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SUMMARY OF WISCONSIN HOMICIDES: 1960-1990

General Trends

+ From 1960 to 1990, the number of homicides has increased by 337 percent. In the last ten years, the
number of homicides increased 64 percent.

» The increase in the homicide rate has not been as great as the number of incidents, increasing 246 percent
in the last thirty years and 52 percent in the last ten years.

« In 1989, Wisconsin's homicide rate of 3.6 per 100,000 res1dcnts ranked 39th among all the states The
overall natlonal rate was 8.7 homicides per 100,000 residents.

Victims

* In 1990 the typical homicide victim was a 31 year old black male.

¢ The average victim age declined from 35 in 1984 to 31 in 1990.

« The percentage of black victims increased from 23 percent in 1984 to 55 percent in 1990.

Offenders
« In 1990 the average homicide offender was a 23 year old black male.

+ The percentage of black offenders increased from 31 percent in 1984 to 60 percent in 1990.

Relationships
* The offender and victim were known to each other in about 80 percént of the Casés since 1§84.

» Over 90 percent of homicides since 1984 were intraracial.

Weapons and Circumstances

» The percentage of homicides involving a firearm increased during the last two years.
+ Homicides were most likely to result from an argument.

Milwaukee

+ Milwaukee's proportion of Wisconsin's homicides increased from 40 percent in 1984 to 70 percent in
1990.

+ Victims of homicide in Milwaukee were more likely to be young, black, and male.

+ The proportion of homicides with firearms increased during the past two years.
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Background

This report presents general trends in homicides in the State of Wisconsin between 1960 and
1990. The most detailed analysis is of homicides during the last seven years, 1984-1990. These
data include information about the characteristics of the victims and perpetrators of homicide.

DEFINITION: According to the Uniform Crime Reporting system, murder and nonnegligent
manslaughter are the willful, nonnegligent killing of one human being by another. The classifi-
cation of this offense, as for all other Crime Index Offenses, is based on police investigation as
opposed to the determination of a court, medical examiner, coroner, jury or other judicial body.
Not included in the count for this offense classification are deaths caused by negligence, suicide,
or accident; justifiable homicides, which are the killing of felons by law enforcement officers in
the line of duty or by private citizens during commission of the felony; and attempts to murder or
assaults to murder, which are classified as aggravated assaults.

METHODOLOGY: The data for this report was tabulated from the Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) system. Specifically, the more detailed information from the last seven years is from the
Supplemental Homicide database of the Office of Justice Assistance - Statistical Analysis
Center. Population data for calculating homicide rates was interpolated from projections by the
Department of Administration. At the time of this preparation, 1990 homicide data were prelimi-
nary and could be subject to change when complete data are available.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990 1




In the last thirty years, the number of homicides increased 337 percent. The homicide rate per 100,000
population has increased 246 percent.

« In the last ten years, the number of homicides increased nearly 64 percent and the homicide rate has
increased 52 percent.
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Homicide Rate by Region: 1979-1989
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Wisconsin's homicide rate
is substaintally below both
the National rate and the
rate for the Midwest (ND,
SD, M1, W1, MN, 1L, IO,
MI, OH, IN, KS, NE).

In 1989, Wisconsin's
homicide rate ranked 39th
in the Nation.

1989 Homicide Rates:
U.S. 8.7
Midwest 6.6

Wisconsin 3.6

Wisconsin's 1990 homicide
rate was 4.5.

In the last 20 years,
homicide has decreased
as a proportion of the
violent crimes
committed.

However, in the last 5
years, homicide has
increased slightly as a
proportion of the violent
crimes.




The basic chracteristics of the typical homicide victim are revealed in the following graphs. The
typical victim in 1990 was a relatively young black male.

Age of Victim: 1984-19%0

i 019
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Note: In 1988, the age was unknown for two victims.

Average Age of Victim The age distribution of the victim has been
fairly stable over the last seven years, but
Year Average Age decreased during the last two years.
1990 31 » During this period, the oldest victim of
homicide was 92.
1989 32
: » The youngest victims of homicide were
1988 35 less than one week old.
1987 34 v * The average age of the victim over the
1984-1990 period was 33 years.
1986 31
» Age 20-29 is consistently the most
1985 34 frequent age group for homicide
victims.
1984 35

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990
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Sex of Victim: 1984-1990

Over the last seven years, the
breakdown of male and female
victims has remained relatively
Males unchanged.

W

* 69.8 percent are male.

» 30.2 percent are female.

The race of the victim has undergone considerable change in the last seven years:

+ The percent of black victims has more « The number of Asian and Native American

)
|
: than doubled (24% to 57%). victims has remained small.
| » The number of black victims more than ¢ The number of white victims has decreased
quadrupled, from 28 to 125 from 1984 to in 1988 and 1989, but rosz again in 1990.
1990.

