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A general downturn in criminal vietimiza~
tion ocecurred in the United States during
1982, according to the latest National
Crime Survey (NCS) results. Some 1.7
million fewer vietimizations took place in
1982 than in 1981, with property offenses
—notably household burglary, the rate for
which dropped to a 10-year low—aceount-
ing for the bulk of this reduction,
Although appearing to share in the overall
decline, violent crime did not changsi
significantly between the two years.

The NCS measures selected personal
and household erimes, including offenses
not reported to the police, through inter-
views at 6-month intervals with the
oceupants of an average of about 58,000
housing units (132,000 persons). Based on
a sample that is representative of the U.S.
population age 12 and over, the survey has
yielded since 1973 an unprecedented
amount of information about crime and its
vietims, Survey results are statxstically2
weighted, producing national estimates.
The 1982 figures are the 10th in an annual
series,

Stability in the Nation's rates of crimi~
nal victimization generally has character-
ized the NCS (figure 1). The downturn
measured between 1981 and 1982 was cne
of the most sweeping, single-direction
changes to have taken place since the
program's inception. Virtually all cate~
gories of erime contributed to the reduc-
tion, and there were no statistically
significant increases.

For all NCS offenses, 39.8 million vie-
timizations occurred in 1982, 4.1% fewer
than the 41,5 million in 1981, Between
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those years, the population age 12 and
over increased by an estimated 1.2%
(table 1).

No change in violent erime

Some 6.5 million violent vietimiza~
tions—rapes, personal robberies, and
assaults—ocecurred in 1982, This yielded a
rate of 34.3 vietimizations per 1,000 per-
sons age 12 and over. Neither of those
figures was significantly different from
the corresponding ones for 1981, In faect,
the 1982 rate did not differ significantly
from most of the matching figures record-
ed over the 10-year history of the NCS
program (tables 2 and 3), The component
categories of violent erime also did not
change significantly between 1981 and
1982,

Assault is the most prevalent of the
NCS violent offenses. Roughly 5 million
of these crimes—occurring at a rate of
26.4 victimizations per 1,000 individuals—
were recorded in 1982, Assaults oceurred
at a somewhat lower rate in 1973 and
1974, but the latest figure was not signifi-
cantly differen§ from the other annual
measurements.

Similarly, the latest rate for personal
robbery was slightly greater than the rates
in 1977-79, but it was not significantly 4
different from those for the other years.

The rate for rape, the most serious
NCS offense, is shown in tables 1 and 2 on
the basis of the entire U.S. population age
12 and over. The 1982 rate, 0.8 victimiza-
tions per 1,000, was about 25% lower than
the 1979 figure. Because of sampling
variability, other seemingly large percent-
age differences between the annual rates
for rape are not statistically significant
(nor are some for other low-incidence
erimes). Based on the more relevant
population, the 1982 rate for rape was 1.4
vietimizations per 1,000 women (figure 2).

Continued decline in personsl thefts

Two forms of personal theft are
measured by the NCS: larcenies with and
without vietim-offender contact. The
overall rate for these crimes declined by
about 3% between 1981 and 1962, The
latest figure, 82,5 victimizations per 1,000
population, was lower than those for each
of the preceding years, except 1980,

