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Foreword 

In updating the 1988 edition of this report, 
the 8uroau of Justice Statistics acknowl­
edges the Nation's concern for the risk 
of criminal victimization faced by our 
youth. The National Crime Survey (NCS) 
twice a year Interviews every household 
member age 12 or older In a national 
sample of about 50,000 households. 
The Interviews from 1985 through 1988 
accounted for an estimated 1.9 million 
violent victimizations sustained by 28.1 
million teenagers during each year. 

This edition makes clear that toenagers 
are more vulnerable than adults to both 
violent and property crime. The charac­
teristics that are Identified with greater or 
less risk among adults - factors like the 
victims' sex, race, and location of resi­
dence - have similar associations for 
teenagers. Readers can gain a better 
understanding of how crimes experienced 
by teenagers are reported to law enforce­
ment authorities and other persons, such 
as school officials. The data on Injuries, 
weapons, and the characteristics of the 
offenders shed light on the nature of vio­
lent crimes that youth experience. 

We anticipate that criminal justice practi­
tioners, pollcymakers, and all others 
Interested in the important Issue of crimes 
against juveniles will find this analysis 
to be of lasting value. 

Staven D. DIllingham, Ph.D. 
Director 
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Introduction 

From 1985 to 1988, persons age 12 to 19 
were victims of 1.9 million violent crimes 
and 3.3 million crimes of theft annually. 
Teenagers were much more likely than 
adults to be victims of crimes of violence. 
On average, every 1,000 teenagers expe­
rienced 67 violent crimes Elach year, com­
pared to 26 for every 1,000 adults age 20 
or older. 

• Teenagers were twice as likely as 
adults to experience crimes of theft. For 
crimes of theft, the teenage rate was 118 
per 1,000; the adult rate, 62. 

• Older teenagers, who this report consid­
ers as those age 16 to 19, had higher vic­
timization rates than did younger teens 
(age 12 to 15) for crimes of violence and 
theft. Persons In the two age groups, 
however, were equally likely to be victims 
of robbery and simple assault. 

• As did the adult population, certain 
groups of teenagers had a higher risk 
of crimes of violence and theft than did 
others. Teenage males had higher violent 
crime victimization rates than teenage 
females, and teenagers living In central 
cities were more likely to experience a 
violent crime than were their counterparts 
In the suburbs or non metropolitan areas. 

• Black teens were 3 to 5 times more 
likely than white teens to be murder vic­
tims. They were also melre likely than 
white teens to be victims of robbery or 
aggravated assault. 

• Although young teenage vlctlm~ were 
less likely than adutt victims to experience 
violent crimes with serious characteristics 
or outcomes, violent crimes against older 
teens and those against adults tended to 
be similar In severity. Similar proportions 
of older teenage and adult victims faced 
armed offenders, but victims age 12 to 15 
were less likely than adults to be victim­
Ized by an armed offender. 

• Violent crimes against teenagers were 
more likely than crimes against adults to 
Involve victims and offenders of the same 
sex, race, or age. Younger and older 
teenage victims were more likely than 
adult victims to report that the offender 
was a casual acquaintance. 

• Crimes of violence and theft against 
younger teenagers were mucl1less likely 
than crimes against adults to be reported 
to the police. Many of these crimes not 
made known to the police were reported 
to other authoiity figures. 

• About half of all violent crimes against 
teenagers age 12 to 19 occurred In 
school bUildings, on school property, or 
on the street. Street crimes were :3 times 
more likely than crimes In school buildings 
to have been committed by an offender 
with a weapon (37% versus 12%). In 
other respects, however, street crimes 
and crimes In school ware similar In 
severity. 

• This rsport prEisent51nformation on 
crimes of violence and theft collected by 
the National Crime Survey (NCS) for 1985 
to 1988. The NCS obtains Information 
about crimes, Including those not reported 
to the police, from Individuals age 12 or 
older In a nationally representative sam­
ple of households. This report contains 

data on personal crimes of violence and 
theft. Violent crimes measured by the 
NCS are rape, robbery, aggravated as­
sault, and simple assault. Personal thefts 
Include larcenies wIth contact (purse 
snatching and pocket plcklng) and larce­
nies without direct contact between victim 
and offender. Data on homicides were 
obtained from the Uniform Crime Reports 
(UCR), collected by the FBI. 

Victimization rates 

• Both younger and older teenagers were 
much more likely to be violent crime vic­
tims than were adults (table 1). From 
1985 through 1988, older teenagers were 
almost 3 times more likely than adults to 
experience a violent crime, and younger 
adolescents were more than twice as 
likely as were adults. For every 1,000 
adolescents age 12 to 15, there were 62 
violent crimes annually. compared to 72 
violent crimes for every 1,000 teens age 
16 to 19 and 26 for every 1,000 adults. 

Table 1. Average annual vlctlmlzaUon rates and number 
of victimizations, by age of victim and type of crime, 1985-8S 

Age of victim 
200r 

Type of crIme 12-15 16-19 older 

Victimization m. 

Crimes of violence 61.6 72.4 26.0 
Rape .9 2.3 .6 
Robbery 9.2 10.0 4.8 
Aggravated assault 13.1 22.2 7.2 
Simple assault 38.3 37.9 13.4 

Crimes of theft 113.6 122.5 62.4 
Personal larceny 

With contact 3.3 3.0 2.6 
Without contact 110.3 119.5 59.8 

Number 01 vlo\lmlzatlone 

Crimes of violence" 834,623 1,056,961 4,383,799 
Rape 11,800 32,884 101.501 
Robbery 125,159 146,622 802,978 
Aggravated assault 177.916 324,344 1,217,205 
Simple assault 519.748 553,111 2,262,116 

Crimes of theft 1,540,112 1.788,546 10,522,143 
Personal larceny 

With contact 44,516 44,500 433,951 
Without contact 1,495,597 1,744,046 10,088.192 

Number of persons 
In agegroup 13,554.626 14,594,898 168.699,541 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of rounding. The victimization rata Is the annual 
average of the number ofvlctlmlzations for 1985-88 per 1.000 persons In each age group. 
"Annual average for 1985-88. 
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• The risks of experiencing specific types 
of violent crime were much higher for 
teenagers than for adults. Younger and 
older teenagers were twice as likely as 
adults to experience a robbery (9.2 and 
10.0 versus 4.8 par 1,000). Older 
teenagers were 3 times as likely as adults 
to be a victim of an aggravated or a sim­
ple assault. Although younger teenagers 
were less likely than older ones to experi­
ence an aggravated assault, they were 
still twice as likely as adults to fall victim 
to this crime and 3 times as likely as 
adults to experience a simple assault. 

• Teenagers In both age groups were 
about twice as likely as adults to experi­
ence personal larcenies (thefts) without 
contact. Larceny victimization rates were 
110 per 1,000 younger adolescents, 119 
per 1,000 older teenagers, and 60 per 
1,000 adults. Teenagers and adults had 
sImilar rates for personal larceny with 
contact. 

• The percentage of crimes against teen­
agers Is much higher than the proportion 
of adolescents In the population, reflecting 
their greater risk of crime. Teenagers age 
12 to 19 experienced 1.9 million violent 
crimes and 3.3 million crimes of theft an­
nually from 1985 to 1988. These totals 
represented 30% of all violent crimes and 
24% of all crimes of theft, even though 
teenagers constituted only 14% of the 
population age 12 or older. Thirty-two 
percent of all simple assaults, 31% of all 
rapes, 29% of all aggravated assaults, 
and 25% of all robberies were committed 
against teenagers. 

• Older teens were more likely than 
younger ones to be victims of rape, ag­
gravated assault, and personal larceny 
without contact. The two groups of 
teenagers had similar victimiZation rates 
for robbery, simple assault, and personal 
larceny with contact. 

• The NCS has shown that certain groups 
- specifically males, blacks, and central 
city residents - have higher victimization 
rates than others. Adolescents In these 
risk groups were generally more likely 
than other teenagers to be violent crime 
victims. 

2 Teenage Victims 

• For both younger and older teenagers, 
males had higher rates of violent crime 
than females (table 2). Among younger 
teenagers, these differences between 
males and females were especially pro­
nounced for robbery; the robbery rate 
for males age 12 to 15 was about 4 times 
higher than the rate for females. Older 
teenage males were mora than twice as 
likely as females age 16 to 19 to be vic­
tims of an aggravated assault. 

• Black teenagers were more likely to 
be victims of robbery or aggravated 
assault than white teenagers. Younger 
black and younger white adolescents age 
12 to 15 had similar simple assault rates; 
older black teens were less likely than the 
whites age 16 to 19 to experience this 
crime. 

