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The Data Center & Clearinghouse 
for Dmgs & Crime IS funded by 
the Bureau of Justice AssIstance 
tlnd directed by the 8ureau of 
Justice statistics of the u.s. 
Department of JUStice 

Major heroin smuggling routes Into the United States 

DEA OuarlerfY Intelligence Trends 

One free phone call can give you access 
to a growing data base on drugs & crime 
The new Data Center & Clearing
house for Drugs & Crime is managed 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
To serve you, the center will-

• Respond to your requests 
for drugs and crime data 

• Let you know about Ilew drugs and 
crime data reports. 

• Send 1'01 • reports on drugs and crime. 

• Conduct special bibliographic 
searches for you on 3pecijic drugs 
and crime topics. 

• Refer you to data on epidemio~ 
ogy. prevention. and treatment of 
substance abuse at the National 
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug 
Informalion of the Alcohoi Drug 
Abuse. and Mental Health Adminis
tration. 

• Publish special reports on subJecls 
such as assets forfeiture and seizure, 
economic costs of drug-relaled 
crime, drugs and violence. drug laws 
of the 50 States, drug abuse and 
correctl"ns, and InnovatiVe law 
enforcement reactions to drugs and 
come. 

o Prepare a comprehensive. concise 
report that will bong together a nch 
array of data to trace and quantity 
the full flow of Illicit drugs from 
cultivation to consequences. 

Major cocaine smuggling routes 
into the United States 

DM Quarterly 
Intelligence TlondfJ 

Call now and speak to a specialist 
in drugs & crime statistics: 

Or write to the Data Center & 
Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime 
1600 Research Boulevard 
Rockville. MD 20850 
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Single copies of any report cited here 
or any other BJS publications can be 
ordered from the Data Center and 
Clearinghouse,for Drugs and Crime, 
1600 Research BoUlevard, Rockville, 
MD 20850, toil-free 800-666-3332 
(local number 301-251-5500). Please 
order using NCJ numbers listed In the 
sources, page 16. Postage and han
dling are charged for bulk orders. 

Public-use tapes for BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive 
of Criminal Justice Data, P.O. Box 
1248, Ann Arbor, MI48106 
(313-763-5010). 

The Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Justice Programs, coordi
nates the activities of the following 
program offices and bureaus: the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
National Institute of Justice, 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, 
Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, and 
the Office for Victims of Crime. 
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.,. BJS reports on a D ~ 

Drugs 

Many BJS programs produce data on drug 
law enforcement, drug offenders, and drugs 
and crime. For example-
o court processing studies compare 
sentences given to drug offenders with 
those given to other offenders 
o reports on State prisoners, jail inmates, 
and incarcerated youth include data on their 
histories of drug use and drug offenses 
o the second edition of Report to the Nation 
on crime and justke adds drug statistics not 
covered in the first edition 
o the annual BJS Sourcebook of criminal 
justice statistics presents data on drug use 
in the general population and on public opin
ion toward drugs and enforcement of drug 
laws 
o the National Conference on Punishment 
for Criminal Offenses, November 1987, 
released findings from a BJS public opinion 
poll of American attitudes on the seriousness 
of various drug and non-drug crimes and on 
appropriate punishment for persons commit
ting them. 

During fiscal 1988 BJS published five Spe
cial Reports and one Bulletin with informa
tion on drug use and crime and on drug law 
enforcement: 
o Time seNed in prison and on parole, 1984 
(BJS Special Report, December 1987) com
pared the amount of time served by drug of
fenders vs. other offenders. 
e Profile of State prison inmates, 1986 (BJS 
Special Report, January 1988) revealed that 
more than a third of State prison inmates 
had been u'lder the influence of a drug at the 
time of their offense. 
o Tracking offenifers, 1984 (BJS Bulletin, 
January 1988) presented Offender-Based 

Transaction Statistics (OBTS) data on crimi
nal justice processing of felony offenders, 
including drug offenders, in 11 States. The 
States supplying OBTS data for this report 
were Alaska, California, Delaware, Georgia, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 
o Drug law violators, 1980-86: Federal 
offenses and offenders (BJS Special 
Report, June 1988) reported a 134% 
increase from 1980 to 1986 in the number 
of defendants convicted of Federal drug 
law violations in Federal courts. 
o Drug use and crime: State prison inmate 
sUNey, 1986 (BJS Special Report, July 
1988) reported on the temporal progression 
of inmates' drug and criminal careers. 
o SUNey of youth in custody, 1987 (BJS 
Special Report, September 1988) found that 
half the drug-using offenders in State juve
nile institutions began using drugs at age 12 
and younger. 

In fiscal 1988, with funding from the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance, BJS established the 
Data Center & Clearinghouse for Drugs & 

Crime to provide policy makers, criminal 
justice practitioners, researchers, and the 
general public with ready access to under
standable information on drug law violations 
and drug-related law enforcement. The 
clearinghouse is a central source of data 
from diverse Federal, State, and :ocal agen
cies as well as the private sector. 

The Data Center & Clearinghouse is coordi
nating with, and referring persons to, the Na
tional Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug 
Information (NCADI) established by the Al
cohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Ad
ministration (ADAMHA), which focuses on 
epidemiological, prevention, and treatment 
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aspects of the substance abuse problem. 
The Data Center & Clearinghouse for Drugs 
& Crime has two major conlponents: Data 
user services and data analysis and evalua
tion. 

Data user services include-
G determining the specific needs of policy
makers, government f;ncials, and others in 
need of drug data 
o assembling drug enforcement data reports 
and announcing their availability through the 
clearinghouse 
o maintaining a toll-free 800 number staffed 
with qualified statistical personnel 
o filling requests for specific drug enforce
ment data reports 
G advising users of the availability of the 
data they seek and suggesting alternative 
sources when the requested data are not 
available. 

Data analysis and evaluation include-
Q evaluating existing drug data for statistical 
quality and utility for policy making and re
porting on methodological flaws 
o identifying gaps in drug data 
411 preparing '3pecial analyses of existing drug 
data to inform Federal policymakers on top
ics of immediate Federal drug policy concern 
o preparing a comprehensive report (mod
eled on the BJS Report to the Nation on 
crime and justice) that will assemble drug 
data from various sources into a single, 
easy-to-understand, comprehensive, and 
readily available reference volume. 

