

Trial defInitIon: 
A • A trIal Is counted If trIed to Judgment, complotlon, verdIct, or 

decisIon. 
B • A Jury trllll Is counted when the Jury selection boglns (1lrst 

Juror Is drawn). 
C • A Jury trllli Is counted when tho Jury Is sworn <lmpllneled). 
o • A non-Jury trial Is countod at the poInt when an opening shtement 

or the Introduction of any evidence occurs. 
F • A trIal Is counted when It has offIci lilly begun. 
G • A non-Jury trllli Is counted lit the poInt when lin openIng stlltement 

or the Introduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas lire 

not counted ns trIals. 
H • A trial Is not counted In the same way throughout the stllte. 
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TABLE 28: Criminal filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all 
trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization, subject matter 
jurisdiction, and case classification: 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 15 
into criminal case classification. Because of the 
variations in court organization, subject matter 
jurisdiction, and case classification, comparisons 
of general jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction 
courts from state to state are seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90$ complete 
from an individual court) is responsih1e for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
columns on this table, as well as for states 
missing from the table. In order fnr a,state to 
be included in this table, it had to have complete 
filing or disposition data frum all its trial 
courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types, do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenjle 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.) 

Sources of data are fnund on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting cases 
at the same beginning and ending point, total 
caseload is not comparable. See Figure C. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent of filed. This measure 
represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent sisnificantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons can be made between courts that 
count cases in the same way. The method of 
counting criminal cases has the greatest influence 
over data reported. Consult Figure C for a 
listing of the groups of courts that count 
criminal cases in the same way. 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the diff<er'ent levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' data. 
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\ TABLE 28: . ., d' . d' r d II t' I 
Criminal filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limite Juns IC I,on, an a na 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Disposed as a percent of ftled, 

t1 Limited jurisdiction courts General jurisdiction courts 

\i 
Dl$posed Dlsposed 

as a as a 
percent percent 

State and unit of count Filed Disposed filed Filed Di5posed filed 
I 
t Infol"llliltions. inJicttllents, 
i 

Qr c~1aints 
17.761 

Alaska.~ ••••••••••••••••• •••••••• 1,074 
69% Guam .................. • .... • .... • 415 286 

Illinois ••••••••••••••• •••••••••• 581,976 547.534 94% 
198,019 198,460 100% 

Iowa •• r •• ~ •••••••• ••••••••••••••• 27,439 26,577 97% 
5.425 5,174 95% 

Maine •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• 3B,902 88,858 
Maryland ••••••••••••••••• •••••••• 
Massachusetts •••••••••••••••• •••• 263,619 5,652 

321,782 88% 
New Jersey •••••••••••••• ••••••••• 25,141 27,116 108% 365,544 

Nu.Oer of defendants 
91,176 88% 

13,815 13,175 95% --ro3,91o 
Arlzona ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• 32,925 31,232 95% 
Colorado ......................... 15,287 14,328 94% 

Connecticut •••••••••••••••• •••••• 101,354 94,687 93% 
District of Columbia ••••••••••••• 31.381 29,404 94% 88% 

107,786 91,812 35% 233,835 206,563 
Florida .................. • ...... • 42,998 41,276 96% 
Hawaii ........................... 2,801 1,961 70% 

30,036 28,527 95% Idaho •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 197.914 173,448 88% 
Kentucky ••••••••••••••••••• •••••• 10,512 9,587 91% 

479,541 
Pennsylvania ••••••••••••••••••• •• 66,872 

299,819 291,640 97% 
55,120 53,836 98% Virginia ..................... •••• 
15,224 129,867 

Washington ••••••••••••• •••••••••• 
No consistent definition 
New Hampshire •••••••••••••••••••• 6,m 37,113 

96% 356,292 347,174 97% 
North Carolina ••••••••••••••••• •• 56,591 54,587 

Case nUMber assigned 
15,759 14,346 91% 

1,021 l,oor 98% North Dakota .................... 

I 
i 

Note: 

-- • Not applicable. 
1 I' ,". "", "" ty" i< "t hood! ,d '" thi< "on .. 
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courts, 1979. 

All trial courts 
Disposed 

as a 
percent 

Filed Disposed filed 

18,835 
415 286 69% 

581,976 547,534' 94% 
198,019 198,460 100% 

32,864 31,751 97% 
127,760 
269,271 
390,485 348,898 89% 

117, 745 104,351 89% 
48,212 45.560 94% 

101,354 94.687 93% 
31,381 29,404 94% 

341,621 298,375 87% 
45,799 43,237 94% 
30.036 28,527 95% 

208,426 183,035 88% 
546,413 

354,939 345,476 97% 
145,091 

43,255 
412,883 401,761 97% 

16,780 15,350 9h 

! ~~ 
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TABLE 29: Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdkt jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
TABLE 30: Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organjzation and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

These two tables deal only with general 
jurisdiction courts. In states with a single-tier 
trial court (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, South Dakota, 
District of Columbia, and Guam), all case types 
are heard in the general jurisdiction court. 
These courts are indicated by an "*" before their 
state name. In all other states, some of the 
trial court case types are heard in limited 
jurisdiction courts. 

The individual court profiles for each state 
(found in Part II) must be consulted to determine 
whether the figures for an individual case type in 
these tables represent the complete case10ad for 
that case type in the particular state. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and definitions: 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be reported as a part of the criminal 
caseload.) Consequently, these two tables are 
easier to aggregate than later tables that shott 
specific case types. 

Those states that reported less than 90% of 
complete "total" data were excluded from these 
tables. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Data from these tables may be. used to identify 
courts with similar jurisdiction and courts that 
handle similar volumes of cases. These data can 
also be used to compute the distribution of types 
of criminal cases filed in each court. To compute 
the proportion of the total filings (dispositions) 
for ~ach case type, divide the number of filings 
(dispositions) for each case type by the total 
filings (dispositions) for each court and multiply 
by 100. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made bptwecn courts 
in states with a single-tier trial court (marked 
with an "*") and courts in states with both 
general and limited jurisdiction courts. 

Comparisons can be made only between courts 
that use the same unit of count for counting 
criminal cases. Since the data contained in these 
tables are taken from only the general 
jurisdiction courts, the organization charts for 
each state should be checked to determine whether 
or not other courts in the state also handle the 
specific case types before comparisons of volumes 
of specific case types are made. 
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State and court. Criminal case categorie~. 

>-

'o 
c 

~ .. .., 
U) 

'o 
c 

~i c .., 
o U) 

Crlmlnel ceses filed 

>
L ., 
C OJ 
- c 
E -

- L - ., 

c 
.. 0 u _ 
c .... ., ., 
c_ 

- 0 

., ., 
c C 

L. e - E 
Q) - IJ-
.c: L. + L. 

6 
~ St"te end court tItle ~ 

----------------------------- ----~~----------------------------------~~--------~~~--------:X------~~~--- 24.302 

;; ~E 
.. .. .t.c 6> B u ,5! u 

Alebeme--<:Ir'cult Court •••••••••••••• 
Aleske--Superlor Court ............. . 
Arlzona--Superlor Court ••••••••••••• 
Arkenses--CI rcu It Cou rt ............ . 
C" II forn I e--Super I or 'Court •••••••••• 

Coloredo--olstrlct Court. Denver 
Superior Court, Denver Juvenile 
Court, and Denver Probete Court •• 

Connect I cut--Super I or Court ••••••••• 
De I l!"l!re--Super I or Court •••••••••••• 

"0 I str I ct of Co I umb I ..--Super I or Court. 

Florld..--Clrcult Court ............. . 
GeorgIa-Superior Court ••••••••••••• 

*Guem--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Hl!""I1--<:lrcult Court ., ••••••••••••• 

*Idl!ho--STATE TOTAL ................. . 
Olstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
.r.,l!glstr"tes DivisIon •••••••••••••• 

*lIl1nols--<:lrcult Court ••••••••••••• 
Indll!n,,--Superlor Court "nd CIrcuIt 

Court ........................... . 
*10",,--0 I str I ct Court ............... . 
K"ns"s--Olstrlct Court ............. . 
Kentucky--Clrcult Court ............ . 

M!! I ne--Super I or Court ............. .. 
Maryl"nd-':Clrcult Court ............ . 
M"ss"chusetts--~TATE TOTAL .......... . 

SuperIor Court Oeportment ........ .. 
01 strIct Court Depl!rtmant ........ .. 
Boston Munlcip,,1 Court 

Dep"rtment ...................... . 
Juvenile Court Dep",..tment ......... . 

Mlchlg"n--ST.A.TE TOTAL .............. . 
CIrcuIt Court ................... .. 
Recorder's Court of DetroIt ..... .. 

f.\:>nt..n,,--olstrlct Court ............ . 

X NH NH 155 211 1.074 
691 17 tfi NH 1,852 548 13,815 

11.323 92 NH NH 5,0051 14.866 
9.861 (Jl 2.349

' 
56.280

' 

10.622 
~.043 

'';3,931
' 

96,231 
2,729 

540 4,125 15,287 
60 101,354 
NIl 2.950 

1.711 31,381 4 •• oo~5 _________ 1_5.~1_5 __ 0 ______________________________ -=~ ______ ~~ ______ ~~ _________ _ 
,- NH 827 NH 107,786 

NH 
7.010 

NH 
3.505 

229 
NH 

106.959 
28, 5\,1 

NH 
16.969 

272 
354 

21,494 

NH 

143 
2.377 
2.752 
2.752 

37.722 

16.565J 
9.901 

2.483 

X 
X 

(Jl 

39,4761J 

28,325 1J 
I 1.151 

184 
21.310 

469,43eJ 

20.334 
82.917 
14,420 

2,278 

IW.lsGJ 

198,I2oJ 

36 

6,527 

18.179 

10,124 

34.130 

NH 
5,699 

NH 
5.699 

(J) 

2,478 
22,617 

NH 
NH 

!"Ii 
NH 

~ NH NH 45.480 

NH 

NH 

74,816 

75.919 
NH 
NH 

NH 

68.543 
Iii 

NH 
91 
91 

NH 

(J) 

842 
388 

4,112 
21.565 

850 
20,715 

415 
70 2.801 

30,036 
Iii 3,027 
NH 27.009 

10,047 

664 

660 
43.898 
30.036 

13.862 

581.976 

51,038 
198.019 
25,163 
10,512 

5.425 
36.902 

263,619 
30,886 

218.835 

13.862 
36 

105.1141 

28.893 1 

86.221 
X 2,962 2,281 

3,632J 

6,527 
681 

(J) 4,859.1 Nebresk..--DIstrlct Court ............ NH 
3,435 Ne"~~shl~-~~erl~CO~t ••••••• _________ • _______________ ~ ______________ ~~---~~~----~~~ 

68,543 

NH 
NH 

NH 

5681 

5681 

NH 
X 

1,237J 

2,706 NH 6.142 

New Jersey--Super lor Court ......... .. --------------------- NH 2.784 159 25,141 
22,198 NH 5.289 

New Mexlco--Dlstrlct Court ........ .. 
Ne" York--Supreme Court ............. . 
North Corol 'n..--Superlor Court .... .. 
North O"kota--D I str I ct Court ....... . 
Oh Io--Court of Comtnon PI e"s " ...... . 
Okll!hom..--olstrlct Court .......... .. 

Oregon--<: I rcu I t Court .............. . 
Pennsy I von I ,,--Court of Conunon PI e"s .. 
Puerto Rlco--Supertor Court ........ . 
Rhode Isl"nd--Superlor Court ...... .. 
South Corolln..--<:Ircult Court ..... .. 
Tennessee--<:Ircul"t Court "nd 

Crlmlnol Court ................... . 

Tex"s--Olstrlct Court "nd Crlmln,,1 
DIstrIct Court .................... . 

Ut"h--D I str I ct Court ............... . 
·Vermont--o I str I ct Court ............ . 
Vlrgln/.--Clrcult Court ............ . 

32,129 
879 

33.544 
23,692 

16,643 

9.242 

77.461 

2,892' 
31,896 

40 
NH 

37,822 

ttl 

9.221 

7.950 

15.2801 

22,839 

5,289 
:SO. 806 NH t.J1 NH:SO. 806 

NH 

NH 

2.515 
31,746J 

27.325 

2.103 

NH Nfl 24,462 NH 56.591 
!"Ii NH 47 55 1.021 
NH NH NH NH 33,544 

720 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 423 354 62.291 

NH 

tfi 
NH 
NH 
NH 

12,56GJ 

1,067 

293 

16.643 
864 73.765 

7.065 

19.183 
3,582 

31,74&1 

27.325 

92.476 
2.396 

18,8181 

55,120 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 29: 
Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. (continued) 

State and court title 

lIashlngton--SupeI'IOI' Court ........ .. 

IIlsconsln-Ctl'cult Court .......... .. 
lIyomlng--DIs'tl'lct Court ............ .. 

>e 
o 
;f 

12,171 
13,187 
1,613 

27,683 
NH 

g 
" }I 

o ." - .. 
tf"E 

NH 

Cl'lmln,,1 c"ses filed 

NH NH 

NH NH 

3,053 NH 

13,567 
15,224 
54,437 

1,613 

Note: All "v .. ll .. ble dat .. fl'OIII states th"t h .. ve tat" I filings which Me et leest 90J complete are entered In -the table. Blank spaces Indlca1'9 that the 
deta were unevallable, 01' less than 90J complete. em-- .,..1.1 .... 1 also Includes extraordln..., ..... 11". posh:onvlctlon N!Edy "nd ..m.- Avl_ 

only cases. The felonyloolls__..... category In this teble does not represent the su'" of all felonIes and .. Is~. but deals with those figures 
whIch could not be broken down Into those respective categories. 

x • The data fOl' th I s case type .... e known to be I ncl uded I n the tota I but were not aVll II ab I e by cetogory. 

NH· ThIs case tyl'<' Is kno.n not to be handled by this court. 

"rnese states have" single-tIel' trIal court. These courts h"ve no limIted JurisdIction courts under -them, so Included In their c"seload "I'e ccses that 
would be he"rd by IImrted JurisdIction courts elsewhere. 

IDat" "I'e Incomplete: 

Cal I fOl'n I a--Sup .... 101' Court-one court repori'ed d"ta for only the first six months of the reportIng !l9rlod. 
Mlchlg"n--Cll'cult Coul't--Dat" w""' un"v"ll"ble for Al'enac, Jad<son llnd M"son Counties. 

Vermont-olstl'lct CoUl't--D"ta do not Include sente.c:e revJ_ only c"ses, nor dat" from the Superior .CoUl't. 
JExpl"n"tlon of d"ta Included In the category: 

Ark"ns"s-Clrcult CoUl't-- Appeals Include some OI'lgln,,1 .. Is ............ s. 

1lllnols-Cll'cult Court-- His ...... ""'" s Include ordln...,.. vlohtlcns mld pre I I.ln..., ........ Ings In the CIrcuit Court of Cook County. 
lowe--Dlstrlct CoUl't-- FelOllY date Include 8ppeals. 

Massachusetts--Dlstrlct Court Dep"l'tment--D"t" Include some felonies. 
Mlchlg"n--Clrcult Coul't--Dat" InClude some hI gh ml~"""."", s. 

Nebr"sk,,-olstrlct Court-- Felony data Include some mlsdcaoanors. and Appeal dote Include some civil ~als. 
Pennsylvanl,,--Coul't of Co/lJl1On Pleas-- FeIO<l.,lools~ figure Includes some trial de novo fOl' oppeal cases. 
South C~rol In..--Cll'cult Court--Data Include cases from the County Court, "nd the Clvl I and Crlmln,,1 Court. 

TABLE 30: . . .. I; . d' t'O courts 1979 Composition of criminal case dl~posltlons In genera Juns IC In, . 
State and court. Criminal case categories. 

State and court tlt/e 

Alabama--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••• 
Alaska-Superior Court •••••••••••••• 
Ar I zone--Super 1 or Court ••••••••••••• 
Arkenses--Clrcult Court ............ . 
Cellfornlo--Superlor Court •••••••••• 

Colorado--Dlstl'lct Court, Denver 

Superior Court, Denver Juven i Ie 
Court, en<l Oenver Probate Court •• 

Connect I cut--Superl or Court ........ . 
Delevare--Superlor Court •••• ,,~"' ••••• 

*DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor Court. 

florlde--Clrcult Court .............. . 

Georgle--Superlor Court ••••••••••••• 
"Guam--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Hew"I1--Clrcult Court .............. . 

"Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................... . 
Magistrates Division •••••••••••••• 

"1IIInols--Clrcult Court ............ . 
Indlana--Superl<>1' Court and Circuit 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• c. •• 

·lowa-oo{)lstrlct Court ............... . 
Kenses--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 
Ken tucky--C I rcu I t Court ............ . 
Malne--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 

I4Drylcnd--Clrcult Court ............ . 
Massechu5etts--Superlor Court 

Oepertmont ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hlchlgon--STATE TOTAL .............. . 

CI reu It Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Co;rt of Detroit ...... . 

Montena--Olstrlct Court ............. . 
Nebraska--Dlstrlet Court ........... . 

New Hampshlre--Superlor Court ••••••• 

New Jersey--Super I or Court ••••••••••• 
New Mexlco--Dtstrlct Court ......... . 
New York--SupreM8 Court lind 

CQunty COlJrt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tlorth Caro II ",,--Supor I or Court ..... . 
North Dakota--Dlstrlct Court ....... . 
Ohlo--court of Convnon Pleas ........ . 

Oklohoma--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••• 

Orogon-o.oCircult Court ••• u •••••••••• 

Ponnsylvanle--Court of Common Pleas .. 
Puorto RI co·-Super I or Court ••••••••• 
South Corollne--Clrcult Court ••••••• 
T.~"5--D15trlct Court and Crlmlnel 

District Court •••••••••••• II ••••••• 

Utah--O I s~r I ct Court ••• II •••••• , II •• 
·Verroont-... Olstrlct Court •••••••••• g •• 

Vlrglnlo--C;lrcult Court ..... " ••••••• 
lIes~ I ngton--Supor I or Court ......... . 
West Vlrglnle--Clrcult Court ...... .. 
W'scon5In--ClrclJ~t Court •••••••••••• 
Wyomlng--Dlstrlct Court .............. • 

751 
10,557 
10,744 

8,971 
5,084 

3,960 

91,148 
27,317 

117 
1,628 
2,681 
2,681 

NIl 

35,312 

15,098J 
10,255 

2,508 

x 
39,6021J 

28,6321J 
10,910 

X 
3,563J 

24,256 

30,97Y 
871 

33,709 

21,839 
15,503 

9,397 

75,231 

2, 75~1 
31,260 

X 

12,352 
1,513 

L 
o 
e 

i ., 
." .. 
i 

X 
233 

1:'),090 

ttl 
15,842 

169 
293 

20,261 
193 

20,068 

444,350J 

17,472 
83,952 
16,669J 

2,046 

6,090 

6,090 

(J) 

37 
NH 

3:5,496 
NH 

9,042 

9,886 

14,741 1 

22,246 

23,878 
ttl 

L o 
e 

~i 
c .. o ." 
- VI .. -.... E 

89,589 
3,I86J 

NH 

18,466 

9,259 

2,756 

5,029 

33,508 

NH 

NH 
53,751J 

32, 757J 

2,225 

Crlmlnel cases dIsposed 

t-
" e '" E e 
="L ., " 
.t~ 

ttl 
NH 
ttl 
NH 

NH 
1,080 

NH 
5,333 

NH 
5,333 

(J) 

1,963 
23,609 

NIl 

ttl 
NH 

NH 

NH 

ttl 
NH 
ttl 
NH 

122 
ttl 

/WI 
NH 

ttl 
NH 
Ul 

NH 

., e 
u 0 
e-" .. 
c " 
." 0 
.5;; 

ttl 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

NH 

NH 
3,548 

ttl 
NH 

NH 

NH 

67,872 

75,801 
NH 
NH 

NH 

44,073 
NH 

44,073 
NH 
N:i 

til 
NH 
ttl 

ttl 
NH 
ttl 
NH 

ttl 
NH 

NH 

ttl 

ttl 
NH 
ttl 
NH 

ttl 

ttl 

X 
1,829 
5,I86J 
2,1701 

354 

(J) 

N:i 

664 

NH 

tlH 
52 
52 

ttl 

(J) 

(j) 
328 

4,631 

718 
508 1 

5081 

NH 
X 

1,147J 

3,642 1 

2,699 

23,606 
49 
NH 

323 

12,474J 

270 

X 

335 
556 

5.003 
14 
NH 

1,726 

ttl 
NH 

40 

NH 
ttl 

10,108 

ttl 
620 

909 

41,448 

x 

ttl 
161 

\fI 
NH 
47 
NH 

301 

647 

6,121 

5941 

330 
NH 

20,084 

" e 
CJ e 
-I- -o L 
!- U 

101 

<'4,552 
1,086 

13,175 
15,930 
51,387 1 

14,328 
94 ,687 
3,186 

29,404 

91,812 
43,159 

286 
1,961 

28,527 
2,921 

25,601 

547,534 

48,009 
198,460 
26,924 

9,587 
5,174 

36,643 

42,166 1 

90,2131 

29,140 1 

61,133 
2,756 
4.110J 

7,724 

21,116 
5,029 

33,508 
54,587 

1,004 
33,709 

55,959 
15,503 
66,612 

19,661 
32, 75?J 

91,238 

2,495 
10,086 1 

53,836 
12,9561 

6,241 
56,314 

1,573 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 30: 
Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1979. (r.;ontinued) 

Note: All aVllllable dlltll frem states that had tetlll dlsposltlens whIch were lit It" 
data were unavllilable or less than 90" I t n..._ eas 90~ ce"lllete are entered In the table. Blank spaces IndIcate th~t the 

~ ce"ll a e. v. __ crl.lnal 111501 InclUdes extracrdlnary writ t letl 
cases. The felony/.ls~nor category In thIs \' bl do:' ' pus conv on rv-" end s .. t .. ce revl_ only 
whIch could net be breken down Inte these respect~veecat::e~~!s~epresent the sum ef all felonIes and mls"-nors, but deals only wIth these figures 

X • The data fer this alse type ere knewn te be Included In the tet-I 
g but were net avaIlable by category. 

NH • Th Is cas .. type Is known net te be hand led by the court. 

·These states hev .. a "I ng I e-t I er tr I a I court. These courts have no 
Id be limIted Jurlsdlctlen courts under them, Sol Included In 

weu hBllrd by limIted Jurlsdlctlen ceurts elsewhere. I their caselOlld are cases that 

10ata are Incemplate: 

~"fornla--sup .. rler Court--<lne court reperted data fer only the first sIx months ef the repertlng perl Old 
assachusetts--Superler Court Oepartment--These are t t ttl t • 

Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court--<lata were unavailable fAne 5 aJe kete s-- hey de not loclude data from any ef the other dep~rtments. 
N 0'- ranee, ec son end MlIson Counties. 

ew He"llshlre--Superler Court--Date for Indlv!dual case types are ml.ulng fer Strafferd Ceunty 
Varmont--<llstrlct Court--Flgures de ot I I ddt f • 

Court. n nc U e a a rem the Superler Ceurt due te sUbstan1;Ially Ince"llleta tete I dlspesltlon figures frem the SuperIor 

Weshlngten--Superlor Court--<lne court locatlen faIled to prevlde data for the IndIcated case types. 

JExplanatlon ef data Included In the category: 

ArkanSlls-Clrcult Court- Appeals Include seme orIginal mls .... nors. 
Oelaware--Superler Ceurt- Felony/.ls~nor Includos appeels. 
Illlnels--Circult Court- Mlsde-. I I d dl 
lowa--Dlstrlct Court F I d t I I nc U e or Il8l'lce vlollltions and prell.lnary '-rings In the CIrcuit Ceurt ef Cook County. 

-- e ony a a nc ude appeals. 
Kansas--<llstrlct Ceurt- Mis ........... I~clude ettPMls. 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court--<lata InclUde seme hIgh mls"-nors. 

~ebraSkla--Olstrlct Ceurt-- Flilony data InclUde Seme mls"-nors, and appeal data Include so .... cIvil lIP_I:! 
ennsy vanla--COurt of Corrmon Plaas- Fel "I -'__ .• 

S ony • "_nor" fI gure I nc I udes seme tr I a I de neve for eppeal cases 
outh Cerollna--Clrcult Court--<lllta Include cases from the County Court, and the CIvil and Criminal Court. • 
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TABLE 31: Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
TABLE 32: Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 33: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1979. 
TABLE 34: Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 35: Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 36: Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction:' 

Case10ad in these tables is from both general 
jUrisdiction and limited jUrisdiction courts. The 
same case types may be handled in different courts 
from state to state. Only state totals can be 
compared among these states Using the same unit of 
count. To facilitate comparisons, the states in 
these tables have been grouped into three 

, categori es: those states where a court has 
exclusive jurisd.iction over a case type and where 
it reported complete data; those states where more 
than one cuurt handles a case type and each court 
submitted complete data; and those states where 
data from any one of the courts with that casetype 
jurisdiction are incomplete. The court 
organization charts in Part II should be consulted 
for a brief summary of the jurisdiction of each 
court. 
Sources of data: 

These are 'found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
. classified in the case categories vary from state 

to"State. . 
Because such problems exist for these and all 

other case categories, the case types used in this 
report are those chosen for inclusion in the State 
Court Model Annual Report and State Court Moder--
Statistical D1ctionary. 

Even with use of the model case types, 
however, case10ads are not comparable if state 
statutes vary as to the types of criminal cases 
classified as felonies or misdemeanors. Certain 
drug offenslls, for example, may be serious 
felonies in one state but only misdemeanors in 
another. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case types are inclUded 
1n the tables, and then only if the data are at 
least 90~ complete. Many courts do not break data 
down beyond the broad civil, criminal, traffic, 
and juvenile categories. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. This distinction is 
highlighted further by dotted lines separating the 
states by uni t i:of count. 

Appropriate analysis: 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. The percent is computed by dividing the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed of 
and then multiplying by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred indicates that the court disposed 
of more cases than were ffl ed, thus redud ng 
pending case10ad. A percent significantly less 
than one hundred i~dicates that the court is not 
keeping up with the volume 01' cases being filed. 

This measure was not computed if the number of 
cases filed was less than ten or if the quantity 
of miSSing data (indicated by an "i" footnote) 
made it inappropriate. 

End ~endin~ cases as percent of filed. This 
figure g ves t e percent of the number of filed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the number 
of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent indicates 
that the number of cases pending at the end of the 
year was equal to the number of cases filed during 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
indicates a pending case10ad larger than cases 
filed, while a value lower than one hundred 
percent indicates a pending case10ad smaller than 
the number of cases filed. This percent was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 
than ten or if the quantity of missing data 
(i ndi cated by an "i" footnote. in the profil es in 
Part II) made it inappropriate. 

Number change in ~ending caseload. This 
number gives the net lncrease or decrease in 
pending case10ad for the court year by subtracting 
the number of cases pending at the beginning of 
the year from the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year. An alternative to this 
calculation, subtracting the number disposed of 
from the number filed, was used when pending data 
were unavailable or incomplete. When this 
alternate formula was used, the resulting number 
was enclosed in parentheses. A positive 
number indicates that the pending case10ad 
increased during the year while a negative number 
indicates that the pending case1o~d was reduced in 
size. Thus, a large nagative change in pending 
cases indicates that the court is keeping the 
casef10w current, while a large positive change 
in pending cases would indicate that the court has 
not kept pace with its filings. 

Percent change in ~ending case10ad. This 
percentage indicates t e change in pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year, and is obtained by dividing 
the number change in pending case10ad by the 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year and then multiplying by one hundred. (This 
figure cannot be calculated if the alternative 
formula described above was used to calculate the 
number change in the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent indicates that the cour~ reduced 
its pending caseload significantly, while a high 
positive percent indicates that the pending 
case10ad increased significantly. This measure 
was not computed if the number of beginning 
pending cases was less than ten or if the 
jurisdiction of the court changed significantly 
dUring the year. 

Filed (disposed) fer 100,000 pOfu1ation. The 
unit of state populat on used on at . court 
case10ad charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population and 
gives a more realistic basis for comparison of 
case10ads among states of various sizes. If the 
number of filings was not available or was not 
complete (indicated by an "i" footnote o~n the 
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profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity was indicated by enclosing it 
in parentheses. Population figures used in the 
criminal tables represent the l8-year-old-plus 
~tate popUlation. If all other factors (court 
Jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) are similar, 
the fil ed-per-unit-of-popul ati on stati sti c will 
permit direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. 

Limitations on use: 

In these criminal case type tables, only STATE 
TOTALS can be compared in those states where more 
than one court has jurisdiction over the case 

type. Comparisons can be made between the data 
reported for a state with an individual court that 
has exclusive jurisdiction over the type of case 
and the STATE TOTALS for states where more than ' 
one court has jurisdiction. Comparisons should be 
avoided for states not reporting data for one or 
more courts that have Jurisdiction over the case 
type. 

Comparisons should be made only between those 
cases that use the same unit of count for counting 
criminal cases. 

It should also be noted that any change(s) in 
the caseload of a court may not indicate a change 
in the actual "offense-rate" within a state, but 
may merely reflect changes in the criminal code 
law enforcement poliCies and/or citizen reporti~g 
rates--among other things. These data should only 
be used for court management measures. 
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TABLE 31: 
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Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

t : ----------------------------------S~t~aTte~a~du~l~t-------------------------------Ars~pe~r~c~en~t~-----"C~h~a-ng~e~1n~--~F~11~e~d~(~d~1s~--
1..1 population of filed pending posed) per 

1 State and court title in Begin End End 100,000 
'I thousands pending Filed Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent ££pulation 
, I COMPLETE STATE DATA: 

i Exclusive court jurisdfction: 
I 

11 

Alaska--Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Circuit co~rt6 •••••••••••••••••• 
Guam--Superior Court .~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
I11inois--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 

261 
1,542 

7,997 

283 
6,938 

450 
21,724 

691 751 
9,861 10,744 

143 117 
37,722 35,312 

382 10!n 55" 99 35" 265 
6,055 10!n 6a -883 -13" 640 

476 82'1; 333" 26 6" 
19,399 94" 5a -2,325 

.1 
J 
~\ 
'1 

1 
l 
I 
! 

/ 
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... ' :.1 
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Iowa--District Court6 ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Oistrict Court ••••••••••••••••• 6. 
New Jersey--Superior Court (Law Division) • 
North Dakota--District CourtS ••••••••••••• 

. 6 Oklahoma--District Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Circuit Court6 •••• S ...••••..••••.. 
South Dakota--Circuit Court •••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin--Circuit cour~6 ••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming--District Cour~ •••••••••••••••••• 

Arizona--Superior Court7 •••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado--District Court7 •••••••••• , •••••• 
District of Columbia--,uperior Court ••••• 
Florida--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Georgia--Superior cou~t7 •••••••••••••••••• 
Hawaii--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho--District Court7 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Maine--Superior Court7 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Montana--District Court7 •••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska--District Court7 ., ••••••••••••••• 
Ohio--Court of Common Plea, •••••••••••••• 
Washingtop--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 

2,080 
1,724 
5,332 

462 

2,028 
1,828 

484 
3,372 

312 

1,697 
1,972 

487 
6,633 

3,561 
640 
612 
779 

551 
1,125 
7,645 
2,829 

12,10~ 16,566j 
4,051 9,901 

31,450 22,198 
879 

27,65B 22,753 
6,348 16,643 

2,337 
13,187 

664 1,613 

5,272 11,323 
10,6Z2 

1,049 4,005 
106,959 

18,423 28,511 
2,332 2,377 
1,177 2,752 
1,466 2,483 

2,281 
3,63z-i 

7,576 33,544 
12,171 

15,09~ 13,517j 
10,255 3,697 
24,256 29,392 

871 

20,510 29,871 
15,503 7,488 
2,682 

12,352 
1,573 697 

10,1)57 6,038 
8,971 
3,960 1,094 

91,148 

27,317 15,652 
1,628 3,081 
2,681 1,248 
2,508 1,712 

3,56:ri 
33,709 7,411 

-11" 472 

9aj (l,468)j 12'1;j 796j 
104" 37" -354 -!n 574 
109" 132" -2,058 -7" 416 
9!n (8) 190 

90'!; 13l'!; 2,213 8" 1,121 
93" 45" 1,140 1m 910 

115" (-345) 483 
94" (835) 391 
98" 43" 33 5" 517 

93" 53" 766 15" 667 
84" (1,651) 539 
99" 27'1; 45 4'1 822 
85" (15,811 ) 1,613 

96" 55" -2.,711 -15'1 801 
68" 130'!; 749 32'1; 371 
97'1; 45" 71 6" 450 

lOa 69'1 246 17$ 319 

98"j (69)j 
414 
323j 

10~ 22" -165 -21i 439 
430 

- -- - - - - ---- - -- - - - -- - - - - -- -- - - - - -- - - - - - --- - - - --- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - --- - - -- ----
Puerto Rico--Superior cgurt8 •••••••••••••• 8,056 9,242 9,897 7,401 107" 8~ -655 -m 
Virginia--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• '!7!:d 31,896 31,260 98" (636) • 849 

- - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - --- - -- - ----- - --- - - --- -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - --- --- --
North Carolina--Superior Court9 ••••••••••• 3,992 10,584 32,129 30,979 11,734 96" 37'1; 1,150 11$ '805 

Not exciusive court jurisdiction: 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 350 991 2,915 2,788 1,118 95" 38$ 127 12'1; 832 
Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 20 23 35 8 152" 35'1 -12 -60'!; 6 
District Court 6 •••••••••••••••••••••• 971 2,892 2,753 1,110 95" 38" 139 14$ 826 

- -- - - - ------ -- - - - --- - - - - - - -- - - -- --- - ------ - -- ---- - - -- - - ---- - - - - --- - --- --
Texas--District Cour~ and Criminal 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Connecticut--SUperior Court7 •••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Circuit Court7 •••••• , ••••••••••• 

Recorder's Court of Detroit •••••••••• 

9,291 

2,269 
6,470 

48,627 77 ,461 

Note: All aVailable data that are at least gO'!; complete are 
entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that either 
the data were unavailable or less than gO" complete, or 
that the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, 
indictments or complaints. 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on 
the 1nformation, indictment or complaint. 

8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count Is inconsistent statewide. 

iData ar~ Incomplete: 
Connccticut--Superlor Court--The~e data do not include Part B 

Felonies. 

75,231 50,857 97" 66" 2,230 5" 

Mlchlgan--Circult Court--Data were unavailable for Arenac, 
Jackson and Mason Counties. 

834 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Iowa--District Court--Pending data inClude some appeal and 

Indictable .isdemeanor cases. Filed and disposed figures 
1 ncl Ude appells..\ 

Mlchigan--Circuit Court--Data inclUde high inisdemeanors that are 
punishable by more than one year in prison. 

Nebraska--District Court--Figures include a few .isde.ehnor 
cases. 
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TABLE 32: 
Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting misdemeanor caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State and court title 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 
Exc1usive court jurisdiction: 

State adUlt 
population 

in Begin 
thousands pending 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 

Change ,n 
pending 

Fil ed Di sposed pendi ng .::Di.:..:s:.t:p=.:os:::e.::d_p~e:.::n.::.;d ':..:;' n:;z.g Number Percent 

Filed (d,s
posed) per 
100,000 

population 

Guam--Superi or Court6 ..................... 378 272 169 481 . 62:1; 177t 103 27t 
I11inois--Circuit Court6 .................. 7,997 71,214i 469,438 444,350 124,876' 95t (25,088) 5,870 
Iowa--District Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,080 82,917 83,952. 101t (-1,035) 3,986 
Kansas--District Court6 ................... 1,724 4, 346j 14,420 16,66gJ 2,93~ -1,40]-1 -32tj 836 
Olclahoma--District Court6 ................. 2,076 19,201 36,608 36,077 19,732 99:t 54t 531 3t 1,763 ,I 

-i;:;;;~;-;i:~;~;;~;:;;;;;:·;;;~,::::::- - - ;·i:i - - ;l;:il- -;~;:i:- -;:;~ii- -';:::i - - i:: - - - ;;; - - i:i:; -::: ----l;li;-l 
Florida--County Court7 •••••••••••••••••••• 6,633 165,294 144,838 88t (20,456) 2,492 ~ 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: ~ 
Alaslca--STATE TOTAh ....................... 261 14,10

1
8
7 

5,40
7
5 [ 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court6 •• ~.................... 12,507 4,792 
Magistrate's Court ••••••••••••••••••• 1,584 1,363 86$ (221) 607 

North Dakota--STAT5 TOTAL ................. 462 14,41
4
4
0 

13,13
3
0
7 

9
9

12= (1,28(4
3

)) 3'120
9 1,1 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• Q 1\ 
County Court with Increased , 

Jurisdiction .... ~.. ................ 11,273 10,016 89t (1,257) 2'644710 f:~' 
County Justice Court ................. 3,101 3,077 99t (24) 

f 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL....................... 350 2,576 15,282 14,746 3,112 96t 536 21t 4,366 ! 

Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 2 5 0 250t -3 -10O:t 1 
District Court6 ....................... 2,573 15,280 14,741 3,112 96t 2O:t 539 2a 4,366 . 

Arizona--STATE TOT~L •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superinr Court •••••••••• , •••••••••••• 
Justice of the P9ace Court ••••••••••• 
City Magistrates .................... . 

Idaho~-STATE TOTAL~ ....................... . 
District Court .. , .................. .. 
Magistrate's Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Washirlgton--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
District co~rt and Justices of 

the Peace ........................ .. 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court8 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court8 ...................... . 

1,697 

612 

2,829 

32,167 
256 

5,326 
26,585 

4,586 
47 

4,539 

14,794 
6,490 
8,304 

89,138 
92 

26,448 
62,598 

21,494 
184 

21,310 

70,753 

70,753 

51,320 
9,221 

42,099 

77 ,410 
233 

21,081 
56,096 

20,261 
193 

20,068 

50,363 
9,042 

41,321 

43,895 
115 

10,693 
33,087 

5,819 
38 

5,781 

15,751 
6,669 
9,082 

87t 
253t 
8O:t 
9O:t 

94t 
105$ 
94t 

98t 
98t 
98:t 

49t 
125t 

4O:t 
53t 

27t 
2a 
27:t 

3a 
72:1; 
22:t 

11,728 37:1; 
-141 -SSt 

5,367 lOa 
6,502 25t 

1,233 27t 
-9 -19:t 

1,242 27t 

957 
179 
778 

5,253 
5 

1,559 
3,689 

3,512 
30 

3,482 

2,501 

2,501 

- - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - --- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- ~ ----- - - - - --- - -- - - -, -- - - - - - - - -
New Hampshire--STA~E TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court9 ..................... . 

Haw~ii--STATE TOT~L ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Caurt •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court8 ..................... .. 

Maine--STATE TOTAL
7 
•••••••••••••••••.••••.• 

Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 
Indiana--Superior Court and Circuit 

Court (County Court Function)66 ...... 
Superior Court and Circuit Cour~ ••••• 
Criminal Court of Marion County •••••• 
County C~urt6 •••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
MUnicipal Court of Marion Count* ••••• 
Juvenile Cgurt of Marion County •••••• 
City Court .......................... . 
TOlfn Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

634 

640 

779 

3,807 

560 

33,464 
32,472 

992 

354 

26,972 
945 2,278 

24,694 

12,904 43,855 
21 , 71 9 45, 571 

18,541 
293 

18,248 

25,910 

621 

2,046 1,177 
23,864 

37,549 19,210 
34,577 32,713 

83t 

96t 
9O:t 
97t 

84t 
76t 

175$ 

52t 

44t 
72t 

61 11t 

(1,062) 
232 25t 

(830) 

6,306 5O:t 
10,994 5a 

5,278 
5,122 ' 

157 ; 

2,907 
55 

2,851 

3,462 
292 

3,170 

1,152 I, 
1,197 

n 
II 
l 

1 

lstate and court title 

11------------
U INCOMPLETE STATE DATA: (can't.) 

" ! Louisiana--City CoUrt and Parisg 
1 Court and :-lugi ci pa 1 Court •••••••••• I District Court ••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

!' Massachusetts--District r.our~ Department6 • 
j Housing Court Department 6 ••••••••••••• 
; Juvenile Court Department

6 
.••.•••••••• 

! Superior Court Department .......... .. 
11 Boston Municipal Court Department6 •••• 
II M'lssouri --Ci rcuit Court6 ................ .. 

r 
t1 
Ii 

I' 

Rhode Island--Superior Court6 ••••••••••••• 
District Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court6 ..................... . 

South Carolina--Magistrate Court6 ••••••••• 
Ci rcuit Court6 .••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil and Criminal Court6 ••••••••••••• 

I 
Utah--Juvenile Court6 •••••••••••••••••••.• 

Circuit Court6 ••••••••••• 6 ........... . 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••• 
illstrict Court6 ................. ., ... .. 

I 
! l", lIisconsin--Ci rcuit6 ....... ~ ••••••••••••••• 
i Municipal Justice Court •••••••••••••• 

State adUlt 
population 

in 
thousands 

2,723 

4,253 

3,524 

683 

862 

3,372 

Begin 
pending 

As percent 
of ffled 

End End 

Change in 
pending 

~iled Disposed pending !!.Di!.::s~p!!.os~e~d_.r.pe::.:n!::d~in~g Number Percent 

29,270 

198,12~ 
5,652 

36 

40,822i 

28,423j 

67,951 

27,683 

25,882 

34,679i 

27,166j 

23,878 

88t (3,388) 

(6,143)i 

86t (3,805) 

posed) per 
100,000 

population 

1,075 

107 

4,65s-i 
133 

1 

3,354 

2~. 
l,250'J 

821 

I', - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
t. 
l~ 
Ii 

california--supertor Court7 ••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MUnicipal Court .................... .. 

Georgia--Superior Court7 ••••••• , •••••••••• 
State Court a9d County Court ••••••••• 
Probate Court , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ., •••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrate's Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Kentuclcy--District Court7 ••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Michigan--Recorder's Court of Detroit7 •••• 

Montana--District Court7 •••••••••••••••••• 

Ohio--County Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mayor's Court' ....................... . 

Pennsylvani,--Philade1 Phia Municipal 
Court ............ r ... · ...... ·· .. ·· 

Court of Common Pleas •••• , ••••••••••• 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates •••••••••• 

Texas--District Court and Criminal •••••••• 
District Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court at Law and Constitutional 

County Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court7 ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court l ••••••••••• 

16,475 

3,561 

2,485 

6,470 

551 

7,645 

8,620 

9,291 

9,918 

50,977 
533,270 

16,969 

4,062 

46,072 
494,489 

15,842 

3,943 

8,354 

174,418 152,299 

6,527 

681 

6,090 

2,154 23,108 22,775 2,487 
24,612 264,704 254,634 34,682 

5,506 34,324 34,124 5,413 

7,602 7,950 

183,626j 143,156 
394,207 

9,886 5,666 

210,101 j 198,03s-i 
312,608 

9O:t 
93% 

93t 

97t 

8n 

93t 

99t 
96t 

99:t 

124t 

79t 

49:1; 

(4,905) 
(38,781 ) 

-1,564 -16t 

(119) 

(22,119) 

(437) 

11t 333 16t 
13t 10,070 4a 

16t -93-2:1; 

7a -1,936 -25~ 

(14,412)j 8tj 
(81,599) 

309 
3,237 

477 

114 

7,019 

101 

124 

302 
3,462 

398 

86 

1,541 
4,243 

- - - - - ---- - - - - - - - ---- - - - - - --- - -- - - ------- - - - - --- - - - - - - - --- --- - - - - - - - - - -- -
Virgfnia--Circuft Court8 •••••••••••••••••• 

District Court8 •• , •••••••••••••••••••• 

De1aware--Court of cgmmon P1eas8 •••••••••• 
Alderman's Court •••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••• 
Superior CDurt7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3,758 

417 

22,839 

1,130 7,411 

17 ,570 

22,246 97'1; 

7,394 1,147 lOOt 1St 

(593) 

17 

608 

1,777 

4,213 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 32: 
Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1979. (continued) 

State adult As percent Change in Filed (dis-
population 

State and court title in 8egin 
of til ed ~endin!! posed) per 

thousands 
End End 100,000 

pendin!! Filed Disposed pendin!! Disposed pendin!! Number Percent population 
INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't) 

Mary1and--Distric! Court7 ••••••••••••••••• 3,000 88,858 2,962 Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nebraska--County Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 1,125 33,961 36,500 10n (-2,539) 
District Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3,019 

Municipal Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Mexico--Magist~ate Court6 ••••••••••••• 836 13,096 1,567 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

West Virginia--MaBistrate Court11 ••••••••• 1,339 39,382 118,339 107,869 49,852 9a 42$ 10,470 27~ 8,838 
Circuit Court 1~""""""""""" 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Note: All available data that are 9~ or more complete are entered in the table. 
or less than 90~ complete, or that the calculations were inappro~rfate. 

81ank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

The cr!mina1 case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments or complaints. 
The cr~m!na1 case unit of count !s the number of defendants on the information, indictment or complaint. 
The cr~m~na1 case unit of count 1S ~he number of charges. 
The cr1m1na1 case unit of count is 1nconsistent statewide. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number assigned at arraignment 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of warrants issued • 
The crimfna1 case uni t of count is unknown. • 

Data are incomplete: 
Missour!--Circuit Court--Data include only data from associate circuit judges. 
Utah--C1rcuit Court--Data were not reported for the court located in American Fork. 

j Explanation of data included in category: 
Massachus:tts--District Court Department--These include OWl cases. 
Kansas--D1strict Court--Disposed and pending data include some criminal appeal cases. 
Texas--County Court at Law--Disposed and pending data include criminal appeal cases 
Utah--Circuit Court--Data include preliminary hearings. • 
Rhode Is1and--District Court--Data may include some traffic cases. 

i 

Vi 
I . 

\ i TABLE 33: 
109 

I Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1979. 
, I State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or felony/misdemeanor caseload. 

Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

j 
j 
1 

1 
.1 
" ') 
I 
4 
,.I 
I 

! 
I 
I 
j 

11 

l) 

H 
I 
I 
i 
\ 
i 
\ 

J 

1. 

State adult As percent Change in Filed (dis-
popul ati on of ffled pendin!! posed) per 

State and court title in 'Begin End End 100,000 
thousands pendin!! Filed Disposed pending Disposed pending Number Percent population 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 
I 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Guam--Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 828 415 286 957 69~ 23a 129 16~ 

I1iinois--Circuit Court6 •••••••••••••••••• 7,997 92,938i 507,160 479,662 144,275 95~ 28~ (27,498) 5,342 
Iowa--DistrictCourt6 •••• : •••••••••••••••• 2,080 28,120 99,483 99,050 28,553 10~ 28~ 433 2~ 4,783 
Kansas--District Court6 •••••••••••••• : •••• 1,724 8,397j 24,321 26,924j 6,636j -l,761 j -2aj 

1,411 j 
Missouri--Circuit court66 •••••••••• •••••••• 3,524 a 59,32sJ 52,OO~ 88~j (7,322)j 1,683 
Oklahoma--District Court ................. 2,076 46,859 59,361 56,587 49,603 95~ 84~ 2,744 6~ 2,859 

J - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - --- - - ---- - - --- - - -- - -- - - - - - - - --- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - --- - -- - - - - - - - -
Connecticut--Superior court7 •••••••• ? ..... 2,295 11,771 101,274 94,673 1 0, 543 93~ 1~ -1,22!!. -1~ 4,413 
District of Columbia--Superior Court ••••• 487 3,456 19,155 17 ,050 5,561 89~ 29~ 2,105 6a 3,933 

Not exclusive court ~urisdictfon: I 

A1aska--STATE TOTAL •• , •••••••••••••••••••• 261 14,799 5,670 

Superior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 283i 708 751 f 382i 99i 35~i !!71 
District Court6 •• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 12,507 4,792 
Magistrates' Court ••••••••••••••••••• 1,584 1,363 86~ (221 ) 607 

North Dakota--STAT~ TOTAL ............ ' ..... 462 15,293 14,001 92$ 11,292) 3,310 
Dfstrfct Court ••••••••••••••• ···6···· 919 908 99t (ll) 199 
County wfth Increased Jurisdictfon ••• 11,273 10,016 89~ 11,257} 2,440 
County Justice Court6 ••••••••••••••••• 3,101 3,077 99t (24) 671 

South Carolina--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court, County Cour~, and 

Civil and Crim~nal Court ••••••••••• 2,026 8,639 31,746 32,757 7,628 103~ 24,}; -1,011 -12$ 1,567 
Magistrate Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 67,951 3,354 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 350 3,567 18,197 17,534 4,230 96~ 23~ 663 19t 5,199 
Superfor court~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 23 25 40 8 16~ 32$ -15 -65~ 7 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,544 18,172 17,494 4,222 96~ 23~ 678 1!n 5,192 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - ---- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - ---- - - -- - -- - - - - - - --- - - - --- - - --- - - - -
Arfzona--STATE TOT~L •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,697 37,439 100,461 87,967 49,933 8B~ 5~ 12,494 3~ 5,920 

Superfor Court ••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 5,528 11,415 10,790 6,153 95~ 54~ 625 ,,'}; 673 
Justfces of the ~eace •••••••••••••••• 5,326 26,448 21,081 10,693 8~ 4~ 5,367 lOa 1,559 
City Magistrates ••••••••••••••••••••• 26,585 62.598 56,096 33,087 9~ 53~ 6,502 25,}; 3,689 

Co10rado--STATE TOJAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,972 41,108 37,764 
District Cou~t ••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,622 8,971 84~ Cl,651 ) 539 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11,449 30,486 28,793 13,142 S4~ 43'}; 1,693 15~ 1,546 

F10rfda--STATE TOJAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 6,633 272,253 235,986 87~ (36,267) 4,105 
Cfrcuit cour, •••••••••••••••••••••••• 106,959 91,148 85~ 115,811 ) 1,613 
Coun~ Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 165,294 144,838 88,}; (20,456) 2,492 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 612 5,'163 24,246 22,942 7,067 95~ 29" 1,304 23~ 3,962 
District Court7 ••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 1,224 2,936 2,874 1,286 9B~ 44~ 62 5~ 480 
Magistrate's Division •••••••••••••••• 4,539 21,310 20,068 5,781 94'}; 27~ 1,242 2n 3,482 

Kentucky--STATE T9TAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,485 (22,746) 184,304 161,558 88~ 7,417 
Cfrcuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,124 9,259 9a (865) 407 
District Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 174,180 152,299 8n (21,881 ) 7,009 

Washington--STATE JOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 2,829 82,924 2,931 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 12,171 430 
Dfstrict Co~rt 6nd Justices of 

70,753 2,501 the Peace •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 

-- - -- - - -- --------- - - - - -------------- - -- - - - - ---- -- ---- -- - - -- -- ., -- ---- - - - - -
Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 

Superior court: ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dfstrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

22,850 
14,546 
8,304 

60,562 
18,463 
42,099 

60,260 
18,939 
41,321 

23,152 
14,070 

9,082 

10~ 
103~ 

98,}; 

38~ 
76~ 
22$ 

302 a 
-476 -~ 

77B !n 

(continued on next page) 
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State and court title population As percent Change in FIled (dIs.! in Begin of filed pending d) 
thousands di End End P10s

e 
per! ~ ng Filed Disposed pending Disposed di 00.000 H 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction (con't.) pen :1g Number Percent popu1atioTl 

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL 634 1} Superi or Court9 • •• •• • ••• •• • ••• • 36, gOO t 
District Court9 ••• ••••••••••••• ••••••• 3.436 3,327i 5.820 i 

Municipal Court9 .. •••• .. ••••••••••••••• 32.472 5421 •••••••• '" •• •• •• •• ••• __ 992 5,
122 1 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
157 1 

Hawaii --STATE TOTAL - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -', 
Cire it C t 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 640 t Dist~ict ~~~rt8························ 2.B92 2.731 2~:~~~ 3.702 70a (3.278)\ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 18.248 ID 136% 810 28% 427 < (2.851 If 

Maine--STATE TOTAL 
Superior Court7·::::··················· District Co 6 ••••••••••••••••••• 

urt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MarY1caind--isTACTE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
reu t ourt6 • District Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••••• ....................... 

New Mexico--STATE TOTAL Dtstrict Cou
r
t 7 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Mit . ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 
ag s rate Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLllnE STATE DATA 

Arkansas--Circuit Court6 
Munici a1 Co 6 •••••••••••••••••• 

P urt •••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court. Police Court and 
Justice of the Peace Court6 •••• , ••••• 

Indiana--Superior Court and Circuit Court 
(County Court Functinn)6 

Superior Court and Circuit C~~~t~""" 
Criminal Court of Marion County6 ••••• 
County Court6 •••••••••••••••••• ~:::::: 
Municipal Court of Marion CountyD 
Juvenile Court of Marion Count yO ••••• 
City Court and Town Court6 •••••• :::::: 

Massachusetts--Superior Court Department6 •• 
District Court Department6 
Boston Municipal Court Dep~~~~~t~"'" 
HOllsing Court Department6 ••••• 
Juvenile Court Department6':::::::::::: 

New Jersey--Superior Cgurt (Law Division) 

Di
andicounty CQurt ••••••••••••••••••• 
str ct Court6 

Municipal Court6••••••••••••••••••••••• ...................... 

779 

3.000 

836 

1,542 

3.807 

4.253 

5.332 

2.411 

2.597 

29.455 
4,761 

24.694 

122.988 
34.130 
88.858 

18,385 
5.289 

13.096 

28.418 
4.554 

23.864 

31.103 

5,029 

2.889 

2.864 

6.938 9.861 10.744 6.055 

26.825 38.513 35.938 29.400 

12.904 43.855 37.549 19.210 
21.719 45.571 34.577 32.713 

198.12~ 

5.652 
36 

31.450 22.198 24.256 29.392 

96% 
97% 

91% 

95% 

61% 

54% 

(1.037) 
478 

(830) 

(3,027) 

267 10% 

1 09% 61% -883 -13% 

93% 76% 2.575 10% 

86% 44% 6.306 49% 
76% 72% 10.994 51% 

109% 132% -2.058 -7% 

3.781 il 611 ' 
3.170 . 

4.1 00 ~ 
1.138 I 
2.962 

2.199 
633 

1.567 

640 

1.012 

1,152 
1.197 

4.65aJ i 

133 
1 

416 

Rhode Is1and--Superior Court6 

MDis~rifct1CoCurt66··········::::::::::::: un,c pa ourt •••••••••••••••••••••• 

683 2,515 
28.42~ 

4,092 
27,16JJj 

(-1.577) 
(1,2571j 

368 
4,161 j 

I 

Tennessee--Cireuit CQurt and 
Criminal Court6 

Justice of the Pea~~·C~~~t~·::::::::::: 
3,134 27,325 

, 
872 I 

t 
j 

Utah--District Court6 
Juvenile Court6 •• ::::::::::::::::::::: 
C,; rcui t Court6 

862 2.103 
254j 

10.778ij 
z:: jf 

1.250ij 

2.225 106% (-122) 

Justice of the p~~~~'C~~~t'~"""""" ........... 
Wisconsin--Cfrcuit Court6 

Municipal Justice Court~':::::::::::::: 
3.372 40.870 36.230 89% (4,640) 1.~12 

Wyomfng--District Court6 
Justfce Cou 6 •••••••••••••••••• rt •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

312 664 1,613 1.573 697 98% 43% 33 5$ 517 

- - -- -- - - -- - - - - - - - ~ - - - - --- - - - -- - -- - - - -- -- -- - - ------- - ~ 
California--Superior Court7 16.475 i - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I' 

Justice Cou 7 ............... 53.931 49.217
i 

i J/ 
MUnici a1 c~~rt'······················· 50,977 46,072 91% (4.714)i 327

f 

P •••••••••••••••••••••• 533.270 494,489 ~~i 4,905 309 (38.781) 3.237 

.I 

fro ~ 

\ , 
\:; 

111 

\'1 1~( __________________________________ ~~~~ ______________________________ r-----~-----~n----r----~-T~r--
I State adul t As percent Change 1 n Fl1 ed (d1 s-
~ . population of filed Dending posed) per 
JState and court title in Begin End End 100.000 thousands pending Filed Disposed pending ;.=.D.!.:1s"'p.::.:os:.::e.::.d_p~e::..:n.:.;di::..:n ... g Number Percent population 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't.) 

I 
~ 
1 
1 
. ! 
1 
J 

Georgia--Superior Court7 ••••••• , •••••••••• 
State Court 39d County Court ••••••••• 
Probate Court , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ..................... . 
Magistrate's Court7 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Michigan--Circuit Court7 •••••• , ••••••••••• 
Recorder's Cou7t of Detroit ........ .. 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal court7 •••••••••••• , ••••••••• 

Montana--District COUl·t7 ............ L' •••• 

Justice co~rt7 ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••• 
City Court ••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

New York--Supreme Court and County Court7 •• 
Criminal c~urt of the City of 

New York .......... , ............... . 
Town and Vi11a~e Court ••••••••••••••• 
District C~urt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court .......................... . 

Ohio--Court of c~mmon P1eas7 •••••••••••••• 
County Court ., ...................... . 
Municipal cou7t •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mayor's Court ....................... . 

Pennsylvania--Court of Common P1,as7 •••••• 
Philadelphia Municipal cour, ••••••••• 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates •••••••••• 

1 Texas--District cour, and Criminal 1 District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
, County Court at Law. and 

3.561 

6.470 

551 

12,898 

7.645 

8.620 

9.291 

28.341 . 45.~80 

4,062 

9.063i 28,325i 
17.678 

791 2.962 

30,806 

7.576 33.544 
2.154 23,108 

24,612 264.704 

25.33gJ 50, 33sJ 
5.506 3C324 

56,229 85.411 

183.626j 143,156 

43,159 24,006 

3.943 

28.632i 
17,060 

2.756 

33.508 

33.709 
22,775 

254.634 

98El 

7,411 
2.487 

34.682 

53.751 j 27.885
j 

34.124 5.413 

85.117 56.523 

210.101 j 198.03aJ 

95% ,53% 

97% 

93% 

109% 

100% 
99% 
96% 

10~ 

33% 

22% 
11% 
13% 

-4.335 

(119) 

_307i 
(618) 

197 

(-2.702) 

-165 • 
333 

10.070 

2,546j 

-93 

294 

-15% 

25% 

-2% 
16% 
4)% 

1.277 

114 

. 438i 

273 

538 

239 

439 
302 

3.462 

70~ 
398 

919 

1,541 

1, 7 I Constitutional County cort •••••••• 
j Justice of ,the Peace Court ........... . ~ Municipal court7 ...................... 394,207 312.680 79% (81.527) 4.243 

, - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - -- -- - - - - - -1 
! 

f1 Virginia--Cireuit ~ourt8 ................. . 3.75B 54.735 53.506 98% (1,229) 1.456 

trl District Court ...................... . 

\ \ - -- - --- - - - - -- - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- - - --- - - - -
i North Carolina--suBerior Court9 ••••••••••• 3.992 10.584 32.129 30.979 11.734 96% 37% 1.150 11% 805 

1 District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

. ~ . 
~ - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - --- - - - --- - - - - -- - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

1,828 6.348 16.643 15,503 7.488 93% 45% 1.140 1~ 910 
i ,j oregJon--tCiireucit CtYHrtl0 .................. . 

us ce our ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.j District CourtlO .................... .. 

t

'l -D:':W:':-:s:p:';,~ ;,:,;7-.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.- - - - ;,; - - - ;.;,;,- -':7:'- - -,:,:,; - ;.;.;,- - - - - - - - - - - ;-:,:); --;7~- - - -,:,--
',~ CourtofCommonP1eas8 ................... 1.1307.411 7.3941,147 100% 15% 17 2'l. 1.777 

."~: J ti f th P C u to 17 570 4. 213 us ce 0 e ~ace 0 r • ••• • •• ••• • • 
Alderman's Court •••••••••• , •••••••••• 

1 (l Loufsiana--District cowt7 ................ 2.7l!3 (3,388) 1.075 
,1 City Court, Parisn Court and tl Municipal Court ................... . 

'{ Nebraska--Distri~t Court7 ................ . 
County Court ., ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

1 

\ 

West Vi rginfa--Maai strate court11 ........ . 
Circuit Court 1~······················ 
Munfcipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

1,125 

1,339 

29.270 

3.632 
33.961 

39.382 118.339 

25.882 

3.563 
36.500 

107.869 49.852 

08': 

98': 
107% 

91$ 42% 

(69) 
(-2.539) 

10,470 
'V 

27% 

323 
3.019 

8.838 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 33: 
Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1979. (continued) 

Note: All available data that are at least 90$ c'omplete are entered ,in the table. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailabll 
or less than 901 complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminai case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments or complaints. 
7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the infonnation, indictment or complaint. 
8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 

10 The criminal case unit of count is the number assigned at arraignment. 
11 The criminal case unit of count is the number of warrants issued. 
12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 

Incomplete st~te data: 
Alaska--Superior Court--Oisposed and pending data do not include .isdemeanors. 
Ca1ifornia-·,Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting period. 
Michigan--Circuit Court--Data were unavailable for the courts in A.·enac, Jackson and Wayne Counties. 
~QW Hampshire--Superior Court--Disposition data were unavailable from the court in Strafford County. 
Utah--Circuit Court--Data were not reported by the court in American Fork. 

j Explanation of data included in the category: 
Delaware--Superior Cburt--Disposed and pending data include some criminal appeal cases. 
Kansas--District Court--Disposed and pending datij include some criminal appeal cases. 
Missouri--Circuit Court--Figur~s include municipal appeals. 
Massachusetts-,·District Court CJepar~nt--ilata include DWI cases. 
Pennsylvania--Court of Common Pleas--Data include criminal trial de novo for appeal. 
Texas--County Court at law--Disposed and pending data include criminal appeals. 
Utah--Circuit Court--Data include preliminary hearings. 

--Juvenile Court--Fi1ed figures are the number of referrals. 

r~~~ :, I 
\ ' 113 
\ Ih-ABLE 34: 
\ :Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

\ 

,State population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violations caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
'percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 
i 
j State adult As percent Change in Flled (iffS'="" 
I popu1 ati on of fil ed _ pendi ng posed) per 

l;,State and court title in Begin End Ena 100,000 
U thousands • pending Filed Disposed pending Disposed pen.~ Number Percent population 
! 
;CIJIPlm STATE DATA 

I Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

I111nois--Circuit Court6 •••••••••••••••••• , 6 
Iowa--Distri ct Court •••••••• " •••••••••••• 
Utah--City Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District of Co1umbia--Superior Court7 ..... 
l Florida--County Court7 •••• , ••••••••••••••• 
~ Washillgton--Muni!:ipal Court ............. . 

i 

7,996 
2,OBO 

862 

487 
6,633 
2,829 

4B,352 

314 

74,B16 
75,919 
20,2971 

3,505 
68,541 
49,23B 

67,B72 
75,B01 4B,425 

3,548 
61,725 

271 

9a 
1001 

loa 
gO$ 

641 

81 

(6,944) 
73 

-43 -141 
(6,B16) 

936 
3,650 
2,355i 

720 
1,033 
1,740 

j- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ->- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I ii Hawaii--District CourtB ••••••••••••••••••• 640 ?,B6B 24,049 22,096 4,821 921 201 1,953 6BI 3,75B 

tJ 
'1 Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 
,I 

l California--STATE T9TAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
I MunicIpal Couft •••••••••••••••••••••• 

!.l Justice Court ....................... . 

16,475 5B,224 
53,401 
4,B23 

45,090 
41,187 
3,903 

771 
771 
Ba 

(13,134) 
(12,214) 

(920) 

353 
324 

29 

n 1('--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
jINCOMPlETE STATE DATA 
'} 

I , 
i 
I 
l 

louislana--City Court, Parish Court, 
Municipal Cgurt and Trafffc Court of 
Ne~ Orleans •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mayor's Court6 ....................... . 
2,723 93,05B 73,2B3 791 (19,775) 3,417 

.:!. ~ - - - ~"- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
',ij: Michfgan--District Court7 ....... ,......... 6,470 19,B59i 100,4041 97,893i 22,3701 971i 221i 2,511 i 131i 1,5521 

Common Pleas Co~rt of Detroit •••••••• 

f

i Municipal Court .......... ,........... 581 4,832 4,743 670 981 2114B: 89 151 75 
1 Recorder's Court of Detroit •••••••••• 125,056 68,543 44,073 149,526 641 b 24,470 201 1,059 

f

l Pennsylvania--Distrlct Justice ,ourt7 ••••• B,620 25B,223 217,117 B4$ 2,996 

1- __ P:t:s~u:g: ~i:y_M:g:s:r:t:s_ ~.~.~.~.~. _____ -~ _____________ ~o: ___________________________ (~)_ 
..; 
.j Nebraska--County Court6 ............. ...... 1,125 8,263 B,235 100$ (2B) 735 
'! Municipal Court7 ..................... . 

!------------------------~------~----------------.-------------------------------------
! Note: All available data that are at least 90$ complete are entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable 
,lor less than 901 complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

I,) 6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments or complaints. ' 

1,

1 7 The criminal case unit of count is the nl.tm~er of defendants on the infonnation, indictment or complaint. 
,! B' The criminal case unit of count is the numoer of charges. 
'~ 9 The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 
110 The criminal case unit of count is the number assigned at arraignment. 

Ii 12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 

l{ f Data are i ncampl ete: jl Mfchigan--Distrfct Court--Data were unavailable from the courts in Barry, Ecolse, Kentwood, livonia a~d Newaygo. 

1
\ Utah--Lircult Court--Oata were unavailable from the court located in Amerfcan Fork. 

i 

tl 
U f .. 1 

II 
Ii 
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TABLE 35: 
Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony preliminary caseload. Disposed and end pending a~ 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State and court title Begin 
pending 

s percent 
of filed 

End End 
Filed Disposed pendiwl Disposed pending Number Percent 

1 e 1 sl posed) per 
100,000 

population 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 
Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Iowa--District court6~ ••••••••••• " ••••••••• 
Maine--District Court .~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
Missouri--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Mexico--Magistrate Court6 •••••••••••••• 
Rhode Islan~ .. -Distr~ct Court6 ••• ~ •••••••••• 
South Carollna--Maglstrate Court •••••••••• 

2,080 
779 

3,524 

836 
683 

2,026 

3,834 

1,102 

22,617 23,609 2,603 
2,745 2,713 

27,618 22,064 

8,843 
7,297 7,170 

16,205 15,947 1,360 

1041; 121; -1,231 -321; 1,087 
991; (32) 352 
801; (5,554) 784 

1,058 
981; (127) 1,068 
981; 8$ 258 231; 800 

-------------------------------------_ .. _-------------------------------

Arizona--Justic~s of t~e Peace7 •••••••••••• 1,697 2,949 14,884 13,999 3,834 941; 261; 885 301; 877 

Colorado--County Court ••••••••••••• , •••••• 1,972 0 ~,439 2,439 0 1001; 0 124 

Dhtrict o~ Colum~ia-:S~peri~r Court •••••• 487 264 7,010 7,080 194 lOa 31; -70 -2n 1,439 

Idaho--Maglstrate s Dl~1~ion •••••••••••••• 612 2,033 5,699 5,533 2,199 971; 391; 166 81; 931 

Kentucky--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 2,485 23,496 21,149 901; (2,347) 946 

\ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
Hawaii--District court8 •••••••••••••••••••• 640 932 (146) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - --
North Dakota--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 

County C~urt wiSh increased 
Judsdlction ••• 'lb .. ·••·• ....••.••• 

County Justice Court ••••••••••••••••• 

462 1,385 1,253 

1,174 1,053 
211 200 

901; 

901; 
951; 

(132) 

(121) 
(11) 

300 

254 
46 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
West Virginia--Magistrate Courtll •••••••••• 1,239 4,085 11,196 9,871 5,410 881; 48:t 1,325 321; 836 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 261 1,674 1,373 821; (301 ) 641 

District court6 ••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 654 1,524 1,270 690 831; 451; 36 61; 584 

Magistrate's Court •••••••••••••• : ••• 150 103 691; (47) 57 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - --
Californ1a--STATE TOTAL.................... 16,475 

Justice Court7., ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 7,645 
County court7 .• , ......•.•••...••••.••.• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• •••• 

Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL ••••••• ,.......... 8,620 
Philadelphia Municipal Court •••••••••• 
District Justice court7 •••. , .•.•..••••. 
Pittsburgh City Magistrates ••••••••••• 

Wash1ngton--District Court7 an~ 

106,061 
8,188 

97,873 

4,611 48,004 
338 3,878 

4,273 44,126 

1,047 12,895 
96,822 

91 ,673 
6,957 

84,716 

46,648 5,967 
3,927 289 

42,721 5,678 

108,259 
11,790 1,655 
88,81:9 
7,600 

861; (14,388) 644 
951; (1,231) 50 
871; (13,157) 594 

9n 121; 1,356 291; 620 
lOa 81; -49 -141; 51 
9n 131; 1,405 331; 577 

(1,361) 
911; 131; 608 581; 150 
921; (7,953) 1,123 

88 

349 I 
- -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - -- - - - -- - - - - - --- - -- - - -- - ~ - -- - -- - - - - -\ 

Justice of the Peac~ Court •••••••••••• 2,829 9,876 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
Superi or Court8 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court8 ••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 

10,023 
146 

9,877 

16,088 
720 

15,368 

16,573 
722 

15,851 

9,538 
144 

9,394 

1031; 
1001; 
1031; 

-485 
-2 

-483 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - -- ---- - - - - - ---- - -- - - - --
liew Hampshire--STATE TOTAl. ••••••••••••••• • 

District court9~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Oregon--District r8urtl0 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nebraska--County Cou~t6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

634 

1,828 

1,125 

3,649 
3,547 

102 

1 ,546 1 0,405 

4,026 

576 
560 
16 

9,945 2,006 191; 460 301; 569 

5,933 1471; 1-1.907) 358 ! 
I 

.ote: All available data that are at least 901; complete are included in the table. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than 901; complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case u~it of count is the n~mber of informat1ons, indictments, or complaints. 
7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the informaton, indictment, or complaint. 
8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. o The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, indictment, or complaint at arraignment. 
1 The criminal case unit of count is the number of warr'ants issued. 
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TABLE 36: 
Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings, Courts reporting criminal appeals caseload. Disposed and end pending 
as a percent of filed Number and percent change in pending, Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State and court t'Jt1 e 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

A1aska--5uperior Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Circuit Court6 •••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--District Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Mary1and--Circuit Court6 •••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--5uperior Court6 ••••••••••••••• 
Ok1ahoma--District Court6 ••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Is1and--Superio~ Court6 ••••••••••••• 
Utah--District Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

State adult 
population 

in 
thousands 

261 
1,542 
1,724 
3,000 

5,332 
2,028 

683 
862 

Begin 
pending 

2,961 j 

654 
1,165 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 

Chdnge in 
pending 

Fil ed Di sposed ~ .;;..01;.::' s""po;:.::s;,.:;e.;:..d ---,pr:..;;e""n.;;..di:..:.;n""g Number Percent 

155 
5,005j 5,186j 2,78oJ 104%j 56%j -181 j -6%j 

842 
4,112 4,631 113% (-519) 

2,784 2,699 739 97% 27% 85 13% 
429 357 1,237 83% 288% 72 6% 

1,067 
293 270 92% (23) 

Filed ldis-\ 
posed) per I 
100,000 

popu1 aU on 

59 
325j 

49 . 
137 

52 
21 

156 
34 

! Arizona--Superior Court7 •••••••••••••••••• 1,697 451 1,852 1,829 474 99% 26% 23 5% 109, i 

Ca1ifornia--Superior cou7't7 ............... 16,475 2,349i 2,170i 92%i (179)i 141 f 
Del aware--Superi or Court .. ........ ....... 417 221 53 l 
;;;:;~;:~;;~;;;:;:;~;::;::::::::::::::::::: ::;;; 555

9
7' '5396::'8' '53:028;' 69187i: 89;;' '1°O::' ':6:00:; '11':' ;29~i il!f 

Michigan--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 6,470 b ~b b \ 

Nebraska--Oistrict Court7 ................. 1,125 1,23~ l,147j 93%j (90lj l10J i 
Penn~y1vania--Cou~t of Co~on P1eas7 ...... 8,620 2,807j 12,566 12,474j 2,87~ 99%j 23%j 66J 2$j 146j I 
Wash1ngton--Superlor Court ............... 2,829 3,053 108 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 

New Hampshire--Superior Court9 •••••••.•••• 
North Caro1ina--Superior Court9 ••••••••••• 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Texas--County Court at Law and 
Constitutional County Court7 ••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DAT~ 

Massachusetts--Dis!rict Court6 •••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••• 12 ..•••...•....•• 
Boston Municipal Court •••••••••••••• 

634 
3,992 

9,291 

4,253 

7,310 
2,706 

24,462 

81,357 

20,715 
827 850 

3,642i 
23,608 

718 

8,164 

959 

97't 

84% 

33% 854 12% 

113% 132 16% 

I 

427 t-

613 I 
I 

876 ! 

487 
20 

North Dakota--District Court6 ••••••••••••• 462 47 49 104% (-2) 10 I 
County Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

--------------------------------------------------,- ---------------------! 
Colorado--District C~urt and Denver 

Superior C~urt ••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1,972 540 354 66% (186) 
I 

27 , 

Note: All a'vailable data that are at least 90% complete are in the Table. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were una~'af1able or less I. 
than 90% complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of infonnations, i'ndictments, or complaints. 
7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the infonnation, indictment or complaint. 
8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
g The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 

12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 

Data are incomplete: 
California--Superior Court--One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting period. 
New Hampshire--Superior Court--Disposition data were missing from Strafford County. 

j ExplAnation of data included 1n the category: 
Arkansas--Circuit Court--Figures include some original misdemeanor cases. 
Nebraska--District Court--Figures include civil appeals. 
Pennsy1vania--Court of Common Pleas--Data include non-criminal appeals. 

,"] 

TABLE 37: Criminal disposition types for triul courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter Jurisdiction: 

These tables display data for the general . 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts that 
report manner-of-disposition data. In Table 37 
the states are grouped according to the unit used 
in counting criminal cases. 

Sources of data are found in the individual coort 
p."ofiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in definitions: 

Table 37 indicates the various units used in 
counting cases from state to state. Only a few 
states report sufficiently complete data to make 
between-state comparisons of the proportion of 
total caseload disposed by each manner of 
disposition. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Number and ~ercent of total dispositions for 
each manner of is position. Dividing the number 
of cases for each manner of disposition by the 
total number of similar cases results in the 

proportions of cases disposed by each manner of 
disposition. These figures cail be compared 
between courts t.hat count cases in the same way 
(i.e., the same unit of countl. 

Limitations on use: 

The distribution of the proportions of cases 
by different manners of disposition is affected by 
the method used for counting cases in the court. 
Dismissals will make up a higher percentage of 
dispositions in those courts that use a 
paper-based or charge-based count. Before making 
comparisons between states and courts, be sure 
that they both use the same unit of count. 

The distribution is also affected by the order 
with which procedures are carried out by the court 
and the prosecutor, The proportion of dismissals 
will be lower in courts that screen cases before 
filing them than in courts that screen cases after 
they are filed, 

In addition, care should be taken to ensure 
that a dismissal in one state means the same as a 
dismissal in another state. For example, some 
states may distinguish between dismissals by 
prosecutors and by judges, while others may treat 
them as the same. 
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TABLE 37: 
Criminal disposition types for trial courts, 1979. 
State adult population within unit of cOLint groupings. Courts reporting criminal disposition types. Pleas, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle prosequi, 
and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of criminal dispositions. 

Plea Trial conviction Total conviction "'cQultnl No II e proseQu I Dismissal 
Tote I As As As As As As As 

crlmlnel PIII"cent pIII"cent pIII"cent percent percent percent percent 
State, (X)urt title, and unit of count dlsposl- Tote I of dls- of dls- of of dls- of dls- of dls- of dls-

tlons trlels Nunblll" lXl'Ied Nunblll" posed trlels Nunblll" posed Nunber Eosed Nunber posed Nurroer posed 

Infor-tlons, 'ndl~. CUlplaants 

"'leska--SupBrlor- Court •••••••••••••••••••••• --'i5~ 127' 416' 55%' 85 1 lU' 67%' 501' 67%' :nl 4%' 1561 21%1 

Georg I e-SupIII"I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 43,15~1 4,405 1 34,644 1 60%1 1J,4371J J1~1J (J) 
StI!tB Court end County Court •••••••••••••• 67, 505b I 3,191 1 39,D41 56%1 16,4571J 24%1J (J) 

Indlan..--Hunlclpel Court of Merion County ••• 34,577 7,001 
Kanses-Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 26,924 1,244 14,256 53% 915 3% 74%' 15,171 56% 329 U 6,541 24% 2,023 6% 
New JeI"sey--ST ... n:: TOTAL ..................... 346,898 12,038 

SupIII"lor- Court (Law end Chencer-y 
Divisions) .............................. 27,116 2,612 12,743 47% 1,327 5% 47% 14,070 52% 1,136 4% 6,701 32% 

County District Court ..................... 4,265 473 
l4unlclpol Court ........................... J17,517 2,656 

North Dokote-Dlstrlct Court ................ 1,004 179 580 56% 162 16% 90% 742 74% 17 2% 151 15% 
SQuth Carollna--Clrcul)' Court ............... 32,757 1,595J 23,562 72% 1,255 4% 79JJ 24,617 76% 340 U 5,631 18S 1,173 4% 
Tennessee--Clrcult Court Bnd 

Cr-imlnal Court ............................ 28,31 gJ 3,62oJ 16,646 59JJ 2,799 10JJ 77JJ 9,445 33JJ 621 3JJ 2,059 7JJ 2,578 9JJ 
utah--ST ... n:: TOTAL ........................... 27,692 1 4,300 1 11,4031 41%1 5,7361 21 %1 

District Court ............................ 2,495 1 425 1 1,431 1 57%1 3691 15%1 
Circuit Court ............................. 25,197 3,675 9,972 40% 5,367 21% 

Vermont--ST ... n:: TOT ... L •••••••••••••••••••••••• 18,DOI 2241 11,!l961 66%1 4,855 1 27J 1 661 1 4%1 

Su?erlor Court ............................ 42' 51 121 29%1 11 2%1 121 29%1 
District Court ............................ 18,088 219 11,984 66% 4,654 27% 649 4% 

Wyomlng--Dlstrlct Court ............ , ......... 1,573 324 764 49% -410 26% 

Hu....,. of dIIfendenn 

Ar-Izone--Superlor- Court ..... ., .............. 13,175 --, ,-o"i"T" 7,000 54% 2,5J1J 19i1-- 722J 5il 
Cl!llfor-nle-ST"'TE TOT ... L., ................... 728,711 1 71,663 1 420,039 1 56%1 59,0601 0%1 82%1 481,033 1 66%1 156,0401 21 %1 

Superior- Court ........ " ................... " ,387' 6,3321 36,565 1 7U l 5,4081 10%'/ 65%1 41,973 1 62%1 5,9131 12%1 

Justice Court ............................. 56,932 7,166 25,470 45% 5,252 10% 73S 32,656 57% 8,165 14% 
Municipal Court ........................... 620,392 56,365 358,O~ 58% 46,400 8J 86% 406,404 (;6% 141,962 23% 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court ................. 94,687 1 1,475 1 

DelaWare-Superior- Court .................... 3,186 319 1,962 62% 227 7% 71% 2,169 69~ 55 2% 796 25% 41 IS 

District of Col unb la-SupBr lor Court ........ 29,404' 1,190' 1,292' 25%1 615' 2S' 52%' 7,907 1 27%' 3301 lSi 4,657' 16%1 1,861' 6S 1 

Florld..--ST"'TE TOT ... L ........................ 297,711 1 14,311 1 109,2061 37%1 4,403 1 U l 31%1 113,609 1 38%1 4,!;S8 1 U l 83,0961 28~1 
Circuit Court ............................. 91,148 1 4,174 1 19,091 1 21%1 2,0281 2%1 49%1 21,119 1 23%1 1,331 1J I %IJ J5,733 1J 39%1J 
County Cc>urt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 206,563 10,137 90,115 44% 2,375 IS 23% 92,490 45S 3,037J 2JJ 47,36JJ 23JJ 

H<lwall--Clrcult Court ....................... 1,961 238 928 47% 446 23J 149 8% 
District Court ............................ 40,344 1 9,628 1 24%1 1,447 1 4%1 5,2821 13%1 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court ..................... 35,312 1J 3,782 1 20,161 1 57%1 2,416 1 7%1 64%1 22,891 1 65%1 1,3661 4%1 16,676 1J 47%IJ 

Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court ..................... 29,1401 2,607' 11,267' 39%' 3,944' 14%1 

MunicIpal Court ........................... 5,916 368 1,499 25% 1,086 16% 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 266,917 1 12,775 1 79,1121 26~1 36,795 1 14%1 

/oIontona;--Dlstrlct Court ..................... 2,7~6 222 1,543 56% 166 6~ 75% 1,709 62% 56 2~ (J) (J) 66I J 24JJ 

\ 
New Vor-k--ST ... n:: TOT ... L ....................... 374,670 6,164 19',826 52% 3,002 1% 61% 197,626 ,,% 2,496 U 137,722 37% 

A, Supremo Court' and County Court ............ 33,508 3,486 29,144 n~ 2,~05 7~ 72% 26,649 79% 1,092 3~ 5,767 17% 
Crlmlnol Court ot the City of New york .... 200,456 1,056 93,108 46% 421 <1% 40% 93,529 47~ 70' <1% 7A,337 '9% 
District Court ~nd cltr Court ••••••••••••• 140,706 1,640 76,574 54% 676 1% 53% 77 ,450 55% 764 <1% 53,616 '8% 
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Oh lo--STAlE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 311,1181 19,708 1 156,2081 5(i'ir 
Court of Conmon Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••• 33,709 3,940 :.10,251 60% 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 22,775 1 2,081 1 9,0031 39%1 
J.\Jnlclpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 254,6341 13,687 1 126,954 1 50%1 

Pennsylvanl .... -STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 495,046 1 60,081 1 235,7261 48%1 
Court of Conrnon Pleas ...................... 53,751 1 7,373 1 24,0061 45%1 
Philadelphia Municipal Court •••••••••••••• 28,5681 2,8381 3,005 1 10%1 
Olstrlct Justice Court •••••••• , ••••••••••• 412,727 49,870 208,715 51% 27,941 

Texas--STAlE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 886,999 134,630 651,7" 73% 113,854 
0' drlct Court and Crlmln"l 

District eo...-+----•••••••••••••••••••••• 91,238 4,071 49,189 54% 3,226 
County Court at L"" and Constitutional 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 210,101 3,330 77,379 37% 1,841 
J.\Jnlclpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 312,6081 78,3221 117,9501 38%1 70,5831 

Justice of the Pel!Ce Court •••••••••••••••• 273,0521 48,907 1 163,2901 60%1 43,2041 

Vlrglnla--Clrcu It Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 53,836 15,750 22,870 42% 

NIl ..... at c:harges 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••. ,. ••• 76,111 1 12,345 20,986 28%1 4,916 
Super lor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18,939 4,923 6,584 35~ 2,565 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 57,1721 __ 7_,422 1 14,401 25%1 2,351 

No CXln5Ist-t deflnltlon 

North Carolln..--Superlor Court •••••••••••••• 30,9791 16,9931 55~1 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 347,174 38,687 126,197 36J 

Note: All avallab Ie data ore entered In the tab Ie and all appropriate c"lculwtlons ere Included. 
I n"ppropr I ate. 

bpartlcular court or report I ng system Inforllltltlon: 
The nunbers of dispositions reported for Georgia courts In this t.ble ore different 

from those reported In the rest of this report. Georgia defines a case differently 
when counting types of dispositions than It does when counting filings or tot. I 
dispositions. Th" total disposition f Iguras used here "re tho SUIIIS of the nunbars 
of cases given under el!Ch type of disposition. 

dC"se definition or unit of count: 
H ... " 11--0 I str Ict Court-::The un I t of count Is the nunber of ch.rg ..... 

ID.ta are not co"", I ete: 
Alaska~-Superlor Court--oat. ere given for felony cases only. 

11,365 1 4%1 40,905· 13~1 

3,872 lU 566 Z% 
1,3021 6%1 3,8521 17%1 
6,191 1 2%1 36,487 1 14~1 

64,8301 13%1 
i,373 1 14%1 "91 1%1 

13,9621 49%1 
7% 56% 236,656 57% 21,929 5% 43,495 10% 

13% 88% 526,662 59% 13,610 2% 225,803 25% 

3% 79% 52,415 57% 579 1% 30,399 33% 

U 55% 79,220 38% 1,489 1% 96,584 46% 
23%1 9O~1 188,533 1 60%1 7,8391 2%1 40,052 1 13%1 
16%1 88%1 206,494 1 76%1 3,7031 iJl 58,7681 2U l 

8,142 15% 2,295 4% 

26%1 66%1 23,665 3Ul 9,975 13% 27,778 36%' 
14% 52% 6,913 36% 2,358 12% 6,913 36% 

4%1 32%1 16,752 29%1 7,617 13%1 20,885 36% 

10,491 1 34%1 
70,981 20% 

!Hank spaces Indicate that either the deta were un.v.11 ab Ie or the c"lcul"tlons .. ere 

Puerto Rlco--Dlstrlct Court-All date Include IIls~ end felony 
cases only. The totel trials figure ""5 estlmeted by adding the trial convictions 
end trial I!!Cqulttals. Grand total does not Include ordinance vIolations. 

Texas-Munlclpal Court lind Justice of the Pel!Ca Court--Data contained In this table ere 
based on en Incomplete nunbar of monthly reports received. The reporting rates for 
the various courts were: Municipal Court--alghty-nlna percant; Justice of the Peace 
Court-seventy-nlne percent. 

District Court and Criminal District Court--Date Include folooy/.ls.........". cases 
only. 

Uteh--Dlstrlct Court-llate InclUde f"IOIIy/.l~ C6SOS only. 
Vermont--Superlor Court--Data InclUde feiOllY. lOis...........,.... sentence revl." only, and 

eppeel cases on I y. 
Call lorn I a--Super lor Court--<lne court reported data for only the first six monttos of 

the report I ng per lod • JExplanatlon of date InclUded In the category: 
• Connectlcut--Suporlor Court--Data are given for felony and .. 's~ cases only. 
District of Colunble-Data Include f"Iony •• lsd_ .. IOf", end ordln...c:e vlelatlon 

cases only. 
Florld .... -Clrcult Court--o .. te era given for f.lony cases only. 
Georgl .... -Superlor Court--Data are given for c.ses filed after June 30, 1970 only. 
Ha ... ell--Dlstrlct Court--Data do not Include pre".Inry ,."..In9 cesas. 
1lllnols--Clrcult Court--Dah are given for f.lony cesas only. 
Mlchlgen--Clrcult Court--oate were unavalloble from three counties. 

District Court--oat" were unavalloble from five locations. 
North Carolina-Superior Court--Dah 1!1"8 given for f.lony cases only. 
Ohlo--County Court and Munlclpel Court--Dete given do not Include ,,",".Inary 

he .. lng cases. 
Pennsylvanla--Court of Conrnon Pleas-Oata Include felony/.I.~ cases only. 

Philadelphia Municipal Court--Date are given for ml5~ "criminal" cases only. 

Arlzon .... -Nollo prosequi data Include SOfIIO dlsmlssels. 
Florld..--Some dismissals ere InclUded with acqulttels. 
I'eorgle--Dlsmlssal date ere Included with tho nol Ie prosequi date. 
1IIII1OIs--The dl~,"I5Sal figure Includes ceses reduced to 101............".. The total 

dispositions figure does not Include defendants .. ho wero convicted of mls~ 
Montane--The dismissal figure Included nol Ie prosequi. 
No" York--The total trials date are based on e defendent count, not the trial count 

reported In the stete profile. This reporting makes the trial date cO"1'eroble with 
the other data presanted In this toble. 

SQuth Cerollna--The total trlels figure .. as estlmeted bV adding the trial convictions and 
'trIal M!quit-taill' 

Tannessea--The number of dispositions and the nunber of trials ..,." estimated from tho 
crlmlnel disposition breDkdown date. 
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TABLE 38: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1979. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Subject matter jurisdictions are visually 
quite apparent in Tables 27 and 38, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" indicate 
what case types were reported for each piece of 
trial data. These breakdowns were made to 
facilitate comparative analysis among courts and 
case types. Both general jurisdiction and limited 
jurisdiction courts are included. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classified in each case category vary from state 
to state. The categories "law" and "equity" have 
been added to the CSIM case types on Table 27 in 
order to accommodate those states that have 
reported trial data for cases they classify as 
"law" and "equity." Overlap exists between these 
categories and the CSIM case types, which focus on 
subject-matter rat.her than on the remedy sought. 

Variations in counting both cases and trials: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. Caseload cannot be 
compared among courts that do not count cases in 
the same way. 

The definitions used by each court to count 
trials are indicated in the third column in Tables 
27 and 38, the second column in Table 42. 
Comparisons can be made between courts that count 
tri a'/ sin the same way. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Trials as a ~ercent of dispositions. Dividing 
the number Df tr als conducted by the total number 
of cases disposed of for the appropriate case type 
results in the trial rate for that case type for 
the court. 

Jury trials as a ~ercent of dispositions. 
Dividing the number 0 jury trials conductea by 
the total number of cases disposed of for the 
appropriate case type results in the jury trial 
rate for that case type for the court. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons on these tables must be restricted 
to the court level, and must be controlled for 
case type, unit of count, and trial definitions. 
State totals have not been computed in order to 
avoid any temptation to compare "apples and 
oranges. " 

Care should also be taken to compare only 
those courts that share similar rules regarding 
the availabiiity of jury trials. For example, 
some states make it more difficult for a criminal 
defendant to waive a jury trial than other 
states. Similarly, in some states both parties to 
civil litigation must agree to a jury trial, while 
in other states one of the parties can demand a 
jury trial. l' 

L. 

I 
I 
L 
t 
I 
l. 
I·; 

I, 
t ' 

I 
t 

121 

TABLE 38: . d' "f s by case type 1979. t f 
Criminal jury and non-jury trial ISPO.S; ~op 't' OisPosition~ per case type, number of trials, trials as a percen 0 

State and court. Crimina,l cas~ tlyp~s'1~r~st~~ a ep~~~~~i of dispositions and of trials. 
dispositions, number of Jury tna s, Jury na 

State, Court 
Title and Unit 
of Count 

Informations, 
i nd i ctments , 
or cOlf4llaints 

Alaska: 
Superi or Court ••••••••• •••••••••••• 
Di stri ct Court ••••••••• •••••••••••• 

Indiana: 
County Cou rt ••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of Marlon County ••• 

Iowa: 
Di strl ct Court •••••••• ••••••••••••• 

Kansas: 
District Court •••••••• ••••••••••••• 

Maine: 
Superior Court •••••••• ••••••••••••• 

Maryl and: 
Circuit Court ••••••••• ••••••••••••• 

New Jersey: 
Superior Court •••••••• ••••••••••••• 
County District Court ••••••••• ••••• 
Municipal Court. •••••• ••••••••••••• 

North Dakota: 
01 stri ct Court ••••••••• •••••••••••• 

Oklahom3: 
01 stri ct Court. ••••• ••••••••••••••• 

Ore90n : 
CI rcuit Court. •••••• ••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••• •••••••••••• 

South Carolina: 
Magistrate Court ••••••• •••••••••••• 

South Dakota: 
Circuit Court ........ ••••••••• .... • 

Utah: 
District Court ........ •••••• ...... • 
Circuit Court .................. •• .. 

Vermont: 
Superior Court ••••••• •••••••••••••• 
District Court. ............... • .. •• 

Wisconsin: 
Circuit Court •••••••• •••••••••••••• 

Case Type 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + 

+ + 

+ 

+ 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + 
+ 

+ + 
+ + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

Jury/ 
trial 
defi ni -
tion 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A 
A 

A 
A 

C 
C 
C 

C 
C 

F 

A 

B 
G 
G 

A 

A 
A 
A 

C 
C 

A 

C 
C 

C 
C 

A 
8 

F 
F 
F 

H 

Number of 
di sposi
tions per 
case type 

751. 
18,827J 

36,908i 
34,577 

15,098 
83,952 
75,801 

10,255 
16,669 

5,174j 

36,64Jj 

24,256 
4,265 

317,517 

1,004 

20,510 
36,077 

357 

15,503. 
22,334' 

530,65sj 

2,6821 
10,8941 

2,225 
25,197 

40 
18,OBB 

12,352 
23,878 
20,084 

Number 
of 

trials 

Tri al s 
as a 
percent 
of 
dl spo
sitions 

127. 
909J 

4,146i 
7,001 

1,762 
4,719 
4,239 

599 
645 

66Jj 

ll,882j 

2,812 
473 

2,656 

179 

1,966 
4,121 

183 

1,905. 
3,5471 

lil4,73ro 

1601 
6691 

425 
3,875 

5 
219 

1,122 
920 

2,337 

171.. 
51.J 

111.1 
201. 

121. 
6% 
61. 

61. 
41. 

13~ 

32')',.i 

121. 
111. 

11. 

18~ 

101. 
ll~ 
511. 

12~ 
161.1 

20~ 

61.i 
611i 

19~ 
15~ 

12~ 
11. 

91-
4~ 
1~ 

Number 
of jury 
trials 

114. 
529J 

141i 
69 

611 
332 

45 

463 
81 

Jury 
trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

41. 
<11. 
<11. 

41. 
<1~ 

Jury 
trl al s 
as a 
percent 
of 
trials 

901.. 
581.J 

31.i 
11. 

35~ 
71. 
11. 

771. 
13~ 

445j 9~ 67~ 

2,318 

52 

1,134 

2,267j 

1031 
141i 

279 
350 

1 
167 

522 
276 
125 

5~ 

121. 
11. 

2~ 
a 
41. 

121. 
121. 

291. 

591. 

661. 
9~ 

201. 
76~ 

46~ 
301. 

51. 

1,573 324 21~ 71 51, 22~ 

Wyoming: + 01 strict Court ,.................... ...:._~~~ ____________ _ 

Number of Defendants 

Al abama: 
Circuit Court •••••••• •••••••••••••• 

Arizona: 
Superior court ••••••••• •••••••••••• 

City Magistrates Court ••••••••• •••• 

Ca 1 Horni a: 
Superi or Court •••••••• ••••••• .. •••• 

Justice Court ••••••••• ••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •••••••• •••••••••••• 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

A 

8 
8 
8 
8 
B 

c 
C 
B 
8 
II 
F 
F 
F 

24,552 

10,557 
233 

1,829 
92 

56,096 

49,217 
2,170 

46,072
j 6,597 

3,903 
494,489 
41,187 
84,716j 

7,282 

710 
11 

295 
1 

7,172 

6,793 
1,593 
3,561 
3,502j 

123 
11,951 

879 
44,535j 

30~ 

7~ 
5~ 

16~ 
11. 

13~ 

14~ 
n~ 
81.. 
53~ 
3~ 
2~ 
2% 
53~ 

1.567 6~ 22~ 

635 6~ 89~ 
8 3~ 73% 

18 1~ 6~ 
o 01. Q1, 

86 <1~ 1~ 

4,472 9~ 66~ 

447
j 

l=l l~:l 
23 <1"10" J,.J 

1 <1~ 11. 
4,467 1~ 371. 

11 . <l1o 11. 
119J <l')',.i 7~ 
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TABLE 38: 
Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. (continued) 

Case Type 

State, Court 
:rit1e and Unit 
of Count 

NuMber of Defendants (continued) 

Colorado: 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connecticut: 
+ 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + + 
Delaware: 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••• +. + 
District of Columbia: 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + 
+ 

Flori da: 
Ci rcui t Court...................... + 
County Court....................... + 

Hawaii: 
Ci rcuit Court...................... + + 

Idaho: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

+ 

Magistrate's Division 
of District Court................ + 

Illinois: 
Circuit Court...................... + 

Michigan: 
Circuit Court...................... + 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Montana: 
District Court..................... + + 

New York: 

+ 

Supreme Court and County Court.... + + 
District Court and City Court...... + + 

Ohio: 
Court of Common Pleas.............. + 
County Court....................... + 
Municipal Court.................... + 

Pennsy1 vani a: 
Court of Common Pleas.............. + + 
Philadelphia Municipal Court....... + 
District Justice Court............. + + 

Texas: 
District Court and 

Criminal District Court.......... + 
+ 

MUnicipal Court.................... + 
Justice of the Peace Court.,....... + 
County Court at Law, Constitutional 

County Court, and Probate Court.. + 

Washington: 
Superior Court..................... + 

Number of charges/counts 

Del aware: 
Court of Common Pleas.............. + 

Georgia: 
Superior Court..................... + 

+ 
State Court and County Court....... + 
Probate Court •• """"""" ••• ". + 

Puerto Rico: 
Superior Court""".,',.,"', •••• , + 

+ 
Virginia: 

Circuit Court...................... + 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+, 
<j 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Jury/ 
tri a1 
defi ni -
tion 

C 

C 

C 

A 
A 
A 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 
C 

C 
C 

A 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

A 
A 

C 
C 
C 

A 
A 
A 

C 
C 
A 
A 

A 

C 

C 

A 
A 
A 

A 
A 

C 
C 
E 

Number of 
di sposi
tions per 
case type 

28,793 

94,673 

3,186 

3,960 
13,090 
3,548 

91,148 
206,563 

1,921 
40 

2,681 
193 
52 

20,068 
5,533 

35,312i 

28,632i 
508i 

97,893i 
189,034i 

4,743 
1,173 

2,756 

33,508 
140,706 

33,709 
22,775 

254,634 

53,751 
34,124i 

412,727 

75,231 
9,BB6 

312,60Bi 
273,052i 

210,101 

12,956i 

7,394 

27,317 
15,B42 
67,505 
3,943 

9,897 
9,042 

31,260 
22.246 

330 

Number 
of 

tri a 1 s 

1,777 

1,475 

319 

575 
478 
137 

4,174 
10,137 

234 
4 

1,936 
136 
16 

13,520 
1,748 

3,782i 

2,052i 
lSi 

7,096i 
5,679i 

327 
41 

222 

3,488 
1,640 

3,940 
2,081 

13,687 

7,373 
2,838i 

49,870 

3,967 
104 

78,322i 
4B,907i 

3,330 

2,790i 

7,394 

3,511 
894 

3,191 
85 

2,62B 
2,295 

9,103 
6,561 

86 

• 

Tri a1s 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

6% 

?% 
10% 

14% 
4% 
4% 

5% 
5% 

12% 
10% 

72% 
70% 
31% 

67% 
32% 

10'; 
<1% 

12% 
9% 
5% 

14% 
8%i 

12% 

100% 

13% 
6% 
5% 

<2% 

27% 
25% 

29% 
29% 
26% 

Number 
of jury 
tri al s 

251 

518 

269 

52B 
377 

2 

2,761 
2,106 

19B 
o 

1,348i 

1,542i 
2i 

50Bi 
l,025i 

10 
2 

'111 

2,132 
113 
944 

2,726 

2,97~ 
7% 

nBi 
477i 

1,266 

l,619i 

50 

2,7B2 
375 

1,058 

451 
32 

2,182 
702 

Jury 
tri a 1 s 
as a 
pl!rcent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

<1% • 

8% 

13% 
3% 

<1% 

3% 
1% 

10% 
0% 

4% 

6% 
<1% 
<1% 

5% 

12% 

1,% 

10% 
2% 
2% , --
5% 

<1% 

7% 
3% 

Jury 
trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
trials 

14% 

35% 

B4% 

92% 
79% 

1% 

66% 
21% 

B5% 
0% 

54,; 
5% 
7% 

37% 

75,;j 
7% 
1%i 
1%1 

3B% 

5B% 

1% 

79% 
42% 
33% 

17% 
1% 

24% 
11% 

~ 
II I 

State, Cou rt 
Title and Unit 
of Count 

No consistent definition 

North Carolina: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••• ••••••• + 

District Court •••••••••••••••• ••••• 

Case Type 

+ 
+ 

Jury/ 
trial 
defi ni -
tion 

C 
C 
E 

Number of 
disposi
tions per 
case type 

30,979 
23,608 

347,174 

Number 
of 

tri al s 

38,687 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

11% 

Number 
of jury 
tri a1s 

Jury 
tri a1 s 
as a 
percent 
of 
di spo
sitions 

2,220 7% 
1,563 7% 

Jury 
tri a 1 s 
as a 
percent 
of 
tri a 1 s 

Note: All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are. included. 
were unavailable or the calculations were inappropriate. 

81ank spaces indicate that the data 

-- = Not applicable. 

+ = Data are given for these case types. 

iData are incomplete: lllinois--Circuit Court--Trials in which defendants were found guilty of a reduced charge were not included in the data. 
lndiana--County Court--Data do not include redocketed criminal cases which represent about 2% of the misdemeanor dispositions. 
Maine--District Court--As a result of the implementation of the new reporting system, data were available for the second half of 

the 7eporting period only. ' 
Michigan--Circuit Court--No data were given from the following counties: Arenac, Jackson, and Mason. 

District Court--No data were available from the following locations: Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Lapeer County, Kalamazoo, Livonia, 
Muskegon County, St. Joseph's County, South Haven, and Southfield. 

Oregon--Municipal Court--On1y 129 courts reported data. Partial reports were received from 3 municipalities. 
Pennsylvania--Philadelphia Municipal Court--Data include only those cases listed as criminal in tne misdemeanor category. 
South Dakota--Oata for all courts do not include data for the 6.5 full-time equivalent Lay Magistrates or 12.6 Lawyer Magistrates 

of the Circuit Court. The misdemeanor cases are limited to high grade, Class 1 cases which represent 8% of the total 
misdemeanor dispositions. 

Texas--The Municipal Court reported 89% of their monthly county reports, and the Justice of the Peace Court 79%. 
Washington--Superior Court--Incomplete disposition data were reported for the case categories marked for one court location. That 

court was able to report dispositions only for cases fi led during 1979. 

jExplanation of data included in the category. 
Alaska--District Court--Data include misdemeanor traffic cases, which comprise approximately 33% of the data. 
California-- Preliminary hearing trial data exclude decisions only relevant to cases being bound over. 
Maine--Superior Court--Data also include traffic cases. 
Maryland--Other cases include postconviction remedy and sentence review cases. 
South Carolina--Data could not be separated from trafHc cases. 
Texas--The District Courts' jury trial data include directed verdicts. 

Trial definitions: 
A = A trial is counted if tried to judgment, completion, verdict, or decision. 
S = A jury trial is counted when the jury selection begins (first juror is drawn). 
C = A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn (impaneled). 
D = A non-jury trial is counted wh~n the first witness is sworn. 
E = A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
F = A trial is counted when it has officially begun. 
G = A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas are 

not counted as trials. 
H c A trial is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
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TABLE 39: Traffic filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial 
courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization, subject matter 
JUrisdiction, and case classification: 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 15 
into the broad case traffic classification. 
Because of the variations in court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, and case 
classification, comparisons of general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts from 
state to state are seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90% complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blOinks in the "All trial courts" 
columns on this ta~le, as well as for states 
mi ssi ng f"om the tabl e. In order for a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have complete 
filing or disposition data from all its trial 
courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.) 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting cases 
at the same beginning and ending point, total 
caseload is not comparable. 

Appropriate analyse~: 

Disposed as a percent of filed. This measure 
represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was abl e to di spos,~. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction CO"rts, this has 
been done to provi de a fl avol' for the di fferent 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' figures. 

Also, comparisons should not be made between 
states that handle traffic, and in particular, 
parking cases differently. Courts that include 
parking cases in their reported data, indicated by 
a footnote "s" should not be compared to those 
that do not, indicated by a footnote "r." In 
addition, states with neither an "s" or "r" 
footnote should not be compared with any other 
state or themse'jves. For these states, we simoly 
do not know if they do, or do not include parking 
cases. 
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+~a~T;f~;~ and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Disposed as a percent of filed. 

courts lmlte JurlS ctlon courts tna 
Jurl S ctlon courts enera Disposed Disposed as a as a percent 

State percent 
Filed Disj!osed of filed Filed Disposed 

Disposed of filed Filed 
97%r 191,421r 185,403r 

J.91,421r 185,403r 
Alabama .............. NH NH 

92,070 92,070 
Alaska ••••••••••••••• NH NH 

808,783 816,983 IOU 808,783 816,983 
Arizona •••••••••••• ". NH NH 

15,781,2345 13,038,7735 83%5 15,781,2345 13,038,7735 

California ••••••••••• NH NH 
322,705~ 328 4·59r 

Connecticut ••••••••••• 322,705r 328,459~ 102%~ 21,243J r 25:853jr 
District of Columbia •• 21,243jr 25,853Jr 122%J r 

l,983,283r 1,829,334r 92%r l,983,283r 1,829,334r 
Florida .............. NH NH 39,924 32,386 
Guam ................. 39,924 32,386 81% 

746,439' 735,5205 99%5 746,5755 735,6065 

136r 86r 63%r 
Hawaii ............... 

219,774r 221,279r 
Idaho •••••••••••••••• 221,279r 219,774r 99%r 6,762,091s 3, 832, (l22s 
Illinois ••••••••••••• 6,762,0915 3,832,0225 57%5 

279,038r 259,184r 93%r 375,934r 354,731r 
Indiana •••••••••••••• 96,896r 95,547r 99%r 147,028r 144,988r 
Iowa ................. 147,028r 144,988r 99%r 

220,226 87% 251,740 220,226 
Kentucky ••••••••••••• NH NH 251,740 

329,660r 8ur 408,850r 329,660r 
408,850r 

Louisiana •••••••••••• NH NH 
157,353r 154,896r 98%r 160,245r 157,324r 

2,892r 2,428r 84'.1. 628,408 628,408 Maine •••••••••••••••• 628,408 628,408 
Maryland ............. NH NH 3,307,6105 
Mas;;Jchusetts ........ 3,307,610 302,868 284,771 

302,868s 284,771 94% Mi ssouri ............. 
204,893r 99%r 207,546r 204,893r 

207,546r 
Nebraska ••••••••••••• • NH NH 

171,982r 171,982r 
New Hampshire •••••••• NH NH 

3,934,7095 3,165,3425 80% 3,934,709s 3,165,342s 

New Jersey ••••••••••• NH NH 
74,802 74,802 

New Mexico ••••••••••• NH NH 787,465 99% 796,227 787,465 
North Carolina ....... NH NH 796,227 

126,45Sr 126,958r 

North Dakota ......... 500r 

NH 227,007r 219,558r 
97'/.r NH 

Oklahoma ••••••••••••• 227,007r 219,558r 
1,873,972 1,873,972 

Pennsylvania ••••••••• NH NH 
53,402 53,740 101% 53,402 53,740 

NH NH 447,736. Puerto Rico •••••••••• 447,736 117,447j South Carolina ••••••• NH NH. 123,194J 
123,194j 117,447J 95'j;j 80,821 81,032 South Dakota ••••••••• NH NH 

Vermont •••••••••••••• 80,821 81,032 100% 886,348 97% 918,037 386,348 
Vi rgi nia ............. NH NH 918,037 
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Disposed 
as a 

percent 
of filed 

97,);r 

101% 
Im;s 

102%r 
122t.i r 

92%r 
8U 
99%5 

99%r 
57%5 
94%r 
99%r 
87% 

8ur 
98');r 

9~% 

99%r 

80%5 

99% 

97%r 

IOU 

95%j 
100% 

97% 

!' , " 
J:'; . 'th traffi c juri sdi cti on within that state reported :ither co~p1 ete ffl ings 
I Note: ;~~~~rt~~:~~s7~i~n~~C1~~:~kl~p;~~~ ~~~~~a~~1~h:~e~h:1~a~~U:;~ew~navailable or incomplete, or the calculations were lnapproprlate. 
I, 
f 
l NH = This case type is n'~ handled in this court. 
l 
I' 
!' -- = Not applicable. 

i I jExp~~~~~ig~k~:a~~~~li~~~~~:~_6~t;h~o~at~i/~~~ and other. traffic are ~nc~u~e~ in the class 1 misdemeanor data in the state profile. 
1 District of Columbia--A11 courts--Data include new fllings and relns a e cases. 
I 
j I 

rData reported are known to not include parking cases .• 
t I,: SData reported are known to include parking cases. 
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TABLE 40: OWI/OU I caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court jurisdiction and subject 
matter jurisdiction. 

Caseload in these tables is from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts. 
OWls may be handled in different courts from state 
to state. The court organization charts in Part 
II should be consulted for a brief summary of the 
jurisdiction of each court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profi 1 es in Pal"t II and in Appendi x B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Beth the case categories and the data 
classification within case categories vary from 
state to state. Because such problems exist for 
these and all other case categories, the case 
types used in this report are those chosen for 
inclusion in the State Court Model Annual Report 
and State Court Model Statistical Dictionary. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case type are included 
in the tables, and then only if the data are at 
least 90% complete. Many courts do not break down 
data beyond the broad civil, criminal, traffic, 
and juvenile categories. 

Parking violations, which many states report 
in their traffic caseload, are not included in 
this table. 

In addition, some states include OWI/OUI in 
the1r criminal categories. Beginning with our 
1981 Annual Report, we will also be including 
DWI/DUI in our criminal catego~. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of whi~h the court was able to 
di spose. The per'cent is computed by di vi rJi ng the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed of 
and then mu1tiplyins by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred indicates that the court disposed 
of more cases than were filod, thus reducing 
pending caseload. A percent significantly less 
than one hundred indicates that the court is not 
keeping up with the volume of cases being filed. 
This measure was not computed if the number of 
-cases filed was less than ten or if the quantity 
of missing data (indicated by an "i" footnote) 
made it inappropriate. 

End eendin~ cases as percent of filed. This 
figure glves t e percent of the number of filed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the number 
of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent indicates 
that the number of cases pending at the end of the 
year was equal to the number of cases filed during 
the year. Assuming that the number of 
dispositions is a close estimate of the number of 
filings, this could be interpreted to mean that 1f 
the court received no new filings the following 
year, it would take that whole year to eliminate 
its backlog. A value higher than one hundred 
percent ind~cates a pending case10ad larger than 
cases filed, while a value lower than one hundred 
percent indicates a pending case10ad smaller than 

the number of cases filed. We expect this number 
to be low for case types such as traffic that have 
relatively quick disposition times. This percent 
was not computed if the number of cases filed was 
less than ten or if the quantity of missing data 
(indicated by an "i" footnote on the profiles in 
Part II) made it inappropriate. 

Number change in pending cases. This number 
gives the net increase or decrease in pending 
caseload for the court year b~ subtracting the 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year from the number of cases pending at the end 
of the year. An alternative to this calculation, 
subtracting the number disposed from the number 
filed, was used when pending data were unavailable 
or incomplete. When this alternate formula was 
used, the resulting number was enclosed in 
parentheses. A positive number indicates that the 
pending caseload increased during the year while a 
negative number indicates that the pending 
case10ad was reduced in size. Thus, a large 
negative change in pending indicates that the 
court is keeping the casef10w current, while a 
large positive change in pending would indicate 
that the court has not kept pace with its filings. 

Percent change in ~ending cases. This 
percentage 1ndlcates t e change 1n pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year. It is obtained by dividing 
the number change in pending case10ad by the 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year, and then multiplying by one hundred. (This 
figure cannot be calculated if the alternate 
formula described above was used to calculate the 
number change in the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent indicates that the court reduced 
its pending caseload significantly, while a high 
positive percent indicates that the pending 
caseload increased Significantly. This measure 
was not computed if the number of beginning 
pending cases was less than ten or if the 
jurisdiction of the court changed significantly 
during the year. 

Filed (disposed) eer 100,000 poru1ation. The 
unit of state populat10n used on al court 
case10ad charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population and 
gives a more realistic basis for comparison of 
caseloads among states of various sizes. If the 
number of filings was not available or was not 
complete (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity i~ indicated by enclosing it 
in parentheses. Population figures used in the 
traffic tables represent the total state 
population. If all other factors (court 
jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) are similar, 
the filed-per-unit-of-population statistic will 
permit direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. 

Limitations on use: 

The unit of count for traffic cases ;s not 
included in this report. Nevertheless, these 
cases are probably counted differently in many of 
these courts. Some courts may report data for all 

traffic cases' others only for contested cases. 
Comparisons should be made using only STA~E TOTAL 
data or data from a court that has exc1us1ve 
jurisdiction over these types of cases: .. 
Comparisons should be avoided between.1n~lv~dua~ 
courts that do not have exclusive jur1sd1ct1on 1n 
thei r states. 

It should also be noted that large increases 
in the DWI case10ad may not indicate increase~ 
drunk driving but may merely reflect changes 1n 
drunk driving legislation as well as other law 
enforcement policies. 

TABLE 40: 
OWI/OU I c~seload for tria.1 C~~~olTt7~~eload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
State populatIon. Courts reportmg c, . 
change in pending. Filed per 100,000 populatIon. 

As p ..... cont Change In 
state 

of filed pending Filed per 
ropu I atlon 

End End 100,000 

state and court title In Begin 
pending Dlsposud pending Nurrber P ..... cent popu I etlon 

thousands pending Filed Disposed 

90J 50J 257 25% 274 
950 1,040 2,599 2,:542 1,297 

5 56J 2 Hawe"--STATE TOTAL ........ • .. •• .. •••• .... 
9 2:5 18 14 78J 61J 

50J 252 24~ 271 Circuit Court ........................ • 
1,031 2,576 2,:524 t,28:5 90J 

453 22J 885 District Court ........................ 
2,085 8,253 7,800 2,5:58 95J 31J 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL .... • .. •••• .... • .. •••• .. 933 
87% 27J 2 100% 2 

2 15 13 4 
22% 883 District Court ........................ 

7,787 2,534 95% 31% 451 
Magl~trates Division of District Court 2,083 8,238 

168 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court .................... 2,347 :5,944 302 

New Mexlco--Maglstrate Court ............. 1,281 3,867 
95% 21% :5,565 33% 637 

68,836 65,271 14,398 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ....... •••••• .. •••• .. •• .. 10,799 10,833 

98% 12% 213 20% 98 
1,066 10,600 10,;)87 1,279 

34% 539 County Court ••• •• .... ••• .. ••• .... ••••• 54,884 13,119 94% 23% 3,352 

Municipal Court •••••• •••••••••• .. • .... 
9,767 58,236 

---- 7,426 100% 64% -24 -1% 388 

Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court ....... • .. •• ...... 2,970 7,450 11,522 11,546 
350 

South Carol I ne--Magl strate Court .......... 3,087 10,788 

Tennessee--Clrcult Court and 75 

Criminal Court ......... • ...... • .. • .... 4,533 3,396 

Texas--County Court at Law, Constitutional 47,517 99% 55% 649 1% 620 

County Court and Probate Court ....... • 13,887 46,868 86,156 85,509 

127 

AI I available data that are 90~ or more complete are "ntered In the table. 

than 90% co~lete, or that the calCUlations were Inappropriate. 

Blank spaces Indicate that either the data were unavaIlable or less 
[lote: 



U 44 
44 '. 

• 

TABLE 41: Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

These tables display data for the general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts that 
report manner-of-disposition data. In Table 41 
the states are grouped acco,'r.ling to the unit used 
in counting traffic cases. 

Sources of data are found in the individual court 
prof11es 1n Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in definitions: 

Table 41 indicates the various units used in 
counting cases from state to state. Only a few 
states report sufficiently complete dat<' to make 
between-state comparisons of the proportion of 
total caseload disposed by each manner of 
disposition. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Preceding page blank 

proportions of cases disposed by each manner of 
disposition. These figures can be compared 
between courts that count cases in the same way 
(i.e., the same unit of count). 

Limitations on use: 

The distribution of the proportions of cases 
by different manners of disposition is affected by 
the method used for counting cases in the court. 
Dismissals will make up a higher percentage of 
dispositions in those courts that use a 
paper-based or charge-based count. Before making 
comparisons between states and courts, be sure 
that they both use the same unit of count. 

The distrib~tion is also affected by the order 
with which procedures are carried out by the court 
and the prosecutor. The proportion of dismissals 
will be lower in courts that screen cases before 
filing them than in courts that screen cases after 
they are filed. 

In addition, care should be taken to ensure 
that a dismissal in one state means the same as a 
dismissal in another state. For example, some 
states may distinguish between dismissals by 
prosecutors and by judges, while others may treat 
them as the same. 
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TABLE 41: 
Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1979. 
State population. Courts reporting traffic disposition type data. Pleas, violations bureau, bailor bond forfeitures, total 
convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle prosequi, and dismissed Each disposition type as a percent of traffic 
dispositions. 

State and court title 

A1aska--District court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arizona--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice of the Peace •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ca1ifornia--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Co10rado--County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Co1umbia--Superior Court •••••••• 
F10rida--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgia--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superi or Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State Court and Cour.ty Court •••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawai i --STATE TOTAL. •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ci rcuit Court ............................ . 
Oi stri ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oi stri ct Court ........................... . 
Magistrates Division of District Court •••• 

Indiana--Municipa1 Court of Marion County ••• 
Iowa--District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--District Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mfchfgan--STATE TOTAL. •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Of strf ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ......................... .. 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
County District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Muni ci pa 1 Court .......................... . 

New York--District Court and City Court ••••• 
North Caro1ina--District Court •••••••••••••• 
North Dakota--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court with Increased Jurisdiction •• 
County Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ......................... . 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL. ........................ .. 
County Court ............................ .. 
Municipal Court .......................... . 

Oklahoma--District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania--District Justice Court •••••••• 
Puerto Rico--District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Texas--STATE TOTAL. ........................ . 
County Court at law and Constitutional 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court .......................... . 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••••••• 

Utah--C'J rcuit Court ....................... .. 
Vermont--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wlsconsin--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 
traffic 

do' spos i t ions 
70,349ir 

816,983 
266,595 
550,388 

13,308,7735 
493,845s 

12,544.928S 

159,205 
25,853r 

369,3461 r 
420,144b1 
15,356bi 

213,641b1 
191,147b1 

735,6065 
86r 

735,5205 
219,774 

14 
219,760 

90,214 
144,988 
260,4521 r 

l,953,844is 
l,920,047is 

33,7975 

3,165,342 
58,290 

3,107,052 
337,782r 
787,465 
126,458r 
57,675r 
22,889r 
45,894r 

l,370,592r 
146,63(lr 

l,223,954r 
180,298 
182,854 

1,640,507 
53,740 

3,449,740i 

85, 509r i,', 
2,320,841ir 
1,043,390i 

355,4985 
81,032 
68,747 

Total 
trials 
l,083i r 

32,326 
8,851 

23,475 
202,6945 
l1,605s 

191,089s 

8,087 
436r 

34,051!r 
4, 252~ 

3971 
1,599! 
2,2561 

2r 

10,976 
11 

10,965 

7,391 
12,583. 
4,9741r 

40,243!S 
39,08415 
1,1595 

0 
0 
0 

7,280r 
38,058 

23,460r 
3,075r 

20,385r 
10,447 
25,229 

103,822 
4,753i 

- 500,4791 

l,461r 
357,815ir 
141,203i 

7,3195 
434 

7,730 

Plea 

Number 
9,925ir 

1,167,7225 
65,7345 

l,l09,988s 

3,535r 
200,007ir 

5,144i 
68,500i 
4,8275 

4r 

206,246ir 
240,746is 
235,919 is 

4,8275 

393,944 
6,191j 

387,753 
216,303r 
169,002 

481,691 r 
55,557r 

426,134r 

826,790 
36,209 

67,462r 

26,3925 

61",493 

As 
percent 
of di s-
posed 

14%ir 

9%S 
13%5 

9%5 

14%r 
54%ir 

33%i 
32%1 

5%r 

79%ir 
12%ls 
12%is 
14%S 

12% 
11%J 
12% 
64%r 
21% 

35%r 
38%r 
35%r 

50% 
67% 

90%r 

7%5 
83% 

Violations Bureau* 

Number 

NH 
NH 
NH 

3,168 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

Nil 
NH 
NH 

23,946 

955, 971i s 
933,147 is 

22,824S 

2,668,216 
50,535 

2,617,681 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

636,283r 
68,870r 

567,413r 

NH 
NH 

2,298,969i 

NH 
l,476,281ir 

822,688i 
NH 

As 
percent 
of dis-
posed 

2% 

26% 

84% 
87% 
84% 

143%i 

64%i r 
79%i 

SaIlor bond 
forfeiture 

As 
percent 
of dis-

Number posed 

9,933,9155 75%5 
340,7265 69% 

9,593,189s 76%5 

5,408r 21%r 
13,414ir 4%ir 

10,432i 
137,314i 

68):i 
64%1 

438,680S 60%r 

40,181ir 15%ir 

NH 

313,009 88% 

Note: All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are included. Blank spaces indicate that 
either the data were unavailable or the calculations were inappropriate. 

NH D This case type is not handled in this court. 

-- • Not applicable. 

