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Criminal Victinlization 1983 
Preliminary results from the National 
Crime Survey indicate that the victimi
zation rate for violent crime in the 
United States dropped 1096 in 1983 to 
30.9 per 1,000 persons age 12 and older, 
the lowest in 6 years. The rate for 
personal crimes of theft dropped 896 to 
the lowest level in the ll-year history 
of the National Crime Survey, which 
measures crimes not reported to the 
police as well as those reported. 

Behind the drop in victimization 
rates lay a decline in the number of 
criminal victimizations-sharper and 
more widespread than the one that 
occurred during 1982. National Crime 
Survey (NCS) findings indicate that 
Amel'icans sustained about 2.9 million 
fewer victi~zations in 1983 than a 
year earlier. There were record low 
rates for several property crimes, and 
the rate of p~sonal robbery decreased 
dramatically. 

Considering all offenses measured 
by the NCS, roughly 36.9 million vic
timizations were estimated to have 
occurred in 1983. This figure repre
sents about 796 fewer victimizations 
than the total

3
0f 39.8 million that took 

place in 1982. Between the 2 years, 
the number of persons age 12 and over 
(the focus of the NCS) increased by an 
estimated 1.196. The latest data also 
indicate that the rates of reporting of
fenses to the police remained basically 
unchanged between 1982 and 1983. 

1 Summary results for 1982 and trends over the first 
10 years of the NCS were reported In Criminal 
Victimization in the United States: 1.973··8~ 
TrentJlJ. BJS specl81 Report NCJ-90541, September 
I9'ii3.A comprehensive report tor 1982, tenth in an 
annual series, Is now in preparation. 

2por definitions of crimes measured by the National 
Crime Survey and a description Ilf NCS operations 
see Measuring Crime, Bureau of Justice StatistillS 
Bulletin, NCJ-75710, Pebruary 1981. 

3 Comparisons made In this rel>Ort p8lJlled a 
hypothesis test at either the 0.05 lavel ot statistical 
significance (I.e., the 95% contlden1e level) or the 
0.10 level (the 90% confidence level). In the first 

With the release of the 1983 
victimization datli, the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics introduces 
techniques that allow the publi
cation of preliminary data from 
the National Crime Survey sev
eral months prior to the avail
ability of final figures. Al
though the final figures will 
differ somewhat from those pre
sented here, the differences are 
expected to be too small to af
fect data interpretation. 

Considerable statistical re-

Violent crimes decline 

Approximately 568,000 fewer. vio
lent victimizations-rapes, personal 
robberies, and assaults-occurred in 
1983 than in 1982, according to the 
latest NCS estimates (see table 1). In 
contrast, there were no statistically 
significant changes between 1981 and 
1982 in either the numbers or rates of 
victimization for violent offenses. 

Reductions of 1896 in the number of 
personal robberies and of 796 in assaults 
contributed to the overall drop in 
violent crime.4 With respect to rape, 
one of the three NCS-measured violent 
crimes, neither the number nor the rate 
changed significantly between 1982 and 

Instance, the estimated difference between the 
values examined was greater than twice the stan
dard error of the difference. In the second, the 
estimated difference between the values examined 
was within the range of 1.8 and 2.0 standard 
errors-statlstically significant at the 0.10 level but 
not at the 0.05 level. In the text, such comparisons 
have been footnoted. The statistical testing Ilro
cedure Included a "prediction error" term developed 
from a time-series IItudy of the feasibility of using 
collection-year data to project the final (calendar
year) results. Post-1973 NCS data were used in 
developing project/on error terms Cor each category 
of crime and Poach type ot statistic (numbers, rates 
of victimization, or percents of victimizations 
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search has gone into the devel
opment of the preliminary 1983 
data. This research continues 
and is expected to improve and 
refine our estimation method
ology even further in the years 
ahead. The pUblication of pre
liminary statistics on victim
ization is part of an ongoing 
Bureau program to improve the 
quality and timeliness of 
criminal justice statistics. 

Steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

1983. The rate for rape, based on 
women only, was 1.4 victimizations per 
1,000 in 1983 (see figure 1). 

The decline in personal robbery 
centered upon the less serious form
robberies not resulting in victim 

Trends in victimlzntlon rates 
for violent crimes, 1973·83 

Rate per 1.000 pell50ns age 12 and older 
>40 

Crimes of violence 

30 

Assault 

20 

10 
Robbery 

Rape (womon only) 

0 --
1973 1083 

Figure 1 

reported to the pollce.) The presence and level of 
statistically significant dlfterences are noted on 
tables 1, 3, and 5. 

4 The differences between the 1982 and 1983 
(preliminary) levels for both robbery and 8IJIIault are 
statistically slgnltlcant at the 90~. confidence level. 

t 

.I 

j 

! 

I 

I 

I 
I 

: I 
( 

·1 
, i , , 
I 

-[ 
! 

. ! 

I 
r 
l 
f 
f 

I 
I 
I 

'\1' 

, 

, .. 
(;' 



"" 

f 
., ... . . . 

Table L Preliminary changes in victimization levels and rates 
fir personal and household erimes, 1982-83 

Victimization 
levels (1/000s) Victimization rates 

Prellml- Percent PreHmi- Percent 
Sector and type of crime 1982 

Personal seetor 
Crimes of violence 6,459 

Rape 153 
Completed rape 46 
Attempted rape 106 

Robbery 1,334 
Robbery with injury 414 

From serious assault 213 
From minor assault 202 

Robbery without injury 919 
Assault 4,973 

Aggravated assault 1,754 
With injury 587 
Attempted with weapon 1,167 

Simple assault 3,219 
With injury 859 
Attempted without weapon 2,360 

Crimes of tileft 15,553 
Personal larceny with cor-tact 577 

Purse snatching 177 
Complete-J purse ;;Ilatching 131 
Attempted purse snatching 46 

Pocket picking 399 
Personal larceny without contact 14,976 

Total population age 12 and over 188,497 

Household seetor 
Household burglary 6,663 

Forcible entry 2,104 
Unlawful entry without force 2,932 
Attempted forcible entry 1,627 

Household larceny 9,705 
Less than $50 4,614 
$50 or more 3,964 
Amount not available 444 
Attempted larceny 683 

Motor vehicle theft 1,377 
Completed theft 947 
A ttempted theft 430 

Total num ber of households 85,211 

NOTE: Detail may not add to total shown 
because of rounding. Percent change based on 
unrounded figures. Victimization rates are 
calculated on the basis of the number of 
victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 and 
over (personal sc~tor) or per 1,000 households 

Injury. The rate for this offense 
declined by roug!lly a fourth between 
1982 and 1983. The reduction in the 
rate for robbery with injury was not 
statistically significant. 

The overallt'ate for robbery-5.7 
victimizations per 1,000 persons-was 
clearly lower than in 1981 or 1982. It 
was not, however, significantly dif
ferent from the rates for most of the 
pre-1981 period (see tables 2 and 3). 

The assault rate-24.4 victimi
zations per l,OOO-was lower than the 
corresponding rates for tbe preceding 2 
years and for 1977-79. Tile 1983 
aggravated assault rate was also a 
near-record low-below the figures for 
9 of the 10 preceding years, but noU 
significantly different from the rate for 
1980. 

5 The dltrerence between the 1982 rate and 1983 
(preliminary) rate for robbery without In,lury Is 
statistically slgnltlcant at the 9096 confidence levtlL 

nary 1983 change 1982 nary 1983 change 

5,891 *-8.8 34.3 30.9 *-9.8 
162 5.9 0.8 0.9 4.9 

68 47.8 0.3 0.4 48.0 
97 -8.5 0.6 0.5 -8.9 

1,092 u-18.1 7.1 5.7 *-19.1 
395 -4.6 2.2 2.1 -5.9 
193 -9.4 1.1 1.0 -10.6 
203 0.5 1.1 1.1 -0.9 
701 u-23.7 4.9 3.7 **-24.4 

