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This State Court Organization, 1980 establishes 
a new state court statistical series containing 
organizational, finanCial, and personnel statistics 
for the court systems in all fifty states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, 
the Virgin Islands, and Guam. This volume is the 
result of a cooperative effort of the National Cen­
ter for State Courts (NCSC) and the Conference of 
State Court Administrators (COSCA). This work will 
be a companion document to the continuing State 
Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report serr,es 
also produced by the National Court Statistics Pro­
ject (NCSP). This reference updates and expands 
previous national court surveys conducted by the 
Bureau of the Census in 1971, 1975, and 1977. Data 

The Conference of State Court Administrators 
and its National Court Statistics Project Committee 
has worked closely with the National Center for 
State Courts NCSP staff in preparing this volume. 
State court administrators helped to determine 
which data would be collected, and then served as 
the primary source of much of the data. This work 
contains information on many facet 1 of court or­
ganization and administration collw::ted and uni­
formly organized in a single source for the first 
time. Comprehensive coverage is given to the or­
ganization and functions of the courts as well as 
the operations, budget, and personnel of the state 

iii 

contained in this volume were collected dir.ectly 
from each state court administrative office as well 
as from other, independent sources. The leadership 
and assistance of COSCA, and especially the NCSP 
Committee chaired by Bert M. Montague, has insured 
the quality and usefulness of this the first edi­
tion of a new national court statistical series. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Director 
National Center for State Courts 

court administrative offices. This volume should 
prove to be a valuable reference source for court 
organizational, managerial, and administrative 
data. 

Bert M. Montague, Chairman 
NCSP Committee 
Conference of State Court Administrators 
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Int roduc t ion 

National Court Statistics Project 

This volume containing infonnation on state 
court organization as of January 1, 1980 is the 
product of the continuing cooperative relationship 
between the Conference of State Court Administra­
tors (COSCA) and the National Center for State 
Courts (NCSC). Financial management, project man­
agement, and staffing responsibility are assumed 
by the National Court Statistics Project (NCSP) of 
the NCSC. COSCA, through its NCSP Committee, pro­
vides general policy review, guidance, and control 
over all project activities. 

One of the primary purposes of the NCSP is to 
produce a volume containing data on court organiza­
tion and management from the 50 states, the Dist­
rict of Columbia, and territories of the United 
States, including American Samoa, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. This volume is in­
tended to serve as a companion volume to the State 
Court Case load Statistics: Annual Report series, 
that contains court case load data from most of 
these same jurisdictionl. Data collected for in­
clusion in this volume wust be gathered and organ­
ized to facilitate compl.rison with similar informa­
tion across jurisdictional boundaries. 

These NCSC goals required the careful choosing 
of the methodology used to gather data from each 
jurisdiction and to report ~t in this volume, both 
state by state and collected into summary tables. 

History of the development of State Court Or­
ganization, 1980. 

The National Survey of Court Organization was 
conducted first for LEAA in late 1971 by the Bureau 
of Census as a preliminary step to establishing a 
national program of court statistics. One major 
purpose of the survey was to obtain information 
about court organizations and the types and loca­
tions of court records in use. Data were also 
gathered on the geographic and subject matter ju­
risdiction as well as on the number and types of 
court personnel. Supplements to the original re­
port, containing updated descriptions of court or­
ganizations in states that had undergone major re­
organizations, were published in September of 1975 
and May of 1977. The National Survey provided the 
inspiration for the present volume. 

This work is divided into two sections. The 
first section contains comparative statistics on 
state court personnel and administration presented 
in easy-to-read summary tables. The second section 

2 

contains information on the organization, jurisdic­
tion, routes of appeal, and personnel for each 
level of court in each state. Information in the 
"profiles" section of the volume is presented 
alphabetically, first for all states followed by 
the territories, for the convenience of people in­
terested in locating information about specific 
jurisdictions. 

Nethodology 

The first step in the design of this report was 
to determine the information requirements to be 
satisfied by the document. At the request of the 
COSCA NCSP Committee, project staff proposed data 
elements for inclusion in the report in the form 
of table shells and narrative outlines. Current 
data on court organization reported elsewhere were 
examined for possible use in this report. The 
COSCA NCSP Committee accepted some table shells 
entirely, changed specific data elements in others, 
combined some tables, and add~d others. Through 
several iterations, a set of table shells useful 
to judges, court administrators, planners, re­
searchers, and others was agreed upon. 

The second step in producing this report was a 
search for data to fill the empty table shells. 
Publications of the National Center for State 
Courts, the American Judicature Society, the Bureau 
of the Census, the Center for Jury Studies, the 
American Bar Association, and other organizations 
were examined to determine the number of tabl~s 
that could be completed using current data already 
published. Some data elements were gathered dir­
ectly from the search of state constitutions and 
statutes. It was decided that questionnaires 
should be used to capture only those data that are 
either not available from other sources or that 
change every year. This approach conserves re­
sources by making maximum use of existing data. 

Project staff, with the guidance of the COSCA 
NCSP Committee, formulated the outline to be used 
in constructing the state court organizational nar­
rative profiles. The NCSP annual report series and 
individual state annual reports provided the infor­
mation necessary to construct one chart displaying 
the court organization structure and another por­
traying the organization of the office of the state 
court administrator. The profile outline was com­
pleted initially with information taken from the 
Implementation of Standards of Judicial Administra­
tion (ISJA) project profiles. This information was 
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supplemented by the study of state constitutions 
and statutes and other sources of court organiza­
tion data. 

A two-part questionnaire, designed to elicit 
data not available from published sources, was pre­
pared. The first section of the questionnaire con­
tained standard questions because data were unavail­
able for all states. The second section of the 
questionnaire was "tailor-made" for each state to 
elicit data elements missing only from that parti­
cular state. The preliminary court organization 
narrative profiles constructed for each state were 
included for review as a part of the "tailored" 
portion of the questionnaire. As the layout of the 
narrative profiles was expanded and refined, 
changes to the general audiencp. and "tailored" por­
tions of the questionnaire were required. 

The questionnaire was tested in five states, 
chosen because they represented the extreme points 
in mUltiple measures (for example, degree of cen­
tralization, complexity of court structure, etc.) 
describing the various state court systems. Final 
adjustments, stemming from the results of the pre­
test, were made to the questionnaire, and it was 
distributed to all the states, American Samoa, the 
District Ot Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands. A copy of the general portion of 
the questic)TIna ire and examples of the "tailored" 
portion of the questionnaire are contained in Ap­
pendix B. 

Project staff gave assistance to the state 
court administrative offices in filling out the 
questionnaires through telephone discussions. 
Follow-up letters and telephone calls were made in 
an effort to ensure a response rate as close to 
100% as possible. Responses were eventually re­
ceived from all but 2 states and 2 territories. 

As questionnaires were ret~rned from the state 
court administrative offices, data were entered on 
the summary tables and the narrative profiles were 
corrected to reflect information supplied on the 
questionnaires. Data from other sources were col­
lected and entered on summary tables. A follow-up 
questionnaire, requesting verification by the 
states of data gathered from other sources was 
"tailored" for each state and mailed out. Examples 
taken from the follow-up questionnaire are given in 
Appendix B. Data already entered on the summary 
tables and contained in the organizational charts 
and narratave profiles were corrected using the 
follow-up questionnaires returned by the states. 
Supporting material for the final volume was writ­
ten, and the entire document was prepared for pub­
lication. 

How to Use this Document 

The Survey of Court Organization has been div­
ided into two sections for ease of reference. Part 
I consists of 36 tables containing data from all 
the states and other jurisdictions covered in the 
document and describing particular facets of court 
organization, structure, and administration. Data 
given are summary in nature. Subject matter 
covered by the tables is diverse, including de­
scrip~ions of justices and judges positions at all 
levels of court; court jurisdiction; methods of 
judicial selection; the selection, qualification, 
and use of jurors; state-level court administrative 
'ffices; and descriptions of judicial disciplinary 
·odies. The table format allows the reader to se-
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lect for further Htudy particular states/courts 
according to particular characteristics, or to com­
pare different approaches to common problems by 
noting the frequency of certain responses. 

Part II of the survey contains narrative 
profiles and figures that describe t~e organization 
of the judicial system in each state. The profiles 
all follow a uniform format. Information is pre­
sented on seven topics: 

1. Court(s) of Last Resort 
2. Intermediate Appellate Court(s) 
3. Court(s) of General Jurisdiction 
4. Court(s) of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 
5. State-Level Administration 
6. Quasi-Judicial Officers 
7. Judicial Dicipline 

Each state profile is constructed using the 
same outline, simplifying the process of locating 
particular information from one or numerous courts/ 
states. Two charts are included in each profile, 
one displaying the courts and the routes of appeal 
among them; the other a diagram of the organization 
of the state-level court administrative office. 

Most readers will want to examine both ~arts 
of the document using the summary tables to select 
states and territories that merit closer investiga­
tion. At the back of the volume, some additional 
references are given for other types of information 
not included in the present edition. 

Limitations 

One of the reasons for producing the State 
Court Organization, 1980 was to produce a single 
source for a great variety of court organization 
data. Much of the information contained in this 
volume has been available separately in the past 
in a number of different reports prepared by 
different groups. The very process of gathering 
this information together has itself caused some 
problems with the comparability of data in this 
volume. 

An effort was made to ensure that data present­
ed here would be as current and, at the same time, 
as uniform as possible. State court administrative 
offices were asked to use January 1, 1980, or the 
court/fiscal/administrative year ending closest to 
that date as the point in time for data they sup­
plied. During the time between data collection and 
the final publication of the document, the adminis­
trative and organizational structures of the var­
ious court systems may have undergone changes. 
Where these changes could b~ Rnticipated (for ex­
ample, the planned creation or elimination of cer­
tain courts, the proposed addition of judges to 
existing courts, or adopted but not yet enacted 
changes in court jurisdiction), they were included 
in the document along with their anticipated effec­
tive dates. Subsequent changes must await periodic 
updates of this volume. 

The wide variety of sources for material in 
this document has also created problems of data 
comparability. Generally, each table is internally 
consistant with respect to time periods and item 
definitions, but among tables or among tables and 
profiles, particularly where the tables were con­
structed using data from outside sources, time per­
iods and item definitions are certain to vary to 



some extent. Comparisons between the narrative 
profiles and summary tables may, in some cases, be 
misleading, since they reflect data collected for 
different time periods from different sources. 
Every attempt was made by project staff to maintain 
as high a level of internal consistancy as possible 
among the various sections of the document, but 
some unresolved conflicts may remain. To assist 
in eliminating some of the problems of interpreting 
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the information contained in this volume, a glos­
sary of the definitions of terms used in the docu­
ment (for example, full-time equivalent) is con­
tained in Appendix C. Definitions of court terms 
used in this document, in particular, definitions 
of case-types, are those given in the State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary previousl~~ 
by the NCSP. 

,\, 

Part I: State Court Organization Summary Data 



Table I: Justices of courts of last resort, 1980. . 
Name of court, number of authorized justices, method of selection, 
term. and salary. 

State and court title 

ALABAHA--Supreme Court .•••••••••• 
ALASKA--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
ARIZONA--Supreme Court ••.•••••••. 
ARKANSAS--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA--Supreme Court ••.••••• 

COLORADO--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT--Supreme Court c •••••• 

DELAHARE--Supreme Court ••.••••••• 
FLORIDA--Supreme Court .•••••••••• 
GEORGIA--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 

HAlvAII--Supreme Court •••.•••••••• 
IDAHO--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
ILLINOIS--Supreme Court ••••.••••• 
INDIANA--Supreme Court ••.•••••••• 

IOHA--Supreme Court •••.•••••••••• 
KANSAS--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
KENTUCKY--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
LOUISIANA--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
MAINE--Supreme Judicial Court •••• 

MARYLAND--Court of Appeals ••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS--Supreme Judicial 
Court ......•...............•. 

MICHIGAN--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
MINNESOTA--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI--Supreme Court ••••••• 
HISSOURI--Supreme Court •••••••••• 

MONTANA--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
NEVADA--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
NEH HAMPSHIRE--Supreme Court ••••• 

NEW JERS.EY--Supreme Court •••••••• 

Number of 
authorized 

justices 

9 
5 
5 
7 
7 

7 
6 

5 
7 
7 

5 
5 
7 
5 

9 
7 
7 
7 
7 

7 

7 
7 
9 
9 
7 

7 
7 
5 
5 

7 

Method of selection 
of justices 

(other than Chief Justice) 

Partisan election 
Merit plant 
Merit plant, retention election 
Partisan election 
Appointed by Governor and 

confirmed by the Commission 
on Judicial Appointments 

Me ~·it plan t 
Nominated by Governor and ap-
pointed by General Assembly 

Merit plant 
Merit plant 
Merit plant 

Merit plant 
Nonpartisan election 
Partisan election 
Merit plant 

Merit plant 
Merit plant 
Nonpartisan election 
Nonpartisan election 
Appointed by Governor and 
confirmed by legislature 

Merit plant 

Merit plant 
Nonpartisan election 
Nonpartisan election 
Partisan election 
Merit plant 

Nonpartisan election 
Merit plant 
Nonpartisan election 
Appointed by Governor with 
concurrence of a majority 
of the members of the 
Executive Council 

Appointed by Governor wi th 
advice and consent of Senate 
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Term of 
justices 

6 years 
10 years 
6 years 
o years 

12 years 

10 years 
S years 

12 years 
6 years 
6 years 

10 years 
6 years 

10 years 
10 years 

8 years 
6 years 
8 years 

10 years 
7 years 

10 years 

To age 70 
8 years 
6 years 
8 years 

12 years 

8 years 
6 years 
6 yea (1" 

To age 70 

7 years 

Salary of 
justices (other 

than Chief Justice) 

$42,265 
$52,992 to $60,410 
$47,500 
$42,399 
$69,386 

$40,000 to $45,600 
$42,400 

$49,000 
$48,525 
$48,530 

$45,000 
$38,000 
$58,000 
$42,000 (with 

$3,000 sub­
sistence 
allowance) 

$49,000 
$38,500 
$49,000 
$61,635 
$34,240 

$56,200 

$50,000 
$60,500 
$56,000 
$46,000 
$50,000 

$40,000 
$43,000 
$47,250 
$40,810 

$56,000 

State and court title 

NEW HEXICO--Su preme Cour t .•.•..• 
NElv YORK--Court of Appeals .•.••. 
NORTH CAROLINA--Supreme: Court ••• 
NORTH DAKOTA--Supreme Court ..... 

OHIO--Supreme Court ..•..•..•.•.. 
OKLAHC»IA--Supreme Ccurt ..••....• 

Court of Criminal Appeals ...•• 
OREGON--Supreme Court ...•....•.• 
PENNSYLVANIA--Supreme Court 
RHODE ISLAND--Supreme Court •.•.. 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Supreme Court •.. 
SOUTH DAKOTA--Supreme Court •.... 
TENNESSEE--Supreme Court ..••.... 
TEXAS--Supreme Court .••.•••..•.. 

Court of Criminal Appeals ••.•• 
UTAH--Su preme Cour t ..•.•........ 
VERMONT--Supreme Court .•......•. 

VIRGINIA--Supreme Court ...•••... 

IVASHINGTON--Supreme Court ..•.•.. 
lVEST VIRGINIA--Supreme Court of 

Appeals ...•..••...•..•...... 
IVISCONSIN--Supreme Court .......• 
IvYOHING--Supreme Court ......•.•• 

AMERICAN S MIOA--Ap pella te 
Division of the High Court 

DISTRICT OF COLUNBIA--Court of 
Appeals ...•.•..•.....•....•. 

GUM" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO--Su preme Court ••.•.• 

VIRGIN ISLANDS .................. 
Key: 

Number of 
authorized 
justices 

5 
7 
7 
5 

7 
9 
3 
7 
7 
5 

5 
5 
5 
9 
9 
5 
5 

7 

9 

5 
7 
5 

7 

~ethod of selection 
of justices 

(other than Chief Justice) 

Partisan election 
Merit plant 
Partisan election 
Nonpartisan election 

Nonpartisan election 
Merit plant 
Merit plant 
Nonpartisan election 
Partisan election 
Appointed by state legisla­
ture in grand committee 

Elected by legislature 
Nonpartisan election 
Partisan election 
Partisan election 
Partisan election 
Merit plant 
Herit plant 

Elected by majority of vote 
of each house of the General 
Assembly 

Nonpartisan election 

Partisan election 
Nonpartisan election 
Merit plant 

Appointed by the U.S. Secretary 
of the In terior 

Merit plant 

Term 
of 

justices 

8 years 
14 years 

8 years 
10 years 

6 years 
6 years 
6 years 
6 years 

10 years 
Life 

10 years 
8 years 
8 years 
6 years 
6 years 

10 years 
6 years 

12 years 

6 years 

12 years 
10 years 

8 years 

Life 

Salary of 
justices (other 

than Chief Justice) 

$38,165 
$72,000 
$54,288 
$39,200 

$51,000 
$48,000 
$48,000 
$51,356 
$55,000 
$43,572 to $52,286 

$55,088 
$35,000 
$57,799 
$56,700 
$56,700 
$38,000 
$37,630 

$54,000 

$51, :'00 

$38,000 
$56,016 
$48,500 

$51,244 

15 years $51,750 
9 

(Does poo t 
8 

apply. Guam does not have its 
Appointed by Governor and 
confirmed by Senate 

apply. The Virgin Islands do 

own court of last resort.) 
To age 70 $36,000 

(Do es not 
not have their own court of last resort.) 

t Justices are selected through a state merit plan. Refer to Tables 11 and 12 for a description of the s tate merit plan. 

Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff review of state statutes; National Center for State Courts, Survey 
of Judicial Salaries, (Williamsburg, Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1980), Volume 6, NlIl1ber 
1, pp. 4-11; National Court Statistics Project, State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Reports 1977 
and 1978, (lVilliamsburg, Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1981). 
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Table 2: Chief justices of courts of last resort, 1980. 
Title, method of selection, term, and salary. 

State Title Method of selection Term as Chief Justice 

~~BAMA ••.••••••••. 
ALASKA ••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA •••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS ••••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA ••••••••• 

COLORADO ••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT •••••••• 
DELAWARE ••••••••••• 
FLORIDA •••••••••••• 
GEORGIA •••••••••••• 

HAWAII ••••••••••••• 
IDAHO ••••••••. , •••• 

ILLINOIS ••••••••••• 
INDIANA •••••••••••• 

IOHA ••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS G •••••••••••• 

KENTUCKy ••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA •••••••••• 

MAINE •••••••••••••• 

MARyLAND ••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS •••••• 

MICHIGAN ••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA •••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI •••••••• 

MISSOURI ••••••••••• 

MONTANA •••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA ••••••••••• 
NEVADA ••••••••••••• 

NEW HAMPSHIRE •••••• 

NEW JERSEy ••••••••• 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Ch ief Jus tice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Chief Jus tice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Judge 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Jus tice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Partisan election 
Court election 
Court election 
Partisan election 
Merit plant 

Court election 
Merit plant 
Merit plant 
Court rotation 
Court election 

Merit plant 
Justice with shortest time 

to serve 
Court election 
Merit plant 

Court election 

Seniority of service 

Court election 
Seniority of service 

Appointed by Governor with 
consent of Senate 

Merit plant 

Merit plant 

Court election 
Nonpartisan election 
Seniority of service 

Court rotation 

Nonpartisan election 
Merit plant 
Justice with the shortest 

time to serve 
Appointed by Governor 

and Executive Council 
Appointed by Governor with 

consent of Senate 

8 

6 years 
3 years 
5 years 
8 years 

12 years 

Pleasure of court 
8 years 

12 years 
2 years 

Remainder of term 
as justice 

10 years 
Remainder of term 

as justice 
3 years 
5 yea rs 

Remainder of term 
as justice 

Remainder of service 
as a justice 
4 yea rs 

Remainder of service 
as a justice 
7 years 

Remainder of service 
as a judge 

Remainder of service 
as a justice 
2 years 
6 years 

Remainder of service 
as a jus tice 
2 years 

8 years 
6 years 
2 yea rs 

Remainder of service 
as a justice 

7 years; reappointed 
to age 70 

Salary 

$42,800 
$52,992 to $60,410 
$47,500 
$46,253 
$73,723 

$42,500 to $48,400 
$46,640 
$49,500 
$48,525 
$48,530 

$47,500 
$38,000 

$58,000 
$42,000 (with 
subsistence 
allowance) 

$54,000 

$39,500 

$50,000 
$61,635 

$35,845 

$57,800 

$52,000 

$60,500 
$59,000 
$47,000 

$52,500 

$41,000 
$43,000 
$47,250 

$42,400 

$ 58,500 

State 

NEW MEXICO 

NEW yORK ..•........ 
NORTH CAROLINA •••.• 
NORTH DAKOTA .•....• 

OHIO ...•...•......• 

OKLAHOMA: 
Supreme Court •..• 
Court of Criminal 

App~als ..•..... 
OREGON ..•........•. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

RHODE ISLAND 

SOUTH CAROLINA .... . 
SOUTH DAKOTA ...... . 
TENNESSEE 
TEXAS: 

Supreme Court .•.. 
Court of Criminal 

Appeals ....... . 

Title 

Chief Jus tice 

Chiel Judge 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Jus tice 

Presiding Judge 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Presiding- Judge 

UTAH ....•........•. Chief Justice 

VERMONT ..•.•.....•. Chief Justice 

VIRGINIA .•.•.••.•.• Chief Justice 

WASHINGTON .......•. 

WEST VIRGINIA ..•... 
WISCONSIN .•.•...•.• 

WYOMING ....••...... 

AMERICAN SAMOA ••... 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
GUAH ..•...•.•••...• 
PUERTO RICO •....... 

VIRGIN ISLANDS •.... 

Key: 

Chief Jus tice 

Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Ch ief Ju stice 
Chief Justice 
(Does not apply. 
Chief Justice 

(Does not apply. 

Method of selection 

Court election 

Merit plant 
Partisan election 
Elected by supreme and 
district judges 

Nonpartisan ballot 

Court rotation 

Cour t ro ta tion 
Court election 
Seniority of service 

Appointed by legislature 

Elected by legislature 
Court election 
Court rotation 

Partisan election 

Partisan election 

Justice with shortest 
time to serve 

Appointed by Governor with 
consent of Senate 

Seniority of service 

Justice with shortest time to 
serve 

Cour t ro ta tion 
Seniority of service 

Court election 

Appointed by Governor 
Nerit plant 

Term as Olief Justice 

Remainder of term 
as justice 

14 years 
8 years 
5 years unless term 

expires earlier 
6 years 

2 years 

2 years 
6 years 

Remainder of service 
as a justice 

Life 

10 years 
4 years 

Pleasure of court 

6 years 

6 years 

Remainder of term 
as ju stice 
6 years 

Remainder of service 
as a justice 
2 years 

1 year 
Remainder of service 

as a justice 
Pleasure of court 

4 years 
Guam does not have its own 
Appointed by Governor with 

court of last resort.) 
To age 70 

consent of Senate 

Salary 

$38,165 

$75,000 
$55,440 
$40,700 

$55,000 

$48,000 

$48,000 
$52,637 
$57,500 

$44,732 to $53,678 

$62,177 
$37,000 
$62,616 

$57,200 

$57,200 

$38,500 

$37,180 

$56,500 

$51,500 

$38,000 
$63,324 

$48,500 

$60,000 
$52,250 

$36,600 

The Virgin Islands do not have their own court of last resort.) 

t Chief justice is selected through a state merit plan. Refer to Tables 11 and 12 for a description of the 
state merit plan. 

Source: State Court Administrators; staff review of State Statutes; National Center for State Courts, Survey of 
Judicial Salaries, (Williamsburg, Virginia: National Cente r for State Court s, 1980), Volume 6, Nunber 1, 
pp. 4-11; National Court Statistics Project, State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1977-78, 
(Willia'l1sburg, Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1981). 
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Table 3: Judges of intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 
Name of court, number of court districts, number of authorized judges, 
method of selection, term, and salary. 

..., (J) 

o '-' 
<J 

'-' .... 
Q) '-' '-' 

..0 '-' '-' 
State and court title § g~ 

Z <J't:l 

ALABAMA--Court of Criminal Appeals ••• 1 
Court of Civil Appeals ••••••••••••• 1 

ALASKA--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 1 

ARIZONA--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 2 

ARKANSAS--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 

CALIFORNIA--Courts of Appeal ••••••••• 5 

COLORADO--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 

CONNECTICUT--Appellate Sessions 
of the Superior Court •••.•••••••• 

FLORIDA--District Court of Appeal •••• 5 

GEORGIA--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 

HAWAII--Intermediate Court of 
Appeals •••..•.•.••............... 

IDAHO--Court of Appealsa ••••••••••••. 

ILLINOIS--Appellate Court •••••••••••• 5 

INDIANA--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 4 

IOWA--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 

KENTUCKY--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 

LOUISIANA--Court of Appeal ••••••••••• 4 

MARYLAND--Court of Special Appeals ••• 1 

MASSACHUSETTS--Appeals Court ••••••••• 

MICHIGAN--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 3 

MISSOURI--Co~rt of Appeals ••••••••••• 3 

NEW JERSEY--Appellate Division of 
the Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 

't:l 
..., Q) 
o N .... 
'-' '-' (J) 
Q) 0 Q) 

..o..coo 
~ ~~ Method of selection 
Z OJ • .., 

5 Partisan election 
3 Partisan election 

3 Herit plant 

12 Merit plant 

6 

59 

10 

Partisan election 

Appointed by Governor and 
confirmed by Commission 
Judicial Appointments 

Merit plant 

3b Appointed by Chief Court 
Administrator from among 
Superior Court judges 

39 

9 

3 

3 

12 

5 

7 

14 

33 

10 

18 

30 

21 

Merit plant 

Partisan election 

Merit plant 

Nonpartisan electionc 

Partisan election 

Merit plant 

Merit plant 

Merit plant 

Nonpartisan ballot 

Nonpartisan election 

Merit plant 

Merit plant 

Nonpartisn election 

Merit plant 

Appointed by Governor 
with advice and con­
sent of the Senate 

10 

Term 

6 years 
6 years 

8 years 

6 years 

8 years 

12 years 

8 years 

Salary 

$40,660 
$40,660 

$69,240 

$45,500 

$39,803 

$68,303 

$37,000-$41,500 

At the plea- $30,210-$40,810 
sure of the 
Chief Court 
Administrator 

6 years 

6 years 

10 years 

6 yearsC 

10 yearsd 

10 years 

6 years 

4 years 

8 years 

10 years 

10 years 

To age 70 

6 years 

l2 years 

7 years 

$46,063 

$48,842 

$43,750 

Not established 

$53,000 

$42,UUO 
(with $3,000 
subsistence 
allowance) 

$46,500 

$37,000 

$47,000 

$58,673 

$53,500 

$47,000 

$55,550 

$47,500 

$53,000 

.'1. 

State and court title 

NEW MEXICO--Court of Appeals ...•.•••. 

NEW YORK--~ppellate Divisions of 
the Supreme Court .........•...•.. 

Appellate Terms of the Supreme 
Court .•....•........•............ 

NORTH CAROLINA--Gourt of Appeals •...• 

OHIO--Gourt of Appeals .....•.......•. 

OKLAHONA--Gourt of Appeals ..•.•...••• 

OREGON--Gourt of Appeals .. , .•...•.... 

P ENNSYLVANIA--Su perior Cour t .......•• 
Commonwealth Court ••..•.•...•.••. 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Court of Appealsa .••. 

TENNESSEE--Gourt of Appeals ..•.•.•... 
Court of Criminal Appeals .••.•..•.. 

TEXAS--Courts of Civil Appeals .•.•.•• 

WASHINGTON--Court of Appeals •.•...... 

WISCONSIN--Court of Appeals ..•.•...•• 

1 

4 

3 

1 

11 

2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

14 

3 

4 

7 

24 

ge 

12 

44 

6 

10 

7 
9 

5 

12 
9 

51 

16 

12 

He thod of selection 

Partisan election 

~!eri t pIa nt 

Appointed by Chief Admin­
istrator and approved by 
the Presiding Judge of 
the Appellate Division 

Partisan election 

Nonpartisan election 

Nonpartisan election 

Nonpartisan election 

Partisan election 
Partisan election 

Elected by legislature 

Popular election 
Popular election 

Partisan election 

Nonpartlsan election 

Nonpartisan election 

Note: Only states with intermediate appellate courts are included on this table. 

Key: CJ = Chief justice 
AJ = Associate justice 

Term 

8 years 

5 years 

14 years 

8 years 

6 years 

6 years 

6 years 

10 years 
10 years 

6 years 

8 years 
8 years 

6 years 

6 years 

6 years 

Salary 

$36,456 

$62,000 

$58,000 

$51,396 

$47,000 • 

$45,000 

$50,134 

$53,000 
$53,000 

Not established 

$52,983 
$52,983 

$48,200 (CJ) 
$47, 700 (AJ) 

$48,100 

$51,372 

t = Judges are selected through a state merit plan. Refer to Tables 11 and 12 for a description of the state 
merit plan. 

aCourt of Appeals has been established by the legislature. It is to be implemented in 1981. 
bThree judges of the Superior Court of Connecticut are selected to serve as judgei3 of the Appellate Sessions. 
cUpon implementation of this court, initial judges will be appointed by the governor to staggered terms. 
dlnitial term is 2 years. After retention election, subsequent terms are 10 years. 
eNine judges of the Supreme Court, the New York court of general jurisdiction, Sli!rve as judges of the Appellate 

Term. 
fThe Illinois Appellate Court is also served by 7 judges on assignment from the Circuit Court or recalled from 

retirement. 
gThe New Jersey Appellate Division of the Superior Court has 22 judges authorized but one is designated as the 

state court administrator. 

Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff review of state statutes; National Center for State Courts, Survey 
of Judicial Salaries, (Williamsburg, Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1980), Volume 6, Number 
I, pp. 4-11; National Court Statistics Project, State Court Case load Statistics: Annual Report 1977 and 
~, (Williamsburg, Virginia: Na tional Center for State Court, 1981). 
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Table 4: Judges of courts of general jurisdiction, 1980. 
Name of court, number of authorized judges, term, a.nd salary. 

State and court title 

ALABAMA--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••• 
ALASKA--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS--Ci rcuit Court ••••••••••••••• 

Chancery Court and Probate Court •••• 
CALIFORNIA--Superior Court •••••••••••• 

COLORADO--District Court •••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT--Superior Court ••••••••••• 
DELAWARE-- Superior Court ••••••••••••• 

Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

FLORIDA--Circuit Court •••••••.•••••••• 

GEORGIA--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 
HAWAII--Circuit Court ••••••••••.•••.•• 

Land Court •••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Appeal Court •••••••••.••••••.••• 

IDAHO--District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

ILLINOIS--Ci rcui t Court ••••.•••••••••• 

INDIANA--Circuit Court •••••••.•••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••.•••••••••••••• 

IOWA--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS--District Court ••••••••••••••• 

KENTUCKY--Circuit Court •••••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA--District Court •••••••••••• 
MAINE--Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 
MARYLAND--Circuit Court •••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS--Superior Court 
Department •••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 

Housing Court Department •••••••••••• 
Land Court Department •••••••.••••••• 
Probate and Family Court Department • 
Boston Municipal Court Department ••• 
Juvenile Court Department ••••••••••• 
District Court Department ••••••••••• 

MICHIGAN--Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Court of Detroit ••••••••• 

MINNESOTA--District Court ••••••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI--Circuit Court •••••••••••• 

Chancery Court .....•.••..•.•••...... 
MISSOURI--Circuit Court 

MONTANA--District Court •••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA--District Court ••••••••••••• 

Salary Number of 
authorized 

judges 
Term 

(years) Base amount 
Local 

supplement 

113 
21 
80 
33 
30 

607 

106 
110 

11 

3 

302 

110 
25 
(l Circuit Court 
(1 Circuit Court 
29 
70 M 

677 

88 
83 
92 FT; 3 PT 
13 AJ 
17 judicial M 

9 subs ti tute M 
166 PT M 

70 
67 (AJ) 
74 M (73.5 FTE) 
91 

161 
14 
97 

56 
3 
3 

33 
9 
7 

153 

147 
26 
72 
30 
35 

131 
169 (AJ) 

32 
45 

6 
6 
4 
4 
6 
6 

6 
8 

12 

12 

6 

$34,000 
$66,900 to $78,608 
$43,500 
$39,441 
$39,441 
$56,915 

$33,000 to $38,350 
$30,210 to $40,810 
$46,500 (PJ) 
$46,000 (AJ) 
$46,500 (C) 
$46,000 (VC) 
$43,709 

4 $41,328 
10 $(i2,500 
judge serves) 
judge serves) 
4 $35,000 
4 $10,500 to $28,000 
6 $50,500 
4 (AJ) $45,000 

6 
6 
6 
4 
4 

2 

4 
4 
4 
8 
6 
7 

15 

Life 
Life 
Life 
Life 
Life 
Life 
Life 

$35,000 to $37,500 
$35,000 to $37,500 
$45,500 
$43,500 
$36,000 

$10,000 

$34,750 
$32,667 
$14,000 to $17,996 
$45,000 
$55,712 
$33,705 
$52,500 

$42,500 to $44,500 
$42,500 to $44,500 
$42,500 to $44,500 
$42,500 to $44,500 
$42,500 to $44,500 
$42,500 to $44,500 
$42,500 to $44,500 

$1,200 to $14,000 

$15,288 

Up to $1,000 

6 $33,275 $5,500 to $22,710 
6 
6 
4 
4 
6 

6 
6 

$55,757 
$48,000 
$41,000 
$41,000 
$45,000 
$32,500 to $38,500 (AJ) 
$39,000 
$39,500 Up to $1,500 

Table 4: Courts of general jurisdiction--name of state court, number of authorized judges, term, and salary. 

State and court title 

NEVADA--District Court ••••••••••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE--Superior Court •••••••• 

NEW JERSEY--Superior Court ••••••••••• 
NEW MEXICO--District Court ••••••••••• 
NEW YORK--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA--Superior Court ••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA--District Court ••••••••• 
OHIO--Court of Common Pleas •••••••••• 
OKLAHOMA--District Court ••••••••••••• 

OREGON--Circuit Court •••••••••••••.•• 
Tax Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA--Court of Common Pleas •• 

RHODE ISLAND--Superior Court ••••••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Circuit Court •••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA--Circuit Court •••••••••• 

TENNESSEE--Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
Criminal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Court ••••••••••••••• 

TEXAS--District Court •••••••••••••••• 
UTAll--District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

VERHONT--Su pe riczr Court .••••••••••••• 
".:; 

VIRGINIA--Circuit Court •••••••••••. 
WASHINGTON--Superior Court •••••••••• ' 
WEST VIRGINIA--Circuit Court •••••••. 
WISCONSIN--Circit Court •••••••••••• ,. 
WYOMING--District Court •••••••••••••• 

AMERICAN SAMOA--High Court of 
American Samoa •••••••••••••••••.• 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA--Superior Court • 

GUAt1--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO--Superior Court •••••••••• 

Key: ADJ = Administrative judge 
AJ = Associate judge 

ASJ = Assistant judge 
C = Chancellor 

CJ = Chief judge 
FT = Full-time 

Number of 
authorized Term 

judges (yea rs) 

29 4 
15 Until 

age 70 
214 Life 
44 6 

263 14 
104 10 

66 8 
24 6 

313 6 
71 district judges 4 
77 associate 4 

dis trict judges 
50 special judges No fixed term 

36 
7 

11 
22 
65 

75 6 
1 6 

285 10 

19 

31 

judges 
FT lawyer M 
PT lawyer M 
lay M 
clerk/M 
58 
26 
27 
5 

Life 

6 

8 
4 

Base amount 

$43,000 
$43,590 (CJ) 
$42,450 (AJ) 
$51,500 
$35,317 
$58,000 

Salary 

$48,000 to $58,000 

$45,636 
$36,750 
$33,000 to $43,500 
$40,000 
$30,OUO to $36,000 

$30,000 

$46,586 
$47,174 
$47,500 (PRJ) 
$45,000 (AJ) 
$42,411 to $50,893 (PJ) 
$41,251 to $49,501 (AJ) 
$55,088 

$40,000 to $41,000 
Up to $31,115 

Up to $12,344 

Local 
supplement 

310 

8 
8 
8 
8 
4 
6 

$48,166 
$48,166 
$48,166 
$48,166 
$40,500 
$36,000 

Up to $14,200 
24 

1 (ADJ) 
9 

28 (ASJ) 
111 
118 

60 
190 

15 

7a 
44 

5 
92 

6 

4 
8 
6 
8 
6 
6 

4 
15 

8 
12 

$37,630 
$35,550 
$41. 50 per day 
$47,000 
$44,700 
$38,000 
$49,176 
$46,000 

(Information not available) 
$49,550 (CJ) 
$49,050 (AJ) 
(Information not available) 
$30,000 

FTE = Full-time equivalent 
M = Hagistrate 

PJ = Presiding judge 
PRJ = President judge 

PT = Part-time 
VC = Vice chancellor 

aThe general jurisdiction ·.:ivisions of the High Court of American Samoa are served by 2 justices 'and 
"not leDS than" S judges. 

Source: State Court Administrators; National Center for State Courts, Survey of Judicial Salaries 
(Williamsburg, Virginia: July, 1980). 
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Table 5: Judges of courts of limited or special jurisdiction, 1980. 
Name of court, number of authorized judges, term, and salary. 

State and court title 

ALABAMA--District Court 
•••• I •• II. I •• II •• 

Probate Court •••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court .•.•.•••••••••••••••••• 

ALASKA--District Court •••••••••••••••••• 

ARIZONA--Justice of the Peace Court ••••• 
City Magistrate Court ........... "., .. 

ARKANSAS--M~.micipal Court ••••••••••.•••• 

Courty Court ••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas •••.•••••••.••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court .••••••••••• 
Police Court •••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CALIFORNIA--Hunicipal Court ••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

COLORADO--Superior Court •.•••••••••••••• 
Denver Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Denver Probate Court •••••••••••••.•••• 
County Court •••.•••..••••.•••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •••••••••.••••••••••.•. 

CONNECTICUT--Probate Court •••••••••••••• 

DELAWARE--Court of Common Pleas ••••••••• 
Family Court .•..•••••.•••••.•••••••.•• 
~junicipal ";:'Irt of Wilmington ••..•.••• 

Aldernan's Court ..................... . 

Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••.• 

FLORIDA--County Court ••••••••••••••••••. 

GEORGIA--Probate Court ••.••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court 

• II •••• I ••••• II I ••••• I •• 

Number of 
authorized 

judges 

88 
67 

215 

23 (FT) 
46 (PT) 

84 
94 

4 (FT) 
94 (PT) 
75 
(a) 
2 
3 

76 

472 
96 

1 
3 (PT) 
1 

108 (89.3 

15 (FT) 
225 (PT) 

130 

5 
12 

3 

20 

54b 

198 

159 
4ts 

Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••• 1, ~31 
State Court........................... 77 

Small Claims Court •••••••••••.•••••••• 
MUniCipal Court (in Savanah and 

Columbia) ••••••••.•••.••.••••••••••• 
Magistrate Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil Court •••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Recorder's Court ••.••••••••••••••••••• 
Mayor,' s Court ••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
City Council Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal Court, Police Court, and 

97 (PT) 

2 
5 
2e 
3 

259 (PT) 
129 (PT) 

6 

FTE) 

Term (years) 

6 
6 
4 (FT) 
2 (PT) 

4 (FT) 
(PT determined by 
local authorities) 

4 
Provided by city 

ordinance 

4 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

6 
6 

6 
6 
6 
4 

Set by local 
ordinance 

4 

12 
12 
12 

Set by local 
ordinance 

4 

4 

4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4d 
4 
4 

(Not available) 
(Not available) 
(Not available) 

Municipal Court (other locations) ••• (llot available) (llot available) 

14 

Salary 

$24,750; $11,000 (LS) 
$ 300 to $38,000 
$ 500 to $33,400 

$54,480 to $64,104 
$ 8,683 to $45,884 

$8,000 to $20,500 
Up to $46,342 (set by 

Hayor and City Council) 

$ 2,400 

$ 9,000 
$ 100 
$ 1,200 
$ 1,200 
$ 1,200 

$52,366 
$42,345 

$42,500 
$42,500 
$42,500 

.0 $35,500 

to $24,000 
to $90oa 
to $3,600 
to $3,600 
to $3,600 

$ 7,300 to $32,850 
($36,500 in Denver) 

Set by local ordinance 

Fees up to $40,810 

$45,500 (CJ); $45,000 (AJ) 
$45,500 (CJ); $45,000 (AJ) 
$32,748 (CJ); $31,579 (AJ) 
$13,684 (AJ--PT) 
Set by local ordinance 

$17,000 

$ 7,200 to $44,254 
$22,079 to $45,519 (FT) 
$ 3,000 to $25,620 (PT) 
(Not available) 
$15,000 to $44,800 (FT) 
$ 2,400 to $24,000 (PT) 
(Not available) 

Up to $49,779 
(Not available) 
$ 3,600 to $12,000 
(Not available) 
(Not available) 
(No t avalla ble) 
(Not available) 

(tlot available) 

State and court title 

Number of 
. authorized 

judges 

HA\~AII--District Court •••.••••••••••.•••• 

INDIANA--County Court •.••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of Marion County •••••• 
Small Claims Court of Marion County .•• 
Ci ty Court ••••••.•••••••••••.••••••.•• 
Town Court ••.••••••••.•••••••.•••••••• 

KANSAS--Municipal Court •••••.•••••••••.. 

KENTUCKY--District Court ••...•..•.•.••..• 

LOUISIANA--Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••• 
Family Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Parish Court •••..••••••••••••.•••••••• 
Municipal Court of New Orleans •••••••• 
Traffic Court of New Orleans •••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court .......... .. 
Mayor's Court ••.•.••••••••••••••••.••• 

MAINE--District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •.••••.•••.•••••••••••••• 
Administrative Court •••••••••••••.•••• 

MARYLAND--District Court ••••.••.•••••••• 
Orphans' Court •••••••.•••••••••••••••. 

MICHIGAN--District Court •••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••.•••••••••••••••••..•• 

Municipal Court •••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Common Pleas Court of Detroit ••••••••• 

MINNESOTA--Probate Court ••••••••••.••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••.•••••••••..• 

18 (FT) 

65 
1 

15 
8 

47 
19 

1 (FT) 
355 (PT) 

123 

9 
3 

11 (FT) 
49 (PT) 
5 
4 (PT) 
4 CPT) 

376 (PT) 
251) (PT) 

20 
16 
2 

87 
66 (PT) 

214 
106 

8 
13 

2 
136 

Term (years) 

6 

4 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 

2 

4 

6 
6 
6 

6 
8 
8 
4 
4 

7 
4 
7 

10 
4 

6 
6 

6 
6 

County Municipal Court ••••••.•••.••••• 28 6 
Conciliation Court ••••••••••••••••.••• (County judges and hearing officers 

MISSISSIPPI--County Court .••••••••.••••• 

Family Court •••.•••••••••••••••••••.••. 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

13 (FT) 
7 (PT) 
1 " 

420 
150 (PT) 

(Not available) 

4 
4 

Locally set 

MONTANA--Justice Court.................. 90 4 
City Court •••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••• 100 Indefinite 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••.••••••• 2 4 
Water Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (Four District Court judges serve.) 

N EBRASKA--Coun ty Court •••••••••••.•••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Separate Juvenile Court ••••••••• , ••••• 

\~orkmen' s Compensation Court •••.•••••• 

43 
13 

4 

5 

15 

6 
6 
6 

6 

Salary 

$40,000 

$30,500 
$35,000 to $37,500 
$35,000 to $37,500 
(No t ava ila ble) 
(Not available) 
(Not a'.iajlable) 

Up to $18,678 

$38,500 

$55,712 
(No t available) 
$17,600 

($46,060 in New Orleans) 
$35,000 to $49,800 
$17,600 
$17,600 
$ 1,200 to $1,800 
(Not available) 

$34,347 (CJ); $33,202 (AJ) 
$34,347 (CJ); $33,202 (AJ) 
(Not available) 

$53,500 (CJ); $45,500 (AJ) 
$ 600 to $22,500 (PT) 

$29,950; LS up to $20,070 
$29,950 (FT); LS up to $22,675 
$9,000 to $18,000 (PT) 
$ 3,000 to $17,470 
$48,659 

$48,000 
$48,000 (Learned in law) 
$29,500 (Not learned in law) 
$48,000 

serve. ) 

$ 5,400 to $40,000 

$29,000 
Locally set 
Locally set 

Up to $23,000 
Variable 
Set by ordinance 

$28,500 to $34,450 
$35,700 
$39,500; $1,500 supplement for 

population exceeding 150,000 
$37,050 
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Table 5: Judges of courts of limited or special jurisdiction, 1980 (continued) 

State and court title 

:,EVADA--Justices' Court ••••••••.••••••.• 
~[unici pal Court ..................... .. 

:;rJ'; HA.\U'SHIRE--Probate Court •••••.••.••• 
Di,;trict Court ...................... .. 

~unicipal Court •.•••.•.•••.••••••••••• 

:;E\~ JERSEY--County District Court ••••••• 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court • 
Surrogate's Court .................... . 
Municipal Court •••..•.•••.•••••.••.••. 

Tax Court ......... ................... . 
~E\-i ~IEXICO--~[agistrate Court ••••••.••••• 

Hunicipal Court •••.•••••.•••••••.••••• 
Probate Court ••..•••••.••••••••.•••.•• 
Small Claims Court of Alburquerqueh •.• 
Hetropolitan Court of Bernalillo 

Countyh ••..•..••••••.••.•••••••••••• 

t;a; Y()RK--Surrogates' Court •••••••.••••• 

Family Court ......................... . 

Civil Court of the City of New York '" 
Criminal Court of lhe City of New York 
District Court .•••••• " •••••.•••.••.••• 
City Court (outside the City of 

New York) •••••••.••••••••••••••••••• 

Court of Claims •••••••••••••••••.••••• 

Town Justice Court and Village 
Justice Court .•••••••••••••••••••••• 

KORTH CAROLINA--District Court •••••••••• 

t;ORTH DAKOTA--County Court ••••.••••••••• 
County Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction ••••••••.•••.••••••••••. 
County Justice Court •••.•••••••••••••• 
Nunicipal Court ••••••.•••••••••••••••• 

OHIO--Hunicipal Court ••••••.•••••••••••• 

County Court .•••••••••••.••••••.•••••• 
~layor' s Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of 
authorized 

judges 

60f 

21 

10 (PT) 
9 (FT) 

75 (PT) 
5 (SJ) 

15 (PT) 

39 
33 
21 
2 (FT) 

370 (PT) 
9 (PT) 

11 (FT) 
61 (PT) 
96 
32 

1 

11 

35 

107 

120 
98 
49 

101 (FT) 
60 (PT) 
17 
26 (SJ)i 

2,424 (PT) 

136 

36 

17 
36 

190 

189 

59 (PT) 
690 

Term (years) 

Until age 70 
Until age 70 

Until age 70 

(No t availa ble) 
(Not available) 

5 
3 

7 

4 

4 
2 
4 

10; 14 in NYC 

10 

10 
10 

6 

Varies 

9c 

4 

4 

4 

4 
4 
4 

6 

6 
Determined by 

Mayor's political 
term. 

Salary 

$ 434 to $32,000 
$ 1,080 to $32,000 

$13,718 
$ 4,100 to $42,450 

$ 600 to $5,100 

$48,000 
Up to $35,000 
Up to $40,000 

(Not available) 

$ 4,830 to $22,329 

$28,139 
$ 1,000 to $7,040 

$48,000 to $58,000 
($56,098 in NYC) 

$48,000 to $58,000 
($48,603 in NYC) 

$51,000 
$51,000 
$49,000 to $54,000 

$43,000 to $50,000 

$58,000 to $62,000 
$58,000 (SJ) 

$45,496 to $56,098 

$38,412 (CJ); $36,960 (AJ) 

$11,900 to $12,290 

$23,819 to $31,305 
Up to $7,000 
Set by each municipality 

$28,750 to $38,750 (FT) 
$15,000 to $25,000 (PT) 
$ 6,500 to $13,500 (PT) 
(Not available) 

Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••••••• (Served by Ohio appellate or general jurisdiction judges on 
temporary assignment.) 
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State and courL title 

Number of 
authorized 

judges 

OKLAHOHA--Hunicipal Criminal Court of 
Record ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hunicipal Court Not of Record •••.••••• 

Court of Bank Review ................. . 
Court of Tax Review ••.....•••.•••...•• 
Worker's Compensation Court ••••••••••• 

OREGON--District Court ••.•.•••.•••••..•• 
Justice Court •••.•••.••••••••...••.••• 
County Court •••.••••••••.•••••••.••••• 
Hunicipal Court .•••••••••••••••••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA--District Justice Court •••• 
Community Courtj •••.•••••.•.•••.•••••• 
Philadelphia Hunicipal Court .••••••••• 
Philadelphia Traffic Court ••••••.•.••• 
Pittsburgh Hagistrates Court ••.••••••• 

RHODE ISLAND--Family Court ••••.•••.••••• 

District Court ••.•.••••••••••••••••.•• 

Pro ba te Court •••.•••••••..••••..•••••• 
Hunicipal Court .•••••••••••••••••••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Family Court ••••••.••••• 
Probate Court •••.••••..•..••.••••••.•• 
Hagistrate's Court .................. .. 
Hunicipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TENNESSEE--County Court .•••••••••.•.•••• 
General Sessions Court ••••••••••••••.. 
Probate Court .•..•••••.••••••••.•.•••• 
Juvenile Court ••••.••••.•••.•••••.•••• 
Trial Justice Court •.•.•••••.•.••••.•• 
Municipal Court •••••..••..••••.•••••.• 

TEXAS--County Courts: 
Constitutional County Court •••.••••• 
County Court of Law .••.•.•..••..•... 
Probate Court •••.•••...••..••.•••••• 

Justice of the Peace Court •.•.••••••.• 
Nunici pal Court .••.•.••••••••••••••••• 

l'TAI1--Circuit Court ••••••.••••••••.•.••• 
Justice Court ........................ . 

