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Introduction and highlights 

Seasonality in the occurrence of 
crime has been noted bI many ob­
se;.overs over the years. National 
Crime Survey (NCS) data have been 
analyzed from this perspective usiig 
the first 5 years of survey results. 
This report is a further examination 
of seasonality in crime using NCS 
data from 1973 through 1984. 

The National Crime Survey Is a 
continuous survey of a nationally 
representative sample of households. 
Data for 1984, for example, were 
based on interviews with approxi­
mately 114~OOO individuals age 12 
and older living in 54,000 house.­
holdS. The NCS focuses on selected 
crimes, including those not reported 
to the police, that are of major con­
cern to the general public and to law 
enforcement authorities: specifi­
cally, the personal crirnes of rape, 
robbery, assault, and larceny and the 
household crimes of burglary, 
larceny, and motor vehicle theft. 

The major findings on seasonality 
may be summarized 8S followSI 

• 

o Based on total victimizations, the 
highly seasonal crimes are household 
larceny $50 or more, rape, household 
larceny less than $50, and unlawful 
entry. Those crimes exhibiting the 
least amount of seasonality are 
personal larceny without contact $50 
or more, motor vehicle theft, 
robbery, forcible entry, and simple 
assault. 

(9 In general, the amount of seasonal­
Ity observed for a particular crime Is 
similar for both those crimes that 
are reported to the police and those 
that are not. However, there are 
notable exceptions, such as simple 
assault and forcible entry. 

e Despite the general similarity 
between reported and nonreported 
crimes in the amount of seasonality, 
where there are differences, crimes 
reported to the police tend to be 
more seasonal. 

IFor a bibliography of analyses of seasonality 
ill crime, see Block, Carolyn R., Is Crime 
Seasonal?, Statistical Analysis Center, lllinois 
Criminal Justice Information Authority, 
Chicago, lllinols, 1984, pp. 31-40. 

2Crlme and Seasonality, Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, NCJ-64818, May 1980. 
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Introduction and bigbllghts . 
• The usual seasonal pattern is for 
the high-crime months to occur in 
the summer and the low-crime months 
in the winter. There are several 
significant exceptions to this 
pattern, such as robbery and personal 
larceny with contact, which peak in 
December. 

• Crimes with the same amount of 
seasonality may have very different 
month-to-month patterns. 

To provide a general context for 
the report, monthly victimization 
rates for each crime have been plot­
ted for the 12 years covered by the 
study, 1973-84 (figures 1-3). These 
are the basic rates with no adjust­
ment for trends or deletion of 
obvious outliers. The graphs indicate 
a great -deal of variation in rates 
within crimes over the years. Some 
crimes can be seen by inspection to 
behave with more regularity from 
year to year than do others, for ex­
ample, household larcenies amount­
ing to $50 or more (figure 2) com­
pared to robbery (figure 1). Although 
it is difficult to discern many trends, 
the effects of inflation are evident 
in the graphs of personal and house­
hold larceny (figure 2). Caution 
should be exercised in comparing one 
graph to another in terms of the 
amplitude of the movements in rates 
because the vertical scales are not 
constant, but vary depending upon 
whether the crime has a monthly 
victimization rate that is low (rape) 
or high (unlawfUl entry). Also, rates 
for the personal crimes (rape, rob­
bery, assault, and larceny) are based 
on the number of persons age 12 and 
older. Those for the household 
crimes (burglary, larceny, and motor 
vehicle theft) are based on the 
number of house~olds. 

Violent ~rlme victimization rates, 1973-84 
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Note: Victimization rates for rape are displayed 
on a different scale from the other crimes. 

Figure 1 
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Personal and hOllsehold larceny victimization rates, 1973-84 

Figure 2 
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Burglary and motor vehicle theft victimization rates, 1973-84 

FigureS 
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Definition of seasonality 
'm 

Individual behavior patterns 
change with the season~ and with 
them the opportunity for crime to 
occur. For example, people spend 
more time outside in the warmer 
weather, Increasing the number of 
potential targets for street crfme. 
Doors and windows in homes are 
more apt to be open or left unlocked 
at these times and thus provide 
easier access to intruders. More 
household articles are likely to be 
left outside, serving as Invitations to 
theft. Patterns of economic activity 
may also be related to ebbs and 
flows of crime, especially the 
purchase of retail goods and serv­
ices. The data In this report attempt 
to describe seasonal patterns in 
crime and to speculate on the 
reasons behind them. 

As Bloc.k has observed, whether a 
particular time series is seasonal 
depends to a great extgnt on how 
seasonality is defined. In this 
study, the crimes are examined from 
two perspectives. One analyzes the 
total variation of the average 
monthly victimization rates from the 
mean for the 12-year period and con­
structs a standardized Ir..dex that 
enables each crime to be ranked ac­
cording to the amo!.!nt of variation it 
exhibits. This statistic 1s designated 
as the Coefficient of Seasonal Varia­
tion (C8V), and the specific values 
are referred to as Indicators of sea­
sonality. The other measure Is the 
Coefficient of Deterrn,jnatlon, more 
commonly known as R':', and hltU­
cates the proportion of the variation 
In the monthly victimization rates 
that is explained by differences be­
tween months. The R focuses on 
the consistency of the seasonal pat­
terns from year to year and thus 
more nearly corresponds to the defi­
nition of seasonality e.s recurring 
patterns of similar timing a~ 
amplltude. In this report, R values 
are referred to as measures of 
consistency. 

3See footnote 1. 

However, the R 2 is affected by 
sampling error, which may result 
in substantial variation in crime 
rates for a specific month over the 
a-year period. For crimes that 
occur infrequently, and therefore 
have ~igh relative sampling errors, 
the R figure will be substantially 
depressed. In thIs circumstance It is 
impossible to know how much of this 
low rating is due to true variation of 
the victimization rates for that 
month and how much can be as(!ribed 
to sampling error. lor crimes of 
high volume, the R is a better 
measure of consistency because the 
effect of sampling error is minimal. 
The advantage of the CSV is that it 
is less sensitive to the effects of 
sampling error in the crimes of low 
frequency. 

In the earlier NCS report on season­
ality, the X-ll program, developed 
primarily for use in economic time 
series, was used to determine

2
which 

crimes were seasonal. The R meas­
ure produces results that are very 
simi1~ to those from the X-ll, but 
the R is the preferred measure be­
cause its distributional properties 
are better known so that tests can be 
made to determine differences be­
tween crimes. 

