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In 1999, 2.3% of State prison inmates,  
0.9% of Federal prison inmates, and
1.7% of local jail inmates were known
to be infected with the human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV).  At yearend
1999 correctional authorities reported
that 24,607 State inmates and 1,150
Federal inmates were HIV positive.  
At midyear 1999, when the last census
was conducted, 8,615 local jail inmates
were known to be HIV positive.

Of those known to be HIV positive 
in all U.S. prisons, 6,642 were
confirmed AIDS cases, while 17,718
either showed symptoms of HIV infec-
tion or were asymptomatic.  Of those 
in jail, 3,081 had confirmed AIDS.

During 1999, 242 State prisoners 
(20 per 100,000) died from AIDS-
related causes, down from 1,010 in
1995.  In 1999 about 1 in 12 State
prison inmate deaths were attributed 
to AIDS; in 1995 about 1 in 3.  Between
July 1, 1998, and June 30, 1999, 78 jail
inmates (13 per 100,000) died from
AIDS-related causes.      

Data on HIV/AIDS for prison inmates
were provided by the departments of
corrections in 50 States and the District
of Columbia and by the Federal Bureau
of Prisons.  Data for jail inmates were
provided by 3,365 locally administered
confinement facilities.  (See question-
naire items on page 11.)   
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HIV-positive State and 
Federal prison inmates

Percent of
custody

Year Number population

1995 24,256    2.3%
1996 23,881 2.2
1997 23,886 2.1
1998 25,680 2.2
1999           25,757            2.1

• Between 1995 and 1999 the number
of HIV-positive prisoners grew at a
slower rate (6%) than the overall
prison population (19%).

• At yearend 1999, 3.4% of all female
State prison inmates were HIV
positive, compared to 2.1% of males.

  HIV-positive prison inmates
Percent 
of custody

Jurisdiction       Number  population
New York 7,000 9.7%
Florida 2,633  3.8
Texas  2,520 1.8
California 1,570 1.0
Federal system     1,150 0.9

Based on jurisdictions with more than 1,000
HIV-positive inmates.

• New York held more than a quarter
of all prison inmates (7,000) known to
be HIV positive at yearend 1999.

• In State prisons 27% of HIV-
positive inmates were confirmed
AIDS cases; in Federal prisons, 
37% had AIDS.

• The overall rate of confirmed AIDS
among the Nation's prison population
(0.60%) was 5 times the rate in the
U.S. general population (0.12%).

              AIDS-related deaths
                      Rate per           

Year          Number      100,000 inmates
1995           1,010                100
1996              907                  90
1997              538                  48
1998              350                  30
1999              242                  20

• The number of AIDS-related deaths
has been dramatically decreasing
since 1995.  In 1999 there were fewer
than a quarter of the number of AIDS-
related deaths (242) than in 1995
(1,010).

• Among jail inmates the HIV infection
rate was highest in the largest jail
jurisdictions  In 43 of the 50 largest
jurisdictions that reported data, 2.3%
were HIV positive compared to 1.1%
in jurisdictions with fewer than 100
inmates.
  

• New York City the second largest
jail jurisdiction, held 1,165 jail inmates
known to be HIV positive (7.1% of its
inmates).

• Between July 1, 1998, and June 30,
1999, 1 in 12 deaths among jail
inmates were due to AIDS-related
causes.
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Number of HIV-infected prison
inmates up slightly from 1997 
to 1999

At yearend 1999, 25,757 inmates in
State and Federal prisons were known
to be infected with the human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV) (table 1).  Since
1997, among States that reported data
in all three years, the number known to
be HIV positive rose 6.4% from 23,779
to 25,296. 

On December 31, 1999, 24,607 State
prison inmates and 1,150 Federal
inmates were known to be HIV
positive.  The percent of the total
prison population with HIV/AIDS � 
2.1% in 1997, 2.2% in 1998, and 2.1%
in 1999 � remained stable.  

HIV-positive inmates comprised 2.3%
of the State prison population in 1999
down from 2.4% in 1995.  In Federal
prisons, HIV-positive inmates com-
prised 0.9% in 1999, unchanged 
from 1995.

