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The Office for Victims of Crime 

The 1984 Victims of Crime Act estab­
lished a Crime Victims Fund with 
monies obtained from Federal offend­
ers In the form of fines, financial penai­
tles, forfeited bail bonds, and literary 
profits. Through the Office for Victims 
of Crime (OVC) of the Office of Justice 
Programs, monies from this fund aug­
ment State victim compensation and 
assistance programs. In 1990, OVC 
provided a record amount of $125 
million to support vlctlms programs, 
including more than 1,600 specialized 
vlctlm assistance programs for sexual 
assau~ and domestic violence victims. 

Since the beginning of the grant pro­
gram In 1986, OVC has been commit­
ted to assisting sexual assault victims 
throughout the States and in Indian 
Country by supporting such services as 
rape crisis hotllnes and Improved train­
ing for criminal Justice officials and vic­
tim assistance professionals and 
through other specialized services for 
sexuai assault victims. In addition, re­
Imbursement by State compensation 
programs for medical and counseling 
expenses increased from approxi­
mately $11 million in fiscal 1986 to 
more than $29 million in fiscai 1989. 

Most States have enacted victims rights 
legislation to protect victims and to im­
prove their treatment within the criminai 
Justice system. In 1990 the Congress 
passed and President Bush signed ieg­
islation creating a Federal Victims' Bill 
of Rights. 

Foreword 

Violent crimes, particularly rape and vio­
lence against Intimates, are vitally Impor­
tant to understand and to prevent. The 
debilitating effects of these crimes, most 
of which are against women, are dramatic 
and long-lasting for the victim and for 
society. Yet the very nature of these 
crimes and the consequences of them 
mean that victims are often unwilling or 
even unable to report them to the police 
or to a National Crime Survey (NCS) 
Interviewer. 

Despite the difficu~ies, in more than a half 
mililon interviews of women, thousands 
who were raped and thousands who were 
victims of violence by family membElrs or 
boyfriends have described their experi­
ences to the NCS. Relying on data from 
those Interviews, this report makes cur­
rent In a readily usable form the informa­
tion first presented in two 8JS Special 
Reports. 

The NCS has redesigned questions to 
gain a deeper understanding of violent 
crimes, especially those In which the 
victim and offender are members of the 
same household. As interviewers begin 
asking the redesigned questions, we may 
obtain fuller information about rape and 
other violence by Intimates. As the public 
more openly discusses these crimes 
because of information such as that in this 
report, victims will be better able to make 
known the full extent of the problem. 

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D. 
Director 
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Women are generally less likely than men 
to be crime victims. The rate at which 
women fell victIm to a violent crime from 
1979 to 1987 was Just less than three­
fifths the violent victimization rate of men. 
Yet, the difference between men's and 
women's rates of victimization from violent 
crime has slowly decreased from 1973 
through 1987. In most violent crime cate· 
gorles, rates for men declined throughout 
the period while the rates for women el· 
ther remained constant or declined less 
than those for men. 

In two classHlcatlons of crime, violence 
between Intimates and rape, female vic­
tims predomlnate.1 The National Crime 
Survey (NCS) permits a detailed exami­
nation of these two kinds of crime as well 
as other violent offenses that affect 
women. Data from the NCS can be used 
to explore the relationship between the 
victims and their attackers and to portray 
some of the characteristics of the crimes 
and the outcomes of those crimes. 

An earlier report presented survey find­
Ings on assaults within the family, consid­
ering only offenders who ware related to 
the victim (Family Violence, BJS Special 
Report, April 1984). This presentation 
uses the more Inclusive category of of­
fender as Intimate - family member, ex­
spouse, boyfriend, ex-boyfriend - to 
update the previous report. An offender 
was classified as a boyfriend or ex­
boyfriend If he had dated, had taken 
out, or had gone with the victim. 

This report also examines rape In detail. 
The NCS data from 15 years have been 
aggregated to obtain a large number of 
sample cases for a comprElhanslve statis­
tical prOfile. These findings update Infor­
mation presented In The Crime of Rape 
(BJS Bulletin, March 1985). (See the box 
on page 10 discussing the questions 
asked NCS respondents.) 

Violence by Intimates 

In the NCS violence against Intimates In­
cludes any violent crime measured by the 
survey - rape, robbery, and assault, both 
aggravated and simple. 

1The NCS collects data on criminal victimizations ex­
psrlenced by persons age 12 or older. Except where 
age Is expli~ltly dlscu ssad, references to women In 
thlll report Include female adolescents'but not chil­
dren under age 12. 

• Because the NCS cannot account for 
murder or manslaughter, crimes that com· 
prise about 1 % of all violent crimes, the 
best source for Information on homicide 
Is the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), col· 
lected by the FBI from local author~les. 
Among all female victims of murders that 
police reported to the UCR In 1989, 28% 
were believed to have been slain by hus­
bands or boyfrlends.-

• Women were victims of violent Intimates 
at a rate 3 times that of men (6.3 per 
1,000 women compared to 1.8 per 1,000 
men) (table 1). Among victims of violence 

2Federal Bureau of Investigation. Crime In the United 
SIBtes, Uniform Crime Reports for the United States 
1989, August 1990, p. 12. 

How to Inl8rpret NCS data on rape 
and on vIolence by InUmaws 

The estimates [of family vlolence) ... should not be 
used as estimates of the level of family violence In 
the United States. Rather, they are Ilstimates of 
the amount of family violence that people consid­
ered to be criminal and that victims chose to and 
were able to relate to survey Interviewers. 

Family Violence 
(NCJ-93449, April 1 984) 

The sllclal stigma traditionally attached to rape 
makes the experience difficult for many victims to 
discuss. Only about half of tho victims of rape or 
attempted rape surveyed during the decade stated 
that the crime had been reported to the police .... 
Just as some women are reluctant to report rape 
to the police, others are reluctant to report the 
event to a survey Interviewer .... The exact amount 
of the understatement Is Impossible to ascertain. 
In the National Crime Survey, each victim defines 
rape for horself. If she reports that ~he has been 
the victim of rape or attempted rape, she Is not 
asked to explain what happened any further. On 
the other hand, no one In the survey Is ever asked 
directly If she has been raped. This response 
must come voluntarily In reply to a series of ques­
tions on bodily harm, 

me Crime of Rape 
(NCJ-96777, March 1985) 

NCS procedures for measuring rape are changing 
as a result of a 10-year redesl9n study. The sur· 
vey will ask direct questions about sexual assault, 
Including rapes Involving family members or other 
Intimates. These questions are currently beln9 
asked In 10% of the NCS sample; they will be 
phased Into the full sample by 1993. 

New Directions 
for the National Crime Survey 
(NCJ-115571, March 1989) 

by a stranger, the rate for women (11.4 
per 1,000) was 61 % lewer than that for 
men (29.4 per 1,000). Women were 6 
times more likely than men to be victim­
Ized by a spouse, ex-spouse, boyfriend, 
or girlfriend. 

• During the 9-year period, Intimates com­
mitted 5.6 m"lIon violent victimizations 
against women, an annual average of al· 
most 626,000 (table 2). 

Table 1. Rate of vIolent crime 
vlcUmlzaUon of women and men, 
by vlcUm-offender relaUonshlp, 1979-87 

Rate of violent crime 
Victim-offender victimization ~r 1,000 
relationship Women Men 

Intimate 6.3 1.8 

Other person 
whom victim knew 7.0 12.1 

etranger 11.4 29.4 

Note: NCS collects data on criminal victimizations 
experienced by persons age 12 or older. Refer­
ences to women and men Include adolescents but 
not children unc!er age 12. 

Table 2. VIolence sustaIned by female 
vIctIms, by vlcUm-offender relaUonshlp, 
1979-87 

Victim-offender 
relationship 

Intimate 

Spouse 
Ex-spouse" 
Parent 
Child 
Brotherlslster 
Other relative 
Boyfriend 
Unspecified 

Other person 

Estimated number of violent 
victimizations thet female 
victims sustained 
Total, Average an-
1979-87 nual number 

5,632,400 

512,000 
1,945,300 

187,700 
149,900 
307,500 
539,600 

1,789,200 
201,200 

625,800 

56,900 
216,100 
20,900 
16,700 
34,200 
60,000 

198,800 
22,400 

whom victim knew 6,271,400 696,800 

Stranger 10,193,300 1,132,600 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of 
rounding. There were 852,000 estimated violent 
victimizations of women for which the victim­
offender relationship was unknown. 
"Includes separated or divorced spouses. 
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• Among violent crime victims, 25% of 
the women and 4% of the men were vic­
timized by persons whom they knew 
Intimately (table 3). 

• Three out of four offenders committing 
domestlo violence against women were 
spouses (9%), ex-spouses (35%), and 
boyfriends or ex-boyfriends (32%). When 
only spousal abuse Is considered, di­
vorced or separated men committed 79% 
of suoh violence, and husbands, 21%. 

• Of the Intimates' violent crimes that 
female victims reported, 85% were as­
saults, 11% were robberies, and 3% were 
rapes (table 4). Approximately a quarter 
of the assaults were aggravated, meaning 
that the offender had used a weapon or 
had seriously Injured the victim. The re­
malnlng assaults were simple, Indicating 
either a minor Injury - bruises, black 
eyes, cuts, scratches, swelling, or unde­
termined Injuries requiring less than 2 
days of hospitalization - or a verbal 
Uveat of harm. 

Tabla 3. Vlctlm-otf8nder relaUonahlp 
In crime. of violence reported 
to thil NCS, by sax, 1 "7"-87 

Vlctim­
offender 
relationship 

Percent of 
violent crimes 

Female Mtii8' 
victims victims 

• Those women vlctlml~ed by Intimates 
were mora likely to experience assaults 
and less likely to be robbed than female 
victims of nonlntlmates. 

• About 1 In 5 women victimized by their 
spouse or ex-spouse reported that they 
had been the victim of a series of similar 

Tabl. 4. Type of vlol.nt orlm. r.ported to the NCS by fcimale vlotlms, 
by vlotlm-offend.r relatlonlhlp, 1"7"-87 

Violence b~ Intimates Violence 
b~ nonlntlmatlls Spouse! 

Type of crime Total All ex-spouse 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

Rape 6 3 2 
Robbery 17 11 11 
Assault n 85 87 

Aggravated 22 21 21 
Simple 66 64 67 

Note: Detail may not add to t()tal because of rounding. 

Trend. In vlol.nt crime victimization 
for vIctims age 12 or older, 1973-87 

Other Boy-
family friend All Stranger 

100% 100% 100% 100% 

4 5 7 7 
11 13 19 25 
85 82 74 67 
24 20 21 21 
62 62 53 46 

Aggravated assault. Victimization rates for aggra­
vated assaults against women declined 21% from 

• 

Total vlol1ll11 crime. Women experlenc9d 
violent crime at the same rate in 1973 and 1987. 
The 1987 rate of violent crime victimization for 
men was 20% lower than the 1973 rate. 