JuveniLe Court ...•...•.......•...•••.• 

VERNONT--District Court ••••••••.•••••.•• 
Probate Court •••.•.••...•.••.••••.•••• 

VIRGI~IA--Genernl District Court •••••••• 

Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
District Court ..................... . 

\o/ASHINGTON--Hunicipal Court ••..••••.•••• 
Dis t rict Court ••••.•.•.•••••.•..•••••• 

Justice of the Peace Court ••••.••.•••• 

6 (FT) 
13 (PT) 

1 (FT) 
533 (PT) 

(Three District 
(Three District 
(Seven District 

55 
40 

9 
193 

555 
(j) 

22 
6 
6 

11 

13 

39 (PT) 
5 (PT) 

46 
46 

330 
250 

68 
92 

2 
6 
2 

192 

254 
98 
8 

972 
863 

33 
170 

9 

14 
19 (pT) 

83 (FT) 
15 (PT) 

65 

206 
63 (FT) 
31 (pT) 

21 

Term (years) 

2 

2 

Court judges serve.) 
Court judges serve.) 
Court judges serve.) 

6 
6 
6 

(Not available) 

6 
10 

6 
6 

4 (at the pleasure 
of the mayor) 

Life 

Life 

2 
2 

4 
4 

2 or 4 
4 

4 
8 

Locally determined 
Locally determined 

8 
Locally determined 

4 
4k 

(Not available) 
4 

17 

2k 

6 
4 

6 

6 
4 

6 

6 

4 
4 

4 

Salary 

Set by local ordinance 

Set by local ordinance 

$41,757 
$ 1,020 to $16,800 
(Not available) 
$29,664 (FT) 
$ 2,100 to $22,020 (PT) 

$14,500 to $23,500 
(Not yet established) 
$41,500 (PJ); $40,000 (AJ) 
$22,000 (PJ); $21,000 (AJ) 
(Not available) 

$45,380 to $54,456 (CJ) 
$44,139 to $52,966 (AJ) 
$42,300 to $50,760 (CJ) 
$41,058 to $49,269 (AJ) 
Up to $12,069 
(No t availa ble) 

$47,275 
Locally set 
Locally set 
Locally set 

Locally set 
$ 1,800 to $36,380 
Locally set 
Locally set 
Locally set 
Localiy set 

$ 600 to $61,137 
$ 5,764 to $59,900 
$ 5,764 to $54,587 
$18,000 to $24,000 
Up to $34,000 

$32,400 
Varies up to 75% of Circuit 

Judge's salary ($24,300) 
$36,000 

$35,550 
$ 7,290 to $27,6508 

$42,300 

$42,300 

Up to $44,700 
$35,000 

$ 1,500 to $22,500£ 



Table 5: Judges of courts of limited or special jurisdiction, 1980 (continued) 

State and court title 

IvEST VIRGINIA--Magistrate Court ••••••••• 
Municip&l Court ••••••••••••• 5 ••••••••• 

WISCONSIN--Hunicipal Justice Court •••••• 

WYOMING--County Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •.••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Number of 
authorized 

judges 

150 
54 

216 

4 
43 (PT) 

77 (PT) 

Term (years) 

4 
Locally set 

2 or 4, locally 
set 

4 
4 

Locally set 

Salary 

$14,000 to $21,000 
Locally set 

Locally set 

$25,000 to $32,500 
$ 4,800 to $15,000 

(Fixed by Board of 
County Commissioners) 

Locally set, not to 
exceed $10,000 

AMERICAN SA}lOA--District Court.......... $32,000 
Village Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• (Associate justices of the High Court of American Samoa serve.) 

PUERTO RICO--District Court ••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGIN ISLANDS--Territorial Court of 
Virgin Islands •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Key: AJ = Associate judge 
CJ = Chief judge 

FTE Full-time equivalent 
FT Full-time 

99 
60 

6 

8 
5 

6 

LS = Local supplement 
PJ Presiding judge 
PT Part-time 
SJ Special judge 

$24,000 
$15,000 to $16,000 

$47,500 (PJ); $45,000 (AJ) 

aCounty judges also serve the Arkansas Common Pleas Court and are paid based on case volume. 
bThe Delaware Justice of the Peace Court is served by 53 justices of the peace and 1 chief magistrate. 
cThe term of judges in the Georgia Small Claims Court va~tes from 1 to 4 years, but is generally 4 years. 
dIn Rockdale County, Georgia, judges of Magistrate Court serve 2-year terms. 
eO ne probate judge also serves the Georgia County Court. 
fNine justices of the peace in Nevada also serve as Hunicipal Court judges. 
gThe term for the Nevada MuniCipal Court is as given unless changed by local ordinance. 
hThe Metropolitan Court of llernadillo County is to be established on July 1, 1980. The Small Claims Court of 

Alburquerque will be abolished at that time. 

iSpecial judges in the Court of Claims in New York have been appointed pursuant to Chapter 603, Laws of 1973, 
Emergency Dangerous Drug Control Program. They serve until the termination of their judgeship. 

jPennsylvania law provides for the creation of the Community Court but as yet none has been created. 
kThe term is generally as given in these Texas courts, but it can vary. 
lJudges in the Washington Justice of the Peace Court are considered as full-time if they receive a salary greater than $12,500. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 
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Table 6: Qualifications of appel/ate justices and judges, 1980. 
U.S. citizenship, legal training and licensing, residency, age, and legal 
experience. 

State 

ALABAMA ••••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••.•••••• 
ARIZONA ••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS •••••.•••••• 
CALIFORNIA ••.••••••• 

COLORADO •••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT ••••••••• 
DELAHARE ••••.•• , ••.• 
FLORIDA •••••••.••.•• 
GEORGIA •.•••••..•••• 

HAHAII •••••••••••••• 
IDAHO •••••••.••••••• 

ILLINOIS •.•••••••••• 
INDIANA ••••••••••••• 
IOHA , •••.•••.••••••• 

KANSAS •••••••••••••• 
KENTUCKy ••.••••••••• 
LOUISIANA ••••••••••• 
MAINE .••••••.••••••• 
MARyLAND ••.••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••• 
MICHIGAN •••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA ••.•••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI ........• 
MISSOURI ..........•. 

MONTANA ••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA •••••••••••• 
NEVADA ••.••••••••••• 
NEH HAMPSHIRE ••••••• 
NEH JERSEy •••••••••• 

NEH MEXICO •••••••••• 
NUl yORK •••••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA •••••• 
NOaTH DAKOTA •••••••• 
OHIO •••••••••••••••• 

U.S. 
citizenship 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Law 
degree 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yesc 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yesc 
Yes 

(No qualifications are 
Yes 
Yesc 

Yes Yes 
Yes Yes 

Admitted 
to state 

bar'l 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

Age 
require­

ments: 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

State District 

5 
3 

lOb 
2 

3 

1 
1 

5 

2 
2 

5 

2 
2 

180 days 

required by state constitution.) 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

5 
ge 

over 25 

over 30 
over 30 
over 28 

over 30 

between 30 
and 70 

over 21 

over 30 

over 30 

under 70 

over 30 
over 30 

Yes Yes Yes 2 
Yes Yes Yes 5 over 30 

Legal 
experience 

8 years 
10 yearsb 

8 years 
10 years 

5 years 

7 years 

10 years 

10 yearsd 

10 years 
8 years 
5 yec.rs 

5 years 

5 years 
5 years 

Yes Yes Yes 2 over 25 
(No qualifications are required by state cqnstitution, statute, or court rule.) 

Yes Yes (0 (0 over 28 10 years 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yesc 
Yes 
Yes 
Yesc 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

20 

3 

month 

over 30 
over 18 
ove r 21 

3 years 
10 years 

6 yea rs 

.\, 

State 

OKLAHOMA •••••••••••• 
OREGON •••.•••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA •••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND •••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA •••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA •••••••• 
TENNESSEE •••.••••••• 

TEXAS .•••••••••••••• 
UTAH •••••••.••••••.• 

VERNONT •..•••••••.•• 

VIRGINIA .......... .. 
lYASHINGTON •••••••••• 
HEST VIRGINIA ••••••• 
WISCONSIN ...•.•••••• 

WYOMING •••••••.••••• 

AMERICAN SMIOA •••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
GUMI •••••••.•••••••• 
PUERTO RICO •.•••.••• 
VIRGIN ISLANDS •••.•• 

U.S. 
citizenship 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Law 
degree 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yesc 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yesc 

Admitted 
to state 

bara 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

(Information not available) 
Yes Yes Yes 

(Information not available) 
Yes Yes 

(Information not available) 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

Age 
require­
ments State District 

1 
3 
1 
2 
5 

1 
5 

5 

1 
5 

6 months 

3 

5 

90 days 

over 30 
over 18 
over 21 
over 21 
over 26 

over 18 
between 35 

and 70 
over 35 
over 30 

over 21 
over 30 

between 25 
and 70 

over 30 

Note: This table lists only qualificati.ons required by constitution, statute, or court rule. 

Legal 
e:..:perience 

5 yearsh 

5 years 

10 years 
Expe rience 
required 

5 yearsg 

5 years 

10 years 
5 years 

9 years 

5 years 

10 years 

aRequirement may also specify number of years as member of the bar. 
bFor the Alaska Court of Appeals, the intermediate appellate court, 5 years minimum residency and 5 years legal 

experience are required. Figures given on the table are for the Supreme Court. 
CRequirement is that justices must be "learned in the law." 
dJustice must have been a member of state bar for 10 years or a trial judge for 5 years. 
eFigure shows required number of years as a qualified voter. 
fResidence or principle law office in the state is required. 
gJustice must have 5 out of 10 years legal experience as practicing attorney or judge preceding appointment or 

election. 

hThe figure given for required legal experience in Oklahoma is for the Supreme Court and Court of Criminal Appeals. 
Only 4 years of legal experience is required for a judge on the Court of Appeals. 

Sources: Council of State governments, State Court Systems (Lexington, Kentucky: Council of State governments, Hay, 
1978) pages 6 and 7. American Bar As!)ociation--National Center for State Courts, Implementation of 
Standards for Judicial Administration Project, State Court Organization Profile series (Williamsburg, 
Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1977-1980); NCSP staff review of state statutes; State Court Adminis t ra tors. 
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Table 7: Qualifications of judges of general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
U.S. citizenship, legal training and licensing, residency, age, and legal 
experience. 

State and court name 

ALABAl-1A ••••••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA ••••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS •••••••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA •••••••••••• 

COLORADO •••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT ••••••••••• 
DELAWARE: 

Court of Chancery ••. 
Superior Court •••••• 

FLORIDA ••••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA ••••••••••••••• 

HAWAII ••••••••.••••••• 
IDAHO: 

District Court: 
Judges ••••••••••••• 
Nagistratss •••• , ••• 

ILLINOIS •••••••••••••• 

INDIANA ••••••••••••••• 
IOWA: 

District Court: 
Judges ••••••••••••• 
Associate judges ••• 
Judicial magis-

t rates ••••••••••••• 

KANSAS: 
District Court: 
Judges ••••••••••••• 
Associate judges ••• 
Magistrates •••••••• 

KENTUCKy •••••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA ••••••••••••• 
~IAINE ••••••••••••••••• 
MARyLAND •••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••••• 
MICHIGAN •••••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA ••••••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI .......... . 
MISSOURI: 

Circuit Court: 
Judges ••••••••••••• 
Associate judges ••• 

MONTANA ••••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA •••••••••••••• 
NEVADA •••••••••••••••• 
NE\'I HAl-1PSHIRE ••••••••• 
NEW JERSEy ........... . 

NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK: 

Supreme Court ••••••• 
County Court •••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA •••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA •••••••••• 
OHIO •••••••••••••••••• 

U.S. 
ci tizen­

ship 

Yes(5) 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Law 
degree 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yesf 

Yes 
(g) 
Yes 

Admitted 
to state 

bar (years) 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes (l 0) 

Yes(5) 
Yes 

Yes( 5) 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes(5) 

Yes 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

State District 

5 
5 
2 

(b) 

(a) 
(a) 
(b) 
3 

(b) 

(a) 

(a) 

(b) 

2 
2 

5b 

(a) 

(c) 
(a) 

(b,d) 
(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
2 
2 

6 months 

Age 
require­
ments 

Under 70 

30 or over 
28 or over 

Under 70 
30 or over 

30 to 70 

Under 72 

30 or over 
30 or over 

30 or over 

(No qualifications are required by state constitution.) 

Yes(lO) 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes Yes (b) (b) 
(g) (a) 

Yes 

Yes(5) 

Yes 
Yes 

5 

1 
(a) 

Yes(5) 2 (a) 

Under 70 

26 or over 

30 or over 
25 or over 

Yes Yes (a, b) 30 or over 
Yes 2 25 or over 

Legal 
experi­

ence 
(yea rs) 

5 
5 
6 

5 
7 

10 

5 

5 
5 

8 
5 

5 

5h 
5 

(No qualifications are required by state constitution, statute, or court rule.) 

Yes 
Yes 

(g) 

Yes 
(g) 
Yes 

Yes(10) 10 

Yes(3) 

Yes (l 0) 
Yes(5) 
Yes 

Yes 

22 

3 

month 
(a) 

30 or over 

month 21 or over 

(a) 

3 

10 
5 

State and court name 

OKLAHONA •••••••••••••• 
OREGON •••••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA •••••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND •••••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA •••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA •••••••••• 
TENNESSEE ••••••••••••• 
TEXAS ••••••••••••••••• 
UTAH •••••••••••••••••• 
VERNONTl •••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA •••••••••••••• 
WASHINGTON •••••••••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA ••••••••• 
WISCONSIN ••••••••••••• 
WyOMING ••••••••••••••• 

ANERICAN SAMOA •••••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
GUAl-! •••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO ••••••••••• 

U.S. 
citizen­

ship 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Law 
degree 

Yes 

Yes 

(m) 
Yes 

Admitted 
to state 

bar (years) 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yesk 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes(5) 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

State District 

6 
3 

5 

(a) 
5 
2 
3 

(a) 

5 
(b) 
2 

6b 
1 
1 

(b) 
(a) 
2 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

90 days 

Age 
require­
ments 

21 or over 
26 or over 

30 or over 
25 or over 
25 or over 

30 or over 
25 to 70 
28 or over 

25 or over 

Note: This table lists only qualifications required by constitution, statute, or court rule. 

Legal 
experi­

ence 
(years) 

4j 

5 

4 

5 

5 

5 
5 

5 
6 months 

5 

aThe only residency requirement is that the person be a resident of the area during his term with no specification of 
the time period. 

bThe person is required to be a qualified voter of the area. 
CAt least one of the Delaware Superior Court judges must live in each of the state's three counties. 
dThe residency requirement for Idaho Dis t rict Court magis trates may be waived if no qualified resident voter is 

available. ~lagistrates must also have a high school diploma or equivalency degree and have attended an institute 
on the duties and functions of a magistrate's office. 

eThe requirement that magistrates of the Iowa District Court be licensed to practice law applies only to those 
serving full-time, however, licensed attorneys must be considered first. 

fMagistrutes of the Kansas District Court can substitute certification by the Kansas Supreme Court for the 
requirement that they be lawyers. They must also be a high school graduate or its equivalent. 

gJudge must be "learned in the law." 
hJudges in the Small Claims Division of the Montana District Court are not required to have a specific number of 

years of legal experience. 
iJudges of the Ohio Court of Common Pleas may substitute service as a judge in a court of record for the required 

legal experience. 
jAssociate judges of the Oklahoma District Court appointed after July 15, 1974 are required to have 2 years legal 

experience. 
kLay magistrates of the South Dakota Circuit Court are not required to be members of the state bar. However, they 

must have a high school education and attend a training course supervised by the South Dakota Supreme Court before 
taking office. 

lRequirements given for the Vermont Superior Court apply only to judges. There are no qualifications set by statute 
for assistant judges. 

iOThe only statutory requirement for justices that serve the lIigh Court of American Samoa is that they be learned in 
the law. 

Sources: Council of State Governments, State Court Systems (Lexington, Kentucky: Council of State Governments, May, 
1978); American Bar Association--National Center for State Courts, Implementation of Standards for Judicial 
Administration Project, State Court Organization Profile series (Williamsburg, Virginia: National Center 
for State Courts, 1977-1980); NCSP staff review of state statutes; State Court Administrators. 
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Table 8: Qualifications of judges of limited or special jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
U.S. citizenship, legal training and licensing, residency, age, and legal 
experience. 

Stute and court name 

ALABANA: 
District Court .•.•••• 
Probate Court ••••.••• 
Municipal Court •.•••• 

ALASKA: 
District Court. .••••• 

ARIZONA: 
Justice of the 

Peace Courtd .••.•.• 
City }!agistrate 

Court .••••.•••••••. 

ARKANSAS: 
Municipal Court .••••• 
County Courte •••.••.. 
Court of Common 

Please •.•••.•.•••.•• 
Justice of the 

Peace Court •••••••• 
Police Court ••.•.•.•• 
City Court .•••••••••• 

CALIFOR,.'UA: 
Municipal Court ••••• 
Justice Court .•••••• 

COLORADO: 
Denve r Su pe rior 
Court •••••••.••••• 

Denver Juvenile 
Court ••••••••.•••• 

Denv,"r Probate 
Court ...... , .•...• 

County Court •••••••• 
Nunicipal Court 

CONNECTICUT: 
Probate Court •••••.•• 

lJELAWARE: 
Family Court ••••••••• 
Court of Common 

Pleas ..... , ... , ..... 
Municipal Court 

of Wilmington ••••••• 
Justice of the 

Peace Court ••••••••• 
Aldt·rman I s Court .•••• 

FLORIDA: 
County Court ••••••••• 

U. S. Admitted 
citizen- Law to state 

ship degree bar (years) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (:tears) 

State 

(a) 
(b) 

5c 

(a) 

District 

( b) 

(!J) 

Age 
require-
ments 

21 or over 

18 or ove r 

(Other requirements for judges serving court are set by locality.) 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

2 
2 

2 

(a) 

(a) 

25 or over 
25 or over 

25 or over 

(a, b) 
(a,b) 

(Person who is either a qualified voter or a licensed attorney may serve 
this court in place of the mayor.) 

Yes 
Yes(5) 

Yes(5) 

Yes(5) 

Yes(5) 
Yesf 

Preferred Preferred 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yesg 

( b) 

(b) 

Varies 

(Locally 

(b) 

24 

54 daysb 
(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a,b) 
(a,b) 

(b) 

Varies 

(a) 21 or over 
established. ) 18 or over 

(a) Under 70 

Legal 
experi-

ence 
(yea rs) 

3 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

State and court name 

GEORGIA: 
Probate Court: 

(less than 100,000 
popula tion) •.•••••• 

(over 100,000 
population) •••••••• 

Juvenile Court ••••••• 
Jus tice of the 

Peace Court ••••••••• 
State Court ......... . 
Small Claims Court ••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 
Magistrate Court ••••• 
County Court ••••••••• 
Civil Court •••••.•••. 
All other courts •.••• 

HAWAII: 
District Court ••••• 

INDIANA: 
County Court ••.•••••• 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Municipal Court 

of Marion County •••• 
Small Claims 

Court of Harion 

U.S. 
citizen­

ship 
Law 

degree 

Varies 

Admitted 
to state 

bar (years) 

Yes 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

State District 

(a,b) 

3 

3i months 

(a) 
(a) 

(Requirements for judges serving this court vary from county to 
2 

(b) 

Legal 
Age experi-

req ui re- ence 
ments (yea rs) 

21 or over 

30 or over 
30 or over 

21 or over 
25 or over 

county. ) 
25 or over 
25j or over 

3 

5 

5 
(Requirements for judges serving this court vary, but usually include residency 
and age specifications.) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes(5) 

Yes 
Yes 

(a) 
(a) 

(a) 5 

Under 70k 
(a) 

3 

County.............. Yes Yesm 
City Court •••••••.••• (There are no statutory requirements set for judges serving this court.) 
Town Court ••••••••••. (There are no statutory requirements set for judges serving this court.) 

KANSAS: 
Nunicipal Court •••.•• 

KENTUCKY: 
District Court ••••••• 

LOUISIANA: 
City Court •••••.••••• 
Parish Court ••••••••• 
Municipal Court 

of New Orleans •••••• 
Traffic Court 
of New Orleans ••.••• 

Mayor's Court •••••••• 
Family Court. •.•••••• 
Juvenile Court •••.••• 

MAINE: 
District Court •••••.• 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Administrative 

Court ••••••••••••••• 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yesn 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

(5 ) 
(5) 

(5) 

(5) 

(5) 
(5 ) 

25 

(a, n) 

2 

2 
2 

2 
2 

18 or over 

2 

2 
2 

(b) 

(b) 
2, (b) 
2 
2 

(a) 
(a) 

(a) 

2 

5 
5 

5 

5 

5 
5 
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Table 8: Qualifications of judges of limited or special jurisdiction courts, 1980 
( continued) 

State and court name 

MARYLAND: 
District Court ••••••• 
Orphans' Court ••••••• 

MICHIGAN : 
District Court ••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 
Common Pleas Court 

of Detroit .......... 

HINNESOTA: 
Probate Court •••••••• 
County Court ••••••••• 
County Municipal 

Court •.•..••...•..•. 
Conciliation Court ••• 

MISSISSIPPI: 
County Court ••••••••• 
Family Court ••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••• 
Municipal Courtq ••••• 

MONTANA: 
Justice of the 

Peace Court ••••••••• 
City Court ••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 
Water Court ......... . 

NEBRASKA: 
County Court ••••••••• 
Separate Juvenile 

Court .••.•••• , ...• ,. 
Municipal Court •••••• 
Workmen's Compen­

sation Court •••••••• 

NEVADA: 
Justices' Court •••••• 
Municipal Court • ••••• 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Probate Court •••••••• 

District Court ••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 

NEW JERSEY: 
County District 

Court • •••••••••••••• 
Juvenile and Do­

mestic Relations 
Court ••••••••••••••• 

Tax Court ........... . 

NEW MEXICO: 
Magistrate Court • •••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Small Claims Court 

of Alburquerque ••••• 
Metropolitan Court ••• 

U. S. 
citizen-

ship 
Law 

degree 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
(0) 
(0) 

Admitted Residency requirement Age 
to state ~rior to servin/;l (:r:ears ) require-

'Dar (years) State District ments 

Yes 5b 6 months 30 or over 
Citizen 1 

Yes (b) (b) Under 70 
Yes (b) (b) Under 70 
Yes (b) (b) Under 70 

Yes (b) (b) Under 70 

(a) 

Yes (a) 
(This court is served by hearing officers and County Court judges.) 

(This court 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
YesP 
Yes 

Yes(2) 
is served 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

(r) 
(r) 

by judges of the 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

5 
5 

2 
District 

3 

2 
(b) 

(a) 
2a, (b) 

. (a, b) 
Court.) 

(a,b) 

(a,b) 
(a,b) 

(a,b) 

(b) 

25 or over 
25 or over 

30 or over 

30 or over 
30 or over 

30 or over 

Legal 
experi-

ence 
(yea rs) 

Yes 
Y~s 

5 
5 

5 

(There are no constitutional or statutory requirements set for judges serving this 
court.) 

Yess 

Yes (l0) 

Yesu(lO) 
Yes 

(a) 

Yesv (a,b) 
(Qualifications for judges serving this court are set locally.) 

Yes 1 

Yes 
Yes 

26 

2 25 or over 

10 

IOU 
10 

2 

,\., 

State and court name 

NEW YORK: 
Surrogate's Court • ••• 
Family Court ••••••••• 
Civil Court of the 
City of New york •••• 

Criminal Court of the 
City of New york •••• 

District Court • •••••• 
City Court .......... . 
Court of Claims •••••• 
Town Justice Court 

and Village Justice 
Court ••••••••••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA: 
District Court ••••••• 

NORTH DAKOTA: 
County Court ••••••••• 
County Court with 

Increased Juris-
diction ••••••••••••• 

County Justice 
Court ••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •••••• 

OHIO: 
Municipal Court • ••••• 
County Court ••••••••• 
Mayor's Court •••••••• 
Court of Claims •••••• 

OKLAHOMA: 
Municipal Court of 

Record •••••••••••••• 
Hunicipal Court Not 

of Record ••••••••••• 
Workers' Compensa­

tion Court •••••••••• 
Court of Tax Review •• 
Court of Bank Review. 

OREGON: 
District Court ••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••• 
County Court ••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 

PENNSYLVANlA : 
Community Court •••••• 
Philadelphia 
Municipal Court ••••• 

Philadelphia 
Traffic Court ••••••• 

Pittsburgh Mag­
istrates Court ••.••• 

District Justice 
Court ••••••••••••••• 

U.S. 
citizen­

ship 
Law 

degree 

(x) 

(y) 

VesZ 

Admitted 
to state 

bar (years) 

Yes(lO)W 
Yes(lO)W 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

(This court is served by the mayor 
(This court is served by active or 
Appeals, or Court of Common Pleas 

Yes 

Yes bb 

YeseS) 

Residency requirement 
prior to servin/;l (years) 

State District 

1 month 

(a) 

9 monthsb,z 

Age 
require­
ments 

Legal 
experi -

ence 
(years) 

10 

10 
5 
S 

10 

10 

(a) 6aa 
(a,b) 2 

and qualifications are set for that office.) 
retired judges of the Supreme Court, Court of 
on temporary assignment.) 

6 2 

(This court is served by District Court judges.) 
(This court is served by District Court judges.) 

Yes 3 
6 months (b) 

1, (b) 
(No requirements are set for judges serving this CO'lrt, but many are attorneys.) 

Yes (a) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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Table 8: Qualifications of judges of limited or special jurisdiction courts, 1980 
(continued) 

State and court name 

RHODE ISLAND: 
Family Court •.•.••••• 
District Court ••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA: 
Family Court ••••••••. 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Magistrate's Court ... 
Municipal Court •.•••• 

TENNESSEE: 
County Court ••••••••• 
General Sessions 

Court ••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••• 
Juvenile Court •.• , •••• 

Trial Jus tice 
Court ••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •.••.• 

TE.XAS: 
County Court ••••••••• 

Justice of the 
Peace Court ••.•••••• 

Municipal Court •••••• 

UTAH: 
Circuit Court ........ 
Justice Court •.••.••• 
Juvenile Court ••••••• 

VERMONT: 
District Court •••.••• 
Probate Court •••••••• 

VIRGINIA: 
General District 

Court ••••••••.•••••• 
Juvenile and Do­

mestic Relations 
Court •• , ••.••••••••• 

WASHINGTON: 
Justice of the 

Peace Court •.••••••• 
District Court •••••.• 
Municipal Court •••••• 

WEST VIRGINIA: 
Magistrate Court ••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 

WISCONSIN: 
Municipal Justice 

Court ••.•••••••••••• 

WYOMING: 
County Court ••••••••• 
Justjce of the 

Pea,.1 Court ••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••• 

Legal 
U. S. 

citizen­
ship 

Admitted 
to state 

bar (years) 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

Age expE'ri-

Yes 

Law 
degree 

Yes 
Yes 

require- ence 
State District ments (years) 

21 or over 

Qua i cat ons or ( 1 fi i f J'udges serving this court are set locally.) 

Yes Yes Yes(5) 5 1 26 or over 
(b). 

(There are no statutory requirements set for judges of this court. ) 
(There are no statutory requirements set for judges of this court. ) 

5 30 or over 

Yescc 5 30 or over 

(Requirements for judges serving this court vary according tc the act creating each 
individual court.) 

5 30 or over 

Yes locality.) (Other requirements for judges serving this court vary from locality to 

( f J'udges serving this court vary according to the statute creating Req'drements or . I 
the court. Some include 2 to 5 years legal experience and residency In t Ie 
county.) 

(There are no 
(Requirements 
However, all 

formal requirements set for judges serving this court.) 
for judges serving this court vary according to local ordinance. 
judges in courts of record must be licensed attorneys.) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
(Judges serving this court are not 
in practice, half of them are.) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes Yesdd 
Yesee 

Yesf f 

Nogg 

No 

Yes 

3 (a) 
(b) 

25 or over 

5 
required by statute to be attorneys, however, 

5 

(n) 

(a) 

(b) 
(b) 

(b) 

(b) 
(a,b) 

21 or over 
30 or over 

State and court name 

A}1ERICAN SAMOA: 
District Court •••••• 
Village Court ••••••• 

PUERTO RICO: 
District Court •••••• 
Municipal Court ••••• 

VIRGIN ISLANDS: 
Territorial Court 
of the Virgin 
Islands •••••••••••• 

U.S. 
citizen­

ship 
Law 

degr ... e 

Admitted 
to state 

bar (years) 

Residency requirement 
prior to serving (years) 

State District 

Age 
require­
ments 

(hh) 
(This court is served by justices of the High Court of American Samoa.) 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

21 or over 
21 or over 

NOTE: This table lists only qualifications requl,red by constitution, statute, or court rule. 

Legal 
experi­

ence 
(years) 

3 

5 

aThe only residency requirements is that the person be a resident with no specification of the time period. 
bThe person is required to be a qualified voter of the area. 

CMagistrates of the Alaska District Court must have been residents of the state for 6 months preceeding their appointment. 

dArizona Justices of the Peace are also required to be able to read and write English. 
eArkansas County Court and Court of Common Pleas judges are also required to have a business education. 
fCounty Court judges in Class C and D counties in Colorado need not be admitted to the bar but they must be 

high school graduates or have certificates of equivalency. Nonlawyers judges must attend the institute on 
the duties and functioning of the County Court. 

gAdmission to the Florida state bar is waived for County Court judges in counties have less than 40,000 popu­lation. 

hGeorgia Proba te Cnnrt judges in counties wi th over 100, 000 popula tion may subs tHute 5 years experience as 
Probate Court clerk for the 3 years legal experience requirement. 

iGeorgia .Justices of the Peace Court judges must also have been residents of the county for at least 2 years preceeding election. 

jCivil Court judges in Bibb County, Georgia must be at least 25 years of age. No other county has this re­quirement. 

kIndiana County Court judges must be under 70 years of age at the start of their terms. 
lJudges of the Municipal Court of Marion County, Indiana must also have 3 years legal experience in Marion County. 

mThe requirement for judges of the Small Claims Court of Marion County, Indiana, to have a law degree may be 
waived if the person had been a justice of the peace for at least one year prior to December 31, 1965. 

nOnly Kansas Municipal Court judges in first class cities are required to be attorneys. The residency re­
quirement is waived for all judges in first class cities with mayor/council governments. 

oJudges in the Ninnesota County Court must be "learned in the law." This requirement is waived for lay judges 
who were already in office in 1973. 

PThe requirement for legal education for judges of the Mississippi Justice Court may be waived, but, if so, the 
judge is required to attend an 18-hour seminar conducted by the attorney general. A high school diploma is also required. 

qThe MuniCipal Court in MiSSissippi may also be served by the justice court judge Whose district lies in whole 
or in part in the municipality, or by the mayor or mayor pro tempore who serves as ex officio judge. 

rJudges of the Nevada Justices I Court and Nunicipal Court must attend a required course of instruction upon election. 

sJudges of the New Hampshire District Court must be "learned, able and discreet person(s) specially qualified by 
training and experience for the performance of his (their) duties." Where possible, members of the bar are chosen. 

tNew Hampshire Municipal Court judges are only required to be "learned, able, and discreet." 
URequirements for judges of the New Jersey Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court to have been admitted to the 

state bar for 10 years applies to only those judges appointed after July 24, 1970. 
vJudges of the New Nexico Nngistrate Court in dist ricts with popUlation under 100,000 need not be members of the 

bar, but they must have a high school or equivalent education. 
wCounty Court judges serVing the New York Surrogate's Court or Family Court need only have been admitted to the bar for 5 years. 

xJudges of the New York Town Justice Court and Village Justice Court need not be attorneys, but, if they are 
not, they must complete a course of training and education. 

YJudges of the North Dakota County Court with Increased Jurisdiction must be "learned in the law." 
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Table 8: Qualifications of judges of limited or special jurisdiction 
courts, 1980 (continued) 

ZIn cities with a population under 3,000, the judge of the North Dakota Municipal Court is not required to be 
an attorney or to be a resident of the city. In larger cities, the law degree requirement may be waived if no 
lawyer is available. 

aaJudges of the Ohio Municipal Court may substitute service as a judge in a court of record for the required 
legal experience. 

bbJudges of the Oklahoma Municipal Court Not of Record in cities having less the 7,500 population need not be 
law trained if no licensed attorney resides in the county in which the city is located. 

cCJudges of the Tennessee General Sessions Court are required to be attornyes in only two counties of the state. 
ddWashington justices of the Peace who hear cases involving dollar amounts between $300 and $1,000 must be 

attorneys; others are not required to be. 
eeJudges of the Hashington District Court may substitute experience as a ~lstice of the peace or judge of 

Municipal Court for the required legal education and bar membership, or, if their district has under 10,000 
population, may have taken and passed a qualifying examination for office. 

ffQualifications for judges of the Washington Hunicipal Court vary from location to location. In all cities 
over 5,000 population, they are required to be attorneys unless they are also justices of the peace. 

ggThe West Virginia Constitution prohibits a requirement that magistrates be attorneys. However, prior to 
assuming office they must complete a course of intruction in rudimentary principles of law as prescribed by 
the Supreme Court. 

hhJudges of the American Samoa District Court must be learned in the law. 

Sources: Council of State Governments, State Court System (LeXington, Kentucky: Council of State government, 
May, 1978); American Bar Association--National Center for State Courts, Implementation of Standards 
for Judicial Administration Project, State Court Organization Profile series (Williamsburg, Virginia: 
National Center for State Courts, 1977-1980); NCSP staff review of state statutes; State Court 
Adminis tra tors. 
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Table 9: Authorized judgeships in trial courts, 1980. 
1980 population, number of authorized judges and population served 
per judge by trial court level. 

Courts of general Courts of limited/ 
jurisdiction special jurisdicion All trial courts 

"" c:: "" c:: "" c:: 
4-; Q) o Q) 4-; Q) 0 Q) 4-; Q) o Q) o N 'N Oll o N Oll o N 'N 01: 

1980 'N '-''''' 'N '-''''' 'N 
.... "" ~ ~ Ul 

'" ::l 
~ ... Ul 

'" ::l 
~ ~ Ul 

'" ::l 
population Q) 0 Q) ,..; . ..., Q) 0 Q) ,..; . ..., Q) 0 Q) ...-j'I-' 

.0 ~ Oll ::l .o.r; Oll ::l .o.r;Oll ::l 

State in thousands 9'W"" ""~ 9'-''''' "" ... 9'-'"0 ""~ ::l ::l ::l o Q) :> ::l ::l o Q) ::l ::l ::l o Q) 
z "' . ..., 

!l.. "" 
Z ~ '1'/ 

!l.. "" Z <Il • ..., 
!l.. "" 

ALABAl-!A •••• II II' II •• 3,890 113 34,400 370 10,500 483 8,100 
ALASKA •••••••••••••• 400 21 19,100 69 5,800 90 4,400 
ARIZONA ••• II •••••• II 2,718 80 34,000 178 15,300 258 10,500 
ARKANSAS ••• II I.' II II 2,286 63 36,300 254 9,000 317 7,200 
CALIFORNIA •••••••.•• 23,669 607 39,000 568 41,700 1,175 20,100 

COLORADO •••••••• 1. II 2,889 lOG 27,300 353 8,200 459 6,300 
CONNECTICUT ••.•••• I, 3,108 110 28,300 130 23,900 240 12,900 
DELAHARE •• I" I" 1 •• 1 595 14 42,500 94 6,300 108 5,500 
FLORIDA •••••• I. 11 •• 1 9,740 302 32,300 198 49,200 500 19,500 
GEORGIA ••••••••••••• 5,464 110 49,700 2,318 t t ~,428t t 

HAHAII •• 11.11 , •••••• 965 25 38,600 18 53,600 43 22,400 
IDAHO ............... 944 99 9,5DO 0 99 9,500 
ILLINOIS ••• 1. II 11 •• 10 11,418 677 16,900 0 677 lfi,900 
INDIANA • 1 ••• 1 ••••••• 5,490 171 32,100 155 35,400 326 16,800 
IOWA •••••••• 1 •• II II, 2,913 300 9,700 0 300 9,700 

KANSAS •• II •••• 11 ••• 1 2,363 211 11,200 356 6,60() 567 4,200 
KENTUCKy •••••••••••• 3,661 91 40,200 123 29,800 214 17,100 
LOUISIANA ••••••••••• 4,204 161 26,100 711 5,900 872 4,800 
MAINE ••••••• II •••••• 1,125 14 80,300 38 29,600 52 21,600 
MARYLAND • 11.11 •••••• 4,216 97 43,500 153 27,600 250 16,900 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••• 5,737 264 21,700 0 264 21,700 
MICHIGAN ••••••••• II. 9,258 173 53,500 341 27,200 514 18,012 
MINNESOTA ••••••••••• 4,077 72 56,600 166 24,600 238 17, 100 
NISSISSIPPI • I ••••• 11 2,521 65 38,800 591 4,300 656 3,800 
MISSOURI •••••• II II •• 4,917 300 16,400 0 300 16,400 

MONTANA •••••••••••.• 787 32 24,600 192 4,100 224 3,500 
NEBRASKA ............ 1,570 45 34,900 65 24,200 110 14,300 
NEVADA ••••••••.••••• 799 29 27,600 81 9,900 110 7,300 
NEH HAl-!PSHIRE ....... 921 15 61,400 114 8,100 129 7,100 
NEW JERSEy •••••••.•• 7,364 214 34,400 474 15,500 688 10,700 
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." 

State 

NEW MEXICO ........ I. 
NEW yORK •••••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA •••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA •••••••• 
OHIO •••••••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA •••••••••••• 
OREGON •••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA •••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND •••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA •••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA •••••••• 
TENNESSEE ••••••••••• 
TEXAS ••••••••••••••• 
UTAH •••••••••••.•••• 
VERNONT •••••.••••••• 

VIRGINIA •••••••••••• 
WASHINGTON •••••••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA ••••••• 
WISCONSIN ••••••••••• 
\-IYOMING ••••••••••.•• 

AMERICAN SAMOA •••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
GUAM ••.••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO ••••••••• 
VIRGIN ISLANDS •••••• 

TOTAL--States only 
TOTAL--States and 

territories 

1980 
population 

in thousands 

1,300 
17,557 
5,874 

653 
10,797 

3,025 
2,633 

11,867 
947 

3,119 

690 
4,591 

14,228 
1,461 

511 

5,346 
4,130 
1,950 
4,705 

471 

31* 
638 
114* 

3,358* 
96* 

225,867 

230,104 

Courts of general 
jurisdiction 

44 
367 

66 
24 

313 

198 
76 

285 
19 
31 

141 
116 
310 
24 
38 

111 
118 

60 
190 

15 

7 
44 

5 
92 
o 

7,127 

7,275 

29,500 
47,800 
89,000 
27,200 
34,500 

15,300 
34,600 
41,600 
49,900 

100,600 

4,900 
39,900 
45,900 
60,900 
13,500 

48,200 
35,000 
32,500 
24,800 
31,400 

4,400 
14,500 
22,800 
36,500 

31,700 

31,600 

Courts of limited/ 
special jurisdicion 

201 
3,037 

136 
279 
938 

553 
297 
589 
68 

672 

o 
362 

2,195 
212 

33 

163 
208 
204 
216 
124 

1 
o 
o 

159 
6 

18,597t 

18,763t 

c 
o Q) 

.,.; 00 
4.1'0 
<\l :l .-; . ..., 
:l 
"'- ... o Q) 

p.. 0. 

6,500 
5,800 

43,200 
2,300 

11,500 

5,500 
8,900 

20,100 
13,900 

4,600 

12,700 
6,500 
6,900 

15,500 

32,800 
19,900 

9,700 
21,800 

3,800 

31,000 

21,100 
16,000 

12,100t 

12,300t 

Note: See Tables 4 and 5 for descriptions of judicial officers included for each state. 

All trial courts 

245 
3,404 

202 
303 

1,251 

751 
373 
874 
87 

703 

141 
478 

2,505 
236 

71 

274 
326 
264 
406 
139 

8 
44 

5 
251 

6 

25,724t 

26,038t 

c o Q) 
..... 00 
'-''0 
ro :l ...... ..., 
:l c. ... 
o Q) 

p.. 0. 

5,300 
5,200 

29,100 
2,200 
8,600 

4,000 
7,100 

13,600 
10,900 

4,400 

4,900 
9,600 
5,700 
6,200 
7,200 

19,500 
12,700 

7,400 
11 ,600 

3,400 

3,900 
14,500 
22,800 
13,400 
16,000 

8,80Clt 

8,800t 

*Population figures given for these jurisdictions are estimates of the 1978 population. 
tData from the limited jurisdiction courts in Georgia do not include judges of the Criminal Court, Police 

Court, or Municipal Court (other than the Municipal Court located in Savannah and Columbia). These data 
therefore are not inclllded in any of the total figures, either, affecting the population per judge figures 
reported. The true population per judge figures would be slightly lower than those given on the chart. 

Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports; State Court Administrators 
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Table 10: Judicial selection, 1980. 
Method of initial selection and filling of interim vacancies. 

State and court title 

ALABAl1A: 
All judges except Municipal 

Cou rt judges ••.••••••••.•••• 

Hunicipal Court judges •••••••• 
ALASKA: 

All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates ••••••••••••••••••• 

ARIZONA: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Superior Court judges in 

counties with at least 
150,000 population ........ .. 

All other Superior Court 
judges ••••••.•••.••••••••••• 

Justices of Peace ••••••••••••• 

City and 
Tucson 

Ci ty and 
ci ties 

APXANSAS: 

Town Magistrates in 

Town Magistrates in 
other than Tucson •••• 

All judges ••••••.••••••••••••• 

CALIFORNIA: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Superior Court judges ••••••••• 
}lunicipal Court judges •••••••• 
Justice Court judges •••••••••• 

COLORADO: 
All judges except Denver 

County and Municipal Court 
judges ••.•••••••••.••••••••• 

Denve r County Court judges •••• 

Municipal court judges •••••••• 
COtINECTICUT: 

All judges except Probate Court 
Probate court judges •••••••••• 

Method of initial judicial selection 

Popular 
election Appointment by: 

Merit 
planb 

Pa rtisan •.•.......•........••. I ••••••••• 

Local governing body ••••••• 

...................................... x 
Presiding judge of ••••••••• 
judicial district 

...................................... x 

...................................... x 

Nonpartisan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Partisan ............................... . 

....................... ., ............. . 
Determined by local 

gave rning body 

x 

Partisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nonpartisan 
Governor .. I •• I ••••••••••••• 

Governor ••••...•••.•.•••... 
County Board of Super­
visors or special 
election 

...................................... x 
Mayor with a merit plan 
city council, or town 
boards 

Councilor town boards 

........... Legislature ............... . 
Pa rtisan •••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
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Method of filling interim vacancies 

Merit selection in 15 Counties; Governor 
appoints until next general election in all 
other counties 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Governor appoints until next general election 
County Board of Supervisors appoint for 
balance of term 

Appointed by mayor 

Same as initial selection 

Governor appoints for unexpired term, except: 
Municipal Court--regular practicing attorneys 
choose special judge to fill vacancy until 
election; Police Court--filled by gubernatorial 
appointment; County Court and Justice of the 
Peace Courts--filled by partisan election 

Same as initial selection 
AppOinted by Governor 
Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Same as inittal selection 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

State and court title 

DELAWARE: 
All judges except Alderman's 

Court •.....•....•..••.•....• 
Alderman's Court judges ...•.•• 

FLORIDA: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Trial court judges •••••••••••• 

GEORGIA: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Superior Court judges ••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace ••••••••• 
Probate Court judges •••••••••• 
Juvenile Court judges ••••••••• 

City Court judges ........... .. 
All other judges •••••••••••••• 

HAWAII: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Circuit Court judges •••••••••• 
District Court judges ••••••••• 

IDAHO: 
Appellate Court judges •••••••• 
District Court judges ••••••••• 
District Court magistrates •••• 

ILLINOIS: 
Associate judges •••••••••••••• 
Court of Claims judges •••••••• 
All other judges •••••••••••••• 

INDIANA: 
Appellate court judges, 

Superior Court judges of 
Allen, Lake, St. Joseph, 
Vanderburgh, and Marion 
Counties, and Harion County 
Municipal Court judges •••••• 

All other judges •••••••••••••• 

IOl<A: 
Appellate coert judges •••••••• 
District Court judges ••••••••• 
District Court magistrates 

District Court part-time 
magistrates ............... .. 

KANSAS: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Trial court judges--23 

districts ................. .. 
Other ~rial court judges •••••• 

KENTUCKY: 
All judges ................... . 

Hethod of initial judicial selection 

Popular 
election Appointment by: 

Herit 
planb 

• ••• It ••••••••••• 11.1 II ••• , I, •••••• '1' X 
........... Determined by local 

gave rning body 

...................................... X 
Nonpa rtisan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pa rtisan 
Partisan 
Partisan 
Pa rtisan 

................................ ................................ 

................................ 

................................ 
."......... Presiding Superior/ •...•... 

Ci rcuit Judge 
........... Governing bodies .......... . 
••••••••••• Determined by local 

)!overning bodies 

...................................... X 

...................................... X ........... 

Non pa rtisan 
Non partisan 
........... 

........... 
........... 

Chief Justice using a .•.•.. 
merit plan 

............................ 

............................ 
District Hagistrate 

Commission 

Circuit judges ••••••••••••• 
ExecutiveS •.••••..•.. , ..... 

Pa rtisan . .............................. . 

~~~~i~:~""""""""""""""" X ................................ 

...................................... X 

...................................... X 
••••.•.•.•• District Court •.•.••••••.•• 

judges using merit plan 

•.......... County Judicial •.•..••..... 
Hngistrate Appointing 

...................................... X 

~~~~~~~~.............................. X 
................................ 

Method of filling interim 

Merit selection 
Same as initial selection 

Merit selection 
Herit selection 

Appointed by Governor 
Appointed by Governor with a merit plan 
Special election is held 
Special election is held 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 
Locally determined 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor 
Appointed by Governor 
District Magistrate Commission appoints 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 
Appointed by Supreme Court justices 

Same as initial selection 
Appointed by Governor 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 
Appointed by Governor 

NOI) partisan . .......................... . He rit selection 
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Table 10: Judicial selection, 1980 (continued) 

State and court title 

LOUISIANA: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

NAI~.E : 
All judges except Probate 

Cou rt judges •••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court judges •••••••••• 

NARYLAND: 
All judges except Orphan's 

Court judges ............... . 
Orphan's Court judges ••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

MICHIGAN: 
All judges except Municipal 

Cou rt judges •••••••.•••••••• 
Municipal Court judges •••••••• 

MINNESOTA: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

HISSISSIPPI: 
All judges except City Police 

Court judges •••••••••••••••• 
City Police Court judges •••••• 

MISSOURI: 
Judges of the Supreme Court, 

Court of Appeals, Circuit and 
Probate Courts in St. Louis 
City and County, and Jackson, 
Plott, and Clay counties •••• 

Other Circuit and Probate 
Court judges •••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court judges •••••••• 

~tONTANA: 

Method of initial judicial selection 

Popular 
election Appointment by: 

Merit 
planb 

Pa rtisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••• 1 •• 1... Governor .. II 1.1 •••• 1 ••• '1.1 

Partisan •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

...................................... X ........... Governor . .................. 
...................................... X 

Non pa rt isan . .......................... . 
Determined by local 
governing body 

.............. , ...................... . X 

Partisan ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
........... Governing authority of ..... 

municipality 

....................................... X 

Partisan ....•.........•..........•...... 
Locally determined ••••••••• 

All judges except Municipal 
Court judges................ lIonpartisan ............................ . 