HIV-infected inmates were concen-
trated in relatively few States.  New
York (7,000), Florida (2,633), and
Texas (2,520) held the largest number
of HIV-positive inmates.  In 1999 these
three States housed nearly half of all
HIV-infected inmates in State prisons.
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--Not reported. 
aCounts may differ from previous reports.  
bThe custody population includes only those inmates housed in a jurisdiction's facilities. 
Percentages for all years are based on yearend counts, except for Alabama. 
In 1999 Alabama’s custody count was reported as of September 30. 
cTotals exclude those inmates in jurisdictions that did not report data.
dExcludes data from Maine, Oklahoma, and Virginia for all 3 years due to incomplete reporting. 
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Table 1.  Inmates in custody of State or Federal prison authorities and 
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0.92.31999
1.02.31998
1.02.21997
1.02.31996
0.9%2.4%1995

FederalStateYear

Percent of custody population 
known to be HIV positive



Inmates in the Northeast had the
highest rates of HIV infection

Within the Northeast, 6.0% of the State
prison population were HIV positive in
1999, followed by 2.2% in the South,
1.0% in the Midwest, and 0.9% in the
West.  New York had the highest
percentage of inmates known to be
HIV positive (9.7%), followed by the
District of Columbia (7.8%) and
Rhode Island (6.9%).  

Six States (Maine, Montana, North
Dakota, South Dakota, West Virginia,
and Wyoming) reported 10 or fewer
cases of HIV-positive inmates in their
prisons.  In 1999 every State reported
at least one HIV-positive inmate.  Six
States reported that fewer than 0.5% 
of their inmate population were HIV
positive.  Between 1998 and 1999 the
largest decrease of HIV-positive
inmates was reported in New York �
7,000 in 1999, down from 7,500 in
1998.  The largest increases were
reported in Florida (up 172), Maryland
(134), and Texas (127). 

The number of confirmed AIDS
cases in U.S. prisons has increased
every year since 1995

At the end of 1999, 6,642 inmates 
in U.S. prisons had confirmed AIDS:
6,211 State inmates and 431 Federal
inmates (table 2).   

Confirmed AIDS cases made up 0.6%
of all inmates in State and Federal
prisons.  Of those known to be
HIV-positive inmates, over a quarter
had confirmed AIDS.

The States with the largest number of
confirmed AIDS cases were New York
(1,170), Texas (994), Florida (804),
and California (553).  Combined, these
States made up more than half of all
confirmed AIDS cases in State prisons.
Nineteen States reported having fewer
than 10 confirmed AIDS cases in their
prisons.

The District of Columbia (1.8%)
reported the highest percentage 
of confirmed AIDS, followed by
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Note: Percentages exclude inmates in jurisdictions that did not report data on type 
of HIV/AIDS infection.  The custody population includes only inmates housed yearend 1999.
--Not reported.
**Not calculated for 10 or fewer cases.
�Less than .05%.
aDelaware, Georgia, and Louisiana reported the total of HIV-positive cases but not the numbers
of cases by the type of infection, which were estimated from the most recent data available.
bIncludes all inmates with or without symptoms who had tested positive for the HIV antibody.
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Table 2.  Inmates in custody of State and Federal prison authorities, 
by type of HIV infection or confirmed AIDS, yearend 1999



New York (1.6%), Connecticut (1.5%),
Maryland (1.4%), and Massachusetts
(1.3%).  In 16 States confirmed AIDS
cases comprised 0.1% or less of State
inmates.

Because some States each year did
not report the number of cases accord-
ing to the type of HIV infection,
estimates of the number of confirmed
AIDS cases were made for those
States to provide comparable year-to-
year data.  Based on yearly estimates,
the number of confirmed AIDS cases
increased from 6,809 in 1998 to 6,825
in 1999.  Overall, since 1995 the
estimated number of confirmed AIDS
cases has increased by 1,668 – an
annual average increase of 7.3%. 

Rate of confirmed AIDS higher
among prison inmates than in 
U.S. general population

At the end of 1999, the rate of
confirmed AIDS in State and Federal
prisons was 5 times higher than in the
total U.S. population.  About 60 in
10,000 prison inmates had confirmed
AIDS, compared to 12 in 10,000
persons in the U.S. population.  
In every year since 1995, the rate 
of confirmed AIDS has been higher
among prison inmates than in the
general population.

A greater percent of females than
males known to have HIV infection 

At yearend 1999 in State prisons,
21,431 male inmates and 2,300 female
inmates were known to be HIV positive
(table 3).  Overall, 2.1% of male
inmates and 3.4% of all female
inmates were known to be HIV
positive.  The rate of HIV infection was
higher among females than among
males in all regions and in most States.