Both the CSV and thea2 are ex­
pressed in numbers that, in thia 
study, range from .116 to .728, with 
higher values indicating more sea­
sonality or v,onslstency In the series. 
Most effects of trend on the ob­
served patterns over the 12-year 
period have be~n removed. Together, 
the CSV and R statistics can 
provide a more complete picture of 
the seasonality in crime than either 
measure can by itself. 

Table 1. CriterIa for rating 
the Gea!lOllllllty and coll!listency 
at NCB crimes 

Seasonality-Coefficient of 
Seasonal Variation (CSV) 

High seasonality 
Moderate seasonBlity 
Little or no seasonElllty 

Conslstency-Coef~lcient of 
Determination (R ) 

High consistency 
Moderate consistency 
Little or no consistency 

.44ll or more 
.33() to .44() 

Less than .330 

.600 or more 
.400 to. .600 

Less than .400 

4 The Seasonality of Crime Victimization 

Background 

The crimes included in this study 
will be discussed in terms of the two 
measures mentioned earlier--the 
amount of seasonality, indicated by 
th& CSV, and the consistency of the 
selsonal pattern, indicated by the 
R • Crimes are classified as highly 
seasonal, moderately seasonal, or 
possessing little or no seasonality. 
Similarly, consistency of the sea­
sonal pattern Is divided Into three 
groups--high, moderate, and low. 
Tests of significance have been 
computed to examine differences 
betwefn crimes for both the CSV 
and R measures. Unless otherwise 
Indicated, crimes in any of these 
three grouplngs--whether by amount 
of seasonality or consistency--are 
statistically different from those in 
the other two groups. Frequently, 
there are meaningful differences 
within groups. 

Specific criteria for determining 
the three cav classifications were 
established by examining various 
patterns of crime seasonality (table 
1). A deviation of at least 2096 
above and below the overall average 
was considered to indicate a high 
degree of seasonality. which trans­
lates into a CSV of .440 or more 
(figure 4). Highs and lows averaging 
between 1596 and 2096 from the mean, 
with CSV's botween .331l and .440, 
were classified as moderately 
seasonal. Little or no seasonality 
was defined as variations of less than 
1696 from the average, which Is Indi­
cated by a CSV less than .330. 

For a crime to qualify as haviii a 
h1ihly consistent pattern, the R 
.value must be .600 or more, which 
means that at least 6096 of the v8l'i­
ation remaining after the effect of 
the trend has been removed Is due to 
differences ootween months. Mo",r­
ate consistency is defined as an R 
falling between .400 and .600, or 
from 4096 to 6096 of the variation 
ascribable to month-to-month differ­
ences. A value less than .400 indi­
cates Ii pattern that is not consistent 
from year to year. 



Seasonality and consistency 
for all NCS crimes 

Considering crimes first from the 
standpoint of all vIctimizations, 
there are four crimes that exhibit a 
high degree of seasonality over the 
12-year period: household larceny 
$50 or more, household lar<leny less 
than $50, unlawful entry, and rape 
(table 2). The first three also dem­
onstrate sub:¥antial consistency over 
time, with R values exceeding .600. 
Rape, on the other hand, shows very 
little consistency in its patterns 
from one year to the next. In fact, 
it ranks ~Ith robbery as having the 
lowest R statistic 01 the crimes 
under consideration. However, rape 

4Rape and robbery are significantly different 
from forcible entry at the .10 level. 

is the rarest crime measured by the 
NCB, averaging about 164,000 vic­
timizations a year, and, consequent­
ly, has a high relative sampling 
erior, whIch is reflected In the low 
R • The atandardized monthly aver­
ages for rape show substantial 
variation about the overall mean 
when compared with those for 
robbery (figure 5). 

Aggravated assault and attempted 
forcible entry are moderately sea­
sonal, with highs and lows that 
deviate by approximately 1596 to 
20% from the average. These two 
crimes also fall into the middle 
category for consistency. Personal 

Analysis of the amount of' seasonality as measured 
by the percent difference from the mean 

Figure 4 
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larceny with contact Is at the high 
end of the moderately seasonal 
group, but is less consistent In 
genet'al than the other moderately 
seasonal crimes. This crime Is also 
one of small volume, averaging about 
532,000 victimizations annually. 
Personal larceny without contact 
less than $50 is also moderately 
seasonal, but Its pattern is highly 
consistent from !lear to year. In 
fact, this crime hlUl the highest R: 
value of all the crimes examined. 

5The difference between personal larceny less 
than $50 and unlawful entry Is significant at 
the .10 level. 

Table 2. Seasonality and consistency 
for all NCS crimes 

Seasonality 

High seasonality 

CoeWclent 
of SeaSOnal 

Variation 
(CSV) 

Household larceny $50 or more 
Rape 
Household larceny less than $50 
Unlawful entry 

Moderate seasonality 

Personal larceny with contact 
Personal larceny without 

contact less than $50 
Aggravated assault 
Attempted forcible entry 

Little or no seasonality 

Personal larceny without 
contect $50 or more 

Motor vehicle theft 
Robbery 
Forcible entry 
Simple assaUlt 

.585 

.579 

.483 

.476 

.430 

.396 

.374 

.363 

.291 

.281 

.264 

.257 

.239 

CollBlstency 

High consistency 

Coefficient of 
Determlnatl~ 

(R ) 

Personal larceny without 
contact les8 than $ 50 .715 

Unlawful entry .704 
Household larceny $50 or more .670 
Household larceny less than $50 .669 

Moderate consistency 

Aggravated assault .488 
Attempted forcible entry .450 
Personal larceny without 

contact $50 or more .432 

Little or no consistency 

Personal larceny with contact 
Simple assault 
Motor vehicle theft 
Forcible entry 
Robbery 
Rape 

.357 

.344 

.320 

.288 

.219 

.218 
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Seasonality and consistency 
for all NCS crimes Cri mes reported to the police 

Any crime with monthly values 
that deviate less than 15% from its 
overall average is considered as not 
having a meaningful seasonal pat­
tern. Motor vehicle theft, robbery, 
forcible entry, and simple assault 
fall into this category. These four 
crimes also rank toward the bottom 
of the consistency scale with, at 
most, about one-third of the total 
variation explained by differenlles 
between months. Personal larcenies 
with losses of $50 or more also show 
evidence of little seasonality, but 
their behavior is more predictable 
than the other four crimes. 