Personal larceny without vietim-
offender contact, the most common of the
NCS offenses, appeared to resume a
general downward direction that began
after 1978 but was interrtipted in 1981,
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'I:he rate for that crime did not change .the 1982 ra}e was lower than the preced- The rate fox: la_rcenies involving con- Table 3. Comparison of changes in victimization rates
significantly between 1980 and 1981. ing year's figure, a:‘;’d it was clearly lower tact between victims and offenders—purse for personal and household erimes, 1973-82
There was some indication, however, that than the 1979 rate. snatehings and pocket pickings—did not X
h ignificantly bet 1981 and Percent change In victimization rate
change signiticantly between an : 1973-82 97582 1976-82 1977-82  1978-82  1979-82  1980-82  1981-8%
Seetor and type of crime 1973-82  1974-82 197
Table 1. Change in victimization levels and rates 1982. This is one of the less prevalent ector and type .
for personal and household crimes, 1981-82 NCS offenses, and the yearly rate for it P ] sector
has averaged about 3 victimizations per Crimes of violence »#5.3 3.9 4.4 5.2 1.1 1.6 . —gg gg 30
Vietimization 1,000 persons. Rape -14.7 -17.4 -11.0 -3.6 -9.0 :16.5 +-25. -13. -14.7
o levels (1,000s Victimization rates Robbery 5.0 :1_4 :g gg qg.g 2(1)3 131 ;g _;g
ercent ercent * * Assault 5.1 6.2 . . -1. ~1. ~3. . -2,
Sector and type of crime 1981 1982 change 1981 1982 change Record low burglary rate .. ﬁuglgravated assault .76 ¢;10,4 :gg ‘;gg f; ~gg -flig gg -i:
: : s ult *15.4 18.3 R R R -0, -1, . 1.
Personal sector Residential burglary accounted for the Ml srivrn w04 %134  *141  *-141 152 %147 *-10.2 0.6 %31
. Crimes of violence 6,582 6,459 -1.9 353 343 -3.0 largest share of the general decline in . . Personal larceny with contact -0.3 L6 . ~1,0 ,. 59 . 1:.5 . Ié g Hg.g -5 g ":2.3
Ruggmpleted rape 1?1; 13‘2 -igg (l)g gg -i;;’ NCS-measured erimes during 1982. Amer- ©t Personal larceny without contact *-9.7 ~13.6 -14.5 -14.8 ~16.0 -15. s : 2
i i . : i 0 tai 000
gy ed rape EARPE TR T S S ¥ burglaries i s"”sa%"ff i 10 8 feger e ouschotd burgla *-14.7 *-16.0 «14.7 *-12.1 *-11.7 v9.1 7.0 7.2 *-111
Robbery 1,381 1,334 -3.4 T4 7.1 4.5 burglaries in 1 an in 1981, That Household burglary ot o<8.0 .92 8.2 7.6 .50 +148  *-10.0 5.9
Robbery with injury 440 414 5.9 24 2.2 -6.8 reduction represented 43% of the entire Household lareeny 153 141 170 1.9 48 7 7.8 3.9 5.6
From serlous assault as a3 0.9 12 11 1 downturn in victimization for 1982, Motor vehicle theft 18 : : : : . : . .
Rob&?y%i&ggm?ury 941 919 2.3 5.1 4.9 3.6 NOTE: Percent change calculeted using rates * The uifference is statistically significant *+ The difference Is statistically significant
Assault 5024 4,973 10 270 264 2.2 The latest rate—78.2 burglaries per that were rounded to the nearest hundredth. at the 95% level. at the 90% level,
Aggravated assault 1,796 1,754 23 9.8 9.3 <34 1,000 households—was about 10 points
With injury 591 587 07 3.2 5. -1.8 lower than that measured for 1981, It was
Attempted with weapon 1,205 1,167 -3.2 8.5 6.2 -4.3 by far the lowest figure since 1973. The
Slw;lt; ?s?sult 3%’:’3 3’3},8 -lll-g 11-: II é '33 decline came about largely because of a A downturn, this one for the third share of crimes reported to authorities o
njury . . » . lessening in foreible entries (or break-ins) consecutive year, also was found in resi- was higher than in 1979 (32.8%). Tiends in police reporting rates
Attempted without weapon 2,385 2,360 -1.0 12.8 12,5 -2.2 4 . The latest 113.9 for selected crimes, 1973-82
Cr:,mes of ttl:zft i 15,863 15,553  **-2.0 ag.l 82.5 ©.3,1 glthough thia1 l'éite for unforced entries was dential ll)gcfl:)sgo hgﬁs :h:lsdsrav::; son;e 7 In contrast with the lack of change in g
ersonal larceny with contact 605 577 -4.8 3 3.1 ~5.8 own as well. crimes ’ s
Purse snatching 195 177 9.2 10 1.0 -9.5 points lower than in 1981. It was also the the aggregate proportion of erimes report- fg{;’f’_"'
gmpmed purse 5"8““;"8 148 131 -103 0.8 6.7  -114 lowest figure for that crime since 1973, ed to police, reporting rates for two
Porror o purse snatehing TS+ S < S o S s S - The reduction between 1981 and 1982 cen-  personal offenses and one household crime
Personal larceny without contact 15,258 14,976 1.8 8L9 795  *s3. tered upon larcenies valued at less than did change from 1981 to 1982 (tables 4 and
_— . $50, as the costlier thefts did not change 5). The latest reporting rate for aggrava- sof-
Total population age 12 and over 186,336 188,497 1.2 Trends in victimization rates P )
for violent crimes, 1973-82 significantly. ted assault, 57.6%, was up from the 1981 Motor vehicle theft
Hmﬁm?'h 7.394 6,663 99 87.9 78.2  *-11.1 ' rate of 52.2%. Police reports of personal ~_/\/\/
Poreible enrtgry i 2,587 2,104 o187 308 247 ~197 Rato per 1,000 persons age 12 and older Despite an appreciable reduction in larceny with contact, at 32.7%, were down ok