• Teenagers who lived In central cities 
had a higher risk of violent crime than 
teenagers In suburban and nonmetropoll­
tan areas. Younger and older teenagers 

In central cities were about 3 times more 
likely to be nobbed than theIr counterparts 
In nonmetropolltan areas. For both age 
groups, aggr,avated assault rates were 
highest for those In central cities. 

• Although HI.!'lpanlcs age 12 to 15 were 
less likely to be Violent crime victims than 
non-Hispanic f:ldolascents, Hispanic and 
non-Hispanic h~enagers age 16 to 19 had 
similar violent clrlme victimization rates. 
For both age gmups, Hispanics were as 
likely as non-Hh,panlcs to experience a 
robbery. 

• Within specific risk groups, older teen­
agers were generally more likely than 
younger ones to b\3 violent crime victims. 
Some exceptIons were found for robbery. 
YoungeI' teenagers were as likely as older 
ones to fall vlct1m to robbery If they -

-were male, 
-lived In central cities, or 
-lived In non metropolitan areas. 

Tobie 2. VlctlmlzaUon rates, by age and selected characteristics of vIctim, 1985-88 

Type of crlmo and age of victim 

Crimes Aggravated Simple 
Victim of violence" Robbe~ assault assault 
characteristic 12·15 16-19 12·15 16-19 12·15 16-19 12·15 16-19 

Sex 
Male 78.2 93.4 14.4 12.9 18.1 32.3 45.5 48.0 
Female 44.1 51.2 3.9 7.2 7.9 12.1 30.8 27.7 

Race 
White 60.5 72.0 8.2 9.2 11.9 20.7 39.B 40.1 
Black 69.2 74.B 13.8 14.8 1B.9 30.5 34.3 26.2 
Other 53.5 70.4 13.3 10.4 16.5 23.6 22.5 36.5 

Ethnlcity 
Hispanic 47.2 60.2 10.4 12.7 7.9 16.9 2B.O 30.2 
Non·Hlspanlc 63.0 73.5 9.1 9.8 13.6 22.7 39.4 38.S 

Location of residence 
Metropolitan 

Central city 79.7 B9.2 17.7 15.6 1B.3 29.5 42.5 41,1 
Suburbs 56.7 6B.1 S.7 9.7 11.0 19.8 38.2 36,B 

Nonmetropolitan 51.8 61.3 5.1 4.6 11.5 18.4 34.5 36,2 

Note: Rates are average annual rates for 19B5-BB per 1,000 persons. 
"'ncludes data on rape, not displayed as a separate category. 



• Teenagers who lived In households 
headed by a single parent were more 
likely to be violent crime victims than teen­
agers who lived In households headed by 
a married couple (table 3). Violent crime 
victimization rates for teenagers who lived 
In households headed by a single mother 
and those headed by a single father gen­
erally did not differ. 

Trends In personal crime 

• In recent years tho risk of violent crime 
has Increased somewhat for teenagers 
but not for adults (table 4). Violent crime 
rates for teenagers age 12 to 15 did not 
show a consistent trend although the 
rates were higher In 1987 and 1988 than 
In 1980.1 For teenagers age 16 to 19, the 
rate of vloleni crime Increased from a low 
of 65.7 per 1,000 In 1986 to 78.9 In 1988, 
but the rates of violent crime for adults re­
mained relatively stable after 1985. 

• For both teenagers and adults, the likeli­
hood of experiencing personal theft de­
creased during this period. In 1979, 
victimization rates for crimes of theft were 
147.4 per 1,000 for younger teens, 148.3 
for older teens, and 82.5 for adults. In 
1988 the rates were 117.5, 123.0, and 
64.2, respectively. 

Severity of crimes against 
younger teens 

e The severity of violent crime Incidents 
can be measured In part by the proportion 
of physical attacks against victims, the 
weapons used to attack or threaten vic­
tims, and the extent of victim inJuries. 
NCS data suggest that crimes against 
younger teenagers were less serious than 
those against adults but that violent 
crimes against older teenagers and adults 
tended to be similar In severity. 

• Violent crimes against younger teens 
age 12 to 15 were more serious than 
crimes against older victims in one re­
spect. Younger teen victims were more 
likely than older teen and adult victims 
to have been physically attacked by the 
offender (table 5).2 

1 Some of this Increase may result from July 1986 
changes In procedures for Interviewing parsons age 
12 or 13; sea Methodology. 
2 Violent crimes, as defined In the NCS, Include Inci­
dents where an offender threatened as well as those 
where the offender physically attacked. 

Table 3. Vlolant crime rates, by household composition 
and age of victim, 1985-87 

Annual rate of crime ~er 1,000 2!!rsons 
Crimes Aggravated Simple 

Household of vlolencea 
Robba~ assault assault 

com!lQsltion 12-15 16-19 12-15 16-19 12-15 16-19 12-15 16-19 

Houllhold hHdld by: 

Married couple with children 48.3 51.5 7.2 5.8 8.6 14.8 31.7 30.0 
Children only 48.0 53.8 7.2 5.1 8.4 16.0 31.7 32.0 
Children and others 49.7 48.0 7.0 6.9 9.5 12.9 31.8 26.8 

Sln91e father with children 84.4 95.0 19.5 21.3 9.2' 30.8 52.0 37.1 
Children only 76.3 109.9 6.7* 31.1 11.3' 30.6 54.6 45.0 
Children and others 95.2 82.4 36.3 13.1* 6.5' 31.0 48.6 30.4 

Single mother with children 91.3 90.3 15.2 13.8 21.9 33.0 53.3 40.7 
Children only 102.8 94.7 15.2 14.2 24.2 34.3 62.7 42.3 
Children and others 61.2 85.0 15.1 13.4 15.7 31.5 28.5 38.9 

Note: Rates are average annual rateB for 1985-87 
par 1,000 parsons. 
*Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer semple cases; 

see Methodology. 
alncludes data on rape, not displayed as a separate 
category. 

Table 4. Trends In annual victimization rates, by sga of victim, 1979-88 

T:t2!! of crime and age of victim 
Crimes of violence Crimes of theft 

20 or 200r 
Year 12-15 16-19 older 12-15 16-19 older 

1979 59.2 77.4 32.2 147.4 148.3 82.5 
1980 53.5 73.9 31.1 122.8 126.9 76.7 
1981 64.8 74.6 33.1 133.5 135.3 77.7 
1982 56.2 76.2 32.8 1~2.9 130.2 75.1 
1983 55.9 70.9 29.3 13M 121.1 69.9 
1984 57.4 71.4 28.6 124.3 122.4 64.2 
1985 59.3 71.3 26.6 112.7 123.9 62.5 
1986 59.7 65.7 25.6 112.4 119.4 60.8 
1987 64.4 73.8 25.6 112.1 123.9 61.9 
1988 ~Y,.3 78.9 26.1 117.5 123.0 64.2 

Note: Tho victimization rate Is the number of victimizations per 1,000 persons In each age group. 

Table 5. Physical attacks In vlolant crimea, by ago of Victim, 1985-88 

Percentage of crimes with physical 
attacks, e:t age of victim 

200r 
Type of crime 12-15 16-19 older 

Crimes of violence' 60% 53% 46% 

Robbery 58 53 55 
Aggravated asseult 59 46 42 
Simple asseult 60 54 44 

• Includos data on rape, not displayed as a separate cate90ry. 
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• Other crime characteristics suggest that Table 6. Percentaue of weapons In violent crimea, bV age of victim, 1985-88 
crimes agalnst younger teens were less 
serious than those against older teens 
and adults: 

• Younger leen violent crime victims were 
less likely than older teen and adult vic­
tims to have been attacked or threatened 
by an offender armed with a weapon 
(table 6). Older teenage and adult victims 
were twice as likely as younger teens to 
face a violent offender armed with a gun 
(12% and 13% versus 5%). 

• Younger teenage victims who were 
physically attacked and therefore at risk 
of sustaining Injury were less likely to be 
Injured than comparable adults (tabla 7). 

• Crimes against younger teens were as 
serious as crimes against adults In these 
ways: 

- Similar proportions of younger teen 
and adult robbery vIctims were physically 
attacKed. 

- The proportion of Injuries among 
younger teenagers and adults who were 
physically attacked during an assault did 
not differ. 

o Of violent orlme victims who sustalned 
Injuries, younger teenagers were less 
likely than adults and somewhat less 
likely than older teenagers to receive 
medical care (table 8). The differences 
between younger teenagers alld adults 
were especially pronounced for robbery. 
Of victims Injured during a robbery, about 
1 In 4 younger teenage victims, but about 
11n 2 adults, obtained medical care (23% 
versus 57%). 