:
:
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The victimization rates for victims of different sex, age, and race categories illustrate the different risks for
each of the cohorts. Young men (18-44 years) have the hightest victimization rate. The victimization rate
for young males increased sharply during 1989 and 1990. The victimization rate for blacks has increased
steadily over the last seven years. In 1990 a black person was more than 10 times as likely to be a victim
of a homicide as a white person.

Homicide Rate by Sex: 1984-1990
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“The Victim

Homicide Rate by Race: 1984-1990
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Age of Known Offenders: 1984-1990
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A Avge of Offend The typical age of the offender was slightly
verageAgeo enders less than the age of the victim. The data for
19841990 show that:

Y A A
ear Average Age « The oldest offender was 82.

1990 28
» The youngest offender was 10.
1989 30
» The average age of the offender was 30
1988 31 years.
1987 29 » The most frequent age group, like that of
the victim, was 20 to 29 years.
1986 29
85 3 Note: In approximately 20 percent of the cases, the age
19 0 of the offender is unknown.
1984 30

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990




_. The Offender

Sex of Known Offenders: 1984-1990

Considering only the sex of known
offenders:

» 85.9 percent were male.

¢ 14.1 percent were female.

Race of Known Offenders: 1984-1990
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The racial breakdown of offenders when race was known (race was unknown in 18.5%

of the cases) indicates:

¢ From 1984-1990, when race was
known, the offender was black in 46.7
percent of the cases.

» The percent of black offenders increased
from 31 percent in 1984 to 60 percent in
1990.

¢ Asians and Native Americans commit
few homicides in the State.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990

Except for 1988, the fluctuation in the
number of homicides by white offenders
has been minimal.

Since 1988, the number of black homicide
offenders has steadily increased.




Relationship of Offender to Victim 1984-1990

100

Friend/
B

Acquaintance

Relative

Frequency

[ Stranger

1984 1985

Unknown

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Year

Relationship of Offender to Victim by Sex of Victim: 1984-1990
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In most cases, the
victim and offender in
a homicide knew each
other. The offender
and victim were
strangers to each other
between 10 and 20
percent of the time
(10.8% in 1990).
Additional clearances
for 1990 homicides
will likely reveal more
infomation about the
relationships between
victim and offender.
(See Appendix C for
actual relationship
figures.)
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Other
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Stranger
Unknown
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Sex of Victim

The data reveal that female victims were more likely to have had a "sig-
nificant other" relationship (spouses, boyfriends, girlfriends and homo-
sexual relationships) with the offender. Overall, female victims were
more likely to have known the offender than male victims (72.5% for

females and 62.6% for males).

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990
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Race of Known Offender by Race of Victim: 1984-1990
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Male
Victim

Female
Victim

Relati

The data from 1984 to 1990
indicate that most homicides
were intraracial (of the same
race). Black offenders have
a slighly higher tendency
towards interracial (of a
different race) homicide.

An anaylsis of victim and
offender reveals that both
sexes were likely to kill
males than females.
However, a female offender

" was more likely to kill a

man than was a male
offender.

11
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Circumstances of Homicides: 1984-1990
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The available classifications of the circumstances of homicides are fairly broad.
According to the information provided, the most frequent circumstance of a homicide is
an argument, although details of the argument are not available.

Type of Weapon Used: 1984-1990

140
120 Firearm
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0
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Year

Firearms are the preferred weapons of murderers (63% in 1990). Homicides
involving a firearm increased notably during 1989 and 1990. The next most
common type of weapons used were cutting instruments, which were used in 21.7
percent)of homicides from 1984 to 1990. (See Appendix B for actual weapon use
figures.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960--1990
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Breakdown of Firearm Use: 1984-1990
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Weapon Use by Sex: 1984-1990

Of the firearms used, handguns
were the most common type of
firearm. Handguns comprised 38.1
percent of all weapons used in
homicides from 1984 to 1990 (see
Appendix B).

60%

Sex of Victim

8 Firearm

Cutting
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Personal
H Weapon

2 Oth
er

The breakdown of weapon by victim sex reveals that ﬁrearms were used more frequent-
ly against male victims then female victims.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990
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Milﬂa“kgg Trgngg

The City of Milwaukee has accounted for an increased proportion of the homicides in the State in recent
years (up from 54% in 1980 to 70% in 1990). This section compares some of the trends in Milwaukee to
the rest of the State.