Municipal Court judges ........ •• ......... City Council .............. . 

NEBRASKA: 
All judges ................... . 

NEVADA: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

llEH HAHPSH I RE: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

NEW JERSEY: 
All jud~es except Municipal 

and Surrogate Court judges 

Municipal Court judges 
Surrogate Court judges 

NEll MEXICO: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

.................................. , ... X 

Nonpa rt isan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Gove mar .................. . 

Cove mor .................. . 

Governing body ••••••••••••• 
Governor •.................. 

Pa rt isan ............•................... 

-------------- -----
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Me thad of filling interim vacancies 

Special election is called by Governor. If 
remainder of term is less than six months, 
Supreme Court fills vacancy, except in 
Mayor's Court, where Board of Alderman 
appoints 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor 
Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor using a merit plan 

Appointed by Governor until next election 
Same as initial selection; Justice Court, 

appointed County Board of Supervisors 

Merit selection 

Appointed by Governor 
Locally determined 

Appointed by Governor 
Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Me rit selection; Justice and Municipal 
Courts, locally determined 

Same as initial selection; Probate Court, 
Registrar of Probate appoints from 
another court 

Same as initial selection; .Juvenile ann 
Domestic Relations Court, appointed hy 
Chief Justice of Supreme Court 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor; Probate Court, 
appointed by County Commissioners; Munici­
pal Court, appointed by municipal 
gave rn i ng body 

.\, 

State and court title 

NEH YORK: 
Appellate court judges •••••••• 
Supreme Court, County Court, 

Surrogate's Court, and 
Family Court (outSide New 
York City) judges .......... . 

Family Court (inside New York 
City) judges ............... . 

Court of Claims judges •••••••• 
Ci vi! Court for the Ci ty of 

New York judges ••••••••••••• 
Criminal Court for New York 

Ci ty judges ••••••••••••••••• 
District Court judges ••••••••• 
City Court, Town and Village 

Court judges .............. .. 
NORTH CAROLINA: 

All judges except special 
judges of the Superior 
Cou rt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Special judges of the Superior 
Court ...................... . 

NORTH DAKOTA: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

OHIO 
All judges except Court of 

Claims & Hayors I Court 
judges ••••••••.••••••••••••• 

Court of Claims judge ••••••••• 
Mayors Court judges ••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA 
Supreme Court and Court of 

Criminal Appeals Justices 
Court of Appeals •••••.•••••••• 
District Court judges ••••••••• 
Municipal Court judges •••••••• 

OREGON: 
All judges except MuniCipal 

Court judges ............... . 
MuniCipal Court judges •••••••• 

PENNSY LV AN IA: 
All judges except Pittsburgh 

Magistrates Court judges ••.• 
Pittsburgh Magistrates Court 

judges ..................... . 
RHODE ISLAND: 

Supreme Court justices •••••••• 
Probate and Municipal Court 

judges •••••••.••••••.••••••• 
All other judges •••.•••••••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA: 
Appellate court judges ••••••.• 
Circuit Court judges .......... 

~'ami!y Court judges .......... . 
Probate Court judges •••••••••• 
Magistrate Court judges •.••••• 

Municipal Court and Haster-in­
Equity Court judges ••••••••• 

Hethod of initial judicial selection 

Popular 
election Appointment by: 

Merit 
planb Method of filling interim vacancies 

...................................... X 

Partisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

........... Mayor using merit plan ..... 
••••••••••• Governor using merit plan •• 

Pa rtisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••• Mayor using merit plan ••••• 
Partisan .............................. .. 

........... Locally determined ........ . 

Partisan ............................... . 

Governor ..•.•..•.•..•...•.. 

Non pa rtisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

non pa rtisan ..... , ..................... . 
Chief Justice •••••••••••••• 
Locally determined ••••••••• 

...................................... X 
Non pa rtisan 
Non partisan 

............................ 

............................ ........... Governing body ••••••••••••• 

Nonpartisan . ........................... . 
Locally determined ••••••••• 

Pa rt isan ................................ 
........... 
........... 
........... 
........... 

Mayor . ..................... 
Legislature . ............... 
City Council . .............. 
Executivea 

Legislature 
Legislature 

. ................ 

................ 

• • • • • • • • • • • Legisla ture •••••••••••••••• 
Partisan .............................. .. 

Governor •..•........•.....• 

Locally determined ••••••••• 
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Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Gove rnor with ad vice and consen t 
of Senate if it is in session 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Mayor using merit plan 

Same as initial selection 
Appointed by Coun ty Board of Supervisors 

Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor 

Same as initial selection 

Merit selection 

Appointed by Governor 
Same as initial selection 
Locally determined 

Same as initial selection 
Appointed by Governor 
Merit selection 
Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor 
Locally determined 

Hertt selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same ns initial selection 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

Legislature fills vacancy unless an 
expired term is less than 1 year, then 
Governor appoints 

Appointed by Governor 
Appointed u;, Governor 
State statutes and Constitution do not 
address this issue 

Locally determined 



Table 10: Judicial selection, 1980 (continued) 

:tate and court title 

SOUTH DAKOTA: 
All judges except magistrates. 
Magistrates •••.••••••••••••••• 

TENNESSEE: 
All judges except intermediate 

appellate court judges and 
some Municipal Court judges. 

Intermediate appellate court 
judges •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Some Hunicipal Court judges ••• 

TEXAS: 
All judges except Constitution­

al County, Municipal, and 
Justice of the Peace Court 
judges •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Constitutional County and 
Justice of the Peace Court 
judges •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court judges •••••••• 
UTAH: 

Supreme Cour'_, District Court, 
and Circuit Court judges •••• 

Juvenile Court judges ••••••••• 
Justice Court judges--town •••• 

Justice Court judges--county •• 

VERMONT: 
All judges except Probate Court 

judges •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court judges •••••••••• 

VIRGINIA: 
All judges except substitute 

District Court judges ••••••• 
Substitute District Court 

judges .................... .. 
WASHINGTON: 

All judges except Municipal 
Court judges in 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th class cities, Justices of 
the Peace, and District Court 
judges .................... .. 

Hunic1pal Court judges in 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th class cities ••• 

Justices of the Peace ••••••••• 

District Court judges ••••••••• 

Method of initial judicial selection 

Popular 
election 

Nonpartisan 

Appointment by: 
Merit 
planb 

Presiding Circuit Court •••• 
judge 

Partisan •.•••.•.•.••••..•••. ·•·••••·••• . 

...................................... )( 

Governing body ••••••••••••• 

Pa rtisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Partisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • Gove rn ing body ••••••••••••• 

Nonpartisan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•• •••••• ••••••• ••••• •••••••• •••••••••• X 

Nonpartisan 

Determined by local •..•.••• 
gove rning body 

t ••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• 
)( 

Pa rtisan •••..•.•.•.•• , ... I •••••• , •• , •••• 

••••••••••• Legislature •••••••••••••••• 

Nonpartisan 

Nonpartisan 
Nonpartisan 

Nonpartisan 

Chief judge of Ci rcuit ..... 
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Method of filling interim vacancies 

Voluntary merit selection 
Same as initial se~ection 

Appointed by Governor 

Same as initial selection 
Same as initial selection 

AppOinted by Governor 

AppOinted by Commissioners Court 
Same as initial selection 

Merit selection 
Same as initial selection 
AppOinted by Hayor 

Appointed by Chairperson of the 
County Board of Commissioners 

Same as initial selection 
Succeeded by register of probate 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Appointed by Governor 

Appointed by Mayor 
Nearest justice in district assumes position 
until next election 

Board of County Commissioners appoint 

.'" 

State and court title 

WEST VIRGINIA: 
All judges except Magistrate 

Court and Municipal Court 
judges •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Magistrate Court judges ••••••• 
Municipal Court judges •••••••• 

WISCONSIN: 
All judges except Municipal 

Court judges •••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court judges •••••••• 

WYO~!lNG: 

Supreme Court, District Court, 
County Court, and Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations 
Court judges •••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court judges •••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court •••• 

AMr:RICAN SAMOA: 
All judges .. ................ .. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

GUAM: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

PUERTO RICO: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGIN ISLANDS: 
All judges •••••••••••••••••••• 

x ~ Affirmative 

Method of initial judicial selection 

Popular 
election Appointment by: 

Merit 
planb 

Partisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pa rtisan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
........... Locally determined ......... 

Nonpartisan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • De termined by loca I 

governing body 

••••••••••••••• _ •• II I., ..... ""1.1 I' •• _ X 
••••••••••• Mayor •••••••••••••••••••••• 
........... County Board of .......... .. 

CommI s s ione rs 

........... Appointed by the U.S ....... 
Secretary of the Interior 

)( 

)( 

Executivea 

Executivea 

Method of filling interim vacancies 

Appointed by Governor 
Chief judge of Circuit Court appoints 
!'ocally determined 

Appointed by Governor 
Special election is held 

He rit selection 
Same as initial selection 
Appointed by County Board of 

Commissioners 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selection 

Same as initial selectin 

a"Executive" includes the executive officer responsible for administration at the level at issue, e. g., state or county 
levels--governor; city level-- mayor or city manager. 

bDetails of each specific "merit plan" are given on the following table. 

Source: State Court Administrators; Review of state statutes by staff of The American Judicature Society; Implementation of 
Standards of Judicial Administration Project, State Court Or anization Profile Series (Williamsburg, Virginia: 
National Center for State Courts, 1977, 1978, 1979 ; Council of State Governments, State Court Systems, Revised 1978 
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Table 11: Description of merit plans, 1980. 
Legal basis 01 plan, year established, use of plan, number of nominees, 
and type of retention election. 

State 
Legal basis 

of plan 

ALABAMA ••••••••• Constitutional 

ALASKA •••••••••• Constitutional 

ARIZONA ••••••••• Constitutional 

COLORADO •••••••• Constitutional 

DELAWARE •••••••• Executive order 

FLORIDA Co ns tit uti ona I 

GEORGIA Executive order 

HAWAII .•......•. Constitutional 

IDAHO ••••••••••• Statutory 

INDIANA......... Constitutiona:!.-­
appellate courts 

Statutory--Super­
ior and Munici­
pal Courts 

IOWA............ Constitutional 

KANSAS.......... Constitutional-­
Appellate courts 

Statutory--

KENTUCKY 

MARYLAND 

l~SSACHUSETTS ••• 

MISSOURI ...•.... 

3 District 
Courts 

Constitutional 

Executi ve order 

Executive order 

Constitutional 

MONTANA......... Statutory 

NEBRASKA •••••••• Constitutional 

NEVADA •••••••••• Constitutional 

NEW YORK: 
Court of 

Appeals Constitutional 

Year 
established 

Plan used for 
appointments 

Initial Interim 

1950 Jefferson 
County; 1973 
Madison County 

1956 

1974 

1967 

1977 

1976 

1971 
(Amended 1975) 

1978 

1967 

1971 
(Amended 1973) 

1962 

1958 
1974 

1976 

1970 
(Hodified 1974 

and 1979) 

1975 
(Modified 1976) 

1940 
(Amended 1970-­
St. Louis; 1973-­
Clay and Platt 

Counties 

1972 

1962 
(Amendt!d 1972) 

1976 

1977 

x 

Some 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

Some 

40 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Number of 
nominees 

3 

2 or more 

3 or more 

3 for appellate 
2 to 3 for trial 

At least 3 

3 or more 

5 

Not less than 6 

2 to 4 

3 

3 for appellate 

3 
2 to 3 

3 

5 to 

3 

3 

3 to 5 

2 or more 

3 

7 for chief judge 
3 to 5 for asso­
ciate judges 

Type of retention election 
On Non-

recorda partisan Partisan 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yet. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
\ 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

ies 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

,'I. 

State 

NORTH CAROLINA: 

Legal basis 
of plan 

Superior Court. Executive order 

NORTH DAKOTA Constitutional 

OKLAHOMA: 
Appellate 

courts •••••• Constitutional 
Trial courts •• Statutory 

PENNSYLVANIA •••• Executive order 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

TENNESSEE: 
Intermediate 

appellate 
courts •••••• 

UTAH ........... ; 

Executive order 

Statutory 

Statutory 

VERMONT ••••••••• Constitutional 

WISCONSIN ••••••• Executive order 

WYOMING ......... Constitutional 

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA...... Statutory 

GUAM •••••••••••• Statutory 

Year 
established 

1977 

1976 

1967 
1967 

1973 
(Modified 1975) 

1977 

1971 

1967 
(Amended 1969, 

1971, 1975) 

1966 
(Amended 1975) 

1978 

1972 

1973 

1962 

Plan used for 
appointmonts 

Initial Interim 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Number of 
nominees 

Type of retention election 
On Non-

recorda partisan Partisan 

3 to 5 Yes 

(Pending implementing legislation) 

3 
3 

3 

3 or more 

3 

3 

As many as the 
Commission 
finds fit--no 
minimum 

No limit 

3 

3 

3 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Nonee 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Note: Only courts having a "X" under the "Merit plan" column or noting that a merit selection plan is used to fill 
interim vacancies in Table 17 are included on this table. 

a"On record" means that the judge runs uncontested, on his record, for retention in office. The retention election 
whether or not competitive may be partisan or nonpartisan. 

bThe judge desiring to be retained petitions to the Judicial Selection Comlussion, which makes the retention 
decision rather than the electorate. 

CAn incumbent judge eligible for reappointment may have his name submitted by the Commission to the Governor on a 
list containing fewer than the normally reqUired number of names. 

dRetention election is on the record unless challenged. 
eIndividual remains in office unless voted out by the General Assembly. 

Source: State Court Administrators; Review of state statute!! by NCSP staff; Brenda J. Bogan, "Merit Selection of 
Judges ••• How Is It Working?" (Chicago, Illinois: American Judicature Society, 1979), pp.45-93. 
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Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating commissions, 1980. 
Selection of commissioners and limitations on their eligibility for 
holding other offices. 

Method of selection Offices held by commission members 

State and c~urt title 

ALABAMA •••••••••.••••••••••• , 

ALASKA ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ARIZONA: 
All courts except Tucson 
Municipal Court ••••••••••• 

Municipal Court (Tucson) '" 

COLORADO: 
Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 

Distri~· Court ••••••••••••• 

County Court •••• , ..•.•.•••. 

DELAWARE ..................... 

FLORIDA: 
Supreme Court, District 
Court, and Circuit Court 

GF.ORGIA: 
Supreme Court, Court of Ap­
peals, and Superior Court • 

Municipal Court •••• , ••••••• 
Other courts ••••••••••••••• 

HAWAII •••••••••••.••••••••••• 

IDAHO: 
Supreme Court and District 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Lay members 

State senator and rep­
resentative from 
appropriate county 
elect 

Governor appoints, 
legislature confirms 

Governor appoints, sen­
ste confirms 

Minority and majority 
political party 
appoint 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints 

Mayor appoints 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints 3 
(not specified that 
they be/not be law­
yers); appointed com­
missioners appoint 3 
other commissioners 

Governor appoints 

Mayor appoints 
Governor appoints 

Governor appoints; Chief 
Justice appoints; 
Senate and Speaker of 
House appoint (Governor 
and Chief Justice may 
each appoint at most 
1 lawyer) 

Governor appoints with 
consent of the senate 

Lawyers 

Appropriate bar associ­
ation elects 

Bar officials appoint 

Bar officials nominate, 
Governor appOints, sen­
ate confirms 

County bar association 
appoints 

Majority vote of Governor, 
Attorney General and 
Chief Justice 

Majority vote of Governor 
Attorney General and 
Chief Justice 

Mayor appoints 

Limi ta tions on 
eligibility for 
judicial of fice 

During term 

None 

During term and 
1 year after 

During term and 
1 year after 

During term and 
3 years after 

During term and 
1 year after 

During term and 

Governor appoints 4, state Du:ring term and 
bar association elects 1; 2 years after 
all confirmed by senate 

Permitted to hold: 
Public Party 
officet officet 

No No 

No Yes 

No Yes 

No No 

No No 

No No 

Yes Yes 

No Yes 

Bar officials appoint During term and Yes 
2 years after 

Yes 

PreSident, President 
elect, and 2 immedi­
ate 'pas~ Presidento 
of state bar, and 
President of Young 
Lawyers Section ap­
point 

Bar officials a.ppoint 
Bar officials appoint 

Bar officials elect 

Bar officials appoint with 
consent of the senate 
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None 

None 
None 

During term and 
3 years after 

None 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 

Yes 

.\' 

Method of selection Offices held by commission members 

State and court title 

IDAHO (continued): 
Magistrates Division of the 
District Court •••••••••••• 

INDIANA: 
Appellate court6 and 

Superior Court •••••••••••• 

Municipal Court 

IOWA: 

Lay members 

Chairman of each Board 
of County Commission 
appoint 1 for each 
county in judicial 
district; Governor ap­
points 5, 3 of them 
being mayors of 
municipalities in the 
district 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints, mayor 
of largest city in 
county appoints 

Appellate courts ••.•••••••• Governor appOints, 

District Court ••••••••••••• 
Judicial Magistrate Court •• 

KANSAS: 
Appellate courts ••••••••••. 

District Court ••••••••••••• 

KENTUCKY: 

senate confirms 
Governor appoints 
County board of super­
visors appoints 

Governor appoints 

County commissioners 
appoint: 

Appellate courts ••••••••••• Governor appoints 

District Court ••••••••••••• Governor appoints 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••• Governor appoints 

MARYLAND: 
Appellate courts ••••••••••• 

Trial courts ••••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS ................ 
MISSOURI: 

Appellate courts ••••••••••• 
Circuit court •••••••••••••• 
Municipal court •••••••••••• 

HONTANA •••••••••••••••••••••• 

NEVADA: 
Supreme court •••••••••••••• 
District court ••••.•••••••• 

Governor appoints--one 
from each appellate 
judicial circuit 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints 
Governor appoints 
Mayor appoints 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints 
Governor appoints 

Lawyers 

Local bar association no­
minates and state bar 
officials appoint (non­
voting members) 

Resident lawyers elect 

Resident lawyers elect, 
Supreme Court appoints 

Limitations on 
eligibility for 
judicial office 

None 

During term and 
3 years after 
During term 

Bar members of appropriate During term 
district elect 

Bar members of state elect 
Local county bar elects 

All state bar members 
Polect chairman; lawyers 
from respective congres­
sional distrtcts elect 
others 

Lawyers from respective 
jucicial districts elect 

Bar association members 
elect 

Bar from respective dis­
tricts elect 

Bar from respective dis­
tricts elect 

Bar members from respec­
tive appellate judicial 
circuit elect 

Bar members elect 

Governor appoints 

Resident lawyers elect 
Resident lawyers elect 
Resident laywers elect 

Supreme Court appoints 

Bar officials appoint 
Bar officials appoint 
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During term 
During., term 

During term and 
6 months after 

During term 

None 

None 

None 

During term 

During term 

None 

None 
None 
None 

During term and 
1 year after 

None 
None 

Permitted to hold: 
Public Party 
officet officst 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
No 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes' 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 
No 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
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Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating commissions, 1980 (continued) 

Method of selection Offices held by commission members 

Limitations on 
eligibility for 
judicial office 

Permitted to hold: 

State and court title Lay members Lawyers 
Public Party 
officet officet 

NEBRASKA: 
Supreme Court, District 

Court, County Court, Juve­
nile Court, and Workman's 
Compensation Court •••••••• 

NEW YORK: 
Appellate courts ••••••••••• 

New York City courts ....... 

All other courts ••••••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA ••••••••••••••• 

Governor appoints 

Governor appoints 2, 
chief judge appoints 2 

Mayor appoints 

Governor and Chief Judge 
of Court of Appeals 
appoint 

Governor appoints 13, 
Senate appoints 2, 
House appoints 2 

Resident lawyers elect 

Governor appoints 2, 
chief judge appoints 2 

Presiding justice and 
deans of local law 
schools appoint 

Governor, Chief Judge of 
Court of Appeals, Presid­
ing Justice of Appellate 
Division of each depart­
ment, and joint committee 
of majority and minority 
leaders of Senate and As­
sembly appoint 

During term and 
2 years after 

During term and 
1 year after 

During term and 
1 year after 

During term and 
1 year after 

Chief justice appoints 13, During term and 
Senate appoints 1, House 6 months after 
appoints 1 

NORTH DAKOTA ••••••••••••••••• (Currently awaiting implementing legislation) 

OKLAHOMA ••••••••.••••••.••••• Governor appoints 

PENNSYLVANIA Governor appoints 

SOUTH DAKOTA Governor appoints 

TENNESSEE •••••••••••••••••••• Governor appoints 

UTAH: 
Supreme Court and District 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••• Governor appoints 

VERMONT...................... Governor appoints, leg­
islature appoints 

WISCONSIN .••••••••••••••••••• Governor appoints 

WYOMING •••••••••••••••••••••• Governor appoints 

Resident lawyers elect 

Governor appoints 

President of state bar ap­
points 

Bar members elect, Gover­
nor appoints 2 

Bar members elect 

Resident lawyers elect 

Governor apoints 

State bar members elect 

During term and 
5 years after 

During term 

None 

During term and 
4 years after 

During term and 
6 months after 

None 

None 

During term and 
1 year after 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ••••••••• Mayor appoints, District Bar officials appoint 
Council appoints 

During term and Certain 
2 years after public 

offices 

t Unless expressly prohibited, holding public or party office is assumed to be permitted. 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Source: State Court Administrators; Review of state statutes by NCSP stsff and staff of the American Judicature 
Sociaty; Brenda J. Bogan, "Merit Selection of Judges ••• How Is It Working?" (Chicago, Illinois: 
American Judicature Society, 1979). 
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Table 13: Membership of judicial nominating commissions, 1980. 
Numb~r ?f commission~ ~nd. commissioners, partisanship of 
~0f'!1r:nlsslon, term and limitations on terms, and requirement for 
Judicial representation on commission. 

Number of 
commis-

State and court title sions 

ALABAMA--All courts •••••••••••••• 2 
ALASKA--All courts ••••••••.•..••• 1 
ARIZONA: 2 

Municipal Court (Tucson) •.••••• 1 
COLORADO: 

Supreme Court ••••.••.•••••••••• 1 
District Court................. 22 
Count;r Court •••••••••••.••••••• 

DELAWARE--All courts ••••••••••••• 

FLORIDA: 
Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••. 1 
District Court •••••••••••••••.• 4 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••.••• 20 

GEORGIA: 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, 

and Superior C'l)urt ••••••••••. 2 

MuniCipal Court •••.•••••••••••• 
Other courts •••••••••••••• , •••• 

HAWAII--All courts ••••.•••••••••• 

IDAHO: 
Supreme Court and District 

Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Magistrates' Division of the 
District Court ••••••••••••••• 

INDIANA: 
Appellate courts .•••••.•••••••. 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court ••••••.••••••••• 

IOWA: 
Appellate courts •••••••••••••.• 
District Court ••••.•••••••••••• 
Judicial Magistrate Court •••••• 

KANSAS: 
Appellate courts ••••••••••••••. 

District Court •••••••••.••.•••. 

KENTUCKY: 
Appellate courts ••••••••••••••• 
District Court ............... .. 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 

MARYLAND: 
Appellate courts ••••••••••••••• 

Trial cou rts ••••••••••••••••••• 

1 
4 

1 
13 
99 

23 

1 
7 

56 

8 

Total 
commis­
sioners 

16 
7 

n 
9 

12 
176 

8 
9 

9 
36 

180 

20 

8 
10 

9 

35 

28 

11 

13 
143 
594 

11 

Varies, de­
pending on 
number of 
counties in 
district 

7 
49 

392 

13 

104 

Partisan­
ship of 

commissiont 

46 

P 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 

P 
P 
p 

P 

P 
P 
B 

B 

P 

P 
B 

B 

B 
B 
B 

B 

B 

B 
8 
B 

P 

P 

Term 
(years) 

6 
6 
4 
1 

6 
6 
4 
3 

4 
4 
4 

Concurrent 
with term 
of Gover­
nor 

4 
8 
6 

6--Supreme 
Court 

2 (a t torney 
members) 

6 (lay mem­
bers 

6 
4 

2 

6 
6 
6 

5 

4 

4 
4 
4 

Co-exten­
sive with 
Governor 

Co-exten­
sive with 
Governor 

Limi ta tions 
on terms 

Not consecutive 
None 
None 
None 

Not consecutive 
Not consecutive 

None 
No more than 2 

consecutive terms 

None 
None 
None 

None 

None 
None 

Not consecutive 

None 

None 

None 
No more than 2 

consecutive tel~S 
No rna re than 2 

consecutive terms 

Not consecutive 
Not consecuti.ve 
Not consecutive 

No more than 2 
consecutive terms 

None 

None 
NOllp 

None 

None 

None 

Judges 
required 
on commis­

sion? 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 

No 
No 
No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 
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State and court title 

MASSACHUSETTS--All courts 

MISSOURI: 
Appellate Courts •.••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••• 

HONTANA--All courts •••••••••••••• 
NEVADA: 

Supreme Court •••.•••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

NEBRASKA: 
Supreme Court •••••••.••.••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Workman's Compensation Court ••• 

NEW YORK: 
Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 
New York City courts ••••••••••• 

All other courts •••••••.••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA--AII courts ••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA--All courts ••••••••• 
OKLAHOMA--AII courts ••••••.•••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA: 

Appellate courts ••••••••••••••• 
Trial courts ••••••••••••••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••.•••••••••••••••.•• 
TENNESSEE •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

UTAH: 
Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••• 

VERNONT--All courts •••••••••••••• 

IHSCONSIN--All courts •••••••••••• 
WYOHING--All cou rts ••.••••••••••• 
DISTIRCT OF COLUMBIA--All courts • 

Number of 
commis­
sions 

1 
4 
1 
1 

21 

21 

5 
1 

Total 
commis­
sioners 

11 

7 
20 

5 
7 

7 
9 

63 

189 

189 

9 

9 

12 
27 

60 
34 

Partisan­
ship of 

commissiont 

B 

B 
B 
B 
N 

B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 
B 

B 
B 

Term of 
commission 

(years) 

3 

6 
6 
4 
4 

4 
4 

6 

Term ends 
upon ap­
pointment 

4 

6 

6 

4 
Co-extensive 
with mayor 

4 
1 

(Currently awaiting implementing legislation) 
1 13 B 6 

1 
7 

2 
1 

7 
11 

7 
11 

7 
49 
11 

9 
14 

7 

B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 

3 
3 
4 
6 

4 
4 
2 

6 (bar 
elected) 

1 
4 

(a) 

Limitations 
on terms 

No more than 2 
consecuti ve, terms 

Not consecutive 
Not consecutive 
Not consecutive 

Not more 
and not 

Not more 
and not 

Not more 
and not 

Not more 
and not 

Not more 
and not 

None 

None 
None 

than 2 terms 
consecutive 
than 2 terms 
consecutive 

than 2 terms 
consecutive 
than 2 terms 
consecutive 
than 2 terms 
consecutive 

None 
None 

None 
None 

Not consecutive 

None 
None 
None 

Not consecutive 

Not consecutive 
Not consecutive 

No more than 3 terms 
Not consecutive 

None 
Not consecutive 

None 

Judges 
required 
on commis­

sion 

No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
Yes 

No 
Yes 

No 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 

Yes 
Yes 
No 

No 
Yes 
Yes 

tIf the representation of each political party was restricted, or if the Commission was expressly declared to be 
nonpartisan, then the Commission was judged to be bipartisan. Otherwise, the Commission was judged to be 
partisan. 

Key: 
B Bipartisan 
P = Partisan 

aHembers appointed by President--5 years; members appointed by Board of Governors--l for 3 years and 1 for 6 years. 

Source: State Court AdminiGtrators; Review of state statutes by the NCSP staff and staff of the American Judicture 
Society; Burton N. Atkins, "Merit Selection of State Judges," Florida Bar Journal Volume 50, (April 1976), 
pages 205-207. 
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Tabfe 14: Judicial discipline, 1980. 

"" co 

Name of investigating body, how and when established, membership, 
term, adjudicating body, removing body, and legal basis. 

Year MembershiE 
Established estab- Jud- Law- Term 

State and investigating body by lished ges yers Lay Total (yea rs) Adjudicating body 

ALABAMA--Judicial Inquiry 
Commission ................. Constitution 1973 3 2 2 7 4 Court of the Judiciary 

ALASKA--Commission on Judicial 
Qualifications ............ Constitution 1968 5 2 2 9 4 Commission on Judicial Qualifications ARIZONA--Commission on Judicial 
Qualifica tions ............ Constitution 1970 5 2 

ARKANSAS--Judicial Ethics 
2 9 4 Commission on Judicial Quali fications 

Commi tteea ................ Statute 1977 
Judicial Qualifications 

5 4 Judicial Ethics Committee 

Committeea ................ Statute 1977 Supreme Court 

CALIFORNIA--Commission on 
Judicial Performance ...... Constitution 1960 5 2 

COLORADo--Commission on 
2 9 4 Commission on Judicial Performance 

Judicial Qualifications ... Constitution 1967 5 2 
CONNECTICUT--Judicial Review 

2 9 4 Commission on Judicial Qualifications 

Council ................... Statute 1977 5 3 3 11 6 Judicial Review Council 
DELA\~ARE--Cour t on the 

JudiciaryC .............. " Constitution 1969 0 4 2 6 3 Board of Examining Officers 

FLORIDA--Judicial Qualifica-
tions Commisf;ion .......... Constitution 1966 6 2 5 13 6 Judicial Qualifica tions Commission GEORGIA--Judicial Qualifica-
tions Commision ........... Constitution 1972 2 3 2 7 4 Judicial Qualifications Commission HAWAII--Commission on Judicial 
Discipline ................ Constitution 1978 0 3 LI 7 3 Commission on Judicial Discipline IDAHo--Judicial Council ....... Statute 1967 2 2 3 7 6 Judicial Council 

ILLINOIS--Judicial Inquiry 
Board ..................... Constitution 1971 2 3 4 9 4 Illinois Courts Commission 

INDIANA--Commission on Judicial 
Qualifications ............ Consti.tution 1970 3 3 7 6 Commission on Judicial Quali fications IOWA--Commission on judicial 
Quali fica t ions ............ Statute 1973 2 4 7 6 Commission on Judicial Quali fications KANSAS--Commission on Judicial 
Qualifica tions ............ Court Rule 1974 4 3 2 9 4 Commission on Judicial Qualifications KENTUCKY--Judicial Retirement 
and Removal Commission .... Constitution 1976 3 2 6 4 Judicial Retirement and Removal 

Commission 

.\, 

Legal 
Removing body basis 

Court of the Constitution 
Judiciary* 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Court Constitution 

General Assembly Constitution 

Supreme Court Statute 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Courtb Constitution 

Court on the Constitution 
Judiciary 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Court Constitution 
Supreme Court Statute 

Illinois Courts Constitution 
Commission 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Court Constitution 

Supreme Courtd Constitution 

Judicial Retire- Constitution 
ment and Re-
moval Commi s-
sion* 



LOUISIANA--Judiciary Commission Constitution 1968 
MAINE--Committee on Judicial 

Responsibility and 
Disability................ Court Rule 

HARYLAND--Commission on Judi-

1978 

cial Disabilities .•.•••••• Constitution 1966 

MASSACHUSETTS--Commission on 
1978 Judicial Conduct ••••••.••• Statute 

MICHIGAN--Judicial Tenure 
Commission................ Constitution 1968 

MINNESOTA--Board on JLdicial 
Standards ••.••••••••.••••• Statute 1971 

MISSISSIPPI--Commission on 
Judicial Performance...... Constitution 1979 

MISSOURI--Gommission on Retire­
ment, Removal and 
Discipline ••••••.••••••••• Constitution 1972 

MONTANA--Judicial Standards 
Commission ••.••••••••.•••• Statute 

NEBRASKA--Gommission on Judi-
cial Qualifications •••••.• Statute 

NEVADA--Commission on Judicial 
Discipline •••.•••••••••••• Statute 

NEW HAMPSHIRE--Commi ttee on 
Judicial Conduct •••.••.••• Court Rule 

NEW JERSEY--Advisory Committee 
on Judicial Conduct ••••••• Court Rule 

NEW MEXICO--Judicial Standards 

1972 

1966 

1976 

1977 

1974 

Commission •••.•••••••••••• Cons titu tion 1967 
NEW YORK--State Commission on 

Judicial Conductj ...••..•.. Constitution 1977 

NORTH CAROLINA--Judicial 
Standards Commission Statute 

NORTH DAKOTA--Commission on 
Judicial Qualifications ••• Statute 

OHIO--Board of Commissioners on 
Grievances and Disciplinek• Statute 

OKLAHOMA--Gouncil on Judicial 
Complaints l ....•..•...••...• Statute 

1973 

1975 

1965 

1974 

3 3 3 

2 2 3 

4 2 

3 3 3 

5 2 2 

3 2 4 

4 2 

2 2 2 

2 2 

7 2 2 

2 2 3 

3 2 2 

2 2 5 

4 5 2 

3 2 2 

2 4 

o 17 o 

o 2 

.'\, 

9 4 

7 6 

7 4 

9 3 

9 3 

9 II 

7 6 

6 6 

5 4 

11 4 

7 4 

7 4 

9 2 

9 4 

11 4 

7 6 

7 3 

17 3 

3 5 

Judiciary Commission Supreme Court 

Committee on Judicial Responsibility (e) 
and Disability 

Constitution 

Commission on Judicial Disabilities Court of Appeals CC'nstitution 

Commission on Judicial Conduct 

Judicial Tenure Commission 

Board on Judicial Standards 

Commission on Judicial Performanceg 

Commission on Retirement, Removal 
and Discipline 

Judicial Standards Commission 

Supreme Court 

Supreme Court 

Su preme Cou r t 

Supreme Court 

Supreme Court 

Comnnssion on Judicial Qualifications Supreme Court 

Commission on Judicial Discipline 

Committee on Judicial Conduct 

Supreme Court 

Judicial Standards Commission 

Commission on 
Judicial 
Discipline* 

(h) 

Supreme Court 

Supreme Court 

State Commission on Judicial Conduct* State Commis­
sion on Judi­
cial Conduct* 

Judicial Standards Commission Supreme Court 

Commission on Judicial Quali fications Supreme Court 

Commission of Judges Comnnssion of 
Judges* 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Trial Division, Court on the 
Judiciary 

Appellate Divi- Constitution 
sion, Court on 
the Judiciary 



Table 14: judicial discipline, 1980 (continued) 

State and investigating body 

OREGON--Commission on Judicial 

Established 
by 

Year Membership 
estab- Jud- Law- Term 
lished ges yers Lay Total (years) Adjudicating body Removing body 

Fitness ••••••••••••••••••• Statute 1967 3 3 3 9 4 Commission on Judicial Fitness Supreme Court 
PENNSYLVANIA--Judicial Inquiry 

and Review Board •••••••••• Constitution 1968 
RHODE ISLAND--Commission on 

Judicial Tenure and 
Discipline •••••••••••••••• Statute 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Board of Com­
missioners on Judicial 
Standards ••••••••••••••••• Court Rule 

SOUTH DAKOTA--Commission on 
Judicial Qualifications Statute 

TENNESSEE--Court of the 
Judiciary •.••••.•••.••..•• Statute 

TEXAS--State Commission on 

1974 

1976 

1972 

1979 

~ Judicial Conduct •• : ••••••• Constitution 1965 
o UTAH--Commission on JudJ.cial 

5 2 

4 3 

6 2 

2 3 

6 3 

5 2 

2 9 2,3,&4 Judicial Inquiry and Review Board Supreme Court 

7m 13 3 

o 8 6 

2 7 4 

2 11 4 

4 11 6 

Commission on Judicial Tenure and 
Discipline 

Board of Commissioners on Judicial 
Standards 

Supreme Courtn 

Supreme Court 

Commission on Judicial Qualifications Supreme Court 

Court on the Judiciary General 
Assemblyo 

State Commission on Judicial Conduct Supreme Court 

Qualifications............ Statute 1968 (See footnote p) 7 Commission on Judicial Qualifications Supreme Court 

VERMONT--Judicial Responsibil-
ity Board ............... .. 

VIRGINIA--Judicial Inquiry and 
Review Commission ••••••••• 

WASHINGTON 
WEST VIRGINIA--Judicial Inquiry 

Court Rule 

Statute 

(There is 

1978 o 3 2 5 5 Judicial Responsibility Board 

1971 2 2 5 4 Judicial Review and Inquiry 
Commission 

no provision for a disciplinary commission in this state.) 

(q) 

Supreme Court 

Commission •••••••••••••••• Court Rule 1976 3 2 2 7 4 Judicial Review Board (r) 

WISCONSIN--Judicial Commission 

WYOHING--Judicial Supervisory 
Commission ••••••••.••••••• 

AMERICAN SA!10A •••••••.•••.•••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUHBIA--Commis­

sion on Judicial Disabil-

Court Rule 1978 2 2 

Constitution 1973 2 2 
(Information not available) 

ities and Tenure •••••••••• Statute 1970 2 

GUAH •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO •••••••••••••••.••. 
VIRGIN ISLANDS •••••••••••••••• 

(Infonnation not available) 
(See footnote t) 
(Information not available) 

5 9 3 

3 7 4 

2 6 

.), 

Judicial Conduct and Disability Panel Supreme Court 
or Jury 

Judicia I Su pervi sory Comm! ssion 

Commif>sion on Judicial Disabilities 
and Tenure 

Supereme Court 

Commission on 
.judicial 
Di sabilit ies 
and Tenure* 

Legal 
basis 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Statute 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Statute 

Cons titution 

Constitution 

Cons titu tion 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Statute 



*With appeal to the court of last resort. 

aThe authority of the Arkansas Judicial Qualifications Committee extends only to judges of courts of limited jurisdiction. The Judicial Ethics 
Committee was created to investigate violations of law and other matters of all members of the judiciary and to report its recommendation to 
the General Assembly. Supreme Court justices, circuit judges, and chancellors can be removed only by impeachment or address. 

bIn Connecticut, elected judges (probate judges and justices of the peace) are excluded. 
cIn Delaware, a preliminary investigatory committee of three Bar members, appointed by the chief ~stir.e for three-year terms, investigates 

complaints and determines probable cause. 
dJustices of the Kansas Supreme Court can be retired by the Supreme Court NOminating Committee upon certification to the Governor, but can be 

removed only by impeachment. 
eThe order establishing the Haine Committee on Judicial Responsibility and Disability states that the Committee shall file any recommendation for 

formal disciplinary action with the Supreme Judicial Court, and that, "Any further proceedings shall be before the Court." 
fThe disciplinary authority of the Hassachusetts Commission on Judicial Conduct is to recommend an appropriate disposition of the matter and to 

forward its recommendation to the Supreme Judicial Court for its consideration and further action, if any. 
gWhen a Hississippi Supreme Court justice is investigated, the recommendation for disposition is determined by a panel of seven Circuit Court and 

Chancery Court judges, selected by lot. 
hNew Hampshire Supreme Court Rule 28, section X, states: "The Supreme Court shall file a written opinion and judgment directing such disciplinary 

action as it finds just and proper • •• " 
iThe rule for selecting members of the New Jersey Advisory Committee on Judicial Conduct reads "at least 2 judges", "not more than 3 attorneys", and 

"not more than 4 public members". It would be possible for all 9 members to be judges. 
jThe New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct has the authority to impose disciplinary sanctions, including removal, subject to review by the 

Court of Appeals. 
kThe Ohio Board of Commissioners investigates only those complaints submitted by a local state bar ethics committee signed and sworn by one or more 

members of the Ohio bar. 
IThe Oklahoma Council on Judicial Complaints receives and investigates complaints; in practice the Council has forwarded its findj.ngs to the Chief 

Justice who files the petition with the Court on the Judiciary. The jurisdiction of the Trial Division of the court may be invoked by a petition, 
filed either by the Supreme Court or the Chief Justice; by the Governor; by the Attorney General; or by the Executive Secretary of the Oklahoma Bar 
Association when directed to do so by a vote of a majority of all members of its Executive Council; or by Resolution of the House of Delegates or 
House of Representatives. 

·nof the 7 members of the Rhode Island Commission on Judicial Tenure and Discipline, 3 must be legislators, who serve for 2 years. 
nIn Rhode Island, the removal authority of the Supreme Court does not extend to Supreme Court justices. The Supreme Court is empowered to recommend 

the removal of a Supreme Court justice to the legislature which can initiate impeachment proceedings. 
oIn Tennessee, trial is conducted before the Court of the Judiciary. The accused has the right of appeal to the Supreme Court. If the Supreme Court 

affirms the judgment and the penalty is removal from office, the judgment is further reviewed by the General Assembly where a two-thirds vote of each 
house is required for removal. 

PIn Utah, two representatives and 2 senators serve for 2 years, and 3 bar commissioners serve for 4 years. 
qThe Vermont Supreme Court may order disciplinary sanctions including suspension for the remainder of a judge's term. 
rIn West Virginia a justice or judge may be removed only by impeachment. 
sTwo members of the District of Columbia Commission on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure are unspecified and serve 5 year terms. 
tPuerto Rico has judicial disciplinary procedures within their Supreme Court, but no disciplinary commission. 

Sources: Irene A. Tesitor, Judicial Conduct Organizations, American Judicature Society 1978, Table 1; state descriptions. 



Table 15: judicial compensation commissions, 1980. 
Name of commission, date of enabling legislation, number, 
appointment, and compensation of members. 

State 
Name of 

commi ssion 

ALABAMA ••••• Judicial Compensa­
tion Commission 

ALASKA •••••• Alaska Salary 
Commission 

ARIZONA ••••• Commission on 
Salaries for Elec­
t ive Of ficials 

COLORADO •••• Colorado State 
Officials' Compen­
sation Commission 

CONNECTICUT • Compensation Commis­
sion for Elected 
State Officers and 
Judges 

FLORIDA ••••• State Officers' 
Compensation 
Commission 

GEORGIA ••••• State Commission 
on Comper-sation 

ILLINOIS •••• Commission on Corn­
pensation of State 
and Local Govern­
mental Officials 

IOHA •••••••• Commission on Com­
pensation Expenses 
and Salaries for 
Elected State 
Officials 

KENTUCKy •••• Public Officials 
Gompensation 
Commission 

LOUISIANA ••• Compensation Review 
Commission 

Da te of Number 
enabling of 

legislation members 

1975 5 

1976 5 

1975 

1975 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1967 

1972 

1976 

1975 
(amended 

1977) 

5 

9 

11 

9 

12 

5 

15 

5 

19 

Appoin tmen t 
of members 

1 by Governor 
1 by President of Senate 
1 by Speaker of the House 
2 by Alabama. Bar 

5 by Governor 

2 by Governor 
1 by President of Senate 
1 by Speaker of the House 

by Chief Justice 

3 by Governor 
2 by President of Senate 
2 by Speaker of the House 
2 by Chief Justice 

3 by Governor 
2 by President of Senate 
2 by Speaker of the Houpe 
4, 2 by each minority 

leader of legislature 

2 by Governor 
2 by President of Senate 
2 by Speake r of the House 
2 by Chief Justice 

by other t:<~mmission 
members 

4 by Governor 
2 by Lt. Governor 
2 by Speaker of the House 
4 by Supreme Court 

5 by Governor, with 
advice and consent 
of Senate 

5 by Governor 
5 by Speaker of the House 
5 by President of Senate 

Compensation 
Reimbursement 

Per diem of expenses 

N/A Actual 
expenses 

(a) Travel 

Il/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

$25/day 

$50/day to 
a maximu;;, 
of 100 days 
per year 

N/A 

expensesa 

Travel and 
subsistence 
expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Necessary 
expenses 

Travel 
expenses 

Expenses and 
allCMances 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

1 by Governor $50/day Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

1 by Lt. Governor 
1 by Speaker of the House 
1 by President of Senate 

by Chief Justice 

5 by Governor (b) 
5 from the House of 

Representatives by 
Presiding Officer 

5 from Senate by Presid­
ing Officer 
by Chief Justice 
by Chairman of Confer­
ence of Court of 
Appeals Judges 
by Louisiana District 
Judges' Association 
by Louisiana City 
Judges' Association 

52 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

,\, 

State 
Name of 

commission 

MICHIGAN •••• State Officers' 
Compensation 
Commission 

MONTANA ••••• Montana Salary 
Commission 

NEH YORK •••• Commission on 
Legislative and 
Judicial Salaries 

OHIO •••••••• Elected Official 
and Judicial 
Compensation Review 
Commission 

PENNSYLVANIA. Commonwealth 
Compensation 
Commi ssion 

SOUTH DAKOTA. Commission on 
Sa la ries for 
Elective State 
Officials 

UTAH •••••••• Executive Compensa­
tion Commission 

VERMONT Compensation 
Advisory Boa rd 

MICHIGAN •••• State Officers' 
Compensation 

IVASHINGTON .. State Committee on 
Salaries 

N/A = Not applicable. 

Date of Number 
enabling of 

legislation members 

1968 
(amended 
1977) 

1973 
(amended 
1974 and 
1975) 

1972 

1972 
(amended 
1973 and 
1977) 

1971 

1971 
(amended 

1973) 

1969 
(amended 
1971 and 
1977) 

1971 
(redesig­
nated in 
1977) 

1968 
(amended) 

1965 
(amended 
1967 and 
1970) 

7 

8 

9 

9 

3 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

Appointment 
of members 

7 by Governor 

Compensation 

Per diem 

N/A 

Reimbursement 
of expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

2 by Governor $25/day Travel 
expenses 2 by Supreme Court 

1 by Senate Majority 
Leader 
by Senate Minority 
Leader 
by Speaker of the House 
by the House Minority 
Leader 

9 by Governor, with 
advice and consent 
of SenateC 

9 by Governor with 
advice and consent 
of Senate 

by Governor 
by President of Senate 
by Speaker of the House 

2 by Governor 
1 by President of Senate 
1 by Speaker of the !louse 
1 by Chief Justice 

by Governor 
by President of Senate 

1 by Speaker of the House 
2 by other commission 

members 

1 by Governor 
1 by President of Senate 
1 by Speaker of the House 
2 by other commission 

members 

7 by Governor 

President, Puget Sound 
University 

President, Hashington 
State University 

Chairman, State Personnel 
Board 

PreSident, Associ6tlQn of 
Hashington Business 

President, Pacific North­
west Personnel Managers 
Association 

PreSident, Hashington 
State Bar Association 

President, lIashington 
State Labor Council 

$100/day 
(to a maxi­
mum of 
$7,500 per 
member) 

N/A 

$50/day 

N/A 

$25/day 

$25/day 

"!/A 

N/A 

.' 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Costs and 
expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Necessary 
expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Actual and 
necessary 
expenses 

Travel 
expenses 

aper diem is authorized by law for boards and commissions. 
bPer diem for attendance of commission meetings is the same as per diem for attendance of legislative sessions. 
cSix of the appointments are made according to recommendations made by: President of the Senate--2; Speaker of the 

Assembly--2; and Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals--2. 

Source: State Court Administrators; Marilyn HcCoy Roberts, Judicial Compensation Commissions (Willi.amsburg, 
Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1979), Tables 1, 2, and 3. 



Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial court.s, 1980. 
Level and name of court, geographic jurisdiction, number of districts, 
number of judges, civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and appellate 
jurisdiction. 

State, court level, and court name 

ALABAMA: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ALASKA: 
General--Superior Court 
Limited--District Court 

ARIZONA: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--Justice of the Peace Court .......................... . 

City Magistrate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ARKANSAS: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Limi ted--Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Police Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
C1 ty Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CALIFORNIA: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

COLORADO: 
General--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--Denver Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Denver Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Denver Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CONNECTICUT: 
General--Superior Court ... , ..•...............•......••...•.... 
Limited--Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DELAWARE: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cou-:t of Chancery •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of Wilmington •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alderman's Courtb ................................... . 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

State, court level, and court name 

FLORIDA: 
General--Circuit Court ••••..••••••..•••...•.•..•....•... E ••••• 

Limi ted--Coun ty Cour t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

GEORGIA: 
General--Superior Court 
Limited--Probate Courtb 

HAWAII: 

Juvenile Court •••••••••...•••••••••.•••.•.••.•••••••. 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State Court ..••.. " ................................... . 
Small Claims Courtb •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court (located in Savanah and Columbus) •••• 
Magistrate Court •••••..• , .....•..•...•.... " ..•.....•. 
County Court •.•..•.•...•..••.•........••.••.••..•.•.. 
Civil Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal Court, Municipal Court (other locations), 
Recorder's court~ Mayor's Court, City Council Court, 
and Police Court •...•.............•.•.............. 

General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Land Court ..•.••..••.••••....•.•..•.•.•.....••.....•. 
Tax Appeal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Limited--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IDAHO: 
General--District Court ... " ................................... . 