4,648 u-6.5 26.4 24.4 *-7.6 
1,577 -10.1 9.3 8.3 **-11.1 

575 -2.0 3.1 3.0 -3.2 
1,003 -14.1 6.2 5.3 u-15.0 
3,070 -4.6 17.1 16.1 -5.7 

805 -6.3 4.6 4.2 -7.2 
2,265 -4.0 12.5 11.9 -5.0 

14,450 *-7.1 82.5 75.8 0-8.1 
515 -10.7 3.1 2.7 -11.8 
143 -19.2 1.0 0.8 -20.0 

93 -29.0 0.7 0.5 -30.0 
53 15.2 0.3 0.3 12.0 

372 -6.8 2.1 2.0 -8.0 
13,937 u-6.9 79.5 73.1 *-8.0 

190,586 1.1 

6,137 *-7.9 78.2 71.2 *-8.9 
1,892 -10.1 24.7 22.0 u-11.1 
2,667 -9.0 34.4 31.0 **-10.1 
1,580 -2.9 19,1 18.3 -4.0 
9,187 u-5.3 113.9 106.6 *-6.4 
4,442 -3.7 54.1 51.5 -4.8 
3,714 -6.3 46.5 43.1 -7.4 

399 -10.1 5.2 4.6 -11.1 
632 -7.5 P..lI 7.3 -8.5 

1,215 -11.8 IS.2 14.1 -12.8 
819 -13.5 11.1 9.5 -14.4 
394 -8.4 5.1 4.6 -9.5 

86,179 1.1 

(household sector). 
* The difference is statistically significant 

at the 9596 confidence level. 
** The difference is statistically significant 
at the 9096 confidence level. 

Personal thefts down 8% 

'lJhe victimization rate for personal 
larceny without victim-offender con
tact continued a general downturn that 
began in 1978. The rate for 1983-73.1 
victimizations per 1,000 persons-was 
the lowest in NCS history (see figure 2). 

Personal larcenies involving victim
offender contact-purse snatchings and 
pocket pickings-occur far less fre
quently than the noncontact larcenies 
and have had few statistically signif
icant fluctuations in annual rates. 
Although matching the previously 
observed low (for 1977), the 1983 rate 
for larceny with contact was not signif
icantly different from the figures for 
1982 or most of the preceding years. 

Because of the appreciable decline 
in personal larceny without contact, the 
1983 overall rate for personal crimes of 
theft was lower than the 1982 figure by 
about 8%. The resulting rate-75.8 

2 

Trends in victimization rates 
for selected crimes, 1973·83 

Rate per 1.000 persons or households 
140 
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100 Without contact 
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victimizations per 1,000 individuals-is 
the lowest to date for this grouping of 
crimes. 

Residential crimes also drop 

The NCS measures three kinds of 
offenses against residential property
burglal'Y, household larceny, and motor 
vehicle theft. For all of these com
bined, some 1.2 million fewer incidents 
occurred in~1983 than in 1982. This 
decline represents roughly 7% fewer 
crimes. Two of the household offenses 
were affected by reductions in the rate 
of victimization for 1983. 

Following a 10-year low that was 
set in 1982, the rate of residential 
burglary declined by about 9% in 1983. 
Therefore, the 1S83 figure-71.2 
burglaries per 1,000 households-is a 
second consecutive record low. Both 
forms of completed burglary-forcible 
entries (break-ins) and unforced 6 
entries-shared in the reduction. 

Household larceny, which had de
creased gradually since 1979, continued 
this trend. Tn fact, the preliminary 
rate-106.6 larcenies per 1,000 house
holds-was significantly lower than in 
any previous year, except 1973. 

Few statistically significant year
to-year fluctuations have been recorded 
for motor vehicle theft, and the ap
parent drop in the 1983 rate for this 
crime was not statistically significant. 

No change in pollee reporting 

The overall proportion of crimes 
reported to the police remained essen
tially unchanged for the first 3 years of 
the 1980s. This trend appears to have 
continued through 1983 (see figure 3). 