During fiscal 1988 the Data Center 
& Clearinghouse-
o prepared Drugs and crime: A guide to 
BJS data (February 1988); it presents exist-

2 Bureau of Justice Statistics 

ing BJS data on the subject from diverse 
BJS reports 
G developed a conference display for use at 
professional meetings 
o produced and widely distributed a 
brochure describing the Data Center & 

Clearinghouse 
o developed and widely distributed a 
Rolodex card with the clearinghouse 
address and toll-free telephone number 
o mailed personalized letters announcing the 
opening of the clearinghouse to all gover
nors, State attornays general, State criminal 
justice planning and statistical agencies, 
criminal justice editors, and public interest 
groups 
o held meetings of potential clearinghouse 
users and researchers and statisticians 
working with drug and crime data 
o made courtesy calls to Federal drug 
agencies 
o developed an outline for the Report to the 
Nation on drugs and crime, selected authors 
and reviewers, and began research and 
writing. 

The Data Center & Clearinghouse began op
erations on October 1, 1987. The toll-free 
line, 800-666-3332, became operational in 
January 1988. 

Other BJS drug-data initiatives include: 
o the National Crime Survey (NCS) redesign 
added a question during fiscal 1986 on ap
parent drug use on the part of the offender; 
these data will be released in fiscal 1989 
o the National Judicial Reporting Program 
collected data on drug offenders and Is 
preparing a report for fiscal 1989 publication 
on the sentences handed down to these and 
other felony offenders. 
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Drug use and criminal offenders 

Data from BJS surveys show the extent of 
drug and alcohol use by State prisoners, jail 
inmates, and youth in long-term, State-oper
ated juvenile facilities at the time of the of
fense for which they are incarcerated and at 
other times in their lives. These incarcerated 
adults and youth report high levels of drug 
use: 
o 75% of jail inmates, 79.5% of State prison
ers, and 82.7% of youth in long-term public 
juvenile facilities had used drugs at some 
point in their lives. 
o A third of State prisoners, a quarter of 
convicted jail inmates, and two-fifths of the 
incarcerated youth said they had been 
under the influence of an illegal drug at the 
time of their offense. 

Most State prison inmates (54%) in 1986 
reported that they were under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol or both at the time they 
committed the offense for which they were 
currently sentenced -17% were under 
the influence of drugs only; 18% were under 
the influence of drugs and alcohol. More 
than half (52%) of the State prisoners said 
they had taken illegal drugs during the month 
before committing the crime, and 43% 
said they had used drugs on a daily basis 
in that month. 

&8 @H\T?$ .,g • + 

Three-fourths of all jail inmates in 1983 
reported using illegal drugs at some time 
in their lives -
o 72% used marijuana 
o 38% used cocaine 
o 32% used amphetamines 
<» 27% used barbiturates 
o methaqualone, LSD, and heroin 
each had been used by more than 
a fifth of the inmates. 

,M 

Nearly 83% of youth in long-term, State
operated juvenile facilities in 1987 reported 
use of an illegal drug in the past, and 63% 
had used an illegal drug on a regular basis. 
The most commonly mentioned drugs were 
marijuana, cocaine, and amphetamines. 
Almost 40% of the incarcerated youth said 
they were under the influence of drugs at 
the time of their offense. 

Among State prisoners-
o drug offenders and burglars were tlle most 
likely to have been under the influence of 
drugs at the time of the offense 
o 19% had used a major drug (heroin, 
cocaine, PCP, or LSD) daily in the month 
blfore the offense for which they were 
in Iprisoned, and 70% of these (13% of all 
inmates) were convicted of a crime for gair, 
(including robbery, burglary, drug trafficking, 
and larceny) 
o half of those sentenced for robbery, 
burglary, larceny, or a drug offense were 
daily drug users, and about 40% were under 
the influence of an illegal drug when they 
committed the crime - a higher proportion 
thart for inmates convicted of other crimes 
o male inmates were somewhat more likely 
than female inmates to use drugs 
\) the proportion who used heroin was some
what greater among women than men. 

Drugs and Crime 1988 3 
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The convicted jail inmates most likely 
to have used drugs just prior to the 

offense were drug offenders and 
property offenders. 

In 1986. 28% of prison inmates reported 

a past drug dependency. The drugs most 
often mentioned were heroin (14%). co
caine (10%). and marijuana or hashish 

(9%). 

In 1986. 30% of prison inmates reported 
that they had participated in a drug treat

ment program at some time -12% more 

than once. About half the inmates who had 
participated in a program had received their 
most recent treatment while incarcerated. 

Sources: Profile of State prison Inmates, 
1986. DflJg use and crime: State prison 
inmate survey. 1986. Jailinmates 1983. 
Survey of youth In custody, 1987. 

4 Bureau of JUstice Statistics 
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Trends In offender drug use 

Between 1978 and 1983 the proportion 

of all jail inmates -
o who reported using illegal drugs 

at some time in their lives grew from 
two-thirds to three-fourths 

o who ever used heroin fell 

A@A 

o who ever used cocaine and marijuana 

grew. 

Between 1974 and 1986 the proportion 
of State prisoners-

o under the influence of an illegal drug 

at the time of the offense for which they 
were incarcerated grew from 32% to 35% 

o under the influence of cocaine at the time 
of the offense grew from 1 % to 11 % 
o under the influence of heroin fell from 
16% to 7%. 

More than half the State prisoners who had 
ever used a major drug (heroin. methadone. 
cocaine. PCP. or LSD) reported that they 

had not done so until after their first arrest. 

Nearly three-fifths of those who had used 
a major drug regularly said such use began 

after their first arrest - 51 % not until more 
than a year after. 

For the typical State prisoner who used 

drugs-
o first use of any drug occurred at age 15 

o first use of a major drug occurred 

at age 17 
o first regular use of a major drug 

began at age 18. 