4 Teenage Victims 

Ty.e!! of crime and age of victim 
Crimes of violence' Robbe!! Aggravat~d assault 

Type of 200r 20 or 20 or 
we~n 12·16 16-19 older 12·16 16-19 older 12·16 16-19 older 

T-lltal 100% 100% 100% 100% 1000/0 100% 1000/0 1000/0 1000/0 

No weapon GO 67 66 62 43 36 4 6 8 

Weapon 26 38 36 29 46 62 08 114 94 
Gun 6 12 13 8 18 21 16 31 59 
Knife 7 10 9 9 17 17 26 23 21 
Other 12 14 12 12 14 12 47 37 S6 
Type not 
ascertalned 2 2 2· 1· 2 7 3 4 

Unknown 6 7 9 9 9 13 ... .. " 
Note: Percentages may not total 100% bllcause of "Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; 
rounding. If the offender had more than one see Methodology. 
weapon, the crime Is classified by the most sorlous -Includos data on rape and on 31m pie assaults, 
weapon preSllnt. which by definition cannot be commltl9d by an 
-LeBs than 0.5%. armed offender. 

Table 7. Injuries In violent crimes, by age of victim, 1985-S8 

Inlurles as a eercent of: 
All vlcUmlzations All eh~slcal attacks 

20 or 200r 
Type of crime 12·16 16-19 older 12·15 16-19 older 

Crimes of violence" 34% 32% 30% 66% 61% 64% 

Robbery 27 30 36 47 66 64 
Aggravallld assault 41 36 31 69 79 75 
Simple assault 33 30 26 64 55 69 

"Includes data on rape, not displayed as a separate cate90ry. 

Table 8. Medical care In violent crimes, by age of victim, 1985-88 

Medical care received b}! victim as a e!!rcent of: 
All crimes Crimes with Inlurles 

20 or 20 or 
Type of crime 12·16 16-19 older 12·16 16-19 oldar 

Crimes of violence" 13% 16% 15% 39% 47% 62% 

Robbery 6 13 20 23 45 67 
Aggravallld assault 23 21 22 68 68 69 
Simple assault 12 12 10 35 40 38 

"Includes data on rape, not displayed as a separate category. 



• Teenagers age 12 to 15 were less likely 
than older teens or adults to state that 
the offenders were under the Influence 
of alcohol or drugs during a violent crime 
(table 9). Younger teen victims were 
much less likely than older ones to Indi­
cate that the offonders were under the 
Influence of alcohol (6% versus 24%). 

Severity of crime against older teens 

• In general, crimes against older teen­
agers age 16 to 19 were as serious as 
those against adults: 

• Older teen and adult victims of robbery 
and aggravated assault were equally 
Ukely to be physically attacked (table 5). 

• About 36% of older teenage and adult 
victims faced an armed offender during a 
violent crime (table 6). Similar proportions 
01 older teens and adults were victimized 
by offenders with guns or knives. 

• Older teenagers and adults were 
equally likely to sustain Injuries during 
vlor.~nt attacks (table 7). 

• In two respects, crimes 01 violence 
against older teens were less serious 
than those against adults: 

- Older teen victims of robberies were 
somewhat less likely than adults to sus~ 
taln InJuries. 

- Older teenagers Injured during 
a robbery or aggravated assault were 
somewhat less likely than Injured adult 
victims to obtain medical care. 

• The proportions of older teen and adult 
victims who felt that the offenders were 
under the Influence of drugs or alcohol 
were not measurably different (table 9). 

Offender characteristics 

• Crimes against teenagers were more 
likely than crimes against adults to Involve 
victims and offenders of thl:i same sex, 
race, and age (table 10). 

• Male teenage victims were more likely 
than male adult victims to be victimized by 
male offenders. The proportion of violent 
crimes committed against women by fe­
male offenders was highest for those age 
12 to 15 and lowest for adults. 

Table V. Offenders undor the lnfluenco of alcohol or drugs, 
.. perceived by the victim, by ago of victim, 1981418 

Percent of vIolent crIme 
VIctims' perception 20 or 
of offender 12·15 16-19 older 

Toto! 100% 100% 100% 

Offender under Influence 14 37 40 
Alcohol ollly 6 24 22 
Drugs only 5 7 7 
Alcohol and dru9s 2 5 9 
Not Bure which substance l' 2 2 

Offender not undor Innuence 38 29 18 
Old not know H offender 
under Influence 49 41 42 

under the Influence. Note: Percentages may not total 100% because of 
roundIng. For crImes commItted by multiple offend· 
ers, victims IndIcated If at least one offender was 

-EstImate Is based on 10 or fewer sample caseSj 
Gee Mathoda/ogy. 

Table 10. Sex of offender(s), by sex and ago of victim, 1985-88 

Sex and age of victim 
Type of crIme Male Female 
and sex of 20 or 200r 
o!funder(s) 12·15 16·19 older 12·15 16·19 older 

Crlm •• of vIolence-
All male 94% 93% S8% 38% 63% 77% 
All female 2 1 5 54 91 16 
Male and femala 2 3 4 7 4 4 
Sex unknown 2 3 4 2 2 3 

Robbery 
AI/ male 94% 94% 88"10 60"10 71% 74% 
AI/female -' 2- 4 26 19 8 
Male and female 3" 3' 5 13' 4' 5 
Sex unknown 3- 2- 3 -- 6- 3 

Aggravated assault 
All male 93% 89% 870/0 54"10 64% 74% 
AU female a- 2' 6 35 28 15 
Male and female 2" 5 3 8- 6 6 
Sex unknown 3- 5 5 3' 2' 4 

SImple assault 
All male 94% 96% 89% 27% 55% 75% 
AI/female 2 1" 4 64 40 20 
Male and female '1 2 4 6 4 4 
Sex unknown 2 2 3 2- 1- 2 

Note: Percentagas may not total 100% becaUse of 
roundIng. 
-Less than 0.5%. 

see MElthoda/ogy. 
·'ncludes data on rapa, not dIsplayed as a separate 
cate90ry. 

-Estimate Is based on 10 or lawer sample caseSj 
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• '----
• The differences In the extent of crimes Table 11. Rae» of offender(8), by race and age of victim, 1985-88 
committed by women were especially pro-
nounced for simple assault. About 64% Race a"d age of vlcdm 
of the simple assaults aga/nst younger Type of trlmG White Black 

female teenagers were commttted by andrac90f 20 or 20 or 
offender(s) 12·16 16-19 older 12·16 16-19 older 

female offenders, compared with 40% 
of the simple assaults against females Crlm .. of vlol.nce-
age 16 to 19 and 200/0 of those against WhIte 76% 74"1. 71% 9% 9% 11% 

adult women. Black 13 16 18 81 82 79 
Other 4 6 4 4 2' 3 
Offenders of 

" Younger white teanage victims were different races 3 3 2 2' 4 2 
more likely than white adults to experl- Race unknown or 

enca a vlo'lent crime committed by a white not ascertaIned 4 3 4 4 4 5 

offender (table 11). For black teenagers Robbery 
and black adults, about 4 out of every 5 White 50% 52% 46% 4% 6% 6% 

vlolant crimes were commttted by a black Black 34 29 40 81 83 81 

offender. Other 6 7 6 5' 2' 4 
Offenders of 
dIfferent racea 5 7 4 3' 9' 2 

Race unknown or 
not ascertaIned 6 5 4 6' .. ' 6 

Aggravated assault 
White 78% 73% 71% 1~% 9% 8% 
Black 9 14 17 80 80 82 
Other 6 6 4 l' l' 1 
Offendorsof 

dlHerent racas 2' 3 2 2' 3' 2 
Race unknown or 
not ascertaIned 5 4 6 6' 7 6 

SImple assault 
White 81% 80% 79% 9% 12"1., 17% 
Black 11 12 13 83 83 76 
Other 4 6 4 4' 2' 3 
Offenders of 
dlffer!!nt races 2 2 2' l' l' 

RIl,~ unJtJ10wn or 
not ascertaIned 3 2 3 3' 2' 3 

f--' 
Note: Percentages may not total 100% because see Methodology. a' roundIng. -Includes data on rape, not dIsplayed as a separate 
-LeBS than 0.6%. category. 
'Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; 
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-
• Younger teenage violent crime victims 
were more likely than older ones to report 
that the offenders were under age 1 e 
(table 12). Violent crimes against older 
teenagers were more likely than those 

Table 12. Age of offenc:ler(a), 
by age of victim, 1~ 

All!! of victim 
Type of crime and 200r 
all!! of offender{sl 12-15 16-19 oider 

Crlrnn of vlolenota 

Under 21 81% 66% 16% 
Unciar 12 2 l' l' 
12-14 31 1 1 
15-17 30 21 4 
18-20 7 24 9 
Mixed ages, under 21 11 9 2 

21-29 5 21 36 
30 or over 7 9 33 
Other mixed agell 4 8 8 
Age unknown or 
not aSCijrtalned 4 6 7 

Robbery 
Under 21 84% 52% 22% 

Under 12 2' --' .-' 
12-14 24 l' 1 
15-17 31 17 5 
18-20 9 19 12 
Mixed, under 21 18 15 4 

21-29 4 22 36 
30 or over 2· 6 20 

Other mixed aglls 6 13 12 
Age unknown 01 
not aacertalned 4 8 11 

Aggravated assault 
Under 21 75% 48% 16% 

Under 12 3 
_. --. 