Unlawful entry without force 3,078 2,932 47 36.6 344 %60 or attempts, the gverall rate of l.nogo_r sharply from the 1981 rate of 40.4%. In Houschold burgtary
Attempted forcible entry 1,729 1,627 -5.0 206 19,1 1.2 Crimes of viclence vehicle theft did not change significantly the household seetor, there was an in- o T
Household larceny 10,176 9,705 *46 1210 113.9 *-5,9 ’,_____/——"\/\ between 1981 and 1982, The most receat erease in reports to the authorities of o AT e —
‘s‘ggsoihm ::o 2'(’;22 g’géz '_‘_fz? ig-g jg% ‘:g-g a0l ~16.2 erimes per 1,000 households—was motor vehicle thefts (up about 6 percent- 40 Crimes of vislence
ﬁnount ngt l:vallable ,308 444 +e128 6 52 137 w ‘;;’; f)irgerlif;g;ni?lgu?efsfer ent from most of age points). Housahold larceny
empted larceny 31 683 -6.6 8.7 8.0 -7.7 & i 0 I S e e -
Motor vehicle theft 1,439 1,377 -43 171 16.2 -5.6 Personal larceny without contact and
Completed theft 891 947 63 106 7111 4.9 20 Police reports of aggravated ult h hold 1 y hich togeth d or f
B o . . o olice [4) ava! 8Ssa ouseno. arceny, which together made Personal farceny
Attempted theft 548 430 *-21.5 6.5 5.1  *-22.5 = up roughly three-yt!ifths of aﬁ offenses, had without contact
Total number of households 84,095 85,211 1.3 The overall proportion of crimes that reporting rates of only 27% in 1982. Both .
1t H H H 1 i 1 1 ] 1 ] ]
TE: rator). 10 victims sa}d they had reported to the those rates were not sngpifnce_mtly differ- 0
g‘gm e ’gﬁ_‘;‘;n’g‘l‘g not e“rdc"e;f c‘:;fl’ 5"8;'52 do (houschold sactor) Robbery —_— police during 1982--35.7% of all victimi- ent from the corresponding figures for 1973 1982
unrounded ﬂgures.gi'ictimlzntion rgfes are " n't ;ﬁg%g{gfg 321‘30 is statisticully significant /\‘R"‘“"\-—""'/ zations measured—was not significantly 1981 (figure 3). The overall police report-
caleulated on the basls of the number of o+ The difference Is statistically significant . fopo bvomen o) oo different from what it was in 1981 (35.5%)  ing rate for violent crime, 48%, was not Figwa 3
vietimizations per 1,600 persons age 12 and at the 90% level. & 1062 or in 1980 (35.8%).' However, the overall significantly different from that for 1981.
over (personal sector) or per 1,000 households
Figuro 2 Table 4.  Police reporting rates for personal
and houschold erimes, 1973-82
Table 2. Vietimization rates for personal and houschold crimes, 1973-82 Percent of vietimizations reported to the police
(Rate per 1,000) Seetor and type of crime 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1680 1981 1992
Sector and type of crime 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 P °g‘r‘;',;“e‘:g§‘v°i‘;lence e 46.9 02 188 451 M2 5.1 a7 46.6 18.2
Personal sector Rape 48.8 51.8 56,2 52.7 58.4 48.8 50.5 414 55.7 52.8
Gl vk oas %M owoap owpow oW it oM omoms Ry omom oW o W
. o . . . . ol 0, 0 8 . . . . . s . B . .
Robbery 6.1 7.2 6.8 8.5 6.2 5.0 6.3 8.6 7.4 71 Robbery without injury 46.6 49.6 47.9 48,6 49,6 43.6 52,0 50.1 50.7 51.2
Assault 24.9 24.8 25.9 25.3 26.8 26,0 27.2 258 27.0 26.4 Assault 43,5 44,7 45,2 47,5 43.5 127 124 44,9 43.7 45.9
Aggravated assault 101 10.4 9.6 9.9 100 9,7 9.9 9.3 0:5 9:3 Aggravated assault 51.6 53.1 55.2 58.4 51.5 52,7 51.3 54.0 52.2 57.6
oy Simple aseaul 148 144 158 154 168 172 178 165 178 171 Crinn ottt 221 344 203 a0a o4  o4e 240 260 aer g
rimes of the 91.1 95.1 06.0 06, 97, . . . R . mes of the . B E 26.6 24.8 Z4.6 24,0 26.9 26.7 26.9
Personal larceny with contact 1 o o 51 T R v S S S Personal larceny with contrt 32.8 338 345 362 372 347 356 387 404 327
Personal lnrccny without contact 88.0 92.0 92.0 03.2 04,6 93.6 89,0 80.0 81.9 9.5 Personal lﬂrceny withou? contaet 21.8 24.2 26.0 £6.3 24.5 24.3 23.6 26.5 26.2 28.7
Houschold sector llo;;schold scetor
Household burglary 91.7 93.1 91.7 88.9 88.5 86.0 84.1 84.3 87.9 78,2 Houschold burglary 46.6 LYAI 48.8 48.1 48.8 47.1 47.6 51.3 51.1 49.3
Housahold larceny 107.0 1238 1254 1240 1233 119.9 1337 1265 1210 113.9 Housahold larcany 248 262 271 270 254 245 261 275 262 26.8
otor vehiele thaft 1001 18.8 195 16.5 7.0 175 s 6.7 171 18.2 Motor vehiele theft 68.3 67.3 711 69.5 68.4 66.1 68.2 69.3 66.6 72.4
NOTE: Detail may not add to total shown cach preceding yeur are {dontified on table 3, 1980-82 rates. Controls for the 1973~79 rates NOTE: Statistically significant differences population control figures based on the 1980 rates, Controls for the 1973-79 rates were
because of rounding. Statistieally significant Estimated popuiation control figures based on were derlved f 19 between the rates for 1982 and each preceding census wera used in ealeulating the 1980-82 derlved from the 1970 census. i
differences between the rates for 1982 and the 1980 cgnsﬁls were used In caglgulutlng the rived from the 1970 ccnsus. year are identified on table 5. Estimated l een