Table 3. Seasonality and consistency 
for NCS crimes reported to the police 

SeWlOnali t!' 
High seasonality 

Coefficient 
of Seasonal 

Variation 
(CSV) 

Household larceny $50 or more .725 
Personal larceny with contact .563 
Rape .542 
Unlawful entry .514 
Household larceny less than $50 .506 
Simple assault .468 
Aggravated assault .455 

Moderate seasonality 

Personal larceny without 
contact $50 or more 

Attempted forcible entry 

Little or no seasonality 

Robbery 
Motor vehicle theft 
Personal larceny without 

contact less than $50 
Forcible entry 

Consistency 

High consistency 

.379 

.371 

.280 

.262 

.243 

.238 

Coefficient of 
DeterminatiQll 

(Rl!) 

Household larceny $50 or more .705 

Moderate consistency 

Unlawful entry .559 
Simple assault .488 
Personal larceny without 

contact $50 or more .462 
Aggravated assault .443 
Household larceny less than $50 .439 

Little or no consistency 

Attempted forcible entry .262 
Personal larceny with contact .252 
Motor vehicle theft .241 
Forcible entry .200 
Personal larceny without 

contact less than $50 .188 
Robbery .154 
Rape .115 

Seasonal patterns can be examined 
for those crimes that are reported to 
the police and those that are not. 
Although for many crimes the amount 
of seasonality is similar whether or 
not the police were notified, there 
are some significant exceptions. 

Considering crimes reported to the 
police, there are more crimes that 
rank as highly seasonal (seven) than 
was true for the total victimization 
category (table 3). Four are the 
same crimes that ranked high on 
total victimizations; household 
larceny $50 or more, household lar­
ceny less lhan $50, unlawful entry, 
and rape. In addition, both 
aggravated and simple assault and 
personal larceny with contact display 
highly seasonal patterns. One crime, 
household larceny of $50.or more, is 
extremely seasonal, with a CSV of 
.725, or an average deviation from 
the mean of more than 30%. It also 
ranks at the top among crimes re­
ported to the police in the consis·­
tency of its seasonal pattern from 
year to year. Personal larceny with 
contact and rape, despite high sea­
scmality, rank low on the measure of 
consistent patterns. The other 
highly seasonal crimes demonstrate a 
moderate amount of consistency, 
with unlawful entry second only to 
the more costly household larcenies. 

Personal larcenies with losses of 
$50 or more and attempted forcible 
entry display a moderate amount of 
seasonality in their rates of crimes 
reported to the police. For the lar­
cenies, this is a fairly consistent 
pattern, but attempted forcible 
entry ranks low on this measure. 

6However, rape is not significantly different 
from the two crimes In the moderate category. 

6 The Seasonality of Crime Victimization 

In the little or no seasonality 
category are 3 of the 4 crimes that 
were also low on total victimiza­
tions: motor vehicle theft, robbery, 
and forcible entry. The fourth crime 
is personal larceny less than $50. AI! 
four crimes .. ank near the bottom in 
the consistency of their patterns. 

Table 4. Seasonality and consistency 
for NCS crimes not reported 
to the police 

SeWlOnali ty 

High seasonality 

Coefficient 
of Seasonal 

Variation 
(CSV) 

Rape .7(!i 
Household larceny less than $50 .<lS5 
Household larceny $50 or more .478 
Unlawful entry .458 
Personal larceny with contact .452 
Personal larceny without 

contact less than $50 .445 
Forcible entry .443 

Modera te seasonality 

Attempted forcible entry 
Motor vehicle theft 

Little Or no seasonality 

Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Personal larceny without 

contect $50 or more 
Simple assault 

Consistency 

High consistency 

Personal larceny without 

.380 

.353 

.306 

.305 

.253 

.144 

Coefficient of 
Determinati~ 

(R} 

contact less than $50 .728 
Household larceny less than $50 .660 

Moderate consistency 

Unla wful entry .584 
Household larceny $50 or more .459 
Attempted forcible entry .409 

Little or no consistency 

Forcible entry .33lJ 
Personal larceny with contact .300 
Personal larceny without 