First use and first regular use of major 
drugs began an average of 2 years earlier 

among white than among black inmates. 
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Among drug-using youth in long-term, 
State-operated juvenile facilities, 19% said 
they fiwt used drugs before age 10; 38% 
reported their first use was before age 12. 

Souroes: Pl'Ofile of State prison Inmates, 
1986. Orog use and crime: State prison 
Inmate survey, j 986. Jan inmates j 983. 
SUNOY 01 youth in custody, 1987. 

Arrests and seizures 

Federal, State, and local agencies share re
sponsibility for enforcing the Nation's drug 
laws. Most drug arrests are made 
by State and local authorities (more than 

690,000 such arrests were reported in 

1986), but 21,188 drug suspects were 

arrested by the Drug Enforcement .dminis
tration (DEA) and the FBI during th, Fed
eral fiscal year ending September 30, 1986. 
Federal agents took part in joint 
Federal/State efforts leading to the arrest 
of suspects by State or local officials. 

As reported in the BJS Sourcebook 
of criminal justice statistics, 1987-
o the Federal Government seized 

3,365 clandestine drug laboratories 

between 1975 and 1987 
o in 1987, 682 labs were seized; 

561 of them were used to manufacture 

methamphetamines 
o in 1987, DEA's program for eradicating 
domestic marijuana resulted in the 

destruction or 113 million plants. 

Souroos: Orog law violators, j 980·86: Fed· 
oral offonsos and o:fendolS. Tho Gonoral 
ACCOUnting Offico and the Drog Enforoa· 
ment AdministratIon as reportod In the BJS 
Souroebook of criminal justico statistics, 
1987. 

Drugs and Crime 1988 5 
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Prosecution and sentencing 
of drug ~RW vloiators 

... &* 

Of all persons or organizations referred to 
U.S. Attorneys during the Federal fiscal 
year ending September 30,1986,20% 

were suspected of drug law violations. 

Among the suspected drug offenders

o 87% were alleged to have distributed 

or illegally manufactured drugs 
CI 9% were suspected of importing drugs 
04% were suspected of simple posses
sion. 

During the period, criminal charges were 
filed against 80% of all suspected drug 
offenders in matters referred to U.S. 
Attorneys. This was a higher rate 

than for any other crime category. 

The number of persons convicted of violat

ing Federal drug laws rose to 12,285 in 

1986 from 5,244 in 1980. This 134% in
crease exceeded the 27% growth in U.S. 
court convictions for other Federal crimes 
during the same years. 

More than three-fifths of the Federal drug 

law offenders convicted during 1986 had 
been charged with heroin or cocaine viola

tions. Such convictions rose 190% be

tw~en 1980 and 1986. 

The percent of convicted Federal offenders 

charged with drug violations who wef'e sen
tenced to jail or prh,on terms rosa from 71 % 
to 77% during the Ii-year period, and the 
average sentt>i1ce length grew 33% from 
less than 4 years to more than 5 years. 

6 Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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The average prison sentence for convicted 
offenders charged with Federal drug viola
tions was longer than for all other offenses 

except violent crimes. 

Average sentence length for persons 
sentenced to Federal prisons for drug 
and non·drug offenses, 1986 

All offenses 51 mos. 

Drug offonseo 61 mOB. 
Dlstrlbulhmf 

manufacture 60 
Importation 66 
Pooeesslon 45 
Generaltrafflcklngf 

mlscollaneous 195 

Non·drug offenses 44 mcs. 
Violent 127 
General properly 34 
Fraudulent properly 31 
Regulatory 43 
Public·order 31 

Federal sentences for drug offenses are 

longer than in the past. The average 
Federal prison sentence for drug offenses 
rose from 3 years 10 months in 1980 to 
5 years 1 month in 1986 - a rise of 33%, 
a higher percent increase in average sen
tence length than for all offenses combined 

(24%). 

A study of 28 local jurisdictions found that 

67% of the persons convicted of drug traf

ficking were sentenced to some kind of in

carceration - 27% of them to incarceration 

for at least 1 year. This may reflect the 
small amounts of illegal drugs (sometimes 
only ounces) needed to allow a defendant 
to be charged with ·possession with intent 
to sell" rather than possession only. This 
could mean that relatively minor cases are 
pulling down the percentage sentenced to 
incarceration. 



Porcent 01 convicted lolona sent to prison 
In 28 local Jurisdictions, 1985 

Homloide 
Rape 
Robbery 
Burglary 
Aggravated assault 
Larceny 
Drug tralllcking 

84% 
65 
67 
49 
42 
32 
27 

In the 28 jurisdictions the average 
prison sentence lengths were
o 157 months for rape 
ell 104 for robbery 
EI 81 for aggravated assault 
o 65 for burglary 
o 56 for drug trafficking. 

Average minimum time to bo oerved 
by persons admitted to prison 
In 33 Stales, 1984 

All offenses 40.3 mos. 
Violont 63.3 
Properly 27.7 
Drug 30.5 
Possession 28.9 
Trafficking 32.4 
Other drug 27.3 

Publlc·order 25.0 
Other 29.1 

In 1984, of adults arrested 
for felony drug offenses 
in 11 States-
o 78% were prosecuted 
o 54% were convicted 
035% were sentenced 
to incarceration -1 0% 
for more than 1 year. 

M 

Disposition ollolony arrests In 11 Sialoo,1984 

Arrest 

~ 

Vlolsnt 
Property 
Drug 
Public-order 

Peroent 01 parsons arrested 
who were: 

Senlenced 10 
Inoarasration 

Proae- Con· Formore 
CUled vloled Tolal Ihan 1 yr. 

82% 55% 35% 18% 
86 66 40 13 
78 54 35 10 
90 73 29 P 

Sources: Drug law vlolatolS, 1980·86: Fed· 
enli offenses and offendelS. 5enle"clng 
oulcomes in 28 felony courts. Time sarved 
In priso" and on parole, 1984. Tracking of· 
fandelS, 1984. 

Drugs and Crime 1988 7 
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Time served In prison 
by drug offendero 

Typically, only part of the sentence handed 
down by the court is aotually served in 
prison. 