ILLINOIS: 
General--Circuit Court •••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

INDIANA: 
General--Circuit Court •••....••••••.•..•.•..•...............•• 

Superior Courtac .••••.••.••..••..•••..•.••••....•••.. 
Limited--County Court ••.. , •••..••••••.••.••••.•..••....•••..•• 

Probate Court •.•••••..•••••••••.•..•.••.•••••...••.•. 

IOWA: 

Municipal Court of Harion County •.••••.••.•••.••••••• 
Small Claims Court of Marion County •.•••••••••••••••• 
Ci ty Court •••.•.•..•.••••••••.•..••••.•.••.•.•.••••.• 
Town Court .••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•.•••••.•• 

General--Dis trict Court .•••..•.•••...••••..•.••••.••...•••...• 

KANSAS: 
General--District Court ••••••••••••••.•.••.•••..•....••.•..••. 
Limited--Hunicipal Court ...................................... . 

KENTUCKY: 
General--Circuit Court •.••••.••....•.•...........••....••.••.• 
Limited--District Court .•..••••.•••..••.••....•..••....••....• 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

State, court level, and court name 

LOUISIANA: 
General--District Court •••.•••••••••••••••.••••.••.•••.••••••• 
Limited--Juvenile Court •••••••.••..•••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Family Court ••••••••••••••.••.••.••••••••.• '.' •••••••• 
City Court ••••••••••.••••••.••••..•.•••.•••••••••.••. 
Parish Court •••••••••••••••••••••.•..••.••••••••••••• 

MAINE: 

Municipal Court of New Orleans •.••.••.••••.•••••••••• 
Traffic Court of New Orleans ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••.•••.••.••••••••• 
Mayor's Court •••••••.• , •••••••••.••.••••••••••.•••••• 

General--Superior Court •••••.••••.••••••.••••.•.••.••••••.•••. 
Limited--District Court •••••••.•••••.••..••••••••••••••••••.•• 

Proba te Court ••••••••.••••.••••.••••••••.•••••••••••• 
Adminis tra ti ve Court ..••••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••.• 

MARYLAND: 
General--Circuit Court ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••. 
Limited--District Court ••••••••.••.••••••••••.•••.•••.•••••••• 

Orphans' Court ••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS: 
General--Trial Court of the Commonwealth: 

MICHIGAN: 

Superior Court Department ••••••.•••••••••••.••••••• 
Housing Court Department .••••••.••••••••.••••••••.• 
Land Court Department .•••...•..••.....•.••..••.•... 
Probate and Family Court Department •••••••••••••••• 
Boston Municipal Court Department ••.••.••.•••••.••• 
Juvenile Court Department •••••••.•••.•.••.•• , •••••• 
District Court Department •••••••••••..••••••••••••• 

General--Circuit Court •. , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Gourt of Detroit •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Limited--District Court •••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••• 

Probate Court ...........•...........•..•...•...•..... 
Municipal Court ...................................... . 
Common Pleas Court of Detroit •••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

MINNESOTA: 
General--District Courtb •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Limited--Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conciliation Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

State, court level, and court name 

MISSISSIPPI: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court b ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MISSOURI: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MONTANA: 

General--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NEBRASKA: 

Ci ty Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Water Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General--Dis t rict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Separate Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Workmen's Compensation Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NEVADA: 
General--District Court ........ I., ... , ..... " .. iii •••••• " ••••••• i. 

Limi ted--Jus tices' Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NEIJ HAMPSHIRE: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NEW JERSEY: 

General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--County District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court •••••••••••••••• 

NEW MEXICO: 

Surrogate's Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--Magis trate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal c.ourt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Metropolitan Court of Bernalillo Count yay •••••••••••• 
Small Claims Court of Albuquerqueay •••••••••••••••••• 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

State, court level, and court name 

NEW YORK: 
General--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--Surrogate' s Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ci vil Court of the City of New York ................ .. 
Criminal Court of the City of New York ••••••••••••••• 
District Cuurt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Ci ty Courtb •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Town Justice Court and Village Justice Court ••••••••• 

NORTH CAROLe .. A: 
General--Superior Court 
Limited--District Court 

:; uRTH DAKOTA: 
General--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OHIO: 

County Court with Increased Jurisdiction ••••.•••••••• 
Coun ty Ju stice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Huni cipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General--Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Limited--Hunicipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Coun ty Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nayor's Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

OKLAHOMA: 
General--Dis t rict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited-~lunicipal Criminal Court of Record ••••••••••••••••••• 

Nunicipal Court Not of Record •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Workers' Compensation Court ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
Court of Tax Review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Bank. Review ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OREGON: 
General--Circuit COllrt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tax Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--District Court b ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice Court , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court b •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

P ENNSYLVAN IA: 
General--Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--District Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Communi ty Court bl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Philadelphia Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Philadelphia Traffic Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pi ttsburgh Magistrates Court ........................ . 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

State, court level, and court name 

RHODE ISLAND: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Li.mited--Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrate t s Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
H~nicipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TENNESSEE: 
General--Ci rcuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
La\/ and Equi ty Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Limi ted--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
General Sessions Court b •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Proba te Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trial Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TEXAS: 
General--District Courtb •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--County Court: 

UTAH: 

County Court Constitutional ••..•••.•..•..••.•.•••••• 
County Court at Lawb •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

General--Dis t rict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--Gircuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

VERHONT: 

Justj,ce Court""""""" •• """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
Juvenile Court """""""""""""""""."""""""""""",,.,,"""""" 

General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate Court"""""""""""""""""" .. "" .. """,,.,,""",,.,,"""""" 

VIRGINIA: 

General--Circuit Court"""",,""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
Limited--General District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

State, court level, and court name 

WASHINGTON: 
General--Superior Court ...................•..........••. , ....• 
Limited--Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dis t rict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hunicipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

WEST VIRGINIA: 
General--Circuit C('l,rt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--tlagistrate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

WISCONSIN: 
General--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--tlunicipal Justice Court ............................ .. 

WYOMING: 
General--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limited--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munic.;)al Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

AMERICAN SAMOA: 
General--High Court of American Samoa ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Limi ted--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Village Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DISTRICT OF COLlJ/olBlA: 
General--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ',. 

--------------------------------------------------GUAM: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PUERTO RICO: 
General--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
T.imited--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGIN ISLANDS: 
Limited--Territorial Court of the Virgin Islands •••••••••••••• 

eJudgea in this court serve part-time. 
bJurisdiction tn this court varies from location to locetion. 

Geographic bounds 
of court 

Multi-county 
Columbia County 
Part or all of a county 
Municipali ty 

Multi-county 
County 
MuniciPEl.lity 

Multi-county 
Municipality 

Multi-county 
County 
County 
MuniCipality 

Territory 
Territory 
Village 

District 

Territory 

Court district 
~lunic:ipality 

Hunici pali ty 

Judicial division 

eThere a.re 23 judges and 46 magistrates that serve the Alaska District Court. 
dChancellors (judges of the Chancery Court) also serve the Probate Court in Arkansas. 

28 
1 

73 
225 

31 
55 
54 

69 
216 

9 
2 

38 
74 

1 
1 

12 
38 

(by) 

2 

118 
2 

94 bu 

206bv 

60 
150 
54 

190 
216 

7bw 

1 
(bx) 

44 

5 

92 
99 
60 

5 

eFoul' of the judges of the Arkansas Municipal Court serve as full-time judges; the remaining 94 serve part-time. 
fCounty judges serve the Arkansas Count of Common Pleas. 
gThe maximum $-amount of civil jurisdiction of the Arkansas Court of Common Pleas varies from $500 to $1,500. 
hThe Colorado Municipal Court is served by 15 full-time and 225 part-time judg~~. 
iHhen hearing juvenile cases, the Commecticu t Su perior Court is di vidad into 15 dist ricts. 
jThe Delaware Count of Chancery is served by 1 chancellor and 2 vice chancellors. 
kJudges serving the Delaware Justice of the Peace Court consiat of 53 justices of the peace and 1 chief magistrate. 

66 

OJ .... 
'" .... 
"' w 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

II) 

I:: 
0 

.,..( .... 
'" r< 
OJ 
~ 

tJ .... .... 
"' OJ e 
0 

A 

:. 

'" ...:l 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

Civil 

r< 
.,..( 
:-.... 
tJ 

... 
OJ 
.r: .... 
0 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

$ 

.... 
I:: 
::l 
0 
e I:: 

'" 0 
I 'M 

<'r .... 
tJ 

S 'M 
::l"O 
S II) 

'.-1 'M 
I:: ... 

'M ::l 
:z:: 'r-, 

$ 3,000 

$ 100 

500 

X $ 3,000 
X 

X 

X 

X $10,000 
X 
X 

X 

Substantive jurisdiction 

., 
I:: 
::l 
0 
e I:: 

F .~ 
U> .... 

tJ 
S .... 
::l"O 
S II) 

',-1 'M 
X ~ 

'" ::l ;r: . ..., 

$ l,ooobt 
$ 3,000 

$ 1,500 

$ 7,000 
$ 4,000 

$ 3,000 

$10,000 

$50,000 

Criminal 

;0-
C 
0 

...; 
OJ 
~ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

~ 
0 
I:: 

'" OJ 
S 
OJ 

"0 

"' .r< 
;r: 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 

x 
X 

x 

Traffic 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

r< 
.,..( 

:-Juvenile 'M 
u 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

x 

x 

x X 

x 

Appellate 

r< 

'" I:: 
'g 
'M 
~ 
u 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

OJ 
:-

.,..( ., 
'" ... .... 
II) 

.,..( 

C 

El 
"0 
<: 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

iJ' 
c 
OJ 
00 

'" 

lThe Delaware Justice of the Peace Court in Hilmington has no criminal jurisdiction. 
mIn counties with no State Court or County Court, the Georgia Probate Court hears violations 

of the Georgia State Highway Patrol Act of 1937, truancy, and fish dnd game violations. 
nFive State Courts hear juvenile cases in counties with no separate Juvenile Court in Georpia. 
°The $-amount of civil jurisdiction of the Georgia Justir,e of the Peace Court varies up to 

$2,000 in some locations. 
PThe Georgia Justice of the Peace Court has an internal appeal merhanism as an alternative to 

appeal to the Superior Court. The appeal is made to a jury composed of the justice of the 
peace snd five other jurorsqThe $-amount of civil jurisdirtion of the Georgia Small Claims 
Court varies up to $5,000. 

rThe maximum $-amount of civil jurisdiction of the Georgia Hunicipal Court in Savannah is 
$1,500; it is $5,000 in Columbus. 

sThe $-amount of ciVil jurisdiction of the Georgia Hagistrate Court varies up to $2,000 in 
Rockdale and Clsrke Counties. 
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Table 16: Jurisdiction of trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

tOne probate judge serves as judge of the Georgia County Court in addition to the two county 
judges that serve it. 

uThe maximum $-amount of civil jurisdiction of the Georgia County Court varies up to $500 in 
Echols Countv. 

vThl' $-amount ·of civil jurisdiction of the Georgia Civil Court varies up to $10,000 (in Richmond 
County). 

""The number of judges serving these courts in Georgia is not available. 
xThe Hawaii Circuit Court is served by 20 regular judges and 5 judges in the Family Court Division. 
YThe 111n;aii Land Court and Tax Appeal Court are each served by one judge from the First Judicial 

Circuit Court. 
zThe Idaho District Court is served by 30 judges and 70 magistrates (in the Magistrate's 

Division). 
aaThe Illinois Ci rcuit Court is served by 383 circuit and 294 associate judges. 
abThe Indiana Circuit Court has appellate jurisdiction in small claims over the Small Claims Court 

of ~!i1. rion County. 
aCJurisdiction of the Indiana Superio· Court varies from location to location. 
adThe maximum civil jurisdiction of the Indiana Ci ty Court varies f."om $500 to 1,500. 
aeThere dre 92 full-time and 3 part-time judges, 13 district associete judges, 17 regular and 9 

subs titute full-time magistrates, and 166 part-time magistrates serving the three divisions of 
the District Court of Iowa. 

afThere dre 70 district, 67 associate district, and 74 district magistrate judges serving the 
Kansas District Court. 

agThere are 1 full-time dnd 355 part-time judges serving the Kansas Municpal Court. 
ahThere are 11 full-time and 49 part-time judges serving in the Louisiana City Court. 
aiJudges nf the Lousiana Mayor's Court are either the mayor of th!' municipality or a 

legislatively authorized magistrate. 
ajThe ~laine Administrative Court is served by 1 judge and 1 associate judge. 
akTh!' :-laryland District Court has juvenile jurisdiction in Hontgomery County only. 
alThe Circuit Court in Hayne County, Michigan has a minimum $-amount for civil jurisdiction of 

$5,000. 
amHearing officers serve the Minnesota Conciliation Court in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. 

Elsewhere county judges serve this court. 
anThe Mississippi County Court is served by 13 full-time dnd 7 part-time judges. 
aOThe geographic boundaries of the Mississippi Nunicipal Court varies depending on the type of 

case. These courts have municipality-wide jurisdiction over municipal ordinance violations but 
county-wide limited jurisdiction over state criminal law violations. 

aPThe number of ~unicipal Courts in Mississippi is not available. 
aqThe Nissouri Circuit Court is servLd by 131 judges and 169 associate judges. 
ar:-lany of the Montana Ci ty Court judges also function as justices of the peace. 
aSThe Nontana Hater Court is served by 4 District Court judges. 
atNine justices of rhe Nevada Justices' Court also serve as Municipal Court judges. 
aUThe Hew Hampshire District Court is served by 9 full-time and 75 special or part-time judges. 
aVThe ~ew Hampshire Municipal Court is served by 15 pare-eime and 5 special judges. 
aWThe New Jersey Municipal Court is served by 2 full-time and 75 special or part-time judges. 
aXThere are 11 full-time and 61 part-time judges serving the New Mexico Magistrate Court. 
alThe Hetropolitan Court of Bernalillo County, :;cw Mexico, is to be established on July 1, 1980. 

The Small Claims Court of Albuquerque will be abolished at that time. 
aZThe New York Supreme Court hears civil cases above the $-amount jurisdiction of other courts, 

varying from location to location from over $6,000 to over $10,000. 
baThe New York Family Court and Surrogate's Court are served by 37 county i1tdges in addition to 

their regular. judges. 
bbThe maximum $-amount of civil jurisdiction in the New York County Court varies from $6,000 to 

$10,000 
bCThe City Court of the state of New York is served by 101 full-time and 61 part-time judges. 
bdThe maximum $-amount of civil jurisdiction of the City Court of the state of New York is set by 

the legislation creating each individual court and varies from location to location. 
beThe NeW York Court of Claims is served by 17 judges and 26 special judges for dangerous drug 

control. 
bfTne Ohio Court of Claims is served by judges and justices on temporary assignment from the 

appellate or general jurisdiction courts. 
bgThere are 71 district, 77 associate district, and 50 special judges serving the Oklahoma 

District Court. 
bhThe Oklahoma Municipal Criminal Court of Record is served by 6 full-time and 13 part-time 

judges. 
biThe Oklahoma :-lunicipal Court Not of Record is served by 1 full-time and 533 part-time judges. 
bjThe Oklahoma Horker's Compensation Court is served by seven district judges. 
bkThe Oklahoma Court of Tax Review and Court of Bank Review are served by three district judges 

each. 
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blNo Community Court has yet been established in Pennsylvania. 
bmThe South Dakota Circuit Court is served by 36 judges, 7 full-time and 11 part-time lawyer 

magistrates, and 22 lay magistrates. 
bnThe $-amount lunimum jurisdiction of the Tennessee Circuit Court varies up to $3,000 in some 

larger counties. 

bOThe only Law and Equity Court in Tennessee with appellate jurisdiction is the one located in 
b Gibson County that hears civil appeals from the General Sessions Court. 

PThe Tennessee Probate Court is served by 1 county and 5 general sessions judges in addition to 
the 2 probate judges that serve it. 

bq~he Tennessee Juvenile Court is served by 7 general sessions and 2 county judges and 1 trial 
Justice in addition to the 6 juvenile judges that serve it. 

b~There are 10 judges and 28 assistant judges serving the Vermont Superior Court. 
hSThere a~e 83 full-time and 15 pare-time judges serving the Virginia General District Court. 
btThe max~mu\ll $-amount varies from $500 to $1,000 in different locations of the Hashington 

Justice of the Peace Court. 
~~The Has~ing~on District Court is served by 63 full-time ane' 31 part-time judges. 

Of the ~06 Judges serving the Hashington Nunicipal Court, ~4 also serve in the District Court. 
bWThe trial division of the High Court of American Samoa is authorized to be served by 2 ~stices 

and "not less than" 5 judges. 
bXThe American Samoa Village Court is served by associate justices of the High Court of American 

Samoa. 
bYThe number of locations of the Puerto Rico Municipal Court is not available. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 
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Table 17: Jurisdiction over appeals in trial courts, 1980. 
Name of general jurisdiction court, type of appeal, and court of origin. 

Type of appeal and court of origin 
State and name of general 

jurisdiction court De novo 

ALABAMA--Circuit Court •••••••• District Court 
Probate Court 
Nunicipal Court 

ALASKA--Superior Court •••••••• 

ARIZONA--Superior Court ••••••• 

ARKANSAS--Circuit Court ••••••• 

CALIFORNIA--Superior Court •••• 

District Court 

Justice Court 
Police C:ollrt 

Hunicipal Court 
County Court 
Court of Common 
Justice of the 
Police Court 
City Court 

Municipal Court 
Justice Court 

Pleas 
Peace Court 

COLORADO--District Court •••••• County Court 

CONNECTICUT--Superior Court ••• Probate Court 

DELAHARE--Superior Court ••••.• Justice of the Peace Court 
Family Court 
Hunicipal Court of Hilmington 
Alderman's Court 

FLORIDA--Circuit Court •••••••• County Court 

GEORGIA--Superior Court ••••••• Probate Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 
Small Claims Court 
Municipal Court 
Magistrate's Court 
County Court 
Civil Court 
Recorder's Court 
Mayer's Court 
City Court 
Criminal Court 
Police Court 

IDAHO--District Court .••••.••• Magistrates Division of 
District Court 

INDIANA--Circuit Court •••••.•• Small Claims Court of Harion County 
City Court 
Town Court 

Superior Court •••••••.•••••• Small Claims Court of Marion County 
City Court 
Town Court 

KANSAS--District Court •••••••• Municipal Court 

On record 

District Court 

Municipal Court 
Justice Court 

County Court 

County Court 

---------------------------------------------
KENTUCKY--Circuit Court ••••••• 

LOUISIANA--District Court ••••• Traffic Court of New Orleans 
Justice of the Peace Court 
Hayor's Court 

MAINE--Superior Court ••••••••• District Court (criminal appeals) 

MARYLAND--Circuit Court ••••••• District Court 
Orphan's Court 
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District Court 

Hunicipal Court of New Orleans 
City Courts 

Probate Court 
District Court (non-criminal 

appeals) 

District Court 

.), 

State and name of general 
jurisdiction court 

Type of appeal and court of origin 

MICHIGAN--Circuit Court 

MINNESOTA--District Court ••••• 

MISSISSIPPI--Circuit Court •••• 

Chancery Court •••••••••••••• 

MONTANA--District Court ••••••• 

NEBRASKA--District Court •••••• 

De novo 

District Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 
Common Pleas Court of Detroit 

Probate Court 
County Court 
County Hunicipal Court 

County Court 
Municipal Court 
Justice Court 
County Court 
Family Court 

Justice Court 
Ci ty Court 
Municipal Court 

County Court 
Municipal Court 

NEVADA--District Court •••••••• Justices' Court 
Hunicipal Court 

NEH HANPSHIRE--Superior Court. District Court 
Nunicipal Court 

NEH JERSEY--Superior Court: 
Law Division ............... .. 

NEW MEXICO--District Court •••• Magistrate Court 
Nunicipal Court 
Probate Court 

NEW YORK--County Co~rt •••••••• 

Metropolitan Court of Bernalillo 
Countya 

NORTH CAROLINA--Superior Court. District Court 

NORTH DAKOTA--District Court •• County Court 
County Justice Court 
Hunicipal Court 

OKLAHOMA--District Court •••••• Municipal Court Not of Record 

OREGON--Circuit Court ••••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA--Court of Common 
Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

RHODE ISLAND--Superior Court •• 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Ci rcuit Court • 

Justice Court 
County Court 
Hunicipal Courts 

Community Courta 
Philadelphia HuniCipal Court 
Philadelphia Traffic Court 
Pittsburgh Nagistrates Court 
District Justice Court 

District Court 
Probate Court 
Municipal Court 

Proba te Court 
Magistrate's Co~rt 
Municipal Court 
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On record 

District Court 
Probate Court 
Common Pleas Court of Detroit 

Probate Court 
County Court 
County Municipal Court 

County Court 
Municipal Court 
Justice Court 

County Court 
Municipal Court 

Justices' Court 
Nunicipal Court 

Surrogate's Court 
Nunicipal Court 

Ci ty Court (au tside Ci ty of l~ew 
York) 

Town and Village Justice Court 



Table 17: Jurisdiction over appeals in trial courts, 1980 (continued) 

Type of appeal and court of origin 
State and name of general 

jurisdiction court 

TENNESSEE--Circuit Court 

De novo 

County Court 
General Sessions Court 
Probate Court 
Juvenile Court 
Trial Justice Court 
Hunicipal Court 

Criminal Court •••••••••••••• General Sessions Court 
Trial Justice Court 

TEXAS--District Court ••••••••• County Court 

UTAH--District Court •••••••••• Justice Court 

VERMONT--Superior Court Probate Court 

VIRGINIA--Circuit Court General Diptrict Court 
Juvenile and Domestic 

Relations District Court 

WASHINGTON--Superior Court •••• Municipal Court 
District Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 

WEST VIRGINIA--Circuit Court •• Magistrate Court 

WISCONSIN--Circuit Court •••••• Municipal Justice Court 

On record 

Circuit Court 

WYOMING--District, Court....... Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace Court 
County Court 

A}IERICAN SA..t10A •••••••••••••••• (No information available) 

PUERTO RICO--Euperior Court ••• Dtstrict Court 

VIRGIN ISLANDS •••••••••••••••• (No information available) 

Note: Only those states whose general jurisdiction courts have appellate jurisdiction are listed 
on this table. 

aThe Metropolitan Court of Bernalillo County is to be established on July 1, 1980, replacing the 
Municipal and Magistrate Courts in the county at that time. 

bpennsylvania law provides for the creation of the Community Court, but as yet none has been created. 

Source: American Bar Association--National Center for State Courts, Implementation of Standards for 
Judicial Administration Project, State Court Or anization Profile series )Williamsburg, 
Virginia: National Center for State Courts, 1977-1980 ; State Court Administrators. 

72 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~.~~~----------------------------~-------------------------------------------------- ------ ----------------



~----~---------~--- --- -

r . ~'-1 
I r-

Table 18: Employees of appellate courts, 1980. 
~I 

Number of fUll-time equivalent employees by position, for judicial 
support and for the office of the clerk. 

Judicial sU220rt Office of the Clerk 
'" Legal staff '" U) ';;; '" ..-j ....... <=..-j ., 

u <= <=..-j U) I1l ., 0 I1l I1l ., 
... 0 I1l I1l ... .... U tJ >- :l .... cJ 

., cJ ... .. 0 "' .... o ., o U) ...... <= .... o ... U..-j ., ... ..-j.c: u U) ., ... o ... '" 0.0 I1l .... ., o.u ., .... ., ~ I1J :l tI') ., u '" '" :l ",..-j a ........ "'..-j en .!:: '11 S-l ....... <= .,'" ..-j I1l cJ ., >- o 0 I1l cJ "'ul ., 
'" 0 <= .... U) I1l U .0 ... u *f'i 0...-1 U u., .... 00> ., ....... ., ... ... U ,;.: c. .... Q) ... a '" OM ... <= .... .... 00 u .... ... Q) ., '" ... ... ..... ... Q) a", 11l ..... ""' .... "''''''' <= I1l cJ.c: .c: .... " Q) '" I1l cJ.c: Total State and court Jud es 8 <=:l ..... o <= 0. ..'i! <= " 

., U ., U u I1l 0 ..-j <= u Q) u I1l tJ' 0 U I1l 0 .... .,., u '" Ul 0 o 0. cJ U I1l .. Ul 0 ersonnel 

ALABAMA--Supreme Court .......... 9 2 0 12 0 15 12b 3 5 58.0 Court of Civil Appeals ........ 3 0 0 3 0 3 0 1 2 12.0 Court of Criminal Appeals ..... 5 0 0 4 3 5 lC 1 3 22.0 

ALASKA--Supreme Court ........... 5 (a) (a) 13 2 5 0 2 11 38.0 Court of Appeals ............... 3 (a) (a) (d) (d) 3 (d) (d) (d) 6.0d 

ARIZONA--Supreme Court ........... 5 (a) (a) 10 5 7 0 1 7 35.0 Court of Appeals .... , ........... 12 (a) (a) 12 10 15 0 2 13 64.0 

ARKANSAS--Supreme Court ......... 7 0 1 7 0 8 3e 2 2 30.0 Court of Appeals ••••.•••••••••• 6 0 0 6 0 6 0 1 1 20.0 

-..I 
CALIFORNIA--Supreme Court 7 0 2 24 9 24 4 11 0 81.0 

.t> ....... 
Court of Appeals .............. 54 0 1 61 25 76 25 42 2 286.0 

COLORADO--Supreme Court ......... 7 0 1 8 (a) 8 4f 2 5 35.0 Court of Appeals .............. 10 0 1 10 (a) 10 28 2 6 41.0 

CONNECTICUT--Supreme Court ...... 6 0 7 7 
Appellate Sessions of 

0 6 0 2 1 29.0 

the fuperior Court ............ 3 (a) (a) (a) 3 (a) 0 4 4 14.0 

DELAWARE--Supreme Court •••••••• 10 5 0 0 5 0 7 Ih 2 1 21.0 

FLORIDA--Supreme Court .......... 7 (a) (a) 14 (a) 9 42i 2 9 83.0 District Courts of Appeal ..... 39 (a) (a) 71 7 39 2U 10 38 225.0 

GEORGIA--Supreme Court .......... 7 0 7 16 2 7 7k 2 6 54.0 Court of Appeals .............. 9 (a) 2 (a) (a) (a) (a) 2 (a) 13.0 

HAWAII--Supreme Court ........... 5 0 0 12 (a) 6 11 1 5 30.0 Intermediate Court of Appeals 3 (a) (a) 3 (a) 3 (a) (a) (a) 9.0 

IDAHO--Supreme Court ............ 5 (a) (a) 10 1 6 (a) 1 3 26.0 

ILLINOIS--Supreme Court ......... 7 0 1 14 3 10 49 1 14 199.0 Appellate Court ............... 41 0 1 82 20 41 (a) 5 48 248.0 



--~- ~--- --- -

r--
.-.-~ r . INDIANA--Supreme Court ........... 5 (a) (a) 7 (a) 5 2m (11 total) 30.0 

Court of Appeals .............. 12 1 (a) (29 combined) 12 6n (0) (0) 60.0 

IOWA--Supreme Court ............. 9 0 0 10 8 7.7 0 2 4 40.7 
Court of Appeals ........ , ..... 5 0 0 5 (p) 3 0 (p) (p) 13.0 

KANSAS--Supreme Court ........... 7 1 3.5 7 (a) 7 18q 3 9 55.5 
Court of Appeals .............. 7 (a) (r) 7 3 7 (a) (r) (r) 24.0 

KENTUCKY--Supreme Court ......... 7 0 0 7 4 14 11s 1 5 49.0 
Court of Appeals .............. 14 0 0 14 8 22 0 0 9 67.0 

LOUISIANA--Supreme Court .. , ..... 7 0 0 21 10 11 It 4 9 63.0 
Court of Appeals .............. 32 0 0 35 2 32 6.3 u 8 11 126.3 

MAINE--Supreme Judicial Court ... 7 (a) 0 11 (a) 8 1.3 1 1.8 30.1 

MARYLAND--Court of Appeals 7 0 0 8 0 7 0 2 6 30.0 
Court of Special Appeals 13 0 0 14 2 14 0 2 11 56.0 

MASSACHUSETTS--Supreme Judicial 
Court ........................ 7 (Information not available) 

Appeals Court ............... '" 10 (Information not available) 

MICHIGAN--Supreme Court ......... 7 9 4 31 6 18 0 5 3 83.0 
-.,J Court of Appeals ................ 18 (Information not available) 
VI 

MINNESOTA--Supreme Court ........ 9 3 0 19 0 13 4v 2 2.5 52.5 

MISSISSIPPI--Supreme Court ...... 9 0 0 9 3 11 3\/ 2 6 43.0 

MISSOURI--Supreme Court ....... " 7 2 (a) 17 6 8 9'( 7 5 61.0 
Court of Appeals .............. 30 10 0 30 36 9 12x 8 7 142.0 

MONTANA--Supreme Court .......... 7 (Information not <lvuilable) 
===-=--.. ~ .. 

NEBRASKA--Supreme Coutt ......... 7 0 3 14 15 (a) (a) 2 (a) 41.0 

NEVADA--Supreme Court ., ......... 5 (a) 1 6 9 9 (a) 3 3 36.0 

NEW HAMPSHIRE--Supreme Court .... 5 (a) (a) 5 0 (a) lY 2 4 17.0 

NEW JERSEY--Supreme Court ....... 7 Oz 0 17 0 13 0 5 17 59.0 
Appellate Division of the 

Superior Court •••••••• 11 ••••• 22 oaa 0 23 22 30 0 6 58 161.0 

NEW MEXICO--Supreme Court ......... 5 (a) (a) 6 (a) 5 (a) 1 5 22.0 
Court of Appeals ., ............ 7 3 (a) 7 (a) 8 (a) 1 3 29.0 
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Table 18: Employees of appellate courts, 1980 (continued) 

Judicial sUEEort Office of the Clerk 
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'" <J Q) :;.., o 0 
'" <J "' w 1 Q) "1::1 0 t::.,.; Ul co w .a I-< W .....to"l'""lU WQ)"'; 00;- Q) 1-<"-< Q) I-< I-< W .... 0. "-< QJ I-< E3 Ul"'; I-< t:: .,.; .,.; 00 w"-< I-< Q) Q)"1::I I-< I-< "-< I-< Q) 

Total E3"1::1 '" "-< :i "0 OM Ul"1::l"1::l t:: co <J.e .e"';;:1 Q)"1::I '" <J.e State and court Jud es o t:: ;:I "-< o t:: 0. ;;j .;; ,;; Q) w Q) W W co 0 r-i t:: .... QJ W U '" 0' 0 U co 0 U Ul Ul 0 a 0. <J 
U '" Ul Ul 0 ersonnel 

NEW YORK--Court of Appeals ...... 7 0 12 18 9 23 44 bb 16 6 135,0 Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court ................ 46 0 0 48 83 70 8bb 94 36 385.0 Appellate Terms of the 
Supreme Court •••••••• t •••••• (cc) 0 0 0 18 0 0 24 12 54.0 

NORTH CAROLINA--Supreme Court ... 7 (a) 1 8 (a) 8 8dd 1 3 36.0 Court of Appeals .............. 12 (a) 1 12 8 15 (a) 1 7 56.0 

NORTH DAKOTA--Supreme Court ..... 5 1 1 5 1 5 gee 3 3 33.0 

OHIO--Supreme Court ••••••••• :! ••• 7 2 4 10 3 9 1.5 3 4 43.5ff Court of Appealsff ............ 44 (Information not available) (ff) 
-J 
en OKLAHOMA--Supreme Court ......... 9 0 0 9 4 12 199 1 7 43.0 Court of Criminal Appeals ..... 3 0 0 5.5 4 5 0 0 0 17.5 Court of Appeals .............. 6 0 0 6 4 0 0 0 0 16.0 

OREGON--Supr.eme Court tt_ ••••• tt. 7 (a) 3hh 10 1 7 (a) 2hh 11hh 41.0 Court of Appeals .............. 10 (a) (hh) 11 J 12 (a) (hh) (hh) 36.0 

PENNSYLVANIA--Supreme Court ..... 7 (a) (a) 33 (a) 8 2ii l7jj 27jj 94.0 Superior Court ................ 7 (a) 2 28 3 9 Iii 3 10 63.0 Commonwealth Court ............ 9 (a) (a) 27 (a) 10 Iii 7 17 71.0 

RHODE ISLAND--Supreme Court t •••• 5 0 1 11 5 10 12kk 4 1 49.0 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Supreme Court ... 5 0 1 5 6 5 0 2 14 38.0 

SOUTH DAKOTA--Supreme Court ..... 5 (a) (a) 5 1 5 (a) 2 1 19.0 

TENNESSEE--Supreffie Court ........ 5 (a) (a) 7 (a) 5 311 3Oll0 12mm 35.0 Court of Appeals .............. 12 (a) (a) 12 (a) 12 (11) (mm) (mm) 36.0 Court of Criminal Appeals ..... 9 (a) (a) 9 (a) 9 (11) (mm) (mm) 27.0 

TEXAS--Supreme Court •••••••••••• t 9 (a) (a) 10 5 15 (a \ 6 1 46.0 
Co~rt of Criminal Appeals ..... 9 (a) (a) 18 5 15 (n) 5 (a) 52.0 Court of Civil Appeals ........ 51 (a) (a) 51 (a) 40 (a) 31 (a) 173.0 

.), 



r UTAH--Supreme Court •••••••••.•.• 

VERMONT--Supreme Court •..•••.••• 

VIRGINIA--Supreme Court .•••••••• 

WASHINGTON--Supreme Court •••.••• 
Court of Appeals .•.•• _ .••••••. 

WEST VIRG INIA.--Supreme Court 
of Appeals •.•••..••••••.•. 

5 

5 

7 

9 
16 

5 

WISCONSIN--Supreme Court •••••••. 7 
Court of Appeals •.....•..••.•• 12 

WYOMING--Supreme Court ••••..•••• 5 

AMERICAN SAMOA--Appellate Division 
of the High Court .•••..•.• 7PP 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA--Court of 
Appeals .•••.••.••...•. ,... 9 

o 

o 

(a) 

1 
4 

o 

(Information 
(Information 

0 

o 

3 
(a) 

o 

not 
not 

0 

10 

5 

7 

19 
20 

8 

available) 
available) 

5 

(Information not available) 

0 0 21 

3 4 (a) 1 (a) 25.0 

0 0.3 0 1 2 14.3 

6 8 2nn 2 7 40.0 

(a) 8 1 2 10 53.0 (a) 22 (a) 17 (a) 79.0 

5 8 0 2 2 30.0 

0 6.5 0.500 2 0 19.0 

3 11 3qq 5 18 70.0 
14 3 56 (a) 12 9 16 59 177 .0 

PUERTO RICO--Supreme Court ...••. 8 

Note: These data are not comparable to judicial employment data published by the Bureau of Justice Statistics in the annual series Expenditure 
and Employment Data for the Criminal Justice System because of differences in definitions. data collection methodology, and classification 3chema. 

All figures are given as full-time equivalents. 

Blank space = Information is not available. 

aThis position does not exist in this court. 
bThe "other court employees" of the Alabama Supreme Court are the staff of the state Law library. 
cThe one "other court employee" of the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals is a reporter of decisions. 
dAdmi.nistrative functions for the Court of Appeals are performed by the clerk of the Supreme Court in Alaska. 
eThe three "other court employees" in the Arkansas Supreme Court are a librarian, a librarian assistant. and the criminal justice coordinator. 
fThe four "other court employees" that serve the Colorado Supreme Court are three librarians and one secretary to the law exam board. 
gThe two "other cout:t employees" of the Colorado Court of Appeals are both staff attorneys. 
~The "other court employee" serving the Delaware Supreme Court is a bailiff. 
l."Other court employees" serving the Florida Supreme Court are an internal audit coordinator. an assistant to the Chief Justice. 15 security 

and custodial employees of the Marshall's Office. 4 employees of the Supreme Court library. a traffic courts coordinator. 9 data systems 
. personnel, and 11 employees of the Justice Data Center. 
J"Other court employees" of the Florida District Courts of Appeal are the 21 employees of the five marshall's office. 
kllO ther ':ourt employees" serving the Georgia Supreme Court are the Director of the Office of Bar Admissions and its staff of six. 
lThe one "other court employee" serving the Hawaii Supreme Court is the bailiff. 
m"OthE'r court employees" of the Indiana Supreme Court are a custodian and a sheriff. 
n"Other court employees" of the Indiana Court of Appeals are 2 bailiffs. 1 custodian. 1 administrator, and 3 administrative staff personnel. 
°A total of 11 employees serve as the clerk of court and staff of that office for both the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals in Indiana. 
PIn Iowa. the central legal staff and the clerk of courts office are shared between the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
qThe "other court emploY2es" of the Kansas Supreme Court are 9 staff of the law library, 2 word processors. 2 bailiffs. and 5 disciplinary employees. 

rIn Kansas, the Supreme Court nnd the Court of Appeals share the same court reporters and clerk of court office. 

I\, 
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Table 18: Employees of appellate courts, 1980 (continued) 

sThe "other court ,mployees" of the Kentucky Supreme Court are 7 law clerks, 2 screening attorneys, and 2 staff counsel. 
tThe one "other court employee" of the Loui.siana Supreme Court is the bailiff. 
uThe "other court employees" of the Louisiana Court of Appeal are 1 bailiff, 4 porters, and 1-1/3 (FTE) librarians. 
V"Other court employees" serving the Minnesota Supreme Court are one administrative assistant, one paralegal, one marshall, and one janitor. 
wThe "other court employct!s" of the Mississippi Supreme Court are one administrative assistant, one porter, and one marshall. 
X"Other court employees" serving the Missouri Supreme Court and Court of Appeals are marshalls, custodians, and printers. 
YThe one "other court employee" serving the New Hampshire Supreme Court is a deputy sheriff. 
zCourt reporters are assigned to the New Jersey Supreme Court on an "as needed" basis; the nearest FTE is zero. 
aaproceedings of the Aopellate Division of the New Jersey Superior Court are generally not recorded now. It is anticipated that in the near 

future these proceedings will be sound recorded. 
bbIncluded in the "other court employees" for the New York Court of Appeals and Appellate Divisions of the Supreme Court are clerks and 

office assistants, stenographic and secretarial personnel, and court security personnel. 
cCJudges from the Trial Division of the New York Supreme Court serve in the Appellate Terms of the Supreme Court. 
dd"Other court employees" of the North Carolina Supreme Court include librarians and messengers. 
eeListed under "other court employees" for the North Dakota Supreme Court are the employees of the Office of the Court Administrator. 
ffEach district of the Ohio Court of Appeals hires and supervises its own staff. The Office of the Administrative Director does not maintain 

recorrl~ of the number or type of these employees. 
ggThp "other court employee" serving the Oklahoma Supreme Court is the chief legal executive asistant. 
hhThe editors of opinion and the clerk of court and records staff of Oregon serve both the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
ii"Other court employees" serving the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, Superior Court, anti r.ollUUonwealth Court are court criers. 
jjIn addition to the 23 employees in the clerk 0: court office that directly serve the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, there are also 21 employees 

(11 clerks, 10 clerical support staff) that serve the Supreme Court cOllUUittees included in the total. 
kk"Other court employees" of the Rhode Island Supreme Court include 3 professionals in the central registry, 5 in the state law library, 2 in 

the state judicial records center, 2 bailiffs, and 1 automobile driver. 
ll"Other court employees" in the Supreme Court of Tennessee are marshalls. They also serve the Court of Appeals and Court of Criminal 

Appeals. 
mffiThe clerk of the Tennessee Supreme Court and his staff also serve the Court of Appeals and Court of Criminal Appea:s. 
nn"Other court employees" of the Virginia Supreme Court are his law librarian and the assistant law librarian. 
oOThere is 0.5 FTE bailiff employed by the Wyoming Supreme Court. 
PPTher.e are 4 justices, two of whom also serve the High Court of American Samoa (and are therefore not included here), and not less than 5 

associate judges who serve the Appellate Division of the High Court of American Samoa. 
qq"Other court employees" serving the District of Columbia Court of Appeals are a bailiff, a marshall, and a librarian. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 
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Table 19: Employees of general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
Number of full-time equivalent employees by position, for judicial 
support and and for the office of the clerk. 

Judicial su~~ort 
Legal staff 

CJ) 

I-< 
0 ..... 

w w III 0 
CJ) I-< III C w ..... cu ::l I-< I-< 0 CJ) III .... I-< 0 "-".-f.~ I-< '0 ::l I-< CU..-l U CJ) cu CJ) cu Q)'O ..-I Ill,r: III ..... ,r: CJ) w C ..... CJ) III w W U ..-I C W cu"" w I-< 00:> cu 1-<"" cu 0· ... III ..... """" I-< 0 OM • ..-t 00 w ..... I-< I-< ..... E'O 0 III ::l 0. CJ) '0 '0 C III u'O cu Judges 1-<'0 C I-< w o cu CJ) C ::l cu .., cu C..-I 

State and court name: 
1-< III III 0.(1) U I-< <C ...... ,..., C,) CJ) UJ III U 

ALABAMA--Circuit Court ...................................... 113 18 114 28 0 58 
ALASKA--Superior Court ...................................... 21 3d 0 16 0 21 
ARIZONA--Superior Court .................................. 80 81 90 (a) (a) 300 
ARKANSAS--Citcuit Court .................................... 33 0 33 0 Chancery and Probate Court ........................ 30 0 30 0 
CALIFORNIA--Superior Court .............................. 607 (Information not available) 

COLORADO--District Court .................................. 106 108 103 16 0 90 
CONNECTICUT--Superior Court ....... 0 .................. 110 0 130 0 15 26 
DELAWARE--Superior Court ................................ 11 3 16 0 6 31 Court of Chancery ... 9 

3 0 2 0 2 6 
...................................... 

FLORIDA--Circuit Court .................................... 302 57 109 (a) (a) 302 
GEORGIA--Superior Court .................................. 110 17 516j 80 0 104 

HAWAII--Circuit Court 
..... 0.0 ............................ 25 0 22 14 0 57 Land Court ...................................................... Cm) Tax Appeal Court ........................................... Cm) 

IDAHO--Dis tric t Court ..................................... 99 8 30 7 (a) (Information 
ILLINOIS--Circuit Court 

..... 0 ................... 0 ...... 677 2l n 

Office 

..... 
CJ) III cu w C cu I-< 0 » ::l .... o cu 0 CJ) 

..... ,r: C,) CJ) o,w cu E """" cu ». 0 0 
..0- I-< 

I-< w ..>! 0."" CU'O I-< I-< "" ,r: ..... ::l cu'O III W III 0 .-< C w 0 o,u U III CJ) 

74 c 213 

0 9d 

748.3e 34 

76 f 
(0 

307g 61 

809h 110 

42i (b) 
0 (b) 

0 (b) 

(k) 159 

211.5 1 4 

not available) 

5220 ("Judicial administration" employees in 
Cook COllnty = 1,632) 

INDIANA--Superior Court .................................. 83 (Information not available) Circuit Court .......................... 88 (Information not available) 

r\, 

of the Clerk 

CJ) 

cu ..... I-< 
I-< CU..-l 
Ill,r: III 
w w U 
cu 0· .... 
I-< I-< 

Total u'O cu 
cu C..-I 

UJ III u .eersonnel 

429 1,047.0 

214 d 284.0 

389.5 1,722.8 

142.0a 
60.CP. 

(b) 

243 1,034.0 

316 771.0 

(b) 109.0 
(b) 13.0 

(b) 770.0 

660 1,640.0 

90 423.5 
3.0 

(m) 

647.0 

0,915 5,746.0 
totalP) 
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r 
IOWA--District Court .....•.•...........•. 

KANSAS--District Court •••..•.•••••.•.••.• 

KENTUCKY--Circuit Court •.••••.•••.••••••• 

LOUISIANA--District Court •.••.•••.••••••. 

MAINE--Superior Court •..•••.••..•.••...•• 

MARYLAND--Circuit Court ..••••.••••.•..••. 

MASSACHUSETTS--Housing Court Department 
Land Court Department •••.•.•••••••••••• 
Probate and Family Court Department ••.. 
Boston Municipal Court Department ••.•.• 
Juvenile Court Department .•.••.••..•••• 
District Court Department ..•..•..••.•.• 
Superior Court Department •.......•..•.• 

MICHIGAN--Circuit Court .••.•.•••.••...•.. 
Recorder's Court of Detroit .•.•..•..... 

MINNESOTA--District Court •.••.•.••...•••. 

MISSISSIPPI--Circuit Court •..••.•••••.••. 
Chancery Court •..•.•••.•.....•.•.••••.• 

MISSOURI--Circuit Court ................................... 

MONTANA--District Court ............................ 

NEBRASKA--District Court •..••••••..•••.•• 

NEVADA--District Court •••••••.••..••.•••• 

NEW HAMPSHIRE--Superior Court ..•.••.••••. 

NEW JERSEY--Superior Court ........................... 

NEW MEXICO--District Court ........................ 

NEW YORK--Supreme Court and 
Coun ty Court •..•••.•.•..••.•.•••.•• 

NORTH CAROLINA--Superior Court .•••.••.••• 

NORTH DAKOTA--District Court •....•..••••. 

300Q 

210.5 

91 

161 

14 

97 

3 
3 

33 
9 
7 

153 
56 

147 
26 

72 

30 
35 

300 

32 

45 

29 

15 

214 

44 

367 

66 

24 

(Information not available) 

9 

15 

11 

3 

11 

3 
1 
4 
2 
3 

13 
79 

106 

90 

170 

15 

101 

o 
o 
o 

(t) 
o 

(t) 
47 

48 

6 

60 

4 

90 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

22 

(Information not available) 
(Information not available) 

20 88.5 34 

8 

o 

o 

o 

o 

(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 

19 

65 

63 

156 

4.6 

92 

(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 
(t) 

(u) 

3 
o 

36 
41 

(Information not available) 
(Information not available) 

5 131 7W 8 40 

(Information not available) 

o 45 o o 200 

4 4 25.5 X o 31. 5 

o 18 6 3 

143Z 255 163 3 209 

11 45 o o 44 

142 560 173 733 

5 61 o 30 

o 

o 

o 

405 

9 
2 

145 
46 
90 

810 
465 

43W 

150 

16 

o 

2,667 

150 

2,407 aa 

144 cC 

103 

1205 

325 

16 

29 

6 
44 
62 
40 
13 

243 
125 

88 

82 
82 

162 

75 

(y) 

20 

7 

13 

80 

100 
6 24 (a) (a) (Information not available) 

.), 

619 1,470.5 

1,057 5 1,442.0 

325 1,208.0 

53.7 110.3 

876 1,701.0 

(t) 41.0t 
(t) 68.0t 
(t) 50l.0t 
(t) 187.0t 
(t) 164.0t 
(t) 2,347.0t 
(t) l,036.0t 

735 

1,377 

o 

(y) 

67 

2,058 

160 

o 

1,370 

2,110.0 
681.0 

1,068.5 

2,073.0 

515.0 

108.0 

132.0 

5,741.0 

467.0 

4,436.0 

2,050.0 



Table 19: Employees of general jurisdiction courts, 1980 (continued) 

Judicial sUEEort Office of the Clerk 
Legal staff 

...... 
OJ 00 '" I!) w t:: k 

I!) k 0 0 ...... 
>. ::l '''; W W '" 0 00 o I!) o 00 00 k '" e w ...... I!) ...... ,c u 00 I!) ::l k k 0 00 '" '''; k 0. .... I!) '''; k o +J OHOM k '0 ::l k I!) ...... 5 "-<"-< kl!) ...... U 00 I!) '" I!) I!) '0 ...... ",,c '" I!) >. o 0 ",,c '" '''; ,c '" .... c· .... 00 '" ........ u .D k ........ u 

1 
~ r:: .u 11.1 l4-4 .... k OIl> I!) k .... I!) 0· .... k .... ".: 0."-< I!) 0· .... "'..... "-< "-< k 0 °M'M 0.0 w .... k k I!) '0 k k .... k k 

Total 
..... 5'0 0 '" ::l 0. 00 '0 '0 e '" u'O I!) ,c ..... ::l I!) '0 '" u'O I!) 