contact $50 or more .277 
Aggravated assault .229 
Motor vehicle theft .194 
Rape .175 
~~~y JU 
Simple. assault .115 



Crimes not reported 
to the police 

There are also seven crimes that 
meet the test of high seasonality for 
those victimizations not reported to 
the police (table 4). Five were 
am<)ng those rated highly seasonal as 
reported crimes: rape, household 
larceny more and less than $50, un­
lawful entry, and personal larceny 
with contact. The two additions are 
forcible entry and personal larcenies 
without contact with l05!3eS less than 
$50. Although rape is at the top of 
the CSV ran kings, it again falls into 
the low group for year-to-year con­
sistency. Forcible entry and per­
sonallarceny with contact also are 
characterized by little consistency, 
but they both rank higher on this 
measure than rape. The two non con­
tact larcenle~ with losses less than 
$50 are not only highly seasonal, but 
consistently so, especially perso~ 
larceny, which has the highest R 
value. Unlawful entry and household 
larceny of $50 or more place in the 
middle category on consistency. 

There are only two crimes in the 
moderately seasonal range, accord­
ing to the CSV, attempted for<¥ble 
entry and motor vehicle theft. The 
former crime falls in the moderat~ly 
consistent category, but the latter 
displays very little consistency. 

Personal larcenies without contact 
of $50 or more and simple assault, in 
addition to robbery and aggravated 
assault, display little or no season­
ality as well as a low degree of con­
sistency from year to year. 

7 Motor vehicle theft does not differ signifi­
cantly from robbery s.nd aggravated assault In 
the lowest category. 

--------------~--~ --~---~------

Comparison of seasonality 
and consistency in crimes 
reported and not reported 
to the police 

In 7 of the 13 crimes under study, 
th6se incidents reported to the 
police and those not reported have 
similar amounts of seasonality; that 
is, they both fall into the same cate­
gory--high, moderate, Of low. Where 
there are significant differences in 
the amount of seasonality, crimes 
reported to the police are more sea­
sonal in six instances, and nonre­
ported crimes are more seasonal in 
three (table 5). For the remaining 
crimes, there was no difference in 
the amount of seasonality. The 
sharpest contrasts in the amount of 
seasonality occur for aggravated and 
simple assault, both of which are 
highly seasonal for those incidents 
reported to the police and exhibit 
little or no seasonality in non­
reported crimes. Two crimes, per­
sonallarceny without contact less 
thal1 $50 and forcible entry, behave 
in opposite fashion, with crimes not 
reported to the police displaying 
high seasonality when compared with 
reported crimes. 

For 8 of the 13 crimes, the meas­
ure of consistency follows a similar 
pattern to that for seasonality in 
distinguishing between reported and 
nonreported crimes. For example, in 
four cases, reported crimes that are 
more seasonal are also more consis­
tent than nonreported crimes. The 
category of crimes with no difference 

in consistency contains 4 of the 5 
crimes with the fewest number of 
incidents as measured by the NCS. 

There appear. to be varying reasons 
for the differences )n the amount of 
seasonality between reported and 
nonreported victimizations. In 
general, crimes that are reported to 
the police tend to be more serious, 
either in terms of injury to the vic­
tim or in the amount of economic 
loss. This is true between types of 
crime and also within a single crime. 
Some of the crimes studied are by 
definition more serious than others, 
for example, larcenies of $50 or 
more compared to those less than 
$50 and aggravated varsus simple 
assaults. However, there can be 
considerable variation within one 
crime in the degree of seriousness 
and thus in the likelihood of its being 
reported to the police. Forcible 
entry with a loss of $1,000 or more is 
much more likely to be reported than 
the same crime when nothing is 
taken, 95% vs. 48%, respectively, in 
1984. Similarly, simple assault can 
range from a casual verbal threat to 
an attack involving minor injury, 
with the latter more likely to be 
reported to the police. 

Although degrees of seriousness 
within crimes have not been exam­
ined for this report, the evidence 

Table 5. Relative amount of seasonality end consistency in crimes reported 
to the police, compared with crimes oot reported to the policc 

Are reeQrted or nonreQorted crimes more: 

Seasonal (CSV) Consistent (R2) 

Personal crimes 
Rape No difference No difference 
Robbery No difference No difference 
Aggravated assault Reported Reported 
Simple assault Reported Reported 
Personal larceny 

With contact Reported No difference 
Without contact 

Less than $50 Not reported Not reported 
$50 or more Reported Reported 

Household crimes 
Burglary 

Forcible entry Not reported Not reported 
Unlawful entry Reported Not reported 
Attempted forcible entry No difference Not reported 

Household larceny 
Less than $50 No difference Not reported 
$50 or more Reported Reported 

Motor vehicle theft Not reported No difference 

Note: Significant differences were unlawful entry, which is significant at 
determined by a t test. All differences we the .10 level. 
significant at the .05 level except the R for 

The Seasonality of Crime Victimization 7 



--------- ------------

Comparison of seasonality 
and consistency in crimes 
reported ond not reported 
to the police 

indicates that the more serious kinds 
of both aggravated and simple assault 
occur in a seasonal pattern, whereas 
the less serious forms of these crimes, 
especially simple assault, are spread 
relatively evenly throughout the 
year. Both aggravated and simple 
assault occur more frequently In the 
warmer months when people spend 
more time outdoors. The data sug­
gest that a disproportionately large 
share of these warm-weather inci­
dents are of the more serious (that 
is, reportable) kind. 

The only difference between per­
sonal and household larceny in the 
NCS is a definitional one--whether 
the incidents occurred in or n.ear the 

victim's home or elsewhere. House­
hold larcenies, regardless of the 
amount of loss or whether or not 
they are reported to the police, ex­
hibit more seasonality than personal 
larcenies (figure 6). Approximately 
five-sixths of household larcenies 
occur In the vicinity of the victim's 
home rather than Inside It. Because 
it is more likely for property to be 
left outside the home In the warmer 
months, this may explain the high 
incidence of stolen household goods 
at that time of year. Weather ap­
parently plays less of a role in 
personal larcenies, which can occur 
in a diverse array of settings, such as 
at workplaces, inside commercial 
buildings, in parking lots or garages, 

Differences In the amount of seasonality for personal and household larceny 

in association with leisure activities, 
on the way to or from any of these 
activities, and so forth. Thus, 
personal larcenies $50 o!' more dis­
playa moderate amount of seasonal­
ity for those Incidents reported to 
