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• BJS is the primary statistical agency of the 
Department of Justice

• It is one of the 13 principal federal statistical 
agencies throughout the Executive Branch

• The mission of BJS is to collect, analyze, 
publish, and disseminate information on 
crime, criminal offenders, victims of crime, 
and the operation of justice systems at all 
levels of government

• Activities focus on the objective of publishing 
statistical products and making the data 
available to the public

About the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics (BJS)



BJS Organization
• Corrections
• Judicial Statistics
• Law Enforcement (Reported Crime and Administrative Statistics)
• Reentry, Recidivism, and Special Projects
• Victimization
• Statistical Methods
• Criminal Justice Data Improvement Programs
• Statistical Policy and Standards, Communications, and Technology and Data 

Management



Judicial Statistics Unit
• Collect data on state and local courts, prosecutors, and public defenders

• From prosecutor receipt to disposition or sentencing
• Administrative data from courts
• Survey data from prosecutor and public defender offices

• Census- and sample-based
• Surveys include staffing, caseloads, budget, responsibilities, and special topics

• Federal Justice Statistics Program
• Annual administrative data collection from arrest to post-incarceration community 

supervision



Outline
• Overview of the Federal Justice Statistics Program

• Data standardization process
• Record linkage methodology

• Products
• Federal Criminal Case Processing Statistics 

(FCCPS) data analysis tool
• Data archive
• Annual bulletin and special reports

• Question and answer



• Created by BJS in 1982 to serve as a 
national clearinghouse of federal criminal 
case processing data

• The National Justice Improvement Act of 
1979 authorized BJS to:

“collect, analyze and disseminate 
comprehensive federal justice transaction 
statistics … and to provide technical 
assistance to and work jointly with other 
federal agencies to improve the availability 
and quality of federal justice data.” (42
U.S.C. § 3732 (15))

The Federal Justice 
Statistics Program (FJSP) is 

made up of 30 years of 
standardized 

administrative data 
received from six agencies

o Overview of the FJSP



o Offenses that:
o Occur in places under federal control (national parks, military bases, 

courts and prisons, parkways, Indian country, airplanes, territorial 
waters)

o Committed against federal people (President, Executive branch; 
Members of Congress, etc.)

o Committed by federal people (military mostly)
o Where there is exclusive federal power to regulate:

 immigration
 tax
 counterfeiting (currency printing)
 treason

o Offenses that occur outside of U.S. (terrorism, Military Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction Act)

o Crimes that affect interstate commerce (usually overlapping jurisdiction 
with states) – drug trafficking, weapons offenses

What constitutes 
a federal crime?

o Overview of the FJSP



BJS Federal Justice System Network Diagram



STAGE/DATA SOURCE

U.S. Marshals Service: Persons arrested for federal offenses and booked by the U.S. Marshals Service
Drug Enforcement Administration: Persons arrested by DEA agents

Prosecution
Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys: Persons investigated by U.S. attorneys’ offices

Pretrial release
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts: Persons supervised by pretrial services officers

Adjudication/Sentencing
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts: Persons in cases adjudicated in U.S. district courts
U.S. Sentencing Commission: Defendants sentenced in U.S. district courts

Appeals
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts: Criminal appeals heard in U.S. Courts of Appeals

Corrections
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts: Persons under federal supervision in the community
Federal Bureau of Prisons: Persons admitted, released and present in federal prison system

Arrest and booking

o Overview of the FJSP



• Data are “siloed” with each agency using
different approaches to operationalize data 
they collect

• Data are also fluid as systems evolve
• Methods have been developed by BJS to 

“standardize” annual cross-sectional data files 
to improve comparability across
agencies/time

• Standard unit of count (person-case)
• Common reporting period (Oct. – Sept.)
• Common offense classification
• Standard disposition outcomes

The primary goal of the FJSP 
is to enhance uniformity in 
statistics across the federal 

criminal case process

o Data standardization



• Raw data compared to previous year to
identify new or changed elements

• Missingness evaluated for impact on 
reported statistics

• Summary statistics computed on
to identify trends in distributions

• Identifiers evaluated to ensure
accuracy

• Generated statistics compared with 
agency reports to ensure reported 
statistics align with agency expectations

All data are passed through 
an extensive set of data 

quality programs and 
compared to published 

statistics

o Data standardization



Source 
agencies

Obtain agency 
documentation

Obtain raw 
data

Reconcile data 
to FJSP 
standards

Link records 
across SAFs

Create 
Standard 
Analysis Files 
(SAFs)

Data
checking

Create 
preliminary 
numbered 
files

Value
checking

Sanitize and 
archive SAFs

Data Processing The Database Data Products

FJSP Database

Data
* Source data files
* SAFs (in, out, stock)

Linking system 

Documentation

Annual Federal Justice Statistics
bulletin

Special reports (e.g., Heroin, Fentanyl, 
and Other Opioid Offenses in Federal 
Courts, 2021)

