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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Sixteen states executéd a total of 56
men last year, thé Justice Department’s Bureau of Justice
Statistics (BJSf announced today. It was the largest number of
prisoners put to death in one year since the United states
Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of revised state
capital.puniahment laws in 1%876. It was-also the greatest number
of executions in 38 years; in 1957 there were 65 executions.

The prisoners executed last year had been on death row for
an-averége of 11 years and 2 months, which was about a year
longer than the 31 executed during 1994. All had been convicted
of murder. 1Im cémparison, the 18 prisonérs executed in 1985 had
been on death row an éverage of 5 years and 11 moﬁths.

Texas executed the most priéoners in 1985 (19), followed by
Missduri {6), Illincia and Virginia (S eachn, Florida and
Oklahoma (3 each), Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, North Carolina and
Pehnsylvania (z'each)vand Arizona, Delaware, Louisiana, Montana,
and South Carolina (1 each).

Thirty-three of the 56 were white (including two white
Hispanics), 22 were black and 1 was Asian.

(MORE)
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forty-nine of the executions were by lethal injection.
Seven were by electrocution.

As of December 31, 1955, 34 states held 2,998 men and 48
women on death row. The youngest, in Nevada, was 18 years of
age. The oldest, in Arizona, was‘eo. Eight men were under a
sentence of death under federal jurisdiction. \

Among those whose criminal histories were known, two-thirds
‘had a prior felony conviction, and 8 percent had a prior homicide
conviction. They included 1,513 whites, 1,262 blacks, 22 Native
Americans, 19 Asians, 2 classified as other race and 236
Higpanics (8.4 percent of the total). Half had never'been

‘ married, a quarter had been married at the time of sentencing and
another quarter were divorced, separated or had a deceased
spouse.

At the end of last year, 32 states authorized lethal
injection, 11 electrocution, 7 lethal gas, 4 hanging and 3 a
firing sgquad. Of the 38 states that authorize capital
punishment, all but Arkansas require an automatic review of the
sentence ifrespective of the defendant’s wighes.

During last year, 19 states revised their death penalty
lawe. Most of the changes involved the conditions under which
the death penalty céuld be imposed, procedural amendments
increasing the rights of victime and their families and changes

in execution methods.

- (MORE)
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Alaeka, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine,
Magsachuasetts, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Rhode Island,
Vermont, West Virginia and Wisconsin do not authorize capital
punishment.

The following lists by race and ethnicity the number of
offenders executed last year, the number entering death row, the
number executed from 1977 through 1995, the number entering death
row during the same years and the number removed from death row

during thocse years:

Native
Total White Black Asian American Higpanic
Prisgsoners
executed, 1985 56 - 31 22 1 0 2

‘ Prisoners

entering under
sentence of
death, 1995 310 144 138 4 0 26

Prisoners
under sentence
of death, 1995* 3,054 1,513 1,262 - 19 22 236

Prisoners
executed,
1277-95 313 171 120 1 2 18

Prisoners

entering

under death

sentence,

1977-95% 4,857 2,468 1,975 41 29 342

Prisoners
removed,
1877-95 1,870 569 773 18 S 101

*Total includes 2 people of unspecified race.

{MORE)
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The bulletin “"Capital Punishment 1995" (NCJ-162043), written
by BJS statistician Tracy L. Snell, can be obtained on the
Internet at:

http://www.ncjre.org/cp95s
It will also be available beginning at 9 A.M. EST, Thuraday,

December 5, on BJS’'s Internet home page by c¢licking on "What's

new at BJS.* The BJS webpage address is:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bja/

‘ Additional BJS materials may be obtained from the BJS fax-
on-demand system {(301/251-5550) or calling the BJS Clearinghouse

1-800/732-3277.

###

BJB396256
After hours contact: Stu Smith at 301/983-9354
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Bureau of Justjce Statistics

B tllletin

By Tracy L. Sneli
BJS Statistician

Sixteen States executed 58 prisonars
during 1995. The numbaer of persons
executed was 25 greater than in 1994
and was the largest annual number
since the 56 executed during 1960
and the 85 in 1857. The prisonars
executad during 1995 had been under
sentsnce of death an averags of 11
years and 2 months, about 12 months
mora than the average for inmates
executed the previous year.