the pollce. Those not reported are 
apparently less memorable, possibly 
beC!ause they clUster toward the 
lower end of the category, and show 
little evidence of seasonal varia­
tion. Personal larcenies less than 
$5. /J are a special case. They are 1 of 
trle 3 crimes where the Incidetlts not 
reported to the police are more sea­
sonal than those that are reported. 
The explanation appears to lie In the 
large number of such victimizations 
that are never brought to police 

Reported to the police Not reported to the police 
Loss of less than $50 Loss of less than $50 

Percent difference Percent difference 
from the mean from the mean 
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attention and in the locations where 
the greatest number of such crimes 
occurs. Appro:!Simately 7 out of 8 of 
these thefts are not reported to the 
police, and roughly one-third occur 
inside schools or on school property 
(compared to 1096 for personallarce­
nies of $50 or more). Thefts occur­
ring on school property are frequently 
reported to school authorities, but 
seldom become matters of police con­
cern. Unlike other larcenies, the 
peak months for personal larcenies 
less than $50 are in the fall at tre 
start of the school year. The R 
statistic of .728 demonstrates that 
this pattern is highly consistent from 
year to year. 

Patterns of seasonality 

The other two crimes that display 
more seasonality in incidents not 
reported to the police are forcible 
entry and motor vehicle theft. Of 
the 13 crimes included in this report, 
these are the 2 with the highest 
police reporting rates, 73% and 69%, 
respectively, In 1984. These are 
obviously considered by victims to be 
serious crimes, and most will be re­
ported whenever they occur through­
out the year. In the case of motor 
vehicle theft, 86% of completed 
thefts were reported to the police In 
1984, but only 4096 of attempted 
thefts became part of the police 
record. Attempted thefts, which 
dominate nonreported motor vehicle 

Personal crimes 

Reported crimes At or near Above Below Reported crimes 

thefts, are apparently more seasonal, 
but the pattern from year to year is 
highly variable. Nonreported forci­
ble entries, which are largely situa­
tions where little or nothing of value 
is taken! are in the highly seasonal 
category. 

Household crimes 
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average average average 
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Patterns of seasonality 

Similar amounts of seasonality with different seasonal patterns for reported 
pe('Sonal larceny with contact and unlawful entry and for not reported 
personal larceny without contact of less than $50 and forcible entry 

Reported to the police Not reported to the pOlice 
Percent difference 
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The seasonal variations in crime 
rates--those months that are signifi­
cantly above and below the overall 
average--are not the same for all 
crimes. However, the most common 
pattern is for rates to be highest in 
one o'r more of the summer months 
(June, July, and August) and 10weBt 
in January, February, and March. 
This is generally true for both crimes 
reported to the police and those not 
reported and is particularly evident 
in crimes against households (figure 
7). Household crimes not reported to 
the police adhere most closely to 
this pattern, with 85% of the months 
that differ significantly from the 
average registering peaks 1n the 
summer and lows in the l'~inter. At 
the opposite end of the E,pectrum, 
only about one-third of nonreported 
personal crimes fit this configuration. 

The most striking exception to the 
conventional pattern is personal 
larcenies without contact less than 
$50 that are not reported to the 
pOlice, where, as noted earlier, the 
highest rates coincide with the first 
part of the school year, September 
through January, and the low months 
occur in the summer when most 

8The determination of which months are above 
or below the overall average is obtained from 
a t test. See the further discussion In the. 
Technical Appendix. 
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schools are not in session. Other 
departures from the norm among 
nOlU'eported crimes are robbery and 
personal larceny with contact, which 
both peak in December, with the 
latter having lows in August and 
September. Personal larcenies of 
$50 or more are characterized by 
highs and lows in nonconsecutive 
months; highs in August, November, 
and December; and lows in January, 
April, and May. 

Reported personal cri mes are more 
likely to follow the usual pattern, 
although rape and personal larceny 
less than $50 have no months that 
significantly exceed the overall 
average. Rape's only low month is 
December, whereas larceny registers 
lows in January and June. Robbery 
and personal larceny with contact 
have peaks in August and December, 
and the more expensive personallar­
cenies without contact show a high 
in November, in addition to the usual 
summer highs. The substantial 
amount of seasonality in December 
displayed by robbery and personal 
larceny with contact for both report­
ed and nonreported crimes is un­
doubtedly related to the heavy vol­
ume of shopping that occurs during 
the holiday season. 

June December 

The six household crimes, espe­
cially those not reported to the 
police, follow the high in summer, 
low in winter pattern rather closely. 
What few deviations there are tend 
to be in adjoining months. However, 
reported forcible entry burglaries 
and larcenies less than $50 have 
December highs, in addition to at 
least one high month in the summer. 
Nonreported motor vehicle thefts 
peak in November as well as in June, 
July, and August. 

Crimes with the samle amount of 
seasonality may have vrery different 
seasonal patterns (figure 8). Among 
crimes reported to the police, per­
sonal larceny with contact and 
unlawful entry are both highly sea­
sonal, but where the latter crime 
follows the conventional pattern, 
contact larcenies peak in December 
as well as in August. Two crimes not 
reported to the police, personal 
larceny without contact less than 
$50 and forcible entry, have almost 
identical amounts of :<aasonality, but 
differ sharply in their high and low 
months. 

10 The Seasonality of Crime Victimization 



Technical appendix 

This report on seasonality in crime 
differs in a number of ways from the 
1980 report, Crime and Seasonalitr. 
Twelve years of data were used in­
stead of 5. Rape, personal larceny 
with contact, and attempted forcible 
entry were added to the crimes 
studied. Four crimes, whose sub­
categories have been separately ana­
lyzed in this report, were eliminated 
(assault, personal larceny without 
contact, burglary, and household 
larceny). In addition to examining 
the seasonal movement of all victim­
izations for a particular crime, 
separate analyses were made of 
cri mes reported to the police and 
those not reported. Two analytical 
techniques were used that, in addi­
tion to describing seasonal patterns, 
made it possible to determine differ­
ences in the amount of seasonality 