6 The differences between the 1962 rates and 1983 
(preliminary) rates for forcible entry and unlawful 
entry without force are statistically slgnltlcant at 
tho 90% confidence level, 

• '. t 

'hble 2. Victimization ratH! for personal and bousebold erimes, 
1973-82 and 19113 preliminary 

(Rate per 1,000) 

Prelimi-
Sector and type of crime 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 nary 1983 

POl'IIOIIallleCtor 
Crimes of violence 32.6 33.0 32.8 32.6 33.9 33.7 34.5 33.3 35.3 34.3 30.9 

Rape 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.1 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 
Robbery 6.7 7.2 6.8 S.5 6.2 5.9 6.3 6.6 7.4 7.1 5.7 
Assault 24.9 24.8 25.2 25.3 26.8 26.9 27.2 25.8 27.0 26.4 24.4 

Aggravated assault 10.1 10.4 9.6 9.9 10.0 9.7 9.9 9.3 9.S 9.3 8.3 
Simple assault 14.8 14.4 15.6 15.4 16.8 17.2 17.3 16.5 17.3 17.1 lS.1 

Crimes of then 91.1 95.1 96.0 9S.1 97.3 96.8 91.9 83.0 85.1 82.5 75.8 
Personal larceny with contact 3.1 3.1 3.1 2.9 2.7 3.1 2.9 3.0 3.3 3.1 2.7 
Personallarcen~' without contact 88.0 92.0 92.9 93.2 94.S 93.6 89.0 80.0 81.9 79.5 73.1 

HOlIIehold 1leCt<r 
Household burglary 91.7 93.1 91.7 88.9 88.5 86.0 84.1 &4.3 87.9 78.2 71.2 
Household larceny 107.0 123.8 125.4 124.1 123.3 119.9 133.7 126.5 121.0 113.9 106.S 
Motor veWcle theft 19.1 18.8 11l.5 16.5 17.0 17.5 17.5 16.7 17.1 16.2 14.1 

N01'EI Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. 
Statistically signitlcant differences between the rates ror 1983 
and each pr~ceding year are identified on table 3. 

,---, 

Table 3. Compariaon of changes m victimization rates 
fir ptl'9OIIIll and houIebold crimes, 1973-113, based on 
1983 preliminary data 

Percent Change in victimization rate 
Sector and type of crime 

Perscna1 seet<r 
Crimes or violence 

Rape 
Robbery 
Assault 

Aggravated as,~ault 
Simple assault 

Crimes of theft 
Personal larceny wi th contact 
Personal larceny without contact 

Household 1ICCt<r 
HO'JSehold burglary 
Household larceny 
Motor vehicle theft 

NOTE: Percent change calculated using 
rates that were rounded to the nearest 
hundredth. 

According to the latest data, victims 
reported 34.7% of all victimizations to 

Trends In police reporting rutes 
for selected crimes, 1973·83 

Percent 
100 

eo 

eo 

Molor vehlcl. 'helt 

Hou •• hQld burglory 
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Crlmo. 01 vlo'onco 