1973 to 1987. The aggravated assault victimization . • 
rate for men was 27% lower In 1987 than In 191J. 

60 20 

16 
40 

10 

All NCS violent crimes 100.0% 100.0% 20 

Intimate 

SpoUG8' 
Ex-spouse 
Parent 
ChUd 
Brc,therlslster 
Other relative 
BoyfrlencVglrlfrlend 
Un.paclfled 

Other p;raon whom 
victim knew 

Stranger 

Unknown relationship 

24.5% 

2.2 
8.5 
.8 
.7 

1.3 
2.4 
7.8 

.9 

27.3% 

44.4% 

3.7% 

3.9% 

.2 

.6 

.3 

.1 

.5 
1.1 
.4 
.7 

26.8% 

65.3% 

4.0% 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of 
rounding. For vlctimllatlons with multiple offend­
ers (4% of all victimizations by Intimates), the vic­
timization Is classified as being committed by the 
closest relative Involved - first spouse or ex­
spouse and then parent, child, brother or alater, 
other relatives. and boyfriend or girlfriend. Any 
group of offenders that had at least one related 
person was Included. 
'Includes sepamted or divorced spouses. 

2 Female VIctIms of Violent Crime 

o 
1973 19n 1982 1987 

Robbery. Women were robbed at about 
the lame annual rate throughout the period. 
The robbery rate for men went down a third 
from 197(3101987. 
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Simple ... aull. By 1987 women were experlenclng 
simple assaults at a rate 14% higher than In 1978. 
The simple assault rate for men was about the 
same at the beginning and end of the period. 
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crimes (table 5). They had sustained at 
least three assaults within 6 months of the 
Interview, and 11he assaults were so simi­
lar that they could not remember them 
distinctly. 

• Serles crimes also accounted for about 
16% of the assaults against woman vic­
timized by a violent boyfriend, ex­
boyfriend, or family member other than a 
husband or ex-husband. About 9% of the 
women who knew the offender but not In­
timately and about 4% who ware victim­
Ized by strangers had sustained series 
crimes. 

Reporting violence by Intimates 
to the police 

• When women were victimized by Inti­
mates, 56% of the victimizations were re­
ported to the police; when the offenders 
were not Intimates, 52% were reported 
(table 6). When women were victimized 
by strangers, 57% of the Incidents were 
reported to law enforcement authorities. 
The finding that women were as likely to 
report violence by Intimates as violence 
by strangers helps to establish the seri­
ous nature of the assaults by Intimates 
being reported to the NCS. 

• When offenders were friends or ac­
quaintances but not Intimates, 45% of the 
Incidents were reported to the police. Vic­
tims of friends and acquaintances were 
significantly younger than victims of Inti­
mates and strangers, and this factor of 
age may have Influenced whether the 
victim reported to the police. 

• Almost half of the victims of Intimate vio­
lence said that the Incident was reported 
to the pOlice to stop It from happening; 
less than a third of the victims of violence 
by strangers or friends and acquaintances 
gave that reason (table 7). About half of 
each group of victims said that the crime 
was reported to prevent a similar crime. 
While a fourth of the victims of Intimate 
violence said that they reported to the 
police to punish the offender, a third of the 
victims of strangers or friends and ac­
quaintances gave that answer. 

• Almost half of the victims who reported 
Intimate violence to the NCS but not to the 
police said that the violence was a private 
or personal matter or that they took care 
of It themselves (table 8). A higher pro-

Table 5. SerIea and nonll8l'lu crimes, by vlctlm-offender relationship 
for female vlctlma, 197N7 

Violence by nonlntimatea 
Violence !?:i Intimates Other per­

son whom Spoueel Other 
Type of crime Total All ex-spouee !emily 

Total 100% 1000/0 1000/0 1000/0 

Series crimea 9 18 21 16 
Nonserles crimea 91 82 79 86 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 

Boy-
friend 

100% 

16 
86 

All victim knew Stranger 

100"k 

6 
94 

1000/0 

9 
91 

100% 

4 
96 

Table 6. Whether violent crimes were reported to the police, 
by vlctlm-offender relationship for female victims, 19N-87 

Violence !?:i Intimates 
Reporting Spousol Olher 
to the police Total All ex-spouso !emily 

Total 100% 1000/0 1000/0 1000/0 

Not reported 46 44 44 41 
Reported 63 66 66 66 
Unknown 1 1 1 1 

Note: Detail may not add to lotal becauee of rounding. 

Table 7. Reasons why female victims 
reported violent crimea to the police, 
by vlctlm-offender relationship, 1979-87 

Reasons for Offenders 
reegrtinll to the egllce intimate Nonlntimale 

To keep Incident 
from happening egaln 51% 49% 

To stop Incident 
from happening 47 32 

To punish the offender 24 33 
To fulfiU a victim's duty 7 19 
To gat help after incident 10 6 
To recover property 4 12 
Because It was a crime 5 6 
Because there was 
evidence or proof 5 5 

To collect Insurance 2 
Other reasons 18 17 

Number, 1979-87 2,193,900 6,067,800 

Note: Percentages add to more than 100% 
because some respondents gave more than 
one reason. 
-Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 

portion of victims of Intimate violence than 
victims of nonlntlmate violence gave as a 
reason for not reporting to the pOlice that 
the violent crime was a parsonal matter. 

Vlolenco by nonlntlmates 

Boy-
Other per­
son whom 

friend All victim knew Stranger 

1000/0 100% 100% 100% 

46 46 64 42 
64 52 45 67 
0 1 1 1 

Table 8. Reasons why female victims 
did not report violent crimes 
to the police, by vlctlm-offender 
relationship, 1979-87 

Reasons for not Offenderll 
reegrtinll to the I!!llcra Intimate Nonlntimete 

Private or personal 
matter or took 
care of herself 48% 22% 

Afraid of reprisal by 
offender or his !emily 
or friends 19 7 

Reported to 
someone else 6 19 

Old not think II 
importantonough 6 17 

Police wouldn't think 
It Important enough 9 8 

Police would be In-
efficlen~ Ineffective, 
or Ineellsltive 7 8 

Lack of proof or no way 
to find offender 9 

Object was recovered or 
offender was unsuccessful 2 8 

Old not want to take the 
time or too inconvenient 3 

Property would be 
difficult iD recover 1 

Other reasons 18 16 

Note: Percentagss add to more than 100% 
because some respondents gave more than 
one reason. "Old not realize It was a crime until 
later" recr;lved less than 0.6% and I, omitted. 
-Too few cases to obtain a statistically rallll,ble 
estimate. 
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Comparing female and male 
victims of violence 

Race and ethnlclty 

• Women, regardless of race or ethnlclty, 
experienced lower rates of violent crime 
than men. 

Average annual rate 01 vio­
lent victimization per 1,000 
Womon Men 

Total 25.8 45.1 
White 24.6 44.0 
BlBck 35.3 54.3 
Oll1or 21.3 43.1 

• Black women experienced violent 
crime at a rate higher than that of women 
of other races and at a rate lower than 
that of men of any race. 
• Hispanic women were mora Ilkely to be 
violent crime victims than non-Hispanic 
women. 

Hispanic 
Non-Hispanic 

Age 

Average annual rate­
Women Men 

30.3 
25.5 

49.9 
44.7 

• Women In all age categories expe­
rienced violent crime at a lower rate than 
men. Women younger than 35 experi­
enced higher rates of crime than men or 
women older than 34. Men between the 
ages of 12 and 34 had the highest rates 
of vlctlmlzatlon by violent crime. 

12-15 
16-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-49 
5O.Q4 
65 or older 

Marital statuI 

Average annual rate­
Womon Men 

42.6 
50.9 
52.4 
34.7 
18.7 
8.8 
4.8 

73.7 
94.5 
92.9 
53.9 
27.8 
13.4 
7.3 

• Separated or divorced women were 
6 times more likely to be victims of violent 
crime than widows, 41/2 times more 
Ilkely than married women, and 3 times 
more likely than widowers and married 
men. Only males who had never married 
had higher rates of violent crime than 
saparotad or divorced woman. 

BAIl rates renect the annual average number of 
violent crime victimizations per 1,000 persons of 
each sex age 12 or older, 1979 to 1987. 

4 Female Victims of Violent Crime 

Average annual rate 01 vio­
lent vlctimizatlon per 1,000 
Women Men 

Married 12.S 24.3 
Widowed 0.7 14.4 
Separated or divorced 66.5 SS.l 
Never married 43.9 79.3 

Family Income 

• Persons with high family Incomes sus­
tained the least amount of violent crIme; 
persons earning the least money had the 
highest vIolent crime rates. At each level 
of family Income, women had a lower vio­
lent crime rate than men. Women In the 
bottom Income category - with the high­
est rate of violent crime for women­
had about the same rate as men In the 
top income category - the lowest rate 
of violent crime for men. 

Lov/> 
Middle 
High 
Unknown 

Employment 

AveroQII annual fate­
Women Mon 

37.8 
23.3 
18.1 
20.0 

61.3 
43.9 
37.3 
36.2 

• Among persons In all employment cate­
gories, the unemployed, members of the 
Armed Forces, and students were the 
m~st likely to be victims of vlo/ent crime. 
Women generally had lower rates than 
men In each employment category. The 
exceptions with the sexes' having no reli­
able difference In theIr violent crime rates 
were retirees, members of the Armed 
Forces, and persons keeping house. 
(These data reflect responses from per­
sons age 16 or older, 1979-85,) 

Average annual rate 
Women Men 

Unemployed 73.1 94.5 
School 37.5 69.0 
Armed Forces 44.6 55.8 
Civilian employment 29.0 46.5 
Unable to work 16.5 28,2 
Keeping hou89 14.7 26.4 
Retlred 6.1 8.3 
Other sltuatlons 47.9 91.8 

Location of residence 

• Regardless of area - urban or rura/­
women experienced violent crimes at a 

IIrhe survey respondents with known Income In 
each year ware distributed almost evenly to create 
the low. middle. and high family Income categories. 

rate about 55% below that of men. For 
both sexes rates "f crimes of violence 
were highest for central city residents 
and lowest for persons In nonmetropoll­
tan areas. (See Methodology for defini­
tions of locations of residence.) 

Average annual ratll 01 vio­
lent vlctimlzatf(jn R9r 1,000 
Womlln Men 

Central city 35.8 81.3 
Suburbs 23.3 43.0 
Nonmetropolitan area 19,3 33.2 

Housing 

• Renters experienced relatively more 
violent crime than homeowners. Women 
who rented had lower violent crime rates 
than men who rented but higher violent 
crime rates than men who owned their 
homas. 