12-14 24 l' 1 
15-17 31 16 3 
18-20 5 22 9 
Mixed, under 21 12 9 2 

21-29 6 19 34 
30 or over 10 12 33 
Other mIxed agll8 4 12 8 
Age unknown or 
not allCllrtalned 6 9 9 

Simple assault 
Under 21 83% 62% 14% 

Under 12 2 -' --' 
12-14 36 2 1 
15-17 30 26 4 
18-20 6 27 8 
Mixed, under 21 8 8 1 

21-29 5 22 37 
30 or over 6 8 37 
Other mixed age8 3 5 6 
Age unknown or 
not aacertalntll 4 3 5 

Nole: Percentages may not total 100% because 
of rounding. 
-LEISS than 0.5%. 
'Estimate Is based on 10 or fElwer sample casas; 
soe MDthodology. 
-Includes data on rape, not displayed as B sepa-
rate category. 

against younger teens or adults to have 
been committed by persons age 18 to 20. 
Adult victims were more likely t1'lan teen­
ager.,. to Indicate that violent offenders 
were age 21 or older. 

• Some exceptions to the general findings 
for victim and offender characteristics 
were found tor assault. The following 
proportions were not measurably 
different: 

Table 13. Vlctlm-offenc:ler relationship, 
by. of victim, 188N18 

Type of crime and All!! of victim 
victim-offender 20 or 
relationshl!! 12-15 18-19 oider 

Crlmn of Violence-
Spouse,ex-spouse -%. 1%' 7% 
Parent 1 2 -' 
Other relative 2 2 3 
WeU known 23 19 18 
Casual acquaintance 26 19 13 
Stranger 44 52 53 
Unknown or 
not aacerialned 4 6 5 

Robbery 
Spouse, ex-spouse 

_. 
2% 4% 

Parllnt 1· 1· --. 
Other relative -' l' 2 
WeUknown 16 15 10 
Casual acquaintance 12 13 5 
Stranger 68 62 73 
Unknown or 

not aacertalned 3 7 7 

Aggravated assault 
Spouse, ex-spouse 

_. -' 6% 
Parent 2· 2· 1· 
Other relative 1· 2· 3 

WeU known 18 18 15 
Casual acqualntanca 25 14 13 
Stranger 48 E6 55 
Unknown or 

not ascertained 7 8 7 

Simple assault 
Spouse, ex-spouse 

_. 
1% 9% 

Parent 1· 2 -" 
Other relative 3 2 4 
WeUknown 26 21 22 
Casual acquaintance 29 24 15 
Stranger 37 49 46 
Unknown or 
not ascertained 4 2 4 

Nole: Percanlages may nollotal100% because 
of rounding. Multlple-offeilder vlctlmlzatJons are 
classJned by the most Intimate relationship ba-
tween the victim and one of the offenders. 
-Less than 0.5%. 
'Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; 
see Methodology. 
-Inciudes data on rape, not displayed as a sepa-
rate calegory. 

- aggravated assauhs committed by 
men against older male teenagers and 
those against adult men 

- simple assaults committed by black 
offenders against white teenagers and 
those against white adults 

- simple assaults by offenders who 
were estimated to be from age 15 to 17 
against younger teenagers and those 
against older teenagers. 

Vlctlm-offender relatlonsh Ip 

• Violent crime victims age 12 to 1 ti were 
much more likely than adults to Indicate 
that the offender was well known or a cas­
ual acquaintance (table 13). Robberies 
and assaults against younger teens were 
about twice as likely as those against 
adults to have been committed by a 
casual acquaintance. 

• The proportions of crimes committed by 
persons who were well known did not dif­
fer for older teenage and adult violent 
crime victims. 

• About 2% of tefilnage victims of violent 
crime Indicated that the offender was a 
parent; an additional 2% said that another 
relative committed the crime. These fig­
ures may underestimate the extent of 
family violence against teenagers. 

NCS data about family violence 
and sexual abuse 

Survey findings may underreport the extent of 
family violence committed against teenagers, 
as well as against adults, for reasons such as 
the following: 

• Many victims of family violence do not 
perceive \heir experiences as crimes. 

• Because of the shame lhat they may feel 
about abuse, many victims are reluctanl to 
speak of \heir experiences. 

• Although NCS field representatives are en­
couraged to interview each respondent privately 
if possible, there may be other falrily members 
presenl during the survey interview. It the of­
fender is presen~ the victim will probably not 
feel free to describe the victimization. 

The NCS obtains data on crimes from inter· 
views with household merrbers age 12 or older. 
Because of this, infonnation on child abuse is 
not available. See Family Violence, NCJ· 
93449, April 1984, for further discussion. 
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Place of occurrence 

• The likelihood of experiencing a crime 
In a particular location Is Influenced by the 
amount of time spent In that location rela­
tive to other places. Because teenagers 
spend a high proportion of their time In 
school, they are much more likely than 
adults to experience a violent crime or 
personal theft In school buildings or on 
school property (table 14). 

• About half of al\ violent crimes and 63% 
of crimes of theft against teens age 12 to 
19 took place on the street, In a school 
building, or on school property, such as 
a playground, parking lot, or school bus. 

• Adolescents age 12to 15 were about 
twice as likely as older teens to experi­
ence crimes In a school building or on 
school property. About 37% of violent 
crimes and 81% of crimes of theft against 
younger teenagers occurred at school, 

Table 14. Place of occurrence of personal crlmee, 
by age of victim, 11MJ5.88 

T:ie! of crime and age of victim 
Crimes of violence Crimes of theii* 

200r 20 or 
Place of occurrence 12-15 16-19 older 12-15 16-19 oider 

Total 100% 100% 10\1% 100% 100% 100% 

At school 57 17 2 81 39 6 
In building 20 9 1 74 30 3 
On property 17 8 1 7 9 3 

Stroot 25 26 22 2 6 12 
Near victim's home 11 7 13 
At victim's home 4 8 18 
Home of friend, relative, or 

nel9hbor 8 11 9 3 11 9 
Park, field, or playgroundb 5 5 2 2 2 2 
Public transportation, 
parking lot 5 13 11 3 21 39 

Restaurant, commercial 
building 2 8 15 4 12 19 

Other place 3 5 8 5 8 13 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% because which comprise most crimes of theft, cannot by deH-
of rounding. Qlt10n occur at or near home. 
-Excludes personal larcenies with contact occurring Excludes school playgrounds, which are classified 
at or near home. Personal larcenies without contact, as on school property. 

Table 15. Place of occurrence of robberle. and aaaauita against teenagers, 1985-88 

T:ie! of crime and age of victim 
Aggravated SImple 

Robbe!I assault assault 
Place of occurrence 12-15 16-19 12-15 16-19 12-15 16-19 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

At school 32 9 23 9 43 24 
In building 19 4 9 4 24 13 
On property 13 5 14 5 19 11 

Street 35 38 28 27 21 22 
Near victim's home 9 6 13 9 11 7 
At victim's home 4 10 5 7 4 7 
Home of friend, 
relative, or neighbor 4 9 12 11 7 11 

Park, field, or playground" 5 5 6 8 5 4 
Public transportation, 
parking lot 5 15 7 15 4 12 

Restaurant, commercial 
building 4 5 1 9 3 9 

Other place 2 4 5 5 2 5 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% because of rounding. 
"Excludes school playgrounds, whlci! ara classified as on school property. 

8 Teenage Victims 

compared with 17% of the violent crimes 
and 39% of the crimes of theft against 
older teens. About 1 In 4 violent crimes 
against teenagers In both age groups oc­
currfld on the street. 

• Younger teens were more likely than 
older ones to be robbed or assaulted at 
school, but the two age groups had simi­
lar proportions of robberies and assaults 
that occurred on the street (table 15). 