Median lime sorved by pereonB reloased 
Irom State pr!sons, 1964 

Tim~ Percental 
aerved 111 sentence 
lalland In con-

~ ~ ~ 

All 17 mos. 45.4% 
Violent 28 50.5 
PropertY 15 44.0 
Drugs 14 38.8 
Possession 12 39.2 
TraffJcklnll 16 38.7 
Other 13 36.7 

publio order 9 39.5 
Other 15 50.6 

Average time served by Fedoral prisoners" 

Average Percent of 
time sentence 

Offense served ~ 

All 43.3 mos. 59.1% 
Robbery 72.9 49.0 
Drugs 36.5 56.6 
Weapons 31.5 69.4 
Monetary crimeb 26.5 S3.8 

• Federal prison inmates who ware sentenoed to more 
than 1 year In prison, who had their first parole hearing 
during the year prlOrlo June 30, 1960, and who were re
leased or scheduled lor release as of January 1, 1987. 
b Monetary crime includes counterfeiting, lorgery, fraud, 
mail theft, embezzlement, interstate transportation 01 
stolen secur~ies, and receiving stolen property with 
inlenl to selli it excludes bUllllary and robbery. 

~1 
~ 8 Bureau of Justice Statistics 
If 
(, 

The 38.S-month average time served by 
Federal drug offenders Was about 59% of 
their court-ordered maximum sentences. 
Offenders who received sentence!! of 
betw&en-
o 1 and 5 years served an average of 2 
years 1 month (70% of their sentences) 
o 15 and 20 years served an average of 
7 years 4 months (39% of their sentences). 

Souroes: Time served In prison and on pa· 
role, 1984. Dflig law violators, t 980·86: 
Federal offenses and offend9rs. SGntenc
Ing and time served: Fed9ra/offenses 
and offenders. 



Drug offenders In correctional 
populations 

Drug law violators make up a growing 
share of Federal prison admissions: 
c 22% of aU admissions in fiscal 1980 
11 34% in fiscal 1986. 

Between 1979 and 1986 the percent 
of inmates in prison for-
G any drug law offense rose from 6.4% 
to 8.6% 
o drug possession rose from 1.6% to 2.9% 
<'I drug trafficking rose from 4.4% to 5.4%. 

In 1986 persons sentenced for drug traffick
ing made up 26.1% of State prison inmates 
with no known prior sentence to probation or 
incarceration. This was a larger proportion 
than for any other offense. 

Offense composition of long·term, 
State,operated Juvenile lacflltlea (11187) 
and State adult prisons (1986) 

Peroent of youth 
in long·term, 
State·operated 
Juvenilo Institutions 
Under Age 18 

Currenl offenso age 18 ~ 

Violent 39.3% 52.3% 
Property 45.6 29.0 
Drug U 11.3 
Publloorder 7.2 6.8 
Other' 2.4 .6 

Percen1 
of inmates 
inState 
prisons 

54.6% 
31.0 

B.B 
5.2 

.7 

'Includes Juvehlle status offenses In Stato Institutions. 

. -

The proportion of drug offenders in local jails 
was about the same in 1978 and 1983: 

Any drug offonso 
Trafficking 
Possession/use 
Othordrug 

Poroent of 
allinmalas 

ill! ~ 
9% 10% 
4 4 
4 5 
1 1 

In 1983, among drug offenders in local 
jails-
II 64% had been convicted and were await
ing sentencing, awaiting transfer to a State 
or Federal prison, or serving the sentence 
in jail 
G 36% were on trial, awaiting trial, or not yet 
arraigned. 

Sources: Drug law violators. 1980·86: Fed· 
ora/offensos and offendol9. Profile of Slate 
prison Inmates, 1986. Survey 01 youth in 
oustody, 1987. JaY Inma/as 1983. 

Drugs and Crime 1988 9 



-
BJS reports 011 ••• 

Drug offender profiles 

The typical accused Federal drug law 
offender-
o is male 
o is about age 30 
o is most likely to be white 
o has a 7% chance of opiate use 
or addiction and a 14% chance of 
current or past abuse of other drugs. 

Persons charged with drug possession 
tend to be younger than those charged 
with the sale of drugs and to be less well 
educated, less often married, less wealthy, 
and less often repeat offenders than per
sons charged with other drug offenses. 

Illegal drug producers tend to be the oldest 
of all. 

SaUTes: Fsderal drug law Violators. 

10 Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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Public opinion about drugs 

As presented in the BJS Sourcebook of 
criminal justice statistics, 1987, the number 
of Gallup Poll respondents describing drug 
abuse as the most important problem facing 
our country today has grown steadily over 
the past several years: 

Date of poll 

January 1985 
May 1985 
July 1986 
April 1987 

Drug abuse 
most serious 
problem 

2% 
6 
8 

11 

Respondents to a 1986 ABC NewslWash-
inglon Post Poll were asked if they agreed or 
disagreed with these statements: 

Dis-
Agree agree 

Drug abuse will never be stopped 
because a large number of Amerioans 
will continue to want drugs and be 
willing to pay lots of money for them 79% 20% 

Convicted heroin dealers should get 
the death penalty 32 65 

People should be allowed to take any 
drug they want so long as they don't 
hurt someone else 15 84 

The current fears of an Illegal drug crisis 
are bigger than the orisls Itself 39 58 

Illegal drug use has become a central 
part of Amerioan society 78 20 

The best plaoe for most drug users is a 
drug treatment program and not Jail 85 14 

All drugs should be made legal 4 96 

9¥''ti 

The 1987 BJS Survey of Public Attitudes on 
Punishment and the Seriousness of Crime 
asked what types of punishment should be 
received by persons selling cocaine to oth
ers for resale and by persons using cocaine. 
The answers were-

Most severe punishment preferred 
Prison Fine or 
~ ~ restitution 

Cocalne

Sold for resale 

Used 

89.9% 7.6% 

57.9 35.3 

2.5% 

6.8 

The BJS survey also found that the public 
thinks selling cocaine to someone who will 
resell it is very serious. The respondents 
ranked it ninth in seriousness of the crimes 
they were asked about, higher than assault 
with injury and breaking into a home and 
stealing $1,000. The higher ranking of
fenses involved death, rape, shooting a 
robbery victim, and intentional arson with 
$500,000 damages. Use of cocaine ranked 
18th out of the 24 offenses, higher than 
larceny of $1,000 or less, assault with no 
injury, and burglary of $10. 