Among all States, New York reported
the largest number of male and female
HIV-positive inmates (6,240 and 760,
respectively).  The second largest
number of HIV-positive male inmates
were in Florida (2,439) followed by
Texas (2,238).  The second largest
number of HIV-positive female inmates
were in Texas (282) followed by Florida
(194).  Eight States reported no female
HIV-positive inmates, and every State
reported at least one male HIV-positive
inmate.

In nine States more than 5% of all
female inmates were known to be HIV
positive.  In three States over 20% of
all female inmates were known to be
HIV-positive – Nevada (30.6%), the
District of Columbia (22.4%), and New
York (21.5%).  In all States fewer than
10% of all male inmates were reported
to be HIV-positive.

Because some States in each year did
not report the number of HIV cases by
gender, estimates were made for those
States to provide comparable year-to-
year data.  Based on yearly estimates,
between 1998 and 1999 the number of
HIV-infected females decreased by
150 (from 2,552 to 2,402); the number
of infected male inmates increased 130
(from 22,045 to 22,175).  On average,
from 1995 to 1999 the estimated
number of male State prisoners
infected with HIV increased 1.2%
annually, and the estimated number 
of female prisoners, 1.9%.

While the estimated number of both
male and female HIV-positive inmates
in State prisons has increased since
1995, the percentage of male
HIV-positive inmates has remained
relatively stable, fluctuating between
2.3% and 2.1%, and the percentage of
female inmates has decreased from
4.0% in 1995 to 3.5% in 1999. 
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aExcludes 3 States in 1999, 6 in 1998, 
3 in 1997, 5 in 1996, and 2 in 1995.  
bIn States not reporting confirmed AIDS,
estimates were made by applying the
same percent breakdown by type of HIV
infection from the most recent year when
data were provided.
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Number of confirmed
AIDS cases

Note:  The percent of the general popula-
tion with confirmed AIDS in each year may
be over-estimated due to delays in death
reports.  See Methodology for source of
data.
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estimates were made by applying the same
percent breakdown by gender from the most
recent year when data were provided.  
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--Not reported.
aIncludes estimate of the number of inmates with HIV/AIDS by gender for Georgia.
Estimate was calculated based on the most recent data available by gender.
bIncludes an unknonwn number of female inmates with HIV.
cExcludes 30 confirmed AIDS cases that could not be broken down by gender.
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Table 3.  State and Federal prison inmates known to be positive 
for the human immunodeficiency virus, by gender, yearend 1999
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Year

Note:  To calculate the rate of death, the number 
of inmates under State jurisdiction on June 30 of 
each year was used as an approximation of the
average population exposed to the risk of death 
during the year. 
*Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
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  other than AIDS

2403112,9333,133    Total
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per 100,000
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Table 4.  Number of inmate deaths in State
prisons, by cause, 1995 and 1999

AIDS-related deaths in State prisons have
dropped by more than 75% since 1995 

The number of State inmates who died of
Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia, Kaposi’s
sarcoma, or other AIDS-related diseases
peaked in 1995 and has been steadily
decreasing.  Between 1995 and 1999 the
number of AIDS-related deaths decreased
768 from 1,010 to 242 (table 4).  These 
AIDS deaths accounted for 8% of all deaths 
among State prisoners, down from 32% 
in 1995.

Between 1995 and 1999, the number of
AIDS-related deaths in State prisons has
decreased by more than 75%.  With the
introduction of protease inhibitors and 
combination antiretroviral therapies, there 
has been vast improvement in the effective-
ness of HIV/AIDS care.



Despite the sharp decrease, AIDS-
related illnesses are still the second
leading cause of death in State prisons
behind natural causes other than AIDS.

Among Federal inmates, 16 died from
AIDS-related causes.  For every
100,000 inmates, 12 died from AIDS-
related causes.  These AIDS-related
deaths accounted for 6% of all deaths
in Federal prison.
 