School crime versus street crime 

• Violent crimes against teenagers that 
took place In school or on school property 
were much less likely than street crimes 
to have been committed by an armed of­
fender (table 16). Violent street crimes 
against teens were 3 times as likely as 
crimes In school buildings to have been 
committed by an offender with a weapon 
(37% versus 12%). 

• Other characteristics suggest that 
school crimes and street crimes against 
teens were similar In severity. Similar 
proportions of victims of violent crimes In 
school buildings and on the street were 

Table 16. Characterlstlcs of violent 
crimes against teenagers, by place 
of occurrence, 1985-88 

Crimes against 
teenagers age 12-19 

In On school Crlmo 
characterlstlc school property Stroet 

Weapon pl'ftent 
Yes 12% 21% 37% 
No 82 73 53 
Unknown or 

not ascertained 6 6 9 

V.lctlm attaoked 
Yes 56 61 53 
No 44 39 47 

Victim Injured 
Yes 26 31 32 
No 74 69 68 

ReportCid to the police 
Yes 9 22 37 
No 90 77 62 
Unknown or 
not ascertained 1" 2" 1" 

Average annual 
number of crimes 258,569 225,195 476,365 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% be­
cause of rounding. 
"Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample 
cases; see Methodology. 
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physically attacked. Teen victims of 
school crimes and street crimes were 
equally likely to sustain Injuries. Although 
violent crimes on school property were 
somewhat more Ukely than those on the 
street to Involve physical attacks, the pro­
portions of victims who were injured did 
not vary (31 % versus 32%). 

Table 17. Ch..-.cWIaUca of offender(a) 
In violent crllTIH lIgalnat twn8ger8, 
by place of occurrence, 1885-88 

Crimes against 
teenagers aAe 12-19 

In On school Offender 
characteristic school property Street 

S.X of offend.r(.) 
Male 
Female 
Male and female 
Unknown or 
not ascertained 

R_ of off.nd'r(') 
White 
Black 
Other 
Offenders of 

dlfferent races 
Unknown or 
not ascertained 

Ag. of offend.r(') 

68% 71% 
~9 24 
2" 3 

2 2 

70% 64% 
21 27 
4 4 

3 1" 

2 3 

84% 
10 
3 

3 

55% 
31 

5 

3 

5 

Under 21 95% 90% 61% 
Under 12 -" 1" 1" 
12-14 35 32 9 
15-17 45 38 21 
18-20 8 10 18 
Mixed ages, under 21 7 11 13 

21-29 1" 2 17 
30 or over 1" 1" 5 
Other mixed ages -" 3 8 
Unknown or 
not ascertained 2 3 8 

R.latlon.hlp to victim-
Relative -' 
Well known 22 
Casual acquelntance 38 
Stranger 36 
Unknown or 
not ascertained 3 

Average annual 

--' 
24 
32 
39 

4 

1% 
13 
13 
66 

7 

number of crimes 258,569 225,195 476,365 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% because 
of rounding. 
-less than 0.5%. 
"Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; 
see Msthodology. 
-eased on 1987-88 data with these average totals: 
278,485 crimes In school; 220,923 crimes on 
school property; and 467,183 crimes on the street. 

II Violent offenders cpmmitting c.rimes in 
school buildings were mora likely than 
those committing crimes in the l;ltreet 
to be -

-under age 21 (95%), 
- white (70%), 
- well known or casual acquaintances 

of the victim (60%), and 
-female (29%) (table 17). 

• Teen victims of violent street crime were 
more likely to face offenders who were­

-male (84%), 
- strangers (66%), 
- nonwhite (39%), and 
- age 21 or older (30%), 

Reportlr,g crimes to the police 

• Although teenagers were more likely 
than aduks to be c~me victims, crimes 
against adults were the most likely and 
crimes against teenagers age 12 to 15 
were generally the least likely to be fe­
ported to law enforcement authorities 
~table 18},3 Vlol~nt crimes against adults 
were reported to the police at almost twice 
the rate of violent crimes against victims 
age 12 to 15 (54% versus 29%). The 

3 The apparent differences In police reporling rates for 
rape Were not statistically significant because of the rel­
ative low Incidence of this crime. Police rep:lrling rates 
for simple assaults against younger and older adoles­
cents did not differ. 

Table 18. Crimea reported to the police, by age of 'victim, 1985-88 

Type of crime 
and age of victim 

Crime. of vlol.nce 
12-15 
16-19 
20 or older 

Rape 
12-15 
16-19 
20 or older 

Robbery 
12-15 
16-19 
20 or older 

Aggravated assault 
12-15 
16-19 
~O or older 

Simple assault 
12-16 
16-19 
20 or older 

Crime. of theft 
12-15 
16-19 
20 or older 

PersOnal larceny 
with contact 

12-15 
16-19 
2e or older 

Personal larceny 
without contact 

12-15 
16-19 
20 or older 

Reported to the pollee 
Unknown or 

Total Yes No not ascertained 

100% 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100% 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

29% 70% 
38 61 
54 45 

65 35" 
47 53 
53 46 

30 69 
42 57 
62 37 

39 60 
50 48 
62 37 

25 74 
29 70 
46 53 

7% 91% 
19 79 
32 67 

7" 90 
22 76 
41 58 ' 

7 91 
19 79 
31 . 67 

1% 
1 
1 

--" -_. 
2 

1" 
1" 
1" 

1" 
2 
1 

1" 
1 

2% 
2 
1 

3" 
~ 
? 

2 
2 
1 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% I:>ecause of r,oundJng. 
"Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; see Methado/pgy. 

--less than 0.5%. 
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proportion of theft~ reported to the police 
was 4 times higher for adult victims than 
for younger teens (32%versus 7%). 
Each year from 1985 through 1988, an 
average of 1.2 ~lIlIon violent crimes and 
2.8 million crimes of theft against teens 
age 12 to 19 were not reported to the 
police. 

• Police reporting rates for violent crimes 
against teenagers were much higher for 
Incidents that occurred on the street than 
for those at school (table 16). About 37% 
of violent crimes that occurred on the 
street were reported to the police, com­
pared with 9% of violent crimes that took 
place In school buildings and 22% of 
those on school property. 

• Crimes against teenagers, especially 
younger adolescents, may not have bean. 
reported to the police because the victims 
told another authority figure, such as a 
parent or school official (table 19). Re· 
porting the crime to someone else was 
mentioned as the most Important reason 
for not calling the police In 23% of violent 
crimes against teens age 12 to 15, 9% of 
those against persons age 16 to 19, and 
7% of crimes against adults. 

s Teenage victims (age 12 to 19) of per· _ 
sonal theft were more likely than adult· . -• 
victims to state that the police were not; . ; 
notified primarily because the Incident had 
been reported to someone else. Younger. 
teenage victims of thefts were about twice 
as likely as older teenagers and nearly 4 
times more likely than adults to give this 
response (46% versus 22% and 1~1o). 

• Many crimes taking place In school may 
/"",")t have been reported to the police be­
cause school officials had bean notified 
and had resolved the Incidents. In about 
37% of the violent crimes In school bUild­
Ings and 3~1o of those on school prop­
erty, the police were not called primarily 
because the crime was reported to some­
one else, compared to 5% of violent street 
crimes. 

Percent reported 
Place of to someone other 
occurrence than the police 

In school 37% 
On school 

property 32 
On the street 5 
Other place 6 
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Table 19. Moat Important reason for not reporting crimea to the police, 
by tvJXI o~ crime and age of vlcUm, 1885-88 

T~I!!! of crime and age of vlcUm 
Crimes of vlo!ance Crimes of theft 

Most Imporlant reason 
for not ree!!rting 12·15 16-19 

Total 100% 100% 

Object recovered 17 17 
Not Important 15 11 
Private maltsr 15 26 
Reporl9d to someone elsa 23 9 
Old no! reaOze It was a crime _t ..• 
Property hard to recover 

_. •• * 
Le.ck of proof 3 5 
Not Important to the police 6 6 
Police Inefficient 1 2 
Fear (If reprisal 6 5 
Too Inconvenient 1 3 
Other" 13 15 

Average annual 
number of crimes 
not reportod to .the police 581,163 647,143 

Note: Percentagss may not tollll100% because 
of rounding. 
-Len than 0.60/0. 
·Estlmate Is based on 10 or fewer sample casas; 
,",e Methodology. 