*Vi 01 at ions Bureau di sposi t ions: These cases klere di sposed by a Vi 01 ati ons Blireau, usua lly with just the payment of a fi ne. 
In the Texas Justice of the Peace Court and Municipal Court these are called Ilayment of fine dispositions. 

bparticu1ar court or reporting system informatiof: 
The numbers of dispositions reported fpr Georgi~ courts in 

this table are different from those report~d In the r~st 
of this report. Georgia defines a case di~ferentlY when 
counting types of dispositions than it db~s when 

I 

counting filings or total dispositions. The total 
disposition figures used here are the sums of the number 
of cases given under each type of disposition. 
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Total conviction Acguitta1 Nolle I1rosegui Oi smi ssa 1 
Trial conviction 

As - --xs- As As 
As As percent percent percent 

percent percent percent of dis-of dis- of dis- of dis-
of di s- of posed Number posed Number posed 

trials Number posed Number Number posed 
551ir l%ir 51%i r 10,476ir 15%ir 532i jr 1%ijr 

152,9675 1%5 75%5 11,254,6045 84%5 
8,5305 2%5 74%5 414,990s 84%S 

144,4375 l%S 75%S 9,737,626S 78%S 

116,046S 16%S 

66%r 221,125r 65%r 2,458r 

117,530r 93%r 2,718r 
51,123r 99%r 541r 
22.565r 98%r 300r 
43,842r 96%r l,876r 

43,842r 

42,249 2% 41% 869,039 53% 61,573 
2,191 4% 46~ 38,400 71% 2,562 

430,536i 12%i 86%i 2,532,257i 73%i 69,943i 

883~ l%~ 60%r 68,345r 80%r 578r 

294,1231 r 8%1r 82%ir l,505,694ir 65%ir 63,692~ r 
135,530i 13%i 96%1 958,218i 92%i 5,6731 

iData are incomplete: "fl " 
Alaska--The figures 9iven include only other traf c 

cases. 
F10rida--Oata are given for criminal tr~fflc violations 

only. This court also handles civil traffic 
violations, but they may not be resolved by trial. 

Georgia--Superior Court-~Oata are given only for cases 
fil ed on or after July I, 1970. 

l,677,288S 13%S 
65,3695 13%S 

l,611,919s 13%S 

ll,228r 998r 4%r 

(j) 
(j) 

l,278i j 8%ij 
12,871i j 6%1j 

13,362S 
13r 

13,3495 

77,269s lO%S 
or O%r 

77 ,269s 10%S 

9,051 i r 3%i r 
107 ,013i s 5%is 
105,296is 5%i s 

l,717s 5%S 

102,242. 3% 
l,559J 3%J 

100,683 3% 
U;r 109,154r 32%r 

82,134 10% 
2%r 210r <Ur 
1%r lOr <l%r 
1% 24r <1%r 
4%r 176r <Ur 

5,014r <1%r 49,175r 4%r 
918r 1%r 2,027r 1%r 

4,096r <l'l:r 47,148r 4%r 

4% 41,593 <1% 
5% 12,330 23% 

2%i 3B9,448i 11%i 

W 14,073r 16%r 
312,417ir 13%r 3%1r 

<1%1 62,9581 6%1 
8,661S 2%S 

832 1% 1,322 2% 

PUerto Rico--The total trials figure was estimated by 
adding the trial convictions and trial acquittals. 

Texas--Municipal Court data are based on an eighty-nine 
percent reporting rate. Justice of the Peace Courts 
submitted seventy-nine percent of all possible reports. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
A1aska--Acquittals include some dismissals. 
Georgia--Nol1e prosequi are included in the dismissals 

category. i • --State Court--Figures do not include OeKa1b 
County. 

Kansas--Data do nat include juvenile traffic cases. 
Michigan--District Court--No data were available from five 

New Jersey--State Court--Pleas include some convict ons. 
dismissals inclUde some acquittals. 

rData reported are known to not include parking cases. 
SOata reported are known to include parking cases. locations. 
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TABLE 42: Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1979. 

Subject matter jurisdictions are visually 
quite apparent in Tables 27 and 38, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" indicate 
what case types were reported for each piece of 
trial data. These breakdowns were made to 
facilitate comparative analysis among courts and 
case types. In this table, however, data include 
all available traffic data. Both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts are 
included. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
c.lassified in each case category vary from state 
to state. 

Variations in counting both cases and trials: 

Each of these tables ha5 numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. Caseload cannot be 
compared among courts that do not count cases in 
the same way. 

The definitions used by each court to count 
trials are indicated in the third column in Tables 
27 and 38, the second column in Table 42. 
Comparisons can be made between courts that count 
trials in the same way. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Trials as a eercent of dispositions. Dividing 
the number of trlals conducted by the total number 
of cases disposed of for the appropriate case type 
results in the trial rate for that case type for 
the court. 

Jurt trials as a ~ercent of trials. Dividing 
the num er of jury tr al s by the total lIumber of 
trials conducted for that case type results in the 
proportion of trials that are trials by jury for 
that case type for the court. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons on these tables must be restricted 
to the court level, and must be controlled for 
case type, unit of count, and trial definitions. 
State totals have not been computed in order to 
avoid any temptation to compare "apples and 
oranges," 

Care should also be taken to compare only 
those courts that share similar rules regarding 
the availability of jury trials. For example, 
some states make it more difficult for a criminal 
defendant to waive a jury trial than other 
states. Similarly, in some states both parties to 
civil litigation must agree to a jury trial, while 
in other states one of the parties can demand a 
jury trial. 
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TABLE 42: 
Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1979. . .. 
State and court. Jury trial definition. Number of dispositions and trials. Trials as a percent of dlspos/ttons. 
Numbers of jury trials, jury trials as a percent of dispositions and trials. 

Jury Jury 
Jury/ Trials as trials as trials 

State, and court title trial Number of Number a percent Number a percent as a per 
defi ni - disrosi- of of disp()- of jury of dispo- cent of 
tion tions trials sit ions tri al s sitions tri a Is 

Al aska: 
70,349i l,083i 2% Di stri ct Court .................... •• .. A 

Arizona: 8,851 3% 177 <1% 2% Justices of the Peace •••••••••••••••• 8 266,595 
City Magistrates ••••••••••••••••••••• 8 550,388 23,475 4% 873 <1% 4% 

California: 11,605 2% 909 <1% 8% Justi ce Court ......................... 8 493,845 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• F 12,544,928 191,089 2't. 3,362 <1% 2% 

Colorado: 834 <1% 10% 
County Court ...................... •••• C 159,205 8,087 5% 

Oistrict of Columbia: 42 <1% 10% Superior Court ........................ A 25,853 436 2% 
Florida: 34,051 9% 1,951 <1% 6% County Court .......................... C 369,346 

Geor9i a: 
15,356 397 2% 196 1% 49% Superi or Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• A 

Probate Court ......................... A 191,147 2,256 1% 
State Court and County Court •••••••••• A 213,641 1,599 1% 408 <1% 25% 

Hawaii: 2 2% 2 2% 100% 
Circuit Court ........................ • C 86 

Idaho: 78% Oistrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••• ••• C 14 11 
Magi strate's 

C 219,760 10,976 5% Di vi 5i on ••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••• 
Indiana: 

MUnicipal Court of 7,391 8% Mari on County ....................... A 90,214 
Iowa: 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• • C 144,988 12,583 9% 242 <1% 2% 

Kansas: 
260,452i 4,974i 2% 45i <1%i 1%i 

District Court ........................ C 
Mi chi gan: 

C 1,920,047 39,084 2%i 2,0101 <11.i 5%i 
Oistrict Court ........................ 
MUnicipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• C 33,797 1,159 1% 11 <1% 1% 

New York: 
District Court and City Court ••••••••• A 337,782 7,280 2% 

North Carolina: 
District court •••••••••••••••••••••••• E 787,465 38,058 5% 

Ohio: 176 <1% 6% County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • C 146,638 3,075 2% 
Muni ci pal Court ••••••••••• , ••••••••••• C 1,223,954 20,385 2% 752 <1% 4% 

Oklahoma: 10,447 6% 01 stri ct Court ....................... A 188,298 
Oregon: 

C 182,854i 25,229i 14%i Muni ci pal Court ...................... 
Pennsyl vanl a: 

A 1,640,507 103,822 6%0 District Justice Court ................ 

Texas: 
2,320,841i j 357, 815i j 15%ij 1,990 <l%ij <1% 

Muni ci pa I Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• A 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••• A 1,043,390i 141,2031 14%i 1,443 <1%i 1% 
Texas County Court at Law, 

Constitutional County Court ••••••••• A 85, 509i j 1,461i j 2%ij 911 1%1j 62" 
Utah: 2% 799 <1% 11% Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• C 355,498 7,319 

Verml)nt: 
1% :!9 <1% 7% Olstrict Court ........................ A 81,032 434 

Wisconsin: 11" 441 1% 6% Circuit Court ....................... •• F 68,747 7,730 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 42: 
Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1979. (continued) 

--------------------------------------------------
Note: A11.avai1ab1e data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are included. Blank spaces 

indIcate that the data were unavailable or calculations were inappropriate. 

-- = Not applicable. 

iOata are incomplete: 
A1aska--Oistrict Court--Oata only include other traffic, a category which represents 92 percent of the traffic 

fil ings. 
Kansas--Oata do not include juvenile traffic cases. 
Hichigan--Oistrict Court--Oata were not given for five locations. 
Oregon--On1y partial reports were received from 3 municipalities. 
Texas--The Huni ci pal Coul't reported 89% of thei r monthly reports, whi 1 e the Justi ce of the Peace Court reported 

79%. 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
Texas--Municipa1 Court--Ooes not include parking vio1ations.--The County Court of Law. Constitutional County 

Court. and Probate Court ~re the only courts in the state that handle OWl/OUl cases. 

Trial definitions: 
A, = A ~ria1 is counted if tried to judgment. completion. verdict, or decision. 
B = A ~ury trial ~s counted when the ~ury selection begins (first juror is drawn). 
C = A Jury.tria1 IS counted when the Jury is sworn (impaneled). 
o = A non-Jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
E = A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs 
F = A trial is counted when it has officially begun. • 

~ t j 
!' 

TABLE 44: Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 45: Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
TABLE 46: Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 

Variations in court jurisdiction and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Caseload in these tabies is from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts, and 
represents the total caseload reported for each 
case type from each state. The same case type may 
be handled in different courts from state to 
state. The court organization charts in Part II 
should be consulted for a brief summary of the 
jUrisdiction cf each court. 

~~rces of data: 

These are found in the individual COUI't' 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

V~!iations in case classification and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classification in the case categories vary from 
state to state. 

Because such problems exist for these and all 
other case categories, the case types used in this 
report are those chosen for inclusion in the State 
Court Model Annual Report and State Court Moder--
Statistical Dictionary. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case type are included 
in the tables, and then only if the data are at 
least 90~ complete. Many courts do not break data 
down beyond the broad civil, criminal, traffic, 
·and j uvenil e categori es. 

The volume of juvenile cases cannot be 
compared across all state courts because the 
statutory age when a juvenile becomes an adult 
varies from state to state. This variation 
affects the volume of both juvenile filings and 
adult criminal filings. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. The percent is computed by dividing the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed of 
and then multiplying by one hundred. A percent 
OVer on2 hundred indicates that the court disposed 
of more cases than were filed, thus reducing 
pending caseload. A percent significantly less 
than one hundred indicates that the court is not 
keeping up with the volume of cases being filed. 
This measure was not computed if the number of 
cases fil ed was 1 ess than ten or' if the quantity 
of missing data (indicated by an "i" footnote) 
made it inappropriate. 

End ~endinH cases as percent of filed. This 
figure g ves t e percent of the number Qf filed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
Thi$ measure is computed by dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the number 
of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent indicates 
that the number of cases pending at the end of the 
year Was equal to the number of cases filed during 
the year. A value higher than one hundred percent 
indicates a pending caseload largel' than cases 
filed, while a value lower than one hundred 
percent indicates a pending caseload smaller than 
the number of cases filed. This percent was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 

than ten or if the quantity of missing data 
(indicated by an "i" footnote in the profiles in 
Part II) made it inappropriate. 

Number change in pending cases. This number 
gives the net increase or decrease in pending 
caseload for t~e court year by subtracting the 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year from the number of cases pending at the end 
of the year. An alternative to this calculation, 
subtracting the number disposed of from the number 
filed, was used tlhcn pending data were unavailable 
or incomplete. When this alternate formula was 
used, the resulting number was enclosed in 
parentheses. A positive number indicates that the 
pending caseload increased during the year whi1e a 
negative number indicates that the pending 
caseload was reduced in size. Thus, a large 
negative change in pending indicates that the 
court is keeping the caseflow current, while a 
large positive change in pending indicates that 
the court has not kept pace with its filings. 

Percent change in ~endin9 cases. This 
percentage indicates t e change in pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year, and is obtained by dividing 
the number change in pending caseload by the 
number of cases pe~ding at the beginning of the 
year and then multi plyi ng by one hundred. (Thi s 
figure cannot be calculated if the alternative 
formula described above was used to calculate the 
number change in the pending caseload.) A high 
negative percent indicates that the court reduced 
its pending caseload Significantly, while a high 
positive percent indicates that the pending 
caseload increased significantly. This measure 
was not computed if the number of beginning 
pending cases was less than ten or if the 
jurisdiction of the court changed sigrificantly 
during the year. 

Filed (disposed) ~er 100,000 pOtUlation, The 
unit of state populatlon used on al court 
caseflow charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population and 
gives a more realistic basis for comparison of 
caseloads among states of various sizes. If the 
number of filings was unavailable or was not 
complete (indicated by an "i" footnote on the 
profil es in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity was indicated by enclosing it 
in parentheses. 

Population figures used in the juvenile tables 
represent the state population under 18 years of 
age. If all other factors (court jurisdiction, 
case definition, etc.) are similar, the 
filed-per-unit-of-population statistic will permit 
direct comparisons among states of the number of 
fil ed cases. 

Limitations on use: 

Although juvenile courts employ different 
units of counting when an event becomes a case, 
these tables do not use such a classification 
scheme. An effort will be directed at such a 
scheme in futUre reports. 
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TABLE 43: 

SJtUvte~ile f~'/led and ~isp,?sed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction ~nd aH trial courts 1979 
a e Juvem e populatIon. DIsposed as a percent of filed. ' ,. 

State 

Alabama ••••••••••• 
Alaska •••••••••••• 
Arkansas •••••••••• 
Colorado •••••••••• 
Connecticut ••••••• 

Delaware •••••••••• 
Di stri ct of 
Columbia ••••••••• 

Florida ••••••••••• 
Guam. : ••••••••••••• 
Hawall •••••••••••• 

Idaho ••••••••••••• 
Illinois •••••••••• 
Indiana ••••••••••• 
Iowa •••••••••••••• 
Kansas •••••••••••• 

Kentucky •••••••••• 
Louisiana ••••••••• 
Maine ••••••••••••• 
Maryl and •••••••••• 
Massachusetts ••••• 

Missouri •••••••••• 
Montana ••••••••••• 
Nebraska •••••••••• 
New Hampshire ••••• 
New Jersey •••••••• 

New Mexico ....... . 
No~th Carolina •••• 
North Dakota •••••• 
Ohio •••••••••••••• 
Okl ahoma •••••••••• 

Oregon •••••••••••• 
Fennsyl vani a ...... 
Puerto Rico ••••••• 
Rhode Island •••••• 
South Dakote ...... 

Texas ••••.•••••••• 
Utah •••••••••••••• 
Vermont ••••••••••• 
Virginia •••••••••• 
Washington •••••••• 
West Virginia ••••• 
Wyoming ••••••••••• 

General 

Filed 
21,025 
1,352 

NH 
17,631 
16,741 

NH 

jurisdiction courts 

Disposed 
20,138 
1,085 

NH 
16,472 
17,168 

NH 

Dlsposed 
as a 

percent 
of fil ed 

96% 
80% 

93% 
103% 

6,052 5,623 93% 
83,062 75,585 91% 

~76 254 53'1: 
8,259 7,946 96% 

--------------8,003 7,702 96% 
30,326 29,679 98~ 
19,459 17,881 92% 
5,236 6,405 122% 

30,110 

NH 
NH 
NH 

23,35, 
48,:~S 

17 ,293 
1,219 

NH 
NH 
NH 

4,159 
NH 

5,810 
209,98!; 

8,156 

15,573 
39,685 
5,858 

NH 
5,350 

11,385 
NH 

1,099 
NH 

20,836 
6,995 
1,022 

NH 
NH 
NH 

21,126 

16,102 
876 

NH 
NH 
NH 

3,644 
tlH 

6,756 
208,313 

9,488 

38,943 
5,509 

NH 

11,283 
NH 

1,154 
NH 

16,646 
6,291 

90% 

93'1: 
72% 

88'1: 

116% 
99'1: 
116~ 

98% 
9il% 

99% 

105'1: 

80'1; 
90'1: 

Limited jurisdiction 'courts 

Filed 
21,746 

NH 
11,786 

NH 
NH 

8,179 

NH 

NH 

1,392 

NH 

35,82gj 
40,991 
3,867 
1,980 

NH 

NH 
4,979 
6,988 

108,665 

NH 
21,207 

NH 
NH 
NH 

94 
NH 
NH 

8,157 

1,453 
25,516j 

NH 
131,363 

NH 
NH 
NH 

Disposed 
20,334 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

1,145 

NH 

28,71GJ 

3,642 
2,213 

NH 

NH 

108,514 

NH 
23,054 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

1,436 

NH 
123,925 

NH 
NH 
NH 

Disposed 
as a 

percent 
of fil ed 

94'1: 

82% 

80% 

94% 
112% 

100% 

109% 

99% 

94~ 

Filed 
42,771 
1,352 

11,786 
17,631 
16,741 

8,179 

6,052 
83,062 

476 
8,259 

An trial courts 

Disposed 
40,472 
1,085 

Disposed 
as a 

percent 
of filed 

95% 
f 80% 

16,472 93% 
17,168 103% 

5,623 93% 
75,585 91% 

254 53% 
7,946 96% 

--------
8,003 

30;326 
20,851 
5,236 

30,110 

35,82gj 
40,991 
3,867 

25,332 
48,766 

17 ,293 
1,219 
4,979 
6,988 

108,665 

4,159 
21, :!O7 
5,810 

209,!):}S 
8, .S5 

15,667 
39,685 
5,858 
8,157 
5,350 

12,838 
25,516j 
1,099 

131,363 
20,836 
6,995 
1,022 

7,702 96% 
29,679 98% 
19,026 91% 
6,405 122% 

28,71gj 

3,642 
23,339 

16,102 
876 

108,514 

3,644 
23,054 
6,756 

208,313 
9,488 

38,943 
5,509 

12,719 

1,154 
123,925 

16,646 
6,291 

80%.i 

94% 
92% 

93% 
72% 

100% 

88% 
109% 
116% 

99% 
116% 

98% 
94% 

99% 

105% 
94% 
80% 
90% 

Note: State totals were included in this table only whe 11 t i h either complete filings and/or dispositions. 81~~kaSpa~~~ri~d~ tt j~he~i1~ j~risdiction within that state reported 
the calculations were inappropriate. ca e a e ata were unavailable or incomplete, or 

NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 

-- = Not applicable. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 
Kentucky--Al1 courts-- Juvenile data include delinquenc t t d as paternity and adult violations of KRS 530060- 070Y('esda us,, ePtehndencYl' neglect, needy, and abuse cases, as well minor). • • n angerlng e we fare of or unlawful transactions with a 

Utah--Limited jurisdiction--Filed figures are the number of referrals. 
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TABLE 43: Juvenile filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all 
trial courts, 1979. 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 15 
into the broad case juvenile classification. 
Because of the variations in court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, and case 
classification,' comparisons of general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts from 
state to state ate seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90~ complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
columns ~n this table, as well as for states 
missing from the table. In order for a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have complete 
filing or disposition data from all its trial 
courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or,it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.l 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
profiles, in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting cases 

at the same beginning and ending point, total 
caseload is not comparable. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Disposed as a percent of filed. This measure 
,represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hunnred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons can be made between courts that 
count cases in the same way. The method of 
counting juvenile caSf!S has the greatest influence 
over data reported. 

Although data hav~ been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' figures. 
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TABLE 44: 
Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting criminal-type caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed per 1 00,000 juvenile population. 

Juvenile As percent Ch.nge In Filed 
population of flied pending (disposed) 

State and court title In Begin End End per' 100,000 
thousands pending Filed Disposed per.dlng Disposed pending NUlfiler Percent population 

Callfornl.-Superlor Court ................ 6,219 86,222 1 79,905 1 93%1 (6,317)1 1,386 1 

COlor~do--Dlstrlct Court and 
Denver Ju Ven II e Court ................. 800 6,304 5,378 85% (926) 7B8 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court ............... 820 4,390 15,993 16,505 3,878 103S 24% -512 -12% 1,950 
Delaware--Famlly Court .................... 165 7,443 4,511 
District of COlunill .... -Superlor Court ...... 169 944 5,242 4,837 1,341 92% 26% 397 42S 3,102 

Florld .... -Clrcult Court .................... 2,226 66,504 62,168 93% (4,336) 2,988 
Georgla--Juvenlle COurtc .................. 1,557 22,344 20,35:2 9U (1,992) 1,435 
Gu.m--Superlor Court ...................... 75 208 146 137 70% 66% 62 83% 
Hawall-Clrcult Court ..................... 274 1,978 4,985 4,736 2,227 95% 45% 249 13% 1,819 
Id.ho--STATE TOTAL ........................ 293 2,577 7,523 7,233 2,867 96% 38% 290 liS 2,568 

District Court .......................... 0 0 0 0 0 
Magistrates Division .................... 2,577 7,523 7,233 2,867 96% 38% 290 11~ 2,568 

K.ns.s--Dlstrlct Court .................... 645 3,858 598 

Loulslana--Clty Court .nd Parish Court, 
ond Munlclp.1 and Trofflc Court ......... 1,294 4,3101 3,477 33>1 

Moryland--STATE TOTAL ..................... 1,148 22,144 20,259 9U C1 ,885) 1,929 
Circuit Court ........................... 20,646 18,643 'lOS (2,003) 1,798 
Olstrlct Court .......................... 1,498 1,616 108% (-118) 131 

Mass.chusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 1,516 41,169 2,716 
District Court Dep.rtment ............... 29,277 1,931 
Juvenile Court Deportment ............... 11,892 784 

New Hampshlre--STATE TOTAL ................ 253 5,929 2,304 

District Court .......................... 5,690 2,249 
I-lunlclpol Court ......................... 139 55 

New Jersey--Juven lie and 
Domestic Relotlons Court .............. 2,001 13,841 97,110 96,750 14,2CJl 100% 15~ 360 3% 4,853 

New Ycx·k--F.mlly Court .................... 4,751 12,066 25,467 1 31,7321 5,801 1 125%1 23%1 (-6,265)1 5361 

North Carollno--Dlstrlct Court ............ 1,614 12,946 12,909 100% em 802 

North Dokota-D I str I ct Court .............. 196 3,032 1,547 
Ok I ahoma--D I str I ct Court .................. 816 3,840 4,131 3,98S' 3,982 97% 96% 142 4% 506 
Puerto R I co--Super lor Court ............... 977 5,858 5,509 1,326 94J 23% 349 36% 
Rhode Island--F.mlly Court ................ 246 7,195 2,925 
South Dakot,,-Clrcult Court ............... 205 3,174 1,548 

Texos--STATE TOTAL ........................ 4,090 9,807 240 
District Court ond Crlmln.1 District 

Court ................................. 8,624 211 
County Court at L.w, ConstltutloMI 

County, and Prob.te Court ............. 1,183 29 
Utah--Juvenlle Court ...................... 505 17,149 3,396 
Washlngton--Superlor Court ............... 1,096 15,378 14,008 86% (2,370) 1,494 

Note: All avolloble data th.t are 90% or more complete .... e entered In the toble. 81.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t the dota were un.v.lloble or less than 90% 
complete, or th.t the c.lcul.tlons were In.pproprl.te. 

c Judge I nformat I on: 
Judges of tile Georgia State Court handle Juvenile c.ses In those circuits not served by. Juvenile Court. Those cases ere Included In these figures. 

IDate .re Incomplete: 
Callfornla--Superlor Court--one court reported dot. for only the first six months of the rltportlng period. 
New York--F.mlly Court--Q"ta reported do not Include case activity In Queens County during Deceniler. 

hxplan.tbn of d.ta InclUded In the c.tegory: 
Loulslana--Clty Court and P.rlsh County--Flllngs Include Juvenile traffic filings. 
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TABLE 45: 
Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting status offenses caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number 
and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population. 

State and court tItle 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and 

I:Ienver JuvenIle Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Delaware--Famlly Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
01 str I ct of Co I urrb I a--Super I or Court •••••• 
Georg I a--Juven I Ie COurtc •••••••••••••••••• 

Hawall--Clrcu It Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas-District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ............... . 

01 str I ct Court Department .............. . 
Juven /Ie Court Department ••••••••••••••• 

M I ch I gan--Prob ate Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Montana--Dlstrlct Cou"t ................. . 
New Hampshlre-SiATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunicIpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey--Juven lie and Domestic 
Re I at Ions Court ...................... . 

New York--Famlly Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
North Carollna--Dlstrlct Court ........ , •••• 
North Dakota--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 
Ok I ahoma--D I str I ct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
South Dakota--C I rcu I t Court ••••••••••••••• 

Texas--STATE TOTAL. ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrIct Court and CrimInal DIstrIct 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court at Law, ConstItutIonal 

County Court. and Probate Court ....... . 
Utah--Juven lIe Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juven lIe 
populatIon 

In 
thousands 

800 
165 
169 

, ,557 

274 
645 

1,516 

2,795 
236 
153 

2,001 

4,751 
1,614 

196 
816 
205 

4,090 

505 

BegIn End 

As, percent 
of tIled 

End 

Change In 
pendIng 

_!::pe::n:::d:.:.1 ::.!ng~_:.:.F..:..I.!.:1 e::::d~---!:D..:..I s::!p~~o:=.se::d~-1p~e:!!nd~l!.!.n~g_ 0 I sposed !lend I ng 

FIled (dIs
posed) per 

100,000 
Nurrber Percent populatIon 

38 

537 

1,135 

5,828 

1,3*/5 

764 
736 
344 

8,085 

1,477 
6,883 
4,522 
2,684 
1,838 

4,201 1 

780 
630 
599 

31 

725 

330 
7,368 

1,505 

1,899 

11,555 iI, 764 

12,9721 16,365 1 

3,299 3,446 
2,382 
1,123 1,110 

446 

1,426 

1,156 

270 
6,617 

52 

509 

95% 

96% 
91% 

102% 

71% 

926 Ill2% 

2,435 1 126%1 

104 

1,388 99% 

15% 

34% 

8% 

124% 

(391 

14 37% 
C717) 

-28 -5% 

(785) 

-209 -18~ 

(-3,393) I 

(-147) 

96 
446 
204 
519 

539 
1,067 

298 
177 
121 

1501 

331 
249 
237 

12 

57ll 

273 1 

204 
1,215 

Ull 
218 

------- -------- -'---
35 

28 

1,310 

Note: All oval/able data that are 90% or more complete "'-e entered In the table. Blank splices IndICAte that eIther 'the data were unavailable or less 
than 90% complete, or that the calculations were Inappropriate. 

cJudge InformatIon: 

Georgla--Judges of the St~te Court handle Juvenl Ie cases In those circuIts not served by a Juvenl Ie Court. Those cases lII'e Included In these 
f I gu,'es. 

IData are Incomplete: 

New York--Famlly Court--Data rep.:t-ted do not Include case actIvIty In Queens County durIng Decerrber. 

l. 
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TABLE 46: 
Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1979. . 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting ~on-offense cas~/oad. ,Disposed .and end pending as a percent of filed 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 Juvenile populatiOn. 

state and court tlt'e 

Ca II forn I a--Super lor Court ............... . 
Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and 

Denver Juvenll .. Court ................ . 
Connectl cut--Super lor Court .... <0 ••••••••• 

District of Colurrbla--Superlor Court •••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Court ................. • •• 

Georgla--Juvenlle COurtc ................. . 
Hawall-Clrcu It Court .................... . 
Idaho--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 

DistrIct Court ......................... . 
Magistrates Division ................... . 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court ................... . 
Loulslana--Clty Court, ParIsh Court and 

Municipal and Traffic Court ............ . 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ............... . 
DIstrIct Court Department .............. . 
JuvenIle Court Department .............. . 

MontaM--D I str I ct Court ••••••••••••••••• , 
Ne!l Halrpshlre--STATE TOT ... L ............... . 

District Court ............ " ........... . 
MunIcipal Court ....................... .. 

JuvenIle 
population 

In 
thousands 

6,219 

800 
820 
169 

2,226 

1,557 
274 
293 

645 

1,294 

1,516 

236 
25:5 

----------- ---
New York-Family Court .............. , .... . 
North Carollna-·-Dlstrlct Court ........... . 
North Dakota--D fstr I ct Court ............. . 
Dk:ahoma--Dlstrlct COu,.t ................. . 
Rhode Island--Famlly Court ............... . 
Utah--Juvenlle Court ..................... . 
Washlngton--Superlor Court .............. . 

4,751 
1,614 

196 
816 
246 
505 

1,096 

As percent 
of flied 

Beg I r. End End 

_E:pl!!:!n~d!.!.l!!J ngL_~F.!.I.!.:1 e~d~~D:.:.I::.! sp::,:0:;:s::;::ed::""---1p:::e::.:n:::.dl:,:.n:!L,9 0 1 sposed pend I ng 

282 
124 

242 
272 

271 

7,5/1 

2,280 

2,181 
748 
466 

16,558 

4,486 
560 
480 

2 
478 

2,176 

401 

1,849 
1,189 

660 
439 
529 
518 

11 

1,723 
663 
456 

13,417 

4,056 
442 
469 

2 
467 

366 

847 

8,9791 12,957 1 

4,962 6,699 
396 

1,676 2,060 
'89 

1,750 
4,456 2,636 

367 
134 

360 
263 

282 

2,097 

90~ 

79~ 
96% 

100% 
98~ 

71% 

49~ 

29% 

64% 
59% 
50~ 

59~ 

11 O~ 112% 

Change In 
pending 

Nurrber Percent 

(458) 
65 
10 

C3,141l 

(430) 
118 

11 
o 

11 

(35) 

(342) 

(-3,976) I 
<1,737) 

30~ 

8~ 

-183 -1% 

(1,820) 

FlIed (dIs
posed) per 

100,000 
populatIon 

273 
91 

276 
744 

28B 
204 
164 

1 
163 
337 

31 

122 
78 
44 

186 
209 
205 

4 

189 1 

:507 
202 
230 
239 
347 
407 

Note: ... " !!valloble data that are 90~ or more complete are entered In the table. Blank spaces Indicate that elt~er the data were u~av"lloble or I"~s 

th~n 90% cOlrplete, or that the calculations were Inappropriate. 

cJudge InformatIon: 

141 

Georgla--Judges of the St~te Court handle Juvenile cases In those circuits not served by a JUVenIle Court. Those cases are I nc I uded I n these fIgures. 

lDat~ ~re I ncomp lete: 
Callfornla--Superlor Court--One court reported data for only the first ~Ix IlDnths of the reporting period. 
New York--Famlly Court--Data reported do not Include case activity In Queens County during Decenber. 
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TABLE 47: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1970-1979. 

TABLE 48: Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases) year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 1970-1979. Trial courts 
reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

Variations in court organization: 

These tables include data from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts, 
although data were unavailable from all courts in 
each state (as indicated by the footnote "p" in 
the profiles in Part II). 

Sources of data for each court are the State Court 
Case10ad Statistics: Annual Report series, 
1975-1979 and historical data supplied by selected 
state court administrative offices. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The jurisdiction of each court is outlined 
briefly in the court system chart for each state 
located in Part II of this report. Variations in 
jurisdiction make caseload comparisons among trial 
courts extremely difficult. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The case classifications Used in the Annual 
Rfipost series are those chosen for inclusron-rn 
t e tate Court Model Annual Report and State 
Court Model Statistical Dictionar{. Differences 
among states in the way even the road categories 
civil, criminal, and juvenile are defined can make 
caseload comparisons difficult from state to 
state. For example, some states include support 
and custody cases in their juvenile caseload, but 
the classification scheme used here places them in 
civil (domestic relations) caseload. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Figures A and B indicate the various units 
used in counting cases in the various states. 
Caseload cannot be compared that is not counted at 
the same beginning and ending point. 

~priate analyses: 

The method of counting cases and the data 
included for each yearly figure were kept constant 
for each court. As a result, th~ number and 
percent changes in caseloads reported in these 
tables are, except where otherwise noted, are due 
to the actual change (usually growth) in filings 
in the court and not to changes in the way the 
court counted cases. Changes for similar courts 
or for ail courts within a state may be compared 
for identical time periods. 

Limitations on use: 

Caseloads normally fluctuate from year to 
year, so changes from one year to the next may not 
be representative of the actual underlying trend. 
The change in the jurisdiction of a court, or the 
consolidation of two or more courts, will have an 
effect on the caseload of the related courts' 
caseloads. 

Preceding page blank 
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TABLE 47: 
Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1970-1979. 
Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

Cases fl I ad 

State and court tItle 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

Tatal cases 

Alabame--Clrcult Court ............................. 
Alaska--SuptJrlor Court ............................. 
Arlzona--SIJperlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Clrcult Court ............................ 22,478 21,109 21,991 24,979 28,642 

ChanctJry Court and Probate c.,urt ................. 28,233 30,760 34,368 35,541 37,608 
Court of Conmon PI.as ............................ 246 241 248 248 367 

Cal IfornI a--STATE TOTAL ............................ 13,001,054 13,417,794 13,357,77of 13,338,348 13,985,522 
Super I or Court ................................... 507,163 527,488 522,256 532,563 562,246 
Just I ell Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,J' •• 1,228,981 1,237,765 1,298,940 1,202,217 1,181,749 
MunicIpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 11 ,264,910 11,652,541 11,536,578 11,603,568 12,24 1,525 

Colorado--Qlstrlct Court and Denver Superior, 
Juvenile, and Probato Courts ................... 

Water Court" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Connect I cut--STATE TOTAL ........................... 

Superior Court ••••••• !;' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Conmon Pleas ............................ 
Juven II e Court ••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " 

De 18wore--Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Chancery ................................ 
Court of COmrTl)n P I ellS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,857 5,2€2 5,260 6,436 6,779 

fllmf Iy Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,977 17,662 13,787 14,294 17,113 
Just I ce of the Peace Court ....................... 67,047 69,552 8T,073 76,508 76,320 

Olstrlct of Columbla--Superlor Court ............... 
Florldo--Clrcult Court ............................. 
Hawall--clrcult Court .............................. 

Lend Court ••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Appea I Court ................................. 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ................................. 
DISTrict Court ................................... 
Maglstratos 01vlslon ............................. 

I I Iinols--Circult Court ............................ 
IC'Io'8--oJstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I<IInsas--Qlstrlct Court ............................. 34,043 35,151 37,309 36,947 39,534 
K.ntucky--Clrcult Court ............................ 
HIli ne-Super i or Court .............................. 
MeryI8nd--Clrcu't Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
HIIssachuseth--Suporior Court Departrmnt ........... 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court ............................ 
Mlnnesota--Qlstrlct Court .......................... 
Mlssourl--clrcult Court and Court of Common Pleas •• 65,954 63,259 66!591 
Nebraska--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Now Ha"l'Sh I re--Supor I or Court ...................... 16,060 16,469 18,401 19,917 21,974 
~ Jorsey--Superlor Court and County Court •••••••• 70,576 76,782 84,571 87,196 84,934 

Juvonl 10 and DomestIc RelatIons Court ............ 85,770 88,670 99,270 105,259 121,693 
Now Moxlco--QIstrlct Court ......................... 
N." '(ork--Supro"", Court end County Court ........... 

Family Court ...................... " ............. "It. 
North Oakota--QIstrlct Court ....................... 

Oh lo--Court of Common Pleas ......................... 
CJtlahona--Dlstrlct COurt •••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Orogon--Cfrcu ft Court •••••••••••••••• r .............. 

Tax Court •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• Ie ••••••••• 

" -::::::;:::r.::<;:'~<2~;;i"--:::-'· '7' .'-

1975 

101,646 
11,744 
80,517 
32,795 
38,633 

364 
15,250,622 

602,470 
1,305,928 

13,342,224 

118,912 
2,256 

29,944k 

15,985 
55,879 
1l,260 
2,450 
8,375 

21,206 
94,519 

290,537 
399,181 

26,490 
49 

189 
250,397 

12,812 
2:n, 585 

3,418,677 
546,682 

42,038 
71,591 
13,892 

112,266 
67,730 

159,778 
29,333

' 
74,314 
21,872 
23,719 
94,731 

133,546 
40,599 

154,763 
198,753 

8,361 

475,664 
373,776 
72,497 

232 

1976 1977 1978 1979 

103,487 99,526 Il1,02()k 118,438 
13,250 13,940 13,856 13,492 
64,774 94,2701 94,799 99,668 1 

33,013 35,846 36,692 42,549 
39,716 41,512 42,867 43,878 

241 2501 377 1 508 
15,910,437 16,509,674 17,290,024 18,179,6601 

667,122 713,880 726,659 740,542 1 

1,07 1,503 825,578 692,543 688,11J8 
14,171,812 14,970,216 15,870,822 16,750,930 

119,207 121,966 1 122,116 128,900 
1,844 2,040 2,868 2,134 

554,542 584,949 636, 155 635,769 
30,348k 31,272k 31,797k 588,704ak 

458,528 489,964 541,678 (a) 
14,452 13,480 15,027 Ca) 
51,214 50,233 47,653 47,065 
8,721 7,921 7,208 4,121 
2,664 2,604 2,757 2,657 
9,116 9,737 9,5831 11,150 

21,957 24,513 25,533 26,874 
99,140 111,425 110,779 125,770 

307,309 317,799 246,361 k 209,92Sk 

373,672 418,877 434,920 399,229 
28,041 30,938 32,550 34,099 

57 44 53 46 
41 43 47 59 

262,636 275,991 298,664 312,080 
13,120 11,584 11,612 11,425 

249,516 264,407 287,052 300,655 
3,464,572 3,524,456 7,633,94~k 8,046,981 

587,921 597,231 517,706 503,882 
45,066 185,710" 410,39Sft 430,960 
70,699 79,671 65,977 70,926 
12,384 15,587 15,683 16,077 

121,676 133,344 153,199 143,318 
68,593 66,649 62,679 

153,350 156,605 198,9431 218,341 1 

30,562 1 28,855 1 27,139 1 

74,474 72,132 79,5'i8 198,2930 

24,447 25,201 27,443 27,182 
24,189 24,737 26,615 24,606 
96,557 97,409 101,421 102,568 

146,358 151,717 165,840 189,543 
43,955 (1) 49,328 53,517 

145,758 147,426 96,177k 96,757 
292,288 305,325 322,481

' 
319,7451 

~. 9!685 11,065 17,259 18,401 \ 

464,438 483,220 496,612 500,190 

403,014 426,772 451,561 447,083 

63,573 81,720 91,182 94,998 ,,"'lI 
181 148 138 112 

, , 
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TABLE 47: ~ 
(J) 

Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1970-1979. (continued) 

Cllses Filed 

Stllte enri court tit Ie 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Civil ceses (continued) 

Oragon--Cl rcu It Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 45,832 55,618 '},116 60,562 62,782 
Tex Court ........................................ 202 189 175 ru 148 232 181 148 138 112 

Rhode Ish!lnd--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,542 6,733 6,341 6,795 7,087 
OIs.trJct Court ••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••• 26,141 26,738 31,217 33,335 29,026 28,488 29,196 31,586 
Femlly Court ..................................... 4,584 5,115 5,667 5,134 5,817 

Tennessee ........................................... 

CIrcuIt Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42,638 38,689 37,905 39,614 43,375 46,589 47,357 49,462 49,378 51,158 
lIIw I!Il1d Equity Court ............................. 3,022 3,130 3,794 4,590 5,182 4,566 4,847 4,466 3,868 4,200 
Chancery Court ..................................... 17,847 18,294 19,469 22,487 26,242 29,569 30,998 32,419 32,663 34,536 

Texes-DIstrlct Court end Crlmlnlll District Court .. 264,888 272,601 285,335 296,127 311,984 
Uteh-Dl~trlct Court ............................... 18,599 20,207 21,594 .. 26,029 25,533 27,010 28,542 27,511 
Vermont Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,275 6,691 6,601 6,892 6,757 

District Court ................................... 1~,473 12,868 10,636 10,613 11,117 
Vlrglnll1--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 62,938 63,976 67,685 71,975 75,341 
lIeshlngton--Superlor Court ......................... 90,663 94,325 99,000 103,946 112,320 
IIlsconsln-Clrcult Court lind County Court .......... 192,243 208,2801 188,406 198,640k 

lIyomlng-Dlstrlct Court ............................ 7,987 7,981 9,044 11,583 12,259 

CrI." .. 1 cases 

"'llIbll"",-Clrcult Court ............................. 25,777 25,466 24,143 23,326 24,302 
... llIska--Superlor Court ............................. 1,075 991 1,082 1,190 1,074 
"'r I zonll--Super I or Court ............................ 13,662 13,913 13,231 14,005 13,815 
Arkllnslls-Clrcult Court ............................ 12,987 12,813 13,774 14,284 14,866 
CIIII forn la--ST"'TE TOT ... L ............................ 776,987 778,003 807,364 794,679 804,812

' Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 57,656 57,430 57,161 58,077 56,2801 

Just 1 co COun· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 91,899 90,694 94,058 97,518 98,080 97,344 83,863 71,973 63,500 63,988 

Munlclplli Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 585,030 581,081 58],115 583,070 589,394 621,987 636,710 678,230 673,102 684,544 

Colorado-Dlstrlct Court lind Denver Superior Court. 14,569 14,334 15,690 15,025 15,287 
Connoctlcut--ST"'TE TOT ... L ........................... 95,746 91,400 91,182 101,354 

Super J or Court ..................................... 4,941 4,555 4,522 3,811 101,354 

Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••• I1 ••• 91,191 66,878 87,311 (k) 

Delaware-Superior Court ........... , ••••••••••••••••• 2,093 2,489 4,011 3,042 3,177 4,087 3,786 4,097 3,293 2,950 

Court of ConYll)n Pleas ............................. 3,156 3,616 3,776 4,116 4,594 5,261 5, rG2 6,325 6,534 7,4 II 

MunIcIpal Court of Wilmington .................... 6,453 6,680 7,726 8,476 7,835 8,785 8,754 9,540 8,893 9,154 

DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor Court ............... 33,923 31,956 29,040 28,332 29,404 

Flor Idll-~Ir'cu It ('.our'!' ............................. 82,222 66,166 92,526 95,842 91,812 

Htlwel'--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,086 2,028 1,992 2,097 2,801 

Idllho-ST ... TE TOT ... L ................................. 34,602 30,490 29,444 29,219 30,036 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,094 3,379 3,324 3,113 3,027 

Magistrates DivIsIon ............................. 31,508 27,111 26,1~0 26,106 27,009 

III tnols--Clrcuft Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 598,300 520,112 519,)34 517,975 581,976 

lowe--o 1 str I ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 205,098 190,363 177,024 198,019 

Kans8s--Dlstrict Court ••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••• 5,306 5,325 5,660 5,459 6,043 6,726 7,255 19,835a 25,211a 25,163 

Kentucky--Clrcuft Court .............................. 12,D2 11,202 13,673 10,13<1 10,512 

Ma 1 ne--Su~er 1 or Court ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 8! 734 6,533 6,138 5,444 5,425 

MeryI8nd--Clrclt Court ••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••• 29,726 34.:n3 43,616 36,108 38,902 

I4!!ssllchusetts--Superlor Court Depllrtll\9nt ........... 35,483 37,508 35,254 30,686 
A, Mlchlgan--<:lrcult court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27,576 26,426 26,172 17,744 1 28,8931 

fr41nnesote--D\'strlc:t Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,991 8,919 10,012 10,678 
\ 

\ Hissourl--Circult Co4rt and Court of Common Pleas •• 15,326 14,449 16,341 17,760 18,080 18,130 19,020 86,943a 

Nebraska--o I str 1 ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,643 7,215 6,561 6,171 4,869 

New Hampsh' re--Super I or Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 3,319 3,601 4,665 4,853 ~,14' 6,321 6,431 6,992 7,136 6,142 Ij",<:' 

New Jersey--Superlor Court and County Court ........ 22,776 27,872 32,141 28,830 28,033 31,500 31,660 29,038 27,084 25,141 

New .... xlco--olstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,771 4,706 4,656 4,949 5,289 

New York-Suereme Court and Count~ Court ••••••••••• 35!754 31,659 31!395 31,506 30,606 
" ." 
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North Caro II na--Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
North Dakota--OI str I ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OIl lo--Court of Corrmon P loas •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahome--olstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon-Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsyl vanl .. --COurt of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island-Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Olstr-lct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tonnesse .. -Clrcu It Court and Criminal Court •••••••• 
Te"es--olstrlct Court end CrImInal District Court •• 
l)tah--olstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Supor I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
01 str I ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I ngjon--Super I or Cour·t ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wlsconsln--Circult Court end County Court •••••••••• 
Wyomlng-DIstrlct Court ........................... . 

Alaske--Superlor COurt ••••••• , .................... ~". 
Ca 11 forn 18-Superlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado--olstrlct Court and Denver Juvenile CourtJ 
ConnectJ.:ut-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SuperIor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JuvenIle COurt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ··u. 

DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 
Florlde--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hewal I-Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ideho-· .. STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

01 str 1 ct CourT •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 
Magistrates DIvIsion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
lowe-Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Marylend--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CIrcuIt Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• 
Dlstr1ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Missourl-Clrcult Court end Court of Corrmon Ploas •• 
New Jersey-Juvenile and DomestIc Relat,ons Court .. 
New MaKI.co-DIstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New York-Fam1ly Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
North 08kote--D.strlct Court •••••• " •••••••••••••••• 
Ohlo--COurt of Common Pises •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Okleho ... -Dlstrlct COurt ••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Clrcu It Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvenll1--COtlrt of Common Plecs •••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Isiand--Flimlly COurt ••••• e ••••••••••••••••••• 

South Dekota--C 1 rcu 1 t Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tex8s--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DistrIct Court and Crlmlnel District Court ••••••• 
County Court at Lew, end ConstitutIonal 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Utah--Juvenl Ie COurt ••••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••••• 

Vermont--o.strlct Court ............................ . 
Washlngton--Superlor Court ........................ . 

• 

20,890 

1,712 

50,304 

21,1162 

1,920 

1,475 

53,581 

40,293 

24,155 

67,230 

40,399.1 
20,104 

2,098 

1,218 
15,785 
59,816 

24,770 

42,359 

25,121 

62,078 

48, 1J9J 
21,953 

2,328 

1,546 
16,437 
63,852 

27,094 

" 
46,628 

28,782 

67,047 

51,396.1 
26,583 

•• 

2,088 
17,161 
72,335 

35,120 

53,505 52,547 

1,076 1,051 

31,554 30,527 

57,446 55,581 

14,360 14,485 

78,141 76,302 
3,665 3,277 

43,267J 28, 757J 

26,462 29,609 

80,702 78,317 
2,643 3,068 

16,954 16,987 
44 59 

16,910 16,928 

41,644 42,843 
14,048 14,053 
71,563 78,403 

1,629 1,329 

1,386 1,510 

77,n2 107,917 

15,13oJ 16,089J 

19,985 14,452 
(k) (k) 

15,985 14,452 

7,756 7,391 
62,811 64,377 

7,739 7,363 

7,523 7,927 

17 I 

7,506 7,926 

27,983 25,731 
5,685 5,672 

27,069 28,232 
:19,210 25,185 

1,859 3,047 
18,751 16,929 
82,657 84 ,464 

5.454 5,259 

45,533 48,872 

655 1,001 
194,:186 189,342 

8,311 8,272 
11,566 13,712 

11 ,305 13,470 
263 242 

39,862. 37 ,064 
6,807 6,436 

4,210 4,210 

82,229 12,327 
80,702 11 ,031 

1,527 1,296 
22,522 22,462 

966 1,020 

II ,929 13,433 

51,264 53,278 56,591 

1,083 1,057 1,021 

30,835 31,575 33,544 

59,289 59,348 60,309 

14,174 16,097 16,643 

73,058 72,562 73,765 

3,153 3,181 3,582 

30,llaJ 31,457J 35,72oJ 

30,062 28,148 27,325 

81,8~ 86,223 92,476 

3,352 3,444 2,396 

18,059 19,269 18,8901 

71 82 72 1 

17,988 19,187 18,8181 

49,666 53,083 55,120 

14,141 14,278 15,224 

42,977 54,437" 

1,284 1,404 1,613 

1,483 1,296 1,352 

107,786 105,227 104,5081 

16,07aJ 16,782J 17 ,631J 

13,329 14,854 16,741 
(k) (k) 16,741 

13,329 14,854 (k) 

6,289 6,384 5,623 

76,271 76,723 75,585 

8,075 7,756 8,259 

7,733 ·',915 8,003 

3 I 2 

7,730 7,914 8,001 

25,686 29,183 30,326 

6,059 6,195 5,236 

26,601 24,465 25,332 

23,702 22,371 23,352 

2,899 2,094 1,960 

16,734 16,563 17,293a 

82,243 92,360 108,665 

3,81 I 4,159 

47,440 48,8181 47,9301 

974 5,709 5,810 

202,7')6 210,539 209,985 ",+ 
8,906 8,141 7,323 .,'\. 

14,653 14,656 15,667 <> 
14,430 14,523 15,573 

223 133 94 

35,614 37,365 39,665 

5, "61 6,888 8,157 

3,519 2,7351 5,350 

12,791 13,540 12,838 

11,141 12,329 11,385 

1,650 1,211 1,453 

22,939 23,367 25,516 

1,038 1,097 1,099 A 
l.i,624 17 ,406 20,836 

\ 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 47: 
Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1970-1979. (continued) 

Note: All available data are Included In the table. Blank spac"" Illdlcl!te that data were not available. The courts listed In this table reprosent those courts which reported five or more ye"rs of cases 
filed data. 

~ Not applicable. 
• Tho missing data for Utah IN 1974 was a result of a change from fiscal to calond'Jr year reporting. 

"Court Jurisdiction: 
Connectlcut--In 1979, th" Court of Comm::ln Pleas and the Juvenile Court "ero abollst,ed and their 

Jurisdiction was transferred to the SUPflrlor Court. 
Kansas-Dlstrlct CooJrt--ln the middle of the 1977 court year, all the trial courts In Kansas 

exc0pt the Municipal Court ."re consolidated. The full Impact of the consolld.,tlon, Is 
reflected In tha d"ta given for 1978. 

Missourl-Circult Court-In 1979, "II seven trl,,1 courts In Missouri were combined Into the 
Circuit Court. 

I Data "re not comp lete: 
Arlzona--Superlor Court- civil --oata footnoted contained Incomplete figures for _tal _lttI 

cases In 1976 and adoption In 1978 and 1979. 
Total cas"s--In addition to the civil datil 1"Issing as explained above, Incomplete data were 

reported for jUVWlII" cases for two court I ocat I ons I n a I I years but 1975. 
Arkansas-COurt of Comm::ln Pleas--Total cases and civil --No data wer" reported for two court 

locations In 1971 or one location In 1978. 
California-Superior Court~ne court location did not report data for six months of 1979. 
Colorado--Denver Probate Court-Total cases and civil cases-- No estat .. data were aV811abie for 

three months of 1977. 
Delaware--COurt of Common Ploas--(\978 only)~her civil miscellaneous cases are missing from the 

cllurt located In New Castle County for six .months. 
i<ansas-Dlstrlct Court-(\978 only)--Flgures do not Include ottler as11rte cas"s. 
Mary I and--{;I rcu I t Court--FI gures for to'l'a I cases do not I nc I ude santence reyl ... 

only cases. Crl.lnal cases do not Include s8fltence revl ... only cases or adu It oftens"s 
aga I nst juven II es • 

Mlchlg.n--{;Ircult Court-(\978 onlyl--No data were available for one court; six other <:ourts 
reported total cases filed only. (1979 only)--Three courts reported no data. 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court--No data were available for ju ..... lI. cases filed In this court. 
i':ew Mexlco--Dlstrlct Court-Total cases-No jUVWIlie data were available for 1977. 
New York-Family Court--No data vere reported for one court location In 1978. In 1979, no d.ta 

were reported tor December by one ~ourt. 

North Dakota--{;Ircult Court-- Ju"""lle --Figure give., for 1978 does not Include aftl ..... 
jUVWIlie cases filed and therefore Is not comparabls to other Juvenile data given for 
this court on the table. 

South Dakota--{;Ircult Court-- Juvenile --Flguro given for 1978 does not Include ott. .... 
jUVWlIle cases filed and therefor" Is not comprable to the other ju ..... ll .. data given for 
this court on the table. 

Vermont--Superlor Court and District Court-Total cases and erlgln,,1 --Figures for 19i9 for 
erl.lnal cases for these courts do not Includo s....t!lnce royl ... only cases, Jurisdiction 
recent Iy "dded to these courts. 

jExplanatlon of data Included In the category: 
Colorado--Dlst,-Ict Court and Denver Superior and Juvenile Courts_ost judgment actions on 

civil "doptlon, pater~lty, and support cases are Included In the Juvenile case load figures. 
Rhode Is","d--Dlstrlct Court-- crl.lnal --Also Included In these figures are th6 1 ..... tflc 

casos hand I ad by the court. 
kAddltlona I Infon ... tlon: 

Alabama--{;Ircult Court--Total cases--Thls coud was given jurls~lctlon over Juvenile C8ses 
In 1978. 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court--No d8t" 8ro Included for cases disposed by the Appellate Session 
of Sup~rlor Court. 

District of ColumbI8--Superlor Court--Total casos--Between 1978 and 1979. most of the traffic 
Jurisdiction of this co,,'''' was tr"nsferred to an administrative "gency. 

II I Inols--{;Ircult Court--Tohll ctlses--In 1978, the court st"rted to Include the number of 
parking tickets filed In Cook County In Its caseload. 

New York-Supreme Court a~d County Court-Tohl cases lind civil --Starting In 1978, the court 
did not I nc I ude uncontested ""trl mon 181 coses 8S 8 p~rt of the d8tll It reported. 

Rhode Island--olstrlct Court--Tot,,1 cas9s--Thes" figures Include only those traffic cases 
h8ndled In the court. The remalodor are handled by the Administrative Adjudication 
Division of the State Oepartment of ,Transportation. 

Wlsconsln--The County Court VIIS abolished lind Its Jurisdiction was transferred to the Circuit 
Court In 1979. 

, ... 
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TABLE 48: 
Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 
1970-1979 Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. 

Number .. nd p.rC$nt o ..... nge In CIISfOS filed 

1917 to 1978 1978 to 1979 ~S~t8~t~B~ .. ~n~d~~~rt~~t~It~I~B ____________ I~9~70~t~~19~7~I ____ ~I~9~;~I~t~o~j~9~72~ __ ~1~97~2~t~o~I9~7~3~ __ '~9~7~3~t~o_I~9~7~4 __ ~I~97~4~to~I~97~5~ __ ~I~9~75~to~1~97~6~ ___ I~9~76~t~o~I~9~77~ __ ~~~~~ ____ ~~~~~ 
Total ca,... 

", .. bo ... --Clrcult Court •••••••••••• 
AI .. ska-Superlor Court ........... . 
Ar I zona-Super I or Court ••••••••••• 
Ar'kans .. s--Clrcult Court .......... . -1,369 ( -6~) 882 ( 4J) 

Ch .. ncery Court .. nd Probate Court 2,527 ( 9" 3,608 ( 12~) 

Court of Coom::>n Ple .. s ......... .. -5 ( -2J) 7 ( 3J) 
Callfornl .. -STATE TOTAL .......... . 416,740 ( 3J) -60,020 ( OJ) 

Supor I or Court ................. . 20,3."l5 ( 4J) -5,232 ( -IJ) 
Jus-tlca Court ................. .. 8,784 ( lJ) 61,175 ( 5J) 
,",u"lclp .. I Court ............... .. 387£631 ( 3~) -115£963 ( -IF) 

C..,lor .. do- DistrIct Court .. nd Denver Superior, .. nd Pro~+a 

COUrt!l •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.ater Court""" •• " •••• " •••••• ,, ••• 
Conn.ctl cut-STATE TOTAL ......... . 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Conmon PI .... s .......... . 
Ju""nll. Court ................. . 
Probate Court .................. . 

Del ...... r.-Sup.rlor Court ......... . 
Court of Ch .. ncery ............. .. 
Court of Cot!Inoo Pla .. s .......... . 
f .. mlly Court .................. .. 
Jus H ca of the P .... co Court ..... . 

District of Columbl .. --Suparlor 

Court •••••• ",.." ••••••••••••••• 
Flprldo--Clrcult Court ........... . 
HlI .... II--Clrcult Court ........... ,. 

Land Court ..................... . 
T .. x Court ...................... . 

ldaho--STATE TOTAL ............... . 
District Court ................. . 
Meglstrstes Division ............. . 

IllInol$--Circult Court .......... . 

low .. --Plstrlct Court ............. . 
KaO!u.s--D Istr I ct Court .......... .. 
Kentucky-Clrcult Court .......... . 

""" I no-Sup~r I or Court ........... .. 
Marylnnd--Clrcult Court ......... .. 
Ma~sachus .. tts--Sup.rlor Court 

Department ..... " .......... " •••• " 
Mlchlgon--Clrcult Court .......... . 
Mlnnosotll--Dlstrlct Court ........ . 
Mls5ourl--Clrcult r~urt .. nd Court. 
Nebrosk .. --Dlstrlct Court ........ .. 
Naw ~sh ! ro--Supor I or Court .... . 
New Jorsoy--Supor I or Co~rt .. nd 

Court." ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juven 110 and Domestic Rel .. tlons 

Court .......................... . 
New Moxlco--Dlstrlct Court ........ 
""" York--Supreme Court ond County 

Court ......................... " 
Femlly Court •••• "",, •••••• " •••••• 

North D .. kot .. -olstrlct Court ...... 

1,108 ( 3J) 

409 ( 3%) 1£932 ( 12%) 

6,206 ( 9%) 7,769 ( 10.) 

2,9ll0 ( 31) 10,600 ( 12%) 

2,988 ( 14%) 3,663 ( 15l) 4,153 ( 15~) 

1,173 ( 3%) 2,067 ( 6%) 1,025 ( 3J) 
o ( OJ) 119 ( 48J) -3 ( -I~) 

-19,426 ( aS) 647,174 ( 5S) 1,265, lOa ( 9.) 

10,307 ( 2S) 29,685 ( 6%) 40,222 ( 7$) 
-96,723 ( -7~) -20,468 ( -2S) 124,179 ( Ill) 

66£990 ( IS) 637£957 ( 5%) 1£100£699 ( 9S) 

-362 t -I.) 2,587 ( 7%) 2,504 ( 6%) 

-2,920 ( -3%) 5,946 ( 6%) 10,732 ( 11 .) 

1,516 ( 6JI 2£057 ( lOS) 1£745 ( 61) 

2,625 ( 3%1 -2,262 ( -3J) 9,797 12%) 

5,969 ( 6.) 16,434 ( 16%) 11,853 10%) 

1,836 ( 2$) -3,956 ( -4S) (k) 3,418 ( 7~) 

1,506 ( 13~) 690 ( 5%) -84 ( -I~) -364 ( -:5~) 

4,257 ( 5S) 9,496 ( IIJ) 529 ( u) 4,869 ( 5~) 

218 ( Il) 2,833 ( 9$) 2,846 ( 8~) 3,857 ( 10~) 

1,355 ( 3~) 1,011 ( 2~) 

1271 ( 51~) ml( 35~) 
1,083 ( 3l) 1,7'16 ( 5l) 
-123 (-34%) 91 ( 4$) 

6'~,815 ( 4.) 599,237 ( 4$) 780,350 ( 5~) 889,6361 ( 5.) 

64,652 ( II~) 46,758 ( m 12,779 ( 2%) 13,883 ( 2J) 
-234,425 (-I8l) -245,925 (-23$) -133,035 (-16S) -4,355 ( -IS) 

629£566 ( 6%) 796£404 ( 6%) 900,606 ( 6S) 880,108 ( 6J) 

295 ( OS) 2,759 ( 2S) 150 ( OJ) 6,784 ( 6~) 

-412 (-18.) 196 ( liS) 828 ( 41.) -734 (-26~) 

51,206 ( 9J) -386'( OJ) 
52,k( 2%) (e) 

30,407 ( 5S) 
404k( I~) 924k( 3.) 

31,436 ( 7J) 51,714 ( 1\J) ( .. ) 
-1,533 (-IOJ) -972 ( -7~) 1,547 ( 1I~) ( .. ) 
-4,665 ( -8~) -961 ( -2%) -2,580 ( -5%) -588 ( -u) 
-2,539 (-23" -600 ( -9.) -713 ( -9%) -3, 087 (-43S) 

214 ( 9.) -60 ( -2S) 153 ( 6%) -loa ( -4J) 
741 ( 9S) 621 ( 7.) 1541( 2J) 1,567 1 ( 16S) 
751 ( 4J) 2,556 ( 12l) 1,020 ( 4$) 1,341 ( 5~) 

4£621 ( 5%) 12£285 ( 12l) -646 '. "IS) 14£991 ( I~J) 

16,712 ( 6~) 10,490 ( -'1) -71,438k (-22l) -36,4.n (-15%) 
-25,509 ( -6.) 45,205 ( 12~) 16,043 ( 4%) -35,691 ( -8~) 

1,551 ( 6~) 2,697 ( 10l) 1,612 ( 5%) 1,549 ( 5S) 
8 ( 16%) -13 (-23%) 9 ( 2Ol) -7 1-13l) 

-146 (-761) 2 ( 5~) 4 ( 9%) 12 ( 26S1 
12,239 ( 5%) 13,355 ( SJ) 22,6n ( 6l) 13,416 ( 511 

308 ( 2%) -1,536 (-12.) 26 ( Ol) -167 ( -2J) 
11,931 ( 5J) 14,891 ( 6%) 22,645 ( 9$) 13,60~ ( 5$) 
65,895 ( ;>J) 39,684 ( Il) (k) 413,032k( 5~) 

41,239 ( 7J) 9,310 ( IS) -79·,525 (-13%) -13,824 ( -3l) 
3,026 ( 7%1 ( .. ) (a) 20,562 ( 5%) 
-692 ( -11) 6,972 ( 13J) -13,694 (-17S1 4£949 ( 7J) 

-1,508 <-11~) 3,20) ( 26.) 97 ( IS) 394 ( 2J) 
9,410 ( 8S) 11,666 ( IO~) -145 ( OS) 10,119 ( 8l) 

863 ( IJ) -1,944 ( -3l) 
-6,428 ( -4%) >,255 ( 2~) (I) (II 

(1) -1,707 ( -5J) -1,716 ( -6%) 

-1,342 ( -IS) -2,~67 ( -2%) 10,165 ( 10J) ( .. ) 
2,575 ( 12%) 754 ( 3%) 2,242 ( 9.) -261 -u) 

470 ( -1!L 548 ( 2%) 1£678 ( 611 -2.009 ( -61) 

1,626 ( 2%) 852 ( Il) 4,012 ( 4JI 1,147 ( 1%) 

12,612 10.) 5,359 ( 4%) 14,123 ( 9J) 23,703 141) 
5,356 8J) (I) (I) 4,169 OJ) 

-9,005 ( -6%) 1,668 ( I~) (k) 580 ( I.) 
93,5l5 ( 47j) 13,037 ( 4J) (I) (I) 

1,324 ( 16%) 1,58~ ( 14l) 6, t~~ ( 56~) 1,142 ( 7,c) 

-, 
01 
o 

1970 to 1979 

20,071 ( 89~) 

15,645 ( 5511 
262 (107~) 

5,178,6061 ( 40~) 
233,379 ( 46J) 

-540, 793 (-44~) 

5£486£020 ( 49S) 

C .. ) 

8 t ,46 ( 53%) 

31,992 ( 45S1 

103,773 (121.) 

~ 

" .. " 

" ~ 
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Oh/o--{;ourt ot ColllllOn P/"'"s ....... -/I ,226 ( -2$) 18,782 ( 4$) 13,652 ( JJ) .>,'>It! I ';>1 

Ok I ah""",-DI strIct Court •••••••••• 29,238 ( 8,) 23.758 ( 6,) :50,789 ( 7,) -10,478 ( -2') 
Oregon-C I rcu I t Court ••••••••••••• 11,076 ( "JI -1.653 ( -2$) 9.462 12JI 3,816 ( 4:JI 

Tax Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• -51 (-22,) -:n (-!8,) -10 -'7JI ~26 H9') 
Pennsy I van IlI-COurt of ConI!DI1 

Pl.as .......................... 2,627 t IJ) 20,044 ( 8J) 27,398 ( 10,) 1,429 ( OJI -3,308 ( -IJ) 7,155 2J) 14,336 ") 
Rhode Islllnd-Sup.rlor Court •••••• 144 ( 2J) -156 ( -2') 1.115 ( 12J) -197 ( -2J) -516 ( -5,) 482 5'> 693 ( 7Jl 

DIstrIct COurtk ••••••••••••••••• 8,337 t 13$) 7,736 I 10J) -0,011 ( -7:J) -18,819 (-25,) 8231 IJ) 2,0" 3,) 6.6'3 ( 11$) 
Fllmll:i Court •••••••••••••••••••• -869 -8S) 4 ( OS) -242 ( -2S) '1 952 ( 16') 

Tenness .. -Clrcult Court lind 
Crlllln." Court ................ -2,957 ( -5') -2,562 ( -4.1 3,558 t 61) 8,391 ( 14') 6,093 ( 9'1 915 ( 1,) 4.369 ( 6,) -450 ( -1'1 996 ( "1 18.353 ( 29'1 

1.11" lind EquIty Court •••••••••••• \08 ( 4,) 664 ( 21') 796 ( 21S1 592 ( 13,) -616 H2S) 281 ( 6.1 -381 ( -(jJ) -598 H3.) 332 ( 9JI I, no ( 39J) 
Ch~nc.ry CourT ••••• " •••••••••••• 447 ( 3,) 1,175 ( 6'1 3,018 ( 16') 3, '755 t 17%) 3,327 ( 13" 1,429 ( 5,) \,421 ( 5,) 244 ( tJ) 1,873 ( 6,) 16,689 ! 94') 

T.""s-Dlstrlct Court and 
CrIminal District Court ••••••• 4,440 ( I,) 16,365 ( 5%> 16,365 ( 4J) 21,166 ( 5,) 

utah-..!Jlstrlct Court .............. 1,766 ( 9,) 1,617 ( 7') •• .. -71 ( OJ) 1,761 ( 6~1 1,624 ( 5') -2,079 ( -OJ) .. 
VorlllClrr-Sup.rlor Court ........... 431 ( 7Jl -76 ( -lSI JOl( .tISI 2201 ( 3" 

District Court .................. -8,535 HI') 5.648 8') 28,463 ( 39') 9,8:n ( 10') 
VI rgl nill-Clrc:u If' Court ........... 3,754. ( 5') 2.427 3,1 3.170 ( 4'1 9,498 II,) 6.333 6,) 2,237 ( 2') 10.532 10JI 7.707 ( 7%) 5,403 ( 4,) 51,061 64') 
W.,shlngton-Suporlor Court ........ 3! 742 ( 4') 3!044 3S) 4£722 ( 5.) 11 !342 11$) 5,163 ( 5~) '! 171 ( 4S) 6,154 5J) 7!665 ( 6~1 10,750 ( 8Jl 57,753 65J) 

CIvil caMS 

Alaba ... -Clrcult CQurt ............ 2,147 ( :m -13.397 <-17%) 5.846 ( 9$) 2.646 (. 4S) 
Alaskll-Superlor Court ............ 1,466 ( 16S1 626 C 6S1 -5 ( OSI -304 ( -3" 
Arlzona--Suporlor Court ........... -I,0251( -2JI 6,061 1 ( 10J) 10.9521 ( 16S) 5.265 ( 7J) 
Arkansas-STATE TOTAL ............. 1.352 ( m 3,67111 ( 6J) 3.8161 ( 6S1 4.417 1 ( 6J) 

Circuit COUrt ••• oIo •••••••••••• 4t •• 392 ( 2S) 1,874 ( 9$) 2,334 ( "') 3,275 ( I3S) 
Chancory lind Probate Court ...... 2,437 { 9JI 3,698 ( 12J) 1,173 ( 3J) 2,067 ( 6$) 1.026 ( 3J) 1,083 ( m 1,796 ( 4J) 1.355 ( 4J) 1.011 ( 2J) 15,645 ( 55J) 
Court of Colr;oon P 18lJs ••••••••••• -5 ( -2S) 7 ( 3S1 o ( OJ) 119 ( 48J) -3 ( -I" -123 (-34$, !III 4J) 1271 ( !ll$) 131 1 ( 35." 262 (J06J) 

Callfornlll-STATE TOTAL ........... 19,369 ( 2J) 52,6N ( 4J) 71,535 ( 5S) 97.250 ( 7S' ~ 
Sup(Jrfot' Court •••••••••••••••••• 34,683 ( 7S1 41.158 ( \lJI 14.422 ( 3J) 16,399 ( 3JI 
Justlco COUrt-........ " ••••••••••• -11,103 H6J) -8.203 (-14S) --1,193 ( -aJ) 3,/41 ( m 
MunIcipal CQurt ................. -4,21' ( -IS) 13.699 ( 2%) 61,306 ( 8J) 77,710 ( 10J) 

Coloredo-Dlstrlct Court, IIIld 
Denver Super I or and 

Probate Courts r , J ...... ~ ...... .-, ........... 671 { IS} 314 ( OJ) 111 C OJ) 5,673 { 6$} 
Wstor Court I .................... -412 (-18S! 196 ( ".) 828 ( 41$) -734 (-26$) 

Connoctlcut-STATE TOTAL .......... 3~2 ( OS) -9,955 ( -5S1 -12.565 ( -OJ) 
Suporlor Court-I .................... 790 ( 3S) 1.098 ( 4JI 1.198 ( 4J) (II) 

Court of Comr.on PI.lIs ............ 54! OJ) -8.595 ( -OJ) (a) 

Juvenile, Court ••••• " ................. 22 , )5S) III) 

Probeto Court ...... 0 ............................ -4.665 ( eS) -981 ( -2S) -2,580 t ··5J) -!l68 ( -IS) 
nohJwltro-"""Supor'or Co.:4t"'t •• II ••••••• -2,2JS (-3IS1 ~I, 111 (-23$) III ( 2.' 206 ( ,~) 

Court of Ctu~ncory ................ 214 ( 9J) -60 ( -2.) 153 ( 6~) -100 ( -4S) 
Court of Connon pr06S ••• ,., ••••••• 240 ( S~) 58 ( 2~) -363 HI~1 6901 ( 23~) 

DistrIct of CQlumbl,,-Suporlor 
CQurt ................... " ......... -1.900 ( ~IS) .. 8.115 ( -,., -3.658 ( 2~) -7,639 (- 5.) 

FiorI dll-C (rclIl t CQurt •••••••••••• -11,019 ( -4~) 6,951 ( 3J) )2,275 ( 5S) ~3D,!l2' (-'2%) 
Hewar (--Clrc.uli' Caul T ........ ,.' ... ", ••• 1.335 1 8~) 2,763 ( 15.) 1,853 ( 9$) 267 ( '.1 

land Court .............................. 8 ( 16$) -13 1-23$) 9 ( ro$) -7 1-13$) 
Tox ;;))~G41 Court ................... .. 146 (-18$) 2 ( 'S) 4 ( 9S) 12 ( 25$) 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ................ 3.021 ( 0.) 5,2g2 ( 13$) 2,6)5 ( 6J) 4.590 ( 9J) 
Ol.trlc:t Court .................... 16 ( 0.) -1.~79 <-15.) 243 ( :lJ). -103 ( -IJ) 

\ Maglstratos DIvIsIon ............ 31°03 IU) 61771 ( 22$) 21392 t 6S) 4£693 ( 12S) A. 
II J lllois-Clrcult Court ........... 582 I C$) 2.420 ( 4$) 54,035 ( 8$) -17,113 ( -2$) 
10001I-Dlstrlct Court .............. 1.230 ( 1$) 4,3~5 ( 3S) 14,041 ( 11J) 9, '782 ( m 
Kanses--olstrlct COurtl ........... 1.089 ( 4$) 1,623 ( 6S) -161 ( -1" 2,005 C 6~' 1.821 ( 5S) 2.499 ( m Cb' (a) 11.937 ( 13$' (a) 

Kontucky--t I rcu I t Court ........... 638 ( 11$1 6.,lll ( ,,~) -10.153 (-15$) 4.~69 ( 8~J ", {\ 
Me I no--SLlpor I or Court .............. 693 ( 13$) 1.717 ( 29~1 455 ( 6$) -263 ( -:m 
Mer( I cnd"'-C I reu It Court fill ............ 4,628 ( 8$) 3,868 ( 6') 8,694 ( 13%) 6,344 t 6,) 

Dlutrlc:t Court ................... 16,826 ( 8~) 4'.509 ( 19%) 7,064 ( :m 33,611 ( 11_) 38,'24 ( 12" 26,92~ ( 7.) 25.444 ( 6$) 
~ssl!(;hIIsotts--Suporlor Court 

, .' 
Ooeertmont ........ III •••••••••••• -'1 '52 ( -4.) 210 ( 1$) -.I. 

(contfnued on nQ~t page) ()1 
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TABLE 48: 
Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 
1970-1979 Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. (continued) 

Humber lind percent chllnge In clIses flied 

Stllte lind court title 1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 1972 to 1973 1973 to 1974 1974 to 1975 1975 to 1976 1976 to 1977 1977 to 1978 1978 to 1979 1970 to 1979 

Civil cas.s (conti /luOKlI 

141ehlgan-Clrcult Court ••••••••••• -5,278 ( -4J) ~,509 ( 3%) (I) (I) 

Mlnnesotll--Dlstrlct Court ......... 301 ( 1%) -2,800 (-13%) -2,382 (-13%) 2,900 ( 18%) 
Missoorl-Circult Court lind Court 

of Co"""", PI ... s •••••••••••••• 2,695 ( 4%) 3,332 ( 5%) 7,723 ( 12%) 160 ( 0%) -2,342 ( -3J) 7,446 10%) (II) 

Hebrllskll--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••• 2,OO} ( 13%) 1,408 ( 8%) 2,632 14.) 1,041 ( 5%) 
He-w llall'llsh I re--Sup .. r 10.- Court ••••• 127 ( 1%) 868 ( 7%) 1,328 10J) 1,765 12%) 569 ( 3%) :360 ( 2%) -13 ( OJ) 1,134 10%) -1,015 ( -5%) 5,723 ( 45%) 
He-w Jers.-,' ',Supr lor Court end 

CounlY Court •••••••••••••••••• 1,110 ( 2J) 3,520 ( 7J) 5.9:36 l1J) -1.465 ( -3%) 6.330 ( 11%) 1,646 ( 3%) 3,494 ( 5J) 5,966 ( 9%) 3,090 ( 4%) 29,627 ( 62%) 
County District Court ••••••••••• 22,057 ( 10%) 1.665 ( '.) 12.530 ( 5.) 8,921 ( 4J) 20,277 ( 8.) 12,976 ( 5.) 9,140 ( 3.) 14,828 ( 5%) 13,787 ( 4%) 116,181 ( 54%) 
Juven lie lind Domestic Reletlons. -377 ( -IS) 5!365 ( 15%) 953 ( 21) 7!951 ( 19%) '!53' ( 31) 10! 985 ( 22%) 7,600 ( 12J) 3,986 ( 61) 7,418 ( 10%) 45,412 (128J) 

tloow Me><lco--Dlstrlet Court ........ 3,616 ( 12J) 5.227 ( 15%) 1.351 ( 3J) 3.501 ( 9%) 
New 'fork--Supre ... Court lind County -4.910 ( -4%) 1.932 ( 2%) (k) 1,280 ( 2%) 

fllmlly Court .................... 90,196 ( 59%) 14.469 ( 61) 15.778
' 

( 6%) -1.848
' 

( -1%) 

Horth Carollne--Dlstrlct Court .... 22.629 ( 15%) 32.456 ( 19%) 15,604 ( 8%) 5.382 ( 2%) 19,845 ( 9%) 19,465 ( 8%) 15,428 ( 61) 
North Dekote--Dlstrlct Court ...... 1.200 ( 19J) 1.376 ( 18S) 969 ( 11%) 1.095 ( 11%) 
Ohlo-court of Common Plells ....... -5,253 ( -2%) 5,020 ( 2J) 5.169 ( 2J) 1.903 ( 1%) 
Okl~ho ... --Dlstrlct COurtJ ......... 2.709 ( 2%) 11.840 ( 7Jl 8.614 ( 5%) 4,116 ( 2%) 
Qregon-Clreult Ct>urt ............. 6,766 ( 19%) -2,502 ( -4J) 7,446 ( 14%) 2,220 ( 4%) 

Tax COurt.~ •.• (. •••••••••••••••••• -13 ( -61) -1,467 ( 11) 46 ( 271) 75 ( 34%) 64 ( 57%) 51 ( 22%) 33 ( 16S) -10 ( 7%) -26 ( 19%) -90 (-45Si 
Rhodo Islend--Super I or Court ...... 191 ( 3%) -392 ( -6%) 454 ( 7%) 292 ( 4%) 

District Court .................. 597 2%) 4,479 17S) 2,116 7%) -4,309 (-13%) -540 ( -2%) 710 ( 2%) 2,390 ( 6%) 
Family COOrt •••••••••••••••••••• 531 ( 12.) 552 ( ".) -533 ( 9.) 663 ( 13.) 

Tenn"ssee--<:Ireult Court .......... -3,959 ( -9J) -764 ( -2~) 1,709 5J) 3,761 ( 9%) 3,214 ( m 768 ( 2%) 2,105 ( 4J) -64 ( 0.) 1.780 ( 4J) 8,520 ( 20%) 
Lew end Equity Court ............ 106 ( 4%) 664 ( 21J) 796 ( 21S) 592 ( 13%) -616 (-12%) 281 ( 6%) -361 ( 6%) -596 ( 13S) 332 ( !IS) 1,178 ( 39S) 
ChenceD: Court .................. -447 ( 31) 1,175 ( 6S) 3,016 ( 16%) 3tj55 ( 171) 3,327 ( 131) 1,429 ( 5%) '!421 51) 244 ( '!) 1,873 ( 6.) 1';,669 ( 941) 

Texes--Dlstrlet Court end Crll1llnlll 
District Court •••••••••••••••• 7,713 ( 3~) 12,734 5~) 10,792 ( 4~) 15,B57 ( 5~) 

uteh--Dlstrlct Court .............. 1,60B ( 9~1 1,387 ( 7~) .. •• -496 ( -2.) 1,477 ( 6~) 1,532 ( 61) -1,031 ( -4~) 

Vorrnont--Superlor Court ••••••••••• 416 ( 7%) -90 ( -IS) 291 ( 4%) -m ( -2%) 
District Court .................. -2,605 !-17S) -2,232 (-17.) -23 ( 0%) 504 ( 5%) 

Vlrglnle-Clreult Court ........... -I,03B ( -2%) 3,709 ( 6%) 4,290 ( 6%) 3,366 ( 5%) 
Wesh Ington--Super I or Court, ... ." .. 3.662 ( 4%) 4,675 t 5J) 4,946 ( 5%) 6,374 ( BS) 
Wisconsln--Cireult Court end 

Coun ty Court ......................... 16,037 ( 6%) 10,2341« 5%) 

W~omln9--Dlstrlct Court ........... -6 ( OS) 1,063 ( 13%) 2 t 539 ( 2BS) 676 ( 6%) 

Crl.I",,1 CII.es 

A loberne--<:Ireu It Court ............ -3\1 ( -IS) -1.323 ( -5%) -817 ( -3%) 976 ( 4~) 

A I Dska--Supor I or Court ............... -04 ( -6~1 91 ( 9%) 108 ( 10%) -116 (-\0%) 
"'r I zonD--Super I or Court ........... 251 ( 2S) -662 ( -5%) 774 ( 6J) -190 ( -Ij) 
..... ken.e.--<: I reu I t Court ........... -174 ( -I~) 961 ( 7S) 510 ( 4%) 562 ( 4%) 
Call fornlll--STATE TOTAL ........... 1,016 ( OJ) 29,361 ( 4S) -12,685 ( -2j) 10.133

' 
( IS) 

Superior Court •••••••••••• II •• , •• -226 ( 0%) -269 ( 0%) 916 ( 2J) -1,797
' 

( -3~) 
Just' co Court .. '" .................................. 1,205 ( 1~) 3,364 4%) 3,460 ( 4%) 562 ( 1~) -736 ( -1%) -13.461 (-14%) -11,690 (-14j) -B,473 (-12S) 488 ( lJ) -27.911 (-30%) 
Munlcl2111 Court ................. -3!949 ( -IS) 6,034 IS) -4,045 ( -IJ) 6,324 ( IS) 32 t 593 ( 6S) 14 t 723 ( 2J) 41,520 ( 6~) -5,128 ( -u) 11 ,442 ( 2%) 99,514 ( 171) 

Coloredo--Dlstrlct Court lind 
Oonvor Super' or court .................. -235 ( -2~) 1,356 ( 91) -665 ( -4~) 262 2~) 

Connect I cut--STATE TOTAL •••••• , ••• -4,546 ( -4.) -218 ( O~) 10,172 llj) 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••• -3B6 ( -8j) -33 ( -1%) -651 (-14~) (II) 

Court of Cornr.on Ploas ............ -4,"13 ( -5.) 433 ( O~) (III 

Delewere-Superlor Court .......... 396 ( 19%) 1,522 ( 61%) -969 (-241) 135 ( 4j) 910 ( 29j) -301 ( -7j) 311 ( 6%) 804 ( 20j) 651 ( 20%) 657 ( 41%) 
Court of Comnr.:m PIOAS ••••••• '.' ••• 460 ( 15%) 160 ( 4%) 340 ( 9.) 470 12S) 667 ( 15%) 501 ( 10.) 563 ( 10J) 209 ( 3S) 677 ( 13%) 4,255 (135~) 
MunlelplIl Court of Wilmington ... 227 ( 41) ' t 046 ( 16j) 750 ( 10.) -641 ( 6j) 950 ( 121) -3\ ( 01) 766 ( 9J) -647 ( -7j) 261 ( 3Jl 2.701 , 47(\ 

11 

A 

","~ 

," 



.a .... 4'a •. ~ .... ~4~4~j~'~ ................ ~ ................................ ------------~~.~----.-------~------------------------------~----__ ----________________ -------~ __ ~~------~-----

r 

\ 

District of Columbla--Superlor 
Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florlda-Clrcult Court •••••••••••• 
Hawa" --<: I rcu I t Court ••••••••••••• 
Idaho-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District Court •••••••••••••••••• 
M8glstrates Dlvl~lon •••••••••••• 

1lllnols--::lrcult Court ••••••••••• 
lowa--D I str I,ct Court •••••••••••••• 
Kanses-D I str I ct Court •••••••••••• 
Kentucky-Clrcult Court ••••••••••• 
Me I ne--Super I or Cour t ••••••••••••• 
Meryland--Clrcult Court ••••••••••• 
Messachusetts--Supe7Ior Court 

Department" ••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court ••••••••••• 
M I nnesotlt-D I str I ct Court ••••••••• 
Missourl--Circult Court and Court 

of Convron Pleas ••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska-Dlsrlct Court ••••••••••• 
New Ha~shlre-Superlor Court ••••• 
New Jersey--Super I or Court and 

County Court •••••••••••••••••• 
New Maxlco-Dlstrlct Court •••••••• 
New York--Supreme Court end Coonty 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
North Cero II na--Supor I or Court •••• 
North Dakota-o I str I ct Court •••••• 
Ohlo--COurt of ColTll'lOn Pleas ••••••• 
Ok I ahoma-o I str I ct Court; ••••••••• 
Orogon--<:Ircult Court ••••••••••••• 
Ponnsy I van I a-COurt of ColTll'lOn 

Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhodo Island-Superior Court •••••• 

Dtstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Tonnessee-Clrcult Court and 

Criminal Court •••••••••••••••• 
Te"as--Dlstrlct Court and Crimina I 

01 str I ct Court •••••••••••••••• 
Utah-Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Olstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court ••••••••••• 
Wash I ngton--Supor I or Court •••••••• 
Wlsconsln-Clrcult Court and 

County Court •••••••••••••••••• 
~ln!'--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••• 

Ju_lle Cas.,. 

AIDska--Supel'lor Court •••••••••••• 
Cal f f orn I a--Super lor Court •••••••• 
Colorado--Dfstrlct Court and 

Denver Juven II 0 CourtJ •••••••• 
Connllctlcut--STATE TOTAL ......... . 

SUperior Court .................. . 
Juvon II a Court .......................... .. 

District of Columbfa--Suporlor 
Court ... "' ................ iloilo •••••• 

florfda-Clrcu It Court •••••••••••• 

19 ( O~) 335 ( 60S) -201 ( -4S) 

282 8S1 1,064 ( 3OS1 188 4S1 

5,096 ( 22%) 4,269 ( 15S1 -3,311 (-IOSI 

2,066 5S1 

966 

-5,152 ( -8J) 

7,740 19S) 

992 ( 5S) -1,778 ( -8J) I,B49 9%) 

178 ( 9~) 230 ( 11~) 

584 ( II~) 683 ( II~) 

1,892 ( 13~) 

292 ( 6S) 1,176 ( 23S1 

-797 ( -3S) 3,467 ( 12S1 

4,269.' lOS) 6,877 15S) 

3,661 ( 15~) 2,772 lOS) 

4,969 ( 8J) 11,094 ( 16J) 

3,257 ( 7J) -8,129 (-16%) 

4,630 ( 21S) -121 ( 0%) 

•• •• 

-1,967 ( -6~) 

-16,056 (-19S) 
58 ( 3_) 

-4,112 (-12S) 
285 ( 9S) 

4,397 ( 14S) 
-78,188 1-13S) 

529 ( 8S) 
-1,532 (-12%) 
-2,201 (-25,S) 

4,607 ( 15J) 

2,025 ( -G~l 

-I, ISO ( -4S) 
928 ( 12S1 

320 2S) 
573 9~) 

110 ( 2S) 

lao IS) 
-65 -IS) 

-4,095 (-IISI 
-95B ( -2~) 

-25 ( -2%) 
-1,027 ( -3~) 

-1,856 ( -3S1 
120 ( IS) 

-1,839 ( -2J) 
-;)88 (-IOJI 

-14,510 (-33J) 

3,147 ( 12S) 

-2,385 ( -3%) 
425 ( 16J) 

33 ( OS) 
15 ( 34%1 
18 ( 0%) 

1,199 ';''{I 
5 C;'l 

6,840 10%) 
-300 (-18~) 

-124 ( -9~) 

30,185 ( 39J) 

959 ( 6S1 
-1,533 (-lOS) 

(a) 

-1,533 (-10%) 

-365 ( -5JI 
1,566 ( 2%) 

-2,916 ( -9S) 
26,360 ( 40S) 

-36 ( -2~) 
-1,046 ( -3%) 

-55 ( -2%1 
-991 ( -4S) 
-778 ( OSI 

(a) 

3,838 ( 34S) 
-395 ( -6~) 

9,283 ( 27S) 

-2,254 ( -6S1 
-254 ( -I~) 

1,093 ( 12S) 

50 ( O~) 

-654 ( -9%) 
561 ( 9S) 

-2,642 ( -aJ) 
-50 ( -IS) 

-264 ( -IJ) 
-1,283 ( -2S) 

32 ( 3J) 
308 ( lSI 

3,708 ( 7~) 

-311 ( -2%) 

-2,974 ( -4J) 
-124 ( -4S) 

1,361 ( 5J) 

453 IS) 

3,521 4S) 
2B4 9%) 

1,072 6S) 
12 ( 2OS1 

1,060 ( 6%) 
6,823 ( 16J) 

BB ( IJ) 

-45 ( -4~) 

-27 ( -2.) 
-131 ( OJ) 

-11 ( OJ) 
-1,123 ( -BS) 

(al 
-1,123 ( -8J) 

-1,102 (-15%) 
11,894 ( 18~1 

-704 ( -2S) 
3,316 ( 4:1) 

105 ( 5S) 
-225 ( -IS) 
-211 ( -6S) 

-14 ( OS) 
-1,359 OSI 

-13,339 -7S1 
(a) 

-3,541 (-26S) 
-694 (-II~) 

-7,508 (-17S) 

(I) 

666 7S) 

-1,954 ( -7J) 
293 ( 6~) 

III 0%1 
2,014 4S) 

-l6 ( -2S) 
740 ( 2S) 

59 ( OJ) 

-496 ( -1%) 
28 ( 1%) 

1,339 ( 4%) 

-1,914 ( -6S) 

4,3B5 5S1 
92 ( 3S) 

1,210 ( 7%) 
9 ( 13~1 

1,199 7S) 
3,417 ( 7J) 

137 ( U) 

120 ( 9~) 

-187 (-13J) 
-2,559 ( -2%) 

704 4%) 
1,255 9S1 

(a) 

1,255 9.) 

95 
452 

'S) 
IJ) 

1,072 ( 4S) 
-4,030 ( -4S) 

704 ( 34S1 
BI7 ( 3S) 
-86 ( -3S1 
903 3%) 

64,001 12S) 
20,995 12S) 

(a) 

380 ( 4J) 
-19 ( OS) 

2,794 ( 8S) 

(II 

(al 
-I ,302 (-2IS) 

(D) 

-994 (-14S) 2,823 ( 85%) 

-1,943 (-7J) 2,365 ( lOS) 
340 ( 7~) 

-700 ( -2%1 
3,313 ( 6S1 
-~ ( -3S) 

1,969 ( 6S1 
961 2S) 
546 3S) 

1,203 2J) 
401 ( 13J) 

4,263 ( l:l~i 

6,253 ( 7S) 
-I ,048 (-30%) 

3791 ( -:1J) 
101 ( 12S) 

-369 ( -2S1 
2,037 ( 4S) 

946 ( 7%1 

11,460k ( 27S) 
209 ( 15~) 

56 ( 4S) 
-719' ( -IS) 

849 5J) 
1,887 13S) 

(a) 

(ll) 

-761 (-12S) 
-1,136 ( -I.) 

(COli tHlued on next page.) 
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TABLE 48: 
Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 1970-1979 
Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data. (continued) 

State and court t It Ie 

JUYOIIII. Cases (continued) 

Hewell--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••• 
I d.ho--STATE TOTAL ............... . 

c..lstrlct CourT ••••••••••• ., •••••• 
Moglstretes Division •••••••••••• 

II I Inols--Clrcult Court .......... . 
Icwe--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 
Mary lond--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court .................. . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court end Court 
of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••• 

Now Jersoy-Juvenlle and Domestic 
Ro I at Ions Court ••••••••••••••• 

New Hexlco--Dlstrlct Court •••••••• 
New Ycrk--Fomfly Court •••••••••••• 
North D .. kote-·Dlstrlct Court •••••• 
Ohlo--Ccurt of ColM'On Ple .. s ••••••• 
Oklohcme-Dlstrlct Court •••••••••• 
Oregcn--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court .................. . 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsy I ven le--COurt of ColM'On 
Pleas •••••••••••••••• ,. •••••••• 

Rhode Island--Femlly Court •••••••• 
South Oekcte--elrcult Court ••••••• 
Toxes--SrATE TOTAL ............... . 

District Court aod Crlmlnel 
District County Court ........ . 

County Court et Lew end 
Constitutional Court ......... . 

Uteh--Juvonllo ColJrt ............. . 
Vermont--D I str I ct Court ••••••••••• 
Wesh I ngton--Supor I or Court •••••••• 

Number end p~rcent change In cases filed 

1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 1972 to 1973 1973 to 1974 

-231 (-HJ) -257 (-17%) 328 ( 27J) 542 ( 35J) 

724 ( 4J) 

3,217 ( 6J) 5,235 ( 10J) 5,036 ( 8J) 8,483 ( 13J) 

2,324 ( 9%) 8,026 ( 30J) 

1974 to 1975 1975 to 1976 

-376 ( -5%) 
404 ( 5%) 
-16 (-94%) 
420 ( 6J) 

-2,252 ( -8%) 
-13 ( 0%) 

1,163 ( 4J) 
-25 ( 0%) 

89 ( 4%) 1,188 ( 64%) 

1,590 ( 9%) -1,822 (-10%) 

10,322 ( 14%) 1,821 ( 2J) 
-195 ( -1%) 

3,339 ( 7%) 
146 ( t1%) 

-4,946 ( -2~) 
-39 ( OJ) 

2,144 ( 19J) 
2,165 ( 19J) 

-21 ( -8%) 

4,762 ( 14%) -2,798 ( -7J) 
-317 ( -5%) 

o ( OJ) 
-69,902 (-85%) 

-69.971 (-ali.) 

-231 (-15%) 
202 ( 1%) 

52 ( 5~) 

1,504 13%) 

1976 to 19n 1977-1978 1978-1979 1970 to 1979 

112 ( 10J) '-319 ( -4J) 503 ( 6%) 

-194 ( -2U IB2 ( 2%) 88 1%) 

2 ( O~) -2 ( OJ) I ( OJ) 

-196 ( -2%) 184 ( 2J) 87 ( 1%) 

-45 ( OJ) 3,497 ( 14%) 1,143 ( 4J) 

387 ( 1J) 136 ( 2$) -959 <-15%) 

-1,631 ( -6j) -a,l36 ( -8%) 867 ( 3J) 

-1,483 ( -6.) -1,331 ( -6.) 981 ( 4.) 

-148 ( -5J) -805 ( -2J) -114 ( -5.) 268 ( 16.) 

-195 ( -I.) 1,829 ( 11%) -1,270 ( -lJ) 

-2,241 ( -3.) 10,137 ( 12.) 16,285 ( 18%) 58,361 (116%) 
348 ( 9%) 

-1,432 ( -3J) 1,3181 ( 3%) -88s l ( -2%) 

-27 ( -3%) 4,735 (486%) 101 ( 2%) 
13,454 ( m 7,743 ( 4%) -554 ( 0%) 

634 ( 8J) -765 ( -a%) -818 (-10%) 

941 ( 7%) 3 ( 0%) 1,011 ( 7J) 

960 ( 1%) 93 ( lJ) 1,050 ( 7%) 

-19 ( -8%) 90 ( 40J) -39 (-29J) 

-1,470 ( -4J, 1,751 ( 5%) 2,320 ( 6J) 

-675 (-10%) 1,127 ( 19.) 1,269 ( 18J) 

-691 <-16%) (I) (1) 

464 ( 4.) 749 ( 6J) -702 ( -5~) 

1\0 ( 1%) 1,188 ( 11%) -944 ( -8J) 

354 ( 21J) -139 (-27% ) 242 ( 20%) 

457 ( 2~) 885 ( 4%) 2,149 ( 9J) 

18 ( 2J) 5q ( 6J) 2 ( 0%) 
1,391 ( 10J) 2,582 ( t7%) 3,430 ( 20%) 

a; 

\;13 

" ,# 
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Note: 

• 

... 11 available date are Included In the table. Blank spaces Indicate that data were not available. 

data. 

Not applicable. 

"The missing data for Utah In 1974 waS a result .,t a change from tlscal to calend.r ye.r reporting. 

acourt Jurisdiction: 
Connecticut-In 1979, the Court ot Common Pleas .nd tho Juvenile Court were abolished end their 

Jurisdiction wes transterred to the Superior Court. 
Kansas-olstrlct Court-In the ",Iddle ot tho 1971 court year, all the trlel courts In Kansas 

excopt the Municipal Court were consolld.ted. The full Impact of the consolld.tlon Is 

ref lected In the d.ta glvon In 1978. 
MIssourl--Clrcult Court--In 1979, all seven trl.1 courts In Missouri were combined Into the 

CI rcu It Court. 
IOata .re not complete: 

klzono--Superlor Court- Civil --Data footnoted contained Incomplete ligures for .... tal 

h ... lth cases In 1976 and adoption In 1918 and 1979. 
Total cases-In addition to tho civil data missing e~ explelned above, Incomplete date were 

reported for Juvenile cases for "hIo court locations In all years but 1975. 
... rkans.s-Court of Common Ple.s-Tot.1 c.ses .nd cIvil --No d.t. were reported for two court 

locations In 1977 or one location In 1978. 
Collfornla--Superlor Court-..(Jne court loc.tlon did not report data for sbe months of 1979. 
Color.do-oenver Probate Court--Tot.1 c.ses and cIvIl cases--No estate d.t ... ere .vollable for 

three months of 1977. 
06lawore--Court of Common Pleos--(\978 onlyl--Dther civil mlscelleneous casos aro missing from 

the date roported by tho court locotod I n Now Cost I e County for 5 I x months. 
Kenses--Dlstrlct Court-(1978 onlyl-flgures do not Includo oth..- ... tete eIIses. 
Marylend--Clrcult Court--Flgures for total cases do not Include s ... t ........ revl .... only cases. 

Cd.lnal cases do not Includo ,MIt ............ vl .... ally eIISOS or adult offenses against Juveniles. 
Mlchlgen-Clrcult Court-In 1978 no data .. ere ftyelleble for ono court, six other courts roported 

tote I casoS flied only. Three courtu reportod no data for 1979. 
Mlnnesote--Dlstrlct Court-No cleta .. era evello<llo for JuvenIle cases filed In this court. 
New Mexlco--Dlstrlct Court-Totlll coses--No ju...nl fte date wore ovelleblo for 1977. 
New York-femlly Court-No dote wore reported for one court location In 1978. In 1979, no data 

.. ere reported for Decembor by one court. 
North Oekote-Clrcult Court-- Juvenile --Figure given for 1978 does not Include other" Juvenile 

casos fllod and thereforo Is not comparable to the other j"venll" data given for this court 

on the table. 
South O~kota-Clrcult Court-- JuvenIle --figure given for 1978 does not Includo ethel" Juvenile 

ce50S fllod and theroforo 15 not compareblo to tho other jUYMIlle data given this court on 

this teble. 
Ver-mont-Supedor Court and District Court--Totel cases and cd.lnal --Figures for 1979 for 

crll'lnal cases for these courts do not Includo 5..t ... ce ,...,,1 .... only cases, JurisdictIon 

rocont I Y added to thoso courts. 

The courts listed In this teble represont those courts which reported five or more yeers ot ceses filed 

j E"p I o"et I on of dete I nc I uded I n the category: 
Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver Superior and Juvenile CourtS--P05t judg"",nt actions on civIl 

ailo!>tlon. paternity, and support cases ere Included In the Juvenile caseload figures. 
Rhode Island--Dlstrlct Court-- c ..... lnal --... 150 Included In ~hesa figures 8ro the traffic cases 

hendled by the court. 
kAddltlonal Informotlon: 

... Iabame--Clrcult Court--Total cases--Thls court "as given Jurisdiction over ju-.lle cases In 

1978. 
Connect I cut--Super I or Court--No date a;'e I nc I uded for ceses disposed by the Appo I I ete Sess I on 

·of Suporlor Court. 
District of Columble--Superlor court--Totel cases--Qet .. een 1978 end 1979, most ot the 

trefflc JurisdIction of tills court waS trensterred to an administrative agency. 
1IIInols--Clrcult Court--Total ceses--In 197B, the court started to Include tho numbor of parking 

tlckots flied In Cook County In Its casoload • 
New York--Supreme Court and County Court--Totel casoes ond cl,,11 --Starting In 1978, the court 

did not Includ .. uncontosted motrlmonlel cases as " port at tho data It reported. 
Rhode Islend--Dlstrlct Court--Total ceses--Theso tlguros Include or-Iy those traffic cases handled 

In the court. The remelnder ara handled by the Mmlnlstretlve Adjudication Division of the 

Stete Department of Trensportetlo~. 
Wisconsln--Tha County Court .. ,,5 abolished and Its Jurisdiction wes transferrod to tho 

CI rcu It Court In 1979. 

..... 
CJ1 
CJ1 
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Part II 
State court statistical profiles 

The following section begins with blank 
prototypes of the three different types of tables 
that make up the profile of the court system of 
each state. The first prototype is a diagram 
depicting the organization of the courts within a 
state, including number of judges and number of 
courts, their jurisdictions and routes of " 
appeal. The second and third prototype tables 
provide the reader ~ith an outline of the case 
categories into which actual d~ta from appellate 
and trilll courts hlive, been classified. 

Following the blank prototypes are the state 
statistical profiles, which contain the actual 
court caseload statistics. State profiles are 
arranged in alphabetical order by state name with 
the organization chart for the state court system 
presented first, followed by the statistical pro
files for the court(s) of last resort, interme
diate appellate court(s) (if any), general juris
diction court(s), and limited or special 
juri sdiction court( s) (if any). 

The statistical profile for each court is the 
basic source document used in compiling the sum
mary tables in Part I. Along with the name of 
the court, the level of the court, the number of 
court divisions, the number of judges, and the 
time span covered by the data, each profile shows 
the actual caseload data reported by that court. 

Data are classified into the gener~l categories 
chosen by the NCSP as being most representative 
of the kinds of data reported by the states. For 
example, a divorce action reported by a trial 
court is displayed as a "marriage dissolution" 
case under the ?,eneral heading of "domestic 
relations" for 'civil" caseflow. CSIM 
classifications are shown in the prototypes and 
appear in boldface on the statistical profiles. 

Footnotes are used in these statistical pro
files to explain any peculiarities regal'ding the 
data as reported by each court and to qualify 
data, as necessary, when transferred from the 
statistical profiles to the summary tables in 
,Part I .. Standard footnote headings, as indicated 
on the prototypes, have been adopted for use in 
this report and will continue to be used in the 
annual report series. These standard headings 
give the subject matter of the footnote. If 
further explanation is needed, informational 
statements are provided on the profiles lJnder the 
standard footnote heading. 

In Part II the source of data is indicated at 
the bottom of each state court profile. A com
plete listing of sources is included in Appendix 
B. 
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STATE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT OF LAST RESOIU 
number of justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 
-Kinds of appeals. 
-Discretionary review. 

j 

INTERMEDIA TE 
APPELLATE COURT 
(Numh2r of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 

j 

COURT OF GENERAL 
JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 

l-J"~"·· Appeals heard. 

Jury trial/no jury trial 

COURT OF LIMITEDJ 
SPECIAL JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
·Juv~nile. ,'. 

Jury trial/no jury trial. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

STATE NAME, COURT NAME 
Court of last resort' or intermediate appellate court 

Number of court divisions, ItJmber of jUdgE!: 
Ti~~ period covered 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of admrtnistrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

·Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disc:ipl inaq ~tter ........................................ . 
Advl sory OPl nl on ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crillinal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of ad~nistratjve agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence review only ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Totnl other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

161 

End. 
pending 

Hanner of di sposition Disposition of cases 

Dismis:;ed/ 
Memorandum withdrawn/ Trans-

Aproals 
ost Sentence 

convic- Juve- review Opinion decision Order settled ~ Other 
Appeals: 

f!!!!. Cri.inal tion Agency nile only 

Civil •••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••. 
Postconviction ••••••••• 
Agency ••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• •••••• .,. 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •• 
Disciplinary Matter •••• 
Advisory opinion ••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••• •••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil •••••••••••••••• •• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••• 
. Postconviction ....... .. 
Agency ............... .. 
Juvenile .............. . 

iotal .................. . 
Sentence review only ••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
Civil •••••• ~.D •••••••••••• • 

Crilllinal .................. . 
Postcanviction ••••••••••••• 
Agency oil •••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile ...• oil.' •••••••••••• 
Total .••... oil.' ••• " •••••••••• 
Orig~nal proceedlng5: 

Original jUrisdiction 
Discip1inary.atter •••••••• 
Advisory opinion ••••••••••• 

To,tal ,' ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Notice of appeal 
to ready for 

hearing 
Number 

of cases Mean ~ 

Sentence review only ......... ,,' 

Opinion: 
Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and 

remanded ••••• 
Remanded ....... 

Memorandum 
decision: 

Affirmed ...... . 
Modified ...... . 
Reversed ...... . 
Reversed and 

remanded ••••• 
Remanded 

Order: 
Affirmed ..... .. 
Modified ....... . 
Reversed ...... . 
Reversed and 

remanded ••••• 
Remanded ....... 

Time interval data" (months/days) 

Ready for hearing 
to under advisement 

(submitted or oral 
argument completed) 

Number 
of cases Mean Hedi an 

Under advisement 
(submitted or 

oral argument com
-...""""pl;..:.e",,t!!!!.Lto deci sion 

Number 
of cases Mean ~ 

Notice of appeal 
to deci sion 

Number 
of cases ~ ~ 

(cont~nued on ne~t page) 
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162 Appellate Court Statistical Profile Prototy~e (continued) 

Disposition of ~~\er cases 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oi sci p 11 nary Etter ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion •••••• ., •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil ...................................... . 
Crillinal ................................... . 
Postconvi cti on ............................. . 
Agency .................................... .. 
Juvenile ................................... . 

Total ...................................... .. 
Total othe- cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Opinion Memorandum decision 
Granted Oem ed 

Age of pending caseload (days) 

Not ready for hearing Under advisement 
Awaitlng court Awaltlng Awaltlng (submitted or oral 

reporter's transcript appellant's brief respondent's brief Ready for hearing argument completed) 

Over Over Over Over Over 
0-60 
days 

61-120 
~ 

120 0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-90 91-180 180 0-90 91-180 180 
days days ~ days days ~ days days ~ days days ~ days 

Appeals: 
Civil ..................... . 
Crillinal ................. .. 
PL'tconviction ••••••••••••• 
Agen<.e;' .................... . 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................... . 
Original proceedings: 

Original jUrisdiction •••••• 
Disciplinary matter •••••••• 
Advisory opinion .......... . 

Total ...................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil ..................... . 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction ••••••••••••• 
Agency .................... . 
Juvenfle ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................... .. 
Sentence review only ....... .. 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••• 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM projer:t. 
81 ank space = Not enough i nformat ion is known. The case category mayor may not be handl ed by the c6tlrt. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
CJudge information. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal 
gChangp. in pending does not equal the difference between filings 
hFigure was computed. 
iOata are not complete. 
jExplanation of data inclUded in the category. 
kAddltional information. 
lSpecial source or revision in data. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data. 
nlnformat.ion on time interval or age of pending caseload data. 

Source: 

the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
and dispositions. 

(I 

Average 
age of 
pending 
caseload 

icc 

" ' 

Q 

. STATE NAME. COURT IWlE 
Court of general jurisdiction or court of liJrited jurisdiction 

Number of circuits or districts. ~mber of judges 
Time period covered· 

Chi ld: 
Law ........................................................... . 
Tort: 

Auto tort ................................................... . 
Professional tort ........................................... . 
Product liability tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort ................ , ................................ .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Contract ..................................................... .. 
Small claims .. , ...................................... <> ....... . 

Rea 1 property ri ghts ......................................... .. 
Equity ................................ , ...................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ........................................ . 
Support/custod,y ............................................. . 
Adoption ....................................... ~ ............. . 
Other da.e:\tic relations .................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate .................................... .. 
Guardi",nship/conservatorship/trusteeship ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate ................................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Mental health ................................................. . 
Appelll: 

Appeal of adMinistrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court case .................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ ................................ <' .......... . 

Postconviction· I'I!IIIedy ......................................... . 
Other civf1 ................................................... . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

CriMinllld: 
Felony ....................................................... .. 
Hisdellll!anor .................................................. .. 
Felony/misdl!llleanor ............................................ . 
PreliMinary hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation ........................................... . 
Appeal ....................................................... .. 
Extraordinary writ •••••••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction re..edy ........................................ .. 
Sentence review only ......................... , ................ .. 
Other cri.inal ............................................... .. 

rotal criminal ................................................ .. 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI ...................................................... .. 
Other traffic violatiolf ....................................... . 
Parking violation ............................................. . 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
Crillinal-type offense ........................................ .. 
Status offense ................................................ . 
Non-offense ................................................... . 
Other juvenile ... " .................... " ...................... . 

Total juvenile .......... ,. ••••••.••...•••.•.•..•••..•......•.•••••. 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnmng 
pending Filed Disposed 
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tnd 
pending. 

(continued on next pagla) 
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164 Trial Court Statistical Profile Prototype (continued) 

Child: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Tort: 

Autn tort •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Professional t~rt •••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Rea 1 property ri ghts ••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relatio.ls: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custoqy •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ....................... . 
Other do.estic relations ••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ •• 

trusteeship •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Mental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case •••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordi nary !tI'it .............. . 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Other ci v11 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ...................... . 

Crfmfnald: 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misde.eanor •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••.•• 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
E~traordinarJ writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only ••••••••••••• 
Other criminal ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI ......................... . 
Other tra ffi c vi 01 ati on •••••••••• 
Parking violation •••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................... . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense •••••••••••• 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense .................... .. 
Other juvenile ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ...................... .. 

Tri aId 
Jury NQii":Jury Total 

Time interval datan (days) 
Age at disposition: Number of Cases 

Civild: 
Law ............................ .. 
Tort: 

Auto tort ..... " ............. .. 
Professional tort •••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort .................... . 

Total .......................... . 
Contract ........................ . 
Small claims .................... . 
Real property rights ............ . 
Equity .......................... . 
Do~stic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custody •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ..................... .. 
Other do.estic relations ••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Estate: 
Probate~ills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorshipl •• 

trusteeshi p ................. . 
Other estate .................. . 

Total .......................... . 
Mental health •••••.•••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case ................ .. 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total .......................... . 

Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Other ci vii ..................... . 

Total civil ..................... .. 

Crilrinald: 
Felony .......................... . 
Misdemeanor .................... .. 
Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal ... " ............... , ..... . 
Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction re~dy •••••••••••• 
Sentence revi ell on ly ••••••••••••• 
Other criminal .................. . 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
OWl/OUr ......................... . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Parking 'violation .............. .. 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense •••••••••••• 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-ilffense ..................... . 
Other juvenile ................. .. 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand tot a I ....................... . 

j 

I 
I 

I
, 

I 
I. 
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1 
1 
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.~ 
i 

I 

Cfvll d: 
Law ............................ .. 
Tort: 

Auto tort ..................... . 
Professional tort •••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort .................... . 

Total .......................... . 
Contract ........................ . 
SlBall claims ................... .. 
Real property rights ............ . 
Equity .......................... . 
Do~stic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custoqy •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ..................... .. 
Other dOMestic relations ••••••• 

Total ......................... .. 
Estate: 

Probate/llills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ •• 

trusteeship •••••••••••••••••• 
OthEr estate .................. . 

Total ......................... .. 
Mental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case .................. . 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total .......................... . 

Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Other ci vil ..................... . 

Total ............................ . 

Civil dispositions 

Uncontested/Default 

Oi smi ssed/ 
withdrawn/ 
settled 

Criminal dispositions 

Transferred 

Pre1fminary Ordinance Extraordinary 
Felony Misdemeanor hearing violation~. writ 

Jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ••••••••••• 
Acquittal ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 

Non-jury tri al: 
Conviction •••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ••••••••••• 
Acquittal ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••.•• 

Dismissed/nolle prosequi • 
Bail forfeiture •••••••••• 
Bound over ••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 

Postconviction 

Traffic dispositions 

Jury trial; 
Conviction ............ . 
Acquittal •••••••••••••• 

Non-jury tria I: 
Conviction ••••••••••••• 
Acqu;ttai •••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea ............. . 
Di smissed/nolle prosequi • 
Bail forfeiture ........ .. 
Parking flnes .. ,' ....... .. 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 
Other ................... . 

Other traffic 
violation 
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Sentence Other 
review crilllinal. Total 
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166 Trial Court Statistical Profile PrototYDe (continued) 

Child: 
law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Professional tort •••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort •••••••••••• ••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• 
i:ontract ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sla11 clai.s ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• 
DoMestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custody •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ~tic relations ••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: C 

Probate/wills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ 

trusteeshi p •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• • 
Mental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of a~nistrative 
a gency case •••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case •••• : 
Total •••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• 

Extraordiniuy writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconvfctioll ~ •••• ~ ••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••• ••••••••• 

Crillinald: 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hi sde.eanor •••••••••••••••••••••• 
If:e 1 ony /ili sdeRanor ••••••••••••••• 
~\relillinary hearing •••••••••••••• 
G~inance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extracrdi nary wri t ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction reMedy •••••••••• •• 
Sentence review only ••••••••••••• 
Other cM iii na 1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••• ••••• 

Traffic: 

0-30 
days 

OWl/OUl •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other t~affic violatio~ •••••••••• 
Parking violation •••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic •••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Crilrinal-type offense •••••••••••• 
Statu~ offense ••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••• ••••••••••• 

31-60 
~ 

Age of pending caseload (days) 

61-90 
...!!ill.. 

91-180 
~ 

181-360 
~ 

361-720 
~ 

Over 720 
days 

Average age 
of pending cases 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSlM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = ~t applicable. 
aCnurt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
cJudge information. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

Civil definition. 
Criminal case unit of count. 
Jury trial definition. /, ~ 
Non-jury trial definition. 1. \i 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pendina fig\\re for the 1978 court year. 
gChange in pending d~es not equal the difference between filings and dlspositicijs. 
hFigure was computed. ! 

fOat .. a are not complete. " 
jExplanation of data included in the· category. 
kAdditional Information. 
1 Sped a 1 source or revi si en in the data. 
mlnformation on disposition type Dr trial data. 
nInformation on time interval Dr age of pending caseload data. 

Source: 
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ALABAMA COURT SYSTEM,1979 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals of title to or possession of 

land, civil law over $10,000, and 
equity cases. 

- Certiorari review of Court of Civil 
Appeals and Court of Criminal 
Appeals. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3juclges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in law cases under $10,000. 

Appeals from administrative agencies 
(except Public Service Commission) 
Workmen's compensation and 
domestic relalions appeals, 

law un~r $10,000 

Title toor 
possession of 
land,lawover 

$10,000, equity. 

CIRCUIT COURT(39) 
113 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in criminal 

appeal cases involving violations of 
city ordinance$, habeas corpus, and 
all post conviction writs on crimina 
cases. 

- Original jurisdil tion in the issuance 
of all wri ts in rei a tion to ma tters 
in which the court has appellate 
jurisdiction. 

- Civil actions over $500 equity, 
actions of libel, slander, and 
ejectment. 

- Felonies. Misdemeanors or ordinance 
violations included within a felony 
charge. 

- Juvenile appeals. 
Appeals de novo. 

jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (329) DISTRICT COURT(66) 

89 judges 
PROBATE COURT (67) 
67 judges 'lo220'recorders and w120 mayors 

Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations, misde

meanors, preliminary hearings, 

No jury trialg, 

t Indlcale~ rOllle of appeal. 

jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 and civil 

actions based on unl.lwful detainer. 
Small claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors. PrelimInary hearings 
(can accept guilty pleas in felony 
cases not punishable by sentence of 
death). 

- Traffic 
-Juvenile 

No jury trials. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, guardianship, executorship. 

Equity in administration of estates 
(counties greater than 4,000 
population). 

Courtof 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 



----~----- --- --
----~-.~~~~...,~ -- ---

ALABAMA SUPREME COURrK 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
October 5, 1978 to September 30. 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending filed 

Cases: 
ApPl:als: 

Appeals .................................................... .. 
Petitions for writs of certiorari granted •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

o 
o 

---ok 

Original jurisdiction: 
Miscellaneous mattersj •.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Advisory opinions.......................................... 0 
Total....................................................... 0 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for \~rit of certiorari ........................... 0 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................. -U 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••••••••• 428 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

362 

362 

9s.i 
7 

ID2 

298 
400 

762 

(66)e 
(66)e 

(66)e 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by cate90ry. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Disposed 

x 
X 

4rn--

95j 
7 

102 

232 (66)e 
334 (66)e 

762 (66)e 

End 
pending 

o 
o 

-0 

D 
0 
0 

0 
-U 

ok 

Petitions for writ of certiorari granted are not counted as dispos~d until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for 
. the resulting appeal. These numbers of granted petitions for writ of certiorari are the figures appearing in the parentheses. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

The figure given for the number of appeals disposed represents the number of Qpinions written during the year. 
Miscellaneous matters include prisoner petitions and requests to take the Bar Exam. 

kAdditional information: 

169 

Data are given on this profile only for cases already under submission. All cases submitted to the court are decided within the term year. 

Source: The Administrative Director of the Courts, Alabama JUdicial System Annual Report, 1378-79 (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from 
the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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AlABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALsa 
InterMediate appellate court 

3 judges 
October 1978 to Septenber 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Cases .••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Ori9inal proc~ings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ..................................................................................... 

Total other proceedings .................................................................................. 

Beginm ng 
pending 

155 
155" 

155 

Filed 

419 
--;rn-

419 

Disposed 

370 
37lJ 

370 

1031 

1031 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals l 

Written oplnlon ••••••••••••••••• 246 
Without full written opinion •••• 124 

Opinion: 

Time interval data (average weeks) 

Affi rmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 160 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 64 
Affirmed in part/reversed in part •••••• 16 
Dismissed or extraordinary relief 

granted or denied •••••••••••••••••••• 6 

From filing notice of appeal to completing the record.. 9.01 
From completing the record to appellant's brief •••••••• 4.51 
From appellant's brief to appellee's brief ••••••••••••• 3.51 
From appellee's brief to oral arguments •••••••••••••••• 9.5 
From oral argument to written opinion released ••••••••• 3.01 
From notice of appeal to written opinion ••••••••••••••• 25.5 

Boldface headings indicate the classification~ used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. -- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

End 
pending 

204. 
-wr 

204 

Court has jurisdiction in civil appeal and appeal of adMinistrative agency cases only. Figures for these two categories could not be 
1 

separated for inclusion in this chart. . 
Special source or revision in data: 

These data were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

Source: The Ad~inistrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978-79 (Montgomery, Alabama). Stat1stics are from the annual report and 
unpubllshed data except that totals have been computed where necessary and additional data were supplied by the clerk of the court 
during data verification. ' 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEAlsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

5c judges 
October 1978 to Septenber 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal: 
Cases •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal sJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Notice of appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases i 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion ••••••••••• , ••••• 400 
Without opinion ••••••••• 358 
Decided en banc ••••••••• 192 

Beglnmng 
pending 

622jk 
--mjk 

(j) 

(j) 
\JT 

622ik 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed Disposed 

829jl 75aJ 
-ggjl ---rniJ 

(j) 191 

--i# ~ 

829i 949i 

Disposition of cdsesl 

Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••• 619 
Reversed and remanded •••••• 70 
Remanded with directi3ns.... 11 
Reversed and rendered •••••• 18 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••• 5 
Petition denied •••••••••••• 35 
Cases decided en banc 

(original proceedings) ••• 191 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court has jUrisdiction in criminal appeal cases only. 

cJudge information: 
There are in additi on three supernumerary judges assi gned to thi s court. 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases do not include petitions disposed of in the clerk's office at the direction of the court. 

. Other cases disposed do not include notice of appeal cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 
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End 
pending 

502jk 
~jk 

(j) 

-#t 
502J""k 

Total appeals pending and filed inclUde original proceedings and notice of appeal cases as well as ~ppeals. Total appeals disposed includes 
notice of appeal cases. 

KAdditional information: 
Pending includes cases pending on certiorari in the Supreme Court of Alabama and the Supreme Court of the Uni~ed States, cases on motions 

1 for new trial in trial courts, and those in which appeals have not been perfected (all necessary documents filed). 
Special source or revision in data: . 

Manner of disposition and disposition of cases data were provided by the clerk of court during data verification. 

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978·79 (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and addItional data were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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AlABAMA CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
39 circuits. 113 judges 

October 1. 1978 to September 30, 1979 

Child: 
Dmnestlc relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civnj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I ci vi I 

Crillinald: 

Total criminalj 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BeglnOlng 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Tri aId 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Crilliinal •••• 1,567 5,715 7,282 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
NfA = Ths case type is. handled by the court but' the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

46,809. 
26,302J 

73,111 

24,302j 

21,025 

118,438 

X ,; The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is count~d with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of COUilt is the number of defendants on the indictment. 

. A trial is counted If tried to completion. 
JExolanatlon of data Included in the category: 

Other ciyil figures include law, auto tort, and civil appeals cases. 
Criminal cases include felonies and cri.inal appeals. 

Disposed tnd 
pending 

48,832. N/A 
25,312J ~ 

74,144 N/A 

24,552j NfA 

20,138 NfA 

118,83~ NfA 

Source: The Administrative Director ot Courts, Annual R~port, 1978-79 (Montgomery, Ala~ama). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

========~-==---~--~=-----~=====---'~~--~--------~--~--------~------------------.----------=--

.. 

\.\ 

\-N .-

ALABIIM DISTRICT COURT 
Court of 1f~ted jurisdiction 

66 courts. 89 judges 
October 1. 1978 to Septelber 3D. 1979 

173 

End BeglnOlng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Child: 
Sll!all claim ................................................. . 
Other chil: 

Ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminal d: 
Other cri.inal: 

State cri mi na I ........•..... ,' ..... " ., ...•.............•.••. 
Municipal criminal ••••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Tota I crimi na I 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

State traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 

Grand tota I ................................................... .. 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

NfA 
NfA 
~ 

N/A 

NfA 
N/A 
~ 

NfA 

NfA 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

85,330 

44,776 

130,106 

92,001 
3,602 

95,603 

95,603 

180,408 
l1,O13 

191,421 

191,421 

21,746 

438,876 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 

89,188 NfA 

46,103 ~ 

135,291 NfA 

92,850 NfA 
2,961 N/A 

95,811 ~ 

95,811 NfA 

175,910 NfA 
9,493 NfA 

185,403 ~ 

185,403 N/A 

20,334 NfA 

436,839 NfA 

The number of juvenile case filings, dispositions, and cases pending at the end of the year were not available, and therefore are not 
included in the grand total filing, disposition, and end pending figures. 

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978-79. (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been cow~uted' where netessary. 

AlABAMA PROBATE COURT 
Court of If.tted jurfGdictfon 

67 courts, 67 judges 
October I, 197~ to Septe.ber 30, 1979 

There Were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court in 1979. 

ALAlINIA IIJNICIPAl COURT 
Court of li.fted jurfs.iictfon 

329 coorts: .... 220 recorders, "'120 lli\Yors 
,October I, 1978 to Septelber 30, 1979 

j' There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court in 1979. 