00 Other/unspecified
45 By another person
00 Execution
00 Accident
912 Suicide

1216 AIDS
180235

 Natural causes
   other than AIDS

206268  Total

Rate of
death per
100,000  
inmates

Number
of deathsCause of death

Federal inmates, 1999

AIDS-related deaths accounted for  
about 11% of all deaths in State
prisons and 6% in Federal prisons 
in 1999

In 1999, for every 100,000 State and
Federal inmates, 24 died from AIDS-
related causes (table 5).  The most
AIDS deaths were reported in the
South (115), followed by the Northeast
(64).  Together, these two regions
accounted for nearly two-thirds of
AIDS-related deaths in State prisons.

Florida reported the largest number 
of AIDS-related deaths (52), followed
by California (32) and New York (26).
Twenty-two States reported having 
no AIDS-related deaths.

AIDS-related deaths accounted for
more than half of all inmate deaths 
in Delaware (62%), and more than a
quarter in Florida (29%), Massachu-
setts (29%), the District of Columbia
(26%), and Nevada (26%). 
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--Not reported.
**Not calculated for States reporting 10 or fewer total deaths. 
aBased on the number of inmates under State jurisdiction on June 30, 1999, 
excluding those that did not report AIDS-related deaths. 
bNational and regional percents based on the total number of inmate deaths, 
excluding those in jurisdictions that did not report data on AIDS-related deaths.
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Table 5.  AIDS-related deaths of State and Federal prisoners, 1999



AIDS deaths as a percent of all
deaths in State prison more than
twice that in the general population
 
The percentage of deaths because of
AIDS was about 2 times higher in the
State prison population than in the U.S.
general population age 15-54.  In 1998
about 1 in every 8 prisoner deaths
were attributable to AIDS-related
causes compared to about 1 in 20
deaths in the general population.

19 States test all inmates either at
admission or while in prison for HIV

Data on HIV prevalence rates are
reported in the National Prisoners
Statistics series (NPS) by prison
officials.  The quality of the information
reported may vary by the circum-
stances under which inmates were
tested.  Circumstances range from
testing all inmates to testing only upon
inmate request. 
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-- Not available.
aPercents are based on the number of inmate
deaths, excluding those in jurisdictions not
reporting AIDS-related deaths.
bSee Methodology for source of data.
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*The Bureau of Prisons tests a random sample of inmates on alternate years.
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Table 6.  Circumstances under which inmates were tested for the antibody 
to the human immunodeficiency virus, by jurisdiction, 1999



Each State, the District of Columbia,
and the Federal Bureau of Prisons
tested their inmates for HIV based on
certain criteria (table 6).  Most jurisdic-
tions (50) tested inmates if they had
HIV-related symptoms or if the inmates
requested a test.  Thirty-nine States
tested inmates after they were involved
in an incident, and 16 States tested
inmates who belonged to specific
"high-risk groups."

Missouri, Nevada, and the Federal
Bureau of Prisons tested inmates 
upon release. 

Arkansas, South Carolina, and Nevada
tested all inmates currently in custody.
Six States and the Federal Bureau of
Prisons tested inmates selected at
random.

More than 8,500 jail inmates HIV
positive

On June 30, 1999, when the last
Census of Jails was conducted, 1.7%
of jail inmates were reported to be HIV
positive (table 7).  Prior to 1999, a
census of jails was conducted in 1993.
While the number infected has

increased from 6,711 in 1993 to 8,615
in 1999, the percent of the total jail
population with HIV/AIDS has
remained stable (1.8% in 1993).

In 1999, jails in the South held the
largest number of HIV-positive
inmates, followed by the Northeast
(3,822 and 3,105, respectively).
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Note:  Detail adds to more than 52
because a jurisdiction may test inmates
under multiple circumstances. 

7Random sample
35Court order

3
All inmates currently
   in custody

3
All inmates at time 
   of release

16High-risk groups
19All incoming inmates
39

Upon involvement 
   in an incident

47
Upon clinical indica-    
   tion of need

45Upon inmate request

Number of
jurisdictionsCircumstances

 --Not reported.
aExcluded were State-operated facilities in Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Rhode Island, and Vermont, which have integrated jail-prison systems.
bBased on the number of inmates under State jurisdiction on June 30, 1999, 
excluding those that did not report the number of HIV/AIDS cases.
cThe District of Columbia jail, part of an integrated system, was included
in the 1999 Census.  Other district facilities were excluded.