among the various crimes and in the 
consistency of seasonal patterns 
over time. 

The two measures of seasonality 
used in this report, the Coefficient 
of Seasonal Variation (CSV) and ~e 
Coefficient of Determination (R ), 
are both derived from a multiple 
regression model and assume a linear 
relationship between the independent 
and dependent variables. The months 
of the year and a trend variable con­
stitute the independent variables in 
the regression equation. Month is 
expressed as a dummy variable, with 
Septt'mber left out of the equation 
because for most crimes it is the 
month with victimization rates that 
are closest to the annual average. 
The dependent variable is the month­
ly victimization rate for each crime 
over the 12-year period 1973 through 
1984. Thus, the model represents 
each month's effec.t on the victimi­
zation rate for a given crime, with 
an adjustment for any trend that 
may be present in the series. 

The R 2 statistic is part of the 
output of the regression model. It 
indicates the proportion of the varia­
tion in the dependent variable that is 
e:plained by the model. In this case, 
R expresses how much of the total 
variation in the monthly victimiza­
tion rates is explained (or accounted 
for) by differences between months. 
The residue (or unexplained varia­
tion) is the variation about the 
average within a specific month. 

A high R 2 value on a scale from 0 
to 1 means that the 12 values for 
each month tend to cluster around 
the average value for that month, in­
dicating little variation around the 
seasonal pattern. If graphs of the 
monthly victimization rates for such 
a crime for each of the 12 years 
were to be superimposed on one 
another, there would be a high 
degree of similarity in the ye~rly 
patterns. In this sense, the R 
statistic indicates the consistency of 
whatever seasonal pattern exists. As 
mentioned earlier, one difficulty 
with this measure is that crimes with 
low victimization rates generally 
have high relative sampling errors. 
These sampling errors may result iil 
victimization rates that vary sub­
stantially from the ~verage value, 
thus lowering the J figure. For 
crimes with low R values, one 
cannot be sure how much variation 
may be due to genuine differences 
and how much results from sampling 
error. 

The formula for computing the R 2 
value for a crime is the following: 

Regression sum of squares 
(RSS) R2 = _________ _ 

Total sum of squares 
(TSS) 

The regression sum of squares is that 
part of the variation in the de­
pendent variable (the monthly vic­
timization rate) accounted for by the 
model. The total sum of squares is 
the total variation, both the portion 
accounted for by the model and that 
·not accounted for. The variation due 
to the trend only was separately 
calculated and subtracted from both 
the numerator and denominator of 
the fraction. 

The Coefficient of Seasonal Varia­
tion is an alternative way of looking 
at month-to-month variation, which 
minimizes the problem q} sampling 
error that affects the R calcu­
lation. It measures the deviation of 
the average victimization rates for 
each month, adjusted for trend, from 
the overall 12-year average. The 
formula for the expected victimiza­
tion rate for a particular month i is: 

Si = a + 72.5(c) + bi 

where a 

c 

is the constant from 
the regJ.'ession 
is the regression 
coefficient for the 
trend variable 

72.5 is the midpoint of the 
144 months of data 
used in the measure 

b· 1 is the regJ.'ession 
coefficient for month i 

To compute the CSV, the difference 
between the S values for each month 
and the overall mean (S) is deter­
mined, and then these monthly 
values are standardized by dividing 
each of them by the mean. The 
results are then squared, the 12 
products are summed, and the square 
root of this result is the CSV. 
Following the notation above, the 
formula is: 

12 
CSV = L 

i = 1 
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Technical appendix 

SignWicant differences between 
both Rand CSY values, in the 
degrees of consistency and seasonal­
ity, respectively, can be ascertained 
from t tests. The formula for de­
termining differences between R2 
values for crimes A and B Is: 

F(A) - F(B) 
T = 

where F = 

131 and 11 are the appropri­
ate degrees of freedom for 
calculating the F statistic 

SE [F(A}] = standard error 

of the F value for crime A 

The procedure for calcula tlng dlf~ 
ferences between CSY values for 
crl mes A and B Is: 

CSy2(A) - CSy2(B) 

where YAR (CSy,). fMSE ~12r' 22 

MSE is the mean square error 
from the regression 

The Identification of specific 
months above and below the overall 
average for a particular crime Is 
obtained from a t test that is part of 
the output of the SPSS-X multiple 
regression program. Significant dif­
ferences for all t tests in this report 
assume a two-tailed test with 11 
degrees of freedom. 

The fact that the months vary 
slightly in length might be expected 
to have some impact on the meas­
ures of seasonality and consistency. 
Although the data have not been 
adjusted for this factor, an in­
dependent examination of this issue 
revealed that the effect on the 
results was negligible. 

The derivations of the formulas In 
this report and the assumptions on 
which they are based are contained 
in an Internal Census Bureau memo­
randum that is available from the 
author at (202) 724-8100. 

The CSV haa been develope:d by 
the Census Bureau as an alternative 
way of looking at seasonality. It Is 
recognized that some of the under­
lying assumptions need further study 
and refinement. However, because 
the NCS series exhibits considerable 
stability over time, It Is believed 
that this approach reflects with 
reasonable accuracy varying amounts 
of seasonality among the crimes 
measured by the survey. 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
(revised Juno 1988) 

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 (local 
301-251-5500) to order BJS reports, 
to be added to one of the BJS mailing 
lists, or to speak to a reference 
specialist In statistics at the Justice 
Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850. 
Single caples of reports are freej use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single caples of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are freej 
11-40 titles $1 OJ more than 40, $20j 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal Justice data are 
available from the Criminal Justice 
Archive and Information Network, P.O. 
Box 1248, Ann Arbor, M I 48106 
(313-763-5010). 

National Crime Survey 
Criminal victimization In tho U.S.: 

1985 (final report), NCJ-l04273, 5/87 
1984 (IIn&' report). NCJ-l 00435, 5/86 
1983 (IIm;1 report), NCJ-96459, 10/85 

BJS special reports: 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-1 09978, 3/88 
Elderly victims, NCJ-l 07676,11/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ-l07217, 

11/87 
Robbery victims, NCJ-l 04638, 4/87 
Violent crime by strangers and 

nonst.Bn9ars, NCJ-l 03702, 1/87 
Preventh19 domostlc vloience against 

women, NCJ-1 02037,8/86 
Crime prevention moaoures, 

NCJ-l00438,3/66 