OWned home 
Rented 

Average annual rata­
Women Mlln 

15.9 
47.4 

31.6 
77.2 

• For each type of housing unit, women 
SUstained relatively less violent crime 
than men. Persons living In dormItories, 
boarding houses, halfway houses, mis­
sIons, and flophouses and nonlnstltutlon­
allzed persons living In Institutions had 
the highest violent crime rates. Next 
highest were for those living In dwellings 
with four or more units. Those livIng In 
single dwellings had the lowest rates. 

Average annual rate-
Women Men 

One housing unit 19.2 35.9 
Two-three units 38.0 65.6 
Four or more units 46.8 78.S 
Mobile homo 29.8 43.6 
Other housing 73.0 141.4 

Household size 

• Among women, those who lived In 
households of three or more persons 
were most likely to be victims of violent 
crime, but their rate was lower than that 
of men In overy household-size category. 
Two-person households had the lowest 
violent crime rates for both men and 

Average amiual rate-
Women Men 

One In household 24.2 54.4 
Two 21.8 35.4 
Three or more 28.2 46.9 
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• The next most frequently mentlor;ed 
rea..AOn for not reporting violence by 
Intimates to the pl)lIce was fear of reprisal 
from the offender or his family. Woman 
victimized by Intimates admitted fear of 
reprisal almost 31:lmes more often than 
did victims of nonlntlmate violence. 

CharacteristIcs of women 
vIctImIZed by IntImates 

• In a comparison of white and black 
women, white women were more likely 
to be assaulted by spouses and ex­
spouses (2.9 per 1,000 women), while 
black women were more likely to be vic­
tims of boyfriends or ex-boyfrlGnds (4.1 
per 1,000 women) (table 9). The rate 
of victimization by other family members 
was almost the same for all races. 

• Hispanic and non-Hispanic women had 
about the same rate of violence between 
Intimates. 

• The victims of vIolence by a spouse or 
ex-spouse were most likely to be age 20 
to 34, while the victims of boyfriends were 
most likely to be age 16 to 24. Those 
under 25 were more likely than those age 
25 or older to have been vIctIms of other 
family members. 

• Separated or divorced women were 
14 tImes more likely than married women 
to report having been a victim of violence 
by a spouse or ex-spouse. Although 
separated or divorced women comprised 
10% of all women, they reported 75% 
of the spousal Violence. 

• Women living In families with low 
Incomes were 3 times more likely to be 
victims of domestic assault than those 
In families with high Incomes. 

I' Unemployed women were more likely to 
be victimized by their Intimates than were 
women who were employed, keeping 
house, attending school, retired, or unable 
towor!<. 

• Women living In central cities were more 
Ukely to be victims of violence between In­
timates than were suburbanites and were 
somewhat more likely than women living 
In nonmetropolitan areas. Location of res-

Idence accounted for very small differ­
ences In rates of violence betwaen Inti­
mates but very large dlNaraness In ratee 
of violence agalnst women by strangers. 

Location 

Rate of Violent crlmo 
victimization per 1,000 
women aAe 12 or old-ar 
Intimate Stranpor 

Central city 7.0 111.3 
Suburbs 6.6 10.4 
NonmotropoUtan atoa 6.0 6.2 

Women In central cities were 3 times 
more likely to 9xperlence violence by a 
stranger than were women living outside 
a metropolitan area. 

Lo:ation 

Rate of violent crime vloUml· 
zaUon by Intimates per 1,000 
women aile 12 or older 
Spouse! Oth@r Soy-
ex-spous9 faml!y Mond 

Central city 2.8 1.3 2.9 
Suburbs 2.6 1.2 1.8 
Nonmetropolltan area 3.0 1.6 1.5 

TIlbIe e. Average annue/ rate of vlolont vlctlmlzatlon of women, by type of Intlmate 
vlctlm-offender relatlonshlp and &elected characterlstlcs of victims, 1078-87 

Rate of violent crime vlctimlzallon by Intimates 
!l:!!r 11°00 women ago 12 or older 

Characteristic Total for sPOUBQ or Othor Boy· 
of fem&le victim Intimates ox-sE!!!UBQ famll~ Mend 

Total 6.1 2.8 1.3 2.0 

Raco 
White 5.9 2.9 1.3 1.8 
Black 7.8 2.2 1.6 4.1 
Othor 4.7 1.8 1.9 1.0 

Ethnlcity 
Hispanic 6.5 3.1 1.7 1.7 
Non-Hispanic 6.3 2.7 1.3 2.0 

Ago 
12·16 2.8 0 2.0 .8 
16·19 10.6 1.8 3.0 5.7 
20·24 15.6 6.8 2.4 6.6 
26-34 10.3 6.9 1.5 2.9 
36-49 4.9 2.7 1.1 1.0 
60 or older .9 .4 .5 .1 

Marital status 
Married 2.1 1.2 .8 .2 
Widowed 1.4 .1 .9 .4 
Separated or divorced 30.9 21.2 2.9 6.8 
Nover married 6.S .1 2.1 4.6 

Family Incom,,· 
Low 10.9 4.7 2.4 3.9 
Mlddlo 6.1 2.6 1.1 1.6 
High 2.7 1.3 .6 .9 
Unknown 4.2 1.8 1.1 1.3 

EmplOyll'\ent 8tatusb 

Employed 6.6 3.4 1.0 2.2 
Unomployod 22.2 8.4 5.5 8.3 
Keeping hOUBQ 4.1 2.0 1.1 1.1 
School 6.6 1.7 1.9 2.0 
Unablo to work 3.2 .9 1.8 .6 
Retired .7 .1 .5 .1 
Armed Forces 12.7 2.8 3.2 6.7 
Other 6.4 2.8 1.7 1.9 

Note: CaBQs In wh!ch the relationship Is not ascer· ~e low, middle, and high family Income categories. 
talned aro omitted from this table. Data on employment status Include parsons age 16 
-rhe survey respondents with known family Incomo or older, 1979 through the fourth coll!lction quarter 
In each yoar wore distributed almost evenly to croate of 1986. 
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Characteristics of violence 
by Intimates 

• In 21 % of the violent victimizations 
by an Intimate, the offender used or 
showed a weapon, compared to 33% 
of victimizations by strangers (table 10). 
The weapons of Intimates were about 
equally as likely to be guns, knives, and 
other objects used as weapons. 

• Spouses, ex-spouses, and boyfriends 
physically attacked their victim In over 
70% of th3 assaults; In the remainder they 
attempted to attack or threatened violence 
either verbally or by showing a weapon 
(table 11). About 60% of tha assaults 
by other family members were attacks. 

• OVer half of the victims of Intimate 
offenders were injured - contrasted 
with just under a quarter of the victims 
of strangers. Almost 6 In 10 victims of 
violent spouses, ex-spouses a'ld boy­
friends suffered Injuries, while victims of 
violence by other family members or by 
nonlntlmate offenders were less likely to 
be Injured (42% and 27%, respectively). 

• More than 85% of the Injured victims 
of violence by Intimates reported that the 
Injuries were cuts, bruises, black eyes, 
and other such InJuries. 

Table 10. Weapons present In violent 
victimizations of women, by vlctlm­
offender relationshIp, 1979..a7 

Presence Percent of violent 
and type victimizations of women 
of weapon Total Intimate Stranger 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

No weapon 64 76 54 
Did not know 
if weapon 
were present 8 3 12 

Weapon 28 21 33 

Gun 10 7 13 
Knife 7 6 9 
Other 9 7 10 
Type not 
ascertained 2 2 2 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under aga 12. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding. Categories of 
weapon use are arrayed In perceived order of se­
riousness. For crimes in which offenders pos­
sessed more than one type of weapon. the crime 
Is classlfled by the most serious weapon present. 

6 Female Victims of Violent Crime 

• In almost a quarter of the cases of vio­
lence by an Intimate, the victim re~lved 
medical care. One In ten were treated In 
a hospital or emergency room; about 1 In 
20, In a doctor's office; and about 1 In 10, 
at other places. Victims of violence by 
nonlntlmate offenders were less likely 
than victims of Intimates to receive medi­
cal treatment (13% versus 23%). 

# 

• Four out of five victims of Intimate 
offenders resisted the assault (table 12). 
They passively resisted -.trylng to get 
help, threatening or argUing, or using eva" 
slve action _. twice as often as they ac" 
tlvely resisted - using a weapon or 
fighting back. 

• Victims of violence by Intimates were 
more likely to resist the offenders than 
were victims of other violent offenders 
(81 % versus 73%). 

Table 11. The nature of the violence, the kind of Injury, and the sIte of the medical CIU'8 
received by femaia Victims of vIolent crime, by vlctlm-offender relaUonshlp, 1979-87 

Violence b:llnUmates Vlolance 
Spouse or 

All ex-spouse 

Threat 30% 29% 
Attack 70 71 

(njurt 54 56 
Minor 46 49 
Serious 7 6 

Medical care recelvedb 23 23 
Doctor's office 4 4 
HospitaV 

emergency room 10 10 
Other places 9 9 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of round­
Ing. 
·Serlous Injuries Include gunshot or knife wounds, 
broken bones, loss of teeth, Internellnjurles. loss of 
consciousness, and undetermined Injuries requiring 
2 or more days of hospitalization. Minor Injuries 
Includa bruises, blac\( eyes, cuts, scratches, 
swelling, and undetermined Injuries requiring less 

Other Boy- b:l nonlntlmatBs 
family friend All Stranger 

40% 25% 52% 54% 
60 75 48 46 

42 58 27 24 
36 49 23 21 

5 9 3 :3 

19 27 13 12 
4 4 2 2 

9 11 6 7 
7 11 5 4 

man 2 days of hospitalization. 
Medical care Is any care or treatment given for 

physical Injuries by a trained medical provider, by 
a nonmedical person, or by the victim. If a victim 
receives more than one type of medical care, she Is 
classified as having received the most serious type. 

Table 12. Self-protectlV8 measures that female victims took 
during vlclent vlctlmlzaUons, by vlctim-offender relationship, 1979-87 

Violence bl! Intimates Violence 
Self-protective Spousel Other Boy- b:l nanlntimateB 
measure All ex-spouse family friend Ali' Stranger 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Some reslstanca 81 81 76 84 73 71 
Active 22 19 22 27 17 15 
Passive 57 60 53 55 53 53 
Other 2 2 2 2 3 3 

No resistance 19 18 23 16 26 29 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of 'Includes violence by friends without an Intimate 
rounding and omission of "don't know' and "not relationship and by caslJal acquaIntances. 
ascertained" categories. 
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Rape • About 31n 10 attempted rapes took 

Rape for the NCS Is carnal knowledge 
through the use of force or the threat of 
force, Including attempts. This definition 
excludes statutory rape. When a robber 
attempts to rape or rapes a victim, the of­
fense Is classHled asa rape. When an 
offender assaults a woman and rapes or 
attempts to rape her, the offense Is classi­
fied as a rape, even If the victim Is Injured 
or the offender carried a weapon. 