Judges k'O e k w 0 I!) '" e ::l I!) W I!) e ...... w '" 0 ...... e w I!) e ...... State and court name: ~ '" '" a.", u k < ...... ..., 
U '" en '" u 0 o.u 

u '" 00 CI'l n1 U Eersonnel 
OHIO--Court of Common Pleas .............. 313 (Information not available) (b) 
OKLAHOMA--District Court •• t •••••• t. t ••••• 198 2 138 0 0 8 98dd 77 487 1,002.0 
OREGON--Circuit Court .................... 75 3 75 (ee) 0 (ee) (ee) (el'! ) (ee) 2l0.0ee Tax Court ••••••• t •••••••••••••••••••••• 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 5.0 
PENNSYLVANIA--Court of Common Pleas •• t ••• 285 (Information not availab Ie) 

co RHODE ISLAND--Superior Court 19 2 23 0 6 l3 11ff 36 26 134.0 
IV 

••••••••• t ••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA--Circuit Court 10 ••••••••••• 31 (a) 44 26 (a) 30 (a) (a) (3) 131.0 
SOUTH DAKOTA--Circuit Court ••• •••••• 10 •••• 141hh 2 41 0 5 12 94gg 64.4 99.1 353.5 
TENNESSEE--Circuit Court ................. 5~ 0 56 0 0 45 (b) (b) (b) Criminal Court •••••••••••••••••••••• t •• 26 0 (serves 0 0 17 (b) (b) (b) Chancery Court •••••••••• t •••• t ••••••••• 27 0 all 0 0 23 (b) (b) (b) Equity Court • t •• t. t ••••••••• t •••••••••• 5 0 courts) 0 0 2 (b) (b) (b) 

TEXAS--District Court .................... 310 (Information not available) 

UTAH--District Court •• t •••••••• t ••• t. t •• 10 24 7 24 0 2 8 (Information not available) 

VERMONT--Superior Court •••••• t •••• t ••• t •• 38 0 11 0 3 6 0 14 26.5 68.5 
VIRGINIA--Circuit Court ........ t. t ••••••• 111 (Information not available) 

WASHINGTON--Superior Court •••••• t •• t ••••• 118 (Information not available) 

WEST VIRGINIA--Circuit Court ••••• t ••••••• 60 1 65 2 0 57 77 ii (b) (b) 262.0 
WISCONSIN--Circuit Court .t ... t. t •••••• t •• 190 (Information not available) 

WYOMING--District COUtt •••••• t •••• t •••••• 15 0 15 3 2 6.5 0 23 (b) 64.5 

.), 



r 
------------------------,----

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA--Superior Court ....... 44 34 38 88 6 255 436jj 5 8 914.0 PUERTO RICO--Superior Court .............. 92 21 124 124 0 149 373 431 101 1,415.0 AMERICAN SAMOA--High Court e •••••••••••••• 7kk (Information not available) 
GUAM--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••• '''0. 5 0 4 0 3 6 50 16 8 92.0 

Note: These data are not comparable to judicial employment data published by the Bureau of Justice Statistics in the annual series Expenditure and 
Em 10 ment Data for the Criminal Justice S stem because of differences in definitions, data coll~ction methodology, and classification schema. 
All figures are given as full-time equivalents. 

Blank space = Information is not available. 

aThis position does not exist in this Court. 

bpeople serving this function in this court are funded by local, usually county government and therefore are not considered employees of the 
state-level judiciary. Data concerning their numbers is not available to the state-level administrative office. 

cThe "other court employees" of the Alabama Circuit Court are 72 bailiffs and 2 "grandfathered" magistrates. 
dTrial Court administrators and the clerk of Court offices serve both the general and limited jurisdiction courts in Alaska. 
e"Other court employees" of the Arizona Superior Court are 75 bailiffs, 14 library personnel, '113 probation officers, 156.25 probation services support personnel, 26 juvenile custodial support staff, and 64 other support personnel. 

fThe 76 professional employees of the Office of the Clerk of the Arkansas Circuit Court also serve the Chancery and Probate Court. 
gThe Colorado District Court employs 48 bailiffs, 179 probation officers, and 80 probation clerks. 

h"Oth"" co""' "mp1,y"",,, 'f tho C",,"O tiO"' S"p"doo C,""' iool"d" 64 "mp1,y"", divided ,m,,,, tho 0"",,, 1 "",,"d, ,,,d ",V",,"" ""'""'i,,, 
~ Divisions of the Court. staffs, interpreters, the grievance committee, and the bail committee, and 745 employees of the separately budgeted Adult Probation and Family 

i
Th

" O'"v,," S"p""i" C,""' "mpl,y, 1 FT' ;""y o'moi"i,,,"" (6 'ot",l p"'p1"), 16 P'"'""'",,O" ,ffio""" 19 b,i1iff" ,,,d 6 ,oh,d"'i", officers. 

;Th,", '"' 516 0'"" "'P'"'"" ,",vi"g ,11 O,""t" b,th 'f """",, ,,,d 1imit"d ;",i,dioti,,, i" G"",i" Of 'he,", 140 '"" 0'""' 'pp,i,,'"d, 
kThe probation function in the State of Georgia is funded by the Executive branch in most locations. A few counties have independent probation offices. 

1 "Dch", """' "mp 
1 
,y,"," ,",vi "g C1" H,v,ii C ,"o"i, C,""' i,,01 "di", b, i1 i' E" key "q" ipm",,' 'P""' """ "mp"'"" 'P" ,oe"" 'ooio) w"k"", translators, offset press operators, Court fiscal officers, and statistics clerks. 

mThe employment data for the Hawaii Land Court and Tax Appeal Court are included with the Circuit Court data. 
nThere are seven court administrators and 14 administrative secretaries who perform the function of court administrators in Illinois. None of their professional staffs are included in this figure. 
°This figure does not include 14 part-time COurt reporters. 

PThere are a total of 1,814 employees of the Clerk of Circuit Court in Cook County, and 101 in the rest of the state. 
qThere are 92 full-time and 3 part-time district judges, 13 district associate judges, and 26 regular and special full-time and 166 part-time magistrates in the Iowa District Court. 

r"Other court employees" serving the Kansas District Court are 292 court services officers, 2 psychologists, 3 bailiffs, 2 programmers, and 3 systems analysts. 

sClerks and their deputies serve both the Circuit Court and the District Court, the court of limited jurisdiction, in Kentucky. 
tData for court reporters, central legal staff, and secretaries and other clerical staff who provide judicial support or wOrk in the Clerk of 

Court's office in the various departments of the Tdal Court of Massachusetts are not available pending a job classification study. The total 
number of these employees is included in the number of totRl personnel by department cf court • 
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Table 19: Employees of general jurisdiction courts, 1980 (continued) 

uClerical support for judicial functions is provided by the Clerk of Court's office and is included Ln the clerk's bu-!get in Minnesota. 
vThere are 12 FTE referees in the Minnesota District Court. 
wThere are 50 commissioners in the Missouri Circuit Court: 

listed under "other court employees." 
seven serve on the legal staff assigned to individual judges; the remainder are 

XEight of the law clerks in the Nevada District Court also serve as bailiffs. 
YCounty clerks also serve as clerks of the District Court in Nevada. An estimate of the amount of time they spend performing this function is 

not available. 
zThe 143 figure for trial court administration in the New Jersey Superior 
aaIncluded under "other court employees" for the Supreme Court and County 

Court includes those serving the courts of limited jurisdiction. 
Court of New York are clerks, office assistants, stenographic, 

secretarial, and court security personnel. 
bbCentral legal staff of the North Carolina Superior Court includes district attorneys, public defenders, and their assistants. 
cCThe figure given under "other court employees" for the North Carolina Superior Court is for the staff of the district attorneys' offices 

including secretaries, investigators, and administrative assistants. 
ddThe 98 "other court employees" of the Oklahoma District Court are all bailiffs. 
2eData for Oregon Circuit Court legal staff, other court employees, clerks of court, 

to be approximately 57 employees. No breakdown by job classification is available. 
few circuit judges have law clerks. 

and all sL~retaries and other clerical staff are estimated 
The Oregon State Court Administrator notes that only a 

ff"Other Court employees" for the Rhode Island Superior Court are the 7 professionals and 4 
gg"Other court employees" of the South Dakota Circuit Court are 14 bailiffs, 62.5 probation 
hhThere are 36 judges, 7 full-time and 11 part-time lawyer magistrates, 22 lay magistrates, 

Circuit Court. 

clericals on the Jury Commission. 
officers, and 17.5 probation secretaries. 
and 65 clerk/lay magistrates serving the South Dakota 

~~The "other court employees" in the West Virginia Circuit Court are 59 probation officerc and 
JJThe "other court employees" of the District of Columbia Superior Court include court clerks, 

proCurement employees, social services aides, and physicians. 

18 probation support personnel. 
nurses, accounting and budgeting, personnel, and 

kkThe High Court of American Samoa is served by 2 justices of the Appellate Division of the High Court and "not less than" 5 judges. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 
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Table 20: Law clerks for courts of last resort, 1980. 
Number, method of selection, legal training, length of service, and 
salary. 

State 

ALABAMA •••••••••••••• 
ALASKA ••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA •••••••• II •••• 
ARKANSAS ••••••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA ••••••••••• 

COLORADO ••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT •••••••••• 
DELAWARE •••• II ••••••• 
FLORIDA •••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA •••••••••••• " • 

HAWAII .............. . 
IDAHO •••••••••••••••• 
ILLINOIS ••••••••••••• 
INDIANA •••••••••••••• 
rOOA •••••••• II II .... II 

K.A.NSAS •••••••••••• I •• 

KENTUCKy ••••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA ........... . 
MAINE •••••••••••••••• 
MARyLAND ••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN ••••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA ••••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI •••••••••• 
MISSOURI ••••••••••••• 

MONTANA •••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA ••••••••••••• 
NEVADA ••••••••••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE •••••••• 
NEW JERSEy ••••••••••• 

NEW MEXICO 
NEW yORK ••••••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA ••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA ••••••••• 
OHIO ••••••••••••••• ". 

Number 

Serving Authorized 

12 12 
11 11 
10 10 
7 7 

33 33 

8 8 
7 7 
3 3 

14 1·~ 
14 14 

12 12 
10 10 
14 14 
8 10 
9 9 

7 7 
7 7 

26 26 
7 7 
8 8 

14 
17 
19 
12 

7 

14 
7 
6 
5 

15 

5 
2Z 

8 
5 

11 

No limit 
17 
19 

No limit 
25 

14 
7 
6 
5 

15 

5 
22 

8 
5 

11 

Selected by 
Individual 

Court judge 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Xc 
X X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
Xc 

X(5) X(21) 
X 

X 

(b) 

X 

X(7) 

X 

x 

x 
X 
x: 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X(l5) 

X 

X 

86 

Law 
degree 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
Xa 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
xa 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
xa 
X 

Replacements 
Discre­

Annual tionary 

Usually 
Usually 
Usually 
Usually 

Usually 
Usually 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
Two yeara X 

Two years 

X 
l,( 

X 
Two years 
Usually 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
Two years 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Salary 

$16,500 
$20,544 to $23,796 
$18,283 
$12,000 
$21,900 to $57,984 

$14,928 
$17,000 
$13,412 
$16,057 to $28,603 
$11,831 to $33,842 

$17,508 
$11,500 to $13,000 
$]9,000 to $20,000 
$10,400 to $16,400 
$16,500 

$15,000 to $16,000 
$11,976 
$22,533 
$14,900 
$19,300 

$19,964 
$17,121 to $21,087 
$19,648 
$13,980 
$16,000 

$14,700 
$12,981 
$17,900 to $19,000 
$12,530 
$16,682 

$12,792 to $17,988 
$22,093 to $33,611 
$17,820 
$14,400 
$19,677 to $23,650 

'M 

Number Selected by Replacements 
Discre­

Annual tionary 
State 

Individual Law 
degree Serving Authorizp.d Court judge Salary 

OKLAHOMA: 
Supreme Court •••••• 
Court of Criminal 

Appeals ••••••••••• 
OREGON ••••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA ••••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND ••••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA ••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••••••••• 
TENNESSEE •••••••••••• 
TEXAS: 

Supreme Court •••••• 
Court of Criml!"<al 

Appeals ......... . 

UTAH ••••••••••••••••• 
VERMONT •••••••••••••• 
VIRGINIA ••••••••••••• 
WASHINGTON ••••.•••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA •••••••• 

WISCONSIN •••••••••••• 
WyOMING •••••••••••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA • 
PUERTO RICO •••••••••• 

X = Affirmative. 

9 

4 
9 

20 
11 
5 

5 
26 

10 

9 

13 
5 

13 
10 
14 

7 
.5 
24 
9 

9 

4 
9 

20 
11 
5 

5 
26 

10 

9 

13 
5 

13 
10 
14 

7 
5 

24 
10 

X 

X(3) 

X 

X 

X 

aMust be admitted to the bar. 
bSection is by a committee of the court; appointment is 

Montana's only law school who are about to graduate. 
interviews. The court accepts recommendations of the 

cSelected by individual judge but confirmed by court. 
dMust pass Vermont bar exam. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X(lO) 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

xa 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
xa 

Usually 

X 

X 

X 

Usually 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

$19,800 to $28,589 

$1~,800 to $28,589 
$17,885 
$16,000 to $17,500 
$11,429 
$12,000 to $20,000 

$13,500 
$15,510 

$]5,372 

$15,372 

$15,000 to $30,000 
$10,400 to $14,000 
$18,672 to $19,422 
$19,020 to $24,348 
$20,000 to $30,828 

$19,200 
$16,350 to $19,620 
$18,258 
$14,400 

by the chief justice. The committee interviews students of 
Any member of the court is free to join the committee at 
committee and assigns clerks to individual judges. 
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Table 21: Description of state-level court administrative office, 1980. 
Year authorized, authorization, date first administrator appointed, and 
arT10unt and sources of total expenditures. 

Q) 

> ..... "0 
... OJ ... 
'" N 

0 
1-4 • .-/. ... 
... I-< ... '" Source of total expenditures 
'" 0 til I-< "0 

0"'; ,..c:: 1-<'" Q) Expenditure of I:: .... .,.., til +J 
..... ;j t.t-t 'M ~ state-level Programs 
i3 '" " ..... 

"0 ~.~ 8- administrative office administered 
'" <1i U ","0 c. Operation of office by office I-< ..... 

~ '" '" 
State 

ALABAMA •••••••• 

ALASKA ••••••••• 
ARIZONA •••••••• 
ARKANSAS ••••••• 
CALIFORNIA ••••• 

COLORADO ••••••• 

CONNECTICUT •••• 

DELAWARE ••••••• 

FLORIDA 
GEORGIA 

HAWAII ••••••••• 
lDAHO ••• , •••••• 
ILLINOIS ••••••• 
INDIANA ••••.••• 
IOWA ••••••••••• 

KANSAS ••.•••••• 
KENTUCKy ••••••• 
LOUISIANA •••••• 

MAINE •••••••• 
MARyLAND ••••• 

"' .... OJ .... 
>-< 0 

1971 

1959 
1960 
1965 
1960 

1971 

1965 

1971 

1972 
1973 

1959 
1967 
1959 

1. 968 
1971 

1965 
1976 
1954 

1975 
1955 

MASSACHUSETTS ••• 1956 
MICHIGAN ••••.•• 1952 
MINNESOTA •••••• 1963 
MISSISSIPPI.... 1974 
MISSOURI. •••••• 1970 

Au thoriza tion 
for office 

Constitution 
and statute 

Constitution 
Constitution 
Statute 
Constitution 

1971 

1959 
1960 
1965 
1960 

1959 

$ Amount 

$ 2,220,815 

$ 2,510,453 
(Information not 

$ 451,187 
(Information not 

$ 2,383,000 

For year 
ending: 

9/78 

6/79 
available) 
6/79 
available) 

6/79 Cons titution 
and statute 

Statute 1965 (Information not available) 

Statute 1971 $ 2,450,900 6/79 

Constitution 
Statute 

1972 $ 872,033 6/79 
1973 $ 1,395,844 6/79 

Statute 
Statute 
Constitution 
Statute 
Statute 

Statute 
Statute 
Constitution 
and statute 

Statute 
Statute 

1959 
1967 
1959 
1968 
1971 

1965 
1954 
1954 

1975 
1955 

Statute 1956 
Constitution 1952 
Statute 1963 
Court rule 1974 
Constitution 1970 

$ 1,700,243 
(Informa tion not 

$ 1,900,582 
(Information not 

$ 489,631 

$ 439,7 /,9 
$39,827,548 
$ 324,644 

$ 233,636 
$ 8,831,311 

$ 974,391 
$22,575,284 
$ 1,064,383 
$ 189,792 
$20,103,339 

6/79 
available) 
6/79 
available) 
6/79 

6/79 
6/79 
6/79 

6/79 
6/79 

6/80 
9/79 
6/79 
6/79 
6/79 

MONTANA •••••••• 
NEBRASKA ••••••• 

'NEVADA ••••••••• 

1975 Statute 
1972' Constitution 
1977 Court rule 

1975 
1972 
1971a 

(Informa tion not 
$ 770,100 
$ 237,839 

available) 
6/80 
6/79 

NEH HAHPSHIRE ••• (Not applicable) $ 325,300 6/80 

88 

State/Federal/Other I State/Federal/Other 

79% 

100% 
92% 
68% 

100% 

84% 

78% 

98% 

100% 
54% 

100l! 
100% 

91% 
100% 

93% 

100% 
95% 
60% 

100% 
88% 

76% 
100% 

70% 
12% 
81% 

100% 
100% 

51% 

21% 

0% 
8% 

32% 
0% 

9% 

22% 

2% 

0% 
43% 

0% 
0% 
9% 
0% 
7% 

0% 
5% 

40% 

0% 
12% 

24% 
0% 

30% 
88% 
19% 

0% 
0% 

49% 

0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

7% 

0% 

0% 

0% 
3% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 

94% 
100% 

0% 
12% 

99% 

0% 

6% 
0% 

100% 
62% 

<1% 

0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 

26% 

<1% 

(Information not 
available) 

(Information not 
available) 

27% 73% 0% 
0% 0% 0% 

8% 
100% 

91% 
0% 
0% 

72% 
98% 

8% 

10% 
94% 

0% 
99% 
13% 
10% 
96% 

60% 
91% 
10% 

15% 
0% 
9% 
0% 
0% 

28% 
2% 

92% 

90% 
6% 

0% 
1% 

87% 
90% 

4% 

40% 
6% 

90% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
<1% 

0% 

0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
2?: 
0% 

Q) 

> 
.,.;"C: 
... Q) 

'" N I-< 
1-<"'; 0 
... I-< ... 
'" 0 ... '" Source of total .,.;.e "'1-<"0 expenditures I:: ... I-< ... Q) Expenditure of .,.; ;j .,.; CI) ... 

i3 '" .... .,.;1:: state-level "0 Cl.,.; Programs 
'" Q) 

Q)"'; 0 administrative office u ... i3 a. administered 1-<.,.; "'"0 a. "' .... Authorization ~ '" '" Operation of office by office Q) .... For year >< 0 . State for office $ Amount ending: State/Federal/OtherIState/Federal/Other 
NEW JERSEY 1948 Cons tit ..... 
NEW MEXICO ••••• 
NEW yORK ••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA • 

NORTH DAKOTA 

OHIO ••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA ••••••• 
OREGON ••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA ••• 
RHODE ISLAND ••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA • 
SOUTH DAKOTA ••• 
TENNESSEE •••••• 
TEXAS •••••••••• 
UTAH ••••••••••• 

VERMONT •••••••• 
VIRGINIA ..... " 
WASHINGTON ••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA •• 
WISCONSIN •••••• 

WYOMING •••••••• 
AMERICAN SAMOA. 
DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA ••••• 
GUAM ••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO •••• 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 

1959 
1978 
1965 

1971 

1955 

1967 
1971 
1968 
1969 

1973 
1974 
1963 
1977 
1973 

1967 
1952 
1957 
1945 
1962 

ution 
Statute 
Cons titution 
Constitution 

and statute 
Constitution 

and statute 

Constitution 
and statute 

Constitution 
Statute 
Constitution 
Statute 

Cons titution 
Constitution 
Statute 
Statute 
Statute 

Statute 
Statute 
Statute 
Statute 
Statute 

1948 
1959 
1955 
1954 

1971 

1955 

1967 
1971 
1968 
1969 

1973 
1974 
1964 
1977 
1973 

1967 
1952 
1957 
1975 
1962 

1974 Court rule 1974 
1977 Court rule 1977 

1971 Statute 
(Information not 
1952 Statute 
1973 Statute 

1971 
available) 

1952 
1973 

$26,519,468 
$ 2,613,000 
$ 7,192,545 
$64,830,830 

$ 341,232 

$ 1,644,976b 

$10,232,385 
$ 6,250,000 
$66,314,000 
$ 904,684 

$ 9,453,353 
$ 408,871 
$ 677,600 
$ 392,328 
$ 337,400 

$ 244,200 
$32,677,537 
$ 7,354,000 
$ 424,919 

(Inforna tion not 

$ 78,655 
$ 41,501 

6/80 
6/79 
3/79 
6/79 

6/79 

6/79 

6/79 
6/79 
6/79 
6/79 

6/79 
6/79 
6/79 
9/79 
6/79 

6/79 
6/79 
7/80 
6/79 
available) 

100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

98% 

100% 

98% 
100% 

72% 
71% 

96% 
100% 

41% 
71% 
73% 

78% 
84% 
65% 

100% 

6/79 87% 
9/79 20% 

9/79 Or. 
9/79 94% 
6/79 99% 

$ 2,675,200 
$ 553,243 
$ 4,157,412 
(Info rma tion not available) 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

2% 

0% 

2% 
0% 

28% 
29% 

4% 
0% 

59% 
29% 
27% 

22% 
16% 
33% 

0% 

13% 
69% 

0% 
6% 
1% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
2% 
0% 

0% 
lU 

100% 
0% 
0% 

95% 
29% 

100% 
96% 

40% 

100% 

98% 
95% 
61% 
13% 

100% 
30% 
41% 
or. 
5% 

78% 
98% 

100% 
100% 

2% 
0% 

0% 
96% 
99% 

5% 
71% 

0% 
4% 

60% 

0% 

2% 
5% 

39% 
87% 

0% 
70% 
59% 

0% 
95% 

22% 
2% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

98% 0% 
0% 100% 

0% 0% 
4% O~I, 

1% 0% 

Note: Figures were rounded to the nearest whole number or percent. 

ab
The position of Director of the Administrative Office of 
This figure i the Courts in Nevada was vacant from 1973 to 1977. s an aggregate amount for several agencies, 

one of which is the state court administrative office. 
Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff search of statutes. 
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Table 22: Personnel of state-level court administrative office, ~ ~30. 
Number of full-time equivalent professionals by position. 

Number of full-time equivalent professionals by function 

State 

ALABAMA •••••••••••••• 40. a 

ALASKA ••••••••••••••• 32.8 

ARIZONA •••••••.•• !!... 14.0 

ARKANSAS ••••••••••••• 10.0 

en 
QJ 

oM 
W 
',-4 

> 
.,-4 
w 
u 

'" 

7.0 

1.5 

2.0 

2.0 

CALIFORNIA ••••••••••• 54.0 10.0 

COLORADO ••••••••••••• 40.0 2.8 

CONNECTICUT •••••••••• 51.0 5.0 

DELAWARE ••••••••••••• 11.6 2.0 

FLORIDA •••••••••••••• 13.0 2.0 

GEORGIA •••••••••••••• 19.0 1.6 

HAWAII ••••••••••••••• 29. a 2.0 

IDAHO •••••••••••••••• 5.0 1.0 

ILLINOIS ••••••••••••• 11.0 1.1 

INDIANA •••••••••••••• 2. a 2. oa 

IOWA ................. 15.5 1.0 

KA.NSAS ••••••••••••••• 12.0 1.0 

KENTUCKy ••••••••••••• 284.0 1. a 

LOUISIANA •••••••••••• 7.8 1.3 

MAINE •••••••••••••••• 11. a 1.0 

MARyLAND ••••••••••••• 28.5 3.5 

6.0 

5.5 

0.5 

3.6 

1.0 

11.8 

13. a 

7.6 

0.0 

2.6 

9.0 

2.0 

1.3 

0.0 

2.0 

1.9 

17.8 

2.0 

0.5 

11. a 

w 
H 
o 
Q.en 
Q.QJ 
:::l U 
en '::;I 
w j.., 
H QJ 
:::l en 
o 
u 

10.0 

1.5 

6.0 

0.0 

7.0 

4.8 

14.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.6 

0.0 

0.0 

1.3 

213.5 

0.0 

5.0 

4.0 

90 

8.0 

8.5 

1.0 

1.4 

11. a 

11. a 

6.0 

1.0 

3.0 

2.4 

6.0 

1.0 

1.3 

0.0 

2.5 

2.0 

25.0 

1.0 

1.6 

0.8 

2.0 5.0 1.0 

8.5 5.0 1.0 

1.0 1.0 0.3 

0.8 0.6 0.4 

4.0 2.0 0.0 

2.0 2.2 0.5 

2.0 4.0 1.0 

0.0 1.0 0.0 

2.0 1.0 1.0 

2.8 0.4 1.3 

3.0 5.0 2.0 

1.0 0.0 0.0 

1.4 1.0 1.5 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.5 0.0 0.0 

1.0 2.9 0.9 

12.0 6.0 1.0 

0.0 0.0 1.0 

0.2 1.2 0.0 

3.5 0.7 0.0 

1.0 

1.2 

2.2 

1.2 

18.0 

5.0 

6.0 

2.0 

4.0 

3.8 

2.0 

0.0 

1.8 

0.0 

9.5 

1.0 

7.8 

2.5 

1.5 

5.0 

.\, 

Number of full-time equivalent professionals by function 

State 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••••• 45.0 2.0 18.0 1. a 13.0 1.0 4.0 1.8 
MICHIGAN ••••••••••••• 72.0 9.0 44.0 3.0 6.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 
MINNESOTA •••••••••••• 27.2 1.0 13.0 2.2 2.0 0.8 0.0 1.5 
MISSISSIPPI •••••••••• 5.0 0.5 1. a 0.0 0.0 

1.0 0.0 0.1 
MISSOURI ••••••••••••• 28.5 9.4 5.4 2.6 2.4 

1. a 3.3 1.5 
MONTANA •••••••••••••• (Information not available) 

NEBRASKA ••••••••••••• 4.0 4. oa 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
NEVADA .............. . 7.0 1.8 0.0 2.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ••••••••• 4.0 0.4 1.2 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.6 0.2 
NEW JERSEY ••••• II •••• 75.0 2.0 29.0 7.0 6.0 5.0 8.0 1.0 
NEW MEXICO It. 1 ••• 1 ••• 15.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 

4.0 5.0 
NEW yORK ............. 216. a 9.4 16.6 9.0 37.0 49.6 38.6 2.5 
NORTH CAROLINA ••••••• 46. a 3.0 7.0 1.0 22.0 7.0 2.0 0.0 
NORTH DAKOTA ••••••••• 5.0 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.0 0.0 
OHIO ••••••••••••••••• 5.9 1.2 0.5 0.3 0.4 1.2 1.8 0.3 
OKLAHOMA ............. 4. a 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 
OREGON ••••••••••••••• 11. a 1.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 4.0 2.0 1. a 
PENNSYLVANIA ••• II •••• 27.0 1.0 3.0 3.5 2.5 7.0 3.0 1.0 
RHODE ISLAND I,. II •••• 27.0 1.2 1.4 0.6 1.4 

16.4 3.2 0.4 
SOUTH CAROLINA ••••••• 11.0 5.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 

4.2 

0.0 

5.7 

2.4 

2.8 

0.0 

2.0 

1.0 

17.0 

0.5 

53.4 

4.0 

2.0 

0.2 

0.0 

2.0 

6.0 

2.4 

1.0 
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Table 22: Personnel of state-level court administrative office, 1980 (continued) 

Number of full-time equivalent profeSSionals by function 
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I: 4-< ro ::I til I: ro ::I ro I-< ..orl ro ro 0 ro I: 0 ..-i '" Q} ::I rl Eo< l:: H U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

State 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••••••••• 10.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 
TENNESSEE ............ 16.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 6.0 1.0 1.5 1.0 1.5 
TEXAS ................ 7.0 1. a 1.2 0.5 1.2 0.0 0.3 1. a 1.8 
UTAH ................. 4.0 1.2 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.5 
VERNONT •••••••••••••• 7.0 1. a 0.6 0.8 2.3 0.4 0.5 0.2 1.1 
VIRCINIA ............. 19.5 2.0 4.0 3.0 4.0 1.0 2.0 a 3.5 
WASHINGTON ........... 52.0 39.0 9.0 4.5 3.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 7.5 
WEST VIRCINIA •••••••• 5.0 5.0a 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
WISCONSIN ............ (Information not available) 

WYOMING .............. 3.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 1.2 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.7 
AMERICAN SAMOA •••••••• (Information not available) 

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA ••••••••••• 104.0 2.0 14. a 49.0 17. a 1.0 4.0 2.0 15. a 

CUAM ••••••••••••••••• 13.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 8.0 0.6 1.8 0.5 1.6 
PUERTO RICO ...... " ... 137.0 5.0 18.0 36.0 16.5 7.0 20.0 5.0 29.5 
VIRCIN ISLANDS ··".e. (Information not available) 

Note: All figures on this chart represent full-time equivalent 
to nearest tenth. 

(FTE) persons and were rounded 

aIn this office, administrative personnel (the director and deputies or assistants) perrorm all functions. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 
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Table 23: Functions of state-level court administrative office, 1980. 
Management and information system activities, court support 
services, finance and budget, personnel, education and training, 
public information and liaison, and planning and research activities. 

Activities and services AL AK AZ AR CA CO CT DE 
MANACEMENT ACTIVITIES: 

Appears befo re legislative commi ttees dealing wi th court-
related legislation ................................ ; ......... A A SI A A A A Obtains sponsors for legislation relating to work ...... -........ , . A A A A A A Represents judiciary before agencies of the executive branch ... A A A A A A S Recommends to court of last resort the creation or dissolution 
of judgeships ................................................. CL A A Recommends to the court of last resort the aSSignment of 
judges ........................................................ CL A C A IC Nominates trial court adminis tra tors for selection by trial 
courts ........................... , ........................... CL C A C 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS ACTIVITIES: 
Responsible for records management systems ...................... CL A SI A SIC Responsible for managing data proceSSing ••••••••••••••••••••• t. CL A SI SI A SIC A Responsible for forms design ................................ " .. CL A SIC A A SIC Responsible for managing information systems .................... CL A S SIC A SIC A Establishes records for automated administrative systems ....... CL A SI SI A SIG A RespoTI'sible for budgeting financial requirements of state 

informaCion system ........................ , ................... CL A SI A SIC A Responsible fol:' statewide inventory control (If f ac ili ties/ 
equipment 

•• ••••••••••• •••• 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• CL A SI A SIC S 
COURT SUPPORT SERVICES: 

Provides secretariat services to boards and committees ......... A S SIC A A A Researches court organization and function ..................... CL A A A A A Supplies reports and documents to the legislature as required .. GL A S A A A A A Provides technical assistance to court jurisdiction ............ IGL I IGL ICL CL ICL Hanages physical facilities for courts ......................... A A SI SIC A Supervises probation sel:'vices 
••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• A A Supervises court reporter services ............................. CL A SIC Responsible for managing indigent defense ...................... A Assists court in exercise of its rule making function .......... A A S A SIC 

FINANCE AND BUDCET ACTIVITIES: 
Prepares budget for submission to the court of last resort . .... A S SI A A S Conducts audit of judicial expenditures ........................ A A SIC Requires accounting and budge t report f l:'OIn the courts .......... A A A A SIC Approves l:'equisitions for capital equipment/construction ....... CL A S A A SIC De te rmines compensation for nonjudicial court personel ......... CL A A SIC 

PERSONNEL SERVICES: 
Establishes qualifications for nonjudicial court personnel ..... CL A A SIC 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES: 
Responsible for judicial tl:'aining programs and seminars ........ A A A A A A SIC Responsible for nonjudicial training programs and seminars ..... A A A A A SIC Responsible for managing state law libra ries ................... A 

PUBL IC INFORHATION AND LIAr SON ACTIVITIES: 
Disseminates information on court operations to the media and 

public ....................................................... A A A A A A A A Disseminates information on court decisions 
to the media and public .. , ................................... A SI SI A A 

PLANNINC AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES: 
Responsible for court planning and grant management ............ CL A S SI A SIC A Colleets/analyzes/publishes court caseload statistics .......... CL A A A A A SIC A Requires case load reports from the courts ...................... CL A A A A A SIC A Collects statistics on expend~tut'es of state .................... CL A A A 

Key: 

A = All courts 
S = Courts of last resort 
I = Intermediate appellate courts 

C = Courts of general jurisdiction 
L = Courts of limited or special jurisdiction 
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Table 23: Functions of state-level court administrative office, 1980 (continued) 

Activities and services 

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES: 
Appears before legislative committees dealing with court-

r ela t ed legi sla t ion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Obtains sponsors for legislation relating to work •••••••••••••• 
Represents judiciary before agencies of the executive branch ••• 
Recommends to court of last resort the creation or dissolution 

of judgeships •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recommends to the court of last resort the assignment of 

judges ••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nominates trial court administrators for selection by trial 

c.ourts ••..••.......•....••••.•.•........•.•...•.......•.•••.. 

INFORMATION SYSTEJoIS ACTIVITIES: 
Responsible for records management systems ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Responsil~e for managing data processing ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Responsible for forms design •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Responsible for managing information systems ••••••••••••••••••• 
Establishes records for automated administrative systems ••••••• 
Responsible for budgeting financial requirements of state 

information system ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Responsible for statewide inventory control of facilities' 

equipment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

COURT SUPPORT SERVICES: 
Provides secretariat services to boards and committees ••••••••• 
Researches court organization and function ••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Supplies reports and documents to the legislature as required •• 
Provides technical assistance to court jurisdiction •••••••••••• 
}Ianages physical facilities for courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supervises probation services ••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supervises court reporter services ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Responsible for managing indigent defense ••••••.•••••..•••••••• 
Responsible for managing indigent defense •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Assists court in exercise of its rule making function •••••••••• 

FINANCE AND BUDGET· ACTIVITIES: 
Prepares budget for submission to the court of last re"ort ••••• 
Conducts audit of judicial expenditures •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requires accounting and budget report from the courts ••••••.••• 
Approves requisitiona for capital equipment/construction ••••••• 
Determines compensation for nonjudicial court personnel •••••••• 

PERSONNEL SERVICES: 
Establishes qualifications for nonjudicial court personnel •...• 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES: 
Responsible for judicial training programs and seminars •••••••• 
Responsible for nonjudiCial training programs and seminars .•••• 
Responsible for managing state law libraries ••••••••••••••••••• 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND LIAISON ACTIVITIES: 
Disseminates information on court operations to the media and 

public ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disseminates information on court decisions 

to the media and public ••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PLANNING AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES: 
Responsible for court planning and grant management •••••.•••••• 
Collects/analyzes/publishes court caseload statistics •••••••••• 
Requires caseload reports from the courts •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Collects statistics on expenditures of state ••••••••••••••••••• 
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Table 24: State-court administrators, 1980. 
Qualifications, appointing authority, and salary. 

State 

ALABAMA •••••••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••.•..•••.••.• 
ARIZONA •••••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS ••••••••••••••• 

________ ~Q_u_a __ lifications for State Court Admin;;1~;tor 

Education 

Law degree or admission to bar 
College, Law degrees 
College, Law degrees 

Law degree, admission 
to state bar 

experience 

Administration 
Court administration 

None 
Practice law for 6 years, 
at least 28 years of age, 
state resident 2 years 

be 
and 

CALIFORNIA ••••••••••••• Law degree Judge or practice of law for 

COLORADO ••••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT •••••••••••• 
DELAWARE ••••••••••••••• 
FLORIDA •••••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA •••••••••••••••• 

HAWAII ••••••••••••••••• 
IDAHO ••••••••• , ___ ••• , , •• 
ILLINOIS ••••••• , ••••••• 
INDIANA ............... . 
IOWA ••••••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS ••••••••••••••••• 

KENTUCKy ••••••••••••••• 

LOUISIANA •••••••••••••• 
MAINE •••••••••••••••••• 
MARyLAND ••••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTsa ••••••••• 
MICHIGAN ••••••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA •••••••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI ........•..• 
MISSOURI ••••••••••••••• 

None 
None 
None 

College, Law degrees 
None 

!lone 
College, Law degrees 
College, Law degrees 
College, Law degrees 
College, Law degrees 

College and Law degree or 
admission to bar 

College and Law degree 

None 
None 
None 

Law degree 
College degree 

College, Law degrees 
College, Law degrees 

None 

.)" 

10 years 

None 
None 
None 
None 
None 

None 
Court administration 

None 
NOI·n 
None 

Administration 

Adminis t ra tion, 
8 years law practice, 

and 35 years of age 
None 
None 
None 

None 
Court administrlltion 

None 
None 
None 

Appointing authority 

Chief J-,;3tice 
Chief Justice (approved by court) 
Court of last resort 
Chief Justice (approved by Judicial 
Council) 

Judicial Council 

Court of last resort 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 
Court of last resort 
Judicial Council 

Chief Justice (approved by court) 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 

Chief Justice 

Chief Justice 

Court of last resort 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 

Annual salary 

$34,515 
$68,068 
$44,308 
$33,143 

$62,892 

$41,500 
$44,520(if a judge) 
$34,500 
$38,200 
$39,500 

$40,000 
$37,2'15 
$53,000 
$37,550 
$35,000 

$34,750 

$46,776 

$55,712 
$34,200 
$48,700 

$42,500 
$60,384 
$47,000 
$41,000 
$43,600 

I-
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r" MONTANA •••••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA ••••••••••••••• 
NEVADA ••••••••••••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ••••••••.• 
NEW JERSEy ••••••••••••• 

NEW MEX.ICO ••••••••••••• 
NEW yORK ••••••••••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA ••••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA ••••••••••• 

OHIO ••••••••••••••••••• 

OY-LAHOMA ••••••••••••••• 
OREGON ••••••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA ••••••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND ••••••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA ••••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••••• , ••••• 

TENNESSEE ••••••••••••.• 
TEXAS •••••.•••••••••••• 
UTAH ••••••••••••••••••• 
VERMONT ••••••••••••.••• 

VIRGINIA ••••••••••••••• 

WASHINGTON ••••••••••••• 

WEST VIRGINIA •••••••••• 
IHSCONSIN •••••••••••••• 
WyOMING •••••••••••••••• 

Al'lERICAN SAMOA ••••••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUHBIA '" 

GUAM ••••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO •••••••••••• 
VIRGIN ISLANDS ......... 

None 
Nonf' 

Law degree 
(Does not apply. 

College, Law, and Business or 
Public Administration degrees 

None 
None 

College, Law degrees 
College, and Business or 

Public Administration degree 
College 

College, Law degrees 
None 

College, Law degrees 
None 
None 

College, Business or Public 
Administration, and Law degrees 

College, Law degrees 
None 
None 

Law degree or admission to bar 

College, Law degrees or 
admission to bar 

None 

College, Law degrees 
College degree 

College degree and graduate work 
in relevant field 

None 
None 
None 

There is no provision for a state 
Judge 

None 
None 

None 
Court administration 

None 

~:one 

None 
None 
None 
None 

Court administration 

Judge 
None 

Administration 
None 

Practice law for 5 years 

None 

Hone 
Court administration 

5 years 

Court of last resort 
Chief Justice 
Court of last resort 

court administrator in New Hampshire.) 
Chief Justice 

Court of last resort 
Chief Justice (with advice and 

consent of Administrative Board 
of Counties) 

Chief Justice 
Court of last resort 

Court of last resort 

Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Chief Justice 
Chief Justice 

Court of last resort 

Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 

Court of last resort 

Court of last resort (list 
submitted by Governor) 

Court of las t reso rt 
Court of last resort 
Court of last resort 

(Does not apply. There is no provision for a state-level administrator in American Samoa.) 

$25,000 
$30,000 
$30,250 

$56,000 

$35,000 
$65,259 

$48,504 
$34,782 

$50,107 

$45,000 
$34,416 
$50,000 
$32,271 
$40,831 

$39,000 

$52,983 
$37,200 
$36,000 
$35,550 

$47,000 

$40,200 

$38,000 
$51,372 
$26,160 

None None Joint Commission on Judicial $49,050 

(lnforma tion not ava ila ble) 
College degree 

(Information not available) 
None 

Administration with concurrence 
of Chief Judges 

Chief Justice $34,896 

to $43,908 

to $44,493 

aData on this chart for Massachusetts is given for the position of Administrator of Courts for the Trial Court. There also exists the position of Chief 
Administrative Justice of the Trial Court who is required to be a justice of one of the departments of the trial court. He is selected by the Supreme 
Judicial Court and serves a 7-year term at an annual salary of $47,000. 

Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff reView of state statutes; Robert G. Neiland and RachelN. Doan, State Court Administrative Offices (Chicago, 
Illinois: The American Judicature Society, 1979) • 

. )" 

, 



~---------.--~~----------------------------.------------------------------------------------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------~ 

Table 25: Budget and fiscal authority of the judicial branch, 1980. 

State 

ALABAHA ••••••••••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA ••••••••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS •••••••••••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA •••••••••••••••• 

COLORADO •••••••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT ••••••••••••••• 
DELAWARE •••••••••••••••••• 
FLORIDA ••••••••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA ••••••••••••••••••• 

HAI{AII ................... . 
IDAHO ••••••••••••••••••••• 
ILLINOIS •••••••••••••••• ,. 
INDIANA ••••••••••••••••••• 
IOWA •••••••••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS •••••••••••••••••••• 
KENTUCKy •••••••••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA ••••••••••••••••• 
MAINE ••••••••••••••••••••• 
MARyLAND •••••••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••••••••• 
MICHIGAN •••••••••••••••••• 
HINNESOTA ••••••••••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI .............. . 
MISSOURI •••••••••••••••••• 

MONTANA ••••••••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA •••••••••••••••••• 
NEVADA •••••••••••••••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ••••••••••••• 
NEW JERSEY •••••••••••••••• 

NEW MEXICO •••••••••••••••• 
tlEW yORK •••••••••••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA •••••••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA •••••••••••••• 
OHIO •••••••••••••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA •••••••••••••••••• 
OREGON •••••••••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA •••••••••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND •••••••••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA •••••••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA •••••••••••••• 
TENNESSEE •••••••.••••••••• 
TEXAS ••••••••••••••••••••• 
UTAH •••••••••••••••••••••• 
VERMONT ••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA •••••••••••••••••• 
WASHINGTON •••••••••••••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA ••••••••••••• 
WISCONSIN ••••••••••••••••• 
WyOMING ••••••••••••••••••• 

AllERICAN SAllOA •••••••••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA •••••• 
GUA11 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO .............. . 
VIRGIN ISLANDS •••••••••••• 

Key: X = Affirmative. 

Statutory treatment of judicial 
branch's budget submission 

Same as 
"one of 

many" 
executive 

branch 
agencies 

X 

X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

Separate 
and co­

equal to 
executive 

branch 
budget 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Separa te 
and not 

equal to 
execu ti ve 

branch 
budget 

X 

X 

(Information not available) 
X 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
(Information not available) 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

(Information not available) 

Must execu­
tive branch 

approve 
transfer of 
funds across 

budget 
categories? 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 
No 

No 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
lin 

No 
No 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
No 

No 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 
No 

No 

No 
Yes 
No 
No 

Extent of 
authority of 
statewide 

fiscal admin­
istration 

Total 
Total 
Limited 
Limi ted 
Total 

Total 
Limited 
Limited 
Limited 
Limited 

Total 
Total 
Total 
Limited 
Total 

Limited 
Total 
Limited 
Total 
Limited 

Limited 
Limited 
Limited 
Limited 
Total 

Limited 
Limited 
Limited 
Limited 

Limited 
Total 
Total 
Total 
Limited 

Limited 
Total 
Total 
Limi ted 
Limited 

Total 
Total 
Limited 
Limited 
Limited 

Limited 
Limi ted 
Total 

Limited 

Limited 
Limited 
Total 
Total 

Sa~e = Judicial branch follows the executive branch'a fiscal administrative procedures. 

Similarity of 
fiscal procedures 
between judicial 

and executive 
branches 

Similar 
Simila r 
Same 
Same 
Similar 

Similar 
Same 
Same 
Simila r 
Similar 

Similar 
Similar 
Similar 
Different 
Similar 

Same 
Similar 
Different 
Similar 
Simila r 

Similar 
Simila r 
Same 
Same 
Simila r 

Similar 
Similar 
Same 
Same 

Same 
aimilar 
S imila r 
Similar 
Same 

Same 
Similar 
Simll'l r 
Same 
Same 

Similar 
Same 
Same 
Same 
Sam~ 

Same 
Same 
Different 

Same 

Same 
Same 
Simila r 
Similar 

Similar = Judicial branch sets its OWn fiscal administrative procedures which are similar to those of 
the executive branch. 

Different Judicial branch sets its own fiscal administrative procedures which are different from those of 
the executive branch. 

Source: SCate Court Administrators. 

), 

Table 26: Audit procedures of the judicial branch, 1980. 

State 

ALABAMA ••••••••••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA ••••••••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS •••••••••••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA •••••••••••••••• 

COLORADO ••••••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT ••••••••••••••• 
DELAWARE •••••••••••••••••• 
FLORIDA ••••••••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA .................. . 

HAI{AU •••••••••••••••••••• 
IDAIIO ••••••••••••••••••••• 
ILLINOIS ••••• ' •••• '" •••••• 
INDIANA ••••••••••••••••••• 
101iA •••••••••••••••••••••• 

" KANSAS •••••••••••••••••••• 
KENTUCKy •••••••••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA ••••••••••••••••• 
MAINE ••••••••••••••••••••• 
MARyLAND •••••••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••••••••• 
MICHIGAN •••••••••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA ••••••••••••••••• 
MISS[SS[PPI ••••••••••••••• 
MISSOURI ...•.......•....•. 

~[QNTANA ••••••••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA •••••••••••••••••• 
NEVADA ................... . 
NEW HAHPSHIRE ••••••••••••• 
NEW JERSEy ............... . 

NEW HEXICO 
NEW yORK •••••••••••••••••• 
NORTI! CAROLINA •••••••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA •••••••••••••• 
OHIO •••••••••••••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA •••••••••••••••••• 
OREGON •••••••••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA •••••••••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND •••••••••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA •••••••••••• 

SOUTII DAKOTA •••••••••••••• 
TENNESSEE ••••••••••••••••• 
TEXAS ••••••••••••••••••••• 
UTAI! •••••••••••••••••••••• 
VERMONT ••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA ................ .. 
HASIlINGTOil •••••••••••••••• 
H"ST VIR(aNIA ••••••••••••• 
WISCOtlStN ................ . 
l/ym1ING ••••••••••••••••••• 

AHERICAN SAHOA •••••••••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA •••••• 
GU~I •••••••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO .............. . 
VIRGIN ISLANDS •••••••••••• 

Key: X = Affirmative. 

Executive branch 

Prescribes Prescribes 
procedures Performs internal 

for pre- audit 
pre-audit audit procedures 

X 
o 

X 

o 
X 
X 

o 
X 
X 
o 
X 

o 
X 

X 

X 

X 

o 
X 

o 

X 
X 
X 

o 

o 

x 
X 
o 

X 

X 

X 
X 

o 
o 
o 
o 
X 

o 
X 
X 
o 

o 
X 
X 
o 

X 
o 
o 
X 
o 

x 

X 

(Informa tion not available) 
X 

X 

X 

o 

X 
X 

X 
o 

X 
o 
o 

o 
(Information not available) 

o 
o 
X 
X 

x 

X 0 

X 
o 
o 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
o 
X 

o 
o 
X 
X 

o 

o 

o 
(Information not available) 

o 0 X 

o 
X 

o 

X 

o 

(Information not available) 
(Information not available) 

o = Executive branch not involved in process. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 

Performs 
internal 
audit 

o 
o 
o 
o 
X 

o 

X 
o 
X 

o 

o 
X 

o 
o 

o 

X 

X 
X 

X 

o 
o 

X 
X 
o 

o 

X 
o 
o 

o 
X 
o 
X 
X 

X 
o 
o 

o 
X 
X 

Legislative branch 
performs post-audi t 

of judiciary 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 
Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 
No 

No 

Yes 
Yes 
No 
No 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 
No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 
No 
Yes 
Yes 



Table 27: Records and fiscal procedures of the judicial branch, l' 980. 