BJS FCCPS data analysis tool fccps.bjs.ojp.gov

Sanitized data files archived to National Archive 
of Criminal Justice Data (restricted access)

On-line analysis of cross- 
sectional data files
On-line analysis of longitudinal 
“linked” data files (in 
development)
Emphasis on data visualization

Standard Analysis Files (or SAFs) are the “building blocks” of the FJSP
◦ SAFs are annual cross-sectional data files created for each cohort
◦ SAFs are used in linking person-case records across stages

o Data standardization



o Data Link Methods

• Why do we link?
• Augment unique information available in 

one agency with data collected by other 
agencies

• Fill in missing data across agencies
• Use substantive data from multiple agencies to 

improve reporting
• Observe an individual’s path from arrest 

to imprisonment
• Challenges and opportunities

• No one identifier uniquely identifies 
individuals

• Variation in quality of data entered into 
agency administrative data systems

• Best way to follow individual experiences

Since each justice agency 
maintains independent 

case management 
systems, need to link 

records to study system 
effects



o Data Link Methods

• 1st generation – list-based system
• Group records by case numbers
• List pointers to dataset records

• 2nd generation – paired-agency link files
• Link person/cases over time and agencies
• Use a variety of standardized identifiers
• Report links through adjacent stages of the 

criminal justice system
• Leads to guided experiences of individuals

BJS has developed 
methods to link records 

across stages of the 
federal criminal justice 

system



o Data Link Methods

Once the link is made, 
personal identifiers are 
removed and replaced with a 
sanitized identification 
number

Allows users to link records 
without needing confidential 
identifying information

US Marshals

Arrests & 
Bookings

EOUSA

Suspects in Matters
matters opened concluded

Defendants in Cases
cases filed terminated

AOUSC

Defendants in Cases
cases opened terminated

US Sentencing 
Commission

Defendants 
sentenced

Bureau of Prisons

Individuals admitted

Individualsin prison
at year-end

Individuals released



Person-level
identifiers used 
for linking

o Data Link Methods

• Name and date of birth
• Social Security Number
• FBI number
• Register number assigned by the U.S. Marshals
• Alien number assigned by the U.S. Customs 

and Immigration Service
• Docket number assigned by the U.S. Courts



Case-level 
information used for 
linking

o Data Link Methods

Case-level linking variables
• Federal judicial district and filing year
• Important dates

• Arrest/booking
• Investigation start and end
• Case filing
• Case termination
• Conviction
• Sentencing
• Prison admission

• Other shared variables (e.g., offense)



The link algorithm uses 
statistical software to 
process data in blocks 
using a combination of 
exact and fuzzy matching

o Data Link Methods



o Data Link Methods

• Source data: Administrative Office of the U.S. 
Courts and U.S. Sentencing Commission

• Linking hierarchy
• Exact district/office/year/docket; exact 

sentencing date
• Exact name; defendant number
• Exact name
• No other qualifiers (for sealed cases)

• Exact district/office/year/docket; defendant 
number; fuzzy match on either first or last name

• Exact district/office/year/docket; fuzzy match on 
either first or last name
Block on filing year and last 3 letters of last name; 
fuzzy match on full nameCases terminated <-> Defendants sentenced

Example of linking 
records across two 
agencies

AOUSC

Cases
terminated

US Sentencing 
Commission

Defendants 
sentenced



o Data Link Methods

• Permits tracking a cohort across two 
agencies over time

• Maximizes use of shared identifiers 
between agencies

Example: Inter-agency 
links join records between 
two agencies
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Sentencing link to case termination

Case termination link to sentencing

Inter-agency link example: Percent of records that link between cases 
terminated (AOUSC) and cases sentenced (USSC), FY 2000–2023.

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on analysis of the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, Criminal Master File and U.S. 
Sentencing Commission, Monitoring File, fiscal years 2000–2023.



o Data Link Methods

• Source data: Administrative Office of 
the U.S. Courts

• Linking hierarchy (more 
straightforward than inter-agency 
record linking)

• Circuit, district, docket number, 
office, docket year, defendant 
number

• Filing date, proceeding date, 
and termination date

Example 2, linking
records within the
same agency

Cases filed <-> Cases terminated

AOUSC

Defendants in Cases
cases opened terminated



o Data Link Methods

Example 2: Intra-agency links join 
records within the same agency

• Permits tracking a cohort within
an agency over time

• Censoring occurs when the time 
required for the case processing
event to occur exceeds the available 
observation period
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Case termination link to case filing

Case filing link to case termination

Intra-agency linked example: Percent of records that link between cases 
filed (AOUSC) and cases terminated (AOUSC), FY 2000–2023.

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on analysis of the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, Criminal Master File, fiscal years 
2000–2023.



Uses for linking files
• Inter-agency file (Court terminations linked with sentencing)

• Research questions focus on case outcomes with respect to their filing charges 
(e.g., what dispositions did people charged with drug trafficking receive?)