1 
:\ 
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM,1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
JurisdiCtion: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from final 

judgments. 
- Discretionary review of any order or 

decision not appealable. 
- Crimin~i cases ~~pealed by state only 

for testtng suffIcIency of indictment 
or leniency of sentence. 

- Sen tence review. 

j 

~~------~~----------~ 

DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 
17judges 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in' all civil. 

Exclusive jurisdiction in domestic 
relations, probate, guardianship and 
civil commitments. ' 

- Original jurisdiction in all criminal. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals on record unless trial de novo 

granted. 

Jury trials. 

MAGISTRATES COURT (56) 

- Civil actions under $10,000, auto 
tort under $15,000, small claims 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations 

'56 part-time magistrates and 
21 acting magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000. 

felony preliminaries. ' 

Six-man jury trials. 

- Small claims up to $2,000. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 

Six-man jury trials. 

In~lcates route of appeal. 

Courtof 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

j (I' '\t 

ALASKA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals, 

C1v11J .! •••••••••••••• '~ •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• ~~ •• 
Cri.inall ................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original applications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review ...................................... . 

Sentence review only: 
Sentence appeal ........................................... . 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Beg\nmng 
pending 

297 
209 

'"'!06 

6 

61 

51 
""'ill" 

624 

Filed 

305 
133 

--;m' 

37 

141 

40 
-m!' 

656 

Hanner of disposition 

~als 
ClVlI-';<C='rir:.:Ji-=n""a Ir 

Op1nion and mandate •••••••••••••• ~ 84 
Memorandum opinion & judgme~t •••• 19 15 
Summary order •••••••••••••••••••• 3 1 
Dismissed by court or partl~s •••• 113 39 
Denied ................... : ••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 254 139 

Original 
proceedings 

3 
o 
9 
4 

20 
36 

Requests 
to 

ap~al 

o 
14 
30 
80 

150 

Disposition of cases 

Originll 
Ch11 Cri_inal jurisdiction 

By opinion and mandate: 
Affirmed ................................ 63 46 1 
Affirmed in part/reversed in part ....... 8 14 0 
Reversed ................................ 7 3 0 
Reversed and remanded ................... 35 17 0 
Remanded ................................ 6 4 0 
Sentence too ,lenient • ••••••••••••••••• It.. 

Bar disciplinary action ................. 2 
By memorandum opinion and judgment: 

Affirmed ................................ 18 12 0 
Reversed ................................ 1 3 0 

8y summary order: 
Affi rmed ................................ 0 1 1 
Reversed or re~ersed and remanded •••••• 0 0 0 2 
Other ••••••• .;1,1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 0 6 

Total dispositions on the merits ........ ~ ... 141 100 12 
Review denied ............ """ ... " .. ,, ....... 20 

Status of pending caseload {12/31l79) 

Appells: 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 
Cri.lnal •••••••••••••••••••• 

Original proceecUngs ......... . 
Requests to Ippell •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only •••••••••• 

Total •••••• " ••••••••• " •• ".".,,""" 

Records 

70 
19 
o 
o 
2 

91 

Briefs 

106 
83 
2 
8 

11 
210 

Cases awaiting 
Hearing Decision 

20 130 
8 78 
0 '4 
3 4,3 
3 22 

34 277 

Time interval data" (average day~ 
I 

Disposedj 

254 
139 

39! 

36 

150 

55 
---m-

634 

Sentence 
review 
only 

42 
2 
I' 

10 

5& 

Total 
cases 
Z74 

36 
2B 

196 
100 
634 

Request!>' Sentence 
to review 

!I!P!!!l only 

7 34 
3 5 
9 0 
6 1 
1 2 

a 

0 1 
0 1 

4 a 
4 0 
6 1 

40 45 
80 

Mandate Stayed 

12 8 
4 8 

. 1 0 
0 a 
0 1 

17 17 

Total 

151 
30 
19 
59 
13 

0 
2 

31 
5 

6 
6 

16 

I~~ 

'''':-., 
" \~ice of ,appeal to mandate 0 •• " '., •••••• ,,, ••••••••••••••• ' .••• t ••• , •••••• 

Chil appeal 

609 
575h 
104 
145 

Cri.inal appeal 

599 

Sentence review only 

395 
384h . ,1tice of appeal to ·opinion publication ............................ . 

,,~.otice of appeal to certification of record ..................... .. 
~~rtificatlo" of record ~o completion of briefing ••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
.. ~mpletion of briefing t9 hearing or SUbmission •••••• , •••••••••••• 

aring or submission to opinion publication •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hearing or submis~lon to circulating draft opinion •••••••••••••• 

. Circulating draft opinion. to publication date .................. . 

89 
237h 
130 
107 

34 

579h 
124 
195 

73 
187h 

.125 
62 
20 

64 
93 
11 

216h 
129 

87 
11 

175 

End 
pending 

3469 
2009 

-s46g 

7 

549 

399 
LITIl9 

646 

,1)'1 i cat1 on date to mandate •••••••••• : .• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'.~~: -'------.-.:.~---------------------,-
K (continued on next page) 
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Alaska Supreme 'court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
-- : Not applicable. 

----~---~ 

gChange in pending does not equal the diffei"ence between filings and dispositions: 
During the year, a number of cases are reclassified, for example, a cri.inal appeal may become a sentence review only case, ~nd other cases, 

originally improperly classified, are corrected. The transfers between case categories account for the discrepencies in caseflow. 
hFigure was computed: , 

"Publication date to mandate" mean figure equals "notice of appeal to mandate" minus "notice of appeal to opinion publication." 
"Hearing or ,submission to Ilpinion publication" mean figure for time interval data equals the "hearing or submission to circulating 

draft opinion" plus "circulating draft opinion to opinion publication." 
. "Notice of appeal to opinion publication" is the sum of four major 5ubcategoHes. 
JExp1anation of data inc1uded in the category: 

Fi led fi gures inc1 ude cases fil ed and rei nstated. 
The number of chil and cri.ina1 appeals filed includes cross appeals filed. 
Juvenile appeals relating to dependency are included with the civil appeals. 
Juvenile appeals relating to criminal-type offenses are included with the cri';nai appeals category. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending case10ad data: 
The analysis of time periods for disposition of appeals was done for 139 civil appeals, 107 cri.ina1 appeals, and 38 sentence review only 
cases, which together comprised all cases closed by opinion and mandate during 1979. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1979 Annual Repor~,(Anchorage, Alaska: 1980); and the Annual Statistical 
Report of the clerk of the Supreme Court entitled "Annual Statistical Report 1979." Statistics are from the annual report and clerk's 
memo except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

'" 

• 

I ALASKA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 
4 districts, 10 courts, 20 judges 

January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Begl n01ng 
pending 

Civil damage ..................................... ............ X 
Contract: 

Debts, contracts, and notes •••••••••••••••••••••• ~........... X 
Real pro~erty rights: 

Housing, real estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• j.... X 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................... X 
Dissolution of marriage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total ................................................ , •••• ., X 
Support/cust~: ' 

Recip~ccal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,......... X 
OtherJ...................................................... X 

Total ................................................ ,...... X 
Adoption ..................................................... X 

Total......................................................... X 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Estates •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~............... X 
Probate wai ver ............................................. X 

Total o. .......................... ....... ........ ....... ••••• X 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship ................. ;............................. X 
Protective ........... ;..................................... X 

Total....................................................... X 
'Other estate ................................................. X 
Total......................................................... X 

Kental health: ' 
Sanity....................................................... X 

Appeal: 
Appeal of a~inistrative agency case: 

Administrative review...................................... X 
Otitl!r ci viI: 

Other civil .............. ' .................................... ___ X 

Total ci vi] ..................................................... 13,159 

Cri.ina1 d: 
Felony ............................. • ...... • .... •••••• .... • .. • .. 
"I sdenteanor ..................................................... . 
Appeal: 

From District Court ........................................ .. 
To Supreme Court ........................................... .. 

Total ......................................................... . 
Other crf.inal: 

Probation revocation ..................................... , ••••• 
Other ........................................................ . 

Total ••...•.•...•.•.•..•••...•..•.••..•••.•....••••••...••.•.• 

T.otal cr'imfnal ••••••••••.•••••••••••• " .......................... . 

Juvenile: 
Cri~lnal-type offense: 

De 11 nquency •••••••••••••••••• ,~ •••••••••••••••••••• to: •••••••••• 

Other juvenile: 
Child in need of aid ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total ........................ "J .............................. . 

283 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

283i 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

13,442i 

Filed 

860h 

l,487h 

274h 

2,090h 
2,145h 
4.235 

8S0h 
330h 

1,210h 
525h 

5,970 

647h 
87h 

734h 

17h 
140h 
157h 

17h 
90Sh 

;,;15h 

1961• Co. 

1.056h 

11,066 

691 
17 

52 
103 
155 

181 
30 
~ 

1,074 

x 
X 

1,352 

13.492 

Disposed 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

x 
__ 1. 

9,867 

751 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

3351 

1.086 

)( 

__ X 

1,085 

12.038 

Crillli nal (felonl) dispositions 

\., I>' 
Jury Non-Jur~ Total 

Civil : 
'~", Domestic relationsm .. 196 198 

~\", Other civilm ........ 48 82 130 
, 'Lota 1 ci'lil .......... 48 280 328 

"~inal (felony) ..... 114 13 127 .................... 162 293 4~55 

Civil dlsposltlonsm 

Other Domestic 
c1vilm relatlonsm 

~J 1,474 

1543 308 864 

~Ult •••••••• ~ ••• 
~hdrawn ......... t..; • ., 

llgment 
t;Jretrial) ........ 

Guilty (convicted) 
Guilty plea •••••••••••••• 
'Acqu1ttal •••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial with dismissal .. 
Oism1ss6d •• ~ ............. . 
Change of venue •••••••••• 
Complaint withdrawn •••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.•••••••••••••• ' ••••• 

Before 
i!:W. 

414 

156 
o 
4 

50 
624 

Jury 
trial 
/0 

2 
29 
7 
o 
o 
o 
o 

114 

Non-jury 
trial 
---g-

o 
4 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

13 

Age of pending caseloadsn (12/31/79) (days) 

Domestic relationsm ••• 
AVS8Sge 

891 
670 
435 

Hedian 
-:m-

676 
637 
363 

177 

End 
Pending 

)( 

X 

X 

X 
X 
Yo 

Y. 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

14,5409 

3829 
N/A 

\;.. 
.~~ N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

H/A 
N/A 
~ 

3829; 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

15,2579i 

~sm1ss~d •••••• ~ ••• 
fcontested •••••••• 3,237 

Probat~n •••••••••••••• 
Other civilm •••••••••• 
Felony ••••••••••••••• 

(contfnued on next page) 
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178 Alaska Superior Court (continued) 

Time interval data (days) 

o to 30 31 to 60 61 to 90 91 to 120 121 to 180 181 to 365 366,'to 730 Over 
Age at df spositi onn: . I\V20~ge Median dW- dabs da~s dals da~s da~s da~s 730 days 

Domestic relationsJ ••• 
Probatej •••••••••••••• 448 
Other civil .......... 422 
Felony ••••••••••••••• 169 

Domestic relationsm •••••••••••• 
Other civilm ••••••••••••••••••• 

--os-
81 

311 
99 

Under 90 
da~s 
82 
739 

-4 2,42 !:> 3 3 2 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 
213 277 183 168 
244 66 121 104 

Age of pending caseload (12/31/79)(days) 

91 to 180 181 to 365 366 to 545 546 to 730 
days days da~s days 
531 756 4~ 310 
752 1,399 950 849 

Boldface headin9s indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

3:> 
N/A 
261 

71 

731 to 910 
da~s 
33 
620 

X c The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

11 
N/A 
586 
92 

53 
N/A 
728 

26 

911 to 1,095 
da~s 
26 
391 

86 
1,656 

2S1 
N/A 
623 

27 

The ~riminal case unit 0: count.is the number of indictments or complaints. Some ~ccur after preliminary hearings in Di~trict Court. 
A tr1al is counted if tr1ed to Judgment. 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

h 
. Figure~ are as given in the annual report. 

F19ure was ~omputed: 
Filing data for civil case ca~egor~es were estimated., based on the total probate filing fi9ures and the percentages of the tofdls that each 

case category represented glven 1n the annual report. 
The juvenile filing fi~u~e for each category was calculated by multiplying the percent of formal petitions for each category by the total 

i 
number of formal pet1t1ons. 

Data are not complete: 
Cri.inal total pending figures include only felony cases. 

. Grand total pending figures include only civil and felony cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

1 
The state annual r~port indicates that a majority of the dOtEstic relations "other" cases are reciprocal support cases. 

Special source or rev1sion in the data: 
The number of othe~ criminal cases disposed was supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mInformation on dispos1tion type or trial data: 
Civil jury trial and civil disp~sition data are for all civil categories except domestic relations and probate. Civil non-jury trials also 

include domestic relations (d1vorce,reciprocal support) cases. 
The "domestic relations" category does not include adoption cases. 
The "probate" category includes all estate. III!ntal health. and adoption cases 
The "other civil" category includes tort. contr~t. ,real property rights, app~al and other civil cases 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: • • 
Age at d'lsposition and age of pending data are given for the following categories as listed in the annual report: 

Domestic relations -- divorce, dissolution of marriage, and other. 
Probate -- estates, guardianship, probate waiver, protective, other, adoption. and sanity. 
Other civil -- civil damage; debts, contracts, and notes: housing, real estate; administrative review; and other. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court S*stem, 1979 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 
annual report except that totals have been cor~uted were necessary. 

1980). Statistics are from the 
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ALASKA DISlnICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts. 21 courts, 17 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece~er 31. 1979 

-= Begi nni n9 
pending 

179 

DispOSed End 
pending 

J, - Civ11 d: 

,~ 
1ft 

i 
j 

t 
! 

," 

! 

'1 t , 
'~ 

Tort: 
Ci vi 1 damage ................................................ . 

Contract: 
Debt, contract, and note~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

S!IIiIll clai.s .................................................. . 
Other civil: 

Other ....................................................... . 

Total cfviJ ........................................................ 

Cri.inald: 
"isd_anor ................................................... . 
Preli.inary hearing: 

Felony ..................................................... .. 
Other criminal ................................................ . 

Total crimi nal ........................................ ~ ......... , .. 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
Misdemeanor traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal--traffic on formal complaint •••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic ............................................... . 

Total ................................................ •• .. ••• .. 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 
Trial d 

Jury Non-jur~ Tot:!l 

X 

X, 
6,737 

__ X 

12,200 

X 

654 
~ 

Xi 

X 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

Xi 

17,254i 

457 

, 3,414 
9,529 

~ 

14,451 

12,507h 

1,524 
~ 

16,027 

6,734h 
469 

83,774 
_90,997h 

'90,997h 

121,475 

X 

X 
8,534 

X 

12,043 

X 

1,270 
~l 

X 

X 
X 

70,349 
X 

X 

104,399 

Criminal dispositions 
Chi l: 

Sull clai.s 988 988 Misdemeanorm 

All other civil .. 44 168 
Total ............. 44 1,156 

Cd.inal: 
Misdemeanorm ••••• 529 380 

Traffic· ••••••••••• 1,083 
Grand total ........ '- ... 573 2,619 

Civilm dispositions 

Default .................... . 
Withdrawn •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ................. . 

1,796 
1,054 

2B8 

212 
1,200 

909 
1,083 
3,192 

c.:tJilty (convicted) ........................... . 

Before Jury Non-jury 
trial trial trial 
-- 2il2 312 

Guilty plea (includes reduced to misdemeanor) •• 10,227 0 2 
Acquittal .................................. • .. 2:34 64 
Mistrial with dismissal ••••••••••••••••••••••• 13 2 
Bail forfeiture ............................. .. 
Complaint withdrawn .......................... . 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superceded by indictment •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Held to answer .................... •• .. • .... • .. 
Other ........................................ . 

543 
735 

5,261 

1,152 

Trafficm dispositions 

° o 

° 

Guilty at non-jury trial •••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted and dismissed ••••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ............................. .. 
Wa iver at counter and ma 11 in ba il ....... . 
No shows (cl~sed statistically) ••••••••••• 
Other ................................... .. 

Time interval data (days) 

° o 

o 

551 
532 

9,925 
42,906 
2.021 

13,514 

' 'x 
" X 

8,3869 

X 

15,2449 

X 

6909 
~ 

Xi 

X 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

Xi 

23,2809i 

Pre li mi nary 
~aring 

268 

o 
457 
226 
171 
148 

1 to 30 31 to 60 61 to 90 9. to 120 121 to 180 181 to 365 366 to 730 Over 730 
Age at disposition: Average Median ~ da~s da~s da~s da~s da~s da~s da~s 

Chil: 
Stlall clai.s .......... 235 97 1,488 1,939 1,168 696 637 583 1,172 8u1 
A 11 other ci vil ....... 243 109 463 901 384 228 321 510 457 245 

Criminal: 
Mlsdemeanorm •••••••••• 105 33 10,907' 2,255 1,775 1,116 677 795 643 659 
Preliminary hearing ••• 63 17 985 112 40 29 20 28 42 14 

Trafficn ................ 220 200 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A fVA N/A N/A 

Age of pending caseload (12/31/79) !da~sl 

K: 
1.; 



180 Alaska District Court (continued) 

B01dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. [' 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: ' 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. I 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

gChange in pending ooes not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. The end pending figure for preli.ina~ hearings does not include those cases out on warrants. 

hFigure was computed: 
"isdetEanor and "misdemeanor traffic" filing figures were estimated using the total filing figures given for the two case categories together 

and the percentage of the total each represented given in the annual report. There were 19,241 misdemeanor and misdemeanor traffic filings. 
There were 18,827 misdemeanor and misdemeanor traffic dispositions. 

iOata are not complete: 
Grand total pending figures include all data except other cri.inal. other criminal--traffic informal complaint, and other traffic cases. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
The number of other criminal cases disposed was provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil type of disposition data do not include dispositions of s.all claims cases. 
Misdemeanor type of disposii:ion data include misdemeanor traffic cases. 
Traffic trial and type of disposition data only include "other traffic" cases. 

"Information on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Misdemeanor age at disposition is measured from first appearance to dismissal, acquittal. or sentencing. The misdemeanor category for time 

interval and age of pending data includes misdemeanor traffic cases. 
Traffic time interval data only include "other traffic" cases. 
Age of pending caseload data were not available for "all other civil" cases in the same time period breakdowns as were available for all other 

case categories. I 
Source: Admi ni strati ve Oi rector of the Coul'ts, Alaska Court System, 1979 Annual Report (Anchorage, Al aska: 1980). Stati sti cs are fro,ll the annual 

report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and additional lnformation was supplied by the administrative office of thel 
court during data verifcation. 

ALASKA MAGISTRATES COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts. 56 courts. 56 part-ti.e and 21 acting Magistrates 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.her 31. 1979 

Total civil •••••• ., ............................................ . 

Criminald: 
"isd_anor ................................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic· .................................................. . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classificalions used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Filed 

401 

1.584 

HiD 

1,734 

1,073 

3,20B 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alas~a Court s*stem, 1979 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 
annual report except that totals have been computed were necessary. 

Disposed 

272 

1.363 

-1Ql 

1,466 

1,095 

2,833 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1980) • Statistics are from the 
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ARIZONA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
jurisdiction: 

r--------I~ -Final appellate jurisdiction in all 
~ actions in the state's court system ex

cept those arising in justice and police 
courts. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in cases between 
counties. 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
12 judges 
jurisdiction: 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 

- All actions and proceedings originat
ing in or permitted by law to be ap
pealed i rom the Superior Court. 

JUSTICES OF 
THE PEACE (84) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $],000. 

t 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
75 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil actions 

Over $500. Exclusive probate and 
domestic relations jurisdir,tion. Ao
pellate jUrisdiction over various sfate 
administrative agencies. 

- Original jurisdiction in felony, 
misdemeanor . 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo and appeals on the 

record. 

jury tri~ls. 

CITY MAGISTRATES (74) 
94 magistrates 
hlrisdiction; 

- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses 
with fine less than $300 or sen
tence under 6 months. Preliminary 
hearings. 

- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses 
with fine less than $300 or sen
tence under 6 months. 

jury trials. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of ,1ppC,11. 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courtof 
general 

jUl'iadiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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ARIZONA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
Janua~ I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnnlng Filedj End ________________________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~i~ng~ _____________________________ D_i_sp_o_s_e_d __________ ~pe~ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crilli nal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
De 1 ayed appe~ 1 s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• u ••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appeal sJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Special actionsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bar matters •••••••• t."" ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petitions for reviewJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ..................................... ,"' ••••••• 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous special actionsj 

Total other proceedings 

36 
59 
5 

--roo 

4 
26 
6 

75 
111 

--rrr 

211 

6 

6 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals 

Civil 
Written opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Criminal Delayed 
48 

Memorandum decision •••••••••••••••••••• 9 
Terminated without written 

opinion ••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

24 3 

0 0 

50 
69 
1 

-rnr 

37 
147 

56 
66B 
908 

----gus-

1,028 

65 

65 

Original 
Total jurisdiction 
-us- 86 

36 2 

3 853 

79 
72 

3 
154 

40 
162 

57 
682 
941 

--g;rr 

1,095 

~ 

64 

Other 
matters Total 
--0- 2lil 

0 38 

64 920 

1 
11 

5 
61 
78 

--nr 

144 

7 

7 

Appeals (civil, cri.nnal, and delayed) filed include cases transferred in from the Arizona Court of Appeals. Ninety-three appeals were 
transferred from the Court of Appaals during 1979. 

Special actions inc.lur.le mandamus, probibition, and quo warranto cases from Oivisiion One of the Court of Appeals. The Supreme Court has 
handled these c~ses for Division One since 1975 in order to help it catch up with its backlog. 

Petitions for review are requests for review of Court of Appeals cases (or portions thereof) th~t ~re heard as a matter of right. They are 
not necessarily processed as a regular appeal. 

Miscellaneous special actions are instituted by indigent prisoners for redress of grievances arising out of their convictions or restraint. 
There is no constitutional or statutory provision which prescribes this type of case. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1979 Annual JUdicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1980). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARIZONA COURT OF APPEALS _, 
Intermediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 12 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
De I a.l'ed appea Is •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial Commission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unemployment insurance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenil e ...................................... " ............. . 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Special actionsj ....................................... .. 
Petitions for review--post conviction •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ............................. ,' ....................... .. 

Beginning 
pendi ng-

619 
648 

0 

125 
0 

125 
12 

T,"404f 

2 
14 
62 
78 

--;a 

1.482 

Manner of disposition 

1979 

692 
805 

0 

187 
9 

196 
49 

r,m-

5 
164 

88 
2'i7 

--m 

1,999 

Appeals 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Memorandum ............................... .. 
Terminated without opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

Civil 
200 

174 
247 
50 

Criminal 
106 
505 
250 
45 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications ·used by the CSIM project. 

jExplanation of data incuded in the category: 
Appeals filed are net figures after appeals transferred in are added. 

Delayed 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Appeals disposed include appeals tranferred out and appeals disposed by the court. 
Special actions include mandamus, prohibition, and quo warranto cases. 

A'1~CY 
125 

59 
o 

Juvenile 
10 
16 

6 
o 

Total 
339 

820 
562 
95 

Disposedj 

&71 
906 

0 

207 
0 

207 
32 

l,8Ib 

6 
160 
100 
266 

---m 

2,082 

Original 
jurisdiction 

21 
45 

196 
4 

Total 
3iiO 

865 
758 
99 

End 
pending 

640 
547 

0 

105 
9 

114 
29 

r,no 

1 
18 
50 
69 

----sg 

1,399 

183 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts. 1979 Annual JUdicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have bei!n computed where necessary. 
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ARIZONA SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
14 counties. 78 judges 

January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Civil d: 
Law: 

CivilJ •••••••••••••••••••••••• Domestic relations: ••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 

~~~~i~~~~ti~' ;~i~ti~~~;"""""""""""""""""'" 
DOl1lestic relations Mod·i fy decr::e ................................................................................ .. 
Fore; gn decree .................................................... 1;> ............ ~ ...................... .. 

Contempt only .. " ...................................... ,. ............ """ .. " ...................... .. 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: .................................. It ................................ '" .......................................... .. 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• Mental health •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal ......................................................................... .. .............................................................. 
Total civil 

frimillal d: 
:~!~~~~~~; .................................................... . ................................................... 
Appeal •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••• Postconvi cti on remedy: • • .•••••••••••••••• 

Postconviction relief Other crimi na 1: .•..••..••.•..•..•..•...••.•.•.••••••.••• 

UncI assi fi edj .............................................. .. 

Total .criminal 

Juvenilei : 
Hon-offense: 

Juvenile dependency 

Total juvenile 

Grand total 

Civil: , 
Law ..................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody ••••••.•• 
Adoption ............... . 
Domestic relations •••••• 

Total ................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate • 
Mental health ••••••••••••• 

Total .................... .. 
Criminal: 

Felony ................... . 
Nisdemeanor ....... " .... .. 
Appeal ................... . 
Other criminal •••••••••••• 

Total .................... .. 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••• 

Trial d 

Jury 

562 

o 
o 

15 
15i 

o 
o 

577; 

635 
8 

18 
o 

661 
l,238i 

Default hearing •••• 
Dismissals ••••••••• 
Transfer out ••••••• 
Final order •••••••• 
Otherwise removed •• 
Arbitration •••••••• 
Mr,dical Malpractice 

Panel ........... , 

Non-jury 

1,880 

o 
o 

3,535 
3,535i 

o 
o 

5,415i 

75 
3 

277 
1 

356 
5,771i 

5,893 
5,546 

477 
o 

15,648 
747 

5 

Total 

2,442 

a 
o 

l,550 
3,550i 

o 
o 

5,992i 

710 
11 

295 
1 

1.017 
7,009i 

Supportl 
custody 

o 
o 

279 
o 

7,114 
o 
o 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

29,951 

8,684 
l,716 i 

12,799 
118 
147 
245 

13,309 
23,709i 

28.658 
N/A 

-.ill. 
82,3181 

5,272 
256 
451 

102 

~ 

6,100 

88,688i 

Filed Disposed 

33,033 30,758 

7,646. 7,393, 
1,0831 9151 

26,717 27,049 
1,589 1,358 

172 170 
6,466 6,274 

34,944 
43.673i 

34,851 
43,159i 

8.146 11,315 
N/A 1.D61j 
~ -.ill. 

84,852i 86,293i 

11,323 10,557 
92 233 

1,852 1,829 

453 464 

~ --E. 
13,815 13,175 

1,0011 ~i 

l,OO1i 7781 

99,668i 100,246i 

Criminal dispositions 

Jury trial in process: m 
Guilty plea •••••••••••• 
Dismissals ••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial in process: 
Guilty plea •••••••••••• 
Dismissals" ............ . 

Plea ................... .. 
Oismissed/nol pros ••••••• 
Transfer out ••••••••••••• 
Other dismissals ......... 
Otherwise removed •••••••• 
Affirmed/Reversed •••••••• 

Civil dispositions 

Domestic relations 

Adoptioni 
o 
o 

91~i 
o 
o 
o 

Domestic 
relations 

16,410 
4.156 

69 
o 

2,864 
o 

o 

FI!"lony Mi sdemeanor ~ 

28 0 
24 0 

2 0 
2 0 

6.873 127 
2,304 57 

62 5 
449 24 
159 9 

Estate 
Probate! 

will s/i ntestate 
o 
o 
o 
o 

11,315 
o 
o 

a 
1 

a 
15 
50 

165 
204 
203 
647 
265 

Hentat 
health 

o 
o 
o 

1,061 
o 
o 
o 

End 
pending 

32,226 

8,937 
1,884i 

12,467 
349 
149 
437 

13,402 
24,223i 

25,489 
N/A 

.-W.. 
81,9381 

6,038 i 
115 I 474 

91 I 
22 i 

! 

6,740 i 
I 

493i I 493i 

" 
89,1711 

Other 
criminal Tot.ll 

0 28 
a 25 

0 2 
0 17 
0 7,050 
5 2,531 

11 282 
4 680 

71 886 
265 

,{ 

!f 
r j 
~ 
fi n 
l:i 

n 
~ 
tl 

~ 
~ ~ j ! 
I 
! 
I 
\ 
,\ 

,1 
1 
r 

;1 

\1 l 
,1 
;~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
i 
! 
'-

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case ;s counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the voir dire examination of the panel begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
A caseload inventory was conducted ;n the Superior Court during January, 1979. Adjustments, based on the findings of the inventory, were 

. made to the beginning pendi~J figures reported for the 1979 court year. 
1Data are not complete: Adoption total domestic relations. total civil, and grand total figures do not include adoption data for Maricopa County. 
. Juvenile filing, dispOSitions, and per.ding data do not include data from Maricopa or Yuma Counties. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filings include cases trajlsferred in. 
Dispositions include cases transferred out. Civil cases include prayer under $1,000, auto tort. non-auto tort. contract. eminent domain, unclassified civil, and appeal cases. 

185 

Mental health cases disposed are the number ~f civil (549) and criminal (512) mental health hearings held. 
Civil appeals are included with data classified in the law category. 
Unclassified criminal cases are offenses which do not come under any of the other criminal case categories listed, for example, peace bond 

compl ai nts. 
mlnformation on type of disposition or trial data: Figures given for criminal cases disposed while a jury or non-jury trial was in process are also included in the courts of the number of 

cri.inal jury and non-jury trials held. Trials are counted at their beginning, but not all continue to verdict. 

Source; Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1979 Annual Judicial Repor: (Phoenix, Arizona: 1979). Statistics are from the reports except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

!,-i . .:~ 
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Tota 1 ci vi 1 

CriMinald: 

ARI7.0NA JUSTICES OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of lilrited jurisdiction 

84 courts. 84 judges 
~anuary 1. 1979 to Decenber 31. 1979 

BegInning 
pending 

24.104f 

Filed 

47.229 

HisdE!l1leanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PreliMinary hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5,326f 
2.949f 

26,448 
14,884 

Total criminal 8,275f 41,332 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 57,763f 289,941 

Grand total 90,142f 378,502 

Tria1d ~~ G1 pending cases 
. Under 

Jury Non-Jurx ~ 
Civii ............ 11 10,529 10,540 Civil . ................. 
Crimi na 1 .......... 51 1,637 1.688 CriMinal: 
Traffic .......... 177 8,674 8,851 Hfsde.eanor •••••••••• 
Total ............ 239 20,840 21,079 PreliMinary hearing •• 

Traffic ............... 
801dface headings indicate the classifications used. by the CSIM project. 
N/A : This case type is handled by the court, but tha data are unavailable. 

20 days 

N/A 

N/A 
622 
N/A 

X : The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

46,988 

21,081 
13.999 

35,080 

266,595 

248,663 

(12/31/79) 
Under Under 

150 daxs l.mJ:. 
N/A 19,226 

5,172 X 
X X 

48,781 X 

All other 
cases 

5,119 

5,521 
3,212 

32,328 

F,nd 
pending 

24.345 

10,693 
3.834 

14,527 

81,109 

U9,981 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 
end pendi ng f'; gure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

1Special source or revision in the data: The criminal case unit of cdunt is the number of defendants on the 
information, indictment, ~r complaint. 

A trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
The number of trials conducted was provided by the office of the 

state court administrator during data verification. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts. 1979 Annual JUdicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1980). Statistics 'are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was provided by the state court administrative office 
during data verification. 

Criminald: 
Hisdemeanar 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

ARIZONA CITY MAGISTRATESl 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

74 COllrtS. 94 mgi strates 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beg1 nmng 
pending 

26.585f 

26,58sf 

DWI/DUI ...................................................... . X 
_-1. Other traffic violation ...................................... . 

171,702f 

Grand total ··· .. ·······································r········· 206.287f 

Filed 

62.598 

62,598 

x 
X 

518,842 

581,440 

Disposed 

56.096 

56,096 

X 
X 

550,3B8 

606.484 

Trial d1 
Jury ,'No;;:JUrx 

Agp, of pending case10ad (12/31/79) 
Under 150 d~ Over 150 daxs 

CriMf na1 ••••••••• 86 
Traffic •••••••••• 873 
Total •••••••••••• 959 

\7~Q~o 
22:602 
29,688 

Total 

7,172 
23,475 
30,647 

CriMfnal ............. .. 
Traffic •••••••••••••••• 
Total .................. . 

15,087 
46,624 
57,711 

2,523 
12,208 
14,731 

End 
pending 

33.087 

33,087 

X 
X 

14B,156 

181,243 

187 

Boldface headings indicat.e the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for thi s case type are knoWn ·,to be i nc1 uded in the total but were not avai I ab 1e by category; 

dCase definition or unit of court: . 
The criminal case unit of court is the number of defendants on the 

comp1 ai nt. . . 
A trial is counted when the first witness 1S sworn. 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1979 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Caseload for the 1978 court year were not available for all court 

locations; caseload data report.ed for the 1979 court year are 
comp~eted. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the office of the Administrative 

iOata are nat complete: 
No data were available on the age of the pending case10ad in the 

Marana or Phoeni x courts. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

All data given for the Arizona Cf.ty Magistrates were provided by 
the office of the state court administrator. 

Oirector of the Courts. 

., 
I,·t 
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ARKANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT {: 

7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
Appellate jurisdiction over cases from Circuit, Chancery, and Probate Courts involving: 
- Construction or interp':etation of Arkansas Constitution and Acts, municipal or county ordinance, 

court and administrative agency rules. 
- Criminal appeal. involving imposition of the death penalty or life imprisonment, and post conviction 

reJief petitions. 
- Appeals from administrative agencies. 
- Petitions for writs. 
- Election and attorney discirJine. 
- Appeals from Court of Appeals certified for review. 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS 
6 justices 

JU~~==:!'vll;:-~:;:; -----::.-:;. ':;'~ --~:::::;:~~" 
c_ Appellate jurisdiction over ca~!!s from the Circuit, Chancery. and Probate Courts, except those cases 

appealed directly to the Supre~!! Court. 

1\ A~ 

t t 
CIRCUIT COURT (20) CHANCERY AND 
33 judges PROBATE COURT (20) 
Jurisdiction: 30 chancellors 
- Civil cases over$100. Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. -Courts of equity (land disputes, 
- Juvenile. domestic relations, etc.) Hears 
Hears appeal de novo. probate matters and adoptions. 

Jury trials. No jury trial. 

~~ 

COURT OF COUNTY COURT (75) 
COMMON PLEAS (12) 75 judges 
counly judges serve 55 juvenile referees 
Jurisdiction varies: Jurisdiction: 
-Contracls and other civil matters 

~ - - Original jurisdiction in counly taxes, 
under $1,000 not involving title 10 county expenditures, and claims 
property. against county. Bastardy proceedings. 

- Juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

No jury trial. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (118) JUSTICE OF THE 
98 judges PEACE COURT (3) 
Jurisdiction: 3 jusllces of the peace 
- Contract under $300. Property .. .. 

-.. - Jurisdiction: 
recovery under $300. Property - Contract under $300. Property 
damage undillr $100 reco~'ery under $300. Property 

- Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. damage under $100. 
" - Felony prellmin.uies. Misdemeanors. 

Six-man jury trials. 

POqCE COURT (3) CITY COURT (84) 
3 judges 76 Judr,es 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
·civil case. under $300. -- - - Civil cas~s under $300 . 
-Misdemeanors and city ordinance 

~ ..... 
- MlsdemeanorG and city,ordlnance 

violations. Ii violations. i 

No jury trials. No jury trials. 

,t Indicates route of appeal. 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court; of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

li 

, \ 

I 
1 
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1 
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cl 
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]I 
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ARKANSAS SUPREI4E COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.oer 31. 1979 

Beginning 
pending 

r;ases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law """::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: Equity ........... . Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............ • .... •• .. •• .. •• ................ • .. ••••• .. .. 
Cri.ina1: .... . 

Capital ............. ••••• .. ••• .... •• .. • .. •• .. •• .. •• .. • 
Other felony .............................................. . 
Mi sdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

rota1 ...................................................... . 
postconviction reae~: ••••••••••• postconviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 

'\ 
<\ 

Ori9inal proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Civil : 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :::::::::: 
Mandamus .................................... . 
Prohibition ........................................... . 
Certiorari .... ; ....................................... . 
Other petitionsJ ..................................... .. 

Total ............. ••• .... .,··,,· .. •••••••••• .... •••••• .. • 
Crimi na 1: 

Habeas corpus ......................................... . 
Mandamus ............................................. .. 
Prohibition ......... •• .. • .... ••••• .. •••• .. •• .. ••• .... • • 
Postconviction .................................. , .... .. 
Certiorari ............................................ . 
Other petitionsj ..................................... .. 

Total ............ • .... •• .. ••••• .... ••••••••••••••• .. •• .. 
Total ............. ••• .... •• .. •••••••••• .. ··,.. .. •• .. •••• .. • 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total, cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Reheari ng requests .......... , ................................. . 
Other matters: Motions (excluding extension of time) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Motions for extension of time •••••••••••••••••••• :::::::::::: 
Total ......... • .. ••• ...... ••• .. • .. ••••••••• .. ••••• 

76 
BO 
15 

171 

B 
71 
7 

86 

8 
-m 

0 
1 
2 
0 
2 
5 

0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
2 
7 

12 
-n 

277 

14 

361 
0 
~ 

SOl 
Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ------------------

Oisposed 

161 20B 
145 192 

11 24 
317 424 

5 8 
169 200 

7 13 
181 221 

17 12 
--srs -osr 

0 0 
1 2 

10 9 
8 10 

29 34 
~9 54 

3 3 
14 15 
16 15 

14 14 
14 12 
20 IB 
81 77 

126 135 ----m -m 

650, 783 

121 118 

3451 3331 
1,104 1,105 
1,437 1.450 

1,571 1,555 

:j Disposition of cases 

'\ 

' ' 1 
<Jr~ 

1 It 
\~ 

." 

:] 

I 
! 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion (majority) •••• 453m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••• 16 

Time interval datan (average days) 

Record filing to submission ...... 
Submission to decision ••••••••••• 
Record filing to decision •••••••• 
Average number of day~, case con-

tinued on motion of appellant .. 
Average number of days case con- , 

tinued on motion of appellee 

f!!!l 
121.12 

15.42 
136.54 

21.01 

1.89 

Crilliinal 
and post
conviction 

rl!llM!dy 

156.25 
34.99 

191.24 

18.0B 

7.04 

Appeals: 
Affirmed: 
~m ~~:~ ;,;. ~~di ri;d' ~~. ~~. ~~~diti~~'::: 

Total .•••.•• ····,,······················· 
Revers~d: 

Reversed ••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••• " •• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part 
Reversed and dismissed ................ . 
Reversed with directions ••••••••••••••• 

Total ••..• ·••······ .•..•••• " .••••••.••.. 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••• 
R~manrlQd " •••••• " ••••••••••••• " •• "." •••••• 
Affirmed in part and remanded •••••••••••• 
Transferred to Court of Appeals .; •••••••• 
Dismissed: 

Dismissed with opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed without opinion •••••••••••••• 

Total •.••..•....•.•...••..•.•.•••.•.•.. 11; 

Original jurisdiction: 
Petitions granted •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petitions denied .... " ................... .. 

Rehearing requests: 
Granted "Co ••••••• "",,·,,········,,,,·······''·· 

Denied " •••• " ••••••.•• " •• " •• "." .......... " •• 

f!!.!l 

156 
20 

176 

17 
10 
13 

1 
41 
58 

2 
2 

11~ 

2 
28 
30 

22 
27 

3 
31 
34 

Cri.inal 

109 
8 

117 

4 
3 
8 
o 

15 
21 

1 
1 

58 

o 
8 
8 

311 
321 

9 
75 
84 

189 

End 
pending 

Post-

29 
33 

2 
64 

5 
40 

1 
46 

13 
-m 

0 
0 
1 
2 
7 

10 

0 
1 
3 
1 
2 
4 

11 
21 -zr 

144 

17 

481 
1 
~ 

66 

f!!!!!ic:.lli!!. Total 

8 
1 
9 

o 
o 
1 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
2 

11 
131 

o 
o 
o 

?,73 
29 

302 

21 
13 
22 

1 
57 
79 

3 
3 

173 

2 
38 
40 

54 
72 

12 
106 
118 I 

~ 

~ 
Total .•.• "" •••..•.• " ....•. ~" •. ''' .••. " .•• '''' 

- --.-,--------------'----,.,._--(continued on noxt page) 



190 Arkansas Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM ~;'oject . 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court, but the 'data are unavailable:' 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
1 spe~~~r s~~;~!i ~~s r~~f!~~~ r~v~~:s d~:a~ourt of Appeal s deci si ons and transfers from the .Court of Appeal s. 

The number of motions (excluding extension of time) pending fil d d d" 
mI jurisdiction petitions granted and denied were provided by theeadm~~istlS~?Sed'faf~d thef nhumber of cri.inal and postconvictions original 

nformation on disposition type or tri'al data: ra lve 0 ce 0 t e courts during data verificatio". 
There ~ere 6? dissenting, 23 concurring, and 6 dissenting in part and opinlons flled. concurring in part opinions 

nlnformatian on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
The time in~erval data are based on a survey of 221 civil appeals and 

Court durlng 1979. 

filed in additionto)ht453 majority 
// 

d 
129 crillinal and postconviction reIledY"C~~~.~tl"f decided by the Supreme 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department Fifteenth Annual Re t 197 " 
from the annual report except that total~ have been com u por. 9 Judlcial Stat~stics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
administrative ~ffice of the courts during data verific~ti~~.where necessary, and addltional information was supplied by the 

I. 

i 

I 

ARKANSAS COURT OF APPEALSb 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

6 justices 
July 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Law ........................................................ . 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• , .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mi sdemeanor ............................... ; ••••••••••••••••• 

Tetal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proc~edin9s: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil: 

Habeas corpus ......................................... . 
Cert i orari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other peti ti ons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
Criminal: 

Habeas corpus ........................................ .. 
Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases .................................................... . 

Other procaedings: 
Reheari ng requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Motions (excluding extension of time) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for extension of time •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm n9 
pendingll 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

-0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

-0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

Disposition of cases 

Filed 

286 
101 

13 
400 

138 
15 

153 
-m 

0 
2 

54 
56 

0 
7 
0 
7 

63 
--oJ 

616 

45 

115 
423 
53B 

583 

Disposed 

114 
43 
3 

160 

68 
11 
79 

-rn-

0 
1 

53 
54 

0 
6 
0 
6 

60 
--ro 

299 

35k 

93k 
420 

--ill 
548 

bnd 
pen-1ing 

172 
5B 
10 

240 

70 
4 

74 
-n4 

0 
1 
1 
2 

0 
1 
0 
1 
3 

-~ 

317 

10 

22 
3h 

25 

35 

191 

Crimfnal Civil Cri.inal Total 
Appeals: 

Affirmed: 
Affirmed ............................. . 
Affirmed as modified or on condition •• 

Total ................................. . 
Affirmed in part and remanded ••••••••••• 
Reversed: 

Reversed ............................. . 
Affirmed in part, revers~1 in part •••• 
Reversed and dismissed •••••••••••••••• 
Reversed with directions •••••••••••••• 

Total .................................. . 
Reversed and f'emanded .................. . 
Remanded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed: 

Dismissed with opinion •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed without opinion ••••••••••••• 

Tatal •••.•••...•••...•..••••••.•.••.•.. 
Transferred to Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 

88 
8 

96 
2 

4 
7 
2 
o 

13 
27 

3 

o 
11 
11 
8 

50 
6 

56 
o 
o 
4 
3 
o 
7 
6 
o 
o 
5 
5 
5 

138 
14 

152 
2 

4 
U 

5 
o 

20 
33 

3 

o 
16 
16 
13 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

bParticular court or reporting system Information: 
The Arkansas Court of Appeals was established with the approval by 

the voters of Constitutional Amendment 58 in November of 1978. 
The court began operations on July 1. 1979. The data reported 
here are for the first six months of the court's operation. the 
second half of the court year. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figure for motions for extension of time was 

calculated using beginning pending, fl1ed, and dIsposed figures 
given in the annual report. 

Or f ginal jurisdiction: 
Petitions granted ...................... 54 5 59 
Petitions denied ....................... 0 1 1 

Rehearing requests: 
Granted ................................ 0 0 0 
Denied ••••••••••••••••••••• \t ••••••••••• 25 10 35 

Total ................................... 25 10 35 

Manner of disposition 

Written opi ni on (majori ty) .... 16]m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••• 36 

kAddit10nal information: 
None of the rehearing requests were granted. 
Seventy-five of the motions (excluding time motions) were granted. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
There were 45 dissenting, 7 concurring, and 1 dissenting in part 

and concurring in pa~t_9pinions filed in addit'lon to the 167 
majori ty opi nl ons f11 \!Q'; 

Source: Executive Secretary. JUdicial Department, Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock. Arkansas). Statistic~ are 
from the annual report e~ept that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARKANSAS CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of gene~al jurisdictio~ 
20 circuits, 33 judges 

January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Civil d: 
Law.i : 

Civil 
Appeals 

................. ~: ..................................................................................... .. 

.............................................. " ............................................................. .. 
Total civil 

.............................................................................. It ........................ .. 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Capital .................................................... .. 
Felony ....................................................... . 

A "f,pOp;:lj ...... ••• .. ••••• ..................................... , ••• ........................................................ 
Total crimina1j .................................................................................................. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Begl nnlng 
pending 

21,109fj 
-Ul. 
21,l09f 

49f 
6,889f 
6,938f 
2,961f 

9,899f 

31,008f 

Age of pending case10ad 

Less than 

Filed 

27,683.i 
-li.L 
27,683 

91 
9,770 
9,861 
5,005 

14,866 

42,549 

Civil ........................... . 
1 l:ear 
13,720 

1 to 2 l:ears 
5,441 

Over 2 l:ears 
3,168 Criminal: 

Felony: 
Capital ..................... . 
Felony ..................... .. 

Total ....................... .. 
Appeal .. '" ................... . 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••• 

47 
4,038 
4,085 
2,179 
6,264 

801dface headings indicate the c1assificatiors used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civi! 7ase is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

2 5 
1,310 653 
1,312 658 

433 168 
1,745 826 

f !he.crlmlna~ cas~ unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
BegInnIng pendIng f~gure.for the 1979 court year does not equal the and pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

. Figur~s are as gIven In the annu~l report. 
JExp1anatlon of data included in the category: 

law includes ~ppeals (trial de novo).that could not be separated from the total. 
Ap~e~l cases Include some original mIsdemeanor cases. 
CrImInal data include a nominal number of juvenile cases and juvenile appeals. 

Source: 

Disposed End 
pending 

26,463.i 22,329j 
-Ul. -ill 
26,463 22,329 

86 54 
10,658 6,001 
10,744 6,055 
5,186 2,780 

15,930 8,835 

42,393 31,164 

Executive Secretary, Judi ci a 1 Department, Fourteenth Annua 1 Report·, 1979 Judi ci a1 St ti i (Li f th 1 - a st cs tt1e Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are rom e annua report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARKANSAS CHANCERY AND PROBATE COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 chancery circuits, 30 chancellorsc 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Child: 
Equity ....................................................... .. 
Do.estic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocals IN ........................................... .. 
Reciprocals OUT ................. ; .......................... . 

Total ............. , ......................................... .. 
Adoption ........... ::~ ...................................... .. 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... .. 

Qeglnnlng 
pending 

9,269f 

2,788f 
o 

2,788f 
N/A 
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Filed Disposed gnd 
pending 

6,890 7,301 8,858 

2,277 1,766 3,299 
1,402 1,402 0 
3,679 3,168 3,299 
1,715 N/A N/A 

23,140 23,637 12,534. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

13,031f 
15,819f 28,534 26,805i 15,83319 

Estate: 
Probate/wil1s/i ntestate: " 

Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship ............................................. .. 
Other estate: 

Miscellaneous probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Alcoholic and mental ....................................... .. 

Tota 1 ci vi 1 

Grand total 

14,79Sf 

N/A 

N/A 
14,796fi 

~ 

39,884fi 

39,884fi 

4,084 3,645i 15,235 

1,948 NfA N/A 

1,336 N/A. N/A 
7,368 3,6451 15,235i 9 

1,086 ~ ~ 

43,878 37,751i 39,926i 

43,878 37,751i 39,926i 

Age of pending case10ad 

Less than Over 

Civil: 
Equity ....................... . 
Support/cust~: 

Reciprocals IN •••••••••••••• 
Reciprocals OUT ••••••••••••• 

Total ....................... . 
Other domestic relations •••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••• 

1 l:ear 

3,844 

1,377 
o 

1,377 
7,929 

13,150 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information 
Three circuit judges serve as chancellors, also. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 

end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChan~e in pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

1 to 2 l:ears 2 l:ears 

2,807 2,207 

844 1,078 
0 0 

844 1,078 
2,848 1,757 
6,499 5,042 

iData are not complete: 
Domestic relations pending and disposed totals do not 

include adoptions. 
Estate pending and disposed totals do not 

include guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship 
and other estate cases. 

Total civil and grand total pending and disposed do not 
include adoptions, guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship, 
other estate, and mental health cases. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report and the clerk's corrections except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 

ARKANSAS COURT OF COMHONPLEAS 
Court of lf~ited jurisdiction 

12 courts. county judges serve 
January 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31. 1979 

BeginnIng 
pending 

Total civil .................................. ~ •••••••• fl; •••••••••• N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••.•• "............. N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSiM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Disposed End 
pending Flled 

508 N/A N/A 

508 N/A N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Fifteenth Annu~l Report, 1979 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals ~en computed where necessary. 

.~ 
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ARKANSAS COUNTY COURT 

Court of li.ited. jurisdiction 
75 courts; 75 judges. 55 juvenile referees 

January 1. 1979 to DeceRber 31. 1979 

Beg1nn1 ng 
pending 

Child: 
Do.estic relations: 

Bastardy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total civil N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the dat~ are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

1,886 

1,886 

11,786 

13,672 

End Disposed pending 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 Judicial Statistics (little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ARKANSAS "UNICIPAl COURTi 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

118 courts. 98 judges 
Janua~ I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Total civil 

Cri.inald: 
"fsde!ll!anor: 

Beglnmng 
pending 

NfA 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffi c ............................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total traffic 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unaval'lable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

24,998i 

113,701 i 

113,7D1i 

1~.,6~::;t> 

240,176i 
125,034i 
365,210i 

384,875i 

528,043i 

i 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indlctme'nts, or complaints. 

Data are not complete: . 

Di sposed. End 
pending 

N/A N/A 

~ -1Y.A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A NfA 
~ -1Y.A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

There were no reports filed for the towns of Arkadelphia, Booneville, Dermott, DeValls Bluff, England, Eudora, Fordyce, Harrisburg, lake 
Village, lewisville, Melbourne, Rogers, Salem, Stuttgart, and Warren. Only 6-month reports are available for McGehee, Marshall, . 
Marianna, Mammoth Spring. Hope, Clarksville, Ash Flat. and Batesville. Data reported for Batesville and Berryville were not divided Into 
the subcategories. A total of 4,469 cases were filed in these two courts; this figure is included in the grand total figure, but not In 
the other breakdowns. 

Source: Executive Secretary. Judicial Department, Fifteenth Annual Re ort, 1979 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are" 
from the annual report except that totals ave been compute were necessary. 
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ARKANSAS CITY COURT, POLICE COURT. AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

84 city courts. 76 judges; 3 police courts. 3 judges; 3 justice of the peace courts. 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Chi ld: 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Cri_inald: 
"isdemeanor: 

Criminal ........................... '" ..................... .. 

Total criminal .......................... , ...................... . 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving traffir. .............................................. . 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Filed 

137i 

3,519i 

3,519i 

195 

3 justices of the peace 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A rI/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A 

Other traffic ........................... ••••• .. •••• .. •••••••• 
Total ............................. •• .. •••••••• .. •• .. •••• .. • .. • 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

l,520 i 

11,166! 
4.4921 

15,658i 
NtA 
~ ~ 

Total traffic •• Ii ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• .. •••••••••••• 

Grand total .................................................... .. N/A 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type Is handled b,Y the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

17 ,178i 

20,8341 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a pet.ition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

IData are not complete: 
There were no reports for the cities of Alma, Arkansas City, Ashdown, Austin, Bearden, Calico Rock, Cotton Plant, Decatur, Delight, Diaz, 

Farmington, Friendship, Gravette, Greenbriar, Grubbs, Higginson, Holly Grove, Jacksonport, Magazine, Manila, Marked Tree, McCrory, 
Mitchellville, Mountainburg, Newark, Norristown, Russell, Swifton, Thornton, Tuckerman and Whitehall. Only 6 month reports are available 
from: Altheimer, Bald Knob, Cammack Village, Carthage, Dumas, Gillett, Glenwood, Gould, Grady, Green Forest, Horseshoe Bend, Hoxie, 
Humphrey, lowell, Madison, Marshall, Palestine. Pangburn, Parkdale, Patterson, Rosebud, Strong, Sulphur Springs, Summitt, Sunset, 
Traskwood, Tryronza, and Wilson. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department. Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arl(ansas). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
_ 7 justices P'"'------.. ~ Jurisdiction: 

Judgment of 
death. 

- Direct appeals of judgment of death. 
- All other appeals are discretionary. 

COURTS OF APPEAL (5) 
56 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from Superior Court except 

in judgment of death. 

SUPERIOR COURT (58) 
561 judges and 98 'full-time commissioners 
and referees 
Unlimited original jurisdiction: 
- Primarily handles civil actions over 

$15,000, equity, domestic r~lations. 
Exclusive jurisdiction over probate. 

- Primarily handles felonies. 
~------....j -Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (89) 
465 Judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $15,000, small 

claims under $750. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

Appeals de novo of small claims cases in 
municipal courts and civil cases in 
justice courts. 

Appeals on record of other municipal 
court cases and criminal cases from 
justice courts. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (102) 
102 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law under $15,000, small claims 

under $750. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

] 

] 

Courtof 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
Appellate 

Court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts 
of 

limited 
jurisdiction 

I 

f 

r 
L 

CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last nesort 

7 justices 
July I, 1978 to Jun~ 30, 1979 

Begl n01ng End 
pending Fi led DIsposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal: 

Di rect appeal sj ........................... , ............... .. 
other criminal ............................................ . 

Total criminal ............................................ .. 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

other cases! 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil ................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................ . 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary .atters! 

Attorney disciplinary proceedingsj •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

Executive clemency applications •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........... ~ ......................................... .. 

Requests to appealJ: 
Civil : 

Civil appeals .......................................... .. 
Civil original proceedings .............................. . 

Total ............ ,· ...................................... .. 
Crillinal: 

Crillinal appeals ........................................ . 
Criminal original proceedings (habeas corpus) ........... . 

Total ................................................... .. 
Total ...................................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases ................................................... .. 

other proceedings: 
Rehearin9 requests ........................................... .. 
other matters: 

Transfer and retransfer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Orders/writs to show cause ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions decided ...................................... " .... .. 
Miscellaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota I other proceedi ngs ........................................ . 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals Original other 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

tf{A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
ri/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1!!A 
N/A 

proceedings proceedings Total 
64 O----mr 

Ci vi 1 Crilli nal 
Written opinion .......... -rs- 48 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

o ( 92)e 

15 
0 ( 66)e 

15 h~~l: 15 

213 ( 21)e 
378 ( 14)e 
591 ( 35)e 

90 

118 
799 ( 35)e 

994 
474 

1,468 

1,109 
393 

1,502 
2,970 
3,769 ( 35)e 

3,784 (193)e 

N/A 

N/A 
1f/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

75 

X 
X 

49 
124 

x 
X 

589 

61 

118 
768 

902 ( 92)e 
453 ( 21)e 

1,355 (1l3)e 

3,669 (193)e 

82 

185 
59 

148 
2,109 
2,501 

2,583 

Disposition of appeals ~~iminal). 

Affi rmed .......................... 11 
Affi rmed with modifications ....... 5 
Reversed, no retrial .............. 2 
Reversed for expected retri al ..... 24 
Dismissed......................... 1 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A' 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

rrrr;: 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

eCases not included in the total tD avoid double counting: 
Petitions for hearings granted are not counted as a disposed petition until the resulting appeal or original proceeding is disposed; a 

filing is not counted for the appeal or original proceeding. These granted petitfons are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Direct c~iminal appeals are capital (death penalty) cases only. 
When an attorney files a petition for a writ of review in the Supreme Court, the disciplinary Matter is docketed as a civil original 

proceeding, and the case is reflected both in the filings and, when decided, in the dispositions. Petitions for a writ of review were 
filed in 2 of the 90 disciplinary matters and petitions to set aside or stay suspension were filed in 11 of the cases. 

1 
Requ~sts to appeal are petitions for hearing cases previously decided by the Courts of Appeal. 

Special source or revision in the data; 

197 

Figures for civil and criminal original jurisdiction cases disposed and the number of executive clemency applications filed were supplied by 
the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mlnformatlon on disposition type or trial data: 
.. Disposition of appeals data include only criminal appeals terminated by written opinion. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1980 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA COURTS OF APPEAl. 

Intermediate appellate court 
5 districts, 56c judges 

July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proce~ings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ............................................ .. 

Total ................................................. . 
Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ......................................... . 
Other matters: 

Motions to dismiss on clerk's certificate ••••••••••••••••• 
Motions .................................................. . 
Orders (miscellaneous) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

Beg1nm ng 
pending 

2,895 
2,628 

""T,"SU 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-wA 

5.523i 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--.JY.A 
N/A 

filed 

3.662 
4.279 

'"'"T,94f 

3,831 
1,081 
4,912 

"""T,9T2 

12,853 

N/A 

425 
N/A 
MIA. 
4251 

425i 

Disposed 

x 
X 

""""8,m" 

X 
X 

4.772 
4;7'12 

13,439 

1.449 

N/A 
1,262 
9,415 

10,677 

12,126i 

Disposition of appeals (criminal)m 

End 
pending 

3,250 
3,069 

T,mg 

N/A 
N/A 
MIA 

--ri7A 

6,319i 

f'/A 

N/A 
MIA 
N/A 

--.JY.A 
N/A 

~peals 
ClvlT- Cr1mlnal 

Original 
proceE~in9S Total 

Affi rmed ..... , .............. , •••• 2,330 
Affirmed with modifications •••••• 368 
Rev2rsed, no retrial............. 18 

~ritten opinion •••••••••• 2,673 3,077 414 6,164 Reversed for expected retri a1 .... 308 
Dismissed ........................ 4 

Status of pending case10ad (6/30/79) 

Civil 
Appeals not ready for calendar ••••••••••••••••••••• T:J67h 
Appeals argued, calendared, or ready for calendar •• 1,483 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = TIlis case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Criminal 
l,90S" 
1,161 

X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
There were 58.1 full-time judge equivalents in the Courts of Appeal dur1ng fiscal year 1978-1979. 

gChange in pending does not equal th~ difference between filings and dispositions: 

h 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Figure was computed: 

Total 
T,075h 
2,644 

The number of pending appeals not ready for calendar was computed by subtracting the number argued, calendared, or ready for calendar from 
the total number pending. 

iOata are not complete: 
Total cases pending do not include original proceedings. 
Total other mltters and other proceedings ff1ed include only motions to dismiss on clerk's certificate. Filings are not reported for 

other categories. 
Total other matters and other proceedings disposed do not include disposition of motions to dismiss on clerk's certification. 

mInformation on dispOSition type or trial data: 
Oisposition of appeals data include only cri.inal appeals terminated by written opinion. 
There were 4,901 authored majority opinions and 1,130 "by the court" majority opinions that disposed of 6,031 cases. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1980 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
19BO). Stati sti cs are from the annual report except that tota 1 s have been.. cOhtputed where necessary. 

f,J 

U 

, 58 courts, 

. CAl.IFORNIA SUPERIOR COURri 
Court of general jurisdiction 

561 jUdges, and 98 full-time comissioners and 
July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

~ Civil d: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury, death and property da.age--motor vehicles 

Other tort ......................................... ; ........ . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Real property rights: 
Eminent domain (parcels) ......................... " ........ .. 

Do.estic relations: 
Marriage dis~olution: 

Family 1awJ ............................................... . 
Estate: 

Other estate: 
Probate and 9uardi ansh'l p ................................ .. 

Mental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appeals from lower courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 
Habeas corpus ............................................... . 

Other ci v"il : 
Other complaints ............................................ . 
Other petitions ............................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 ci vil ........................................................ i 
i 
1 
I Crilllinal d: 

-, FelonY/lllisdemeanor: 
Criminal ................... •••·•• .... ••••••••• .. • .. •••••• .. •• 

Appeal ......................... • .. ••••• .. •••••••••• .. •• .. ••• .. . 

Total criminal ................... · .. • .. •••••••• .. • .. •••••••••• .. 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Del i nquency ................................................ . 
Non-offense: 

Oependency ................................................. . 

Tota 1 juvenil e ................................................ . 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1 nm n9 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

M/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

MIA 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

63,105~ 
29,8431 

92,948i 

2,074i 

175,746i 

62,826j 
3,5581 

12,064i 

12,990i 

99,270~ 
118,278~ 
217,5481 

579,754i 

53,931! 
2,3491 

56,280i 

86,222i 

18,286i 

104,508i 

740,542i 

199 

referees 

Disposed 
£nd 

pending 

41,781j MIA 
21,508~ MIA 
63,2891 N/A 

l,301i tllA 

149,312i N/A 

60,883j N/A 
3,5101 N/A 

11, 622i N/A 

l1,764i N/A 

52,OOO! N/A 
86,205~ N/A 

138,2051 ~ 

439, 886i NjA 

49,217! MIA 
2,1701 ~ 

51,387i tllA 

79,905i N/A 

16,583i ~ 

96,488i N/A 

587,761i N/A 

Trialdi Criminal di spositions im 

I C1villll: 
Auto tort .................. 

~ Other tort ................. 
Real property ri ghts ....... 

It Domestic relations ......... 
I Estate ..................... 
j Mental health .............. 

Appeal m " .... " ............ ~ 
) Extraordinary writ ••••••••• 

,1 Other civil ..... e.·· .. ····· 
1 Total ....................... 
! ~rll11inal : 

Felony/misdemeanor . ........ 
!1 Appeal m .................... 

II 
Total ....................... 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense ....... 

'I Non-offense ................. 

0 Total ••• 10 •••••••• •••••••••••• 

Grand total ................... 
:\ 

! 

Jury Non-jurl 

190 1.810 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

2,831 264,254 

4,472, 2,267 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

7,303 354,404 

~ 

2,000~ 
I, 933~ 

2921 

142,497i 
56, 911 ~ 
3, 284~ 
11,124~ 
5, 557~ 

43,4871 

267,0851 

6,739j 
I, 593~ 
8,3321 

72,023i 
14,267~ 
8G,290~ 

361,7071 

Felonl 
Jury tri al: 

Acquitted or dismissed.................. X 
Convicted .............................. 3,483 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Convicted ............................. . 

Guilty plea ............................. . 
Dismissed or transferred ••••••••••••••••• 

X 
1,529 

33,988 
X 

Mi sdetneanor Total 

X 793 
196 3,679 

X 538 
200 1,729 

2,577 36,565 
X 5,913 

(continued on next page) 



CONNECTICUT PROBATE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

129 courts, 129 judges 
July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Civil O: 
Oomestic relations: 

Adoption: 
Approval of adoption agreement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other domestic relations: 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Combinatio~ termination of parental rights and adoption •••• 
Marriages (permission and waiver) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other applications or petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Oecedent 's estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardians ................................................ .. 
Conservators ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trustees ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Mental health: 
Appl ication for committment-adult .......................... .. 

Other ci vil : 
Change of name ............................................ , .. 

Total civil 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1nning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Fileo 

841 

654 
280 
910 
60 

1.904 
2.745 

31,467 

1,753 
3.898 
5,319 

10,970 
42,437 

1,520 

363 

47.065 

47,065 

dCase definition or unit of count: kAdditional informatIon: 

End 
pending Disposed 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

tljA N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. In addition the court handled 8,851 passport applications. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, RjPort of the Judicial De artment, State 1980 
(Ha rt ford, Connect i cut: Janua ry, 1981). Sta tis t cs''-ai';r;;-;e;-:.-;:ro;;;m;';--it~h~e..:..,b~lr;e:;;n:;:;n;:;ua~:.;r::;e:;p~o:irtP-::e::;x::-ce~p:it~~~:-s7r:-=1~~~~~~~~~~.L..;~~ 
necessary. 

CJudge information: 
There were 58.1 full-time judge equivalents in the Courts of Appeal dur1ng fiscal year 1978-1979. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

hrigure was computed: 
The number of pendi ng appeals not ready for calendar was computed by subtracti ng the number argued, calendared, or ready for calendar from 

the total number pending. 
iData are not complete: 

Total cases pending do not include original proceedings. 
Total other mltters and other proceedings filed include only motions to dismiss on clerk's certificate. Filings are not reported Tor 

other categories. 
Total other matters and other proceedings disposed do not include disposition of motions to dismiss on clerk's certification. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Disposition of appeals data include only cri.inal appeals terminated by written opinion. 
There were 4,901 authored majority opinions and 1,130 "by the court" majority opinions thdt disposed of 6,031 cases. 

Source: Judicial Council of California. 1980 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been. computed where necessary. 

~ 
\1 
if 
tt 
i! 
i! 
'1 
't 

~ J 

I 
~ 

i 
U 

I t 

5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. No limit 

in amount of counterclaim. 
- Misdemeanors (except drugs) outside 

\'\'ihnington. 

No jury trials in New Castle. 
Jury trials in Kent and Sussex 
(criminal cases only). 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (16) 
45 justices of the peace 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil aclions under $1,500. 
- Minor misdcmeJnors. Committing 

magistrate In all crimes. No criminal 
jurisdiction in Wilmington. 

- Motl)r vehicle cases (except felonies). 

jury trials in landlordltenant cases 
only. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

....... ' ...... b .... 

Jurisdiction: 
- Support, divorce, an!!ulment, separate 

m,1intenance, property settlement, 
I custody. 
: - Child corruption, intrafamily crimes 

(excluding felonies). 
- Dependency and neglect, delinquency. 

juvenile traffic violations. I No jury trials. 

~--------",.-

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
WILMINGTON 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 

violations, preliminary hearings for 
relonies and drug-related 
misdeme,1l\ors. 

- Traffic Violations Division processes 
,)11 moving ,lOd parking violations. 

No jury trials. 

ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
13 aldermen, 1 deputy, 3 assistants, 
1 alternate, and 1 mayor 
jurisdiction: 
- Minor civil actions in some courts. 
• Minor misdemeanors. MuniCipal 

ordina nee violations. Committing 
magistrate in some courts. 

- Traffic offenses, parking violations. 

No jury trials. 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Trialdi 

Non-jury 

Criminal dispositions im 

Civilm: 
Auto tort •••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••••• 
Domestic relations ••••••••• 
Estate .................... . 
Mental health ............ .. 
Appeal m .................. .. 
Extraordinary writ ••••••••• 
Other c1 vil .............. .. 

Total .................. ••••• 
Crilli nal : 
, Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••• 

Appeal m ................... . 
Total ................... •• .. 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense ••••••• 
Non-offense ............... .. 

Total ................. ••••••• 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••• • 

1,810 
X 
)( 

)( 

)( 

)( 
)( 

)( 

)( 

2.831 

4, 47i' 
)( 

)( 

X 
X 

7,303 

190 
X 
X 
)( 

)( 
)( 
)( 

X 
X 

264,254 

2,267 
)( 

X 

)( 

X 
X 

354,404 

Total 

2,OOO~ 
I, 933~ 

2921 

142,497i 
56,91l~ 
3,2841 
ll,124~ 
5,5571 

43,4871 
267,0851 

6, 739~ 
I, 593~ 
8,3321 

72,023i 
14,2671 
86,2901 

361,707i 

Jury tri al: 
Acquitted or dismissed •••••••••••••••••• 
Convicted .. , .......................... . 

Non-jury tri al: 
Acquitted or dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Convicted ............................. . 

Guilty plea ............................ .. 
Dismissed or transferred ••••••••••••••••• 

Felony Misdetneanor Total 

X 
3,483 

X 
1,529 

33,988 
X 

X 
196 

X 
200 

2,577 
X 

793 
3.679 

538 
1,729 

36,565 
5,913 

(continued on next page) 



200 C1lifornia Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classi~ications used by the CSIM proj~ct. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data fGr this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definitio~, or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filinu of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or' the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iOata are not complete: 
One court reported data for only the first six months of the reporting period. 

jExp1anation of data included 1n the category: . 
Family law includes annUlment, divorce, and separate n~lntenance cases. 
~ormation on disposition type or trial data: 

ivil trials include mental hryalth hearings; they do not include habeas corpus hearings. . 
-e were 3,745 juries sworn for the 2,831 civil cases disposed by jury trial, and 4,751 Juries sworn for the 4,472 criMinal defendants 

10sed by jury trial. f hit' cluded ,ppeals and cri.inal appeals trial data are for appeals disposed ay trial de novo; appeals disposed a ter ear.ng are no In • 

:ial Council of California, 1980 Annual Report of the Administt'ative Office Gf the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
. St'cl.tistics are from the annual report except that totals have b2en computed where necessary. 

I 

\ 

I 

u 

I 
11 
~ 
,i 
1 

! 
'1 
.; 

I 
\ 

" 
i 
i 
I 

,1 
~ I; 

,1 
t 1 

/1 i 
I 
! 
! 

\ 
1 
i 

tl r ., 

j 
1 

fl \] n 
·1 
I 
j 
i . ' J 

CALIFORNIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of liMited jurisdiction 

102 courts, 102 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

Child: 
S.all claims .................................................. . 
Other civil ......................... ; ......................... . 

Total ci vi 1 

Crilli na 1 d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Group A misdemeanor •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.Group B mi sdemeanor ......................................... . 

Total ............................................. ,. ......... .. 
Ordinance violations: 

Non-traffic infractions .................................... '" 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felonies .................................................... . 

Total criminal 

(raffic: 
Parking: 

Illegal parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.Other traffic violations: 

Group C misdemeanorj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Group 0 mi sdemeanor ........................................ .. 
Traffic infractions ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic 

Grand tQ.tll 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--.lY.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Fi1ed Disposed 

34,072 25,643 
14,704 10,117 

48,776 35,760 

25,608 22,772 
25,369 23,300 
50,977 46,()72 

4,823 3,903 

8,188 ~ 

63,988 56,932 

145,584 106,760 

21,307 18,669 
36,208 32,833 

372,325 335,583 
429,840 387,085 

575,424 493,845 

688,188 586,537 

Tria1 d Civil dispositions 

Jury Non-jury Total Small 
Civil : clailllS 

Small claims ............ "., ..... 0 18,246 18,246 
Other civil ................... 20 1,987 2,007 Dismissed for lack of prosecution ••• ~, 719 

Total .......................... 20 20,233 20,253 Other dismissals or transfers •••••• 4,531 
Criminal: Summary judgments •••••••••••••••••• 85 

Misdemeanor ................... 447 3,114 3,561 All other jud~ments •••••••••••••••• 62 
Ordinance violations .......... 1 122 123 
P~eliminary hearing (felonies) • 23 3,479 3,502 

Total .......................... 471 6,715 7,186 
Traffic: 

Park1ng ....................... 0 702 702 
Other traffic violations ...... 418 10,485 10,903 

Total .......................... 418 11,187 11,605 
Grand total ..................... 909 38,135 39,044 

Criminal dispositions 
Traffic dispositions 

Other traffi c 
violation 

Misdetlleanor 

Jury trial: 
Convicted ................... . 
Acquitted or dismissed ••••••• 

Non-jury tri a I: 
Convicted ................... . 
Acquitted or dismissed ...... . 
Juvenile order ••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea .................. .. 
Transferred ••••••••••••• , •••••• 
Bail forfeiture .............. .. 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••••••••• 

o 
o 

480 
222 

21 
2,399 

49 
95,116 
8,473 

306 
112 

7,744 
2,741 
7,370 

63,335 
2,971 

245,610 
56,896 

306 
112 

8,224 
2,963 
1,391 

65,734 
3,020 

340,726 
65,369 

Jury tri al: 
Convicted .............. 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted or bound over. 
Acquitted or dlsmi ssed' •• 
Juvenile order ••••••••• 

Guilty plea ............... 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 
Bail forfel ture ....... ". 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- D Not applicable. . 

276 
171 

1,962 
1,031 

121 
22,249 

321 
13,526 
6,415 

Ordinance 
violation 

0 
1 

85 
36 
1 

967 
9 

2,131 
673 

dCase definition or unit of count: jExplanation of data included in the category: 

201 

End 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Other 
civil Total 

685 3,404 
1,586 6,117 

704 789 
5,135 5.197 

Preliminary 
hearing Total 

17 293 
6 178 

2,912 4,959 
567 1,634 

0 122 
1!,254 25,470 

123 453 
1 15,658 

1,077 B,165 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 
complaint. 

Thp. criminal case unit of count is the number of defendant~ on the 
information, indictment, or complaint. 

Group C misdemeanors includ~ hit and run, drunk driving, reckless 
driving--injury, and driving under the influence of drugs cases. 

kAdditional information: 

A jury trial is counted when jury selection b2gins. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement 

or the introduction of any eVidence occurs. 

Of the 6,957 felony preliminary nearing cases disposed, 1,971 
felony charges were reduced to misdemeanors • 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1980 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1980) and unpublished data provided by the admnistrative office of the court. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished 
data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 



202 
CALIFORNIA ~"ICIPAL COURT 

Court of li.ited jurisdiction 
89 courts, 465 authorized judgships 

July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 
Begl nm ng 
pending Filed Disposed pe~~fn;1 

i Child: 
Swal1 clailE .................................................. . 
O1;her ci vil .................................................. .. 

Tot"1 ci vi 1 

Criminald: 
MisdeEanor: 

Group A mfsdemeallor ........................................ .. 
Group B misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felonies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Illegal parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Group C misdemeanorj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Group 0 misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic infractions ......................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total traffic ........................... ~ ............................. ... 
Grand total 

Civil : 
Sull clalJIIS ................... .. 
Other civil .................... .. 

Total ......................... "' .. 
Cri.inal: 

Misdetlleanor ..................... . 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Felonies ....................... .. 

Total ........................... .. 
Traffic: 

Parking ......................... . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 

Total ............................ . 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

o 
548 
548 

4,467 
11 

119 
4,597 

o 
3,362 
3,362 
8,507 

Non-jurx 

265,690 
76,814 

342,504 

7,484 
86B 

44,416 
51,768 

78,488 
109,239 
187,727 
582,017 

Traffic dispositions 

Other traffic 

Jury trial: 
Parking. vlolat!~ 

Acquitted or dismissed 0 919 
Convicted ................... 0 2,443 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed ...... 5,340 40,393 
Con vi cted ................... 73,148 68,846 
Juvenile order •••••••••••••• 149 40,089 

Guilty plea ................... 97,394 1,004,594 
Bail forfeiture ............... 6,881,828 2,705,361 
Dismissals .................... 817,632 794,287 
Transferred ................... 90 6,415 

Total 

265,690 
77,362 

343,052 

11,951 
879 

44,535 
56,365 

78,488 
112,601 
191,089 
590,506 

Total 

919 
2,443 

45,733 
141,994 
40,238 

1,101,988 
9,593,189 
1,611,919 

6,505 

N/A 462,927 345,692 
~ 397,649 283,346 

N/A 860,576 629,038 

N/A 353,338 327,750 
N/A 179,932 166,739 
N/A 533,270 494,489 

N/A 53,401 41,187 

~ 97,873 84,716 

N/A 684,544 ,620,392 

N/A 10,038,230 7,881,581 

N/A 263,056 217,448 
N/A 244,603 368,192 
N/A 4,659,921 4,077,707 
~ 5,167,580 4,663,347 

N/A 15,205,810 12,544,928 

N/A 16,75U,930 13,794,358 

Civil dispositions 

SEll clalllS 
Dismissed for lack of prosecution... 11,869 
Other dismissals or transfers •••••• 66,132 

Other civil 
7,102 

59,302 
4,442 

135,138 
Surrmary judgments •••••••••••••••••• 0 
All other judgments •••••••••••••••• 1 

Crl.inal d~s~ositions 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Total 
'ilf,971 
127,434 

4,442 
135,139 

Pr'el fmfnary 
Ordinance hearing 

Hlsde.eanor violation felonies Total 
Jury trial: 

Acquitted or dismissed ••• 1,839 1 47 1,887 
Convicted ............... 2,628 10 72 2,710 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed ••• 3,299 266 3,412 6,977 
Convicted or bound over •• 4,111 577 41,002 45,690 
Juvenile order •••••••••• 74 25 2 101 

Pleas of guilty ••••••••••• 323,703 12,261 22,040 358,004 
Bail forfeitures .......... 46,190 15,220 B 61,418 
Dismissals •••••••••••••••• Hl,627 12,805 17,530 141,962 
Transferred . .............. 1,018 22 603 1,643 

BOldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

/' 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. ~ 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the 

information, Indictment, or complaint. 
A trial Is counted when commenced. A jury trial is commenced once 

jury selection begins; a non-jury trial at the point w~en an 
opening statement or the introduction of any eVidence occurs. 

JExplanatiun of data included in the category: 
Group C misdemeanors include hit and run, drunk driving, reckless 

driving--injury, atld driving under thetnfluence of drugs cases. 
kAdditfonal information: 

Of the 84,720 felony prel1.inary hearing dispositions, 15,312 
felony charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 

Source: -:=::':7:~=~,:.::.<;~7.:=m:.±'5'~~~~;.::;i:i::-::-r=~'"=T;:.::,:-:-?~:-::-::~=-==~3 (San Franc1 seo. Ca I Horn fa: 
where necessary. 
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COLORADO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases 

involving constitutionality of statute. 
municipal charter provision. or ordi
nance; actions of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases; and 
Election Code. 

..... ---------------... '~ ...... ------:t:-----r'} 
COURT OF APPEALS 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
99 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

10 judges Constitutionality of 
Jurisdiction: statute. ordinance, or 
- Appeals from lower courts, Industrial 

Commission. and Banking Board. 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 

"r----...... -------, 
DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Domestic relations, civil. probate, 
and menIal health except in 
Denver. 

Jurifidiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 

probate matters and in the ad
judication of the mental health 
hearings. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption, 
parentage, and support. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 
matters . - Criminal. 

- Juvenile except in Denver. 
Appeals on record or de novo. 

Jury trials. 

WA TER COURT (7) 
7 district Judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Determination of water rights. 

uses and administration of water, 
and all other w.lter matters. 

, 

-
COUNTY COURT (63) 
108 judges 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT 
1 judge 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters over $500 and under 

$5.000. small claims. 
Appeals on record from Denver 

County Courts. 

jury trials. 

t 
Denver County and 

Municipal Courts 
only. 

Court of 
record 

jurisdiction: . 
- Civil cases under $500 except titles 

to or boundary of real property. 
_ Misdemeanors. felony preliminaries. 
Appeals de novo. 

jury trials. 

+ Court not 
of ricord 

MUNICIPAL COURT (1~~'?) 
1741udges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Munlcip.ll ordinance violations and 

traffic. 

t Indicates route of appNI. 

-

Certiorari 
appeals from 

;...--- Denver County and 
Municipal Courts 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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204 COLORADO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30, 1979 

~---------------------------~~~--------------------------~--End 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C1v1lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

X 
X 
X 

Cri.inal: 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interlocutories .......................................... .. 

Total ......................... • .. • .. •• .... • ............ • .. .. 

X 
Postconviction l"eIIII!dy: 

Habeas corpus ............................................. . 

X 
X 
X 

Other appeal s: 
Statutory revi ew ........................... ' .............. .. 
Reopened cases ........................................... .. 

--Xl Total ................................. •• ...... •• ...... ••••• .. 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 

X 284 X 
X 0 X 
0 1 X 
X 0 X 
X 285 X 

X 
X 
0 
X 
X 

Original proceedin9s: 
Ori9inal jurisdiction: 

Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interrogatori es ........................................ .. 
Rule 21.1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bail reduction .......................................... . 

Total .................................. • .......... • .. ••• .. 

X 26 X 
X 311 X 

X 
X 

Disciplinary Batters: 
Disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................................... ••••• .. • 
Requests to appeal: 

375 X X Petitions in tertiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
----y 6Il6 --X ---x 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ! • 

Hanner of disposition 

Written opInion ••••.•••••••••••••••• 284 
Without opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 58, 
Transferred to Court of Appea,l s ..... 6 

350f 941k 877 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/79) 

Cases not yet at issue: 
Certiorari granted, awaiting briefs on merits 33 
Appeals pending ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 101 
Appeal on limited remand ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 
Appeal held in abeyance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Cases at issue: 
Cases at issue awaiting oral argument •••••••••••••• 60 
Cases orally argued awaiting opinion ••••••••••••••• 70 
Cases submitted without argument ••••••••••••••••••• 50 
Opinion announced awaiting action on rehearing ••••• 20 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
X " The data for thi s case type are known to be i ncl uded in the total but ",'ere not avai 1 able by category. 

f8eginning pending figure for the 1979 court year d02S not equal the end pending figure fo~ the 1978 court year: 
The beginning pending figure for 1978 was revised and is so noted in the aflli'~lal report. 

jExplanation of data irlcluded in the category: 
Civil appeals includes water cases, P.U.C. decisions, and constitutional questions. 

kAdditional information: 
Total cases filed includes one request for stay pending appeal. 

Source: :~~~~~,.;;.~t~....:;.;~,:;."T-:~;;:::.".:.:~~;;.,.z......:1~9~7:::.8-....:7.::.9 (Denver, Colorado: 1979). 
Statistics are from the annual report except 

414 

\ 
l 

i 

\ 

I 
fl 

I 
II 
f ! 
l'i 

1 
I 
u 
1 
! 

COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS 
IntelW!diate appellate court 

10 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

BegInnIng End 
pending Fil edj Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Clv1lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Criminal .................................................... . X 
Appeal of a~inistratfve agency case: 

Industrial cOl1l11ission .................................... .. X 
Tota I appea 1 s ............................................... .. r,mJ3f 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases l,003f 

797j X 
34~ X 

73 X 
r,m 1,l21i 

1,214 1,120 

Status of pending caseload 6/30/79 

Appeals 

X 
X 

X 
r,TI9T 

1,097 

Hanner of dispositioJl 

PUblished opinionm •••••••••••••••• 
Unpublished opinionm •••••••••••••• 
Without opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 
Traflsferred to Supreme Court ...... 

308 
438 
285 

Civil Criminal Agency Total 
Cases not yet at issue ••••••••••••••• -X- X x-YOZ

89 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

Cases at issue: 
At issue awaiting oral argument •••• 
Orally argued awaiting opinion ••••• 
Submitted without oral argument •••• 

Total at issue •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Blank space" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of d~ta included in the category: 

97 
86 

X 
X 

103 
16 
X 
X 

10 
2 
X 
X 

Civil appealS include appeals from courts, and all administrative boards and agencies within the jurisdictiorl of the Court except the 
Industrial Commission. 

210 
104 

81 
395 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Prior to December 8, 1977, published opinions were referred to as written opinions. From July I, 1976 to December 8, 1977, unpublished 

opinions were referred to as memo opinions. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Recort of the Colorado Judiciary 1978-79 (Denver, Colorado: 1979). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have een computed where necessary. 
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COLORADO DISTRICT COURT, 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT, DENVER JUVENILE COURT, 
AND DENVER pnOBATE COURTj 

Court of general jurisdiction 
22 districts, 104c judges 

July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Money demands ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury--motor vehiclej ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort: 
Personal injury--other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wrongful death ........................................... . 

Total .................................................... .. 
Total ....................................................... . 

Real property rights: 
Real and personal property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Dissolution of marriage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Legal separation ........................................ .. 
Invalidity of marriage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Support/custody: 

Paternity and support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Child custody ........................................... .. 
Reciprocal nonsupport interstate •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support intrastate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... .. 
Adoption ................................................... . 
Other ~stic relations: 

Miscellaneous ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Post judgment actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .. ,. ................................................ .. 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Intestates ............................................... . 
Testates •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 
Sma 11 estates ............................................ . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianships ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conservatorshi ps ........................................ .. 

Total ..................................................... . 
Other estate: 

Miscellaneous ............................................ . 
Postjudgmellt actions .................................... .. 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Mental health: 
Short-term treatment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Developmentally disabled admissions ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for evaluation ...... , .............................. . 
Long-term treatment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alcoholism commitments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Post judgment actions ...................................... .. 
Miscellaneous ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... •• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adainistrative agency case: 
Administrative review and local governments ••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case: 
County court appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... .. 
Extraordinary writs: 

Miscellaneousj ............................................. . 
Other civil: 

Post judgment actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil • """." .... "" ••• ""."" •••• 10 ...... "".,, •• """""". """""""""" 

Crillinald: 
Felony: 

Offenses against the person ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Offenses against property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Offense involving fraud ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Offenses involving governmental operation ••••••••••••••••••• 
Drug and narcotic offenses •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
H1scel1ar.eous offenses •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total """"" e/l""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
County court appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnm ng 
pending 

x 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
)( 

X 

)( 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
)( 

X 
X 

X 
X 
)( 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
)( 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,268 

X 

X 
X 

X 

__ X 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
)( 

X 

Filed 

16,689 

1,516 

1,269 
968 
120 

2,357 
3,873 

5,153 

25,199 
457 
126 

25,782 

3,835 
232 

6,745 
747 

11,559 
2,193 

382 
7,924 
81306 

47,840 

1,435 
3,601 

209 
5,245 

440 
760 

1.200 

518 
638 

1,156 
7,601 

918 
33 

775 
53 

212 
970 

82 
3,043 

531 

117 
648 

4,203 

6,932 

95,982 

1,931 
5,330 

854 
245 
720 

1,542 
10,622 

540 

Disposed 

13,512 

1,290 

958 
819 
113 

1,890 
3,180 

4,263 

21,645 
416 
115 

22,176 

2,530 
122 

5,835 
677 

9,164 
1,962 

158 
10,144 
10,302 
43,6!l4 

1,942 
3,989 

199 
6,130 

1,853 
1,014 
2,867 

542 
793 

1,335 
10,332 

904 
25 

755 
45 

225 
1,038 

39 
3,031 

528 

85 
613 

3,503 

7.884 

89,922 

l,607 
4,533 

681 
213 
661 

1,276 
8,971 

354 

End 
pending 

x 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

)( 

X 
)( 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
)( 
)( 

X 

X 
X 
X 
)( 

X 
X 
X 

1,280 

X 

)( 

X 

X 

__ X 

X 
X 
)( 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 

Ii .1 
1 
1 

I 
Other crillfnal: 

Non-offensej .............................................. .. 
Post judgment actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total criminal k 

Juvenile: 
Cri~inal-type offense: 

Delinquency ............................................... .. 
Status offense: 

Child in need of support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hon-offense: 

Dependency and ne91ect petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Relinquishments .............. ' .............................. . 
Miscellaneous .............................................. . 
Post judgment actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................ " ........................ .. 

Total juvenil ek 

Grand total k ................................................... . 

X 
X 
X 

11.603 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

97,971 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

452 
3,673 
4.125 

15,287 

6,304 

764 

2,181 

506 
714 

7,162 
8,382 

17,631 

128,900 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 

d 
Five of these 104 judges serve in the Denver Superior, Juvenile, and Probate Courts. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

j 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

Explanation of data included in the category: 
Personal injury--motor vehicle includes related property damage. 
Miscellaneous under extraordi~ary writs includes habeas corpus and other remedial writs, injunctions, etc. 
Crf.inal non-offense cases include extraditions, revocations, parole. and release from'commitment hearings. 

336 
4.667 
5,003 

14,328 

5,378 

725 

1,723 

481 
562 

7,603 
8,646 

16,472 

120,722 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Rebort of the Colorado Judiciary 1978-79 (Denver, Colorado: 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have een computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Real property rightsj 

Total civil 

COLORADO WATER COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 7 district judges serve 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Eeglnnlng 
pending 

3,995 

3,995 

Grand tota I .................................................... . 3,995 

2.134 

2,134 

2,134 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X m The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by cate90ry. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

d 
Data for this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts since District Court judges· serve. 

Case definition or unit of count: 

j 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Explanation of data includ~d in the category: 

Disposed 

2,112 

2,112 

2,112 

Filed includes original actions filed and post judgment actions filed. 
Cases filed include water adjudications, diligence findinas, review petitions, and cases involving springs, waste waters, etc. 

Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Rebort of the Colorado Judiciary 1978-79 (Denver, Colorado: 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have een computed where necessary • 

SOllrce: 

-~-~-.----

x 
X 
X 

12,562 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

106,149 

1979). 

End 
pending 

4.017 

4,017 

4,017 

1979). 
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Civil d: 

COLORADO COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdict'lon 

63 counties, 108 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

5mall claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l,980f 
other ci vil : 

Civil •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil 

Criminal d: 
Mlsdemeanorj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prel illinary hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

1l,199f 

13,179f 

ll,449f 
0 

ll,449f 

46,491f 

7l,1l9f 

Filed Disposed 

12,242 11,231 

57,276 54,977 

69,518 66,208 

30,486 28,793 
2,439 2.439 

32,925 31,232 

164,443 159,205 

266,886 256,645 

n'i a 1 d Traffic dispositions 
Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil: 
Small claims .............. 3,885 3,885 
Other civil .............. 54 3,410 3,464 

Total ..................... 54 7,295 7,349 
Criminal: 

Misdemeanor .............. 251 1,526 1,777 
Traffic .................... 834 7,253 8,087 

Total ....................... 1,139 16,074 17,213 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition 01' complaint. 

Traffic violations bureau •••••••• 3,168 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figures for the 197~ court year do not equal end pending figures for the 1978 court year: 
. Pending data were revised by the administrative office of the court. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Misdemeanor data include only those cases filed as misdemeanors, and not those filed as felonies but reduced to misdemeanors. 

EIld 
pending 

2,991 

13,49B 

16,489 

13,142 
___ 0 

13,142 

51,729 

81,360 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1978-79 (Denver, Colorado: 1979). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

197 courts, 174 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

There Were no data available for cases filed in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 197B-79. 

t 

\ 

I 
I 
I '4 1:' 

I 
! 

t Indicates route of appe,11. 

CONNECTICUT COURT SYSTEM,1979 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from appellate session of 

Superior Court upon certification. 
- Appeals as a matter of right from 

decisions of Superior and Common 
Pleas Courts (except zoning which 
must be certified by two justices), 

t 
APPELLATE SESSION 
OF SUPERIOR COURT 
3 Sllperior Court judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appeals under $7,000, paternity, 

support, URESA. 
- Criminal ordinance violations, appeals, 

fine under $1,000, prison less than 1 
year. 

- Motor vehicle appeals. 

t 
SUPERIOR COURT (48)* 
113 judges 
Jllrisdiction: 
- Civillal\' and equity, divorce. 
- Criminal. 
- Juvenile delinqllency, dependency, 

and neglect. 
- Trame. 
Appeals de novo from Probate Court. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (129) 
129 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Original civil jurisdiction in probate 

matters. ] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
limited 

Jurisdiction 

'On July I, 1978, the Court of Common Pleas and the Juvcnile CourllVere abolished. Their jurisdiction waS tml1sfcrred to the Supt'riof Court. 
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CONNECTICUT SUPREME COURT 

Court of last resort 
6 justices 

July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

gegl nm ng 
pending Filed Disposed End 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for certification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Moti ons ••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reservati ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

487 
121 

IlO8 

111 
--rr 

619f 

N/A 
N/A 

-.JitA 
N/A 

425 390 522 
90 57 154 

-sIS -W -m 

991 95 151 
--gg -gs ---""IT 

614 542 691 

N/A 232k N/A 
N/A 5 N/A 

-.JitA 237 -.JitA 
N/A 237 NIA 

Disposition of appeals1 

Civil 
By opinion ••••••••••••••• ~ 

Appeal s 
Crimlna1 

43 
Total 
238 

Affirmed (no error) •••••••••••••••• '" •••••••••••••••• 145 
Reversed (error, no further proceedings) ••••••••••••••• 41 
Reversed and remanded (error, further proceedings) ••••• 39 
Reservations ............................... ••••••••••• 5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

kAdditional information: fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

For 1979, the number of petitions for certification pending at the 
beginning of the year was available. This figure was not 
available for the end of 1978, and thUS, the two reported 
numbers are different. 

All two hundred thirty two of the motions acted on were argued. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

The number of petitions for certification pending and filed and 
the dispOSition of appeals data were provided by the office of 
the Chief Court Administrator during data verification. 

Source: Chief Justice and Chief Court Administrator, JUdicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department, State of Connecticut, JU1~ I, 1978 
to June 30, 19BO (Hartford, Connecticut: January, 1981). Statistics are from the report except that totals have been compute where 
necessary, and addftional information was supplied by the Office of the Chief Court Administrator dUring data verification. 

APPELLATE SESSION OF SUPERIOR COURT. CONNECTICUTa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 Superior Court judges serve 
July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

Beginning Filed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil ....................................................... . 152 82 
Cri.inal .............. , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal s ................................................ . 
63 53 

-m -m 

Total cases 215 135 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Crillinal Total 
By opinion............... ---w- 28 -as 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Disposed End 
pending 

120 114 
45 71 

lO'5" -ui5 

165 IB5 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Appellate Session of Superior Court was established by statute 

in 1974. In previous editions of this State Court Caseload 
Statistics: Annual Report series it was classified as part of 
the general juriSdiction trial court and its caseload data were 

given on that court's statistical profile. Starting in 1979, it has 
been reclassified as an i~termediate appellate court and its caseload 
data presented on a separate court profile. 

Source: Chief Justice and Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Depart,llent, Report of the Judicial Department July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1980 
(Hartford, Connecticut: January, 1981). Statistics are from the biennial report except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

fl 
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CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COURrb 
Court of general jUrisdiction 

48 courts, 113 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

Ii Ci~!!~: eivi lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
! Civil--Housing Sessionsk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
I Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, Real property rights: I Summary process--Housing Sessionsk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I SOIall claims: 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

, Small claims--Housin3 Sessionsk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" •••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Revocation of commitment •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................................ .., ................... . 

Crimina1 d: 
Felony: 

Part A criminal ............................................ . 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Part B criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Other cri.inal: 

Crimina1--Housing Sessions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................ . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Motor vehi c1 e ••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Infractions uwaiting payment ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Tota 1 traffi c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Delinquency referral s ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Negl ect ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ................................................. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Trial di 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

57,446 
o 

57,446 

o 
N/A 

o 
N/A 

13,979f 

53 
14,032 

__ 6_9 

71,547fi 

3,042fk 

8,729fk 

o 
11,771f 

11,075 
13,209 
24.284 

24,284 

4,390 f 

~f 

4,672f 

112,274fi 

Filed Disposed 

41,544 40,518 
93 21 

41,637 40,539 

2;434 1,685 

85,615 N/A 
741 410 

86,356 410i 

17 ,068 18,772 

207 176 
17,275 18,948 

~ ~ 

147,904 61,779i 

5,043 5,084 

96,231 89,589k 

__ 8_0 _-.li 
101,354 94,687 

X X 
X X 

322.705 328.459 

322,705 328,459 

15,993 16,505 

--.ill --ill 
16,741 17,168 

588,704 502,093i 

--Ju!1. Non-juror Total Status of pending caseload (6/30/79) 

Civil: 
Law'll ................ 438 
DOllestic relationsm • 

Total ................ 438 
Criminal: 

Felony Part A ••••••• 207 
Felony/.isde..eanor •• 311 

Total ................ 518 
Grand total ............ 956i 

2,062 
1,078 
3,140 

0 
957 
957 

4,0971 

2,500 
1,078 
3,578 

207 
1,268 
1,475 
5,053i 

Waiting plea •••••••••••••••• 
Waiting trial .............. . 
Waiting sentence •••••••••••• 

Felony (Part A) 
274 

2,366 
252 

Age of pending caseload (months) (6/30/79) 

Cri.inal Part A ••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile delinquency •••••••••••• 

0-3 months 
932 

2,544 

3-6 months 
578 
904 

6-12 months 
686 
430n 

Over 12 months 
696 
(n) 

211 

End = 
pending 

58,4739 
72 

58,5459 

749 

NIA 
331 
331i 

12,275 

84 
12,359 

__ 7_4 

75,0389i 

2,8929k 

7,5859k 

66 

10,5439 

5,483 
13,047 
18.530 

18,530 

3,878 

367 

4,245 

108,356i 

(continued on next page) 



Connecticut Superi or Court (conti nued) i 
~~~~~~---------------------,~, . ..~ '.~ 

Boldface headings indicate the cla~ifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by t~ cQurt but the data are unavailable. ~ 
-- = Not applicable. ~ 
bparticular court or reporting system information: iData are not complete: n 

On July I, 1978, the Court of COll111on Pleas and the Juvenile Court No pending or disposition data were available for small i) 
were unifi ed wi th the Superi or Court. As a result, data claims cases not handled by the Housi ng Sessi ons. These data II 
reported for 1979 for this court are not comparable to those are missing from the total small claims, total civil, and grand {1 
reported from previ ous years. . total pendi ng and di sposi ti on fi gures. )1 

Starting with this profile, data from the Appellate Session of JExplanation of data included in the category; ~ 
Superior Court are given in a separate profile as an Civil law cases include torts, contracts, collection cases, and U 
intermediate appellate court. These data were included in the appeals of wills and estates ;n trust from the Probate COul't. ;! 
Superior Court profile in previous years. kAdditional information: i\ 

dCase definition or unit of count: The Housing Session was initiated in January, 1979. Data for the !. 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or Housing Session are given for the final six months of the year. I 

complaint. Four thousand eight hundred twenty Part B criminal cases were '! 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the transferred to Part A. 

information or indictment. In addition to the data included in the profile, there were B56 L 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. inactive Pa,rt A criminal cases and 10,542 inactive Part B (4,055 1 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. in diversionary stage and 6,487 with rearrest pending) cases i 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the pending at the beginning of the year and 965 Part A and 13,508 11 

end pending fi gure for the 1978 court year: Part B (5,035 in diversionary stage and B,473 with rearrest \ 
Figures reported were affected by the consolidation of the courts pending) cases pending at the end Df the year. ~ 

that occured during 1979. mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: ~ 
Fi9ures are given as in the reports. Data for civil trials are given fOI law cases on the jury, i~ 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and non-jury, or appeal of administrative agency case trial lists i, 
dispositions: ,and domestfc relations marriage dissolution cases. ; 

Pending figures are given for active cases only. There was no Trial data were not available for any cases handled by the Housing H 
information available on the number of iases transferred from Sessions or for civil, small claims, or law cases disposed in it 
active to inactive status or from inactive to active status the geographic area courts, formerly the Courts of Common Pleas. ~ 

212 

during the year, resulting in the imbalance. ~ 

~ Source: Office of Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Court Unification: The First 365 Days (Hartford, Connecticut), and Chief 
Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department, State of Connecticut, July 1, 1978-June 30, 1980 
(Hartford, Connecticut: January, 1981). Statistics are from these two reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. '1 

rONNECTICUT PROBATE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

129 courts, 129 judges 
July 1, 1978 to June 30. 197!1 

11 

\1 

~ ~ 
~( 

==============================~======~==================B~e~g51F-n=nTln~g~====~==========~==============================~En~dr=====L 
Filed Disposed ~l _______________ . ____________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~i~n~g ________________________________________________ ~p~e~n~d~in~g~ __ (' 

Ii Civil": 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption: 
Approval of adoption agreement ••.••••••••••.••.•••••••••••• 

Other domestic relations: 
Termi nati on of parental ri ghts ............................ . 
Combinatio~ termination of parental rights and adoption •••• 
Marriages (permission ~nd waiver) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other applications or petitions •••••••••••••.••.••••••••••. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ••••••••..•.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedent I s estate •.•••••..••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardians ................................................. . 
Conservators .............................................. . 
Trustees •••••..••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••.••••..••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Mental health: 
Application for committment-adult •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 
Change of name •••••••••.•••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••• , •• 

Total civil 

Grand tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

841 

654 
280 
910 
60 

1,904 
2,745 

31,467 

1,753 
3,B98 
5,319 

10,970 
42,437 

1,520 

363 

47,065 

47,065 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

'IVA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N,A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

dCase definition or unit of count: kAdditional informatIon: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. In addition the court handled 8,851 passport applications. 

~ 
~ 

I 
! 

Source: Chi ef Court Admi ni strator, Judi ci a 1 Department, RiPort of the Judi ci a 1 Department, State of Connect i cut, July 1, 1978-June 30, 1980 , 
(Hartford, Connecticut: January, 1981). Statist cs are from the blennua1 report except that totals have been computed where I 
necessary. 

==========~========~==========~z=~~====a======z====~=-~===========================a~2C=====c======~==~======~=== f 
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--------~~------------------~-- .-----------

DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 chancellors 
jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all equity 

cases. Corporate cases, real property 
disputes, commercial matters, 
ciJntractual matters, guardianships, 
trusts, estates. 

No jur}' trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate ju.-isdiction. 
- Censor Committee. 
- Advisory opinions. 

SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original civil (except e-quityl 

jurisdiction. Exclusive juri~diction 
over adoptions, termination of 
parental rights, involuntary 
commitments of mentally ill. 

_ Original criminal jurisdiction. 
Exclusive felony and drug offense 
jurisdiction. 

Appeals on record from Com·t of 
Common Pleas and administrative 
agencies. 

Appeals de novO from Justice of the 
Peace Court and Arbitratin:1 Panels. 

Jury trials. 

Divorce. 
Contractual 

support 
agreements. 

COURT OF COMMON FAMILY COURT (3) 
PLEAS (3) 12 judges 

jurisdiction: 
5 judges _ Support, divorce, an!lulment, separate 
Jurisdiction: m~intenance, property settlement, 
- Civil actions under $5,000. No limit 1-.. "" .... --.. -4 

in amount of counterclaim. custody. 
_ Misdemeanors (except drugs) outside - Child corruption, intrafamily crimes 

(excluding felonies). 
I\'ilmington. _ Dependency and neglect, delinquency. 

No jury trials in New Castle. Juvenile traffic violations. 
Jury trials in Kent and Sussex No jury trials. 
(criminal cases only). 1-_________________ ,._ 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (16} 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
WILMINGTON 
3 judges 
jurisdiction: 

45 justices of the peace 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,500. L--.. ...... 
_ Minor misdcmeJl1ors. Committing r---

- Misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 
violations, preliminary hearings for 
felonies and drug-related 
misdemeanors. 

magistrate III all crimes. No criminal 
jurisdiction in Wilmington. 

- Motor vehicle cases (except felonies). 

Jury trials in landlordlten.lnt cases 
only. 

t Indicates nlute Ilf appeal. 

_ Traffic Violations Division processes 
all moving .lIld parking violations. 

No jury trials, 

ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
13 aldermen, 1 deputy, 3 assistants, 
1 alternate, and 1 mayor 
jurisdiction: 
- Minor civil actions in some courts. 
- Minor misdemeanors. Municipal 

ordinance violations. Committing 
magistrate in some courts. 

- Traffic offenses, parking violations. 

No jury trials. 

l Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cllurts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

213 
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DELAWARE SUPREME COURT 
Court of l~st resort 

5 justices 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
gi~f1j ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T rl111ina1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• or ••••••••• 

ota1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Origin~~ jurisdiction: 
Original applications ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

A!~i:~ry"op" i~i~~~""""""""""""""""""""'" 
•••• ••••••• ' .. 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ..................................................... 

Begl nOlng 
pending 

18af 
133f 

32If 

6 
2 
8 
0 
8 

--8 

329 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

191 
126 

----m-

16 
4 

20 
2 

22 
~ 

339 

fBeg}~ning pending ~igures for the 1979.court year do not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year' 
1 gUrflS were adJusted from those or1 gi na 11y reported in the 1978 Oe1 awar'e Annual Report. . 

Oisposed 

218 
124 

342 

11 
5 

16 
0 

16 
~ 

358 

Source: Oirector, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (W'l . t Delaware: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 1 m1ng on, 

End 
pending 

161 
135 
~ 

11 
1 

12 
2 

14 
---r4 

310 

1979). Statistics 

I 
I 
! 

j 
H I, 

t.l [1 
i 
i , , 
i! 
'j 
I 
~ 

DELAWARE COURT OF CHANCERyk 
Court of general jurisdiction 

3 counties, 3 chancellors 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

End 

215 

Beg1 nOl ng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Child: 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Estates ................................................... . 2,908 

Guar'di anshi p/conservatorshi p/trusteeshi p: 
Guardi ans for mi nors ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,074 
Guardians for infirm ...................................... . 723 
Trusts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,982 
Trustees for mentally ill •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 169 

Tot~l ..................................................... .. 3,948 
Other estate: 

Other matters ............................................. . 307 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,163 

Other ci vl1 : 
Ci vil casesj .................................. : ............. . 661 

Total civil 7,824 

Grand total ..................................................... . 7,824 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the ~SIM project. 

dCase definition or' unit of count: 
. A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
JExp1anation of data included in the category: 

1,766 1,657 

126 151 
122 73 
137 '133 

6 4 
391 361 

83 66 
2,240 2,084 

-.ill. 383 

2,657 2,467 

2,657 2,467 

Civil cases include corporate cases, equity, real property disputes (boundaries and title), commercial matters, contractual matters, 
Delaware's "Sunshine Law," etc. Corporate matters take up most of the time. 

kAdditiona1 Information: 

3,017 

1,049 
772 

1,986 
171 

3,978 

324 
7,319 

695 

8,014 

8,014 

This profile does not include referrals to the Public Guardian. The Public Guardian refers cases to the Court of Chancery if he thinks a 
guardianship may be neces.sary. In the fiscal year 1978-79 there were 79 beginning pending,' 119 filed, 110 disposed, and 88 end pending 
cases for the Public Guardian. The 119 filed cases were 8 guardianships and III investigations. 

Source: Director. Administrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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DELAWARE SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
3 counties, 11 judges 

July I, 1978 to June 30, 1~79 

Civil d : 
Law: 
Re;~m~~~~~y • ~i ~ht~ ; .......................................... . 

Mechanic's liens and morgages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DOMestic relations: 

Other dOMestic relations: 
Termitlations and adoptions Mental health: •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Involuntary commitments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~~:~l ci;ii; ................................................... . 

Miscellaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

Total ci vil 

Criminald: 
FelonY/Misdemeanor: 

Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appelll ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Tria1 d 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

2,479 

385 

185 

104 
394 

160 

3,707 

1,417 
--.Ul 
1,417 

5.124 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

1,875 1,665 2,689 

658 579 464 

304 308 181 

674 650 128 
216 225 385 

394 ~ -ill. 
4,121 3,767 4,061 

2,729 3,186 1,181 
-.ill.. -.LU --.Ul 
2,950 3,186K 1,181K ' 

7,071 6,953 5,242 

Criminal dis!!ositionsk 
Felony/misdemeanor 

Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil-
Law.................... X 
Real property rights .,. X 

Total.... ••••• •••••••••• X 
Cri.inal k •••••••••••••••• 269 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

x 
X 
X 

50 
N/A 

Time interval data (average days)n 

8etween fi ling 
and disposition 

Civil : 
Law .......................... . 
Rea 1 property ri ghts •••••••••• 
Other do.estic relations •••••• 
Mental health ••••••••••••••••• 
"ppeal •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••• 

490.4 
159.3 
138.1 
36.1 

434.1 
95.8 

128 
3 

131 
319 
450 

Jury trial: 
Guil ty •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guil ty pI ea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not guilty ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal at trial •••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi at trial ••••••••••••• 
Hung jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury tri a I: 
Guilty •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not gui lty •••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••• 
Directed verdict •••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi at trial ••••••••••••• 

Plea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total trial conviction •••••••••• , ••••• 
Total acqui tta1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appea I di smi s sed, record remanded ••••• 
Rt!mand •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Diversions and consolidations ••••••••• 

Time interval data (average days) 

Mean 
Criminal: 

Arrest to dfspositionn •••••••• 
Indictment to dispositionn •••• 
Len9th of trial ............. .. 

88.6 
67.1 

1.77 

Civil disposition 

Granted ............................. . 
Dismissed ........................... . 
Withdrawn: 

Voluntary dismissals ••••••••••••••• 
Uncontested: 

Voluntary commitment ••••••••••••••• 
Default judgment for plaintiff ••••••• 
Other judgment for plaintiff ••••••••• 
Judgment for defendant ••••••••••••••• 
Split decision ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Afffrmed ............................ . 
Reversed ........................... .. 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part .~. 
Remanded ............................ . 
Other ............................... . 

Real 
property Domestic Mental 

Law rights relations ~ ~ Other Total 

294 260 554 
215 13 14 226 37 70 575 

899 159 63 0 1,121 

424 424 
300 388 0 688 
83 9 0 92 
34 2 0 36 
6 5 0 11 

72 72 
20 20 
6 6 

27 27 
o o o o 0 10 10 

154 
41 
38 
10 
6 

20 
11 

31 
1 

16 
1 
1 

1,962 
227 
55 
31 

796 

70.5 
46.5 

N/A 

55 
5 
7 

I. 
II 
1\ 

\ 
It q 
Ie} :'" 

L 

~ 
p. 

t 

[1 Bold(.,. h.,dl", l,dl,.,. 'h. ,1.";(1,,'1,,, "," by ,h. CSIM ,coj"" . 
': N/A : This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
.:! X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by cate90ry. 
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i
: dCase defi ni ti on or unit of count: 
. A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

.

j The criminal CJse un. it of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, transfer, appeal, or reinstatement. A defendant 
J. with a consecutively numbered series of information, appeals, or transfers filed on the ,same day is counted as one defendant. 
j A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
; . A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

I
' JExpl~nation of data included in the category: ! Involuntary commitment proceedings are held only in New Castle County. l Crimi na 1 case fi gures i ncl ude appeal s that are tri ed de novo except for fil i ngs, whi ch can be separated into new fil i ngs and appeals. 
I kAdditional information: :, The number of pending criminal defendants displayed includes ,those which are triable and not triable. 

f

'l In addition to the criminal case dispositions listed there we(-e also 257 unindicted crimi'nal cases disposed by nolle prosequi. These cases 
J were not counted with the other cri.inal dispositions becau'ie these cases were never actually before the Superior Court. The cases had 
i been bound over to Superior Court either because probable c'3use was found at the preliminary hearing, or because the preliminary hearing 
, was waived, but either the Attorney General then decided nrt to seek indictment, or the grand jury ignored the indh,tment. 
I The trial information counts the number ~f trials held. More than one defendant's case may be disposed of by a single trial. There were i 280 defendants whose cases were disposed of by jury tria~, and 50 whose cases were disposed of by non-jury trial. 
l mInformation on dispOSition type or trial data: 

1,

'1' Only law and real property rights cases are tried in this court. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Ii Arrest to disposition times include all defendants. 

1:;

1. Indictment to disposition times include indicted defendants only. 
Median time values were calculated using the grouped medians method. 

tl Source: 
. .;::.~.:;,:.:,:::.::.o,-?,;,;:,'::"";=-=';:':';=-=-::~:-:;':;:"::''':::::::.!.::'':'::!L (Wf1 mi ngton, Del awa re: 

[j 

Ii ~i 

t:i 
~ 
1, 

/' 
L 

I, 
~ 
~. 
if 
i: 
1 

1979). Statistics 

.,'''''' 
.,f 
i 
I 

" 
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DELAWARE JO;;,tIL Y COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
3 courts. 12 judges 

July' 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Beglnnlng Filed =-::7 _________________________ ~p~en~d!...!i.!.!n.li.g ______________ ---,Disj;osedk 
Civild: 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Divorce and annulments ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support/custody: 

New support .............................................. .. 
Arrearages and modifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Custody/visitation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other dOMestic relations: 

Visitation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Imperil i ng ............................... , ................ . 
Anci 11 ary matters ......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total .................... ,. .................................. . 

Other civil .................................................. .. 

Total civil ..................................................... 

Cri.inald: 
Other crilllinal: 

Adult criminal ............................................................................................ 
Total criminal ................................................. .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic--juvenile ........................................... . 

Total traffic .................................................... 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Felony ...................................................... . 
Mi sdemeanor ................................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Status offense ................................................ . 

Total juvenile .................................................. 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

999 3,560 

X 3,405 
X 2,941 
X 2,665 

9,Oll 

X 591 
X 584 
X 1,029 
X 2,204 
X 14,775 
X ---..!!!.? 

2,595 15,587 

~ 2,345 

220 2,345 

X -ill. 
X 763 

X 2,041 
X 5,402 
X 7,443 

__ X -ill. 
X 8,179 

3,922 26,874 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase,definition or unit of count: 

3,734 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

15,189 

2,328 

2,328 

__ X 

X 

X 
X 
X __ X 

X 

26,475 

End 
pendingk 

825 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2,993 

237 

237 

__ X 

X 

X 
X 
X __ X 

X 

4,321 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal, traffic, and juvenile unit of count is the number of single incidents. Multiple complaints arising from a single incident are 

counted as a single petition. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

r 

Child: 

Total civil 

Crillinal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

DELAWARE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of liMited jurisdiction 

16 courts. 45 justices of the peace 
July 1. 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

13,691 

Criminal ................................................... .. X 

X 
X 

Other criliinal: 
Fish/game ................................................... . 
Other ...................................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . __ X 

Total criminal X 

Traffic: 

Tota 1 traffi c X 

Grand total 14,644 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Filed 

16,459 

17,570 

2,090 
3,296 
5.386 

22,956 

B6,355 

125,770 

By mail-in fine ................. 59,276 
By court appea.rance ••••••••••••• 48,861 
By counsel appearance ••••••••••• 657 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X " The data for this case type ar2 known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number -of charges. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

15,3B4 14,766 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 

124,178 16,236 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report e~cept that totals have been computed where necessary. 

DElAWARE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 5 judges 
July 1, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Child: 
Other civil:. 
. ComplaintsJ .! ............................................... . 

Mi sce 11 aneousJ ............................................. .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Total cf vil 

Crimialald: 
Misdellll!anor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 

Total criminal .. , , , ........... .. ',' ........... " . '" ... " " , , , "" , ,,~ "" 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

1,586 

1,5B6 

1.130 

1,130 

Grand total ........ , ... \: .......... /,................................. 2,716 

Trial d 

Criminal .......... J'S(fa 

Boldface headJngs lnt1.1cate the classifications used by the CSJM pl·oject. 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

3,545 X X 
194 X X 

3.739 3.238 2.0B7 

3,139 3,238 2,OB7 

7,411 7,394 1,147 

7,411 7,394 1,147 

11,150 10,632 3,234 

Total 
T,"394 

X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jUrisdiction: 
Jury tri a 1 s are not handl ed in the New Cast 1 e County Court of 

Common Pleas, jury trials for criminal cases are held in Kent 
and Sussex Counties. If a jury demand is made ·in New Castle 
County, the case is transferred to the Superior Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint •• 
Jhe criminal case unit of count Is the number of charges. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

A non-jury trial is counted if the case is not disposed of by a 
jury trial. Disposition by guilty plea, nolle prosequi, 
dismissal, etc., are all counted as non-jury trials. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Complaints" includes complaints for damages (including those 

involving automobiles), replevins, foreign attachments, and 
domestic attachments. 

"Miscell aneous" incl udes civil judgments and petiti ons for name 
change. 

Sourc~: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MUNICIPAL CDURT OF WILMINGTON, DEL~WARE 

Court of limited ju~isdiction 
1 court. 3 judges 

July 1. 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Criminal d: 
Other criminal: 

Beglnmng 
pending 

CriminalJ .................................................... .......1QZ. 

Total criminal 407 

Traffic: \ 
Other traffic violation ....................................... .. 

Total traffid 1,225 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,632 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
. The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Criminal cases include misdemeanor, ordinance violation. and preliminary hearing cases. 

Filed 

9,154 

17,199 

17,199 

26,353 

Disposed 

9,023 

9,023 

17,591 

17,591 

26,614 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmingt()n, Delaware: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 

DELAWARE ALDERMAN'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts. 13 aldermen and 1 mayorC 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Begl nm ng 
pending Filed 

SIIa 11 chi ms : 
Other ....................................................... . Oi ---.lli 

Tota I ci vil oi 

Crilninal d: 

Oi 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ................................................... .. 

Total criminal Oi 

Traffic: 

Total traffic .................................................. . 2D2i 

Grand tota I ..................................................... . 219; 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

53i 

1.3931 

1,393; 

7,975i 

10,935i 

Disposed 

-illi 

175i 

2,0361 

2.036i 

14,329i 

16,540i 

End 
pending 

~ 

538 

--E 
833 

1,371 

1979). Statistics 

EIId 
pending 

Ogi 

09i 

119i 

l1gi 

12991 

16991 

In addition to the aldermen and mayor serving this court, there are also 1 deputy, 3 assistant, and positions for 2 alt~rnate aldermen, one 
of which was vacant during 1979. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Difference is due to the various sources of missing data listed below. 

iOata are not complete: 
No filing or pending data were available for the courts in Newport, Harrington, Bridgeville, and Ocean View. The court in Newark did not 

report any pending data. 
Civil disposed and grand total disposed figures do not include data from August 1978 through December 1978 for the Harrington Alderman's 

Court. 
No data were available for criminal and traffic dispositions for November and December 1978 and March 1979 for the Blades Alderman's Court. 
Pending and filed figures for the court in Rehoboth Beach were not divided into criminal and traffic cases. These cases were included in 

the grand total figures reported (17 beginning pending, 1,514 filed, and 29 end pending) but are not included in either the criminal or 
traffic total s. 

Source: Director. Aoministrative Office of the Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT Of APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Appeals from the Superior Court and 

certain District of Columbid agencies. 

J 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Familv: domestic rel.ltions, mental 
health, intrafamily and neglect, 
probate. 

_ Felony, misdemeanor, traffic, 
ordinance violations. 

- Family: juvenile. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of "ppeal. 

] Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS 
CGurt of last resort 

9 judg(;.s 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beg FniiTii 9 
pendina 

Civil ........................................................ X 
Criminal.... ............. ••••• •••• ........................... X 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Agency..................................................... X 
Total appealsj ................................................ -X 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Originial jurisdictio~: 
.Sp7ci~1 proceedingsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

Dlsclpllnary .......................................... " .••• 
Total .................................................. , •••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review ..................................... .. 

Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Procedural motions .......................................... . 
Substantive motions ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

X 
N/A. 

Xl 

X 
---xi 

l,134fil 

o 
o 
o 
o 

Filed 

419 
574 

124 
r,TITj 

79 
40 

119 

-ill-
1,236 

7,093 
1,303 
8,396 

8,396 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 
r,m::i 

X 
40 
40i 

~ 

1,318 

7,093 
1,303 
8,396 

8,396 

Manner of disposition Time interval (average days) 

Opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 319 
Judgment ••••••••••••••••.••• 400 
By order •••••••••••••••••••• 559 

Notice of appeal to filing of record •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1271 
Filing of record until briefing is completed •••••••••••••••• 1421 
Completed briefing to argument or submission •••••••••••••••• 941 
Argument or submission to decision •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1121 
Notice of appeal to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 449 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
. Figure is as provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
lData are not complete: 

The total original proceedings disposed figure does not include special proceedings cases. 
. Disciplinary cases are not included in the total cases pending figures. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Total appeals figures include appeals and petitions for review cases. 
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End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
-X 

X 
N/A. 

Xl 

~ 

l,052i 

o 
o 
o 
o 

"Special proceedings" include mandamus, prohibition, extradition, habeas corpus, contempt, and mental health cases. Formerly the majority 
of these cases were categorized under criminal appeals. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning and end pending figures for total cases and other figures as footnoted were provided by the administrative office of the court 

during data verification. 

Source: Joint Committee on JUdicial Administratiun in the District of Columbia and Executive Officer, 1979 Annual RG¥ort (Washington, D.C.). 
Sta~istics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional nformation was supplied by 
the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

-~~ 

---1 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SUPERIOR COURTa 

Court of general jurisdiction 
1 court, 4d, judges 

January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Civil dk : 
Law: 

Beg1 nm n9 
pending 

g~~: 1 ~~~:j~;;'::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: t: i~~ 
TOia1 •• :....... ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,178 ::11 p~!~~y' ;ight~;""""""""""""""""""""'" 1,953 

~~~~ ~r~ ~~~i ~~~~nt ••••• , • • • • •• • • • • • . •• • • • • ••• • • • • •• • • • • • •• • • • 7, 909fk 

"arriage dissolution: 

sU~~~~~/~u~t~d;;""""""""""""""""""""""" 4,753 
Sup~ort •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 548 
Rec1procal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,490 

~ota~ •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,1)38 

Ot~~~l~::";~ti~' ~i~ti~~~;"""""""""""""""""'" 233 
~~~~~~!~r 1;3······ .................................... '" .. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'Total ......................................................................................................... .. 

Estate: .................................................................... IO .......................... IO ........ 10 .. .. 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Oec:dents I estates ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Gua~d1an~hip/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
M1 nors estat:s ••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Tconservatorsh1Ps and miscellaneous judiciary cases ••••.•••• 
otal •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

M!~~:~ h~~ith;""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
JUdicial petitions ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

g~r!l n!f\~~ ............................................... . ............................................... 
Total .•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraord1nary writ: • 
Habeas corpus ••••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 

397 
884 

1,281 
8,305 

X 
X 
X 

3,3801 

67fh 

222 
418 
640 

17 

Auditor-master di vi si onj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• ~ 

Total civil ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••• 27,893f 

Criminaldj: 
~~l~ny ••••••••••••.•••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Pr!l =~~~; h~~;i ~g; ...... , ....................... , ............ . 