People with first-time convictions for selling 
cocaine or crack should be punished as fol
lows, according to respondents to a 1986 
New York Times/CBS News Poll: 

More than 1 year in jail 42 % 
1 year in jail 22 
30 days In jail 16 
Fine and probation 12 
Death (response VOlunteered) 1 
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BJS reports on 

When asked about spending for various 
social problems, 65% of the respondents to 
a 1987 National Opinion Research Center 
(NORC) Poll said we are spending too little 
to deal with drug addiction. 

NORO has asked adults (age 18 and older) 
about legalization of marijuana since 1973. 
During that time those who say marijuana 
should be made legal-
e peaked at 30% in 1978 
o fell to 16% in 1987. 

High school seniors have been surveyed 
each year since 1975. In 1986-
o 15% felt using marijuana sh('uld be en
tirely legal, down from 34% feeling that way 
in 1977 
o 69.2% reported worrying often or some
times about drug abuse. 

1986 high .. chool sonlore reporting 
they could obtain drugs fairly easily 
or very easily 

Marijuana/hashish 85.2% 
Amphetamines 64.3 
Cooaine 51.5 
Tranquilizers 51.2 
Barbiturates 48.3 
LSD 28.5 
Heroin 22.0 

12 Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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The students were asked about the harm
fulness of drug use. The percent of those 
who answered by saying people are taking 
a "great risk" of harming themselves in reg
ularly using the following were -
o marijuana/hashish, 71%, up from a low of 
35% in 1978 
o cocaine, 82%, up from a low of 68% in 
1977 and 1978 
o LSD, 83%, and heroin, 87%, both virtually 
stable across the 12-year period. 



'"' 

In 1986 a New York Times/CBS News Poll 
asked respondents to consider the effec
tiveness of various proposals to reduce 
illegal drug use in this country. The re
sponses are shown in this box. 

Stiffer penalties for persons caught selling drugs 

Stiffer penalties for persons caught using drugs 

More educational programs about drug abuse 

More drug treatment programs 

Requiring drug testing in the workplace 

Having celebrities come out against drugs 

Having the United States military make raids Into 
other countries to destroy drugs produced there 

'Respon~e volunteered. 

When asked in 1986 if they thought most 
officeholders were serir,ljs when they made 
proposals for Federal programs to deal with 
drug abuse-
024% thought they were serious 
o 60% thought most of them were using the 
issue for publicity. 

Effoct of l:!ro~osal on iIIe~al dru~ use 

Reduce 
a great 

~ 

48% 

42 

45 

31 

51 

26 

35 

Don't 
Reduce No knowl 
a real no 

ill!'!- effect Depends' ~ 

31% 15% 2% 4% 

36 

36 

42 

28 

41 

28 

16 2 5 

15 2 3 

20 2 6 

13 6 

26 2 5 

26 2 

Sources: New Yolk Times/CBS News Poll 
da:a; National Opinion Research Center 
data made available through the Roper 
Public OpInIon Research Cenl ,r; Jerald G. 
Bachman, Lloyd D. Johnston, .·.nd Patrick 
M. O'Malley, MonItoring the future 1975· 
1986; Lloyd D. Johnston, Patrick M. O'Mal· 
ley, and Jerald G. Bachman, National trends 
In drug use and related factors among 
American high school students and yaung 
aduhs: 1975·1986; Peter Begans, ABC 
NewslWashlngton Post Poll; and Joseph E. 
Jacoby and Christopher S. Dunn, "National 
survey on punishment for criminal offenses, 
executive summary" (paper as presentod at 
the National Conference on Punish mont for 
Criminal Offenses, November 1987); all as 
reported In the BJS Sourcobook of criminal 
lustloe statistIcs, 1987. 

Drugs and Crime 1988 13 



Ad" & Mm 

BJS reports 0'" '" 

Drug use In the general population 

As presented in the 1987 BJS Sourcebook 
of criminal justice statistics-
• 50.9% of 1986 high school seniors re
ported having ever used marijuana/hashish 
016.9% reported having ever used cocaine 

o 1.1 % reported having ever used heroin. 

Roported l1Iogal drug uao of high achool sonlor6, 1986 

Marijuana/hashish 
Inhalants 
Hallucinogens 
Cocaine 
Heroin 
Other opiates 
Sedatives 
Tranquilizers 

'Including the last 30 days. 

Used wilhin the last: 
12 months' 30 days 

38.8% 
8.9 
7.6 

12.7 
.5 

5.2 
5.2 
5.8 

23.4% 
3.2 
3.5 
6.2 
.2 

2.0 
2.2 
2.1 

Reported marijuana use by high school 
seniors in the previous 12 months fell to 
38.8% in 1986, the lowest level since the 
survey began in 1975; similarly, the 23.4% 

h' l!!Ij! ;'W:' 

reporting such use in the past 30 days was 
also the lowest in the period. 

Self-reports of drug use among high school 
seniors underrepresent drug use among 

youth of that age group because high 

school dropouts and truants are not in

cluded, and these groups are expected to 

have more involvement with drugs than 
those who stay in school. 