At yearend 1885, 3,054 prisoners wele
under sentence of death. Callformnla
held the largest number of death row
inmates (420), followed by Texas
(404), Florida (362), and Pennsylvania
(196). Eight prisoners wers in Federal
custody under a death sentence on
December 31, 1995,

Betwean January 1 and December 31,
1995, 26 State prison aystems and the
Federal prison system received 310
prisoners undsr sentence of death.

Texas (40 admissions), California (36),

North Carolina {34), and Florida (31)
accounted for 45% of the inmates en-
tering prison under a death senlence
in 1995,

During 1995, 56 persons in 16 States
were executed — 19 in Texas; 6.in
Missouri; 5 each in ilinois and Vir-
ginia; 3 each in Florida and Okla-
thoma; 2 each in Alabama, Arkansas,
Georgia, North Carolina, and
Pennsylvania; and 1 each in Arizona,
Delaware, Louisiana, Montana, and

Highlights

Status of the death penaity, December 31,1995

Number of prisoners Jurisdictions o

Exgcutions during 1 under sentence of without a death @_nga_ly
Texas 18  Calfornla 420 Alaska
Misaour] 6  Texas 404  District of Coumbm
{Iknols 5 Florkta 382 Hawalil i
Virginia 8 Pennsytvania 195  lowa i
Florida 3 Ohio 158 WMaine !
Okdahoma 3 Ninofs 164 Massachusetis
Alabama 2 Alabama 143 Michigan
Arkansas 2 Norh Carolina 139  Minnesota
Georgia 2 Oidahoma 128 North Dakola
North Carotina 2 Arizona 117 Rhods Island
Penngytvania 2  Georgla 88  Vermaont
Arizons 1 Tennesses 96 Waest Virginia
Delaware 1 Missour 82  Wistonsin
Loulsiana 1 22 othar jurigdictions 849
Montana 1
South Carolina 1

Total 66 Total 3,084

December 1996, NCJ-162043

‘Capital Punishment 1995

* In 1995, 56 men were executed:
33 were whita
22 were black
1 was Asian.

* The persons executed in 1995 were
undar sentance of death an average
of 11 years and 2 months.

¢ At yearend 1995, 34 States and
the Federal prison system heid 3,054
prisaners under sentence of death,
5.1% more than at yearend 1994,

All had committed murder.

* Of persons under sentence
of death —
1,730 were white
1,275 were black
22 were Natlve American
19 wera Asian
8 were classlfied as “other race."

® Forty-aight women ware under

a sentence of death.

* The 237 Hispanic inmates under
sentence of death accounted for
8.5% of inmates with a known

ethnicity.

® Among inmates under sentence
of death and with available criminal
histories, 2 in 3 had a prior fefony
conviction; 1 in 12 had a pnon homi-

cide conviction.

* Among psrsons for whom afrrest
information was avallable, the aver-
age age at time of arrest was 28;
about 2% of inmates were: ag? 17

or younger.

* At yearend, the youngest mmate

was 18; the oldest was 80.

|
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South Carolina. All were men, Thirty
of the executed prisoners were non-
Hispanic whites; 22 were non-Hispanic
btacks; 2, while Hispanics; 1, Aslan;
and 1, white with unknown Hispanic
origin. Forty-nine of the executions
were carried out by lethal injection and
7 by electrocution.

From January 1, 1977, to December
31, 1995, a total of 4,857 parsons en-
tered State and Federal prisons undaer
sentencas of death, among whom 51%
were white, 41% were black, 7% ware
Hispanic, and 1% were of other races.

During this 19-year period, a total of
313 executions took place in 26
States. Of the inmates executed, 171
were white, 120 wara black, 19 were
Hispanic, 2 were Native Amarican,
and 1 was Aslan.

Also during 1977-95, 1,870 prisoners
were ramoved from a death sentence
as a resut of dispositions other than
execution (rasentencing, retrial, com-
mutation, or death while awaiting exe-
cutlon). Of ail persons removed from
under a death sentence, 52% werse
white, 41% were black, 1% were Na-
five American, 0.5% were Asian, and
5% were Hispanic.