Fe 1 ony pre-i ndi ctments ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

1,049 
2,407 

264 

Major triable District of Columbia cases 38 Other District of Columbia cases •• • •••••.•••••.•••••••• 
Tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :::::::::::::::::.:........ 276 ~;!!traordinary writ: • •••••••• 314 
Spec i a 1 proceedi ngsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 5_7 

Total criminal 4,091 

Traffid: 
Other traffic violation: 

Major triable traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 930 
Other tra ffi c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 5,062 

Total ...... " .................................................. ~ 
Tota 1 tra ffi c 5,992 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De 1 i nquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9441 
Status offense: 

Person in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 381 
Non-offense: 

Neglect...................................................... -ill 

Tota 1 juvenil e 1,106 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 39,082f 

Filed 

3,670 
2,308 
5,978 

28,882 

102,938 

4,161 

364 
1,088 
1,452 

350 

1,104 
810 

l,9l4 
7,877 

2,230 

125 
208 
333 

2,563 

877 

189 
258 
447 

14 

~ 

151,252 

4,005 
15,150 

7,010 

81 
3,424 
3,505 

--L.lli 
31,381 

4,956 
10,287 
21.243k 

21,243 

5,2421 

3441 

,~ 

6.052 

209,928 

Disposed 

3,806 
1,908 
5,714 

29,043 

103,429 

4,488 

253 
813 

1,066 
339 

670 
542 

1,212 
7,105 

X 

X 
X 
X 

2,324 

826 

120 
423 
543 ... ~ . -.. 
25 

--.hill 
158,647 

3,960 
13,090 

7,080 

100 
3,448 
3,548 

---hill. 
29,404 

4,665 
21,188 
25,853 

25,853 

4.837 

330 

456 

5,623 

211,527 

3,850 
1,592 
5,442 
1,792 

7,418 

4,426 

659 
1,765 
2,424 

244 

831 
1,152 
1,983 
9,077 

X 

X 
X 
X 

3,6191 

118 

291 
253 
544 

6 

~ 

28,498 

1,094 
4.467 

194 

19 
252 
271 

42 

6,068 

1,221 
161 

1.382 

1,382 

1,34191 

521 

---ill. 
1,527 

I 

!\~ ! : 
I 
M I 

I 
! 

37.475 a 

~ \\ 

I 
t 

j 

Tri al d 

Jury 
Civil : 

Law ....................... 193 
Small claims .............. 
Mental health ............. 12 
Appeal .................... 0 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••• 205 
Crillinal: 

Felony ..................... 528 
"isdeEanor ............... 377 
Ordinance violation ....... 2 

Total '". '" .. '" ... '" . '" ... '" '". '" '". '". 907 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violationM " 42 
Grand total .................. 1,154 

Juvenile dispositions 

Not petiti oned ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Closed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Commi tted to SSA ••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Consent decree ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Di smissed ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disposed on another case ••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••• 
Probation ••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Suspended commitment ••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury Total 

154 347 
N/A N/A 

3 15 
154 154 
311i 516i 

47 575 
101 478 
135 137 
283 1,190 

394 436 
988i 2,142i 

Criminal type offense 
and status offense 

1,449 -
852 
438 
647 
383 
510 

o 
611 
275 
10 

Criminal 

Civil (law) dispositions 

Settled before court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,943 
Dismissed before trial..................... 938 
Removed from calendar •••••••••••••••••••••• 349 
Settled at pre-trial or 

trial conference ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,189 
Summary judgment granted ••••••••••••••••••• 156 
Settl ement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . 110 
Dismissed for want ofprosecution ••••••••••• 59 
Consent or confessed judgment............... 52 
Dismissed by motion •••••••••••••••••••••••• 65 
Default judgment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 166 
Exparte •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Judgment on pleadings •••••••••••••••••••••• 96 
Stays •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Motion for judgment granted •••••••••••••••• 93 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 59 
Dismissed-pretrial motion •••••••••••••••••• 90 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Other traffic violation: 
&Jilty plea ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by court •••••••• 
NOlle prosequi •••.•••••••• 
No paper •••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer Rule 105 ••••••••• 
Absconded ••••••••••••••••• 
Security forfeit •••••••••• 
Otherm .................... . 

3,535 
998 

11,228 
1,033 

8 
2,738 
5,408 

469 

Time interval data (average months) 

Time trial could be had after case was placed on calendar: 
Civil jury ................................ 12.0 
Civil non-jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 1l.0 

dispositions 

Ordinance Pre 1 i IIi na \.y Extraordinary 
Felony "isdemeanor violation hearing writ Total 

Jury trial: 512i 
Guilty . .............................. 324 188 X 

Not gui lty . .......................... 146 140 X 286~ 

Mistrial ............................. 51 23 X 741 

Motions for judgment of ac~uitta1 . ... 7 26 X 33i 

Total ................................. 528 377 2 907 

Non-jury trial: 103i 
Guilty ............................... 22 81 X 

Not guil ty ........................... 25 19 X 44~ 

Motions for' judgment of acquittal .... 0 1 X 11 

Total ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 47 101 135 283 

Dismissed by court ..................... 458 554 205 o',)J 9 1,8611 

No paper ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 2,260 1,325 1,370 4,955 

Nolle prosequi ......................... 38 3,577 530 262 2501 4,657 

Guil ty pl ea ... " ....................... 2,367 4,313 612 7,292 

Absconded .............................. 449 1,284 211 134 26 2,104 

Mental observation ..................... 0 186 2 109 2971 

Transfer Rule 105 ....................... 0 332 0 3321 

Secuf'ity forfeit ....................... 0 0 526 526 

Held for Grand Jury •••••••• 0 .......... •• 

2,964 2,964 

Waived Grand Jury ••••••••••••••••• \1' •••• 
1,169 1,169 

No probable cause ...................... 80 80 

Certified to U.S. Magi strate ........... 79 79 

Indi ctment filed ....................... 216 216 

Extradition waived ..................... 507 507 

Extradition granted .................... 31 31 
0 0 

Extradition denied ....................... 
Speci al proceedings granted ., .......... 774 774 

Special proceedings denied ............. 129 129 

Others ................................. 73 106 0 62 0 241 

(continued on next 
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226 District of Columbia Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Superior Court data are displayed according to case types, not court divisions as they exist in the Superior Court. Civil Division handles 

civil jury, civil non-jllry, S8i!ll claillS, and landlord and tenant cases. Family Division handles divorce, adoption, paternity, support, 
reciprocal support, intrafamily, judicial petitions, habeas corpus, delinquency, neglect, and person in need of supervision cases. 
Probate Division handles decedent's estates and minor's estates cases. Tax Division handles civil tax and criminal tax cases. Criminal 
Division handles all cri.inal and traffic cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reacned issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
The difference is due to adjustments made by the administrative office of the court. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
lhere was a correction of -8 cases made to the juvenile criminal-type offense caseload data during the year. 

hFigure was computed: 
. Figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 
lData are not complete: 

No data were available for the number of nonjury trials conducted for s.all claims cases. As a result,nonjury and total trial figures for 
total civil and total cases are not complete. 

No breakdown was available for the outcome of non-jury trials for criminal ordinance violations cases. The total breakdown of the result 
. of criminal non-jury trials i~ therefore not complete. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

The busi~ess of the auditor-master division includes fiduciary accounts, orders of reference, and inventories. 
Special proceedings include fugitive from justice complaints, writs of habeas corpus, extradition of out of state witnesses, adversary 

hearings, and show cause of contempt proceedings. 
Criminal and traffic cases filed include new filings and reinstated cases. 

KAdditional information: 
Information on the beginning pending figure for landlord and tenant cases reflects a change in administrative policy. Beginning in 1978, 

pending cases reported include all undisposed cases. Prior to 1978, practice was to reflect as pending only those cases for which trial 
had been set. 

Starting in 1979, most minor traffic violations were transferred to the Department of Transportation. 
ISpecial source or revision in the data: 

These figures were provided by the staff of the Executive Officer dUring data verification. 
mDisposition type or trial data: 

Other traffic dispositions are defendants whose cases are in the traffic summons stage in accordance with procedures outlined in the Traffic 
Violation Notice System. 

Source: Joint Committee ore Judicial Aciministration in the District of Columbia and Executive Officer, 1979 Annual Reeort (Washington, D.C.). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional lnformaiton was provided 
by the staff of the Executive Officer during data verification. 
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FLORIDA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: . 

,.. ______ """"~ _ Civil and criminal appeals and wnts 
of certiorari from lower courts, 
agencies, and commissions. 

Constitutional4uestion. 
Death penalty. 

Bond validation. 

-

-

Indicates route of appeal. 

_ Direct appeals on constitutional ques
tions, death penalty, bond validation, 
and cases of great public interest. 

DISTRICT COURTS 
OF APPEAL (5) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: . 
_ Civil and criminal appeals and wnts 

of certiorari from Circuit Courts, 
agencies; and commissions. 

1 
CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
302 judges 
Jurisdiction: . 
_ Actions at law over $2,500. Domestic 

relations, probate, guardianship, 
mental health, equity. 

_ Exclusive felony jurisdiction, and 
jurisdiction over misdemeanors 
arising out of the same circumstances 
as a felony. 

- Juvenile. 
Appeals de nOVO or on record. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
198 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Actions at law under $2,500, small 

claims. 
_ Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 
- Traffic. 

Jury trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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FLORIDA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Begl nm ng End 
------____________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~i~ngi-__________ ~F~i~l:ed~ ___________ D:is_p_o_s_ed ____________ ~~~L-

Ca5es: - - pending 

At~~: ~ s app~~ 1 ~ ................................................. . ................................................. 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~and,!m~s .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
rohlbltlon ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

Board of Bar Examiners •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ::: 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

!ot,!l : ................................................... . 
Dlsclphnary: 

F~ ori de B'!r .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advlsory oplnlon: 

Certified questions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R!~~!~t~ . t~ . ~pp;~ i ; .......................................... . 

Petitions for writs of certiorari from: 
District Courts of Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ci rcui t Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: ••• 

Industrial Relations Conrnission ••••• 
Public Service Conrnission ••••••••••• ::::::::::::::::::: 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ...................................................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing ....................................... 
rota 1 other' proceedi n9s .......................................... 

Manner of disposition! 

Opinion: 
Wri tten opi ni on •••••••••••••• 188 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••• 229 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 417 
Disposit.ion by order ••••••••••• 2,lD7 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

:< 
Y. 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

1,363'1 

372 
-:m 

156 
98 
39 
37 
24 

354 

163 

3 
520 

1,264 
25 

346 
23 

369 
11 

1,669 
2,I89 

2,561 

~l 

2361 

386 
~ 

161 
111 

39 
29 
24 

364 

143 

5 
512 

1,200 
20 

374 
29 

403 
3 

1,626 
2,138 

2,524 

~l 

2551 

Status of pending caseloadl (12/31/79) 

Number of cases: 
Not perfected ••••••••••• 391 
Ready for argument •••••• 60 
Under consideration ••••• 952 

Total.................... 1,403 

Boldface headings i~dicat.e the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for thlS casp. type are known to be included in the tot.al but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions' 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
\ 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

1,40391 

--.iZ.g! 

4791 

There were +3 corrections made to the count of cases and +2 corrections made to the count 
by the clerk of the court. 

1 Special source or revision in the data: 
of other proceedings in the court during the year 

Figures footnoted were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida Judicial S stem Statistical Re ort 1979 (Tan,;thassee, Florida). Statistics are from the 
annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary ~nd addlt onal information was Suppll'ed by the clerk of the 
court during data verification. • 
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FLORIDA DISTRICT COURTS OF APPEAL 
Inte~d~ate appellate court 

5 districts, 39 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tot~_l dppeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Origin~l proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Other od gi na 1 wri ts .................................... . 

Advisory opinion: 
OtherJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Cert i crari ................................................ . 
Tota 1 other cases ••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Segl nlll ng 
pending 

X ------x 

X 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

6,6411 

Filed 

10,039 
w,-rrrg-

780 

l,O19 
1,799 

512 
2,311 

12,350 

! Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

I
',', X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the different between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report and by the administrative office of the courts. 

Ii

', JExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" category i ncl udes rei nstated appeal sand certifi ed questi ons • 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
¥, Pe:tdi ng fi gures were provi ded by the admi ni strati ve offi ce of the courts duri ng data verifi cati on. 

Disposed 

8,641 
8;OllT 

62B 

1,043 
1,671 

549 
2,220 

10,861 

End 
pending 

X 
------x 

X 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

229 

8,24191 

1 
Ii 
Ii t, 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida Judicial System Statistical Reeort 1979 (Tall~nassee; Florida). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and addltlonal lnformation was supplied by the Office of the 
State Courts Administrator during data verification. 
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FLORIDA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuits, 302 judyes 
January I, 1979 to Dece~er 31, 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Professional tort: 
Medical malpractice ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort: 
Negl i gence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Contracts and indebtedness ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property/mortgage foreclosure ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ooaestic re~ations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Dissolution and annulment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardi anshi p •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusts •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... . 

Mental health ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• "' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CriMinal: 
Felony:. 

Capital punishment crimes •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crimes agai nst persons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crimes against property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Drugs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other felonies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 
CriMinal-type offens~: 

De Ii nquency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Dependency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand tota I .................................................... .. 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
tVA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
----------------------

Filed 

853 

19.513 
20.366 

30.539 

1.130 
14.819 
15.949 

79.497 

37.965 

4.731 
147 

4.878 
42.843 
13.570 

7341 
55.847 

259.345 

.791 
24.206 
38.095 
17,722 
26,145 

106.959 
~ 

107,786 

66.504 

.2§...558 

83,062 

~ 0,193 

'lisposed 

&80 

18.888 
19.768 

22.991 

871 
13.905 
14.776 

71.976 

36.614 

3.692 
193 

3.885 
40.499 
12.779 

4771 
48.566 

231.832 

372 
20,932 
32,176 
15,597 
22.071 
91,148 
~ 

91,812 

62,168 

13.417 

75,585 

399,229 

Trial d Cri.inal (felony) dlspositionsm 

Civil- •••••••••••• 
Cri.fnal. (felony) 

Total •••••••••••••• 

2~%~ 
2,761 
5,520 

Non-iury 
132, BB 

1.413 
134.401 

Civil dispOSitions 

Total 
1"J'5';7217 

4,174 
139,921 

Dismissed before hearing ••••••• 42,330 

Jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted or di smi ssed .. 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld ••• 

Non-jury tr'ia I: 
Conviction •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 
Convicted after plea ..... 
Adjudication withheld 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

1,497 
913 
124 
227 

531 
418 
,109 
355 

Before trial: 
Convicted after plea 
Adjudication withheld •• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••• 
Transferred to 

another court •••••••• 
Other ................ .. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/,' 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

18,B58 
15,952 
35.733 

lO,B54 
5,577 

N/A 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 

disposed by jury trial or dismissed before trial are considered 
disposed by judge (non-jury trial). 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the 

information, indictment, or complaint arising from a Single 
criminal episode. 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement 

or the introduction of any evidence occurs. All civil cases not 

The figures fo~tnoted were supplied by the administrative office 
of the court during data verification. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trial data do not include estate or appeal cases. 
Cd.inal trial and disposition data totals do not 

include appeals. 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida Judicial System Statistical Report 1979 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and correctlons were provided by the administrativ~ office of the 
courts during data verification. 
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FLORIDA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 counties, 198 judges 
January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979 
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'!:=~==~~~~--~--~------~~~~------------~~~~~ - Begl nm ng 
1 ____________________________________________________ ~p~e~nd~i~n~g _____________ F~i~l~ed~ __________ ~~::=_ __________ ~~~_ 
Chl1d : 

Law: 
SUl1ll1ary procedurej ....................................... .. 
Other civil casesj ....................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 

N/A 151,221 
N/A 58,667 
~ 209.888 

Total civil .................................................... N/A 209,888 

Crilninald : 
Misdemeanor ................................................. . 
Ordinance violation: 

N/A 165.294 

N/A 51.204 
N/A 17,337 
~ 68.541 

Municipal ordinance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County ordi nance .......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................ . N/A 233.835 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

N/A 1,580.917 
N/A 402,366 
~ 1.983.283 

Civil infractions .......................................... . 
Criminal cases ............................................ .. 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total traffic ................................................. . N/A 1,983.283 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 2.427,006 

Civil ........ . JU3 
2,106 
1,951 
4.120 

NOn-jur~ 
116.12 

B,031 
32.100 

156,256 

Total 
llb,Tlm 
10,137 
34,051 

160.376 

Civil dispositions 

Oismissed before hearing .. 81,4118 
Criminal .... .. 
Trafficm •••••• 

Total ......... . 

Criminal dispOSitions 

Traffic dispositions 

Civil infractions: 
After hearing •••••••••••••••••• 227,224 
other than hearing •••••••••••• 1,232,764 

Criminal cases: 
Bond estreature •••••••••••••••• 
Plea ......................... .. 
Other ......................... . 

13,414 
200.007 
121,874 

Jury trial: 
Convlction .............. 453 
Acquittal or dismissed.. 908 
Convicted after plea •••• 435 
Adjudication withheld ... 310 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••• 2.375 
Acquittal or dismissed •• 3,037 
Convicted after plea •••• 1.005 
Adjudication withheld ••• 1.614 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Before trial: 
Convicted aft~r plea •••• 88.675 
Adjudication withheld ••• 30,320 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••• 47.363 
Trans ferred to 

another court ••••••••• 1.986 
other ••••••••••••••••••• 28.082 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count i~ the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint. from a single criminal episode. 
A jury trial is counted when the Jury is SWorn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. All civil cases not disposed 

j by jury trial or di,missed before trial are considered disposed by judge (non-jury trial). 
Explanation of data included in the category. 

Summary procedure cases are those involving $0 to $1,500 in damages. 
other civil cases are those involving $1.500 to $2,500 as well as nonmonetary civil cases. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Trials are held for criminal traffic cases only. Hearings are held for civil infractions' these hearings are not included with the trial 

data. ' 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator. Florida Judicial System Statistical Report. 1979 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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GEORGIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

.f 
Capital felonies. 

Constitutional issue. 
Title to land, wills, 

equity, divorce. 

j j 

CIVIL COURT 
(2) 
3judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COUNTY 
COURT (3) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

-Civil I ,''v (Bibb 
County $3,000 limit, 
Richmond County 
S10,000 limit). 

-FeILlIlY preliminary. 
warrants. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF 

- Misdemeanors. 

Jury trials. 

THE PEACE COURT 
"1,560 judgeship. 
lurisdiction: 
-Contracts, tort, or conversion under 
$200, 

-Issue warrants and act as Court of 
InqUiry. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction; 
- Appellate jurisdiction over cases of 

constitutional issue, title to land, 
, validity of and construction of wills, 

habeas corpus, extraordinary 
remedies, convictions of capital 
felonies, equity, divorce, alimony. 

- Certified qoestions and certiorari 
from Court of Appeals. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over lower 

courts in cases in which the Supreme 
Court has no exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction. 

SUPERIOR COURT (42) 
104 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive divorce. title to land, and 

equity jurisdiction. Law. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

Misdemeanors, felony prelimin.uies. 
- Juvenile (if no juvenile court). 

Jury trials. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (159) 
42 judges, 3t.- Superior 
and 6 State Court 
judges and 1 q juvenile 
referees serve in 
counties with no 
juvenile court. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Dependent. neg

lected, delinquent 
juveniles. 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (2) 
Z judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civill.lI\, .lnd 
landlord-ten.'llt C.lseS 
(amount I'Mies), 
.Misdeme.lnllr~ and 
preliminary hC.ll'ings 
in 2, cuurts. 

Jury tri,lls in ,ivil ca~es, 

STATE COURT 
(61) 
77 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-C.vill.lI\' cascs. 
-Mi~dellle.lIlor. feluny. 
prelimin.uics. 

Jury trials 

SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (86) 

MAGISTRATE'S COURT (4) 

8bjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500 (varies to 

$1,000). 
- Committing magistrate, issues 

criminal warrants. 

Jury trials. 

5 magiitrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and 1.1Ildlord-ten.lnt under 

$1.000 in Clark,· County. 
• Fdony preliminaries, misdcnwanor 

guilty ple.,s, 

Jury trials in some loc.ltions. 

PROBATE COURT (159) 
159 judges 

RECORDERS COURT, 
MAYOR'S COURT 
CRIMINAL COURT, 
MUNICIPAL COURT, 
CiTY COUNCIL COURT, 
POLICE COURT ("'383) 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive jurisdiction in probate of 

wills. administration of cst.ltes, 
appointment of guardians. 

• Tr.lffic in some counties, 

No jury trials. 

t Ind'lates routl? of appeal. 

-Ordinance vlulatiun~, traffiC, felony 
prelillllllaries, 

No jury trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

cuurt 

Court of 
general 

ju risdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdictiun 

L 

r 

I 
t 
1 

GEORGIA SUPREME COURrb 
Court of 1 ast resort 

7 justices 
Septeftber 1. 1978 to August 31. 

I ' Begi nnl ng 

233 

1979 

End \ ' ______________________________________________________ ~p=en~d~i~n~g ____________________________________________ ~~~ ____ __ 

I' Cases: 

Filed Disposed pending 

; Appeals: 
!',; Tota I appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

! Other cases: 

738 (14o)e 801 -m-

f~ Requests to appeal: 
107 
37 
2 
o 

146 
l"4'li 

471 390 ( 86)e r Appli cat ions for cert i orad ............................... . 
I' Appl!cat~ons (habeas corpus) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

102 
164 119 ( 26)e 56 

I' Appllcatlons for interlocutory appeal •••••••••••••••••••••• 
I Applications for discretionary appeal •••••••••••••••••••••• 

72 40 t 2T 7 
5 3 1 e 1 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

712 552 !140r 166 
712' 552 no e l66 

; Total cases 3(14 1,450 (140)e 1,353 (140)e 401 

!! 

I; 
Ii 
I 
" 

Hanner of disposition 

Written opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••• 646m 
Transfer to Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 47 
Other .................................. 108 

/' Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
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eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeals are disposed; similarly the resulting appeals are not 

counted as new filing. These granted requests to appeal are the numbers. aIJpearing in parentheses in the profile. 
mIn formation on disposition type or trial data: 

These 646 opinions were written during the 1979 court year which ran f~om September 1978 to AUgust'1979. The remaining data on this profile 
covers the fiscal year. Since more than one case may be decided by one opinion, the number of cases decided may be somewhat greater than 
the number of opinions. 

Source: Unpublished information provided by the clerk of the court, Administrative Office of the Courts, Sixth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: 
February, 1980) and Timothy W. Floyd, The Caseload of the Supreme Court of Georgia (unpublished). Statlstlcs are taken from the 
unpublishen reports and annual report er.cept that totals were computed where necessary. 

Cases: 

GEORGIA COURT OF APPEALSb 
Intermediat.e appellate court 

3 divisions. 9 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

BegInnIng 
pending Filed 

Appeals: 
Total appeals ................................................. -0 ---x" 

Other cases: 
Ori9i na I proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Requests to appeal: 

Application in interlocutory matter •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Total other cases ............................................. -0 

Total cases o 

Hanner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Withdrawn or transferred 

to the Supreme Court •••••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifi'cations used by the CSIM project. 

X 

X 
-X 

1,969 

X • The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total but Were not available by category. 

Disposed End 
pending 

---x" -0 

X 0 

X 0 
-X --0 

1,969 0 

bpart'icular court or reporting system Information: 
During 1978, this court changed Its reporting period from the calendar year to the fiscal yea~. As a result, data displayed In this chart 

overlap by six months the data presented for this court for the 1977 court year. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Sixth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1980). Statistics are taken from the annual 
report except 'that totals were computed where necessary. 
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Child: 

GEORGIA SUPERIOR COURTc 
Court of general jurisdiction 

42 circuits, 104 judges 
July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beglnmng 
pending l 

DoIaestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 43,9561 

44,4841 
22,1791 
66,6631 

Other ci vil : 
General civil ............................................... . 
Independent motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 110,6191 

Cri.,inal d: 
Felony ......................................................... 18,4231 
Misdemeanor....... ....... ...................................... 9,9181 

Total criminal 28,3411 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 3,5171 

Grand total 142,477 

Trial d 

Jury Non-jury rotal 
Chil: 

End Filed Disposed pendin9 

61,016 56,50B 44, 2229 

35,306 30,349 44,1749 
19,116 15,1001 20,6299 
54,422 45,4491 64.8039 

115,438 101,9571 109,0259 

28,511 27,317 15,6529 
16,969 ~5,B42 B,3549 

45,4BO 43,159 24,0069 

15,DOB 15,356 3,2359 

175,926 160,4721 136,2669 

Civil dispositions 

Oolllestic relations ................ .. 355 
1,573 
1,928 

24,365 
7,952 

32,317 

24,720 
9,525 

34,245 

Before 
trial 

judgment 

DismissalS-year 
Other ci vil ....................... .. or Admin. 

Total ............................... . settlement termination 
Cri.inal (counts): 

Felony ............................. . 
Misde.eanor ....................... .. 

Total .............................. .. 
Traffic (counts} ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2,782 
375 

3,157 
196 

5,281 

729 
519 

1,248 
201 

33,766 

3,511 
894 

4,405 
397 

39,047 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Pleas •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bond .................... . 
Dismissal/nol prosequi .. . 
Dead docketm " ........... . 

Felony Misdetaeanor Total 

24,721 
o 

8,557 
2,519 

9,923 
2,B2B 
4,BBO 

652 

34,644 
2,B2B 

13,437 
3,171 

Domestic rel~tions ••••• 19,144 
Other civil ............ 17,602 

Traffic dispositionsm 

!'Ieas ......................... . 
Bond ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi •••••••• 
Dead docketm ••••••••••••••••••• 

12,223 
17,714 

5,144 
10,432 
l,27B 

12B 

421 
60B 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

CJudge information: 
Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without independent Juvenile Court judges. Thesp. cases are included on the 

Juvenile Court statistical profile. 
dcase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crimtnal case un; t of COUllt is the number of dockets per the i ndi ctment or accusat; o,n. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A nen-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

I 
Figures are as given by the annual report and the administrative office of the court. 

Special source or revision in data: 
End pendi ng fi gures, and other ci vf1 di spositions were obtai ned from the AOC duri ng verificati on. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
"Dead docket" refers to crillinal or traffic cases which were placed on inactive status .. 
Trial and disposition category figures do not equal total dispositions for criMinal and traffic cases as a result of the use of differinQ 

counting units. Figures for trials and types of dispositions for cri.inal and traffic cases are given by the number of counts involved. 

Source: Admi ni strati ve orfi ce of the Courts, Sixth Annual Report (Atl anta, Georgi a: February, 19BO). Stati sti cs are from the annual \'eport 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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GEORGIA STATE COURT AND COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

61 courts, 77 judges; 3 courts, 3 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

Child: 
General civil .................................................. N/A 
Independent motionb ............................................ ~ 

Tota 1 ci vil ..................................................... N/A 

Criminald: 
Hisdeneanor .................................................... ~ 

Total criminal ................................................... 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Civil ............. .. 
Criminalm ••••••••••• 
Traffic" ........... . 

Jury 

1,234 
l,05B 

40B 

f'bn-jury 

4,220 
2,133 
1,191 

Grand total •••••••••• 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Plea .................. .. 
Bond •••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi. 
Dead docketm •••••••••••• 
Other .................. . 

39,134 
7,314 

16,457 
4,130 

185 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Total 

5,454 
3,191 
1,599 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data were unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

10,274i 6B,B24~ 
49,245i 4B,2261 

119,519i 117,050i 

75,214i 67,505i 

75,214i 67,505i 

223,575i 213,641i 

41B,30Bi 39B,196i 

Civil dispositionsm 

Judgment ••••••••••••••••• 104,224 
Dismissal/settled •••••••• 12,4B3 
Five-year administrative 

termination •••••••••••• 343 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Plea •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bond ................... . 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi. 
Dead docketm •••••••••••• 
Other .................. . 

6B,500 
137,314 
12,B71 

2,BB3 
191 

dCase definitihn or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted by docket entr'ies (suits, petitions, complaints, motions, etc.). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments 01' accusations. 
A jury tri a lis counted if tri ed to verdi ct. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

ipata are not complete: 
Filed and disposed fi9ures do not include the State Court located in Dekalb County. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
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End 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Ii/A 

N/A 

"Dead docket" refers to criminal or traffic cases which were put on inactive status. 
Trial and disposition category figures do not equal total dispositions for civil, criminal, and traffic cases as a result of the use of 

differing counting methods. Figures for crillinal trials and type of disposition are given by the number of counts involved. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Sixth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 19BO). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Ci vil : 
Estate 

GEORGIA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

159 counties. 159 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending Filed 

...................................................... -.!i!.A 
N/A 

---.JYl. 
Total civil .................................................. 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor ................................................. -.!i!.A 

N/A 
Tota I cri mi na I 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

............................................... 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• ro 

-.!Y..A 
N/A 

Grand total ................................................... N/A 

Cillil ••••••••••••• 
Crim'lnal •••••••••• 
Traffic ••••••••••• 

Total cases ........ 

Non-Juri: 

N/A 
85 

2,256 
2,341i 

N/A 

4,062 

4,062 

193,243 

197,305i 

Total 

N/A 
85 

2,256 
2,341i 

Bold:ace,headings ind!cate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A - Th1S case type 1S handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data ~or this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not appl1cable. ' 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal :ase,unit of count is criminal docket entries. 

i A non-jury tr1al 1S counted if tried to decision. 

Disposed 

3.943 

3,943 

191,147 

195,090i 

Data are not complete: 

Gr~~~c;~~f~gC~~:!o:~r:n~V~~~:~I:if~~e~n~~u~~~ni~~I~~: ~~~~~ ~~~~~ie.AlthOU9h civil cases are handled by the Probate Court, no data 

End 
pending 

~ 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Sixth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. Feoruary, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report 

GEORGIA JUVENILE COURTc 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

159 courts. 42' judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beg1nn1ng 

Trafficd: 
pending 

Other traffic violation: 
Juvenile traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.!Y..A 

Total traffic ................................................. .. N/A 

Juveniled: 

N/A 

Crilli na 1 ,-type offense: 
Del fnquent .............................. , .................. .. 

Status offense: 

H 
unruflfY ...................................................... . 

on-o ense; N/A 

Ot
Depri ved ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
her juvenile: N/A 

Speci a I proceedi ngs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.!Y..A 
Total juvenil e .................................................. N/A 

Grand total .......................................... , .......... . N/A 

Ffl edj DisposedJ End 
pending 

2,547 2,397 --.JjjJ. 

2.547 2,397 N/A 

22,344 20,352 N/A 
8,085 7,368 N/A 
4,486 4,056 N/A 

-.J!ll. -D.Q. --.JjjJ. 
35,742 32,486 N/A 

3B,289 34,883 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X ," The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
There were 8 full-time and 34 part-time Juvenile Court judges, as well as 6 State Court judges and 36 Superior Court judges ser'ving as 

Juvenile Court judges and handling cases. There were also 19 appointed referees hearing juvenile matters. 

237 

Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without a separate Juvenile Court. Those cases are included in these Juvenile 
, Court figures. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures are the number of children against which complaints or petitions were filed. 
Disposed figures are the number of children for which all charges against them are disposed. 

Source: The Administrative Office of the Courts, Sixth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1980). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

GEORGIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of 11 .. i ted juri sdicti on 

2 courts. 2 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1979. 

GEORGIA CIVIL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 3 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There were no d&ta available for cases handled in the Civil Court for fiscal year 1979. 

GEORGIA SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

86 courts. 86 judges 
July 1. 1976 to June 3D. 1979 

Therp, were no data available for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for fiscal year 1979. 

GEORGIA MAGISTRATE'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courts, 5 .agistrates 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Magistrate's Court for fiscal year 1979. 

GEORGIA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1560 judgeshi ps 
July I, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There Were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for fiscal year 1979. 

GEORGIA RECOII,DER'S COURT. MAYOR'S COURT". MUNICIPAL COURT-. 
CITY COUNCIL COURT, POLICE COURT. AND CRIMINAL COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
383 courts 

July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Recorder's Court, Mayor's Court, Municipal Court, City Council Court, Police Court, 
or Criminal Court for fiscal year 1979. 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

GUAM COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Appeals to the United States 
District Court for the Territory 

of Guam (9th Circuit) 

SUPERIOR COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jUrisdiction in all civil cases 

arising under the laws of Guam except 
for Causes arising under the 
constitution, treaties, laws of the 
United States, and any other matter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

- Original jurisdiction in all criminal 
cases arising under the laws of Guam 
except foreauses arising under the 
constitution, treaties, laws of the 
United States, and any other matter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

- Original jurisdiction in traffic matters. 
Appellate jurisdiction OVer traffic 
cases with a fine greater than $2.5 ora 
jail sentence. Traffic Violations 
Bureau processes all traffic citations 
illegal parking, and moving violation's. 

- Original jurisdiction in all juvenile 
matters. 

Jury trials. 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

~ , 

j 

j 
It 
Il 
j:J 

t1 
) 

'Ii. 

j 
I 
\j 
,I 
'j 

GUAM SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Saall claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Land registration •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Domestic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil : 

Speci a I proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••.• 

Total civil 

Cri.inald: 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-t.ype offense: 

Juvenile delinquency 
Other juvenile: 

Juvenile special proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile 

8eglnnlng 
pending 

2,077 f 
3,266f 

124f 

725f 
927f 

~f 

7,480 

4S0f 
378f 

828f 

4,867f 

315f 

390f 

Grand total ••••••••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••• 13.565f 

Boldface headin9s indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

1,459 
2,l~9 

29 

955 
174 

903 

5,649 

143 
--.ill. 

415 

39,924 

208 

268 

476 

46,464 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal end pending figure for the 197& court year: 

Figures are as given in the 1~80 Guam annual report. 

O(sposed 

604 
1,015 

38 

526 
24 

~ 

2,951 

117 
169 

286 

32,386 

146 

108 

254 

35,877 

239 

Ella 
pending 

2,932 
4,380 

115 

1,154 
1,077 

520 

10,178 

476 
481 

957 

12,405 

137 

475 

612 

24,152 

Source: Superior Court of Guam, 1980 Annual Report (Agana, Guam). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed 
where necessary. 
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t 

LANDCOURTt 
1 first circuit judge serves 
jurisdiction: 
- Matters involving legal title to fe;:, 

simple land and easements. 

Indl(ates routc of appeal 

HAWAII COURT SYSTEM,1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (4)* ! TAX APPEAL COURTt 
25 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters over $1,000, domestic 

relations, probate. 1
1 first drcuit judge serves 
JUrisdiction: 
- Disputes between tax assessor and 

i'axpayer. 
- Felonies. Misdemeanor and traffic 

jury trials. 
- Juvenile. 

jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (4)* 
18 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 (concurrent 

with Cin:uit Court between $1,000 and 
$5,000) small claims (under $600), and 
landlord-tenant. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic and other 
VIOlations, felony preliminaries. 

No jury trials. 

] Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courtof 
limited 

jurisdiction 

t The Land Lourt and Tax Appeal Court hear spedal C.1.ea. but Me considered general Jurisdiclion courls for Ihis report be ... aUb(· tirluit Judges r,crve . 
• The Circuit Court and Dislrict Court are both courts of record. District Courts heM high volume cases. The Circuit Court hear& .111 jury trials. For 

purposes of this report, the Circuit Court is considered a tOurt of !l~ner.11 jurisdiction sinle it handles felony caH'S. 

l~ 
l 

t 
~h 

! i 
') 1 
Il , 

.1 

iJ A-q 
tJ . 
II b , 
II I !I 

I 
) 
i 
i 
1 

i t I 
! 

, . 

, 
1 

HAWAII SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal: 

Criminal .................................................. . 
Traffic ................................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ............................................. . 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Other .................................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... . 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Reheari ng requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Motions .................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Manner of disposition 

Motion to Withdrawals 
Written dismiss and 
opinionm granted discontinued 

Appeals: 
Civil ............... 66 6 39 
Criminal: 

Criminal .......... 116 2 30 
Traffic ........... 4 0 2 

Original proceedings .. 7 0 1 
Rehearing requests ••••• 2 0 0 
Motions ................ 2 0 0 

Begl n01 ng 
pending 

389 

262 
16 

278 
-m-

01 
21 
01 
11 
3 

~ 

670 

3 

40 

43 

Other 

0 

1 
0 

23 
14 

561 
Total ................... -r9I --B -n -m 

1979 

Filed 

171 

122 
10 

132 
3D! 

61 
171 

51 
71 

35 

--"35 

338 

18 

607 

625 

Disposed 

111 

149 
6 

155 
~ 

51 
171 

21 
71 

31 

---n-

297 

16 

563 

579 

DispOSition of cases 

Affirmances (including reversed in 
part and modified and affirmed) •••• 
Rever~als (including remands) •••••••• 
Other (including dismissal of 
appeal and denial of petition 
in original proceeding) •••••••••••• 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/79) 

Being briefed ......... . 

Time interval datal (median months) 

Appeals 

End 
pending 

449 

235 
20 

255 
---,o;r 

711 

5 

84 

89 

241 

~ 

127 
49 

10 

Ready for heari ng 
Awaiting decision ...... 

277 
447 

76 Cillil Criminal 
Other 

proceedings 
Appeal filed to regular or memorandum 

opinion filed ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 36.3 27.2 35.4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. This case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
The breakdown of original jurisdiction cases and time interval data were supplied by the office of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Written opinions include both full and per CUriam opinions. There were 207 opinions written in 197 cases. 

2.4 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1980). Source of case data is 
included in the ann.ual report. Statistics are fro:o the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. Additional 
data were supplied by the clerk of court during data verification. 



242 HAWAII CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 circuits, 25~ jUdges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
(!ending 

Civild: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury or property damage or both, motor vehicle •• 

Other tort: 
Personal injury or property damage or both, 
non-motor vehicle ............................... •••• .. •••• 

Total ........................... •• ...... •••• .. ••• .. •• .. •• .... • 
Contrar.t .................................... " .................. . 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation ...... " ••• " ..................................... . 
landj ................. , ..................................... .. 
Mechanics' and materiallnen's lien .......................... .. 

Total ................................ •• .. •• .. •• .. •• .. • .. • .. •••• 
OO~stic relations: 

Marriage di~solution: 
Divorce .................................................... . 
Annulment .......... , ...................................... .. 
Separati on and separate mai ntenance ....................... . 

Total ............................................ • .. • ...... • 
Support/custody: 

Uniform reciprocal enforcement ............................ . 
Adoption: 

Adoption proceedings ....................................... . 
Other da.estlc relations: 

Paternity/parental proceedings •••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous proceedings--Family CourtJ ••••••••••••••••••• 
Adults' referrals ......................................... . 
Supplemental proceedings--Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .............................. ••• .. ••••••••• .... • .... .. 
Total ........................................ • .. •••••• .... •• .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Regular probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small estate over $10,000 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small estate over $2,000 •• f •••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small estate under $2,000 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................. • .... ••••••••• .. ••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Regular guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small 9uardianship ....................................... .. 
Special •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total ................................... • ...... ••••••••••••••• 

Henta I health ................................................. . 
Other ci vil : 

Naturalization .............................................. . 
Other civq action ......................................... .. 
Other sp~cial proceeding~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supp1emelltal proceE'dings~ ................................... . 
District Court transfersJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civi 1 ......................... , ........................... . 

Criminal d: 
Felonyl ....................................................... . 
HisdelEanorl .................................................. . 
Other criminal: 

Criminal actions in Family Court ........................... .. 

Total criminal ................... • ... • .. •••• .. ••••••••••••• .. ••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/OUI: 

Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................... • .. ••••••• .. •••• .... •••••••••• ...... • 

Total traffic ........................................ '" ....... . 

1,159 

918 
2,077 
1,914 

176 
9 

1B9 
374 

3,5B2 
18 

142 
3,742 

1,215 

557 

714 
1,152 

346 
2,634 
4,846 

10,360 

2,388 
41f 

649f 
235f 

3,313 

3,109 
752 
276 

4,137 
7,450 

(j) 

120 
2,471 

812 
1,202 

140 
4,745 

26,920 

2,332 
560 

40 

2,932 

9: 

31 
36 
67 

76 

End --
(!ending Filed Disposed 

691 579 1,271 

633 409 1,142 
2,413 
2,324 

1,324 988 
1,596 1,186 

56 50 182 
2 0 11 

146 238 97 
204 288 290 

3,946 
18 

5,913 5,549 
15 15 

108 98 152 
6,036 5,662 4,116 

1,951 1,934 1,232 

840 755 642 

981 713 9B2 
1,357 

405 
1,418 1,213 

795 737 
3,172 
5.916 

11,906 

2,445 1,907 
5,1540 4,570 

14,467 12,921 

826 605 2,609 
73 38 76 

450 428 671 
127 166 196 

1,476 1,237 3,552 

309 170 3,248 
32 115 669 
0 13 263 

341 298 4,lBO 
7,732 

(j) 
1,817 1,535 

(j) (j) 

488 539 69 
2,798 
l,06B 

1,377 1,050 
416 160 

1,472 
173 

1,088 818 
126 93 

3,495 2.660 5,5BO 

22,903 19,578 29,705 

3,081 
621 

2,377 1,628 
354 293 

__ 7_0 40 ---1.Q. 

2,B01 1,961 3,772 

23 18 14 

55 23 63 
49 

-ill 
58 45 

-1ll 68 

136 SO 126 

" ,i 
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>I 
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j; 
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j1 
11 
I. 

jl 
1 
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r 243 ,----------------------------------------------------------------------------
'Juyenile: 
,i Criminal-type offense: 

n , 
e 

law violation ............................................... . 
Status offense: 

Needing protective supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Needing services ........................................... .. 
Other juvenile: 

Other ...................................................... .. 
Supplemental proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

1,978 

537 

242 

153 
509 
~ 

4,985 4,736 2,227 

1,477 1,505 509 

560 442 360 

364 355 162 
873 908 474 

1.237 1.263 636 

3,419 8,259 7,946 3,732 

33,347 

r Total juvenile ................................................. . 

IGrand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

! 
i 
I 

Tria1 d 

Civ(,: 
Tort: 

Auto tort •••••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••• 

Total ................. .. 
Contract ••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••• 
Domestic relations ••••••• 
Other civil ............ .. 

Total civil .............. . 
Criminal: 

Felony and misdemeanor ••• 
Other cri.inal ......... .. 

Total criminal .......... .. 
Traffic: 

O~I/DUI ................ .. 
Other traffic violations 

Total traffic ••••••••••••• 
Grand total ••••••••••••••••• 

Jury Non-jury Total 

23 
16 
39 
9 
2 

14 
23 
87 

198 
o 

198 

2 
o 
2 

287 

5 
10 
15 
37 
2 

52 
79 

185 

36 
4 

40 

o 
o 
o 

225 

28 
26 
54 
46 

4 
66 

102 
272 

234 
4 

238 

2 
o 
2 

512 

34,099 

Criminal 

29,571 

dis(!ositions 

Felony 
and 

misdl!llleanor 
Plea (no trial held) ......... ,..... 920 • 
Dismissal ...... ........ ............ 145 
Nolle prosequi (no service) .. ...... 426 
Other ...... ••••• •••• ............... 196 

Traffic dis(!ositions 

Other 
criminal 

8 
4 

20 
4 

37,875 

Total 
928 

149 
446 
200 

Contested hearing (juveni'~) 

Other traffic 
OWI/DUI violation Total 

5 --s--
Uncontested hearing (juvenile) .... .. 
Dismissed .......................... . 
Nolle prosequi (no service)· ........ . 
Plea (no trial held) •••••••••••••••• 
Counseling service (juvenile) ••••••• 

o 
5 
o 

Other ............................... 11 

17 17 
o 0 
8 13 
4 4 

18 18 
16 27 

Civil dis(!ositions 

Auto 
tort 

Contested hearing •••••••••••••• ~ 
Uncontested hearing •••••••••••• 0 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••••••••• 465 
No service ..................... 11 
No answer •••••••••••••••••••••• 11 
No statement of readiness •••••• 1 
No trial held •••••••••••••••••• 16 
Counseling service ••••••••••••• 
Other .......................... 47 

Other 
tort 
-0 

o 
311 

7 
6 
3 

IS 

41 

Contract 
o 

18 
617 

16 
261 

17 
20 

191 

Real 
property 
rights 

6 
17 
42 
o 
o 
o 
4 

215 

Domestic 
relations 

1,333 
6,122 

746 
717 

3,937 

Other 
Estate civil Total 
---rD" 302 l,65r 

905 622 7,684 
17 756 2,208 

18 52 
32 310 
26 47 
21 622 

717 
603 781 5,815 

Juvenile di~:r-'sitions 

Crf mi na l-type 
offense 

803 
1,894 
1,707 

332 

Contested hearing 
Uncontested hearing ••••• 
Counseling service •••••• 
Other .................. . 

Status 
offense 
---rz 

261 
1,117 

55 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- g Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 

Non-offense 
251 
104 

58 
29 

Other 
juvenile 

73 
163 
265 
762 

Total 
r.m 
2,422 
3,147 
1,178 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is sw?rn. 
There are a tota I of 25 (18 ci rcuit, 2 family, and 5 di stri ct 

famfly) judges that hear Ci r~!lit Court proper and Family Court 
cases. In the first circuit, Family Court cases are heard by 
the 2 Fami ly Court and 5 Oi stri ct Family Court judges. In the 
other three circuits, both circuit and district court judges 
hear Family Court cases in addition to their r~gular 
assignments. All Family Court data are included with the 
Circuit Court data on this table and in the summary tables in 
Part I of thi s report. 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement 
or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

JExplanation of data included in the c3tegory: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the 

informatiQn or indictment. 

Land cases handled by the Land Court are not included. 
Miscellaneous family contains mental health cases. 
Supplemental proceedings 1n the other civil category include 

supplemental proceedings on criminal as well as civil cases. 
District Court transfers ~re cases initiated in the District Court 

that demand a jury trial. 
lSpecial source or revision in data: 

Data breakdown for felony and misdemeanor cases was obtained by 
telephone from the administrative office of the courts. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Re(!ort 1978-1979 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1980). Statistics are from the 
annual report, except that totals have been computed Where necessary. 
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Civild: 
Real property rights: 

HAWAII LAND CDURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 
1 firs~ circuit judge serves 

July "~, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Contested land registration cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

89 Tota 1 ci vil 

Grand total k 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

89 

Filed 

46 

46 

46 

Disposed 

..--.!1§. 

125 

125 

End 
pending 

10 

10 

10 

Data for the Land Court are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. The Circuit Court also handles som~ 
1 and cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

KAdditional information: 
In addition to the 46 contested land registrations filed, thel'e were 3,097 ex parte petitions ffled. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1980,. Statistics are from the 
annual report, except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

HAWAII TAX APPEAL COURTd 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 first circuit judge serves 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Bt:gl~nlng 
pending Filed Disposed 

Chi ld: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total chil 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 41f 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

~ 

59 

59 

Data for the Tax Appeal Court are included with 'the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figllres are as given in the annual report. 

73 

73 

73 

End 
pending 

-1l 
27 

27 

Source: Administrative Liirector of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1978-1979 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 
annual report, except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1980). Statistics are from the 

; t , , 

~AII DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 18c judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

BegInnIng 
pending 

Child: 
Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Assumpsit •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small cl a i liS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Real property rights: 
Summary possession ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Appeal of adMinistrative agency case: 

Nonpayment of taxes •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vll ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 

Criminald: 
Mi sdemeanor ••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

Other violations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prellnlinary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parking •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Other traffic violation: 

Moving arrest and citation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-movi ng ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

1,301 

4,571 
480 

924 

260 
61 

7,597 

X 

2,868 

__ X 

6,785 

1,031 
21.255 

30,846 
25,981 
56.827 

79,113 

93,495 
Grand total .......... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ._._. _ •• _._._._. _ .. ________ _ 
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End 
Filed Disposed pendi ng ._. 

923 715 1.509 

8,805 8,308 5,068 
1,370 1,382 468 

1,062 805 1,181 

17 19 258 

~ ~ .-!QQ. 

12,369 11,382 8,584 

X 18,248 X 

24,049 22,096 4,821 

X ~ 
___ X 

42,998 41,276 8,507 

2,576 2,324 1,283 
519,03(1 513,370 26,915 

149,392 149,955 30,283 
31,551 75,441 69,871 
61,834 

~ ~ 

746,439 735,520 90,032 

801,806 78B,178 107,123 

Non-jury triald 

Civil dispositions 

Discontinuance! 
dismiased 

373 
2,015 

Default! 
confessi on 

265 
6,175 

299 
357 

Commitment to cir
cuit court, jury 
trial demanded 

Civil : 
Tort •••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract •••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••• •• 
Real property rights •••• 
Other civil •••••••••• ••• 

Total clvil .............. . 

47 
88 

516 
53 
26 

730 

Tort •••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract •••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••• 
Real property rights •••• 
Appeal of administrative 

agency case •••••••••••• 
Other ci vil ••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• ••••• .. • • 

567 
338 

7 
69 

3,369 

11 
56 

7,163 

30 
30 
o 

57 

1 
2 

120 

Criminal dispositions 
Ordinance 

Misdemeanor violation 

Traffic dispositions 

Misdemeanor and ordinance violation: 
Nolle prosequi ••••••••••• •••• ...... . 
Total conviction ••••••••• ••••••••••• 
Discharge/dismissal ••••••••••••••• •• 
Stricken •••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• 
Bail forfeiture •••••••••••• ••••••••• 
Commitment to Circuit court, 
jury trial demanded ••••••••••••••• 

Preliminary hearing: 
Stricken or discharged ••••••••••••• • 
Committed to grand jury ......... •••• 
Committed to circuit court •••••••••• 

1,217 
8,383 
4,759 
1,799 
1,727 

363 

230 
1,245 

523 
561 

19,528 

9 

.!illl 
1,447 
9,628 
5,282 
2,360 

21.,255 

372 

163 
518 
251 

DWI/DUI 
Nolle prosequi ••••••••••••••• ~ 
Total conviction ••••••••••••• 2,008 
Discharge/dismissal.......... 128 
Stricken •••••••••••••••••••• 29 
Bail forfeiture ••••••••••••• 94 
Commitment to circuit court, 
jury trial demanded •••••••• 23 

Boldface headings ihnidicate tthyepeCl~~st~~~~t~~nb~sl~C~~d;~ei~S~~eP~~i:rtbut were not available by category. 
X a The data for t sease 
__ a Not applicabl~. 

pa5~t5Y 
40,133 
50,506 
47,200 

369,674 

o 

Other traffic 
violations Total 

1, 450 T3,349 
73,905 116,046 
26,635 77,269 
42,911 90,140 
68,912 438,680 

13 36 

cJudge information: 'h' d third and fifth circuits hear Family Court cases in addition to tlleir regular assignments. These 
The six district judges indi , elay·ee~O~ith the Circuit Court data in this report. 

Fami ly Court cases are sp , 
dCase definition or unit of countt itlon or com taint 

A civil case is couni~d 1ithut~ei~i~~~gi~~i~I~~~1 offen~e onPthe l~formation or complaint. 
The criminal ~ase un 0 ~o ~ th 1 t when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
A non-jury trIal is counte a e po n • • H I I H ii' 1980). Statistics are from the 

Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Re ort 1978-1979 ( ono u u, awa , 
Source: Admi nistratl ve d necessary annual report, exc~pt that totals have pen compute were • 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

IDAHO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims against 

state (advisory opinions). 
- Appeals from interim orders and final 

jl>dgments in District Court. 
- Appeals from .ldlllinistrative agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
28 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Original civil, personal injury and 

other tort, contr.lcts, domestic 
relations, .lnd habeas corpus. 

- Original criminal, felony, post
conviction review. 

- Appeals from magistrates division and 
state agencies and boards. 

Jury trials. 

MAGISTRATES DIVISION 
OF DISTRICT COURT (7) 
43 lawyer magistrates and 
25 non·lawyer magistr,ltes 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions to $5.000, forcible entry 

and detainer, liens to $1,000 on 
real and personal pror~rty; pl'llb.lte 
and .ldntinistration 0 decedent 
estates; and sn1o111 claims 10 $500. 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries, 
arrest warrants, and searthes and 
seizures. 

- Traffic. 
- juvenilt.·, 
Jury trials except in small claims. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jUrisdiction 

I 
i 
i 

i 

IDAHO SUPREHE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 

~
' =m~=--=----~~-===~~A>--------~~------~------u.---WB~eg~l~n~n~ln~g~-=a-------~--~--------------~~~~--~~==~~== 

I pending 
Cases: 

~ 
Appeals: 

I Civil: 
Auto negl i gence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I Other neg 1 i gence ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

i Tax appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 •••••••••••••••• 

Domesti c reI ati ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Envi ronment/zoning ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ..................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Crillinal: 

Judgments ................................................. . 
Other .................................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Postconviction re~dy: 

Postconviction relief •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus appeals ••• " ................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial COll1T1ission ..................................... . 
Public utility commission ................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Juvenile: . 

YRA and CPAJ .............................................. . 
Other appeals: 

Interlocutory appeals ..................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other .................................................. .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Oisciplinary matter: 

Oisclplinary ............................................ . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appeal ........................................ ". 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Ext.ension of time ........................................... . 
Motion to dismiss ......................................... , .. 
Other .................................... : ................. .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

3 
1 
7 

18f 
1 

262f 
292f 

113 
9 

132 

4 
10 
14 

39 
12 
51 

5 

3 
tWTf 

500f 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-.!JlA 
Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Manner of dispositionl 

Appeal s 
Or! ginal 

Civil 
and juvenile 

Crl_inal and Adminfstrative 
agency 

j urisdi cti on 
(Interlocutory 

Appears) Total 
Cases di!>posed with opinion ............ 112 

postconviction re.edy 
53 25 

17 
8 

13 

Total 
"'TID 

147 
43 

123 

39 229 
Number of majority opinions •••••••••• 99 
Per curiam opinions •••••••••••••••••• 13 

31 
22 

38 185 
1 44 

Cases disposed without opinion ••••••••• 70 40 2 125 

Time interval data (average days) 

Appeals: 
filing to at issue ••••••••••••••••••• 
At issue to hearing •••••••••••••••••• 
Hearing to final closure ••••••••••••• 

Civil and juvenile 

244 

Crilllinal and postconv1ctlon 

315 

Ad.inistrat1ve agency 

203 
373 
131 

399 
181 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space· Not enough information Is known. The case category mayor 

may n~t be handled by the court. 
N/A. This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavai1ab~e. 

fBeglnning pending figure for ~he 1979 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Corrections were made based on an inventory of cases. 

338 
140 

jExplanation of data included In the category: 
Filed figures include cases added and cases transferred. 
YRA cases are juvenile delinquency cases filed under the Youth 

Rehabilitation Act. CPA cases involve dependent or neglected 
children petitions filed under the Child Protectlo~ Act. 

1 Sped al source 01' I '" I ~,,,"l 1 n tne aata: 
Figures on the manner of disposition were supplied by the clerk 

of the court during data veriflcatiijn. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report and The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report Appendix (Boise, 
Idaho). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been calculated where necessary, and additional information was 
supplied by the clerk of the court dUJ'lng data vefificatlon. 



248 
IDAHO DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
7 districts, 28 judges 

January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Chfld: 
Tort: 

Personal injury/property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
StIIan clai..-; " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DOMestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Support proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ather dOMestic relations: 

Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Informal estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Forma I estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••..••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship of minors ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship of incapacitated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••• , ................................................... . 

Appeal: 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Ci vil appea I .............................................. . 
Special proceeding appealJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ........................ . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Other complaints and petitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
All other special hearings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Felony--drug ................................................ . 
Felony--driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other felony .................................. , ............. . 

Total .................. " ..................................... . 
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanor--drug ........................................... . 
Other mi sdemeanor ........................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
OWl/DUI: 

Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ..................................................... . 

Tota I tra ffi c 

Juve.'lile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Youth Rehabilitation Act--other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Child Protection Act ....................................... .. 

Total juvenile 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

1,369f 
a 

448 
1 

1,225f 
1,674f 

9f 
1 

10f 

2 
2 
4 

14f 

211 
26f 

237 

65f 

4,510f 
43f 
~ 

7,912f 

157f 
99f 

92lf 
1,111f 

14f 
33f 
47f 

_-2if 

1,283f 

2f 

__ 2f 

4f 

Of 

1 

If 

9,200f 

Filed 

1,083 
3 

488 
1 

1,570 
2,059 

1 
a 
1 

3 
a 
3 
4 

258 
17 

275 

111 

4,769 
76 

4,8~5 

8,380 

274 
168 

2,310 
2,752 

19 
165 
184 

__ 9_1 

3,027 

15 
__ 1 

16 

a 
__ 2 

2 

11,425 

Disposed 

905 
1 

405 
o 

1,661 
2,066 

5 
o 
5 

1 
o 
1 
6 

246 
30 

276 

134 

3,898 
64 

3,962 

7,350 

281 
170 

2,230 
2,681 

23 
170 

2,230 
2,681 

2,926 

13 

1 

14 

0 

__ 2 

2 

10,292 

£nd 
pending 

1,547 
2 

531 
2 

1,134 
1,667 

5 
1 
6 

4 
2 
>5 

12 

223 
13 

236 

42 

5,381 
55 

5,436 

8,942 

---' 
,~160 

~~ 

97 
1,001 
1,248 

10 
26 
33 

--.1!!. 
l,3B4 

4 

2 

6 

0 

__ 1 

10.333 
1/ 

~ l' 
~" , 

11 
F \ I , 

n 
! 
'I 
! 

l 

Total tri al d 

Civil : 
Tort ......................... . 
SlNll claims ................. . 
DOMestic relations: 

Support/custody ••••••••••••• 
Adoption ................... . 
Other dOMestic relations •••• 

Total ...................... .. 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/\ntestate ••••• 
Guardianship/c~'servator
ship trusteeshi~ ••••••••••• 

Total ...................... .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case •• 
Extraordinary writs ••••••••••• 
Other ci vi I .................. . 

Tota 1 ci vii ................... . 

254 
1 

101 
o 

1,008 
1,109 

3 

1 
4 

136 
23 

1,461 
2,988 

Criminal: 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hisde~anor •••• c ••••••••• 

Appeal .................. . 
Total criminal ........... . 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUI ....... , .......... 
Other traffic violations • 

Total traffic ••••••••••••• 
Juvenile: 

Cri~inal-type offense •••• 
Non-offense •••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••• 5,087 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

1,936 
136 

16 
2,088 

11 
o 

11 

a 
a 
o 

Time interval data (average days) 

Days to dispostion: 
CriRrinal and traffic: 

Fi rst 
appearance 
to closure 

Cases disposed by 
dismissal............. 193 

Cases disposed by 
guilty plea ••••••••••• 115 

Cases disposed after 
trial and sentencing.. 199 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A trial is counted when it has officially begun (the jury is sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence). 

Also included with the trial data are cases closed at hearings. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

249 

Corrections were made to end pending figures for the 1979 court year based on an inventory of cases. This caused the beginning pending 
figures for the 1979 court year, computed from filed, disposed, and end pending figures, to be different from end pending figures reported 
for !978. 

hFlgures were computed: 
. Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
JExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 

Special proceeding appeals may include some juvenile appeals. 

Source: Administrative Office 9f the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report (Boise, Idaho). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that total s have been \\omputed where necessary. 
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IDAHO MAGISTRATES DIVISION Of DISTRICT COURTII 

Court of general jurisdiction 
7 districts. ~1 la~er magistrates and 25 non-la~er magistrates. 

Janua~ 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Personal injury/property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Do
Small Cilaill1Sl ................................................ .. 

.est creations: 
Support/custody: 

Support proceedi ngs ...................................... . 
Adoption .................................................. .. 
Other do.estic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... . 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Informal estate .......................................... . 
Formal estate ........................................... .. 

Total .................................................... .. 
Gu~rdiansh1p/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

uardianship of minors •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TGuardianshiP of incapacitated ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
otal ..................................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writs: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

Other complaints and petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
All other special hearings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total civil 
• ••••••••••••• l ..................................... . 

Criminlll d: 
"i sdemeanor: 

Misdemeanor--drug ........................................... . 
Other mi sdemeanor .......................................... .. 

Total 
Pr!!li .. i~~;; 'h~~;i~g;"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

~:l~~~==~~~~i~g·whii~·j~t~~i~~t~d····················· •••••••• 
Felony--al1 other ............................ . 

Total ........................................... . ... " .................................................... . 
Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
DlIl/DUI : 

Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated 
Juvenile--driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T t ......................... . 
Ot~e~lt;~ffi~·~i~l~ti~~~;······························ ••••••••• 

Traffj c--other than dri vi ng whil e i ntox1 cated ............... . 

Total traffi c ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-type offense: 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--drug ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .(1 ••••••• t •••••••••••••• f\. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-offense: 
Child Protection Act ........................................ . 

Total juvenfle .................................................. 

Grand total ............................................. ~ ....... . 

Begl nnl ng 
Filed pending 

605fh 608 
3,338fh 15,581 

1.909fh 3.112 
354fh 1,075 

3.070fh 7,978 
S,333fh 12.165 

2.874fh 2,641 
l,136fh 883 
4,010" 3,524 

317fh 212 
261fh 242 
578fh 454 

4,588fh 3,978 

25fh 150 

7,358fh 11,194 
329fh 706 

~fh 11.900 

21,576fh 44,382 

193fh 871 
4,346 fh 20,439 
4,539fh 21,310 

119fh 514 
44fh 321 

l,870h 4,864 
2.033fh 

~ 
6,572fh 27,009 

2,080fh 8,234 
3h 4 

2,083fh 8,238 

4,7?5fh 213.025 

6,808fh 221,263 

65fh 71 
2,512fh 7,452 
2,577h 7,523 

-illfh --lli 
2,848fh 8,001 

37,804fh 300,655 

Disposed EIld 
pending 

609 604 
14,546 4,373 

2,562 2,459 
1,064 365 

7,415 3,633 
11,041 6,457 

2,347 3,168 
1,083 936 
3,430 4,104 

263 266 
264 239 
527 505 

3,957 4,609 

108 67 

10,157 8,395 
650 385 

10.807 8.780 

41,068 24,890 

874 190 
19,194 5.591 
20,068 5,781 

514 119 
294 71 

4.725 2,009 
~ 2.199 

25.601 7.980 

7.781 2,533 
6 1 

7,787 2,534 

211.973 5.777 

219,760 8.311 

90 46 
7,143 2.821 
7.233 2.867 

-ill ~ 

7.700 3,149 

294,129 44,330 

r 
[ 

I 
Ii 
~' 

! 
1 

'1 

I 
I 

I 
II 
1 
I 

I 
i 
! 
! 

Tot~'1 trial d 

Civil: 
Tort .......................... 78 
Small claims .................. 9,416 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody............. 816 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••••• 980 
Other domestic relations •••• 6.265 

Total ........................ 8,061 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate ••••• 2,156 
Guardianship/conservator-
ship trusteeship ••••••••••• 460 

Total ........................ 2.616 
Extraordinary writs ••••••••••• 10 
Other civil ................ , .. 1,989 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••• 22,170 

Criminal: 
Misdemeanor •••••••.••••• 13.520 
Preliminary hearing ...... 1,748 

Total criminal ........... 15,268 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI •••••••••••••••••• 6,217 
Other traffic violations. 4,748 

Total traffic •••••••••••• 10,965 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense •••• 4,345 
Non-offense •••••••••••••• 353 

Total juvenile •••••••••••• 4.698 

Grand total •.••••••••••••••••• 53.101 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This c~se type is handled by the coupt. but the data are not available. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Time interval data (average days) 

Days to disposition: 
Criminal and trafficn: 

Cases disposed by 

Fi rst 
appearance 
to closure 

dismissal .............. 81 
Cases disposed by 
guilty plea.... ........ 23 

Cases di spo',:,' after 
trial and sentencing ••• 63 

251 

The Magistrates Division is a division of the District Court and its data are included in the general jurisdiction section of the summary tables 
in Part II of this report. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment. or complaint. 
A trial is counted when it is officially begun (the jury is sworn or there is an op!'ning statement or the introduction of any evidence). 

Also included with the trial data are cases closed at hearings. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the ~nd pending figure for the \979 court year: 

~orrections were made to end pending figures for the 1980 court year based on an ir.ventory of cases. This caused the beginning pending figures 
for the 1980 court year computed from filed. disposed, and end pending figures, to be different from end pending figures reported for 1979. 

hFlgures were computed: 
Beginning pending figures were computed from filing. disposition. and end pending data. 

nInformation on time inter'lal or age of pending caseload data: 
Criminal and traffic cases included in the time interval data include all criminal and traffic data except "juvenile--driving while intoxicated" 
case~. 

Source: Admi ni strati ve Offi ce of the Courts. The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual Report (Boi se. Idaho). Stati sti cs are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ILLINOIS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Death sentence. 
Other appeals provided by rule. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Discretional original jurisdiction in 
r~venue_ mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

-Appeals as a matter of right from 
Circuit Court when death sentence 
imposed and from Appellate Court 
when federal or st,lte constitutional 
question arises for the first time or 
on certificate by the Appellate COUI·!. 

-Other appeals from Circuit and 
Appellate Court as provided bv 
Supreme Court rule. • 

-Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Ability of Governor to serve or resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

APPELLA TE COURT 
(5 DISTRICTS) 
31 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals as a matter of right except 
In cases appealable directly to the 
Supreme Court or from judgmenl~ of 
acquittal in criminal cases. 

-Dired review of administrative actions 
as provided by law. 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
375 circuit and 281 associate circuit 
judges 
Jurisdiction: 

... ---------I-AII justiciable matters except where the 
Supreme Court has original and 
exclusiv(' jurisdiction or where the 
Supreme Court exercises discretionary 
original Jurisdiction. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

-ReView of administr,ltive action as 
provided by law. 

Court of 
1,1st resort 

Intermediatt> 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
gener"l 

jurisdictiun 

'J 

ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 jilstices 
January 1, 1979 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Application for leave to appeal allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[Rule 302(b)] allowed •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(1). 603] •••••••••••••••• 
Certificate of importance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Application for leave to appeal allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[Rule 302 (b)J allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(1). 603] •••••••••••••••• 
Certificate of importance (Rule 316) ••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Oeath penalty [Rule 603J ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial Commissiona [Rules 302(a)(2)] ••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ci vil : 
Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ••••• 
Original action motions allo~ed •••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••• 
Hi sce 11 aneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ••••• 
Original action motions allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hi sce 11 aneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matter: 

Attorney disciplinary .................... / •••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil: 

Petition of leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion •••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Petition for leave to appeal ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Petition for public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion •••••••• 

Tota 1 crir.li na 1 ........................................... . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petition for rehearil1g ..................................... .. 
Other matters: 

Other motions ............................................... . 

Total other proceedings 

Beglnn1 ng 
pending 

62 

11 
6 
3 

82 

43 

1 
2 
5 
3 

54 

36 
l72 

1 
0 
0 
1 

3 
1 
1 
5 

7 
13 

86 
1 

87 

101 
0 

101 
188 

2iiT 

373 

N/A 

--1Y.A 
N/A 

~anner of disposition 

1979 

Filed 

( 84)e 

LOll! 
4 
1 
5 ( 94)e 

( 46)e 

( Ole 
7 
1 

13 
21 ( 46)e 

73 
99 (14W 

42 
( 5)e 

11 
53 ( 5le 

30 
3).e 

15 
45 ( 3)e 

9 
107 ( 8le 

563 
34 

597 

537 
6 

543 
1.140 
1.247 ( 8le 

1.346 (148)e 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Full o'pinion ................ 219 
Supervisory orders •••••••••• 22 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A n This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

Dispose.d 

82 

17 
7 
3 

-109 

52 

1 
4 
6 
0 

63 

43 
215 

35 5)e 
3 

11 
49 5)e 

29 3)e 
3 

16 
48 3)e 

10 
107 8)e 

462 i ~l: 25 
487 ( 94)e 

481 ( 46le 
6 ( 0 e 

487 ~ 46t 974 140 e 
1.081 (148)e 

1.296 (148)e 

61 

1.517 

1,578 

End 
pending 

64 

4 
3 
1 

72 

37 

o 
5 
o 

16 
58 

66 
196 

3 
2 
0 
5 

0 
2 

6 
13 

103 
0 

103 

111 
0 

111 
214 

-m 

423 

N/A 

--1Y.A 
N/A 

253 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Pet-itions for leave to appeal. Rule 302(b) motions, and original action motions are counted as requests to appeal or original proceedings 

filings; when dp.nied, a disposition is counted; when granted. the case becomes an appeal or original proceeding, but a new filing is not 
counted. When the appeal or original proceeding is concluded, a disposition is counted. The granted petitions and motions are the 
numbers appearing in parentheses. 

Source: Adminfstretive Office of the Illinois Courts. 1979 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago. Illinois: Harch 1980). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT 
IlItel"1lledi ate appellate court 

5 districts, 31c judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnmng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,770 
Criminal.......... ••••••• •••••••••• ••••••• ••••••••• •••••••••• 2,082 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -~ 

Total cases ••• •••••••••••••• ••••••••• ........................... 3,852 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil 
W1thout opinion 

Filed 

5,732 

Disposed 

2,308 
2,352 
4,660 

4,660 

Wi thout opi n1 on 
Bl opinion Bl order or order 

Affirmed 589 
Total 
Br5" 

Bl o~inion 
47 
18 
56 

Bl order or order 
963 ................ 

Modified ................ 10 
Reversed ................ 103 
Affirmed in part and/or 

reversed in part ...... 163 
Reversed and remanded ... 327 
Remanded ................. 6 
Remanded with director 

for further proceeding 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••• 34 
Transferred •••••••••••• u 

Leave to appeal denied •• 
Confession of error ••••• 
other dispositions ...... 

Total ..................... 1,232 

226 
3 13 

30 133 

16 179 
64 1 392 
5 11 

2 2 
26 627 687 

18 18 
51 51 
0 0 
71 7 

370 706 2,308 

Manner of disposition 

Majority opinion ••••••••••• 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••• 
Rule 23 order •••••••••••••• 
Without opinion or order ••• 

Civil 
-X 

X 
X 

706 

74 
147 

8 

10 

860 

Criminal 
X 
X 
X 

349 

Time interval data (months) 

Under 

Total 
~ 

3m 
l,464ffi 
1,055 

9 
24 

50 
66 3 
11 

10 
20 272 

3 
3 
9 

491 
1,143 301 

Number of cases 

6 6 to 12 12 to 18 18 to 24 24 to 36 
months months months months 

Date of filing to date of disposition: 
Civil ......................................... 490 916 628 
Criminal ...................................... 464 756 812 

Date briefs filed to date of disposition: 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,198 569 82 
Criminal ••• ! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,682 341 32 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

cJudge information: ,> 

215 
267 

10 
2 

months 

49 
51 

3 
0 

Total 
1,1)fO 

27 
80 

124 
216 

19 

10 
302 

3 
3 
9 

49 
2,352 

Over 
36 

months 

10 
2 

0 
0 

k 
!n addition to the 31 regular judges, 3 retired judges and 10 circuit judges also served on this court by agreement during 1979. 

Add1tional information: • 
Of the 2,876 ci¥il appeals fiied, 37 were cases which were reinstated during 1979. 

1 
Of the 2,856 cri_inal appeals filed, 44 were cases which were reinstated during 1979. 

Special source or revision in the data: 

End 
pending 

2,338 
2,586 
4,924 

4,924 

Figures for the number of civil and criminal appeals disposed ~ithout opinion or order were supplied by the administrative office of the 
courts during rlata verification. 

mInformatioo on disposition type or trial data: 
There were 31 specially concurring, 121 dissenting, and 27 supplemental ooinlons f1led in the court. 
The 1,955 majority and per curiam opinions disposed of 2,092 cases. ' 
The 1,464 Rule 23 orders disposed of 370 civil and 1,143 criminal cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the su~reme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois: March, 1980). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been compute where necessary, and additional information was supplied 
by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

I 
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1 
I 

~ --~- --~~ 

ILLINOIS CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 circuits, 375 circuit and 281c associate judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Law $15,000 and under •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law over $15,000 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... • .. • .. •••• .... • .... ••• .. •• .. ••• 
Small claiMS .................................................. . 
Real property ri9hts: 

Eminent domain .............................................. . 
'i:quity: 

Chancery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Do.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................ ~ .................. . 

Other do.estic relations: 
Family .......................... • ........ • .. ••• ...... •• .. .. 

Total ........................................................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate .................................................. .. 

Mental health ......................................... ~ ....... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal af ad.inistrative agency case: 
Tax ....................................................... . 
MuniCipal corporations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.•.••. (" ...•.•.• , ..•.•.........• _, .•.•••••..••.•••... 11· 

Other civil: 
Miscellaneous remedies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ...................................................... . 

Cri_lnald: 
Felony ........................... • ... •• .. • .. • .. • .. ••• .. •• .. •• .. 
Misdemeanor: 

Misdemeanorsj ............................................... . 
Conservation violations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................................. " ................ . 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Parlcing: 

Parkin9 tickets in CooK County •••••••••••••••••••• • •• •••••••• 
Other trafiic violation: 

Traffic Violations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ...................... ••••• .. • .................... . 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •..•••••• "' •...••...••••••.••••••••.•••••••••••••.• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tria1 dm 

Jurl Non-Jurl Total 
Civil : 

N/A N/A Law $1,000 to $15,000 ••• 757 
Law over $15,000 ••••••• 1,075 N/A N/A 

Total ........................ 1,832 N/A N/A 
CriMinal (felony)m ••••••• 1,348 2,434 3,782 

Total •••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 3,180 N/A N/A 

Beg1nnl n9 
pending 

81,438 
80,281 

161,719 
48,236 

1,088 

26,347 

43,374 

27,723f 
71,097f 

89,516h 
1,525 

135,532 
542 

136,074 

8,835 

544,437f 

21,724 

71,214fi 
N/A 

71,214fi 

~ 

92,938fi 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

16,278 

653,653fi 

Time interval data 

Fi 1edj Disposed 

176,693 166,600 
42,536 37,936 

219,229 204,536 
180,486 176,762 

648 638 

25,358 37.924 

71,376 74,318 

32,999 30,015 
104,375 104,333 

32,530 35,113 
9,243 9,386 

93,427 82,115 
164 184 

93,591 82,299 

7,128 7,679 

672,588 658,670 

37.722 3!i,312 

457,989 434,179 
1,449 10,171 

469,438 444,350 
74,816 67,872 

581,976 547,534 

4,189,821 1,371,624 

2,572,270 2,460,398 

6,762,091 3,832,022 

30,326 29,679 

8,046,981 5,067,905 

Criminal (felony) dispositionsm 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••. -.11" •••• •••••••• 
Acqu1 tta 1 •••••••••• c. •••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acqu1 tta 1 ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Plea of guilty •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Convicted of included mi sdemeanorm .... 
Discharged at prel1minary hearfng ••••• 
Other reduced or dismissed •••••••••••• 
Found unfit to stand trial •••••••••••• 

Fe10nl 

1,004 
344 

1,412 
1,022 

20,161 
314 

18,986 
16,676 

189 

255 

EIld 
pendingk 

90,0769 
85,2239 

175,2999 
47,0449 

1,1389 

34,3099 

37,5019 

28,2099 
65,7109 

86,933 
1,916Q 

146,6559 
5179 

147,1729 

6,1329 

565,6539 

19,3999 

124,8769i 
N/A . 

124,87691 

~ 

144,2759i 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

16,8779 

726,8059i 

Under lito 1-1/2 1-1/2 to 2 2 to 2-1/2 2-1/2 to 3 3 to 3-1/2 3-1/2 to 4 Over 4 Average time 
_.,.l!!!!:..... years lears years lears years lears ~ elapsed month~ 

Cases terminated by verdict: 
Law •••••••••••••••••• ' •• ••••• 217 231 226 172 119 129 187 551 34.1 

(continued on next page) 
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256 Illinois Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A : This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
Associate judges may near all matters except cri.inal trials in which the defendant is charged with an offense punishable by n~re than 

imprisonment. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count for caseload data is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. The criminal unit of count for 

trial and type of disposition dijta is the number of defendants. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures were adjusted by reason of a physical inventory. 

hFigure was computed: 
. The beginning pending figure for probate was calculated from filed, disposed, and end pending figures given in the annual report. 
10ata are not complete: 

Misdemeanors and grand total pending figures do not include data for non-suburban Cook County, or any conserv~tion violations. The end pandi 
figures do include misdemeanors pending in the City of Chicago. 

Criminal total pendings do not include pending cases for conservation violations, or ordinance violations. 
not include misde.eanors pending in the City of Chicago. :fhe begi nni ng pendi ng fi gure doe~ 

. Grand total pendings do not include pending cases for conservation violations, ordinance violations, and traffic cases. 
JExplanation of data in the category: 

Filed includes cases that have been reinstated and transferred in and transferred out of the court's jUrisdiction. Cases reinstated or 
transferred in are added to the original filings, while cases transferred out are subtracted. Postjud~nent and posttermination matters are 
not included. \ 

Misdemeanor cases include ordinance violations, conservation violations and preliminary hearings in felony cases in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County. 

i. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Crillinal trials and cri.inal dispos"itions are for felony cases only. Trials in which the' defendant was found guilty of a reduced charge were' 

not included in the trial data, but are Included in the total "convicted of included misdemeanor" figure. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1979 Annual Report of the Susreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois: March, 1980). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been compute Where necessary. 
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INDIANA COURT SYSTElVf, 1979 

Civil if a[ount Is 
greater than $50. 

Criminal if sentence is 
greater than 50 years. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 iustices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. Criminal 

appeals with minimum penalty greater 
than 10 years. Civil appeals if amount 
in controversy is greater than $50. 

- Constitutionality of state or feder,·1 
statute and habeas corpus appeals. 
arising out of criminal. extradition. 
or mental health proceedings. 

- Original jurisdiction over admission 
to the bar, practice of law, attorney 
discipline, and disbarment; judicial 
discipline, removal, and retirement. 

- I 
I 

COURT OF APPEALS (4) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals not heard 

by Supreme Court. 
- Reviews final decisions of adminis

trative agencies. 

j 

SUPERIOR COURT (71) CIRCUIT COURT (92) 
90 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-law, equity. Domestic relations 

86 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- law, eqUity. 

and small claims in some areas. 
-Felonies, misdemeanors, preliminary' 
hearings, Some minor criminal. 

- Domestic relations and probate (except 
Marion and Lake Counties). 

- Felonies. misdemeanors. preliminary 
hearings, some minor criminal. -Juvenile in some counties. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (71) 
65 judges 
Juri~dlction: 
-Contract and tort under 
$3,000, possessory actions 
between landlord and tenant 
where rent docs not exceed 
$500 per month, small claims. 
-Misdem~·anor, traffic, local 
ordinance violations, criminal 
with fine under $1,000 or 
sentence less than 1 ye,H. 

Jury trials. 

CITY COURT (50) 
SO judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
-Civil action under $SOO 
(varies to $2,500). 

-Mlsderneanors with fine less 
than $500 and senlence less 
than (> months. 

-City ordinance vloh\lol1s. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

PROBA TE COURT (2) 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Marion and St. Joseph 
Counties. 

-Exclusive jurisdiction in 
probate, adoptions, and 
guardianship. 

-Juvenile. 

Jury trials In probate. 

TOWN COURT (20) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Ordinance violati0l15, mis
demeanors with fine less than 
$SOO and/or sentence less 
than 6 months. 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
OF MARION 
COUNTY 
15 judges 
Jurisdictinn. 
-Law cases under $12,500. 
landlord and tenant. 

-Misdemeanor. ordinance 
violations, and traffic with 
fine less than $1,000 and/or 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

jury trials. 

. SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT OF MARION 
COUNTY (8) 
61udges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil contract, tort, 
possession of property, and 
landlord and tenant, under 
$1.500. 

-Surety of the peaCe 
proceedings. 

No lur~.trlals. 

Courtof 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

257 



258 INDIANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
Janua~ I, 1979 to December 31, 

Beglnmng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Direct appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil after petitiJns to transfer granted ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal after petitions to transfer granted ••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
lirits ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary ~tter: 

Disciplinary cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil petitions to transfer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal petitions tQ transfer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••• · ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Petitions for extension of time •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Special judge matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hearing officers in disciplinary matters ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings 

x 
X 
X 

--r 

X 
0 
X 

X 
X 

0 
X 
X 

-X 

1091 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Hanner of disposition 

1979 

Original 
jurisdiction 

Majority opinion •• ) ••••••••••• 241 20 

Filed 

X 
59 
X 

X 
X 

209 
X 
X 

-X--

604h( 27)ei 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Dfsciplinary 

1m 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

,X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

210 
21 
10 

20 
59k 
79 

6 
85 

182 f 2T 96 N/A e 
278 ( 27)ei 
3ii3 ( 27)lli 

504 

589 
664 

21 

1,274 

Total 

262m 

27)ei 

End 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
0 
:t 

X 
X 

0 
X 
X --r 

109 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

eCases not included In the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as dispositions until the appeal f~ disposed; the filing of the resulting appeal is not 

counted as a new fil i ng. Thllse granted requests to appeal cases are the numbers appear; ng in the parentheses. 
hFi gure was computed: r ~ 

i 
Total filing figure was comput~';"'from total disposition and pending data. 

Data al'e not complete: 
The number of cri_inal petitions to transfer granted was not available, and is therefore hot included in the total appeals ffled, total 

cases ffled figures, requests to appeal c!isposed, total other cases disposed, or total cas'e's disposed. 
kAdditiona1 information: 

The writs were disposed as follows: 27 were denied; 22 were granted; In were dismissed. 
1Special source or revision in the data: 

The beginning pending total cases figure was obtained from the 1979 annual report where it was given as the end pending figure for the 
1978 court year. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
There were 4 concurring opinions and 44 dissenting opinions., 
In addition to the one majority opinion written in a disciplinary case, five per curiam opir.ions were also written. 

~-::::::...-.: 

Source: Division of State Court Administrati on, 1979 Indiana Jlldi cia1 Report (lndi anapol is, Ind! ~.Ila). stat! sti cs are from the annual report 
c'xcept that totals have been computed where necessary. 

r: 
1 ' 

INDIANA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

4 districts, 12 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 

259 

1979 \ 
1 

=====-~======~==~====~=====a======~~am~--.a~~B~e~glr.n~n~1~nj~.a=-==--~F-I1ae~dTJ--~~~--~D~iS-p-o-se=d==-==*===caa~E~n~d~~. 
pendi ng pendi ngJ 

cal:~~als: 
, Civ;] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

X 
472 
433 

X 
X 

X 
X r Criminal .................................................... . 

I Other appeals: 

i 
! 
j 
I. 

I 
I 

Expedi ted cases ........................................... . 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions to dismiss/affirm •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions, petitions for time, and miscellaneous orders 

handed down •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••• '" ........................................... . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion (majority) •••••••••••• 1,108 
Order ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
---sur 

801 

32f 

-Ef 

32f 

Boldface headings indicate the c1assifjcations used by the CSIM project. 

36 
-m 

941 

150 

3,418 
3,568 

3,568 

X 
T,142" 

1,142 

142 

3,418 
3,560 

3,560 

Age of pending case10ad (months) 

Less than 3 months ••••••••••••••••• 158 
Between 3'and 6 months ••••••••••••• 102 
Between 6 and 9 months ••••••••••••• 70 
Between 9 and 12 months •••••••••••• 75 
Over 12 months ••••••••••••••••••••• 195 

Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pendin~ figure for the 1978 court year: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExp1anation of data included in the category: 

File'" cases are "fully briefed cases" forwarded to the court by the clerk's office. 
Pending cases are "fully briefed cases" that have been filed but not disposed. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
There were a total of 149 concurring and dissenting opinions filed in addition to the 1,108 majority opinions. 

X 
ornr 

600 

40 

40 

40 

Source: Division of State lourt Administration, 1979 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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INDIANA SUPERIOR COURT AND CIRCUIT COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

71 courts, 90 judges; 92 circuits, 88 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal (County Court function)k •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed criminal (County Court function)k ••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal--adult offenses against juveniles ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... , •• 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal ................................................... .. 
Redocketed criminal ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Preliminary hearing: . 

Other (County Court function)Jk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other crillinal: 

Otherj ..................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Nonfelony traffic (County Court function)k ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juveni Ie 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Begl nm n9 Filed pending 

14,078fh 38,360 

37,419fh 49, M\ 

17,037fh 27, ~~ 
54,456fh 77,103 

30,215fh 3,754 

42, 369fh 17 ,320 
72,584fh 21,:174 

7l,466fh 52,.336 
20,066fh 14,765 

14fh 15 
8,402fh 17,681 

99,948fh 84,797 

241,066fh 221,334 

8,189fh 19,511 
125fh '763 

15fh 60 
8,329fh 20,334 

17,081fh 16,094 
1,415fh 2,085 

18,496fh 18,179 

218fh 2,478 

5.444fh 10,047 

32,487fh 51,038 

9,254fh 96,896 

9,254fh 96,896 

13,597fh 19,459 

296,404fh 388,727k 

Disposed End 
pending 

33,972 18,466 

50,854 35,679 
26,969 18,057 
77 ,823 53,736 

3,334 30,635 

16,575 43,114 
19,909 73,749 

53,011 70,791 
13,836 20,995 

22 7 
13,277 12,806 
80.146 104.599 

211,850 250,550 

J.6,710 10,990 
733 155 

29 46 
17,472 11,191 

16,302 16,873 
2,164 1,336 

18,466 18,209 

1,963 733 

10,103 ~~ 

48,009 35,516 

95,547 10,603 

95,547 10,603 

17,881 15,175 

373,287 311,844 

Jury ••••••••••••• 
Non-jury ....... .. 

Total ............ . 

Trial d 

Superior and Circuit Court 
Redocketed 

civil_ Dissolution 

31,586 
31,5B6 

Civil plenary 
752 

11,622 
12,374 

5,301 
5,301 

Criminal 
932 

1,404 
2,336 

Otherm Tota I 
"l2f 1,811 

48,693 98,606 
48,820 100,417 

countf Court function Redocketed 
Dissolution S.all Calms elVl1 plenary 

6,145 
6,145 

Jury ........... .. 
Non-jury ....... .. 

Total ........... .. 
Total tri al s ...... . 31,586 6,145 

Type of disposition 

Superior and 
Circuit Court 

Dismissed ••••••••••• 55,315 
Guilty plea ••••••••• 10,847 
Default ••••••••••••• 18,449 
Settled ••••••••••••• 12,798 
Closed •••••••••••••• 6,011 
Transferred ••••••••• 1,393 
Venued out •••••••••• 5,349 
Traffic Violations 

8ureau •••••••••••• 0 
Failure to appear ••• 0 
Other ••••••••••••••• 484 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

County 
Court 

function 
20,351 
34,943 
14,782 
5,359 

239 
71 

58,805 
3,368 
2,306 

1 
842 
843 

13,217 

Total 
75,666 
45,790 
33,231 
18,157 
6,011 
1,632 
5,420 

58,805 
~,368 
2,790 

ci vil Criminal Traffic 
39 

7,871 2,756 3,406 
7,871 2,795 3,406 

13,172 5,131 
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Otherm Total 
-zg ---w 

901 21,921 
930 21,990 

49,751) 122,407 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
In 1979, the Criminal Court of Marion County and the Juvenile Court of Marion County were made a part of the Superior Court. Their data, 

which -in previous years were reported on separate profiles, are included in this profile. AS a result, these data are not comparable with 
data for the Circuit Court and Superior Court for previous years. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit af count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

, A trial is counted if tried to verdict 'or decision. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as calculated from data given in the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

h 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Figure was computed: 
Begi nlli ng pendi ng fl gures were cal cuI ated from fil i og, di spositi on, and end pendi ng data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: ' 
"Other" includes all matters adjudicated in the court that have not been specifically listed. These include probable cause hearings, 

petitions for writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, waiver hearings, and informal juvenile hearings. It was determined from 
the data that many of these were probable cause cases when handled as a County Court function. The "other" c,~tegory cases are I isted as 
other criminal for the regular functions of the court. 

KAdditional information: 
Case 'categories identified as "county court function" are cases that were handled by the Superior Court or Circuit Court, but are normally 

handled by the County Court. 
Cases ffled include 459 cases "venued in". 

mInformation an dispOSition type or trial data: 
"Other" trials include data far trials in estate, juvenile, preliMinary hearing. and ather criMinal cases. 

Source: Division af State Court Administration, 1979 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computijd where necessary. 
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INDIANA PROBATE COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
1 courtb, 1 jud3e 

January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

~!J~~k~~:~a~rv{i""""""""""""""""""" •••••••• 
Total ..•.....•........•.•..•...•.••....•........•. 

Estate: ............. '" ..... '" '".- ............................ '" ...... '" 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Ot~~~r~!:~~:! p ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate/adopti on .......................................... . 
~~;~lci~ii"""""'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

'" ................... '" ••••••••••••••• f, •••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ........................... '" ........................ . 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ............ '" .................. ... ,'" .............. . 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Trial d 

Civil .................. ~ 
Juvenile ............... 3 

Total................... 5 

Non-j!IJ:Y 
190 

4,852 
5,048 

Total 
!98 
4,855 
5,053 

Boldfa:e headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

bparticular co~rt or reporting system information: 
d The court IS located in St. Joseph County. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is countee ~ith the filing of a petition or complaint. 

h . A trial is counted if tried to '/erdict or decision. 
FIgure was computed: 

Begl nm ng 
Filed Disposed pending 

4631 710 600 01 0 0 
4631 710 600 

4,7111 1,111 957 

4,4511 3,982 3,908 
9,1621 5,093 4.865 
~l ~ --Z.Q§. 

10.4511 6.399 6.171 

1.0081 1.392 1.145 

11.4591 7.791k 7.316 

Civil and juvenile dispositions 

Di smi:ssed .......................... 357 
Settled ............. ............... 248 
Closed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.657 
Venued out ......................... 1 

KA dEn~ pend!ng fi gure was computed from the fil ing. di sposition and beginning pendi ng data. 
rl itlonal Information: ' 

lOne of the filed cases was "venued in" 
Special source or revision in the data: 

The beginning pending figures were taken from the 1978 annual report where they are given as end pending figures for that court year. 

End 
pending 

4.865h 

4.525h 
9.390h 

-ill.h 

1O.679h , 

1.255h r 

11. 934h 

Source: Division of State Court Administration. 1978. 1979 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). St ti i 
reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. - a st cs are from the annual 

r 
" INDIANA COUNTY COURT 
f: Court of limited jurisdiction 

I

, 71 courts, 65 judges 
l January I, 1979 to December 31, 

i==~~~~~~~ __ ~~ __ ==~~ 
i ____ ~--------__ ---------.--------------------------__ --~~~----------------------------------------______ ~~~~ 
/ Civild: 

Small clail!lS .................................................. . 
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1979 

Beglnnl ng Filed Disposed End 
pending pending 

20.502fh 64,586 51.416 23.772 
Other chil: 

Plenary proceedings ........................................ .. 
Redocketed ci vil ............................................ . 

Total ........................................................ .. 

2. 546fh 4.478 3.392 3.632 
15.904fh 21,014 15.412 21.506 
18,450fh 25.492 18.804 25.138 

Total ci vil 38.952fh 90.178 80.220 48.910 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Redocketed criminal ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

12.717fh 43.090 36.908 18.899 
Hl7fh 765 641 311 

12.904fh 43.855 37.549 19,210 
Prelimioary hearing: 

OtherJ ...................................................... . 356fh ~ 3,288 436 

Total criminal 13.260fh 47.223 40.837 19.646 

Traffic: 
I Other traffic violation: 

i ,::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 37,826fh 178.336 168,970 47.192 

37.826fh 178.336 168.970 47.192 

90.038fh 315.737k 290.027 115.748 

I 
lj 1 

!~ 
~ 
{I 
!i 

Civil : 
Small clailllS ......... . 
Plenary proceeding •••• 
Redocketed ci vi 1 •••••• 

Total ................. . 
Criminal .............. .. 
Traffic ............... .. 
Otherm .................. . 

Total ................... . 

Trial d 

Jury 

22 
o 

22 
141 

o 
75 

238 

Non-jury 

12.632 
651 

6,168 
19.461 
4.005 
5.913 
2.749 

32.128 

Total 

12.532 
683 

6,168 
19.483 
4.146 
5.913 
2.824 

32.356 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

T~pe of disposition 

Plea •••••••••••••••• Q •••••••••• 

Di smissed ...... ' ................ 
Default ........................ 
Traffic Violations Bureau ...... 
Settled ........................ 
Fa il ed to appear ............... 
Transferred out ......... .,. ...... 
Venued out ...................... 
Other .......................... 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments. or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBe9inning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 r.ourt year: 
Figures are given as calculated from data contained in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filings. dispositions. and end pending data. 

76.142 
40.159 
24.326 
93.549 
14.027 
6.150 
2.019 

414 
875 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" category inc1 udes all matters adjudl cated in the court that have not been specifi cally 1 i sted. These incl ude probabl e cause 

hearings. petitions for writs of habeas corpus. commitment proceedings. and waiver hearings. It was determined from the data that many of 
these were probable cause cases in the County Courts. 

KAdditional information: 
Three-hundred-one of the fil ed cases were "venued in." 

mInformation on disposition type or t,'ial data: 
"Other" trials include data for trials in traffic and preliminary hearing cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1979 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). 'Statistic$ are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF KARION COUNTY. INDIANA 

COYrt of li~lted jurisdiction 
1 court. 11 full-tine and 4 part-tiae judges 

January 1. 1979 to ~cenber 31. 1979 

ctvnd : 
law: 

Ci ..,i1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

C,.f.tM-ld: 
It; s4eaeanor: 

Crillllnal .................................................... . 
Redocketed criminal ......................................... . 

Total ......................................................... . 

Total criminal 

T,..ffic: 
Othtr traffic yiolation: 

Nonfe10ny trilfflc .......................................... .. 

Totlt1' traffi c 

GNnd· total 

Beglnnlng Filed pending 

4,9B9fh 12,166 
75Sfh 8,966 

5,744fh 21,132 

5,744fh 21,132 

21, 719fh 45,563 
0 8 

21,719fh 45,571 

21,719fh 45,571 

48,957fh 100,702 

48,957fh 100,702 

76,420fh 167,405 

~ disposition 

Ciyil .................... J!l7 
Cri';lIa 1 ................. 69 
Traffic ................. . 
Unspecified •••••••••••••• 15 

Total' ..................... 138 

Non-jury 
5,388 
6,932 
7.391 

93 
19,804 

Total 
'S";'m' 
7,001 
7,391 

108 
19,942 

'&oldflce headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

dCiSe definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Guilty plea .................... 
Dismissed ...................... 
Default ......................... 
Traffic Violations Bureau ...... 
Settled .. .. " .. ~ .......... " .... " .. " " " ...... " " .. 
Transferred out ................ 
Venued out ..................... 
Other .......................... 

The· cril1\l~a1 case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
~ trtal is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

flllghning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are given as ca1culat~d from data contained in the annual report. 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
• Figures are as reported-in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Be~inning pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

kA4d,itlonal information: 
Fhe. of the filed cases were "venlied in." 

End 
pending Disposed 

12,435 4,720 
2,366 
~ 

7,355 
19,790 

19,790 7,086 

34,569 32,7P 
8 0 

34,577 32,713 

34,577 32,713 

90,214 59,445 

90,214 59,445 

144,581 99,244 

48,083 
40,613 
6,668 

23,946 
1,995 

12 
56 

3,266 

Source.: Division of State Court Administration, 1979 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary·. 

INDIANA CITY COURT 
Court of li.tted jurisdiction 

50 courts. 50 judges 
Jlnu~ 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31. 1979 

There were no data for cases handled in the Ctty Court for 1979. 

INDIANA TOWN COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

20 courts. 20 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Decelber 31, 1979 

There were no data for cases handled In the Town Court for 1979. 

SHALL CLAIMS COURT uf MARION COUNTY. INDIANA 
Court of li~lted jurisdiction 

8 courts. 8 judges 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

There were no data for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for 1979. 
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IOWA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as of right in all cases from 

District Court ex~ept real estate 
under $1,000 or decisions on small 
claims appeals. 

1/ 
~--------------~~ 

COURT OF APPEALS* 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals and original proceedings 

transferred by the Supreme Court 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
92, judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General and original civil, probate • 
- General and original criminal. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury trial~. 

In~lcates route of appeal. 

Indicates transfer of cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13 district associate judges 
17 regular full-time magistrates 
9 substitute full-time magistrates 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $3,000 or less, small 

claims $1,000 or less. Forcible entry 
and detainer except title to property. 

- Misdemeanors, indictable misde
meanors, non-indictable misde
meanors, including traffic and 
ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings. 

• Juvenile. 

Six-person jury trials in simple mis
demeanor (non-indictable) cases. 

No jury trials in small claims. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
166 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims $1,000 or less. Forcible 

entry and detainer except title to 
property. 

- Non-indictable misdemeanor including 
traffic and ordinance violations (fine 
not to exceed $100 or sentence not 
to excee.d 30 days imprisonment). 

No jury trials in small claims. 
Jury trials in criminal cases. 

'Court of App~als began hearing oral arguments and deciding cases In January, 1977. 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 
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IOWA SUPREME COURT 

Court of 1 ast resort 
9 justices 

January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnnl ng End i 
i Fil ed Di sposed - , ~ __________________ , ______________________________ ~ __ ~p~e~n~d~n~gL-______________________________ ~ ________________ pending 1 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vil : 
Contracts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contested child custody •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations not involving child custody ••••••••••••• 
Property .................................................. . 
Taxation .................................................. . 
Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trust, estates, wills •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ottler •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Direct appeals from final judgments in civil cases ••••••••• 
Writ of certiorari granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interlocutory appeal granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disposition by order or other mode prior to formal 

submission to the court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Criminal: 
Guilty plea only ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea and sentencing only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ..................................................... . 
Direct appeals from final judgments in criminal cases •••••• 
Writ of certiorari granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disposition by order or other mode prior to formal 

submission to the court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................................................... . 

Postconviction remedy: 
Postconviction relief •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of ad.inistrative agency case: 
Administrative law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Ori9inal proceedings: 

Disciplinary: 
Lawyer disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Request to appeal: 
Chil: 

Petition for writ of certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for permission to appeal interlocutory ruling ••• 
Petition for discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Crilliinal: 

Petition for writ of certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... . 

Sentence review only: 
SentenCing only ............................................ . 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases .................................................... . 

Other matters: 
Rehearing requests: 

Application for further review ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions and orders ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ......................................................... .. 

Manner of dispOSition 

f.iv1ll11 Cri.inal ll Disci~linarl 
Signed opinion .................. 192T" 741 
Per curiam.... ................. 101 71 0 
Total opinion ••••••••••••••••• 202 81 7 

Dismisseq by order ••••••••••••• X X X 

Status of pending caseload 

Chil· 
In work ........................ """4"85 
Ready.......................... 95 
Assigned to justices 

for submission ••••••••••••••• 19 
Out to justices (submitted) .... 19 

Cri.inal lll 

294 
30 

11 
15 

Total 
7f9 

125 

30 
34 

Total 
27'31 

171 
290 
117 

X/ 
1, 
·X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X -----x-

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X -----x-

880 

191 
__ 0 

19 

)( 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

(X)e 
(X)e 

1,0021 (x)e 

X 
X 
X 

(x)e 

4931 (x)e 

12 

r) 
1, b7 (26)e 

(j) 

X 
X 
X 
X 

(j) 
(j) 
(j) 
(j) 

(j l 
(j) 

1,.507 (2W 

N/A 
3,024 

N/A 

Si9ned or per curiam opinion: l 
Affirmed ....................... 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed Court of Appeals •••••• 
Combinatton or modification •••• 
Lawyer license suspended ••••••• 
Other ••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Without opinion: 
Transferred to Court 

of Appeals ••••••••••••••••••• 
Consolidations ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal or withdrawal prior 

to submission •••••••••••••••• 
, Other di smi ssal . ~ ........... ,.,. 

39 
9 
8 

13 
5 

33 
5 

28 

625k 
765 

2 
3 

62 

281k 
34a 

8 

54 
1,175 

7 

37 
98 
20 

155 

10 
49 

(Xr (X e 
(x)e 

(X)e 
(x)e 

59 (Xr 
214 (26 e 

14 
235 (26)1! 

1,410 (26)e 

144 
3,024 

3,168 

Disposition of cases l 

Civil ll Crillinal lll Total 

90 52 142 
66 15 81 
9 4 13 

28 6 34 

16 4 20 

263 114 377 
11 9 20 

0 49 2~9 
129 92 221 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
--X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

9689 

N/A 
0 

N/A 

Disci [!li narl 

7 
0 

0 

0 
0 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

ij 

1

1,--------
Time interval datal (average months) 

Clv;l" Priority civi1 n Criminal n All 
Notice of appeal to readiness •••••••••• 7.5 4.6 8.2 ~ 
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Readiness to submission •••••••••••••••• 3.4 2.3 2.7 3.1 
Submission to filing of decision ••••••• 2.0 1.7 1.7 1.9 
Notice of appeal to decision ••••••••••• 12.9 8.6 12.6 12.4 
Ready for submission to opinion •••••••• 8.3 4.1 4.2 6.5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The date for this case type are known to·be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for writ of certiorari and petitions for permission to appeal interlocutory ruling when granted are not counted as a disposition. 

The resulting appeal is not counted as a new filing, and is counted as a disposition only when the appeal is disposed. These granted 
petitions are the num~ers appearing in the parentheses. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
lData are not complete: 
. Total appeals pending data do not inclUde civil appeals, postconviction remedy, or appeal of administrative agency cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil appeals disposed an~ pending figures include direct civil appeals, original proceedings, and requests to appeal arising out of civil 
cases. Disciplinary cases are included in civil appeals under filed and pending. 

Criminal appeals di~posed and pending figures include both direct criminal appeals and original proceedin9s arising out of criminll cases. 
kAdditional information: " 

Cases transferred to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court are not included in cases listed as disposed prior to formal submission to the 
court. 

1Special source or revision in the data: 
Figures for the number of appeals filed, the number of civil and criminal opinions written and their content5. and time interval data were 

supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The civil category for manner of disposition, disposition of cases, and status of pending cas~s data includes civil appeals, postconviction 
relief, and appeal of administrative agency cases. 

The criminal category for manner of disposition, disposition of cases, and status of pending cases data includes criminal appeals and 
sentence review only cases. 

In addition to the 290 majority opinions, there were also 36 dissents and 30 concurences filed. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Priority civil inclUdes postconviction relief and contested child custody cases. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1978 Annual Statistical Report (Des MOines, Iowa: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary, and addltiona1 information was supplied by the clerk of the 
court during data verification. 
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I~A COURT OF APPEALS 

Interwediate appellate court 
5 judges 

January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

i 

I 
I 
I 

Begl nm ng End I 
________________________________ ~ __________________ ~p~e~n~dl~-n~g~ _____________ F_il_e_d _____________ O_iS_p_o_se_d ____________ ~p~e~nd~1 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Contracts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contested chil d custody .................................... . 
Domestic relations not involving child custody ••••••••••••• 
Property .................................................. . 
Taxation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort ...................................................... . 
Trust. estates. wills •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DisPQsition by order ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 J ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• 
Criminal: 

Guilty plea only ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea and sentencing only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TotalJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

4a.:i 

X 
X 
X 

300 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

26li 

X 
X 
X 

11~ 

47 
35 
76 
~l 
2 

25 
13 
17 
2 

238 

11 
0 

100 
111 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

5~9j 
X 
X 
X 

249j 

Postconviction relief •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agenc,Y case: 

Administrative law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(j) 

-% 
(j) 

-#b 
8 

13 
---r7rr 

(j) 

--4kj 
Other cases: 

Sentence review only: 
Sentencing only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

--Ht 
78 

-Ht g 
---9 

377 ::179 

Manner of disposition Disposition of cases 

Cfvll 11 

Signed opinion •••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••••• 1711 

Crilllinall!! 
351 
851 

120 

Total 
~ 

256 
377 

2 

Signed a?d per curiam opinion: 
Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 257
1 01 

Reversed ••••••••• , ••••••• 0 ••••••• 

Dismissal by order ••••••••••• ,. 2 Combination or modification •••••• 

Time interval data (average months) 

Civil n Priority civiln 

Ready for SUbmission to opinion ........ 5.2 4.2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

4.5 

X = The data for thi s c",~e ,type are known to be i nc1 uded in the total but were not ava 11 able by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Data are as reported in the annual rp,ort. 

jExp1anation of data included in the cateyory: 
Civil appeals filed and pending include administrative law and postconviction relief cases. 
Cri.inal appeals filed and pending include sentence re¥iew only cases. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: 

4.9 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
)( 

235 
70 
72 

The number of civil and cri.ina1 opinions written and the number dismissed hl order were supplied 'by the clerk of the court during data 
verification. 

mInformatfon on disposition type or trial data: 
The civil category for manner of disposition and disposition of cases data includes civil appeals. postconviction relief. and appeal of 

adBinistrative agenc~ cases. 
The cri.inal category for manner of disposition and disposition of cases data includes cri.inal appeal and sentence review only cases. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Priority civil includes post conviction relief and contested child custody cases. 

769 

Source: Court Administrator of the JUdicial Department. 1979 Annual Statistical Re~ort (Bes Moines. Iowa: 1980). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and a ditional information were supplied by the clerk of the court 
during data verification. 
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IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 dfstrfctsC 

January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Small claims: -
Small claims (associate judges and regular 

magistrates assigned) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~ma 11 cl a1ms (substitute and part-time magi strates as,si gned) • 
Sma1} clalms (docket maintained by the c1~rk) ...... " ....... .. 

n~~at1i "'1" ·i· .... • .. •• ....................................... . 
"",,,,,5 C re at ons: 

Other dOMestic relations: 
Esta~:~ination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Esta~1l openedk ............................................ . 

Guardi~nship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship and conservatorship openedk ••••••••••••••••••• 
TT[u~teeships openedk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tot~la ..................................................... .. 
Other c1;1i; .. •• .. • ............ •• .......... ••••• .. • .... • .. • .... • 

Regular civil (district judges) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Regular civil (associate judges. SUbstitute and 

Tot~~gu1ar magistrates) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• e ••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crll11inald: 

Felony: 
Hi:~~~:~o~~iminal {district judges)jk ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Regular criminal {associate judges and reguhr 
full:-time and substitute judicial magistrates)jk .......... . 

T~~n{ndictable statek •••• ., .................................. . 
prel~mi~~~;' h~~~i~;;"" ;1 •...................................... 

Pre!irfnary examinatiorij (associate jl!dges and regular 
m g strates) ...... ,0 ................................... . 

Preli~inary examfnatt~n" /substitute and part-time .. . 
T maglStrates) ............................................... . 

O °dtia1 .... i .. l···t·i····· .... •• .... • .... ••••••• .... • .. •• .. ····." .. . r nance v 0 a ons: 
Nonindictuble ordinancek ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violations: 

NoNon~ nddii c
t
ta

b
b
l
1 esta~ek •• k ...................................... . 

nln cae ordlnance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 tra fff c .................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Other juvenile: 
Juvenile (district judges) 
Juvenile (associate judges ~~d·;~g~i~;·~~g;~t;~t~~j':::::::::: 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total jUvenile .................................................. 
Grand total ............... ,. .......................................... . 

ChH.: 
Sun claiti ........ 
EstAte.............. 5 
other civil......... 469 

Total ................ 474 
Cri.inal: 

Felony... ........... 611 
Misde.eilnor ••••••••• 332 
Ordfnancli!. violation. 45 

Total •••••••••••••••• 988 
Traffic: 

Other trilffic I 
violation ••••••••• 242 

Grand total •••••••••••• 1.704 

Tria'id 

Non-Jurl Total 

13.609 13,609 
252 257 

5,859 6.328 
19,720 20.194 

1.151 1.762 
4,387 4,719 
4.194 4.239 
9,732 10,720 

12.341 12,583 
41.793 113.497 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

837f 
605h 

13,823h 
15.26Sf 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
45.341f 

60.606fi 

12,l02f j 

(j) 
16.018f 
16,Ola.:i 

2,593f 

l,241hf 
3.834f .. 

48.352f 

80.306 

7.874h 
6.751h 

14.62Sh 

14.625 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

155.537i 

Filed Disposed 

13.443 13.494 
11,868 12.013 
52.830 55.865 
78.141 81.372 

948 762k 

19.484 17.239 

3,197 2.984 
798 417 

3,995 3401 
23.479 20.640 

50.619h 47.754 

412 422 
51.0~ 48.176 

153.599 151.310 

16.566h 15,098 

14,460 14.513 
68,457 69.439 
82.917 83.952 

12.326 12,788k 

10.291 10.821k 
22.617 23.609 

75.919 75,801 

19B.019 198.460k 

92.236 92.727 
54.792 56.261 

147.028 148.988 

147.028 14e,.988 

1,960 l,456k 
3.276 4.949k 
~ 6.405k 

5,236 6.405k 

503.882 505.163 

Age of pending case10ad (12/31/79) 

Over ~ Und.er 1 ~ear 
Regular civil .... :--ni-;Tbr 29.0 1 
Regular criminal.. 3.842 9.675 

Time interval datah 

Age at disposition: 
Probate/wi 11 s/i ntes,hte 

U1der'l yellr 

9,137 

1 to 3 years 

6.206 

-~-~- . __ . __ . 

End 
pending 

787 
460 

10.788 
12.Q34 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
48.1969 

60.2309j 

13.5179j 

(j) 
15.036. 
15,036J 

1.8929 

711 
2.6039 

48,4259 

79.5819 

7.383 
5.282 

12.665 

12.665 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

152,4769i 

Over 3 years 

1,896 
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270 Iowa District Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 
Data include cases handled by 92 district and 13 district associate judges, 17 regular full-time, 9 sub~titute full-time, and 166 part-time 

magistrates. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury tri al (contested) is counted when the fi rst witness ds sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
The disparity between these figures is due to inventory corrections. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between fi 1 i ngs and di sposit<\ ons: 
H9ures are as reported in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

. Time interval data were estimated from percentages :jiven in the annual report. 
lData are not complete: 

Estate, total civil, and grand total disposed figures do not include guardianship and conservatorship, or trusteeship. 
Total civil pending does not include estate data. 

. Grand total pending does not include estate or juvenile data. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

SlNl1 clailllS total includes cases handled by the clerk. The cases are not listed as filed or pending in the "by clerk" category because the \ 
cases are filed as regular cases and not as cases to be specifically disposed by the clerk. 

Regular criminal cases handled by the district judges include felonies and appeals. 
Felony pending is the total for all regular criminal categories (felcny, appeal, indictable misdemeanor). 
Misdemeanor (regular criminal) pending cases are included in the felony (r~gular criminal) data. 

kAdditional information: 
Other donestic relations and juvenile cases disposed represent the number of cases closed by formal hearing. 
Estate, guardianship and conservatorshi~, trusteeship, and regular criminal (felony) cases are handled by district judges only. 
Formal hearings were held in 239 of the 13,027 preli~inary hearing cases disposed by associate judges and regular magistrates. 
Nonindictable state and nonindictable ordinance cases are handled by district associate judges, regular full-time, substitute full-time, and 

part-time magistrates. < 
In addition to the total criminal cases disposed, there were 685 search warrants, 607 seized property hearings, and 129 miscellaneous actions 

handled by district associate judges, regular fUll-time magistrates and substitute full-time magistrates, and 587 sear~h warrants, and 351 
seized property hearings and 422 miscellaneous actions handled by part-time magi~trates. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1978 Annual Statistical Report, Iowa Judiciary (Des Moines, Iowa: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1 
I 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

KANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ ExclUSive appellate jurisdiction in 

Class A and B felonies and sentences 
with a maximum of life. 

_ Exclusive original jurisdiction in any 
suit in law or equity, and any 
controversy relating to the appor
tionment of representation in the 
state legislature. 

_ Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in cases 
< where a statute of Kansas or of 

the United States has been held 
unconstitutional. 

_ Appellate jurisdiction by right of 
constitutional issues previousl}' 
decided by the Court of ~p!,e~ls: 

_ Discretionary appellate JUrISdIction 
over all decisions made by the Court 
of Appeals .• 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ All appeals from District Court excp,pt 

those re\'iewable by the District 
Court or in which direct app('al to the 
Supreme Court is possible. 

- Writs of habeas corpus. 

, , 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
70 district, 64 associate district, and 
76 district magistrate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ General original jurisdiction in all civil 

matters unles~ provided by law. 
_ General original jurisdiction in all 

criminal matters unle~s provided by 
law. 

- Juvenile lurisdiction. 
_ Appeals by District Magistrate judge 

cases may be heard by District and 
Associate District judges . 

• Appeals from Municipal Court and 
Administrallve Agencies. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(0;:::::: 384) 
~ 356 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations (less than 

one year Imprisonment) Including 
traffic. 

No jury trials. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

\ntermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

furisdiction 
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272 
KAllSAS SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

n egl nnl ng 
pending Filed Disposed pending i 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ctvil ••••••• ft .. ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 

Cri.t "Al .. "" ................ """ .............. " ........................ " ................ """ .... " .. ,,,, .. .. 
Appeal of a~inistrativl! age~cy case: 

Workmen IS compensati on •• ~ ................................. .. 
Total appeals ••••••• ~ ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
HandannJs """""""""""" .. ,,""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
Other writs " .. "",,.,,"""""""""""""""" I.e""" .. """"" .. ,,"""""""""""" 

Total •••.••••••••••.•••••.••••••• , ••••••••••••••• e •••••••••• 

Disciplinary •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•.•••..••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 111 ••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review Court of Appeals decisions •••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing 
Other matters: 

""'tfons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ", •••••••••••••••• " ••••••• 

Total other proceedings 

x 
X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
IfTfi 

221fi 

0 
__ 0 

0 

Disposition of cases 

Appeals 

X me 
X (x).e 

X 
~90j (m: 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

33 

120 
IS3 

443 (ll)e 

53 

-.ill. 
886 

Requests 
Civil CriMinal Agency Total to appeal 

By opinion: 
Affirmed .•...••..••... X 94 X 175 
Reversed .............. X 8 X 28 
Affirmed in part, 

revised in part ..... X 12 X 28 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• X 4 X 7 

Without opinion: 
Voluntary dismissals •• X 7 X 19 
Dismissals by court ••• X 1 X 4 

Granted ................. 11 
Denied •••••••••••••••••• 102 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
Bl~nk space· Not enough information is known. The category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included 1n the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

eCases not included In the total to avoid double counting: 

x X 
137 X 

x x 
304 20f 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

10 N/A 

102 !ll~e N/A 
II:! lIe NTA 

416 (lI)e 207i 

53k 0 

833 __ 0 

886 0 

Petitions for review of Court of Appeals decisions when granted are not counted as disposed cases until the resulting appeal is disposed; a 
f new filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions for review are the nuwbers appearing In pare~tneses. 
Beginning pending figure for the !979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
IData are not complete: 

No beginning pending or filed data were 4vallable for requests to appeal cases. These cases are not Included In the total cases beginning. 
pending or filed categories. 

jExplanation of data Included In the category: 
Appeals filed include 136 cases transferred from the Court of Appeals. 

KAdditional Information: 
Of the 53 motions for rehearing disposed. none were granted. 

Source: Office of the Judicial Administration. Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas. July 1. 1978 through June 30. 1979 (Topeka. Kansas: 
November, 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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l ',,'. KAllSAS (;OllRT Of APPEAlS 
! Inter.ediate Appellate Court 

273 

I. i 7 judges I I July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

t'1-----------------~~~---------------~ 
!,'j Caues: 

BeginnIng Filed Disposed End 
pending pending 

! 
1 
I 

i 
1 
J 

1 Appeals: 
A Civil •••••••.••••••.•••.••••••.•••••••••.••••.••••..••.••.••• 

\,~l TCotrailll1 halpaplea·l·s ...... •• .... • .... •• .... ••• .............. • .. • .... • .. ................................................. 
J 
I 
j 

I ,1 

Ij 

~ 
I 

1 
l 
I 

Other cases: ' 
Original proCeedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ......................................... .. 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••• 9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••..••••••.••••••••••••••..••••.•.• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing 
Other matters: 

f40t1ons ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Crt.inal Total 
Appeals terminated by opinion ... --vo- 133 4119 

X 
X 

6iITf 

601f 

o 
o 

o 

X 
X 

1m) 

816 

'31k 

2.556 

2.587 

Disposition of appeals 

Aff1 rtned •••••••••••••••••• .to •••••••••• 

Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Afffrme~ in part. reversed in part ••• 
Remanded •••••••••••••••••••• : ••••• : •• 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed .................. , ........ . 
Without opinion: 

Voluntary dismissals ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals by court •••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
81ank space. Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be f~cluded in the total but were not available by category. 

Civn 

215 
4 

10 
g 

32 
6 

165 
15 
X 
0 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
As noted in the annual report, the figures reflect adjustments made to the figures as previously reported. 

kAdditional fnformation: 
All 31 of the rehearing requests were denied. 
Cases disposed include 136 cases transferred to the Supreme Court. 

X 
X 

IT'l 

772 

31k 

hl§i 

2.587 

Cri.inal 

109 
2 
4 
2 

14 
2 

33 
14 
X 
0 

Total 

324 
6 

14 
11 
4G 
8 

198 
29 

136 
0 

X 
X 
~ 

645 

o 
__ 0 

o 

Source: Office of the Judicfal Administration, Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas. July 1. 1978 through June 30. 1979 (Topeka. Kansas: 
November 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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274 KANSAS DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

29 districts: 70 district. 64 associate district. and 76 district magistrate judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Civilj: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence ••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Professional tort: 
Medical negligence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Product liability tort ..................................... . 
Othel" tort: 

Property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort ............................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... . 

Contract .................................................... .. 
SlIall clail!lSa ............................................... .. 
Real property rights: 

Personal property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property ......................................... ' ..... . 

Total ..................................................... ••• 
DOMestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce, annulment, or separate maintenance ••••••••••••••• 

Supp~rt/custody: 
U.R.E.S.A. inward ....................................... .. 
U.R.E.S.A. outward •••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• , •••••••••••• 

Tot-a 1 ..................................................... . 
AdCiption ................................................... . 
Other dotIestic relations .................................. .. 

Total ........................................... •• ..... • .... •• 
Mental health: 

Mental health treatment proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alcohol treatment proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... ••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedents estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship/con~ervatorship/trustees~ip: 
GUardianship/conservatorship/estates •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusts .................................................. .. 

Total .................................................... .. 
Other estate: 

Determination of descent •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous probate actions ••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total •. """."""" ............... "."" .... " ••. """,, •••• ,, •• ,, ••••• ,," 

Appeal ...................................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Special writs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other cf vfl .................................................. . 

Total civil .................................................... 

Crilllinald: 

Beginnlng 
pending 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

9,375fi 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
M/A 

M/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
21,287 

30,662fi 

Felony........................................................ 4,051 
Misdetweanor .................................... '... ........ .... 4,346J 
Appeal ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••• "............ -ill 

Total criminal .""" ....... "" ..... ""."." .... "" .... " ... " ........ ,,. " 
Traffic: 

DWI/DUI: 
Driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other traffic violation: 
Other traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile trafffc .••.•..••.•.•••••.•••••.••.••.•.•••.•••.•••• 

Total ••.•••••.••.•.••••••...••..••.••••••..•...•••••••••••••• 

Total trafffc .................................. '!! •••••••••••••••• 

Juvenl1~: 
Cri.inal-type ofense: 

Delinquent .................................................. . 
Status offense: 

Hi screant •..•••••.•••••• " •..••..•.••.•••••••.•..•••••••....• 
Wayward or truant ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••..•.••.• 

Total ••.•.•.•••••.••.•.•.•••••.••.•.••••..•••••.••.•••••••••• 
Hon-offense: 

Dependent/neglected •••••••••••.•••.•.••••••••.••••••••..•.•• 
Other juvenile: 

Informal juvenfle ••••..•.••.••.•••.••••.•..••••••••••••.•••• 

Total juvenf 1 e ••••••••••••••••••• ~ .................................. . 

8.397f 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--.Ji8 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

--.Ji8 
N/A 

Grand total ................. • , ......... !II ~ ........................... ",....... 39,407f1 

Filed Disposed 

1.332 X 

132 X 
101 X 

1,600 X 
1,862 X 
3,462 X 
5.027 X 

32,159 X 
11,875 N/A 

1,672 X 
8,107 X 
9,779 X 

20,215 14,831 

1,835 X 
1,423 X 
3,258 X 
2,019 N/A 
1,390 X 

26,882 24,227i 

1,806 N/A 
713 N/A 

2,519 N/A 

5,908 5,036 

1,902 944 
277 134 

2,179 1,078 

2,202 2,2Q2 
1,336 1,336 
3,538 3,538 

11,625 9,652 
188 X 

279 X 
3,680 • __ X 

104,013 79,679 

9,901 10,255, 
14,420 16,669J 
~ -....ill 
25,163 26,924 

3,944 X 

267,314 X 
416 716 

267,730 __ X 

271,674 261,168 

3,858 X 

4.652 X 
2,231 X 
6,883 X 

2,176 X 

17.193 ~ 
30,110 11,122i 

430.960 378,893i 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

10,Ol1i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X __ X 

35,958i 

3,697 
2,939j 

-LJl 
6.636 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~(! 
N/A 

42.5941 

f , 
\ 
I 
I 
! , , 
i 

, 

I 
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f '1 
"I 

lJ 
rJ 

II 
Ii L 
11 

tl 

Contested trial d 

Jury Non-jurl 
Civil : 

Domestic relationsm " 3,027 
Other civil .......... 380 3,544 

Total ................. 380 6,571 
Crt",inal: 

Felony ............... 463 136 
Misdemeanorm ••••••••• 81 564 

Total •••••••••••• c •••• 544 ~pO 
Traffic· ••••••••••••••• 45 4,929 

Grand total ............. 969 12,200 

CriMinal dispositions 
Felony Misdemeanorm Total 

Total 

3,027 
3,924 
6,951 

599 
645 

1,244 
4,974 

13,169 

Pleas of guilty ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trial convictions ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ............................. .. 
Dismissed by prosecutor ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by judge •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• It •• 

Traffic disl!ositionsm 

4,795 
446 
153 

2,058 
868 

1,135 

Cfvil 

Pleas of guilty •••• 206,246 
Bond forfeiture .... 40,1Bl 
Dismissed •••••••••• 9,051 

Dismissals ••••••••• 
Uncontested •••••••• 
Contested, no 

formal trial . ..... 
Other' .............. 