The use of weapons In committing 

crimea, NCJ-99643, 1/86 
Reporting crlm<l8 to tho pollco, NCJ-

99432, 12/85 
Locl!lllnll city, suburban, and rural 

crime, NCJ-99535, 12/85 
The rl8k of vlolen: crime, NCJ·97119, 

5/85 
The economic COBt of crime to vlctlma, 

NCJ-93450, 4/84 
Family violence, NCJ·93449,4/84 
Criminal victimization 1986, NCJ· 

108989, 10/87 

BJS bulletins: 
HoulDholdl touched by crlmo, 1987, 

NCJ·111240, 5/88 
Criminal victimization 1986, NCJ· 

108989, 10/87 
Houaaholda touched by crime, 1986, 

NCJ'105289,8/87 
The crlma 01 rllpe, NCJ'96777, 3/65 
Hou.ahold bu,glary, NCJ-96021, 1/85 
Vlolant crime by otrengera, NCJ'80829, 

4/82 
Crime end tho elderly, NCJ'79614, 1/82 
Measuring crime, NCJ·7571 0,2/81 

The B19010nallty of crime Victimization, 
NCJ-lll 033,6/88 

Series crimes: Report of B lIeld test (8JS 
technical report), NCJ-l04615, 4/87 

C.lme and oldor Americans Inlormatlon 
package, NCJ-l04569, $10,5/87 

Llletlme likelihood 01 victimization, (8JS 
technical report), NCJ-l 04274, 3/87 

Te"noge Victims, NCJ-103138, 12/86 
Responoe to screening questions In the 

National Crime Survey (8JS technical 
report), NCJ'97624, 7/85 

Victimization and fear of crime: World 
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85 

The 1Il:.tlonel Crime Survey: Working 
papers, voi. I: Current and historical 
perspectives, NCJ-75374, 8/82 
vol. II: Methodological studies, 
NCJ-90307, 12/84 

Issuea In the measurement of vic­
timization, NCJ-74662, 10/81 

The coat 01 negligence: L0886slrom 
pravantable household burglaries, 
NCJ'53527,12/79 

Repa victimization In 26 American cities, 
NCJ'55878,8/79 

An Introduction to the National Crlm'e 
Survey, NCJ-43732,4/78 

Local victim survey.: A revlow of the 
ISluea, NCJ-39973,8/77 

Corrections 
BJS buffetlns and special reports: 

Prisoners In 1 987, NCJ·l1 0331,4/88 
Prollie 01 State prllon Inmates, 1 986, 

NCJ-l09926,l/88 
Capital punishment 1 9S6, NCJ-l06483, 

9/87 
Imprisonment In four countries, NCJ· 

103967,2/87 
Population denelty In State prisons, 

NCJ'103204, 12/86 
Stata and Federal prisoners, 1925'85, 

102494,11/86 
Prison admissions and releBsoD, 1983, 

NCJ-l 00582,3/86 
Examining rocldlvlsm, NCJ·96501, 2/85 
Roturnlng to prleon, NCJ·95700, 11/64 
Time sorved In prison, NCJ-93924,6/84 

Hletorlcel alatlstlc8 on prisoners In State 
and Federallnatltutlon~, yoarend 1925· 
86, NCJ-lll 098,6/88 

Correctional populations In tho U.S. 
1985, NCJ'103957, 2/88 

1984 census 01 State adult correctional 
locilitleo, NCJ-1 05585,7/87 

Hlotorlcal correctl~ns statistics In the 
U.S., 1850-1984, NCJ·l02529, 4/87 

1979 survey 01 inmates 01 State correctional 
lacllities and 1979 census olSlale 
correctlonallacllitles: 

BJS special reports: 
The provalence 01 Imprisonment, 

NCJ-93657,7/85 
Career patterns In crime, NCJ-88672. 

6/83 

8JS bulletins: 
Prisoners and drugs, NCJ'87575, 

3/83 
Prisoners and alcohol, NCJ·86223, 

1/83 
Prisons and prisoners, NCJ'80697, 

2/82 
Velarsns In prison, NCJ-79232, 11/81 

Census 01 Jails and survey ol/eil Inmates: 
Drunk drlvln9, NCJ·l09945, 2/88 
Jail Inmoiea, 1986, NCJ'107123, 10/87 
Jollinmatos1985, NCJ·l05586. 7/87 
The 1983 Jail census (8JS bullelln), 

NCJ·95536, 11/84 
Caneuo 01 Jails, 1978: Dala lor 

Individual Jails, vols. HV, Northeasl, 
North Central, South, West, NCJ· 
72279·72282,12/81 

Profile 01 Jallinmotlls, 1978, 
NCJ'65412,2/81 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

Probation and parole 1986, NCJ· 
108012,12/87 

Probation and porola 1985, NCJ· 
i 03683, 1/87 

Setting prlaon terrns, NCJ· 76218,8/83 

BJS spoclal reports: 
Tlmo served in prloon end on parole, 

1984, NCJ·l 08544,1/86 
Recidivism 01 young paroleos, NCJ-

104916,5/87 

Parole In the U.S., 1980 and 1981, 
NCJ·87387,3/66 

Characterlotics of peraons entering 
perolo during 1978 and 1979, NCJ· 
87243,5/83 . 

Characteristics 01 the parole population, 
1978, NCJ-66479, 4/81 

Children in custody 
Public Juvenile facilities, 1985 

(bulletin), NCJ-l 02457. 10/86 
1982-83 census 01 Juvonlle detention 

and correctionallacliitles, NCJ-
101686,9/86 

Expenditure and employment 
BJS bulletins: 

JUBtice expenditure and employment: 
1985, NCJ-l04460, 3/87 
1983, NCJ-l01776, 7/86 
1982, NCJ-98327, 8/85 

Juotlce expenditure and employment In 
the U.S.: 
1980 and 1981 extracts, NCJ-96007, 

6/85 
1971-79, NCJ-92596, 11/84 
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Courts 
BJS bUlletins: 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ-1 06273,8/87 

The growth 01 appeals: 1973·83 trenda, 
NCJ-96381, 2/65 

Case filings In State courts 1983, 
NCJ-95111, 10/84 

BJS special reporls: 
Felony case-processing time, NCJ-

101985,8/86 
FelonV aentenclng In 18 local Jurisdic­

tions, NCJ-97681, 6/85 
The prevalonce 01 guilty pless, NCJ-

96018, 12/84 
Sentencing practices In 13 States, 

NCJ·95399, 10/84 
Criminal defense systems: A national 

survey, NCJ'94630, 8/84 
Haboas corpus, NCJ·9294B, 3/84 
State court caaoload statistics, 1977 

and 1961, NCJ·B7587, 2/83 

Sentencing outcomes In 2B folony 
court., NCJ'105743, 6/87 

National criminal defenso system. study, 
NCJ-94702, 10/86 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1982, NCJ-j 06990,5/68 
1981, NCJ-l01380,9/86,$7.60 
1980, NCJ-97684, 10/85 
1979, NCJ-86462, 5/84 

Felony laws of the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia, 1986, 

NCJ-l05066, 2/88, $14.70 
State court model statistical dictionary, 

Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85 
1 st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80 

State court or9anlzation 1980, NCJ-
76711,7/82 

Computer crime 
BJS special reports: 

Electronic fund transtor fraud, NCJ· 
96666,3/85 

Electronic lund transler and crime, 
NCJ-92650, 2/84 

Electronic lund tranaler Dyatems fraud, 
NCJ·l00461,4/86 

Computor socurl!}' tochnlques, NCJ· 
84049,9/82 

Electronic lund tronaler oYBtems and 
crime, NCJ·63736, 9/82 

ExpGirt witness manual, NCJ'77927, 9/81, 
$11,50 

Criminal Juetlco resourco manual, 
NCJ·61550, 12/79 

Privacy and security 
Privacy and security 01 criminal history 
Inlormatlon: Compendium 01 State 
legl8latlon: 1984 overview, NCJ· 

98077, 9/85 

Criminal JUBlice Information policy: 
Automated IIngerprlnt IdantlllClltlon 

eyster.ls: Technology and policy 
Issues, NCJ'104342, 4/87 

Criminal JUBtice "hor' Illes, 
NCJ-l 01850,12/86 

Date quality policies and procedures: 
Proceedlnga o! a BJS/SEARCH 
con lorence, NCJ.l01849, 12/86 

Crime control and criminal records 
(8JS special report), NCJ-99176, 
10/85 

Stete criminal records repositories 
(8JS technical report), NCJ-99017, 
10/85 

Data quality of criminal history records, 
NCJ-98079, 10/85 

Intelligence and Investigative records, 
NCJ-95787,4/85 

Vlctlm/wltnass legislation: An over­
View, NCJ-94365, 12/84 

Information policy and crime control 
strstegles (SEARCH/8JS conference), 
NCJ-93926, 10/84 

Research accellS to criminal Justice 
data, NCJ-B4154, 2/63 

Privacy and Juvonlle Justice records, 
NCJ-84152,1/83 

See order form 
on last page 

Federal Justice statistics 
The Federal civil Justice system (8JS 

bulletin), NCJ'l 04769,7/87 