Number of Homicides: State of Wisconsin, City of Milwaukee: 1980-1990

City of Milwaukee's
Milwaukee Percent of
Year State Total Total the Total
1980 136 74 54%
1981 159 71 45%
1982 141 60 43%
1983 128 51 C 40%
1984 117 47 40%
1985 136 69 51%
1986 153 84 55%
1987 170 93 55%
1988 145 81 56%
1989 177 113 64%
1990 223 155 70%

National Homicide Rate (for Cities 500,000 - 1,000,000)
Compared to the City of Milwaukee: 1980-1989
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Compared to other cities of 500,000-1,000,000 population, Milwaukee's homicide rate has remained
below the national rate. However, in the last few years, Milwaukee's rate has begun to approach the
national average. In 1990, Milwaukee's homicide rate was 25.8.

14 Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990



R aonhiEl RS S L

S . U W T T

Milwaukee Victims

Number of Homicide Victims by Sex in Milwaukee: 1984-1990
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Homicide Victims by Race in Milwaukee: 1984-1990
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Average Age of Homicide Victims in
Milwaukee: 1984-1990

Year
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

Average age
32

36
30
31
31
27
29

Based on 1984 to 1990 data, the victim profile for Milwaukee
differed from the rest of the State. In Milwaukee, victims
were predominately male (78.2%) and black (68.1%).
Victims in the balance of the State were less frequently male
(55.7%) and more frequently white (86.7%). The average
age of victims in Milwaukee was nearly a year below the
average for the rest of the State. The great disparity in the
race of victims can be accounted for in part by population
makeup.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990
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Homicide Offenders by Sex in Milwaukee: 1984-1990
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Average Age of Homicide Offenders
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Year
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1990

Average Age

| Unknown

R

1990

For 1984-1990, the profile of offenders in Milwaukee

29

generally parallels the offender profile for the rest of the
State, except for race. When the sex of the offender
was known, the offenders was over 80 percent male.

The average age of the offender was less than one year

30
29
27

below the average for the rest of the State. However,
the race of the offender was predominately black (74%)
in the City of Milwaukee, compared to the predominate-
ly white offender (83%) in the balance of the State,

Like elsewhere in the State, most homicides in

31
28
27

Milwaukee are intraracial.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990
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In most Milwaukee cases, the offender was known to the victim. During the 1984-1990
period, however, the percentage of "stranger" homicides was six percent higher in the City of
Milwaukee than in the remainder of State. The large portion of unknown relationships in
1990 may reflect the lag time for clearances (that is, as more cases are cleared, the relation-
ships will be known.) (See Appendix C for actual relationship data.)

Interracial/Intraracial Homicides: City of Milwaukee

Compared to the Balance of the State: 1984-1990

300
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200

Frequency
(o
W
[

The pattern of interracial/
intraracial homicides differs

N Black Offender/ between the City of
Nonblack Victim Milwaukee and the balance of
the State.
R, Black O_ffe_nder/ .
SR Black Victim * In Milwaukee from 1984
355 to 1990, interracial
B White Offender/ homicides with black
L, | Nonwhite Victim offenders were 11percent
of all black offender
R _ : homicides, 10 percent of
i e S tenden homicides with white
R offenders were interracial
. homicides.
City of Milwaukee Balance of State ;
Region » For the balance of the

State, interracial
homicides were 41.9
percent for black
offenders and 2.2 percent
for white offenders.

Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990 17



Breakdown of Weapon Use for Milwaukee: 1984~1990

Weapon use in homicides in
Milwaukee showed somewhat
different patterns than the rest of
the State. There was a higher

instance of firearm use, and

B Handgun within that category, a higher

: instance of handgun use. In fact,
Other Firearm over the last seven years, 44
: percent of all Milwaukee

B Coting homicides involved handguns,

s compared to 30 percent for the

il Personal balance of the State. During only

Bf All Other the last two years the difference is
even greater, with almost 50

percent of Milwaukee homicides
involving handguns and two-
thirds involving firearms of all
types. (See Appendix B for
specific weapon use figures.)

18 Office of Justice Assistance: Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990



Conclusion

While the number of homicides in Wisconsin has increased by 337 percent in the past thirty
years, some of the most dramatic changes have occurred in the past two years. The total
number of homicides has increased by nearly 54 percent in two years, from 145 in 1988 to an
estimated 223 in 1990.

The major reason for the sharp increase in Wisconsin homicides in the past two years has been a
dramatic increase in homicides in the City of Milwaukee. While homicides in Milwaukee have
nearly doubled from 1988 (81 homicides) to 1990 (155 homicides), the number of homicides
reported in the remainder of the State remained quite stable (64 in 1988, 64 in 1989, and 68 in
1990). As aresult, the proportion of all Wisconsin homicides accounted for by the City of
Milwaukee has increased from 56 percent in 1988 to 70 percent in 1990.