0.212.221Wyoming
0.7472.0168Washington
1.7320.26Utah
0.8280.630Oregon
1.6440.737New Mexico
1.1280.420Nevada
1.380.811Montana
0.671.334Idaho
0.6230.638Colorado
0.74221.0693California
0.6240.616Arizona

003.22Alaska 
0.8%6641.0%1,076West

0.340.512West Virginia
1.41761.8324Virginia
1.15210.8333Texas
0.6761.7301Tennessee
1.6781.183South Carolina
0.4110.642Oklahoma
0.8541.8156North Carolina
1.0431.6108Mississippi
1.41233.5383Maryland
1.21261.4311Louisiana
0.3170.540Kentucky
1.01991.8549Georgia
3.11,0272.4936Florida

10.01697.6126District of Columbiac

1.2330.932Arkansas
1.3750.986Alabama
1.5%2,7321.6%3,822South

0.7470.757Wisconsin
0.210.86South Dakota
0.5570.786Ohio
0.31----North Dakota
0.470.48Nebraska
0.7231.061Missouri
0.4120.413Minnesota
0.4440.455Michigan
0.4100.827Kansas
0.9140.617Iowa
0.4360.432Indiana
2.23041.6250Illinois
0.9%5560.8%612Midwest

1.92723.8918Pennsylvania
6.41,2964.31,359New York
9.37582.9366New Jersey
0.330.711New Hampshire
5.44204.0426Massachusetts
1.4102.325Maine
5.3%2,7593.8%3,105Northeast

1.8%6,7111.7%8,615Total

HIV/AIDS cases
as a percent of
jail populationb 

Total known to 
be HIV positive

HIV/AIDS cases 
as a percent of jail
populationb

Total known to 
be HIV positiveJurisdictiona

June 30, 1993June 30, 1999

Table 7.  Jail inmates known to be positive for the human immunodeficiency virus,
Census of Jails,  1999 and 1993



Together, these two regions
accounted for 80% of all jail inmates
known to be HIV positive.

On June 30, 1999, the District of
Columbia had the highest percentage
of jail inmates known to be HIV positive
(7.6%), followed by New York (4.3%),
and Massachusetts (4.0%).

Nearly half of all jail inmates known
to be HIV positive housed in 43 
of the 50 largest jurisdictions

At midyear 1999, 43 of the 50 largest
jail jurisdictions held 3,987 inmates
who were known to be HIV positive
(table 8).  New York City alone held
1,165 HIV-positive inmates, accounting
for almost 30% of those inmates
known to be HIV positive in the 50
largest jurisdictions. 

The HIV-infection rate was highest in
the largest jail jurisdictions.  More than
2% of the inmates in the Nation’s
largest jail jurisdictions were reported
to be HIV positive.  In jurisdictions with
500 or more inmates, 1.9% were HIV
positive; in jurisdictions with 250 to 499
inmates, 1%; and among those jails
holding fewer than 250 inmates, about
1%.  

aNumber of inmates in each jurisdiction based
on the average daily population between July 1,
1998, and June 30, 1999.
bCount as of June 30, 1999.
cExcludes inmates held in jurisdictions that did
not report data on the number of HIV-positive
inmates..

dExcludes inmates in the 50 largest jurisdictions.

1.1685Fewer than 100
0.9604100-249
1.0591250-499
1.92,748500 or mored
2.33,98750 largest
1.7%8,615Total

HIV/AIDS as
a percent of
jail inmatesc

Number HIV
positiveb

Size of
jurisdictiona

1999 Census of Jails
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Note:  Jurisdictions are ordered by their average daily population 
between July 1, 1998, and June 30, 1999.
--Not reported. 

----Polk County, FL
----Passaic County, NJ

0.714Multnomah County, OR
----Denver City and County, CO

1.326Cobb County, GA

3.262Hudson County, NJ
0.613Hamilton County, OH
5.285Essex County, NJ

00Kern County, CA
0.12El Paso County, TX

3.810Allegheny County, PA
0.510Oklahoma County, OK
1.223Franklin County, OH
4.9106San Francisco City/County, CA
0.510Fresno County, CA

0.512Clark County, NV
5.8140King County, WA
1.229Suffolk County, MA

----Pinellas County, FL
2.050Travis County, TX

10.6274Palm Beach County, FL
0.38Riverside County, CA
0.615Wayne County, MI
1.820Milwaukee County, WI
1.440Jacksonville City, FL

1.541De Kalb County, GA
3.099Hillsborough County, FL
0.722Sacramento County, CA
0.622Bexar County, TX
4.8150Baltimore City , MD