Hou.ehold larceny 
~~~~~~~~~-~_~ __ ~C 

1973-83 1974-83 1975-83 1976-83 1977-83 1978-83 1979-83 1980-83 1981-83 1982-83 

-5.0 -S.2 -5.8 -5.1 *-8.8 *-8.3 *-10.5 **-7.0 *-12.5 *-9.B 
-10.5 -13.3 -6.6 1.2 -4.5 -12.4 -21.3 -9.S -lo.s 4.9 
-15.0 *-20.2 -15.2 -11.3 -7.9 -2.7 -8.5 -12.7 *-22.7 *-19.1 
-2.0 -1.8 -3.2 -3.5 *-9.0 *-9.2 *-10.4 -5.3 *-9.6 *-7.6 

*-17.8 *-20.3 *-13.8 *-16.0 *-17.G *-14.6 *-7.6.5 -10.6 *-14.1 "-11.1 
.. 8.9 *11.6 3.5 4.5 -4.2 -6.1 -6.8 -2.3 **-7.0 -5.7 
*-16.8 *-20.3 *-21.0 *-21.1 *-22.0 *-21.6 *-17.5 *-8.7 *-10.9 *-8.1 
-12.1 -13.2 -12.6 -6.6 1.9 -13.5 -5.9 -10.9 **-16.9 -11.8 

*-16.9 *-20.5 *-21.3 *-21.5 *-22.7 *-21.9 *-17.8 *-8.S *-10.7 *-8.0 

*-22.3 *-23.5 *-22.3 *-19.9 *-19.6 *-17.2 0-15.3 *-15.5 *-19.0 *-8.9 
-0.4 *-13.9 ·"15.0 *-14.1 *-13.5 *-11.1 *-20.3 *-15.7 *-U.9 *-6.4 

*-26.2 *-25.1 .... 27.7 u-14.5 *-17.0 *-19.5 *-19.6 *-15.6 "-17.7 -12.8 

* The difference is statistically slgnlCi- u The difference Is statistically ~llgnifl-
cant at the 9596 confidence level. cant at the 9096 confidence level. 

the police, not significantly diffe~ent 
from the figure (35.7%) for 1982. 

An apparent decline between 1982 
and 1983 in the police reporting rate 
for violent crimes as a whole was not 
statistically significant (see tables 4 
and 5). There is some indication that 
the police reporting rate for{ape de
clined substantially in 1983. In 
general, however, no distinct Dattern 
or trend emerged from the projected 
police reporting rates. 

As in past years, motor vehicle 
theft, with roughly 7 in every 10 inci
dents reported to the police, had a 
relatively high rate of reporting. With 
approximately 3 in every 4 cases un
reported, personal larceny without 

7 The aggregate rates of police reporting are 
averages calculated for all of the oategorles Bhown 
In table 4, 

8 The difference between the 1982 and 1983 
(preliminary) police reporting rates tor repe Is 
statistically significant at the 1101'6 confldenoe level. 

contact and household larceny again 
had comparatively low police reporting 
rates. 

A note about the preliminary 
estimates 

This is the first release of 
preliminary NCS victimization levels 
and rates, as well as police reporting' 
data. The procedure used in calcullJ.ting 
these results is believed to have yielded 
a reliable indication of the direction 
and magnitUde of change in criminal 
victimization during 1983. For reasons 
discussed below, the final 1983 esti
mates-to be released in the fall-will 
differ somewhat from the figures in 
this report. For the vast majority of 
estimates, however7 those differences 
will not be statistically significant. 

Collection year vs. reference year. 
The NCS measures selected personal 
and household offenses, including 
crimes not reported to the police, 
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Table 4. Police reporting rates tor: personal 
and household crimes. 1973-82 and 1983 preliminary 

Percent of victimizations reported to the police 
Prelim i-

Sector and type af crime 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 nary 1983 

Personal sector 
Crimes of violence 45.5 46.9 47.2 48.8 46.1 44.2 45.1 47.1 46.6 48.2 46.2 

Rape 48.9 51.8 56.2 52.7 58.4 48.8 50.5 41.4 55.7 52.8 34.9 
Robbery 52.5 53.6 53.3 53.3 55.5 50.5 55.5 56.8 55.S 56.2 54.2 
Assault 43.5 44.7 45.2 47.5 43.5 42.7 42.4 44.9 43.7 45.9 44.8 

Aggravated assault 51.6 53.1 55.2 58.4 51.5 52.7 51.3 54.0 52.2 57.6 60.4 
Simple as3ault 38.0 38.7 39.0 40.6 38.8 37.0 37.4 39.8 39.0 39.6 36.9 

Crimes of theft 22.1 24.6 26.3 26.6 24.8 24.6 24.0 26.9 26.7 26.9 26.5 
Personal larceny with contact 32.8 33.S 34.5 36.2 37.2 33.7 35.6 35.7 40.4 32.7 34.7 
Personal larceny without contact 21.8 24.2 26.0 26.3 24.5 24.3 23.6 26.5 26.2 26.7 26.2 

Household sector 
Household burglary 46.6 47.7 48.6 48.1 48.8 47.1 47.6 51.3 51.1 49.3 49.6 
Household larceny 24.8 25.2 27.1 27.0 25.4 24.5 25.1 27.5 26.2 26.8 25.4 
Motor vehicle theft 68.3 67.3 71.1 1)9.5 68.4 66.1 68.2 69.3 66.6 72.4 71.8 