• From 1973 to 1987 there were annually 
1.6 rapes pei 1,000 women age 12 or 
older, meaning that 1 out of every 600 
women was a rape victim each year. 

place at home; 21n 10 attempted rapes 
occurred on the street, and about 1ln 10, 
at a friend's house. 

• An estimated 155,000 women were 
raped each year between 1973 and 1987 
(table 13).3 

'The 95% confidence Interval Is approximately 
119,000 to 196,000 rapes per year. For further dis­
cussion of sampling error and measurement Issues, 
see Me/hodo/ogy(pages 14-15) and the boxes with 
Ir:eclal Information on pages 1 and 10. 

• Rape and attempted rape are relatively 
rare crimes compared to robbery and as­
sault, arnountlng to less than 3% of all 
violent crime measured by the NCS. 

When and where rapes occurred 

• Almost two-thirds of rapes occurred at 
night (table 14). Completed rapes were 
more likely than attempted rapes to occur 
at night, particularly between midnight and 
6 a.m. 

• Most rapes occurred at home. Four In 
ten completed rapes took place at the vic­
tim's home; 21n 10 occurred at or near a 
friend's home, and 2 in 10, on the street. 

Table 13, Number of crlme8, vIolent crImea, and rapea 
reported to the NCS, 1973-87 

Annual rate por 
Number of Average 1,000 persons 
victimizations annual nUMber age 12 or older 

All NCS crimes 589,974,400 98,991,600 

All violent crimes 96,711,900 6,447,500 35.4 

Repe 2,~15,200 167,700 .9 
Completed 892,200 55,500 .9 
Attemplsd 1,689,000 112,200 .6 

Female victims 2,917,900 154,500 1.6 
Completed 794,000 52,900 .6 
Attempllld 1,529,800 101,600 1.1 

Malevlctlms 197,900 19,200 .2 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of 
rounding. Rates are calculated from unrounded 
numbers. Rates of victimization by rape for the 

sexes are based on the respective number of each 
sex. 

Table 14, When and where rape. 
of women occurred, by whether the rape 
was completed 01' attempted, 197N7 

Ra!;!!! of women 
Total Comeleted Attemeted 

Tim. of ooourreno. 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

Dawn 1· 1· 1· 
Day 31 25 94 
Dusk 9 2· 9 
Night 65 72 61 

Before midnight 94 99 94 
After midnight 90 96 26 
Don't know 1 9· 1· 

Place 01 occurrence 
Total 100% 100% 100% 

At or In own home 95 41 31 
Near own home 8 9· 10 
Ator near 

friend's home 15 19 12 
On the strtlet 20 18 21 
Inside commercial 

buildings 4 2· 5 
On public 

transporatlon O· o· 1· 
In parklng lot 

or garage 6 5 7 
On school property 4 1· 5 
In a park 3 2· 4 
Other places 5 8 4 

Number 01 
victimizations 1,382,800 495,900 886,800 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding and omission of 
"don't know" and "not ascertained" categoriee. 
"At or In own home" Includes vacation homes. 
'Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 

Completed and attempted rape8 reportad to the NCS, 
by vloUm-offender relationship, 1Q7N7 

.. Offenders who were Intimates completed the rape In half the 
attempts. Other men whom the victim knew completed about 
4 of 1 ° rape attempts; strangers, 3 of 10. 

• Intima1es committed 14 of every 100 attempted or com­
pleted rapes; other men whom the victim knew or recognized, 
28 of 100; and strangers, 54 of 100. The offender was more 
likely to be Intimately known to the victim In completed than 

Rape 

Completed 

Percent of female rape or attempted rope 
victims age 12 or older against whom the 
crime was completed when the offElnder was: 

Other 
Total Intimate known Stranger 

36% 52% 38% 30% 

in attempted rapes. 

Raf?6 

Tolsi 
Completed 
Attempted 

Percent of female rape victims age 12 or older 
when the rapist or attempted rapist wes: 

Other 
Total Intimate known Stranger 

100% 
100 
100 

14% 
20 
iO 

28% 
29 
27 

54% 
46 
58 
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Characteristics of victims 
of C1Jmplet8d or attempt8d rape 

• Black women were significantly more 
likely to be raped than white women, al­
though a IfArger number of white women 
than the tCltal of black, American Indian, 
Aleut, EsV,lmo, Asian, and Pacific Islander 
women were raped each year (table 16). 

• Hispanic and non-Hispanic women were 
equally likely to be raped. 

• Women age 16 to 24 were 3 times more 
Ukely to be raped than other women. This 
age pattern was similar for black and 
white women. 

Avsrage annual rate of rape 
per 1.000 women age 12 or older 

Age Total White Black 

Total 1.6 
12-15 2.3 
16-19 4.8 
20-24 4.1 

·25-34 2.3 
35-49 .6 
50-64 .2 
65 or older .1 

1.6 
2.0 
4.8 
3.8 
2.0 

.6 
,2 
.1 

2.7 
3.7 
5.1 
5.5 
4.0 
1.0 
.4 
.4 

• Women who were separated or di­
vorced or who had naver married were 
9 times more likely to be raped than those 
who were married or widowed. 

Table 15. Average annual raw 
of completed and attempted rape, 
bV .. Ieoted characterlltici of female 
victim I, 1 e73-87 

Average annui;! rate 
of rape per 1.000 women 
age 12 or older 

Com-Victim 
characteristics Tolal pleted 

Tolal 1.6 .6 

Race 
White 
Black 
Othelr 

Ethn!clty 
Hispanic 
Non-Hispanic 

Age 
12-15 
16-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-49 
50 or older 

Marital status 

1.5 
2.7 
1.8 

1.5 
1.6 

2.3 
4.8 
4.1 
2.3 

.6 

.2 

Married .5 
Widowed .4 
Separated/divorced 4.3 
Never married 3.5 

.5 
1.2 
.9 

.5 

.6 

.7 
1.7 
1.3 
.8 
.2 
.1 

.1 

.1 
1.7 
1.2 

Attemp­
ted 

1.1 

1.0 
1.5 
.9 

1.0 
1.1 

1.6 
3.1 
2.7 
1.4 
.4 
.1 

.4 

.3 
2.6 
2.3 

Note: Detall may not add to total because 
of rounding. 

8 Female VictIms of Violent Crime 

• Among women of different residential 
localities, central city residents were the 
most likely to be raped; those who lived 
outside the metropolitan area were the 
least likely (table 16). 

• Women who rented were more likely 
than those who owned their own homes 
to be raped. 

Table 16. Average annual rate 
of completed and attempted rape, 
by relldentlal, employment, and In­
come characteristics of female Victims, 
1973-87 

Average annual rate 
of rape per 1.000 
women age 12 or older 

Com- I\ttemp-
Characteristics Tolal pleted ted 

Tolal 1.6 

location of residence 
Central city 2.5 
Suburbs 1.4 
Nonmetro-

poillan area 1.1 

Home ownership 
Owned .8 
Rented 3.5 

Number of housing units 
One 1.0 
Two-three 2.4 
Four or more 3.7 
Mobile home 2.0 
Other 8.4 

Number In household 
One 2.2 
Two 1.4 
Threa or more 1.6 

Employment status-
Employed 1.7 
Unemployed 6.2 
Keeping house .8 
School 3.8 
Unable to work 1.3 
Retired .2' 
Armed Forces 1.6' 
Other 7.S 

Family Incomeb 

Low 2.7 
Middle 1.2 
H~h .8 
Not reported 1.2 

-Less than 0.05. 

.6 

.9 

.5 

.3 

.3 
1.2 

.3 

.8 
1.3 
.6 

3.5 

.8 

.5 

.6 

.6 
2.3 

.3 
1.4 
.3 
.1' 

1.6' 
3.0 

1.1 
.4 
.2 
.4 

1.1 

1.6 
.9 

.8 

.5 
2.2 

.7 
1.6 
2.4 
1.4 
5.0 

1.4 
.9 

1.1 

1.2 
3.9 
.6 

2.4 
1.0 
.1' 

4.7 

1.7 
.8 
.6 
.8 

*Too few caser. to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate; 
-Employment status data are based on responses 
from persons age 16 or older. 1979 through the 
fourth collection quarter of 1985. 
"The survey respondents with known family In­
come In each year. 1979 throu9h 1987, were dis­
tributed almost evenly to create the low, middle, 
and high. family Income categories. 

• Women who lived In places like dormi­
tories, halfway houses, and boarding 
houses and thosa In apartment houses 
with four or more units were more likely 
to be raped than were other women. 

• Women who lived alone were more 
likely to be raped than those who lived 
with others. 

• Unemployed women were 3 times more 
IIkelyto be raped, and students 1 1/2 
times more likely, than women overall. 
Those who were retired or keeping house 
had the lowest rates of rape. 

• About half of all rape victims and almost 
three-quarters of black rape victims were 
In the lowest third of the Income distribU­
tion (table 17). Women In the low-Income 
group were the most likely to be raped, 
and those In the top third, 15% of all vic­
tims, were the least likely. 

• Black women with low Incomes were 
more likely to be raped than black women 
with middle or high Incomes; they were 
also more likely to be raped than white 
women In any Income category. Mlddle­
and upper-Income women of all races had 
about the same likelihood of being raped. 

Table 17. Average annual rate 
of rape, by femny Income and 
race of female victim., 1e7G-87 

Average annual rate 
of rape per 1,000 woman 

Family age 12 or older 
Income Total White Black 

Total 
Low 
Middle 
High 
Not reported 

Total 
Low 
Middle 
High 
Not reported 

Number of 

1.6 
2.7 
1.2 
.8 

1.2 

1.4 
2.5 
1.1 
.8 

1.2 

2.6 
3.6 
1.6 
1.0 • 
1.7 

Percent of female 
NCS respondents 

100% 
53 
23 
15 
9 

1000/. 
48 
25 
18 
9 

100% 
72 
15 

5" 
7 

victims 1.382.700 1.074,200 271,800 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of 
rounding. Total Includes persons af other races 
nol shown. The survey respondents with known 
family Income In each year, 1979 through 1987. 
were distributed almost evenly til create the low, 
middle, and high family Income calegonet>. 
*Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimatEi. 

• 

• 
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Reporting rape to the poll09 

• Of all attempted or completed rapes, 
53% were reported to the police (table 
18). Completed rapes and stranger rapes 
were reported more frequently than at­
tempted rapes and those In which the 
offender and victim knew each other. 

• The presence of a weapon Increased 
the likelihood of the crime being reported 
to the pOlice. Approximately 7 In 10 rapes 
were reported when the offender had had 
a weapon, and fewer than 5 In 10 when 
the rapist had been unarmed. 