Cocaine use among high school sonlors during the 
lat. 1970'1} and early 1980's may havo peaked In 1985 

Used cocaina wfthin 
the ~ast: 

Vear 12 monlhs 30 days 

1975 5.6% 1.9% 
1976 6.0 2.0 
1977 7.2 2.9 
1978 9.0 3.9 
1979 12.0 5.7 
1980 12.3 5.2 
1981 12.4 5.8 
1982 11.5 5.0 
1983 11.4 4.9 
1984 11.6 5.8 
1985 13.1 6.7 
1986 12.7 6.2 

Reported recency of mariluana and cocaine use among college students, 1980-86 

1980 1985 
Marijuana 

Daily in past 
month 7.2% 5.6% 4.2% 3.8% 3.6% 3.1% 2.1% 

Past monlh 34.0 33.2 26.8 26.2 23.0 23.6 22.3 
Past year 51.2 51.3 44.7 45.2 40.7 41.7 40.9 

Cocaine 
Daily in past 

month .2 0 .3 .1 .4 .1 .1 
Past month 6.9 7.3 7.9 6.4 7.6 6.9 7.0 
Past yaar 16.9 15.9 17.2 17.2 16.4 17.3 17.1 

14 Bureau of Justice Statistics 



As reported in the 1987 BJS Sourcebook of 
criminal justice statistics, data from the 
1985 National Household Survey on Drug 

Abuse show that marijuana and cocaine 
use are related to age: 

AilS of resEondent 

Q!!!l1. ~ ~ 35+ 

Marijuana 
Past month 21.7% 16.8% 2.2% 
Past year 36.9 25.1 3.8 
Lifetime 60.5 58.5 15.9 

Cocaine 
Past month 7.6 6.1 
Past year 16.3 12.6 
Lifetime 25.2 24.1 4.2 

-Less than .5%. 

", Not available. 

Sources: Lloyd D. Johnston and Jerald G. 
Bachman, Monitoring the future; Lloyd D. 
Johnston, Patrick M. O'Malley, and Jerald 
G. Bachman, Nationaltronds in drug use 
and rolated factors among American high 
school students and young adults, 1975-86; 
NationallnstilUte on Drug Abuse, National 
Household Survey on Drug Abuse: Popula
tion esllmatas 7985; all as prosen/ed In the 
BJS Sourcebook of criminal Justice stalis· 
lies, 1987. 
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As reported in the 1987 BJS Sourcebook of 
criminal justice statistics, data from the 
1985 National Household Survey on Drug 
Abuse show that marijuana and cocaine 
use are related to age: 

Ago of ros2ondent 

Q!!!9. 18·25 ~ ~ 

Marijuana 
Past month 21.7% 16.8 .... 2.2% 
Past year 36.9 25.1 3.8 
Lifetime 60.5 58.5 15.9 

Cocaine 
Past month 7.6 6.1 
Past year 16.3 12.6 
Lifetime 25.2 24.1 4.2 

-Loss than .5% . 

... Net avallablo. 

Sources: Lloyd D. Johnston and Jerald G. 
Bachman, Monitoring the futura; Lloyd D. 
Johnston, Patrick M. O'Mal/ey, and Jerald 
G. Bachman, National tronds in drug use 
and felated factors among American high 
school students and young adults, 1975·86; 
National Institute on Drug Abuse, National 
Household Survey on Drug Abuse: Popu/a· 
tion estimates 1985; all as pros en/ad In the 
BJS Sourcebook of crimInal justice statis· 
tIcs, 1987. 

-
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BJS reports on ••• 

Sou rce notes 

Single copies of any report with an NCJ 
number can be obtained free from the Data 
Center & Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime, 
1600 Research Boulevard, Rockville, MD 

20850; toll free 800·666·3332 (local number 
301-251-5500). 

Data Center & Clearinghouse for Drugs 
& Crime (brochure), February 1988, 
BC-000092. 

Drug law violators, 1980-86: 
Federal offenses and offenders 
(BJS Special Report), June 1988, 
NCJ-111763 

Drug use and crime: State prison 
Inmate survey, 1986 (BJS Special Report), 

July 1988, NCJ-111940 

Drugs and crime: A guide to BJS data, 
February 1988, NCJ-109956 

Federal drug law violators (BJS Bulletin), 
February 1984, NCJ-92692 

Jail inmates 1983 (BJS Bulletin), 
November 1985, NCJ-99175 

Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986 
(BJS Special Report), January 1988, 
NCJ-109926 

16 Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Report to the Nation on crime and 
Justice: Second edition, March 1988, 

NCJ-105506 

Sentencing and time served: Federal 
offenses and offenders (BJS Special 

Report), June 1987, NCJ-1 01 043 

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony 
courts, August 1987, NCJ-105743 

Sourcebook of trlmlnal Justice 
statistics, 1987, September 1988, 
NCJ-111612 

Survey of youth In custody, 1987 
(BJS Special Report), September 1988, 
NCJ-113365 

Technical appendix: Report to the 
Nation on crime and Justice: Second 
edit/on, July 1988, NCJ-112011 

Time served In prison and on parole, 
1984 (BJS Special Report), December 
1987, NCJ-108544 

Tracking offenders, 1984 (BJS Bulletin), 

January 1988, NCJ-109686 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
(rovised August 1989) 

Call toll-free 8OC).732-3277 (local 
301-251-5500) to order BJS repo:i.s. 
to be added to one at the 8JS mailing 
lists, or to speak to a reference 
specialist In statistics at the Justice 
Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850. 
BJS maintains the following 
mailing lists: 
o Drugs and crime data (new) 

: rt~il:n~~~~r~~'S~~:;lannuaij 
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• Juvenile corrections (annUaij 
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of Criminal Justice Dala (formerly 
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National Crime Survey 
Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 

t 987 (Imal report). NCJ·11.i524,6/B9 
1986 (fmal report), NCJ-111456.9/SB 
lS85 IImal report). NCJ·104273. 5/87 

BJS speclaltoporls: 
The rodeslgned National Crime 

Survey: Selected new data, NCJ· 
114746,1/89 

Motorvehlcle theft, NCJ·l09978. 3/8S 
Elderly victims, NCJ'107676, l1te7 
Violent crime trends, NCJ·l072t7. 

