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S_~j~STATES EXECUTED 56 OrFE_IgD~mRB LAST 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -.- Sixteen states executed a total of 56 

men last year, the Justice Department's Bureau of Justice 

Statistics (BJS) announced today. It was the largest number of 

prisoners put to death in one year since the United States 

supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of revised state 

capital punishment laws in 1976. It was also the greatest number 

of executions in 38 years; in 1957 there w~re 55 executions. 

The prisoners executed last year had been on death row for 

an average of II years and 2 months, which was about a year 

longer than the 51 executed during 1994. All had been convicted 

of murder. In comparison, the 18 prisoners executed in 1985 had 

been on death row an average of 5 years and ll months. 

Texas executed the most prisoners in 1995 (19), followed by 

Missouri (6), Illinois and Virginia (5 each), Florida and 

Oklahoma (3 each), Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, North Carolina and 

Pennsylvania (2~ach) and Arizona, Delaware, Louisiana, Montana, 

and South Carolina (i each). 

Thirty-three of the 56 were white (including two white 

Hispanles), 22 were black and 1 was Aslan. 

(MORE) 
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Forty-nine o~£ the executions were by lethal injection. 

Seven were by electrocution. 

As of Decemb,~r 31, 1995, 34 states held 2,998 men and 48 

women on death r~. The youngest, in Nevada, was 18 years of 

age. The oldest, in Arizona, was 80. Eight men were under a 

sentence of death under federal jurisdiction. 

Among those whose criminal histories were known, two-thirds 

had a prior felon{ conviction, and 8 percent had a prior homicide 

conviction. They included 1,513 whites, 1,262 blacks, 22 Native 

Americans, 19 Asians, 2 classified as other race and 236 

Hispanics (8.4 pe:ccent of the total). Half had never been 

married, a quarte:c had been married at the time of sentencing and 

another quarter were divorced, separated or had a deceased 

spouse. 

At the end of last year, 32 states authorized lethal 

injection, II electrocution, 7 lethal gas, 4 hanging and 3 a 

firing squad. Of the 38 states that authorize capital 

punishment, all b11t Arkansas require an automatic review of the 

sentence irrespective of the defendant's wishes. 

During last year, 19 states revised their death penalty 

laws. Most of the changes involved the conditions under which 

the death penalty could be imposed, procedural amendments 

increasing the ric~hts of victims and their families and changes 

in execution mehhods. 

(MORE) 
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Alaska, the District of Columbia, }~waii, Iowa, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Rhode Island, 

Vermont, West Virginia and Wisconsin do not authorize capital 

punishment. 

The following lists by race and ethnicity the number of 

offenders executed last year, ~he number entering death row, the 

number executed from 1977 through 1995, the number entering death 

row during the same years and the number removed from death row 

during those years: 

Total Wi_W_W_W_W_W_W_W_W~ Black 
Prisoners 
executed, 19S5 56 31 22 1 

Prisoners 
entering under 
sentence of 
death, 1995 

Native 
American Hispanic 

Prisoners 
under sentence 
of death, 1995, 

0 2 

Prisoners 
executed, 
1977-95 

310 144 136 4 0 26 

Prisoners 
entering 
under death 
sentence, 
1977-95. 

3,054 1,513 1,262 19 22 236 

Prisoners 
removed, 
1977-95 

313 171 120 1 2 19 

4,857 2,468 1,975 41 29 342 

1,870 969 773 18 9 i01 

*Total includeg 2 people of unspecified race. 

(MORE) 
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The bulletin "Capital Punishment 1995" (NCJ-!62043), written 

by BJS statistician Tracy L. Snell, can be obtained on the 

Internet at: 

http=//www.ncJrl.org/~pg5 

It will also be available beginning at 9 A.M. EST, Thursday, 

December 5, on BJS's Internet home page by clicking on "What's 

new at BJS." The BJS webpage address is: 

http~//www.oJp.usdoJ.sov/bJs/ 

Additional BJS materials may be obtained from the BJS fax- 

on-demand system (301/251-5550) or calling the BJS Clearinghouse 

1-800/732-3277. 

