
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Jails Report Series 
2024 Preliminary Data Release 

Zhen Zeng, PhD December 2025 
NCJ 309039BJS Statistician 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics provides key jail statistics prior to release of the annual jails report. The statistics below include the 

number of persons held in local jails by inmate demographics and conviction status, the number of admissions to jail, and jail 
incarceration rates, from 2014 to 2024. 

Statistics from 2024, the latest data year, are preliminary and may be updated once BJS publishes the final data in Jail Inmates in 

2024 – Statistical Tables, forthcoming.   

Key findings  

At midyear 2024, local jails held657,500persons in custody, similar to the year before (664,200). 

Jails reported 7.9 million admissions from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024. While this represents a 4% increase over the 7.6 

million admissions the year before, annual admissions were 31% lower than 10 years ago (11.5 million). 

At midyear 2024, 45% of individuals incarcerated in local jails were white, 38% were black, and 15% were Hispanic. Other racial 
and ethnic groups, including American Indian or Alaska Native individuals, Asian individuals, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 

Islander individuals, and those identifying with two or more races, collectively comprised 2% of the total jail population. 

At midyear 2024, 69% of the jail population (450,600) was unconvicted and awaiting court action on a current charge or being 

held in jail for other reasons. The remaining 31% (206,900) were convicted and either serving a sentence or awaiting 

sentencing on a conviction. 

https://www.ojp.gov/
https://bjs.ojp.gov/
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Download table 1 data - CSV (4K)

Download table 2 data - CSV (4K)

Download figure 1 data - CSV (2K)

 

 

 

 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics of the U.S. Department of Justice is the principal federal agency responsible for measuring
crime, criminal victimization, criminal offenders, victims of crime, correlates of crime, and the operation of criminal and civil
justice systems at the federal, state, tribal, and local levels. BJS collects, analyzes, and disseminates reliable statistics on
crime and justice systems in the United States, supports improvements to state and local criminal justice information
systems, and participates with national and international organizations to develop and recommend national standards for
justice statistics.  

This report was written by Zhen Zeng, PhD, and Danielle Kaeble verified the report.
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Richard Killmon edited the report. Priscilla M. Fauntleroy produced this report. 

December 2025, NCJ 309039 

Read More  

View Related Publication Series: 

Jail Inmates 

Explore Related Data Collections: 
Annual Survey of Jails (ASJ) Census of Jails (COJ) 

View Preliminary Data Release for Prisoners: 
Preliminary Data Release - Prisoners 

Explore Corrections Data: 
Corrections 

Date Created: May 20, 2025 

https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/list?series_filter=Jail%20Inmates
https://bjs.ojp.gov/data-collection/annual-survey-jails-asj
https://bjs.ojp.gov/data-collection/census-jails-coj
https://bjs.ojp.gov/preliminary-data-release-prisons
https://bjs.ojp.gov/topics/corrections/correctional-institutions
https://www.ojp.gov/