Age of pending caseload (6/30/79) 

9.461 14,256 
469 915 
176 329 

3,683 6,541 
1,155 2,023 
1,725 2,860 

disl!ositionsi 

Domestic Other 
relatlonsm civil 

6,338 15,782 
12,425 22,279 

1,270 1,847 
1,167 1,968 

Total 

22,120 
34,704 

3,117 
3,135 

6 months or 1 ess 7 to 12 months 13 to 18 months 19 to 24 months over 24 months 
Civil: 

Domestic relationsm ••• a ••••••• 7,001 1,650 622 388 350 
Other civil ................... 13,303 6,238 2,974 1,716 1,716 

Total . ...................... "" 20,304 7,88B 3,596 2,104 2,066 
Criminal: 

Felony ........................ 2,449 654 247 147 200 
Misdemeanor ................... 1,629 539 263 233 275 

Total .......................... 4,078 1,193 510 380 475 
Ii I -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

H Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

available by category. 

1
·.f".1 , I dCa se def1 ni t i on or uni t of count: 
~ A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. Appeals are filed in categories according to the nature of the case. 
1 The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 
1tj A non-jury trial is counted if the case is contested (an attorney appears in opposition). 

"

; fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
I 1 Fi gures are as gi ven in the annual report. 

" Data are not complete: 
J ! DOMestic relations pending and disposed figures do not include adoption cases. 

1
".",,1 Total estate. total Civil, and grand total filed fi9ures do not include other estate cases. 

, Total civil pending figures do not include s.all claiMS. adoptions. nental health, or estate cases. 
i Total civil and grand total disposed figures do not include s.all claiMS. adoption, or mental health cases. 
,j j Grand total pending figures do not include s.all clafMS, adoption, mental health, estate. traffic. or juvenile cases. 

"j Pending and disposed misdeMeanors Include criminal appeals. 1
" Explanation of data Included in the category: 

'.:1 Filings include original actions and retrials/reinstatements. II Chl1 cases are divided Into three major groupings in the Kansas Annual Report: domestic relations, regular actions, and limited actions 
(Chapter 61 cases). Regular and limited actions cases include contract, tort. real property rights, civil appeals, extraordinary writs. ann " 

'J other civ!l cases. They are distinguished from each other by the amount demanded in the suit. There were 17,156 regular civil cases filed 
;l and 15,282 disposed during the 1979 court year. The same elements for limited actions w~re 33,956 and 30,518. 
'5 mlnformatlon on disposition type or trial data: 
~I Domestic relations trial, type of disposition, and age of pending cases data do not include adoption cases. 

I 
Misdemeanor trial and disposition data include appeal cases from lower courts. 
Traffic disposition and trial data do not inclUde juvenile traffic cases. 

':1 Source: 
'k 

! 
'j 
J 
"I 

I ,I 

1 
,I 

;j 
j 

Office of the Judicial Administrator, Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas Jull I, 1978 through June 30, 1979 (Topeka, Kansas: 
November 1979). Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

KANSAS MUNICIPAL COU,RT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

384 courts. 356 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1979. 

, 
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KENTUCKY COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Judgment of death. 
Life imprisonment 
or sentence greater 

tha n 20 years. 

.. 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Direct appeals on judgment of death, 

life imprisonment, or imprisonment 
for over 20 years. 

- Motions to transfer from Court of 
Appeals for causes of great and im
mediate importance. 

- Discretionary revielv of Court of 
Appeals decisions. 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right on judg

ments of the Circuit Court. 
- Review of administrative agency 

decisions. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (56) 
S7judges 
Jurisdiction: -------t -All justiciable causes not vested in 

some other court. 
- Civil actions over $1,500. 
- Original criminal. 
Appeals on the record. 

Jury trials 

DISTRICT COURT (56) 
114 judges 

DISTRICT COURT 

'Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in civil cases 

involving $1,500 or less, provided the 
case does not involve equity or title to 
real estate. Uncontested probate 
matters within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the District Court. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in misdemeanor 
cases except where the charge is 
joined with an indictment for J felony. 
Ordinance violations and preliminary 
hearings. 

- Juvenile matters. 
- Authorized to adjudicate local 

administrative cases. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

, 

SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

Jurisdiction: 
Small claims under $ 1000. 

Court 
ofbst 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I 
\ 

J 

! 

KENTUCKY SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 jUiitices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 

'Cases: 
Appeil1s: 

01 rect appeal s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for transfer granted •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for discretionary review granted •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal s •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Or~gfnal proceedings: 

Original jurisdict1on: 
Original actions ....................................... . 
Motions for injunctive relief ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

iota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disci P 11 nary: 

Bar Associ~tion actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to &ppeal: 
Motion for transfer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion for discretionary review .......................... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

X 
X 

__ X 

l(j 

(j!f 

X 

X 
X 

3f 
126f 
129f 

133fi 

236f 

1979b 

Filed 

1851 
( 8)el 
(167)el 

185 (175)e 

71 
7 

14 

90kl 
104 

13 
452 
465 

569 

754 (175)e 

__ 49 __ 

49 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

2261 

101 
6 

16 

nkl 
88 

6 ( 8)el 
351 (l67)el 
357 (175)e 

445 (175)e 

671 (175)e 

45 

45 

277 

End 
pendi..!!L-

X 
X 
X 

xj 

(j) 
5 
X 

X 
X 

2 
601 

--E. 
82i 

241i 

10 

10 

t 801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
\ X" The data for thi s case type are known to be i ncl uded in the to'~al but were not ava1l abl e by category. 
j 

I 
~ 
~ 
ij 
1 
I 

1 , 
~ 

\ 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The court changed its reporting period from the calendar year to the fiscal year, starting with this report. As a result. there is a six 

month overlap between data reported here and those contained in the 1978 edition of this report. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Motions for transfer and motion~ for discretionary review granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is 
not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Between 1978 and 1979 the court changed its repor~ing period from the calendar year to the fiscal year. As a result, the beginning pending 

data reported here do not match the end pending data contained in the 1978 edition of this report. 
iData are not complete: 

Figures for total other cases pending do not include original action cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

k 
Pending original actions are included with the pending appeal cases. 

Additional information: 
Bar Association filings included 37 disciplinary actions and 53 other matters; dispositions Jncluded 28 disciplinary actions and 44 other 

matters. 
lSpecial sour~e or revision in the data: 

Footnoted figures were provided by the Clerk of the Court, who also furnishes these data to the Kentur.ky Administrative Office of the 
~urts. . 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report
f 

1979-80 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and add tiona! Information were supplied by the Clerk of the Court. 
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KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS 

Intermediate appe,llate court 
14 judges \ July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979b 

End ~ Beginning Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crimi na 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

pending 

758f 
197f 

955f 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original actions ••••••••••••• , ••••••••• •••• •••••••••• ••• 16f 
Actions for injunctive relief ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6f 

Total...................................................... 22f 
Requests to appeal: 

Discretionary review...................................... Of 
Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 977f 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearin9 requests: 

Petitions for rehearing: 
Ci vi] ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings 

Manner of dispositionl 

1,386 
383 

T;709" 

53 
18 
71 

23 
~ 

1,863 

236 
49 
~ 

285 

Published Non-published 
opinion opinion Total 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••• 214 927 1,141 

1,440 
365 

T,llUS 

58 
17 
75 

16 
-91 

1,896 

250 
48 
~ 

298 

pending! 

704 
215 

--m-

11 
7 

18 

7 
---g 

944 

68 
10 

-.l§. 

78 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

b~", :icu1ar court or reporting system information: I 
The court changed its reporting period from the calendar year to the fiscal year, starting with this report. As a result, there is a six- \ 

month overlap between data reported here and those contained in the 1978 edition of this report. ' 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Between 1978 and 1979 the court changed its reporting period from the calendar year to the fiscal year. As a result, the beginning pending ! 
1 

data reported here do not match the end pending data contained in the 1.978 edition of this report. 
Special source or revision in the data: 

The n~m~ers .of published and unpub1 ished opinions rendered by the court during 1979 were provided by t!le Clerk of the Court durin~ data 
ver1f1cat10n. ! 

Source: Admi ni stratfve Offi ce of the Courts, Annual Report, 1979-80 (Fr'ankfort, Kentucky). Stati sti cs are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and add1tions and corrections were supplied by the Clerk of the Court during data 
verification. 

----------~ -----------------------

KENTUCKY CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

56 districts, 87 judges 
July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979b 

-~-~- -- - - --

279 r' 
! 
t !":,.....,.. __________ """' ____ ~ ______ -_BBe,eg91iiin;;.nirrni9g------_;;:~----_;;;_:=;;_-----_:~[:_"""" 
II I~ pending 

'\ j Child: 
'; La": 
I i Civil suit ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I; DO!lestic relations: 

I
i Adoption: \\ 

: I Adopti on and termi nati on of p,l'tenta 1 ri ghts ••• , •••••••••••• 
I Other dOEStic relations: , 

II [lomesti-c re1ations~ •••••••• ,! ............................. . 

l
~,l;, MTeonttaa1l h' e' a'l' t' h' J' •••••••••••••••••• i i ............................. . ................. :.. .............................. . 
, Appeal: 
\ Appt!a1 of adJllinistrathe agency case: 

, , Wor'kmen I s compensati on .................................... . 

I ( AP~~~~a~!j t~~~~. ~~~~~. ~~~~~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I. Civil appeal ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
h Total ••••••••• , ............................................ . 
j', Total ........................................................ . 
ll..l Other c1v1lj •••• ' .............................................. . 

"! Total civil ....................................... " ••••••••••••• 

~ Crilllinal d: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

1,'1, Total criminal 
f-I 
J, 

•• 0 •••••••• • •• ···················,,················ 

U 
.~ Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J; 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1JlA 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ : 

1
1 Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj~ct. 

;:,:, ::: ,~;;;~:;:;;.;~ :;:;:;;;~~;;::;:~;:;~;~:;;:':. ::::.:':.::'::' :::':: "., ''''. 't~':m ~" "" ",,,t. ". ''''It. ,,'" " • ,h, 
~_ month overlap between data reported here and those contained 1n the 1978 edition 0 report. 
1,' i dCase defi niti on or un; t of count: ! j A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
!'~ The criminal case unit of count IS the number of defendants. 

1
" jExp1anation of data inc'uded in the category: di separat10ns, annulments, and certain post-divorce hearings for 

j Domestic relations cases include contested and uncontested vorces, 
'i modifications in support. custody, visitation rights, etc. 
~11 Mental health cases inc1 ude both i nvo1 untary has pi t~~ i zat~ on ~n~ ~~~~~~~~~~~:r~~g~he Di stri ct Court. 

1"\ ~~:~:;~:~ ~:~:~~~ o!~m~i:~~~~:!~~!~~~::~~ :~hEC~~j~~~~t~:~~~;o~~ir~u~~~~~ 1 ~~t s~:;:;~ n~~~:;e~ n~~ ~~~ ~g s~~ ~~ r~j~n~~~ v~e~:n~~t a~~ 
other c~ses not specHi cally categori zed e1 sel1here on the profi 1 e. 

\

1.,_,,:\:' Source: 80 (F kf t K tucky) Statistics are from the annual report (;xcept that , Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report. 19t~ dranddi~~0~a1e~ata we~e supplied by the ad~in1strative office of the courts 
tota 1 s have been computed where necessary, and correc Ions an a '_ 

'J during data verification • 
. ! 
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KENTUCKY DISTRICT COURT 

Court of If.ited jurisdfctfon 
56 distrfcts. 114 judges 

July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1980b 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SEll claflllS .................................................. . 
Estate: 

Other estate: 
Probatej ................................................. .. 

Total civil 

Cri.inald: 
"fsd_anor ................................................... . 
Preli.tnary hearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Trafficd: 

Total traffic 

Juveni 1 edj : 

Total juvenile 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BeginningJ 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

---.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

---.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A z This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticu1ar court or reporting system information: 

Filed Oisposed End 
pending 

50,323 34,183 N/A 
2B,435 21,904 N/A 

30,579 17,940 --!YA 
109,337 74,027 N/A 

174,418 152,299 N/A 

23,496 21.149 ---.!ill. 
197,914 173,448 N/A 

251,740 220,226 N/A 

35,828 28,718 N/A 

594,819 496,419 N/A 

The court changed its reporting period from the calendar year to the fiscal year, starting with this report. As a result, there is a six
month overlap between data reported here and those contained in the 197B edition of this report. 

dCase d2finition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

. The criminal, traffic, and juvenile case unit of count is the number of defendants. 
JExp1anation of data inc1ude~ in the category: 

The probate category incrudes name changes, and various other fiduciary appointments (guardianships, committee fiduciaries for 
incompetents, conservatorships, etc.), as well as other estate cases. 

Juvenile cases include delinquency, status, dependency, neglect, needy, and abuse cases, as well as paternity actions and adult violations 
of KRS 530.060-.070 (endangering the welfare of or unlawful transaction with a minor). 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1979-BO (Frankfort, KentucKY). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and revlslons were made to all data by the administrative office of the courts during data 
verification. 
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LOUISIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

, 

Criminal 

Civil, 
Juvenile 

, 
\ 

EAST BATON 
ROUGE FAMILY 
COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Adoption, non
support, desertion, 
separation, divorce. 

-Adult crimes against 
juveniles nOI punish
able by death or hard 
labot'. 

-Neglect, delinquency. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (3) 
8judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Caddo, Jefferson, 
and Orleans Parishes. 

-Desertion, non
support, adoption. 

-Adult crimes against 
juvenile not punish
able by death or hard 
labor. 

-Neg led, delinquency. 

MAYOR'S COURT (240) 
jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 

No jury tria'! •. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

r--------------'.----~ 

SUPREME COURT 

7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- General supervisory jurisdiction. 
- Appeals in criminal cases with fines 

greater than $500, sentence greater 
than 6 months, dvil cases, and consti
tutionaUty of ordinance or statute. 

- Exclusive original jurisdiction of 
disciplinary proceedings against a 
member of the bar. 

COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil apFeals only. Appeals from Family 

Court, Juvenile-Court. Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (40) 
133 judges, 7 commissioners, and 
1 magistrate 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil jurisdiction. 

Fine grea ter 
than $500. 
Sentence 

grealer than 
6 months 

Civil greater 
than $100. 

- Exclusive immovable property, election, 

PARISH COURT 
OF JEFFERSON 
PARISH (2) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 
$1,000. 

-Criminal not punish
able by hard labor. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance viol"tions except 

traffic. 

No jury trials. 

probate, civil rights, and receivership 
jurisdiction. 

- Original criminal jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

Civilles~han $100. 
Fine less than $500. 

Sentence lesithan 6 months. 

JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE 
tOURT(445) 
445 justices of the 
peace 
JUrisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 
$300. 

-Committing magis
trate in non-capital 
cases. 

No jury trials. 

ClTY COURT (49).'1 
58 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil varies from less 
than $100 to less than 
$2,000. 

-Criminal not punish
able by hard labor. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-Juvenile if no juvenile 
or family court. 

No jury trials. 

1 
TRAFFIC COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance, traffic violations. 

No fury trials. 

] Court 
oflast 
resort 

appellate 
court 

] 

Intermediate 

l Courtof 
general J ,."";";0' 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT 

Court of last resort 
7 justices 

January 1. 1979 to Decl!lllber 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 0 

AppealsJ .................................................... . 
Wri ts granted •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

rfTfi 

Other matters ........................................ :... N/A 
Disciplinary: 0 

Original jurisdiction petitionsJ .,....................... N/A 
Total ....................................................... N/A 

Requests to appeal: 
Writs .... ............................... ................... N/J.\ 

Tota I other cases ............................................. -rf11\' 

Total cases ..................................................... N/A 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Hanner of dispOSition 

Filed 

70 

8 
78 

2.271 
2,m 

2,842 (529)e 

209 

209 

Di sposed 

434 
464 
898 

!IS 

llj 
56 

1,809 
I.liii5 

2.763 

201 

201 

t529 je 529 I! 

(529)e 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

rl71\ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N7li 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Appeals 
395 
217 
286 

Original jurisdiction Disdplinary 
11 

Requests to appeal Total cases 
407 

Rehearing requests 
Written opinion ••••••••••••••• 
Per curiam without opinion ••• 
With orders •••••••••••••••••• 
Oismissed .................. .. 
Granted ..................... . 
Denied ..................... .. 
Not considered ••••••••••••••• 

10 

1 
44 
o 
o 

o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

o 
o 
o 11 

529 
1.462 

50 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

eeases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

261 
286 
2:l 

529 
1.462 

50 

18 
o 
o 
o 

19 
182 

o 

A writ granted is not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. These 
o granted writs are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the profile. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals filed include a few habeas corpus original jurisdiction cases. 
Orolginal jurisdiction petitions under disciplinary include some nondisciplinary bar matters as well as disciplinary cases. 

Source: Judicial Administrator. Judicial Council Annual Report with 1979 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans. Louisiana). 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are 

r 
t 283 
i LOUISIANA COURTS Of APPEALa 
1 Intel'1lll!dfate appellate CO!.lrt 
% 4 circuits. 29C judges 
~' 'I January 1. 1979 to Decetllber 31. 1979 

f ~:aa--------------------------~------------------------~Be~g~l~n~nl~n~g~--------------------.. ------~----~------------~Enmdrt Lses: pending Filed Disposed pending 

f ' Appeals: 
.~,t Cfvil ....................................................... . 
I Total appeals ......................................... 00 .... .. 

i 
h 
J 

t
l ',I , ,i 

:-' 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Writs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••• 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

j 1.'; Total cases .................................................... . 
1\: ' 

x -,. 

X 

1.395fl 

LJ Other proceedi ngs: 
f, Rehearing requests ............................................. ~ 
J ; t; Total other procnedings ............................ ,~._._._._ .. _._._._ .. _. ___ N_/A _____ _ 

2.269 
2,209 

395 

--m-

2.664 

~ 

N/A 

384h 

~ 

2,430 

~ 

589 

'(' I !I 
} ,; Hanner of di sposi ti on 
J'f}J 
t"· , 

Disposition of cases Status of ~endin9 caseloadl (12131119) 

1 : 
I! 
1: 
L ! ; I 

I' 
Ii 
I ~ 
l:i 

Ii 
11 

Judgments rendered ••••••••••••• 
Cases dismissed •••••••••••••••• 

1.802 
244 

Granted 
Refused 

Orfginal 
jurisdiction 

84 
300 

To be argued •••••••••••••••••• 
Argued but not decided •••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space Q Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A Q This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for thi s case type are known to be incl uded in the total but were riot avai 1 abl e by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The court hears cfvil appeals only. 

cJudge information: . 
One retired judge was also assigned to hear cases in the Fourth Circuit of the Courts of Appeal. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
Figure is as calculated from data given in the annual report. " 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given 'in the annual report and the administratiVe office of the court. 

hFigure was computed: 
The wi'f ts di sposed fi gure wa~ computed by addi ng writs refused and wri ts granted. 
The appeals disposed figure was computed by adding together cases dismissed and judgments rendered. 

1 Special source or revisi~Q in the data: ' 
Begi nni ng and end pendl{l~ fi gUres were provi ded by the admi ni strat i ve offi ce of the court duri ng data verifi cati on. 

932 
215 

x 
-X 

X 

--:x 

1,1'4791 

.-JY.A 
N/A 

Ii 
Il Source: 

[I 
Judicial Administrat~~. Judicial Council Annual Report with 1979 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans. Louisiana). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and additional information was supplied by the 
administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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LOUISIANA DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdfction 
40 districts. 133 judges. 7 coalrissfoners. and 1 ~gfstrate 

Janua~, 1. 1979 to Dec~r 31. 1979 

.a------~-----------=----------------------------~--~B~e~g~1n~n~1~n~g--------------------------------------------------~rn~d~ 

pending Filed Di sposed pendi n~ 

Total ci vi 1 ' ................. ~ .............................................................................. .. N/A 

Total criminal N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Tri all 

Jury Non-jury 

C1 vfl •••••• 434 N/A 
C.-f,.fnal ••• 767 N/A 

Total' cases ••• 1,201 N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

152,965 

264,805 

417,770 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

A civil case is counted with the f'fling of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: JUdicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1979 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions were made by the state court administrative 
office during data verification. 

LDU[SIANA FAMILY COURT AND JUVENILE CDUR'fb 
Court of lflrited jurisdiction 

1 C(IUrt. 3 judges; 3 courts, 8 judges 
Jafluary 1. 1979 to Decewber 31, 1979 

Beginning Flled EIld 
____________ ~pe~n~d~i~n~~ ____________________________ D_is_P_o_s_~ ____________ • __ -Lpe~n~d~i~n~g 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ........................................ " ................ 01) .......... '0 ...................... .. N/A 

Grand total ........................................................................ II .............. ; ............. .. N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A s This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

35,880 N/A N/A 

35,880 N/A N/A 

The Loui si ana judicf al reporti n9 system 1 s undergo; ng modi fi cati on';. Fil i ngs from Caddo Family Court and Juvenl1 e Court Were deri ved from 
new case numbers assigned and counts of dispOSitions, and may not be comparable to data from the other courts. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, JUdicial Council Annual Report with 1979 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, LOUisiana). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

------------,------------------------------------------------------------------------

r:-~i 

1: 
l" J 

LillIS lANA CITY' COURri AND PARISH COURri, AND fIllHCIPAL COURT AND TRAFFIC COURT OF HEW ORLEANS 
Court of lflrtted jurfsdiction 

49 courts, 58 judges; 2 courts, 3 judges; 1 court. 4 judges; 1 court. 4 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Decewber 31, 1979 

285 

I,J 
:,!------------------------------------------------------~B~e~gl~n~n~1~ng~----------------------~----------------------~~---

Filed Disposed End 

.~ Child: 
j Law: 

o pending~ ________________________________________________ ~~~_ pending 

I Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• -.-1!& 
N/A I 

'~ Total civil ••....•.•••...•.••..••••.••.•.••.••••.•••.••••••.•••• 

~ 

~ Crf.lnald: 
j "Isdeueanor: 

State misdemeanor 
Ordinance violatfon 

N/A 
-.-1!& 

Total criminal, •••••••••••••••••••••• •••• •••••••••• •••••••••••••• N/A 

Trafffc: 
other trafffc violation: 

State cases .......... ................................... ~ ...................................... .. 
Ordinance cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile traffic-city ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Juvenile traffic-state ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota] ........................................................................................................ .. 

Total traffic 

Juvenilei: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

De 1 i nquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Neglect ........................................................ . 
other juvenile: 

Special proceedings •••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 

Total juvenile 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-.-1!& 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-.-1!& 
N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A -This case type is handled by the court" but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crimi nalcase uni t of count is the 'lumber of I nformati ons, I ndl ctments, 

jExplanation Gf data included In the category: 

1 
Juvenile traffic filings are included In the juvenile total filings. 

Spp.cial source or revision in the data: 
Figures footnoted were provided by the administrative office of the courts 

69,223 4E,i!i ....JYA 
69,223 42,414 N/A 

29,270 25,882 N/A 
93,058 73,1831 N/A 

122,328 99,065 N/A 

96,497 88,468 N/A 
304,805 236,549 N/A 

5,870 3,769 N/A 
9781 874 N/A 

408,150 329,660 ....JYA 
408,150 329,660 N/A 

4,310 3,477 N/A 

401 366 N/A 

400 346 N/A 

5,111 4,lB9 N/A 

604,812 475,328 NfA 

or complaints. 

during data verification. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Counc1l Annual Report with 1979 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). ~tatistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions were made by the state court administrative 
office during data verification, and additional information was supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data 
veri ff cat Ion, 

LOUISIANA JUSTICE OF TIlE PEACE COURT 
Court of If.fted jurfsdfction 

445 courts, 445 justices of the peace 
January 1. 1979 to Decewber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Justice of the Peace Court for 1979. 

LOUISIANA MAYOR'S COURT 
Court of lf~fted jurfsdictfon 

240 CGurts 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayor's Court for 1979. 
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. MAINE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

DISTRICT COURT (33) 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction:';, 
- Original jurisdictio.{~i~ equity con

current with Superior.~r:ourt. 
- Hears final appeals fro.1i:!:~wer courts 

and appellate review of crh,,\nal 
sentencing. \\ 

:1 " \\ 

SUPERIOR COURT (16) 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civB. 

Equity matters relating to estates. 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals are de novo. 

Jury trials. 

~ t 
PROBATE COURT (16) 

- Civil actions under $20,000, divorce, 
annulment, separation, quiet title 
small claims under $800. ' 

16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, testamentary or administration, 

settlement of estates. Guardianship 
Adoptions, change of name, and . 
actions for separa tion. - Non-felony criminal cases and or

dinance violations. Felony probable 
cause hearings. 

- Juvenile. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COURT 
1 judge, 1 associate judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- All cases invol>'lng an agency's inten

tion to suspend, revoke, or refuse a 
license. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

Jurisdiction 

F.! 
1'1 
1'1 

~INE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
, Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1979 to Decewber 31. 1979 
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(i 

t
·1----------------------~~------n.-----------------------wB~eg~1~n~n~1~n~g----------------------------------------------a.--'~En~a~--
.• J pendi ng Fi 1 ed Di sposed pandi ng 

Icases: 
~; .I\ppeals: rl Chil: 

/

. , New appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••••• 

1 Reports •••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ! Interlocutory appeal s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
.. ~ Total ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'I Cri.inal: 

. 1 New appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
·1 Interlocutory appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o. 

. ' Reports ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, T 1 '1 ota .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
j Total appeal s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

j Other cases: 
,,~ Original proceedings: 

(
·1 Advisory opinions: 

;i. Solemn occasion opinions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l Sentence review only: 

11 Appeals in the appellate division ••••••••••••••••••••••••• t,j Tota I other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

rl 
I" !I 
1 J 

! I 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hanner of disposition 

X 
X 
X 

187 

X 
X 
)( 

70 
-m 

295 

fi 
H 
Ij 
I,·! 

Ml Cri.inal Total 

II 
I·l .. 
j;; 

.1·

1 
'1 

3 
~ 
1 
J 
j 
1 

Signed opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Per curiam and memorandum 

opinions ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Solemn occa~ion opinions ...... . 

154 

20 
3 

88 

12 
o 

Status of pending caseload (appeals) (12/31/79) 

Not yet at issue •••••••••••••••••••••• 
At issue awaiting oral argument ••••••• 
Orally argued awaiting opinion •••••••• 

151 
43 
42 

242 

32 
3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

235 
2 
1 

238 

112 
5 
1 

118 
J5li 

3 

49 
~ 

408 

X 
X 
X 

245 

X 
X 
X 

132 
-m 

3 

67 
--,0 

447 

x 
X 
X 

180 

X 
X 
X 

56 
-m 

X 

256 

Disposition of appeals 
chil Cri.inal Total 

Wri tten opi ni on's: 
Denied ••••••••••••••••••• 
Sustained •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••• 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-opinion dispositions: 

Dismissed by Court 
Withdrawn by defendant ••• 
Withdrawn by state ••••••• 
Certificate of probable 

cause denied ••••••••••• 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••• 

82 
80 
10 
2 

174 

7 
55 
o 

8 
1 

72 
27 

1 
o 

100 

10.5 
19.5 
2 

o 
o 

Disposition of sentence review cases 

Sentence unchanged ••••••••••••••• 
Sentence reduced ••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence increased ••••••••••••••• 

63 
4 
o 

154 
107 
1i 
2 

274 

17.5 
74.5 

2 

8 
1 

X g The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

"' 

1 

I 
! 

Source: Administrative Office of the CQurts, Annual Report 1979 (Auhurn, Haine.: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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~ 
MAINE SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
16 counties. 14 judges 

Jlnuiry I, 1979 to Ilecetllber 31. 1919 

BegInning 
pending Filed Oi~posed 

Civild: 
Law: 

Other r.illil ......................... ......................... 2.890 
Tort: 

Damages ...... .... ............. ............. ....... ........... 1.371 
Personal injury •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.463 

Total ......................................................... 2,834 
Contract ....................................................... 2,005 
Do~stic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 375 

Support/custody: 
URESA •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,159 

Total ....... ........ ........... .................... ...... ..... 1.534 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Infraction appeal.......................................... 19 
Other appeal............................................... 150 

Total....................................................... 169 
Extraordinlry writs: 

Habeas corpus ................................................ 56 
Other civil: 

Habitual offender •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total civil ..................................................... 9,690 

Crt_inal tl : 
Felony: 

Classes A, B, and C •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.466 
Misdemeanor: 

Classes 0 and E.............................................. 945 
Other criMinal ................................................. ~. 

Total criminal.................................................. 2,77i 

Traffic: 
Other trafffc violation: 

Title 29j ................................................... ~ 

Total traffic 928 

Grand total ...................................................... 13,389 

Trial d 
-- Jury Non-jury ~ 

Cfyil- .................... 144 
Criminal and traffic •••••• 445 

Grand total................ 589 

212 
218 
430 

356 
663 

1,019 

Time interval data (days) 

o to 90 90 to 180 180 to 270 

Civil : 
..!lID- days days 

--rriing to pretrial memc ................. 322 26B 171 
Pretrial memo to pretrial conference •••• 422 321 78 
Pretrial conference to jury trial ....... 26 39 26 
Pretrial conference to jury-waived trial. 64 56 27 
Filing to disposition ................... 1.2B8 813 581 

o to 30 31 to 60 61 to 90 
.J!UL da~s da~s 

Crhilinal: 
F11ing to first appearance .............. 2,173 100 54 
First appearance to guilty plea ••••••••• 666 179 146 
Fi rst appearance to jury tri a I , .•.....•. 10 19 18 
First appearance to non-jury trial ...... 15 8 10 
All first appearances to disposition •••• 830 271 236 

1,980 

1,163 
955 

2,118 
1.427 

497 

1,303 
1,800 

43 
209 
252 

78 

--1.Q§. 

7,760 
! . 

2.483 

2,278 
~ 

5,425 

2.892j 

2,892 

16.077 

270 to 365 over 36!i 
days days 

105 309 
25 54 
21 34 
14 16 

439 2.B71 

91 to 120 over 120 
days days 

37 91 
ISO 421 

23 124 
2 32 

233 885 

2.050 

873 
849 

1,722 
1.254 

438 

1,211 
1.649 

40 
202 
242 

74 

~ 
7,203 

2.S08 

2.046 
-E.Q. 

5,174 

2.42aJ 

2.428 

14.805 

j ;" 

chil di sposi ti ons 

Default judgments ............ .. 
Dismissed by plaintiff, 

settlements. and stipulated 
judgments (Rule 41(a)) •••••• 

Dismissed by court (Rule 41(b)) 
Summary judgment •••••••••••••• 
Final order ••••••••••••••••••• 
Divorce decree •••••••••••••••• 
Appeal sustained •••••••••••••• 
Appeal denied ••••••••••••••••• 
Writ denied ••••••••••••••••••• 
Writ granted •••••••••••••••••• 
Court finding ••••••••••••••••• 
Jury verdict •••••••••••••••••• 
Directed verdict •••••••••••••• 
Multiple judgments •••••••••••• 
Other •••• c •••••••••••••••••••• 

Crflllfnal and traffic dispositions 

,lury tri a I: 
Convicted •..•••.••••.••••••••.••••• 
Acquitted ................ , •.••••.••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Atquftted ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 

Guilty plea ••.••• , •••••••••••..•••.•• 
Mfstrial ••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• ~ •• 
Dfsmissed by court ••••••••••••••••••• 
01 smi ssed by Dfstri ct Attorney 

• (Rule 4B(a)) ••••••••••.•.••..•••. ~. 

351 
133 

l/,iO 
73 

3,552 
3& 

114 

2,398 

District Court bail revised •••••••••• 
District COUrt bail affirmed ••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal denied ••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal sustained •••••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal; new ,$entence ........ 
Proba t 1 on revoked •••••••••••••• , •••••• 
Fi led case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not guilty by reason of insanity ••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Un.::lass1ffed ••••••••••••••••• ", •••••• 0 

118 
50 
7 

14 
10 
40 

112 
9 

415 
4 

End 
pending 

2,820 

1,661 
1.569 
3,230 
2.178 

434 

1,251 
1.685 

.' 

22 
157 
179 

60 

~ 

10,247 

1.712 

1.177 
--.1.Q!!. 

3,297 

1.392j 

1.392 

14,936 

300 

2,953 
1,08, 

211 
1,399 

313 
22 
96 
28 

9 
143 
117 

9 
2B 

493 

! 
1 
Ii 

r 1 
III 
1'1 j 
11 
r I 
I Ii i 
I! 

I' H 
II 
1'1 q 
h 
! 
I 

, ~l 
i 
I 

t 

I 
~oldface headings Indicate the classifications u,ed by the CSIM project. 
j 
dCase de.!1 ni ti un or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the Informations, indictments. or complaints. 
A trial Is counted by the state when it has officially begun. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the aNnual report. 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
I Title 29 cases are oUI (operating under the influence) cases and other traffic offenses. 
I End pending figure was calculated from ffled, disposed. and beginning pending data. 
lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: 

Figures as noted ~~re supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 
,mInf/~:"mation on disposition type on trial data: 

Civil trial data do not include URESA cases. 

Source: Data were provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts Quring data verification. 
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MAINE DISTRICT CDURTai 

Court uf liMited jurisdiction 
33 courts. 19 judges 

January 1 .. 1979 to Decemer 31. 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Honey judgments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _11 claillS .................................................. . 
Uo.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 

Support/cust~: 
Reciprocal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Mental health ................................................. . 

lbtal civil ................................................... .. 

Crfllinal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Classes D and E •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prelillinary hearin9: 

Felony Classes A. B. and C ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil violations and traffic infractions ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 tra ffi c ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. 
Grand total ..................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

-1i!.A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1979 

roiled 

13,606 
6,891 

20,497 
18,832 

7,761 

N/A 
7,761

i ~ 

47,636i 

24,6941 

2,745 

27,439 

55,877 
101.476 
157.353 

157,353 

3,867 

236, 295i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in tne total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The courts 1Qcated in Fort Kent and Van BUren Counties handle crfllinal.j:r;;i'ffc, and juvenile cases only. 

dCase definition or unit of count: .::/ 
A ci vil case is counted wi th the fi 11 ng of a pet it i on or comp 1 a i nt ; 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

iData are not complete: 
No data were available for reciprocal support/custody cases. 
Only Augusta, Bangor, Kittery, Lewiston, Portland, Skowhegan, and Springvale, reported mental health data. 

1Specia1 source or revision In the data: 
Th~se figures were corrected by the administrative office of the court during data verifir.~tion. 

- tld 'lifsposedi 
pending 

11,674 N/A 
5,861 N/A 

17 ,535 N/A 
15,647 N/A 

7,213 N/A 

N/.e. N/A 
7,213 N/A 
~Q.i ~ 
40,875i N/A 

23,864 N/A 

2.713 -lY.A 
26,577 N/A 

50,9901 N/A 
103,906 N/A 
154.896 ..JJ!.A 
154,896 N/A 

3,642 N/A 

225,990i N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979 (Auburn, Maine: 1980). Statistics arp. from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where' necessary, and corrections were supplied by the Administrative Office of the Courts during data 
verification. 
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MAI.NE IUltINISTRATlVE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

2 judges 

I January 1. 1979 to December 30, 

1"'1 ChIld, j" I Appeal: 

r

. Appeal of ad.inistrative agency case: 
, .; Bureau of liquor enforcement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• Department of Secretary of State i ..•....................... 

f
'· Bureau of Maine State Police ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
. : Oepartment of Hu~an Services ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
" Real Estate CommIssion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 . Board of Dental Examiners ................................ .. 
~<~ Board of Examiners of Podiatrist£ ........................ o. 
\.; Board of Pesticides Control .............................. .. 
1 l State Board of Nursing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1.1 Department of Inland Fisheries and. Wildlife ............... . 
l~ Appeal from decision of Department of Public Safety 

I j Department of Maine Resources •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal from Bureau of Alcoholic Blaverages ................. . 

j State Board of Licensure of Medical Facilities 

Beglnmng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

other than Hospitals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Total .......................... / ............................. -1i!.A 

1979 

Filed 

281 
21 
31 
10 

2 
0 
0 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 

1 
355 

355 

Disposed 

278 
24 
47 
11 
6 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
--.ill. 

375 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/" 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

Tota 1 ci vil ............................. ,. .. ... ... • • ..... .... • • • N/A r' , __________________________________________________ __ N/A 

Grand total ....................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the cla~sificatiQns used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: . 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a complaint • 

355 375 N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979 (Auburn, Maine: 1980). Statistfcs are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

MAINE PROBATE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 16 judges 
January 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31. 1979 

There were no data avail abl e for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1979. 
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MARYLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COURT OF APPEALS 
---------..... 7 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court of Special 

Appeals. 

Certiorari 
of District 

Court appeals. 

t 

- Uniform Certification of Questions 
of Law Act. 

COURT OF 
SPECIAL APPEALS 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive initial appellate jurisdiction 

over any reviewable judgment of a 
Circuit Court or Orpha~ Court, 
except for appeals in criminal cases 
in which the death penalty is imposed. 

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
90 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $2,500. Probate I in Montgomery and Harford counties. '-----de novo_ 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater r---

Juvenile 
in Montgomery 

County. 

than $2,500, sentence greater than 
3 years). 

- Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
- Adihinistrative appeals. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (12) 
85 judges and chief jl.dge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, landlord 

and tenant. 
- Felony theft if value is under $500, 

misdemeanors, ordinance viol~tions 
(fine less than $2,500, sentence less 
than 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

- Juvenile (in Montgomery County). 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

ORPHANS' COURT (22) 
66 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Exclusive' jurisdiction over adminis

tration of estates of decedents and 
minors, orphans, wards, and guard
ians. Handled by Circuit Court in 
Montgomery and Harford ~ounties. 

Courtof 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

'r', 
!. ' 

V MARVLAND COURT Of APPEALS t . Court of last resort 

293 

Filed Disposed 

f 7 judges 

1
,:.I ________________ ~ __________ ~ ____________ ~_JU_I_y __ l_'_1~9~78~t~0~J~U~ne __ 3-0-.-1-9-79 __ --____ ~ ________ ~ __ --__ ga~-==a~--~E~n7d== 
.

LI,' _______________________________________ . ___________________ B~e~g~l~nn~l~nLg __________________________________________________ ~~~ __ _ " pending pending 
t;cases: 
1:1 Appea 15: 
t'i Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1; Crilllinal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• H Total appeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
.. ,~:':I Other cases: i Original p~oceedings: 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Applications for certiorari: 
! Civil •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

: Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

16 
12 
~ 

o 

o 
o 
o 

-0 

28 I

II Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1 __________________________ _ 

47h( 62)e 

47lih~mh 

30 

228 
235 
463 
493 

540 (101)e 

84 
52 

136 

30 

166 { 62)e 
196 ( 39)e 
362 pOl~e 
392 101 If 

528k(101)e 

28 
12 

--;m 

o 

o 
o 
o 

--0 

40 

« 

~ 
R 
ti 

Manner of dispositionm 

Reported opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unreported opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

106 
6 

Disposition of applications for certiorari 

Chil 
Granted •••••••••••• ~ 
Denied ••••••••••••• 165 

Cri.inal 
39 

192 

Total 
]]T 

357 
3 
2 

453 

~ 
~ 
Ij 
!~ 

l~ 
t! 
n 
fl 
;1 

I 
J 

I 
l 

1 

Disposition of appeals 

Law 
Affi rmed ..................... "1]' 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••• 22 
Affirmed in part, reversed 

in part •••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded without affirmance 

or reversal •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed, opinion filed ••••• 
Dismissed without opinion •••• 
Oi sml ssed prj or to argument 

or submission •••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Court of 

Special Appeals ........... . 
Stayed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5 

5 
o 
3 

3 

1 
1 

Civil 

o 
2 
2 
2 

o 
o 

Total 
2b 

33 

5 

7 
2 
5 

4 

1 
1 

Crillinal 

26 
18 

3 

1 
o 
2 

2 

o 
o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project'. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

]!!!L 

52 
51 

8 

8 
2 
7 

6 

1 
1 

Dismissed •••••••••• 1 
Withdrawn •••••••••• 0 

Total ••••••••••••••• 228 

2 
2 

235 

Time interval data (average months) 

Original filing to dispr ltion in Circuit Court 
Disposition in Circuit ( urt to docketing ••••••••••• 
Docketi ng to argument •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Argument to decision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

16.9 
8.6 
3.5 
2.8 

Applications for certiorari when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal Is disposed; a filing is not counted 
for the associated appeal. These granted applications for certiorari are the numbers appearing ip. r~rentheses. 

hFigure was computed: 
Civil and criminal appeal filings and dispositions were computed from available data. 

kAdditional information: 
The Court of Appeals also admitted 704 persons to the practice of law, 61 of which were' admitted from other jurisdictions. 

mrnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Five opinions were per curiam. Ten dl~sentlr.g 

part were also filed. 
opinions, two concurring opinions, and six opinions concurring in part and dissenting in 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1978-79 (Annapoifs, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
tot a 1 s have been computed ... here neceslary. 
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MI~YLAND COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS I 

Intemediate appellate court I 
13 judges 

July 1. 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

--------~~----------------~-z----------------------~B~e~g~ln~n~l~n~g-------------F-i--.a------------D--~-------=~--~~En~d~-I" 
pendi n9 1 ed i sposed pending I 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Application for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 
••••••••• •• • •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of dispositionm 

Reported opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 196 
Unreported opinions, all per curiam ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 715 

41 
27 
6s.i 
44 

-ill: 

112 

Disposition of appeals 

Cfvflj Cri.inal Total 
Law 

Affi rmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I~ 
Modified and affirmed •••••••••••••• 0 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 44 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part. 8 
Remanded without affirmance or 

reversal......................... 9 

Eql~aY ~ 398 665 
3 3 o 3 

39 83 90 173 
14 22 20 42 

9 18 8 26 

177 

1,6891( 9)e 

413 
323. 
736J 
633 f) 1,~9 

164 ( 9)e 
164 ( 9)e 

Disposition of applications for leave to appeal 

Granted •••••••••• 
Deni ed •••• ~ •••••• 
Withdrawn •••••••• 
Remanded ••••••••• 
Di smissed •••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••• 

Postconviction 
9 

149 
o 
3 
5 

166 

Inmate grievance 
o 
4 
o 
o 
3 
7 

Time interval data (average months) 

53 
30 
83.i 
76 

-ffig 

o 
--0 

1599 

Total 
--9 

153 
o 
3 
8 

173 

Dismissed, opinion filed ••••••••••• 13 
Dismissed prior to argument or 

submission ••••••••••••••••••••••• 146 

13 26 

98 244 

1 27 

103 347 

Original filings to dispositions in court below •••••••• 16.3 
Disposition 'in Circuit Court to docketing •••••••••••••• 3.4 
Docketing to argument •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5.0 
Argument to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.2 13 85 

o 1 
Transferred to Court of Appeals •••• 45 
Stayed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

27 72 
o 1 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space m Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X z The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for leave to appeal when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a new filing is not 

counted for the associated appeal. These granted applications for leave to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report and by the clerk of the court. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

k Juvenile appeals are included ~ith the data for civil appeals. 
Additional informat~on: 

• The court also considered 32 miscellaneous matters during the year, in addition to its regular caseload. 
ISpecial sOlJr"ce or revision in the data: 

Ffl i ng fi gures were suppl i ed by the cl erk of the court duri ng data verffi cati on. 
mIn formation pn disposition type or trial data: 

Six dissenting opinions and six concurring opinions were also filed. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1978-1979 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the clerk of the court during data\,verification. 
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L MARYLAND CIRCUIT COURT 
:.' Court of general jU-l"isdiction 
1 29 courts, 9D judges 
t ~Jly I, 1918 to June 30, 1979 
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r==~==~=z=a--------~--a=~~------------~----------'B~e~gl~·n~n~l~n~g.------------~~------------~----~~===-~---==tUi== 
!. pending Filed Disposed End 
1 _______________________________________________________ ~_~~~ _________________________________________ ------~~~~--

, d 
t~ Civil : 

pending 

t Law: 
l. Confessed ~dgments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

j
". Other law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 
. Defect i ve deli nquent ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I" Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
,; Tort: 

I . Auto tort: 

1,
:( Motor tort ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
. Other tort: 

j' . Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1': Consent cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l':i Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I,.' Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 Contl"act ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
': Real jll"operty rights: 
1.-. Condemnati on ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l. Foreciosure •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l' Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
f~ Equity: f Other equi ty ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
f: Dolllestic relatioils: 
j' Marriage dissolution: 
t, Divorce, nullity, maintenance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
f ; Adopti OR ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
! ' Other da.estfc relations: 
i Paternity •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1
1-.. Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

! Estate: 
, Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
I Petition for guardianship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, Appeal: 
1 Appeal of adllinistl"ative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
L' Appeal of tl"ial court case .................................. . t : Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~: Extl"aordinary Wl"it: f' : Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Total civil .................................................... .. 

t
i

,.,.:; Cri.inald: 
.oj Felony/misdelleanor: 

Nonsupport ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
t; Other criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

f l." Adult offenses agai nst juvenil es ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
i': Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, Appeal of trial court case: 
11 Motor vehicle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
,1:\ Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 
'11 Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••• f: Postconviction reEdy: J:) Postconvi ct ion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, , Sentence revi ew only: f! Applications for review of criminal sentences •••••••••••••••• 

~~! Total criminal ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
t,-.J. 
, I 

I! Juvenile: 
t;,j Cl"iminal-t.ype offen!ie: f l,' 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

__ x 

76,622f 

X 
)( 

(j) 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

-1JlA 
17,867fi j 

X t,:j Ot~:~ij~~:~~{e;······································· ••• , ••••••• 
[I Child in need of assistance/child in need of supervision ••••• ___ X 

lj Total juvenile 

tl 
,\,,\ Grand total 

[J 

11 p 
II 

I , 

III. III .......................................... " ............................................. .. 

........ III III .... III III .. III III III .... III III .. III III III III III III III III III .. III III III III .. III III III III III III III III III III III III III ~ III III III III III III 

Chil: 
Lawffi 
Equitym ••• 

Total •••••• 
Cl"i.lnal •••• 

Total •••••••• 

Jurl Non-jury Total 

806 
o 

805 
1,581 
2,387 

1,673 
15,128 
16,801 
10,301 
27,102 

2,479 
15,128 
17,607 
11,882 
29,489 

6,310fj 

100,799fi 

2,024 2,119 )( 

2,263 1,962 X 
X 

4,287 4,081 X 

5,429 ' 5,377 )( 

2,178 1,951 X 
194 215 X 

2,372 2,166 X 
7,801 7,543 X 
5,969 4,837 )( 

315 278 X 
3,271 2,9(12 X 
3,5B6 3,180 X 

11,375 9,875 X 

30,371 27,491 X 
l,B4B l,B23 X 

12,150 7,332 X 
44,369 36,646 X 

595 566 X 

1,834 1,677 X 
901 933 X 

2,735 2,610 X 

---.ill. 354 X 

81,064 69,692 87,994 

2,211 1,996 X 
31,784 28,973 X 

135 134 (j) 
34,130 31,103 X 

l,B52 2,053 X 
2,260 2,57B X 
4,112 4,631 X 

409 676 X 

251 233 -1JlA 
38,902 36,643 20,1079i j 

20,646 18,643 X 

~,706 2,483 X 

23,352 21,126 8,537j 

143,318 127,461 116,6389i 

Time i nterva 1 datan (average dals 1 
Filing to trial Filing to 

or hearing disposition 
Chfl : 

Lawn ........... 423 371 
Equit.yn •••••••• 172h 236 

Total h ••••••••••• 207 275h 
Cl"illinalj •••••••• 126 159 
Juvenfl e.1 •••••••• 50 71 

(continued on next page) 
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296 Maryland Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the .classifications used by the CSIM project. 
H/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X 2 The d~ta for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
All juvenile cases are heard in this court in all counties except Montgomery County. where they are heard in the ~istrict Court. Juvenile 

data for Montgomery County are given on the District Court profile. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is th~ number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if tl'fed to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in te annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Time interval data for total civil cases were computed by weighting the average for law and for equity cases by the number of cases tried or 

disposed of each type. 
iData are not complete: 

Cri.inal and grand total pending do not include sentence review only cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Pending figures for adult offenses against juveniles are included in the total pending for juve:ile cases. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The equity category for trial data includes d_stic rellt·lons. equity, and foreclosure. The law category includes all other civil 
categori es. 

"Information on time interval or ag~ of pending caseload data. 
The equity category for time interval data includes d_stic relatimls, I!qu"lty. and foreclosure. The law category includes all other 

civil categories. 

Source: Admi ni strative Office of the Courts. Annual Report 1978-79 (A>1napol is. Maryland). Statistit s are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MARYLAND DISTRICT COURT 
CQurt of li.ited jurisdiction 

12 districts, 85 judgl!s and chief jud~ 
July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

-~-~-~--~----
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\. 

\ 

: Heglnnlng 
~ Al~ ',1 :::~:;-______________________ ~pe:.!.n~d.!.!in!.~g,--_____________ -':~~ _____ ..P!!~!!.!L_ 
• Child: 

Disposed End 
pending 

\"1 Law: 

I

i Contract and tort cases ••••• ,................................ N/A 111.080 

297.564 
15.060 

N/A IVA 
J Rea I property ri ghts: 1 Landlord and tenant •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
, Other civil ......................... ~.......................... II./A 

Total civil 

Cri.inald: 
Misd_anor: 

Criminal ................................................... .. 
Adult offenses against juveniles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................. " ..................... . 

Total criminal ............................................................................ 
Traffic: 

Tota 1 traffi c 

Juvenl1eJ : 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

De 1 i nquency ................................................. . 
Other juvenile: 

N/A 

N/A 
X 

-.Jill. 
N/A 

N/A 

X 

423.704 

88.839 
19 

88.858 

88.858 

628,408 

1.498 

N/A 
-!Y.A 

N/A 

N/A 
19 

-!Y.A 
19i 

628.40sh 

1.616 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

HIA 
X 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

HIA 

X 

~ __ X 

2.213 X 

Child in need of assistance/child in need of supervision ••••• 

j Total juvenile 

j ,,,"' T,to' 

X 482 

X 1.980 

~ 
11 f. 

~ 

j 
.1 

I 
J 
'I 
1 

I 
. 0 

1.242fi 1.142,95(l 630.640i 1.009i 

Non-,jury trial d Cri.inal dispositions Traffic dispOSitions 

Civil.................... 41.117 
Traffic.......... ........ 214.5~6 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 255.713i 

Defendants held for grand jury action ..... 10.073 
Defendants trar.sferred to Circuit Court 

for jury trial •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6.837 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is cOllnted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Cases 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment. or complaint. 

paid ........... 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

413.812 

Ffgures are as given in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

The total number of traffic cases disposed was computed by adding the number of traffic cases disposed by non-jury trial and the number 
of cases paid. 

iData are not complete: 
Cri~inal dispositions include adult offenses against juveniles case~ only. 
Total disposed and pending data do not include civil or misde.eanor criminal cases. 
No information was available on the number of criminal or juvenile trials conducted. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Juvenile data are cases heard in the-District Court in Montgomery County only. In the remainder of the state. juvenile cases are heard in 

the Circuit Court. Data for juvenile cases outside Montgomery County are included on the Circuit Court profile • 

SOUrce: Administrative Office of the Courts. Annual Report 1978-79 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report e~cept that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

MARYLAND ORPHAN'S COURT 
Court of li.Vted jurisdiction 

22 counties, 66 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Orphan's Cowrt for fiscal year 1979. 
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment.· 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity matters and cases arising under specific 

statutes which cannot be transferred to a lower court. 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters. 
- Criminal appeals of death or life imprisonment sentence. 
Appellate review of cases from Appeals Court on certification. 

APPEALS COURT 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions. equity matters. administrative appeals. 

and proceedings relating to extraordinary writs. 
Criminal matters (except death or life imprisonment). 

TRIAL COURT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
258 ju~tices 

SUPERIOR COURT 
DEPARTMENT (14) 
46 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

DISTRICT COURT 
DEPARTMENT (69) 

- Original jurisdiction in all civil and criminal 
matters except where another department 
has exclusive original jurisdiction. 

Hears appeals of civil. criminal. and juvenile 
delinquenCy cases from this and other 
departments in an Appellate Division. 

163 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Ori;:;inal civil jurisdiction under $4.500. 

Small claims under $750. 
- Felonies (sentence less than five years); 

misdemeanors. municipal ordinance 
violations. 

Jury trials. 

JIlVENILI£ COURT 
DEPARTMENT (4) 

7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
(Located in Boston, 
V\brchester, Springfield, 
and BristoL) 
• All juvenile matters. 

Jury trials (6-person). 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Appeals of cases originating in this 
department heard in an Appellate Division. 
Jury trials (6-p.rson) de novo and in the first 
instance.· .. 

HOUSING COURT 
DEPARTMENT (2) 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
(Located in Hampden County 
and the City of Boston.) 
- Matters (civil and criminal) 

relating to health. safety. or 
welfare of occupant in place of 
human habitation. 

LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Land confirmation and 

registration and related 
matters. 

BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT 
DEPARTMENT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters under $4.500. 
- Felonies (fine less than $5.000, sentence 

less than 5 years). Misdemeanors, 
municipal ordinance violations. 
Appeals of cases originating in this depart
ment heard in an Appellate Division. 
Jury trials (6-person) de novo and in the first 
instance .•• 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 
DEPARTMENT (14) 
27 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, probate of 

wills. administration of 
estates. divorce and 
annulment, guardianship, 
adoption matters, and name 
changes. 

- Equity. 

• Appeals generally may be taken to either the Appeals Court or the Supreme Judicial Court with the Supreme Judicial Court deciding which court 
will hear each case. 

"The District Court Department and the Boston Municipal Court Department both rCl:eived jurisdlclionon January 1, 1979 to conduct jury of six 
trials In the first Instance and as the result of an appeal de novo. These cases previously were heard by a jury of twelve In the Superior Court 
Department. 

l 

Court of 
last 

re~ort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

I 
! 
I 
I 

F 

/
',' " MASSACHUSETTS SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 

Court of last resort 1 7 justices 
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, Septe.ber I, 1978 to August 31, 1979 
t '1:~~------~------------------------------~------~B~~~9~ln~n~l~ng~~--~-------------------------------------=--~~ ... 
J Filed 1 pending Disposed End 

pending 
ll-c-as-e-s-:---------------------------------

I Appeals: 

I 
Full court appeal s ... / ...................................... . 
Single justice appeals l •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

L, Total appp.als ................................................ . 

! 

I ~ 
!; 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ......................................... . 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Full court appeals: 
Written opinions ••••••••••••••••• 
Rescript opinions •••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................ . 

23D 
20 

250 

175 
N/A 

-USi 

175i 

339 
N/A 

--mi 

339i 

393h 
39 

-m 

432 

Disposition of full court appeals 

Without opinion: 
Dismissed ....................... 17 
Summary disposed •••••••••••••••• 126 

1349 
N/A 

"'TI4gi 

1349 i 

Ii ~B-ol~d~f~a-ce~h-e-ad~i~n-g-s-i~n~d~i-ca~t-e~th~e--c~la-s-s~i~fi~c-a~t7io-n-s--u-se-d~b·-y~t~h-e-C~S~I~M~pr~o~j-e~ct~.----------------------------------------------------------
'~,' Blank space" Not enough information is known. TIle case category mayor may not be handled by the court • 
. N/A" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

i gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and iData are not complete: 
dispositions: Massachusetts Supreme JUdicial Court justices also sit (on a 

Fi gures are as gi ven in or as cal cuI ated from the unpubl i shed rotati onal basi s) in "si ngle justi ce sessi ons." No fil i ng or 
data. pendi~g data were available on the number of cases handled in 

hFigure was computed: these sinale justice sessions. 
The number of full court appeals disposed was calculated by adding jExplanatian of-data included in the category: 

the number of oplnions to the number of cases dismissed and the Pending case figures do not include cases on which argument had 
number summary disposed. been heard but no'opinion had been released. 

Li Source: 

~ 
Unpublished data supplied by the Supreme Judicial Ce~rt. 

:4 
') 

MASSACHUSETTS APPEALS COURT 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

10 judges 
September 1. 1978 to August 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beglnnlny 
pending 

Total appeals ................................................. --n;2' 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ••••••••••••• do ............................. . 

Tota 1 cases .................................................... , .......... . 

Hanner of disposition 

Full opinions •••••••••••••••••••••••• 200 
Rescript opinions •••••••••••••••••••• 188 

Total ........... " •••••••••••••••••••••• 388 

762 

Filed Disposed 

1,045 975 

DispOSition of appeals 

Without opinion: 
Summarily disposed without hearing ••••••• 135 
Dismissals/appeals withdrawn/remands 271 
Transferred to the Supreme 

Judicial Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 181 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space. Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

~na 
Pendingj 

6779 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions: 
Figures are as given in or as calculated from the unpublished 

data. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the '~tegory: 
Pending case figures do not Include cases on which argument had 

been heard but no opinion had been released. 

hFlgure was computed: 
The number of appeals disposed was calculated by adding the number 

of opinions to the nllmber of cases disposed without opinion. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Supreme Judicial Court. 
!VI 
" 
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MASSACHUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT 

Court of gener~l jurisdiction 
14 courts. 46 justices 

July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 
Beglnn1ng 
pending 

Child: 
Other ci vil : 

Jury cases .................................................. . X 
X 

86.332.f 
Non-jury cases .............................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 86.332f 

Criminald: 
Appeal ........................................................ . 827 
Other cri.inal ................................................ . 33.603 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

34.430f 

120.762f 

Disposition of criMinal appeals 

Withdrawn ................... 296 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••• 376 
Sentences reduced ••••••••••• 46 
Sentences increased ••••••••• 0 

Total ........................ 718 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

X 
X 

31.793 

31.793 

850 
30.036 

30.886 

62.679 

X = The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 

End -Disposed pending 

X X 
X X 

37.372 80.8541 

37.372 80.8541 

718 959 
41.448 25.039 

42.166 25.998 
!-

79.538 106.852 

dease definition or unit of count: fBegi nni ng pendi ng fi gure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or 

indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury Is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement 

or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

end pendi n9 fl gure for the 1978 court year: 

1 
Fi gures are as gi ven in the annual report. 

Special source or revision in the data: 
The end pend'! ng fi gure for civil cases was corrected by the Offi ce 

of the Chief Administrative Justice as the result of a physical 
inventory carried out during 1980. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court. 1979 (Boston. 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual repo'rt except that totals have been computed where necessary. and corrections 
were supplied by the Offlce of the Chief Administrative Justice durin9 data verification. 

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSiNG COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

2 coyrtsb • 3 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Child: 
SlIa11 cl allIS .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Civi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Summary process •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •..•.•• , .•••...... I •••• II •••• II •••••• I •••• I •• ., ••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Crilfinald: 
MisdeMeanor: 

Criminal ••••• 1 ••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• t •••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total ..•.•....••.••....•.•..•••..•.•.•.....••••••.•.••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-1ill, 

N/A 

--1!LA 
N/A 

fIlA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the cSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Information: 
The two courts are in Boston and Hampden County. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

Filed 

1.920 

1.645 
5,224 
6.869 

8.789 

~ 

5.652 

14.441 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

...JJLA 
N/A 

...JJLA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administr'ative Justice of the Trial Court. 1979 (Boston. 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-1YA 
N/A 

...JJLA 
M/A 

N/A 

i 

i 
\ 
~ 

MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT COURT DEPARTMENTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

69 divisions. 163 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

301 

\ '",11', 
l.aw: 

\
~ Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Filed 

73.993 

Disposed 
tnd 

pending 

50.878 N/A 
N/A 27.492 

i Supplemenatry process •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'i Cases removed to Superi or Court Department ••••••••••••••••••• 

67.530 
1.893 N/A 

N/A 

i 
J , 

t 
I t, 
{ , 

\" , ; 
\ ' 

Ii , 

Total ............................... 011 ............... ••• .... •• .... • .. ••••• .... •• 

Real property rights: 
Summary process .......................... "', ................. . 

Sull claillS ...................... , .......................... .. 
DOMestic relations: 

URESA ...................................................... .. 
Mental health: 

Menta 1 commitments .......................................... . 
Other ci vil : 

Unspecified transfer cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................ , ..................................... . 

Crl.lnald: 
MisdeMeanor: 

Crimi na 1 comp I ai ntsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeals to Jury Sessionsa •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
DIU/OUI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

-.!J/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

141.523 80.263 

23.103 16.483 N/A 
122.163 87.552 N/A 

4.374 2.328 N/A 

2.616 2.269 N/A 

~ 2.352 -1YA 

297.034 191.247 N/A 

198.120.1 X N/A 

20.715 ~ -1YA 

218.835 Xi N/A 

(j) X N/A 
2.687.857 1.501.247 N/A 

590.070.1 X N/A 
X N/A Motor vehicle complaints entered ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile motor vehicle complaints •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

N/A 
N/A 

_N/A 
11.087 

601.157 X -1iLA 

Tota 1 tra ffi c ................................................... 

Juven1le: 
CriMinal-type offense: 

Other cO'iTlplaints ............................................ . 
Status offense: 

Child in need of services •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Care and protection •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal to jury sessions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

3.289.0141 1.501.247i N/A 

29.277 X N/A 

2.684 1.899 N/A 

1.189 847 N/A 

~k --1Y.A -1YA 

34.376 2.746i N/A 

----------------------------------
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 3.839.259 

Traffic dispOSitions 

Parking: 
Tickets paid ••••••••••••••• 1.086.583 
Complaints disposed of 414.664 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj~ftbl or not In a useable form. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unava a e, 

2.322.052{ N/A 

aCourt jurisdlcti~n: 1 1979 the District Court Department had jurisdiction of first instance and de novo appeal requests for six-person 
Be~~~~i~~1~~S.an~~~~al~ no l~nger went to the 12-person jury session In the Superior Court Department. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

IData are not complete: 
Total traffic ffled figure does not include Dtill/DUI cases. ", 
Total traffic disposed figUre does not include DWI/DUI or other trafflc\f'.olatlon cases. 
Total Juvenile disposed does not Include cri.lnal-type offense or juvenile .pp~als. 
Grand total disposed figure does not Include crt.inal appeals cases, or juvenile appeals cases. 

jEXP~~~~i~~~ ~~m~~~in~~c~~~~~d!nS~~: ~!i~~~r~~ses. A maximum 5-year sentence may b~ 9iv~n in thesesfelony cases. 
Total mlsdeleanor and crl.lnal filed cases include DWI/DUI and operating so as 0 en anger case. 

kAddltional Information: h f j 11 cases' 1 134 came from criminal-type offense cases, 42 from status offense cases. 
There were appeals filed in all tree types 0 uven e •• -

and 75 from non-uffense cases. 
Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Thial Court. 1979 (Boston, 

Source: Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed were necessary. 

" , . 



302 BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT DEPARTMENT, MASSACHUSETTSa 
Court of general jurisdictfon 

1 court. 9 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

"1eglnnlng 
pending Filed 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supplementary process civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer ~~om Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer to Superior Court Department ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................... , ................. •• .. 
Real property rights: 

Summary process ........................................ .. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

24,221 
1,240 
2,953 

2B,414 

520 

Disposed £nd 
pending 

15,433 N/A I 
104 N/A ! 
407 N/A 1 

\' 
36B i' 

16,312 N/A r 
399 N/A t , 

I' 
Slllall claillS: 

Small claims ........................................... . 
Supplementary process small claims •••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,409 
125 

54B N/A t 100 N/A 
Total ................................................. • .. 

Doaestic relations: 
Support/custody: 

URESA ................................................ . 
"ental health~ 

Menta 1 conmi tments .................................... .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of tr1al court c~se: 
Appellate division •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................................................ . 

Crl~ll1ald: 
Other cri_inal: k 

Jury of si x cases ...................................... . 
Domestic relationsj .................................... .. 
Other criminal complaints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................. 1> ••• 

Total criminal ........................................... . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Complaints ............................................. . 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Total traffic............................................. N/A 

Grand total ................. " .............................. . 

Civil (law) .......... .. 
Cri.inal and trafrfcJ: 

Jury of sixj ......... 
COmplaintsj ••••••••••• 

Total ............... .. 
Total ................ .. 

x 
X 
X 
X 

Non-jury 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Total 
2,'f05 

793 
9.137 
9,930 

12,635 

Time interval data (cri.inal jury of six) (days) 

Aging of completed caseload: 
Under 30 days •••••••••••••••• 348 
31 to 60 days •••••••••••••••• 285 
61 to 90 days •••••••••••••••• 109 
91 to 120 days ••••••••••••••• 35 
Ove'r 120 days ................ 16 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the CSIM project. 

N/A 

2,534 64B 

241 241 

35 35 

39 __ 1_0 

31,7B3 17 ,645 

l,751k l,OB6 
71 X 

12,040 X 
13,B62 __ X 

13,B62 X 

18.596 __ X 

18.596 X 

64,241 36,341k 

Cri.inal and traffic dispositions 
Jury of 

Complaintsj six 
Guilty pleas ..................... 8,473 ---
Acquitted •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,067 N/A 
Bound over to grand jury......... 719 
Placed on file, dismissed, etc. ,. 3,822 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••• ,... 5 
Defaulted ........................ 187 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••••• 45 
lIithdrawn .. ...................... N/A 56 

Civfl (law) dispositions 

Removed to Superior Court.. 379 
Defaulted •••••••••••••••••• 11,485 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Beginning on January 1979, the Boston Municipal Court Department 

received jurisdiction of first instance and de novo appeal 
requests for six-person jury trials. 

dCase definition O~ unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 
A trial is counted when the jury is sworn or when an openin9 

j 
statement or the introducti~n of any evidence occurs. 

Explanation of data included in the category: 
Crfminal domestic relations caseS are incidents of domestic 

v101ence. 
Trial and disposition data given for cri.tna' and trafffc 

complaint cases include crf.inal domestic relations, traffic 
complaints, and other criminal complaints. 

kAdditional information: 
The Boston Municipal Court Department received jurisdiction to 

h?ld six-person jury sessions on January 1, 1979, the middle of 
tne court reporting period. Data given here cover this 
six-month period and inclUde first instance requests for jury 
trials as well as de novo appeals. 

The 1,751 crt.tnal jury of six cases involved 8B9 defendants. 
TIle court also issued 327 search warrants and 5,677 rubbish 

disposal and violation of laws regulating the control of dogs 
matters. 

Source: ChIef Administrative Justice, Annual Re
7
0rt--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1979:y~oston, 

Massachusetts: 1980). Statistics ~re rom the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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I.e . MASSACIIUSEJJ~ LAND COURT DEPARTMENT 

Court ~f general jurisdiction 

1 
1 court. 3 justi ces 
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July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

I ______________ ~--------------

\
1 Child. 

Beglnnlng Filed Disposed End 
pending 

'J • , Real property rights: 
" Land registration and land confirmation .................... .. 

Subsequent petitions of land registration •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax liens ................................................... . 

1,491 
52 

3,799 
Equity and miscellaneous .................................... . 8,043 

Total ........................................................ . 13.385 

Total civil .................................................... . 13,385 

Grand tott ~ ........................................................ . 13,385 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

k 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Additional information: 

pending 

343 304 1,530 
1,993 2,008 37 
2,125 1,139 4,785 
4,544 4,406 8,181 
9,005 7,857 14.533 

9,005 7,857 14,533 

9,005 7,857 14,533 

There were 38 land confirmations filed and 34 disposed. The remainder of the land registration and land confirmation cases were land 
registrations. 

During the court year, 277 decree plans were made and 734 subdivisions were handled by the court in addition to the data reported on this 
proffl e. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court 1979 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where neces~ary. 

MASSACHUSETTS JUVENILE COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 courtsb • 7 justfces 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

-
CriMinald: 

"isdeilleanor: 
Adult •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenl1ed: 
Cri~lnal-type offense: 

Juvenile criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
De 1 f nqut!nt ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate--de11nquency ••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offenses: 
Child in need of services •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate--child in need of services ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Children in need of care and protection •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate--care and protection ••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• " .••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 1J.j' 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••• /) •••••••••••••• , .............. . 

Grand tot a 1 k ••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

~ 

36 

24 
11,550 

318 
11,892 

1,837 
1 

1,838 

572k 
88 
~ 

14,390 

14,426 

Disposed 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

bparticular court or reporting system lnformation: 

d 
The four courts are located In Boston, Bristol, Springfield, and Worcester. The appellate d1v1slon is located in Boston. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
• The criminal and juvenile case unit of count is the number of complaints. 
~Additional information: 

In the course of conducting the business of the court, 68,080 jUdicial determinations were made. 
The 572 cllmplaints for children in. need of care and protection represent 1,116 children. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court 1979 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where neces;ary. 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

.. 
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MASSACHUSETTS PROBATE AID FAMILY COURT DEPARTMEMT 

Court of general jurisdiction 

Child: 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 

14 courts, 27 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

BegInnIng 
pending 

Oi vorce .................................................... N/A 
Desertions and living apart •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total....................................................... N/A 
Support/cust~: 

Separate support and maintenance........................... R/A 
Custody of minors •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total ................................. ,..................... tVA 
Adoptions .................................................... N/A 
Other do.est1c relations: 

Abuse prevent petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Total......................................................... N/A 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Wills ...................................................... N/A 
Administrations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total........................................................ N/A 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianships (minor and mentally ill) ••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Trusteeships ............................................... N/A 
Accounts and distributions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total ...... "................................................ N/A 
Other estate: 

Partitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Real estate sales.. .................................... .... N/A 
Equitable relief ........................................... N/A 

Total................................... .................... N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Other c1 vil .................................................... ~ 

Total civil N/A 

Grand total... ................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is h~ndled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

25.144 
90 

25,234 

3.458 
304 

3.762 
2.852 

1.215 
33.063 

14.024 
10.592 
24.616 

2,618 
951 

22,062 
25,631 

259 
3,456 
1,363 
5.078 

55,325 

17,432 

105,820 

105,820 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-.!JlA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annu~l Report--Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1979 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 circuit judge serves 
Jurisdiction: 

MICHIGAN COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Considers applications for leave to 

appeal, mainly from decisions of the 
Court of Appeals, and grants appeals 
as a matter of discretion. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
(3 PANELS) 
18judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from Cir

cuit Court ~nd Recorder's Court of 
Detroit. 

+ 
CIRCUIT COURT (52) 
163 judges 
jurisdiction: 

t 
RECORDER'S COURT OF 
DETROIT 

- Jurisdiction over claims and demands 
against State over $100 except where 
Circuit Cocrt has jurisdiction. 

-Exclusive domestic relations, equity, 
and general civil over $10,000. 

-Exclusive felony jurisdiction except 
where there are special criminal 
courts. 

23 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All criminal within Detroit. Felony, 

misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 
violations and traffic. No jury trials. 

f 
DISTRICT COURT 
(90) 
213 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive dvillitigation under 
$10,000 excluding equity. 
Small claims under $300. 

-Misdemeanors, ordinance 
violations with sentence less 
than 1 year, felony 
preliminilries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates r(lute \If appeal. 

Appeals.dc novo or on record. Jury trials. 

jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT 
(64) 
85 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
caSes pertaining to wills, 
estates, and other related 
matters. 

-Exclusive delinquency, 
dependency, ,1nd neglect 
jurisdiction. 

Jury trials in juvenile. 

1 
COMMON PLEAS 
COURT OF DETROIT 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive civil action~ under 
$5,000 in Detroit. Civil 
actions under $10,000. Small 
claims under $300. Landlord 
and tenant. 

-Criminal arraignments in 
Wayne County. 

Jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
(8) 
10 judges 
jurisdiction .. 
-Civil, landlord and tenant 
under $1,500. Some courts 
handle small claims. 

-Misdemeanors, traffic ,1nd 
ordinance violations with 
fines less than $500 and 
sentence less than 3 months. 

Jury trials. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Oi sci p 1i nary: 
state Bar Grievance Board •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superintending control of Grievance Board or Board of 
, Law Exami ners ........................................... . 

JUdicial Tenure Commission ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Advisory opinion: 
Request for advisory opinion from Governor or Legislature " 
Certified question per GCR 1963, 797 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Applications from decision of Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 
Applications prior to decision of Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Total other cases ................................ , ............. . 

Total cases 

Manner of dispOSition 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••• 127 
Order without opinion •••••••• ,. 175 

Beg1nmng 
pending 

X --r 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--r 

8S0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed Disposed 

issr X 
55 e X 

8 X 

27 X 
1 X 

36 X 

3 X 
3 X 
6 X 

42 X 

l,40S X ( Xle 
23 X ( X e 

1,428 X !SSje I,'l7!l X 55 e 

1,470 (55)e 1,508 (55)!! 

Oisposition of cases 

Oismissed or withdrawn ••••••••• 34 
Cases granted •••••••••••••••••• 55 
Denial of leave to appeal ...... 1,161 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applica~le. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: kAdditional information: 

End 
pending 

X ---x-

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

-X 

812 

Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until 
the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. 
These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing i~ 
parentheses. 

Of the 1,470 cases filed, 634 were c1vil and 836 were criMinal 
cases. 

\ 

I 
I , 

Source: State Court Admi ni strator, Annual Report 1978-79 (La/,Isi ng, Mi chi gan: 1979). Stati sti cs are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. l m. ____ ~~~~~~~~~~ __ ~~ __ ~ ____________ • _____________________________________________________ ~ _________ ,g ___ ~ 

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEAlS 
Intenlediate appellate court 

3 panels. 18 judges 
January 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Claim of appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................ .. 

Tota 1 cases ................................................... .. 

Beg1nnlng 
pending 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

1979 

Filed 

3,862 
3,8b"2 

X 
X 

r.m 

5,499 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••••• 2,79om 
Order .............................. 2,369 

Boldfac.!! headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The number of written opinions includes per curiam and memorandum opinions. 

Oisposed End-
pending _ 

X N/A ---x- NTA 

X N/A 
X N/A 

--X N7A 

5,159 MIA 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1979-BO (Lansing. Michigan: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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MICHIGAN CIRCUIT COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

52 circuits. 163 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negl i gance ........................................... . 

Product liability tort ...................................... . 
other tort .................................................. . 

Tota1 .................... , .................................. .. 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Oivorce ................................................... . 

Support/custody: 
URESA/support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other domestic relations: 
Paternity ...................... •••••••••• .. • .. • .. •••••••••• 

Tota ~ """" .... ~ .................................................................................................. .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adarinistrative agency case: 
Labor relations .......................................... .. 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appeal from District court •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 

Total ................. •••••••••••••• .. • .. •• .. •• .. •••• .. • .. .. 
Ot her ci vil : 

Other general civil ......................................... . 

Total civil ......................................... " ......... . 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Criminalj .................................................. .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal from District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................ •• .. ••••••• .. • .. •••••• .. ••••••• .. • 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Beg1 nOJ ng 
pending 

21,461fi 
533fi 

3,271f ; 
25,265fi 

43,121fi 

4.80~fi 

3,909fi 
51,839fi 

123fi 
, 

877fi 
l,OOOfi 

36,218fi 

114, 322fi 

9.063fi 

557fi 

9,620fi 

123,942fi 

Filed Disposed 

13, 734~ 
3941 

3, 325~ 
17 ,4531 

ll,841~ 
3801 

3,035~ 
15,2561 

97,307i 94,091; 

22, 768i 24.0071 

8,759i 
126,857i 8,091i 

128,166i 

135i 150i 

911; 
1.061i 963i 

1.098i 

44.928i 48,686; 

189,448i 194,057i 

28.325i 28,632i 

568i ~i 

28,893; 29,140i 

218,341i 223,197i 

Trial di Criminal dispositionsi 

~ury. Non-Jurl Total 
Ci vil : 

210 855k Tort .................. 645 
DOlEstic relations ... 71 2,578 2,649 
Appeal ............... 2 19 21 
Other civil .......... 461 1,195 1,656 

Total ................. 1,179 4.002 5.181 
Criminal: 

510 2.052 felony .............. 1,542 
Appeal ............... 2 13 15 

Total ................. 1.544 523 2.067 
Grand total ............. 2,723 4,525 7.248 

Auto 
tort 

Dismissals ............................... 2-;046 
Transfer remands to lower court 309 .......... 

157 .............................. 

Product 
liability 

tort 
137 

9 
6 

Guilty pleas ................. .. 
Dismissals ................... .. 
Remands to lOller court ....... .. 
No progress •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bench warrant •••••••••••••••••• 
Other judicial dispositions ... . 
Non -serv; ce ................... . 

Civil dispositions i 
Other 

SUpportl domestic other Marriage 
dissolution custody relations tort 

4.454 1.497 1,308 7,122 
0 151 0 0 

177 3.330 486 194 

ii~2~ 
3,778 
1,324 

o 
879 

7,660 
1,680 

Agency 

~ 
2 
9 
0 

~ 
166 
113 

o 
o 

206 
o 

Trial 
court 

~ 2 9 
B8 
68 
0 

307 

End 
pending 

Total 
1T;'NT 
3,944 
1.437 

o 
879 

7,866 
1,680 

other 
civil 

19, 568~ 
5791 

2, 981 ~ 
23,0681 

46, 337i 

3.570i 

3,241~ 
53,1481 

108i 

929i 
1.037i 

32,460i 

109,713i 

8,756i 

617i 

9,373i 

119,086i 

Total 
D,663 24,Ij3 

481 1,040 
1,305 5.732 

15 615 No progress 130 0 372 98 
Bench warrant 0 0 4,742 35 502 30,458 123,026 ............................ 

8.096 73 714 64,505 13,901 
Other judi cl a I dispositions ............... 

1,862 139 812 Non-servi ce .............................. 

Time interval datal (average months) 

Filing to begi~f trial 
Jurl n- u'2 

Civil : 
Allto tort ............................. . 
Product liability tort ............... .. 
Other tort ............................ . 
Marrlage dissolution and support/custody 

(hearings) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dow!stlc relations .............. . 
A 11 other CI vii ....................... . 

Cri.lnll ............................... . 

29.1 23.5 
32.6 23.3 
31.7 20.0 

19.5 
30.7 
7.0 

12.2 
18.2 
13.6 
6.1 

16.326 5.046 2,005 32 0 8.108 34,330 

Age of pending caseloadi (6/30/79) 

Cases pending more than two years: 
Civil : 

Tort ......................... . 
DulEstic relations .......... .. 
Appeal .................... •••• 
other civil ................. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Felony ...................... •• 
Appeal ................... ••• .. 

Total ......................... . 
Grand total ••••••••••• •••••••••• 

7,5B1 
3.010 

64 
10,059 
20,714 

171 
7 

118 
20,892 

(cont1nued on next page) 
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308 Michigan Circuit Court (continue~) 

Boldface headings indicate the ciassifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase defi:lition or unit of court: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 197B court year. 
In 1979, data were available for some counties that did not report in 197B. This caused the dat~ reported as pending at the beginning of 

the 1979 court year to be different from those reported as pending at the end of the 1978 court year. 
iData are not complete: 

No caseload data available for Arenac, JacKson, or Mason Counties. 
No time to disposition data were available for Arenac, JacKson, Mason, or Wayne Counties. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal includes some high misdemeanors that are punishable by more than 1 year in prison. 

kAdditional information: 
Of tort trials, 662 trials were conducted for auto tort, 30 for products liability tort and163 for other tort. Of dOMestic relations 

trials, 2,436 trials were conducted for marriage dissolution, 22 for suport/custody and 191 for other do.estic relations. Of trials 
of appeals, 7 trials were conducted for administrative agency appeals, 14 for appeals of trial court cases. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1978-79 and Circuit Court Supplement (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report and supplement except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrati~e agency case: 

MICHIGAN COURT OF CLAIMSa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 circuit judge serves 
July 1, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Begl nmng 
pending 

Cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 591 
149 
740 

Appealsj .................................................. . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Total civil 740 

Grand total ..................................... " ••••••••••••••• 740 

Cases: 
Civil disPQsitions 

Settled......................... 8 
Consent judgment •••••••••••••••• 79 
Dismissed on motion ••••••••••••• 102 
Dismissed on stipulation •••••••• 74 
Judgment for plaintiff •••••••••• 19 
Judgment for defendant •••••••••• 17 
Discontinued •••••••••••••••••••• 15 
Dismissed by court •••••••••••••• 1 
Cancel--duplicate ••••••••••••••• 0 
Withdrawn ••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 

Appeals: 
Allowed ......................... 35 
Denied .......................... 114 
Withdrawn .... "................. 0 
Di smi ssed ....................... 0 
Returned to VVEBS •••••••••••••••• 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Filed 

368K 
14 
~ 

382 

3B2 

Disposed 

332 
149 

-.lli_ 
481 

481 

Data for this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts since circuit judges serve. Effective January 1, 1979, the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims will be assigned to the 30th JUdicial Circuit. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Appeals are appeals under the Vietnam Era Bonus Section Act. 

KAdditi onal information: 
Cases filed includes 9 cases remanded from appellate courts. 

End 
pending 

627 
14 

641 

641 

641 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

r' 
'I RECORDER I S COURT OF DETROIT. MICHIGANa 
'j' Court, of general jurisdiction 

309 

1 court. 23 judges 

\

':F' =-~=-~~-====-== __ =-____ ~~=-__ ~~~~~Jacn=u:a=rY __ l_.~19a7~9~to~~~ce~mb~e~r_3al_.-=19_7_9==a= ____ ========= __ ~~ __ -=-=~:a====~~~== 
l~~~~ ______________________________________________ ~~~~~ ____________________________ ~ ______________ -l~~~ __ 
'~:rilllinal :d 
i Felony: 
1 Felony Division .......................................... . 
1 Misdl!llll!anor: 

Mi sdemeanor Di vi si on ..................................... . 
Ordinance violation: 

City ordinance--Non-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ............................................ . 

lrraffic: I Other traffic violation: 
. State offenses--Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

City ordinance--Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................................................... . 

Tota 1 tra ffi c ................................................ 
i ,IGrand total , 
i 

i , 
! 

1 
! 

I 
I 

................................................... 

Trial d 

Criminal: 
Felony .................. . 
Misdemeanor ............. . 
Ordinance violation ••••• 

Total .................. .. 
Traffic .................. . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••• 

Jury Non-jury Total 

528 541 
35 2,883 

N/A N/A. 
563i 2,4241 

N/A. N/A. 
5631 2,4241 

1,069 
2,918 

N/A. 
3,9871 

N/A 
3,987i 

Boldface headings indicated the classificatians used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

After tri a I : 
F~lony Misdemeanor 

Not guilty .................... . 
Dismissed ..................... . 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Before tri a 1 : 

N/A 205 
N/A 2,178 
N/A 535h 

Guilty plea ................... . 
Dismissals before trial ....... . 

5,355 3,172 
3,152 0 

Remands to lower court ••••••••• o a 
Bench warrants ••••••••••••••••• 1,000 0 
Other judicial disposition ••••• 
Non-service' •••••••••••••••••••• 

394 0 
o a 

d The court is divided into three div.isions: the Felony Division, the Misdemeanor Division, and the Traff'ic and Ordinance Division. 
Case definition or unit of count: 

The c ... iminal cas,' unit of count is the number of defendants on the warrant. 
A jury trial is C' '"ted when the jury is sworn. 

h A non-jury trial .~ counted when the first witness is sworn. 
Figure was computed: 

The number of misdemeanors convicted at trial was calculated by subtracting the number not gulty and the number dismissed from the number of 
trial s. 

iData are not complete: 
j Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include misdl!ftleanors. 
I Total criminal trial figures do not include trials conducted on ordinance violation cases. 
J
! L ~r~nd total trial figures do not include trials conducted on ordinance vial~tion or traffic cases. 
1 'Addltlonal information: 

!'I The Mi sdemeanor Di vi sian al so di sposed of 1,262 wri ts and other matters. 

f1 ,I 

H 

fl 
11 

!l 
Il p 

Iii 

II , 
• ! 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1978-1979 (Lansing, Michigan: 
tota 1 s have been computed lihere necessary. 

1979). Stat i sti cs are from the annual report except that 

., 
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COMMON PLEAS COURT OF OETROIT, MICHIGA~ 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
1 court, 13 judges 

July 1, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Child: 
law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SEll elaillS .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Summary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminal d: 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic ................................................. . 

Total criminal 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tria1 d 

Jury Non-jury 

Beg1nmng 
pending 

5D.637f 
1,526f 

34,864f 

87,D27f 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

87,027fi 

Filed 

101,039 
2,568 

42,822 

146,429 

N/A 

N/A 

146.429i 

Civil dispositions 

law 
Chil: 

Total 

1,529 
251 

6,114 
7,894 

Dismissal .................... 6-;-550 
Law ............................ . 173 1,356 Non-service •••••••••••••••••• 35,777 
Small claiMS .................. .. 251 Other judicial dispositions •• 41,765 
Real property ri9hts •••••••••••• 602 5,512 

Total civil .................... .. 775 7,119 

Age of pending case10ad 

Civil (law) cases pending over one year 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavai1ab1e._ 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Law and s.all claims cases are handled by the Civil Division. 
Real property rights cases are handled by the landlord-tenant Division. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when th~ jury is sworn. 

2,256 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 co~rt year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

i 
Figures are given as reported in the annual report. 

Data are f10t comp1 ete: • 
Grand total figures do not include cri~inal cases. 

Disposed 

85,621 
2,247 

38,990 

126,858 

~ 

N/A 

126,858i 

SIIIall 
claims 
~ 

619 
932 

I 
\ 

I 
Ena-\ 

pending.\ 
I 
t 

22.426~ 
469 

4,312 ' ---, 
27,2D79, 

N/A \ 

--;;\ 
27, 20791 

Real 
property 
ri ghts Tota 1 
8,211 15,206 
5,480 41,876 

19,185 61,882 

, 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1978-79 (lansing, Michigan: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

I 
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~ 
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II? MICHIGAN DISTRICT COURD 
t '", Court of 1 hili ted jurisdi ctl on 

311 

j gO courts. 213 judges 

\" :~_ .... ______________ ~ _____ J_U_ly_l_._1_9_7_8.,tl'!0 __ Ju!"!n'!'e'!"3'!"O_,_19_7_9 __________________ ... _~!1'""_= 
1 ,t=
L,/:..-----
r):hil d : 

Beglnmn? End 

l',j law: . 
L< C1V11 ........................................................ . 
f.·j S.all elalllS .................................................. . ,i R~al property rights: 
J Summary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i Total civil ................................................... .. 

1Cri.inald: 
I Ordinance violation: 
1 Ordinance--nontrafflc •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
J Other cri.inal: 
i State offense--nontraffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
j 
i 

Total criminal 

, Traffic: 

~
' Parking: 
, State and ordinance parkin; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
i Other traffic violation: 

I
tt State offense--traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.,1 Ordinance--traffic ......................................... .. 

1
'1 TO;::':';;;;;· :::: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::::: :::::: 

j ,; Grand total ..................................................... . 
i i 
! 
1 ~ j' , 
f, 
! ' 

f' : 
fA 

l.4Iv ..................... .. 
Stull claillS ............. . 
Real property rights •••••• 

663 
o 

128 
791 

Non-jury 

pending Filed Disposed pending 

25,515fi 177 ,209~ 168,576i 34,148~ 
6,106fi 80,7601 77 ,553i 9,3131 

4,426fi 76,763i 74,625i 6,564i 

36,047fi 334,732i 320, 754i 50,025i 

19,859fi 100,404i 97,893i 22,370i 

19,366fi 193,557i 189,034i 23,889i 

39,195fi 293,9611 286,927i 46,259i 

54,394fi 366,624i 331,921i 89,097i 

53,518fi 710,105i 690,672i 72, 951 ~ 
75,768fi 908,325i 897,4541 86,639~ 

129,286fi 1,618,430i 1,588,126i 159.5901 

183.680fi 1,985.054i 1,920.047i 248,687i 

358,952fi 2.613,74,1i 2,527,728i 344,971 i 

Civil dispositions i 

Real 
S.all property 

Law claias rights ~ 

Dismissals ••••••••••••••••••• 23,948 14.443 14,088 52,479 
Bench warrants ••••••••••••••• 324 42 2 368 

7,40B 2.516 1,451 11,375 I: 
~.; 

Total ..................... . 
Crillinal: 

5.529 
10.218 
13.129 
28,876 

6.192 
10,218 
13.257 
29.667 No progress •••••••••••••••••• 

Other judicial dispositions •• 67,399 24,657 27,800 119,856 

I: 
ti 
J i 
!.i 
t ! 
1 't 

11 j 
", 1 
·,l 

\j 

'f! 

Ordinance violation ••••••• 
Other cri.inal •••••••••••• 

Total .................... .. 
Traffic: 

Parkin!! .................. . 
Other traffic violation ••• 

Total ..................... . 
Grand Total •••••••••••••••••• 

508 
1.025 
1,533 

7 
2.003 
2.010 
4,334 

Traffic dispositions1 

Parking 
Guilty pleas ......... ..... .... 21,708 
Dismissals •••••••••••••••••••• 26,110 
Preliminary exam waived ••••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted •••• 
Bench warrants •••••••••••••••• 
Other judicial dispositions ••• 
Magistrate •••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic Bureau •••••••••••••••• 
Non-service ••••••••••••••••••• 
No progress ••••••••••••••••••• 

3.222 
20.347 
20,821 

173.733 
64,351 

6.588 
4.654 

11,242 

1.622 
35,452 
37,074 
77 ,192 

Other 
traffic 

violation 
214,211 
7~,186 

563 
231 

26,233 
35,905 

272.384 
759,414 
162.544 

o 

7.096 
5.679 

12.775 

1,629 
37.455 
39.084 
81.526 

Total 
235,919 
105.296 

563 
231 

29,455 
56,252 

293,205 
933.147 
226,895 

o II t Boldface headings indicate the class1fications used by the CSIM project. 

. dClise definition or unit of count: 

Non-servi ee . ................. 63.305 25,677 

Cr1.in&1 dispositionsi 

Ordinance 
violation 

Guilty pleas .................. .. 
Dismissals •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrate ..................... . 
Traffic bureau •••••••••••••••••• 
Bench warrants •••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary exam waived ••••••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted •••••• 
Other judicial dispositions ••••• 
Non-service ••••••••••••••••••••• 

34.147 
16,826 
5.156 
9.963 
6,144 

o 
1 

4,766 
13.794 

Age of pending caseloadi 

Ctvil cases pending over one year: 
Law ............................ . 
SMall claiMS •••••••••••.••••••• 
Rell property rights ••••••••••• 

\

I ....• jl

l

· -_. Not itpplicable. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
J1 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment. or complaint. 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. d A non-jury tri al is counted when the fi rst witness is sworn. 

18,027 107,009 

Other 
cri.inal 

44.965 
21,969 
36,004 
8,468 
6,455 

11,161 
11,099 
10,338 
32,896 

12.353 
2,221 
1.226 

Total 

79.112 
38.795 
41,160 
18.431 
12,599 
11,161 
11.100 
15,104 
46,690 

I fBeginning pending f1gurli for 1979 court year does not equal the end pending fi9ure for the 197B court year. 
,j In 1979. data were available for some counties that did not report in 1978. This caused the data reported as pending at the beginning of 

No data were available from the courts in 8arry, Ecoise. Kentwood, Livonia and Newaygo. I 
the 1979 court year to be different from those reported as pending at the end of the 1978 court year. 

, .•... iData are not complete: ,; 

"j Source: StaCe C('Iurt Administrator. Annual Report 1978-79 (lansing, Michigan: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
J 'have been computed where necessary. 

" 
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MICHlGAM MUNICIPAL COURT 

Court of li.ited jurisdiction 
8 courts, 10 judges 

July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Civild: 
Law: 

Ci vi] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
5M11 claiE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Summary proceedings •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vi] ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CrilJinal d: 
Ordinance violation: 

Ordinance--Non-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other Cri.inal: 

State Offense--non-traffi c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................. n ................................................. .. 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

State ordinance and parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

State offense-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordi nance--traffi c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 traffi c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ....................................................... 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

1,968f 
Of 

-...ill.f 

2,093f 

2.2U f 

12f 
2,940f 
2.952f 

5.163f 

7,916f 

Filed Oisposed 

2,206 2,378 
10 10 

1,263 1,293 

3,479 3,681 

4,832 4,743 

1,200 ---.h.!ll. 
6.032 5.916 

7.360 5.579 

2.057 1.788 
25,817 26.430 
27,874 28,218 

35.234 33,797 

44.745 43.394 

Trial d Crillinal dispositions 

Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil : 
Ordinance Other 
violation crilllinal 

Law .......................... 2 96 
Sull claims ................ 0 2 
Real property ri ghts ........ 0 58 

Total ........................ 2 156 
Crillinal: 

Ordinance violation .......... 10 317 
Other crilllinal .............. 2 39 

Total ........................ 12 3S6 
Traffic: 

Parking ..................... 0 97 
Other traffic violation ..... 11 1.051 

Total ......................... 11 1.148 
Grand Total .................... 25 1.660 

Civil dispositions 

Real 
Small property 

Law ~ rights 

Di smissa 1 s .......... 421 1 103 
Bench warrants ...... 1 0 0 
No progress ......... 285 0 0 
Other judicial 

dispositions .......... 980 7 1,130 
lion-service ......... 593 0 ~ 
Magi strates ......... 0 0 0 

Age of pending caseload 

Civil cases pending over one year: 

98 
2 

58 
158 

327 
41 

368 

97 
1.062 
1.159 
1.685 

525 
1 

285 

2,117 
595 

0 

Law .......................................... 532 
Stlal1 claims •••.••.••••••••.•••.••••.•••.•••• 0 
Real property rights .............. ........... 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of cuunt: 

Guilty pleas .................. . 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bench warrants ••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary exam waived •••••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted ••••• 
No progress •••••••••••••••••••• 
Other judicial dispositions •••• 
Traffic bureau ••••••••••••••••• 
Magi strate ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-servi ce ................... . 

1,290 
923 
189 

o 
o 
o 

399 
1,125 

o 
490 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty pleas ............... .. 
Dismissals ................. . 
Preliminary exam waived 
Preliminary exam conducted ••• 
Bench warrants ••••••••••••••• 
No progress •••••••• '.' •••• ~ ••• 
Other judicial dispositions •• 
Magistrate ••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic bureau ••••••••••••••• 
Non-service •••••••••••••••••• 

ll3 
193 

o 
o 
5 
o 

148 
o 

4,990 
33 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information! indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBe9inning pending figure for 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

209 
163 
64 

215 
209 

o 
94 
31 
o 

147 

Other 
traffic 

viollition 

4,714 
1,524 

6 
13 

410 
o 

526 
o 

17 ,B34 
2,129 

lrnrl 
pendirj 

Total 

1,499 
1,086 

253 
215 
209 

o 
493 

1.156 
o 

637 

Total 

4,827 
1.717 

6 
13 

415 
o 

674 
o 

22,824 
2,162 

1,7] 

---1 
1,8~ 

I 

I 
671 

\ 
101 

~ 
! 
1 
1 

3.99~ 
281 

2.327 
2,608 

6.600 

9,267; 

. i 

Source: State Court Adl~inistrator, Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Michigan: 1(79). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

f· 

MICHIGAN PROBATE COURP 
Court of liMited jurisdiction 

64 courts, 85 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

. .; Beg1nn1ng 

313 

End 
'"~ ______________________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~i~n~g ____________________________________________ ~~~~_ Filed Disposed pending 

1vild: 
j Real property ri ghts: 
l Condemnati on ................................................ . 
',lDolll!stic relations: 
Ii Moption .................................................... . 
>,1 Other oo.estlc relations: 

Paternity ................................................. . 
Marriage waiver ................... ; ....................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Total .................................. , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate ........................................................ . 
Mental nealth: 

Mental illness .............................................. . 
Mental handicapped/retarded ................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other civil: 

Name change .......................................... , ...... . 
Mi sce 11 aneousj .............................................. . 

Total ....................................................... :. 

Tota 1 ci vil 

raffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Juvenile traffic citations 

13i 

2.903i 

Oi 
Oi 
01 

2,903i 
N/A 

1,121fi 
749fi 

1.870fi 

44fi 
14fi 
5Bfi 

4.844fi 

Total traffic .... ••••• ....... ••••• .............................. N/A 

JUllenile: 
Cri.inal-type offense ......................................... . 
Status offense ................................................ . 
Non-offense: 

Abuse ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Neglect .................................................... .. 
Other negl ect ............................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total juvenile 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
3.070i 

N/A. 
3.0701' 

3,0701 

7.914fi 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. j NIA .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
, A civil case is counted with the fi1in9 of a petition or complaint. 

,) 9Change in pending does ~ot equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

24i 18i 19i 

3. 745i 3.420i 3,3109i 

9,780; 7,89Bi 29i 
4,392i 4,283i 469i 

14,l72i 12,181 i 489i 
17.917i 15,601i 3.3589i 

N/A N/A N/A 

ll,101i 10.875hi 1.347~ 
989i 1.084hi 6541 

12.090i ll.959hi 2.001i 

2.807! 3. 185i 799~ 
2,6741 2.468i 45g1 
5.481i 5,653i 1249; 

35.512i 33,231i 5.5029i 

42.984i -1Y.A --1Y.A 
42.9841 H/A N/A 

22.180i NIA N/A 
3,938i N/A N/A 

987i N/A N/A 
5.126~ N/A N/A 
4,1391 N/A N/A 

10.252i --1Yl. --1Yl. 
36.3701 N/A N/A 

ll4,866ik 33.231i 5,5029i 

I'll Fl gures are as gjven in the annual report. 
, hFlgure was computed: M Disposition data for mental health cases were computed from pending and filing data given in the annual report. Although the annual report II says no mentAl heaJ,th cases were completely disposed of. these computed figures may be interpreted as the number of cases which went from 
'I an active to an inactive status during the year. 
i iOata are not complete: 
~ Numerous court locations reported incomplete data for one or more case categories as a result, no comparisons should be made a"~ng these 
I dAta or between these data and data from other courts. 
'I Total civil figures do not include any estate cases. 

I Total juvenile beginning pending figure does not include crilllinal-type offense or status off'ense cases. 
" Grand total begiflning pending figure does not include any estate. trlffic, or criMinal-type offense or status offense juvenlle cases. 
'I Grand total end pending and disposed figures do not contain any estate, juvenile, or traffic data. ti jExplanation of data included In the category: 
\: Miscellaneous civil cases include safe deposits, escheats, and delayed births. 
j kAdditional information: 
'.j An addi ti on to the case categori es i ncl uded here, the court al so issues marri age 11 censes and conducts marri age ceremoni es. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Michigan: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
,i have been computed whel'e necessary. 

1 

I 



314 

r 
, 

I 

MINNESOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
COURT (2) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Ramsey and Hennepin counties. 
- Civil acHons under $6,000; forcible 

entry and unlawful detainer. 
- Misdemeanor, ordinance violations, 

preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 

1 
DISTRICT COURT (10) 
70 judges and 2 juvenil", judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. Administration of trust 

estates. Dissolution, annulment, 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption, change of 
name. Q<liet title,.real estate mortgage 
foreclosures. 

- Original criminal. 
- Juvenile in Second and Fourth 
Districts. 
- Special proceedings not exclusively 

cognizable by some other cour, or 
tribunal. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

f 
1 1 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
106 judges 

PROBATE COURT (2) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adminis

tration of estates, guardianship, and 
incompetency. Civil actions under 
$5,000. Conciliation jurisdiction to 
$1,000. Administration of trust 
estates. Dissolution, annulment, 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption, change of 
name. Quiet title, real estate mortgage 
foreclosures. 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Exclusive juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
., In Hellnepin and Ramsey counties. 
.. Administration of estates, 

guardianship, incompetency. 

+ ~ 
Ramsey and 
Hennepin cuun ties. 

I 
CONCILIATION COURT (2) 
per diem referees serve 
Ju risdlction: 
- Civil cases at law under $1,000, not 

including title to real estate. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

] Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

t . 

I" 

1 , 
I 
1 
1 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
1 

, 

I 
t 

! 
r 
j 
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MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

lllere were no data available for cases handled by the Supreme Court during 1979. 

MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 districts, 70 judges anrl 2 juvenile judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beginning 
pending 

Child: 
Lali: 

General civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Estate: 

Trust •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --.lY.A 
Total civil N/A 

Crilllinal d: 

Total criminal N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. MIA 

Grand total i .................................................... . N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A g This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

19.119 

-ill 
19.361 

N/A 

N/A 

19,361i' 
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Disposed End 
pending 

14.908 6.375 

303 ~ 

15,211 6.865 

N/A N/A 

N/A MIA 

15.211i 6.86Si 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the cOUrt calendar. the case is counted as a 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

iData are not complete: 
Grand total figures do not include cri~inal or juvenile cases. 

Source: UnpUblished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 
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MINNESOTA COUNTY COURT 

Court of li.ited jurisdiction 
67 districts, 106 judges 

January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Genera 1 ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Soall clai.s: 

Conciliation Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DOMestic relations: 

Marriage dissolutiun ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support/custody: 

Support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dOMestic relations: 

Adoption/appeal/other family ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ............................... , ........................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedent estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trust estate .................... , ••••••• '0 ................ .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental Health: 
Commitments ................................................. . 

Total ci vil ......................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Misdemeanor: 
Non-traffic criminal' ........................................ . 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Juvenile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nOlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

-1ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldtace headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is known to be handled by the court but the data were not available. 

dCase den ni ti Oft or unit of count: 

Of sposed [nd 
pending Filed 

8,612 7.753 1,480 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 1.741 

N/A N/A 1,722 

N/A 1.180 
N/A 4.643 

N/A 
N/A 

8,648 8.207 13.173 

1,859 1.089 1,730 
N/A 125 

1.089i 1.855 
9,2961 15,028 

N/A. 
1,859! 

10,5071 

1,889 -.L!142 -ill 
21,008i 18,491i 21.396) , 

-1ill. ~ ~ 
N/A tVA N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

21.008i 18,491i 21.3961 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for the jury case. 

iOata are not complete: 
Total guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship and estate cases filed an disposed do not Include trust estate cases. 
Total civil cases filed and disposed do not inlucde s.all clai.s, dOMestic relations or trust estat~ cases. 
Total cases filed and disposed do not include s~11 clai.s, domestic relations, trust estate, criminal, traffic, or juvenile cases. 
Total civil end pending figure does not include small clai~ cases. 
Total ca~!!s end pending do not include sillall claims, criminal, traffic, or juvenile cases. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 
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MINNESOTA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of li.lted jurisdiction 

2 courts, 28 judges 
January I, 1979 to Oece.ber 31, 1979 

Beglnnl ng 
pending 

Tota 1 ci \Ii 1 .......................................... ~ ............................................ . 722fh 

Total criminal ................................................ . N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic , ...................................................... . N/A 
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End Disposed Filed pending 

18.840 18,198 1,364 

N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18,8401 18,1981 1,364i 

Boldface headings indicate the cl~sslflcations used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 

disposition on t.he court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 cOllrt year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as given in the unpublished data. 
hFigure was computed: 

The beginning pending figure for civil ~ases was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending figures providvd by the staff of the 
Office of the State Court Administrator. 

iData are not complete: 
Total figures do not include crt.inal or traffic cases • 

Source: Unpubli shed data prov! ded by the Off! ce of the State Court Admi njstrator. Stat i sti cs are from the unpub 11 shed \lata except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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MINNESOTA PROBATE COURT 
Court of li.nted jurisdiction 

2 courts. 2 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

8eg1nn1ng 
pending 

Child: 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Supervised administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unsupervised administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Form~l, unsupervised administration ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship or conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••••• 

Mental he;alth: 
Conmi tment ............................................... . 

Total civil 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---.JYA 
N/A 

Total cases ................................................... N/A 

Boldface headin9s indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This casetype is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 

MINNESOTA CONCILIATION COURT 
Court of liMited jurisdiction 

2 courts; per die. referees serve 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Filed Disposed 

1,328 1,558 
2,346 1,374 

0 0 
3,674 2,932 

743 552 
4,417 3,484 

~ 1,067 

5,379 4,551 

5,379 4,551 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Conciliation Court during 1979. 

End 
pending 

3,713 
2,431 

1 
7,696 

790 
8,486 

--,-ill. 

8,933 

8,933 
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MISSISSIPPI COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
35 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. 

Bastardy. 
- Feloni~s, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
jury trials. 

t 
Law 

I • Equity 

COUNTY COURT (17) 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
- juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~So) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 

Jury trials. 

t Indlc.1tes rout~ of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all matters. 

• t 
CHANCERY COURT (20) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Elluity, divorce, alimony, probate, 

guardianship, mental commitments. 
- Hears juvenile if no County Court. 
Appeals de novo. 
jury trials. 

j~ 

I' t 
FAMIL Y COURT 
Jurisdiction: 

Ifno 
- Delinquency and neglect. 

County 
Adult crimes against juveniles. 

Jury trials of adults. Court. 

JUSTICE COURT (410) 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

] Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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MISSISSIPPI SUPREME COURrb 

Court of last resort 
9 justices 

JAnuary I, 1979 to Dec~er 31, 1979 

Be(llnmng 
pending Filed Disposed Eila 

Cases: 
pending 

Appeals: 
Civi I ....................................................... . 
Cri_inAI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unspecified cases (dismissed) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unspecified cases (reinstated) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
X 

418i X 
185i X 
119k 

487 
210 

3 
Tota I appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4n Illlr I2Z 4IT 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

51 14Jh 140 8 Other pet i ti ons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -----sJ ----ron --y.m ~ 

Total cases ................................................... .. 4381 843 862 

Other proceedings: 

126 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

111 12811 

Motions ..................................................... . ~l -.!Qlh ~h 
Total other proceedings .................................................................................. 231 529h 523 

Disposition of appeals Manner of disposition 

Written 
op;9~n 

Per 
curiam 

Affi rmed .......................................... 417 

Appeals on the merits ••••••• -rot 
121 
139 
511 
978 

Total 
--olJ! 

126 
140 
516 

Reversed .......................................... 128 
Affirmed In part, reversed in part •••••••••••••••• 49 
Affirmed on conditfon of remittitur or additur.... 0 
Dismissed 119 

Petitions for rehearing ••••• 5 
Other p~titions ••••••••••••• 1 
MotionsJ .................... 5 

Total ........................ 407 
Dismissed ~ft;~' h;~~i~9 .~~ 'th~ '~~it~' :;,::::::::::: 9 

1,385 

Time interval data (days) 

Record filed to submitted ••••••••••••••• AVi19ge 
Submitted to decision ••••••••• ~......... 26 
Record filed to decision •••••••••••••••• 245 
Judgment in lower court to decision ••••• 410 

Range 
54- 345 

6- 365 
70- 671 
83-1,008 

801 dface headi ngs i ndi cate the cl assifi cati ons used by the CS 1M project. 
Bl~nk space a Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not avail~ble by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The court sits in 3 divisions of 3 judges each, with judges alternating among the divisions. 

hFigure was r.OIT9uted: 
The filing figures were computed from disposed and pending data. 
The number of motions disposed was computed by subtracting the number of dismissed appeals from the total number of motions given as 

disposed in the annual report. 
iOata are not complete: 

Civil and cri.inal appeal disposition figures do not include dismissals of unspecified cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Data for motions disposed in the manner of disposition table jncludes 119 unspecified appeals cases which were dismissed. 
kl\dditlonal information: 

Cases disposed by dismissal are included in the civil and cri.fnal appeals filings, but a cfvfl/crt.fnal breakdown for cases dismissed is 
not available. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Be9irlning pending figures for cases other than appeals were taken from the 1978 annual report where they are given as end pending figures 

for the 1978 court year. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Of the 396 majority opinions deciding cases on the merits, 289 were published and 107 were unpublished. There were also 34 concurring or 
dissenting opinions written. 

414 

13 

16 

29 

Source: Executive Assistant, Supreme Court, 13th Annual Statistical Report 1979 and 14th Annual Statistical Report 1979 (Jackson, 
Mississippi). Sources of case data are available. StatIstics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuit districts, 35 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Circuit Court in 1979. 

MISSISSIPPI CHANCERY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 chancery districts, 39 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Chancery Co~rt in 1979. 

MISSISSIPPI COUNTY COURT 
Court of If.ited jurisdfction 

17 courts, 21 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled 1n the County Court in 1979. 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

410 courts 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court in 1979. 

MISSISSIPPI FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court for 1979. 

MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of li~ited jurisdiction 

;'OJ 50 courts 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

MISSOURI COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 judges, 3 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction ir. 

cases involving constitution, treaty, 
or statute, revenue laws, title of 
Officer of State, death penalty or 
life imprisonment. 

- Hear and determine remedial writs. 
- General superintending control over 

all inferior courts. 

j~ 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
28 judges 
- Appellate jurisdiction not exclusively 

designated in Supreme Court. 
- Hear and determine remedial writs. 

~ 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 

131 circuit, 169 associate circuit, 
and 392 municipal judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions, domestic 

re}ations, probate. 
- Felony, misdemeanor. 
- Traffic. 
- Juvenile. 

Jury trials. 

-

Death p enalty. 
onment. 
ution, 
tatute. 
el.w~. 
Of'iie.:; 
ak 

Life impris 
Constit 
treaty, s 
Revenu 
Title of 

ofSt ] 

Court 
oflast 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

. 
I 
I 

\ 

MISSOURI SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices, 3 commissioners 
July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vil ••.•.••••••..••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Cri .. inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal s •••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Griginal jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo warranto ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ret i rement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other writs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matter: 

Di sbarment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rei ns tatement •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Application to transfer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recomm~ndations or certifications •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ............................................ " ....... . 

Total ................................................... .. 

Total other cases ......................................... .. 

Total cases ................................................. .. 

Other proceedings: 
Motions for rehearing ...................................... .. 
Other matters: 

Motion activity ............................................ . 

Total other proceedings ............ , .......................... . 
Manner of disposition 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

x 
X 

----a2 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

49 

131 

7 

41 

48 

Filed Disposed 

1251 133 
451 38 

-riO -m 

541 52 
501 50 
561 57 

41 3 
11 11 
61 4 

171 167 

31 1 
81 5 

11 6 
182 173 

2931 331 
181 4 
211 9 

--.1E. ~ 

514 517 

684 688 

42 4Sk 

-..ill.k -ill. 
337 294 

~eeals 
Disposition of original Jurisdiction cases 

eiVll 
Written opinion ............ 107 
Dismt~sal •••••••••••••••••• 10 
Transfer without opinion •• , 12 
8yorder ••••••••••••••••••• 4 

rlnnnal 
26 
4 
8 
o 

Total 
133 

14 
20 
4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Denied ..................... 
Sustained ................... 
Dismissed and other •••••••• 

Total ....................... 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

kAddi ti onal i nformati un: 
Three rehearing requests were sustained; 45 were denied. 

138 
191 
10 

167 

The 295 motions filed do not include motions for permission to file writs, which were included in this figure prior to 1977. 
ISpecial source or revision in the data: 

The clerk of the court supplied the figures footnoted during data verification. 
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End 
pending 

X 
X 

-sf 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

__ X 

47 

128 

~ 

91 

Source: Office of the State Courts Administrator, Judicial Department of Missoul'i Annual Statistical Report FY 1979 - system in transition 
(Jefferson City, Missouri). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and addltional 
information was provided by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 

Intenlediate appellate court 
3 districts, 28 judges 

July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo warranto ............................................ . 

Total .................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ........................... , .................... . 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Motion activity ............................................. . 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

l,340 f 
758f 

2,09llf 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--;w 

2,143 f 

-1i!A 
N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Ap~eals 
CivIl Cr~mlnal 

Wri tten opi ni on ........ ~ 410 
Dismissal .............. 630 129 
Consolidation .......... 38 4 
Transfer without 

opinion .............. 8 6 
Order .................. 
Denied ................. 

Total 
T;OIT 

759 
42 

14 

Filed 

1,332 
484 

""T,1iID 

80 
128 
192 

1 
401 

2 
40r 

2,219 

5,084 

5,084 

Other 
cases 
20 

149 
220 

Total 
r,m 

759 
42 

14 
149 
220 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for thi s case type are known to be i ncl uded in the total but were not avail abl e by category. 
-- = Not ~pplicable. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Oisposed 

1,270 
557 

l;"82i 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
31!9 

2,216 

-1i!A 
iliA 

End 
pending 

1,4279 
6659 

"T,ii92g 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
.~ 

2,150 

~ 

N/A 

The difference is due to a continued refinement of the recordkeeping procedures in the Western District of this court. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

DUring the year, this court counted dispositions in terms of opinions written, and, since one opinion may dispose of more than our case, 
these figures do not balance. 

Source: Office of the State Courts Administrator, =J.:::Ud?-:i;;c;::i.:::a~1 :;:?'~~r==~==.~i:S~~;.r::.!..f=!!&.=-=-=~~,!+:7~"..:;~~~~~~~~ (Jefferson City, Missouri). Statistics ar'!! rom t 
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43 circuits, 

MISSOURI CIRCUIT COURTai 
Court of general jurisdiction 

131 circuit judges, 169 associate circuit judges, and 392 municipal 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

judges 

r·' Beglnnl ng Fil ed _____________________________________________________ ~p~en~d~i~n~g ________________________________________ _ 

\', Civil d: 

Disposed 

\
' Sliall claims (associate circuit judges) ....................... . 

Estate (circuit judges) ...................................... .. 
1 Other civil: 
,. Ci rcuit judges .............................................. . I: Associate circuit judges ................................... .. r! Total .................................................... , ••••• 

Ii Total ci vi 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 

~ Criminal d: 
Felony/misd~anor: 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

! Criminal (circuit judges) ..................................... N/A 
Mi5d~anor (associate circuit judges) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Preliminary hearing (associate circuit judges): 

Felony ....................................................... --!i!.A 

Total criminal ................................................. . N/A 

Traffic (associate circuit judges: 

Total traffic .................................................. . N/A 

Juvenile (circuit judges): 

Total juvenile ................................................. . N/A 

Total cases .................................................... .. N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

13,362 
12,436 

88,478 
84,017 

172,495 

198,293 

18,50JJ 
40,822 

27,618 

86,943i 

302,868 

17,293 

605,397i 

11,124 
10,751 

77 ,659 
74,132 

151,791 

173,666 

17,324J 
34,679 

22,064J 

74,067i 

284,771 

16,102 

548,606i 

325 

End 
pending 

N/A 
filA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The new judicial article implemented on January 2, 1979t provided for unification of all the trial courts (the former Court of Common Pleas, 
Magistrate Court, Prob~te Court, St. Louis Court of CrIminal Correction, and Municipal Court) into the Circuit Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

rl 
r 
II 
fl. 
1\ 
I 
l 

I 
1 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. A filing may involve multiple defendants. , 
A jury or non-jury trial is counted when those cases with contested issues of fac~ are disposed after the presentation of evidence on the 

merits has started. 
iOata are not complete: 

No data were available for cases handled by municipal judges. Their caseloads consist primarily of ordinance violations. 
jExplanation of data Included in the category: 

Felony/misdemeanor figures include municipal appeals. 
Preliminary hearing disposition figures include dismissals, bind-overs, trials, and acceptance to pleas of reduced charges. 

Source: Office of the State Courts Administrator, Judicial Oepartment of Missouri Annual Statistical Report FY 1979 - System in transition 
(Jefftrson City, Missouri). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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t Indicates roule of appeal. 

MONTANA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

JUSTICE COURT 
93 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
Sjustices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in all cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (19) 
29 judgp.s 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $SO, probate. 
- Felony, misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

A 

CITY COURT 
106Judges 
Jurisdiction: 

t 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$l,SOO. 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$l,SOO 
- Assaults, thefts under $1S0. Mis

demeanors with fine less than $soo 
or imprisonment less than 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

- Assaults, thefts under $lS0. Mis
demeanors (fine less than $SOO 
or imprisonment less than 6 months). 
City or town ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

----------.------------~ 
Six-man jury trials. 

MUNICIP AL COURT 
160 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$1,500. 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. 
- Misdemeanors with fine less than $500 

or imprisonmenlless than 6 mont" 
Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

] Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jUrisdiction 

I 
t 

I 

I 
\ 

I 
\ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

MONTANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1~ 1978 to December 31, 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Civil ....................................................... .. 
Cri.inal ..................................................... . 

1979 

Filed 

288 
74 

Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NfA 
NfA 

IfTA -m 

Other cases: 
110 Original proceedinyc:s ........................................ . 

Requests to appeal ........................................... . 
N/A 
NfA 

IfTA 
-...ill. 

Total other cases ............................................ .. 

Total cases NfA 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••• 321 
Denial or dismissal ••••••••••• 195 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
NfA .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

110 

472 

X .. Data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by categol'Y. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

327 

Disposed End 
pending 

X NfA 
X --.W---X NfA 

X NfA 
X --.W---X NfA 

516 NfA 

Although the court does handle requests to appeal, their figures could not be separated from the numbers of appeals and original proceedings 
fil ed. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 



328 ~ 
HOITANA DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
19 districts, 29 judges 

July 1. 1918 to June 30, 1979 

Child: 
Tort •••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ContrAct: 

Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Debt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• u •••••••••••••• 

ReAl property rights: 
Property ................................................... .. 

Do.estic relations: 
MArriage dissolution ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ................................................... .. 
Oth2r dOMestic relationsj: 

Other ..................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Formal probate ............................................ . 
Informal probate ........ ,. ................................ . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
GuardiAnship/trusteeship/conservatorship: 

Other probate ............................................. . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Menhl hulth: 
Insanityj .................................................... . 

AppeAl: 
A~ .. al of Adlrini~trative agency CAse: 

dministrationJ ........................................... . 
Extraordinary writ ............................................ . 
Other chil: 

JurisdictionJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vll ..................................................... 
Crilllinald: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
11211 

X 
2,291h 

X 
X 
X 

X 
5,OMh 

94h 

x 
X 

__ X 

ll,80Sh 

Fl!lony ......................................................... X 
Misdellll!anor .................................................... ___ X 

Total criminal .................................................. 791h 

Juvenile: 
Status offense: 

YINS--youth in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Non-offense: 

YINC--youth in need of care .................................. ___ X 

Total juvenlle ............................... " .................... . 260h 

Grand total ......................................... ~ ...................... If''' .... . 12,856h 

Trial dh 

Cri.fnal ....... J111 No1i{ur
y ~ 

Civil dispositionh 

Judgment/decree •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ....................... . 
Di smi ssed for I il.cJ( of dl1 i gence .. 
Dismissed by praecipe •••••••••••• 
Default by judge ••••••••••••••••• 
Default by clerk ••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •• ? •••• ~ ••••••••••••• 

Statutory lien ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ................................. . 

6,522 
2,403 

515 
343 

1,373 
686 
343 

3,776 
1;201 

Cri.inll dispositionsh 

Jury trial: 
Guilty verdict ••••••••••••••••• 
Acquftted ...................... . 

Non-jury tri a 1 : 
Guilty verdict ••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ...................... . 

Guflty plea .................... .. 
Other •••••••••••• .; ............... . 
Nolle prosequi/disml~"ed ••••••••• 

83 
28 

83 
28 

1,543 
358 
661 

Fil edj Disposed End 
pending 

1,72Sh X X 

796h X X 
4,777h X X 
5,573h X X 

664h X X 

6,.24oh X X 
820 684 248 

2.427h X X 
9,487 7.877 3,901 

167h X X 
2,569h X X 
2,736h X X 

6D1h X X 
3,337 2,766 5,615 

411 282 223 

398 X X 
(j) X X 

_4,777h __ X __ X 

26,372 20,894 17,284 

2,281 X X 
--.2.!!l __ X __ X 

2,962 2,756 988 

780h X X 

-llih __ X __ X 

1,219 876 603 

30,553 24,526 18,875 

Age of pending caseloadn (days) (6/30/79) 

Chil: 
Gene!'al clvn n ........ 
Domestic relationsn ••• 
Adopt"lon ............ . 
Estate • ., •••• , ••••••••• 
~nt~l health •••••••• 

Criafnal ••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ." ••••••••••••• 

Tot;at •••••• to •••••••••••• 

0-90 
days 

2,045 
1,135 

82 
745 

45 
320 
160 

4,540 

91-180 Over 180 
....!l!lL days 

1,505 3,995 
710 1,808 

52 114 
733 4,137 
64 114 

260 408 
132 303 

3,456 10,879 

I 

I 
~ 

" 

H 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X u The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
Civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the 

Insanity cases include mentally ill and inebriation (co~itments). 
Other civH jurisdiction cases include name changes, injunctions, 

declaratory judgments, certificate of amount due, warrant of 
restraint. abstract of judgment, transcript of judgment, 
mandamus, habeas corpus and habitual traffic offender cases. 

information, indictment or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

hFigure was computed: 
Filing figures so marked were calculated from percentages given in 

Administration cases are zoning, tax, water rights, and workmen's 
compensation appeals from administrative agencies. 

the unpublished data. 
All beginning pending figures were calculated from filing, 

disposition, and end pending figures given in the unpublished 

Data for extraordinary writs are included in the other civil 
category. 

~Information on time to disposition or age of pending caseload data: 
data. 