@## 

BJ896256 
After hours con~act~ Stu Smith at 301/983-9354 
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Capital Punishment 1995 
By Treoy L. Snell 
BJS Statistician 

Sixteen States executed 58 prisonerz~ 
dudng 1995. The number of persons 
executed was 25 greeter than in 1994 
and was the largest annual number 
since the 56 executed during 1960 
and the 65 in 1957. The prisoners 
executed during 1995 had been under 
sentence of death an average of 11 
years and 2 months, about 12 month!; 
more than the average for inmates 
executed the previous year; 

At yearend 1995, 3,054 prisoners WelB 
under sentence of death. CaUfomla 
held the largest number of death row 
inmates (420), followed by Texas 
(404), Florida (362), and Pennsylvania 
(196). Eight prisoners were In Federal 
custody under a death senlenoe on 
December 31, 1995, 

Between January1 and December 31, 
1995, 26 State prison eysterr~ and the 
Federal prison system received 310 
prisoners under sentence of death. 
Texas (40 admissions), California (::3(;), 
North Carolina {34), and Rorida (31) 
accounted for 45% of the inmates an,. 
taring prison under a death sentence 
in t995.  

Dudng 1995, 56 persons in 16 States 
were executed I 19 in Texas; 6,in 
Missouri; 5 each in Ilfinols and Vir- 
ginia; 3 each In Florida and Okla- 
homa; 2 each In AIabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, North Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania; and I each In Arizona, 
Delaware, Louisiana, Montana, end 

Statue of the d4NIth penally, December 31,1995 

Number of pdlonem 
~ O ~ S  dutl~ ~1.9~p under rant.wee of dea~ 

Texas 19 Cagfomla 420 
MIs~Jouel 6 TIXa0 404 
Illl~OIs 5 Rodda 382 
Vl~nla 5 Pe~lrlsylvania 196 
Flodcla 3 Of Jo 1M 
M h o m a  3 IIInol$ 164. 
AleJbetll 2 A I ~ I ~  143 
Arkansae 2 No¢C,h Caro4~a 139 
Goon~ 2 O k ~ o ~  129 
Norlh Carolina. 2 AllZlX~ 117 
Penn~j1vania 2 Glor@U. 
Adl.ona 1 TilOI101~oe g6 
Delaware 1 Mluoud 92 
Louisiana 1 22 other Ju~dletlon= 549 
MOttle 1 
South Carolina I 

Total 68 Total 3,0~ 

J udsd~11onm 
withourl a deamh ~ J t y  
AlasP, a 
District el C, olumb( 
Hawaii 
iowa 
MoJno 
Ma..~amuse~ 
Michigan 
Mlnne=~ta 
North Dakota 
Rho¢lo llgat¢l 
Vermonl 
West Vlrglnia 
Wisconsin 

• In 1995, 56 men were executed: 
33 were white 
22 were black 

1 was Asian. 

• The persons executed in 1995 were 
under sentence ot death an average 
of 11 years and 2 months. 

• At yearend 1995, 34 States and 
the Federal prison system held 3,054 
prisoners under sentence of dealh, 
5.1% more than at yearend 1994. 
All had committed murder. 

• Of persons under sentence 
of dea th - -  

1,730 were white 
1,275 were black 

22 were Native American 
19 were Asian 
8 were classified as "other race.' 

• Forty-eight women were under 
a sentence of death. 

= The 237 Hispanic inmates under 
sentence of death accounted ior 
8.5% el Inmates with a known 
ethnloity. 

• Among inmates under sentence 
of death and with avellab+e crfmlna) 
histories, 2 in 3 had a pdor ferony 
conviction; 1 in 12 had a pdorl homi- 
cide conviction. I 

= Among persons for whom affest 
information was available, lhd aver- 
age age at time of arrest was 28; 
about 2% of inmates were.ag~ 17 
or younger. 