• USSC sentencing information does not report filing charges, but AOUSC docketing 
information does

• Link allows study of case progression, and district and individual correlates of key 
outcomes

• Intra-agency file (Court filings linked with court terminations)
• Court research questions can address court backlog and adjudication time
• While terminations can address historical adjudication time, for new cases or for 

prospective analyses, recent cases will not yet have been terminated
• Linking allows us to examine cases that are adjudicated quickly and the 

characteristics of defendants in these cases



Federal Criminal Case Processing Statistics
• Interactive data analysis tool
• Allows interested parties to examine various aspects about the federal 
criminal justice system
• Underlying data is collected from BJS’s Federal Justice Statistics
Program (FJSP)

o Data Analysis Tool



Overview of the tool
• The FCCPS Tool enables the querying of data on the persons processed in 
the federal criminal justice system for three case processing stages:

(1) law enforcement
(2) prosecution/courts
(3) incarceration

• Also, annual statistics on specific criminal statutes of the United States 
Code can be queried

o Data Analysis Tool



o Data Analysis Tool

The Federal Criminal 
Case Processing 

Statistics tool 
emphasizes user-

generated 
visualizations



• Clicking the +/- menu will provide
information about each stage and
cohort

• Each of the nine cohorts by stage
and year have the same layouts
and functionality

25



• Initially shows the grand total for all of the years of data in the tool 
in the Advanced view, including visualizations

26

o Data Analysis Tool



• All variables can be used as filters
• Data from FY 1998–2023
• All filters are multi-select and can 

be applied at the same time
• Data update as filters are applied

28

o Data Analysis Tool



• Sorting available to order the data 
by variable or counts

29

Sort by Variable Sort by Highest to lowest counts

o Data Analysis Tool
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o Data Analysis Tool
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o Data Analysis Tool
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o Data Analysis Tool



Primary and Complementary Suppression
• Suppress counts if 10 or fewer (^).
• Suppress the next lowest count in that row or column.
• In the secondary suppression row or column, also suppress the next 

lowest count.

33

o Data Analysis Tool



• Data from persons charged and persons in cases closed using title and 
section of the U.S. criminal code

• Multi-Year
• Number of persons in cases filed
• Number of persons in cases closed

• Single Year
• Outcomes for persons in cases closed
• Type of sentence for persons convicted
• Mean prison sentence or probation sentence or fine amount for persons 

convicted 35

United States Code Statistics

o Data Visualization Tool



36

o Data Visualization Tool



Download Options
• All data

• CSV
• Full screen image

• PDF
• PNG

• Website: https://fccps.bjs.ojp.gov/

37

o Data Analysis Tool

https://fccps.bjs.ojp.gov/


All FJSP data at 
NACJD are in 

restricted access

An approved data 
use agreement is 

required for access

• FJSP data at NACJD are restricted from general
dissemination

• Only the codebooks are available to download
directly from the NACJD site

• Users interested in obtaining these data must
complete a Restricted Data Use Agreement,
specify the reasons for the request, and obtain
IRB approval or notice of exemption for their
research

o Archived Data



o Archived Data

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/cms/4281

1) Prepare research 
question(s)​ 

2) Review FJSP Resource 
Guide at NACJD website​ to 
identify the data that you will 
need to request​

Steps to request FJSP data 

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/cms/4281


3. Standard Application Process:
https://sap.nsf.gov • This is the site where you 

will submit your request
• Search for: “Federal Justice 

Statistics Program Link”
• Click on “Federal Justice 

Statistics Program: Paired-
Agency Linked Files, 1994-
2023

• Click on “Add to My 
Basket”

• Create an account and 
follow prompts to complete 
application

o Archived Data



4) Submit a 
restricted data 
application

• Affiliation with an accredited academic 
or research institution

• Research proposal
• Data use agreement
• Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval
• Data security plan

o Archived Data



• Federal Justice Statistics, 2023

• Federal Justice Statistics Program Data Linking 
System

• Federal Justice Statistics Program

• Federal Criminal Case Processing Statistics Data Tool

• FJSP Resource Guide at NACJD 

• Standard Application Process

Federal Justice Statistics Program Webinar Resources

Reports Additional assets

Visit our website!
https://bjs.ojp.gov

Subscribe to JUSTSTATS!
https://bjs.ojp.gov/subscribe

Thursday, June 25, 2026

Contact us!
https://bjs.ojp.gov/contact-us

https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/federal-justice-statistics-2023
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/federal-justice-statistics-2023
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/grants/239536.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/grants/239536.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/grants/239536.pdf
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/studies/30701
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/studies/30701
https://fccps.bjs.ojp.gov/
https://fccps.bjs.ojp.gov/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/cms/4281
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACJD/cms/4281
https://sap.nsf.gov/
https://sap.nsf.gov/
https://bjs.ojp.gov/subscribe
https://bjs.ojp.gov/subscribe
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