All data given for type of disposition were calculated from 
The general civil category includes torts, contracts, reAl 

property rights, Appeal of adlllinistrltive Agency CAse, and othel 
civil cases. . percentages given in the unpublished data. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings include new and reopened cases. 
Other dOlllestic relAtions cases inclUde URESA (outgoing and 

Domestic relations includes mlrril!,! dissolution and other 
dOMeStic relations cases only. ~tlon case ages are reported 
separately. 

incoming) and paternity cases. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 

MONTA~ JUSTICE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

'93 judges 
July 1. 1!78 to June 30. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for fiscal year 1979. 

MONTANA CITY COUItT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

106 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There Were no data available for cases handled in the City Court for fiscal year 1979. 

MONTANA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of IfMfted jurisdiction 

.160 judges 
July I, 1~78 to June 30, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1979. 

I: 

",/, 
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NEBRASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from District, juvenile, and 

Workmen's Compensation Courts. 
- Original jurisdiction in cases relating 

to revenue and in civil cases in which 
the state Is a party. 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 
45 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil excluding 

small claims and probate. Domestic 
relations. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
Appeals de novo on the record in civil. t 
Appeals on the record in criminal. 

jury trials. 

SEP ARA TE JUVENILE 
COURT (3) 

WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSA TION COURT 
5 judges 4 judges 

jurisdiction: 
-All j uvenUe ma tiers In Douglas, 
Lancaster, and Sarpy Counties. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (21) 
43/udges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, probate, 

guardianship, adllptions, eminent 
domain, 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal 
ordinance violations, felony 
prelimlnari,"s. 

- juvenile except in Douglas and 
Lancaster Counties. 

jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims for 

workmen's compensation benefits. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Omaha and Lincoln. 
- Civil cases under $5,000. 
- Municipal ordinance violations, 

misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials In civil and state law cases. 

tin Nebraska, "de novo on the record" means that the court may make an Independent determination of the facts. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I 

~ 
I 
I 
i 
l 
I 
1 
t 

L 
" 

I 
'j 

i 
,! 
'; 

I 
,( 
j 
I 

I 
~j 
\ 
1 

I 
1 

NEBRASKA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September I, 1978 to August 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals~ 

Civil : 
Civil case categories •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal: 
Oi rect cri mi na I appea I ......................•.............. 
Other criminal ........................................... .. 

Tota I ...................................................... . 
Postconviction reMedy: 

Postconviction ............................................ . 
Appeals of administrative agency cases: 

Workmen's compensation .................................... . 
Public Service Commission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Industrial Relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other admi ni strati ve ..................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other appeal s: 

Unclassified" ............................................ .. 
Total appeals ................................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ....................................... .. 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Tota I other cases ............................................ . 

Tota I cases 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

297 f 

lOS 
8f 

113f 

20f 

10f 
Sf 
7f 

3Sf 
S7 f 

If 
"'"'1mrfj 

(j) 
N/A 

----nTi 

488fi 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

431 

Filed 

319 

199 
16 

215 

23 

20 
0 
9 

41 
70 

11 
~ 

(j) 

mi 
638i 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included In the total but Were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Disposed 

341 

201 
13 

214 

26 

15 
5 

12 
38 
70 

9 
6'O"ro 

(j) 

-*j 
660i 

End 
pending 

263 

103 
7 

110 

16 

13 
o 
5 

34 
52 

~ 

(j) 

~ 

331 

Figures are as given In the unpublished data. 
10ata are not complete: 

Requests to appeal are not counted statistically by the Supreme Court; the fi9ures presented for appeals are cases docketed. There are a 
number of cases that the court refuses to hear. These discretionary cases, when leave to docket is denied, could be considered processed 
by the court, but they are not docketed or reported statistically. As a result, request to appeal cases are not included in the total 
cases figures given in the chart. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Original proceedings are included with the appeals data. There are a minimal number of original proceedings handled by the court. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln, Nebraska), and unpublished data supplied by the clerk of 
the court. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEBRASKA DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 districts, 45 judges 

January I, 1979 to Dece~er 31, 1979 

Child: 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil j .................................................... 
Criminal d: 

I'elony: . 
CriminalJ •••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cri mi nal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnning 
pending 

X 
X 

-'ll 
X 

X 
__ X 

X 

15,699f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

13,792 
8,521 

--Lil 
22,313 

3,632. 
~J 

4,869 

27,182 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
f The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
Beginni ng pendi ng fi gure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pendi fig fi gure for the 1978 court year: 

Figure is as given in the annual report. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed End 
"'p'endi nQ 

12,991 X 
8,238 X 

--Lil -.ill 
21,229 X 

3,563. X 
1,147J X 

4,710 X 

25,939 16,942 

Filed figures include the number of reopened cases placed before the District Court. 
Cases that are listed as cri.inal appeals include both civil and criminal appeals. Statement in the annual report indicates that more 

than half were criminal appeals. 
Criminal cases may inclUde a few misdemeanor cases. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln, Nebraska). dnd unpublished data supplied by the office 
of the state court administrator. Statistlcs are from the annual report and unpublished'data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEBRASKA WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

1 court, 5 judges 
Ju~y I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Child: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Disputed claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vil .................................................... 

Grand tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

k A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
Additional Information: 

130 

130 

130 

Filed 

534 

534 

534 

Disposedk 

-.?!.!. 
511 

End 
pending 

153 

153 

153 

In addition to the 511 dispositions, there were 164 rehearings before three judges sitting en banco Of these rehearings 20 were appealed to the Supreme Court. 
The court also processed an additional 538 lump sum settlements for which there were no previous court actions. 

Source: Office of the state Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that total s have been computed where necessary. 
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NE8RASKA MUNICIPAL COURTa 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

Zbcourts, 13 judges 
January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

RegUlar civil ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil •••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald: 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A # This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

2,716 

17,612 

20,328 

X 

X 

153,218 

X # The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Municipal Courts have exclusive jurisdiction in cases involving violations of local ordinances. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The two Municipal Courts are located in Omaha and Lincoln. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A 

-1Y.A -1Y.A 
N/A II/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Juvenile: 

NEBRAS~~ SEPARATE JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3b tourts, 4 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Total juvenile ................................................. . N/A 

Grand total ..................................................... . NIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A # This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

1,648 N/A 

1,648 N/A 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
There are 'hree separate Juvenil e Courts in Nebraska, located in Dougl as County, Lancaster County, and Sarpy County. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

NIA 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1979 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEBRASKA COUNTY COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
21 districts, 43 judges 

January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SIIilll claim ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Eminent domain ............................................. .. 
Do.estic relat10ns: 

Adoption ...... " ................ , .......................... .. 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate and inheritance tax •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Criminal d: 
Statute non-traffic ........................................ .. 

Ordinance violation:. 
Ordinance non-traffic ....................................... . 

Prelicinary hearing: 
Felony ...................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
other traffic violation: 

Statute traffic ............................................. . 
Ordinance traffic ........................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenil e 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

li 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

68,857f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

10,240 
10,694 

252 

1,211 

8,976 

1,964 
10,940 

33,337 

33,961 

8,263 

4,026 

46,250 

17U,768 
36,778 

207,546 

207,546 

3,331 

290,464 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Disposed End 
pending 

9,561 X 
10,728 X 

266 X 

1,219 X 

8,545 X 

2,798 X 
11,343 X 

33,117 X 

36,500 X 

8,235 X 

~ X 

50,668 X 

168,650 X 
36,243 X 

204,893 X 

204,893 X 

3,165 X 

291,843 67,478 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. Two defendants charged on a single complaint 
count as one case, unless cases are separated for trial. One defendant with two charges on a single complaint is one case, unless the 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. The variance was due to recounting and correcting entries. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebras~a 1979 (Lincoln, Nebraska) and unpublished data provided by the office of 
the state court administrator. Statistics are from the annual report and Unpublished data except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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NEVADA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

t 
JUSTICE COURT (54)* 
54 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actior,s under $300 except 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over equity. law 

(over $300), and all other civil not 
given to a lower court, and questions 
of law in criminal cases of District 
Court. 

- Certiorari review of cases originating 
in Justice and Municipal Courts and 
appealed to District Court. 

, 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity, law, 

probate, mentally ill. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater 

than $500, sentence greater than 
6 months.) 

- Juvenile. adults in relation to juveniles. 
Appeals are trial de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (15)* 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

title realty Or mining claim. 
-Misdemeanors with fine under $500 
andlor sentences under 6 months. 

- Civil when less than $300 and incident 
to a criminal case and the plaintiff 
is the city. 

- Municipal ordinance violations. 
- Municip.ll ordinances, misdemeanors 

\ 
\ 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
'Nine justices of the peace also serve as Municipal Court judges. 

with fine under $500 andlor sentence 
under6 months. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Courtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

Jurisdiction 



.... 
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NEVADA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 

Begl om 09 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• X 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ". X 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
Quo warranto ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Except ions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Moti ons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary: 

Bar •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ReGuests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

667 

1979 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Set or assigned ••••••••••••••• 339 
Under submission •••••••••••••• 69 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 305 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSTM project. 

Filed 

257 
424 

6Bl 

11 
43 
32 
0 
7 

12 
62 

167 

47 
214 

17 
----rn-

912 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Certiorari cases in this court are original proceedings for review. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

--X --X 

866 713 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except th~t totals have 
been computed where necessary. 
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338 NEVADA DISTRICT COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

9 districts. 25c judg~s 
January 1. 1919 to Dece.oer 31. 1979 

Civild: 
Law: 

Ci vil acti ons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Oi vorce acti ons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoptions ................................................... . 
Total ....................... ••• .... •• .. • .. •••••••• .. • .. ••••• .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probat~ ......... .:- •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship ............................................... . 

Total .............................................. , .......... . 
Mental health: 

Inebri ate matters ............................................ . 
Insanity matters ............................................. . 

Total ......................................................... . 
Other civil: 

~liscellaneous matters heard ............................... .. 
Total civil .................................................. .. 

Crillinald: 
Felony/_isdemeanor: 

Criminal actions ............................................ . 
Other cri.inll: 

Miscellaneo,ls criminal matters heard ........................ . 
Total criminal .................................................. . 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .. II······ ........................................ . 

Grand tota1 i ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 
NIA 

N/A 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Trfa1 di 

Filed 

3,861i 

4,168i 

l,071i 
180i 

5,41gi 

365i 

921 
457i 

01 
93i 
931 

~i 
10,228i 

2,0421 

1.0671 

3,109; 

8101 

14,147i 

Jury Non-jury 
Civil : 

LAW ................................ 
DoRestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ............. 
Total .................................. 

Cd.inal: 
Felony/.isdelle~nor ................. 

Grand total ... "' .... " .................... 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the dJta are unavailable. 
__ D Not applicable. 

61i 784i 

1161 
61i 9001 

751 508i 
136i 1,4081 

Total 

8451 

116i 
961 i 

583i 
1,544i 

Oi sposed 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 
N/A 

'ii/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

NIA 

N/A 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 
N/A 

NIA 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 

NtA 

CJudge information: The second district hbS 7 judges and is located in Washoe County (Carson City and Reno). Data w~re ~vai1ab1e only for only this district. 
There are a tot.a1 of 25 judges in the 9 districts statewide. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case Is counted ~ith the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or comp1a(nt. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

iOata are not complete: ~ta were available for only one district: the second district (Washoe County), This county contains approximately one-third of the total 
state population. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the 2nd District Court. Statistics are taken from the unpublished d~ta except that totals 
were computed where necessary. 
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NEVADA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 courts, 54 justices of the peace 
January 1, 19/9 to December 31, 1979 

There Were no data aval13ble for cases handled in the Justice Court for 1979. 

NEVADA MUHICIPAL COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

15 courts, 15 judges 
January 1, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled 1.n the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

Civil 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Final apfellate jurisdidion. 
- Origina jurisdiction for issuance 

of extraordinary writs and super
intendence of lower courts. 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
15 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. title to real 

pnJperry. equity. divorce, support. 
~Jil1lony. 

• Felonies . Civil 
. Appeals de novo on misdemeanors and 

violations. 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
8 full-time. 35 part·time. and 
41 special justices 
jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $3.000 (no title 

to real property). Small claims !If 
no Municipal Court). 

• Misdemeanors. violations. probable 
cause hNrings for felonies, 

- juvenile, 
No jury trials, 

-f Indicates route of appeal. 

jury trials. 

J 

, 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15 
15 part·time and 5 special justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Landlord and tenant cases, and small 

claims not exceeding $500 (no tille 
to real propcrty), 

• Misdemeanors, violations. probable 
Cause hcarings for felonies, 

- juvenile, 

No jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 judges 
jurisdiction: 

Exclusive probate. adoption. 
guardianship, and conservatorship 
Jurisdiction. 

No jury trials, 

Court 
of I.st 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

ju rlsdlction 

I; 
r 
i 
1\ I 
I. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE SUPREKE COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil and crl.lnal .......................................... . 
Appeal of a~lnlstratlve agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ............... , ................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original cases filed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certification of questions under Rule 20 ••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
AdYisory opinions ......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

Beglnning 
pending 

X 
X 

-----r 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-, 

15Sf 

Hanner of dIsposition 

By opinion ••••••••••••••• 224 

801 dface headl ngs I nd1cate the cl assffi cat Ions used by the CSIH project. 

Filed 

236 
21 

:2!1 

30 
1 

31 
5 

36 

'-31i 

293 

Blank space a Not enough Information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X -, -, 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

-, -, 

303 145 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 197B court year: 
The court changed its reporting period between 1978 and 1979. The figures given as beginning pending for 1979 reflect an Inventory of cases 

for a different date than that used for the figures given as pending at the end of the 1978 court year. 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, E1ghteenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods July 1, 
1978-June 30, 1979, and July 1, 1979-June 30, 1980 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1980). Statistics are from the biennial r~port except 
that totals hav~ been computed where necessary. 
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NEW HAHPSIIIRE DlSTRICT COURrk 
Court of It.tted jurisdiction 

NEW HAMPSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 courts, 15 justices 
July I, 1978 to June 31, 1979 \ 41 courts: 8 full-ti.e, 35 part-ti.e. and 41 special 

July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 
justices 

Child: 
law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity: 

Equity brought forwardj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oo.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Harital cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Marital cases brougnt forward for fUrther orders ••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
Other do.estic relations: 

Other equity/marital ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total r.1vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crfminald: 
Felonyf.isd~anor: 

Indictments ................................................ .. 
Informations ................................................ . 
Cases brought forWard for further orders ••••••••••••••••••••• 

TDtal •••••••••••...• " •.•••••••••••••..•.•••••.• " •• rl' ••••••• ••• 

Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Trial d 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

21,004fh 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

7.056fh 

28,060fh 

Filed 

6,473 

l1,991j 

(j) 
(j) 
(j) 

(j) 
--'..1l 
18,464 

3.056 
380 

3.436 
2.706 

6,142 

24,606 

Disposed End 
pending 

5,777h X 

16 X 

5,526 X 
3,294 X 
8,820 X 

3,341 X 
12,161 X 

17.954 21.511 

2. 482i X 
269i X 
576i X 

3.327i X 
3,642i X 

7.724 5,474h 

25.678 26,!I85 

I\:-C-tv-i-ld-:---------------

.i S\1Ia11 claill5 .................................................. . 
I; Rell property ri ghts: 
~ landlord and tenant •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ Ex~~i~~d~~~~~.~~~~ ............................................ . 
I Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I Crilllinald: 

I 
~ 

Misdemeanor ., II .............................. " ••••••••••••••••••• 

Preli.inary hearing: 
Felonies ..•.......••.•.....•.••.....•... II' •••••• II •••••• II •• 

Total criminal 

Juyenfle: 
Crf.inal-type offense: 

De 11 nquent chi I dren ......................................... . 
Status offense: 

Children in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Jury Non-jury Total Chil and cri.inal dispositions II 
Ch~!~ ..... ,,' ,j.......... X - X~ - X~ Guilty plea ................ ~ ......... 2.717 I,,' 

Abused/neglected children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ................................................. . 

Equity ... '~;............ X Nol possed ........................... 1,241 , 
no.estic relations ••••• Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,841 
Appeal............ ..... X X X Defaulted ........ .................... 984 Ii 

Grand total •.••• ,. •..•••••.. II •••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••• II •••••• 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

NfA 

N/A 

~ 

NfA 

NfA 

. N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

NfA 

~ 

NfA 

NfA 

Cri.inal ................. X X X Other hearings ....................... 7,785 i I: 
Total.... ............... X X X Other ................................ 8,537 ~',' ~ 

Grand total ••••••••••••••• 468 2,310 2,778 i'l 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are, unavailable. 

-B-O-l-df-a-c-e-h-e-ad-i-n-g-S-1-n-di-c-a-t-e-t-h-e-c-l-as-s-i-f-ic-a-t-io-n-S-'-JS-e-d-b-y-t-h-e--CS-I-M--Pr-o-j-ec-t-.------------------------------------------------------- II ": 
M/A 8 This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- c Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A ci vl1 case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 'I," 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 
A trial is not counted In th,! same way throughout the state. 

fBeginning pending figure for th'l! 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given In or as calculated from the data given in the biennial report. 

hFigure was computed: 
The number of ciYil law cases disposed in Strafford was estimated, using data given in the biennial report. 
Beginning pending figures were calculated from filing, disposition, and end pending figures given in the annual report. 
The number of crl.inal cases pending at the end of the year Was calculated by subtracting the number of ciyil cases pending from the total 

number of cases pending at the end of the year given In the biennial report. 
iData are not complete: 

Criminal disposition data provided by the court in Strafford County were not separated Into case types. Data reported for the individual 

j criminal C5se types are incomplete. However, the total number of r.rt.tnal cases disposed are complete. 
Explanation of ~ata Inc1uded In the categ~ry: 

The equity cases filed figure inclUdes dOllestfc relationii f11ing figures. 

Source: 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

k 
the criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

Additional information: 
Data for six court locations were estimated. 

Source: 

Filed 

26,130 

2.123 

~ 
33,537 

32.472 

~ 

36,019 

164,854 

164.854 

5,690 

599 

~ 

6.807 

241,217 

-
343 

Disposed End 
pending 

NfA NfA 

NfA N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A NfA 

N/A NfA 

~ ~ 

M/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

'lilA NfA 

MfA N/A 

~ ~ 

NfA NfA 

MfA NfA 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE PROBATE COURT 

Court of lilrlted jurisdfctfon 
10 courts, 10 judges 

July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Chn d : 
Do.est1c relations: 

Adoption .................................................... . 
Other da.estic relations: 

Marriage waivers granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Relinguishment of parental rights •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OtherJ .................................................... . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Will allowed .............................................. . 
Will authenticlt.V ......................................... . 
Administrations allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Voluntary administrations .................................. . 
Inheri tance tax ........................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardians appointed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conservators appointed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trustees appointed ........................................ . 
Accounts a110wed .......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other estate: 

Death certificate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Inquisitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Involuntary cOl11l1itments .................................... .. 

Other cf vil : 
Change of name .............................................. . 

Total civil ............. / ...................................... . 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

MIA 

lilA 
MIA 
MIA 
M/A 
MIA 
N/A 

N/A 
H/A 
N/A 
N/A 
MIA 
MIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
MIA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

-.!Y.A 
MIA 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classificatIons used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

Sources: 

Filed Disposed 

753 N/A 

1,746 MIA 
128 N/A 
153 MIA 

7 N/A 
2,034 N/A 
2,787 N/A 

2,827 MIA 
219 N/A 

1,195 N/A 
549 N/A 

28 N/A 
4,818 N/A 

628 N/A 
139 N/A 
162 N/A 

6,781 f{/A 
7,7lD MIA 

119 N/A 
350 NfA 
469 N/A 

12,997 N/A 

164 II/A 

--.lli. ~ 

16,470 tllA 

16,470 NfA 

Eifd 
pendi ng 

N/A 

MIA 
IliA 
N/A 
N/A 
NfA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
M/A 
N/A 
MIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
MIA 

MIA 
lilA 
M/A 
N/A 

Il/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

" 1\ 

! 

I 
i 

I 
~ 
~ 

, 

I 

1\ 

II 
1\ 
I I I..J 

NEW HAMPSHIRE MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of If.fted jurisdictfon 

15 courts: 15 part-tf.e and 5 special justices 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

\' 'Child: 
{I Staall claillS ••••.•.••...••••••••.••.••••••••••.••.•••••.••••••. 
~ Real property rights: 1 Landlord and tenant ........................................ .. 
1 Extraordin,ry writs: !,' Writs .............................................. " •••••••• 

I' 
; 

\ 

! 
I 
I' 
1c 
t, 
r" 
l 

I 

Tota I ci vil ..................................................... 

Crf.fnald: 
MisdetReanor ................................................... . 
Preli~fnary hearing: 

Felonies .................................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violatfon: 

Violations (including traffic violations) ••••••••••••••••••• It 

Tota I tra ffi c .............................. " ................... . 
Juvenile: 

CriMfnal-type offense: 
Delinquent children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offense: 
Children in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-offense: 
Abused/neglected children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

--1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

-.!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

666 

IS 

6 

690 

992 

~ 

1,094 

.Lill. 
7,128 

139 

31 

11 

18~ 

Disposed 
EIld 

pending 

M/A N/A 

MIA N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A MIA 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

-1JlA -.!Y.A 
MIA N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

-.Jill. -.!Y.A 

N/A N/A 

\ 

r 
Tot.al juvenile 

-.!Y.A 
N/A .................................................. -----------------------------

/: 
Ii 
Ii 
j 

I, 
I, 

L 
fi 
1 : 
\,1 
1': ! : , ' 
1 
\ ' 

I 
L 

'\i 
! 

! 
'I '. I 
I 

1 

Grand total oil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 
N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: 

9,093 NfA N/A 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

NEW JERSEY COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appeal in constitutional questions, 

capital cases, certifications, dissents 
in Appellate Division, and as provided 
bylaw. 

t 
APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPERIOR COURT 
22 judges authorized 

(1 serves as acting administrative 
director of the courts.) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts except 

Municipal Courts and from admInis
trative agencies except Wage and 
Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

.... ---_--t~ 
SUPERIOR COURT: LAW 
DIVISION AND CHANCERY 
DIVISION (21)" 
215 judges aut horized 
Jurisdiction: 
-Law Division hears civil cases. 
Chancery Division hears general 
equity, m.,trimonial, probate. 

-Law Division hears criminal ca$rJ;. 

Jury trials in Law Division. 

A 

COUNTY DISTRICT 
COURT (21) 

JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS COURT (21) 

39 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and tort ulldcr $3,000, 

landlord and tenant, small claims, 
bastardy proceedings. 

- Minor criminal. traffic, ordinance 
violations. Concurrent criminal and 
quasi-criminal jurisdiction with 
Municipal Courts. 

Jury trials. 

SURROGA TES (21) 
21 surrogates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Uncontested probate. 
Serve as Clerk of Probate Division of 

County Court. 

33 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
-Domestic relations (except divorce). 
Adoption. 

-Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (532) 
37Zjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Bastardy proceedings. 
• Prob~ble cause hearings on 

indictable offenses. Traffic, 
minor criminal, ordinance viola
tions, fish and game, and naVigation 
Violations. 

No jury trials. 

'The County Court was merged with the Superior Court on December 7, 1976. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellat~ 

court 

Court of 
general 

JUrisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I 
b 

NEV JERSEY SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September I, 1978 to August 31, 1979 

347 

Begl nnl ng itld 
1
- Filed Disposed , __________________________ , _______________________________ p~e~n~d~in~9L_ ______________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~in~9 

I; Cases: 
~, Appeal s: 

f

' Chil: 
I Civil categories ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

·1 Crillinal .................................................... .. 
, Appeals of ad!llinistrative agency case: 

" State agencies or authorities •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x ( x)e 
X ( X)e 

X ( Xle 

95 
46 

42 
60 

X 
X 

X 
X 

I 
~ Ij 

n 
Ii 
/t 
{1 
n 
Ii 
II 

l,~ 
l' 

h 
I' 
I, 

l'i 
11 

\ Cases consolidated or disposed before argument ••••••••••••••• X ( X e 
Tota 1 appeals ................................................ . --,-sr 71 (143)e 243 ----m-

Other cases: 
Original proc~~ings: 

Disciplinary ••• 1 ........................................... . 
Requests to appealJ: 

Petitions for certification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion for direct certification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

32 

351 
(j) 

~Hi 
3B:j1 

84 

931 
(j) 
(jli 
931 

1,0151 

94 22 

307 
(j) 
(j) 
3079i 

"J29gi 

Tota 1 cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• til ••••••••••••• l,OB6i (143)e 1,353 (143)e 4519i 

Other proceedings: 
Reheari ng requests ........................................... .. X 

X 

17sJ 

Other matters: 
Motinns and other petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••• 9Jm 
Per curl am ....................... 35 

Status of pending caseload (B/31/79) 

Not yet perfected •••••••••• 22 
·I'erfected and ready 
for argument •••••••••••••• 93 

Held for fUrther argument.. 1 
Argued but not dec1 ded ..... 6 

Age of pending caseload (8/31/79) 

Under 2 months •••••••••••• 20 
2 to 5 months ••••••••••••• 39 
5 to B months ••••••••••••• 29 
ti to 12 months ............ 23 
12 to 14 months ........... 6 
14 to 17 months ••••••••••• 3 
17 to 20 months ••••••••••• 2 
Over 20 months •••••••••••• 0 

Time intervals (months/days) 

X 

__ X 

l,34sJ 

Judgment below to notice of appeal or granting of certification •••••••••••• 
Notice of appeal or granting of certification to perfection •••••••••••••••• 
Perfection to argument •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t •••••••••• 

Argument to dec1 ,5 ion ........................ ,. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Notice of appeal or granting of cert.ification to decision ................. . 
Perfection to decision •••••• 10 .................. " ••••••• , ••••••••• ' •• 0 •••.•••• 

X 33 

1,126 

1,159 

__ x 

1B3j 

Disposition of appeals 

Affirmed •••• " •••••••••••••••••••• 59 
Reversed .,....................... 4B 
Modified ......................... 10 
Rever5ed and remanded •••••••••••• 19 
Affirmed and reversed in part..... 6 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 
Dismissed after argument ••••••••• 15 
Dismissed before argument ........ 53 
Remanded before argument ••••••••• 7 
Consolidated with certification.. 7 
Decided without argument ••••••••• 17 

Mean 
171"5" 
3/02 
3/22 
4/07 

ll/Ol 
7/29 

Median 
37M 

2/07 
4/03 
3/17 
9/27 
7/02 

r
i:; Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

I II/A" This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
: X. The data for this case type are known to bn included in the total but were not available by category. 

I 
1 ., 
I 
'\ 

I 

eeases not included in the total to avoid double count'lng: 
Requests to appeal when granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a new filing Is not counted for the 

resulting appeal. Thes!! grMted requests to app;!al are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

i
f! gures are a given in the annual report. 

Data are not complete: 
Filing and pending data for motions for direct certification and motions for leave to appeal could not be separated from other motions and 

other petitions data. These numbers are not included in total requests to app~al, total other cases, or total cases filed or pending 
fi.gures. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 
Filine and pending figures for total other proceedings include motions for direct certification and motions for leave to appeal. Disposition 

data for these two categories are available separately and are listed on the appropriate lines under the requests to appeal heading above. 
mlnformation ~n disposition type or trial data: 

The 93 written opinions and 35 per turiam opinions disposed of 141 appeals and 14 disciplinary matters. 
There were also 26 concurring. 31 dissenting, and B concurring in part, dissenting in part bpinions written. 

Source: Administrative Director of the CQurts, Annual Report 1978-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 19BO). Source 01 case data is available. 
Statistics are from ,he annual report except that total s have been r,omputed where necessary. 

----------------------------------------------------------------~--~----------~----~--------~~ 
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NEW JERSEY APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT 

Intermediate appellate court 
Zlc judges 

Septe.ber I, 1978 to August 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of ad.inistrative agency case: 

State agencies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Leave to appea 1 ........................................... . 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total casesk ................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Reheari ng requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Motions and petitions ....................................... . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
b,T7Uf 

32f 
--:r2f 

6,202f 

13 

l89f 

202f 

~anner of disposition 

Published opinions ••••••••••• 

Status of pending caseload (8/31/79) 

Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed (opinion) •••••••••• 
Transfersm ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal/withdrawal ••••••••• 

2Ssrn 
2,94om 

96 
12 

2,195 

Not yet perfected ••••••••• 
Perfected and ready 

for calendaring ••••••••• 
Submitted but not decided • 
Argued but not decided •••• 

3,156 

2,115 
17 
34 

Flled Disposed 

l,947h X 
1,713 X 

l,125k X 
~ ~ 

833 817 
---s33 SIT 

5,618 6,451 

172 167 

4,591 4,493 

4,763 4,660 

Disposition of appeals 

Affi rmed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed ..................... . 
Remanded .................... .. 
Certifications •••••••••••••••• 
Modified ..................... . 
Dismissed (opinion) •••••••••• 

2,436 
544 
67 
12 

284 
96 

Time interval (months/days) 
Mean Median 

1/10 
7/12 
4/16 
0/14 

Age of pending caseload (8/31/79)1 

Under 2 months •••••• 960 
Judgment below to notice of appeal ....... 
Date of appeal to perfected •••••••••••••• 
Perfected to argued or submitted ••••••••• 
Ar~ued or sUbmitted to decided ••••••••••• 
Date of appeal to decided •••••••••••••••• 
Perfected to decided ••••••••••••••••••••• 

1/11 
9/09 
5/02 
0/23 

13/01 
5120 

11/23 
5/01 

2 to 5 months ••••••• 1,042 
5 to 8 months ••••••• 933 
8 to 12 months •••••• 854 
12 to 14 months 374 
14 to 17 months ..... 423 
17 to 20 months ••••• 236 
Over 20 months •••••• 500 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space a Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
5,322 

48 
-48 

5,370 

18 

~ 

305 

There are 22 judges authorized in this court, but 1 judge served as the acting administrative director of the courts. 
fBeginning pendin9 figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. Difference is due to adjustme~ts made by the clerk of the court to the computerized docketing 
control system. 

hFi~ure was computed: 
Civil appeals filed were computed by subtracting the number of cri.inal appeals and appeals of administrative agency cases filed from the 

number of total appeals filed. 
kAdditional information: 

Appeals of am.inistrative agency cases include 43 criminal appeals from state administrative agencies that are not included under criminal 
appeals. 

Total appeals filed and disposed include 12 certifications by the Supreme Court before calendaring by the Appellate Division. 
ISpecial source or revision in the data: 

Age of pending caseload data were provided by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

There were also 5 concurring and 15 dissenting opinions filed. 
Transfers are cases transferred to the Supreme Court by certification. 
The 3,198 opinions disposed of 3,427 cases. 

i, 

~ 
I 
1 
! 
\ 

t 
I 
! 

II 
~ 
H u 
iI 
M 
F 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1978-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1980). Source of case data is avallabl~. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed Where necessary, and additional information was supplied by ! 
the administrative office of the courts during data verification. I 
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NEW JERSEY SUPERIOR COURT {!~ DIVISION 
and CHANCERY DIVISION)a 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 counties, 215 judges authorized 

September I, 1978 to August 31, 1979 

Civild: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort: 
Other--Law Division ....................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Equity ........................................................ . 
DOMestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Matrimonialj .............................................. . 

Adoption: 
Adoption (contested) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption (uncontested) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate (County Court): 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Wills and administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Accounting ............................................... .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Appointment of guardians for incompetents •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate: 

Other probate matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Totalj ....................................................... . 

Total ci vii 

Cl"1mi na 1 d: 
Felony: 

Indictments and accusations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal (County Court) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: 

Postconviction reI ief ....................................... . 

Total criminal 

Begl nnlng 
pending 

23,806f 

31,80lf 
55,607f 
2,820f 

7,978f 

X 
o 
X 

7,978fi 

X 
X 
X 

o 
X 
X 

66,667f 

31,450f 
6S4f 

38f 

32,142f 

Grand total ......................................... ............. 98,809f 

Trial d 

Jury Non-jury ~ 
Civil : 

Tort: 
Auto tort . .............. 1,308 75 L'J83 
Other tort .............. 1,373 1,272 2,645 

Total .................... 2,681 1,347 4,02B 
Equity .................... 
Domestic relations: 

3 963 966 

Marriage dissolution .... 10,036 10,036 
Adoption . ............... X X 

Total .................. ". X X 
Estate .................. ". N/A N/A 

Total . ...................... 2,684 12,346i 15,030i 
Cri.inal: 

Felony .................... 2,318 494 2,812 
Grand total " ................. 5,002 12,840i 17,842i 

Civil dispOSitions 

Settled, 
dismissed, 

In court or dis-
Contested Uncontested continued 

Tort: 
Auto tort •••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••• 

Total I' ••••••••• II •••• 

Equity ................ . 
Domestic relations: 

-Marriage dissolution. 
Estate ••••• , •••.•.••• 

\5,728 
N/A 

16,084 
19,805 
35,889 
2,678 

511 
N/A 

441 
995 

1,436 
365 

o 
N/A 

Disposed Defendants 

19,491 

25,197 
44,688 
4,318 

25,609 

32 
l,B27 
1,859 

27,468 

209 
1-16 
355 

438 

160 
-~ 
77,427 

17,908 

23,445 
41,353 
4,009 

26,275 

X 
1,827 

X 
28,102i 

X 
X 
X 

438 

X 
__ X 

74,464 

22,198k 
2,7B4 

24,256 
2,699 

30,317 
N/A 

--1ll 
27,116 

--1Y..A 
N/A 

102,568 101,580 N/A 

Cri~inal dispositions 

Felony: 
Jury trial: 

Conviction .......................... . 
Acuittal ............................ . 
Guilty or non vult plea •••••••••••••• 
Dismissal .......................... .. 
Conditional discharge •••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction .......................... . 
Acquittal ........................... . 
Guilty or non vult plea •••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ........................... . 
Conditional discharge •••••••••••••••• 

Total trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitta1 ........................... . 
Guilty or non vult plea •••••••••••••• 
Dismissa1 ••• " ...................... . 
Conditional discharge •••••••••••••••• 

Guilty or non vult plea without trial .. 
Dismissal without trial •••••••••••••••• 
Conditional discharge without t.rial .... 

Extraordinary writ: 
Pet i ti on summarily di sposed ........... . 
No relief granted •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Some relief grantgd •••••••••••••••••••• 

Cases 

1,200 
824 
217 

65 
12 

127 
314 
13 
39 
1 

1,327 
1,138 

230 
104-

13 
12,743 
8,597 

104 

63 
86 
12 

349 

Eli a 
pending 

25,389 

33,553 
58,942 
3,129 

7,312 

X 
o 
X. 

7,3121 

x 
X 
X 

o 

X 
X 

69,630 

29,392k 
739 

36 

30,167 

99,797 

Defendants 

1,448 
1,015 

256 
84 
19 

137 
357 

21 
51 
1 

1,585 
1,372 

277 
135 

1 
15,735 
11,056 

137 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

(continued on next page) 
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350 New Jersey Superior Court (continued) 

Time interval n (month/days) 

Jurx Non-jurx All trial cases 
Number Mean Medlan Number. P.ean Medlan Number Mean Medlan 

Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Complaint to tri al •••••• 165 25/19 24/11 6 26/29 24/12 171 25/21 24/11 
Other tort: 

Complaint to trial •••••• 146 25/28 24/20 128 22/19 21/07 274 24/12 23/8 
Total: 

Complaint to answer 311 2127 1/26 134 2/18 1/13 445 2/24 1/22 
Answer to pretrial ....... 311 16/28 17/23 134 9/24 3/10 445 11/20 7/21 
Pretrial to trial ........ 311 9/04 6/29 134 8/9 3/27 445 8/16 5/21 
Complaint to trial ....... 311 25/23 24/14 134 22/25 21/07 445 24/27 23/24 

Defendants who retracted 
Defendants for whom trials commenced a ~lea of not guiltx 

Indictment or 
Indictment or Not guil ty pl ea accusati on to rndi ctment or Not guilty lnd! ctment or 
accusation to to trial or commencement accusation to plea to accusation to 
first ~l<!a guiltX !!lea of trial first ~lea retraction retraction 

Number Mean Median Mean Median Mean ~ Number Mean Medi an Mean Median Mean 
Crillinal: 

M'Jrder ••••••• 12 2/ 4 0/15 9/ 8 5/ 4 11/12 6/10 11 0/13 0/10 2/10 
Other •••••••• 406 21 2 0/28 101 7 7/15 121 9 9/10 1,247 21 0 0/28 81 5 

Total ......... 418 2/ 2 0/28 101 6 7/15 121 8 91 6 1,258 1/29 0/28 81 3 

Age of !!ending casesn (months) 

Auto Other Marriage 
tort ~ !9!!.!!x. dfssolutfo~ ~n Felony 

Under 6 months •••••• 5,214 7,135 1,433 
6+ to 12 months ••••• 7,598 9,114' 1,048 
12+ to 18 months 5,933 7,818 415 
18+ to 24 months •••• 3,605 4,651 119 
24+ to 36 months •••• 2,569 3,710 66 
Over 36 months •••••• 218 430 48 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
NIA • This casetype is handled by t~e court, but the data are unavailable. 

3,294 139 
2,295 46 
1,035 62 

364 (n) 
257 (n) 

67 (n) 

X ,. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- ,. Not applicable. 

aCourt information: 
The County Court was merged with the Superior Court on December 7, 1978 during this court year. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (ha,s reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 

8,943 
5,579 
3,635 
2,247 
3,188 
5,800 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an op~ning statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

2/21 2/23 
5/14 101 4 
5/13 101 2 

Medi an 

3/ 6 
7/15 
7113 

This is because of recounts by the counties resulting from their periodic physical inventories and the discovery of other reporting errors by 
the counties during the course of the year. 

iOata are not complete: 
Total pending figures for dOlllestic relations include pending matrimonial and uncontested adoption cases. They do not include pending 

contested adoption cases. 
Total disposed for da.estfc relations includes matrimonial and uncontested adoption cases, but not contested adoptton cases. 

j 
Total civil and grand total trial data do not include est.ate cases. 

Explanation of data incl~ded in the category: 
Matrimonial includes divorce, maintenance, nullity, adoptfon, custody, matrimonial injunctions, and miscellaneous matrimonial. 
Total civil figures include data for adcption (contested) and estate cases which could not be separated into the proper categories. There 

" . were 262 of these caSeS pending at the beginning of the court year, 562 disposed, and 247 pending at the end of the court year. 
~Additional information: 

Of the 22,198 felony cases filed, 3B7 were reopened cases. 
Of th~ 29,392 felony cases pending at the end of the court year~ 6,156 were listed on inactive status, untrialable for reasons beyond the 

control of the court or prosecutor. These include fugitives, John Does, and defendants incarcerated in another state. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trials do not include uncontested matrimonial cases. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pendfng caseload data: 

Tfme interval data are for cases fn which trfals cOIlll1p.oced in the Law Oivfsion of the Superior Court during March 1979. 
Age of pending data reflect active and inactfve cases for equfty • .arriage dfssolution. estate, and felony cases. 
Age of pending caSQS data for auto tort and other tort cases are for actfve cases only. There were, in addition, 695 inactive other tort and 

252 fnactive auto tort cases. 
The number of estate cases pending over 18 months is fncluded in the 12+ to 18 months category. 

Source: Admfnistrative Director of the Courts, Annual Re~ort 197B-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 19BO). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY COUNfY DISTRICT COURT 
Court of IfRrlted jurfsdfction 

21 courts. 39 judges authorfzed 
September 1. 1978 to August 31, 1979 

Begl nlll ng Ffl edj 
!!ending 

Child: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negl i gence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract .••••••.•.••..•.•..•.•..•••....••••.••.•••••.••••••.•• 
511111 clafllSl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4,504f 
l,624f 
6,128f 

34,482f 
6,743f 

Real property rfghts: 
Tenancy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total cfvil •••••• ••••••• •••• •••• ••••••••• ••••••• •••••••••• •••••• 51,504f 

Crflllfnald: 
Other crfllfnal: 

Crfmfnalj ••••••• •••••• ••••••••• ••• •••••• •••••• •••••••• ••••••• --1YA 
Total crfminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traff1c: 
Parlcing: 

Parki ng cases ................................................ . 
Other traffic vfolatfon: 

Movfng trafffc cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••.••••••..•••••••.. "' .•••••••..•.•.••••.•.••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

NIA 

--1YA 
N/" 

51, 504ft 

13,387 
4,736 

18,123 
164,641 
42,247 

106,661 

331,672 

~ 
4,371 

38,8()7 

38,121 

76,928 

412,971 

Of sposed 

12,856 
4,629 

17 .. 485 
163,634 
40,669 

~ 
324,656 

4,265 

4,265 

23,458 

34.832 

58,290 

387,211 

Crillfnal disposftions 

351 

End 
!!ending 

5,035 
1,731 
6,766 

35,489 
8,321 

7,944 

58,5Z0 

--1YA 
NIA 

58,520i 

Non-jurx Total Other 

Cfvil : 
Tort: 

Aut~ tort •••••••••••• 213 
Other tort ••••••••••• 95 

Total................. 308 
Contract ••••••••••••••• 226 
S.a 11 cl aflE ••••••••••• 31 
Real property rights ••• 8 

Total................... 573 
Crflllfnal: 

Other crfMinal ••••••••• 
Traffic .•..••.•...•..•... 

Grand total................ 573 

503 
331 
834 

3,191 
13,787 
36,970 
54,782 

473 
o 

55,255 

Judgments by default •••••••••••••••• ,······ 
Settled, dismissed, or discontinued, by 
dismissal of inactive cases •••••••••••••• 

Before trial date ••• o •••••••• •••••••••••••• 

On trial date •••• e •••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 
Placed on inactive list or transferred •••• 

716 
426 

1,142 
3,417 

13,818 
36,978 
55,355 

473 
o 

55,828 

Civfl dispositions 

Tort 
Auto tort 

4,939 
ather tort 

1,415 

1,677 
3,101 
2,022 

401 

530 
1,121 

941 
196 

Traffic dis!!ositfons 

convictions and guilty pleas in open court •••••••• 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals and acquittals ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to other court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

crhlfnal 
Convictions and guilty pleas in open court... 833 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,503 
Dismissed after conditional discharge or 
pretrial fntervention ••••••••••••••••••• •••• 

Other dismissals and acqufttals •••••••••••••• 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••••••• •••• 
Referred to county prosecutor ••••••••••••••• 

Total 
6,354 

2,207 
4,222 
2,963 

597 

par~l~ 
22,918 

200 
o 

Real 
s.all property 

Contract clafllS 2f~~ts 
104,554 6,21lf" 1, 9 

23,502 3,826 
20,072 5,362 
9,939 10,393 
2,150 992 

Other trafff c 
violation 

5,851 
27,617 

1,359 
5 

454 
7,658 

45,371 

Total 
6,T91 
50,535 
1,559 

5 

178 

Total 
1ff;4l5 

29,989 
37,314 
68,666 
3,917 

127 
339 

1 
989 

Age of pending caseload (months) 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ...•....••.•..••... 
Other tort ....•..•••.•• " ••.. 

Total ••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• 
Contract •••.•.•.• , ••.••.•••••• 
~11 claiMS •••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••.•••.••••••• ••••••• 

Under 6 6+ to 12 12+ to 18 
~ months months 

3,887 
1,305 
5,192 

31,075 
7,465 
7,941 

51.673 

924 
344 

1,26B 
3,510 

695 
3 

5,476 

153 
63 

216 
635 
118 

o 
969 

18+ to 24 
months 

33 
8 

41 
176 

20 
o 

237 

Over 
24 montns 

38 
11 
49 
93 
23 
o 

165 

(continued on next page) 



352 New Jersey County District Court (continued) 

Time interval datan (months/da~s) 

Jur~ 
Number 

of cases Mean Median 
Complaint to trial: 

Civil : 
Tort: 

Auto tort ••••••••••••••••••• 25 12/14 12/14 
Other tort •••••••••••••••••• 10 11/27 12/08 

Total ...... ~ ................. 15 
Contract •••••••••••••••••••••• 28 13/29 13/20 

Total ........................... 63 13/01 12/15 
Complaint to answer: 

Cfvfl n ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 63 2/07 1/03 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase -~efinition or unit of count: 
A ciVil case is counted wito the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Non-jur~ 
Number 

of cases Mean 

49 8/28 
29 7/22 
78 

365 1/15 
443 7/20 

443 1/19 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complai~ts. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 

Number 
Median of cases 

7/11 74 
7/08 39 

113 
6/18 393 
~/27 506 

1/02 506 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

i 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Data are not complete: 

j 
Grand total pending figures do, not include cri.inal or traffic cases. 

Explanation of data included in the category: _ 

Total 

Mean Median 

10/4 9/5 
8/24 7/26 

7/28 6/28 
8/10 7/09 

1/22 1/02 

Filed includes all complaints filed or transferred from other courts or counties and inactive complaints restored to calendar. 
Small clai-s include auto small claims cases and other small claims. 
Criminal case complaints include indictable offenses referred to county prosecutors for indictment as well as minor criminal, 

disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc. 
nTime interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Time interval data are for all civil cases in which trials commenced during March 1979, excluding small clai.s and real property rights. 

Source: Admi ni strati ve Oi rector of the Courts, Annual Report 1918-79 (Trenton, Np',' Jersey: 19BO). Stati sti cs are from the annual reports 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

Child: 
DoMestic relations: 

21 courts. 33 judges authorized 
septeMber 1. 1978 to Au9ust 31. 1979 

Beginnlng 
pending 

Domestic relations and reciprocal support •••••••••••••••••••• 7,035f 

Total ci vil 7,035f 

Juvenile: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Juvenile delinquent complaints •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••• 13,841f 
Status offense: 

Juvenile in need of supervision (JINS) ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~f 

Total juvenile 14,976f 

Grand total ...................................................... 22,0l1f 

Filed 

80,878 

80,878 

97,110 

11,555 

108,665 

189,543 

Disposed 

80,619 

SO,619 

96,750 

11,764 

108,514 

189,133 

Age of pending caseload (months) 

Hearings (dispositions)l Civil Juvenile 
Crillli~al-type 

353 

Eiid 
pending 

7,294 

7,294 

14,201 

~ 

15,127 

22,421 

Chil: DoIestlc relations offense Status offense 
DOMestic relations •••••••• 68,028 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency and JINS •••••• 58,304ffi 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 126,332 

Under 1 month ••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 to 3 months ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 3 months ••••••••••••••••••••• 
3+ to 6 months •••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 6 months ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used ~y the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

2, 930 4,T5I 335 
2,753 6,504 380 
1,611 3,540 211 

(n) 2,605 145 
(n) 935 66 

A civil case is counted with the filin9 of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not E'qual the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

This is because of recounts by the counties resulting from their periodic physical inventories and the discovery of other reporting 

1 
errors by the counties during the course of the year. 

Special source or revision in the data: 
Information or the number of hearings held was supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

mlnformation on trial or type of disposition data: 
Of the 58,304 juvenile hearings, representation by counsel was mandatory at 33,525j it was not mandatory at the remaining 24,779. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
The domestic relations cases pending.3+ to 6 months and over 6 months are included in the over 3 months category. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1978-79 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the administrative office of the 
courts during data verification. 



354 
NEW JERSEY MUNICIPAL COURT 

Court of li~ted jurisdiction 
532 courts. 372 judges 

Sept~r 1. 1978 to August 31. 1979 

Beg1 nmng 
pending 

Cri.inald: 
Other crt.inal: 

Criminalj •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total criminal N/A 

TI'afftc: 
Parlcing: 

Parking cas~s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other traffic violation.: 

Hoving traffic cares ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total N/A 

Non-jury trial d 

Cri.fnal (other cri.fnal) •••• 2,656 
Traffic ...................... ' 0 

Grand total................... 2,656 

Traffic dispositions 

Convictions and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• 
Dismissals and acquittals •••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••••••••• 

~o~M5g 
1,854,009 

34,316 
37 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

361,173j 

361,17J.i 

2,638,301 

1,219,480 

3,857,781 

4,218,954 

Disposed 

317 ,517 

317,517 

1,968,447 

...h!38,605 

3,107,052 

3,424,569 

Cri.inal dispositions 

Convictions and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Violations Bureau •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal after conditional discharge 
and pretrial intervention ••••••••••••••••• 

Other dismissals and acquittals •••••••••••• 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to county prosecu~or •••••••••••••• 

Other traffic 
violation 
307,668 
763,672 
66,367 

898 

Total 
3ii"1,iS"3 

2,617,681 
100,683 

935 

nle criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

j A non-jury trial is counted at the point "'hen an opening statement or ';;-'" introduction of any evidence occurs. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

Criminal case complaints include indictable offenses referred to count" -prosecutors for indictment as well as minor criminal, 
disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc. 

Other 
cri.ina1 
115,894 
22,18~ 

10,795 
93,386 
3,526 

69,071 

End 
pending 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Proceedings in the Municipal Courts, September.1, 1978-A~9ust j\, 1979 (Trenton, New Jersey: 19BO). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MEW JERSEY SURROGATES 
21 counties. 21 surrogates 

Septe.ber I, 1978 to August 31, 1979 

No data were supplied for the surrogates because they h~nd1e only uncontested probate matters and serve as 
the clerks of the probate divisions of r~unty Courts. 
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NEW MEXICO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

... ______ .... ~ - Appeals from criminal cases imposing 
~ death penalty or life imprisonment 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 

Most civil cases. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (72) 
72 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Ci\'11 actions under $2,000. 
- Misdemeanors and other criminal 

with fine less than $1,000, 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (83) 
B4judges 
Jurisdiction: 

and civil cases where jurisdiction not 
specifically Vl:'sted in Court of Appeals. 

- Certiorari revielV of Court of Appe.1ls 
decisions. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over most 

criminal cases and specific types 
d civil appeals (not lVithin Supreme 
Court jurisdiction). 

- Direct appeals from certain state 
agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
44 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- General civil jurisdiction. Exclusive 

domestic relations jurisdiction. Con
currentjurisdictlon with Probate 
Court Over wills, right of executor
ship, and administration. 

- Exclusive felony. Genet.11 criminal 
jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
32judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal administra
tion. Concurrent jurisdiction with 
District Court over wills, right of 
executorship, and administra tion. , 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
OF ALBUQUERQUE 

- Municipal ordinance violations; may 
impose fine less than $300 and/or 
sentence less than 90 days. 

1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $2,000 and under In

volving real estate. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

- County ordinance violations 
(criminal). 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdktion 
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NEW KEXICO SUPREME COURT 

Court of last resort 
5 justices 

January 1. 1979 to Deceftber 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
~~J~!~:~ed' ~~~;~ ............................................. . 

Total appeals ......•.••••....••••..•..•.•••...••..••.••.•. ................................................. 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Habeas corpus .............. , ............................. . 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Prohibition ............................................ .. 
~emov~l from corporation commission •••••••••••••••••••••• 
uperlntending control ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Rule 32 election challenge ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo Warranto ............................................ . 
Criminal contempt ...................................... .. 
Other ................................................... . 

Total .................................................... .. 
Disciplinary Matter: 

Jud.icial standards commission (removal of judge) 
Suspension of attorneys ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ::::::::: 
Disciplinary ............................................ . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R!~~:!t~ . t~ . ~pp;~ i ; ............................................ . 
T~~~~i~f~~~ ~~~~~ ............................................. . .............................................. 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
Rule 37 motio:1s~ ........................................... .. 
Rule 41 motionsJ Rule 46 motions j ........................................... .. 
Rule 60 motionsj ••••••••.•..••.•••.•.••.••••••.••••••.••••.•• ............................................. 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

x 
X 
X --y 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X --y 

197 

0 
0 
0 
0 __ 0 

0 

Hanner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••••••• 195 

Disposition of appeals 

Per cul'i am .................. 2 
Dismissal/withdrawal........ 50 
Transfer •••••••••••••••••••• 8 

By opinion: 
Affirmed ............................... .. 
Reversed ••••••••••••••• " •••••••••• " •••••• 
Affirmed in part. reversed in part ••••••• 
Remanded ............................... .. 
Dismissed ~ith opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 
Denied petition ........................ .. 
Writ quashed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed trial court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Set aside contempt citation •••••••••••••• 
Awarded attorneys fees ••••••••••••••••••• 
Awarded costs ................. ' ...... , ... . 
Answered question in the negative •••••••• 

118 
54 
11 
4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1979 

Filed 

206 (X)e 
28 (x)e 
o 

943 
27 
59 
1 
7 
o 
o 
1 
4, 

193J 

2 
2 
2 
6 

199j 

182 
381J 

337 
2 

33 
17 

389 

389 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

255 

96j 
26 
54 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 

14 
19aJ 

2 
2 
4 
8 

206J 

144 !22je 
350:1 22 !! 

60sJ (22)e 

337 
2 

33 
17 

389 

389 

"nd 
pending 

1. 
X --y 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X --x 

207 

0 
0 
0 
0 __ 0 

0 

Time interval data (average days) 

~rom notice of appeal to transcriptionn ••••• 93.6 
rom transcription to issue ••••••••••••••••• 82.5 

From issue to submission •••••••••••••••••••• 59.0 
From submission to opinion/decision ••••••••• 74.8 
From issue to opinion/decision •••••••••••••• 135.8 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Not at issue .......................... 96 
At Issue--not set for oral argument ••• 27 
Previously submitted •••••••••••••••• ,. 84 

Disposition of other cases 
Orfglnal proceedfngs 

Orfginal ..-
Requests 

to 
~rlsdlctfon Disciplfr.ary 

Granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 0 
Denied ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •. :;, 56 
Quashed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 
Made permanent •••••••••••• 4.................... 23 
Of smi ssed .,. •••••••••••••••••••••••• ,............ 1 
Motion for leave to file petition late--denied •• 0 
Case reinstated--writ made permanent •••••••••••• 0 
Case reinstated on mandate--peremptory writ ••••• 0 
Closed by orders ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• t.......... 84 
Suspension of attorneys •• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary .................................. .. 
Removal of judge •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wi thdrawn •••••••••••• '"oJ" ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

2 
4 
2 
o 

Total 
--0 

56 
18 
23 

1 
o 
o 
o 

B4 
2 
4 
2 
3 

~ 
127 

17 

o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Certiorari cases granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeals are disposed; new filings are not counted for the 

, resulting appeals. These granted certiorari cases are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Habeas corpus filed includes 10 original habeas corpus cases and 84 cases from habeas corpus dockets. Habeas corpus disposed includes 12 
original habeas corpus cases and 84 from the habeas corpus docket. 

Rule 37 motions are prosecutors' motions for extension of time In District Court. 
Rule 41 of the Rules of Criminal Procedure for Magistrates Court is a motion for extension of time. 
Rule 46 motions are respondent's motions for time limits on adjUdicatory hearings. 
Rule 60 motions are children's court matters to expand the time limit fo commencement of adjudicatory hearings. 

"Information on time interval or age of pending data: 
No table was prepared on notice of appeal to docketing since counsel only has 30 days to file a skeleton transcript after filing of the 

notice of appeal. 

Source: JUdicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report. 1979 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1980). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW MEXICO COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

7 judges 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

F.nd Beglnnlng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ........................................................ X 
Criainal and juvenile ........................................ X 
Appeal of adlrinistrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Other appeals: 

239 
252 

26 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X Reinstated cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Total appeals ...... ........................................... <:tltI· 

o 
---sIT --so9" ~ 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ....................................... .. 
Requests to appeal ......................................... .. 

Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases .................................................... . 2SSf 517 

Other proceedings: 
0 57 Rehear; ng r~quests ........................................... .. 

Other matters: 
Motions .......................................... , ......... .. 0 647 

Total other proceedings ................................ , ••••••••• 0 704 

Disposition of ap~als 

Manner of disposition 

Formal opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 183 
Memorandum decision •••••••••••••• 199 
Transfer ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 
By order ••••••••••••••••••••••••• III 
Certification to Supreme Court ••• 2 

Civil and 
ad!!li ni strati ve 

Affirmed .......................... .. 109 
Reversed .......................... .. 56 
Dismissed .......................... . 2 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part •• 9 
~ashed ........................... .. 0 
Granted ............................ . 
Denied ............................. . 
Transferred to Supreme Court •••••••• 0 

Time interval datan (average days) 

Civil 
Inter
locutory 

Crfainal and juvenile 

Summary other 

Number of cases •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort appeals Other Total 
---as 11 zr- 111 

calendar calendar Total 
45 138 -rsr-

Notice of appeal in distrlc' 
court to decision: 
Notice of appeal in district 
court to answer brief filed: 
Notice of appeal in district 
court to transcript filed ••••••• 

Transcript filed to brief in 
chief filed ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Brief in chief filed to answer 
brief filed ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Notice of appe1 to answer 
brief filed ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Answer brief filed to decision ••••• 
Notice of appeal to decision ••••••• 

Decision to mandate ................ .. 

104 36 

41 20 

36 18 

1B1 74 
247 60 
428 134 

24 22 

91 95 

33 38 

34 34 

15B 167 
226 226 
384 393 45 260 207 

25 24 22 21 21 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space. Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. . 

509 

57 

647 

704 

Crillinal 
and Interlocutory 

Juvenile 
140 
~ 

51 
5 

1D 
0 

14 
37 

0 5 

Administrative agency 
Admlnls- Workmen's 
trative compen-
ap~eals sation Total 

5 35---W-

48 94 75 

37 36 36 

39 32 35 

124 162 146 
244 127 176 
368 289 322 

24 22 23 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. i" \\ 

2999 

0 

0 

0 

Total 
cases 
360 

287 
22 

nInformation on age of pending or time interval data: ~'0 
Cases included in the time interval chart do not include dismissed, denied, docket and affirm, tr(jnsfe\\red tolfrom the Supreme Court, or 

those cases determined to be atypical as a result of severe problems or delays (e.g. reinstate~/ cases). 
Time interval figures given in the Annual Report were rounded to the nearest whole number for inclusion in this table. 

Sourcet Judicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1979 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1980). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have heen computed where. necessary. 
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NEW MEXICO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

13 di stri cts, 44 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Begl nmng 
pending 

DoIIestfc relatfons ........................................... .. 6,691 
Other civil ................................................... . 18,469 

Total ci vil 25,160 

Crflllinal d: 
Felony/misde.eanor: 

Cr'imfnal ................................................... . 2,597 

Total criminal 2,597 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 1,632 

Grand total ............. , ....................................... . 29,389 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are IJnavai1able. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

18,236 
25.833 

~4,069 

5,289 

5,289 

4,159 

53,517 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal· case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment or complaint. 

Disposed 

17 ,452 
22,714 

40,166 

5,029 

5,029 

3,644 

48,839 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. ' 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Pe~ding figures reflect adjustments made following an inventory conducted during 1979. 

End 
pendin~ 

7,249 
21,559 

28,808 

2,864 

2,864 

2,024 

33,696 

Source: JUdicial department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1979 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1980). Statistics are from the annual 
report. 

NEW MEXICO MAGISTRATE CUURT 
Court of lfaited jurfsdfction 

72 courts. 7Z judges 
January 1. 1979 to Decewber 31. 1979 

Chfld: 
law: 

Civil 

Total civil 

Criainald: 

................... " ................................ . 

MtsdNeanor: 
Non-traff1 c ••••.••.....•••••..••••••..•••.•.••••••••••••.••.• 

Prelfatnary heartng: 
Felony •••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other crfainal: 
Failure to pay penalty assessed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUI •••••••••••••• "' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 
Other trafffc vfolation: 

Traffic •••••••• ~ ••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••..•••••••.••.•••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand"total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnmng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

-1Yl.. 
N/A 

N/A 

-1Yl.. 
N/A 

MIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications· used by the CSIM project. 
MIA. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal cas~ unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Filed 

15,294 

15,294 

13,096 

, 8,843 

10,191 

32,130 

3,867 

70,935 

74,802 

122,226 

Disposed 

-1Yl.. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-1Yl.. 
N/A 

MIA 

End 
pending 

-1Yl.. 
N/A 

N/A 

MIA 

-1Yl.. 
MIA 

N{A 

-1Yl.. 
N/A 

MIA 

Source: Judfcial Department df the State of New Mexico, Annual Report. 1979 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1979). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, ('. 
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NEll IEXICO PROBATE COll{T 

Court of li.ited jurisdiction 
32 courts, 32 judges 

January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in ~he Probate Court for 1979. 

NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAl COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

83 courts, 84 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.oer 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1979. 

SMAll CLAIMS COURT IF AlBUQUERQUE. lEW lEXICa 
Court of lhlited jurisdiction 

1 court. 1 judge 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Small Claims COurt for 1979. 
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NEW YORK COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 
24 judges· 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate judsdiction in civil and 

criminal cases. 
- Direct appeal of questions involving 

provision of constitution and death 
sentence. 

Criminal 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 
9 supreme court justices serve 

(3 in each appellate term). 
- Civil and criminal appellate 

jurisdiction. 
J..... ... ----Civil-----of Jurisdiction: 
-- - Civil appellate jurisdiction in two 

of the appellate terms. 
- Criminal appellate jurisdiction in all 

districts. 

Civil, f~onies, Non-f~nies in 
2nd Depfrtment . all3rd and 4th Department Cases. .. 

SUPREME COURT (11) 
263 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Unlimited law and equity. Exclusive 
domestic relations. 

-Felonies and misdemeanors prosecuted 
by indictment (in New York City). 
Criminal jurisdiction in other 
counties if needed. 

Jury trials. 

t 

.& 

COUNTY COURT (57) 
103 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity under $6.000 

(may vary to $10,00C). 
- Original criminal jUriso:etion 

over all offenses (except in New 
York City). 

Appeals on record. 

Jury trials. 

3rd a~d 4th 
Depa1ments 

J 
2nd Department 

FAMILY COURT (58) 
107 judges; 36 county judges 
also serve 

SURROGATES' 
COURT (62) 

CITY COURT**(79) 
149 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

TOWN AND 
VILLAGE JUSTICE 
COURT (2,424) 

Jurisdiction: 
-Adoption. Child protection, 
family offenses, support, 
custody, paternity. 

-Juvenile delinquency, 
dependency and neglect. 

Jury trials not generally 
available. 

3S surrogates; 37 county judges 
also serve 
lurisdiciion: 
-Full nnd complete general 
jurisdiction in malters 
relating to decedents' estates. 
Exclusive probate juris
diction. Adoptions, 
guardianships. 

COURT OF CLAIMS -
17 judges and 26 special 
judges (or dallgerous drug 
control 
J urisdlctlon: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
claims to which the state 
Is a party. 

-Civil actions under $6,000. 
small claims. 

-Criminal with fine less than 
$1,000, sentence less than 12 
months. Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

'/ 

17 

DISTRICT COURT (2) 
49 judges 

CIVIL COURT OF THE CITY 
OF NEW YORK 

Jurisdiction: 
- In Nassau .lnd Suffolk Counties. 
- Clyil a~tlons under $6,000. 
• Criminal with fine less than $1,000 

or sentence less than 12 months. 
Felony preliminaries. 

, Jury trials. 

120ludges 
JurlsdlcHon: 
- Civil law and equity under $10,000. 

Jury trials. 

2.424 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil under $1,000 
(generally small claims). 

-Original crimin~1 with fine 
less than $1.000. sentence 
less than 12 months (mostly 
traffic). Felony preliminaries. 

Jury tri~ls. 

CRIMINAL COURT OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal with fine less than $1,000 

or sentence less than 12 months. 
Fe\rmy preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal 
'Nine lustlces and 12. certified retired justices were rerllt'Jed to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. 

"Included are the city courts/Justice courts, police courts, and recorder's cOllrts. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

courts 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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NEW YORK COURT Of APPEALS 

Court: of last resort 
7 judges 

January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

CiYi 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Ori9inal proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.inal: 

Application for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other moti ons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion ••••••••••••• 163 
Per curi am •••••••••••••••••• 21 
Memorandum •••••••••••••••••• 240 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-rrn; 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classificztions used by the CSIM project. 

Filed Disposed 

423 
147 
570 

N/A N/A (N/A)e 

1,740 1,530 ( 97)e 
N/A. N/A 

97jei 1,7401 l,530i ! 
-r,7'lOi 1,5031 97 ei 

2, 385i ( 97)ei 2,100i ( 97)ei 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil 
Affirmance •••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Reversal ••••••••••••••••••• 102 
Modification ••••••••••••••• 29 
Dlsmissal •••••••••••••••••• 24 
Other ••• •••••••• ••••••••••• 0 

Cri.inal 
82 
55 
6 
4 
o 

Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End 
pending 

Total 
350 

151 
35 
28 
o 

N/A 
N/A 

ff[A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NJA 

N/A 

One-hundred-eleven applications for 1eave to appeal criminal convictions and si~ty-six civil applications were granted by the court. These 
applications when granted are not counted as a disposition until the resulting appeal is disposed. No filing is counted for the appeal. 
These granted applications are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

iolta are not complete: 
Total appeals and total cases filed do not include civil requests to appeal granted. 
Total requests to appeal. total other cases, and total cases filed and disposed figures do not inclUde civil requests to appeal or other 

motions. 
Total requests to appeal disposed, total other cases disposed, and total cases disposed figures do not include civil requests to appeal 

cases granted. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

In addition to the 424 majority opinions, 15 concurring opinions and 73 dissenting opinions were filed. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York, New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW YORK APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

4 divisions. 24 judgesC 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beg1 nmng 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals .................................................. 

Other cases: 
Ori9inal proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary .atters: 

Attorney di sci pli nary proceed'i ngs •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ..................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
Mot ions deci dE:d .............................................. 

Total other proceedings .......................................... 

Manner of dtspositio~ 

Full opi ni on •••••••••••••••••• 561 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••• 89 
Memarandum •••••••••••••••••••• 4,132 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

If/A 

N/A 

8,4IB:i 

(j) 

(j) 
(j) 

lIT 

8,418i 

Disposition of appeals 

9,""DD5:i 

(j) 

142j 
142j 

---m-j 

9,207 

17 ,427 

17,427 

Affirmances ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversal not including new trials ••••••••••• 
Modifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New trial s ................................. . 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classificati~ns used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not appli cabl e. ' 

cJudge information: 

6,074 
1,351 

765 
461 
136 
275 

363 

End 
pending 

rrrr:; 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

rl7A 

N/A 

In addition to the 24 perman~ntly assigned judges, 9 justices and 12 certified retired justices were temporarily assigned to this court 
during 1979. 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases filed do not include all original proceedings. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
An unknown number of original proceedings are included in total filings and dispositions of appeals. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York. New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 



364 
NEW YORK APPELLATE TERMS OF THE SUPREME COURT 

InteMlediate appellate court 
3 terms, 9 Supre.e court justices servec 
Janua~ I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Beglnnlng Filed ,,' d ________________________________________________________ ~pe~n~d~i~ny~ ___________________________ ,y,lspose 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ._ ...................................... . 
Requests to appea i . " .................................................................................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions heard or submitted 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hanner of disposition 

Opinions filed •••••••••••••••••• 0 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,032 
Memoranda written, not filed •••• 31 

N/A 2,035 

Disposition of appeals 

Application rejected: 

1,499 

3,196 

3,196 

Discontinued ................................ .. 
Dismissed on calendar call (civil) •••••••••••• 
Dismissed on calendar call (crillinal) ........ . 
Re;nitted .................................... .. 

Total rejected ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Decisions rendered: 

Affirmed .................................... .. 
Reversed ..................................... . 
Modified .................................... .. 
Dismissed, discontinued, withdrawn, remanded •• 

Total decisions rendered ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

33 
311 
47 

1 
392 

595 
372 
83 
57 

1,107 

End 
pending 

N/A 

-
) 

Note: Appellate Terms of the Supreme Court hear civil and cri.inal appeals from the first and second departments. County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts for the third and fourth departments hear some equivalent cd.fna1 appeals; nOWeVel", data regarding the volume of such 
cases are not available. For certain crfllina1 cases New York has three intermediate appellate courts when County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts are counted. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
Blank space a Not enough informGtion is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by t~e court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- 2 Not applicable. 

CJud~e information: 
During 1979, there were three appellate terms Sitting with three judges in each term: hence the total of nine judges for 1979. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 198u (New York, New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed Where necessary. 
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365 
NEW YORK SUPREME COURT AND COUNTY COURT 

Court of general jurfsdiction 
11 districts, 263 justices; 57 counties, 10~ judges 

January I, 1979 to Dect!llber 31, 19193 

Child: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Motor vehicle ............................................ . 

Professional tort: 
Medical malpractice ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort ............................... "' ................ . 
Total ....................................................... . 

Real property rights: 
Condemnati on .. " ............................................ . 

DoIIestic relation!): 
Marriage dissohltlon: 

Contested matrimonial .................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of ~G.inistratiye agency case: 
Tax certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 
All others .................................................. . 

Total civil 

Crtllinald: 
,Fe 1 ony /m sdeEanor: 

Indict~ents--New York City •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Indictments--outsfde New York City •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Crtllinal: 
New York Ci ty .......... .. 
Outside New York City .. .. 

Total ................... .. 

x 
X 
X 

Non-jury 

X 
X 
X 

Age of pending caseuload(average months) 
Outside 

2,151 
1,337 
3,488 

Begi nm ng 
pending 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3,511fh 

x 
__ X 

65, 130fh 

8,608i 
N/A 

8,608i 

8,60Bi 

73,738f1 

Projected average age: 
New York.£lll. New York City Total 

Civil: 
Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••• 

12 11 
7 

23 
7 

Disposed 

19,616 21,736 

1,870 1,757 
14,191 14.614 
35,677 38,107 

167 188 

10,259 9,948 

5,999 5,150 

13,849 13,789 

65,951 67,182 

16,454 17 ,014 
14,352 16,494 
30,806 33,508 

30,806 33,508 

96,757 100,690 

Crillfna1 (felonY/llisdelieanor) dispositions 

Outside 

EIld 
pending 

x 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3,822 

x 

X 

63,899 

8,9189; 
N/A 

8,9189i 

8,9189i 

72,817i 

New York 
City New York Ci t1. Total 

P1 eas of guilty: 
Felony ................... .. 
Misde.eanor ............... . 

Total ..................... .. 
Trial conviction ••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 

10,431 
1,037 

11,468 
1,525 

727 
3,294 

X. 
X 

12,676 
980 
365 

2Q473 

X 
X 

24,144 
2,505 
1,092 
5,767 

Boldfac~ headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A 2 This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X m The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of ~ petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defend~nts on the 

indictment, except in the trial data. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision, which includes 

mistrials. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 

end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions: . 

Figures are as reported in the annual report.hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was calculated from filed,,'disposed, 
and end pending data given in the annual report. 

iOata are not complete: 
Pending data for fe10nY/lllsdelielnor indictments--New York City do 

not include misdellelncr cases. 
Total crtllinal pending and grand total pending figures do not 

include misde.eanor indictments Inside New York City of felony/ 
mtsde.eanor indictments outside New York City. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed includes new actions, restorations, and tr4nsfers into these 

courts from other courts, plus or minus transfers within the 
courts. 

mlnformatlon on disposition type or trial data: 
The dispositions of disagreements, mistrials and youths 

adjudicated as youthful offenders are not counted in the 
disposed data of the profile's top portion. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York, Hew York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 



366 
CIVIL COURT OF TIlE CIn OF NEIl YORK 

Court of lflrtted jurisdictfon 
1 court, 120 judges 

Janua~ 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Begl nm ng 
pending Filed Ilisposed 

Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Contract: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Commercial ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Rea 1 property ri gilts: •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Housing part actions 
Housing part (summary·p~~~~~di~g)····························· 

Total.................. .. ........................ .. 
Other cfYil: ...................................... . 

Nonhousing part actions (summary proceeding) ••••••••••••••••• 
Total civil ..................................................... 

Grand totalk ..................................................... 
Trial d 

Cfvtl: Jury ,,Non-jury 
Tort and contract 
Real property righi~'~~d"" 

T other ciyfl ••••••••••••••• 
otal ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

580 1,637 

26 6,464 
606 8,101 

Time interval data (average months) 

Projected time from filing of 
note of issue to dispositionn ••••••• 4.4 

~ 
2,217 

6,490 
8,707 

X 32,175 34,466 
X 20,198 20,217 

947 3,362 2,505 X 81,066 79,655 X 84,428 82,160 
__ X 

~ 5,604 
24,954 142,592 142,447 

24,954 142,592 142,447 

Cfvtl dispositions 

Tort and 
contract 

Settled, discontinued, or dismissed 
before trial ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Settled or diSContinued during trial 
Di smi ssed duri I1g tri al •• 
Harked off calendar ............... . 
Default jUdgment (inq·~~;t)·············· 
Default (no in uest .......... .. 
Inquest b cou~t .) ................. . 
Consent j~d ment •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to g refer~~ .... ,' .............. . 
Disagreement or mist;j~i··············· 
Arbitration •••••••••••••• ....•..•....•..........•..• 

36,439 
832 
64 

8,305 
5,653 

20 

104 
1,049 

~~!d~~ed~~:d~~~St~~~l~::: ~he claSSifications used by the CSIH project. 
-- • Not applicable. ype are known to be included In the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

k~~d~tr~r:i f~;~~~~~~~~:ie~r~~~ht~h~e:~J~~90~fd:cf:i~~~on or complaint. 

nTimeTh~~t~~~~i ~~S~g~i~~0~:~dr~g5!ai:~ motions and issued 146,752 orders during the time period. 
Time interval data are only for tort. contr~ct. and housing part actions. 

Source: Chi f Ad i i 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

1,805 
X 
X 

__ X 

25,100 

25,099 

Rea 1 property 
rights and 
ether cfvil ~ 

59,348 95,787 
2,039 2,871 

122 186 
697 9,002 
308 5,961 

16,432 16,432 
2,277 2,277 

21 41 
0 0 

30 134 
1,049 

th ~ t tml n ~trator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 198~ (New York, Ne Y Ie 198) 
a 0 a s ave been computed where necessary. w or: O. Statistics are from the annual report except 
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CRIMIML COURT OF TIlE CITY OF NEW YORK 
Court of lilrtted jurfsdictfon 

1 court. 98 judges 
1anulry 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Cri.inald: 
Hi SdeE:lnor- •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
Preli.inary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

Violations •••••••• J •.••...•.•.•••••••••••••••.•••••..•••••••• 
Non-traffic summons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other cri.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Trafffc: 
other trafffc Yfolation: 

Traffic summons ............................................. . 

Total traffic .•.......•...•.........•••...•••.....•.... ~ ....... . 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••• w ••••• ., ••••••••••• _It .......... . 

Trial d 

~ Non-jury Total 
Crt.tnal f ........... -X-- X T,1l5O 
Trafffc ............. N/A N/A N/A 

Beginnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/Ii. 

N/A 
"/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

X X 

)( X 

N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

475,612 
475,6121 

X __ X 

678,979i 200,456i 

118,929 ~ 

118,929 N/A 

797,908i 200,456i 

Crf.inal dispositionsi 

Pleas of guilty •••••••••••••••••• 
Trial convictiond •••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal d ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Referrals to grand jury •••••••••• 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••• , .•••••••••••.••••••• 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not unavailable by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

93,108 
421 
703 

16,642 
7'1,337 
11,245 

613 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

367 

The criminal case unit of count for caseflow is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. Trial data are based/on the number 
of trials, conducted, anyone of which may include more than one defendant. 

A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 
iData are not complete: 

Total ordinance yiolatfon cases, total crt.fnal. and grand total cases filed figures do not include violations cases. 
Total crt.fnal and grand total disposed cases and type of disposition data include only ~fsde.eanor. felony preltlrtnary hearing, and other 

cri.inal cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

k 
Non-traffic summons includes all "nonarrest cases and arrest cases of peddling" where a desk appearance ticket was issued. 

Additional information: 
Crf.tnll br~akdowns for case categories given in the annual report are estimates of the volu~ of cases filed during the court year. The 

total numb~r of cases filed is based on the actual count of cases. There was difference of 109 cases between the estimates for each case 
type and the actual total volume which could not be identified by case type. 

There were also 68,969 warrants filed and 58,937 warrants executed by the court during the year. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New Vork, New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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368 NEW YORK, FAMILY COURTi 
Gourt of H.,fled jurisdictfon 

58 courts; 107 judges and 36 county judge~ serve 
January 1. 1979 to Oece.ber 31. 1979 

BI!g1nn1ng 
pending 

Filed 

Child: 
Ooaestic relations: 

Supvort/custody: 
Custody of mi nors ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••• 
Support (non-ADC and ADC) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Uniform support of dependent's law ••••••••••••••• •••••••••• 

Total ............................................ 't' •••••••••• 

Adopti on ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ~stic relations: 

Supreme Court referral ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Foster care review ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Approval of foster care placement •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Physically handicapped ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family offense ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Paternity (non-ADC and ADC) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supplementary •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............. • .... •• .. ••••••••• .... •• .. ••••••• .. •• .. ••• Total ........................................................ . 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

"ental health: 
Hental defective ............................ U ••••• •• .. •••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Juvenile: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Juvenile, delinquency ........................................ . 
Status offense: 

Person in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
IIon-offer,se: 

Permanent neglect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Child protective--neglect ................................... ,' 
Child protective--abuse •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••...••...••••••...•••••• " ••••.•••••••.••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Consent to marry ••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand tota 1 ••••••. os ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

396fh 
10,548fh 

1.285fh 
12.229f 

395fh 

121fh 
954fh 
474fh 

Ofh 
2,767fh 
9 221fh 

, Ofh 
5.894fh 

19,431
f
f 

32.055 

243fh 

~fh 

32.322f 

12,066fh 

5.828fh 

717fh 
5,773fh 
1 021fh 7: 511fh 

Ofh 

25.405f 

57,727f 

Civil dispositionsi 

Oo.estic relations: 

12,546i 
38,6381 
24,4301 
75,614i 
3,899i 

1,687i 
4, 198i 
7, 863i 

1l,189~ 
19,8021 
33, 891i 
4,184i 

108,888i 
191,7021 
271,2151 

5931 

___ 7i 

2H,815i 

25,4671, 

12,972i 

1,2921 
6.214i 
1,<t731 
8.979i 

~1 

47, 930i 

319.745i 

Withdrawn or 
dismissed 

Support/custody .......................... . 2a,805 
110 

50.915 
79,830 

Adoption ••.••••••••••••••.•••..••••••..••• 
Other da.estic relations •••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship 
Mental health ............................. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'I! ••••••••••• ". 

Time interval data (days)ik 

0-7 8-14 15-21 22-30 
Juvenile child protective proceedings days days days days 

involving child abuse: 
Filing of petition to initial fact-finding hearing: 

Boys •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1~8 
Girls •••••• ~............................ 8 

16 12 20 
38 16 32 

Initial fact-finding hearing to dispositional hearing: 
Boys .................................... 131 
Girls ................................... 189 

7 15 7 
11 21 18 

172 
21 

80,023 

31-90 
day~, 

115 
129 

105 
131 

Disposed 

10,847i 
44,1551 
23,511i 
78,513i 

3,202i 

1,529~ 
4,5161 
7,113i 
9,901i 

20,858i 
36,666i 

2,3771 
104,632i 
187,5921 
269,307i 

643i 

31i 

269, 981i 

31,7321 

16,3651 

1,4941 
9,4931 
1.9701 

12.9571 

~1 

61.326i 

331,3071 

91-180 181-365 
days days 

84 43 
107 74 

51 4ti 
82 73 

End 
pendingg 

2,0951 
5,031i 
2,2041 
9,330i 
1,092i 

279i 
636i 

1, 224i i 
6789 

1,711i 
6,446i

i 3099 
10,150i 
21, 4331 
31,855 

193i 

___ Oi 

32,04891 

5,8011 

2,435i 

515i 
2.4941 

5249i 
3.53391 

59i 

11.77491 

43,8229 i 

Over 
366-730 730 
days days 

16 5 
15 8 

31 16 
24 8 

---~~~ ----------

.r'''''1 

1 
h 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

~ I dCase definition or unit of count: 
,! •. '~ A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
Figures are calculated from data given in the annual report. 

'i 9Change in pending does not equal the difference between fl1ings and dispositions: 
i,l The sum of cases listed in the annual report as disposed and end pending was smaller than the number of cases li5ted as filed. Therefore 0 
~ was entered as the beginning pending figure for this category. 
1 hFigure was computed: 
, i Begi nni ng pendi ng fi gure was computed from fili ng, di sposed, and end pendi ng data~ 

Data reported do not include case activity in Queens County during December. This effects the number of cases reported as filed, disposed, 

1 
.• 

1
,,: .....• - Data are not complete: 

j the type of dispositions pending at the end of the period, and the time interval data, but does not effect the beginning pending figures. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

.' kAdd~io~~1 ~~~~~~~tr!~~res include only petitions actively pending at the end of the period. 

There were cases involving 95 boys and 135 girls in which no initial fact-finding hearing was held. 

t, Source: 

i" I 

Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York, New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where appropr1ate. 

I· 1 p 
U 

II'! '\ . ·i 
j. ! 

NEW YORK DISTRICT COURT AND CIn COURT 
Court of 'i~ited jurisdiction 

2 counties: 2 courts. 49 judges; 61 cities: 79 courts. 149 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Beg1nmng Filed pending 

ChUd: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A N/A 
s.all claill5 ................................................. .. ~ ..17,328 

Tota 1 c1 vi 1 .••••• " •••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 47,328i ri 1.,1 Cri.inald: 

~i 

11 
, I 

l'l 
U 

N/A N/A 

-1ill. ---liLA 
N/A N/A 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

All motor vehicle offenses 

Tota 1 tra ffi c ...•.•.•.....•......•...•....•....•.•.......•••.... 

i j Grand tota 1 i 

j'1 
N/A 47.328i 

l'r 

1 
j 
l 
I 

f·' 

II 
J ,1 

t, 

\ 
1 
I 

,I 
\1 '.1 
' ' 

Trial d 
Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil {Law) .......... . 
Cri.inal ............ . 
Traffic ............ .. 

Total ................. . 

x 
X 
X 
X 

Civil (Law) dispositions 

Discontinued •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Default .-•••••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial •••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••...••••• 

15.699 
8,923 

28,730 
404 

20,185 

x 
X 
X 
X 

4,824 
1,640 
7.280 

13,744 

Cri.inal dispositions 

Plea •••••••••••••••• 76,574 
Dismissal •••••••••••• 53~618 
Conviction •••••••••• 876 
Acquittal........... 764 
Held for' grand jury. 5,045 
Other ............... 3.829 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for t.his cllse type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 
-- • Not ~ppllcable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendant~ on ~he indictment or complaint. 

< A trial is counted if tried to deciSion or verdict. 
'Data are not complete: 

TO't61 civil and grand total ffled figures inc'lude only s_11 cl.ill5 cases. 

. " tnd Disposed pending 

78,765 N/A 
46,462 ~ 

125;i~27 N/A 

140,706 N/" 

337,782 N/A 

337.782 N/A 

603.715 N/A 

Traffic dispositions 

Plea •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ........... .. 
Conviction •••••••••••• 
Acquittal ........... .. 
Mistrial •••••••••••••• 
Held for grand jury ••• 
Other •••••••• t •••••••• 

216,303 
109.154 

4,822 
2,458 

9 
235 

4,801 

1 
Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York, New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 

that totals have been computed where necessary. 

I .' I , 
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NEll YORK SURR~TES' COURT 

Court of li_ited jurisdiction 
62 courts; 35 surr3gates and 37 county judges serve 

January I, 1979 to Dec~r 31, 1979 

Child: 
Domestic relat10ns: 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate of wills ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administration proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Accounting proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••• / •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate: 

Other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

C1vil : 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Probate of wills •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship •••• 
other estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

N/A 

40,020 
N/A 

11,187 
51,207i 

N/A 

N/A 
51,207i 

51,207i 

51,207i 

Jury Non-jury 

l\ X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

Total 

124 
39 

2,17il 
2,333 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil clse is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A trial is counted as tried to verdict or dec'lsion. 

iData are not complete: 

Disposed End 
pending 

3,197k N/A 

34,471 N/A 
21,749 ~l/A 

7,136 N/A 
63,356 N/A 

5,925k N/A 

3,632 N/A 
72,913 ~ 

76,110 N/A 

76,110 N/A 

Probate/wills/intestate, estate, and total civil filed and grand total filed include only probate of Wills and acco~ntjng proceedings. 
Dispositions contain dati for all categories. 

KAdditiona1 inforMation: 
The ao-,tion disposed figure includes 65 petitions which were denied, dismissed, or withdrawn. In the remaining 3,132 cases, orders of 

adoption were granted. 
The guardianship disposed figure includes 14 letters of guardianship which were denied. The remainin9 5,911 letters of guardianship were 

granted. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Second Annual Report 1980 (New York, New York: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been co~uted where necessary. 

NEW YOlK COURT OF CLAIMS 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

1 court, 17 regular judges; I:nd 26 special judges 
JaRUa~ I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Court of Claims for 1979. 

NEW YDIIK 1M AIID YILLAGE JUSTICE COtlItT 
Court of li.tted jurisdiction 

2,424 courts, 2,424 justices of tIM! peace 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

There were'l1o data lVailable for cases handled in the. Town Court or Vtllage Court during 1979. 

~.'.;.l 1 
j 
1 
I 

Death or 
Iifeim prisonment. 

I 

I 
I 

t Indicalea route of appeal." 

NORTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

-
., 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
jurisdiction: 
-Hears direct appeals on death or life 
imprisonment sentence. 

-Constitutional questions, dissent in 
Court of Appeals, and Utilities 
Commission general rate-making case 
appeals are heard as of right from 
Court of Appeals. 

-Other appeals of major interest are 
discretionary. 

~ 

COURT OF APPEA.LS 
12 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Appeals from lower courts, the Utilities 
Commission, Industrial Commission, 
and Commissioner of Insurance. 

SUPERIOR COURT (32) 
58 judges and 8 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions over $5,000. 
-Felonies, misdemeanor appeals. 
Appeals are trial de novu. 
Appeals from administrative agencies 
except Utilities Commission, Industrial 
Commission, and Commissioner of 
Insurance. 

jury trials. 

t 
Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (32) 
127 judges and 589 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions $5,000 or less, 
domestic relations, divorces. 

-Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-juvenile. 
jury trials in civil. 
No jury trials in criminal. 

.... 

Civ iI 

] 

Court of 
last resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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NORTH CAROllltA SUPi!EME COURT 

Court of last resort 
7 justices 

Septetlber 5, 1978 to Sept~r 4, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Dissent in __ Court of Appeals ............................... . 
Substantial constitutional question •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review of decision 

of Court of Appeals, allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review prior 

to determination by Court of Appeals, allowed •••••••••••• 
Petition for writ of certiorari, allowed ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other statutory appeals of right ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Cri.inal: 

Lf fe sentence ............................................. . 
Death sentence ............................................ . 
Dissent in Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Substantal const~tutional question ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review of decision 

of Court of Appeals, allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review prior to determination 

by Court of Appeals, allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition of writ of certiorari, allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Other statutory appeals of right ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Tota) appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus allowed ••••••••• 0, .......................... . 

Supersedeas allowed ........................... , 1 ••••••••••• 
Mandamus (civfl) allowed •••••••••••••••••••••. ', ••••••••••• 
Mandamus (criminal) allowed •••••••••••••••• ;':.-;: •••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Disciplinary: 

Board of law examiners ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Judicial standa"ds commission .......................... .. 

Total .................................................... . 
AdvIsory opinion: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil: 

Discretionary review to review Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Discretionary review prior to deciston by 

Court of Appeals ............... ~; ..................... . 
Petition for writ of certiorari •••••••••••••••• v ••••••••• 
Mandamus (civfl) ................. ', ...................... _. 

Total e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cri.inal: 
Discretionary review to review Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Discretionary review prior to decision by 

Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i •••• 
Petition for writ of certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus (crimin~l) ..................................... . 

Total ••..••.••.•. ", .•••••••...••••••.••• ., ..•. "l'" ••••••••• 
Other: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court , ..................... .. 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Supersedeas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... -11 •• 

Total ••••..•.••.••...•••.•.•. 11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ...................................................... 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearing requests: 
Applications for further review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ........................ ,. ............... . 

Disposition of appeals 

Beglnmng 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X --,-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

NfA 

NfA 
NfA 
NfA 
N/A 

N/A 

NfA 
NfA 
NfA 
NfA 

NfA 
NfA 
N/A 
NfA 
NfA 

N7A 

21fi 

NfA 

NfA 
"f~' ____ 

Filed Disposed 

20 X 
7 X 

(33)e X 

(13)e X 
( 2)e X 

2 X 
29 (48)e X 

63 X 
9 X 

11 X 
9 X 

(13)e X 

( l)e X 
( l)e X 

1 X 
93 !1Sr X 

122 63 e X 

(W X 
( Ole X 
( 1)e X 
( Ole X 
( l)e X 

0 X 
1 X 
1 X 

2 ( Ole X 
3 ( l)e X 

X 199 (27)e 

X 9 pD)e 
X 6 8)e 
X 

2 f 1l
e 

X 215 46 e 

X 98 (13)e 

X 0 
X 39 ( S)e 
X 2 I Ole 
X 139 18),e 

0 ( Ole 
X 3 ( 0t 
X 16 ( 0 e 
X 19 ( Ole 

499 374 !64t 
50~. ( I)e X 6~ e 

624 (64)e 536 (64)e 

N/A 62 

N/A 62 

Manner of disposition 
Afffrl11ed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 95 
Reversed ................... , •• • .. •• .. .. • ... • 33 Chl1 Cr1.1nal 

Newtrfal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 
Vacated and remanded ••••• ,.................. 2 
Affirmed in part and remanded ••••• ,......... 2 
Af\~irmed in part. and reversed in part....... 7 
Modified and affirmed ................ ,....... 4 
Order of removal of a judge .......... ,....... 1 

Opinions rendered ••••• , •••• , •••••• --x-- X 
Cases dismissed or withdrawn •••••• X X 

fnd 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X --,-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

NfA 

N/A 
NfA 

N/A 

NfA 

NfA 
N/A 
N/A 
NfA 

NfA 
NfA 
N/A 
NfA 
NfA 

ff7A 

19911 

NfA 

NfA 

Total --m-
23 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
NfA ,. This case type \'is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X ,. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double co';';tfn~': 
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Petitions for discretionary review granted ar!l not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for 
the appeal, These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. The number of granted petitions appearing in the filed 
column will usually differ from the number appearing in the disposed column because petitions allowed during one term may not be docketed 
as appeals until the following term. 

f8eginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the ·1978 court year. 
The difference is due to a change in the reporting period from the calendar year to the fiscal year of September to September. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Pending figures are incomplete. All data are as given in the unpub'lished reports. 

iData are not complete: 
Pending data for' total cases do not include requests to appeal. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: \' 
The end pending figure was taken from the 1979-80 Annual Report where it is given us the n'lJf1ber of cases brought forward from the Spring 

1979 term. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts North Carolina Courts 1978-79 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 19BO). Statistics are from the 
unpublished reports except thattot~is have been ,computed where necessary, and corrections were made during data verification. 
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS 
Int~iate appellate court 

12 judges 
! January I, ~979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
From Superior' Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cri.inal: 
From Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of ad.tnistrative agency cases: 
Insurance Commission ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Industrial Commission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utilities Commission ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other appeal s: 

From,District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., •••••••• ,. •••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oi sci p 11 nary: 
State Bar cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J~ •• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••• 

Other proceedin9s~ 
Other matters: 

Hoti ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ............. . 

Total other proceedings •......................•.................. 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A -1m: 

N/A 

N/A 
IfTfi 

N/A 

o 
o 

Filed 

4391 

495i 

3 ( Xle 3B ( X e 
6 ~'Xle 47 X e 

223 ! xt 1,20454 e 

2 

532 
~ 

1,738 (54)e 

-1YA 
N/A 

Manne~ of disposition 

Written opinions: 
Affi rmed •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part/ 

reversed in part •••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other than opinion: 
Allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Deni ed •••••••••• ;' ••••••••••••••• 
Remanded •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... .. 

77B 
271 

55 
1,104 

86 

Requests to 
appeal, 

X 
X 

X 
1 

54 
400 

6 
460 

Boldface headings i~dicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
8lank space· Not enough fnformation is known. The;"case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. ' 

818 
207 

3 
1,028 

Disp,osed 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
l,244J 

(j) 

407 !54r 
401154 e 

1,651 (54)e 

l,028k 

l,02ak 

Total 

778i 
271 i 

55 i 
1,105 

B72 
607 

9 
1,574 

Eiid 
Pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 

__ 0 

o 

eF1gure not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
The number of petitions that were granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a new filing is not counted for 

i 
the resu1tin9 appeal. The number of petitions granted are the figures appearing in parentheses in the court profile. 

Data are not co~lete: " 
Figures given for the number of opinions that affirmed, reversed, or affirmed in part/reversed in part do not include the opinion issued in 

on request to appeal petition. 
Civil and cri.tnal appeals filed include only cases from the Superior Court. Cases from the District Court could not be divided into these 

categori es. 

j Total other cases disposed does not include State Bar cases. 
Explan~tion of data inclUded in the category: 

Civil appeals figures include appeals from the Insurance Commissioner, the Industrial Commission, and the Utilities Commission, as well as 
civl1 appeals. 

The number of State Bar cases disposed is included in the number of Ippeals disposed. 
kAdclitiona1 information: " 

Eight hundred-eighteen of the motions were allowed; three were remanded. 

Source: Statistics are from the unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the court except that totals have been co~uted where necessary. 
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NORTH CAROLINA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

32 districts, 58 regular and 8 special judgesk 
July I, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Chnd: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Estatea ............... '" ...................................... . 
Other chil: 

Special proceedingsaj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ..................................................... . 

Cri",inald: 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Appeal of trial court clse: 

Misdemeanor trial de novo •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ..................................................... 
Grand total .................................................... .. 

Civil ........ J~~ 
Crilllinll: 

Felony ..... :2,200 
Appeal ..... 1,563 

Total ....... 3,763 
Grand total ••• 4,420 

Age of pendUng caseload 

Under 60 days •••••••••••••• 
Under 90 days •••••••••••••• 
61 to 120 days ••••••••••••• 
91 to 180 days ••••••••••••• 
120 to 180 days •••••••••••• 
181 to 365 daY5 •••••••••••• 
Over '1 year ............... . 
1+ to 2 years ............ .. 
Over 2 years ••••••••••••••• 
Average mean age (days) •••• 
Average median age (days) •• 

Chfl 
IfTfi 
2,894 

MIA 
2,244 

N/A 
3,424 
6,712 
3,654 
3,058 

462.4 
306.1 

M/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

F4~j1{ 
N/A 

2,647 
M/A 

1,411 
1,558 
1,747 

N/A 
N/A 
183.8 
8B.6 

Total 
'4,ll'5IT 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

¥.m 
N/A 

1,611 
M/A 
877 

1,146 
1,011 

N/A 
N/A 
167.2 
73.5 

geg1nnlng 
Filed Disposed pending 

14,564f 12,034 11,324 
47,D12f 32,926 31,378 

19,114" 27,799 26.717 

80, 690f 72,759 69,'419 

10,584f 32,129 30,979 

~f 24.462 23.608 

17 ,894f 56,591 54,581 

98,584f 129,350 124,006 

Civil dispositions 
Law 

By clerk ••• ,.................... 1,078 
Voluntary dismissal............. 2,184m 
Other ... ............... ......... 3,212 

Cri.inal dispositions 

FelOllY 

By plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16,993 
Dismissal by district attorney... 10,491 

Time from filing to disposition 

Percentage of cases disposed in: 
Under 60 dlYs ••••••••••••••••••• 
Under 90 days .................. . 
61 to 120 days •••••••••••••••••• 
121 to 180 days ••••••••••••••••• 
91 to 180 days •••••••••••••••••• 
181 days to 1 year •••••••••••••• 
1+ to 2 years ••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 1 year ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 2 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
Average mean time (days) •••••••• 
Average lilediam time (days) ...... 

Chil 

N/A 
20.3 

N/A 
N/A 
H.8 
19.4 
24.8 

N/A 
23.7 

516.B 
336.5 

Felony 

39.9 
N/A 
30.0 
11.2 

M/A 
12.4 

N/A 
6.5 

M/A 
127.9 
69.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

ICourt jurisdiction: 

d 
Estate and special proceedings cases were disposed by the clerks of the Superior Court. 

Case definition or unit of count: " 

~ 

45.1 
N/A 
26.1 
11.3 

N/A 
H.8 

MIA 
5.7 

N/A 
116.1 
61.5 

375 

fnd 
pending 

15,274 
48,560 

20,196 

84,030 

11,734 

8,164 

19,898 

103,928 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is not con;istent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact treated as cases. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pendin9 figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
j The difference is due to a change in reportinq period from calendar year to fiscal year for the court. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

Special proceedings include such matters as petitions in foreclosure, involuntary COmMitments to mental hospitals, adoptions, condemnations 
k of real property for public purposes, and incompetency of persons to manage their personal financial affairs. 
Additional information: 

In addition to the judges serving this court, there are also 100 clerks who have the authority to dlspose of estate and speCial proceedings 
cases that Ire handled by judges in other states. Data for cases ~i5posed by the clerks of court'~re included in this profile. 

"'Information on type of disposition or trial data: 
Data reported for chil voluntary dismissals were available for the last half of the reporting period only. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, MorthC.ro1ina Courts, 1978-79 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1980). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, Ind revisions were ~de dUring data verification by the administrative 
office of the courts. 
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NORTH CAROlINA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of li.nted jurisdiction 

32 districts, 127 judges, 589 lla9istrates 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Chnd: 
Law: 

Genera I ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Slla11 cl iii lIS .................................................. . 

DoIEsti c re 1 at1 ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Cri.inald: 
Other crflllinill: 

Nonmotor vehicle 

Total criminal ...... .. .. .... .. .. .... • J~ ~ ...................................................................... .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

79,08Sf 

3,7,537f 

47,537f 

Motor vehicle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 88,751f 

Total traffic 

Juveniled: 
Cri.inal-ty~ offense: 

Capital •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hi sdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probation violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offense: 

Truancy ..................................................... . 
Other undisciplined .......................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Non-offense: 

Dependent ................................................... . 
Neglected .................................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total juvenHl! .................................................................................................... 

Grand total ...................... ................................ .................... eo .................. -- .......... .. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--.!J!A 
N/A 

215,373fi 

Filed 

46,397 
179.088 
54,063 

279.548 

226,292 

356,292 

796.227 

796,227 

26 
4,143 
7,469 
1,308 

12,946 

679 
2,620 
3,299 

2,393 
2,569 
4,962 

21,207 

1,453,274 

j"""" 

t: 
I' .j 

H 
1 1 

End 
r; ! 
1 ; 

pending ~ , >··i 

fl 
X (i 
X pi X 1 is 

90,754 
' J 

H 

Disposed 

41.548 
173,730 
52.601 

267,879 

tl 
56,655 

ri 56,655 

t1 

347,174 

347.174 

1) 
97,513 t~ 

lJ 
787.465 

97,513 t " 
f! 
i \ 
"( j , 

787,465 

r ' , 
N/A 

, 
,I 

N/A ' .,; 
X 
X 

N/A tl N/A 
N/A t' 
N/A d 
N/A f ·1 N/A 

J'; N/A '1 
N/A 

tJ N/A 
li-'-

N/A ; 
t,1 ., 

X 
X 

12,909 

X 
X 

3,446 

3,057 
3,642 
6,699 

23,054 

244,922 

I"J 

~ '1 

i 
'1 

H 

fl 

fl 
,i '\ I 
t~ 

II 
(} 
~j 

~ 
. ~ tt 

!l 
l 
I 

1,425,572 

----, --. -~--------

Trial d 

~ Non-,iurl BX magi strate 

Civil: 
Law ................. 387 12,922 
SIIa11 clafllS ........ 166,647 
Oonestfc relations " 70 42,535 

Total ................. 457 55,457 166,647 
Cri.inal .............. 38,299 388 
Trafffc ............... 38,058 

Total .................................... 457 131,814 167,035 

Time from ffling to disposition 

Civil Cri.inal 
Percentage of cases disposed in: 

Under 60 days ................... N/A 83.9 
Under 90 days . ................... 81.0 N/A 
61 to 120 days .................. N/A 9.7 
91 to 1BO days .................. 7.8 N/A 
121 to 180 days ................................ N/A 2.7 
181 days to 1 year ........ "' ...... 4.3 2.1 
Over 1 year ao •••••••••••••••••••• N/A 1.6 
1 to 2 years .................... 3.7 N/A 
Over 2 years .................... 3.2 N/A 
Average mean time to . 
disposition (days) ••••••••••••• 97.1 42.0 

Average median time to 
disposition (days) ...................... 24.0 19.0 

Age of pending caseload, (daxs) 

Other 
criminal 

Under 60 days ................ . 
Under 90 days ••••••••••••••••• 
61 to 120 days •••••••••••••••• 
91 to 180 days •••••••••••••••• 
121 to 180 days ••••••••••••••• 
181 days to 1 year •••••••••••• 
Over 1 year ••••••••••••••••••• 
1 to 2 years •••••••••••••••••• 
Over 2 years •••••••••••••••••• 
Average mean time (days) ...... 
Average median time (days) •••• 

N/A 
32,562 

N/A 
12.485 

N/A 
14,268 

N/A 
16,459 . 
14,890 

N/A 
N/A 

27,333 
II/A 

6,911 
N/A 

3,848 
7,433 

11,130 
N/A 
Ii/A 
219.3 
65.6 

Total 

13,309 
166,647 
42,605 

222,561 
38,687 
38,058 

299,306 

Traffic 

85.7 
N/A 

8.1 
N/A 

3.5 
2.0 
0.7 

N/A 
N/A 

37.2 

21.0 

Traffic 

59,395 
N/A 

14,124 
N/A 

5,767 
8,956 
9,271 

N/A 
N/A 

119.6 
38.7 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Cri.inal dispositions 

Plea of guilty •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Waiver ................................. . 
Dismissed by district attorney •••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions 

Plea of guilty •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing ..................... , 
Waiver ................................. . 
Dismi~sed by district attorney •••••••••• 
Speedy trial dismissal •••••••••••••••••• 
Other ................................. .. 

Juvenile dispositions 

Retained Dismissed 
Cri.inal-type of·fense • 9,462 3,447 
Status offense •••••••• 1,939 1,507 
Non-offense: 

Dependent ........... 2,427 630 
Neglected . .......... 2,85ti 786 

Total . ............... 5,283 1,416 
Total . .............................. 16,684 6,370 

Civil dispositions 

126,197 
21,183 
51,276 
70,981 

169,002 
1,558 

471,176 
82,131 

3 
25,537 

Total 
12,909 
3,446 

3,057 
3,642 
6,699 

23,054 

Small Domestic 

By clerk ............. 
Voluntary dismissal 
Other ................ 

Law 

15,137 
5,306 
7,796 

,\ 
\, 

claims relations Total 

1,639 , 584 17,360 
1,526 4,884 11,716 
3,918 4,528 16,242 

X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not availa~le by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definitiQn or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

377 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what, the courts have in fact treated as cases. 
A juvenile filing is an allegation contained in a juvenile petition. Juvenile dispositions are the number of adjudicatory hearings on 

juvenile petitions. 
A'jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. .I! 
A non-jury trial is counted at the pointi1when an apening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1979 court year do not equal end panding figures fOI' the 1978 court year: 
The difference is due to the change from the calendar to the fiscal year fr the reporting period of the court. 

iData are not complete: 
Grand total pending figures do not include juvenile cases. Grand total flIed and disposed include all categories. 

Source: Admini strati ve Offi ce of the Courts, North Carol i na Courts. 1978-79 (Ral ei gh, North Caroli na: 1980). Stati sti cs are fr'om the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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378 NORTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

. 

f 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and 

criminal matters from District Courts 
and County Courts with Increased 
Jurisdiction. 

COUNTY COURT 
WITH INCREASED 
JURISDICTION (17) 
17 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $1,000. Small 

claims under $1,000. Crimin"l 
jurisdiction in probate, te~tamentary 
and guardianship matters. 

_ Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All civil achons ex.clusive over $1.000. 
- All criminal felony cases. 
- Misdemea nors . 
_ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (179) 
167 judges 

COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT (36) 

COUNTY JUSTICE 
COURT (36) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

- City ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

t Illdicates route of appeal. 

36 judges 
Jurisdiction: -, 
- Probate, guardianship, and other 

testamentary matters. 

_ Civil actions under $200 except 
boundary or title disputes. Small 
claims under $500. 

_ Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

I 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

} 
~ 
j 

I 
I 
I 
i 

f
! 
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1 
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1 
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NORTH DAKOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: \' 

CI vf1 •••••••••••• )\_ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.ina1 ............ : ...................................... .. 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary .atter: 
Disciplinary ............................................ . 
Judicial Qualifications Commission ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Advisory oplnlion: 

Certified questions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .••••••••.•......•....••.••.......•.•.•.•••••.••.•..••. 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari ............................................... .. 
Writs rec;ue!lting original jurisdiction ............... ' .... .. 

Total ................................... ", .................. . 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions ....................................................... . 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

-0 

121 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

1979 

Filedd 

152 
38 

190 

-- 7 

4 
0 
4 

1 
12 

0 
6 
6 -ra 

208 

531 
4421 

495 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion ••••••••••••• 

Time interval data (average days) 

From filing entry of judgment to notice 

Disposition of cases 

By opinion: 
Affirmed .................. .. 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Modified .................. .. 
Dismissed .................. . 
Affirmed in part, reversed 
in part, modified in, part .. 

Reversed and remanded ••••••• 
Writ denied •••••••••••••••• w 
Certified questions answered. 
Discipline imposed •••••••••• 

115 
12 
l! 
3 

o 
28 
6 
1 
4 

of appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
From notice of appeal to decision ••••••••••••••• 

From notice of appeal to complete record •••••• 
FrOm complete record to appellant's briefs •••• 
From appellant's briefs to appellee's briefs •• 
From at issue (case ready for calendaring) 
to hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

From hearin~ to decision ...................... .. 

J 

,I
f',tij'!l Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
, N/A· This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

178 701 
45 181 --m- --sill 

7 0 

4 0 
0 0 
4 0 

1 0, 
12 0 

0 0 
6 0 
6 0 

--u3 -0 

241 881 

53 N/A 
~ ~ 

495 N/A 

lli1l Crl.Ina1 

49 
244h 

10 
191h 

48 40 
45 35 
32 28 

42 30 
77 58 

I 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

l~,' A filing In North Dakota is not reported (for statistical purposes) until the case has been argued before the court; therefore, figures 
h reported are lower than actual court workload. 

!' hFi gure was computed: J Time Interval from notice of appeal to decision data were calculated by addiny the five categories included In the chart. 
¥ lSpecial source or revision in data: 

"

,,\l Fi gures footnoted were provi ded by the clerk of court duri ng data verffl cation. 
, mlnformation on disposition type or trial data. 

Supreme Court opi ni ons I n North Dakota are regarded as I ssued when the opl nl on is si gned and fi 1 ed with the cl erk. 
In addition to the 171 majority opinions, there were 23 speCial concurring or dissenting opinions. 

i,' Source: Unpu~lished data supplied by the clerk of the court and North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, 1979, 1980 (Bismarck, North j Dakota). Statistics are from the unpUblished data and the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
7 districts. 24 judges 

January 1. 197.!J to Decetlber 31. 1979 

pending 
Child: 

Tort: 
Other tort: 

Damages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Collection action •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Real estate matter ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Do.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 

Support/cust~: 
Support proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
Other do.estic relatiDns: 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Trusts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: _ 

Appeal of adainistrative agency case: 
Appeal administrative hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appeal other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ......................................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

N/A 
X 

N/A 

X 

X 
X 

Filed 

720 

3,B51 

702 

2,513 

1,865 
434 

58 
4,870 

38 

82 

77 
159 

56 Special remedy ............................................. .. 
Other c1 vil .................................................. .. 

X 
X --ill!' 

Total civil 

Cri.inal d: 
Felon~': 

Felony A .................................................... . 
Felt>i:'V B .................... ;: .............................. " 
Felony,.C ................................................... .. 

Total .i ...................................................... . 
Mfsdl!liieanor: 

Misdemeanor A .............................................. .. 
l'Ii sdemeanor B ................................ ; ............. .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Appeal ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Special remecjy .............................................. . 
Other criminalJ ............................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Juvenile traffic offenses 

Tota 1 tra ffi c 

Juveniled: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Del inquency ••.••••••••••••••••..•••• II •• II' •••••••••••••••••• 
Status offense: 

Unruly .................... ••.•••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••• 
IIon-offense: ., 

Deprivation ................................................. . 

Tota 1 juvenil e 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4.,' •••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••• 

Xi 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

-.!Y.h. 
N/A 

N/A 

NJA 

_N/A 

IliA 

5,80Bfhi 
~.\ 

Trial d Cri.inal dispositions 

11,070 

27 
142 
710 
879 

18 
22 
40, 
47 

8 
47 

1,021 

500 

(;00 

3,032 

2.382 

.~ 

5,810 

18,401 

JU~l Noniury Total 
Civil ................. 3 71 "'"J!i3t 

Guilty plea ............................... 580 

Cri.inal .............. 52 127 199 
Total..... ............. 98 434 532 

Jury trial: 
Conviction.. .................. ........ 39 
Acquittal ............................. 13 

Non-jury trial: , 
Conviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 123 
Acqui ttal ..•••.••••.•••..•••••• ,...... 4 

Dismissal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 151 
Postc~nviction remedy................... 0 
Change of venue ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 
other .•.. " ••••.. t' • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 76 

Disposed End 
pending 

627 X 

3,582 )( 

513 X 

2,420 X 

1,610 l{ 

449 ", X 

sal N/A 
4,537 X 

14 N/A 

60 X 

74 X 
134 X 

76 X 
544 __ X 

16:027 Xi 

23 X 
167 X 
681 X 
871 X 

16 X 
21 X 
37 X 
49 X 

6 )( 
X 

~,---1!. 
1,004 X 

5001 ,-1!/A 
500 N/A 

X N/A 

X" N/A 

---.! -, N/A 

6,7561 N/A 

18,287 5,868i 

)) 

Age of pending caseload 
Cases 

Cfvil n over 18 months •••••••••••••• T;U3Z 
Crh,inaland traffic over 120 days. 150 

\. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CS1M project. 
X ,. The data for thi s case type are known to be i ncl uded in the total but were not ava; 1 able by category. 

" 

dCase defi ni ti on or unit of coullt: 
A civil case is counted at \'.he filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number aSSigned to the information or indictment. 
The juvenf'le case unit OT count is the number of referrals. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted when contested. 

fBeginning pending figllre for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figure is as calcuiated from data given in the annual report and supplied by the administrative office of the court. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending data were computed from filing and dispositions given in the annual report and end pending nata supplied by the admin,· 

istrative office of the court during data verification. 
iOata are not complete: 

Pending figures for total civil cases do not include other do.estic relations or estate cases data. 
. Grand total pending figures do not include other do.estic relations estate. juvenile traffic offenses, or juvenile data. 
JExplanation of data included In the category: 
. Figures given for other cri.inal cases also include criminal infractions. 

kAdditional information: 
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Included under other civil are 172 foreign judgment cases filed and 173 disposed. 
Of the 6,814 juvi:nile. juvenile traffic, and termination of Parental rights cases disposed, 1,.066 Wf~re disposed formally, 3,377 informally, 

and 2,371 were disposed by counselling or adjustment. Included in cases reported under the juv~ile heading on the profile are civil 
termination of parental rights and juvenile traffic violations. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
These figures ware provided by the administrative office of the ,court during data verification. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending data: 
Trust casas pending are not included in the civil age of pending cases data. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report. 1979 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are fr"Om the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. and additional information was supplied by the administrative office of the court during data 
v.;!rification. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED JURISJICTIOH 
Court of lilrtted jurisdiction 

17 counties, 17 judges 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sllall claillS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardi anshi plconservatorshi p/trusteeshi p: ' 
Guard; anshi,)/conservatorshi p •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health: 

Mental health hearings held •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Emergency commitment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ........................ " .............................................. . 
Cri.inald: 

"isd_anor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preli.inary hearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................................. 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
Noncriminal traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Grand total 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;0 ..................... .. 

Begln01 ng 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

-1YA 
5,965il 

X 

__ X 

1,7281 

-.JY.A 
N/A 

7,693il 

Traffic dispositions 

Convictions •••••••••••••••• 
Acquittals ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••••• 

Filed 

2,334 
5,108 

1,784 

266 
2,050 

N/A 
N/A 

--1Y.A 
9,492i 

11,273 

1,174 

12,447 

--1Y.A 
II/A 

21,939i 

Other traffic violation 
57,123 

542 
10 

Disposed bnd 
pending 

2,307 X 
5,042 X 

i,415 X 

151 X 
1,566 X 

600i N/A 
2501 N/A 

_850i ~ 
9,765i 6,54211 

10,016 X 

1,053 X 

11,069 3,1061 

57,675 -.JY.A 
57,675 N/A 

78,509i 9,64811 

---------"--------~.~--------------------------------------------~,-----------
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case typ.e is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or' unit of count: 
A cfvil case is counted with the ffling of a petition Or' complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, indictment, or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 
Total civil filed and pending figures do not include mental health cases. La MoUre, Ramsey, and Ransom Countie, did not report mental 

health cases disposed. Mental health data from these court locations therefore are not included in the grand total disposition figure, also. 

1 Grand total f11ed and pending figures do not include mental health or traffic cases. 
Special source or revision in data: 

Pp.nding data were taken from the 1980 edition of the annual report. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, 1979, 1980 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual reports except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

------------- ----

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

NORTH DAKOTA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of li.tted jurisdiction 
179 .unicipalities, 167 judges 

JanuA~ I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Qeglnnlng 
pending 

Criminal traffic ........................................... .. N/A 
N/A 

--.!!& 
Noncriminal traffic ........................................ .. 

Total .......................................................... . 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 

Grand total...................................................... II/A 

Traffic dispositions 

Filed 

II/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Other traffic viol.tion 
Non-jury trial: rrrmrn~ncriminal .Total 

Convictions •••••••••••••• 3,583 40,259 4~ 
Acquittals ••••••••••••••• 387 1,489 1,876 

Dismissals ••••••••••••••••• 37 139 176 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
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D1spo~ed 
End 

pending 

4,007 iVA 
41,BB7 N/A 
45,894 ~:.Ji!A 
45,894 N/A 

45,894 II/A 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report. 1979 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

--, 
NORTH DAKOTA COUtITY PROBATE COURT 

COMrt of li.ited jurisdiction 
36 counties. 36 judges 

January I, 1979 to Decewber 31. 1979 

Child: 
Estate: 

Prob.te/wi1 ls/intestate: 
Probate ...................................................................................................... .. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................................................................................ .. 

Total civil .••.•••••••.••••••.••....••..••.••••••••.••••••••••••• 

Grand total •• ,~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 •••••••••••••••••••• 

BegInnIng 
pending 

X 

X 
3,4951 

3,4951 

3,4951 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
II/A. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a pe~ltion or complaint. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Pending data were taken from the 1980 edition of the annual report. 

Filed Disposed 

1,435 1,186 

157 98 
1,592 1,284 

1,592 1,284 

1,592 1,284 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, 1979, 1980 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

€Od 
pending 

x 

X 
3,8031 

3,8031 

3,8031 

t
' . , . . , 
, 
i 



384 NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY JUSTICE COURT 
Court of 11.ited jurisdiction 

36 counties. 36 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Oece.ber 31. 1979 

Child: 
law: 

Chil 
s.all claim .................................................. . 
Mental health: 

Mental health hearings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Emergency commitments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Cri.inald: 
Misde.eanor ................................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ....................................... ;' ............. " .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

NQncriminal traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Grand tota I ...................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

_N/A 

54il 

X 

X 

1,0581 

-1ill. 
N/A 

1,11211 

Traffic dispositions 

Filed 

2 
l,099 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

1,1011 

3,101 

-ill. 
3,312 

~ 

N/A 

4,413i 

Other traffic violation 
Convictions •••••••••••• 22,565 
Acquittals ••••••••••••• 300 
Di smissa1s ............. 24 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavaiiable. 

dCase del'i nition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, indictment, or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 
Total civil filed and pending figures do not include mental health cases. 

1 
Grand total filed and pending figures do not include traffic or mental health cases. 

Special source ,or revision in the data: 
Pending date were taken from the 1980 edition of the annual report. 

Disposed end 
pending 

7 X 
1,061 X 

26 N/A 
16 N/A 
42 ~ 

1,110 8711 

3,077 X 

200 X 

3,277 l,Onl 

22,889 ~ 

22,889 N/A 

27,276 l,180i I 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, 1979, 1980 (Bismarck, North Oakota). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over all 

lower courts. 
- Constitutional questions and questions 

of great general or public interest. 
- Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals 

and Public Utilities Commission. 

, 

COURT OF APPEALS (11) 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate review of judgment 

of lower courts. 
t\:. Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals. 

t 
COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (88) 
321 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. Exclusive 

domestic relations and probate 
jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive felony and most serious 
criminal jurisdiction. 

- I:xclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appeals from most administrative 

agencies. 

Jury trials. 

, , 

MUNICIPAL COURT (110) 
187 judges 
JurisdictioJ): 

COUNTY COURT (59) 
59 judges 

- Civil actions under $10,000; ex
clusive forcible entry and detainer, 
and small claims. 

Jurisdicti.:>n: 
'- Civil actions under $500, exclusive 

forcible entry an~ detainer, and 
small claims. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal 
ordinance, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
lludge sits on temporary ~s,sillnm~nt 
Jurisdiction: . 'f 
- Exclusive jurisdiction In civil actions 

against the state and over claims 
removed from other courts to 
Court of Claims. 

Jury trial except in claim against state. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

-Misdemeanor, traffic, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

MAYOR'S COURT (690) 
690 ludges (mayors) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minor criminal cases, mainly traffic 

violations. 

No jury tri.,ls. 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
Iimitetl 

jurisdiction 

... ". 
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386 OHIO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

" Beg1 nn1 ng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Pursuant to allowance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Originating in Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conflict ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Capital punishment •••••••• "' ................................ . 
Appeal of a~inistrative agency case: 

Tax ....................................................... . 
P.U.C.O •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ori9inal jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• r •••••••••••••••• 
Other original actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Power siting committee ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Motion for leave to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion to certify ........................................ · •• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases .................................................... . 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

frT7\ 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

frT7\ 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Filed End Disposed pending 

(146)e 73 N/A 
69 62 N/A 
14 19 N/A 
0 0 N/A 

36 30 N/A 
24 24 N/A 
60 54 N/A 

143 (146)e 208 rrrti 

25 34 N/A 
139 142 N/A 

1 1 N/A 
165 177 N/A 

28 23 N/A 
193 200 N/A 

582 537 ( 34)e N/A 
803 683 (112)e N/A 

1.385 1,220 !146je N/A 
1,57!! 1,420 146 e NTA 

1,721 (146)e 1.628 (146)e N/A 

Motions to certify and mot'ions for leave to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing 
is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted motions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1979 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO COURT OF ~PPEAlS 
lnten.edilte appellate court 

11 districts, 44 judges 
Jlnuary I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 

Cases: 
Appells: 

Civil •••••...••.....••.•••.••••.•••..••••.•.•.••.•••.••.•••• 
Crillinal ................................................... . 

Total appeals .............................................. .. 

Other case:;: 
Original proceedings: 

Miscel1aneousj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •• ••• • • •• •• • •••• • •••••• ••• •••• • •••••••• '1~' •••••••••• 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

2,776 
1,800 
4,"570 

213 
ZI'! 

4,789 

Manner of disposition 

1979 

Full opinion •••••••••••••• 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ••••••••••••••••• 

Civil ISpeils 
2,31 

Cri.inll a~pellls 
1.45 -

699 
1,443 

Bo1dface:jleadings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

gChange 1n pending does not equal the difference between fi11ngs and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data irlcluded in the category: 

654 
667 

Filed 

4,423 
2.881 
"T;1Q.f 

690 
b9n' 

7,994 
'c 

H1sce11aneousj 
245 
173 
230 

;;~ ..-

D(sposed 

4,452 
2.776 
T,m 

648 ---rn-

7,876 

Total 
4,lmi 
1,526 
2,340 

End 
pending 

2,7549 
1.899~ um 

2569 
~g 

4,9099 

~1,cel1aneous cases include habeas corpus, orig1na1 acttons, appeals of adlltnistrative agency cases, and appeals from the Court of Claims. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Dtrector, Ohio Courts Summary 1979 (Columbus, Ohio). Statisttcs are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

'1 
'I 

1. 

;\ 
j 
3 
! 
I 
j 
1 
1 

I 

Ii 
j 

I 
i 
I 

,I 

\

'1 
j 
·1 
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OHIO COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

88 counties, 321 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury .......................................... .. 
Wrongful death ........................................... .. 

Total .......................... , .. •• .... ••• ...... •• .. • .. •• .... • 
Domestic relations: 

.Adoption .................................................... . 
Other doJIestic relations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Bf rth records ............................................ .. 

Total ............................... •••• .. • .. •• .. • .. • .. •• .. • 
Total .......................... •• .... • .......... • .. •••••• .... • 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedents' estates ....................................... .. 
Probate civil actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Minor's settlement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................... •••• .. • .. ••• .. •• .. • .. • .. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and testamentary trusts ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ............................... • .. •• ...... • .. •• .. • .... ••• 

Mental health: 
Mental illness and retardation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
Appeal of ad.inistrative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation .................................... . 
Appropriations ........................................... .. 

Total .......................... • .. •• .. •• .... ••••• .. •• .. •• .. • 
Other cf vi 1 : 

Name change ................................................. . 
All other civil ............................................. . 

Total ......................... ••• .. ••• .. • ...... •••••••• .. ••• .. 