2.676Davidson County, TN
4.6156Fulton County, GA
0.92Tarrant County, TX

----Orange County, FL
1.256Alameda County, CA

2.295Broward County, FL
2.096Santa Clara County, CA
0.316San Bernardino County, CA
0.525Orange County, CA
0.632San Diego County, CA

2.6161Shelby County, TN
3.3208Philadelphia City, PA
1.065Dallas County, TX

----Maricopa County, AZ
2.0131Orleans Parish,  LA

1.9130Dade County, FL
----Harris County, TX

1.5133Cook County, IL
7.11,165New York City, NY
0.8157Los Angeles County, CA

2.3%3,987   Total

HIV/AIDS cases as a
percent of jail population

Total known to 
be HIV positiveJurisdiction

Table 8.  The 50 largest jail jurisdictions:  Number and percent 
of jail inmates who were HIV positive, June 30, 1999



1 in 12 deaths among jail inmates
attributable to AIDS

Between July 1, 1998, and June 30,
1999, 78 local jail inmates died from
AIDS-related causes (table 9).  These
78 deaths accounted for 8.5% of all
deaths in local jails.  

The number of deaths due to AIDS-
related causes was highest in the
South (47), followed by the Northeast
(26).  The number of deaths in these
two regions accounted for 94% of all
AIDS-related deaths.  Florida reported
the greatest number of AIDS deaths
(15), followed by New York and
Georgia (both with 11).  Twenty-eight
jurisdictions reported having no
HIV-related deaths.  

AIDS-related deaths were the third
leading cause of death in jails.  Natural
causes is the leading cause of death
(with 385 in the 12-month period
ending June 30, 1999), followed by
suicide (324). 

The rate of death in jails due to AIDS-
related causes is lower than that in
State prisons.  Based on the average
daily population of jails, the rate of
deaths was 13 per 100,000 inmates
(compared to 20 per 100,000 in State
prisons).
  

Note: Detail does not add to the total because
cause of death unknown for 12 inmates.

1692Other/unspecified
528By another person

55324Suicide
1378AIDS
66385

Natural causes 
  other than AIDS

155919  Total

Rate per
100,000
inmates

Number 
of deathsCause of death

Jail inmates, July 1,
1998, to June 30,1999
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aExcluded were State-operated facilities in Alaska, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Rhode Island, and Vermont, which have 
integrated jail-prison systems.
bBased on the number of inmates held in local jails on June 30, 1999. 

0004094 Wyoming
00021923 Washington
000743 Utah
00023715 Oregon
0001508 New Mexico
0001548 Nevada
0004897 Montana
0001183 Idaho
00019117 Colorado

2.032129100 California
00013214 Arizona
00000 Alaska 

1.0%12151202West

0002827 West Virginia
9.717317531 Virginia
3.95313476 Texas
7.715319139 Tennessee
5.911119317 South Carolina

00014910 Oklahoma
5.08115320 North Carolina

00014813 Mississippi
6.318228932 Maryland

15.817311119 Louisiana
00010511 Kentucky

23.4331113947 Georgia
24.6301512061 Florida
27.830151,08418 District of Columbia

0001847 Arkansas
00018220 Alabama

11.0%1747156428South

00016319 Wisconsin
0005837 South Dakota

7.412216427 Ohio
0003422 North Dakota
0002624 Nebraska
00020314 Missouri
0001689 Minnesota
0007011 Michigan
0001346 Kansas
0001023 Iowa
00016620 Indiana

6.7619215 Illinois
2.2%33144137Midwest

11.119516945 Pennsylvania
16.7321119266 New York
27.833510918 New Jersey
50.013222644 New Hampshire
18.828316316 Massachusetts

0003423 Maine
17.1%2926169152Northeast

8.5%1378155919   Total

As a percent 
of all deaths

Rate per 100,000
inmatesbTotal

Rate per 100,000
inmatesbTotalJurisdictiona

AIDS-related deathsDeaths from all causes 

Table 9.  AIDS-related deaths of local jail inmates, July 1, 1998, to June 30, 1999



Methodology

National Prisoner Statistics

The National Prisoner Statistics series
(NPS-1) includes yearend counts of
prisoners by jurisdiction, gender, race,
Hispanic origin, and admissions and
releases during the year.  The series
consists of reports from the depart-
ments of corrections of the 50 States,
the District of Columbia, and the
Federal Bureau of Prisons.  Since 1991
respondents have indicated the circum-
stances under which inmates are
tested for HIV and have provided the
number of HIV-infected inmates in their
custody.