Employer perceptions of workplace 

crime, NCJ-l01851, 7/87 

Federal offenses and offenders 

BJS special reports: 
Pretrial release and detention: The Ball 

Relorm Act 011984, NCJ-l 09929,2/88 
White-collar crime, NCJ-l06876, 9/87 
Pretrial release and misconduct, NCJ· 

96132,1/85 

BJS bulletins: 
!lank robbery, NCJ·94463, 8/84 
Faderal drug law violators, NCJ· 

92692,2/84 
Federal Justice statistics, NCJ· 

80814,3/82 

General 
BJS buffetlns and special reports: 

International crime rates, NCJ·l1 0776, 
5/88 

Tracking offenders, 1984, NCJ·l09666, 
1/88 

BJS telephone contacts '87, NCJ-
102909, 12/86 

Tracking offendsrs: White-collar crime, 
NCJ'102867,11/86 

Police employment and expenditure, 
NCJ-l00117,2/86 

Trackln9 offenders: The child victim, 
NCJ-95785, 12/84 

Trackln9 offenders, NCJ-91572, 11/83 
Victim and witness assistance: New 

State laws and the system's 
response, NCJ'87934, 5/83 

Report to the Nation on crime and 
Juntice, second edition, NCJ· 

105506, 6/88 
SJS data report, 1987, NCJ·l1 0643, 

5/86 
SJS a •• huel report, IIscal1987, 

NCJ-l09928,4/88 
Data center & clearinghouse lor drugl. 

& crime Ibrochure), BC'000092, 2/88 
Drugu and crime: A gulda to BJS data, 

NCJ·l 09956, 2/68 
Sourcobook 01 criminal JUBtice statistics, 

1 988, NCJ·l 05287, 9/87 
1986 directory 01 automated criminal 

Justice Inlormatlon oytoms, NCJ· 
102260, 1/87, 520 

Publications 01 BJS, 1971·84: A topical 
bibliography, T8030012, 10/86, S 17.50 

BJS publications: Selected library In 
microfiche, 1 971·84, PR030012, 

10/86, $203 domestic 
NotiOnal survey of crime sevorlty, NCJ· 

96017,10/85 
Criminal victimization 01 District 01 

Columbia r.,aldents and Capitol Hili 
amployeos, 1982'83, NCJ·97962: 
Summary, NCJ·98567,9/85 

DC houoehold Victimization survey data 
baso: 
Study Implomentatlon, 

NCJ·96595, $7.60 
Documentation, NCJ·98596, $6.40 
User manual, NCJ-98597, $8.20 

How to gain 8ccess to BJS data 
(brochure), 8C·000022, 9/64 

BJS maintains the following 
mailing lists: 

a Drugs and crime data (new) 
" White-collar crime (new) 
a National Crime Survey (annual) 
a Corrections (annual) 
a Juvenile corrections (annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history information and 
Information policy 

a Federal statistics (annual) 
a BJS bulletins and special reports 

(apprOXimately twice a month) 
a Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 
To be added to these lists, write to: 
Justice Statistics Clearlnghouse/ 
NCJRS 
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850. 



To be added to any BJS 
rnamhglist, please copy 
or cut out this page, fill 
in,fold, stamp, and mail 
to the Justice Statistics 
Cleari nghouse/N CJ RS. 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

To order copies of recent 
BJS reports, check here 0 
and circle items you want 
to receive on other side 
of this sheet. 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 
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City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: 

Criminai justice interest: 

Put your organization 
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O Justice expenditure and employ­
ment reports-annual spending 

o Juvenile corrections reports­
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correction­
al facilities 
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local governments and by func-
tion (police, courts, etc.) 

o White-collar crime--data on the I 
processing of Federal white­
collar crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and informa­
tion policy-new legislation; 
maintaining and releasing 
intelligence and investigative 
records; data quality issues 

o Federal statistics-data 
describing Federal case proces­
sing, from investigation through 
prosecution, adjudication, and 
corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offend-

New! ers, drug use at time of crime by 
jail inmates and State prisoners, 
and other quality data on drugs, 
crime, and law enforcement 

o BJS bulletins and special reports 
-timely reports of the most 
current justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts - case processing 
from prosecution through court dis­
position, State felony laws, felony 
sentenCing, criminal defense 

o Correcitions reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of 
jailS, prisons, parole, probation, 
and othl~r corrections data 

o Nationall Crime Survey reports­
the only regular national survey 
of crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justlce 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data frorn 150 + sources (400 + 
tables, 100 + figures, index) 

o Send me is form to sign up for NIJ 
Reports (issued free 6 times l:i 
year), which abstracts both 
private and government criminal 
justice publications and lists 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field, 
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Foreign 
Domestic 

Distribution 
Export 
Transshipment 
Import into U.S. 

Finance 
Money laundering 
Profits 

The fight against drugs 

Enforcement 
Border interdiction 
Investigation 
Seizure & forfeiture 
Prosecution 

Consumption reduction 
Prevention 
Education 
Treatment 

Consequences of drug use 

Abuse 
Addiction 
Overdose 
Death 

Crime 
While on drugs 
For drug money 
Trafficking 

Impact on justice system 

Social disruption 

The Data Center & Clearinghouse 
for Drugs & Crime is funded ty 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
and directed by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 

Major heroin smuggling routes into the United States 

DEA Quarterly IntellIgence Trends 

One 1re® phone ca~1 can gave you access 
to a growong data balse on dll1lllgS & crime 

The new Data Center & Clearing­
house for Drugs & Crime is managed 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
To serve you, the center will-

o Respond to your requests 
for drugs and crime data 

Cl Let you know about new drugs and 
crime data reports. 

G Send you reports on drugs and crime. 

o Conduct special bibliographic 
searches for you on specific drugs 
and crime topics. 

o Refer you to data on epidemiol­
ogy, prevention, and treatment of 
substance abuse at the National 
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug 
Information of the Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis­
tration. 

o Publish special reports on subjects 
such as assets forfeiture and seizure, 
economic costs of drug-related 
crime, drugs and violence, drug laws 
of the 50 States, drug abuse and 
corrections, and innovative law 
enforcement reactions to drugs and 
crime. 

1'.1 Prepare a comprehensive, concise 
report that will bring together a rich 
array of data to trace and quantify 
the full flow of illicit drugs from 
cultivation to consequences. 

Major cocaine smuggling routes 
into the United States 

DEA Qvarterly 
Intelligence Trends 

Call now and speak to a specialist 
in drugs & crime statistics: 

Or write to the Data Center & 
Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime 
1600 Research Boulevard 
Rockville, MD 20850 