NOTE: Statistically significant differences between the rates for 
1983 and each preceding year are identified on table 5. 

Table 5. Comparisoo ot ehanges in poIiee ~ rates tor: personal 
and household crimes, 1973-83, based on 1983 preliminary data 

Percent change in I!olice re~rting rate 
Sector and type of crime 

Pa'SOOIIl sector 
Crim es of violence 

Rape 
Robbery 
Assault 

Aggravated assault 
Simple assault 

Crimes of theft 
Personal larceny with contact 
Personal larceny without contact 

Housebold sector 
Household burglary 
Household larceny 
Motor vehiC!le theft 

NOTE: Percent change calculated using 
rates that were rounded to the nearest 
hundredth. 

through interviews at 6-month Intervals 
with the occupants of housing units that 
make up a representative national 
sample. (During 1983, some 128,000 
persons-occupants of about 60,000 
housing units-participated in the 
survey). Field interviews are 
administered monthly to one-sixth of 
the sample, according to a rotation 
schedule. Information pertaining to the 
previous 6 months is gathered at each 
interview. 

The use of the 6-month reference 
period causes the collection yea,r to lag 
6 months behind the reference year. By 
the end of 1983, about 71% of the data 
for that year had been gathered. The 
balance of the data for 198~ will be 
collected between Janullry and June 
1984.9 Interviews conducted in June 
1984-referencing the period from 
December 1983 to May 1984-willpro
vide the final portion of 1983 data. 

9 The 71% data-collection rate for 1983 and the 
29% figure cited later In the text are estimates. 

1973-83 1974-83 1975-83 1976-83 1977-83 1978-83 1979-83 1980-83 1981-83 1982-83 

1.6 -1.3 -2.0 -5.2 0.3 4.6 2.7 -1.9 -0.7 -4.0 
-28.6 **-32.6 *-3?9 **-33.8 °-40.3 -28.5 -30.9 -15.7 *-37.3 **-33.9 

3.4 1.2 1.8 1.7 -2.3 7.3 -2.3 -4.6 -2.8 -3.5 
3.0 0.2 -1.0 -5.8 2.9 5.0 5.6 -0.2 2.4 -2.5 

*17.0 **13.6 9.3 3.4 *17.2 **14.4 ·17.7 11.7 *15.6 4.7 
-2.8 -4.5 -5.4 -9.0 -4.9 -0.1 -1.2 -7.1 -5.3 -6.6 

·19.8 7.9 0.9 -0.2 6.8 7.1; ·10.4 -1.3 -0.9 -1.4 
5.9 2.6 0.5 -4.2 -6.6 3.1 -2.4 -2.9 -14.1 6.2 

*20.5 8.1 0.8 -0.3 7.0 7.7 ·10.9 -l.2 0.0 -1.7 

6.4 4.0 2.1 3.0 1.6 5.3 4.3 -3.3 -2.9 0.6 
2.4 0.6 -6.3 -6.2' -0.3 3.6 0.9 **-7.8 -3.3 -5.3 
5.1 6.7 1.0 3.4 5.0 8.8 ·5.3 3.6 7.8 -0.8 

• The difference is statistically signiCi- ** The difference is statistically signifi-
cant at the 95% confidence level. cant at the 90% confidence level. 

Given the chronological disparity 
between a collection year (the period 
during which the interviews are t>1:m
ducted) and a reference year (the 
period during which the crimes are 
reported to have occurred), roughly 
29% of the data for the 1983 reference 
year had not been gathered by the end 
of the year. The missing information 
pertains to the latter half of 1983 and 
is concentrated toward the later 
months of that period (i.e., more is 
missing for December than November, 
more for November than October, etc.). 

Earlyestimation. The 1983 estimates 
in this report were derived from a 
detailed comparison of nationwide data 
gathered during 1982 and 1983 (i.e., 
during the 2 most recent, complete 
data-collection years). The method of 
estimation had two steps: (1) Percent 
changes were calculated, on a crime
by-crime basis, between the 1982 and 
1983 collection-year data. And, (2) 
those percentages were applied to the 
final, or reference-year, data for 
1982. In other words, the 1982 final 

4 

results were sta'tistically adjusted, 
chiefly on the strength of the 71 % of 
data already collected for the 1983 
reference year. 

As part of a continuing program of 
methodological refinement in the 
measurement of crime, other early 
estimation techniques have been under 
study. Knowledge gained during the 
cou(,se of this research was applied in 

Bureau of Justice statistics 
Bulletins are prepared by the 
staff of the Bureau. Carol B. 
Kalish, chief of data analysis, 
edits the bulletins. Marilyn 
Marbrook, head of the BJS pub
lications unit, administers their 