Census of Jails

The 1999 Census of Jails included
3,365 locally administered confinement
facilities that held inmates beyond
arraignment and were staffed by
municipal or county employees.  The
census also included 47 jails that were
privately operated under contract to
local governments.

Excluded from the census were tempo-
rary holding facilities, such as drunk
tanks and police lockups, that do not
hold persons after being formally
charged in court (usually within 72
hours of arrest).  Also excluded were
State-operated facilities in Alaska,
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Rhode
Island, and Vermont, which have
integrated jail-prison systems.

AIDS in the U.S. resident population

The number of persons with confirmed
AIDS in the U.S. general population
(age 13 and over) was derived from the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), HIV/AIDS Surveil-
lance Report, yearend editions
1995-99.  For each year the number of
active AIDS cases in the United States
was calculated by subtracting the
number of cumulative AIDS deaths for
people age 15 and older at yearend
from the cumulative number of total
AIDS cases for people age 13 and
older at yearend as listed in the
HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report.

The rate of confirmed AIDS cases in
the U.S. resident population was calcu-
lated by dividing the annual totals for
individuals with AIDS by the population
estimates for the U.S. resident popula-
tion of individuals 13 and older.  

AIDS-related deaths in the United
States

The number of AIDS-related deaths for
persons age 15-54 was derived from
the CDC, HIV/AIDS Surveillance
Report, yearend editions.  Deaths in
the U.S. population for persons age
15-54 were taken from the CDC,
Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 42,
No. 2(S); Vol. 43, No. 12;  Vol. 43, No.
6(S); Vol. 45, No. 3(S); and Vol. 45,
No. 11(S); and from CDC, National
Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 47, No. 9;
Vol. 47, No. 25; and Vol. 48, No. 11.

AIDS-related deaths as a percentage
of all deaths in the U.S. population
were calculated by dividing the national
estimate of AIDS deaths of  persons
age 15-54 by the national mortality
estimates of persons age 15-54 in a
given year.
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Key survey items on HIV/AIDS

National Prisoner Statistics 1999 Census of Jails
During 1999 were any inmates under Between July 1, 1998, and June 30, 
your custody tested for the antibody to 1999, were any persons  under the  
to the Human Immunodeficiency Virus supervision of your jail jurisdiction
(HIV) that causes AIDS?  tested for the HIV virus that causes
 AIDS?

� Yes � No � Yes � No

Under what circumstances were inmates tested?      
(1) All incoming inmates � Yes � No
(2) All inmates currently in custody � Yes � No
(3) All inmates at time of release � Yes � No
(4) Random samples of inmates while in custody � Yes � No
(5) High risk groups � Yes � No 
     Specify                            
(6) Upon inmate request � Yes � No
(7) Upon court order � Yes � No
(8) Upon clinical indication of need � Yes � No 
(9) Upon involvement in incident � Yes � No
(10) Other � Yes � No
      Specify                            

National Prisoner Statistics 1999 Census of Jails
HIV infection/AIDS cases in Of all persons confined under 
custody on Dec. 31, 1999 the supervision of your jail
How many inmates under jurisdiction on June 30, 1999,
your custody were � how many were �

Asymptomatic HIV positive
Male _____   Female _____
Infected with lesser forms of symptomatic HIV disease
Male _____   Female _____
Confirmed to have AIDS
Male _____   Female _____
Total 
Male _____   Female _____



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Bureau of Justice Statistics

Washington DC 20531
Official Business
Penalty for Private Use 300

PRESORTED STANDARD
POSTAGE FEES PAID

DOJ/BJS
Permit  No  G-91

The Bureau of Justice Statistics is
the statistical agency of the U.S.
Department of Justice.  Lawrence
A. Greenfeld is the acting director.

BJS Bulletins present the first
release of findings from permanent
data collection programs such as
the National Prisoner Statistics.

Laura M. Maruschak wrote this
report under the supervision of 
Allen J. Beck.  Paige M. Harrison
provided statistical review.  Tom
Hester edited the report.  Jayne
Robinson prepared the report for
publication.

July 2001, NCJ 187456

This report and others from the
Bureau of Justice Statistics are
available through the Internet:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/