Teenagers and homicide 

.• Data on homicide, which Is not meas­
:ured by the NCS, can be obtained from 
;the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), Which 
'the FBI complies from reports submitted 
by law enforcement agericles.4 

• Law enforcement agencies provided 
Information for about 93% of the 20,610 
murders that occurred In 1986. The avail­
able data were adjusted to obtain esti­
mates of the total number of teenage 
homicide victims. These adjusted counts 
show that In 1986 an estimated 337 mur­
der victims were age 12 to 15 and 1,498 
victims were age 16 to Hl. 

,"Murder as defined In the UCR, Includes nonnegllgent 
'manslaughter bUt'8xcludes negllgont manslaullhter, 
'suicide, and Justlfiable homicide. 

20 or 20 or 
oider 12·15 16·19 oider 

100% 100% 100% 100% 

13 18 23 22 
7 12 12 10 

27 2 4 3 
7 46 22 12 
•• t 1 3 7 -.. 2 5 7 
7 6 12 13 
6 3 5 6 
4 _c 1 2 
6 

_. 
~. ... 

3 1 2 3 
19 8 10 13 

1,985,023 1,398,786 1,406,971 7,034,101 

·/ncludes respondents who reported other reasons, 
th06& who said no one reason was most Important, 
and those for whom the reason was not ascertained. 

• Adjusted homicide rates show that ado­
lescents age 12 to 15 comprised an age 
group with low homicide rates. Those 
age 20 to 34 had the highest murder 
rates, followed by teenagers age 16 
to 19 and adults age 35 to 49. 

Adjusted rate 
of homicide 

~ per 100,000 

Total 8.5 

Hi 2.1 
12·15 2.4 
16·19 10.1 
20·24 17.0 
26-34 15.4 
35-49 10.3 
50-64 5.8 
65 or older 4.3 

-I 



• Black teenagers had homicide rates that 
were 3 to 5 times higher than the rates for 
white teenagers; these differences were 
especially pronounced among male teen­
agers. Male teenagers generally had 
higher homicide rates than female tean­
agers; for whites age 12 to 15, however, 
homicide rates for males and females 
were virtually Identical. 

Race 
and sex 

White 
Ma.le 
Female 

Black 
Ma.le 
Female 

Adjusted homicide rate 
per 100,000 persons 
~ 16-19 

1.8 6.1 
1.8 8.7 
1.7 3.4 

6.3 33.6 
9.2 54.3 
3.3 12.6 

• Based on homicide data. with supple­
mental information, anaiysls reveals that 
offenders used a firearm in 58% of the 
murders of adolescents age 12 to 15 and 
in 67% of the murders of teenagers age 
16 to 19 (table 20). Offenders used a 
knife or cutting Instrument in about 1 ot 5 
murders Involving a teenage victim. 

• Offenders were more likely to use a 
firearm in the murders of black teenage 
victims than in those of white teenage vic­
tims; a firearm was used in about 75% of 
the murders of blacks age 16 to 19, com­
pared with 60% of the homicides of whites 
in that age group. For teenagers 12 to 15, 
65% of the murders of blacks and 53% of 
the murders of whites involved a firearm. 

• Data on homiCide incidents involving a 
lone victim and lone offender show that 
like adult homicide victims, most teenage 
victims - both male and female - were 
murdered by men (table 21). For both 
white and black teenagers, about 9 In 10 
were murdered by someone Cit the same 
race. About 61n 10 homicide victims age 
12 to 15 were murdered by offenders age 
12 to 19, and 37% of homicide victims 
age 16 to 19 were killed by persons age 
12 to 19 (table 22). About 8% of adult 
homicide victims were murdered by 
te·enagers. 

Table 20. W88ponl uNd In homicide., by age and race of victim, 1G8a 

Age and race of homicide victim 
12-15 1S-19 

Type of weapon Total' White Black Total' White Black 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Firearm 58 53 65 67 60 75 
Handgun 38 34 45 49 40 58 
Rlfte 6 7 4 6 7 4 
Shotgun 9 9 10 7 8 7 
Other gun 4 3 5 5 5 6 

Knife or cutting 
Instrument 20 20 20 20 23 17 

Blunt object 7 8 6 4 5 3 
Personal weapon 7 7 5 4 5 1 
Other 9 11 5 5 7 3 

Note: Percentages are calculated on unadjusted data. 
Percentages may not total 100% because of rounding. 

'Includes data on ·other races,· not displayed 
separately. 

T8bIe 21. Characteristics of lone victims 
and lone offenders In homicide., 
by age of vlQtlm. 1G86 

Ageofvlctfm 
Victim· offender 200r 
characteristics 12-19 older 

White victims 100% 1000/0 
White offenders 88 88 
Black offenders 11 11 
Other race offenders 1 1 
Unkncwn race 

Black victims 100% 100% 
White offenders a 5 
Black offenders 92 95 
Other race offenders 0 
Unknown race 

Malavlctlma 100% 100% 
Mala offenders 95 83 
Female offenders "5 17 
Unknown sex 0 

Female victims 100% 1000/0 
Male offenders 91 94 
Female offenders 9 6 
Unknown sex 0 0 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% because 
of rounding. Excludes.homlclde vlctlms bolonglng 
to other racial groups and victims whose race or 
gender was unknown. 
-Less than 0.50/0. 

Tablo 22. Age of lone offender 
In homicides, by age of lone victim, 1986 

Age of victim 
200r 

Aile of offender 1-11 12·15 16-19 older 

Total 100% '100% 100% 100% 

1-11 3 1 0 
12-15 3 26 6 1 
16-19 13 34 31 7 
20 or older 82 37 62 89 
Unknown age 3 2 3 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% because 
of rounding. Excludes vlctfms whose age was 
unknown. 
. -Loss than 0.5%. 
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Methodology 

The National Crime Survey (NeS) obtains 
Information about crimes, Including Inc/­
dents not reported to the police, from a 
continuous, nationally representative 
sample of households. The NCS mea­
sures crimes of violence (rape, robbery, 
aggravated assau~, and simple a88au~), 
crimes of theft (personal larceny with and 
without contact), and household crimes 
(burglary, household larceny, and motor 
vehicle theft). In 1988, 101,000 people In 
50,000 housing units partiCipated In the 
survey. 

Calculation of rates 

The rates In this report are annual aver­
age rates for the period 1985-88. The nu­
merator (x) of a given rate Is the sum of 
the crimes, that occurred each year from 
1985 through 1988; the denominator (y) Is 
the sum of Ihe annual population totals for 
these years. The average annual rate 
per 1,000 Is computed as follows: 

x1985 + ... + x1988 x 1000 
(y1985 + ... + y1988 

where x19851s the number of victimiza­
tions of xln 1985 and y19S5is the appro­
prlata population total for that year. 

Comparisons with first report 

In the previous report on teenage victims 
(Teenage Victims, NCJ-103138), serle~ 
crimes, which are three or more separate 
criminal events that the victim cannot de­
scribe In detail, were excluded. Because 
series crimes are Included In this report 
and are counted as one victimization, the 
victimization rates In this report are not 
comparable to the tables presented In the 
first report. In addition, beginning In 1985, 
minor changes were made In the classifi­
cation of robberies and assaults that oc­
curred in commercial establishments. 
The appendix table presents victimization 
rates that are comparable to the tables In 
this report for the period covered by the 
first report on teenage victims. 

Changes In the NCS questionnaire 

A revised NCS questionnaire was 
Introduced in July 1986. New response 
categories were added to a number of 
questions, Including those dealing with 
the place of occurrence of the crime, the 
victim's relationship to the offender, and 
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the reasons for not reporting crimes to the 
police. These new categories have been 
combined to make the questions compa­
rable to the data collected prior to July 
1986. 

In July 1986 the method of data collection 
changed for respondents who were age 
12 or 13. Prior to that time, a knowledge­
able adult proxy respondent provided In­
formation about nearly all persons age 12 
or 13. 8eglnnlng In July 1986, persons 
age 12 or 13 completed the IntervieW 
themselves, unless an adult member of 
the household Insisted on a proxy IntAr­
view. 

Household composition 

Household composition Is determined by 
the relationship of all persons In the unit 
to the reference person or head of house­
hold who Is generally age 18 or older. If a 

head of household Indicates baing mar­
ried but the spouse Is absent and not 
available to be IntervieWed, then the head 
of household Is categorized as being "sin­
gle." Household members are defined as 
children If they are age 18 or younger. 
Table 31n this report does not Include 
data on teenagers who are not children of 
the head of household but does Include 
teenage heads of household If they are 
married or are Single parents. 