• At yearend, the youngest inflate 
was 18; the oldestwas 80. i 

i 
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Connecticut - -  Revised its penal code 
to change the method of exaction 
from electrocution to lethal injection; to 

Pemonl executed, 1~0-9S 

Number 
of exeou0octs 

o i i 2 ..... 
1@30 1940 1950 1960 lg70 1980 1998 

South Carolina. All were men. Thirty 
of the executed prisoners were non- 
Hispanic whites; 22 were non-Hispanic 
blacks; 2, while Hispanlca; 1, Asian; 
and 1, white with unknown Hispanic 
origin. Forty-nine of the executions 
were carried out by lethal injection and 
7 by electrocution. 

From January 1, 1977, to December 
31, 1995, a total of 4,857 persons en- 
tered State and Federal pdsons under 
sentences of death, among whom 51% 
were white, 41% were black, 7% were 
Hispanic, and 1% were of other races. 

During this 19-year period, a total of 
313 executions took place in 26 
States. Of the inmates executed, 171 
were white, 120 ware black, 19 were 
Hispanic, 2 were Native American, 
and I was Asian. 

Also during 1977-95, 1,870 prisoners 
were removed from a death sentence 
as a result of dispositions other than 
execution (resentenolng, retrial, ccmo 
mutation, or death while awaiting exe- 
cution). Of all persons removed from 
under a death sentence, 52% were 
white, 41% were blaGk, 1% were Na- 
live American, 0.5% were Asian, and 
5% were Hispanic. 

Statutory changee 

Dunng 1995, 19 States revised statu- 
tory provisions relating to the death 
penalty (table 1). Most of the changes 
Involved additional aggravating cir- 
cumstances, procedural amendments 
addressing the fights of victims and 
their families, and changes in methods 
of execution. 

By Stets, these statutory changes 
ware as fotlows: 

Arkansas-- Added to its definition of 
capital murder purposely discharging a 
firearm from a vehicle resulting in the 
death ot another person (Ark. Code 
Ann. § 51-10-101(a)(I0)), effective 
7t27/95. 

Colorado m Amended its code of 
criminal procedure establishing appel- 
late review at the sentencing phase of 
a capital case. Upon conviction of a 
defendant, a sentencing hearing will 
be conducted by a three-Judge panel; 
previously, s jury considered evidence 
and recommended punishment. The 
amendment also outlines the process 
by which panel members wlll be se- 
lected (GRS 16-11-103(1)(a)). These 
revisions bec~me effective 7/1/95. 

2 Cap#alPunishrnent1095 

remove the requirement that th~ State 
supreme court review the proportional. 
Ity of a death sentence compared to 
penalties imposed In similar ca~es; 
and to add to its list o! capital f~lonles 
murder of a person under age t6 (See 
P.A. 95-16). These changes b~came 
effective 10/1/95. / 

/ 
Delaware m Revised • statute Ilimiting 
the number of witnesses at the~execu - 
tion to I 0 and allowing one ad~. It, 
either an Immediate family me= nber 
of the victim or the "victim's de ;ignee", 
to be present as one of those ~ ~-  
nesses (11 Del. c. § 4209(f)), e 
5115185. 

Delaware lawmakers also ad~  
an aggravating circumstance n 
committed to Interfere with the 
First Amendment rights or as a 
eponse to the victim's exemlse 
those rights or to the victim's rE 
religion, color, disability, nation 
or ancestn/ (11 Del. c. § 4209, 
(1)(v)), effective 7/6/95. 

Idaho-- Revised and added s 
to its penal code relating to the 
penalty. These changes becar 
effective 7tl/95. 

Idaho amended its code of cdn 
procedure to require that, upon 
tlon of a defendant, the court I" 
hearing to weigh aggravating a 
gating factors In the case to de' 
the appropriateness of a death 
tencs (19-2515, Idaho Code). 

Another procedural amendmen 
guidelines regarding requests f~ 
of exeoutlon based on petitions 
new evidence that was not kno, 
to the deadline for filing of an a 
on such grounds. The statute r 
rowed the availability of succae 
post-conviction proceedings (1! 
Idaho Code). 