Total civil , ................................................... . 

Crilllinal d: 
Felony: 

Criminal .......................... • ... •• .. • ...... • .. •• .. •• .. • 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Juvenile: 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

24,213f 
N/A 

24,213fi 

N/A 

26,968f 
N/" 

26.96!! 
26,969 

44,446f 
3,502 

N/A 
47,948i 

22,585f 
70,533fi 

N/A 

2,075f 
479f 

2.554f 

N/A 
32,164f 

32.164fi 

156,432fi 

7.576f 

7,576f 

Filed 

20,762 
650 

21,412 

6,766 

88,258 
2,752 

91,010 
97,776 

61,l~0 
5,069 
1,507 

67,706 

8,925 
76,631 

8,609 

2,154 
609 

2,763 

3,245 
46,225 
49,470 

256,661 

33.544 

33,544 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 24,152f 209,985 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 188,160fi 500,190 

Trial d 

Chilli: 
Personal fnjury ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wrongful death •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations •••••••••••••••••••••• 
A,pea1: 

Appeal of adllinistrative agency case 
All other civil •••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 

Total .••••••. " ..•••.•..•...•..•.•.•.. 1,1" 

Crilllinal: 
Felony •••.••.•••.••..•••.•.•...••.•••..• 

Juvenile ................................. fl· 

Grand Tota 1 ........................... " ................... .. 

Jury 

932 

198 
536 

1,666 

2,132 

3,798 

Non-jury 

2,186 

11,993 

224 
8,673 

23,076 

Total 

3.118 
,800 

11,993 

422 
9,209 

24.742 

1,808 3,940 
13,496k 13,496 
38.380 42,178 

Ageef pending cases 

Di smi ssa1 without prejudi ce .. 
Dismissal with prejudice ••••• 
Default ................... .. 
Transfer ..••..•....•.•••.•••• 
Uncontest~d •••••••••••••••••• 
Pretr1 al II •• , ••• , •••• II •••• II 

Disposed 

22,041 
800 

22,841 

6,919 

88,413 
2,746 

91,159 
98,078 

61,940 
5,772 
1,549 

69,261 

7,566 
76,827 

8,436 

1,813 
572 

2,385 

3,233 
45,747 
48.980 

257,547 

33,709 

33,7::9 

208,313 

499.569 

387 

End 
pending 

22,934 
N/A . 

22,~ 934g1 

, 
N/A 

26,813 
N/A . 

26,813g1 
26,8139i 

43,0629 
2,5469 

N/A . 
45,60891 

23,4139 
69,0219i 

N/A 

2,416 
516 

2,932 

N/A 
32.642 . 
32.64291 

154,3429i 

---Lillg 

7,4119 

25,824 

187,577i 

Civil dispositionsm , 
Personal 
tnjury 

2,252 
11,118 

884 
1,550 

3,119 

Domestic Agency All other 
relations ~ civil 

22.817 

53,603, 

382 
943 
118 
94 

426 

8,490 
12,068 
10,428 
2,521 

3,031 

Crilltnll dispositions 

Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months Guilty plea. " I •• II. II ••••••••••••• , ...... 20.251 
Dismissed with prejudice 566 

Persona 1 injury N/A N/A 2,131 ................. ............. 
By unavailability 1,654 Workmen's compensation Il/A 641 N/A .............................................. ...... 1,368 Appropriations •••••••••••••• 273 IliA N/A Transfer ............................................................ 

Oth~r civil ••••••••••••••••• N/A 9,128 N/A Nolle prosse ............................. 3.872 

Crtlltna1 252 N/A N/A Pretrial .................................. 2,058 .................... 
(continued on next page) 
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388 Ohio Court of Common Pleas (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- s Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civ;l case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defelidants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1979 court year do not equal the end pending figures for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange"in pending does not equal the differ~nce between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

iData are not complete: 
Pending data were not reported for all civil categories. Only those reported are included in the total. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the juvenile court trials reported, 97,015 hearings before a judge and 208,227 hearings before a referee were held 

in juvenile cases. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial and disposition information includes only personal injury, appeal of a~inistratfve agency case, and other civil cases. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1979 (Columbus, Ohio)." Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

); 
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J/ 

I 

OHIO COUNTY COURT 
Court of lilllited"jurisdictfon 

59 courts. 59 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending " Di siiosed 

Child: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury and property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sllan claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Forcible entry and detainer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vl1 ................................................... . 

Total civil ........................................... a,_ ..................... . 

Crilllinald:" 
MisdeEanor': .................................................. . 
Prel1minary hearing: 

Felony .................................................... 00. 

Total criminal .................................................................................. ~ ............ .. 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUl: 

Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total ........................................ ~ ........... .. 

59f 347 
1,097f 5,271 
l,466f 12,327 

373f 2,741 
505f 2,691 

3,500f 23,377 

2,154f 23,108 

~f 3,878 

2,492f 26,986 

1,066f 10,600 

4,053 f 136,891 

S,1l9f 147,491 

ll,l11f 197,854 

Trial d 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Civil II: 

Tort ....................... 0 
Contract .................................... 5 
Real property rights ...... 1 
Other civil ............................. 3 

Total ............................................ 9 
Crilllinal: 

'UsdeEanor ............... 113 
Traffic: 

OWI/OUI ................... 125 
Other traffic violation ... 51 

Total ...................... 176 
Grand total ................. 298 

Civil dispositions 

Pretrial ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal for want of prosecutio~ •••••••••••••• 
Other dismissals ............................... . 
Transfer to other judge •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by judge ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by referee ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tort 
-y-

15 
63 
1 

119 
o 

Contract 
7 

201 
695 

8 
3,624 

10 

48 
149 
585 
538 

1,320 

1,968 

1379 
2,020 
2,899 
6,187 

48 
154 
586 
541 

1,329 

2,081 

1,004 
2,071 
3,075 
6,485 

761 
3,003 

159 
8,373 

61 

Real 
property 
rights 

3 
139 
834 

2 
1,208 

o 

248 
4,699 

12,357 

2,772 
2,594 

22,670 

22,775 

3,927 

26,702 

10,387 

136,251 

146,638 

196,OlO 

Other 
civil 
-zt 

67 
558 

3 
1,396 

2 

Criminal dispositions Traffic dispositions 

Misdetlleancrr 
Pl~a •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9,003 
pretrial.......................... 373 
Dismissal for want of prosecution .. 1,302 
Other dismissals •••••••••••••••••• 3,852 
r,"ans'f.er ••••.••••.•••• flO ••••••• 1'1'" 192 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••• 3,444 
Preliminary hearing--bound over ••• 
lIalver of preliminary hearing, 

bound over •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unavall~bllity of accus~d ••••••••• 2,528 

Prelil1linary 
hearing 

168 
667 

2,089 

732 
271 

Total 
9,003 

373 
1,470 
4,519 

192 
3,444 
2,089 

732 
2,799 

Plea •. ' ..• ,.,. ••••••.• , .•...••••••.••• 
Pretriai ........................ .. 
~ismissal for want of prosecution •• 
Other dismissals •••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••• 
Unavailability of accused ••••••••• 

OWI/OUI 
--r;TSi 

679 
III 
431 

41 

334 

Total 
--"39 

1,183 
5,153 

173 
14,720 

73 

Other 
ti"affic 

violations 
47. 770 

341 
807 

1,596 
77 

68,870 
14,719 

389 

Eiid 
pending 

158 
1,669 
1,~36 

342 
602 

4,207 

2,487 

~ 

2,776 

1,279 

4,693 

5,972 

12,955 

Total 
~7 

1,020 
918 

2,027 
118 

68,870 
15,053 

/' (continued on ~ext page) 
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390 Ohio County Court (continued) 

Age of pending caseload. 

Over 1 month 

Civil : 
""Tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Contr.cts .................... • .. .. • • • .. • • .. • • • • • • • • .. • • • .. N/ A 
SINn claim .............................................. N/A 
Real property rights ............................... "...... N/A 
Other civil .................................. '" .......... N/A 

Cri.inal: 
"isd_anor ............................................... N/A 
Preliminary hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 87 

Traffic: 
DWI/1lU1 ......................................... "......... N/A 
Other traffic violations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Over 6 months 

N/A 
N/A 
83 

N/A 
N/A 

209 
(n) 

56 
449 

Over 12 months 

N/A 
155 
(n) 

5 
12 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

Over 24 months 

4 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

Bol~face headings indicate the classifications used by the CS~M project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase deffl\ition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of cn,unt is the number of defendants on the 

information ar indict~ent. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury i$ sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when thr.> first ltitness is sworn. 

Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included 
as non-jury trials. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 COUI't year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include both reactivated cases and original filings. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 8,373 hearings by judge in SEll 

claims cases. 
nTime interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Contracts, forcibl.:! ent .. y and detainel', and other civil cases 
pending over 24 months are included with those pending over 
12 months. . 

Small claims, Misdemelnor, and traffic cases pending over 12 
months, and over 24 nonths are included with those pending over 
6 months. 

Preliminary hearing cases pending over 6 months, over 12 months, 
and over 24 months are included with those pending over 1 month. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1979 (Columbus, Chio). Statisti'cs are from the ii\nnual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO COURT OF CLAIMSa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 jlldQl!! sits on tl!lllporary assignment 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appea~ ~~ adm~nistrative agency case: 
Adm1n1stratlve ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Judicial ................................................. .. 
Victims of crimes ......................................... . 

Tota1 ...................................................... . 

Total civil 

Grand tota I .................................................... .. 

Trial d 

Civil •••••••••••••••••• 
JUDY Non-jury Total 

48 48 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

405 
232 
664 

1,301 

1,301 

1.301 

Filed 

411k 
210k 

1,330 
1,951 

1,951 

1,951 

Disposed 

525 
234 

1,155 
1,914 

1,914 

1,914 

Civil dispositions 

Settlement ..................... ', ................. '... 64 
Administrative determination •••••••••••••••••••••••• 509 
Termination without trial ............................ 138 

Boldface headings indicate the classi1ications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

End 
pending 

291 
208 
969 

1,468 

1,468 

1,468 

All cases where the amount of the claim exceeds $1,000 must be 
determined by a judge. Where the amount of the claim is between 
$100.01 and $999.99, the claim is determined by a judge unless a 
waiver is filed. All claims from $0.00 to $100.00 and all 
claims between $100.01 and $Q~9.99 where the right to trial has 
been waived are administratively determined by the clerk or 
deputy clerk of the Court of Claims. 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first Witness is sworn. 
kAddition information: 

Filings include reinstated cases. 

Source: Office of ~he Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1979 (C,lumbus, Ohio). Statistjcs are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO MUMICIPAl COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

, no courts, 187 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Personal injury and property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ..................................................... .. 
Small elaiE .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Forcible entry and detainer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil .................................................. .. 

Total civil 

CriIl!1"ild : 
"i sdellle~nor ." ................................................. . 
Preli_inary hearing: 

Felony ..................................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
DWl/DUI: 

Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic .................................................... .. 

Total traffic 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg' nn,ng 
pending 

9,833f 
59.429f 
14,235f 

14,536f 
7.461f 

105,494f 

24,612f 

4.273 f 

28,88Sf 

9,767f 

59.361f 

69,128f 

203,507f 

Trial d 

19,252 
185,475 
78,280 

54,659 
18,912 

356,578 

264,704 

44,126 

308,830 

58,236 

1,166,055 

1,224,291 

1,889,699 

Disposed 

18,267 
179,206 
75,959 

52,753 
18,563 

344,748 

254,634 

42,721 

297,355 

54,884 

1,169,070 

1,223,954 

1,866,057 

Jury Non-jury Total Jury Non-jury rotal 
Chll-: Criminal: 
Tort ....................... 111 1,369 1,480 Hisd_anor . ............... 944 12,743 13,687 
Contract ................... 132 4,874 5,006 Traffic: 
Real property ri gilts ....... 25 1,206 1,231 IlIl/DUl . . ~ .... , ............ 532 3,840 4,372 
Other civil ................ 46 1,509 1.555 Other traffic violation '.' . 220 15,793 16.013 

Total ......................... 314 8,958 9,212 Total • •••••••••••• <II ............ 752 19,633 20,385 
Grand total ................... 2,010 41,334 43,344 

Civil dispositions 
Real 

Pretrial ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort 

1,TIS" 
1,139 
5,319 

326 
6,381 
2,437 

Dismissal for want of prosecution •••••••••••••• 
Other di smi ssa Is ............................. .. 
Transfer to other judge •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by judge ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by referee ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal dispositions 

Plea ............................. . 
Pretrial ......................... . 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •• 
Other dismissals ................ .. 
Transfer ......................... . 
Violations 8ureau ••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing--bound over ••• 
Waiver of preliminary hearing, 

Mfsde.eanor 
126,954 

8.485 
6,191 

36,487 
1,104 

26,224 

bound over •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unavailability of accused ••••••••• 35,502 

Prelillinary 
hearing 

1,836 
11,315 

15,076 

11,717 
2,777 

Total 
12b,9S4 

8,485 
8,027 

47,802 
1,104 

26,224 
15,076 

11,717 
38,279 

Contract 
4,739 
8,866 

34,367 
977 

97,617 
27,634 

s.an ic 
clai_s 

4,584 
18,350 

933 
18,460 
33,632 

property 
rights 

548 
7,346 

11,836 
156 

18,218 
13,418 

other 
civil 

----m-
721 

4,489 
167 

9,815 
1,244 

Tr.ffic dispositions 

Plea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pretrial ........................ .. 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •• 
Other dismissals •••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer ......................... . 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••• 
Unavailability of accused ••••••••• 

DWI/IlUI 
38,ijg 

2,532 
625 

3,247 
320 

4,923 

A~ of pending caseload 

Total 
I;l)44 

22,656 
74,361 
2,559 

150,491 
78,365 

Other 
traffic: 

violations 
387,269 

4,557 
3,471 

43,901 
520 

567,413 
145,926 

Over l'month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 
Civil : 

Tort .................................................... . 
Contract ..•................•.•..........•...•..•...•..•.. 
S-.11 claims ............................................ . 
Real property rights ................................... .. 
Other ci vil ............................................. . 

Criminal: 
"i sd_anor ..... 1 ....................................... . 
Preliminary hearing ..................................... . 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI ................................................. . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
~/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
373 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

1,292 
N/A 
NiA 

6'';> 
(ri)' 

19~.\ 

1,0811 

II/A 
3,168 

(n) 
452 
491 

!~l 
(n) 
(n) 

228 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

391 

End 
pending 

10,818 
65,698 
J6,556 

16,442 
7,810 

117,324 

34,682 

5.678 

40,360 

13,119 

56,346 

69,465 

227,149 

Total 
426,134 

7,089 
4,096 

47,148 
840 

567,413 
150,849 

(continued on next page) 
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392 Ohi 0 Mun i ci pa 1 Court (conti .lUed) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included as non-jury 

trials. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
. Fi gures are as gi ven in the annlla 1 report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include both reactivated cases and original filings. 
kAdditional information: 

In addition to the s.all claims dispositions reported on the chart, 933 small claims cases transferred were sent to the regular civil 
docket. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Figures footnoted were supplied by the office of the state court administrator during data verification. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 18,460 hearings by judge in s.all clai.s cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Contract, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending over 12 months. 
Small claims, misdemeanor, and traffic cases pending over 12 months and over 24 months are included with those pending over 6 n~nths. 
Preliminary hearing cases pending over 6 months, over 12 months, and over 24 months are included with ~hose pending over 1 month. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1979 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the state court administrative office during data 
veri fi cat ion. 

OHIO MAYORS' COURT 
Court of lim)ted jurisdiction 

690 courts, 690 judges (mayors) 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayors' Court for 1979. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all civil 

cases. 

COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

criminal cases. 

h<r---..a....+-
Il 

r---------------~~ 
COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disposes of appeals assigned to it by 

the Supreme Court. 

t 
COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- He~rs all protests against allegedly 

illegal levies. 

WORKERS' 
COMPENSA TION 
COURT* 

7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

t 

Civil 

DISTRICT COURT (25) 
69 dIstrict, 77 associate district, 
and 47 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Criminal 

- Unlimited original jurisdiction over 
'all justiciable mailers. 

- Civil actions, probate, domestic 
relations. 

- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF BANK REVIEW MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL 
COURT OF RECORD (2) 3 district judges serve 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from final orders by Banking 

Department Commission or by 
Banking Board. 

2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Jury trials if possible fine greate" 
than $50. 

MUNICIPAL COURT NOT 
OF RECORD (167) 
Jurisdiction; 

- Compensation dalms In industrial 
accident cases. 

- City urdinance violations with fine 
less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Jury trials if possible fine greater 
than $35 or Imprisonment. - ___ ..J 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

• I 
Indicates assignment of cases. 

I 

] 

Courts 
oflast 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

393 
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OKLAHOMA SUPREHE COURTa 

Court of last resort 
9 justices 

January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals; 

CivilJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appell: 

Civil: 
Certiorari .t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other casesJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total casesj ................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Special matters •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceadings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

X 
---y 

X 

~ 

l,620fi 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Disposed [nd 
pendinL Filed 

540 X 
540 ---x 

741 
!71r 741 71 e 

246 209 X 

132 
!71r 4 341 lIe 

1B9 
435 

1,176 (71)e 881 (71)e l,90~i 

B2 B1kl NlA 

246 209 ~ 

32B 290 N/A 

Hanner of disposition 

Opinions rendered •••••••••••••• 277 
Orders, dismissals. etc •••••••• 27B 

Disposition of requests for certiorari 

Writ granted •••••••••••••• ,........... 71 
Writ denied ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 132 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Cases at issue but not assigned ••••••• 174 
Cases on assignment ••••••••••••••••••• 279 

Boldface headings indicate the classific~tions used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil cases. 

eCases not included in the total to avo~d double counting: 
Petitions for certiorari that hive been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the 

resulting appell. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 197B court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

The imbalance is caused by certiorari data not being inclUded in the pending figures. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
iData are not complete: 

Total other cases and total cases pending figuras do not include certiorari cases pending. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

All civil ljlpells are originally filed in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court then assigns some of these cases to the Court of Appeals for 
disposition. Therefore. cases assigned, disposed, and pending in the Court of Appeals have Jeen deducted from the Supreme Court's appells 
ciltegory and utilized as caseload figures for the Court of Appeals. There were 4B2 case~ t;'ansferred to the Court (If Appeals in 1979. 

kAdditional information: 
Rehearing requests were denied in B1 of the cases. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
The number of rehearing requests disposed was provided by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Director of the r~urts, Report on the Judiciary 1979 (Oklahoma City. Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessdry. and additional information was supplied by the Administrative Office of the 
Courts during data verification. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALsa 
Court of last resort 

3 judges 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Cri.inal .................................................... . 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconvi ct ion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ori9inal jurfsdictfon: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

Reserved question of law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sentence review only: 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

X 

X 
X 

---x 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

Flied 

X 

X (23)e 
X 

294:1 (23}e 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
331 

121 

(j l. 
1211 

Review of suspended sentence ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ X 
-~ 

Total other cases .................................................................. X 

Total cases ..................... " .............................. . 382 

Disposition of cases 

OPil~lnm Affirm~d ••••••••••••••••• 
Affirming denial......... 0 
Modified and affirmed •••• 14 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••• 54 
Di smi ssed •••••••••••••••• 25 
Granted •••••••••••••••••• 0 
Denied ••••••••••••• •••••• 0 
Total ••••• ,.............. 2B4 

Orderm 
-0-

Bl 
o 

13 
57 

120 
165 
436 

452' 

746 (23)e 

Total 
19T 

B1 
14 
67 
B2 

120 
165 
720 

Boldface headings indicate the classificati~ns used by the CSIM project. 
X c The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jur"sdiction: 

395 

Di sposed EnF 
pending 

X X 

)( X 
X X 

284J ---x 

)( X 
X X 
I. X 
X X 

X X 
294 X 

X (23)e X 

(j) X 
X X 

-.Jll'_. __ X 

436i X 

720 (23)e 4BO 

The Court of Criminal Appeals has exclusive appellate jurisdiction in cri_inll cases. It is the court of last resort for cri.inal cases. eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Postconvlction cases granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a new filing is not counted for the 

associated appeal. These granted cases are the number~ appearing in parentheses. 
iData are not complete: 

Total requests to appeal do not include criminal cases. 
. Total other cases do not include cri.inal requests to Ippeal or sentence review only ~ases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Total appeals filed and disposed include cri~inal requests to Ippeal and sentence review only cases. 
mInformation on dispOSition type or trial data: 

All appeals are disposed by opinion; all original proceedin9s are disposed by order. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1979 (Oklahoma City. Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT OF APPEALSa 

Intenlediate appellate court 
2 divisions. 6 judges 

Ja~uary 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31. 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civila ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea Is ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal: 

Chil : 
Certi orari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 
N/A 

rm-
Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 116hi 

Hanner of disposition 

Opinions rendered •••••••••• 435 
Certiorari granted ••••••••• 132 
Certiorari denied •••••••••• 71 
Certiorari dismissed ••••••• 5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Filed 

-i~-H#: 

165 
165 

647 (71)e 

Disposed 

435 
435 

572 (71)e 

End 
pending 

N/A 
NTfi 

163hi 

Cases are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to it and has no 
original jurisdiction. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for certiorari that are granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for 

the resulting appeal. Th~se granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure for 1979 was computed as the end pending figure in the 1978 annual report. 
End pending figure was computed from filings. dispositions, and beginning pending. 

iData are not complete: 
Total pending data do not include certiorari cases. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Coul'ts, Report on the Judiciary 1979 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that tot~'s have been computed where necessary. 
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OKLAHOMA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

25 districts: 69C district. 77 associate. and 48 special 
January 1. 1979 to Decewber 31. 1979 

Beglnnl"g 
~~~ ______________________________________________ ~p~e~n~di~n~g~ ____________ Fi1ed 
Child: 

Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Auto negligence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other tort .................................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Contractual ................................................. . 
Sllan claill5: 

Possession of personal property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Possession of real property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other small claims .......................................... . 

Total •••.•••••.•..••••.•••. e.e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Real property rights: 
Lien or mortgage foreclosure ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property ............................................... . 
Approval of conveyance of Indian lands ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................... ", .•••.•••••••• 
Do.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Separate maintenance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Annulment ••••••••.••• f •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Support/custody: 

Reciprocal support--incoming ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support- .. outgoing ............................. .. 

Total .................... , ................................ . 
Adoption .................. :, , ................................. . 
Other doiestic relations: 

Paternity proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic ..••.•.• "' •••....••.•..••••••.•••..•••.••••••• 

Total ••..•••.•...••••.••.•• If ••••••••••••••••••• t' •••••••••••• 
Total "t, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wIlls/intestate: 

Administration of estates and probate proper ••••••••••••••• 
Determination of death of joint or life tenant ••••••••••••• 
Other probate ......... , ................................... . 

Total ..•...•••••••••.•..••.••••.•.• ~ ...••.•••..••.•••••.•••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total . ., •..•••..•.•.•••.•.••••.••.••••••••.••.••••.•••••...•••• 

Menta 1 health . '" ................................................ . 
Appeal: 

3,953f 
3,329f 
7,282f 

20,38gf 

1.279f 
2,963f 

50,405f 
54,647f 

1,976f 
3,06Df 

88f 
S,124f 

. 
16,528f 

721 
172 

17,421f 

3,260 
1,276 
4,536 
1,518 

228f 
148 
376f 

23,851f 

12,033 
588 
9lf 

12,712f 

3,Z61 f 
15,973f 

829 

Appeal of aw.fnistratfve agency case: 
Appeals from administrative t/'ibuna1s ...................... 509f 

Extraordinary writs: 
Injunction, quo warranto, mandamus, habeas corpus •••••••••••• l,365f 

Other civ"ll ••••••••••••• "....................................... 5.284f 

Total civil ..................................................... 135,253f 

Crflni nil d: 
Felony: 

Crime against person ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crime against property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other fel any •.••••.•.•••••••••..••••••••••••••.••.•.••••••.•• 

Total •••••••••••• ~ •..••.••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••.•••••• ••• 
Hfsde.eanor: 

5,142 
12,825 
9,691 

27 ;658 

Other misdemeanor ••••••••••• o ••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• c ••••• 19.201f 
Appeal: 

Appeals from city-funded courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,16Sf 
Postconviction ~: 

Felony postconvlction appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 48,0241 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUI: 

Driving while fntoxicated .~J ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 •• ' •••• 

Other trafffc vfolatfon: 
Traffic •••.••••..••.••.•.•..•..•••..•••••••...••••••••.• " ••.• 

Total traffic ••. 11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

7,450f 

47.320f 

54,770f 

4,134 
3,6(10 
7,814 

22,969 

2,235 
8,829 

67,007 
78,071 

2,812 
4,738 

450 
8,000 

33,171 
593 
3112 

34,106 

2,734 
1,087 
3,821 
2,932 

173 
327 
SOO 

41,359 

9,161 
2,991 

165 
12,317 

1,706 
14,023 
2,708 

1,092 

1,908 
~ 

185,136 

4,820 
10,573 
7,360 

22,753 

36,608 

429 

~ 
60,309 

11,522 

182.793 

194,315 

judges 

Dfsposed 

3,365 
2,856 
6,221 

17,860 

2,220 
7,320 

64,876 
74,416 

2,491 
4,389 

472 
7,352 

30,796 
4~4 
323 

31,533 

2,585 
1,091 
3,676 
2,688 

112 
384 
496 

38,393 

7,711 
2,859 

151 
10,721 

1,427 
12,148 
2,676 

1,052 

1,124 
5,635 

166,817 

5,413 
9,636 
5,461 

20,510 

36,077 

357 

__ 422 

57,366 

11,546 

176.752 

188,298 

397 

End 
pending 

4,722 
4,153 
8,875 

15,498 

1,294 
4,472 

52,536 
58,302 

2,397 
5,409 

66 
5,872 

18,903 
900 
191 

19,994 

3,409 
1,272 
4,681 
1,762 

289 
91 

380 
26,817 

13,483 
720 
105 

14,308 

3,540 
17,848 

861 

549 

2,149 
6,841 

143,612 

4,549 
13,732 
11,590 
29,871 

19,732 

1,237 

~ 
50,840i 

7,426 

53,361 

60,787 

(continued on next page) 



398 Oklahoma Oistrict Court (continued) 

Juvenile: 
Crt.ina1-type offense: 
Juvenile delinquency ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offense: 
Children in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Iton-offense: 
Oependency and neglect ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile ............................................... .. 

Totai juvenile ........................................................................... .. 

3,840f 

l,375f 

2,280f 

_...11f 

7,567f 

Grand tota1i •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 245,614fi 

4,131 

1,123 

1,876 
193 

7,323 

447,083 

Trial or contestd 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ................ . 
Other tort ............... . 

Total .................... .. 
Contract .................. .. 
s..all claims .............. .. 
Real property rights •••••••• 
Do.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ...... 
Support/custody ••••••••••• 
Adoption ................. . 
Other da.estic I~lations •• 

Total .... · •••• H ........ • .. • 

Estate: 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 

Non-jury 

X 
X 
X 
X 

9,378 
X 

5,816 
691 
65 
21 

6,593 

204 

CriR1inal: 
Felony .............. , ...... • 

649 Hi sdetll!anor ................ . 
765 Appeal ................ •• .. .. 

1,414 
2,613 
9,378 
2,177 

Total ...................... .. 
Traffic: 

OWI/DUI .................... . 
Other traffic violation ••••• 

Total ................ •• .... .. 
5,8'') 

691 
Juvenile: 

Crimin~l-type offense ••••••• 
65 Status offense •••••••••••••• 
21 Hon-offense ................ . 

6,593 Total .............. ••• .. • .. •• 
Grand total ••••••••••• ••••••••• 

204 

3,989 

1,110 

2,060 
~-
7,316 

419,857 

Jury Non-jurx 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

Probate/wills/intestate .,. 
Guardianship/conservator
ship/trusteeship ••••••••• 60 60 Age of pending caseload 112/31/79l 

Total .................... .. 
Mental ht!a 1 th .............. . 
Appeal ..................... • 
Extraordinary writ •••••••••• 
Other' c1vil ............... .. 

Total ................. • .... •• 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

264 264 
184 184 

X 305 
X 484 
X 1,580 
X 24,992 

Civil ................... 
Cr1minal: 

Felony ................ 
Hisdetlleanor and 
appeal ............... 

Total .................. 
Traffic ................. 
Juvenile ................ 

Grand total .............. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
NfA ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

0-12 months 
81,617 

11,751 

9,581 
21,332 
26,719 
5,979 

135,647 

CJudge information: Three of the di stl'i ct judges hi ps were vacant at the begi nning of 1979; there were 66 judges actually servi ng. 
dCase, definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A trial or contest is counted if tried to completion. 

fBeginning penciing figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

12-24 months 
42,800 

7,043 

4,283 
11,326 
12,518 
1,930 

68,574 

3,982 

1,388 

2,097 
108 

7,575 

262,814i 

Total 

1,966 
4,121 

183 
6,270 

1,845 
8,602 

10,447 

2,284 
561 

1,466 
4,3il 

46,020 

Over 
24 months 

27,204 

11,108 

7,105 
18,213 
21,570 
1,671 

68,658 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
iOata are not complete: Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include pending figures for felony postconviction appeals. This category is included 

in the filing and disposition totals. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: On demurrer, abatement, or motion to dismiss, and pretrial are dispositions for a~to tort, non-auto tort, property rights, contract, 

~~inistrative, extraordinary writs, and other civil cases only. 
Dismissal, decree or approved settlement, decree or order after trial, decree or guilty plea, and by order or settlement are dispositions 

for dOlEstic relations cases only. 
Bond forfeitures are not included in the disposed figure5 of the previous page. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciarx 1979 (Oklahoma City, Ok1ahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

l , 
i 

I 

Child: 
Appeal: 

WORKERS I COMPENSATION COURTk 
Court of li.ited j~risdfct1ona 

1 court, 7 judges 
January I, 1979 to Decetli>er 31, 1979 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

Appeal of ad.inistrat1ve agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

NfA Total civil ................................................... .. 

Grand total N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Filed 

~ 

NfA 

NfA 

dC The special jurisdiction is limited to injuries to an employee arising out of his employment. 
ase definition or unit of count: 

kAddAitciaselfoirfthis court is a new claim or an ancillary proceeding to an existing claim 
ona n ormation: • 

Prior to July 1, 1978, the name of this coUrt was the State Industrial Court. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1979 (Oklahoma City Ok1 h ) 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. ' a oma • 

Appeal: 

DKLAoov. COURT OF BANK REVIEW 
Court of l1lrtted juris1ict10n 

1 court, 3 district judges serve 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Beg1nning 
pending 

Appeal of adafnistrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ---1JL 
Total civil 11 

Grand total 11 

Boldface headings indicate the c1assificat,ions uS~d by the CSIH project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispOSitions' 
Fi gures are as gi ven in the annual report. . 

Filed 

5 

5 

5 

399 

Oisposed End 
pendJ!!L 

11 ,851 ~ 

11 ,851 N/A 

11,851 NfA 

Statistics are from the annual report 

Disposed End 
pending 

9 __ 19 

9 19 

9 19 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1979 (Oklahoma City 
except that total shave bee'1 computed where necessary. ' 

Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 

OKUHOMA COURl OF TAX REVIEW 
Court of If.ited jurisdiction 

1 c~rt, 3 district judges serve 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Filed Oisposed bd 

i Child: 

"'\ ANlea1 : 

Beginning 
pending pending 

1 

1 

Appell of AdMinistrattve Agency case ••• u •••••••••••• , •••••••• 
__ 0 

Total c1 vll ...................... , .............................. . 
Grand total ................... ~ ................................. . 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A clvll case is counted With the filing of & petition or complaint. 

D 

o 

-! 
6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

__ 0 

D 

0 

Source: Administrative Dlrect,or of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1979 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals hhve been computed where necessary. 
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OKlAHOMA MUNICIPAL CRIMINAl COURT OF RECORD 

Court: of 1 flri ted juri sdi cti on 
2 courts. 2 j6dges 

January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

There were no data for cases handled in the Municipal Criminal Court of Record for 1979. 

-------------------~----------------------------

OKl..AHCl4A MUNICIPAL COURT NOT OF RECORD 
Court of lilrited jurisdiction 

167 courts 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court Not of Record 'for 1979. 

! 
j 

'; 

I 
r.! 

DISTRICT COURT(23) 

51 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $3,000/ 
small claims. 

-Misdemeanors (fine less than 
$3,000, sentence less lhan 
1 year), traffic, felony 
preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 

Six-man jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

OREGON COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court of Appeals 

decisions. 
- Direct appeals from Circuit Courts on 

certain civil cases. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

criminal, constitutionality of city 
charter or ordinance, probate, 
juvenile, guardianship, domestic 
relations from Circuit Court. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies. 

.. 

Certain 
civil 

cases. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
75 judges 
Jurisdictiom 
- General jurisdiction over civil not 

granted exclusively to another 
court. Proba teo 

TAX COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 

- General jurisdiction over criminal 
not granted exclusively to another 
court. 

- Appeals from county boards of 
equalization and Oregon Department 
of Revenue. 

- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (9) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive probate In 
6 counties. 

-Exclusive juvenile in 
7 counties. 

JUSTICE COURT (43) 
43 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $1,000, .' 
smalldaims. 

.-Misdemeanors, traffic, 
felony, preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
(177) 
177 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
municipal ordinances. Traffic. 

Jury trials. 

-

-

-

-

-

-

~--------------~--

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts cf 
limited 

jurisdiction 

401 
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OREGOfl SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1979 to Decewber 31. 1979 

Beglnmng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Tax COUI·t appea1s ......................................... . 
Court of Appeals re~iew allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Cri.inal .................................................... . 
Appeal of ~~inistrative agency case: 

AdminfStrative agency review .............................. . 
Worker's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Postconviction: 

Corrections disciplinary review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ................................................ .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Ballot title ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus .......................................... .. 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Other .................................................. .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary: 

Judicial fitness ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bar proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total, ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for review: 
Civil .................................................. .. 
Cri.inal ................................................ . 
Juvenile ................................................ . 
Postconviction reMedy: 

Postconviction and habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Corrections disciplinary review •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................. . 
Appeal of a~nistraive agency cases: 

Administrative agency review ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Worker's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................. .. 
Total ................................................... .. 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Manner of disposition 

Written opin10n ••••••••••••••••••••••• 195 
Oismis~ed or otherwise disposed 
without opinion •••••••••••••••••••••• 139 

Time interval data (average days) 

Notice of appeal to date case at issue •••••••••••••• 165 
Date case at issue to final decision •••••••••••••••• 197 
Notice of appeal to final decision •••••••••••••••••• 362 

X 
X 
X 
)( 

X 
X 
X 

X 
---r 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

109 
--X 

251 

Boldface headings i'ndicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

13 
( 47)e 

13( 47)e 
( 36)e 

( 8)e 
( g.le 
( l7)e 

13holl! 

6 
31 
63 
6 

106 

0 
56 

162 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

552 
7I4 

727(104)e 

'Di SPOSild 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X( 47)e 
X( 36)e 
X( Ole 

Xl Ole 
X( 4)e 
X( 4)e 

799( 104)e 

Disposition of appeals. 

Affi rmed ................... 84 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••• 7~ 
Modi fi ed .. .... .. ... .. .. ..... 29 
Dismissed with opinion ..... 3 
Misce11aneousm ••••••••••••• 7 

Status of pending case10adj (12/31/79) 

Not at issue ••••••••••••••••••••••• 22 
At issue ........................... 23 
Under advisement ••••••••••••••••••• 27 

X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jU"1sdiction: 
The Court of Appeals assumed jurisdiction over all civil appeals from the Circuit Court on January 1, 1978. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End ... 
pending 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

)( 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

92 -, 

1649 

Petitions for re!1·few granted are not counted as dispositions until the appeal is disposed; the filing of the resulting appeal is not 
counted. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figure-s are a given in the arlOua1 report. 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
Status of pending case10ad data are given for appeals and original jurisdiction cases only. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Disposition of appeals chart includes data only from cases decided by written opinion. 
Miscellaneous appeal dispositions include cases of mandamus, other original jurisdiction cases, and bar proceedings. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 26th Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in th& Courts of Oregon. 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed Where 
necessary. 

, 
I 

I 

! 
J 

OREGON COURT OF APPEALS 
lnter.edfate appellate court 

10 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
. Civil ...................................................... . 
Criminal: 

Criminal ................................................. . 
Traffic ................................................. .. 

Total ..................................................... . 
Juvenile ................................................... . 
Appeal of at\.inht,·ative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administrative agency review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Corrections disciplinary review .......................... .. 
Pal'ole t.oard review ...................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Postconviction re.edy: 

Postconvictions and habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ............................................... . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Manner of disposition 

Decision by opinion ............... _, .. .. 
Per curiam and n~morandum decisions •••• 
Bench decisions •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed/transferred •••••••••••••••••• 
Consolidation ........................ .. 

687 
872 
497 

1,111 
202 

Time interval data (average days) 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
Y 
X 
X 

X 
T;4'lb 

1,446 

Non-cri,.inal 

Notice of appeal to date case at issue •••••••• 
Date case at issue to final decision •••••••••• 
Notice of appeal to final decision •••••••••••• 

ap~47's 
70 

217 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

1979 

Filed Disposed 

1,091 X 

1,366 X 
109 X 

1,475 X 
67 X 

266 X 
200 X 
242 X 
67 X 

775 X 

48 X 
3,450 PO§" 

3,456 3,369 

Disposition of appeals. 

Affirmed .................. .. 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Modified .................. .. 
Dismissed on merits ••••••••• 
Miscellaneous ••••••••••••••• 

1,703 
424 
107 

6 
18 

Status of pending case10ad (12/31/79) 

Not at issue ••••••••••••••• 1,147 
At issue ••••••••••••••••••• 178 
Under advisement ••••••••••• 208 

X " The data fo'r this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

1Special source or revision in data: 
Breakdowns for time intel'va1 data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mInformat10n on disposition type or trial data: 
This analysis includes c~ses closed by consolidation. 

403 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
r.m 

1,533 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 26th Annual Report Relating to JUdicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon. 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 
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OREGON CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
20 circuits, 75 judges 

January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law!: .k. ...................................................... '," 
Equity ....................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Dissolution ............................................... . 

Adoption .................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Mental competency ........................................... . 

Total civil i ,. ................................ ,. .............................................................. .. 
C,.illlinald: 

Felony: 
Criminal ...................................................... 

Total crimind1 .................................................. 
Juveniled: 

Total juvenil e ,.,. ...... ,..,. ....... ,.,. ... ,. .... ,. .. ,.,. ........ ,. ..... ,. ...... . 
Grand total ,.,. ......... ,. ••••• ,. •••••• ,. .. ,. ••• ,. ••• ,. •••••• ,.,. 1Il',. •• ,. •• ,. ••• ,.. 

Civil : 
Law and equity ••••••• 
Marriage dissolution • 

Total ................ . 
Cri.inal (felony) .... .. 

Grand total ••••••••••••••• 

Tria1 di 

Jury 

1,313 

1,313 
1,134 
2,447 

Non-jury 

1,470 
2,193 
3,663 

771 
4,434 

Total 

2,783 
2,193 
4,976 
1,905 
6,881 

Beglnmng 
pending 

x 
X 

13,171 
N/A 

13,l71i 

6,695 

8,432 
15,127 

--.!JlA 
44,903i 

6,348fh 

6,348fh 

N/A 

51,251fi 

Filed 

x 
X 

26,873 
2,094 

28,967 

4,669 

2,000 
6,669 

3,736 

62,782 

16,643 

16,643 

15,573 

94,998 

Disposed 

x 
'( 

26,795 
N/A 

26,795i 

4,713h 

1,989 
6,702 

~ 
54,237i 

15,503 

15,503 

N/A 

69,740i 

Time interval data (average days) 

Age of cases tried (filing to trial): 
Civil from date of filing: 

Marriage dissolution •••••••••••••••• 
All civil .......................... . 

Criminal (felony) from date of 

225.8 
381.0 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

13,249 
N/A 

13,249i 

6,651 

8,4459 
15,0969 

~ 

47,5759 i 

7,488 

7,488 

N/A 

55,3919i 

Age of pending case10ad 
arraignment ......................... . 104.6 

Under 6 months ••••• 
6+ to 12 months •••• 
Ovel' 12 months ••••• 
12+ to 24 months ••• 
Over 24 months ••••• 
Over 36 months ••••• 

Civil n 
18,OlD 
7,952 
6,234 
4,961 
1,273 

(n) 

Probate/wills/ 
intestate 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
504 

Cri.inal (felony) 
3,960 

795 
700 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The dat3 for this case type are kno~n to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at 

a rra i gnment • 
A juvenile case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. ' 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as calculated from data given in the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equ~l the dfference between filings and 

disposition: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Disposed figure for decedents' estates ~as computed from filing 

and pending data. 
Beginning pending figure for total civil cases was computed using 

filed, disposed, and end pending data for the combined categories 
of 1 aw and eqllity ("ci villi) gi ven in the annu~ 1 report. 

Beginning pending figure for criminal and total criminal was 
computed from f111ng, dispositioi1, and end pending data. 

iOata are not complete: 
Domestic relations pending and disposition figures do not include 

adoption cases. Filings include all categories. 
Total civil pending and disposition figures do not include 

adoption or mental health cases. Filings include all categories. 
Grand total disposition and pending figures do not include 

adoption, mental health, or juvenile cases. Filings include 
all categori es. 

Civil trial data only include trials for law, equity, and marriage 
dissolution cases. 

kAdditfona1 information: 
There were 16,605 l~w and equity cases pending at the beginning of 

the 1979 court year, 23,410 cases filed. 20,740 disposed, and 
19,275 pending at the end of the court year. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Civil age of pending caseload data include law, equity, and 

marriage dissolution cases only. 
The number of civil and cri.inal cases pending over 36 months 

&re included in the over 24 months category and were not 
available separately. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator,. 26th Annual Report Relatinfi to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1979, (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals ave been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of ad.inistrative agency case: 

OREGON TAX COURT 
Court of general jurisdictiona 

1 judge 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Regular Division ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 84 
40 Small Claims Division ..................................... \ 

Total ...................................................... /, -ill 
Total civil 124 

Grand total 124 

Civil dispositions 

Regular Division 
On the merits •••••••••••••••• 42 

Small Claims Division 
41 

Oi;missed or settled ••••••••• 34 17 
Total ......................... 76 58 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

"Court juri sdi cti on: 

Total 
tIT 

51 
134 

Filed 

78 
34 

112 

112 

112 

Oi sposed 

134 

Time interval data (median months) 

Age of cases terminated: 
Regular Division •••••••••••••••••••• 16.5 
Small Claims Division.......... ..... 9.0 

405 

End 
pending 

86 
16 

102 

102 

102 

Data from the Oregon Tax Court are included in the general jurisdiction charts because DRS 305.405 designates the Tax Court as a court of 
general jurisdiction within the substantive areas defined by ORS 305.410. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 26th Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OREGON DISTRICT COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

23 counties, 55 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Sll<ill clair.; ................................................ . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

13,630f 
ll,252fh 

__ 7_7 

Total civil ........ .............. ................. ...... ........ 24, 959fh 

Crillinald: 
Preli.inary hearing: 
Felony ...................................................... . 

Ot!ter cri.inal: 
Misdemeanor and violation offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 

Traffic: 

l,546fh 

35,288fh 

36, 834fh 

Total traffic ................................................... 108,706fh 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 170,499fh 

Under 6 months •••••••••• 
6+ to 12 months ••••••••• 
OVer 12 months •••••••••• 
Over 36 months •••••••••• 

Law 
8.896 
3,B03 
1.315 

(n) 

Slaa11 
claims 
8,771 
2,091 

722 
(n) 

Age of pending case10ad 

Probate/wi 11 s/ 
intestate 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4 

Filed 

34,440 
46,902 

62 

81,404 

10,405 

72,B23 

B3,22B 

• 435.365 

599,997 

Pre 11.i nary 
he33ing 
I, 1 

280 
282 
(n) 

Disposed 

34,056 
46,570 

55h 

80,6B1 

9,945 

70,502 

80,447 

421,941 

5B3,069 

Other 
crillinal 

24,201 
4,488 
4,062 

(n) 

Traffic 
60,40f 
11,719 
17,043 

(n) 

End 
pending 

14,014 
11,584 

B4 

25,682 

2,006k 

37,609k 

39,615k 

122,130k 

187,427 

(continued on next page) 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known ~o be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 

d 
A total of 51.9 full-time equivalent judge~ served in the court during the year. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as computed from data given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Decedent's estates disposition figure was computed from filings and pending data. 

~ Beginning pending figures were computed from filings, dispositions, and end pending data. 
~Additional information: 

The felony preli~inary hearing pending figures do not irclude 113 cases classified as inactive. 
The other criRiinal pending figures do not include 4,858 cases classified as inactive. 
The traffic pending figures do not include 32,967 cases classified as inactive. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
The number of law, small claims, preliminary hearing. other cri.inal, and traffic cases pending over 36 months are included in the over 12 

months category and were not available separately. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 26th Annual Report Relatinfi to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, ~979 (Salem, 
Orp.gon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals ave been computed where necessary. 

Civild: 
Domestic relations: 

OREGON COUNTY COURTa 
Court of li~ited jurisdiction 

9 counties, 9 judges 
January 1, 1979 to Dece.~er 31, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1901 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 186 

Total ........................................................ . 376 
Mental health: 

Mental competency ........................................... . -.lY3.. 
Tota 1 civil i 376i 

Juveniled: 

Total juvenile N/A 

Grand total i 376i 

Age of pending caseload 

Over 36 months 
Oecedents' estates •••••••••••• 40 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A g This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

11 N/A 

115 106h 

27 31 
142 137 

2 -.lY3.. 
155 137i 

94 ritA 

249 137i 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Four counties handle both civil and juvenile cases, two handle only civil, and three handle only juvenile cases in the County Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A juvenile case is counted with the filing of a petition. 

hFigure was computed: 
Decedents' estates disposed figure was computed from filing and pending figures. 

iData are not complete: 
Total civil pending and disposition figures do not include data for ~doption and mental health cases. Filings include data for all 

End 
pending 

N/A 

199 

182 
381 

-.lY3.. 
381i 

N/A 

381i 

categories. 
Grand total pending and disposition.figures do not include data for adoption, mental competency, or juvenile cases. Filings include data 

for all categories. 
lSpecial source or revision ir, data: 

Beginning pending figure for decedents' estates was obtained from Oregon's 1978 annual report. 

Source: 
, 
1 
t 
1 

j 

j 

Child: 
Law: 

OREGON JUSTICE COURri 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

43 courts, 43 judges 
January 1, 1979 to Dece~er 31, 1979 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Civil ....................................................... . 474fhi 
S~al1 claims .................................................. . 

Total ci vll 

Cri.inald: 
:MisdenlE!anor: 

Offenses ................................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

-21lfhi 

1,045fhi 

1,766fhi 

1,766fhi 

Filed 

992i 
2,029i 

3,021i 

7,764i 

7,764i 

Total traffic 15,508fhi 138,337i 

Grand total i ................................................... .. IB,319fhi 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

149,122i 

The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
fBeginning pending figures for the 1979 court year do not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

h 
Figures are as calculated from data given in the annual report. 

Figures were computed: 

i 
Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 

Data are not complete: 

407 

Disposed End 
pending 

951i 51Si 
~i 631i 

2,920i 1,146i 

7,366i 2,164i 

7,366i 2,164i 

135,453i 18,392i 

145,739i 21,702i 

Only 32 justice courts reported data for 1979. Incomplete data were reported for the court located in Chiloquin, Klamath County. Courts 
begin to report data as they are added to the statistical reporting system. 

Source: Office of the Stat~ Court Administrator, 26th Annual Report Relatinfi to Judicial AdMinistration in the Courts of Oregon, 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statlstic\ are from the annual report except that totals ave been computed where necessary. 
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OREGON MUNICIPAL COURTI 

Court of If.ited jurisdiction 
177 courts. 177 judges 

January 1. 1979 to DeceRber 31. 1979 

Crillinald: 
Ordinance violation: 

Other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Major traffic offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Minol' traffic offenses ..................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 tra ffi c 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

6,225fhi 

6,225fhi 

6,141fhi 
34 340fhl 
40:481fhi 

40,481fhi 

46,706fhi 

Trial di 

Filed 

23,715i 

23,715i 

15,924i 
173, 510~ 
189,4341 

189,434i 

213,149i 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Crilllinal .......................)( )( 3,5471 
Traffic: 

Major traffic offenses ••••••• 
Minor traffic offenses ••••••• 

Total ........................ . 
Total ......................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

x 
X 
X 
)( 

X 
X 
X 
X 

4,onl 
21,2181 
25,2291

i
' 

28,776 

X = The 1ata for this case type are known to be Included in the total, but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fSeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as calculated from data given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 

Olsposed End 
pending 

22,334i 7,606i 

22,334i 7,606i 

14,5961 7,469i 
168,258i 39,592i 
182,854i 47,061i 

182, 854i 47,061i 

205,18Si ~4,667i 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
iOata are not complete: 

Only 129 Municipal Courts reported data for 1979. Partial reports were received from three municipalities: Coquille, Gold Hill, and 
Sisters. Courts begin to report data as they are added to the statistical reporting system. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 26th Annual Report Relatinfi to Judicial .Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1979 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals ave been computed where necessary. 

I 
I 

j 

PENNSYL VANIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct appeals in felonious 

homicide, right to public office, Probate 
or Orphans Court matters, contempt 
cases, and questions of eonstitu
tionality of a statute. Other appeals 
are discretionary. 

- May assume plenary jurisdiction over 
any matter in any court at any st~ge 
of the proceedings if it is a questi\ 'n 
of immediate public importance. 

I 
COMMONWEALTH COURT 
9 judges 

COnStit!ionality 
of statute. 

Felonious homocide. 
Right to public office. 
Contempt, probate. 

SU':ERIOR COURT 
7judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil actions 

involving the coml"lonwealth or any of 
its officers. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies. 
local government. eminent domain. 
and non-profit corporatioll matters. 

Suppression of a 
district attorney. 

Right to issue p'ublic 
debt. 

Decisions of Orphans 
Court rVision. 

Jurisdiction: . 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

Court of Common Pleas except those 
directly appealable to Supreme Court 
or Commonwl?alth Court. 

- Non-governmental equity appeals. 

t 
Non-profit 

corporations. 
Government. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (59) 
313 judges 

Eminer domain. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction In all civil 

matlers. Orphans Court Division 
handles probate. 

t Indicates rou!!: nf appeal. 

- Original jurisdiction in all criminal 
matters. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

..----=-,-----t ' 
PHILADELPHIA 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
20 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Lnndlord and tenant, assumpsit and 

trespass claims under $1,000. 
- Criminal offenses with less than S-year 

sentence. Motor vehkle laws. Pre
liminary hearings except for homicide 
and rape. 

No jury trials. 

A 
PHILADELPHIA 
TRAFFIC COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction of all summary 

offenses under the motor vehicle 
law. 

No jury trial. 

DISTRICT JUSTICE 
COURT (555) 
531 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters under $2.000. 
- Offenses with fine under $500 and/or 

sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary hearings In most criminal. 
Some motor vehicle cases. 

No jury trials. 

I 
PITTSBURGH CITY 
MAGISTRA TES 
7 magl~trates 
jurisdiction; 
- Matters rel~tlng to the health, safety, 

or welfare of any place of human 
habitation. 

- Misdemeanors and municipal or
dinances (fine less than $500 or 
sentence less than 90 days). 
Felony preliminaries. Exclusive 
Jurisdiction over all summary offennes 
under the motor vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

courts 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
IImltp.d 

jurisdiction 

409 
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PENNSYLVANIA SUPR~E COURT 

Court of last resort 
7 justices 

J~nu~ry 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for allocatur •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases ..................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous petitions 

Total other proceedings 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

NfA 
ffTf\ 

N/A 

NfA rw:: 
N/A 

-1ill.. 
NfA 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

79a.l ~21~e 
798J 21 e 

(j) 

1.052 
1,052 

1,850 (215)e 

1.375 

1,375 

Majority opinions •••••••••••••••• 277m 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••••••• 126 
Disciplinary orders written 56 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
8lank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
NfA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Disposed End 
penci !!!.9.-

NfA 547 
N/A "-s;rr 

NfA 1 

NfA ~215le 228 
N/A 215 e 229 

N/A (215le 776 

NfA -1ill.. 
N/A N/.o, 

eCases not included in the total to avoid dOUble counting: 
Petitions for allocatur that have been granted are not counted as dIsposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the 

resulting appeal. Thesp. granted petitions for allocatur ure the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 

Data on the number of disciplinary cases filed are included in the appeals filed figure. 
mIn formation on type of disposition or trial data: 

In addition to the 277 majcrity opinions written there were 55 concurring opinions, 12 concurring and dissenting opinions, 146 dissenting 
opinions, 17 opinions in support of affirmation, 21 opinions in support of reversal, and 2 separate opinion written. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia. Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA SUPERIOR COURT 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

7 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ........... ., ................................ . 

Tota 1 cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous petitions 

Total other proceedings 

seglnnlng 
pending 

NfA 
rm 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

4,047 
l;lW 

4,047 

3.548 

3,548 

Written opinions filed ••••••••••• 1,751 
Memorandum opinions •••••••••••••• 853 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
8lank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
NfA • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Disposed 

NfA 
ruA 

N/A 

-1ill.. 
N/A 

gnd 
pending 

NfA 
ruA 

N/A 

-1ill.. 
NfA 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeal of trial court case: 

PENNSYLVANIA COMMONWEALTH COURTa 
Inter.edlate appellate court 

9 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Begumlng 
pending 

Appeals from Court of Common Pleas ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfers from other courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A Tota 1 ••••••.•••••.•••••••••• o. ••••••••••••••• ,~. e , ............ . 

Appeal of I~inistrative agency case: 
Direct administrative appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •• ,t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• iloilo. I •• 110110 •• 

NfA 
N/A 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ••.•••.......•••.•...••.••....•.• " ••.••. 4' •••• 

N/A 

ruA 

Total cases N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Written opInions handed down ............. . 
Withdrawn, discontinued ••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded, transferred, or dismissed ••••••• 
Dismissed for lack 6f prosecution •••••••••• 
Stricken from list •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Canso 11 dated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

Filed 

672 
50 

722 

1,931 
~ 

233 

21! 

2,886 

1,389 
553 
311 

2 
19 

140 

81ank space· Not enough information is known. The case category may ~r may not be handled by the court. 
N/A K This case type is handled by t~e court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

X 
-X 

X 

---x-

2,414 

The Commonwealth Court only handles cases involving officials or offices of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
ffTf\ 

N/A 

ruA 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia, PennsYlvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

59 courts. 313 judges 
Januar,y 1. 1979 to Oecember 31. 1979 

Child: 
Do.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
01 vorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Custody •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption •••••••••••••• , .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 
Other do~stic relations: 

Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ., •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/I~testate: 

Orphans' court audits •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health ................................. ,. .............. . 
Other chil: 

Clvilj ...................................................... . 
Arbitration ................................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Crlmlnald: 
Felony/.;s~emeanor: 

CriminalJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: . 

MI sce 11 aneousJ .............................................. . 
Postconviction r~: 

Postcon,J/iction appeals ..................................... .. 

Total criminal 

JuvenHe: 

Total juvenile 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Trlal d 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

17 ,848 

1,207 
1,128 

8,827 
29,010 

1,466 
597 

21,432 
13,914 
35,346 

66,419 

25,339 

2,807 

863 

29,009 

5,887 

101,315 

Civil dispositionsm 

Settlement ••••••••••••••••••• Jur~ Non-~ury, Total 
4,1 31 'S';'S7lI1 Chil ................. 1~ Hearing--settled •••••••••••••• 

Stricken .................... . 
Transferred to arbitration •••• 

Crl.inal (felony/ 
mi sde.eanor) •••••••• 2,726 4,647 7,373 

Other ....................... . Juvenile •••••••••••••• N/A N/A N/A 
Total ................... 4,421i 8,8301 13,2511 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petftiont.1r complaint. 

Filed 

41,132 

7,510 
6,346 

63,416 
118,404 

19,787 
7,914 

22,472 
28,342 
50,814 

196,919 

60,335 

12,566 

864 

73,765 

39,685 

310,369 

9,284 
2,879 
1,322 

923 
1,161 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or Indictment. 
A trial is counte~ if tried to vernict or sentence, if adjudged guilty. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

iData are not complete: 
Civil trial and civil disposition data include only civil cases in the other civil category. 
No trial figures were available for juvenile cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Disposed 

41,321 

7,223 
6,296 , 

58,075 
112,915 

19,7~3 
8,024 

21,447 
26,793 

. 48,240 

188,902 

53.751 

12,474 

~ 

66,872 

38,943 

294,717 

End 
pending 

17,3299 

1,3469 
1,2419 

13,7169 
33,6329 

1,4699 
3009 

21,1'369 
15,463 
37,1999 

72,6009 

27,8859 

2,8739 

~ 

31,8389 

6,5529 

110,990g 

Criminal (felony/.lsde.eanor) dispositions 

Guilty pleas •••••••••••••••••••• 24,006 
Nolle prossed ••••••••••••••••••• 7,373 
ARD (rehabilitation program) •••• 10,406 
Rule 1100 ....................... 424 
Oisposltion in lieu of trial 

(rehabilitation program) •••••• 112 
Grand jury dismissals ••••••••••• 359 
Other ••••••• :.. ••••••• P."......... 3,698 

Civil under other chil includeS' trespass, assumpsit, equity, and miscellaneous civil cases that are counted when the case is placed at 
issue as ready for trial. 

Criminal under felony/misdeAeanor Includes felonies, MfsdeElnors. and trial de novo for appeal. 
Miscellaneous appeals include criminal appeals from District Justice Courts and other miscellaneous court actions. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the,mnual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 20 judges 
January 1. 1979 to December-31, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
Filed Disposed pending 

Child: 
SlIIiIll clai..s .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Landlord and tenant •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
nther civil: 

Code enforcementj ............................................ . 

Total civil ...................................................... 
Cri.inal d: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Private complalntsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••.•.••.•..• a ................... " ••• " •• "" •••••••••••••••• 

Prelhllinary hearing ........................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Non-jury, trial d 

Criminal ••••••••••••• 2,838 

3,799 

780 

4,457 

9,036 

5,506 

° 5,506 
...h.Q£ 

6,553 

15,569 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

28,179 28,001 

18,782 18,350 

24,852 25,188 

71,813 n,539 

28,705 28,568 
5,619 5,556 

34,324 34,124 
12,895 11,790 

47,219 45,914 

119,032 117,453 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Guilty pleas .................... 3,005 
Nolle prossed ••••••••••••••••••• 13,962 
ARD (rehabilitation program) •••• 8,467 
Grand jury dismissals ••••••••••• 0 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition ur complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

Eild 
pending 

3,917 

1,212 

4,121 

9,310 

5,0529 
3619 

5,4139 
1,6559 

7,0689 

16,3789 

A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). There are no jury trials in this court. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

This was due in part to the placement of 602 records in deferred status and the reinstatement of 11 other records dur~ng th~ court year a 
j net change. of -591 cases. Figures are as given in the annual report. ' 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

"Private complaints" are criminal complaints filed by a private citizen; "criminal" complaints are filed by the police 
Code enforcement pertains to violations regarding housing, property, etc. • 

mCategorles for di~position type or trial data: 
Criminal trials and cri.lnal disposition types are only for the criminal category listed as "trial cases" which do not incl d p Ii I 

heari ngs or summary proceedi ngs. ' u e re m nary 

Source: Admi ni strati ve Offi ce of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vani a) • Stati sti c.s are from' the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of li.lted jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Tt'afficd: 

Beginning 
pending 

Total traffic ••• " (I· .. "·" .... ""·,,·· .. ,, •••••• " """."""" •• "" •• "" ...... ,, ••• N/A 

Grand total •••••••••• ! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM prpject. 
N/A • This case type \s handled by the court, ~ut the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

1,093,331 

1,093,331 

The traffic case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Disposed 

480,766 

460,766 

gnd 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pe,?nsYlvania Courts, 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are fr'om the annual 
report except that totals have been computed Where n~cessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

555 courts, 531 justices. of the peace 
January I, 1979 to Deceftber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Cil'il cOlTll1aints ............................................ . 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Cdllinald: 

Ordinance violation: 
Non-traffic citations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pre1i.inary hearin9: 
Misdemeanor/felony complaints •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other crillinal: l 

Summary comp111ints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Filed 

184,150 

184.150 

258,223 

96,822 

120.685 

475.730 

Total traffic ....................................... " ........... . N/A 1,137.900 

Grand total ........................................................ 

Non-jury tria1 d 

Civil ............................... . 
Cdminal ••••••••••••••••• "' ......... . 
Traffic ............................ .. 

Total ............................... .. 

Criminal dispositions 

40.029 
49.870 

103,822 
193.781 

Ordinance Preliminary 

Non-jury tri a1 : 
Trial conviction •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ............................ . 

Guilty plea ........................... .. 
Substantive defective ••••••••••••••••••• 
Withdrawal of prosecution ••••••••••••••• 
Unable to locate •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled at or before trial •••••••••••••• 
Bound to court at preliminary hearing •• , 
Dismissal at pre1jminary hearing •••••••• 
Waiver of preliminary hearing ••••••••••• 
Declared fugitive ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

violation hearing 

16.031 
14.726 

151,712 
1,387 

15.525 
10.199 

2,621 

4,916 

4.242 

13.675 

4.588 
30,669 
12,796 
17,410 
2,609 
2,880 

N/A 

Other 
criminal 

11,910 
7,203 

52,761 
323 

14,295 
8,361 
7,582 

4,306 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
-- c Not applicable. 

dCase definitinns or unit of count: 

Total 

27.941 
21,929 

208.715 
1.710 

43.495 
18.560 
14.791 
30.669 
12.796 
17.410 
2.609 

12.102 

1.797.780 

Disposed 

180.066 

180,066 

217.117 

88.869 

106.741 

412.727 

1,047,714 

1,640,507 

Civil dispositions 

Settled at or before trial ..... 
Judgment by default •••••••••••• 
Withdrawal of complaint •••••••• 
Dismissed ~ithout prejudice •••• 
C10sed--no service ••••••••••••• 
Other ......................... . 

Traffic dispositions 

Non-jury tri a 1 : 
Acquitted .................. .. 
Trial conviction ••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea .................. .. 
Substantive defect ••••••••••••• 
Withdrawal of prosecution •••••• 
Unable to locate ••••••••••••••• 
Other ......................... . 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

End 
pending 

--1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1YA 
N/A 

H/A 

N/A 

36.830 
83.256 
3.309 
4.567 
7.166 
4.909 

61.573 
42,249 

826.790 
6.377 

41,593 
41.114 
28.018 

Sourc~: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts. 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia. Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where neces,sary. 
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PITTSBURGH CITY MAGISTRATE COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of lilrited jurisdiction 

1 court. 7 .agistrates 
January I, 19'19 to Deceillber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Real property rights: 

Housing Court ............................................... . 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Cri.inald: 
Pre1i.inary hearing: 

Indictable cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

Miscellaneous citations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other cri.inal: 

Sunrnary cases ............................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Parking tickets processed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving violations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Indictable cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Total cases ..................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

--.!LA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

ilIA 
N/A 

--.!LA 
N/A 

MIA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailab)e. 
-- a Not applicable. 

dCase definitions or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

2.119 

2.119 

N/A 

N/A 

--.!LA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
MIA 

--1YA 
MIA 

2.119i 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 
jOata are not complete: 

Total cases filed figure does not include criminal or traffic cases. 

Disposed 

~ 

2.038 

7.600 

800 

12.500 

20,900 

310.531 

32.627 
2.334 

34,961 

345,492 

368.430 

tnd 
pending 

--1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

MIA 
N/A 

--1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts. 1979 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PUERTO RICO COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

f 

SUPREME COURT 
8 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews judgments and decisions of 

Court of First Instance', and cases on 
appeal or review before the Superior 
Court. 

- Reviews rulings of the Registrar of 
Property and rulings of certain ad
ministrative agencies. 

SUPERIOR COURT- (11) 
94 judges 
Jurisdktion: 
- Civil actions over $10,000, actions in 

connection with taxes, eminent 
domain, and divorce. 

- Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
those vested in District Court). 

- Cases concerning minors. 
- Review rulings of administrative 

agencies (except those reviewable by 
Supreme Court). 

Jury trials in criminal cases; non-jury in 
criminal and civil. . 

DISTRICT COURT- (38) 
94 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000, except 

those matters in which cognizance is 
given \0 the Superior Court. 

- Certain misdemeanors and violations 
of municipal ordinances. 

No jury trials; non-jury in criminal and 
civil. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (11) MUNICIPAL COURT (35) 
33 judges 12juoges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations. 
- Probable cause hearings, search war-

rants, summonses, warrants of im
prisonment, warrants to release from 
jail, and bails. 

Not.ials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 
'The Court of First Instance consists of two divisions: 
the Superior Court and the District Court. 

JUrisdiction: 
- Civil investigations. 
- Probable cause hearinss, search war-

rants, summonses, warrants of im
prisonment, warrants to release from 
jail, and balls. Violations of municipal 
ordinances. Accepts guilty picas. 

No trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Courtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

PUERTO RICO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

8 justices 
Jilly 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Cases; 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ................................................... .. 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Minimum wage board ........................................ . 
Industrial Commission ..................................... . 
Registrar of property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Labor Relations Board •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Board of Electors ........................................ .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jUrisdiction: 
Injunction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Mandamus ................................................. . 
Quo warranto ............................................ . 
Writ of prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Disciplinary .atter: 

Corporate dissolution •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Professional conquct (against lawyer) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bringing of charge (against judge) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Complaints of Puerto Rico Bar Association •••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Advisory opinion cases: 

Certifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari ............................................... .. 
CI vtl rev! ews ............................................ .. 

Total .......................................... , ........... . 
Total other cases ................. , .......................... . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Manner __ of disposition 

Begfnnlng 
pending 

5 
58 

0 
14 
0 
9 
0 

23 
--ml 

0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
4 

5 
15f 
2f 
1 

23f 

2 
29f 

65 
100f 
165f 

-r94 

280 

417 

Disposed End 
pending 

45 40 10 
117 101 74 

1 0 1 
58 64 8 
11 6 5 
15 19 5 
2 2 0 

96 91 19 
-m -m --roJ" 

1 1 0 
6 5 1 
9 7 2 
0 4 0 
1 1 0 

17 18 3 

0 5 0 
3 6 12 
5 2 5 
0 0 1 
B 13 18 

2 3 1 
27 34 22 

422 416 71 
472 483 89 
894 899 160 

927 ---gJJ 182 

1.170 1,165 285 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/79) 

Opinion ................. 81 
Per curiam •••••••••••••• 30 

Cases in process 
Submitted to be resolved 

Without opinion ••••••••• 1,054 Appeals: 
Civil.................... 4 6 
Cr'i.inal ......... ........ 8 66 
Agcncy................... 6 13 

Total..................... 18 85 
OrigiRal proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••• 0 3 
Disciplinary matter •••••• 2 16 
Advisory opinion ......... 0 1 

Total..................... 2 20 
Requests to appeal......... 18 142 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••• 38 247 

Disposition of cases 

Civil All other ~~a1s Chil Cr1.;n~ ~ riffi'r re'/iews - cases Total 

Affirmed II II •• II II ••• II ••• II II' II •• 3 56 10 69 25 11 105 
Reversed ................... 5 9 25 39 67 73 179 
Modified ................... 2 5 2 9 ill 15 65 
Dismissed 11'11 11.11 ••••••••• II II II 27 30 6 63 5 3 71 
Writ denied ................ 0 0 45 45 330 325 700 
Other ••••••••••••••••••• ;a •• 3 1 3 7 15 23 45 

Total ........................ 40 101 91 232 483 450 1.165 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used b~ the CSIM project. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included In the category: 
Filed fi~ures include new filings and restored cases. 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1978-1979 {Hato Rey. Puerto RIco: 
that totals have been computed wnere necessary. 

19BO). Statistics are from the annual report except 
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PUERTO RICO SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

11 districts, 94 judges 
July 1, 1978 to JURe 30, 1979 

begl nm ng 
pending 

Child: 
Law: 

Debt collections ............................................ .. 
Wages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Tort .......................................................... . 
Contract: 

Contract executions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ratification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Note cance 11 at i on ...................... " ................... . 
Specific performance to contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract cancellations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Action of nullification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affidavits revision •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dissolution of corporation or firm ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Real property rights: 

Property .................................................... . 
Transfer of farm title ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Claim of rights ....................... , ..................... . 
Expropriation .............................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... . 
Do.estic relatio~s: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Oivorce ................................................... . 

Other doEstic relations .................................... . 
Total .................................................. • .... .. 

Appeal: 
Appeal of a~inistrative agency case: 

Taxes ..................................................... . 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .............................................. ••••••• .. •• 

Extraordinary writs ........................................... . 
Other civil: . 

Other special proceedingsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
License to bear arms ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disability .. J ............................................... . 
Other actions ............................................. .. 

Total ............................................... •• .... •••• 

2,256f 
205f 

2,461f 
6,929f 

17f 
1 

192f 
88f 
40f 

l11f 
o 

10f 
459 f 

4,673f 
Of 

392f 
l,930f 
6,995f 

7,889f 
7,069f 

14,958f 

169f 

l~~fi 
760f 

2,625f 
l,698 f 

7f 
l,890f 
6.220f 

1,807 
142 

1,949 
3,560 

8 
3 

291 
47 
46 
42 
o 
1 

438 

6,650 
21 

579 
563 

7,794 

20,458 
10,249 
30,707 

138 

mi 
1,278 

10,455 
36,978 

17 
1,242 

48,692 

Total civil .................................................... 38,951f 94,556 

Cri.inal d: 
Felony ...................................................... .. 
Misde.eilnor ................................ < ................. . 

Prelilllinary hearing .......................................... . 
Appeal ....................................................... . 

8,056f 
6,490f 

146f 
--<ll 

9,242 
9.221 

720 
--<ll 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14,692f 19,183 

Juveniled: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Charges ...................................................... 977f 5.858 

5,858 Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 977f 

Grand total 54,620f 119,597 

Tr1al d 

~ Non-jurl Total 
Chll: Law ..................... 

lG\!I ................................... 235 235 Tort ••.•••.•...••.•••••• 
Tort ........•......•.................. 386 386 Contract •••••••••••••••• 
Contrilct ••••••••••••••• 1' •••••••••••••• 57 57 Real property rights .... 
Reill property rights .................. 753 753 Do.estic relations: 
Doiestlc relations: Harria~ dissolution .. 

Marriage dissolution •••••••••••••••• 2,054 2.054 Other do~stic 
Other ~stic relations ............ 683 683 relations """"""""""" " Total ................................ 2,737 2,737 ,Total "" """""""""""""""" Appeal: Appeal: 
Appeal of il~nistrative agency case 17 17 Appeal of ad.tnistra-
Appeill of trial court case .......... (j) (j) tive agency case ••••• 

Total """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" " 17 17 Appeal of triill court 
> Extraordinary writ 186 186 .................... case ...........•..... 

Other civil ........................... 751 751 Total .. ,,"""""" """"""""" 
Total 

""""""" .... " .. """"",, .. ,,"" r .. """""" " .. ,,"" 
5,122 5,122 Extraordinary writs ..... 

Cr1lrlnal: Other civil 0 •••••••••••• 

Felony ................................ 451 2,177 2,62B Total civil . ...... ) ...... 
Misde.eanor ........................... 32 2,263 2,295 

Total """" .... ,,"""" "" .. ,,"""""""""" "" .. " .... " .. " 483 4.440 4,923 
Grand total " .. ,," u,,""""""" Q .. """"""""""" .. """ 

48;3 9,562 10,045 

Disposed 

1,930 
159 

2,089 
3,510 

8 
1 

289 
52 
36 
49 
0 
4 

439 

6,8681 
0 

592 
927 

8,387 

21,544 
11,187 
32,731 

146 

Wi 
1,143. 

10,125 
37,406 

18 
1,257 

48,806 

97,251 

9,897 
9,042 

722 
--<ll 

19,661 

5.509 

5,509 

122,421 

Civil dispositions1 

Settled Dismissed Transfers 
---m- 939 --7-2-

1,241 1,547 154 
33 143 12 

941 2,737 85 

12 5,939 208 

1,532 5,338 1,054 
1,544 11,277 1,262 

13 24 

(j) (j) (j) 
13 24 1 
82 621 40 

769 3,990 201 
4,962 21,278 1,827 

~ -------

tnd 
pending 

2,133 
188 

2,321 
6,979 

17 
3 

194 
83 
50 

104 
0 
7 

458 

4,4551 
21 

379 
1,566 
6,402 

6,803 
6,131 

12,934 

161 

(j l. 
161' 
895 

2,955 
1,270 

6 
1,875 
6,106 

36,256 

7,401 
6,669 

144 
--<ll 

14,214 

1,326 

1,326 

51,796 

Uncontested Otherm 
171 56if 

99 469 
71 180 

2,415 2,209 

7,681 7,704 

2,461 8021 
10,142 8,506 • 

77 31 

(j) (j) 
77 31 

187 213 
~2!974 8721 
6,136 13.048 

1 
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Criminal dispositions 

Prel iRrinary 
Felonl Misdl!llll!anor hearin!! Total 

Jury tri al: 
Convicted """""""""""" .. ,,"""""" " 255 18 273 
Acquitted """"""""""" """""""""" 196 14 210 

Non-jury tri al: 
Convicted ..................... 1,327 965 2,292 
Acquitted """""" .. """ .. ,,"""""",, .. " 850 1,298 2,148 

Guilty plea ,,"""""",,""""",,"" """"" 4,206 2,378 6,584 
Total conviction . ............... 5,788 3,361 9,149 
Oi smi ssed .. .. """"",, ................ N/A N/A 6,913 
Transferred . .................... N/A N/A 269 
Probable cause found . ........... 279 279 
No probable cause found . ........ 286 286 

Time interval data (months) 
Age of cases at disposition: 

less than 3-6 6-9 9-12 12-18 18-24 24 months 
3 months months months months months months and over 

C1IIil . ....... 50,461 4,63b 2,'22g r,m- T;T94 ~ 948 

less than 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-9 9-12 12-15 15-18 18-21 21-24 24 months 
1 month months months months months months months months 

Criminal . .... 295 ---szb ----our ----orr -sor -~ ln3 -m-
less than 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-10 
1 month months months months months months months months 

Juvenile ..... 2"64 r,m-- T,T7S ---us- -r52 ~ -rr- ---ro-s-

Age of pending caseload (6/30/79) 

6 months 6 months 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 
and under to i ~ear ~e6rs ~~492 1~315 lem Civil ....... 11,569 6,~B , 19 

Cri.inal .... 6,273 1,326 1,325 798 791 982 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A u This ca~e type is handled by' the court but the data are not available. 
-- m Not applicable. 

d~ase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

5-6 6-7 

~~ l35S
s 

827 491 

months months 
2Z9 -mt 

10-13 13-19 
months months 
--zg- 28 

7 years 
and over 

675 
1,257 

The juvenile case unit of count is the number of charges filed. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fThe beginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

iOata are not complete: 

months months and over 
1/ ~ 176 

19-25 25 months 
months and over 
---u- 26 

Civil appeals total figures do not include appeals of trial court cases. Appeals of tria~ court cases data are included by category with 
other civil data for caseload inventory, trial, and disposition data. 

,lExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include original filings, transfers, and reopened cases. 
Appeals of trial court cases are included according to the case type for caseload inventories, trial, and disposition data. 
The number of appeals filed in each category was given, but the number of dispositions and pendings could not be separated. There were 

civil appeals and criminal appeals f11ed. 
Othel' special proceedings include declaration of heir, confiscation, permission of law, and recovery. 
Other acti ons i nel ude decl arati on of private ti tl e, nulli ty of fraudul ent trespass, and suppl ementary orders issued to impugn the docu,nent. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Figures so marked were corrected by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested cases concluded. 
Appeal of trial court case data are included aCDrding to the case type for civil trial and civil disposition data. 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1978-1979 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the administrative office of the court 
during data verification • 
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PUERTO RICO DISTRICT COURT 

Court of li.ited jurisdiction 
38 courts, 94 judges 

July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

End Beg1nn1ng 
pending Disposed 

pend~ng 

Civil d: 
law: 

Debt collections ••••••••••.•••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 
Wages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Tort ......................................................... .. 
Real property rights: 

Property .................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Family relations ............................................ . 
Appeal: 

App~al of aa.nnistrative agency case: 
Taxes ..................................................... . 

Other civil: 
Special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ....................................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 ci vil 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

14,186f 
552f 

14,738f 
l,692f 

410f 

269 f 

3 

944f 
502 

l,44M 

18,558f 

Criminal categories •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,304f 
Ordinance violation: 

Infractions of ~Jnicipal ordinances except traffic ••••••••••• N/A 
Prelillinary hearing ............................................ ~f 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 18,181i 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 7,853f 

Grand total 44,592fi 

39,.332 
874 

40,206 
2,045 

629 

3,573 

8 

4,039 
762 

4,801 

51,262 

42,099 

N/A 
15,368 

57,467i 

53,402 

162,131 i 

Civil dispositions 

37,762 
914 

38,676 
1,942 

675 

3,475 

7 

4,113 
789 

4,902 

49,677 

41,321 

N/A 
15,851 

57,172i 

53,740 

160,589i 

Non-jur.): Total Settled Dismissed Transferred Uncontested Other 
Civll:m 

law ...................... . 
Tort ..................... . 
R~al property r19hts •••••• 
Domestic relations •••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of act.inistrative 
agency case ........... . 

Other civil ••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................... . 

Criminal •••••••••••••••••••• 

3,942 
405 
124 

50 

0 
1,043 
5,564 

NfA 

3,942 
405 
124 

50 

0 
, ,043 
:5,564 

NfA 

law ••••••••••••••••••• 1,512 
Tort .................. 378 
Real property rights.. 45 
Domestic relations •••• 2 
Appeal: 

Appeal of ad.inistra-
tive agency case ••• 2 

Other civil ........... 118 
Total .................. 2,057 

21,076 
892 
312 
148 

5 
1,432 

23,865 

Tri!ffic .................... . N/A N/A Criminal dispositions L 

Traffic dispositions 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••• 
Ar.quitted •••••••••••••••••• 

Guill:y plea ................. . 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••••••• 

2,191 
2,562 

36,209 
12,330 

448 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted •••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••• 
Total conviction ........ . 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••• 
Transferred , ............ . 
Transferred to Superior 
Court on misdemeanor •••• 

Nolle prosequi ••••••••••• 
Probable cause found ••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by th~ CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court but the data were unavailable. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

Misdemeanor 

2,351 
5,071 

14,401 
16,752 
1e,/87 

711 

dCase definition or unit of count: iData are not complete: 

686 4,559 10,843 
121 85 466 

26 111 181 
41 2,958 326 

0 0 0 
86 1,869 1,397 

960 9,582 13,213 

Prelfminary 
Total i hearing 

2,351 
2,546 7,617 

14,401 
16,752 

2,098 20,885 
711 

250 250 
2,252 2,252 
7,194 7,~94 

15,756 
512 

16,268 
1,795 

364 

367 

4 

870 
475 

1,345 

20,143 

9,082 

NfA 
9,394 

18,476i 

7,515 

46,134i 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 
complaint. 

Total criminal and grand total caseload and type of disposition 
data do not include ordinance violations. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
A trial is cQunted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fThe beginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal 
the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include original filings, transfers, and reopened 

cases. 
mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested ciVil cases 
concluded by trial. 

Source: Office of Court Adminfstratfon, Annual Report 1978-1979 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
tnat totals have been ccmputed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data 
veri fication. 
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PUERTO RICO JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
Court of If.ited jurisdiction 

11 courts, 12 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There were no data aval1able for cases handled by the ,Justices of th Peace for 1979. 

PUERTO RICO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of iflrited jurisdiction 

35 courts, 33 judges 
July I, 1978 to June 30. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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RHODE ISLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
19 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $5,000, equity, con

demnations, naturalization. 
- Extradition. Exclusive felony 

jurisdiction. 
- Zoning Board appeals. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

I 
Appeals de novo. 

+Certiorori._ 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, municipal ordinance 

violations, traffic. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final civil and criminal appellate 

jurisdiction. 

, 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

t 

- Civil actions under $5,000, small 
claims under $500, mental health. 
Housing code violations. 

- Violation offenses, misdemeanors, 
felony arraignments. 

- Administr~tive agency appeals. 

No jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (39) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General probate jurisdiction, adult 

cases relating to juveniles, non-support, 
paternity, adoption, and guardianship. 

~----------~------~ 
FAMIL Y COURT (4) 
Ujudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, nonsupport, 

paternity. 
- Adult crimes against juveniles. 
- Juvenile delinquency, dependency, 

mental health, ,md traffic. 

l 
-.J 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

, , 
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RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
October I, 1978 to September 30, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

C1vil: 
Regular civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations/custody/adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ie. 

CriMinal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of adMlnistratlvp agency case: 

Workmen's compensation ................................. ' •••• 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Ori91nal proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Miscellaneous petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ... " ............................................... .. 
Disciplinary: 

Bar disciplinary ......................................... . 
Advisory opinion: 

Certified questions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other .................................................. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedin9s: 
Other matters: 

Arbitrator appointments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petitions on bar exams ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

240h 
37h 

277h 
119h 

4Sh 
-mh 

9h 
Ih 

lOh 

411 

9h 
oil 

23h 

105h 
'l21!h 

569f 

N/A 
N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

Filed 

184 
31 

215 
82 

33 
~ 

26 
15 
41 

9 

7 
1 

58 

9B 
-rso 

486 

x 
X 
X 

26 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginnfng pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Oisposed 

176 
29 

205 
54 

32 
29f 

29 
12 
41 

10 

9 
1 

61 

126 
-W 

478 

N/A 
N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

423 

End 
pending 

248 
39 

287 
147 

46 
~ 

6 
4 

10 

3 

7 
0 

20 

77 
-gr 

577 

N/A 
N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figures were calculated from filed, disposed, and end pending figures provided by the Administrative Office of the tourts. 

Source: Unpubl1shed data provi ded by the Admi ni str'atl ve Offi ce of the Courts. 
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Child: 
Appeal: 

RHOOE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of generAl jurisdiction 

4 counties, 19 justices 
JanuAry I, 1979 to Oece~r 31, 1979 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Filed 

X AppeAl of triAl court CAS!! .................................. . 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.!iffi. __ X 

Total clYil ..................................................... NIA 7,087 

Crl_inald: 
Felony/_isde.eanor: 

Oefendant cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 2,515 
Appeal ........................................................ . ~ 1,067 

Total criminal ........................................... •••• .. • N/A 3,582 

Grand total .................................................... .. N/A 10,669 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used hy the CSIM project. 
KIA. This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or co~laint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment. 

Disposed 

NIA 
-.!iffi. 

N/A 

4,092 
-.!iffi. 
4,0921 

4,092i 

iOata are not complete: 
Oisposition data were available for felony/_isdeweanor cases only. They do not include any civil cases or any cri.tnal appeals. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 

End 
pending 

NIA 
-.!iffi. 

N/A 

N/A 
-.!iffi. 

N/A 

N/A 
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RHODE ISI.AND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of ll.ited jurisdiction 

8 divisions, 13 ju4ges 
January I, 1979 to Decelber 31, 1979 

425 

End Beginnlng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Child: 
law: 

H/A 23,425 18,425 NIA Regular civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SMall cla111S .1 ••••••• 1 ••• I" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •• I •••• -.!iffi. ~ 5,869 ~ 

Total civil ................................................... .. NIA 31,586 24,294 N/A 

Cri.inal d: 
Mbdl!llll!anoriJ .......................................... . .... .. H/A 28,423j 27,166j N/A 
Preli.inary hearing: 

Felony ••• II •••• I' •••••••••• II ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ -.LJ:!L ..L.!1.Q. . NIA 

Total criminal N/A 35,720 

Traffir.ij: 

Total traffi d NIA (j) 

Grand total i .............. :, ..................................... . NIA 67,306i 

Jury Non -j ury 
Clvll ........................ 2,642 
Cri.tnal and traffic ......... 985 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,637 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Total 
"2,il4i 

985 
3,637 

34,336 

(J) 

58,630i 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Criminal trials include 

changed pleas. 
iData are not complete: 

Misdemeanor and grand total figures do not include motor vehicle violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the 
Department of Transportation. 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

Traffic (motor vehicle) violations .handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the Oepartment of Transportat.ion are not included 
in figures given. 

jExplanation of data included in the cate90ry: 
Traffic cases not handled by the Administrative Adjudication Oivision are included with the misde.eanor data. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Trial data were provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts dUring data verification. 

mlnformation on disposition type on trial data: 
The number of cri.lnal trials includes cases disposed after a changed plea. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Re~ort on the Judiciary, 1979 (Providence, Rhode Island). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed were necessary. and additional information was provided by the Administratve Office of t~~ 
Courts dUring data veriftcation. 
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RHOOE ISLAND FAMILY COURT 

Court of 11.lted jurisdiction 
4 counties. 11 judges 

January 1. 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Do.estfc relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Absolute divorce ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ................................. , .................. . 
Other domestic relations: 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..•••••••..••..••••.••.••.••. & ••••••• oj ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Juvenile: 
Crt.lnal-type offense: 

Waywardldelinquent ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Dependency, neglect, and abuse ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Child marriages ............................................. . 
Other ••••• fI'" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total juvenile 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

Beginning 
.oendlng 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

MIA 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N./A 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj~ct. 
MIA a this case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Disposed End 
pending Filed 

5,188 N/A N/A 
492 N/A N/A 

137 N/A N/A 
5,817 ~ ~ 

5,817 N/A N/A 

7,195 N/A N/A 

589 MIA N/A 

63 MIA MIA 
310 N/A N/A 
373 ~ ~ 

8,157 N/A MIA 

13,974 lilA MIA 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Re~ort on the Judiciary, 1979 (Providence, Rhode Island). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed were necessary. 

RHOO~ ISLAND MUNICIPAl COURT 
Court of ll.fted jurisdiction 

2 courts 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Municipal Court for 1979. The Municipal Courts are local courts operated 
Independently by two cities. 

RHOOE ISLAND PROBATE COURT 
Court of 11.lted jurisdiction 

39 courts, 39 judges 
January I, 1979 to Decelber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Probate Court for 1979. The Probate Court function is handled by Independent probate 
judges chosen and paid by each of the 39 cities and towns. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate Jurisdiction over all cases 
origir~ating in Circuit, Family, or 
County Courts. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (16) 
31 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100 (m.,y vary to 

$1,000). 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (except if 

heard in inferior courts). 
- Juvenile (if no Family Court). 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
,16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Family support. and protection. 

Adoption, divorce. 

Jury tri.lls. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquent, 
neglected, or abandoned children. 

No jury trials. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (46) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Estates, business of minors and in

competents, guardians, trustecs, 
mental commitments. 

- Juvenile (if no Family Court). 

No jury trials. 

Indicates route Gf ~ppeal. 

COUNTY COURT (8)" 
Sjudges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil actions under $7,000 (but may 

vary to $25,000), divorce, adoptions. 
- Some accept guilty picas, some hear 

certain felonies. 

Jury trbls. 

t 

t 
MAGISTRATE COURT (319) 
319 maglstr.ltes 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and landlord-tenant under $200 

(but mal' vary to $1,000). 
- Criminal with fine less than $200 

or scntence less than 30 days. Felony 
preliminaries. No criminal jurisdiction 
if there 15 a County Court. 

J\try trials. 

t 

CIVIL AND 
CRIMINAL COURT (11)" 
Ujudges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law and equity under $],000 (but 

may vary to $300,000). 
- Some have limited criminal jurisdic

tion, others hear all but serious 
felonies (sentence less than 10 years). 

Jury trials. 

t 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (7.41) 
241 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violallons, 

criminal with fine less than $100 
and sentence less than 30 days. 

Jury trials. 

] 

t 
'During the court year, aU Count)' Courts and Civil and Criminal Courts were phased out and cases pending In them were transferred to the Circuit 
Ccurt. None were left 01'1 July 1, 1979 at the dose of the court year. . 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

427 
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SOUTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to Deceftber 31. 1979 

Beg1nn1ng Filedd 
pending Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Cfvflj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crf.inalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction ~: 

Postconvictfon ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary Etter •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions (supersedeas. extensions of time, motion to 
d i smi s s. ect.) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Motions to settle record ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings 

Manner of disposition 

Regular opinions •••••••••••••••••••• 261 
Memorandum opinions ••••••••••••••••• 246 

X 
X 

)( 
--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

-X 

125fh 

o 
o 
Of 

Of 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

433 
184 

85 
702 

5 
8 

13 

----rr 

715 

437 
251 
688 

688 

Disposition of appeals 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

507 

429 
245 
674 

674 

Affi rmed ....................... ?56 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 23 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••• 48 
Affirmed and remanded •••••••••• 3 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 
Other .......................... 82 

Blank space" Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the cour't. 
X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total. but Were not available by category. 

dCase definition ~r unit of count: 

End 
pending 

2.20 
89 

24 
-333 

0 
0 
0 

-0 

333 

8 
6 

---ll 
14 

In this court. cases are counted at docketing rather than at the filing of the notice of appeal. Many cases are dismissed between filing 
the notice of appeal and docketing. In 1979, 1,816 notices of appeal were filed: 766 were docketed, 780 dismissed, and 510 pending at 
the end of the year. 

fBeglnning ~ending figure for the 1979 court year does ont equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report or calCUlated from figures given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
The beginning pending figure for total cases was computed from the filed. disposed, and end pending figures given in the unpublished data 

provided by the Clerk of the Court. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil appeals include "straight" appeals and Rule 29 appeals and appeals of cases from the Family Court. 
Cril!linal appeals include regular and "no merit" appeals. 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina. Annual Report 1979 (Darlington, South Carolina), and unpublished data supplied by the 
clerk of the court. Statistics are from the annual report and the unpublished data except that totals have been computed Where 
necessary. 
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Child: 

Total ci vll 

Cri.inald: 

SOUTH CAROLINA CIRCUIT COURTab 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 circuits, 31 judges 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979b 

Beginning 
pending 

18,301f 

FelQny/~lsdemeanor: 
Criminalj • ................................ ...... ............. 8.639f 

Total criminalj •••••••••• ................. •••. .................. a,639f 

Grand totalj 

Cri.inal dispositions 

Conviction ........................ . 
Gulfty plea--whole charge •••••••••• 
Guilty plea--other charge •••••••••• 
Acquit.tal ......................... . 
Di smi ssed (judi ci a 1 di smi ssa I) ••••• 
Nol-prossed ....................... . 
Bail forfei!ure (bond estreated) ... 
Transferred •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1,255 
21,536 
2,026 

340 
1,173 
5,831 

52 
544 

26,940f 

Cri.inal: 
Felony/.isde.eanor 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Filed 

36,349 

31,746 

31,746 

68,095 

Disposed 

31,368 

32,757 

32,757 

64,125 

Age of pending caseload 

0-90 91-180 181-365 
days ~ ~ 

2,282 1,419 1,023 

429 

End 
pending 

23,282 

7.628 

7,628 

30,910 

365-540 Over 540 
~ days 

552 2,352 

The Circuit Court in South Carolina is divided fnto two parts: civil cases are heard in Court of Common Pleas, crf.inal cases in the Court 
of General Sessions. 

bparticular cOUrt or reporting system information: 
On July I, 1979 the County Courts were phased out, and all cases pending in them were transferred to the C~rcuit Court. 
The reporting period for this court changed in 1979 from the fiscal year to the calendar year. As a result, there is a 6-month lapse in 

d 
reporting data between 1978 and 1979. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

j Figures are as given in the annual report and additional information. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

Criminal dat~ for felony/~isdemeanor. total criminal, and grand total include cri.inal cases handled in the County Court and Civil and 
Criminal Court. 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1980 (Darlington, South Carolina). Statistics are from annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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SOUTH CAROlINA COUNTY COURfb AND CIVIL AND CRIMINAL COURri.k 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
sb courts. 8 judges; 11 courts, 11 judges 

July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979b 

EIld Beginning 
pending Disposed pending 

Child: 

Total civil ..................................................... 8,040 7,419ik 10,667i 4,792 

Total criminal .................................................. (k) (k) (k) (k) 

Grand total ....................................................... 8,040i 7,419ik lO,667i 4,792i 

Chil 410 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

Civil disposit.ions 

Sett 1 ement ..................... . 
Voluntary dismissal ••••••••••••• 
Involuntary dismissal/nonsuit ••• 
Default ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer to other court ••••••••• 
Final order ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other disposition ••••••••••••••• 

iData are not complete: 

887 
2,198 
1,103 
3,439 

196 
1,754 

680 

During the year, nine County Courts were phased out and all cases 
pendi ng in them were transferred to the Ci rcuft Court. On 

Data for crl~inal cases handled in this court are not available 
here. 

July I, 1979, the remaining eight courts were phased out and kAdditional information: 
all cases pending in them were transferred to the Circuit Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 

No new cases were filed in the County Court after April 1, 1979 
by order of the Supreme Court. 

Pending. filed, and disoosed figures for total criminal are 
included in the crilrinal section of the Circuit Court data 
chart. A total of 2,728 criminal warrants were filed. The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 

A trial is counted if the case is concluded by trial, and judgment 
on the verdi ct has been rendered and fi 1 ed. 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1980 (Darlington, South Carolina). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 46 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

End Beglnning 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Clvl1 dj: ....................................................... .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violationJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

__ X 

15,763 

__ x 

Total traffic.................. ........ ......................... X 

Juvenilei ....................................................... . 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

__ X 

X 

17,999f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were 

X 

41,30B 

X 

X 

X 

X 

52,635 

not available by category. 

X __ X 

43,738 13.333 

__ X X 

X X 

__ X X 

X X 

55,259 15,375 

bparticular court or reporting information: jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The reporting period for this court changed in 1979 from the 

fiscal year to the calendar year. As a reSUlt, there is a 
6-roonth lapse in reporting between 1978 and 1979. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

compl ai nt. 
fBeginning figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end 

pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figure is as given in the annual report. 

The civil jurisdiction of this court includes da.estic relations 
marriage dissolution, support/custody, adoption, other domestic 
relations, and other civil cases. 

The traffic jurisdict10n of this court includes juvenile traffic 
law violations only. 

The juvenile jurisdiction of this court includes cri.inal type 
offense, non-offense, and other juvenile cases. 

SoUrce: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1960 (Darlington, South Carolina). Stat1stics were from the an~ual report 
except that totals have been computed where nacessary. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA MAGISTRATE COURT 
Court of li.ited jllri sdiction 
319 courts, 319 ma9istrates 

January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil . ...................................................... . 
Total civil ................ ~ ................................... . 

CriMinald: 
Misdetlleanor: 

Non-traffic ................................................. . 
Preli.inary hearing ........................................... . 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 .................................................. 
Traffic: 

OWI/DUI: 
Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other traffic violation: 
Other .... " ................................................. . 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total . .................... , ................................. . 

Beglnnl ng 
pending 

5,964f 

5,964f 

x 
~ 

X 

X 

__ X 

X 

9,541f 

Filed 

88,381 

88,381 

67,951 
16,205 

84,156 

10,788 

436.948 

447,736 

620,273 

Disposed 

89,687 

89,687 

X 
15,947 

X 

X 

X 

X 

620,345 

Cri.inal and traffic Gispositions 

Hisdeleanor and traffic Civil •••••••••••••••• 
CriMin;,,1 and traffic • 

J311 
2,267 
2,578 

Non -j.!!!:,l 
~,658~ 

102,463 
127,121 

Total 
N;9D9 

104,730 
129,699 

Forfeiture/guilty plea •••• 409,981 
Nol Pros ................. . Total ................ . Bound over •••••••••••••••• 
Discharged •••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- a Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

PreliMinary hearing 

696 
12,153 
3,098 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments, arrest warrants, or summons. 
A jury trial is counted if the case is concluded by jury, and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. A non-jury trial is 

counted if the case is concluded without a jury. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

This is caused by the miSSing data for preliMinary hearing cases. 
kAdditional information: 

The Magistrate Court also issued 106,347 arrest and 1,685 search warrants. 

431 

End 
pending 

4,658 

4,658 

X 
1,360 

X 

X 

X 

X 

9,469 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1979 (DarlIngton, South CarolIna). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA PROBATE COURT 
Court of lilrtted jUrisdictton 

46 cO'.Jrts, 46 judges 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1979. 

SOUTH CAROLINA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of li.ited jurfsdiction 

241 courts, 241 judges 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions, domestic relations. 

probate. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Administrative appeals. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction. Original and 

remedial writs. 

LAWYER MAGISTRATES 
Division of Circuit Court 
7 full-time and 16 part-time m.1gistratp< 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2,000. 

Small claims, mental health. 
. Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

preliminary hearings. Committing 
magistrate, search warrant, arrest 
warrant. Serve as coroner. 

Jury trials. 

LA Y MAGISTRATES 
Division of Circuit Court 
871ay magistrates. 61 of which are also 

clerks of court. 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions and small claims under 

$500 (uncontested). 
- Guilty pleas for misdemeanors and or

dinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings. search warrant, arrest War
rant. Serve as coroner. 

No jury trials. 

-- - -----

] Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

J 
il 

SOUTH DAKOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beginning 
pending 

Total appeals ................................................. --y 

Other cases: 
Ori9inal proceedin9s: 

Original jurisdiction ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• x 
Discipliniry .............................................. . X 
Advisory opinion .......................................... . X 

Total ...................................................... . X 
Requests to appeal: 

Petition for allol/ance of appeal .......................... . 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

X 
---x 

Total cases 283fh 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion .......................... 204f11 
Order of dismissal or denial ..... 87m 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 

28 

37 
-6-5-

319 

Disposed 

x 
X 
X 

327 

Status of pending caseload l (6/30/79) 

Not ready for calendar •••••••••• 163 
Ready for argument/submission ••• 37 
Submitted and pending ••••••••••• 76 

X = The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 

TBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court ~ear does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

End 
penGing 

x 
X 
1. 
X 

)( 
--X 

276 

433 

In 1979, the court changed from the calendar year to the fiscal year as its reporting period. As a result the beginning pending figures for 
the 1979 fiscal year do not match those given as pending at the end of 1978. 

hFigure was computed: . . 
. The beginning pending figure was calculated from filed, disposed. and end pending flgures glVen in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals filed figure includes reinstated appeals. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 

These 204 opinions disposed of 233 cases. 
The.re were 89 cases disposed of by the 87 orders of dismissal or denial. 

Source: State Court Administrator's Office. Benchmark: Biennial Report of the South Dakota Unified JUdicial System. FY 1978 and 1979 (Pierre. 
South Dakota: December, 1979). Statistics are from the biennial report except that totals have completed where necessary. 



434 SOUTH DAKOTA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of ~neral jurisdiction 

8 circuits, 36 judgesC 

July 1. 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Child: 
SEn claiE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Di vorce ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardi anshi p ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 

Mental health •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi] ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

CrilRinal d: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

ilIA 
ilIA 
iliA 

iliA 

N/A 
Il/A 
N/A 

-1iLA 
N/A 

Felony ......................................................... N/A 
Hi sde.eanor: 

Cl ass 1j ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• -1iLA 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Class 2 and petty offensej 

Total traffic 

Juvenil edit: 

ilIA 

-1iLA 
N/A 

Cri.inal-type offense: 
De 1 i nqu\!ncy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 

Status offense: 
Child in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• ilIA 

Other juvenile: 
Juvenile ............................................... , ••••• -1iLA 

Tota 1 juvenil e ............................................. " .... N/A 

Grand total N/A 

Jury Non-Jurlm Total 
Civil : 

Filed Disposed 

13,014 10,201 

3,126 2,820 
626 N/A 

3,752 N/A 

3,970 N/A 

632 ilIA 
4,602 ~/A 

616 IA 
~ ~ill 

30,363 19,202i 

2,3371 2,682 

~l 10,894 

l1,485i 13,576i 

123,194jl 117,447j 

123,194 117,447j 

3,174 N/A 

446 N/A 

~ -1iLA 
5,350 N/A 

170,392 150,225i 

Criminal dispositions 

SEll claims ................ 1,104 1,104 ie~31? Guilty plea/disnlissed ..... , 

Class 1 
misdemeanors 

8,807 
1,418 Marriage dissolution ........ 

Other civil .................. 177 
Total ............................. 177 

Cri.inal: 
Felony ...................... 103 
Class 1 misdemeanors ........ 141 

Total ......................... 244 
Grand total ...................... 421 

469 469 
910 1,087 

2,483 2,660 

57 160 
528 669 
585 829 

3,068 3,489 

Preliminary hearing held.. 786 

_Civil dispositions 

Oefaul t 
Small claiE ............ ••• 9:09'T 
Marriage dissolution ••••••• 2,351 
Other civil ................ 5,094 

f 

I: 
I' 
)1 
Ie 
L 

End I, 
pending I! 

N/A 
11 

iilA \ 
N/A 
N/A 

I' 

N/A I' 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

..JJll. 
N/A 

N/A 

-1iLA 
N/A 

-1iLA 
N/A 

ilIA 

N/A 

-1iLA 
N/A 

ilIA 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 
This court is also served by 7 full-time and 16 part-time lawyer 
magistr~tes (11.7 FTE), 26 lay magistrates, and 61 lay 
magistrates/clerks (6.5 FTE). 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or 

indictments. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of referrals. 
A jury trial is counted When the jury is sworn. 
A non-,jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement 

i or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
Data ar~ not complete: 

Total misdemeanor and criminal cases filed and disposed and trial 
data do not include criminal Class 2 misdemeanor cases. These 
cases are included in the grand total filed and dispose!! 
f1 gures. 

Trial data do not include Class 2 misdemeanors, or any traffic or 
juvenile data. 

Total civil disposed figure does not include adoption. probate, 
or mental health cases. 

Sour'ce: 

The grand total disposed figure does not include civil adoption, 
. probate, mental health. or juvenile cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Offenses included in Class 1 misdemeanors are reckless driving, 
simple assault, and driving while intoxicated. 

Offenses included in Class 2 misdemeanors are approximately 
80% traffic case5. The remaining 20% are criminal cases and 
include disorderly conduct, prostitution. and gambling. Petty 
offenses are defined as vehicle equipment violations. 

The total number of these cases filed and disposed are given in 
the traffic category since traffic is the majority of these 
cases. 

Traffic data for OWIIoUI cases are included in with the Class 

k 
misdemeanor data on the court profile. 

Additional information: 
The juvenile caseload is handled by the court services 

department. There were 46.5 full-time equivalent court service 
officers during 1979. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Filing figures for criminal and traffic cases were supplied by the 

administrative office of the court during data verification. 

ere 
administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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TENNESSEE COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Constitutional issues, workmen's 

compensation, and state revenue 
appeals. 

- Constitutionalit~· of a statute or 
ordinance. 

- Review of other appellate court 
decisions. -

~ ____ ~1~~~~ __ 1 __ 
COURT OF CRIMINAL 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
12 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Hears only civil app~als. All civil 

excepl those to Supreml' Court. 

Workmen's compensatron. 
judgments involVing 
constitutional and other 
public l.lIv questions. 

APPEALS (3) 
Qjudges 
jurisdiction: 
- Hears only criminal appe"ls. Cases 

under post-conviction procedure act, 
~f~e=lo~n~ie=S~'I~n~is_d_em __ ea_n.o_r_s ____ ~ ______ __ 

+ 
CHANCERY COURT 
(21) 
27 chancellors 
jurisdicti()!': 
- EqUltv cases over $50. dlvot(e. 

adoplion, and ciVil cases (exlept 
tortl. Appeals of administrative 
agency cases 

Appeals de nuvo 

PROBATE COURT (7) 
2)uJges, 1 county Judge. 5 
general sessl"n ,udges also 
serve 
Jurisdiction 
- AdmlOlstratlon of estal('s, 

probale of Wills. guardIanship 

I\:u Jury Inals 

t 1 
LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT (4) I 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) CRIMINAL COURT (13) 

4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

581udges 
jurisdlcllon' 

2b ludges 
jumdi(lI,m: 

- Law and eqUity cas('s over $50. dIVllru.', landlmd and tenant, 
adoption. equltY,lh,lntery. ~
conlracts and dem.lllus u\"(~r 
$50 {$3.000 f.,r. sume <oul'liesl. 

- Felonies. mIsdemeanors 
Appeals de nOVl' 
jury tmls 

Jury trials 
Appeals de novo 

lurv tnals 

.l Dyer. GIbson. Montgllmery' __ -;L ~ __________ , 
~ and SullIvan (ounhes ~ 

.. .. ~ (,vll "'~ <nnllnal 
(rumnal 

I ~_ I~~ _____ ~T~~--.~ 
.... C.,...O.,...U...."N:-:::::-TY:-:-::C~O:-:-U:::R:-=T~(::-:9 S~)' JUVENILE COURT (14) GENERA L SESSIONS 

I COURT (92) 81 ,udges ,lnd 20 ("unty 15,uveOlle ,udges, 23 genera ~ 
,halrmen sessllln ,udges, 11aw and eqUIty "'77 full-trme and .. 38 part-tIme ,udges 

lunsdldion' ,udge, 2111unly luuges, and 8 jurisdilllon dl .I d 
• Probate. admlOlstratlOn llf wuntv .xe. ullves alsu serve • C,v,l (,15e5 under $5,000, I,ln or an 

estates, junsd,llllln lenant Rell1vCtyuf personal properly 
• juveOlle hf no juveOlle (ourtl • Adults ",ntnbullng In tll $10.000 Equity lases under $1.5~(1 

ul·lln1luemy 01 mlnur Sllnll'lourls heard,vot(c, wllrkrnen. 
Nlllury Irlals • lu\"eOlI(' (llmpensalillO 

_ M,sdemeanllrs tflne less than $50. 
No lury tnal senlen,e less Ihan 1 Y"ar~. prel,mlOary 

heanngs 
- Some wurts hl'ar luvenlle 

NUlury trt.ll 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (2) 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~300) 
]'l2Iudges 
junsdi<tllln' 21ustlles Ilf Ihe peale 

junsd" tllm . 
• Civil at tlons under $3,000 
• M'Sdl.'meantlrs IflO(, less Ihan $50. 
sentf:m(' I(.'~s than 1 yearl 

Nu lury trials. 

t Indicates roule of appeal. 

• Clly ordlnan,e Vllllallons (fine less 
Ih,ln $50 •• enleme less I!un 30 d,,),S). 

N"lury Inals 

-

-

--

Court 
of lasl 
resort 

Intcrmedi,\te 
,'ppellat .... 

courts 

Cuurls uf 
general 

IIJrlsdidl,lll 

(,'urls uf 
limited 

lun.dlllsun 

, ~I 

\ 

TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnnl ng 

437 

End 

Cases: 
Filed Disposed pending pending 

Appeals ..... _ ................................................. _ 
Tota I appea Is ........................................ _ ••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

46h 
~h 

142h 
--n211 

188h 

1~~e 227 
TS9 1 e ~rr--

695 574 1121 )I'! ~95 574 m)l~ 

854 (l21)e 801 (121)e 

Disposition of cases 

Manner of d1~position 
Affirmed ........................... . 

Requests 
APP6SlS to appeal Total 

b8 
22 
25 Opinions •••••••••••••••• ., •• 

Per curiam and orders ••••••• 
t61m 
66 

Reversed ........................... . 
Reversed and remanded ••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part--reversed in part •• 
Reversed and dismissed •••••••••••••• 
Modified and affirmed ••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed and remanded ••••••••••••••• 
Order denying petition •••••••••••••• 
Dismissals ......................... . 
Remanded ............. _ ............. . 
Trans ferred ........................ . 
Granted ............................ . 
Denied ............................. . 
Other ............................. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A c This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but Were not available by category. 
-- a Not applicable • 

22 
25 
7 

15 
4 

13 
26 
8 

16 
21 

121 
555 

2 19 

eeases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for certiorari granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the 

resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
hFigure was computed: 

7 
15 
4 

13 
26 

8 
16 
21 

121 
555 
21 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data • 
jExplanation of data Included in the cat~gory: 

These data include all reported discretionary applications except those not forwarded to the Courts as of December 31, 1979. 
mlnformatio~ on disposition type or trial data: 

In addition to the 161 majority opinions and orders, there were 15 dissents and 5 concurrences written. 

99 
--gg 

142j 
lii2j 

241j 

Source: Execut f ve Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1979 Annua 1 Report (Nashvi 11 e, Tennessee). Stat i st i cs are from the annua 1 report 
except that totals have been computed Where necessary • 
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TENNESSEE COURT OF APPEAlsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 12 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnnlng End 
d. Fil ed Oi sposed :-___________________________________________________ ~pe~n~l.~ng~ ______________________________ ~~~ ____________ ~pe.~~~ 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Requests to appea 1 .......................................... .. 

Total other case~ ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 381h 

Hanner of disposition 

Opinions •.••••••••••••••••••••• 699 
Per curiam and simple orders ••• 159 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

775 

Disposition of appeals 

858 
!i58 

858 

Affi rmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part and reversed in part •• 
Reversed and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Modified and affirmed •••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed and remanded •••••••••••••••••• 
Order denying petition ••••••••••••••••• 
Other ................................ .. 
Dismissed ............................ .. 
Transferred ........................... . 
Modified and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
This court has civil jurisdiction only. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending data were computed from filed. disposed and end pending data. 

375 
33 
88 
28 
35 
41 
42 
50 
62 
31 
64 

8 
1 

298 
298 

298 

Source: Executive Secretary. Supreme Court of Tennessee. 1979 Annual Report (Nashville. Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEAlsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 9 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Cases: 

Beglnning 
pending 

Appeals: 
Crillinal ..................................................... X 

Total appeals ........................... ............... ....... --X 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Other •• ,.................................................. X 

Requests to appeal ••• , ...................................... . 
Total other cases ..... ...... ......... ....... .................. -X 

Total cases ..................................................... 300h 

Hanner of disposition 

Opinions.... ......... .......... 57sm 
Per curiam and orders •••••••••• 95 

Filed 

650 
650 

13 

663 

Disposed 

x 
--X 

670 

Disposition of cases 

Affirmed .............................. . 
Reversed .............................. . 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part and reversed in part •• 
Reversed and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded ............................. .. 
Modified and affirmed ••• , •••••••••••••• 
Affirmed and remanded •••••••••••••••••• 
Order denying petition ••••••••••••••••• 
Other ................................ .. 
Dismissed ............................ .. 
Transferred .......................... .. 
Modified and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
Blank space a Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled ~y the court. 
N/A D This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by categol'Y· 

aCourt jUrisdiction: 

h 
This court has criminal jurisdiction only. 

Figure was computed: 
Begi nnl ng pendi ng fi gures were computf,d From filed. disposed and end pendi ng fi gures • 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
There were also 15 concurrences and 14 dissents written. 

478 
1 

28 
10 
17 
17 
11 
9 

14 
10 
74 
o 
1 

439 

End 
pending 

x 
--X 

293 

Source: Executive Secretary. Supreme Court of Tennessee. 1979 Annual Report (Nashville. Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE CIRCUIT COURT AND CRIMINAL COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
31 circuits. 58 judges; 13 circuits. 26 judges 

J~nuary 1. 1979 to Decewber 31. 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Damages/torts ............................................... . 
Contract: 

Contracts/debts .................................... ,. ....... . 
Real property rights: 

Real estate IlIatters ......................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Petitions modifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
S~pport/custodY: 

Reciprocal support ...................................... : .. 
Adoption ...................... , ............................ .. 
Other domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Trusts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other estate: 
Probate/conservatorship/guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Henta 1 health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of ad~inistrative agency case: 
Appeal from administrative hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax matter ............................................... .. 
Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal from lower court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy .............................................. . 

Other elyi I: 
Contempt proceeding •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other non-domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Beginnin,:! 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Total civil ..................................................... 49.7631 

Criminal d: 
Felony/Misdemeanor: 

Acts against persons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Acts against property......... ........ .............. ......... X 
Acts against public •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total ................................................. ~ ........ ___ I 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 ................................................... X 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

OWl .......................................................... __ X 

Tota 1 tra ffi c 

Grand total 

Civil dls(!osltions 

Judgment after trial •••••••••••••••• 
Oefault judgment •••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled ........................... .. 
Dismissed .......................... . 
Divorce decree •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption decree ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Termination in probate •••••••••••••• 
Ruling of petition •••••••••••••• , ••• 
Summdry judgment •••••• , ••••••••••••• 
Transfe,' to another court ......... .. 
Special remedy relief ••••••••••••••• 
Cite for contempt ................. .. 
Other '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''".,,'''''',,'''''''''''' 

5.261 
791 

6.768 
13.876 
14.078 

610 
5B 

2.996 
381 
595 
81 

465 
656 

X 

72,2091 

End 
Fi led Disposed pending 

9,803 

2,486 

711 

19,624 
2,999 

22.623 

4,090 
744 
376 

27,833 

13 

91 
104 
376 

ll5 
10 

2,996 
3.121 

5,256 
8,377 

253 

648 
567 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
).. 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

1,215 X __ X 

51,158 46,616 54.305h 

3,738 X X 
16,111 X X 
7.476 X X 

..1.?,2li X __ X 

27,325 X X 

3,398 X __ X 

3,398 X X 

81,881 74,935 79,155h 

Criminal dis(!ositionsm 

Convicted after trial ••••••••••••••• 2,799 
Acqui tted """""""""""""""""""""""" It"" 821 Guilty plea ......................... 16.646 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 2.578 
Nolle p~osequi •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,059 
Remanded--general sessions •••••••••• 202 
Special remedy relief ••••••••••••••• 5BB 
Transfer to another court ........... 52 
Unapprehended defendant ••••••••••••• 635 
Other •••••••••••• , ••• ".............. 1 .. 939 

I 

If 
11 

~ 
i 
I 
I , 
; 
1 
I 
I 
I 

__________________________________________________________________ ~441 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of Informations or indictments. 

h 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Figure was computed: 
End pending figure was computed from filed, disposed. and beginning pending data. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning pending data were obtained from the 1978 end pending data. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Criminal dispositions includes traffic dispositions. 

Source: Executive Secretary. Suprem~ Court of Tennessee. 1979 Annual Re(!ort (Nashville. Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE LAW AND EQUITY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 courts, 4c judges 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Beglnmng 
pendin9 

Child: 
Tort: 

Damages/torts ............................................... . X 
Contract: 

Contracts/debts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Real property rights: 

Rea 1 estate matters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Oo.estic rel~tions: 

Marriage di~lso1ution: 
Di v.orc~ _, .................................................. . 
Petiti-ons ............................................... .. 

X 
X 

Total ..................................................... . X 
Support/custody: 

Reciprocal support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Adoption .................................................. .. X 
Other doaestic relations ................................... . X 

Total ...................................................... .. X 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Trusts ................................................... . ;. 

Total ....................................................... . X 
Menta I Ileal th ................................................ . X 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Workmen's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Appeal from administrative hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Tax matter ............................................... . X 

Total .................................................... .. X 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal from lower court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Total ....................................................... . X 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy ............................................. . X 

Other civil: 
Contempt ................................................... . X 
Other non-domestic relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total ...................................................... .. X 

Tota 1 ci vil ~,789f 

Grand total ...................................................... 3,789f 

Civil dispositions 

Judgment after trial.................. 303 
Default judgment •••••••••••••••••••••• 72 
Sett led ............................... 254 
Di smissed ............................. 914 
Divorce decree ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,357 
Adoption decree ••••••••••••••••••••••• 70 
Termination of probate •••••••••••••••• 113 
Ruling on petition ••••. 'e ••••••••••••• 153 
Summary judgment •••••••••••••••••••••• 6 
Transfer to another court ••••••••••••• 229 
Speci a 1 remedy re 1 i ef ................. 34 
Cite for contempt ••••••••••••••••••••• 71 
Other ................................. 37 

Boldface headings indicate the classification~ used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

311 

313 

110 

1,96! 
172 

2,136 

382 
139 

20 
2,677 

169 

9 
178 

46 

193 
2 

10 
205 

131 
336 

14 

154 
61 

-ill 
4,200 

4,200 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 

d 
Fourteen additional chancellors/judges disposed of 10 percent of the total dispositions. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case 1s counted with the fl1ing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Fi gures ·are as gi ven in the state's annual report,. 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X /: 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X __ X __ X 

3,613 4,9509 

3,613 4,9509 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1979 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary.' I 

TENNESSEE CHANCERY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 chancery divisions. 27c chancellors 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Damages/torts ............................................... . 
Contract: 

Contracts/debts ............................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Real estate matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DOMestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Petitions modifications ................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Support/custody: 

Reciprocal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption .................................................... . 
Other dOftll!stic relations .................................... . 

Total ........... , ............................................ . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate .................................................. . 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Trusts .................................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Mental health .................. , .............................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of a~inistrative agency case: 
Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal from administrative hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax matter ................................................ . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal from lower court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Extraordinary writ: 
Sped a 1 remedy ............................................. .. 

Other civil: 
Contempt ............................................ _ ....... . 
Other non-domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Begl nm n'!· 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

29,828f 

29,B28f 

Civil dispositions 

Judgment after trial •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default judgment •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled .................................. . 
D!~mi.ssed ............................... .. 

--Oi vorc~ decree .......................... .. 
Adopt i on \decree .......................... . 
Terminath~n of probate .................. .. 
Ruling on petition •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Summary judgment •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer to another court ••••••••••••••••• 
Special remedy relief ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cite for contempt ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other ••.•• J1 •• " ••••••• " ••••••• '\ •• " ••••••••• 

Filed 

531 

4,447 

2,025 

15,446 
2,638 

18,OB4 

55 
1,450 

160 
19,749 

1.361 

45 
1,406 

518 

2,849 
197 
212 

3,258 

24 
3,282 

778 

508 
1,292 
1,800 

34,536 

34,536 

3,456 
771 

2,859 
8,774 

11,396 
1.227 
1,075 
1.701 

180 
90 

223 
552 
991 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X __ X 

33,295 35,4269 

33,295 35,4269 

CJudge 1Ilformat.lon: _ ,... -
Circuit jUdges hear chancery cases in the Special 11th and 17th Chancery Divisions. Chancery cases in Dyer and Gibson Counties are heard 

by the judge of the Law and Equity Court since there is no Chancery Court in either of these two counties. Five percent of the 

d 
dl spos i ti ons were handl ed by judges temporarilY assi gned-to- hear chancery cases. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is rounted with the filing of a petition or complaint.' 

fBeginning pending fIgure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figUre for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pendi n9 does not equal tile difference between fi 11 ng$ and dtspos i tl ons : 
Figures are as given in the state's annual report. 

S'ource: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tenness,ee I 1979 Annual Rep,ort (Nash"i 11 e. Tennessee). Stat I sti cs are from the annual report 
e~cept that totals have been computed where necessar5'.-
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TENNESSEE GENERAL SESSIONS COURTi 

Court of li.ited jurisdiction 
92 counties;lV'77 full-time an.:i"J38 part-time judges 

January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Do.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution; 
Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petitions modifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support/custody: 

Reciprocal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand total 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
KIA 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Civil dispositions i 

Filed 

2,680! 
701 

2,750i 

2i 
2i 

2.754i 

2,754i 

2,754i 

Dismissal......................... 414 
Divorce decree •••••••••••••••••••• 1,968 
Ruling on petition •••••••••••••••• 154 
Transferred ••••••••••••••••••••••• 12 
Cite for contempt ••••••••.•••••••• 22 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 48 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but data are unavailable. 
X ~ The data for this case type are included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
. A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
1Data are not complet~: 

Data were reported for only 16 out of a possible 95 counties. 

Disposed End 
pending 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

X N/A 
X N/A 

2,61Si ~ 

2,61S; KIA 

2,618i N/A 

Source: Executi ve Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennes~,ee, 1919 Annual Report (Nashvill e, Tennessee). Stati stics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE PR08ATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

7 courts: 2 judges, 1 county judge, and 5 general sessions judges serve 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1979. 

TENNESSEE COUNTY COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

95 counties: 81 judges, and 20 county chairmen serve 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1975 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court for 1979. 

TENNESSEE JUVENILE COURT 
Court of li.ited juriSdiction 

14 courts: 15 juvenile judges, 23 general session judges, 1 la~ and equity judge, 2 county judges. and 8 county executives serve 
Jlnuary 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data Dvailable for cases handled in the Juvenile Court for 1979. 

TEHNESSEE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 2 justices of the peace 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Justice of the Peace Court In 1979. 

TENNESSEE MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of ll.ited jurisdiction 

300 courts, 192 judges 
J&nuary I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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PROBATE COURT (8) 
8 judges 
JurisdiCtion: 
• Probate matters. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

TEXAS COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 

COURT OF CRIMINAL 
APPEALS 

Jurisdiction: 9 judges 
Jurisdiction: Final appellate jurisdiction in 

civil and juvenile cases. - Final appellate jurisdiction in 
criminal cases 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
(14) 
51 justices 
jurisdictiun: 
- Civil appeals. 

Civil Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (300) 
300 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500. divorce. title 

to land. contested elections. probate. 
• Felonies. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo in probate. 
jury trials, 

~ 
Probate 

~ ________ -L _____ ~~ _____ 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
COUNTY COURT (254) 
254 judges. 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $200. and under 

$1.000. 
• Exclusive jurisdiction of mis

demeanors with fin~ greater than 
$200 or jail sentence except· where 
there is Criminal District Court. 

Appeals de Jl.:)vO. 

Six-man jury trials. 

j 

MUNICIPAL COURT" 
(:::::1,000) 
~1.000 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 

ordinance violations. Misdemeanors 
with fine less than $200. 

jury trials. 

CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies . 

jury trials. 

& 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
(98) 
98 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5.000. Varied 

limited jurisdiction over civil, 
- Varied Iimih'd jurisdiction over 

criminal, 
Appeals de novo. 
Six-m.1Il jury tria is. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT" (970) 
970 judges 
jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $500. 
• Criminal caSes with finc less 

than $200. Preliminary 
hearings. 

jury trials. 

'Some MUilicipal and justice of the Peace Courts may appeal to the District Court. 

] 
] 

Courts 
of last 
resort 

intermediate 
appellate· 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

445 
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TEXAS SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ............................................... .. 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Injunction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary: 

Judicial suspension proceeding ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ................................................... .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of: 

Mandamus (civil) ........................................ . 
Mandamus (criminal) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus .......................................... .. 

Beglnm ng 
pending Filed 

24 (85)e 
24 (8S)!! 

( 4)e 
( 8)e 
( Ole 

6 
6 (12)e 

1 
7 (12)e 

137 
7 

14 

Disposed 

84 
84 

4 
8 
0 
6 

18 

1 
19 

126 ( 8)e 
9 ( o!e 

12 ( 4 e 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 

5 
4 
2 
o 

11 
141 
152 

l'54 

3 2 ( Ole 
161 149 ( 12 e 

Applications for writs of error •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 822 642 (134)e 
Total ...................... , ............................... . 

Total other cases ............................................ . 
983 791 (146je 
990 (12)e 810 (146 e 

Total cases ................................................... .. 184 1,014 (97)e 894 

Other proceedi ngs: . 
Rehearing requestsJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24 357 3401< 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 166 166 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24 523 506 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••• 93m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••• 20 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Set for subm.i ss i on .................. 22 
Under submission •••••••••••••••••••• 33 

Disposition of cases 

Affirmed Court of Civil Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed judgment of trial court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed judgment of trial court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed Court of Civil Appeals, affirmed trial court •• 
Reversed and remanded to Court of Civil Appeals •••••••• 
Reversed and remanded to trial court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and rendered •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed as moot ..................................... . 
Writs granted ........................................ .. 
Relator discharged (withdrawn by petitioner) ••••••••••• 
Relator remanded ..................................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X ~ The data for this case type ~re known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: jExplanation of data included in the category: 

(146)e 

Civil 
~ 

15.5 
3 
2 

24 
4 

14.5 
11 
1 

End 
pending 

091 
o 
o 
o 
091 

01 
01 

8 
2 
o 
1 

11 
187 
198 -mg 

1989 

41 

41 

Original 
jurisdiction 

o 
18 

2 
2 

The Supreme Court is the court .of last resilrt for civil cases 
only. 

Rehearing requests include motions for rehearing of causes, 
motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error, 

eCa~es not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Motions for leave to file petitions for writs of mandamus, habeas 

corpus, or prohibition, and applications for writs of error when 
granted are not counted as disposed cases until the associated 
original jUl'isdiction cases or appeals are disposed. Similarly, 
a filing is not counted for the re~ulting original jurisdictfon 
case or appeal. These granted petitions and applications are 
the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

gChange in pending doees not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions. 

Figures are as given in the annual report or as calculated from 
data given in the annual report or supplied by the clerk of the 
court. 

and motions for rehearing of motions for leave to file petition. 
kAdditional information: 

Of the 340 motions for rehearing disposed, 11 were granted. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

The numbers of original proceedings cases pending were supplied 
by the clerk of the court. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The court also filed 16 dissenting opinions and 4 concurring 

opinions. 
hFigure was computed: 

Pending figures for civil appeals were calculated by subtracting 
the number of all other cases pending from the total number of 
cases pending given in the annual report. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: May, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been r.omputed where necessary. and additional information wa~ supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALsa 
Court of last reso~t 

9 judges 
JAnuary I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Crt.inal: 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reinstated criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc., granted •••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 

BeglnOlng 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

T,"5UT 

Filed Disposed 

3,O~1 X 
87 X 

(l45)e X 
3,108 (145)e 2,522 

Requests to appeal: 
Habeas corpus and mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................ . 
1,737 1.635 p45)e 
1,737 1,635 1~5)e 

Total cases .................................................... . 2,598f 4,845 (145)e 4,157 (145)e 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests 

Total other proceedings 

Manner of disposition 

Other Other 
Appeals cases proceedings Total 

Signed opinion ............ 589f11 
Per curiam ................ 1,935 
With written order ........ 11 X X 

Status of pending appeals (12/31/79) 

Under submission on rehearing ••••••••••••••••••• 
Under original submission ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unsubmi tted ................................... .. 
Pending on motion for rehearing ••••••••••••••••• 
On appeal to U.S. Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Waiting to become final or for motion for leave 

to file motion for rehearing •••••••••••••••••• 
On motion for leave to file motion rehearing •••• 

589 
1,935 

60 
468 

2,578 
4 
7 

76 
45 

181 

o 

o 

603 603 

603 603 

Oisposition of cases 

Affirmed ................................ . 
Reformed and affirmed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Oismissed .............................. .. 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed ............................... .. 
Remanded to trial court for hearing on 

puni shment ............................ . 
Abated .................................. . 
Reversed and dismissed ••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and bail granted •••••••••••••••• 
Granted with opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Granted in part, denied in part •••••••••• 
Granted with order ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Denied .................................. . 
No action ............................... . 
Hearing ordered •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space R Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Court of Criminal Appeals is the court of last resort for cri.inal cases only. It has no original jurisdiction. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Appeals 
1,812 

40 
152 
164 

4 

12 
75 
57 
o 

170 
o 

36 

447 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

3,238 

3,286 

o 
o 

Requests 
,!;o appeal 

7 

123 
o 

11 
1,596 

48 
32 

Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc., when granted, are not counted as disposed until the associated habeas corpus appeal is 
d1Sposedj a new filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. The applications granted are the figures appearing in parentheses. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year' does not equai the end pending figure for tile 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and beginning pending data. There were 91 of the 227 habeas corpus petitions 

under consideration at year end. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The court also ffled 118 dissenting opinions, 41 concurring opinions, and 3 opinions -:lissenting in part, concurring in part. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: May, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COURTS OF CIVIL APPEALsa 
Intermediate appellate court 
14 diY"~ si ons. 51 justi ces 

January I, J.979 to DeceniJer 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beglnnlng 
pending Filed Disposed 

Civil ••• •••• •••••••• ••••••• •••••••••••••• •••• •••••••••••••••• 1.304 2.445 
2,445 

2.270k 
2;""27Ok Total appeals .................................... ............. 1.304 

Other cases: 
Ori gi na I proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••• l,917m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••• 123 

Time interval data (average months) 

Filing to disposition ••••••••••• 6.5 
Submission to disposition ••••••• 2.3 

Age of pending caseload 

Under 5 months •••••••••••••••••• 1,075 
6+ to 12 months ••••••••••••••••• 362 
Over 12 months •••••••••••••••••• 42 

1,304 2,445 2, 21 ok 

Disposition of appeals 

Affi rmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rev~rsed and rendered •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part and rendered •• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part and remanded •• 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Modified and/or reformed and affirmed •••••••••••• 
Dismissed with opinion •••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 
Oismissed without opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otherwise disposed with opinion •••••••••••••••••• 
Otherwise disposed withJut opinion ••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case mayor may not be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Courts of Civil Appeals have civil jurisdiction only. 

kAdditional information: 

Civil 
-m-

145 
34 
56 

342 
73 

176 
249 
157 
95 

End 
pending 

1.479 
l,479 

1,479 

During 1979, 29 cases were granted a rehearing after disposition. These cases were subtracted from the total number disposed and were not 
added to the number filed to avoid double counting of cases. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The 1,917 majority opinions included 1,67n in cases on the merits, 55.5 refusing rehearing, 24.5 graJlting rehearing, 107 dismissing 

appeals, and 60 other opinions. In addition. the court filed 11 concurring, and 29 dissenting op1nions. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: May, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

TEXAS DISTRICT COURT AND CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

300 courts, 300 judges; 10 courts, 10 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Civild: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Persona I i nju ry •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DoMestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Annulment ................................................ .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other d~stic relations: 

Nonadversaryj ............................................. . 
Total ."" •.•••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••.•.••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Appeal: 
Appeal of ad~inistrative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax ....................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus .............................................. .. 
Other ci vil ................................................... . 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Cri.inald: 

Felony: 
Criminal categories •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Misdemeanor ................................................... . 
~ostconviction reMedy: 

Postconviction habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Contempt, extradition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
80nd forfeitures ......................................... ,. •• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total criminal ""."." .. "" .. " .. "."."."" .. ".""",, .................... . 
Juvenile: 

Cr1mtnal-type offense: 
Delinquency ................................................ .. 

Status offense: 
Child in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile ............................................... .. 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c. 

Grand total ........................................ , .. , ......... . 

Trial di 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

84,361f 
S13f 

85,174f 

12,250f 
97,424f 

10,113f 
60,544f 
70,657f 

l,027f 
136.450 f 

336,610 

48,627f 
7,602f 

612 

657f 
5,567f 
6.224f 

63,065f 

X 

X 
___ X 

4,604f 

404,279f 

16,926 

136,387 
1,636 

138,023 

22,562 
160,585 

8,066 
20,642 
28,708 

4,926 
100,839 

311,984 

77,461 
7,950 

1,985 

1,112 
3.968 
~ 

92,476 

8,624 

1,156 
~ 

11,385 

415,845 

Disposed 

15,535 

133,801 
1,569 

135,370 

20,870 
156,240 

7,275 
19,676 
26,950 

4,814 
85.527 

289,066 

75,231 
9,886 

1,981 

1,088 
3,052 
~ 

91,238 

X 

X 
__ X 

11,283 

391,587 

Ci~il disposltionsi 

End 
pending 

449 

32,4449 

86,947 
880 

87,827 

13,942 
101,769 

10,904 
61,510 
72,4149 

1,139 
151,762 

359,528 

50,B57 
5,666 

616 

6B1 
6,483 
~ 

64,303 

X 

X 
___ X 

4,706 

428,537 

Directed 
Jury Non-jur:z: verdictm Total 

Do.estic relations ~ 
Auto Marr1age Other 

Clvili: 
Tort ...................... 648 1,363 12 
Oomestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••• 125 102,656 3 
Other •••••••••••••••••• 20 16,104 11 

Total ... ,. ............... 145 118,760 14 
Appeal: 

Agency , ................ 486 4,043 13 
Other civil .............. 1,447

i 
20,251 133 

Total ....................... 2,726 144,417i 172i 
Crf.inal: 

Felony •••.•••• lI •••••••••• 2,902 993 72 
"Isd_anor .............. 7 97 0 

Total ...................... 2,909 1,090 72 
Juvenile ....................... 159 6,648 27 

Grand total ............ " ..... 51794 152,155 271 

2,023 
Default judgment •••••• 

102,784 Agreed judgment ••••••• 
16,135 Complete summary 

118,919 judgment •••••••••••• 
Dismissed for want of 

4,542 prosecution ••••••••• 
21,831 

147,3151 
Dismissed by plaintiff 
Removed to federal 

court ••••••••••••••• 
3,967 Transferred--plea/ 

104 privilege ........... 
4,071 Other ••• " ••••••••••••• 
6,834 

158,220 

tort dtssl)lution ~ Agency civil Total i 

474 
4,538 

88 

2,849 23,177 
4,331 8,625 

21 6 

184 140 
1,027 638 

86 
684 

136 

1,449 
1,303 

4 

234 
839 

3,878 9,760 14,198 
4,634 10,632 20,488 

98 1,866 2,178 

4,365 15,693 47,533 
8,704 18,710 41,673 

10 288 329 

68 1,604 2,230 
661 5,143 8,308 

(continued on next page) 
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Texas District Court and Criminal District Court (continued) 

CriMinal dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••• 

Di rected verd'i ctm: 
Acquittal •••••••••••••• 

Non -jury tri a 1 : 
Cunviction ••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••• 
Dismissal, insufficient 

evidence ••••••••••••••• 
other dismissals ••••••••• 
Transfers •••••••••••••••• 

Felony 

2,396 
5D6 

72 

728 
265 

45,782 

4,225 
20,557 

'700 

ltisdl!llleanor 

6 
1 

o 
96 
1 

3,404 

1,149 
4,468 

761 

Total 

2,402 
507 

72 

824 
266 

49,186 

5,374 
25,025 
1,461 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X s The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or compla'int. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is s~orn. 
A non·,jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas in criminal 

cases after the start of a non-jury trial are not counted as trials. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as s-iven in the annual report. 
9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filngs and dispositions: 
, Figures are as given inthe annual report. 
1 Data are not~omplete: 
. Disposition ancl trial data for the civil category do not include dispOSitions and trials of extraordinary writs. 
JExplanation of_'~ata included in the category: 

Filings inclu~e new cases filed and other cases reaching docket. 
Dolllestic relath.'tls "nonadl!ersary" category includes adoptions, change of name, occupati ona 1 dri vers I 11 censes, dependent and negl ected 

children decisl~~s, and remov~l of disability of minority. 
mlnformation on disposdion type or trial data: 

Directed verdict cUses are counted as jury trials on the tables in Part I of this report. 

Source: Texas Judicia-] Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: May, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW. CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY COURT, AND PROBATE COURTb 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

98 courts, 98 judges; 254 courts, 254 judges; 8 courts, 8 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Civild: 

Begl nm ng 
ptlnding 

Law: . 
Other civilJ ............................ ,.................... 53,824f 

Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Auto damage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,392f 
Contract: 

Suit on debt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 45,368f 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation ................................................. 1,641f 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate .................................................... __ N/A 

Tot"l ci vil 

Crill1inal cil : 
Misdelllllanor: 

Worthless checks ........................................... .. 
Marijuana ................................................... . 
Other criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Totalj ....................................................... . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 

Traffic: 

116,225fi 

64,729f 
12,474f 

106,423f 
183,626f j 

-ill 
183,626f 

DIIl/OUI: 
Driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••• ,................... 46,868f 

Total traffic 46,868f 

Juvenile: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Delinquency...... ................................ ............ X 
Status offense: 

Child in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••• ,.............. X 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,547f 

Grilild total 348,266fi 

Trial d 

Jury Non-Jur,z: Total 
Civil : 

Law ..................... . 821 2,934 3,755 
Tort: 

Filed Disposed 

43,531 53,487 

9,853 10,137 

28,319 27,710 

546 470 

62,787 ~ 

145,036 91,804i 

35,989 34,935 
19,499 20,189 
87,668 154,977 . 

143,156 210,101J 
81,357 -tiL 

224,513 210,101 

86,158 85,509 

86,158 85,509 

11,183 X 

-~ X 

1,453 

457,160 

1,436 

388,850i 

Civil dispositions 

Auto 
Auto tort .............. . 193 517 

Contract ................ .. 66 1,173 
Real property rights •••••• 12 15 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,092 4,639 

710 
1,239 

27 
5,731 

Law tort 
Default or agreed judgments ••• ~ 3,b99 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••• 27.335 4,920 
other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,215 808 

Contract 
15,637 
9,816 
1,018 

Crblinal .................. . 
Traffic: 

OWI/OUI ••••••••••••••••••• 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••• 

1,266 

911 
3,269 

Criminal dispositions 

Jury trial: 

2,D64 

550 
7,253 

Conviction •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trf a 1 : 
Conv1 ct1 on •• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acqu1 tta 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pleas of guilty/nolo contendere ••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• 
Other ............................... . 

3,330 

1,461 
11),522 

701 
565 

1,140 
924 

77 ,379 
96,584 
32,808 

Traffic dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal .tIt •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-ju ry tri a 1 : 
Conviction •••••••••••••••••••• w •••• 

Acquittal ......................... . 
Pleas of guilty/nolo contendere •••••• 
Dismissed ........................... . 
Other •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

451 

End 
pending 

43,868 

15,108 

45,977 

1,717 

--.!Y.t 
106,670i 

65,8799 
l1,7909 

120,3699. 
198,0389J 
-.Ul 
198,!!38 

47,517 

47,517 

X 

X 

1,564 

353,7899i 

Real 
property 
ri~hts 

07 
85 
51 

491 
420 

392 
Hi8 

67,462 
14,073 
2,513 

Total 
39,825 
42,156 
4,092 

(continued on next par,e) 
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452 Texas County Court at Law, Constitutional County Court, and Probate Court (contipupe) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X " The data for this case type are known to be included ill the total but were not available by category. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
In the calendar year 1978, clerks in all counties reported data for all 12 months, a reporting rate of 100 percent. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A ci vi 1 case is counted with the fil i ng of a petiti on. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict o~ ,pcision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court ye~r does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
The number of cases pending is adjusted by computer to reflect transfers and other year-end input. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Criminal appeals pending and disposed figures are reported in the misdemeanor categories. Crinrtn~l appeals filed are reported separately. 

As a result, neither misdemeanor or criminal appeals figures balance. 
iData are not complete: 

Totai civil and grand total disposition and pending figures do not include estate cases. Filings are for all categories. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

"Other ci vil" i ncl udes a 11 of Harri s County (Houston) acti vity whi ch was not reported in the four detai 1 ed civil categori es. 
Misdemeanor totals include appeal dispositions and pending cases. Appeal filings are separated from the misdeaeanor cases. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Au~tin, Texas: May 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

TEXAS HUNICIPAL C~!JRri 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1.0DOb courts, 1,000 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnnlng End Fi 1 ed Of sposed di ______________________________________________________ ~PEen~u~·i~n~g __________________________________________________ ~p~ 

Criminald : 
Misdellleanor: 

Non-traffic 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

~ 

N/A 

394,207 

394,207 

Parking ....................................................... . 
Other traffic violation ....................................... . 

N/A 
~ 

2,689,782 
2,460.034 

Total traffic .................................................... N/A 5,149,816 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

!:'~ 
Cri.inal ••••••••••••••••• 728 
Trafflcm (other traffic 

violation) ••••••••••••• 1.990 
Total ••••• J ••••••••••••••• 2.718 

Non-jury Total 
77.594 78.322 

355.825 357.815 
433.419 435.137 

Criminal dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••• 

Non-jury tri a I: 

488 
340 

Conviction ••••••••• 70.095 
7,499 

40.052 
76.184 

..... 117.950 

Acquittal •••••••••• 
Dismissed ........... . 
Bond forfeitures 
Payments of fine 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is han(\led by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

5.544.023 

Monthly reports were requested from the 214 cities with a 1970 population of over 5.000. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

The criminal case unit af count is the number of defendants on the complaint.. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

iData are not complete: 

312,608 

312,608 

1,414,590 
2.320.841 

3,735,431 

4,048,039 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••• 

Non-jury tri al: 
Conviction ••••••••••• 
A~quittal •••••••••••• 

Dismissed •••••••••••••• 
Bond forfeitures 
Payments of fine ••••••• 

1.325 
&55 
, 

292.798 
63.021 

312.417 
174.328 

1.476,281 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

NfA 

Data reported here represent 2,292 reports out of a possible 2,568, a reporting rate of 89 percent. Data includes only courts in cHies wHII 
a 1970 population of 5,000 or greater. Data for the entire year were submitted by courts in 186 cities, incomplete data were submitted by 
courts in 14 cities, and the remaining 14 cities submitted no data for the 1978 court year. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Trial and disposition data for traffic cases include only other traffic violation cases. 

Source: Texas JUdicial Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: Hay, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been COlnputecl where necessary. 
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Child: 
Law: 

Ci vll suits 

TEXAS JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

970 courts, 970 judges 
January 1. 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

.................................................. ~ 
Total civil ..................................................... N/A 

Crillinald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Non-traffk 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

.................................................. 

.................................................. 
-.!Y.A 

N/A 

Filed 

267,928i 

267, 928i 

396,661i 

396,661i 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 1,171,450i 

Grand total ......................... " ........................... . 

Trial di 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ............... .. 
Traffic ................ .. 

Total .. , ................ .. 

J~~ 
477 

1,443 
2,655 

NOn-~Ury 
65, 99 
46,430 

139.760 
251,689 

Crillinal dispositions; 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••• 

Dismissed ..................... . 
Bond forfeitures ••••••••••••••• 
Payments of fine ••••••••••••••• 

278 
199 

42,926 
3,504 

58,768 
4.087 

163,290 

Total 
6'D,234 
48,907 

141,203 
256,344 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project 
N/A " This case type i~ handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civi~ ~ase is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The crlmlnal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 

i A trial is counted if tried to verdict or deciSion. 
Data are not complete: 

1,836,03gi 

Disposed 

200,498i 

200,498i 

273.052i 

273,052i 

1,043,390i 

1,516,940i 

Civil dispositionsi 

Settlement ••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositionsi 

Jury trial: 

Law 
77 ,630 
56,634 

Conviction •••••••••••• 1,179 
Acquittal............. 264 

Non-jury tri al : 
Conviction •••••••••••• 134,351 
Acquittal............. 5.409 

Dismissed ••••••••••••••• 62,958 
Bond forfeitUres •••••••• 16,541 
P~yments of fine •••••••• 822,68B 

453 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Data reported here represent 9,180 Justice of the Peace Court monthly reports out of a possible 11,640, a reporting rail .. If 79 percent. 
Source: Texas Judicial Council, 51st Annual Report 1979 (Austin, Texas: Hay. 1980). 

have been computed where necessary. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
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Those appeals 
allowed by the 
Supreme Court 

UTAH COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews final judgments of District 

and Juvenile Courts. Equity cases on 
questions of both law and fact. Law 
cases on questions of law only. 

- Direct review of some state 
administrative rulings. 

- General review of lower court cases 
appealled to District Court on 
constitutional issues only. 

- All appealled civil actions over $100. 

-
DISTRICT COURT (7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original civil. Civil actions. 
_ Original criminal. Felonies, 

misdemeanors. 
Appeals are heard de novo from 
Justice or the Peace Court; on the 
record from Circuit Court. 

Jury trials. 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Jurisdiction over adult misdemeanors 

LQmmitted against children. 
- Exclusive jUl'isdiction over delin

quency, dependency, neglect for 
juveniles under age 18, juvenile traffic. 

t 

CIRCUIT COURT* (12) 
33 judges 
Jurisdiction, 
- Civil actions under $5,000. 

Small claims under $400. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over city 

ordinance violations. Gass "A" 
misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

lnr:llcates route of appeal. 

t 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (210) 
160 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil actions under $750. No real 

property f.)r tax cases. 
- Small claims up to $400. 
- Class Band C misdemeanors and 

infractions (fines less than $300 and 
sentences less than 6 months). 

- Traffic caE~S, 

'The City Court was replaced effec!iveJuly 1,1978 by the Circuit Court. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cilurts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

UTAH SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CriMinal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Post conviction remedy: 

Post convi ctl on •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals of ad.inistrative ag2ncy cases: 

Administrative agencies •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile: 

Juveni I e courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other appeals: 

Interlocutory appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original writs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary Matter: 
Attorney discipline or application to bar •••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total .~1\ses .................................................... . 

Other prpceedings: 
. Other I!iatters: 

Law and mot i on 

Total other proceedings 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

tfTA 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion ..................... 300 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••• ,.. 234 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but th~ data are Unavailable. 

Filed 

377 
107 

161 

3Bl 

121 

4Bl 
598 

61B 

260 

260 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- " Not applicable. 

I Special source or revision"1n the data: 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
--X 

X 

X 
X 

-X-

534 

260 

260 

Filing f~gures for cases other than civil and cri.inal appeals were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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End 
pending 

tVA 
N/A 

N/.A. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

rm: 

N/A 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report/Utah Courts July 1. 19BO to June 3D, 19B1 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 19B1). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional figures were supplied by the clerk of the court 
during data verific~tion. 
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UTAH DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
7 districts. 29 courts. 24 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Child: 
Tort: 

Personal injury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Emi nent domai n •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
- Divorce .................................................. . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 
Mental health ................................................ . 
Appeal ....................................................... . 
Extraor4inary writ: 

Writsj ..................................................... . 
ather civil: 

Complaintsj ................................................ . 

Total civil .................................................................................. ~ .......... .. 

Cri.inald: 
Felony/.isdemeanor: 

Criminal categories ....................................... .. 
Appeal •••••••••• , ............................................ . 

Total criminal .................................. J ............. . 

Grand total 

Trial d 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

3,496 
X 
X 

X 

X 

26,299 

X 
X 

l,028f 

27,327f 

Civil dispositionsm 

Filed 

864 

81 

10,746 

3,464 
908 
229 

338 

10.881 

27,511 

2,103 
~ 

2,396 

29,907 

• 

Disposed 

X 

X 

X 

2,650 
957 

93 

X 

__ X 

23,181 

2,225 
-1lQ 

2,495 

25,676 

Criminal dispositionsm 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

4,3119 
X 
X 

X 

X 

30,7369 

X 
X 

9359 

31,6719 

Jury 

Civil II! 231 
Crfllfnalm• 279 

Total..... 510 

Non-jurx 

1,748 
146 

1,894 

Total 

1,979 
425 

2,404 

Clerk judgment •••••••• 
Summary judgment •••••• 

761 
823 

9,692 
6,226 
3,700 

Pleas of guilty •••••••••••••••••••• 1,431 
Dismissed ....... ........ ........... 369 

Defaults •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 
Other ................ . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
X 2 The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or' complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count Is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial Is counted when the jury is sworn.-
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

f8eginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Complaints (other civil) include filings not set forth in other categories, e.g., Uniform Enforcement of Support Act. 
Writs contain such matters as lirits of review, prohibition. coram nobis, and tnbeas corpus. \. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil type of disposition and trial data are given for tort, real property rights, ~stic relatfons. extraordfnary writ. and other 

civil cases. 
Criminal type of disposition and trial data are given for felonY/Misdl!llll!anor cases but noi. ';iJr' appeals. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council. Annual Report, utah Courts JU1* I, 1978-June 3D, 1979 (Salt Lake 'City, Utah: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed were necessary. 
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UTAH CIRCUIT COURTbi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 circuits. 33 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Civild: 
Small clailftS ................................................. . 
ather ch'il: 

Complaints ................................................. . 
New trials ................................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Statej ..................................................... . 
Ordinance violation: 

City ....................................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony preliminary .................... , ..................... .. 
Other criminal: 

New trials ............................... '--. ................. . 

Total criminal ........................................................... ~" ................................. .. 
Trafficd: 

Parking ...................................................... . 
Other traffic violation: 

Hoving •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nonmoving .................................................. . 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total traffic "" .............................................................................................. .. 

Grand total .......................................................................................................... 

Trial di 

Jury Non-jur.):: Total 

Civil ........ 80 4.633 4,713 
Cri.inal 350 3.525 3,875 
Traffic ...... 369 6,950 7,319 

Total ......... 799 15,108 15,907 

Criminal dispositions 

Guilty pleas ••••••••••••••••• 9,972 
• Bail forfeiture .............. 4,042 

Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 5.367 
Bound over ••••••••••••••••••• 1.941 

Beg10ning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

2!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed Disposed 

15.251i X 

22,874! X 
1301 X 

23,004i ___ X 

38,255i 30,611i 

10. 778i j X 

20,297i X 

(j) X 

111 i ___ X 

31,lB6i 25,197 

278.333i X 

141,362! X 
41,106~ X 

182,4681 ___ X 

460.801 i 355.498i 

530.242i 411,306; 

Civil dispositionsi 

Dismissed .................. . 
Defaults ................... . 
Summary judgm'ants ••••••••••• 
Clerk judgment •••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositionsi 

8,422 
12,189 
1,059 
4,228 

Guilty pleas ••••••••• , •••••• 26.392 
Bail forfeiture ••••••••••••• 313,009 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••• 8.661 

Boldface headings indfcate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

d The City Court was repealed effective July 1. 1978 and replaced by the Circuit Court. 
Case definition or unit of count: 

A civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

2!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

2!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
The trafFic case unit of count is the number of citations Issued, regardless of the number of violations contained in each cItation. 
A jury trial is counted When the jury is sworn. 

i A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
Data are not complete: 

j No data were reported for the court located in American Fork for any case categories except cri.lnal dispositions. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

State case filings include felony preliMinary hearings and state misdemeanol's. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council. Annual Re ort. Utah Courts Jul I, 1978-June 30,1979 (Salt Lake City. Utah: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that tota save een computed were necessary. 
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UTAH JUSTICE COUR'; 
Courts of li.ited jurisdiction 

210 courts, 160 justices of the peace 
July I, 1978 to June 3D, 1979 

Child: 
SIIIa 11 cl a illS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other cl vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Crimillald: 
Misdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preli.inary hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trafficd: 

OWIIOUI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parking ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

License violations ......................................... . 
Speedi ng •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "" •••••••••• 
Other Mavi ngj •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• / ••••••••••••• 
Other Non-movi ngJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ............... .. 

Total ....................................... :! .............. .. 

Total traffic ................................. ~ ............... . 

Grand total .................................................... . 

Beginn1ng 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

2,308~ 
4621 

2,770i 

14, 738~ 
3641 

15,102i 

1,445~ 
1,9461 

6,870i 
72,995i 
l1,662~ 
34,O61~ 

125,5881 

128,979i 

146,851i 

dCase definition or unit of count: iData are not complete: 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A 
~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/'" N/A 
~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

NIA N/A 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints filed. 
The traffic case unit of count is the number of violations 

Monthly statistical reports were submitted by 154 of the 183 
justices of the peace. 

contained within each citation. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report, Utah Courts July 1978-June 1979 (Salt lake City. Utah: 1979). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totars-naYe been computed where necessary. 

~IAH JUVENILE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

5 .. di stri cts, 9 judges 
January 1. 1975 to Deceaber 31. 1979 

Cria1nald: 
Mlsd_antlr: 

Adult referrals ........................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic--juvenile· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Jllvenile: 
Cri.inal-type offense: 

Criminal .................................................. .. 
Status offense ............................................... . 
Non-offi!nse: 

Dependency. neglect. abuse •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand total .................................................... . 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This Cise type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

--.ill 
254 

13.396 

13,396 

17.149 
6.61'1 

~ 

25.516 

39.166 

Disposed 

~ 

N/A 

--1Y.l 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

dCase definition or unit of count: jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures are the number of referral~. The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, 

indictments. or complaints. 

End 
pending 

-1iLA 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: . ~;.;:..:;,.:::::::=:;:;:~=:::::':-i2:t'7.t=::=-::=~.;-;;';;==:-=Re::=:;0.;..rt;;.l.~19""7..;;.9 (Salt Lake City. Utah). Statistics 
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VERMONT COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over 

writs of error. 

J 
SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
Sjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $200, title to I 

real estate, domestic relations. 
- Original criminal (mostly felony). 

Jury trials. 

~. 

J 
DISTRiCT COURT* (15) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 (except 

title to real estate). 
- Criminal cases with penalty less than 

life imprisonment. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (19) 

t Indicates route ~f appeal . 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 

adoption jurisdiction. 

No jury trials. 

] 

l 
J 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

'The District Court Was created as a court of limited jurisdiction but since its creation hae steadily increased its scope to include almost all 
criminal business except for homicides and cases where the sentence may be life imprisonment. " 
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VERMONT SUPREME COURT!> 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 

• 

July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Civil ................................................... .. 
Small claims ............................................. . 
URESA .................................................... . 
Probate ................................................. .. 
Other .................................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Criminal: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : •••• 
Traffic ................................................. .. 
Bail ..................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Postconviction re.edy: 

Postconviction ........................................... . 
Habeas corpus ............................................ . 

T"ta1 ...................................................... . 
Juvenile ................................................... . 

Total appeals ................ ......... j ..... ................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus .......................................... . 
Extraordi nary re 1 i ef .................................. .. 
Other civil ............................................ . 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary matter ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Requests to appeal ......................................... . 

Total other cases ........................................... . 

Total cases •• , ................................................ . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions requesting reargument •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

Original 
Appeals proceedings Total 

Written opinion ••••••••••• 11sm 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••• 27 
8y court order •••••••••••• 110 
Stipulation by parties •••• 110 

Age of pending case10ad 

Under 6 months •••••••••••••••• , ••• Ap~041s 
6+ to 12 months ••••••••••••••••••• 102 
12+ to 18 months •••••••••••••••••• 32 
18+ to 24 months •••••••••••••••••• 3 
24v to 30 months •••••••••••••••••• 4 
30+ to 36 months •••••••••••••••••• 1 
Over 36 months ....... "............. 2 

o 
o 
5 
o 

115 
27 

115 
110 

Original 
proceringS 

J. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Beginnin~ 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
)\ 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

2'S9f 

o 
1 
1 
2 
o 
2 

-zt 

291f 

Of 

Of 

Filed 

277 
12 
1 
X 
61 

2961 

89 
61 
5 

1001 

6 
4 

10 
9 

4I'Sk 

0 
2 
1 
3 
1 
4 

-, 

422 

29 

Disposed 

267 
1 
0 
X 
91 

2771 

X 
21 
X 

72 

7 
0 
7 
6 
~ 

0 
3 
2 
5 
0 
5 

---s-

367 

28 

28 

Disposition of ap~~als 

Written and per curiam opinions: 
Affi rmed ................................. 66 
Affi rmed and vacated in part ............. 1. 
Affirmed in part. reversed in part. and 

remanded ................................ 1 
Affirmed. vacated. and remanded •••••••••• 2 
Reversed ................................. 1 
Affirmed in part. reversed in part ••••••• 4 
Dismissed .............................. ,. !l 
Reversed and remanded .................... 28 
Reversed and remanded with instructions.. 6 

. Di smfssed" and cause remanded ............. 2 
Remanded with instructions ••••••••••••••• 0 
Affirmed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Vacated. remanded and reversed ••••••••••• 1 
Certified questions answered ••••••••••••• 2 
Vacated and remanded ••••••••••••••••••••• 11 
Judgment vacated •••••••••••• ~............ 3 
Judgment vacated and cause di smi ssed ..... 1 
Remanded .,................................ 1 
Reversed and vacated •• , •••• ,............. 1 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X -mg 

0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

---r 

3499 

~ldh~~adinp lndjcateilieclass-j-f-lc-a~t~!o-n-s-u-se-d~~~t~h~e~C~S~I~M~p~r~0~J7~~t~.------------------~---------
Blank space" Not enough information Is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X " The data fur this /;',asc type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending fjgures for 1979 court year does not equal end~ 
pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and 

dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

kAdditional information:. : 
Three of the cppea1s filed were not identiried by case type. They 

are Included in the total number of appeals filed, but not in 
br~akdown of filings by case type. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
These figures were corrected by the staff of the Office of the 

Court Admin!strator dUring data verification. 
mlnformation on trial or type of disposition data: 

There were also 3 dissenting opinions written. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrato!. Judicial Statistics for Year Ending June 30, 1979 (Montpelier. Vermont). Sources of case data 
are available. Statistics are from the annual report except t~at totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections were made 
by tile Office of the Court Administrator during data verificat,on. -

VEMONTSUPERIOR COUllT 
Cou.-t of general jurisdiction 

14 counties. 8 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

461 

End 

Child: 

Begl nm 09 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Law: 
Civil ..................................................... .. 

Do.estic relations: 3.270 4.487 4.272f 3.485 

Other doaestic relations: 
Matrimonia1j ••• i ••••••••••••••• L •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 3.144 2.858 2.714f 3.288 

Miscellaneousj ............................................. . 
Extraordinary writ: 327 379 368 338 

Habeas corpus ............... ; ............................. .. _2- -1! 16 10 
Total civil .......... ' ......................................... . 7.359f 7.132 6.757 7.734 

Crillinald: 
Felor.y ....................................................... . 
Hi sde.eanor •••••••••••• ,.. c. .................................... . 

Appeal ........ · ............................................... . 
Postconviction reIII!<\y ........................................ . 

35 8 
5 0 

(j) (j) 
30 26 

20 23 
3 2 

(j)f (j) 
19 37 

Sentence review only ......................................... .. ~ ~ __ 2 
~ 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 ................................................. 42fi 62i 72 34i 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7.401fi 7,194i 6.829 7.768i 

Tria1 d 

Jury Non-jury Tot~ 

Civil dispositionsm 

DolIII!stic 
ChnM : 

Law ............ , .. 65 
Appeal............ 3 

Total .............. 68 
Crimina1 11 (felony/ 

lIisdenM!anor) ...... 1 
Grand total.......... 69 

308 
100 
408 

4 
412 

373 
103 
476 

5 
481 

Age of pending case10ad 

Default judgment 
Consent judgment 
Summary judgment •••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••• 
Transferred ••••••••••••• 
Granted ••••••••••••••••• 
Change of venue ••••••••• 
Discontinued and other •• 

Law 
Under 3 months •••••••••••• ~ 
3+ to 6 months ••••••••••• (n) 
6+ to 12 months ••••••••••• (n) 
Under 12 months ••••••••••• 2.463n 
12+ to 24 months ••• , •••••• 1.328 
24+ to 36 months •••••••••• 557 
OVer 36 months •••••••••••• 139 

IlfrEstic 
relations 

(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

1f Fel~ny 

4 

MisdE!llll!anor 
o 

2.227n 
557 

71 
3 

~~) 
224n 
104 
40 
11 

1 
1 
o 
o 
o 

f1!lldface headings indicate the classifications usp.d by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court' but the data are unavailable. 
-- " Not. applicable. 

dCase definition or unit·of count! 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a ~etition or complaint. 
The crimi'nal case unit !If count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted ilf the jury hands down a verdict. 

Law relations ~ Total 

587 
337 

o 
1.970 

2 

1 

519 
o 

2.362 
o 

263 

Ii 
50 

168 
o 
o 

593 
387 

o 
2.657 

2 
2.362 

1 
263 

Crillinal dlspositionsm 

Plea ................... 12 
Dismissed •••••••••••••• 12 
Nolle prosse ••••••••••• 1 
Change of venue •••••••• 8 
Extradition •••••••••••• 0 
Transferred •••••••••••• 1 
By finding ••••••••••••• 1 
Sentence reduced ••••••• 0 
Sentence unchanged ••••• 2 

A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does 11;~t equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

The difference represents adjust~nts made during the year to counts from Rutland County. 
iData are not complete: > , 

Total criminal and grand total pendfng and filed figures do not include sentence review only figures. 
jExplan~tion qf data included in the category: 

Matri~nial casl)s ill.cludedivorce, annulnmnt. and support/custody cases. 
Miscel).Janeous cases include both civil and crillinal appeals as well as SOme habeas corpus and postconviction reEdy cases., 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
CriMinal disposition data are only given for felony, ",isd_anor. sentence l'evie.w only. Md appeal cases. and do not include any 

postconvittion remedy data. ' 
nTime interval or age of pending caseloa~ data: 

The data for law. dOMestic rel~tion5. and appe.~ cases under 3 months. 3+ to 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months in age are included in the total 
listed as under 12l1lOnths. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator. Judicial Statistics for Year Ending June 30, 1979 (Montpelier. Vermont). Statistics are from the 
annual report ex~ept that totals have been computed ~here necessary, 

------------~--------------------,------------------~-----------------------------------
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462 VERMONT DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general judsdiction 

1~ circuits. '11 judges 
July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Beg1nn1ng 
pelidingO Filed Disposed 

End 
pending 

Child: 
Law: 

Ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sull claiE •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oo.estic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act ••••••••••••• 

"ental health: 
Mentally ill commitments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Commitments to Brandon Training School •••••••••••••••••• •••• 
Petitions for protective supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~,' •••••••••••••••••• , •• 

Cr1.ina1 d: 
Felony •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
"isdellleanor .................................................. . 
Sentence revi ew only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '. 
Other cri.ina1: 

Snowmobile/boating complaints and fish and game information. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .......... ~ .................................................................................... .. 

Grand total .................................................... . 

Civil : 
Law................ 6 
sun clailllS ....... 0 

Total............... 6 
Cri';nal ••••••••••••• 167 
Traffic •••••••••••••• 29 

Grand total........... 202 

Non-jury 

173 
431 
604 

52 
405 

1.061 

Age of pending caseload 

2.195f 
1.7lDf 

172f 

51 
o 
o 

51 

4.128f 

97l f 
2.573f 

N/A 

o 

3.544fi 

1.977 

241 

9.890fi 

~ 
179 
431 
610 
219 
434 

1.263 

Under 3 months 
3+ to 6 months 
Under 6 months 

Civil (law) 
....... (n) 

Fslgny ~sd_anor 

1.539 

Other 
criminal 

(n) 
(n) 
88n ........ (n) 

6+ to 12 months •••••• 
Under 12 months •••••• 
12+ to 24 months ••••• 
24+ to 36 months ••••• 
Over 36 months ••••••• 

(n) 
(n) 

1.511n 
462 
105 

31 

140 
659 
139 
798 
23 

5 
o 

374 
1.913 

98 
2.011 

17 
o 
o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A • This case type is h~nd1ed by the court but the data are unavailable. 

o 
88 
o 
o 
o 

Traffic -rnr 
(n) 

1.613n 
128 

1,741 
24 

1 
o 

2.999 
6.822 

717 

425 
139 

15 
~ 
11.117 

2.892 
15.280 

N/A 

646 

18.818i 

80.821 

1.099 

111.855i 

Law: 

3.085 
6.715 

785 

400 
85 
12 
~ 
11.082 

2.753 
14.741 

45 

~ 
18.088 

81.032 

1.154 

111.356 

Civil dispositions 

Voluntary dismissal .......... .. 
Default judgment ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by judge ••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••••••••• 

Small clatlllS: 
Settled/di scont; ,.,!!d/ 
di smi ssed/summar'Y judgment •••• 

Cri.inal dispositions 

Jury tria1 ~ 
Guilty ptf:.;) ................... . 

Non-jury tri al: 
Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea before trial ........ . 
Uismissed by court ••••••••••••••• 
Nolle pross, ................ •••••• 
Transferred to Juvenile Court •••• 
Change of venue •••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to Department of 

Fish and Game •••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence reduced ••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence unchanged ••••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispo~ 

Plea ......•..• · •. ····•····•·•·· •• 
Nolle pross •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oismissed ....................... . 
Referred to Department of Motor 
Vehicles (noncompliance) •••••••• 

2.109 
1.817 

104 

76 
54 

3 

.-ill. 
4.163 

1.110 
3.112 

N/A 

-E.. 
4.319i 

1.766 

186 

10.434i 

1.195 
1,381 

314 
16 

24 

2 
11.958 

649 
4.854 

295 
2 

40 
18 
27 

67.493 
832 

\.322 

10.951 

dCase definition or unit ~f count: 
iOata are not complete: 

Total criminal and grand total pending and filed figUres do not 
include criminal sentence review on1y cases.nTime intervals or 
age of pending data: 

A civil case is counteawith the filing of a petition or 
complaint. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. 
indictments. or complaints. 

A jury trial is counted if tr,ied to verdict for chil and traffic 
cases; if drawing of jury begins for cri.tnal cases. 

A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision for civil and 
traffic cases; if trial begins for criMinal cases. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1977 court year; 

Ctvil age of pending cases under 3 months. 3+ to 6 months. under 6 
months, and 6+ to 12 months are 11 sted as under 12 months. 

Traffic age of pending cases under 3 months and 3+ to 6 months are 
listed as under 6 months. 

These differences reflect adjustments made to pending figures for 
the Washington and Chittenden County courts. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator. Judicial Statistics for Year Ending JUne 30. 1979 (Montpelier. Vermont). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

I 
t 

VERfIONT PROOATE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

19 circuits 
July I, 1978 to June 30, 1979 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

Child: • 
Do.estic relations: 