p\\blication, assisted by Millie J. 
Baldea and Joyce M. Stanford. 
The author of this bulletin is 
Adolfo L. Paez of BJS. 
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analyzing the data in this release. The 
analytical testing procedure (summa
r-ized in footnote 3) incorporated an 
estimate of the "prediction error:' that 
was anticipated to occur from the use 
of collection-year data for generating 
the preliminary 1983 results. 

Prediction intervals. As mentioned, the 
final 1983 NCS results will differ from 
the preliminary figures in this release. 
As a byproduct of the research into 
early estimation techniques, it was 
possible to develop "prediction inter
vals," using the preliminary estimate.;;, 
that will be associated with the final 
estimates for 1983. Such intervals are 
shown for selected victimization rates 
in table 6. 

To interpret those intervals, refer 
to table 1, which shows that the prelim
inary 1983 rate for crimes of violence 
is 30.9 per 1,000. By associating this 
figure with the corresponding predic
tion interval in table 6, one can be 

Table 6. Prediction intervals for 1983 rmal victimization rates, 
based on 1983 preliminary victimization rates 

Type of crime and sector 

Personal sector 
Crimes of violence 

Rape 
Robbery 
Assault 

Aggravated assault 
Simple assault 

Crimes of theft 
Personal larceny with contact 
Personal larceny without contact 

Housebold sector 
Household burglary 
Household larceny 
Motor vehicle theft 

·There is statistical confidence, at the 95% 
(or 90%) level, that the final point estimate 
for any given victimization rate will fall 
within the prediction interval, most likely 

confident, at a 95% level, that the final 
1983 estimate will be within the inter
val of about 28.8 to 33.1; likewise, the 
90% prediction interval is defined as 
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Pl-ediction interval· 
95% confidence 90% confidence 

28.78 to 33.05 29.19 to 32.64 
0.65 to 1.05 0.69 to 1.01 
4.64 to 6.83 4.85 to 6.62 

23.16 to 25.61 23.40 to 25.37 
7.43 to 9.12 7.59 to 8.96 

15.31 to 16.91 15.47 to 16.75 
70.49 to 81.15 71.52 to 80.12 

2.39 to 3.02 2.45 to 2.95 
67.94 to 78.32 68.94 to 77.32 

66.99 to 75.44 67.81 to 74.62 
101.28 to 111.92 102.31 to 110.89 

12.13 to 16.06 12.51 to 15.68 

near the center. Conversely, there is a 5% 
(or 10%) chance that the final estimate will 
fall outside of the prediction interval. 

about 29.2 to 32.6. Conversely, there is 
a 5% (or 10%) likelihood that the final 
estimate will be outside of the respec
tive interval. 
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All BJS reports-30 to 40 reports a year, 
including 12 bulletins and many special reports 

BJS Bulletins-timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

Courts reports-State court caseload surveys, model 
annual State reports, State court organization surveys 

Corrections report.&'-results of sample surveys and 
censuses of jails, prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

National Crime Survey reports-the Nation's only 
regular national sur-vey of crime victims 

Sourcebook of Criminal Jw;tiee Statistics (annual)
broad-based data from 153 sources in an easy-to-use, 
comprehensive format (433 tables, 103 figures, index) 

You will be asked each year if you wish to remain on the 
mailing list. If you do not reply, your name will be removed. 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics reports 
(revised June 1984) 

Single copies are available free from the National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, Md. 20850 (use NCJ number to order). 
Postage and handling are charged for multiple 
copies: up to 10 tliles free; 11-40, $10; more than 
40, $20; libraries call for special rates 
(301/251-5500). 

Public-use tapes of BJS dala sets and other 
criminal justice data are available from the Criminal 
Justice Archive and Information Network, P.O. 
Box 1248, Ann Arbor, Mich. 481 06, (313/764-5199). 
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