Table 18. Reporting of raJ» of women 
to the pOlice, by characterlsUcs 
of the crime and the vlcUm, 1973-87 

Characteristics 01 
crime or victim 

All rapes 
Attempted 
Compieted 

Victim-offender 
relationship 

Nonstranger 
Stranger 

Presence 01 weapon 

Average 
annual 
number 01 
rapes 

154,500 
101,600 
52,900 

58,800 
89,900 

Percent 01 
victimizations 
reported to 
the police 

53% 
50 
59 

47% 
57 

No weapon 101,600 47% 
Weapon 36,500 71 

Presence of injury 
No injury 
Injury' 

Minor 
Serious 

Race of victim 
White 
,Black 
Other 

Age of victim 
12-15 
16-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-49 
50-64 
65 or oider 

Marital status of victim 
Married 
Widowed 
Separated/divorced 
Naver married 

93,900 
60,700 
41,200 
19,300 

121,400 
29,900 
3,200 

16,800 
37,600 
41,000 
41,600 
11,800 
3,800 
1,800 

27,100 
3,900 

36,500 
86,500 

48% 
61 
55 
74 

52% 
56 
50 

70% 
48 
48 
51 
56 
74 
55 

54% 
62 
51 
53 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of 
rounding and omission of "don't know" and "not 
ascertained" categories. 
'See note on tabie 11 for definitions of serious 
and minor injUries. 

• When victims were Injured, police were 
more likely to be Informed of the crime . 
Between 7 and 8 rapes out of ;0 In which 
the victim was seriously Injured were re­
ported to the police, possibly by medical 
personnel. Less than half of the rapes In 
which there was no physical Injury ware 
reported. 

• When rape victims themselves reported 
the crime to the pollee, the reason they 
cited most frequently to NCS Interviewers 
was to prevent the rape from happening 
again (table 19). Of the rape victims, 60% 
mentioned prevention, 47% said they 
wanted to punish the offender, and 31 % 
said they wanted to stop the Incldant from 
happening. 

• Victims of completed rape mentioned 
that they needed help after the Incident 
more frequently than did victims of at­
tempted rape (24% versus 9%). The 
victims of completed rape also cited pun­
Ishing the offender more frequently than 
the victims of attempted rape (58% versus 
41%). 

• When the police were not Informed of a 
completed rape, victims gave three main 
reasons to the NCS: They considered the 
rape to be a private or personal matter or 
a matter that they wanted to resolve them­
selves (25%); they feared reprisal by the 
offender, his family, or friends (23%); and 
the pollee would be Inefficient, Ineffective, 
or Insensitive (23%) (table 20). 

Table 18, Reaaona why famale vlcUma of completed or attempted rape 
reported the crime to the pOlice, 1979-87 

Reasons for Rae!! of women 
reporting to the police Total Completed Attempted 

To keep incident from happening again 60% 
To punish the offender 47 
To stop incident from happening 31 
To fulfill a victim's duty 18 
To get heip after incident 15 
Because there was evidence 
or proof 8 

To recover property 7 
Because it was a crime 5 
To collect insurance 2" 
Other reasons 11 

Number of victims, 1979-87 440,800 

Note: References to women include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Percentages add to 
more than 100% because of rounding and becauss 

55% 63% 
58 41 
27 32 
14 19 
24 9 

10 6 
3' 9 
8' 3' 
3" 1" 
9" 12 

160,400 280,500 

some respondents gave more than one reason. 
'Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 

Table 20. Reasons why female vlcUms of completed or attompted rape 
did not report the crime to the pOlice, 1979-87 

Reasons for not 
reporting to the police 

Private or personal matter or took care of it herself 
Afraid of reprisal by offender or his family or friends 
Police would be inefficient, inaffective, or insensitive 
Lack of proof or no way to find offender 
Reported to someone else 
Police wouldn't think it important enough 
Did not think it important enough 
Offender was unsuccessful 
Property wouid be difficuit to recover 
Did not want to take the time or too inconvenient 
Did not realize it was a crime until later 
Other reasons 

Number of victims, 1979-87 

Note: References to women inciude adoiescents 
but not children under age 12. Percentages add to 
more than 100% because of rounding and because 

Rae!! of women 
Total Completed Attempted 

26% 25% 27% 
17 23 14 
16 23 13 
12 7' 14 
10 7" 11 
7 5' 8 
5 l' 6 
5 0 7 
l' 3' 0' 
l' l' 2' 
1" 1" 0' 

30 39 25 

638,900 204,500 434,400 

some respondents 9ave more than one reason. 
"Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 
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Character/stics of offenders 

• In about 9 out of 10 rapes there was 
one victim; In about 8 out of 10, one 
offender. In almost 81n 10 rapes, onG 
offender confronted one victim. In about 
12%, more than one offender attacked 
one vlctlm. In about 8% of all rapes, more 
than one victim was present, with at least 
one being raped. 

Table 21. Race of o~nders. by race 
of female victims of rape. 1973-87 

Race of 
offender 

SIngle 
offendll' 

Total 

White 
Black 
Other 

Number 
of rapes 

Multiple 
offend.,. 

Total 

White 
Black 
Other 
Mixed 

Number 
of rapes 

Race of femllle victim 
Total White Black 

100% 

60 
32 

5 

100% 100% 

73 
20 
5 

9 
84 

3a 

1,927,200 1,514,800 368,100 

100% 100% 100% 

41 49 13a 

38 29 72 
6 6 4a 

13 14 8a 

365,200 287,400 73,500 

Note: Total number of vl<::tlms Includes persons 
of other races. Detail may not add to total be­
cause of rounding and omission of "don't know" 
and "not ascertained" categories. 
"Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 

The NCS qU&8UonnaJre 
and the reporting of rape 

As a household survey, the NCS directs Interviewers 
to ask each household member age 12 or older If he 
or she experienced a crime In the previous 6 
months. If an Individual says that he or she has 
been victimized by a crime, whether or not the Inci­
dent was reported to the police, the Interviewer col­
lects Information on the crime. 

Each respondent Is asked If he or she were at­
tacked: and If so, how. If the respondent sayil that 
he or she was raped, the Inclden t Is classified as a 
completed rape. If the victim reports an offender's 
attacking and trying to rape her or him, the Incident 
Is classified as an attempted rape, even If the victim 
Incurred Injuries. If the offender threatened to rape 
the victim but did not attack, the incident is classified 

10 Female Victims of Violent Crime 

Number 
ufvlctims 

Total 
One woman 
More thilll one 

Number of offenders 
More 

All One than one 

100% 
91 

8 

83% 
78 

5 

16% 
12 

3 

Note: Detail may not add to total because 
of rounding. 

• Rapists and their victims ware likely to 
be of the same race (table 21). In rapes 
with one offender, about 7 of every 10 
white victims were raped by a white of­
fender, and about 8 of every 10 black vic­
tims were raped by a black offender. In 
rapl9s with two or more offenders, victims 
and offenders were of the same race 49% 
of the time for white victims and 72% of 
the 'lIme for black victims. 

• Offenders and victims were more likely 
to be of the same race when they knew 
eacl1 other than when they were 
strangers (table 22). Of nonstranger 
rapEls 83% Involving white victims and 
91% Involving black victims wera commit­
ted by men of the same race; in rapes by 

strangers, offenders were of the same 
race In 60% of the rapes of white women 
and In 77% of the rapes of black women, 

• Rape Is largely a crime of the older 
offender. In almost three-fourths of all 
rapes, the offenders were age 21 
or older (table 23). 

Table 23. Age of offenders In single­
and mUltiple-offender rape of women. 
1979-87 

Age of 
Raee of women 

Single Multiple 
offenders offenders offenders 

Total 100% 100% 

20 or under 18 30 
21-29 43 22 
30 or older 36 8 
Mixed 35 

Number 
of rapes 1,181,900 184,200 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Percentages may 
not add to total because of rounding and omission 
of "don't know" and "not ascertained" categories. 

Table 22, Race of offenders. by race of female victims of rape 
and vlcUm-offender relationship. 1973-87 

Race of female victim 
Non stranger rape Stranger rae!{-Race of 

Total White Black Other Total White Black Ot'ler 
All raees 

offenders Total White Black Other 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

White 57 68 10 59 
Black 33 22 80 17 
Other 5 5 3 14 
Mixed 2 2 1 0 

Note: Detail may not add to total because 

69 
24 

6 
2 

of rounding and omission of "don't know" and 

as an attempted rape. Rapes committed by non­
strangsrs, particularly those Intimate with the victim, 
were less likely to be reported to the NCS than rapes 
by strangers. 

7b. Did the person(s) hit you, knock you down, 
or actually attack you In any way? 

[J Yes 
o No 

7c. Old the person(s) threaten you with harm 
In any way? 

DYes 
o No 

7d. How were you threatened? Any other way? 
o Verbal threat of rape 
[J Verbal threat of attack other than rape 

83 
9 
5 
2 

4 
91 
4 
1 

64 
o 

36 
o 

51 
39 

5 
2 

60 
30 

5 
3 

"not ascertained" categories. 

14 
77 
3 
2 

51 
31 
o 
o 

o Weapon present or threatened with weapon 
[J Attempted attack with weapon 
o Object thrown at person 
o Followed, surrounded 
o Other (specify) _______ _ 

7f. How did the person(s) attack you? Any other 
way? 

[J Raped 
o Tried to rape 
o Shot 
o Knifed 
o Hit wiih object in hand 
o Hit by thrown object 
[J Hit, slapped, knocked down 
o Grabbed, held, tripped, pushed, ew. 
[J Other (specify) _______ _ 

• 

• 

• 
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• Offenders who committed rape In a 
group tended to be younger than lone 
rapists, according to victims' reports. In 
rapes with one offender, fewer than 2 In 
10 offenders were under age 21. In rapes 
with two or more offenders, 31n 10 rapists 
were under 21. 

• In attempted or completed rapes with 
one victim and one offender, victims 
tended to be about the same age as their 
offenders (table 24). More than 6 in 10 of 
the victims of an offender under age 21 
were age 19. or younger. About 3 in 10 

Table 24. Age of female victims of rape 
with cn~ victim and one offender, 
by age of offender, 1979-87 

AS!! of offender 
Age 20 or 30 or 
of victim younger 21-29 older 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

12-15 27 7 6 
16-19 36 22 17 
20-24 21 37 19 
25-34 12 25 41 
35-49 3' 7 13 
50-64 1 ' 1 ' 3' 
65 or older 0 1 ' 1 ~ 

Number 
OfrapQ8 207,100 504,300 428,600 

-Too few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 

Tabie 25. Weapon present In rape 
of women, by whether the rape wall 
completed or attempted, 1973-87 

Presence R!lee of women 
ofwe!!E!!n Total Comeleted Attemeted 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

No weapon 66 61 68 
Did not know If 
offender had 
a weapon 10 7 11 

Weapon 24 31 21 
Gun 9 13 6 
Knife 11 14 9 
Other 4 3 5 
Type unknown 1 1 1 

Number 
of rapes 2,317,900 794,000 1,523,800 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding. See note on table 
1 0 for categories of weapon use. 

victims were age 19 or younger when the 
offender was between age 21 and 29, 
and about 61n 10 of the victims were age 
20 to 34. When the offender was 30 or 
older, 2 In 10 victims were under age 21, 
and almost 6 In 10 were age 25 or older. 