~~~:~i~~;ti~' ~i;ti~~;;····································· 127 

Pre-marriage matters ••• T 1 ................................... . 
Es~;~e: ........................................................ . 

0 
127 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
~ecedent estates .......................................... . 

Testamentary trusts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
otal ..................................... .. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: •••••••••••••••• 
Ot~~~r~!~~~~~ p ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4.689i 
1.977 
6.666i 

3,832i 

Gi fts to mi nors ........................................... . 2 

T~~:~t~~~~~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Total ....................... . Mental health: ................................ . 

0 
2 

10.500i 

Ot~~~o~~~i~~d drug commitments ............................... .. 

Change of name ............................................ ". 10 
Vi ta 1 records Total ................ - .............................. . .......................................................... 109 

~ 

Total civil 10.747i 

Grand total 10.747i 

Number of contested hearings held 

Do.estic relations: 
Adoption .......................... 22 

Estate: 
Decedent estates •••••••••••••••••• 57 
Testamentary trusts ••••••••••••••• 7 
Guardianships ••••••••••••••••••••• 42 

Total .............................. 106 
Mental health ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Total ................................. 128 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
j A ci~i1 c~se is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint 
Explanation of data inclUded in the category: • 

Filedj Disposed 

502 460 

709 708 
1.211 1.16B 

1.950 1.830 
70 91 

2,020 1.921 

1.019 617 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

3.039 2.538 

0 0 

160 142 
348 354 
~ ~ 

4.758 4.202 

4,758 4.202 

iD 
Cases filed prior to January I, 1970 which were disposed during the year were added ata are not complete: into the filings as reopened cases. 

463 

End 
pending 

169 

1 
170 

4,809i 
1.956 
6.765i 

4.2341 

2 
0 
2 

11.1(I1i 

28 
103 

-.ill. 
11,303i 

11.303i 

e or cases commenced prior to January 1. 1970. Figures for pending decedent estate and guardian,ship cases do not include hearings h 1d f 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator. Judicial Statistics for Year Ending June 30 1979 ( year endi ng report except that tota I s have been cor..puted where necessary. ' Hontpel i er. Vermont). Stati sti cs are from the 
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464 VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Fin,,1 appellate jurisdiction. 
_ Judicial censure, retirement, and 

removal. 

1 
CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
109 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions in excess of $1,000. 
_ Criminal cases for which persons can 

be sentenced to the state penitentiary. 
AppP.als de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
DISTRICT COURT (32) 
96.6 FTE general district and 
62.7 FTE juvenile and domestic 
relations judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil actions up to $5,000. 
_ Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

traffic, felony preliminaries. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

] Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisJiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 8. 1979 to January 4. 

Ca-es: 
iAppeals: 

Petitions to appeal granted: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crilllinal .................................................. . 
Postconviction reledy: 

Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Mandamus ............................................... .. 
Prohibition ............................................. . 

Total ................................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions to appeal: 
Withdrawn ............................................... . 
Civil .................................................. .. 
Cri.inal ...................................... "" ....... . 
Postconviction remedy: 

Habeas corpus ......................................... . 
Total ...••...•...••......•.•.........••.•....•••....•.•... 

Total other cases 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters 

Orders to show caus~ or respond •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extensions of time .......................................... . 

Total .... , ................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnn1 ng 
pending 

x 
X 

X 
-m 

X 
X 
X 

1141 

1711 
2771 

211 
4691 

--sli31 

7751 

N/A 

N/A 
-1Y.A 

N/A 

1980 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

1,862 

1,862 

79 

272 
285 
~ 

636 

(168)e 
( 39)e 

fzo~!: 

(207)e 

Hanner of disposition Disposition of cases 

~ 
Written opinion ••••• ~ Affirmed ...................... . ~ 
8y order •••••••••••• 74 
Withdrawn ••••••••••• 56 

Reversed, remanded, etc •••••••• 
Granted ...................... .. 
Awarded ...................... .. 
Refused ....................... . 
Withdrawn •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

86 

Oisposed 

X 
X 

X 
Z3S 

252k 
5Sk 

2k 
316k 

56 
384 (168)e 
758 ( 39)e 

61 ( °t 1.259 207 e 
1,575 207 e 

1,810 (207)e 

71 

272 
285 
557 

627 

465 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

X 
2I79 

X 
X 
X 

79 

271 
283 

17 
561 

b4lig 

8579 

~/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Requests Original 
to appeal jurisdiction 

207 
32 

1,203 284 
56 

eCases not included In the total to avoid double counting: 
Petition3 to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal Is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. The number of 

granted petitions to appeal appear in parentheses. 
9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and ~ispositions: 

• Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
kAdditional information: 

One mandamus and 31 habeas corpus cases were awarded; no prohibition caSes were. The remaining original jurisidiction cases were refused: 
2~1 habeas corpus, 57 mandDmus, and 2 prohibition. In addlti~n, four other cases were also refused that could not be identified by case 
type. 

ISpecial source or revisfon in data: 
Beginning pending figures for other cases were t(lken from the 1978 annual report, where. they are listed as end pending figures for 1978. 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supremo Court, state of the Judiciary Repo~,- 1978 and State of the Judiciary Re]ort.,1979 (Richmond, 
Vi rgi n18: 1978 and 1979). Stati sti cs are from the annual re,oort except that tota 1 shave been computed \tiiere nec~SSar!l • 
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466 
VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
31 circuits, 109 judges 

JanuiJry I, 1979 to Decl!llber 31, 19;9 

Child: 
Law: 

Other law ................................................... . 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation ................................................ . 
Equity: 

Other chancery ..... ,. ....................................... . 
Do.estic relations: 

Mari'iage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 

Appeal ....................................................... .. 

Total civil ...................................................... 

Crillinal d: 
Felony ....................................................... .. 
Mi sdemeanor .................................................. .. 
Extraordinary writs 

Habeas corpus ............. ' .................................. . 

Total criminal .. ,. ...................... ,. ..................................................... ~, .............. .. 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Begi n'm ng 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

X 
___ X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

114,888f 

Filed 

25,633 

1,076 

12,842 

33,252 
_ 2,538 

75,341 

31,896 
22,839 

--lli. 
55,120 

130,461 

Disposed 

23,045 

972 

11,151 

31,155 
~ 

68,266 

31,260 
22,246 

330 

53,836 

122,100 

Civil dispositions 

Trial d 

Civil 
Jury Non-jurl 

Law ................... 1,345 3,407 
Real property rights •• 147 146 
Equity •••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

32 1,436 

Marriage dissolution 1,504 
Appeal ................ 135 597 

Total 

4,752 
293 

1,468 

1,504 
732 

law 
Real property 

rights 
Settled/dismissal ........... 12,824 - 395 

1 
13 

Default judgment •••••••••••• 1,640 
Case purged ••••••••••••••••• 2,30~ 
Trial--dispositions ••••••••• 
Trial--commissioner ••••••••• 
Other ...................... . 

62 208 
1,458 62 

Equity 
3,040 

44 
1,523 

533 
1,91)3 
2,580 

Criminal dispositions 

Marriage 
dissolution 

2,537 
4 

2,809 
14,736 
9,097 

408 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

123,249 

~~ 
835 19,631 
49 1.738 

222 6,876 
15,269 
11,330 

105 4,673 

Total •••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal~ 

1,659 7,090 

Felony ................ 2,182 6,921 

8,749 

9,103 Withdrawal prior to trial ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed without trial ••••••••••••••••••• 

Felony 
Mfsde-
.eanor 

Extraordi nary 
writ Total 

MisdeMeanor ••••••••••• 702 5,859 6,561 
Extraordinary writ .... 86 86 Nolle Prosu-1ui .......................... .. 

1,166 
5,233 Total .................. 2,884 12,866 15,750 

Grand total 4,543 19,956 24,499 
Guilty plea prior to trial ••••••••••••••••• 
Other .................................... . 

13,849 ............... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a p~tftion or complaint. 
The cri mi na I case unit of count is fhe number of charges. 

1,909 

l,ffi 
982 

2,909 
9,021 
1,152 

A jury trial is counted when trye jurJ' i)" s~-;;rn. 
f A non-jury trial is counted at the po .. rft ",ilen an opening statement or th .. introduction of any evidence occur~. 
Beginning pending figure for the 1979 court jear does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 cour't year: 

Figure is as given in the annual report. 

8 
147 

D9 

T,6"g 
2,295 
8,142 

22,870 
3,150 

Source: Offi ce of the Executi ve Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judi ci arl R~p6rt 1979 (Ri chmond" Vi rgi ni a: 1980). Stati sti cs are from 
the report except that totals have been computed wnere necessary. 

1 
I 
,~ 
i 
1 

VIRGINIA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of l1.ited jurisdiction 

32 districts, 96.6 FTE general district and 62.7 FTE juvenile and domestic relations judges 
January I, 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Beginning 

Child: 
pending 

Domestic relations ............................................ . 
Other <:1 vil : N/A 

Civil ....................................................... . ~ 
Total civil ......................................................................................................... N/A 

Cri.'inal d: 
Otller criminal: 

Criminal .................................................... . ~ 
Total crimi nal ................................................................................................. '. N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic .................................................. co ................................................ .. N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 

Grand total .................................................... .. N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

Filed Disposed 

55,251 49.463 

482.063 451,718 

537,314 501,181 

299.819 291,640 

299,819 291,640 

918,037 886,348 

131,363 123,925 

1,886,533 1',803,094 

467 

End 
pending 

N/A 

--M.. 
N/A 

--M.. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The court is also served by magistrates. There are 410 positions authorized, 241 of which serve full-time. During the 1979 court year, 
they issued 287,175 arrest warrants, 196,243 bonds, 34,088 SUmmons, 3,516 search warrants, 212,651 committals and releases, 189,062 
civil warrants, and handled 24,710 prepayments of traffic infractions and 12,150 prepayments of class four misdemeanors. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil cas~ is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

Source: Offi ce of the Executi ve Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judi ci ary Report 1979 (Ri chmond. Vi rQi ni a: 1980). Stati sti cs are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed Where necessary. 

I""" ~. 
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WASHINGTON COURT SYST'EM, 1979 

Constitutionality 
of stat"te. 

Conflicting statutes 
or rules of law. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices, 1 commissioner 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct ~ppeals wherein actions 

of state officials are involved, where 
constitutionality of a statute is ques
tioned, where conflicting statutes or 
rules of law are involved, or where 
the issue is of broad public interest. 

- Aggrieved party has right of review 
when reversal in Court of Appeals is 
not unanimous; otherwise review is 
discretionary. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
16 judges. 3 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears appeals from lower courts ex

cept those in the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Cour~. 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
120 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All civil mattp.rs except small claims. 

1 
________ ....... - Exclusive jurisdiction over probate, 

divorce, and annulment. 

t 
MUNICIPAL AND 
POLICE COURT (146) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations (fine 

less than $500, sentence less than 
6 monthG). 

- Not of record. 

- All criminal ma tters except minor 
criminal. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenil~. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (1) 
1 justice of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000, small 

claims. 
- Misdemeanors (Hneless than $100, 

sentence less than 30 days), traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Not of record. 

Jury trials. 

1 
DISTRICT COURT (73)* 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000, small 

claims. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than $500 

and/or sentence less than 6 months), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

- Not of: record. 

Jury trials. L 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

'District Court provides service$ to municipalities that do not have a Municipal or Police Court. 

] 

J 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction. 

WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9C justices 
January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 
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Begi nO) ng End 
______________________________________________________ -1p~e~nd~i~n~g~J _____________ F_i_1_e_d _____________ D_i_s~p_os_e_d ____________ ~p~en~d~j 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •. , ...................................................... . 
Cr;'linal .......... : .......................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Personal restraint petitionsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary Etter ...................................... .. 
Total ........................ , ............................. .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review: 

Civil ..................... <0 ............................ . 

Cri.inal ............................................... .. 
Total .................................................... . 

Notices of discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 

21 
51 
71 

51f1 
55fl 

106f1 
28f1 

134fl 
-mf1 

294fl 

149 
35 

--ui4 

27 
2 

29 

222 
190 
412 
160 
572 

bOf 

785 

141 
34 

lr5" 

15 
4 

19 

229 
17S 
408 
153 
561 
~ 

755 

Manner of disposition 

Reguests to ap~al 
Petitions Discre-

~~als Original Oir.ci- for review tionary 
C1vl1 rlnn;!1 lotal jurisdiction ~ Chll Crl.lnal review Total Total 

Opi ni on .............. 93 25 118 5 4 25 15 22 62 189 
Order: 

Denied ........ 10 0 10 1 0 199 164 116 479 490 
Dismissed ..... 6 4 10 5 0 5 0 14 19 34 
Transferred ••• 32 5 37 4 0 D 1 42 

Time interval data (median days) 

Number of From filed From ready 
to heard 

From heard 
to opinion 

FrOlll fi1in9 to 
opinion filed cases 

Appeals in which opinions were filed: 
Cri.inal: 

Filed direct ••••••••••••••••••••• 5 
Certified from COA ••••••••••••••• 9 
All criminal ... ,,,............... 14 

Chil: 
Filed direct ••••••••••••••••••••• 19 
Certified from COA ••••••••••••••• 31 
All civil ........... ••• .......... 50 

Juvenile: 
Filed direct ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Certified from COA ••••••••••••••• 1 
All juvenile................ ..... 1 

All appeals: 
Filed direct ••••••••••••••••••••• 24 
Certified from·COA ••••••••••••••• 41 
All appeals ...................... 65 

~~ 

281.0 
363.0 
318.5 

280.0 
270.0 
270.5 

134.0 
134.0 

280.5 
304.0 
296.0 

122.0 
129.0 
122.5 

102.0 
117.0 
106.5 

0.0 
0.0 

116.5 
117.0 
117.0 

73.0 
1~2.0 
108.0 

143.0 
142.25 
142.5 

128.0 
128.0 

128.5 
141.75 
134.75 

489.0 
643.0 
555.5 

528.0 
501.5 
505.0 

262.0 
262.0 

489.5 
517.5 
517.S 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Not ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Set for hearing ..•.••.•.•..•. ., .•••••..••....••.•...•• 
Opinion/order 1n proces~ •••••••••••••••• j •••••••••••• 
Opinion/order filed (awaiting remittance)J ••••••••••• 

Chtl 
-W 

1 
25 
33 
7 

~peal 
cr.inal 

25 
o 
3 

14 
3 

Total -rrrr-
1 

28 
47 
10 

Disciplinary 
o 
o 
3 
1 
o 

Petitions for review 
Civil Cri.inal Total 
---0 0-0 
011 

38 40 78 
14 24 38 
639 

1359 
429 

--rTr9 

169 
49 

209 

529 
659 

1179 
289 

1459 
J:b5"9 

Other 
cases Total 
---rr -n:r 

19 21 
6 115 
8 94 
2 21 

3429 

(continued on next page) 
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470 Washington Supreme Court (continueg) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CS!M project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 
In addition, one commissioner serves the Supreme Court. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Personal restraint petitions are requests for relief from 
conditions of restraint imposed by the court, I.e., a prisoner 
who feels his sentence should be shortened under new laws passed 
since his Incarceration. 

lSpeclal source or revision In the data: Prior to 1979, cases awaiting remittance were counted as part of 
the pending caseload. The difference between the figures 1s the 
number of cases awaiting remittance. 

Beginning pending figures were taken from the 1978 annual report 
where they are given as end oending flqures for that year. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions: 

. Figures are as given In the annual reports. 
JExplanation of data Included in the total: 

Pending caseflow data included In the profile do not include cases 
on which the opinion or order have been filed but are still 
awaiting remittance. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 22nd, 23rd Annual Report 1978, 1979 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the annual 
reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

WA~~lIINGTON COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions. 16 judges, 3 com.nssioners 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31, 1979 

Begl nm ng 
pendlngJ 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,079f1 
Criminal .................................................... . 827fl 

Filed 

1,200 
721 

Total appeals ................................................ . T,9(iOfl r,9TI 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Personal restraint petltlonsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Motions for discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases .................................................. .. 

60fl 174 

46f1 148 
-roofl J2! 

2,012fl 2,243 

Disposed 

1,157 
783 

-r,94O 

154 

139 
--rn-

2,233 

Manner of disposition Time Interval data (median da~s) 

~~als Original Requests From fi led 
Civil Cri.inal Total proceedings to appeal Total to ready 

Type of appeal: 
Opinion: Cri.inal .......... 194.0 

Published opinion 237 172 409 9 8 426 Civil ............. 187.0 
UnpUblished opinion. 322 377 699 9 2 710 Juvenile •••••••••• 138.5 

Order: All appeals ....... 189.8 
Denied ••• , ••••••••• 1 1 2 44 86 132 
Dismissed •••••••••• 223 553 776 81 39 896 
Transferred •••••••• 10 44 54 11 4 69 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Not ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Set for hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~pea1s 
Chi Crhn na 1 
--s83 386 

Total 
969 

281 
459 
213 
231 

Original 
proceedings 

69 
9 
1 
1 
3 

177 104 
260 199 

Opinion/order in process ••••••••••••••••••• 
Awaiting remittancej ..................... .. 

116 97 
122 109 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

From ready From heard 
to heard 

223.2 
202.5 
154.5 
216.8 

Requests to 
appeal 

32 
5 
8 
6 
6 

to opinion 

54.3 
61.2 
75.5 
60.8 

Total 
1:070 

295 
468 
220 
240 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 

End 
endingj 

1,1369 
7869 

T;""m"g 

80 

519 
-m 

2,0539 

From filing to 
opinion filed 

423.0 
439.0 
375.5 
424.8 

fBeglnning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the 
end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 

Prior to 1979, cases awaiting reml.ttance w~re counted as part of 
the pending caseload. The difference between the figures is the 
number of cases awaiting remittance. 

Pending caseflow data included In the profile do not include cases 
awaiting remittance. 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions: 

Figures are as given in the annual reports. 

Personal restraint motions are a procedure for seeking relief from 
terms of confinement. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning pending figur~s were provided by the administrative 

office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 23rd Annual Report 1979 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are fr~m the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was provided by the administrative office of the 
court during data verification. 

I 
IJ 

II i 
I 

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR COURri 
Court of general jurisdiction 

28 courts, 120 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1979 

Child: 
Tort ......................................................... .. 
Contract: 

Commercial/contract .r •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ReGI property rights: 
Property rl ghts ............................................. . 

Do.astic relations: 
Adoption .......................................... ~ ....... .. 
Other ~stic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ................................................... .. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianships ............................................ .. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Mental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Lower court appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of a~inistatiye agency case: 
Administrative Law Review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Other civH ................................................... . 

Total civil 

Cri.inald; 
Felonyj: 

Crime against personj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crime against propertyj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Liquor/narcotics ............................................ . 
Other criminal ............................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Appeal of trial court case: 

De novo appeals from lower courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 
Criminal type offense: 

Juvenile offenders .......................................... . 
Non-offense: 

Dependency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Trial d Civil dispositionshim 

Filed 

6,968 

22,469 

6,984 

3,709 

42,529 
46,238 

11,516 

2,020 
13,536 
4,386 

872 

888 
1,760 
~ 

112,320 

4,747 
3,164 
1,582 
2,678 

12,171 

~ 

15,224 

16,378 

4,458 

20,836 

148,380 

Jury Non-Jurl M!l Dismissed--failure to prosecute ••• 4,788 
Default judgment ................. 28,725 

Civilm •••••••••• 1,181 6,203 7,384 Change of venue .................. 798 
Criminal ........ 1,619 1,171 2,790 Settled/other pretrial dismissal . 26,331 
Juvenile •••••••• 0 3,176 3,176 Summary judgment ................. 2,394, : 

Total ••••••••••••• 2,800 10,718 13,518 Disposed following start of 
trial (including trial verdict) . 16,756 

471 

Disposed End 
pending 

6,258i N/A 

16,138i N/A 

3,834i N/A 

2,483 N/A 

31,5451 N/A 
34,028i N/A 

7,392 N/A 

757 N/A 
8,149 N/A 
1,436 N/A 

193i N/A 

410i N/A 
503i N/A 

4,054i -1Y~ 

74,500i N/A 

X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

__ X 
~ 

12,956i 

14,008 

2,638 

16,646 

104,102i 

Criminal dlspositionshi 

Dismissed or acquitted after 
trial •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Change of V2nue ••••••••••••••• 
Deferred prosecution or 
pretrial dlsmtssal ••••••••••• 

Convicted and sentenced ••••••• 
Convicted with probation or 
deferred sentence •••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

648 
389 

3,369 
6,867 

1,814 

(continued on next page) 
1-. 



472 Washington Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

• 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by cat~gory. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or 

complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on· the 

information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury \Is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

iData are not complete: 
Inco~lete disposition data were reported for the case categories 

marked for one court location. That court was able to report 

h 
dispositions only for cases filed during 1979. 

Figures were computed: 
Civil and cri~ina1 type of disposition data were calculated using 

percentages for each type of disposition given in the annual 
report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
All original cri~ina1 cases filed in the Superior Court are 

felony cases. Misde.eanors are heard only on appeal from lower 
courts. 

Crime against person category includes homicide, assault, sex 
offenses, and robbery. 

Crime against property category includes burglary, larceny, and 
forgery. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Type of disposition and trial data for ~ivil cases given inclUded 

the case categories of tort. contract, real property rights, 
civil appeals. domestic relations, and other civil cases. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 23rd Annual Report 1979 and 1980 Annual Report of the Caseloads and Operations of the 
Courts of Washington (Olympia, lolashington). Statistics are from the annual r-eport except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. 

WASHINGTON DISTRICT COURT AHD JUSTICES OF THE PEACEk 
Court of 1i.ited jurisdiction 

73 district courts. 1 justice of the peace 
January I, 1979 to Dece~r 31. 1979 

Beginnlng Filed pending 
Child: 

Law: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 67,106 

s.a11 claims .................................................. . ~ 25,339 

Total civil MIA 92,445 

Crll11inal d: 
Hi sdereanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• MIA 70,753 
Prelilrinary hearing: 

Felony preliminary ........................................... . ~ 9.e76 

Total crimina'l N/A 80,629 

Traffic: 

Total traffic N/A 591,235 

Grand totaJ MIA 764,309 

Trial d 

Disposed 

MIA 
~ 

MIA 

M/" 

~ 

N/A 

MIA 

N/A 

Jur{ 

X 
X 

1,298 

Non-jury 
X 
X 
X 

Total 
--X 

X 
X 

66,654 

Cri.inal dispositionsm 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crilliina1 ..................... . 
Traffic .,. •••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••• 65,356 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are ur.avai1able. 

Bail forfeitures ••••••••••••••••• 13,82B 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Bail forfeitures •••••••••••••••• 315,004 

X = The data for this case type js known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is t~e number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

kAdditional information: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
-.!Y.A 

MIA 

N/A 

-.!Y.A 
N/A 

MIA 

N/A 

mstrict Court and Justices of the Peace data inclUde cases that are processed by District Courts for municipalities that contract with the 
District Court for this purpose. 

mExplanatlon of data included in the category: 
Cri.inal and tr~ffic dispositions include figures for ball f~rfeiture 1ist~d under both the court business of the District Courts and of 

Municipal Courts that contract with the District Courts. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 23rd Annual Report 1979 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

,:~ 

~,~-------------------

WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL AND POLICE COURrk 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

146 courts 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31, 1979 

Total civil ...................................................... 
Cri.inald: 

Ordinance violation: 

Beglnmng 
pending 

N/A 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ 

Total criminal .................................................. MIA 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Oth
Parking c!tations .......................... •••••••• .......... MIA 
er trafflc violation: 

Traffic ...................................................... ~ 

Total traffic ..................................................... N/A 

Grand total 
...................................................... to ............................... ; ........ ~ ...... .. N/A 

Trial d 

Filed 

2,009 

49,238 

49,238 

N/A 

221,897 

221,897 

273,144i 

Disposed 

N/A 

~. 

NIl'. 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~/IiY Non-jury 
Nt.\ 

X 
X 

17,074i 

Total 
-WA 

X 
X 

17,412i 

Cri.ina1 dispositionsk 

Civil •••••••••••••••••• 
Crililina1 ••••••••••••••• 
Traffic •••••••••••••••• 

Total .................. . 

X 
X 

338i 

Bail forfeitures ••••••••••••••• 11,844 

Traffic dispositionsk 

Bail forfeitures ••••••••••••••• 125,204 

Boldface,headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A R ThlS case typ~ is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for thlS case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition ~r unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. / 
A jury.trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

i A non-Jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
Data are not complete: 

No data were available on the number of parking cases that were handled by the court. 
kA ~rial fi~ures do not incl~ve civil trials that were conducted by the Seattle Municipal Court 

ddltional lnformatlon: • 

End 
pending 

N/A 

-.!Y.A 
Ii/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Municipal and Police Court figures do not include those municipal ordinance violations/traffic violations th~t are processed by District 
Courts for municipalities contracting with District Courts for services 

Civil cases are handled in the Seattle Municipal Court only. • 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 23rd Annual Report 1979 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are f~om the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

t 
MAGISTRATE COURT (55) 
148 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims and landlord-tenant 

under $1,500. 
- Misdemeanors and traffic with fine 

less than $1,000 or sentence 
less than 12 months. Felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellat~ jurisdiction in civil matters 

over $100, in cases involvil t ~ constitu
tionality of a law, and in felony and 
misdemeanor cases from Circuit 
Court. 

CIRCUIT CqURT (31) 
60judge5 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100. 
- Unlimited orig'mal criminal 

jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

JUf,Y trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, traffic, ordinance 

violations. 

No jury trials. 

l 

J 

Cnurt 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

WEST VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT OF APPEAlS 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1979 to Decenber 31. 1979 

Beginning 
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End 
pending Filed Dispo~ed pending 

Cases: 
Appealsk ..................................................... . 
Total appeals .............................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedingsk: 

Original jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

Certified question ..................................... . 
Total ..................................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Regular writs ........................................... .. 
Certiorari .............................................. .. 

Total ................... : ................................. . 
Total other cases ........................................... . 

Total cases ................................................. .. 

Hanner of disposition (matured cases) 

Written and per curiam.opinion •••••••••••••• lS5 
Orders and per curiam orders •••••••••••••••• 51 

N/A o i353t 235 
If!A o 353 e 236 

N/A .509 325 {lS4)e 

N/A 9 1 { sr 
N/A 51S 326 {192 e 

N/A X X { x)e 
N/A X X { x)e 
N/A 494 242 !252je 

NTA 1,012 5~A ~~~ I! 

N/A 1,012 (353)e S04 (444)e 

DisposItion of other cases 

Granted ••••••••••••• 
Denie~ ............ .. 
Withdrawn ......... .. 
Not considered •••••• 

lS4 
264 

o 
61 

Advisory 
. opinion 

S 
1 
o 
o 

Requests to 
appeal 

252 
217 

1 
24 

N/A 
tf1A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

tf1A 

N/A 

-----,~~.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
Blank space = Not enough inform~tion is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not aYail~ble by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: . 
Requests to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the 

k 
resulting appeal. Th~se granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

Additional information: 
West Virgini~ does not have an automatic appeal in either civil or cri~nal cases. Case accounting provided by the court consists of 

accounting for petitions for appeal filed and acted upon. Data are not maintained regarding appeals as a separate category. 
Original proceedings are heard on a discretionary basis. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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WEST VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COuRT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
31 circuits. 60 judges 

Dece.ber I, 1978 to Noveaber 30. 1979 

Child: 
Do~stic relations: 

Adoptions .................................................. . 
Mental health: 

Mental hygiene ............................................ .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of ~~inistrative agency case: 
Administrat\~e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other ci vil : 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... .. 

Total civil ...... ~ •.••......••••......••......••........••.•••• 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................ . 

Grand total ....... ;> ........................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

278fh 

373fh 

32fh 

40,057fh 
922fh 

40,979fh 

41,662fh 

5.607fh 

2,940fh 

50,20gfh 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project, 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crimin~l case unit of count is the number of indictments or warrants issued. 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

1,308 1,264 322 

2,311 2,276 408 

1,446 1,372 106 

33,423 32,770 40,710 
2,477 1.482 

35,247 42.192 
3,037 

36.460 

41,525 40,159 43,028 

7,659 6,241 7,025 

6,995 6,291 3,644 

56,179 52,691 53,697 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
These figures represent the number of cases awaiting service on December I, 1978, a different data than the figures given as pending at the 

end of the 1978 court year. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figures were calculated from filed, disposed, and P~rl pending figures given in the unpublished data. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

WEST VIRGINIA MAGISTRATE COURTa 
Court of 11.fted jurisdiction 

55 courts. 148 .agistrates 
January I, 1979 to DeceMber 31. 1979 

Total civil 

Cr1.inald: 

Beg; n01 ng 
pending 

14,574h 

Misdemeanorj ................................................... 39,382h 
Preli.inary hearing: 

Felony.............. ................................ ......... 4,085h 

Total criminal .............................. ., .................. 43,467h 
~ '> 

tl;~ff1c: 
-Other traff1c violation: 

Traffic and D.N.R.j .. .................................. ...... 14,646h 

Total traffic .......................................... ......... 14,646h 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••• ;............................. 72,687h 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Filed 

48,442 

118,339 

11,196 

129,535 

122,291 

122,291 

300,268 

Disposed 

42,208 

107,869 

~ 

117,740 

116,249 

116,249 

276,197 

d 
This court was established January I, 1977, replac~ng the existing Justice of the Peace Courts throughout the ttate. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or a complaint. 
The criminal unit of count is the number of warrants issued. 

hFigure was computed: 
. Beginning pending figures were computed from filed, disposed and end pending figure. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

MisdeMeanor includes worthless check cases. 

477 

End 
pending 

20,808 

49,852 

5,410 

55,262 

20,6B8 

20,6B8 

96,758 

"D.N.R." are cases, primarily traffic violations, occurring in state parks under the juriscJiction of the Department of Natural Resources. 

Source: Un~ubli5hed data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. 

WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAl COURT 
Court of lilrited jurisdict10n 

54 courts. 54 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece-oer 31. 1979 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1979. 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

WISCONSIN COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
7justkes 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over all courts 

in the state. 
- Limited original jurisdiction in cases of 

statewide concern. 

_t 
C;0URTOF APPEALS * (4 Districts) 

12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction to issue prerogative 

writs. 
- Reviews decisions of lower courts and 

administrative proceedings. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT ** (69) 
190 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. 
- Original criminal. 
- Juvenile matters. 
Appeals from Municipal Justice Court 
or trial de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT 
(207) 
209 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

I 

J 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intennediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

'The Court of Appeals was established by Wls~onsin Statutes, Chapter 187, (1977) and began hearing cases on August 1, 1978. 
"The County Court was abolished on August 1, 1978 and its jurisdiction was added to the Circuit Court. 
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WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Cases: . 
AppealsJ: 
Total appeals ........................................... , ..... 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari ••••••••• 
Miscellaneous .......................................... .. 
Original actions ........................................ . 

Total ..................................................... . 
DiSciplinary ........................................... .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases ... ~.,1 .............................................. .. 
/</ 

Other prl()c;e::cil ngs: 
Reh(~nng requests: 

Motion for reconsideration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 
Foreign bar admissions, bar exam, and diploma •••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ ,~. 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

5 
N/A 

0 
5i 
0 
5i 

-sfi 

Sf! 

7 

41 

--.!!. 
48 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. -- = Not applicable. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

Filed 

449 lii8 

28 29 4 
39 N/A N/A 
6 6 0 

73 35i 4i 
15 15 0 
88 50i 4i 

88 -su1 --.rI 

636 499i 112i 

47 52 2 
" 

47 76 12 
N/A. 675 

--11.1 -1§l --ll 
94i 803 14 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not ,equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year: 
8etween 1978 and 1979, the court changed its reporting 'period·from the fiscal year to the calendar year and also made some changes In its 

jurisdiction. As a result the numbers are not the san~. 
IOata are not complete: 

Beginning pending total cases figure does not inclUde the number of appeals pending at the beginning of the court year. 
Total original jurisdiction, original proceedings, total other cases, and total cases pending and disposition data do not include miscellaneous cases. 

j Total other matters and total other proceedings filed do not inclUde fUreign bar admissions, bar exam, and diploma matters. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

™ Supreme Court hears cases described as "review, bypass, aild certification." It can review decisions of the Court of Appeals, hear cases 
on bypass of the Court of Appea I s (on 11 ti gant IS peti ti on), or hear a case on certHi cati on from the Court of Appeal s. To correspond wi th 
data reported from other states in this report, these cases are claSSified as appeals on this profile. 

SOUrce: Figures were supplied by the Director of State Courts Office during data verification. 
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WISCONSIN COURT OF APPEALsa 

Intenlediate appellate court 
3 dfstrfcts~ 12 judges 

January 1. 1979 to DeceaDer 31. 

Cases: 
Appealsj : 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Cri.inal .................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
~riginal jurisdiction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Non-fi~al order of judgment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 

Total other proceedin9s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnmng 
pending 

626 
173 

199 

10 

Nf~i 

809i 

Manner of disposition 

1979 

Filed 

1,4594 
414J 

T,ID.i 

110 

1,983 

~ 

N/A 

With opinion •••••••••••••••••••••• 867 
Without opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 893 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A c This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. -- = Not applicable. 

aCourt information: 

Disposed 

l,27o.! 
317J 

T,6iID 

113 

~ 

1,760 

1.913 

1,913 

The Court of Appeals was established by Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 187 (Laws of 1977) and began hearing cases on August I, 1978. 
gChange in pend!ng does not equal the difference'between filings and dispositions: 

Thirteen cases were reinstated during the year. Figures are as given in the unpublished data. iOata are not complete: 

End 
pending 

8199 
2129 

"T,03T9 

149 

0 
-ro 

1,0459 

~ 

102 

No figures are given for the number of request to appeal cases that were pending at the beginning of the year. These cases were not 
available separately from the number of civil and cri.inal appeals filed and disposed. They are not included in the number of total other 
cases pending at the beginning of the year, filed, or disposed. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Figures for request to appeal cases filed and disposed are included in the number of civil and crilllinal appeals filed and disposed. There 

were 189 requests to appeal filed and 189 disposed. 

Source: Figures were supplied by the administrative office of the courts. 

I 
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WtsCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jUrisdiction 

69 circuits. 190 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

Begl nm n9 
pending 

Child: 
SMall clafllS .................................................... . N/A 
DoMestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................. .. N/A 

Other dOftlestic relations ................................... .. N/A 
Total ....................................................... .. N/A 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/i ntestate: 

Estates •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other estate: 

Other proceedin9s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Total .... , ................................................... . N/A 

Other civilJ ............................... , ................. .. ~ 

Total civil .................................... \: ................ . N/A 

Criminal d: 
Felony ........................................................ . N/A 
Mi sdemeanor ................................................... . N/A 
Other crilllinal: 

Contested forfeitures ........................................ . N/A 

Total criminal ................................................ .. N/A 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Other contested traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total traffic ................................................. .. N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................. . N/A 

Grand total .................................................... .. N/A 

Trial di 

Chil : 
Salall claims ................. . 
DoMestic relations •••••••••••• 
Other civil J •••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••....•••......•••••..•• ,. 

23 
96 

1,002 
1,121 

Cri.inal: 
Felony ....................... . 
MisdeMeanor ••••••••••••••.•••• 
Other cri.inal .............. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM projiftbl 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unava a e. 

522 
276 
125 
923 
441 
N/A 

2,485i 

Filed 

58,469i 

23,247 
13,280 
36.527 

28,923 

13.483 
42,406 
61.238 

198,640 

13,187 
27,683 

13.56L 

54.437 

82.233 

82,233 

4,681i 

339,991i 

Non-jury 

3,501 
9,766 
3,195 

16,462 

600 
644 

2,212 
3,456 
7,289 

N/A. 
27,207' 

3,524 
9,862 
4,197 

17,583 

1,122 
920 

2,337 
4,379 
7,730 

N/A 
29,692 

Disposed 

56,156i 

17 ,384 
11,523 
28,907 

29,003 

11,921 
40,924 
48,277 

174,264 

12,352 
23,878 

20,084 

56,314 

68.747 

68,747 

4,279i 

303,604i 

bparticular court or reporting system information: . hit t Id I formation system HI k C t which Is not.~ a part of the ot erw se s a ew en. Statistics are collected separately by lwau ee oun y, . 
dCase definition or unit of count: . 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or comp1alnt. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jlJvenile disposition 15 counted with the disposition of a formal petition. 
A trial is counted when any testimony is taken. 

iDat~~~ ~~;i~m~!~~e~re reported for all cases in Milwaukee County, but for contested cases only In the rest of the state. 
Juvenile data were available for Milwaukee County only. 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

MIA 

N/A 
N/A 

MIA 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

ToUl trial figures do not include trials conducted for juvenile cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 'I ~ t 1 health. appeals. extraordinary writs, and other ciVil Cases included in the "other civil U category are torts, real property r gv·ts. Men a 

cases for all areas ot the state not reported separately on the profile. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Director of the State Courts Office. 
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WISCONSIN MUNICIPAl JUSTICE COURTi 

Court of 1i iii ted juri sdi cti on 
207 courts, 209 justfcesc 

January I, 1979 to Dec~r 31, 1979 

Crilli na 1 d: 
Ordinance violations: 

Civil ordinance violation 

Tota 1 crimi nal k 

Traffic: 
Parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 

pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-1YJ! 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

• 

End 
. Fll ed Disposed 

pending 

N/A 53,3761 N/A 

N/A 53,376i N/A 

N/A 136,123i N/A 

107, 777~ N/A 
6,7181 N/A 

114,495i ~ 

N/A 
N/A 

--lY.A 
N/A 250, 618i N/A 

N/A 303,994ik N/A 

One hundred and seventy-seven municipal justices reported statistics for 1979. The municipal justice spends an !\verage of 2 1/2 hours on 
the bench and another 3 hours on related court work each week. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

iData are not complete: 
Data were reported fc:' 177 of the 209 court locations. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the cases disposed by the court, the court also issued 34,180 warrants. 

SoUl'ce: Data were supplied by the Director of the State Courts Office. 
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WYOMING COURT SYSTEM, 1979 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ General appellate jurisdiction i~ . 

civil and criminal cases from D,stnct 
Court. 

_ Original jurisdiction to hear extra-
ordinary writs. . 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General juri.diction in civi1. 
- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
_ Exclusive juvenile code jurisdiction 

(excluding ordinance and traffic 
violations). 

Appeals on taped record~; 

Jury trials. 

,..--";"',--:L-t ----, 
JUSTICE COURT (44) 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (77) 
73 judges 
Jurisdidion: 

37 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil actions under $1,000 except 

title to real estate. 

• Exclusive jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violations (fine less than 
$200, sentence less than 3 months). _ Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 

sentence less than 6 months), pre
liminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

COUNTY COURT (2) 
4ludges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil actions LInder $1,000 except 

title to real estate. 
_ Misdemeanors (fines less than $100, 

sentence less than 6 months), preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

483 
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WYIIUNG SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 just!ces 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

BeginnIng 
pending Filed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

X X 
X X 

Ci vJl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crr.inal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota1'::ppeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -X --X 

Other cases: 
X X Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --X --X 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion •••••••• 15sm 
Order •••••••••• 4Zffi 

DispOSition of cases 

Dismissed order •••••••••••••• 46 
Original proceedings deniep •• 11 

132 

Time interval data (average months) 

Docketing to maturity................ 3.6 
Maturity to argument ••••••••••••••••• 2.2 
Argument to opinion •••••••••••••••••• 2.8 
Docketing to opinion ••••••••••••••••• 2.2 
Cases dismissed by order: 

Docketing to disposition ••••••••••• 2.2 
Original proceedings denied by order: 

Docketing to dispOSition ••••••••••• 1.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

177 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X --x --x 

X X --x --x 

222 87 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/79) 

Not matured ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 37 
Matured ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 
Set for argument •••••••••••••••••••••• 26 
Under advisement •••••••••••••••••••••• 20 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The 158 opinions closed 165 cases. The 42 orders closed 46 cases. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Court Coordinator and the Clerk of the Supreme Court. 
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Chl1d : 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 

WYOMING DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

9 districts. 15 judges 
January 1. 1979 to Dece.ber 31. 1979 

BegInnIng 
pending1 

Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other ci vl1 ................................................... . 

Total civil 

Crillinald: 
Felony: 

Criminal 

Total r.rimil~al ................................................. . 
\' , 

Juvenile: 
\' 

\ 1\ 
Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total 

4,044 

4,044i 

~ 

664 

N/A 

Civil dispositions 

Filed 

2,190 
10,069 

12,259 

1,613 

1,613 

1,022 

14,894 

Jsry 
Civil.......... 6 
C.-iminal ....... 71 

Total ••••••••••• 127 

Trial d 

NOil-iury 
2,7 4 

253 
2,977 

Tot:!l 
2,7illf 

324 
3,104 

Default •••••••••• 
Oismissal ...... .. 
Other .......... .. 

other civil 
3,345 
3,322 

126 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a pe~ition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
The trial definition is not consistent statewide. 

iData are not complete: 
Total civil pending Ilnd disposed figures do not include any estate data. 
Grand total pending a.,d disposed cases do not include any estate or juvenile data. 

485 

£lid 
Disposedi 

pendingi 

N/A 
9,573 

9,573i 

1,573 

1,573 

N/A 

N/A 
4,541 

4,541; 

-.ill 
697 

N/A 

5,238i 

Cri.inal dispositions 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••• 764 
Dismissal ••••••••••••••• 410 
other ................... 75 

Source: Judicial Planning COl11ll1fttee of Wyoming, W~oming Courts (Cheyenne, Wyoming: January/February, 1980) vol. 2, no. 1. and unput.lished data 
supplied by the Office of the Court CoordInator. Statistics are from the newsletter and unpublished data except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 
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WVOMING COUNTY COURT AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 

Court of liaited jurisdiction 
2 courts. 4 judges; 44 courts. 37 justices of the peace 

January 1. 1979 to December 31. 1979 

Total ci vil 

Cri.inal d: 
Preli.inary hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
O1;her cri.inal: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total crimi nal 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

Grand Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

X 2 The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count' 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

i The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
uata are not complete: 

No data were reported by one County Court or 22 Justice of the Peace Courts. 

Disposed tnd 
pending 

5.601i N/A 

866i NIA 

64,486i -1Y.A 
66,218i N/A 

71,819i N/A 

Source: Gayle R. Stewart, Assistant Court Coordinator, Waoming Minor Court System Review (Cheyenne, Wyoming: July, 1980). Statistics are from 
this report except that totals have been compute where necessary. 

Cri.fnald: 
Misdl!lEanor 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

WVOMING ~NICIPAL COURTf 
Court of lilrited jurisdiction 

77 courts. 73 judges 
JanHary 1. 1979 to Deceaber 31. 1979 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Grand Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Filed 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type Is handleci by' the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
1 The criminal case unit of count Is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
Data are not complete: 

No data were reported by 33 of the 77 court locations. 

Disposed 

x 

X 

X 

bnd 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Gayle R. Stewart, Assistant Court Coordinator, W~oming Minor Court System, Review (Cheyenne, Wyoming: July, 1980). Statistics are from 
this report except that totals have been compute where necessary. 
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Appendix A: Technical discussion of estinlation procedures 
A. Calculation of Missing and Incomplete Data 

Least squares regression was used to estimate 
the total volume of filings and dispositions in 
trial and appellate courts for 1979. The 
procedure followed is similar to the one that was 
used to estimat.' the national totals for the 1978 
edition of the Annual Report. The same or a 
reduced number of independent variables in each 
regression equation were used to predict 1979 
filings and dispositions as were identified by the 
extended study conducted for the 1976 and 1977 
Annual Reports. The coefficients of each 
regression equation were estimated, using all 
complete state-level case10ad data. Unlike the 
1978 Report, Puerto Rico and Guam were included in 
the estimation procedure. 

The criterion used to identify which variables 
best predicted the case10ad figures was the 
coefficient of determination (R2) which tells 
what percent of the variation in the variable 
being predicted (i.e., the dependent variable), is 
explained by variation in the independent 
variable. The coefficient of determination can 
have any value between D% and 100%. The 
combination of independent variables and variable 
transformations that produced the highest R2 for 
each dependent variable was used in the estimating 
equation. The equations that were developed to 
estimate the 1979 national tota15 are discussed 
below. 
Appellate Courts 

Courts of last resort: 
(1) Filings = -53.98 + 1.10 (1979 court of last 

resort dispositions) 

(2) Dispositions = 62 + .90 (1979 actual or 
estimated court of 1 ast resort fil i ngs) 

The number of missing data points that it was 
necessary to estimate with this pair of equations 
was small. Complete filing data were supplied by 
48 of the 52 possible states and dispositions were 
given for 46. Only four states were unable to 
supply complete data for both filings and 
dispositions. 

In previous years, appellate filings were found 
to be closely related to population figures. The 
coefficient of determination between estimates of 
1976 population and filings in the court of last 
resort in 1976 was 81%; in 1977 it dropped to 54%; 
but for 1978 it dropped even lower, to 35%. This 

TABLE A: 

unacceptably low value continued in 1979, with an 
R2 of 56%. Therefore, as in 1978, we looked for 
another variable to predict current year appellate 
filings. JUdicial expenditures and numbers of 
appellate judges also yielded low R2s of 44% eric-
52% respectively. Although a multIple regression 
usi ng these three independent vari'lbles improved 
the R2 to 76%, current year appellAte fil i ngs 
were found to be closely related < .. 0 appellate 
dispositions for the current yeN. Using 1979 
dispositions in courts of lastr~sort to predict 
1979 fi lings, we calculated ar. R value of 99%. 
When 1979 dispositions were v~available, 1978 
actual or estimated dispositions were used. The 
new predictive equation f ,r filings in courts of 
last resort is given as equation (1) and was used 
to estimate filing figures for the four states 
that provided incomplete data. Dispositions were 
estimated from current year filing figures. For 
those states with incomplete filing data, the 
estimate of the filing figure from equation (1) 
was used as the independent variable in equation(2). 

Intermed7ate Appellate Courts: 

(3) Filings = 56.3 + 1.01 (1979 intermediate 
appellate court dispositions) 

(4) Dispositions = -8.6 + .97 (1979 intermediate 
appellate court actual or estimated filings) 

As was the case with the court of last resort, 
almost all states reported complete data for 
filings and dispositions ~n their intermediate 
appellate courts. The previously described method 
used to estimate the filing and disposition volume 
for courts of last resort was used here. Of the 
30 states with intermediate appellate courts in 
1979, only two did not report complete filing data 
and three did not report complete disposition 
data. Population, judfci~i expenditures and the 
number of intermediate appellate court judges were 
not sufficiently powerful explanations to ~ustifY 
inclusion in an estimating equ~tion with R s of 
65%, 71% and 59% respectively. Current year 
dispositions were found to be good predictors of 
current year filings (R2 value of 98%) for 
intermediate appellate courts. The new predictive 
equation (3) was calculated using data from 27 
states. Dispositions were estimated in the same 
way as they were for the courts of 1 ast resort 
using equation (4). 

Estimates for those states who failed to 
provide complete filing or disposition data can be 
found in Table A. 

Estimates of filings and dispositions in courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts in 1979, by state. 

State 
Alabama ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts ••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska •••••••••••••••••••••• 
New york •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania •••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Court(s) of 

Filed 

1,377 
700 
651 

3,561 

last resort Intermediate appellate courts 

Disposed Filed Disposed 
l,3l0a 

1.302 
692 
648 

3,268 ll,253a 
1,728 

635 

-- = Not applicable. These states do not have an intermedidte appellate court. 

Note: These were the only courts where estimates of complete data were required. Blank spaces indicate 
complete data reported by the state. 

<',Data for the two intermediate appellate courts in Alabama, New York, and Pennsylvania were added 
tnopthpr hpfore they were analyzed. 

Preceding page lillank 
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TABLEB: 
Estimates of filings and dispositions of civil, criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases in trial courts in 1979, by 
state. 

ci vil Cdminal Traffic Juvenile 
State Fi ied Dls~osed 

Alabama • It It It It It It It It It It It It It 175,434 164,624 
A1 aska It It It It It It It It It It It It It It It 

Arizona It It It It It It It It It It It It It v 125,760 116,440 
Arkansas It It It It It It It It It It It It It 82,190 74,177 
California It It It It It It It It It It It 1,538,614 1,486,909 
Colorado ........•.... 
'Connect i cut It It It It It It It It It It 183,573 
Delaware It It It It It It It It It It It It It 17,349 1.1,282 
Georgia It It It It It It It It It It It It It It 234,051 221,482 
Indiana ...•.......... 226,618 214,272 

*Kansas ............... 95,346 
Loui si ana It It It It It It It It It It It It 225,409 213,100 
Maine It ••••••••••••••• 51,734 44,635 
Maryland It It It It It It It It It It It It It 382,648 365,622 

*Massachusetts It It It It It It It It 464,150 
Michigan It It It It It It It It It It It It 0 628,417 604,017 
Minnesota It It It It It It It It It It It It 259,069 245,750 
Mississippi It It It It It It It It It It 109,686 100,848 
Mi ssouri It It It It It It It It II It It It It 

Montana It It It It It It It It It It It It It It 29,012 22.595 
Nebraska It It It It It It It It It It It It It 64.001 56,534 
Nevada It It It It It It It It It It It It It It It 32,033 25,525 

*New Hampshi re It It It It It It It It 61.539 
New Jersey ••••••••••• 487,374 467,206 
New Mexico ••••••••••• 61,100 53.720 
New York It It It It It It It It It It ~ It It 1,720.629 1,663,463 
North Dakota ...•..... 22,727 16,498 
Ohio It It It It It It It It It It It It It It It It It 

OKlahoma It It It It It It It It It It It It It 136.517 
Ore90n ••••••••••••••• 149,'570 139,536 
Pennsyl vam a It It It It It It It It It 

Rhode Island ......... 63,578 56,124 
South Carol i na ....... 128,721 119,312 

*South Dakota ......... 23,905 
Tennessee ............ 278,164 264.272 
Texas ................ 600,015 576.468 
Utah ................. 54,876 47.683 
Vermont ........ ' ...... 

*Washington ........... 195.024 
West Vi rgi ni a ........ 
Wisconsin ............ 
Wyomin9 . . . ... .. . . .. . .. 12.212 6,297 

~iied Dis~osed Filed 
180,825 169,100 

16,829 

100,985 93,965 156,669 
1,148,187 1,078,420 . 

378,878 

17 ,652 15,717 98,632 
256,773 240,491 481,414 
260,965 244,431 
104,877 97,709 227,426 
195,298 182.704 

119,218 
252,239 

449,287 421,454 1,499,825 
189,258 177.028 450,781 
112,911 105,261 184.685 
231.723 216,944 
27,133 24,629 90,983 

--""0'5-;806 60,981 
25.936 23.503 149,143 

39,784 

51.684 47,707 
867.699 814,761 - 4,168.713 
20,297 18.203 134.909 

526.632 494,158 1.158,719 
135.965 126.931 
116,404 108,544 327.549 
580,275 1,899,394 
35,516 32,509 151,800 

141,803 132,419 
22,143 19.939 

213,959 200.245 386,649 
680,723 639,004 1,433,607 
58,420 54,039 164.562 
13,011 11.355 

135,510 475.607 
84.518 78.571 153,887 

210,615 197,102 594.217 
9,319 7.884 81,045 

Dis~osed 

85,264 

148,570 

366,335 

91,694 
466,821 

217,912 

3,236,493 
1,464,863 

436,800 
170,026 

84.199 

141.195 
163.577 

68,341 
4,080,374 

1,130,579 

316.033 

143,800 
433.816 

373,951 
1,399,970 

156,306 

461.130 
145.845 
577 ,367 
74,459 

Filed Disposed 

23,430 

208,440 

4,598 

85.505 
28,445 
11,261 

10.675 

283,528 

22,652 
11.244 

203.962 

7,706 
4.197 

29.199 
39.862 

47.491 
83.486 
27,567 
10,727 

4.570 
10.153 
6,539 

14,947 

7.685 
3,587 3.206 

4.934 
5,021 4,612 

29.443 
5,088 

24.697 

28.545 
4.677 

Note: Figures in this table are estimates. The District of Columbia, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho. Illinois. Iowa. Kentucky. 
North Carolina and Virginia were excluded from this table because they had complete data for all four of the major 
categories. 

-- = Represents complete reported data. 

Trial Courts 

Data for trial courts were estimated by case 
category: civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile. Far fewer states reported complete 
trial data than for appellate data. As a result, 
the estimates of the national totals of cases 
filed and disposed in trial CQurts are less 
accurate than those given for appellate courts. 

Civil : 

(5) Filings = -23,683 + 60.43 (total state 
expenditures) 

(6) Dispositions = -5,547 + .97 (trial co~rt civil 
filings) 

Equation (5) is based on data from 24 states, 
while equation (6) is based on data from only 19. 
The R2 for equations 5 and 6 were 88~ and 99% 
respectively. 

The estimates of the volume of civil filings 
and dispositions in trial courts in ~11 states are 
given in Table B. 

Crimi nal : 

(7) Filings = -12.238 + 49.9 (total state 
population) 

(8) Dispositions = -876 + .94 (trial court 
criminal filings) 

Equation (7) was based on data from 21 states, 
while equation (8) was based on data from 16 
states. The R2 were 86~ and 99% respectively. 

The estimates of criminal filings and 
dispositions for all states are given in Table B. 

Traffic: 

(9) Filings = 22,762 + 40.9 (number of sworn 
police personnel) 

(10) Dispositions m -4,965 + .98 (1979 trial court 
traffic fili ngs) 
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The procedure used to estimate the number of 
traffic cases filed and disposed during 1979 
represents a radical departure from that used in 
previous years. A few states include parking 
cases as a part of their traffic case10ad; most do 
not. In order to prevent those few states that 
inclUde parking cases from inflating the estimates 
for states that do not include parking cases in 
their case10ad. states reporting traffic data 
which inclUde parking tases that werp. eliminated 
from the data were California, Hawaii, Il11nois, 
Massachusetts and New Jersey. Equation (9) was 
estimated with complete traffic filing data (minus 
parking cases) from 22 states, while equation (10) 
was estimated with complete dispositions minus 
parking cases from 21. The R2 for equations (9) 
and (10) were 44% and 99% respectively. Several 
states had disposition data but no filing data, 
and the following equation was used to estimate 
filings for those states: 

Filings = 6,682 + 1.01 (1979 dispositions). 

This equation had an R2 of 99%. 

Juvenile: 

(11) Filings = 2.124 + .58 (1979 judicial 
expenditures) 

(12) Dispositions = -309 + .98 (1979 trial court 
juvenile filings) 

Complete juveni1e data were reported by more 
states than were data for any other categor,y of 

trial court cases. Filing estimates were based on 
data from 39 states; disposition estimates were 
based on data from 29. However, toe R2 value 
(i.e., 30%) for measuring the adequacy of the 
estimation equation was lower for juvenile filings 
than it was for any of the other equations. Thi" 
is probilbly a reflection of the different way each 
state cti~nts juvenile cases. Although the R~ 
was aO low that very little confidence can be 
afforded esti~ates based on equation (11) r it was 
the highest R available for inclusion HI the 
equation. Although the R2 for equation (12) was 
very high (i .e •• 99%) the estimates resulting from 
equation (12) were based upo~ juvenile filings 
yielded by the poor estimates of equation (11). 

B. Calculation of the Estimates of National Totals 

For each of the twelve categories of data 
represented above by an estimation equation, an 
estimate of the na.tional total volume was 
calculated. Actual figures or estimates for all 
50 states, the District of Col'mbia, Guam and 
Puerto Rico were added together to estimate the 
national totals. Finally, the estimates of total 
filings were added together by level of court to 
produce estimates of the total number of cases 
filed in all appellate courts and in all. trial 
courts. Total dispositions for appellate and 
trial courts ",ere produced in a similar manner. 
The estimates of case10ad volume for appellate 
courts is given in Table 1 and fer trial courts 1n 
Table 14 in Part I of this volume. 

The estimates reported in Tables 1 and 14 should 
be considered as "ballpark" estimates of the 
actual data. 
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Appendix B: Sources of 1979 state court caseload statistics 

STATE 
COURTS OF 

LAST RESORT 

Alabama ••••• Annual Report, 1978-79 
(The Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

Alaska •••••• Alaska Court s1stem, 1979 
Annual Report Administrative 
Dlrector of the Courts) and 
memo from clerk to justices 
of Supreme Court entitled 
"Annual Statistical Report 1979" 

Arizona ••••• The Arizona Courts, 1979 
Judicial Report (ArlLona 
Supreme court) 

Arkansas •••• 

California •• 

CC/10rado .... 

Connecticut • 

Delaware .... 

Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 
Judicial Statistics (Executive 
Secretary, JUdicial Depart
ment) 

1980 Annual Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
California Courts (Judicial 
Council of Californi~) 

Annual Statistical Report of 
the Colorado Jadiciart 1978-79 
(Office of the State ourt 
Admi nl strator) 

Report of the Judicial Depart
ment, State of Connecticut 
Julf I, 1978 to June 3D, 1980 
(C~ef Justice and chief Court 
Administrator, Judicial Depart
ment) 

1979 Annual ~elort of the 
Delaware Judlc arf (Director. 
AdminIstrative Of ice of the 
Courts) 

District of 1979 Annual Report (Joint 
Columbia •••• CommIttee on Judicial Admini

stration in the District of 
Columbia and Executive Officer) 

Florida ••••• Florida Judicial ~stem Sta
tistical Report 19 9 (Office 
of state Courts AdmInistrator) 

Geor91a ..... 

Guam •••••••• 

Sixth Annual Report (Adminis
trative Office of the Courts) 
and "The Caseload of the 
Supreme Court of Geor9la" 
(Timothy W. Floyd) (unpublished) 

Hawaii ...... State of Hawaii: Annual Report 
1978-1979 (Administrative 
Director of the Courts) 

Idaho ••••••• The Idaho Courts 1979 Annual 
Repor; and Appendix (Admlnl
strat ve Office of the Courts) 

Illinois •••• 1979 Annual Report of the 
suareme Court of Illinois 
(A mfnfstratlve Office of the 
1l1i\1ois Courts) 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

Annual Report, 1978-79 
{lhe Administrative Director 
of the Courts} and unpublish
ed data provided by the clerk 
of the Court of Civil Appeals 
and the Court of Criminal 
Appeals 

The f>.ri zona Courts. 1979 
Judi ci a I Repolt (Ad zona 
Supreme Court 

Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 
Judicial Statistics (Executive 
Secretary. JUdicial Depart
ment) 

1980 Annual Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
~llfornla Courts (Judicial 
Council of California) 

Annual Statistical Report of 
the Colorado Judiciary 
"1978-79 (OfHce of thi State 
~dministrator) 

GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Annual Report. 1978-79 
(The Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

Alaska Court s1stem,1979 
Annual Report Administrative 
Director of the Courts) 

The Arizona Courts. 1979 
Judicial Report (Arizona 
Supreme Court) 

Fifteenth Annual Report, 1979 
Judicial Statistics (Execu
tive Secretary, JLdicial 
Department) 

1980 Annlla1 Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
Cal iforn1l1 Courts (Judi cl al 
Council of1aTTfOrni a) 

Annual Statistical Report of 
the Colorado JUdiciary, 
1978-79 (Office of the State 
Court Administrator) 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Annual Report, 1978-79 
(The Administrative 
Director of the Courts) 

Alaska Court slstem, 1979 
Anlwa1 Re~ort Adminis
trative D rector of the 
Courts) 

The Arizona Courts, 1979 
Judicial Report (Arizona 
Supreme Court) and unpub
lished data provided by 
the Admlnistr~tlve Director 
of the Courts 

Fifteenth Annual Report. 
1979 Judicial Statistics 
(Executive Secretary, 
Judicial Department) 

19BD Annual Report of the 
~Inistratlve Office of 
the California Courts 
(Judicial Council of 
California) and 
unpublished data provided 
by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts 

Annual Statistical Refort 
of the Colorado Judic ary, 
1978-79 (Office of the 
~ourt Administrator) 

Report of the Judicial Depart- Report of the Judicial Depart- Report of the Judicial 
ment, State of Connecticut ment. State of Connecticut Department, Slate of 
JUlf I, 1978 to June 3D, 1980 JUlf I, 1978 to June 30, 1980 tonnecticut July I, 1978 to 
(Ch ef Justice and chief Court (Ch ef Justice and Chief Court June 3D, 1980 (chief Justice 
Administrator. Judicial Depart- Administrator, Judicial Depart- and Chief Court Administra-
ment) ment) and Court Unification: tor. Judicial Department) 

The First 365 Days (Office of 
Chief Court ~dministrator, 
JUdicial Dep~rtment) 

1979 Annual Rerort of the 
Delaware Judlc arf (Director, 
Administrative Of ice of the 
Courts) 

1979 Annual Report (Joint 
Committee on Judicial Admini
stration In the District of 
Columbia and Executive 
Officer) 

1979 Annual Re10rt of the 
Delaware Judlc ary 
(Director. AdministratiVe 
Office of the Courts) 

Florida Judicial S,stem Sta- Florida Judicial S,stem Sta- Florida Judicial System 
tlstlcal Report 19(9 (Office tlstlcal Report 19 9 (Office Statistical Report 1979 
of state Courts Administrator) of state Courts AdmInistrator) lUTYice of state Courts) 

Sixth Annual Report (Adminis
trative Office of the Courts) 

1979 Annuai Report of the 
su~reme Court of Illinois 
(A mlnlstr~tlve Office of the 
Illinois Courts) 

Sixth Annual Report 
~stratlve Office of the 
Courts) 

1980 Annual Report (Superior 
Court of GUam) 

State of Hawaii: Annual 
Report 1978-79 (Administrative 
Director of the Courts) 

Idaho Courts 1979 Annual 
R;poht (Administrative Office 
o t e Courts) 

1979 Annu~l Report of the 
5u~reme Court of Illinois 
(A mlnistratlve Office of the 
I11lnols Courts) 

Sixth Annual Report 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

State of Hawaii: Annual 
Report 1978-79 (Adminis
trative Director of the 
Courts) 

COURTS OF 
STATE LAST RESORT 

Indiana ••••• 1979 Indiana Judicial Report 
(Division of State Court 
Administration) 

Iowa •••••••• 1979 Annual Statistic~l 

Rrpofits (Court Administrator 
o t e Judicial Department) 

Kansas •••••• Annual Report on the Courts of 
Kansas, JU1~ Ii 1978 through 
June 30, 19 9 Office of 
Judicial Administration) 

Kentucky.... Annual Report. 1979-80 
(Administratjv~ Office of the 
Court5) 

Louisiana... Judicial Council Annual Report 
wlth 1979 Statistics and 
Related Data (Judicial Admin
i strator) 

Maine ....... Annual Re~ort 1979 (Adminis
trative 0 flce of the Courts) 

Maryland •••• Annual Report 1978-79 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Massachusetts Unpublished data supplied by 
the Supreme Judicial Court 

Michigan •••• Annual Report 1978-79 
(State Court Administrator) 

Minnesota ••• Not av~ilable 

Mississippi. 13th and 14th Annual Statls
tl CD 1 Reports 1918. 1979 
(Executive ASsistant. Supreme 
Court) 

Mi ssouri .... Judi cl a 1 Departmel1t of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Report FY1979--System in 
TransItion (Offir.e of the 
State COurts Administrator) 

Montana ..... 

Nebraska •••• 

Nevada •••••• 

New ~:ampshi re 

New Jersey •• 

Unpubl hhed data suppl i ed by 
the ~tate Court Administrator 

The Courts of Nebraska 1979 
(Office of the State court 
Administrator) and unpublished 
data provided by tha Clerk 
of the Supreme Court 

Unpubli$hed data provided by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

Eighteenth Biennial Re~ort 
of the JUdicial Councl of the 
State of New Ham~shire 
(Chairman, Judlc al Council) 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(AdmInistratIve Olrector of 
the Courts) 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

1979 Indiana Judicial Report 
(Division of State Court 
Administration) 

1979 Annual Statistical 
Rypoht (Court Administrator 
o t e Judicial Department) 

Annual Report on the Courts 
of kansas, JUI~ I, 1978 
throu~h June 3 , 1979 (Office 
of Ju icia! Administration) 

Annual Report, 1979-80 
(Administrdtive Office of 
the Courts) 

Judicial Council Annual 
~~ 1919 statistics 
an Related Data (JUdicial 
Adml nl strator) 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Unpublished data supplied by 
the Supreme JUdicial Court 

Annual Re10rt 1979-80 (State 
Court Adm nistrator) 

Judicial Department of 
Rrssourl Annual Statistical 
Report FY1979--System In 
Transition (Office of the 
State Courts Administrator) 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts) 

_w indicates that the state has no court at this level. 

GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

1979 Indiana Judicial Report 
(Division of State Court 
Administration) 

1979 Annual Statistical 
Report, Iowa JUdlClar~ (Court 
Administrator of theudlc1al 
Department) 

Annual Report on the Courts 
of kansas. JU1~ 1. 1978 
throu~h June 3 , 1979 (Office 
of Ju lclal Administration) 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Judicial Council Annual 
Reaort with 1919 statistics 
an Related Data (Judicial 
Admi nl strator) 

Unpublished data supplied by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Annual Rep~~t--The Office of 
the Chief ~dmlnistratlve Jus
tice of tne Trial Court. 1979 
(Chief Administrative Justice) 

Annual Re~ort 1978-79 (State 
Court Adm nistrator) 

Unpublished data supplied by 
the Office of the State Court 
Administrator 

Not available 

JudiCial Department of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Report FV!979--System In 
Transition (OffIce of the 
State Courts Administrator) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the State Court Administrator 

The Courts of Nebraska 1979 
(Office of the state Court 
Admi n lstrator) 

unpublished data provided by 
the Clerk of the 2nd District 

Eighteenth Biennial RetOrt 
of the Judicial councl 01' 
the State of fhw Ham~shl re 
(Chairman. Judlclalouncll) 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

1979 Indiana Judicial 
Report (Division of State 
Court Administration) 

Not avail abl e 

Annual Report. 1979-80 
(Administrative Otfice of 
the Courts) 

Judicial Council Annual 
Report with 1919 statis-
tics and Related Data 
(Judicial Administrator) 

Annual Report 1979 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) and unpublished 
data supplied by the Adminis
trative Office of the Courts 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(State Court 
Admlnistator) 

Unpublished data supplied 
by the Office of the 
State Court Administrator 

Not avail able 

Not available 

The Courts of Nebraska 
1979 (Office of the State 
Court Administrator) 

Not avail abl e 

Eighteenth Biennial 
Report of the Judicial 
Council of the State of 
New Ham~shlre (Chairman, 
Judicia Council) 

Annual Report 1978-79 and 
Proceedings In the 
Municipal Courts. ~ 
1978 to Aug. 31, 1979-
(Administrative olrector 
of the Courts) 

(continued on next page) 
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Appendix B: Sources of 1919 state court caseload statistics (continued) 

COURTS OF INTERMEDIATE GENERAL LIMITED 
STATE LAST RESORT APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JURISDiCTION COURTS 

New Mexico Annual Re~ort! 1979 (Judicial Annual Re~ort, 1979 (Judicial Annual Re~ort, 1979 (Judicial Annual Re~ort, 1979 
Departmen of the State of Department of the State of Department of the State of (JudIcial Department of 
New Mexico) New Mexico) New Mexico) the State of New Mexico) 

New York .... Second Annual Re~ort 1980 Second Annual Re~ort 198D Second Annual Re~ort 1980 Second Annual Re~ort 1980 
(Chief Administrator or-the (Chief Administrator of the (Chief Administrator of the (Chief Administrator of 
Courts) Courts) Courts) the Courts) 

North North Carolina Courts 1978-79 Unpublished data from Clerk North Carolina Courts 1978-79 North Carolina Courts 
Carolina (Administrative Office of the of Court of Appeals (Administrative Office of the 1978-79 (Administrative 

Courts) Courts) orrrce-of the Courts) 

North Dakota. Annual ReRorts, 1979, 1980 Annual ReRort, 1979 Annual ReRort, 1979, 1980 
(North oa ota Judicial (North Oa ota Judicial (North Oa ota Judicial 
Council) and unpublished data Council) Council ) 
supplied by the Clerk of the 
Supreme Court 

Ohio •••••••• Ohio Courts summart 1979 Ohio Courts summart 1979 Ohio Courts summar~ 1979 Ohio Courts summart 1979 
(Office of the Adm nistratlve (Office of the Adm nistratlve {Office of the Adm nlstrative (Office of the Adm nis-
Di rector) Director) Di rector) tratlve Director) 

Oklahoma •••• Re~ort on the Judiciarl 1979 Re~ort on the Judiciar~ 1979 Re~ort on the Judiciarl 1979 Re,ort on the Judlciarl 
{Admi ni stratlve Oi rector' of (A mlnistratlve Director of (A ministrative Director of 19 g (Administrative 
the Courts) the Courts) the Courts) Director of the Courts) 

Oregon •• " ••• 26th Annual Re~ort Relating to 26th Annual Re~ort Rel~ting 26th Annual Re~ort Relati...!!9. 26th Annual Re~ort 
JUdicial Admln-stration In the to Judicial Administration in to Judicial Administration ~elatlng to Ju-Iclal 
courts of Oregon, 1979 the Courts of Oregon. 1979 In the Courts of ore~on! Administration In the 
(Office of the State COurt (Office of the State Court 1979 (Office of the tate Courts of Oregon, 1919 
Administrator) Administrator) Court Administrator) (Office of the State 

Court Administrator) 

Pennsylvania. 1979 Annual Report 1979 Annual Re~ort 1979 Annual Re~ort 
(Administrative Office of the (Administrative Office of the (Administrative Office of the 
Pennsyl vania Courts) Pennsylvania Courts) Pennsylvania Courts) 

Puerto Ri co •• Annual Re~rt 1978-79 (Office Annual Re~rt 1978-79 (Office Annual Re~ort 1978-79 
of COurt ministration) of Court dministration) (offl ce 0 Court 

Administration) 

Rhode Island. Unpublished data provided by Unpublished data provided by Re~ort on the Judiciar~! 
the Administrative Office of the Administrative Office of 19 9 (Administrative 
the Courts the Courts nTffce of the Courts) 

South Annual Re~ort 1979 (Judicial Annual Re~ort. 1980 Annual Re~ort, 1980 
Carolina Department of South Carolina) {The Judicial Department of (The Judicial Department 

South Carolina) of South Carolina) 

South Dakota. Benchmark: Biennial Re~ort of Benchmark: A Biennial Re~ort 
the South Dakota Onifle of the South Dakota Onlfled 
Judicial Slstem FY 1978 and Judicial Slstem, FY1~78 and 
1979 (State Court Admin- 1979 (State Court Adminis-
TStrator's Office) and unpub- trator's Office) 
lished data provided by the 
Cl erk of the Supreme Court 

Tennessee ••• 1979 Annual Re~ort (Executive 1979 Annual Re~ort (Executive 1979 Annunl Re~ort (Executive 
Secretary, SUpreme Court of Secretary, Supreme Court of Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) Tennessee) Tennessee) 

Texas 51st Annual RetOrt 19;9 51st Annual RetOrt 1979 51st Annual RetOrt 1979 51st Annual Retort 1979 
(Texas JUdicia council) (Texas JUdicia CouP.~fT) (Texas JUdicia council) (Texas JUdicia council) 

Utah •••••••• Annual Re~ort Utah Courts Annual Re~ort, Utah Courts Annual Re~ort, Utah Courts 
Jull I, 1-80 to June 3D! 1981 Jull I. I 78-June 30. ~ Jull I, 1 78-June 3D, 1979 
\Utah JUdicial Council) and (Otah JUdicial Council) (Otah Judicial council) 
unpublished data supplied by and Juvenile Court for the 
the Clerk of the Supreme Court State of Otah, Annual ~e-

gort! 1979 (Administrative 
fflce of Juvenile Court) 

Vermont ••••• JUdicial StatistIcs for Year JudicIal Statistics for Year Judicial StatistIcs for 
tndlng June 301 1979 Ending June 30! 1979 Year Ending June 30, 1979 
(Of'fice of the COurt (Office of the Court (Office of the Court 
Admi ni strator) Administrator) Adml nl strator) 

Virginia .... State of the Judiclar~ Re~orts State of the Judiciar~ Re~ort State of the JUdltiar¥ 
1978! 1979 (Office of the ~(Office of the Execu ive Report 1979 (Office 0 the 
Executive Secretary, Supreme ~etary, Supreme Court) Executive Secretary, 
Court) Sup reme Court) 
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STATE 

Washington 

West 
VirginIa 

COURTS OF 
LASl RESORT 

22nd, 23rd Annual Re~orts 
1978, 1979 (Office 0 the 
Administrator for the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts 

Wisconsin ••• Unpublfshed data provided by 
the Director of the State 
Courts Ofn ce 

Wyoming ••••• Unpublished data provided by 
the Court Coordinator and the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

22nd, 23rd Annual Re~orts 
1978. 1979 (Office 0 the 
Administrator for the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Director of the State 
Courts Office 

-- indicates that the state has no court at this level. 

GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

23rd A11lual RetOrt 1979 
aiiCrL tlO Annua ~egort of 
the Caseloads andperatlons 
of the Courts of Washington 
('Of1TCe of the Admi n fstrator 
of the Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Director of the State 
Courts' Offi ce 

"'loming Minor CQurt System 
~eview (Gayle R. Stewart. 
Assistant Court Coordinator) 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

23rd Annual Report 1979 
(Off! ce of the 
Administrator for the 
Courts) 

I)npublished data provided 
by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Di rector of the 
State Courts Office 

Wyomi ng Mi nor Court Slstem 
Review (Gayle R. Stewart, 
~ant Court Coordinator) 
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Other publications from the Court Statistics and Information Management project. 

Available from the National Center for State Courts: 

State Court Case10ad Statistics: Annual Report 1976 

Caseluad information from all appellate and general jurisdiction courts and 118 of the 183 
limited jurisdiction courts is presented in state court caseload profiles and compiled in 
summary tables. 1980,413 pages, 36 oz., paperback, $12.50. Available from Subscription 
Services, National Center for State Courts, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, VA 23185 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1977 

Caseload information from all appellate and general jurisdiction courts, and from all 
limited jurisdiction courts which reported data for 1977 is presented in this report. 
1982, 461 pages, 37 oz., paperback, $12.50, plus shipping. 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1978 

Caseload information from all appellate and general jurisdiction courts and from 118 of the 
183 limited jurisdiction courts is presented in this report. 1983,473 pages, 46 oz., 
paperback, $12.50, plus shipping. 

Court Case Management Information Systems Manual 

This manual reviews local and statewide case management information requirements and 
presents sets of model data elements, data collection forms and case management output 
reports for each level of court. 342 pages, 29 oz., paperback, $15.00, plus shipping. 

The Business of State Trial Courts 

Oefining courts business as cases filed, serious cases, and contested cases, this monograph 
tests six w~ths about courts, their work and decisions. 1983,158 pages, 14 oz., 
paperback, $10.00, plus shipping. 

The following two publications may be ordered from the Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, VA 23185: 

State Court Model Annual Report 

Suggested formats to be used in preparing state court annual reports. Discusses topics to 
be considered for inclus,;on in court reports. 88 pages. Single copies available free of 
charge. 

Implementing the Model Annual Report 

Outlines the steps necessary for developing a new statistical information reporting system 
or modifying an existing one. Contains forms for diagnosing minimal data needs. 141 
pages. A limited number of single copies are available free of charge. 

Available from the National Criminal Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850: 

State Court Model Statistical Dictionary 

Contains definitions of terms used to classify and count court caseload. Gives the court 
statistical usage for each term. 129 pages. Single copies available free of charge. 

State Court Organization, 1980 

A reference for informatfon on court management and administration in the 50 states and 5 
territories. Contains individual state profiles and summary tables on topics including 
court organf.zation and jurisdiction; judicial compensation, qualifications, and selection; 
juries; and the functions of the administrative office of the courts. 537 pages. Single 
copies available free of charge. 
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
National Court Statistics Project 

USER EVALUATION 
State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 197~ 

Dear Reader: 
The National Court Statistics Project is interested in your comments and 

suggestions about this report. We have provided this form for whatever 
opinions you wish to express about it. Please cut out both of these pages, 
staple them together, and mail to the preprinted address. 

Thank you for your help. 

1-------------------------------------------------------------------------------,-
1. For what purpose did you use this report? 

2. For that purpose, the report- [J Met most of my needs 

[J Met none of my needs [] 

3. How 

[J 

IJ 
[J 

[J 

[J 

Me t some of my needs 

will this report be useful to you? 

Data source 

Teaching material 

Reference for article or report 

General inf.ormation 

Criminal justice program planning 

[] Other (please specify) ___ _ 

IJ Will not be useful to me 
(please-explain) --------

4. Which parts of the report, if any, were difficult to understand or use? 
How could they be improved.? 



...,.~-~-- ~-~-~-~~ --- - ----- • 

5. Can you point out specific parts of the text or table notes that are not 
clear or terms that need to be defined? 

6. Axe there ways this report could be improved that you have not mentioned? 

7. Please suggest other topics you would like to see addressed in future 
reports using state court caseload data. 

8. In what capacity did you use this report? 

[J Researcher IJ Educator IJ Student 

[J Criminal justice agency employee 

IJ Government other than criminal justice - Specify 

1:1 Other - Specify 

------------------------------------------

i 
j ,l 

l. . 

l 
II 

9. 

10. 

11-

12. 

--
If you used this report as a governmental employee, please indicate the 
level of government. 

[J Federal [J County IJ Other - Specify 

[J State IJ Municipal 

If you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please 
indicate the sector in which you work. 

[J Law enforcement (police) [J Corrections 

[] Legal services and prosecution IJ Parole 

[J Public or private defense services IJ Criminal justice planning 

[J Courts or court administration 0 Other criminal justice 

[J 
agency - Specify type 

Probation 

If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate 
the type of position you hold. Mark all that apply. 

[J Agency or institution administrator [J Program or project manager 

[J General program planner/evaluator/ IJ Statistician 
analyst 

[J 
[J 

Other - Specify 
Budget planner/evaluator/analyst 

[J Operations or management planner/ 
evaluator/analyst 

Additional comments 

.-

-



National Court Statistics Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

(fold here) 

• 

Please 
Af£i)( 

Postage 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(fold here) 

(Optional) 

Name Telephone ( ) 

Number and street 

City State ------------------------------------------ ___ Zip 
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