The Idaho legislature also adds 
sections to its code of cfirr~ir~al 
dure in capital cases: one provi 
an inquiry into a convicted defe 

ffec~ve 

d aS 
urder 
victim's 
rE)- 
o f  
ca ,  
iF odgin 
,} 

otions 
death 
l e  

final 
convtc- 
old a 
• v:l mitt- 
ermine 
;en- 

E set 
)r stays 
to hear 
vn prior 
~peal 
aP 
sh/e 
b-2719, 

d new 
) r o c e -  
dJng f o r  
ndant's 
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Table 4. P r i l o n e m  unde r  mmtence  o f  dea lh ,  by  reg ion,  Sta te ,  and race, 
1994 ~nd 1995 

Prlsoner~ under Removed from 
sentence Of ~emg~, Received under O~ row(re(eluding 
1:b31/64 sentence of death e)~culk~s)' 

Re~kxl and S~te ToImP White" ~ ToteP Whlte O~a~k To~P Whl~e Black 

Pet6OPmPa under 
sente~'¢e of ~ee~, 
12/31,'~35 

Totz~ Whim Ba¢~ Total b Wlhlt~ Blil, C~'- 

U.S.tOt~l 2,g05 1,653 i ~ 3  310 166 138 

Fedend ~ 6 :3 3 2 0 2 
Sta~ 2,8g~ 1,680 1,200 308 168 136 

Nm'tlleast 194 71 116 23 6 17 
Corm ecllo.J1 4 2 2 1 0 1 
New Hamp~Ire 0 0 0 0 o 0 
Now Jersey g 4 5 2 1 1 
Pennsylvania 181 6,~ 109 20 5 15 

Mldw~lt 443 217 224 43 21 22 
IIIno~ 155 57 ~ 13 8 7 
Mdlarm 47 $t 18 3 3 0 
K~mses 0 0 0 O 0 0 
Mluoud 68 51 37 10 3 7 

10 7 2 0 0 0 
CMo 141 69 71 17 9 8 
SOu~I Dako~ 2 2 o 0 o o 

1,621 g26 672 "f84 105 78 
Alabama 136 74 60 t7 10 7 
/ukanlB~ 37 21 16 4 .3 '1 

14 7 7 1 1 o 
Rodda 353 223 130 31 19 ~2 
Georgia g6 53 43 7 5 2 
Kardudoj 29 23 6 0 0 0 
Loulelan8 47 18 31 12 4 B 
Mlm~lnd 13 2 11 0 o 0 
M W I ~ I I ~  5O 2O 90 3 o 3 
Nof~t Ceur¢llna 111 55 54 34 19 15 
Oktehoma 130 79 40 15 10 4 
Soulh C~Ina ~ 31 28 lO 2 8 
Tenne~ee 100 66 32 4 1 3 
T ~ I  381 230 155 40 27 13 
Virginia 55 26 29 8 4 2 

W u t  641 436 188 58 3~ lg 
MzorB 121 101 14 5 5 0 
C_.,ldtf~la, 386 230 148 36 22 13 
~ I  3 3 o 1 0 1 
[~aho 2O 20 0 o o o 
Montana 8 8 o o o o 
NevgdB' 85 44 21 11 4 5 
Nsw MediCO 1 1 o 2 2 0 
C ~  1B 16 1 2 2 0 
Uta~ ~0 8 2 0 0 o 
Washington 9 7 2 1 1 o 
Wyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 

105 68 44 

0 0 0 
105 58 44 

4 2 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 
3 1 2 

16 9 7 
9 4 5 
4 3 1 
O 0 O 
0 0 0 
0 0 O 
3 2 "1 
0 0 O 

71 37 33 
B 2 e 
1 0 1 
0 0 0 

19 12 7 
3 1 2 
1 1 0 
1 O 1 
0 0 0 
4 0 4 
4 4 0 

13 B 4 
1 o "1 
8 3 ,5 
8 ,6 2 
o o o 

14 10 2 
8 8 0 
2 I I 
0 0 0 
I | 0 
I 0 0 
! 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 1 
0 0 o 

56 33 22 3,O54 1,730 1,2? 