2 Capltal Punishment 1995

Statutory changes

During 1995, 19 States revised statu-
tory provisions relating to the death
penalty (table 1). Most of the changes
involved additional aggravating clr-
cumstances, procedural amendments
addressing the rights of victims and
their famillas, and changes in methods
of execution.

8y Stats, these statutory changes .
ware as follows:

Arkansas — Added to its definition of
capital murder purposely discharging a
firearm from a vehicie resulting in the
death of another person (Ark. Code
Ann. § 51-10-101(a)(10)), effective
7/27/95.

Colorado — Amended its code of
criminal procedure establishing appel-
late review at the sentsncing phase of
a capital case. Upon conviction of a
defendant, a sentencing hearing will
be conducted by a three-judge panel;
previously, a jury considered evidence
and recommendad punishment. The
ameandment also outlines the process
by which panel members will be se-
lected (CRS 16-11-103(1)(a)). These
revisions bacame effective 7/1/95.

Connscticut — Revised its panal code
to change the method of execution

from electrocution to lethal injection; to
remove the requirament that t
suprems court review the pr

and to add to its list of capital felonies
murder of a person under age 16 (See
P.A. 85-16). These changes bycame

effective 10/1/95.

Delaware — Revlsed a statute jlimiting
the number of witnesses at the execu-
tion {0 10 and allowing ons adul,
aither an iImmediate family member

of tha victim or the “victim's designee",
to be present as one of those wit-
nessges (11 Del. c. § 4209(f)), effective
5/15/95.

Delaware lawmakers also addad as

an aggravating circumstance murder

committed to interfere with thelvictim's
First Amendment rights or as &|re-
sponse to the victim's exercise of
those rights or to the victim's rgoe,
religion, coler, disability, nationg! origin
or ancestry (11 Del. c. § 4209(g}
(1)(v)), eftective 7/6/95.

Idaho — Revised and added sdctions
to its penal code relating to the|death
penalty. These changes becarme
effective 7/1/95,

ldaho ameanded its code of crimi

gating factors In the case to defermine
the appropriateness of a death sen-
tance (18-2515, Idaho Cods).

Another procedural amendmen} sat
guidelines regarding requests for stays
of exacutlon based on petitions| to hear
new evidence that was not known prior
to the deadline for filing of an appeal
on such grounds. The statute nar-
rowed the availability of suc
post-conviction proceedings (1
Idaho Cods).