State 

ALABAMA •••••••••••••• 
ALASKA ••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA •••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS ••••••••••••• 
CAL IFORNIA ••••••••••• 

COLORADO ••••••••••••• 
CONNECTICUT •••••••••• 
DELAWARE ••••••••••••• 
FLORIDA •••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA •••••••••••••• 

HAWAII ••••••••••••••• 
IDAIIO •••••••••••••••• 
ILLINOIS ••••••••••••• 
INDIANA •••••••••••••• 
IOIIA ••••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS ••••••••••••••• 
KENTUCKy ••••••••••••• 
LOUISIANA ........... . 
MAINE •••••••••••••••• 
HARYLAND ••••••••••••• 

HASSACHUSETTS •••••••• 
MICHIGAN ••••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA •••••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI •...•.•... 
MISSOURI ••••••••••••• 

MONTANA •••••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA ••••••••••••• 
NEVADA ••••••••••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE •••••••• 
NEW JERSEy ••••••••••• 

NEW MEXICO ••••••••••• 
NEW yORK ••••••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA ••••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA ••••••••• 
OHIO ••••••••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA ••••••••••••• 
OREGON ••••••••••••••• 
PENNSYLVANIA ••••••••• 
RHODE ISLAND ••••••••• 
SOUTH CAROLINA ••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••••••••• 
TENNESSEE •••••••••••• 
TEXAS •••••••••••••••• 
UTAIi ••••••••••••••••• 
VERMONT •••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA ••••••••••••• 
WASHINGTON ••••••••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA •••••••• 
WISCONSIN •••••••••••• 
WYOMING •••••••••••••• 

AMERICAN SAMOA •••.••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA • 
GUAM ••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO •••••••••• 
VIRGIN ISLANDS ••••••• 

Type of accounting 
system used 

Integrated 
Integrated 
Executive 
Executive 
Independent 

Execu tive 
Executive 
Integrated 
Integrated 
Indeoendent 

Integrated 
Integrated 
Independent 
Independent 
Independent 

Executive 
Integrated 
Independent 
Integrated 
Execu tive 

Integrated 
Independen t 
Executive 
EKecutive 
Integrated 

Type of inventory 
control system and 
procedures used 

Executive 
EKecutive 
Executive 
Independent 
Independent 

Independent 
Independent 
Executive 
Independen t 
Independent 

Independent 
Independent 
Independent 
Independent 
Independent 

EKecu tive 
Independent 
Execu ti ve 
Executive 
Executive 

Independent 
Independent 
EKecutive 
Executive 
Independent 

(Information not available) 
EKecutive Executive 
Executive 
EKecutive 
Integrated 

Integrated 
EKecutive 
Integrated 
EKecuti ve 
Executive 

Integrated 
EKecutive 
Independent 
Integrated 
Integrated 

Integrated 
Integrated 
Integrated 
Executive 
Integrated 

Integrated 
Executive 
Independent 
(Information not 
Integrated 

Independent 
Integrated 
EKecuUve 
In tegra ted 
(Information not 

Executive 
EKecutive 
Independent 

Independent 
Independent 
Independent 
EKecutive 
EKecu ti Ve 

Executi·te 
ExecutiVe 
Independent 
Executive 
Executive 

Independent 
Independent 
Executive 
Independent 
Independen t 

Independent 
Independent 
Independen t 

available) 
Executive 

Independent 
Independent 
Independent 
Independent 

available) 

Payroll and personnel 
records/procedures 

Execu ti ve payroll/own penlOnnel 
Executive payroll and personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Independent 
Executive payroll/own personnel 

Independent 
State 
Executive payroll 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Independent 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Independent 
Independen t 
Executive payroll/own records 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Independent 
Independent 
Executive payroll/own personnel 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payrull/own personnel 
State 
Executive payroll/own personnel 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll and personnel 
Execut.ive payroll/own personnel 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
State 
Executive payroll/own personnel 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll and personnel 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll and personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 

Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Independent 

Executive payroll/own personnel 

Executive payroll and personnel 
Execu ti ve payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 
Executive payroll/own personnel 

Key: Independent· State judiciary maintains its own system, records, and procedures. 
Integrated· State judiciary system is integrated with an executive system. 
Executive· State judiciary uses executive branch's accounting system, but is not subject to 

eKecutive controls a~d procedures. 
Executive payroll/own records· State judiciary uses executive branch's payroll procedures, but 

maintains its own payroll and personnel records. 
Executive payroll and personnel - State judiciary uses executive branch's payroll procedures and 

personnel system. 
State - State judiciary uses independent state level agency or service bureau that services all 

branches of government. 

Source: State Court Administrators. 

Table 28: Purchasing procedures of the judicial branch, 1980. 

State 

ALABAHA ••••••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••••••••••• 
ARIZONA ••••••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS •••••••••••••• 
CALIFORNIA ........... . 

COLORADO •••••••.•••••• 
CONNECTICUT ••••••••••• 
DELAWARE •••••••••••••• 
FLORIDA ••••••••••••••• 
GEORGIA ••••••••••••••• 

HAWAII •••••••••••••••• 
IDAHO •••••.••••••••••• 
ILLINOIS •••••••••••••• 
INDIANA ••••••••••••••• 
IOWA .••••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS •••••• , ••••••••• 
KE'lTUCKY .••••••••••••• 
LOU ISIANA ••••••••••••• 
MAINE ••••••••••••••••• 
MARyLAND ............. . 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••••• 
HICHIGAN •••••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA ••••••••••••• 
HISSISSIPPI ........•.. 
MISSOURI •••••••••••••• 

MONTANA •••••••.••••••• 
NEBRASKA •••••••••••••• 
NEVADA., •••••••••••••• 
NEW HANPSHIRE ••••••••• 
NEli JERSEY •.•••••••••• 

NEW MEXICO •••••••••••. 
NEW yORK ••••••••.••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA •.•••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA •••••••••• 
OHIO •••••••••••••••••• 

OKLAHOHA ••.••••••••••• 
OREGON .............. .. 
PENNSYLVANIA ••••••.••• 
RHODE ISLAND ••.••••••• 
sounl CAROLINA •••••••• 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••••••.••• 
TENNESSEE •.••••••••••• 
TEXAS ............... .. 
UTAIi •••••••••••••••••• 
VEIUoIONT ••••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA •••••••••••••• 
WASHINGTON •••••.•••••• 
liEST VIRGINIA ••••••••• 
WISCONSIN ••••••••••••• 
WYOMING ••••••••••••••• 

AMERICAN S~MOA •••••••• 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ., 
GUAM •••••••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RI CO ••••••••••• 
VIRGIN ISLANDS ••••••.• 

Hust executive 
branch approve 
all payable 

vouchers? 

Yes 
No 
No 
No 

(Information 
not available) 

No 
No 
No 
Yes 
No 

No 
No 

Judicial branch 
purchasing 
procedures 

are: 

Simila r 
Different 
Similar 
Different 
Similar 

Similar 
Similar 
Same 
Similar 
Similar 

Similar 
Similar 

Yes Similar 
(Information not available) 
Ho Same 

Yes 
No 
tl0 
Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Same 
Same 
Different 
Same 
Similar 

Similar 
Similar 
Same 
Same (State) 
Similar 

(Information not available) 
Yes San,e (State) 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
110 
Yes 
Yes 

110 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
No 

(Informa ti on 
Yes 

No 
No 
tlo 
No 

(Information 

Sliilil,q r 
Similar 
Same 

Same 
Similar 
Same 
Similar 
Similar 

Same 
Similar 
Similar 
Same 
Same 

Similar 
Similar 
Same 
Same 
Similar 

Same 
Similar 
Different 

not available) 
Similar 

Same (State) 
Same 
Similar 
Similar 

not a vaila ble) 

Purchasing procedures 

Does judicia 1 
branch process all 

major purchases 
($5,000 or more) 
through the State 
purchasing office? 

Yes (Mandatory) 
No 
No 
No 

Yes (Voluntary) 

Yes 
No 
No 
No 
tlo 

No 
Yes (Voluntary) 

Ho 

Yes (Handatory) 

Yes (Handa tory) 
Yes 
Ho 

Yes (Mandatory) 
No 

Yes (Voluntary) 
No 

Yes (Volunta ry) 
Yes (Mandatory) 

No 

Yes (Voluntary) 
Yes (Voluntary) 

No 
Yes (Manda tory) 

No 
No 

Yes (Mandatory) 
Yes (Voluntary) 

No 

Yes (Mandatory) 
No 
tlo 

Yes (Mandatory) 
Yes (Mandatory) 

Yes (Voluntary) 
No 

Yes (Mandatory) 
Yes (Mandatory) 
Yes (Voluntary) 

Yes (Handa tory) 
Yes (Voluntary) 

No 

No 

Yes 
Yes (Mandatory) 

No 
No 

Executive branch 
must approve: 
all purchases 
(above $ ) 

Yes ($200) 

Yes ($100) 

Yes ($ 500) 

Yes ($35) 

Yes (all) 

Yes ($2,500) 

Yes ($500) 

Yes ($1,000) 
Yes (all) 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

(all) 
(all) 

($l00) 

($500) 

Yes ($2,000) 

Key: Similar = Judicial branch sets its own purchasing procedures which are similar to the executive branch. 
Different = Judicial branch sets its own purchasing procedures which are different from the executiVe branch 
Same = Judicial branch follows the executive branch's purchasing procedures. • 
Same (State) * Judicial branch uses independent state-level agency or service bureau that services all 

branches' purchasing procedures. 

Sour~e: State Court Administrators. 



Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences, 1980. 
Name, authority, and purpose. 

State Name 

ALABAMA ••••••••• Judicial System Study 
Commission 

ALASKA •••••••••• Judicial Councilt 

ARIZONA ••••••••• Commission on Judicial 
Qualification 

ARKANSAS •••••••• Judicia'l Council 

CALIFORNIA •••••• Judicial Council 

CONNECTICUT ••••• Judicial Review 
Council 

DELAWARE •••••••• Council on the 
Administration 
of Justicet 

Judicial Conference 

Meetings of Superior 
Court Judges 

FLORIDA ••••••••• Judicial Administra­
tion Commission 

Judicial Councilt 

GEORGIA ••••••••• Judicial Councilt 

HAWAII ••...••••• Judicial Councilt 

IDAHO ••••••••••• JUdicial Councilt 

ILLINOIS •••••••• Judicial Conference 

INDIANA ••••••••• Judicial Conference 

IOWA ............ Judicial Council 

Judicial Conference 

KANSAS .......... Judicial Conference 

Judicial Council 

KENTUCKy .••.•..• Judicial Council 

Judicial Conference 

LOUISIANA ••••••• Judicial Council 

Authority 

Statute 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Statute 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Statute 

Supreme Court 
rule 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Constitution 
and statute 

Statute 

Rule pursuant 
to statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Supreme Court 
rule 

104 

Purpose 

Study judicial system; make recommendations for 
improvement of administration of justice to 
legisla ture. 

Study judicial system for improvement in adminis­
tration; nominate candidates for judgeships. 

Review and investigate complaints against Justices 
of the Peace, Superior and appellate judges. 

Sponsor seminars for continuing legal education; 
endorse legislation to improve administration 
of justice. 

Chief administrative body of court system. The 
administrative director of the courts reports to 
the council. 

Discipline (removal, suspension, & censure) of 
state court judges. 

Study organization, rules, practice, and proce­
dure of all courts in the state. 

Study courts to improve administration of justice. 

Discuss operations of the court. (Required 
monthly. ) 

Chief administrative office of the court system. 

Study organization, procedure, practice, and rules 
of all courts in the state. 

Study court organization and rules of practice and 
procedure. 

Study administration of justice and report to the 
Supreme Court. 

Conduct studies to improve court system; report to 
Supreme Court and legislature; submit nomina­
tions for judgeships; recommend removal or dis­
cipline of judicial officers. 

Study business of court system and recommend 
measures for improvement. 

Discuss operation of courts and promote continuing 
education of judges. 

Consider administrative rules, directiVes, and 
regulations; recommend to Supreme Court for 
adoption. 

Study matters relating to administration of justice. 

Annual meeting of judiciary to discuss judicial 
business, to make justice more effective. 

Recommend probate, civil, criminal, and juvenile 
code; conduct research for court system. 

Study ways to improve administration of justice; 
recommend changes in rules and procedures. 

Study court system; receive reports and recom­
mendations from Judicial Council. 

Study court organization, rules, and procedure; 
recommend improvements. 

State Name 

MAINE ••••••••••• Judicial Council 

MASSACHUSETTS ••• Judicial Council 

Judicial Conference 

MICHIGAN •••••••• Judicial Conference 

MINNESOTA ••••••• Judicial Councilt 

Annual Council 
of Judges 

MISSISSIPPI ...... Conference of 
Mississippi Judges 

MISSOURI •••••••• Judicial Conference 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ••• Judicial Councilt 

NEW JERSEY ...... JUdicial Conference 

Conference of Judges 

NEW MEXICO •••••• Judicial Council t 

Judicial Conference 

NEW YORK •••••••• Judicial Conference 

Administrative Board 
of the Judicial 
Conference 

NORTH CAROLINA .• Judicial Councilt 

NORTH DAKOTA •••• Judicial Council 

OHIO •••••••••••• JUdicial Conference 

OREGON •••••••••• Judicial Conference 

PENNSYLVANIA •••• State Judicial 
Council 

RHODE ISLAND •••• Judicial Councilt 

Judicial Conference 

Authority 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Sta tute 

Statute 

Statute 

Mutual 
agreement 

Statute 

Statute 

Supreme Court 
rule 

Supreme Court 
rule 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Cons titu tioll 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Purpose 

Study organization, rules, and methods of 
practice and procedure. 

Study organization, rules, and methods of 
practice and procedure. 

Consider matters relating to judicial administra­
tion and improvement. 

Study need for changes in constitution, statutes, 
and court rules. 

Study organization, rules, and methods of prac­
tice and procedure. 

Consider improvements in administration of 
justice. 

Study administration of justice; promote uniform­
ity and efficiency in pleading, practice, and 
procedure. 

Study organization, rules, and methods of 
practice and procedure. 

Study administration of justice; devise ways to 
improve procedures; collect, analyze, and 
publish statistics. 

Assist Supreme Court in consideration of improve­
ments in practice and procedure and in adminis­
tration and organization. 

Hold conferences to make more uniform the opera­
tion of courts in the state. 

Study organization, rules, and methods of opera­
tion and administration. 

Discuss methods to improve administration of 
justice; make recommendations to legislature, 
Governor, and Supreme Court. 

Advise the Administrative Board; recommend to the 
Governor and legislature changes in statutes, 
rules, and practices. 

Administer the state court system. 

Study administration of courts; make recommenda­
tions for change to the legislature or the 
courts. 

Study operation of courts in state to see that 
procedures are simplified and business expedited. 

Consider problems in administration of justice 
and make recommenda t ions for improvemen t. 

Study organization, jurisdiction, procedures, and 
practices of courts in the state; hold an annual 
education session. 

Supreme Court Study administration of justice; make recommenda-
rule pursuant to tions to Supreme Court on matters referred by 
constitution court, or raised by Council sua sponte. 

Statute 

Statute 
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Study organization of Judicial system;. make 
recommendations to courts. 

Consider matters relating to judicial business 
and administration. 
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Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences, 1980 (continued) 

State Name 

SOUTH CAROLINA Judicial Councilt 

Supreme Court and 
Ci rcuit Court 
Conference 

SOUTH DAKOTA •••• Judicial Conference 

TEN~ESSEE •••••.• Judicial Council t 

Judicial Conference 

TEXAS , .......... Judicial Councilt 

UTAH •••••••••••• Judicial Council 

VERMONT •.••••••• Judicial Councilt 

VIRGINIA ........ Judicial Conference 
Judicial Conference 

for District Courts 
Judicial Council 

Committee on District 
Courts 

WASHINGTON ...... Judicial Conference 

Judicial Council 

Court Planning Council 

WEST VIRGINIA •.. Judicial Councilt 

WISCONSIN ••••••• Administrative Commit-
tee for the Court 
System 

Judicial Conference 

Judicial Councilt 

WYOMING ••••••••• Judicial Conference 

Judicial Council t 

DISTRICT OF Joint Committee on Ju-
COLUJ.!BIA ••••••• dicial Administration 

Judicial Conference 

Board of Judges 

Authority 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 
Statute 

Statute 

Sta tute 

Statute 

Statute 

Supreme Court 
rule 

Sta tute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Mutual 
agreement 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Statute 

Purpose 

Study organization of justice; collect and pub­
lish statistics. 

Revise rules of Circuit Courts and practice therein. 

Study organization, rules, methods, and practices 
of all courts; make recommendations to the 
Supreme Court. 

Study operation of judicial department; consider 
recommendations for improvement. 

Consider rules and laws to improve administration 
of justice; draft suitable legislation for the 
General Assembly. 

Study organization, rules, practices, and proce­
dures of civil jurisdiction courts. 

Develop uniform administrative policies for the 
courts of Utah. 

Study organization, rules, and methods of proce­
dure and practice of the court system. 

Discuss means to improve administration of justice. 
Discuss means to improve administration of justice. 

Study organization, rules, procedure, and prac­
tices of the judicial sys tem. 

Study organization, rules, procedure and practices of 
the District Courts and clerks offices; determine 
number of District Court judges, substitute judges, 
clerks offices and court personnel; establishes 
procedures and practices for District Courts. 

Consider matters relating to administration of 
justice. 

Study operation of judicial departments; make 
recommendation to Governor and legislature. 

Establish priorities for court improvement plans, 
review and approve federal funding projects, coor­
dinate and prepa~e an annual judicial system plan. 

Study organization, rules, and methods of prac­
tice and procedure; collect statistics. 

Review administration of all courLS in state. 

Study, problems in administration of justice; make 
recommendations for improvement; conduct 
instructive programs and seminars. 

Study pleading, practice, and procedure; make 
recommendations to Supreme Court and legislature. 

Study matters relating to administration of 
justice. 

Hold hearings on proposed rules and advise 
Supreme Court. 

Establish administrative policy of court system. 

Annual meeting to make recommendations for improve­
ment of the system. 

Determine internal operating policy of court. 

tOrganization is primarily composed of legislators, lawyers, or laymen rather than judges. 

Source: State Court Administrators; Research and Infor:71.ation SerVice, National Center for State Courts. 
106 

,l. 

Table 30: Description of grand juries, 1980. 

State 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA •••• 

ARIZONA 

ARKANSAS •• 

CALIFORNIA 

COLORADO •• 

CONNECTICUT 

DELAWARE •• 

FLORIDA ••• 

Selection process, size, number needed to indict, and scope of 
activity. 

Selection process 

Random selection from 
master lists compiled 
from voter registrations, 
drivers licenses, motor 
vehicle registration, 
utility customers, and 
property tax rolls 

Random selection from 
the lists of actual 
voters, tax rolls, and 
lists of trapping, 
hunting, and fishing 
licenses 

Random selection from 
registered voter lists, 
then questioned and 
s elected by judges. 
Statute authorizes 
statewide grand juries 

Discretion exercised by 
a 3 to 12-member citizen 
commission appointed by 
a circuit judge 

Discretion exercised by 
the Superior Court 
judges except in a few 
counties, including San 
Francisco, where the 
selection is random 
from the list of 
registered voters 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters, driver's 
license lists, and city 
directories, followed 
by questioning by the 
judge and district 
attorney. Statewide 
grand juries can be 
assembled 

Discretion, exercised by 
the county sheriff 

Random selection from 
lists of registered 
voters and other lists 
where necessary 

Discretion, exercised by 
county commissioners or 
jury commission 
(appointed by 
Governor); statewide 
grand juries can be 
impaneled 

Number of 
grand jurors 
needed to 

Size indict 

18 12 

12 to 18 Majority 
vote 

12 to 15 9 
(15 in Hari-
copa County 
[Phoenix) ) 

15 

23 in Los 
Angeles 
County; 
19 elsewhere 

Usually 12; 
occasionally 
as large as 
23 

18 

10 to 15 

15 to 18 

12 

14/23; 
12/19 

9/12; 
12/23 

12 

7/10; 
9/15 

12 
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Scope of 
acti vities 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations 
of local govern­
mental affairs 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations 
of local govern 
mental affairs 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations 
of local govern 
mental affai rs 

Investigations of 
local governmental 
affairs and indict­
ment considerations 
in fewer than 15 per­
cent of all felony 
matters. Serves 1 
year 

Investigation of 
controversial crimes, 
like police shootings 
and governmental 
corruption 

All crimes with sen­
tence of death or 
life imprisonment, 
occasional investi­
gations 

Criminal indictments, 
inves tiga tions. 
Serves for 1 year 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations of 
coun ty offices 

Is a grand jury indictment 
essential for all felony 
prosecutions (unless 
waived by the accused)? 

Yes (all wi th a 
potential sentence 
of more than a year) 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes (but only for 
crimes with a 
potential sentence 
of death or life 
imprisonment) 

Yes (With certain 
constitutional and 
!>tatutory excep­
tlons) 

Yes (but only for 
capiLal offenses) 



r 
r" State 

GEORGIA 

HAWAII •••• 

IDAHO ••••• 

ILLINOIS •• 

INDIANA ••• 

IO\,A ...... 

"'4.NSAS •••• 

KENTUCKY .• 

LOUISIANA • 

MAINE •••• 

,\, 

Selection process 

Discretion, exercised by 
commissioners, 
appointed by judge 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters, which may be 
supplemented with some 
names from other lists 

Random selection from 
registered voter list, 
utility list, and 
driver's license list 

Random selection from 
the registered voter 
list, followed by 
quest~oning about the 
time involved 

Random selection from 
voters registration 
list supplimented 
with other lists such 
as utility customers, 
property taxpayers, 
state income tax payees 
and others 

Random selection from 
lists of registered 
voters, tax assess­
ment lists, motor ve­
hicle operators, licen­
ses lists, and others 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters and/or census 
list 

Random selection from 
voter registration 
lists and current 
property tax rolls 

Discretion, exercised 
by citizen jury 
commission 

Random selection from 
voter registration 
lists fOllowed by 
questioning by a judge 
and the district 
attorney 

Size 

16 to 23 

18 to 23 

16 

23 (20 on 
supplemental 
panel) 

6 

7 

15 

12 

12 

13 to 23 

Number of 
grand jurors 
needed to 
indict 

Scope of 
activities 

Majority 
vote 

12 

12 

12 

5 

5 

12 

9 

9 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations of 
local governmental 
affairs, inspec­
tions. Sets salary 
for: certain jobs 

Criminal indictments 

PUblic offenses 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations 
of official 
misconduct 

Major felony cases 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations of 
prisons, conduct of 
public offiCials, 
highways 

All public offenses 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments 

12 Criminal indictments. 
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In Cumberland County 
(Portland) the 
grand jury serves 
for 1 year and meets 
for 5-10 days 3 
times a year 

Is a grand jury indictn~nt 
essential f'-,r all felony 
prosecutions (unless 
waived by the accused)? 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes (but only for 
capital offenses) 

Yes (except where a 
statutory excep­
tion is created) 
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Table 30: Description of grand juries, 1980 (continued) 

State 

HARYLAND 

Selection proc~ss 

Random selection from 
voter registration 
lists screened to see 
who can spare the time 

MASSACHUSETTS Random selection: 35 
names are drawn from the 
t rial jury lis t, which 
is assembled by discre­
tion; then a judge 
selects 23 persons 

HICHIGAN .• 

MINNESOTA • 

MISSISSIPPI 

MISSOURI •. 

MONTANA ••• 

NEBRASKA •. 

NEVADA •••• 

NEW 
HAHPSHIRE 

NEW JERSEY 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters (separate list 
maintained) 

Random ~election from 
voter registration 
lists 

Randomly selected names 
are screened carefully 
by the judges who make 
the final selection 

Random selection from 
tax rolls 

Random selection of 40 
names from the list of 
actual or registered 
voters, and from that 
list of 40, 16 are 
picked by the judge and 
jury commissioner 

Random selection, 
then screened as to 
their willingness to 
serve 

Random selection from 
the trial jury list, 
which is assembled by 
the discretion of 
t own officials 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters. Statute auth­
orizes statewide grand 
ju ries 

Number of 
grand jurors 

needed to 
Size indict 

23 12 

23 12 

13 to 17 (Also 9 
I-person 
[judge] grand 
juries) 

16 to 23 16 

15 to 20 12 

12 9 

11 10 

16 12 

17 12 

23 12 

23 12 
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Scope of 
activities 

Is a grand jury indictment 
essential for all felony 
prosecutions (unless 
waived by the accused)? 

Criminal indictments 
and inspects 
government 
agencies. It 
meets every day 
for 4 months 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments 
(infrequently) and 
investigations 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations of 
prisons and public 
officials 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations of 
local governmental 
affairs 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations, 
inspections, inquiries 
into governmental fis­
cal matters 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations, public 
officials, prisons 

Criminal indictments, 
county jail 

Criminal indictments 
and investigation of 
local governmental 
affairs 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations of 
subversive activities. 
Meets about 4 days 
every 2-3 months 

Criminal indictments, 
i nves tigations 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

-------------------~. ,,~~--~--

State 

NEW MEXICO 

NEW YORK .• 

NORTH 
CAROLINA • 

NORTH DAKOTA 

OHIO 

OKLAHOMA 

OREGON 

PENNSYLVANIA 

RHODE 
ISLAND 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

Selection process 

Random selection from 
the voter registration 
list followed by 
questioning .by a judge 

Specially selected from 
person& who have been 
qualified as trial 
jurors and who pass 
a police investigation 

Random selection from 
voter registrations, 
tax rolls, and other 
sources deemed to be 
reliable 

Random selection from 
lists of actual voters, 
holders of driver's 
licenses, utility cus­
tomers, and property 
taxpayers 

Random selection from 
the registered voter 
list followed by ques­
tioning 

Varies by county 

Random selection from list 
of registered voters 

Selected from voter regis­
tration lists, and some­
times interviewed by jury 
clerk and jury masters 

Random selection from 
voter registration list 
followed by art interview. 
Statewide grand juries 
are authorized 

Discretion, exercised by a 
ju ry cotnmi s sion compos ed 
of civil servants 

Size 

12 

16 to 23 

12 to 18 

8 to 11 

9 

12 

7 

15 to 23 

13 to 23 

18 

Number of 
grand jurors 
needed to 

indict 

8 

12 

12 

6 

7 

9 

5 

12 

12 

12 
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Scope of 
activities 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations. In 
Bernalillo County 
(Albuquerque) grand 
juries meet once a 
week for a 6-month 
term; elsewhere, 
they are called 
infrequently 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations into 
prisons and miscon­
duct of public 
officials. Serves 
for 1 month 

Criminal indictments, 
inspections of jails 
and other county 
agencies 

Criminal indictments, 
prisons, public 
officials. Only 
ra rely as sembled 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations 

Is a grand jury indictment 
essential for all felony 
prosecutions (unless 
wafved by the accused)? 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

of local governmental 
affairs. Can be 
called by petition 
of citizens 

Criminal indictments 
and inVestigations 
of public prisons 
and offices pertain­
ing to courts of 
jus tice 

~riminal indictments 
and investigations 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments 

No 

No (Counties are autho­
rized to abolish 
indicting grand 
juries and many 
have done so.) 

Yes (but only for 
ofrenaes punishable 
by death or 
life imprisonment) 

Yes 
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Table 30: Description of grand juries, 1980 (continued) 

State 

S OliTH DAKOTA 

TENNESSEE. 

TEXAS ••••• 

UTAH •••.•• 

VERMONT ••• 

VIRGINIA •• 

WASHINGTON. 

WEST 
VIRGINIA 

WISCONSIN. 

WYOMING ••• 

Selection process 

Random selection from the 
list of registered voters 

Size 

6 to 8 

Random selection from the 13 
trial jury lists, which are 
compiled by jury commis-
sioners without guidelines. 
The same person may serve as 
fore person for several 
years 

Discretion exercised by 
citizen jury commis­
ssioners, appointed 
by a judge 

Random selection from the 
official register of 
voters and other lists 
proscribed by the Utah 
Supreme Court 

Random selection from 
the lastest census 
enumeration, telephone 
directories, election 
records, and other gen­
eral sources of names 

12 

7 

18 

Judges choose names 5 to 7 

Random selection from 
voter registration list 

Discretion, exercised 
by a 2-member citizen 
jury commission (repre­
senting the 2 major 
political parties) 

Names selected by jury 
commissioners and then 
screened by judges. In 
Milwaukee County, ran­
dom selection from the 
registered voter list 

Random selection from 
the voter registration 
list. Statewide grand 
juries can be assembled 

12 to 17 

16 

17 

12 to 16 

Number of 
grand jurors 
needed to 
indict 

Scope of 
activities 

Is a grand jury indictment 
essential for all felony 
prosecutions (unless 
waived by the accused)? 

5 Criminal indictments, 
investigations of gov­
ernmental misconduct 

No 

12 

9 

5 

12 

4 

3/4 
of panel 

12 

12 

9 
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Criminal indictments 
and investigations 
of prisons, elec­
tions, and govern­
mental affairs 

Criminal indictments, 
inves tiga tions 

Criminal indictments, 
investigations, in­
spections (public 
prisons, willful and 
corrupt misconduct of 
public officials) 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments; 
investigates condi­
tions that promote 
criminal activities 
and misfeasance of 
governmental 
authority 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations of 
governmental affairs 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments 

Criminal indictments, 
inspections, 
investigations 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes (but only for 
offenses punishable 
by death or 
life imprisonment) 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

r\, 

State 

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA . 

PUERTO RICO 

Selection process 

Random selection from 
the list of registered 
voters, followed by 
questioning by a judge 
and sometimes by the 
U.S. Attorney 

Discretion by court-
appointed jury commiss­
ioners 

Size 

23 

12 to 15 

Number of 
grand jurors 

needed to 
indict 

12 

Majority 
vote 

Scope of 
activities 

Criminal indictments. 
Serves at least 2 
months. Frequently 
9 or 10 are 
operating at once 

Criminal indictments 
and investigations of 
government officials 
and 'lctivities 

Is a grand jury indictment 
essential for all felony 
prosecutions (unless 
waived by the accused)? 

Yes (for all crimes 
with a potential 
sentence of a year 
or more) 

Yes 

Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP Staff review of state statutes; Jon M. Van Dyke, Jury Selection 
Procedures, (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1977), Appendix B. 
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Table 31: Selection of trial jury pool, 1980. 
Selection process and sources used for master list. 

State 

A LABAl1A. • ~ •••••••••• 

ALASKA •••••••••••• 
ARIZONA ••••••••••• 
ARKANSAS •••••••••• 

CALIFORNIA •••••••• 
COLORADO •••••••••• 

CONNECTICUT ••••••• 

Selection process 

Random selection (some 
counties use drivers list 
exclusively) 

Random selection 
Random selection 
Discretion exercised by a 3 

to 12-member citizen jury 
commission appointed by a 
circuit judge 

Random selection 
Random selection (Uniform 
Jury Selection Act) 

Discretion, exercised by 
town civil servants 

Random selection 

.., 
'" .,.; 

....; 

J:: 
0 

.,.; .., 
I1l 
~ 
LJ 

'" .,.; 
00 
Q) 

~ 

~ 
Q) .., 
0 

:> 

X 

xa 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

~ 
0 .., 
tJ 
Q) 
~ 

.,.; 

"" Q) 

J:: 
0 .r:: 
0-
Q) 

....; 
Q) 

E-< 

X 

X 

.., 
'" .,.; 

....; 

Q) 

'" J:: 
Q) 

tJ 
.,.; 
....; 

"", 

~ 
Q) 

:> 
.,.; 
~ 

Q 

X 

X 

X 
X 

Sources used for master list 

'" ~ 
~ ~ 0 

0 .., .., 
'" tJ :I 

OJ tJ 
~ 

.,.; » 
't1 .., 

.,.; 
» ....; 
LJ .,.; 
,~ LJ 
u ::> 

X X 

X X 

X 

.., 
'" .,.; 

....; 

>< I1l .., 

~ 
0 
tJ 
J:: 

.,.; 

Q) 
LJ 
I1l 
LJ 
CIl 

X 

X 

'" ....; 
....; 
0 
~ 

~ 
LJ 

~ 
Q) 

.r:: 
LJ 
0 

X 

X 

'" :I 

'" J:: 
Q) 

u 

X 

Other 

Civic organizations. 

List of persons with trapping, 
hunting and fishing licenses. 

DELAWARE •••••••••• 

'FLORIDA ••••••••••• Discretion, exercised by No particular master list is used. 
county commissioner or 

GEORGIA .......... . 

HAWAII .......... .. 

IDAHO ••••••••••••• 

ILLINOIS •••••••••• 
INDIANA ••••••••••• 

IOWA •••••••••••••• 
KANSAS •••••••••••• 
KENTUCKy •••••••••• 

2-citizen jury commissions 
(in Dade County [Miami) 
and a number of other 
counties, random selection 
from voter lists) 

Discretion, exercised by a 6-
member citizen jury commis­
Sion, appointed by a judge 

Random selection 

Random selection (Uniform 
Jury Selection Act) 

Random selection 
Discretion, ex~rcised by 

court-appointed commis­
sioners (random selection 
in Lake County) 

Random selection 
Ra ndom selection 
Random selection 

LOUISIANA ••••••••• Discretion, exercised by a 
5-member citizen jury com­
mission appointed by a 
judge except in Orleans 
Parish where they are 
appointed by the Governor 

MAINE ••••••••••••• Random selection 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

xa 
X 
X 

No 

X 

State tax dig~stl personal 
acquaintances. 

X X X X X In Honolulu, voters' list, 
supplemented with telephone 
directory. 

X X X X 

X 

X Other sources are also used. 
X 

X 

particular master list is used. 
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State 

MARYLAND .......... 
MASSACHUSETTS ..... 

MICHIGAN .......... 
MINNESOTA ••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI ....... 
MISSOURI •••••••••• 

MONTANA ••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA •••••••••• 
NEVADA •••••••••••• 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ••••• 

NEW JERSEy •••••••• 
NEW MEXICO •••••••• 
NEW yORK •••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA •••• 
NORTH DAKOTA •••••• 

OHIO •••••••••••••• 

OKLAHOMA •••••••••• 

Selection process 

Random selection 
Discretion, exercised by town 
officials and county offic-
ials followed by personal 
interviews 

Random selection 
Random selection 
Random selection 

Random selection in the major 
cities, discretion in the 
less populated counties 

Random selection 
Random selection 
DiscretIon, exercised by 

county commissioners or 
jury commissioners 

.., 
'" .,.; 

....; 

J:: 
0 

.,.; .., 
'" ~ .., 
'" .,.; 
00 
Q) 

~ 

~ 
Q) .., 
0 

:> 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
Xc 

.., 
'" ~ 

.,.; 

....; 
0 .., Q) 

tJ '" Q) J:: 
~ Q) 

.,.; tJ 

"" .... 
....; 

Q) 

J:: "", 0 .r:: ~ 
0- Q) 
Q) :> 

....; .,.; 

~ 
~ 

Q 

X X 

X X 

Sources used for master list 

.., 
'" .,.; 

....; 

'" ~ >< 
~ '" '" ~ 

.., ....; 
0 ....; 

0 .., 
Q) 0 .., 

'" e ~ 
tJ :I 0 
Q) tJ tJ >< 
~ J:: '" .... » .,.; .., 
"" 

.., 
'" .... Q) ~ :I » ....; .., Q) '" .., .,.; I1l .r:: J:: .... .., .., .., 
8 Other u ::> CIl 0 

Xb Including police census list. 

X X X Welfare recipients. 

X Public records. 

X 

Discretion, exercised by 
town selectmen 

No particular master list is used. 

Random selection X 
Random selection X 
Random selection X 
Random selection X 
Random selection (Uniform xa 
Jury Selection Act) 

Random selection, followed X 
by personal interviews 
conducted by a 2-member 
citizen jury commission, 
appointed by judges and 
representing the 2 major 
political parties 

Discretion, exercised by a X 
.jury commission composed of 
civil servants, or--st the 
discretion of the presiding 
judge--random selection 
(Oklahoma and Tulsa Counties 
now both select randomly 
from the voter list) 

X 

X X 
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X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Volunteers are accepted. 



~----- ----

Table 31: Selection of trial jury pool, 1980 (continued) 

Sources used for master list 

'"' U) 

'"' '"' 'M ..... U) U) 

>. ..... ..... 
c: k ..... ..... 
0 0 U) 

..... '"' III k ~ '"' u U) III U) 

'" III c: e- 13 '"' ..... 
k k OJ 0 ..... 

'"' 'M U 0 '"' ~ 
0 

U) "0 'M .., U) k 

'M ..... U " 0 
bO III III U U >: 
III c: ~U) k c: '" k 0 'M >. ..... '"' .c 1-1 "0 

.., U) 

k P- III ..... III k " III OJ > >. ..... .., III U) 

'"' ..... 'M .., ..... '" .c c: 
Selection 0 III k ..... .., .., '"' III Other State process ;> Eo< A U ~ Vl 0 U 

OREGON •••••••••••• Random selection X 
PENNSYLVANIA •••••• Random selection, followed 

(in Philadelphia and 
Allegheny Counties) by some 
personal interviews 

x 
X x Xd Welfare recipientsd • 

RHODE ISL~D •••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA •••• 

Random selection, followed 
by personal interviews 

Discretion, exercised by a 
jury commission composed of 
ci viI servants 

x 

x 

SOUTH DAKOTA •••••• Random selection X 
TENNESSEE ••••••••• Discretion, exercised by a X 

jury commission composed of 
civil servants 

TEXAS ••••••••••••• Random selection X 
UTAH •••••••••••••• Discretion, exercised by 2 X 

court-appointed jury commis­
sioners from different 
parties 

VERMONT ••••••••••• Random selection X X 

Volunteers are accepted. 

X X 

X 

VIRGINIA •••••••••• 
WASHINGTON •••••••• 
WEST VIRGINIA ••••• 

Random selection No particular master list is used. 

WISCONSIN ••••••••• 

HYOMING ••••••••••• 
AMERICAN SAMOA •••• 
DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA •••••••• 
GUA}l •••••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO ••••••• 

VIRGIN ISLANDS •••• 

X = Affirmative. 

Random selection X 
Discretion, exercised by 2- No particular master list is used. 

member citizen jury commis-
sion representing the 2 
major political parties 

Random selection, followed 
by personal interviews con­
ducted by a 3-member citizen 
jury commission 

Random selection 
(Information not available) 

Random selection 
(Information not available) 
Discretion by appointed 

jury commissioners 
(Information not available) 

X 

X 

X X 

tlo particular master list is used. 

aList of actual voters is used. 
bS tate income tax lists are used only in Middlesex County. 
CVoter registration lists are supplemented in Nevada. 
dAllegheny County, Pennsylvania, lIses the voter registration list, the telephone directory, and the welfare 

recipients list. 

Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff review of state statutes; Jon M. Van Dyke, Jury Selection 
Procedures, (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1977), Appendix A. 
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Table 32: 

State 

ALABAMA •••••••• 

ALASKA ••••••••• 

ARIZONA •••••••• 
ARKANSAS ••••••• 

CALIFORNIA ..... 

COLORADO ., ..... 
CONNECTICUT .... 
DELAWARE ....... 
FLORIDA ........ 
GEORGIA ...... ,. 
HAWAII ......... 
IDAHO .......... 
ILLINOIS ....... 

INDIANA •••••••• 

IOliA .......... . 

KANSAS ••••••••• 
KENTUCKy ••••••• 

LOUISIANA •••••• 
MAINE •••••••••• 
MARYLAND ••••••• 
MASSACHUSETTS •• 

MICHIGAN ••••••• 
MINNESOTA •••••• 
MISSISSIPPI •••• 

MISSOURI ...... . 

MONTANA 
NEBRASKA ••••••• 

NEVADA ••••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE •• 
NEH JERSEy ••••• 

Qualifications for trial jury service, 1980. 
Time limits, elimination for felony conviction, residency, age, and 
other special qualifications. 

Time limit 
since 

previous 
jury service 

1 year 

2 years 

2 years 

term 

1 year 
(a) 

1 year 

1 year 

1 year 
1 year 

2 years 
5 years 
3 years 
3 years 

(2 years 
in Nantucket 

and Hulus 
Counties) 

1 year 
4 years 
2 years 

year 

2 years 

3 years 
1 year 

Eliminated 
for 

felony 
conviction 

X 

X 

X 
X 

-----
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
(i n Lake 

County only) 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

Re sidency 
requirement 

prior to 
service 

1 year 

year 

50 days 

1 year 
1 year 

6 months 

(in ~addle­
sex County 

only) 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

30 days 

2. years 

Age 

Minimum Maximum 

19 

19 

18 
18 

18 

18 
18 
18 
18 

18 

18 
18 
18 

18 

18 

18 
18 

18 
18 
18 
18 

18 
18 
21 

21 

18 
21 

18 
18 
18 

118 

65 

65 

65 

65 

65 

70 

70 
70 

70 

65 

65 

70 

65 
70 
7S 

Other special qualifications 

"Esteemed in their community for 
their integrity, good character, 
and sound judgment;" must be a 
householder (Ala. Code, §12-16-60) 

'"Must read or speak English" (Alaska 
Stat. §09.20.010) ---

"Good character or approved integ­
rity," "sound judgment or reason­
able information," "good behavior" 
(Ark. Stat., §39-102) 

"Fair character and approved integ­
rity," "sound judgment" (C.C.P., 
§205) --

"Intelligent and upright citizens" 
(Ga. Code Ann., §59-106) 

"Of fair character, of approved 
integrity, of sound judgment, well 
informed" (Ill. Rev. Stat., Ch. 78 
§2 [1965]) 

Jurors must be freeholders, house­
holders or their spouse (Ind. Stat. 
Ann. §§33-4-5-1,7) 

"Good moral character, sound judg­
ment" (Iowa Code Ann., §607.1) 

"Sound judgment," "good moral char­
acter" (Mass. Gen. Laws. Ann., Ch. 
234, §4 [Supp. 1972]) 

"[N]ot a common gambler or habitual 
drunkard" (Hiss. Code §13-S-1) 

'Sober and intelligent, of good 
reputation" (Vernon's Ann. Mo. 
Stat., §494.010) 

"Of fair character, of approved 
integrity, well-informed ••• of 
sound mind and discretion" (Neb. 
Stat., §25-160l) --