Since several characteristics of Milwaukee homicides are quite different from those in the rest
of the State, overall patterns in Wisconsin homicides have changed in recent years, reflecting
the preponderance of Milwaukee cases. For example, victims of Milwaukee homicides were
more likely to have been young black males. Also, as shown in Appendix B, Milwaukee
homicides were much more likely to have involved the use of firearms, particularly handguns.

Despite the dramatic increase in the number of Wisconsin homicides in recent years, this
increase can be viewed in a national perspective. While the 1990 homicide rate per 100,000
residents was about 4.5 in Wisconsin, this figure is still about one-half that of the United States
as a whole.

Office of Justice Assistance; Wisconsin Homicides: 1960-1990 19



County

1984

Appendix A

Homicides by County 1984-1990
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Weapon Use in Homicides - Outside City of Milwaukee 1984-1990

Handgun
Other Firearm
Cutting

Blunt
Personal

All Other
TOTAL

Handgun
Other Firearm
Cutting

Blunt
Personal

All Other
TOTAL

84-88
Number Percent
108  30.9%
72 20.6%
81 23.2%
27 7.7%
20 5.7%
41  11.7%
349 99.8%
Weapon Use -
84-88
Number Percent
149  39.8%
48 12.8%
102 27.3%
13 3.5%
27 7.2%
33 24%
374 100%

Appendix B

89-90
Number Percent
38 29.0%
25 19.1%
20 15.3%
10 7.6%
16 12.2%
2 168%
131 100%

TOTAL
Number Percent
146  30.4%
97 20.2%
101 21.0%
37 71.7%
36 7.5%
63 13.1%
480  99.9%

City of Milwaukee 1984-1990

89-90

Number Percent
132 49.4%
46 17.2%
40 15.0%

15 5.6%

15 5.6%
9 11%
267  9.9%

22

TOTAL
Number Percent
281  43.8%
94 14.6%
142 22.1%
28 4.4%
42 6.5%
54 8.4%
641  99.8%



Appendix C

Relationship of Homicide Victim to Offender
Outside City of Milwaukee 1984-1990

84-88 89-90 Total
Number Percent  Number Percent Number Percent
l Spouse/Ex 64 22.9% 37 33.0% 101 25.8%
} Other Family 60 21.5% 30 26.8% 90 23.0%
Friend / Acq. 115 41.2% 34 30.3% 149  38.1%
Stranger 40 14.3% 11 9.8% 51  13.0%
Unknown _ 70 19 89

TOTAL 349 99.9% 131 999% 480 99.9%

Relationship of Homicide Victim to Offender
City of Milwaukee 1984-1990

84-88 89-90 Total

Number Percent  Number Percent Number Percent
Spouse/Ex 46 14.5% 33 17.3% 79 15.6%
Other Family 27 8.5% 9 4.7% 36 7.1%
Friend / Acq. 179  56.4% 101 . 53.1% 280 55.2%
Stranger 65 20.5% 47 24.7% 112 22.0%
Unknown 57 11 134
TOTAL 374 99.9% 267 99.8% 641  99.9%
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DO-56 (Rev. 11-15-82)
Form Approved

SUPPLEMENTARY HOMICIDE REPORT OMB No. 1110-0002

This report is authorized by law Title 28, Section 534, United States Code. While you are not required to respond, your cooperation in using this form to list
data pertaining to all homicides reported on your Return A will assist the FBI in compiling compreheasive, accurate data regarding this important classification

on a timely trasis,

la. Murder and Nonnegligent Vanslaughter
List below specific information for all offenses shown in item la of the monthly Return A. In addition, list all justifiable killings of felons by a

citizen or by a peace officer in the line of duty. A brief explanation in the circumstances column regarding unfounded homicide offenses will aid the national
Uniform Crime Reporting Program in editing the reports.

Victim** Of fender*x* Data Code
»
PO I > > Relationship of Victim
s 1z S S to Offender Circumstances
E ] ! = Weapon Used (Husband, Wife, Son, (Victim shot by robber, robbery victin
%) - @ x 8 = o ® 3 = Do Not Write (Handgun, Rifle, Shotgun, Father, Acquaintance, shot robber, killed by patron during
= 21218 S8 2 31 &) 3 | In These Spaces Club, Poison, etc.) Neighbor, Stranger, etc.) barroom brawl, etc.)
1
|
*
** . See reverse side for explanation DO NOT WRITE HERE
Recorded |
Month and Year Agency Identifier Prepared By Title Edited
Punched
Agency State Chief, Sheriff, Commissioner, Superintendent Verified
Adjusted

Fetrood