Table 5.  Comparison of changes in police

reporting rates, 1973-82
Percent change in police reporting rate
Sector and type of crime 1973-82 1974~ 1975-82 1976-82 1977-82 1978-82 1979-82  1980-82 1981-82
Personal sector
Crimes of violence *5.9 2.9 2.2 -1.2 4.5 *9.0 *7.0 2.3 3.5
Rape 7.9 1.9 -6.1 0.1 -9.7 8.2 4.4 27.5 =5.3
Robbery 7.1 4.8 5.4 5.4 1.2 11.1 1.2 -1.2 0.7
Robbery with injury 5.9 8.5 3.3 6.6 1.5 2.7 7.9 -3.6 0.7
Robbery without injury 9.8 3.3 7.0 5.3 3.2 *17.4 -1.5 2.2 1.0
Assault 5.6 2.7 1.6 -3.4 5.5 .7 *8.2 2.3 5.0
Aggravated assault *11.7 **8.4 4.4 -1.3 *11.9 **9.2 *12.4 6.6 *10.4
Simple assault 4.1 2.3 1.3 2.5 1.9 7.0 5.8 -0.5 14
Crimes of theft *21.5 *9.5 2.3 1.2 *3.3 *9.1 $12.0 0.1 0.5
Personal larceny with contact -0.3 ~3.4 ~5.4 -9y -12.1 ~2.9 -8.1 -8.6 *-19,2
Personal larceny without contact *22. *9.9 2.5 1.5 *§.9 *9,5 *12.8 0.5 1.7
Household sector
Household burglary *5.8 3.5 1.5 24 -1.1 4.7 3.7 -3.8 -3.5
Household lareeny *8.1 46,2 -1.0 -1.0 5.3 *9.4 *45.5 -2 2.1
Motor vehicle theft 8.0 **7.5 1.8 43 5.8 *9.6 6.2 44 "8

NOTE: Percent change caleulated using rates
that were rounded to the nearest hundredth.