Homicide dats 

The homicide counts were calculated 
from the Uniform Crime Reports, Supple" 
mentary Homicide Report for 1986. This 
data set Is available from the Inter-univer­
sity Consortium for Political and Social 
Research. Estimates of the U. S. resident 
population were used to calculate rates 
per 100,000 persons and were obtained 
from the U.S. Bureau of the Census, 

Appendix table. VIctimization ratas, and number of Victimizations, 
by age of victim and type of crime, 1982-84 

Aile of victim 
20 or 

Type of crime 12-15 16-19 oider 

Victimization rate 

Crimes of violence 56.5 72.9 30.2 
Rape 1.6 2.1 .7 
Robbery 9.7 11.6 5.6 
Aggravated assault 11.0 21.3 8.5 
Simple assault 34.3 37.8 15.4 

Crimos of theft 129.3 124.6 69.7 
Personal larceny 

With contact 3.0 3.0 3.0 
Without contact 126.3 121.6 66.8 

Number 01 victimization.' 

Crimea of violence 819.199 1,105,296 4,850.851 
Rape 22,527 32,466 113,004 
Robbery 140,444 176,592 903,372 
Aggravated assault 159,410 323,142 1,359,524 
Simple assault 496,819 573,097 2.474,950 

Crimes of theft 1,875,700 1,889,956 11,198,304 
Personal larceny 

With contact 43,510 45.909 475,302 
Without contact 1,832,100 1,844,047 10,723,002 

Number of persons 14,501,994 15.163,374 160,630,831 

Note: Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 'Annual average for 1982-84. 



Current Population Reports, Series P-25, 
No. 1022, United States Population Esti­
mat9s by Age, Sex, and Race, 1980-
1987. The authors adjusted homicide 
counts for missing data and calculated 
homicide rates. 

R8/~b"nyof~rl.on. 

All NCS comparisons presented In this re­
port were tested to determine If the differ­
ences were statistically slgnlfl~nt. Most 
comparisons passed a hypothesis test at 
the .05 level of statistical significance (or 
the 95% confidence level), meaning that 
the estimated difference between compar­
Isons was greater than twice the standard 
error of that difference. Statements quali­
fied by "somewhat" or "some evidence" 
were significant at the 90% level. 

The data tables note when estimates are 
based on 10 or fewer sample cases. 
Because standard errors cannot be com­
puted accurately for such estimates, it Is 
Inadvisable to compare estimates based 
on 10 or fewer sample cases to other 
small estimates. 

More Information on NCS sampling and 
estimation procedures can be obtained 
from Appendix III of Criminal Victimization 
In th9 United States, 1988 (NCJ-122024). 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Officefor Victims of Crime 

------ -- ---- ---- -------~-~~ 

The National Victims 
Resource Center 

. . , 

provides vital informa~ion 

The National Victims Resource Center 
(NVRC) is a national clearinghouse for vic­
tims information funded by the Office for 
Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice. 
Like the Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, 
sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS), the NVRC is one of several information 
resources maintained by the National Crimi­
nal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS). When 
you contact the NVRC, information special­
ists will provide you with access to the fol­
lowing resources: 

• More than 7,000 victim-related books and 
articles covering child physical and sexual 
abuse, victims services, domestic violence, 
victim-witness programs, and violent crime 
included in the NCJRS data base. 

• National victimization. 

• Federally sponsored victim-related re­
search studies. 

• Names, addresses, and telephone num­
bers of people to contact for information 
and assistance. 

• Information on State victims compensa­
tion programs funded by the Office for 
Victims of Crime. 

Learn About Victims Issues 
and Programs 

From the clearinghouse you can get free 
publications, borrow hard-to-find publica­
tions, and buy selected videotapes. The 
NVRC information specialists can also con­
duct data base searches designed especially 
for your needs. 

The NVRC is the single most comprehensive 
source of victim information: it can refer 
victims to programs that help soften the 
blow, ease their recovery from trauma, and 
educate them about the aftermath of crime. 

OVC, NVRC information is now available on 
the NCJRS Electronic Bulletin Board. Call for 
additional details. 

For your convenience, we now offer a toll­
free telephone number. 

If we can be of assistance, call us at 

(800) 627-NVRC (6872) or 
(301) 251-5525 or 251-5519, 

or write 

National Victims Resource Center 
Box 6000-AJE 
Rockville, MD 20850 



Bureau of .Justice Statistics 
reports 
(Revised April 1991) 

Call toll·free 800·732·3277 (local 301· 
251·5500) to order BJS reports, to be 
added to one of the BJS mailing lists, 
or to speak to a reference specialist In 
statistics at the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, National Criminal 
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, MD 20850. 
BJS maintains the following mailing 
lists: 
• Law enforcement reports (new) 
• Drugs and crime data (new) 
• Justice spending & employment 
• Whlte·collar crime 
• National Crime Survey (annual) 
• Corrections (annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history Information and 
information policy 

• Federal statistics (annual) 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 
Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11·40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public·use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive of 
Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106 (toll·free 1·800·999·0960). 

National Crime Survey 
The Nation'S two crime measures: Uniform 

Crime Reports and the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ·122705, 4/90 

Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 
1988 (final), NCJ·122024, 10/90 
1987 (final reporl), NCJ·115524, 6/89 

BJS special reports 
Handgun crime vlcllms, NCJ·123559, 7/90 
Black victims, NCJ·122562, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ·120507, 1/90 
The redesigned National Crime Survey: 

Selected new data, NCJ·114746, 1/89 
Motor vehicle theil, NCJ·l09978, 3/88 
Elderly victims, NCJ·l07676, 11/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ·l07217, 11187 
Robbery victims NCJ·l04638, 4/87 
Violent crime by strangers and non· 

strangers, NCJ·l03702, 1/87 
Preventing domestic violence against 

women, NCJ·l02037, 8/86 
Crime prevention measures, NCJ·l00438, 

3/86 
The use of weapons In committing crimes, 

NCJ·99643, 1/86 
Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ·99432, 

12185 
locating city, suburnan, and rural crime, 

NCJ·99535, 12185 
The economic cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ·93450, 4/84 
Family violence, NCJ·93449, 4/84 

BJS bulletins: 
Criminal victimization 1989, NCJ·125615, 

10/90 
Crime and the Nation's households, 1989, 

NCJ-124544,9/90 
The crime of rape, NCJ·96777, 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1/85 
Measuring crime, NCJ·75710, 2181 

BJS technical reports 
New directions for the NCS, NCJ·115571, 

3/89 
Series crimes: Report of a field test, 

NCJ.l04615, 4/87 

Female victims of violent crime, 
NCJ·127187, 1/91 

Redesign of the National Crime Survey, 
NCJ·111457,3/89 

The seasonality of crime victimization, 
NCJ-l11033, 6/88 

Crime and older Americans !nformatlon 
package, NCJ·l04569, $10, 5/87 

Teenage victims, NCJ·l03138, 12186 
Victimization and fear 01 crime: World 

perspectives, NCJ·93872, 1/85, $9.15 
The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 

vol. I: Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ·75374, 8182 
vol. II: Methodology stUdies, NCJ·90307 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Capital punishment 1969, NCJ·124545, 10190 
Violent State prison Inmates and their 

victims, NCJ·124133, 7/90 
Prisoners In 1989, NCJ·122716, 5190 
Prison rule violators, NCJ·120344, 12189 
Capital punishment 1988, NCJ·118313, 7189 
Recidivism of prisoners released In 1983, 

NCJ·116261,4189 
Drug use and crime: Siale prison Inmate 

survey, 1986, NCJ·111940, 7/88 
Time served In prison and on parole 1984, 

NCJ·l08544, 12187 
Profile 01 State prison Inmates, 1986, 

NCJ·l09926, 1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries, 

NCJ·l03967,2I87 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ·l03204, 12186 
State and Federal prisoners, 1925·85, 

NCJ·l02494, 11186 
Prison admissions and releases, 1983, 

NCJ'100582,3/86 
The prevalence of Imprisonment, 

NCJ·93657, 7185 

National corrections reporting program, 
1985, NCJ·123522, 12190 

Prisoners at mIdyear 1990 (press release), 
10/90 

Correctional populations In the U.S.: 
1988, NCJ·124280, 3/91 
1987, NCJ·118762, 12189 
1986, NCJ·111611, 2189 

Historical statistics on prisoners In State and 
Federal Institutions, yearend 1925'86, 
NCJ·l11098. 6/88 

1984 census of State adult correctional 
facll/lles, NCJ·l05585, 7/87 

Census of fails and survey of fail Inmates: 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Jail Inmates, 1989, NCJ·123284, 6/90 
Population density In tocal jalls, 1988, 