11/87 
Robbery victims. NCJ·l04636, 4/S7 
Violent crime by strangers and 

nonstrangers, NCJ· 1 03702, 1/87 
Preventing domestic violence asalnst 

women, NCJ·l02037, S/86 
Crime prevention measures, 

NCJ-l 00438, 3/86 
Thl) use 01 weapons In committing 

crimes, NCJ·99643, H86 
Reporting crlme8 to the police, NCJ-

99432,12/85 
Locating city, suburban, and tural 

crime, NCJ·99535, 12/85 
The ,Ilk 01 violent crlmo, NCJ'911 19, 

5/85 
The oconomlc COlt of crime to victims, 

NCJ-93450.4/84 
Family violence. NCJ·93449. 4{84 

BJSbu/latms 
Hou8eholds touched by crime, 1988, 

NCJ-111434.6/89 
Criminal victimization 1987, NCJ· 

113587. 10/88 
The crime 01 rape, NCJ·96777. 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ-96021, 1/85 
Measuring crime. NCJ·75710, 2/81 

BJS tochnlcal leports. 
New direct/ana for the NCS, 

NCJ'115571,3J89 
Sorles crlmoa: Report of a field 

tost, NCJ·104GI5, 4/87 
LUetlme likelihood of victimiZation, 

NCJ·t 04274.3/87 
Relponse 10 screening queltlons In 

the NeS, NCJ'97824, 7/85 

Preliminary delft from the National Crime 
Survey, 1988 {press release}' 4/89 

Redesign of the National Crime Survey, 
NCJ'111457,3/89 

The sBalonality 01 crime vlctlmlzetlon, 
NCJ-l11033.9188 

Crime and older Americans Inlormatlon 
package, NGJ·I04569. $10. 5187 

Teenage victims, NCJ·103138.12/86 
Victimization and fear of crime: World 

perspectives, NCJ·93872. 1IS5, $9,15 
The National Crime Survey: Working 

papers, '101,1: Currenl and hIstorical 
perspacUlJos. NCJ'75374, 8182 
vol II: Methodological studies. 
NCJ·90307.12/84 

Corrections 
BJS bullt1tlns and spocl/iI reports. 

Capital pUnishment 1988, NCJ·118313. 
7!S9 

Prlsonenlln 1988, NCJ'1163tS,4/89 
ReCidivism of prl~oners released In 

1083, NCJ·1162'H. 4/89 
Drug use and crime: State prllon 

Inmate surveY,19na, NCJ·111940, 
7/88 

Time served In prison and on parole 
19B4,NC.'" 08544, 1/88 

Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986, 
NCJ-l09926.1188 

Imprtsonmant In lour Countries, fl:CJ· 
103967.2187 

POpulation density In State prisons, 
NCJ-I03204,12/86 

State and Fodoral prisoners, 1925·8S, 
102494.11/86 

Prison admlsllons and ruleales, 1983, 
NCJ·l OOS82, 3186 

Examining recidivism, NCJ·96S01, 2/85 
Returning 10 prison, NCJ-95700, t 1IS4 

CorrecUonal populatlons In the U.S.: 
1986, NCJ·1t1611. 2/89 
1985. NCJ·I03957, 2/68 

Historical 'taUstics on priSoners In State 
and Federallnltllutlons, yearand 
1925'86, NCJ-t i t098. 6/88 

1964 consus 01 State adult correctional 
faCilities, NCJ-10S585. 7/87 

Historical corrections statlstlcSln the 
U.S., 18Sa.1984, NCJ·l02529. 4187 

1919 Survey of Inmates of Stato correctional 
lacllilios ana 1979 (:ensus 01 Stare 
COtloctlonaifaclfjfles 

BJS spoClal foports 
The prevalence 01 Imprisonment, 

NCJ'93857,7/85 
Caroer pallerns 1.1 crime. NCJ' 

88672,6183 

BJSbullefms. 
Prlsonors and drugs, NCJ·87575 

3/83 
Prllons and prisoners, NCJ-80697 

2/82 
Veterans In prIson, NCJ·79232. 11/81 

Census of tSlls and survey 01 JaIl mmales 
BJS bul/olms and speCial leporis. 

Jail Inmates, 1987, NCJ·114319. 
12188 

Drunk drIVIng, NCJ 109945.2/88 
Jail Inmate., 1986. NCJ·I07123 

lPl87 
The 1983 Jail cenSUI, tlCJ·95536, 

11/84 

Census 01 local Jails, 1983: Data lor 
'ndlVlduallalls, vols. HV, Northeas1. 
Midwest, South, Was~ NCJ·tI2796·9· 
1J0L V, Selected Ilndlngs. methodology 
summary tables. NCJ·112795, 11/88 

Ourcrowdad Ja1l8: A national plight, 
NCJ·11IS46.8/88 

Parole and probation 
BJSbul/olms. 

Probation and parole: 
1987, NCJ-lt3948, 11/68 
1986, NCJ·I08012, 12/67 

SeUlng prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/S3 

BJS SPeCial report!_ 
Time served In prison and on parole, 

1964, NCJ-l08544, 118& 
RecidivIsm of young parolees, NCJ-

104916,5167 

,up ji & 

Children In custody 
Cenlul of public and private Juvenile 

detention, correctional, and shelter 
facllllles,197S-85, NCJ-114065, 
6/89 

Survey of youth In cUltody, 1987 
(special report), NCJ-113365. 9/88 

Publlcluvenlle faclJltlea, 1985 
(bulleUn). NCJ·t02457, 10/86 

expenditure and employment 
SJS bulletins: 

Juutlce expenditure and :!'mployment: 
1S85, NCJ·104460.3/87 
1983, NCJ,'01176. 7/86 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985 (lull report), NCJ·l 06356. 8189 
Extracts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ·t06629, 

8/88 
Extracts,1980 and 1981, NCJ-96007, 

6/85 
I 971·7S, NCJ·92596, 11184 

COUrts 
ruStml/elms: 

Felony senlencesln State courts, 
NCJ·115210.2/89 

Criminal def&nle lorthe poor, 1986, 
NCJ'112919,9/88 

State felony comh and felony laws, 
NCJ'106273,8187 

The srowth 01 appeals: t 973·83 trends, 
NCJ·96381,2/85 

Case IIl1ngs In Stllte courts 1963, 
NCJ·9511'.10/84 

BJS spaCJa/.,eports 
Felony case-processing time, NCJ-

101965.8/86 
Felony sentenclns In 18 locallurlsdlc

tlons, NCJ-97681. 6/85 
The prevalence 01 guilty pleas, NCJ· 

96018. 12/84 
Sentencing practices In 13 States, 

NCJ'95399. 10/84 

Sentencing outcomes In 28 IItlony 
courts, NCJ·I05743, 8/87 

National criminal defenstl systems study, 
NCJ·94702,10/a6 

The prosecution of lelony arrests: 
1988, NCJ·113248, 6/89 
1982, NCJ·106990. 5168 
1961, NCJ·t01380, 9/86, S7 60 