"Impartial,· "hest qualified" 
(N.J.S.A., §2AA:75-2) 



~~~~~~~'--- ~ ~-- .- ~--- - -- -
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State 

NEW MEXICO ••••• 
NEW yORK ••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA • 
NORTH DAKOTA ••• 
OHIO ••••••••••• 
OKLAHmlA ••••••• 

OREGON ••••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA ••• 

RHODE ISLAND ••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA • 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••• 
TENNESSEE •••••• 

TEXAS •••••••••• 

UTAH ••••••••••• 

VERNONT •••••••• 
VIRGINIA ••••••• 
WASHINGTON ••••• 

WEST VIRGINIA •• 

WISCONSIN •••••• 
I~YOMING •••••••• 

AHERICAN SAMOA • 
DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA ••••• 
GUAM ••••••••••• 
PUERTO RICO •••• 

V IRGIN ISLANDS • 

Residency 
requirement Age 

prior to 

Time limit 
since 

previous 
jury service 

Eliminate 
for 

felony 
conviction service Minimum Maximum 

2 years 

2 years 
2 years 
1 year 

year 

3 years 

2 years 

year 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

2-4 years 
2 years 

x 
X 1 year 

6 months X 

year X 6 months 

2 years 

2 years 

2 years 

X 
X 

X 

X 

(Information not available) 

year 
year 

year 

2 years X year 
(Information not available) 
2 years X 

(Information not available) 

18 
16 

18 
18 
18 
18 

18 

18 

21 

18 

18 
18 

18 

21 

18 
18 
18 

18 

18 
18 

18 

18 

70-76 

70 
65 

65 

70 
65 

65 

70 
70 
60 

65 

65 
72 

70 

Other special qualifications 

"Intelligent, of good character" 
(Judiciary Law, §510) 

"Sound mind and discretion," "good 
moral character" (Okla. Stat., 
§38-28) 

"Most competent" (Ore. Rev. Stat., 
§l0.110) 

"Mentally fit and morally strong" 
(Pa. Stat., §1252) "Sober, intelli­
gent and judicious" (17 Penn. Stat. 
§ 942) 

"Good moral character," "sound judg­
ment" (Gen. Law. R.I., §9-9-23) 

"Good moral character," "sound 
Judgment" (S.C. Code, §14-7-140); 
must have at least "sixth grade 
education or its equivalent." 
(S. C. Code, §14-7-810) 

"Upright and intelligent persons 
known for their integrity, fair 
character and sound judgment" 
(Tenn. Code Ann. §22-228) 

"[0]£ sound mind and good moral 
character" (V. Ann. Civil St., 
Art. 2133) 

Must be a taxpayer (Sec. 1, ch. 57, 
RCH §2.36.070) 

"Sound judgment," "good moral char­
acter". Paupers are excluded. 
(W.Va. Code §§52-1-2, 4) 

Mu~t be able to read and write 
Spanish [R.C.R.P. 95 (c)] 

/{ote: Those jurors who are not United States citizens, literate, or are not physically or mentally 
competent are disqualified from jury service in all states. The interpretation of these 
disqualifications varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. 

X = Affirmative. 

aln a 2-year period, no person will be required to serve or attend more than 30 days except to finish a case, 
to serve on more than 1 grand jury, or serve on both a grand and a petit jury. 

Source: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff review of state statutes; Jon M. Van Dyke, Jury Selection 
Procedures, (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1977), Appendices A and C. 
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Table 33: Statutory exemptions from trial jury service, 1980. 

'" t':a 
..... to 
<Jl'1:l 
(t) 1-1 
OJ ro 
U,c 
OJ 
c:: Q) 

" U'1:I .... ,,: 
.-; " ..0 

State " 1-1 Po< 0 

ALABAMA •••••••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••••• I., 
ARIZONA •••••••••••• X 
ARKANSAS........... X 
CALIFORNIA ••••••••• X 

COLORADO ••••••••••• (a) 
CONNECTICUT •••••••• X 
DELAWARE........... X 
FLORIDA ••••••• , •••• 
GEORGIA............ X 

HAWAII ••••••••••••• 
IDAHO •••••••••••••• (b) 
ILLINOIS ••••••••••• 
INDIANA •••••••••••• 

(Lake County) .... (a) 
IOWA,. It'" 11)", II, 

KA.NSAS •• " •••••••••• X 
KENTUCKy........... X 
LOUISIANA •••••••••• X 
MAINE.............. X 
MARYLAND. •••••••••• X 

MASSACHUSETTS •••••• 
(MiddlE!sex 
County) ••••••••• 

MICHIGAN ••••••••••• 
MINNESOTA •••••••••• 
MISSISSIPPI •••••••• 
MISSOURI ••••••••••• 

X 

X 

X 

X 

,c 
.-;.:l 
ro ro c:: Q) 
O,c 

"' 1-1"", 
OJ ro 

Po<..o 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

.-; 
ro '" ........ 
U,c 
c:: <Jl 
"''1:1 c:: 1-1 

..... ro 
~,c 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Exemptions 

,,: 

,c ~ 
w '1:1 ....... 
..... .-; w 
:. ........ 

,c e 
<Jl U ..... 
Q) .-; 
.-;.-; m.-; OJ 

ro 00 
Q) e '" 4.<Jl'-' 

X(l6 years) 

X(l5 yea rs) 
X(l4 years) 

x 

X 
X 

X(15 years) 

.-; <Jl 
ro 1-1 

'M Q) 
U U ......... 

'1:1"-< 
,,"-< 

..., 0 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

from jury service 

<Jl 
.-; 
ro .... 

.-; U 
ro'M 
u"-< 
0"-< 

...l 0 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

-
Occupational exemptions 

None 
6,7,32 
None 
5,6,7,8,10,13,14,15,17,20,23,24 
Limited to certain peace officers 

None 
7,8,10,14,15,17,21,24,32,37 
8,10,14,19,24,30 
24,30 
3,7,10,12,17,23,24,32 

3,6,7,8,10,14,15,24,30 
None 
6,7,8,10,16,19 
8,14,15,19,30 
8,14,19,30 
8,19,30,36 

None 
None 
5,6,7,8,10,14,15,19,20,23,24,30 
7,8,19,24,30 
14,15 

3,6,7,8,10,11,12,17,19,24,30,31,32,36 

None 
None 
3 
3,7 
5,6,7,8,14,15,19,25,30,32 

MONTANA •••••••••••• 
NEBRASKA ••••• , ••••• 

X 
X 
X 

Xc (minor) X X 3,6,7,8,10,12,13,15,16,17,19,23,25,26,27,30,32,33 
None 

NEVADA ............ . 
NEW HAMPSHIRE •••••• 
NEW JERSEy ••••••••• 

NEW MEXICO 
NEW yORK ••••••••••• 
NORTH CAROLINA ••••• 
NORTH DAKOTA ••••••• 
OHIO ............... . 

X • Affirmative. 

x 

X 

X 
(a) 
X 

X 

X 

X 

Xc (mi nor) 

X(l6 years) 

X 
X 
X 

X 

7,10,17,19,23,24,25,26,27,30,32,33 
7,8,10,24,30 
7,10,12,14,15,24,30,32,33,34,37,38 

None 
3,6,7,8,10,13,14,15,16,17,19,20,23,24,29,30 
None 
None 
Ilone 

aThe Uniform Jury Selection and Service Act reads, "Undue hardship, extreme inconvenience or public necessity. " 
bIn a 2-year period, no person will be required to serve or attend more than 30 days except to finish a case, 

serve on more than 1 grand jury, or serve on both a grand and a petit jury. 
cThe statute is sex-neutral and applies to any person charged with caring for a child. 
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Exemptions from jury service 

>.~ 
w ..... 
.... ~ c:: <Jl'1:l 

,c ~ <Jl 1-1 
Q) ro w '1:1 ....... U,c ,c 

.-; 'r-! rl <I-J OJ w :. ......... <Jl c:: Q) .-;.-; ro ~ ,c e .-; <Jl .-; 
u.g ro ro ........ <Jlu ..... ro 1-1 ro ,,: OJ U,c Q) .-; .... OJ .... .... ,,: O,c c:: <Jl .-;.-; U U .-; u 

.-; " <Jl ro'1:l ro.-; Q) ........ ro ..... ..0 1-1'1:1 c:: 1-1 e ro 00 '1:1"-< u"-< State " 1-1 Q) '" 
..... ro OJ e ro ",,-< 0"-< Occupational exemptions Po< 0 Po<..o ~,c ~<Jl'-' ..., 0 ...l 0 

OKLAHOMA ........... X XC(minor) X X 6,7,8,15,24,25,26 OREGON ............. X X 3,5,7,8,10,13,15,19,20,30,35 PENNSYLVANIA ••••••• X X 3,6,7,11,13,15,17,23,32,33 RHODE ISLAND ....... X 3,6,8,10,15,19,24,26,30,32 SOUTH CAROLINA ••••• X X X(7 years) l\ X 7,17,19,23,24,30 

SOUTH DAKOTA ••••••• X X 8 
TENNESSEE .......... X 6,7,10,15,19,23,27,30,32 TEXAS .............. X lIone UTAH I •••••••••••••• X None 
VERMONT •••••••••••• X 6,7,8,10,17,19,24,30,32 

VIRGINIA ••••••••••• XC(l6 years) X 2,3,G,7,8,9,10,II,12,13,14,15,18,19,20,21,22,23,24, 
26,27,30,31,32,35 WASHINGTON ••••••••• None WEST VIRGINIA ...... X NO'le 

WISCONSIN •••••••••• X X 8,30 WYOMING . ........... X 8,10,15,24 

AMERICAN SAMOA . .... (Information not available) 
DISTRICT OF 

COLlJHBIA ••••••••• X X None 
GUAM ••••••••••••••• (Informa tion not available) 
PUERTO RICO ........ X X X 2,3,4,6,7,11,12,13,14,16,17,18,19,20,23,24,26,28,29, 

30,31,32,33,34,35 
VIRGIN ISLANDS ••••• (Information not available) 

Key: Numbers in the last column indicate the following occupations: 

1 = Accountants 
2 = Airline pilots or other employees 
3 = Attorneys 
4 = Bus drivers 
5 = Chiropractors 
6 = Clergy 
7 = Doctors/dentists 
8 = Elected officials 
9 = Ferry boat operators 

10 a Firemen 
11 a Government employees: local, state, federal 
12 = Hospital employees 
13 = Licensed embalmers 
14 = Hembers of the military forces 
15 = National guardsmen on active duty 
16 a Newspaper reporters 
17 = Nurses 
18 = Officers and employees of ships 
19 = Officers of the United States 
20 = Opto~~trists 

21 = Persons caring for disabled 
22 = Persons participating in the harvest 
23 = Pharmacists 
24 = Police and members of other law enforcement agencies 
25 = Postal employees 
26 = Prison guards 
27 = Railroad employees 
28 = School bus drivers 
29 = Sole proprietors of businesses 
30 = State officials 
31 = Students 
32 = Teachers 
33 = Telegraph operators 
34 • Telephone operators 
35 = Veterinarians 
36 = Persons who are conscientiously opposed to jury duty 

because of their religion 
37 • First aid and rescue squad personnel 
38 = Game wardens 
39 = Cloistered members of religious ordera 
40 = Licensed clinical psychologists 

Sources: State Court Administrator; Staff review of state statutes; Center for Jury Studies, Newsletter US, 
September, 1979: John M. Van Dyke, Jury Selection Procedures, Appendix C: Statutory Excuses, 1977. 
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Tablf; 34: 

State 

ALAllANA ••••••• 
ALASKA •••••••• 
ARIZONA ....... 

ARKANSAS •••••• 
CALH'ORNIA •••• 

COLORADO •••••• 

CONNECTICUT ••• 
DELAWARE •••••• 
FLORIDA 

GEORGIA 

HAWAII •••••••• 
IDAHO ••••••••• 
ILLINOIS •••••• 
INDIANA ••••••• 
IOWA •••••••••• 

KANSAS •••••••• 
KENTUCKy •••••• 

LOUISIANA ••••• 
MAINE ••••••••• 

MARyLAND •••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS • 
MICHIGAN •••••• 
MINNESOTA ••••• 
MISSISSIPPI ••• 
MISSOURI: 

Cities over 
200,000 .... 

Elsewhere ••• 

MONTANA ••••••• 

NEBRASKA •••••• 
NEVADA •••••••• 
NEW HAMPSHIRE • 
NEW JERSEy •••• 

NEW MEXICO •••• 
NEW YORK •••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA •• 
OHIO •••••••••• 

Number of peremptory challenges in jury trials, 1980. 
Number of chaLenges per side for criminal and civil cases. 

Number of peremptory challenges per party per side 

Capital 

4*S; 8*D 
6 S; 10 D 

10 

10 S; 12 D 
26a 

15 

25(l5b ) 
12 Sj 20 D 
10 

10C Sj 20CD 

12a 

lOB 
20 
20 
8*(challenge)a 
2*(strike)1l 

12d 
5 S; 15 D 

12 
10 S; 200D 

10 Sj 20 D 

12a 

15a Sj 20a D 
gaS; ISa D 

12 

15/10as; 
20/128 D 

6a S; 12a D 

a 

lOBS; 12aD 
8a 

lOS; 20 D 
12 S; 20 D 

14 
15 
6 

Criminal cases 

Felonies 

4*s; 8*D 
6 S; 10 D 
6 

6 S; 8 D 
13 

10 

6 (Jury of 6) 
6 
6 (Jury of 6) 

6 Sj 12 D 

3 
6 

10 
10 
4*(challenge) 
2*(strike) 

8 or 6e 
5 S; 15 D 

12 or 6 f 
8 

10 S; 20 D 

4 
5 
3 S; 5 D 
6 

Sj 8 D 

4 S; 8 D 

6 

6 
4 
3 

10 

3 S; 5 D 
15 (Jury of 12) 
10 (Jury of 6) 
4 S; 6 D 

10 
4 

Misdemeanors 

4*S; 8*D 
3 
2 

3 
13 

3 

3 (Jury of 6) 
6 
3 (Jury of 6) 

6 S; 12 D 

3 
6 
5 
3 
2*(challenge) 
2* (s rike) 

4 
3 

6 
4 

4 

4 
5 
3 S; 5 D 
6 

3 

4 

3 
4 
3 (Jury of 12) 

10 

3 S; 5 D 
10 (Jury of 12) 

3 (Jury of 6) 
4 S; 6 D' 
6 
4 
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6* 
3 
4 

3* 
8 

Ci vi! cases 

4 (Jury of 12) 
3 (Jury of 6) 
3 (Jury of 6) 
3 
3 (Jury of 6) 

6* 

3 
4 
5 
6 
3*(challenge) 
2*(strike) 

3 
3 

6 
3 

4* 

4 
3 
2 
4 

3 

3 

4 (Jury of 12) 
2 (Jury of 6) 
6* 
4 
3 
6 (Jury of 12) 
3*(Jury of 6) 

5 
3 (Jury of 6) 

8 
6 
3 (Jury of 8) 

Method of voir dire 

Attorney 
Judge 
Ci vil-- judge; 

criminal--judge plus attorney 
Judge 
At torney 

Judge plus attorney 

Attorney 
Judge . 
Ci vil--a t tor'ney; 

criminal--judge plus attorney 
Ci vil--a t torney; 

criminal--judge plus attorney 

Attorney 
At torney 
Judge plus attorney 
Judge plus attorney 
Attorney 

Attorney 
Civil--judge; 

crimi nal--judge plus attorney 
Attorney 
Civil--judge; 

criminal--judge plus attorney 
Judge 

Judge 
Judge 
Judge plus attorney 
Attorney 

Judge 

Judge 

At torney 

Attorney 
Judge 
Judge 
Judge 

Judge plus attorney 
Attorney 

Judge plus attorney 
At torney 
Judge plus attorney 

.'\, 

State 

OKLAHOMA •••••• 
OREGON •••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA •• 
RHODE ISLAND " 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

SOUTH DAKOTA " 
TENNESSEE ••••• 
TEXAS ••••••••• 

UTAH •••••••••• 
VERMONT ••••••• 

VIRGINIA •••••• 

WASHINGTON •••• 

WEST VIRGINIA. 
WISCONSIN ••••• 
WYOHING ••••••• 

AJ-IERICAN SAl-lOA. 
DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA •••• 
GUA}! ••••.••••• 
PUERTO RICO '" 
VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

Key: 
S = State. 
D = Defense. 

Number of peremptory challenges per party per side 

Criminal cases 

Capital 

20h 

1/4 of pool 
5 S; 10 0 

20a 

6 S; 15 D 
15 

10 
6 

Felonies 

5 
3 S; 6 0 

8 
1/4 of pool 
5 S; 10 0 

10 
4 S; 8 D 

10 

I, 

6 

., . 
~. 

Misdemeanors 

3 
3 S; 6 0 

6 
1/4 of pool 
5 

3 
3 
5 (Jury of 12) 

A -1, 1 (Jury of 6) 
,-.;.t,; ""3 
, 6 , ------,-

4 

12 

2*S; 6*D 
6a 

12 

4 

6 

2*8; 6*0 
4 
8 

(Information not available) 

2ll 10 
(Infotllk1tion not available) 

2*S; 6*D 
4 
4 (Jury of 12) 
2 (Jury of 6) 

3 

3 
3 

4 

Civil cases 

1/3 of pool 
4* 

3 
4 
6 (Jury of 12) 
3 (Jury of 6) 
3 
6 

3* (Juries of 
5 or 7) 

3 

4 
3 
3 

3 

8a S; ISa O 3 S; 6 D 
(Information not available) 

(Infor~1tion not available) 

* = Struck-jury method is used. 

Method of voir dire 

Judge plus attorney 
Ci vil--attor'ney; 

criminal--judge plus attorney 
Judge plus attorney 
Judge plus attorney 
Judge 

Attorney 
Judge 
Attorney 

Judge 
Attorney 

Judge plus attorney 

Civil--judge plus attorney; 
criminal--attorney 

At torney 
Judge plus attorney 
At torney 

Judge plus attorney 

Judge plua attorney 

Attornt!y = Attorneys have primary control of the questioning of the jurors, subject to judicial control only 
for abuse. 

Judge = ~udge has unfettered control of the questioning of jurors. Atturneys may submit questions to the 
Judge, which the judge mayor may not ask the jurors, and the jlldge can, in his or her discretion, aUow 
the attorneys to ask questions directly of the jurors after concluding questioning. 

Judge plus attorney = Judge will generally begin the questioning with stdndard questions on bias, but that the 
attorneys will then have a right to question the jurors directly at the conclusion of the 
judges's questions. Local practic~s differ and many judges have their own individual 
approaches to this problem. 

:ThiS figure also applies to trials involving possible life imprisonment. 

Twenty-five peremptory challenges are allowed for capital cases; 15 peremptory challenges are allowed for 
cases involving life imprisonment. 

cTwelve peremptory challenges are allowed ~or class A felonies. 

dEight are allowed for class B feloni<ls; six are allowed for all but ('lass A or class B felonies. 
eTwelve pert'mptory challenges are nll"""d if punishment is necessarily hard labor; six are allowed for all others. 

fThese figures apply only to murder trials. 
gApplies to all of the more sedous felonies. 

Source: NCSP staff review of state statutes; Jon H. Van Dyke, Jury Selection Procedures, (Cambridge. Massachusetts: 
Ballinger Publishing Company, 1977), Appendix D. 
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Table 35: Trial jury size and vote required for verdict, 1980. 
Jury size and vote requ1.red for verdict for criminal and civil trials. 

State 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA 

ARIZONA 

ARKANSAS •••••••••••• 

CALIFORNIA •••••••••• 

COLORADO •••••••••••• 

CONNECTICUT 

DELAWARE •••••••••••• 

FLORIDA ••••••••••••• 

GEORGIA ••••••••••••• 

HAWAII •••••••••••••• 

IDAHO ••••••••••••••• 

ILLINOIS •••••••••••• 

INDIANA ••••••••••••• 

IOWA •••••••••••••••• 

KANSAS •••••••••••••• 

KENTUCKy •••••••••••• 

LOUISIANA ••••••••••• 

Criminal trials 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

Felonies 

12 in capital cases and if 
the potential punishment 
is 30 years or more; 

8 in all other cases (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 in capital cases 
or if potential punishment 
is life imprisonment; 

6 in all other cases (U) 

12 (U) 

12 in capital cases; 
6 in all others (U) 

12 (U) 

]2 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U if capital; 5/6 if pun­
ishment is hard labor); 

6 if punishment is possibly 
hard labor (5/6) 

12 (U) 

6 (U) 

Mi~demeanors 

8 (U); 6 in courts not of 
record (U) 

12 (U); 6 in Justice of the 
Peace Court (U) 

12 (U) 

12 in the most serious 
misdemeanu;:s; 

6 in all others (U) 

6 (U) 

12 (U) 

6 (U) 

12C (U) 

12 (U) 

6 5/6 

12 (U) 

1~; 6 in County Courts (U) 

12 eU); 6 io Municipal 
Courts which have jur­
isdirt:!.on 0\.".: crimes 
punishable b!' one year 
or less or $500 fine 
n both (If) 
(U) 

12; 6a in Hagistrate Courts 
(U) 

12; 6 in courts of limited 
jurisdiction over crimes 
punishable by 1 year or 
$500 fine (U) 

6 (5/6) 
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Civil trials 

12 (U) 

12; 6 if the amount in 
controversy is less 
than $3,000 (5/6) 

8 (3/4); 6 in courts not 
of record (5/6) 

12 (3/4) 

12 (3/4) 

6 in District Courts; 
3 in County Courts 

(controversy concerns 
l~ss than $500) (U) 

6 (If) 

6 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (5/6) 

12; 6 if amount in controver­
sy is $500 or less (3/4) 

12 (u)a 

12; 6 if alflount in ceJl,tro­
versy is $500 or less (U) 

12 (U) 

troversy is $3,000 or less 
(Ub) 

12 (5/6); 6 if amount in con­
troversy is $3,000 or less 
(Ub) 

12 (3//f); 6 in courts of lim­
ited jurisdiction that have 
jurisdiction over controver­
sies of 8500 or less (5/6) 

12 (3/4) 

,\, 

Criminal trials 

State Felonies 

MAINE 12 (U) 

~lARYLAND •••••••••••• 12 (U) 

MASSACHUSETTS ••••••• 12 in Superior Courts; 
6 in District Courts (trials 

de novo) (U) 

MICHIGAN"""""" 12 (U) 

MINNSSOTA ••••••••••• 

MISSISSIPPI ••••••••• 

MISSOURI •••••••••••• 

MONTANA ••••••••••••• 

NEBRASKA •••••••••••• 

NEVADA •••••••••••••• 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ••••••• 

NEW JERSEY 

NEW MEXICO 

NEW yORK •••••••••••• 

NORTH CAROLINA •••••• 

NORTH DAKOTA •••••••• 

OHIO •••••••••••••••• 

CJK1.AHmlA •••••••••••• 

OREGON •••••••••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA •••••••• 

l.~ (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 in District Courts; 
6 in County Courts (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12; 6 in District and County 
Courts--maximum punishment 
of 1 y'aar or less (Is t 
degrep murder: U, all 
others: 5/6) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

Misdemeanors 

12 in Superior Courts; 6 in 
District Courts (trials de 
novo) (U) 

12 (U) 

12 for "gross l1'isdemeanors"; 
6 for others (U) 

6 if punishable in county 
jail; otherwise 12 (11) 

12 (U, except for courts not 
of r"co1"d: 2/3) 

12; 6 in Justice of the Peace 
Courts or Police Courts (U) 

12 in District Courts; 
6 in County Courts and 

Police Magistrate's 
Courts--maximum punishment 
of 1 year in jail (U) 

12 (U) 

12; 6 if no prison tenn over 
1 year can result from 
conviction (U) 

12 (U) 

12; 6 in Magistrate's Court 
--maximum punishment of 6 
months in jail (U) 

6 (U) 

12; 6 in limited jurisdic­
tion courts (U) 

12 (U) 

8 (U) 

12; 6 for violations of 
city ordinances (3/4) 

12; 6 in District and County 
Courts--~aximum punishment 
of 1 year or jess (5/6) 

12 (U) 
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Civil trials 

6, 7, or 8d (3/4) 

12 (U) 

12 (5/6) 

6 (5/6); 12 in cases invol­
ving civil commitment (U) 

6 (U; 5/6 verdict can be 
accepted only after 6 
hours of deliberation) 

12; 6 if amount in contro­
versy is less than $200 
(3/4 ) 

12 (courts of record: 3/4; 
courts not of record: 2/3) 

12; 6 if matter in contro­
versy is less than 
$10,000 (2/3) 

12 in District Courts; 
6 in County Courts--less 

than $5,000 in contro­
versy (5/6 verdict can 
be accepted, only after 
6 hours of deliberation) 

8 (3/4) 

12 (U) 

12 and 6 (5/6) 

12 (5/6) 

6 (5/6) 

12; 6 in limited jurisdiction 
courts (U) 

12; 6 if amount in contro­
versy is $200 or less (U) 

8; 6 in Municipal and 
County Courts (3/4) 

12; 6 if amount in contro­
versy is less than $2,500 
(3/4) 

12; 6 in District and County 
Courtfl (3/4) 

12 (5/6) 



Table 35: Trial jury size and vote required for verdict, 1980 (continued) 

Cr iminal trials 

State 

RHODE ISLAND •••••••• 12 (U) 

SOUTH CAROLINA •••••• 12 (U) 

S OUTB DAKOTA ••••••• 12 (U) 

TENNESSEE •••••••••• 12 (U) 

TEXAS •••••••.•••••• 12 (U) 

Felonies 

UTAH ••••••••••••••• 12 in capital cases: 
8 in all others (U) 

VERM:lNT •••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA ••••••••••• 

12 (U) 

12 (U) 

WASHINGTON........ .. 12 (U) 

WEST VIRGINIA. •• •••• 12 (U) 

WISCONSIN ••••.•••••• 12 (U) 

WYOMING ............. 12 (U) 

AMERICAN SAMOA...... (Information not available) 

DISTRICT OF COL!l1BIA 12 (U) 

GUAM................ (Information not available) 

PUERTO RICO ••••••••• 12 (3/4) 

VIRGIN ISLANDS...... (Information not available) 

Hisdemeanors 

12 (U) 

12; 6 in Hagistrate's Court 
and County Courts for 
crimes with a potential 
punishment of less than 
30 days in ja·i.l or 
$100 fine (U) 

12: 6 in matters before 
a magistrate (U) 

6 (U) 

12 in District Courts (U) 
6 in County Courts (U) 

8: 4 in courts of limited 
jur isdiction (U) 

12: 6 in Justice Courts (U) 

7 (U) 

12: 6 in Justice of the Peace 
Courts--maximum punishment 
of 6 months in jail (U) 

12 (U) 

6a (U) 

12 in District Courts: 
6 in County Courts (U) 

12 (U) 

(Information not available) 

Civil trials 

12 (U) 

12: 6 in County Courts tha t 
have jurisdiction over 
controversies involving 
$1,000 or less, and 
Magistrate's Courts 
that have jurisdiction 
in controversies invol­
ving $500 or less (U) 

12 (5/6): 6 in matters 
before a magistrate 

12 (3/4): 6 (U) 

12 in District Courts (3/4): 
6 in courts of limited 

jurisdiction (5/6) 

8: 4 in courts of limited 
jurisdiction (3/4) 

12: 6 in Justice Courts (U) 

12 in "special" cases: 
7 in most others: 5 if 

amount in controversy 
is less than $S,OOO (U) 

6a : 6 in Justice of the 
Peace Courts--$3,000 or 
less (5/6) 

12: 6 in Justice of the 
Peace Courts (U) 

6a (5/6) 

6a in District Courts: 
6 in County Courts (U) 

6 (U) 

Note: The information in parentheses refers to the percentage agreement required for a jury verdict. In many states, 
the number of jurors listed here can be reduced by agreement of all the parties involved in the litigation. 

Key: 

U ~ Unanimous verdict 

aJury of 12 must be r.equested; otherwise a jury of 6 will be used. 
blf jury of less than 12 is agreed to by the parties, the verdict must be reached unanimously. 
cThe jury size for misdemeanor trials in Georgia varies from county to county and may be as small as 5 in some 

~. locations. 

dA jury of 8 in civil cases in Maine must be requested before the day of the trial. 

Source: State Court Adminisrators: NCSP staff review of state statutes: Jon H. Van Dyke, Jury 
Selection Procedures, (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1977), 
Appendix E. 
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Table 36: Compensation of trial jurors, 1980. 
Per diem and travel reimbursement. 

State Per diem (dollars) 
Travel 

reimbursement 

ALABAMA ••••••••• $10 

ALASKA.......... $20 

ARIZONA ••••••••• $12 

ARKANSAS........ $ 5 ($20) 
$ 6 Justice Courts 

CALIFORNIA •••••• ($ 5) 
~$ 6) (San Francisco 

civil trials) 

COLORADO ........ $ 3 ($6) 

CONNECTICUT ••••• $20 

DELAWARE •••••••• $15 

FLORIDA 

GEORGIA 

$10 

$10--state average: per 
diem varies from 
from $5 to $25 

HAWAII •••••••••• $20 

IDAHO ........... $ 5/half day 

ILLINOIS •••••••• $10 (la.ge counties) 
$ S (small counties) 

INDIANA......... $ 7.S0 ($17.50) 
($20.00 in Lake County) 

Io\~A ............ $10 

KANSAS.......... $10 

KENTUCKy •••••••• $ 5: expenses allowed up 
to fj7.50/day 

LOUISIANA ....... $12 ($8): ($16 in 
New Orleans) 

MAINE........... $20 

Sf/mile 

None 

10f/mile 

Sf/mile 
5~/mile 

15~/mile 
15Vmile 

lSf/rnile 

lOt/mile 

15f/mile 

lOt/mile 

None 

20t/mile 

lOt/mile 

1St/mile 

17¢/mi Ie 
17Umile 

1St/mile 

None 

None 

6f/mile 

10¢/mile 

MARYLAND •••••••• $10: expenses allowed up 1St/mile 
to $IS/day 

MASSACHUSETTS... $14-$IS; expenses allowed Sf/mile 
up to $2.50/day 
Cambddge--$40 after SUmile 
3rd day 

MICHIGAN •••••••• $ 7.50/half day 

MINNESOTA ••••••• $IS 

MISSISSIPPI ••••• $15 

MISSOURI •••••••• $ 6 

MONTANA......... $12; $7.50 in Justice 
of the Peace Courts 

10Umile 

134/mile 

None 

lOt/mile 

10¢!mile: 
17f/mile 
ave r 10 

( ) - Dollar amount paid to jurors when 6erving. 

State Per diem (dollars) 
Travel 

reimburs emen t 

IIEBRASKA ......... $20 

NEVADA ........... $ 9 ($15) 

NEW HAMPSHIRE •••• $30 

tlEW JERSEY $ 5 

NEIl MEXICO $ 2.30/hour 

NEW YORK ••••••••• $12: $8 in Suffolk County 

10f/mile 

194/mile 

174/mile 

2f/mile 

None 

expenses allowed-$l/day Sf/mile 

NORTH CAROLINA ••• $ S 

NORTH DAKOTA ••••• $25; $10 in Justice of 
the Peace Courts 

OHIO ••••••••••••• $10; $15 in 3rd week 

OKLAHOMA ••••••••• $12.50 

OREGON ........... $10 

PENNSYLVANIA $ 9; $25 after 3rd day 

RHODE ISLAND $15 

SOUTH CAROLINA ••• $10 

SOUTH DAKOTA ..... $10 ($20) 

TENNESSEE •••••••• $10 

TEXAS •••••••••••• $ 6--varies up to $30 

UTAH ............. $14; $6 for City Cour.ts 

VERHONT •••••••••• $30 

VIRGINIA ••••••••• $15 

WASHINGTON ••••••• $10 

WEST VIRGINIA ..... $15 

None 

ISf/mile 

None 

Sf/mile 

8f/mile 

17 f/mile 

Sf/mile 

None 

ISf/mile 

None 

None 

10f/mile 

8f/mile 

IS~/mile 

13f/mile 

None 

WISCONSIN ........ $ 8.50/half day: full day 10f/mile 
varies from $7 to $25 

mOHI NG •••••••••• $ 6/half day 

ANERICAN SAl-lOA (Information not available) 

DISTRICT OF 

ISf/mile: 
ISf/mile 
for 4-
wheel 
drive 
vehicles 

COLUMBIA ••••••• $30 None 

GUAM ••••••••••••• (Informa tion not available) 

PUERTO RICO •••••• (Information not available) 

VIRGIN ISLANDS ••• $IS/half day None 

Sources: State Court Administrators; NCSP staff review of state statutes: Virgin Island Code §SI, Title 4; 
Center for Jury Studies, Newsletter '2-2, Harch 1980 • 



Part II: State Court Organization Profiles 

.l.. 

STATE COURT ORGANIZATION PROFILES 

The following section gives a narrative profile 
of the court system for each of the 50 states, 
American Samoa, the District of Columbia, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Profiles are 
arranged in alphabetical order; all states listed 
first, followed by the territories. A court organ­
ization chart (Figure 1) and a state-level adminis­
trative office organization chart (Figllre 2) are 
included in each profile. 

An outline is provided at the beginning of this 
section displaying the format used and the kinds 
of information collected to produce each profile. 
Much of the information used in each profile was 
taken from the Implementation of Standards of Ju­
dicial Administration (ISJA) project profiles. The 
NCSP profiles were sent to the respective state 
court administrative offices for review of accuracy 
and completeness of data, along with state­
specific, "tailored" questionnaires. Each state 
court administrator was provided a checklist for 
reviewing the profiles. A prototype of the check­
list is included in Appendix B. 

As responses were received, staff found it nec­
essary to cross-check some of the data provided by 
the administrative offices through statutory 
checks, letters, or telephone calls. 

Once the profiles were in final form, verifica­
tion tables were mailed to the administrative of­
fices emphasizing the need for exact names of 
courts, number of authorized judges, judge terms 
of office, jurisdiction of each court, qualifica­
tion of judges, and scope of authority of quasi­
judicial officers. 

The state narrative profiles, along with the 
summary tables in Section 1, give a complete pic­
ture of the administrative and structural organiza­
tion of each state I s court system. 

Outline of the State Narrative Profiles 

Information contained in the narrative profile 
is organized into seven sections: 

1. Court( s) of Last Resort 
2. Intermediate Appellate Court(s) 
3. Court(s) of General Jurisdiction 
4. Court(s) of Limited or Special 

Jurisdiction 
5. State-Level Administration 
6. Quasi-Judicial Officers 
7. Judicial Dicipline 

Precedi!]g page blank 
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Sections 1-4 follow a standard format. 

(Court Level) 

.1.1 (COURT NAME). (First court listed under 
this court level) (Information on terms of the 
court.) 

.2.1 Organization. (Information on the or­
ganization of the court. Included here may be 
the geographic locations of court sittings, 
descriptions of the judicial staffing of the 
court, and special operating procedures. If 
the court is divided into separate divisions 
by constitution or statute, the names of the 
divisions are given here.) 

.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. (Original jurisdiction of the court is 

listed, generally criminal, civil, juvenile, 
and traffic. If the jurisdiction of the court 
is broken up among several constitutionally or 
statutorily specified divisions, the jurisdic­
tion of each division is listed in a separate 
paragraph.) 

b. (Appellate jurisdiction of the court 
is listed. If the particular court has no ap­
pellate jurisdiction, that is noted.) 

.4.1 Justices/Judges (number of judicial of­
ficers and their special titles) 

a. (This section contains information con­
cerning the method of selection for the posi­
tion of chief judge presiding over all court 
locations or over each individual location.) 

b. (Legal qualifications are given for the 
judicial officers for the court.) 

c. (The method of initial selection, the 
length of terms, and selection for subsequent 
terms of judicial officers serving the court 
is given. Also included is information con­
cerning the filling of interim vacanCies.) 

.5.1 Administration 
a. (The duties of the chief/presiding jus­

tice/judge are described If this position 
does not exist in a particular court, this is 
noted. ) 

b. (The title and job description of the 
administrative officer of the court is given. 
If this position does not exist in a particular 
court, this is noted.) 

c. (The title, duties, and method of sel­
ection of the clerk of the court are listed.) 

.6.1 Rule-making. (This section describes 
the rule-making authority of the court as a 
whole and of its chief judge. Courts over 
which this court has rule-making authority are 
listed. If another court has rule-making auth-



~---~----

ority over this court, it is listed, along with 
a reference to the section describing the rule­
maid ng authori ty of tha t 0 ther court.) 

The next court at the same leyel is numbered 
.1.2, .2.2, .3.2, etc. If there is any court 

level which is not represented in a particular 
state (for example, an Intermediate Appellate Court 
in Virginia or Courts of Limited or Special Juris­
diction in states with unified trial courts), a 
notation of the fact is made under the heading in 
a section labeled .0. 

The outline for the remainder of the profile 
is as follows: 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrati ve authority. (The 
body/officials within the state who, by con­
stitution or statute, possess administrative 
authority over the court system are named and 
their responsibilities are listed.) 
5.2 (Title of the office of state court admin­
i stration) 

a. (Constitution or statute citation for 
the authorization of the office.) 

b. (Title of the state court administra­
ti ve off icer) 

(1) (Authori za tion for the po sitio n 
of the state court administrative officer is 
given. ) 

(2) (The method of selection for the 
adminiscratiave officer is given.) 

(3) (The responsibilities of the ad-
ministrative officer are listed.) 

c. Office organization. (A brief descrip­
tion of the state court administrative office 
is given, including the breakdown of the number 
of professional/clerical personnel, the titles 
of assistants/deputies who aid the administra­
tive officer and their method of selection, and 
a Ibn:ing of the general functional areas in­
cluded in the scope of the office.) 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 (NAME OF COURT) 
6.2 (Title of quasi-judicial officer) 

--------~ -~--

a. (The requirements and method of selec­
tion for the position are given.) 

b. (The authority of the officer, includ­
ing types of cases and actions performed, is 
given. ) 

Judicial Dicipline 

7.1 (Name of judicial disciplinary body). (The 
makeup and method of selection of the judicial 
disciplinary body is described.) 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. (The 
steps in investigating and resolving complaints 
against justices or judges are described.) 

If there is more than one subsection under 
a general heading in sections six and seven, these 
subsections are numbered sequentially, e.g., 6.1.1, 
6.2.1, 6.1.2, 6.2.2, etc. 

References for the information contained 
in each subsection appear within brackets at the 
end of each subsection. The titles for document 
references are given in full only once. All sub­
sequent references to that source are abreviated. 

Two figures are included with each narra­
tive profile as illustrations of the structure de­
scribed in sections of the profile. Figure 1 gives 
the organizational structure of the court system. 
Information is given about levels of courts, num­
bers of courts and judges, and jurisdiction of 
courts. Courts with constitutionally or statu tor­
ially created divisions are represented by subdiv­
ided boxes. Routes of appeal between the courts 
is used to link the courts inco an organizational 
structure for each state. 

The structure and functions of each state 
court administrative office are displayed in Figure 
2. The figure may either identify where each em­
ployee fits into the organization (used primarily 
for states with comparatively small staffs) or it 
may outline functional areas, noting the responsi­
bilities of each section or division (used primar­
ily for those states with large staffs). Figures 
I and 2 are located in each profile close to the 
corresponding sections in the narrative. 
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Figure 1: State court system, 1980 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
Number of jus tices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original 
- Exclusive 
- Kinds of appeals 
- Discretionary review 

~ 

INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURT (Number of courts) 
Number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original 
- Exclusive 

~iI-

COURT OF GENERAL JURISDICTION (Number of cour ts) 
Number of judges 
Jur isdiction: 
- Civil 
- Criminal 
- Traffic 
- Juvenile 
Appeals heard 
Jury trial/no jury trial 

COURT OF LIHITED/sPE CIAL JURISDlcr ION (Number of courts) 
Number of judges 
Jur isdiction: 
- Civil 
- Criminal 
- Traffic 
- Juvenile 
Jury trial/no jury trial 

t Indica tes route of appeal. 
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Figure 1: Alabama court system, 1980 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appeals over $10,000. 
- Appeals as of right of criminal cases 

where death penalty has been imposed. 
- Other civil and criminal appeals by writ 

of certiorari. 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Civil appeals under $10,000, and 
domestic relations. 

Ti tIe to or 
possession of 

landj law over 
510,000: equity. 

- Appellate jurisdiction in criminal 
rna ttera. 

- Appeals from ndr.tinistrative agencies 
(except Public Services Commission). 

- Workmen 1 s compensation appeals. 

t t 
_t .. 

Ci viI cases Criminal 
unde r SI 0, 000. cases. 

I I 
CIRCUIT COURT (39) 
113 judges 

1 if: CIRCUIT COURT (39) FAMILY COURT DIVISION (7) 
tion of Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
Hied by - CIvil actions over $500: exclusive - Domestic relations. 

Di rect appea 
1) Pure ques 

law, cert 
District 

2) Proper co 
and righ 
trial wa 
both par 

Court; or 
urt record 

over $5,000. Domestic relations - Juvenile (concurrent wi th District 
(if no Family Court Division). Court. ) 

t to jury - Felonies, and misdemeanors and 
ivcd by ordinance violations resulting 
ties. from felony cases. 

- Juvenile concurrent wi th District 
Court (if no Family Court Divi-
sion). 

Appeals (de novo from District and Municipal Courts). 
Jury trials. 

• 

t t 
PROBATE COURT (67) MUNICIPAL COURT (~215) 
67 judges % 215 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction over all pro- - Exclusive jurisdiction in city 

bate of wills, settlement of ordinance violations. 
accounts of executors and adminis- No jury trials. 
trators, guardianship, partition of 
land, and name changes. 

No jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (88) 
88 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under 55,000, sr.ltlll 

da ims un de r 5500. 
- Prelim! nary hearings, non-capital 

felony guilty pleas, and misde-
meanors. 

- Juvenile llk1.tters. 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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ALABAMA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COHRT. The court sits in Montgomery. 
Regular terms of court commence on the first Nonday 
of October of each year and continue until June 30 
of the following year. 

[Code of Alabama, 1975, (hereinafter Code) 
Title 12, Section 2-8]. 

1.2 Organization. Internal rules of court may pro­
vide for panels. 

[Rule l6(d), Alabama Rules of Appellate Proce­
dure (hereinafter A.R.A.P)] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court has original juriSdiction 

to issue necessary writs and to answer questions 
of $tate law as certified by a federal court. 

b. The Supreme Court has authority to exercise 
statewide appellate jurisdiction. The court has 
exclusive appellate jurisdiction in civil cases 
where the amount involved exceeds $10,000. 

[Constitution, Amendment Number 328, Section 
6.02; Code §§12~2-7, 12-3-10] 

1.4 Justic2s (9). The Chief Justice is elected by 
the voters of the state at general elections. He 
serves a 6-year term. 

a. Supreme Court justices must be licensed to 
practice law in the state. They must not have 
reached the age of 70 . 

b. Supreme Court justices are elected to 6-year 
terms in partisan primaries and general elections. 
Vacancies are filled by gubernatorial appointment. 
The appointees are eligible to stand for election. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §§6.07,. 6.14, 6.1S, 
6.16; Code §12-2-1; Administrative Director of 
Courts] 

1.S Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the administrative head 

of the judicial system. He exercises administra­
tion and supervision over the entire court system 
through the Administrative Director of the Courts, 
presiding judges, and trial court administrators. 
Reference Section 5.1 (General Administrative 
Authority). The Chief Justice has no specifically 
articulated duties with regard to the administra­
tion of the Supreme C0urt. 

b. Reference Section S.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) . 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by the jusli~es. The clerk is responsible for ad­
ministering ~aths, taking affidavits, issuing and 
signing all writs and processes, keeping the 
papers, docket, and records of the court, entering 
judgments and proceedings of court, and handling 
the finances of the court. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.10; Code §§12-2-90, 
12-2-97] 

1.6 Rule-making. The constitution provides that 
the Supreme Court will make and promulgate rules 
governing the administration of all courts and 

rules governing practice and procedure in all 
courts. These rules may be changed by a general 
act of statewide application. Statutes specify, 
however, that any provision under Title 12 of the 
Code of Alabama will apply only if the procedure 
is not governed by any rule of practice and proce­
dure adopted by the Alabama Supreme Court. The 
Supreme Court is authorized and empowered in con­
nection with its rule-making power to appoint var­
ious advisory or standing committees composed of 
justices, judges, lawyers, law professors, and 
others. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.11; Code §§12-1-1, 
12-2-7, 12-2-16] 

Intermediate Appellate Courts 

2.1.1 COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. The Court of 
Criminal Appeals sits in Montgomery for a term 
commencing on the first Monday in October of each 
year and continuing until June 30 of the following 
year. 

[Code §§12-3-S, 12-3-12] 
2.2.1 Organization. The full court considers and 
decides cases. 

[Administrative Director of Courts] 
2.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Criminal Appeals may issue 
necessary writs. 

b. The Court of Criminal Appeals has exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction over all felonies, all mis­
demeanors (including ordinance violations), and 
habeas corpus. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.03; Code §§12-3-9, 
12-3-11] 

2.4.1 Judges (S) 

a. The presiding judge of the Court of Criminal 
Appeals is elected by the members of that court, 
and serves at their pleasure. 

b. Court of Criminal Appeals judges must be 
licensed to practice law in the state. They must 
not have reached the age of 70. 

c. Court of Criminal Appeals judges are electpd 
to 6-year terms by the voters of the state at 
large. Vacancies are filled by gubernatorial ap­
pointmpnt. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §§6.07, 6.13, 6.14, 
6.16; Code §§12-3-2, 12-3-4] 

2.5.1 Administration 
a. The presiding judge is responsible for gen­

eral supervision of the court. 
b. There is no provision for an administrator 

for the Court of Criminal Appeals. Reference Sec­
tion S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals 
are authorized to appoint and employ a clerk. In 
practice, the clerk has supervisory control over 
employees; docket work; issuance of writs, opin­
ions, and final judgments; and setting oral argu-
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ments. He is also responsible for signing all 
purchase requisitions, vouchers, and memos as re­
quired. He has authority to check petitions for 
mandamus and to return those that are not worthy 
of consideration. 

[Code §§12-3-20, 12-3-23; Administrative Direc­
tor of CourtsJ 

2.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

2.1'4 COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS. The Court of Civil 
Appealg .,its in Hontgomery for a term commencing 
on the t~rst Honday in October of each year and 
continuing until June 30 of the following year. 

[Code §§12-3-S, l2-3-12J 
2.2.2 Organization. The Court of Civil Appeals 
does not si,t in panels or divisions. 

[See Code §12-3-3J 
2.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Civil Appeals may issue neces­
sary writs. 

b. The Court of Civil Appeals has exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction over all civil cases where 
the amount involved does not exceed $10,000, all 
appeals from administrative agencies other than the 
Public Service Commission, all appeals in workmen's 
compensation cases, all appeals in domestic rela­
tions cases, and all extraordinary writs arising 
from appeals in said cases. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.07; Code §§12-3-l, 
l2-3-10J 

2.4.2 Judges (3) 
a. The presiding judge of the Court of Civil 

Appeals is the judge who has served the longest. 
b. Court of Civil Appeals judges must be li­

censed to practice law in the state. They must not 
have reached the age of 70. 

c. Court of Civil Appeals judges are elected 
to 6-year terms by the voters of the state at 
large. Vacancies are filled by gubernatorial ap­
pointment. 

[Const. Amend. No. 328, §§6.07, 6.13, 6.14, 
6.16; Code §§12-3-3, l2-3-4J 

2.5.2 Administration 
a. The presiding judge is responsible for gen­

eral supervision of the court. 
b. There is no provision for an administrator 

for the Court of Civil Appeals. Reference Section 
S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The judges of the Court of Civil Appeals are 
authorized to appoint and employ a clerk. There 
are no formal provisions for assigning administra­
tive duties to the clerk, The clerk has the same 
responsibilities as the clerk of the Court of Crim­
inal Appeals. Reference Section 2.S.l.c. 

[Code §§12-3-20; 12-3-23] 
2.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[Code §12-11-4]. 
3.2 Organization. A Circuit Court sits in every 
county of the state. The state is divided into 39 
judicial circuits, each composed of from 1 to 5 
counties. Seven Family Courts have been created 
by legislation of local application in the legisla­
ture and sit as a division of the Circuit Court. 

[Code §§2-ll-l, 12-11-2; Administrative Direc­
tor of Courts] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Circuit Court has jurisdiction in all 

felony prosecutions, and in misdemeanors or ordi-
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nance violations included within a felony charge 
or that arise from the same incident as a felony 
charge. The court has exclusive original juris­
diction in civil actions in which the matter in 
controversy exceeds $5,000 and concurrent jurisdic­
tion with the District Court when the matter ex­
ceeds $500. Presiding judges of a circuit may ap­
point a circuit or district judge to handle juve­
nile jurisdiction and domestic relations matters. 
Hare than one judge may be appointed. The Family 
Court has jurisdiction in juvenile and domestic 
relations matters. 

b. The Cirruit Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over criminal, civil, and juvenile cases appealed 
from the District Court except in cases in which 
the appeal is directly to a court of appeals. 
(ThiR occurs when there is an adequate record of 
facts and all parties have waived right to a jury 
trial or when the parties agree that only questions 
of law are involved and the District Court judge 
certifies the questions.) The court also has ju­
risdiction over ordinance violation cases appealed 
from the Municipal Court and cases appealed from 
the Probate Court. Appeals to the Circuit Court 
are tried de novo. 

[Code §§12-ll-30, 12-12-72; Administrative 
Director of Courts] 

3.4 Judges (113) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

all the circuits of the Circuit Court. The pre­
siding judge of each circuit is elected by a ma­
jority vote of the judges in the circuit. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be licensed to 
practice law in the state. They must not have 
reached the age of 70. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of the circuit. 

[Canst., Amend. No. 328, §§6.07, 6.13,6.15, 
6.16; Code §12-l7-23] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no chief judge over all the 

circuits of the Circuit Court, the presiding judge 
of each circuit exercises general supervision over 
judges, clerks, registers, court reporters, bai­
liffs, sheriffs, and other court employees of the 
Circuit and District Courts within the circuit, 
except employees of the clerk. He has general 
supervision over the administrative operation of 
the District Courts within the circuit, subject to 
rules of the Supreme Court and the administrative 
authority of the Chief Justice. The presiding 
judges of Circuit and District Courts, or their 
designees over whom they have supervisory author­
ity, determine the calendaring of civil cases 
within their respective courts. 

b. There are no statutory provisions for an 
administrator over all the circuits of the Circuit 
Court or for administrators for the individual 
circuits. Local court administrators serve pur­
suant to local legislation. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks of the Circuit Cou·t are elected to 
6-year terms by the voters of the counties. In 
addition to clerical and recordkeeping duties, the 
clerks are responsible for such administrative 
duties as jury management and budget preparation, 
under the direction of the presiding circuit 
judges. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.20; Code §§12-l2-
10, 12-17-24, 12-17-93, 12-17-94; Alabama Rules 
of Judicial Administration (hereinafter 
A.R.J.A.), Rules 4, l5J 

.), 

3.6 Rule-making. The trial courts are governed by 
rules adopted by the Supreme Court. Pursuant to 
Rule 83, Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure (herein­
after A.R.C.P.), the courts may approve local 
rules not inconsistent with A.R.C.P. In addition, 
trial courts exercise limited rule-making autho­
rity in such areas as determination of days the 
clerk's office is open. See Rule 77(c), A.R.C.P.; 
A.R.J.A., Rule 5. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 DISTRICT COURT. In practice, each court sits 
in continuous session at the pleasure of the 
elected judge of the court. 

[Administrative Director of CourtsJ 
4.2.1 Organization. Generally, each county consti­
tutes a district. Sessions of the District Court 
are held in each county seat, each municipality 
with a population of 1,000 or more where no Munici­
pal Court exists (restricted to municipal cases), 
and at other locations within counties in which 
geographical venue lies in more than one place. 
There is a small claims docket in each District 
Court. In districts having more than one district 
judge, the presiding circuit judge may designate a 
district judge to handle domestic relations matters 
or juvenile matters. Hare than one judge may be 
appointed. 

[Code §§12-12-31, 12-15-3, 12-17-61, 12-17-70; 
Administrative Director of Courts] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court has jurisdiction over 

misdemeanors except ordinance violations in munici­
palities having Municipal Courts, any prosecution 
involving a felony offense, or any misdemeanor for 
which an indictment has been returned by a grand 
jury. The District Court may hold preliminary 
hearings, and may receive guilty pleas in fel~nies 
not punishable by sentence of death. The District 
Court has jurisdiction over civil actions involving 
$5,000 or less and civil actions based on unlawful 
detainer. Certain civil matters are excepted as 
provided by law. The court has exclusive jurisdic­
tion over small claims involving $500 or less. 
Juvenile jurisdiction may be exercised by the Dis­
trict Court. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Code §§12-12-30, 12-12-31, 12-12-12. 12-l2-34J 
4.4.1 Judges (88) 

a. The presiding judge of each circuit, with 
the advice and consent of a majority of circuit 
judges in the circuit, appoints a presiding dis­
trict judge. 

b. Distri~t Court judges must be licensed to 
practice law in the state and must have been resi­
dents of their districts for 1 year preceding their 
election. 

c. District Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their districts. 

[Cons t., Amend. No. 328, § § 6.07, 6. 13, 6. 1 ~; 
A.R.J.A., Rule 6] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. Under the general superViSion DE the circuit 

presiding judges, the district presiding judges 
perform administrative duties as assigned. In 
practice, these duties usually include setting tlw 
District Court calendar and supervising District 
Court staff personnel. 

b. There are no sLatutory provisions for admin­
istrators for the districts of thl' District ClJurt. 
Local court administrators serve pursuant to llJcal 
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legislation. Reference Section S.2.b (state-level 
administratod. 

c. Except as otherwise provided, the clerk of 
the Circuit Court is the ex officio clerk of the 
District Court within the circuit and has adminis­
trative responsibility for and supervision of the 
records and clerical services of the court. 

Note: Authority and responsibility for the 
operation of a separate clerk's office for the 
District Court may be authorized by the Supreme 
Court upon the written request of the clerk of the 
Circuit Court or the judges of the District Court. 
Whenever a separate district clerk's office is 
authorized, the circuit clerk is not ex officio 
clerk of the District Court and has no administra­
tive responsibilities for and supervision over the 
operation of the office. Instead, this responsi­
bility is vested in the clerk of the District 
Court, who performs all duties and responsibilities 
that would have been performed by the circuit 
clerk. The clerk of a District Court is appointed 
by the Administrative Director of Courts, with the 
advice and consent of the presiding judge of the 
Circuit Court and a majority of the district 
judges. The clerk may be removed for cause by the 
Administrative Director and is not subject to the 
state merit system except for pay purposes. 

[Code §§12-l7-l60, 12-17-161; Administrative 
Director of Courts] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Sections 1.6 and 3.6 

4.1.2 PROBATE COURT. The Probate Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[Code §12-13-3] 
4.2.2 Organization. There is a Probate Court in 
each county. There are no specialized divisions 
of the court. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.06J 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction. 
a. The Probate Court has original and general 
jurisdiction over all probate matters, including 
the probate of wills, the settlement of accounts 
of executors and administrators, the appointment 
and removal of guardians, the partition of lands, 
name changes, etc. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Code §§12-13-l] 
4.4.2 Judges (67) 

a. TIle Probate Court does not have presiding 
judge's. 

b. Probate Court judges must be citizens of the 
state and must have been residents of their coun­
ties for at least 1 vear. 

c. Probate Court" judges arc elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their counties. 

[Con8t., Amend. No. 328, §§6.13, 6.15; Code 
§§12-13-30, 12-13-31J 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Probate Court. 
h. There are no provisions for administrators 

for tlw Probute Court. Referenc(' Secti,)tl 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. A Probate Court judge has authority to ap­
point at his own expense a chief clerk and such 
other clerks as he deems necessary. In practice, 
the clerk designates District Court magistrates 
within his office and attends sessions of court as 
required. ns is responsible for indexing files, 
issu~ng all processes and notices as required, 
keeplng records of court as required by law, safe­
ly keeping or disposing of all papers filed before 
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the court, managing jurors, preparing annual bud­
gets for his office, designating approved state 
depositaries, remitting fines and forfeitures, 
preparing appeals transcripts, and acting as local 
purchasing agent. There are no formal provisions 
for assigning administrative duties to the clerk. 

[Code §12-l3-40j Administrative Director of 
Courts] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Sections 1.6 and 3.6. 

4.1.3 ML~ICIPAL COURT. In practice, each court 
sits iG continuous session at the pleasure of the 
appointed judge of the court. 

[Administrative Director of Courts] 
4.2.3 Organization. A Municipal Court is estab­
lished in each municipality in the state except 
those that choose not to have such courts by ordi­
nance. There are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.065j Code §12-14-l] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court has jurisdiction in all 
prosecutions for violations of municipal ordinan­
ces. It also has jurisdiction concurrent with the 
District Court in all violations of state law that 
are committed within the police jurisdiction of the 
municipality anJ that may be prosecuted as breaches 
of municipal ordinances. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.065j Code §12-l4-l] 
4.4.3 Judges (approximately 215). 

a. The number of municipal judges is locally 
determined. tf a municipality has more than one 
judge, the mayor designates a presiding judge. 

b. Municipal Court judges must be licensed to 
practice law in the state and must be qualified 
voters of the state. 

c. The governing body of the municipality ap­
points municipal judges by majority vote of its 
members. Full-time judges serve 4-year termsj 
part-time judges serve 2-year terms. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.065j Code §12-14-
30] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. A presiding judge of a Municipal Court has 

such additional duties and powers a~ provided by 
ordinance. 

b. TIlere are no provisions for administrators 
of the Municipal Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The municipality must provide necessary 
support personnel for the Municipal Court and may 
provide for clerks. There are no statutory provi­
sions for assign! -g administrative duties to the 
clerks. They ha\ responsibilities as determined 
by their respective courts. 

[Code §§12-l4-2, 12-14-30] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Reference Sections 1.6 and 3.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The consti­
tution provides that the Supreme C~urt has general 
supervision and control over the state courts. It 
further provides that the Chief Justice ~s the ad­
ministrative head of the judicial system. The 
Chief Justice must see that the business of the 
courts is attended with proper dispatch and that 
cases are not permitted to become congested or 