0 0 0 8 3 
56 3~ 22 ,~.046 1,727 1~.'; 

2 2 0 211 73 1~ 
0 0 0 5 2 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 o o lO 4 
2 2 0 196 67 1~ 

11 6 5 459 223 2~ 
5 3 2 154 56 
0 0 o 48 31 I 
o o o o o 
6 3 3 92 51 4 
0 0 0 10 7 
0 0 0 155 76 7 
0 0 0 2 2 

41 23 17 1,693 971 7(; 
2 0 2 143 82 5 
2 I 1 38 23 

1 o 14 7 
3 2 l 362 228 13 
2 2 o 9~ 55 43 
O 0 0 28 ?.2 8 
1 o 1 ,5"7 20 
o 0 o 13 2 1 t 
o o 0 4,9 20 2J 
2 2 0 139 88 
3 3 O 129 78 40 
1 o 1 67 33 
0 o 0 96 64 

19 10 e 404 241 15~. 
6 2 3 56 28 21 

2 2 0 683 460 20 
1 1 o 117 D7 1. 
o o o 420 251 16 
0 0 0 4 3 
0 0 0 19 19 
1 1 0 6 5 
0 0 0 75 48 
0 0 0 3 3 
o o o 2o 18 
0 O 0 10 8 
0 0 o 9 8 
o o o o 0 

I 

I 

Note:. Smlu  nol listed and the DtMrlct ol Columbia 
did not mulhome Itm de~lh I ~  em of 19r3f/94. 
New Yod~ anlmte~ a d~mth penalty statue ~rv,~ 
1995 ~ nmomKI no one un~-  s~mlanoe of doa~ 
88 al |2/'31~§, Some ~gUrla8 attown for iBar0r~l 
1994 &.~ fibbed from ~ repoded in C~plml 
PurtlaFmlant lgg4 NCJ.1580~. Th~ ravi~scl flgurr~ 
In=UOe 26 ~nmst~s who were e~,.r mpoetsd late to 

Ni'~onM P~soner 6tatggi~ Program or were 

(3P./o, O~ahome, Oregon,and T u ~ ) ,  and 
ex~ude 18 inmates who ~ rMleved o( ~O 
creellh amitefice on or before t2/31/g4 (8 in Cali- 
~.:>miet; 5 in Te)m~: Is~</1 each in A~zoP.a. New 
,'~exk:o, Penr~v~nie, Tectnalaee, ~nd Wer~ing- 
t)n). Th~ d ~  for 12/31/94 slso include ? inmates 
I~ FIo~dll who w~o IIgl~.e~eo~ ~ being 
r,~mow~l from d~th row. 
':n¢,hud~8 9 0ealha ~rom natural cet~s (3 in Aia. 

not in ¢t=q~:~ v of b-'~te corrootlonaJ a~lhorHJo~s on i:em8, and ; each I~ Adzona, Illinois, Kl~tucky, 
1 ~J'31.~4 (~ 2 Ir~ C4dffa mla: 4 In F1o.dda; 2 In 1"oxu; HOrl~ Cnnglin¢~ Ok~h0¢rw,, and Tuxas) 2 8 Lllk;~OB 
and I i c h  in Algl~ms. ~ i ,  A~Jmn~, lctmho, ~ n CalLfo~N¢ Ind New~s), and 2 ~nmates 

rnurdenKI by other Irtmates (in Florida and Tuaa). 
bTotaO in(dude pemo4ns ot other races 
=The amcourmng of raQe and Htaperlk= orlgfo ~iffe~ 
froth th~ preSanl~l In IB~a~ 8, g. and 11. rn e ,~ t~ ,  
v~ite end blac~ ~mlIM inoludo Hl..q~snrca, 
'~F.xdudee penions held u~or Arme0 FOn:eS judsdic- 
t]on wl~ a rnilJ~Jy death sentence/or mur0er 
"One InmAte who was prevtoushj in lhe cus~dy of Ne- 
vm:Is hm been tnu~efmre¢i to Califonda where he i= 
being held under=, tmpemte senteac,~; of d~th. 

6 C, ap#alPunishment1995 
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