The Idaho legisiature also addeld new
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Table 4. Prisoners under sentence of death, by region, State, and race,
1884 and 1995
Prisoners under Femaoved from Prisoners under
sentence of death, Recelved under teath row{excluding sentence of death,
: 12/31/04 asntence of death  execulions)® Exscuted 12131/35
Reglon and State  Tola® White® Black® Tots® White Black Tola® White Black ToiaP White Biack Tota® Wnhity  Black
U.S. total 2805 1683 1203 310 188 138 105 &8 44 56 33 2 3054 1,730 1276
Federal® ] 3 3 2 [ 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 3 b
State 2,898 1,650 1,200 308 168 136 105 58 44 56 k<3 2 3048 1,727 127
Northeast 184 Ial 116 23 8 17 4 2 2 2 2 0 21t 73
Connaclicut 4 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 ] 0 0 0 5 2
New Hampshire 4] 0 ‘0 0 [1} 0 4] 0 4] "] o 0 0 1)
Now Jorssy ) 4 S 2 1 1 1 i [4] 0 0 0 10 4
Pennsyivania 18 65 108 20 3 15 3 1 2 2 2 [ 196 67
Midwest 443 217 224 43 21 22 16 9 7 11 8 § 459 223
IBincis 185 57 08 13 [} 7 9 4 5 5 3 2 164 66
Indians 47 31 1@ 3 3 0 4 3 1 [} 0 0 46 N
Kansas o 0 0 0 0 0 [4] 0 o] 0 Q 0 0 0
Migeourt 88 51 krj 10 3 7 0 0 ¥} [ 3 k] 92 51
Nebraska 10 7 2 0 0 [} [+] 0 0 [4] [¢] 0 10 7
Chio 141 e 71 17 9 8 3 2 1 g 0 0 185 76
South Dakota 2 2 [} 0 [+ 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 2 2
South 1,62 826 672 84 105 78 4! 37 33 41 23 17 1,683 i
Alabarma 138 74 60 17 10 7 B 2 8 2 ¢ 2 143 a2
Arkansas k14 21 16 4 3 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 38 23
Delaware 14 7 7 1 1 0 Q 0 a t 1 0 14 7
Horida 353 223 130 N 19 12 19 12 7 3 2 1 362 228
Geargla 86 53 43 7 5 2 3 1 2 2 2 0 98 85
Kemtucky 29 23 € 0 1] 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 28 22
Lowelana 47 186 31 12 4 8 1 0 1 1 0 1 §7 20
Maryland 13 2 1 0 0 0 [¢] 0 0 0 0 0 13 2
Migslssippl 50 20 30 3 (1] 3 4 0 4 1] 0 0 49 20
North Carclina 111 55 54 34 18 15 4 4 0 2 2 0 139 88
Okighoma 130 79 40 15 10 ) 13 8 4 3 3 [V 128 78
South Ceroiina 58 A 28 10 2 8 1 0 1 1 0 1 67 33
Tennessee 100 66 32 4 1 3 8 3 & 0 0 0 96 64
Texas 391 230 155 40 27 13 8 8 2 19 10 -] 404 24
Virginta 55 26 29 (] 4 2 0 0 [+} [ 2 3 56 28
West 641 446 188 58 38 19 14 10 2 2 2 v} 683 460
Arzona 121 101 14 5 5 [} 8 8 o} 1 1 [+ 117 87
California® 386 230 148 38 2 13 2 1 1 0 1] 0 420 281
Colorado 3 3 0 1 [+] 1 0 0 o] 0 0 0 4 3
Idaho 20 20 [} 1] 0 0 1 1 0 [ 0 [¢] 19 19
Montana 8 8 0 Q 0 1] 1 0 0 1 1 1] 8 5
Nevade* as 44 21 " 4 5 t D V] 0 0 o 75 48
New Msxico 1 1 +] 2 2 0 0 0 o] 0 0 1] 3 3
Oregon 18 18 1 2 2 1] 0 0 0 0 [+] 0 20 18
Utah 10 8 2 0 [#] 0 0 0 0 0 0 [} 10 8
Washington ] 7 2 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 9 8
Wysning 0 0 0 0 C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nots: States not listed and the District of Columbla  (Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon and Tenneesee), and rmurdered by other inmates (in Fiorida and Texas). I
did not authorize the death penelty as of 12/31/84.  exciude 18 inmates who were rellevad of the “Totals include pensons uf other mces.
New York enacied a desth panalty statue during tieath gentencs on or bafore 12/31/84 (8 in Cali- “The accounting of race and Hispanic origin ditfers
1635 and reported no one under senlence of death  t3mia; 5 In Texas: and 4 sach in Arizona, New from that pregented in 1ables 8, 5, and 11. In thisitabl
as ol 12/31/86, Some figures shown for yearond  Maexico, Peansyivania, Tennasaes, and Washing- white and biack inmatos inoiude Hispanics,
1994 are revised from thase reported in Caplial 3n). The data for 12/31/04 also include 7 iInmates “Excludes persons hekd under Ammed Forces jurisdic-
Punishment 1084 NC.-158023. Tha revised figures 11 Florida who wero Hsted-eronaously as being tion with a military death ssntence for murder,
Include 26 inmates who were efthar reportsd late to  rameved from death row. “One inmate who was previously i the custody of Ne-
the National Prisoner Statistics Program or were *“ncludes 9 deatha from natural causss (3 in Ala- vada has been transferred to Caifomia where he is
not In of Siata correctional authorttiss on  tume, and | each in Arzona, Hiinois, Kentucky, being held under a separate sentencs of death.
12131784 (12 In Calfomla; 4 In Florids; 2 in Texza;  Merth Cargling, Oldahoma, and Texas) Z sutckdes
and 1 egch in Alabams, Arizons, Arkanszs, ldmho,  {in Califoria and Neveda), and 2 inmates

8 Capftal Punishment 1995
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