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U.S. IMPRISONMENT RATE AT ITS LOWEST SINCE 1995 
 
 

WASHINGTON — The combined state and federal imprisonment rate of 419 sentenced 
prisoners per 100,000 U.S. residents in 2019 was the lowest imprisonment rate since 1995, the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics announced today. The imprisonment rate in 2019 marked a 17% decrease from 2009 
and a 3% decrease from 2018, and it marked the 11th consecutive annual decrease. The imprisonment 
rate—the portion of U.S. residents who are in prison—is based on prisoners sentenced to more than 
one year. 

 
The imprisonment rate rose 23% from 1995 to its peak in 2007 and 2008 (506 sentenced 

prisoners per 100,000 residents in both years). It then fell back below the 1996 level (which was 
427 sentenced prisoners per 100,000 residents) in 2019. 

 
Across the decade from 2009 to 2019, the imprisonment rate fell 29% among black residents, 

24% among Hispanic residents and 12% among white residents. In 2019, the imprisonment rate of black 
residents was the lowest it has been in 30 years, since 1989.  

 
At year-end 2019, there were 1,096 sentenced black prisoners per 100,000 black residents, 

525 sentenced Hispanic prisoners per 100,000 Hispanic residents and 214 sentenced white prisoners per 
100,000 white residents in the U.S. Among sentenced state prisoners at year-end 2018 (the most recent 
data available), a larger percentage of black (62%) and Hispanic (62%) prisoners than white prisoners 
(48%) were serving time for a violent offense. 

 
An estimated 14% of sentenced state prisoners were serving time for murder or non-negligent 

manslaughter at year-end 2018, and 13% were serving time for rape or sexual assault. At the end of 
fiscal-year 2019, 46% of sentenced federal prisoners were serving time for a drug offense (99% for drug 
trafficking), and 8% were serving time for a violent offense.  

 
The total prison population in the U.S. declined from 1,464,400 at year-end 2018 to 1,430,800 at 

year-end 2019, a 2% decrease. This marked the fifth consecutive annual decrease of at least 1% in the 
prison population. At year-end 2019, the prison population had declined 11% from its peak of 
1,615,500 prisoners in 2009. 
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In 2019, privately operated facilities held 7% of state prisoners and 16% of federal prisoners.  

Public and private adult prisons held 653 prisoners age 17 or younger at year-end 2019, down 11% from 
the 730 held at year-end 2018. 

 
The report, Prisoners in 2019 (NCJ 255115), was written by BJS statistician E. Ann Carson. The 

report, related documents and additional information about BJS’s statistical publications and programs 
are available on the BJS website at www.bjs.gov. 
 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics of the U.S. Department of Justice is the principal federal agency 
responsible for collecting, analyzing and disseminating reliable statistics on crime and criminal justice in 
the United States. Jeffrey H. Anderson is the director. 

 
The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other 
resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the 
rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about OJP and 
its components is located at www.ojp.gov. 

 
The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about the 

history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years. 
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