• Most offenders were unarmed. A fourth 
of all rapists showed weapons (table 25). 
A tenth of the victims were unsure wheth­
er a weapon was present. 

• Weapons were more likely to be present 
In completed rapes than in rape attempts. 
About the same percentage of offenders 
carried knives as carried guns. 

Table 26. Whether the rape was 
completed or attempted, by whether 
female Victims took self-protectlve 
measures, 1973-87 

Self­
protective 
measure 

Number Raee of women 
of Com- Attemp-
victims Total eleted ted 

All victims 2,317,900 100% 34% aa% 

Victims who 
took self-
protective 
measures 1,920,000 100 

Victims who 
took no 
self-protective 
measure 397,800 100 

29 71 

60 40 

Table 27. Whether female victims of 
rape were Injured, by whether they 
took _If-protectlve measures, 1"73-87 

Self­
protective 
measure 

Number 
of 
victims 

Raee of women 
In- Unln-

Total Jured lured 

All victims 1,625,200 100% 56% 44% 

Victims who 
took self-
protective 
measures 1,340,900 100 

Victims who 
took no 
self-protective 
measure 284,200 100 

58 42 

46 54 

Note: References to women include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Excludes 693,000 
female victims of verballhreats of rape without a 
physical attack. Injury means Injury In addition to 
tt.e rape or the attempted rape Itself. Detail may 
not add to total because of rounding. 

• Most rape victims (about 81n 10) tried to 
protect themselves (table 26). Those 
using self-protection were less likely to be 
victims of a completed rape than those 
not taking a self-protective measure. 

• When victims were attacked and were 
thereby put at risk of Injury, victims who 
tried to protect themselves were more 
likely to be Injured (58%) than were those 
who took no measure (46%) (table 27). 

• Thirty percent of rape victims were 
threatened either with a weapon or ver­
bally (table 28). About 45% of the victims 
of r,ape attempts were threatened; 55% 
were attacked. By definition, a completed 
rape Is considered an attack. 

• Victims of completed rapes were more 
likely to be Injured than victims of rape at­
tempts. Almost 60% of the victims of 
completed rape were Injured: 14% seri­
ously and 44% with minor Injuries. These 
victims were more likely than victims of 
rape attempts to receive medical care. 

• More than half of the victims of a com­
pleted rape received medical care for 
rape or Injury; about a tenth of the victims 
of rape attempts received medical care. 
About 4 In 10 victims of a completed rape 
were treated In a hospital or emergency 
room, compared to fewer than 1 In 10 vic­
tims of attempted rape. 

Table 28. Injury and medical care 
received by female victims of 
completed or attempted rape, 1"73-87 

Total 
Raee of women 
Comeleted Attemeted 

Total 100% 100% 100% 

Threat 30 0 45 
Attack 70 100 55 

No Injury 31 42 25 
Injury 39 58 30 

Minor 32 44 26 
Serious 7 14 4 

Medical care 
received 27 55 12 
Emergency 
roomlhospltal 18 40 7 

Other places 8 15 5 

Number 
ofrapes 2,317,900 794,000 1,523,800 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding. 
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Comparison of rape by a nonstranger 
and by a stranger 

• Nonstranger rape usually occurred in 
the victim's home (48%) or In or near a 
friend's home (24%) (table 29). About 3 
In 10 rapes by strangers occurred on the 
street; about 2 In 10, at the victim's home. 

Table 2G. Incident characterlatics 
of rape of women, by whether offender 
wae a nonatranger or a stranger, 
1G73-87 

Incident Ra~ of women b~ a: 
characteristic Nonstranger Stranger 

Place of occllmlncea 

Total 100% 100% 

At or in own home 48 22 
Near own home 6 9 
At, In, or near friend's home 24 9 
On the street 6 31 
Inside commercial 
buildings 3 5 

On public transportation o· o· 
In parking lot or garage 3· 10 
On school property 4 4 
In a park 3· 4 
Other places 4 6 

PreHnce and type of weaponb 

Total 100% 100% 

No weapon 81 58 
Old not know If 
offender had a weapon 4 13 

Weapon 15 30 
Gun 4 11 
Knife 6 13 
Other 4 4 
Type not ascertained 1 1 

58ft'protectlve ITIINISUI'IIII 

Victims who tried to 
protect themselves 67% 82% 

Used weapon 1 2 
Used physical force 36 29 
Tried to get help 40 36 
Threatened or argued 41 33 
Resisted without force 28 31 
Other 6 9 

Number 
of rapes 881,300 1,348,700 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Percentages may 
not add to total because of rounding and omission 
of "don't know" and "not ascertained" categories. 
"-00 few cases to obtain a statistically reliable 
estimate. 
-Cala for place of occurrence are from 1979 to 

J~::'note on lab Ie 10 for categories of weapon 
use. 
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• Offenders were less likely to have a 
weapon when their Victims were known 
than when they were strangers. Strano 
gers, who were more likely to have a 
weapon than nonstrangers, were espe· 
clally more likely to have guns or knives. 

• Victims of nonstrangers tried to protect 
themselves about as often as victims of 
strangers; that Is, they were as likely to 
threaten, argue With, or try to reason with 
the offender and to use physical force, hit, 
chase, or throw objects when they knew 
their offender as when they did not. 

• When rape victims knew their offenders, 
they were about as likely to be Injured as 
victims of strangers (table 30). Just over 
a quarter of victims received medical 
care, whether or not the victim knew the 
offender. 

• Nonstranger rapes were more likely 
than rapes by strangers to be committed 
by one offender (table 31). Nine out of 
ten nonstranger rapes were committed by 
one offender, while 8 out of 10 rapes by 
a stranger had a lone offender. In about 
9 rapes In 10 the victim was alone, reo 

Table 30. Injury and medlcsl care 
receIved by female victims of rape, 
by whether offender was a nonstranger 
or a atranger, 1973-87 

Incident 
characteristic 

Rape of women by a: 
Nonstranger Stranger 

Injury 

Total 

No InJury 
Injury • 

Minor 
Serious 

Medical care received' 

Total 

100% 

57 
43 
36 
7 

100% 

No medical care 73 
Medical care 27 

Emergency room or hospital 16 
Other places 10 

100% 

62 
38 
31 

7 

100% 

74 
26 
19 

7 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding. 
·See note on table 11 for definitions of serious 
and minor Injuries and medical care. 

gardless of whethei the offender was 
a nonstranger or a wanger, 

Number 
of victims 

One 
Two or more 

Rape of women by a: 
Nonstranger Stranger 

93% 
7 

90% 
9 

• White rapists comprised 69% of those 
who knew their victim and 51 % of those 
who were strangers to their victim. 

• The ages of offenders were not different 
for the two different types of rape -
stranger and acquaintance rapes. About 
three·fourths of .each type were commit· 
ted by men over age 20. 

Table 31. Characteristics of offenders 
In rape of women, by whether offender 
was a non stranger or a stranger, 
1973-87 

Characteristic 
of offenders 

Number of offende/'e 

Total rape 

One 
Two or more 

Race of offendera 

Total rape 

White 
BIEIck 
Other 
Mixed 

Age of offendera 

Total rape 

20 or under 
21 or older 
Mixed 

Number 
of rapes 

Ra~ of women by a: 
Nonstranger Stranger 

100% 

89 
11 

100% 

69 
24 
6 
2 

100% 

81 
19 

100% 

51 
39 
5 
2 

100% 100% 

22 18 
74 75 
3 3 

881,300 1.348,700 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding and omission of "don't 
know" and "not ascertained" categories. 
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• 
• Rapes committed by strangers were Table 32. Female victims' reporting 
more likely to be reported to the police rape to the police, by whether the 
than rapes by nonstrangers (table 32). offender was a nonstranger or 

a Btranger, 1973-87 
• Rapes from which physical Injury re-

Incident Ra2e of women b~ a: suited were more likely to be rgported to characteristic Nonstranger Stranger 
the police than rapes without Injur/. Of 
the rapes by nonstrangers, 41 % without Victim reported rape 
Injury and 52% with Injury were reported to thl polloi whln: 

to the police; of the rapes by strangers, All vlctlmlzat!one 47% 57% 
59% without Injury and 67% Involving 
som9 Injury were reported to law Weapon was present 67 71 
authorities. Weapon was absent 43 51 

• The more serious thalnjury, the higher 
Offender threatened only 47 43 
Attack without Injury 41 59 

the likelihood of the rape's having been Attack with Injury 52 67 
reported to the police. Among seriously Minor 47 61 

Injured victims, 64% of the women raped Serious 64 82 

by someone whom they knew and 82% of Reatone for not reporting 
the women raped by a stranger said that the rape to the police" 
the crime was reported. Comparable re-

Private or personal matter porting percentages for women who were or took care of It herself 41% 13% 
robbed by a stranger were 100% of the Afraid of reprisal by offender 
women Injured In a serious assault versus or his family or friends 22 14 
84% of the women Injured In a minor as.; Pollee would be Inefficient, 

uleffective, or Insensitive 17 16 

• sault and 73% of the uninjured women. Lack of proof or no way 
to find offender 5 18 

• The opinion that the rape was a per- Reported to someone else 10 11 

sonal or private matter was the most com- Pollee wouldn't think It 
Important enough 6 7 man reason for not reporting given by . Object WIIS recovered or 

womsn victimized by someone whom offender was unsuccessful 4 6 
they knew. Forty-one percent gave that Old not think It 

reason, compared to 13% of the nonre- Important enough 8 
Did not want to take 

porting victims of rape by a. stranger. the time or too Inconvenient 2 
Did not realize it was a crime 

• Women raped by someone whom they untlilater 0 1 

knew cited, among other specific reasons Othe;r reasons 28 29 

for not reporting to the police, fear of RNlonl for reporting 
reprisal (22%) and belief that the police the rape to the police 
would be Inefficient (17%). Among the 

To keep Incldant women raped by strangers, the reasons from happening again 60% 62% 
for not reporting Included the following: To punish the offender 44 51 
lack of proof (18%), belief that the police To stop Incident 
would be Ineffective (16%), and fear of from happening 34 29 

reprisal (14%). To fulfill a victim's duty 14 21 
To get help after Incloent 17 14 
Because there was 

4Crlmlnal Victimization In the Unlled Sialas, 1987, evidence or proof 8 8 
BJS, NCJ-115524, June 1989. To recover property 4 8 

Because It was a crime ~ 4 
To collect Insurance 2 2 
Other reasons 9 11 

Number 
ofrapes 881,300 1,348,700 

Note: References to women Include adolescents 
but not children under age 12. Data for reasons 

• for reporting or not reporting to the police are f;om 
1979 to 1987. 
"'Property difficult to recover" received less than 
0.5% and Is omitt!ld. 
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Methodology 

Location of resIdence 

A metropolitan area Is a county or coun­
ties that contain a city or cities having at 
least 50,000 total population. A central 
city Is the largest clty of a metropolitan 
area. A sl.lburban area Is the portion out­
side the central city. Nonmetropolltan 
areas Include rural areas and cities of 
fewer than 50,000. 