* The difference is statistically significant

at the 95% level,

** The difference is statistically significant
at the 90% level,

Only 33% of attempted residential break-
Ins (as compared with 39% of unforeed
entries and 76% of foreed entries) were
reported to the police, and the difference
between attempted and completed vaehicle
thefts (37% vs. 89%) also was large.

Police-reported crime rates down

A special kind of vietimization rate—
based only on those offenses that victims
said were known to the police—was caleu-
lated in order to gauge possible changes
between 1981 and 1982 in the incidence of
crimes reported to the authorities, For
each NCS offense, victimizations reported
to the police (numerator) were divided by
either the population age 12 and over or
the number of households (denominator),
as appropriate,

The results (table 6) show that the
rates for personal larceny with contact
and household burglary deelined between
1981 and 1982, The police-reported
victimization rate for personal larceny
with contact declined by about 24% and
that for household burglary dropped by
14%. The major part of the downturn in
the burglery rate was contributed by for-
cible entries, which declined from 23.5
vietimizations per 1,000 households in
1981 to 18,7 in 1982,

(Rate per 1,000)

Table 6. Change in victimization rates
based on crimes reported
to the police, 1981-82

Victimization
rates for NCS
crimes reported

Sector and to the police Percent
type of crime 1481 1382 change
Personal sector
Crimes of violence 16,5 165 0.4
Rape 0.5 0.4 -18.9
Robbery 4.1 4.0 -3.9
Robbery with
injury 1.6 1.5 =5.7
Robbery with-
out injury 2.6 2.5 -2.3
Assault 11.8 121 2.8
Aggravated
assault 5.0 5.4 6.6
Simple assault 6.8 6.8 -0.2
Crimes of theft 22.8 222 -2.6
Personel larceny
with contact 1.3 1.0 *-23.7
Persoral larceny
without contact 218 212 -1.3
Household sector
Houschold burglary 4.9 388 *~14.1
Household larceny 31.7 305 ~3.9
Motor vehlcle theft 14 1u.g 2.6

at the 95% level.

NOTE: Detail may not add to total shown
because of rounding. In calculating the rates,
vietimizations reparted to the police were
divided either by the population age 12 and
over (personal seetor) or by the total number
of houscholds (household sector). Pereent
change caleulated using rates that were
rounded to the nearest hundredth,

* The difference Ig statistically significunt

Footnotes

lCompm‘isons made i this report passed a hypothe-
sis test at the 0.10 lovel of statistical significance
(i.e., the 90% “confidence level"), or better, In
faet, most comparisons passed the test at the level
of 0.05 (or the 95% confldence level). Thus, for
most comparisons cited, the estimated difference
between values being examined was greater than
twice the standard error of the difference. A few
statements of comparison have been qualified by
footnotes denoting that the estimated difference
between values being examined was within the
range of 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors—statistically
significant at the 0,10 level but not at the 0.05 level
{or & contidence level between 90% and 95%). The
presence and level of statisticaily significant dif-
ferences are noted on tables 1,3,5,and 6.

2The NCS also enables examination of the incidence
of crime against the residents ef certain types of
localities, and estimates are available for & number
of large States, The survey also furnishes data on
the extent to which erime I experienced by various
population groups. Data on subnational populations
and on subgroups are available on request from BJS,
and some of this kind of information ean be found in
the latest In the series of comprehensive annual
reports, Criminal Vietimization in the United

States, 1 - y and in special reports; the
1981 edltlon of the annuat report will be published
in November 1983, and the 1982 cdition is now
being prepared.

3The difference between the 1973 and 1982 assault
rates is statistically significant at the 90% eon-
fidence level.

dhe difference between the 1979 and 1982 robbery
rated {s statistically significant at the 00% con~
fidence level.

5The difference between the 1981 and 1982 rates
for personal lareeny without contact is statistically
slgniticant at the 90% confidence level.

8The dectine in the rate for unlawful entry without
foree is statistically significant at the 90% con-
fidence level.

TPhe aggregate rate of polica reporting Is an aver-
age caleulated for all of the eategories shown in
table 4,

81able 4 displays the overall pereentages of bur-
glarles and motor vehicle thefts reported to the
pollee, but the companent categorles cited here are
not shown,
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