NCJ·122299, 3/90 
Census of local Jails, 1988 (BJS bulletin), 

NCJ·121101, 2190 
Jail Inmates, 1987, NCJ·114319, 12188 
Drunk driving, NCJ·l09945, 2188 
Jail Inmates, 1986, NCJ·l07123, 10/87 

Census 01 local jails 1988, vol. I, Summary, 
NCJ-127992,4/91 

Census of local Jails, 1983: Data for 
Individual jails, vols. I·IV, Northeast, 
Midwest, South, West, NCJ·112796·9; 
vol. V. Selected findings, methodology, 
summary tables, NCJ·112795, 11/88 

Our crowded lalls: A national plight, 
NCJ·111846, 8/88 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins 

Probation and parole: 
1989, NCJ·125833, 11190 
1988, NCJ·119970, 11189 

Settlng prison lerms, NCJ·762t8, 8/83 

BJS special reports 
Recidivism of youn9 parolees, NCJ·l04916, 

5/87 

Children in custody 
Census of public and private juvenile 

detention, correctional, and shelter 
facilities, 1975·85, NCJ·114065, 6/89 

Survey of youth In custody, 1987 
(special report), NCJ·113365, 9/86 

Law enforcement management 
BJS bulletIns and speCial reports: 

Police departments In large cities, 1987, 
NCJ·119220, 8/89 

Profile 01 state and local law enforcement 
agencies, NCJ·113949, 3/89 

Expenditure and empl~yment 
BJS bulletins: 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1988, NCJ.123132, 7/90 

Antl·drug abuse formula grants: Justice 
varlgble pass.through data, 1988 (BJS 
Technical Report), NCJ·120070, 3/90 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985 (full report), NCJ·l06356, 8/89 
Extracts, 1984, 1985, 1986, NCJ-125619, 4/91 
Extracts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ·l06629, 8/88 

Courts 
BJS bulletins: 

Pretrial release of felony defendants, 1986, 
NCJ·127202, 2191 

Felony sentences In State courts, 1988, 
NCJ·126923, 12190 

Criminal defense for the poor, 1986, 
NCJ·112919, 9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ·l06273, ar87 

The growth of appeals: 1973·83 trends, 
NCJ·96381, 2185 

Case filings In State courts 1983, 
NCJ·95111,10/84 

BJS special reports: 
Felony case processing In State courts, 

1986, NCJ·121753, 2190 
Felony case·processlng time, NCJ·101985, 

8/86 
Felony senienclng In 16 local jurisdictions, 

NCJ·97681, 6/85 

Felons sentenced to probation In State 
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90 

Felony defendants In large urban counties, 
1988, NCJ·122385, 4/90 

Profile of felons convicted In State courts, 
1986, NCJ·120021, 1/90 

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony courts, 
NCJ·l05743, 8/87 

National criminal defense systems study, 
NCJ·94702, 10/86 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1987, NCJ·124140, 9/90 
1986, NCJ·113248, §l89 

Felony laws of the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia, 1986, NCJ·l05066, 2i88, $14.60 

State court model statistical dictionary, 
Supplement, NCJ·98326, 9/85 
1st edition, NCJ·62320, 9/80 

Privacy and security 
Compendium of State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1989 overview, NCJ·121157, 5190 
1987 overview, NCJ·l11097, 9/88 
1989 full report (1, 500 pages, 

microfiche $2, hard copy $145), 
NCJ·121158,9/90 

Criminal jusllce Information policy: 
Survey of criminal history Information 

systems, NCJ·125620, 3/91 
Original records of entry, NCJ·125626, 

12190 
BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings: 

Criminal justice In the 1990's: The future 
of Information management, 
NCJ·121697,5/90 

Juvenile and adult records: One system, 
one record?, NCJ·114947, 1/90 

Open vs. confidential records, 
NCJ·113560, 1/88 

Strategies for Improving data qua Illy, 
NCJ·115339, 5189 

Public access to criminal history record 
Information, NCJ·111458, 11/88 

Juvenile records and ~ecordkeeplng 
systems, NCJ·112815, 11/88 

Automated fingerprint Identification 
systems: Technology and policy Issues, 
NCJ·l04342, 4187 

Criminal justice "hot" flies, NCJ·l01850, 
12186 

Crime control and criminal records (BJS 
speCial report), NCJ·99176, 10/85 

Drugs & crime data: 
State drug resources: A national directory, 

NCJ·122582,5/90 
Federal drug dala for national policy, NCJ· 

122715, 4/90 
Drugs and crime facts, 1989, NCJ·121022, 

1/90 

Computer crime 
BJS specIal reports: 

Electronic fund transfer fraud, NCJ·96666, 
3/85 

Electronic fund transfer and crIme, NCJ· 
92850, 2184 

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud, NCJ· 
100461,4/86 

Expert wllnoss manual, NCJ·77927, 9/81, 
$11.50 

Federal justice statistics 
Federal criminal case processing, 1980-87, 

Addendum for 1988 and preliminary 1989, 
NCJ·125616,11/90 

Compendium of Federal justice statistics 
1986, NCJ·125617, 1/91 
1985, NCJ·123560, 8/90 
1984, NCJ·112816, 9/89 

The Federal civil justice system (BJS 
bullelln), NCJ·l04769, 81S7 

Federal offenses and Offenders 

BJS special reports: 
Immigration offenses, NCJ·124546, 8/90 
Federal criminal cases, 1980·87, 

NCJ·118311,7/89 
Drug law violators, 1980·86, NCJ 111763, 

6/88 
Pretrial release and detention: 

The Ball Reform Act of 1984, 
NCJ·l09929, 2188 

Whlte·collar crime NCJ·l06876, 9187 

General 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

BJS telephone contacts, '91, NCJ·124547, 
4/91 

Tracking offenders, 1987, NCJ·125315, 
10/90 

Criminal cases In live states, 1983·86, 
NCJ-118798, 9/89 

International crime rales, NCJ·ll0776, 5/88 
Tracking offenders, 1984, NCJ-109686, 1/88 
Tracking offenders: WhHe·coliar crime, 

NCJ·102867,ll/86 
Police employment and expenditure, 

NCJ·100117, 2186 

Violent crime In the United States, 
NCJ·127855, 3/91 

Attorney General's program for Improving the 
Nation's criminal history records lind 
Identifying felons who altempt to purchase 
firearms, NCJ·128131, 3/91 

BJS dala report, 1989, NCJ·121514, 1/91 
Sourcebook 01 criminal justice statistics, 

1989, NCJ·124224, 9/90 
Publications of BJS, 1985·89: 

Mlcrollche library, PR030014, 5/90, $190 
Bibliography, TB0030013, $17.50 

PUblications of BJS, 1971·84: 
Microfiche library, PR030012, $203 
Bibliography, TB030012, $17.50 

1990 directory of automated criminal justice 
Information systems, Vol. 1, Corrections; 2, 
Courts; 3, Law enforcement; 4, Probation 
and parole; 5, Prosecution; NCJ·122226·30, 
5/90 

BJS annual report, fiscal 1988, NCJ-115749, 
4/89 

Report to the Nation on crime and Justice: 
Second edition, NCJ·l05506, 6/88 
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 8/88 

Criminal justice microcomputer guide and 
software catalog, NCJ-112178, 8/88 

National survey of crime severity, NCJ·96017, 
10/85 

See order form 
on last page 



Please put me on the mailing list for­

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves­
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
reports-annual spending and 
staffing by Federal/State/local 
governments and by function 
(police, courts, etc.) 

To be added to any BJS 
mailing list, please copy 
or cut out this page, fill 
in, fold, stamp, and mail 
'to the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse/NCJ RS. 

o White-collar crime-data on the 
processing of Federal white-collar 
crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and information 
policy-new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves­
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Juvenile corrections reports­
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

o BJS bulletins and special reports­
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi­
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

Criminal justice interest: 

To order copies of recent 
BJS reports, check here 0 
and circle ltems you want 
to receive on other side 
of this sheet. 

Put your organization 
and title here if you 

used home address above: 

o Corrections reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, 
annotated bibliography, addresses 
of sources) 

o Send me a form to sign up for NCJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Washington, D.C. 20531 
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Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 
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Now you can receive BJS press releases 
and other current data from the NCJRS 
Electronic Bulletin Board! 

The Electronic Bulletin Board 
provides quick and easy 
access to new information­
use your personal computer 
and modem, set at 8-N-1 
(rates 300 to 2400 baud), 
and call 301-738-8895, 
24 hours a day. 

Once online, you will be able 
to review current news and 
announcements from BJS 
and its Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, including 
new publication listings 
and conference calendars. 

For more information 
about the Bulletin 
Board, call 
1-800-732-3277. 
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