Sample .descrlptlon 

Data for the National Crime Survey (NCS) 
are drawn from a nationally representative 
sample of the U.S. population. The sam­
ple Includes resident Inhabitants of the 
United States as weI! as persons residing 
In group quarters such as dormitories, 
rooming houses, religious group 
dwellings, and shelters. Excluded are 
crew members of merchant vessels; 

• Armed Forces personnel living In military 
barracks; Institutionalized persons, such 
as correctional facility Inmates; AMericans 
living abroad; and foreign visitors. The 
sample Is a stratified, multistage cluster 
design. Sample size during the period 
1973 to 1987 ranged from 49,000 to 
62,000 households and 100,000 to 
137,000 Individuals Interviewed from 
those housing units. 

For each dwelling unit selected for the 
sample, all persons age 12 or older are In­
cluded In the survey. From 1973 until 
July 1986, 12- and 13-year-old sample 
members were Interviewed through a 
proxy, who was required to be another 
knowledgeable household member. 
Since July 1986, 12- and 13-year-olds 
have been Interviewed directly. Persons 
residing In the dwelling unit are Inter­
viewed 7 times at 6-month Intervals. Indi­
viduals In a sixth of the dwelling units are 
Interviewed each month during a a-month 
period. 

A basic screen questionnaire and a crime 
Incident report are used to elicit Informa­
tion on the relevant crimes committed 
against any members of the household 
age 12 or older. The Initial Interview Is 
designed to screen for all Instances of 
victimization before details of any speclflc 
Incident are collected. In the screen 
questions respondents are asked If they 
were attacked or threatened but not di­
rectly asked If they have been raped. 
Nor are they told that threats or attacks by 
their Intimates are germane to the survey. 
Only If a respondent volunteers that she 
or he has been raped or threatened with 
rape Is the Incident so classified. 

When a dwelling unit first falls Into the 
sample, Interviews are conducted In per­
sonal visits, although Interviewers are per­
mitted to use telephones to complete 
Interviews With some members of a . 
household after the first contact Is made. 
Prior to February 1980 the second 
through seventh Interviews were also 
conducted In the same manner. Since 
that date t&lephone Interviewing has 
Increased. The first and fifth Interviews 
are stili conducted primarily In person, 
with telephone followup permitted. The 
remaining Interviews are conducted 
Insofar as possible by telephone. Face­
to-face IntervIews are often conducted 
with other family members present. Con­
sequently, If offender and victIm reside In 
the same household, It may not be . 
possible for the victim to relate hIs or her 
experience because of the presence of 
the offender. In telephone Interviews the 
Interviewer has no way of knowing If a 
household member's responses are beIng 
monitored. 

Data for this report Include series crimes, 
that Is, three or more criminal events that 
are similar If not Identical In nature and In­
curred by Individuals who are unable to 
Identify separately the detalls of each act 
or recount accurately the total number of 
such acts. Each series Incident was 
counted as one Incident. 

Appendix table. Rate of victimization from selected vIolent crimea 
per 1,000 persona age 12 or older, by sex and year, 1(173-87 

Violent crime victimizations ~er 11000 ~ersons aile 12 or older 
Total violent R!!E!! Robbe~ AIlGravated assault SlmE!le assault 

Year Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Mala Female 

1973 48.2 23.9 .1 1.9 10.3 4.0 16.6 5.9 21.3 12.1 
1974 49.0 23.7 0 1.9 10.7 4.5 16.9 5.7 21.3 11.5 
1975 47.0 24.5 .1 1.7 10.0 4.2 '15.1 5.7 21.7 13.0 
1976 46.9 25.2 .2 1.5 9.5 4.2 15.3 6.1 21.9 13.4 
1977 50.4 25.0 .1 1.7 9.0 4.1 16.2 5.4 25.0 13.8 
1978 49.S 25.1 .2 1.8 8.7 3.9 15.7 5.7 25.0 13.8 
1979 50.7 27.5 .2 1.9 9.0 4.1 16.8 6.3 24.S 15.3 
1980 49.3 25.2 .3 1.7 9.2 4.4 15.S 5.7 24.0 13.5 
1981 51.1 28.3 .1 1.8 10.2 5.3 15.8 6.4 25.0 14.8 
1982 49.0 28.3 .1 1.5 9.6 5.1 15.1 6.2 24.2 15.5 
1983 45.0 25.1 .2 1.5 8.3 4.0 13.4 5.2 23.2 14.4 
1984 42.8 25.9 .2 1.7 7.9 4.1 13.4 5.8 21.4 14.3 
1985 41.5 24.0 .1 1.4 7.1 3.7 12.7 5.1 21.6 13.8 
1986 38.5 24.1 .1 1.3 6.7 4.2 12.4 4.9 19.3 13.7 
1987 38.7 24.0 .1 1.3 6.8 4.1 12.1 4.7 19.8 13.8 
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Standard errors 

The standard error of a survey estimate Is 
a measure of the variation among the; esti­
mates from all possible samples and, 
therefore, a measure of the precision with 
which the estimate from a particular sam­
ple approximates the average result of aI/ 
possible samples. The estimate and Its 
associated standard error may be used to 
construct a confidence Interval, that Is, an 
Interval having a prescribed probability 
that It would Include the average result of 
all possible samples. Relationships de­
scribed In this report are generally signifi­
cant at the 95% level, meaning that the 
ohances are 95 out of 100 that the Interval 
prescribed by 2 standard errors around a 
value would Include the average result of 
all possible samples. If a relationship Is 
qualified by such phrases as "some Indi­
cation" or "somewhat likely," the state­
ment had a level of significance between 
1.6 and 2.0 standard errors, or a 90% 
lavel. 

Availability of data sets 

Da1a utilized In this report are available 
from the National Archive of Criminal Jus­
tice Data at the University of Michigan, 
800-999-0960. The data sets are 
archived as the National Crime Surveys: 
nat/onal sample, 1973-1983 (complete 
sample) (ICPSR 7635); national sample, 
1973-1983 (Incident-level file) (ICPSR 
7635); and national sample, 1979-1987 
(revised questionnaire) (ICPSR 8608). 
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Bureau of 
Justice Statistics 
Announces the 
Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS), in conjunction with the Na­
tional Criminal Justice Reference 
Service (NCJRS), announces the 
establishment of the Justice Statis­
tics Clearinghouse. The Clearing­
house's toll-free number is: 

800-732-3277 

Persons from Mary land and the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan 
area should call 301-251-5500. 

Services of the newly created Clear­
inghouse include: 

• Responding to statistical re­
quests. How many rapes are re­
ported to the police? How many 
burglaries occurred in 1984? Call 
the Clearinghouse, toll free. 

• Providing information about 
BJS se;rvices. Interested in receiv­
ing BJS documents and products? 
Register with the BJS mailing list 
by calling the Clearinghouse, toll 
free. 

• Suggesting refenals to other 
sources for criminal justice statis­
tics. If the Clearinghouse doesn't 
have the answer, an information 
specialist will refer you to agencies 
or individuals who do. 

• Conducting custom literature 
searches of the NCJRS document 
data base. We can search the 
NCJRS data base and provide topi­
cal bibliographic citations and 
abstracts to answer specific re­
quests. 

• Collecting statistical reports. 
The Clearinghouse collects statisti­
cal reports from numerous sources. 
Submit statistical documents to 
share with criminal justice col­
leagues to: NCJRS, Attention BJS 
Acquisition, Box 6000, Rockville, 
MD 20850. 

You have 24-hour access to the 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse. 
From 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST, 
weekdays, an information specialist 
is available. After work hours, you 

• 

• 

may record your orders or leave a • 
message for an information special-
ist to return your call. 



Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 

•

evlsed January 1991) 

all toll·free 800·732·3277 (local 301· 
251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be 
added to one of the BJS mailing lists, 
or to speak to a reference specialist In 
statistics at the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, National Criminal 
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, MD 20850. 
BJS maintains the following mailing 
lists: 
• Law enforcement reports (new) 
• Drugs. and crime data (new) 
• Justice spending & employment 
• Whlle·collar crlmg 
• National Crime Survey (annual) 
• Corrections (annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history Information and 
Information policy 

• Federal statistics (annual) 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statlstlcs (annual) 
Single copies of reports are freej use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 tllles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Publlc·use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal Justice data are 
available from the National Archive of 
Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 

..-1106 (toll·free 1-800·999·0960). 

Watlonal Crime Survey 
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform 

Crime Reports and the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ·122705, 4190 

Criminal vlctlm.lzatlon In the U.S.: 
1988 (final), NCJ·122024, 10190 
1987 (final report), NCJ·115524, 6189 

BJS specIal reports 
Handgun crime vlcllms, NCJ·123559, 7/90 
Black victims, NCJ·122562, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ·120507, 1/90 
The redesigned Natlonat Crime Survey: 

Selected new data, NCJ·114746, 1/89 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ·l09978, 3/88 
Elderly victims, NCJ·l07676, 11/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ·l07217, 11/87 
Robbery victims NCJ·l04638, 4187 
Violent crime by strangers and non· 

strangers, NCJ·l03702, 1/87 
Preventing domesllc violence against 

women, NCJ·l02037, 8186 
Crime prevention measures, NCJ·l00438, 

3'86 
The use of weapons In committing crimes, 

NCJ·99843, 1'86 
Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ·99432, 

12185 
Locating city, suburban, and rural crime, 

NCJ·99535, 12185 
The economic cost of crime to vlct!ms, 

NCJ·93450, 4'84 
Family violence, NCJ·93449, 4'84 

BJS bulletins: 
Criminal vlcllmlzatlon 1989, NCJ·125615, 

10/90 
Crime and the Nation's households, 1989, 

NCJ·124544, 9'90 
The crime of rape, NCJ·96777, 3'85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1'85 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2181 

• 

technlc~1 reports 
ew directions for the NCS, NCJ·115571, 
3/89 

Series crimes: Report of a field test, 
NCJ·l04615, 4/87 

«U.S. G.P.O. 1991-232-055140019 

Female victims of violent crime, 
NCJ·127187, 1/91 

Redesign 01 the National Crime Survoy, 
NCJ·111457,3'89 

The seasonality of crime victimization, 
NCJ·111033,6'88 

Crime and older Americans Information 
package, NCJ·l04569, $10, 5'87 

Teenage victims, NCJ·l03138, 12186 
Victimization and fear of crime: World 

perspectives, NCJ·93872, 1/85, $9.15 
The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 

vol. I: Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ·75374, 8'82 
vol. II: Methodology studies, NCJ·90307 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and specIal reporls: 