Felony lawl 01 the 50 States and the 
Dlatrlc:t of Columble, 1986, 

NCJ-l05066, 2/88. S14.70 
State court model statlsllcal dictionary, 

Supplement, NCJ'98326, 9/85 
1 st edItIon, NCJ·62320. 9{60 

Privacy and security 
Compendium 01 State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1967 OVBrvlew, NCJ-11 1097. 9/86 
1987 lull reportll.497 ~-Jges. 

mlcrollcheonty). NCJ-l 13021,9188 

Crlmlnalluatlce Inlormatlon policy: 
Strategies lor Improving data quality, 

NCJ·115339.5/69 
public access to t:;lmlMI history record 

Information, NCJ-111458, 11/88 
J.Jvenlla recordl and recordkeepln9 

Iyatems, NCJ·112815. 11/88 
Automated fingerprint Identlflcatlon 

systems: Tl3t..hnology and policy 
ISlues, NCJ·l04342. 4/67 

Crlmlnallultlce "hor' Illes, 
NC,J-l01850.12/86 

CrIme control and crimInal rocordl 
(BJS Special report), NCJ-99176, 
10/85 

Stala criminal recorda repOSitories 
tBJS technlcal report!, NCJ--99017, 
10185 

Data quality of criminal hlltory records, 
NCJ·98079.10/8$ 

Victim/witness loglalatlo": An over
view, NCJ.94365, 12/84 

Proceedings of 9JSJSEARCH 
conference: 

Open ..... confidential records, 
NCJ·113560, 11/89 

Data quality pcllclos and 
procedure .. NCJ·l01849, 12186 

Computer crime 
8JS special reports: 

Electronic fund translerfraud, NCJ-
98666.3/85 ,. 

Electronic fund transfer-and crime, 
NCJ-92650, 2/84 

Electronic fund transler systems fraud, 
NCJ·100461.4/86 

Electronic lUnd tran.'er systems and 
crime, NCJ-S3736. 9/82 

Expert witness manual, NCJ·77927, 9/81, 
SI1.5G 

Federal Justice statistics 
Compendium of Federallustlco statistics 

1 984, N~-11 1097, 7/89 
The Federal civil Justice 'VI-tem (BJS 

bullelln). NCJ·I04769. 7/87 
Employer perceptions of workplace 

crime, NCJ'101851, 7/87.S6 

Federal offenses and offenders 
BJS spacta/reports. 

Federal criminal casas, 19BOo671 
NCJ·1183tl.7/89 

Dru9 law violator" 1980086, NCJ· 
111763.6/88 

Pretrlel release and detention: 
The Ball Rolorm Acl of 1 984, 
NCJ·l09929.2/88 

Whlte-collar-Lrlme, NCJ"06876. 9/S7 
Pretrial releole and mlsco;"lduct. NCJ· 

96132,1/85 

8JSbullolins: 
Bank robbery, NCJ·94463, 8{84 
Fedef~1 drug law violate,., NCJ· 

92692,2/84 

General 
BJS bullelms and speCIal leports: 

Profile 01 Stato and local law 
enforcement agencies, NCJ·113949, 
3/89 

Intornatlonal crime rates, NCJ·t 10776, 
5/88 

Tracking 01fenderll,1984, NCJ·l09686, 
1188 

BJS telephone contaclll'67, NCJ· 
102909, 12/66 

Tracking offend ora: White-collar crime, 
NCJ·I02887.11/86 

Police employment and expenditUre, 
NCJ·l00t 1 7, 2/86 

BJS data report, 1968, NCJ·116262, 5/89 
BJS annual report, IIlcallgS8, NCJ· 

115749.4/S9 

Sourcebookofcrlmlnal Justice statistics, 
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Drugs & Crime Data Data Center & 
Clearinghouse for 
Drugs & Crime 

Illicit drugs
Cultivation to 
consequences 

The worldwide drug business 

Cultivation & production 
Foreign 
Domestic 

Distribution 
Export 
Transshipment 
Import into U.S. 

Finance 
Money laundering 
Profits 

The fight against drugs 

EnfOrcement 
Border interdiction 
Investigation 
Seizure & forfeiture 
Prosecution 

Consumption reduction 
Prevention 
Education 
Treatment 

Consequences of drug use 

Abuse 
Addiction 
Overdose 
Death 

Crime 
While on drugs 
For drug money 
Trafficking 

Impact on Justice system 

Social disruption 

The Data Center & Cleannghouse 
lor Drugs & Cnme IS lunded by 
the Bureau of Justice ASSistance 

""nd directed by the Bureau 01 
~ustlce Stallshes of the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 

Major heroin smuggling routes into the United ·States 

DEA Qusrterly Intelligence Trends 

One free phone call can give you access 
to a growing data base on drugs & crime 

The new Data Center & Clearing
house for Drugs & Crime is managed 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
To selVe you, the centerwill-

• Respond to your requests 
for drugs and crime data 

o Let you know about new drugs and 
crime data repon" 

o Send you reports on drugs and crime 

o Conduct special bibliographic 
searches for you on specific drugs 
and crime topics. 

o Refer you to data on epidemlo~ 
ogy, prevention, and treatment of 
substance abuse at the National 
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug 
In!onnation of the Alcoho~ Drug 
Abuse, and Mental Health AdminiS
tration. 

o Publish special reports on subjects 
such as assets forfeiture and seizure, 
economic costs of dru9'related 
crime, drugs and violence, drug laws 
of the 50 States, drug abuse and 
corrections, and innovative law 
enforcement reactions to drugs and 
crime. 

• Prepare a comprehensive, concise 
report that will bring together a nch 
array of data to trace and quantify 
the full flow of illic!! drugs from 
cultivation to consequences. 

Major cocaine smuggling routes 
Into the United States 

DEA Qutlnarly 
tntcUJgant;c Tronds 

Call now and speak to a speCialist 
in drugs & crime statistics: 

Or write to the Data Centllr & 
Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime 
1600 Research Boulevard 
R<'Ckville, MD 20850 
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