Capital punishment 1989, NCJ·124545, 10/90 
Violent State prlaon Inmates and their 

victims, NCJ·124133, 7/90 
Prisoners In 1989, NCJ·122716, 5'90 
Prison rule violators, NCJ·120344, 12189 
Capital punishment 1988, NCJ·118313, 7/89 
Recidivism of prisoners released In 1983, 

NCJ·116261,4/89 
Drug use and crime: State prison Inmate 

survey, 1986, NCJ·111940, 7/88 
Time served In prison and on parole 1984, 

NCJ·l0B544, 12187 
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986, 

NCJ·l09926, 1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries, 

NCJ·l03967, 2187 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ·l03204, 12186 
State and Federal prisoners, 1925·85, 

NCJ-l02494, 11186 
Prison admissions and releases, 1983, 

NCJ·l00582,3,86 
The prevalence of ImprIsonment, 

NCJ·93657, 7/85 

Nallonal correc\lons reporting program, 
1985, NCJ·123522, 12190 

Prisoners at mldyeer 1990 (press release), 
10'90 

Correctional popUlations In the U.S.: 
1987, NCJ·118762, 12189 
1986, NCJ·111611, 2189 
1985, NCJ-l03957, 2188 

Historical stallstics on prisoners In State and 
Federal Institutions, yearend 1925-86, 
NCJ·l11098,6'88 

1984 census of State adult correctional 
facilities, NCJ·l05585, 7/87 

Census of falls and survey of fall Inmates: 
BJS bulletins hnd spec'al reports: 

Jail Inmates, 1989, NCJ-123284' 6190 
Population density In local jails, 1988, 

NCJ·122299, 3190 
Census of local jails, 1988 (BJS bUiletin), 

NCJ·121101,2190 
Jail Inmates, 1987, NCJ·114319, 12188 
Drunk driving, NCJ·l09945, 2188 
Jail Inmates, 1986, NCJ·l07123, 10'87 
The 1983 jail census, NCJ·95536, 11/84 

Census of local jails, 1983: Data for 
Individual jails, vols. I·IV, Northeast, 
Midwest, South, West, NCJ·112796·9; 
vol. V. Selected findings, methodology, 
summary tables,· NCJ.112795, 11'88 

Our crowded jails: A national pilght, 
NCJ·111846, 8188 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins 

Probation lind parole: 
1989, NCJ·125833, 11190 
1988, NCJ·119970, 11/89 

Selling prison terms, NCJ·76218, 8'83 

BJS specIal reports 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ·l04916, 

5/87 

Children in custody 
Census of public and private juvenile 

detenllon, correctional, and shelter 
facilities, 1975·85, NCJ·114065, 6/89 

Survey of youth In custody, 1987 
(speCial report), NCJ·113365, 9'88 

Public juvenile facilities, 1985 
(bulletin), NCJ·102457, 10'86 

Law enforcement management 
BJS bUlletins and specIal reporls: 

Police departments In larg9 cilles, 1987, 
NCJ·119220, BlB9 

Profile of state and local law entorcement 
IIgencles, NCJ·113949, 3189 

Expenditure and employment 
BJS bulletins: 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1988, NCJ·123132, 7/90 
1985, NCJ·l04460, 3'87 
1983, NCJ·l01776, 7'86 

Anti·drug abuse formUla grants: Justice 
variable pass·through data, 1988 (BJS 
Technical Report), NCJ·120070, 3'90 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985 (full report), NCJ·l06356, 8'89 
ExtrBcts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ·l06629, 8'88 

Courts 
BJS bullellns: 

Felony sentences In State courts, 1988, 
NCJ·126923, 12190 

Criminal delense for the poor, 1986, 
NCJ·112919, 9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ·l06273, Bl87 

The growth of appeals: 1973·83 trends, 
NCJ·96381, 2185 

Case filings In State courts 1983, 
NCJ·95111,l0/84 

BJS specIal reports: 
Felony case processing In State courts, 

1986, NCJ·121753, 2190 
Felony case·procosslng time, NCJ·l01985, 

8'86 
Felony sentencing In 18 local jurisdictions, 

NCJ·97881,6'85 

Felons sentenced to probation In State 
courts, 1986, NCJ.124944, 11190 

Felony defendants In large urban counties, 
1988, NCJ·122385, 4'90 

Protllo of felons convicted In State courts, 
1986, NCJ·120021, 1/90 

. Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony courts, 
NCJ·l05743,8'87 

National criminal defense systems study, 
NCJ.94702, 10'86 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1987, NCJ·124140, 9'90 
1986, NCJ·113248, 6189 
1982, NCJ·l06990, 5/88 

Felony laws of the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia, 11.86, NCJ·l05066, 2188, $14.60 

State court model statistical dictionary, 
Supplement, NCJ·98326, 9'85 
1st edilion, NCJ-62320. 9'80 

Privacy and security 
Compendium of State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1989 overview, NCJ·121157, 5'90 
1987 overview, NCJ·lll097, 9'88 
1989 full report (1, 500 pages, 

microfiche $2, hard copy $145), 
NCJ·121158,9190 

Criminal justice Information polley: 
Original records of entry, NCJ·125626, 

12/90 
BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings: 

Crlmlnat justice In the 1990's: The lulure 
of Information management, 
NCJ·121697, 5'90 

Juvenile and adult records: One system, 
one record?, NCJ-114947, 1190 

Open vs. confidential records, 
NCJ·113560, 1/88 

Strategies for Improving data quality, 
NCJ·115339,5'89 

Public access to criminal history record 
Information, NCJ·111458, 11/88 

Juvenile records and rooordkeeping 
systems, NCJ·112815, 11'88 

Automated fingerprint Identification 
systems: Technology and policy Issues, 
NCJ·l04342, 4'87 

Criminal justice "hoI" files, NCJ.l01850, 
12186 

Crime control and criminal records (BJS 
special report), NCJ·99176, 10/85 

Drugs & crime data: 
State drug resources: A national directory, 

NCJ·122582,5'90 
Federal drug dala for national polley, NCJ· 

122715,4190 
Drugs and crime lacts, 1989, NCJ·121022, 

1'90 

Computer crime 
BJS specia' reports: 

Electronic fund transfer fraud, NCJ·96666, 
3'85 

Electronic fund Iransfer and crime, NCJ· 
92650,2184 

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud, NCJ· 
100461,4186 

Electronic fund transfer systems and crime, 
NCJ·83736, 9'82 

Expert witness manual, NCJ·77927, 9'81, 
$11,50 

Federal Justice statistics 
Federal criminal case processing, 1980·87, 

Addendum for 1988 and preliminary 1989, 
NCJ·125616, 11190 

Compendium of Federal justice statistics 
1986, NCJ·125617, 1/91 
1985, NCJ·123560, 8'90 
1984, NCJ·112816, 9'89 

The Federal civil Justice system (BJS 
bulletin), NCJ·l04769, 8'B7 

Federal offenses and offenders 

BJS specIal reports: 
Immigration offenses, NCJ·124546, 8'90 
Federal criminal cases, 1980·87, 

NCJ·118311,7/89 
Drug law violators, 1980'86, NCJ 111763, 

6'88 
Pretrial release end detention: 

The Ball Reform Act of 1984, 
NCJ·l09929, 2188 

Whlte·collar crime NCJ·l06876, 9'87 
Prot rial release and misconduct, 

NCJ·96132, 1185 

General 
BJS bulletins and specIal reporls: 

BJS telephone contacts, '91, NCJ·124547, 
1191 

Tracking offenders, 1987, NCJ·125315, 
10'90 

Criminal cases In live states, 1983-86, 
NCJ·118798,9/89 

International crime rates, NCJ·ll0776, 5/88 
Tracking offenders, 1984, NCJ·l09886, 1188 
Tracking offenders: Whlte·collar crime, 

NCJ-l02867, 11186 
Police employment and expenditure, 

NCJ·l00117, 2186 

BJS dala report, 1989, NCJ·121514, 1'91 
Sourcebook of crlmlnltl justice statistics, 

1989, NCJ·124224, £1/90 
Publications of BJS, 1985-89: 

Microfiche IIbmry, PR030014, 5'90, $190 
Bibliography, 1B0030013, $17.50 

Publications of BJS, 1971·84: 
Microfiche library, PR030012, $203 
Bibliography, TB030012, $17.50 

1990 directory of automated criminal justice 
Information systems, Vol. I, Corrections; 2, 
Courls; 3, Law enforcement; 4, Probation 
and parole; 5, Prosecution; NCJ·122226·30, 
5190 

BJS annual report, fiscal 1988, NCJ·115749, 
4/89 

Report to the Nation on crime and justice: 
Second edition, NCJ·l05506, 6'88 
Technical appendix, NCJ·112011. 8188 

Criminal justice microcomputer guide and 
software calalog. NCJ·112178, 8'68 

Proceedings of the third workshop on law 
and jUstice statistics, NCJ·112230, 7188 

National survey of crime severity, NCJ·96017, 
10'85 

See order form , 
on last page 



Please put me on the mailing list for­

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 

,~ spending, policies, programs 
o Federal statistics-data describing 

Federal case processing, from inves­
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
reports-annual spending and 
staffing by Federal/Statellocal 
governments and by fUnction 
(police, courts, etc.) 

To be added to any BJS 
mailing list, please copy 
,or cut out this page, fill 
in, fold, stamp, and mail 
'to the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse/NCJ RS. 

o White-collar crime-data on the 
processing of Federal white-collar 
crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and information 
policy-new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves­
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Ju~enile corrections reports­
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

o BJS bulletins and special reports­
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court dispOSi­
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

Criminal justice interest: 

To order copies of recent 
BJS reports, check here 0 
and circle items you want 
to receive on other side 
of this sheet. 

Put your organization 
and title here if you 

used home address above: 

o Corrections reports-results of 
sa.mple surveys and censuses bf jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims • 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, 
annotated bibliography, addresses 
of sources) 

o Send me a form to sign up for NCJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 

• 

- -- -- -- -- -- - -- -- --FOLD.SEALWITHTAPE.ANDSTAMP- - -- -- -- -- -- -- --­

U.S. Department of Justice 
. Office of Justice Programs 

Bureau of Justice StatistiCS 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Place 
1 st-c1ass 
stamp 
here 

• 



Now you can receive BJS press releases 
• and other current data from the NCJRS 

Electronic Bulletin Board! 

The Electronic Builetin Board 
provides quick and easy 
access to new information­
use your personal computer 
and modem, set at 8-N-1 
(rates 300 to 2400 baud), 
and call 301-738-8895, 
24 hours a day. 

Once online, you will be able 
to review current news and 
announcements from BJS 

• 
and its Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, including 
new publication listings 

• 

and conference calendars. 

For more informa.tion 
about the Bulletin 
Board, call 
1-800-732-3277 . 
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