delayed, and he must see that prisoners do not 
remain in jail without a prompt trial. The con-
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stitution provides that the Chief Justice must 
appoint an Administrative Director of Courts and 
other needed personnel to assist him with his 
administrative tasks. Appellate justices and 
judges may be assigned to any appellate court for 
temporary service, and trial judges, supernumerary 
justices and judges, and retired judges may be 
assigned to any court for temporary service. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §§6.02, 6.l0j Code 
§l2-2-30j 

5.2 Administrative Office of Courts 
a. The Administrative Office of Courts is 

created by law. 
b. Administrative Director of Courts 

(1) lhe position of Administrative Director 
is authorized by the constitution. 

(2) There are no statutory qualifications 
for the Administrative Director of Courts. In 
practice, he is expected to have a college degree 
and extensive management experience and/or a degree 
in public administration or management. The Admin­
istrative Director is appointed by the Chief Jus-
tice. 

(3) The Administrative Director assists the 
Chief Justice in connection with his duties as ad­
ministrative head of the judicial system. He sup­
ports the Chief Justice in seeing that the business 
of the courts is attended with proper dispatch, 
that the dockets are not permitted to become con­
gested, and that trials and appeals are not de­
layed unreasonably. He is also authorized to 
direct the expenditure of funds to accounts for the 
judicial education of justices, judges, or court 
supportive personnel. In addition, he is respon­
sible for the coordination of functions and duties 
of administrative personnel of the trial courts or 
of the local court personnel systems and for the 
transfer and direction of expenditure of monies 
appropriated to certain state agencies and courts. 
The Administrative Director serves as ex officio 
head of the Department of Court Hanagement (refer­
ence Section 5.2.c below). 

c. Office organization. All officials, of­
ficers, and employees of the Administrative Office 
of Courts are appointed and employed by the Chief 
Justice. The office consists of 81 people: 40 
professionals (including the Administrative Di­
rector of Courts) and 41 clerical personnel. With­
in the administrative office is a department known 
as the Department of Court ~~nagement. This de­
partment is specifically charged with the duty of 
assisting the Chief Justice in connection with his 
duties as chief administrative officer of all the 
trial courts in the state. Unless the Chief Jus­
tice otherwise directs, the department is respon­
sible for trial court administration. 

The administrative office performs the fol­
lowing duties: 

(1) It works with the clerks and registers 
of all trial courts in the state to collect, ob­
tain, compile, and digest information and statis­
tics concerning the administration of justice in 
the state. 

(2) It serves as an agency to apply for and 
receive grants or other assistance and to coordi­
nate and conduct studies and projects in connec­
tion with the. improvement of the administration of 
justice and trial courts in Alabama. 

(3) It assists the Judicial Conference (ref­
erence Table 29: Judicial councils and confer­
ences) . 

__________________________________ , _____________ ~ • ..J\. ... _________ ~ _____ ___"_ ________________________________________ _ 



r 
r 

Figure 2: 

J 
Ca.se Jury 

Management & Management 
Division Division 

Alabama state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 

Director 
Trial Court 

Operations 

I 
Court Office 

Management 
Division 

})Jrector 
Alabama 
judicial 
College 

I 
Municipal 

Courts 
Division 

.\, 

Administrative Permanent 
Director t- - - - - Study 
of Courts Commission 

Legal 
Counsel 

1 
Director 
Research, 

Planning, and 
Development 

.. 

I 
Field 

Operations 
Division 

I 
Administrative 

Assistant 

"'; 

Budget 
Officer 

Purchasing 
Division 

Director 
"AOC" 

Operations 

Assistant 
Director 

"AOC" 
Operations 

Expense 
Accounting 
Division 

r-r~l 
Personnel 
Division 

1 
Director 

Administrative 
SerVices 

J 
Inform. t 

System 
Divisi 

ion 

on 



---- --...,.....---------"-------------- - -- - ----------

(4) It promotes, carries on, and assists the 
continuing legal and judicial education of jus­
tices, judges, clerks, registers and other court 
personnel and works with any organization or asso­
ciation of such officials. 

(S) It performs other duties as may be as-
signed by the Chief Justice. 

[Const. Amend. No. 328, §6.10; Code §§12-2-30, 
12-S-1, 12-S-2, 12-S-3, 12-S-6, 12-S-8, 12-S-9, 
12-S-11, 12-S-l3, 17.-S-39; Assistant Director, 
Administrative Office; Administrative Director 
of Courts] 

guasi-Judicial Officer~ 

6.1.1 CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT COURTS 
6.2.1 Referee 

a. District Court judges may appoint, with the 
approval of the Administrative Director of Courts, 
referees to serve on a full-time or part-time basis 
in connection with juvenile cases. Referees must 
be licensed to practice law in Alabama, with the 
exception of those who had been serving as referees 
for 10 or more years on January 16, 1977. 

b. Juvenile hearings may be conducted by a ref­
eree if the judge so directs. Upon conclusion of 
a hearing, the referee must transmit his findings 
and recommendations for disposition to the judge. 
Written notice is also given to the parties, who 
have the right to a rehearing before the judge. 
If a hearing before the judge is not requested or 
ordered, the findings and recommendations of the 
referee, if confirmed by an order of the judge or 
as modified by the judge, become the decree of the 
court. 

[Code §§ 12-15-6, 12-17-330] 

6.1.2 DISTRICT AND MUNICIPAL COURTS 
6.2.1 Magistrate 
--"a. An administrative agency is established in 
Alabama called the Magistrates Agency, and is di­
vided into two divisions, the District Court Mag­
istrates Agency Division and the Municipal Court 
Magistrates Agency Division. The District Court 
Magistrates Agency Division includes the following; 
all clerks of state trial courts and their desig­
nees within office; all persons serving as full­
time magistrates or warrant clerks on September I, 
1976; and all persons appointed to serve as magis­
trates by the Administrative Director of Courts, 
upon recommendation by the judge or judges Bcd the 
clerk of the District Court. The division also 
includes any judge of a court of limited jurisdic­
tion in any county (municipal judges excluded) 
whose judgeship has been abolished by Amendment 328 
prior to the expiration of his term who elects to 
automatically become a magistrate for the duration 
of his unexpired term as a judge. 

The Municipal Court Magistrates Agency 
Division is composed of the following; all clerks 
of Municipal Courts and any persons within the 
clerks' offices desib~~~ed by the Administrative 

Director of Courts, upon recommendation of the 
clerks; and all persons appointed by the admlnis­
trative director, upon recommendation by municipal 
judges. 

b. The powers of magistrates are limited to; 
(a) issuance of arrest warrants (and in the Dis­
trict Court only, setting of bail under the direc­
tion of the court and, where the magistrate is li­
censed to practice law in Alabama, issuance of 
search warrants); (b) granting of bail under the 
direction of the court in minor misdemeanor prose­
cutions; and (c) receiving of guilty pleas in minor 
misdemeanors where a schedule of fines has been 
prescribed by rules. 

[Code §12-14-50 to §12-14-52; §12-17-250 to 
§12-l7-2S3; A.R.J.A., Rul p 18] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1.1 Judicial Inquiry Commission. The commission 
consists of seven members; one appellate justice 
or judge appointed by the Supreme Court, two cir­
cuit judges appointed by the Circuit Judges' As­
sociation, two nonlawyers appointed by the Gover­
nor, and two members of the bar appointed by the 
governing body of the Alabama State Bar. 
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[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.171 
7.2.1 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Supreme Court adopts rules governing the procedures 
of the commission. The commission is convened per­
manently with authority to conduct investigations 
and receive or initiate complaints concerning any 
judge in the state. The commission files a com­
plaint with the Court of the Judiciary (reference 
Section 7.1.2 below) if a majority of the members 
decide that a reasonable basis exists (1) to charge 
a judge with violation of any canon of judicial 
ethics, misconduct in office, or failure to perform 
his duties; or (2) to charge that the judge is 
physically or mentally unable to perform his 
duties. All proceedings are confidential except 
the filing of a complaint with the Court of the 
Judiciary. The commission, which has subpoena 
power, prosecutes the complaints. 

[ConsL, Amend. No. 328, §6.l71 

7.1.2 Court of the JLdiciary. The court consists 
of one appellate judge, selected by the Supreme 
Court, who serves as chief judge of the Court of 
the Judiciary; two circuit judges, selected by the 
Circuit Judges' Association; and tWl' members of the 
state bar, selected by the governing body of the 
Alabama State Bar. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.l8] 
7.2.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Supreme Court adopts rules governing the procedures 
of the Court of the Judiciary. The court is con­
vened to hear complaints filed by the Judicial In­
quiry Commission and has power to issue subpoenas. 
A judge aggrieved by a decision of tlte court may 
appeal to the Supreme Court, which will review the 
record of the proceedings on the law and the facts. 

[Const., Amend. No. 328, §6.1H] 

.l.. 

ALASKA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. Terms are held in Juneau, 
Anchorage, and Fairbanks, and at such other places 
as may be required, as ordered by the court. The 
court holds sessions on dates fixed by court rule. 

[Alaska Statutes (hereinafter A.S.) Section 
22.05.030; Rules of Court, Administrative Rule 
18 (a) ] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court may issue injunctions, 
writs, and all other processes necessary for the 
complete exercise of its jurisdiction. 

b. The Supreme Court has final appellate juris­
diction in all actions and proceedings. Appeal to 
the Supreme Court is a matter of right only in 
those actions and proceedings from which there is 
no right of appeal to the Court of Appeals (ref­
erence Section 2.3). A decision of the Superior 
Court on an appeal from an administrative agency 
decision may be appealed to the Supreme Court as a 
matter of right. The Supreme Court may in its dis­
cretion review final decision of the Court of Ap­
peals on application of a party (review by the Su­
preme Court). The court may also in its discretion 
review a final decision of the Superior Court on 
an appeal of a civil case commenced in the District 
Court. 

[A.S. §§22.0S.010, 22.07.020, 22.07.030] 
1.4 Justices (5) 

a. lbe Chief Justice is selected from among the 
justices by a majority vote of the justices and 
serves a 3-year term. A justice may serve more 
than one term as Chief Justice, but he may not 
serve consecutive terms. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be citizens of 
the United States and of Alaska, must have been 
residents of the state for 5 years immediately pre­
ceding their appointment, must be licensed to prac­
tice law in the state, and must possess any addi­
tional qualifications prescribed by law. A justice 
must have been engaged in the active practice of 
law for not less than 8 years immediately preceding 
his appointment. 

c. The Governor fills any vacancy in the office 
of Supreme Court justice by appointing one of two 
or more persons nominated by the Judicial Council 
(reference Table 12; Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions). Each Supreme Court jus­
tice is subject to approval or rejection in a re­
tention election on a nonpartisan ballot at the 
first general election held more than 3 years at­
ter his appointment. Thereafter, each Supreme 
Court justice is subject to approval or rejection 
in a like manner every 10th year. 

[Constitution, Article IV, Sections 2(6), 4, 
5,6; A.S. §22.0S.070] 
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1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the administrative head 

of all courts. The Supreme Court exercises admin­
istration and supervision over the entire court 
system through the Administrative Director of the 
Courts, presiding judges, area court administrators 
in three judicial districts, and the clerk of the 
Second Judicial District. Reference Section 5.1 
(General administrative authority). The Chief 
Justice has no specifically articulated duties with 
regard to the administration of the Supreme Court. 

b. Reference Section S.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. A clerk, who is appointed by and serves at 
the pleasure of the Supreme Court, is authorized 
by court rule. There are no formal provisions for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerk. In 
practice, the clerk supervises 11 other clerks who 
perform duties similar to those of trial court 
clerks. 

[Const., Art. IV, §16; Rules of Court, Adminis­
trative Rule 27; Administrative Director of the 
Courts] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court makes and pro­
mulgates rules governing practice and procedure in 
criminal and civil cases in all courts. These 
rules may be changed by the legislature by a two­
thirds vote of the members elected to each house. 
The Supreme Court also makes and promulgates rules 
governing the administration of all courts. 

[Const., Art. IV, §lS] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. Terms are held in Anchorage, 
and at such other places as may be required, as or­
d~red by the court. The court holds sessions on 
dates fixed by court rule. 

[Rules of Court, Ar. ,tinistrative Rule 18 (a)] 
2.2 Organization. The court sits en banc to decide 
all matters. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 
2.3 Jurisdiction. 

a. The Court of Appeals may issue injunctions, 
writs, and all other process necessary for the com­
plete exercise of its jurisdiction. 

b. The Court of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­
tion in actions and proceedings commenced in the 
Superior Court involving the following; criminal 
prosecution; postconviction relief; children's 
court matters including waiver of children's court 
jurisdiction over a minor; extradition; habeas 
corpus; probation and parole; and bail. The court 
has jurisdiction to hear appeals of sentences of 
imprisonment imposed by the Superior Court on the 
grounds that the sentence is excessive or too len­
ient and, in the exercise of this jurisdiction, may 
modify the sentence as provided by law and the 
state constitution. The Court of Appeals also has 
jurisdiction to review the following; (1) a final 
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SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in all actions and proceedings. 
- Appeals of right of those actions not appealable as of right 

to the Court of Appeals, and from Superior Court decisions on 
administrative appeals. 

- Discretionary revlc\.l of questions of law certified by the 
Court of Appeals, and of final decisions of the Superior Court 
dealing wi th civil actions appealed from the District Court. 

j ~ 

COURT OF APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdict ion: 
- Appeals from final decisions involving criminal prosecution, 

pas tconvic tion relief I extradition, habeas corpus, probation, 
parole, bail, and children's court matters. 

- Sentence review. 

4 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in ':311 civil matters, including probate 

and guardianship. 
- Original jurisdiction in all criminal matters. 
- Juvenile matters. 
Appeals on recore! unless trial de novo is granted. 
Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (t.) 
23 judges; 46 part-time magistrates 

DISTRICT COURT MAGISTRATE COURT 
(High volume) (Low volume) 
23 judges 46 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000, - Small claims under $2,000. 

and small claims under - Misdemeanors, ordinance 
$2, 000. violations, and preliminary 

- Hi sdemeanors, ordinance hearings. 
Violations, and preliminary No jury trials. 
hearings. 

Six-person jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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decision of the District Court in an action or pro­
ceeding involving criminal prosecution, postconvic­
tion relief, extradition, probation and parole, and 
habeas corpus or bail; and (2) the final decision 
of the District Court on a sentence imposed by 
it. An appeal to the Court of Appeals is a matter 
of right in all actions and proceedings within its 
jurisdiction except that (1) the right of appeal 
to the Court of Appeals is waived if an appellant 
chooses to appeal the final decision of the 
District Court to the Superior Court; and (2) the 
state has no right of appeal in criminal cases 
except to test the sufficiency of the indictment 
or information or to appeal a sentence on the 
ground that it is too lenient. lbe Court may in 
its discretion (1) review a final decision of the 
Superior Court on an appeal from a District Court 
in an action or in proceedings involving criminal 
prosecution, post conviction relief, extradition, 
probation and parole, and habeas corpus or bail; 
and (2) review the final decision of the Superior 
Court on appeal of a sentence imposed by the Dis­
trict Court. A final decision of the Court of 
Appeals is binding on the Superior Court and on the 
District Court unless superseded by a decision of 
the Supreme Court. 

[A.S. §22.07.020, 47.10.010(a)(1)] 
2.4 Judges (3) 

a. The Chief Justice designates one judge to 
be presiding judge. A presiding judge holds office 
for a term of 1 year and is eligible to succeed 
himself thereafter. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. The Governor fills any vacancy in the office 
of Court of Appeals justice by appointing one or 
two or more persons nominated by the Judicial Coun­
cil (reference Table 12: Characteristics of judi­
cial nominating commissions). Each judge is sub­
ject to approval or rejection in a retention elec­
tion on a nonpartisan ballot at the first general 
election held more than 3 years after his appoint­
ment. Thereafter, each judge is subject to approv­
al or rejection in a like manner every eight years. 

[Const., Art. IV, §5; A.S. §§22.07.060, 
22.07.076] 

2.5 Administration 
a. The presiding judge has administrative au­

thority over the court, to the extent delegated by 
the Chief Justice. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court performs all 
administrative duties for the Court of Appeals. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 
2.6 Rule-making. The Court of Appeals has no rule­
making authority. Reference Section 1.6. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The Superior Court holds ses­
sions at times designated by rule or order of the 
Supreme Court. 

[A.S. §22.l0.0S0] 
3.2 Organization. There is one Superior Court for 
the state, consisting of four districts defined by 
geographic boundaries. The Superior Court holds 
regular sessions in each district at places desig­
nated by rule or order of the Supreme Court. There 
are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[A.S. §§22.10.010, 22.10.050] 
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3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court has original jurisdiction 

in all criminal and civil matters including but not 
limited to probate and guardianship of minors and 
incompetents. The Superior Court exercises juve­
nile jurisdiction in matters involving juvenile 
intake, formal petitions, adjudication and disposi­
tion hearings, and annual review of those institu­
tionalized. 

b. The Superior Court has jurisdiction over all 
matters appealed to it from a subordinate court or 
administrative agency when appeal is provided by 
law. Appeals are a matter of right, but no appeal 
may be taken by the defendant in a criminal case 
after a plea of guilty, except on the ground that 
the sentence was excessive. The hearings on appeal 
from a final order or judgment of a subordinate 
court or administrative agency must be on the 
record unless the Superior Court grants a trial de 
novo. 

[A.S. §22.l0.020; Administrative Director of 
the Courts] 

3.4 Judges (21) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

the four districts. The Chief Justice designates 
one judge from each judicial district to be presid­
ing judge of that district. A presiding judge 
holds office for a term of 1 year and is eligible 
to succeed himself thereafter. 

b. Superior Court judges must have been citi­
zens of the United States and of Alaska for at 
least 5 years immediately preceding their appoint­
ment, must have been engaged for not less than 5 
years in the active practice of law, and at the 
time of appointment must be licensed to practice 
law in the state. 

c. The Governor fills any vacancy on the Supe­
rior Court by appointing one of two or more per­
sons nominated by the Judicial Council (reference 
Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating 
commissions). Each Superior Court judge is subject 
to approval or rejection on a nonpartisan ballot 
at the first general electior. held more than 3 
years after his appointment. Thereafter, he is 
subject to approval or rejection in like manner 
every 6th year. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§4, 5, 6; A.S. §§22.l0.090, 
22.10.130; Rules of Court, Administrative Rule 
37(a)) 

3.5 Administration. The Alaska trial courts al~ 
administered through mid-level, multi-court units 
of administration. The state is divided into four 
judicial districts with one division of the Supe­
rior Court and District Court in each. 

a. Whereas there is no chief ;udge over the 
four districts, the presiding Ju~ge of each judi­
cial district is responsible for supervising the 
administration of all court units within his dis­
trict. The presiding judge may appoint acting dis­
trict judges as needed, and he appoints the magis­
trates for the District Court of his judicial dis­
trict. He assigns district judges and magistrates 
in his judicial district as to time and place to 
hold court. The presiding judge also assigns cases 
pending to the judges made available within the 
district, supervises the judges and their court 
personnel in the carrying out of their official 
duties, and expedites and keeps current the 
business of the court within the district. The 
presiding judge in any judicial district may assign 
any district judge or magistrate within his dis­
trict to serve temporarily in any other judicial 
district. The presiding judge of each judicial 
district and the Administrative Director must, 



after consideration of the state of the District 
Magistrate Court dockets from time to time, submit 
joint recommendations to the Supreme Court as to 
methods of improving the administration of justice 
in such courts. In addition, the presiding judge 
prescribes when the judges in his district will 
take their annual vacations. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over the four districts. Area court administrators 
are authorized for three of the four judicial dis­
tricts. The area court administrarors implement 
policies and procedures of the Alaska court system; 
participate in ~he formulation and implementation 
of local court policies, procedures, and objec­
tives; and direct al.d coordinate the functions of 
local department heads. 

c. In the judicial district where the position 
of area court administrator has not been authorized 
(the Second Judicial District), a clerk is appoint­
ed for that district. The clerk has responsibility 
for the following duties: 

(1) Attending sessions of the Superior Court 
in his district and waiting upon a judge or judges 
of the court in chambers when required. 

(2) Keeping such indexes as will ensure 
ready reference to any action or proceeding filed 
in the court. 

(3) Issuing all process and notices required 
to be issued. 

(4) Keeping the minutes and maintaining such 
other records of the court as a=e required by the 
rules and the Administrative Director. 

(S) Safely keeping or disposing of, accord­
ing to law or rule of the Supreme Court, all papers 
and records filed or deposited in any action or 
proceeding before the court. 

(6) Performing such duties as are or may be 
required of him by the Superior Court and by ~he 
rules of the Supreme Court. 

[A.S. §§22.10.0l0, 22.10.130, 22.lS.020, 
12.1S.170, 22.lS.l90; R~les of Court, Adminis­
trative Rules 30(a), 30(b), 33(a), 33(b), 
33(e), 37(a), 48(a); Alaska Court System, 
Class Specification] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court sits in 
continuous session. The presiding judge of the 
Superior Court in each judicial district assigns 
District Court judges and magistrates in his judi­
cial district as to time to hold court. 

[A.S. §22.1S.l90; Rules of Court, Administra­
tive Rule 33(a)] 

4.2 Organization. There is a District Court in 
each of the four judicial districts of the Superior 
Court. The Superior Court presiding judges assign 
district judges and magistrates as to the place to 
hold court in their respective districts. The Dis­
trict Court is divided into two types of courts, 
one presided over by judges, the other, known as 
Magistrate Court, presided over by magistrates. 

[A.S. §§22.lS.0l0, 22.15.190; Rules of Court, 
Administrative Rules 33(a») 

4.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The civil jurisdiction of the District Court 

is limited generally to actions not exceeding 
$10,000 and to small claims jurisdiction when the 
relief sought does not exceed $2,000. The District 
Court has jurisdiction over misdemeanors and viola­
tions of the ordinance of political subdivisions. 
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The jurisdiction of the District Court does not ex­
tend to an action in which the title to real prop­
erty is in question; or an action for false impris­
onment, libel, slander, malicious prosecution, 
criminal conversation, seduction upon a promise to 
marry, actions of an equitable nature, or actions 
in which the state is a defendant. 

Magistrate Court has the same criminal juris­
diction but is limited to small claims under $2,000 
in civil jurisdiction. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[A.S. §§22.15.030, 22.15.040, 22.15.050, 
22.15.060] 

4.4 Judges (23) and magistrates (46). The number 
of district judges and magistrates within each 
judicial district is set forth in the statutes, and 
may be increased or decreased by rule of the 
Supreme Court. 

a. Reference Section 3.S.a. 
b. District Court judges must be citizens of 

the United States and of the state, must be at 
least 21 years of age, and must have been residents 
of the state for at least S years immediately pre­
ceding appointment. A judge must also have been 
engaged for not less than 3 years in the active 
practice of law, and at the time of appointment 
must be licensed to practice law in the state. 

Hagistrates must be citizens of the United 
States and uf the state, must be at least 21 years 
of age, and must have been residents of the state 
for at least 6 months immediately preceding ap­
pointment. 

c. The Governor must fill a vacancy or appoint 
a successor to fill an impending vacancy in the 
office of District Court judge within 45 days after 
receiving nominations from the Judicial Council 
(reference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions) by appointing one of two or 
more persons nominated by the council for each ac­
tual or impending vacancy. Judges face a reten­
tion election 1 year after their appointment. 
Thereafter, they are subject to approval or rejec­
tion in like manner every 4 years. 

The presiding judge of the Superior Court in 
each judicial district appoints the magistrates for 
the District Court for the judicial district. Hag­
istrates serve at the pleasure of the presiding 
judges. 

[A.S. §§15.3S.l00, 22.15.020, 22.1S.160, 
22.15.170; Rules of Court, Administrative Rule 
31; Administrative Director of the Courts] 

4.5 Administration 
a. Re ference Section 3.5.a. 
b. Re ference Section 3. S.b. 
c. Re ference Section 3.S.c. 

4.6 Rule-making. Re ference Section 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court is the administrative 
head of all coures. The Chief Justice may assign 
judges from one court or division thereof to an­
other for temporary service. With the approval of 
the Supreme Court, he appoints an Administrative 
Director to serve at his pleasure and to supervise 
the administrative operations of the judicial sys­
tem. He also designates a presiding judge for each 
judicial district. The Chief Justice may assign a 
superior Court judge and his court personnel for 
temporary duty anywhere in the state. Reference 
Section 1.S.a. 

.), 
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(Const., Art. IV, §16; A.S. §§22.05.l50, 
22.10.130, 22.10.140] 

5.2 Office of the Administrative Director of the 
Courts 
-----a-. There is no specific authorization for the 
Office of the Administrative Director of the 
Courts. 

b. Administrative Director of the Courts 
(1) The Alaska Constitution, Article IV, §16 

authori~~s the appointment of an Administrative 
DirectJr Gf the Courts. 

(2) The Administrative Director is required 
to have a college degree and prior experience in 
court administration; a law degree is desirable. 
The Administrative Director is appointed by the 
Chief Justice with the approval of the Supreme 
Court. 

(3) Under the supervision and direction of 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the Admin­
istrative Director of the Courts has the following 
duties and responsibilities: 

(a) Supervises the administrative oper­
ation of the judicial system. 

(bJ Establishes the administrative 
methods and systems to be employed in the offices 
of the clerks and other officers of the courts. 

(c) Periodically inspects and examines 
the administrative methods and systems in use and 
makes recommendations to the Chief Justice for the 
improvement of such administrative methods and 
systems. 

(d) Examines the state of the dockets 
of all courts, and determines the need for assis­
tance by any court. He confers with the Superior 
Court judges on the status of their calendars and 
administrative matters at the request of the Chief 
Justice. 

(e) Makes recommendation. to the Chief 
Justice relating to the assignment or reassignment 
of judges where Courts are in need of assistance 
and carries out the directions of the Chief Justice 
as to the assignment of judges within or to other 
judicial districts where the courts are in need of 
assistance. 

(f) Collects and compiles statistical 
and other data pertaining to caseload and transmits 
copies of the same to the Supreme Court and the 
Judicial Council to the end that proper action may 
be taken in respect thereto. 

(g) Prepares and submits budget esti­
mates of state appropriations necessary for the 
maintenance and operation of the judicial system 
and makes recommendations with respect thereto. 

(h) Draws all requiRitions requiring 
the payment of state monies appropriated for the 
maintenance and operation of the judicial system. 

(i) Collects statistical ~nd other data 
and makes reports relating to the expenditure of 
public monies, state and local, for the maintenance 
and operation of the judicial system and the 
offices connected therewith. 

(j) Obtains reports from clerks of 
court in accordance with the requirements of the 
Supreme Court on cases and other judicial business 
in which action has been delayed beyond periods of 
time specified by law or rules of court and makes 
report thereof to the Chief Justice, the Supreme 
Court, and the Judicial Council. 

(k) Acts as secretary of the Judicial 
Council and p~rforms such other duties as may be 
assigned by the Supreme Court and the Chief Jus­
tice. 
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(1) Formulates and submits to the Chief 
Justice, the Supreme Court, and the Judicial Coun­
cil recommendations of policies for the improvement 
of the judicial systems. 

(m) Serves as legal advisor for the 
Chief Justice and the Supreme Court in all legal 
matters not adjudicatory in nature: 

(i) Prepares memoranda on statutes 
which may affect the judiciary. 

and procedure. 
(ii) Drafts of rules of practice 

(iii) Conducts and supervises re­
search on procedure and court administration. 

(iv) Instructs court personnel 
concerning rules or statutes governing ministerial 
and other nonadjudicatory duties. 

(v) Prepares a syllabus for the 
basic legal instruction of magistrates and other 
lay personnel. 

(vi) Annotates and edits revisions 
and supplements to the Alaska Rules of Court 
Procedure. 

(vii) Renders legal opinions in any 
nonadjudicatory matter as he may be directed from 
time to time by the Chief Justice. 

(n) Attends to such other matters as 
may be assigned by the Chief Justice. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the 
Administrative Director of the Courts consists of 
59 people: 19 professionals (including the Admin­
istrative Director of the Courts) and 40 clerical 
personnel. The professional staff provides support 
services in the following areas: computer opera­
tions and data entry; facilities management and 
jury management; accounting, auditing, and purchas­
ing; education, training, and library service&; 
personnel systems and office management; legisla­
tive liaison; and planning and research activities, 
which include statistical compilation, research, 
and statistical analysis. 

[Const., Art. IV, §16; A.S. §22.05.l50; Rules 
of Court, Administrative Rule 1; Administrative 
Director of the Courts] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2 ~laster 

a. Masters are appointed by the judges of the 
Superior Court or by the Administrative Director 
of Courts. In practice, masters are lawyers. 

b. Masters have no authority to issue orders; 
however, they do make findings and recommendations 
to the Superior Court judgp for his disposition. 

JUdicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Qualifications. The 
commission consists of nine members as follows: 
one justice of the Supreme Court, elected by the 
justices of that court; three judges of the Supe­
rior Court, elected by the judges of that court; 
one judge of the District Court, elected by the 
judges of that court; two members who have prac­
ticed law in Alaska for 10 years, appointed by the 
governing body of the organized bar; and two citi­
zens who are not judges, retired judges, or members 
of the state bar, appointed by the Governor and 
subject to confirmation by a majority of the mem­
bers of the legislature in joint session. 

[Const., Art. IV, §lO; A.S. §22.30.0l0] 

.), 

7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The com­
mission makes rules implementing the laws regarding 
judicial discipline, including disqualification, 
suspension, removal, retirement, and censure of 
judges, and providing for confidentiality of its 
proceedings. On recommendation of the commission 
or on its own motion, the Supreme Court may dis-
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qualify, ·suspend from office, retire for disabil­
ity, or censure or remove a judge for action that 
constitutes willful and persistent failure to per­
form his duties, habitual intemperance, or conduct 
prejudicial to the administration of justice that 
brings the judicial office into disrepute. 

[A.S. §§22.30.060, 22.30.070] 
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ARIZONA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREHE COURT. The court sits in the capital 
city of Phoenix. It is open for business every 
day, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. 

[Constitution, Article VI, Section 2; Arizona 
Revised Statutes (hereinafter A.R.S.) Section 
12-105; Administrative Office of the Courts] 

1.2 Organization. The court sits in accordance 
with rules adopted by it, either en banc or in 
divisions of not less than three justices. The 
court cannot declare any law unconstitutional 
except when sitting en banco 

[Const., Art. VI, Section 2] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has original and exclusive 
jurisdiction to hear and determine causes between 
counties concerning disputed boundaries and surveys 
thereof or concerning claims of one county against 
another. It also has original jurisdiction in 
extraordinary writs to state officers and the power 
to issue injunctions and writs necessary and proper 
to the complete exercise of its appellate and 
revisory jurisdiction. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
in all actions and proceedings, except those origi­
nating in courts not of record, unless the action 
involves the validity of a tax, impost, assessment, 
toll, statute, or municipal ordinance. Direct 
appeal to the Supreme Court is permitted in those 
cases where the judgment imposed consists of either 
death or life imprisonment. 

[Const., Art. VI, §5; A.R.S. §12-120.21] 
1.4 Justices (5) 

a. The Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme 
Court is elected to a 5-year term by his peers. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be persons of 
good moral character, must be admitted to the 
practice of law in the state, and must have been 
residents of the state for a minimum of 10 years. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of at least three qualified 
candidates, submitted by the Commission on Appel­
late Court Appointments (reference Table 12: Char­
acteristics of judicial nominating commissions). 
The normal term of office is 6 years; however, 
after initial appointment by the Governor, justices 
serve 2-year terms and are then subject to a 
retention vote at the first general election. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§3, 4, 6, 37] 
1.5 Administration 

a. The Chief Justice exercises the Supreme 
Court's administrative supervision over all courts 
of the state. This is accomplished through the 
Administrative Director of the Courts, chief 
judges, presiding judges, and trial court adminis­
trators. Reference Section 5.1 (General adminis­
trative authority). The Chief Justice has no 
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specifically articulated duties with regard to the 
administration of the Supreme Court. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

C. The position of clerk is authorized by the 
utate constitution. The clerk is appointed by and 
serves at the pleasure of the Supreme Court. The 
clerk attends sessions of the court and is respon­
sible for issuing the writs and processes of the 
court. He is also responsible for the following: 
maintaining books of record; entering all orders, 
judgments, and decrees; furnishing certified copies 
of court records as requested and required; and 
microfilming and destroying records as provided by 
law. The clerk may appoint deputies to assist him. 

[Const, Art. VI, §§3, 7; A.R.S. §12-201 to 
§12-203] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court has the power 
to make rules relative to all procedural matters 
in any court. The court also has administrative 
supervision over all courts of the state. 

r Con st., At t. VI, § § 3, 5] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT' OF APPEALS. The court is divided into 
cwo divisions, one of which sits in Phoenix and the 
other in Tucson. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[A.R.S. §§12-l20, 12-120.6] 
2.2 O~ganization. Two divisions of the Court of 
Appeals exist; each encompasses 7 of the state'a 
14 counties. The First Division has 9 judges, 
sitting in 3 departments (panels) of 3 judges each. 
The Second Division has only 3 judges and no 
departments. Sessions of Divisions I and 2 are 
held in Phoenix and Tucson, respectively; however, 
they may be held in other locations if the majority 
of the judges of a division or department decides 
that the public interest so requires. Court of 
Appeals decisions are rendered by panels, composed 
of no more than three judges of the court. 

[A.R.S. §l2-120] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has jurisdiction to 
issue writs of certiorari to review the lawfulness 
of awards of the Industrial Commission and to enter 
juJgments affirming or setting aside the awards. 
It also has jurisdiction to issue injunctions and 
writs necessary and proper to the complete exercise 
of its appellate jurisdiction. 

b. The Court of Appeals has jurisdiction in all 
actions and proceedings originating in or permit­
ted by law to be appealed from the Superior Court, 
except criminal actions involving crimes for which 
a sentence of death or life imprisonment has ac­
tually been imposed. 

(A.R.S. §12-l20.21]. 
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2.4 Judges (12) 
a. The Court of Appeals has 2 chief 

presides over each of the 2 divisions. 
elected for a I-year term by the judges 
vision. 

judges; one 
Each is 
of his di-

b. Court of Appeals judges must be at least 30 
years old and must be of good moral character. 
They must have been residents of the state and must 
have been admitted to the bar of the state for at 
least 5 years. They must be qualified voters of 
their counties and must have been residents thereof 
for at least 3 years. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court Justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.c. The normal term of office is 6 
years; however, after initial appointment by the 
Governor, the judges serve 2-year terms and are 
then subject to a retention vote at the first gen­
eral election. 

[A.R.S. §§12-120.01, 12-120.04] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judges exercise administrative 
supervision over their respective divisions and 
perform other duties as prescribed by the Supreme 
Court. They apportion the business in such a man­
ner as to equalize case load in the subordinate 
departments. They also assign judges to the 
departments and may periodically rotate them. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeals. Refer~nce Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. A clerk is authorized for each division and 
is appointed and serves at the pleasure of the 
chief judge of the division. The clerks are 
responsible for the following: issuing writs and 
processes of the court; maintaining books of 
record and making entries as provid~d tor by law; 
furnishing certified copies of such records, as 
requested and 1- qui red; and maintaining the court's 
seal. 

[A.R.S. §§12-120.04, 12-120.05, 12-120.07, 
12-120.09] 

2.6 Rule-making. Procedures in appeals and other 
matters before the Court of Appeals are the sa: Ie 
as those of the Supreme Court. Reference Section 
1.6. Supreme Court Rules 47 and 48 apply specifi­
cally to the Court of Appeals. 

[17A A.R.S. Supreme Court Rules 1-26, 47-48]. 

Court of General Juri~~iction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The court sits in continuous 
s(;ssion. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts) 
3.2 Organization. Each of Arizona's 14 counties 
has a Superior Court. Sessions are held at the 
county seats. If public interest so requires and 
facilities are available, the Superior Court judges 
may hold court in other locations. Each county has 
at least one Superior Court judge. Additional 
judges may be authorized by law, but not to exceed 
one judge for each 30,000 inhabitants or majority 
fraction thereof. Additional judgeships are 
obtained by the county's Board of Supervisors pre­
senting a petition to the Governor. In counties 
having more than one Superior Court judge, a spe­
cialized Juvenile r~urt is established. Superior 
Cou~t judges in those counties designate annually 
one or more of their number to preside over the 
Juvenile Court. Local rules may in some cases 
establish specialized probate or other divisions, 
or cases may be assigned to particular judges based 
on the nature of the cases. 
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[Const., Art. VI, §10; A.R.S. §§8-202, 12-121, 
12-130] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court has original jurisdiction 

in the following: 
(1) Criminal cases amounting to felony, and 

cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided for by 
law, to include concurrent jurisdiction with jus­
tices of the peace in misdemeanors where the pen­
alty does not exceed $1,000 or 6 months of 
imprisonment. 

(2) Cases ,lnd proceedings in which exclusive 
jurisdiction is not vested by law in another court. 

(3) Cases of equity and at law that involve 
the title to or possession of real property, or the 
legality of any tax, impost, assessment, toll, or 
municipal ordinance. 

(4) Other cases in which the demand or value 
of property in controversy amounts to $1,000 or 
more. 

(5) Actions of forcible entry and detainer. 
(6) Proceedings in insolvency. 
(7) Actions to prevent or abate nuisance. 
(8) Matters of probate, divorce, annulment, 

and naturalization. 
(9) Exclusive jurisdiction in all matters 

affecting dependent, neglected, incorrigible, or 
delinquent children under the age of 18. 

b. The Superior Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over matters arising in Justice or City 
Magistrates Courts. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§14, 16; A.R.S. §12-123] 
3.4 Judges (80) 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the counties. Presiding judges, appohlced by 
the Supreme Court, serve the il1dj ':idual courts for 
the remainder of their terms of 4 years. If more 
than one judge hears cases in the Juvenile Court, 
a presiding judge is designated by the Superior 
Court judges of the county. 

b. Superior Court judges must be at least 30 
years old, must be of good moral character, must 
have been admitted to the practice of law in the 
state, and must have been residents of the state 
for 5 years. 

'. In each county with a population of 150,000 
or m'.;,re (Maricopa and Pima), a nonpartisan Commis­
sion on Trial Court Appointments (reference Table 
12: Characteristics of judicial nominating com­
missions) is established. When a vacancy occurs 
or a new judgeBhip is created, the Governor 
appoints a judge from a list of no less than 3 
candidates submitted by the Commission. In 
counties with a population of less than 150,000, 
judges are elected 
by the voters at the general election. Counties 
with less than 150,000 can change from the popular 
election of judge to the commission and appointment 
system at any time by a majority of the county's 
popular vote. The regular term of a Superior Court 
judge is 4 years. Those judges appointed by the 
Governor serve initial terms of 2 years and are 
then subject to a retention vote at the first gen­
eral election thereafter. If retained by the 
voters, they then serve full 4-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§ll, 12, 22, 36, 37, 40; 
A.R.S. §8-202; Administrative Director of the 
Courts] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

j'Jdge over all the counties, the presiding judges 
of the individual courts exercise general adminis­
trative supervision over the courts, judges, and 
nonjudicial personnel. They make regular and 
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special assignments of all judges in accordance 
with the statutes and/or as directed by the Chief 
Justice. They prescribe the powers and duties of 
the clerks in addition to those prescribed by law 
and the Supreme Court. They promulgate such local 
rules as a majority of the judges approve or as the 
Supreme Court may direct. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the counties. Individual Superior Court 
administrators are authorized by court rule. At 
present, unly two counties (Maricopa and pima) have 
court administrators. The administrators, under 
the direction of the presiding judges, perform the 
following duties: 

(1) Compile and maintain records and statis­
tics of pending cases and other court business. 

(2) Assign all motions, pretrials, trials, 
and other matters for disposition, and maintain and 
publish all arraignments and calendars. 

(3) Advise the parties of the status of the 
various calendars. 

(4) Coordinate with the court clerks to 
accomplish the prompt and orderly disposition of 
court business. 

(5) Act as a court commissioner, if desig­
nated by the presiding judge. 

(6) Prepare the court budget. 
(7) Make suitable courtroom and personnel 

arrangements for visiting judges. 
(8) Supervise the office of the court admin­

istrator and its personnel. 
c. The Superior Court clerk is a constitutional 

position. The clerks are elected by the voters of 
their respective counties at the general election 
and hold office for 4 years. The clerks maintain 
their offices at the county seats and are respon­
sible for taking charge of and safely keeping and 
disposing of all books, papers, and records that 
are filed and deposited in their offices. They 
also attend each session of the court and are re­
sponsible for keeping a list of fees charged in 
each action. The clerks may appoint chief deputies 
to assist them. Superior Court clerks serve only 
the courts and do not perform the usual county 
clerk functions. Those functions are performed by 
the county recorders. 

[Canst., Art. VI, §23; A.R.S. §§11-419, 11-552, 
11-553; 17A A.R.S. Uniform Rules of Practice 
of the Superior Court of Arizona, Rules 1, 2; 
Arizona Court Roster.] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Superior Court of each county 
may make 01' amend its own RulE'S of Criminal Proce­
durE'; however, Supreme Court approval is required 
prior to promulgation. The Superior Court may also 
make or amend its own rules of civil procedure, 
provided they are consistent with the statewide 
Rules of Civil Procedure. 

[17 A.R.S. Rules of Criminal Procedure, Rule 
36; 16 A.R.S. Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 
81J 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 JGSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT. The Justice of 
the Peace Court sirs in continuous session. 

[Adm I n i s t raHve Di rpc tor a f the Court s] 
4.2.1 Organization. The Board of Supervisors in 
each county divides the county into justice pre­
cincts. Only one justice sits in each precinct, 
and rhpre are nu specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[A.I{.~. §22-101j 
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4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The Justice of the Peace Court has juris­

diction in the following criminal matters: 
(1) Preliminary hearings in felony cases. 
(2) Misdemeanors and criminal offenses pun­

ishable by a fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprison­
ment not exceeding 6 months or both. 

(3) Assault and battery, unless committed 
upon a public officer in the discharge of his du­
ties or if the ~ct's intent constitutes a felony 
under the law. 

(4) Petty theft. 
(5) Breaches of the peace, routs, affrays, 

and willful injuries to property. 
Justices of the peace have original Juris­

dl:tion in civil cases involving amounts under 
$2,500 and concurrent jurisdiction with the Supe­
rior Court in cases involving amounts between $500 
and $2,499. Justices have jurisdiction concurrent 
with the Superior Court in cases of forcible entry 
and detainer when the rental value of the property 
involved does not exceed $500 per month and where 
damages are less than $1,000. Justices have juris­
diction to try thE' right to possession of real 
property when the title thereto or the ownership 
thereof is not a subject of inquiry in the action. 
If title or ownership becomes an issue, the case 
is transferred to the Superior Court. The issue 
is not allowed to be raised in actions between 
landlord and tenant for possession of leased prem­
ises. 

b. The Justice of the Peace Court has no 
appellate jurisdictIon. 

[A.R.S. §§22-201, 22-301; Administrative 
Director of the Courts] 

4.4.1 Judges (84) 
a. Only the Justic~ of the Peace Court of 

Tucson has a presiding judge, who is appointed for 
the remainder of his 4-year term by the presiding 
judge of the Superior Court of Pima County. 

b, Qualifications for county office also apply 
to justices of the peace. They require a person 
to be 18 years of age or over, a resident of the 
state, a voter of the county or precinct, and able 
to read and write the English language. 

c. Justices of the peace are elected by the 
voters of the precincts and Berve 4-year terms. 

[A.R.S. §§11-402, 22-102, 22-111; Administra­
tive Director of the Courts] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. The position of presiding judge exists only 

in Tucson where four precincts have been consoli­
dated and a presiding judge has been selected. The 
presiding judge of the four precinc.s exercises 
general administrative supervision and coordination 
over the court, judges, and nonjudicial personnel. 
The presiding judge also provides liaison between 
the Justice of the Peace Court of Tucson and the 
presiding judge of the Superior Court of Pima 
County. 

b. Only the consolidated four precincts of 
Tucson have a court administrator. The Superior 
Court administrator for Pima County serves as the 
court administrator for the Justice of the Peace 
Court of Tucson. Reference Section 3.S.b. 

c. There are no statutory provisions for the 
position of clerk of the Justice of the Peace 
Court. Some justices hire a clerk and some serve 
as their own clerk. A constable is elected in 
each precinct. with the duties of assisting the 
justice of the peace by ~erving warrants and 
summonses, and collecting bail. 
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[National Survey of Court Organization, p. 95; 
Administrative Director of the Courts) 

4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 CITY MAGISTRATE COURT. (sometimes referred 
to as Police or Hunicipal Court) The City Hagis­
trate Court sits in continuous session. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 
4.2.2 Organization. A City Hagistrate Court is 
established in cities and towns incorporated under 
the general laws of the state. There are no spe­
cialized divisions of the court. 

[A.R.S. §22-402; Administrative Director of the 
Courts) 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The City Hagistrate Court has jurisdiction 

over all cases arising under muniCipal ordinances 
and also concurrent jurisdiction with justices of 
the peace over state law violations committed with­
in the city limits. 

b. The City }mgistrate Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[A.R.S. §22-402) 
4.4.2 Judges (94) 

a. Establishment of the position of presiding 
judge is at local discretion. 

b. City Hagistrate Court judges must be quali­
fied voters of their cities. The establishment of 
additional requirements is at local discretion. 

c. City Hagistrate Court judges are selected 
and serve such terms as provided by the charter or 
ordinance of their cities or towns. 

[Const., Art. VII, §15; A.R.S. §22-403; Admin­
istrative Director of the Courts) 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no formal. provisions for presiding 

judges for the City Hagis tra te Court. Esta blish­
ment of the p~sition is at local discretion. 

b. There are no formal provisions for court 
administrators for the City Hagistrate Courl. 
Establishment of the position is at local discre­
tion. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. There are no formal provisions for clerks 
for the City Hagistrate Courts. Establishment of 
the position is at local discretion. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts) 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The rules of criminal procedure 
for Superior Courts, including the provisions re­
garding bail, issuance of subpoenas, and punishment 
for disobedience thereof apply to City Hagistrate 
Courts so far as applicable and ,.hen not otherwise 
prescribed. 

[A.R.S. §22-423). 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court has administrative supervision over all the 
courts of the state. The Chief Justice, or in his 
absence or incapacity, the vice chief justice, 
exercises the court's administrative supervision 
over all the courts of the state. The Supreme 
Court appoints an Administrative Director and staff 
to serve at its pleasure to assist the Chief Jus­
tice in discharging his administrative duties. The 
Chief Justice is empowered to assign judges of any 
court to serve in other courts or counties. The 
SUpreme Court appoints the presiding judges of the 
Superior Courts. The Chief Justice, upon the 
request of the presiding judge of a Superior Court, 
may appoint a Superior Court judge pro tem. The 
appointment is for 6 months and can be renewed. 
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The Chief Justice may also appoint justices of the 
peace pro tem. These pro tem appointments are sub­
ject to the approval of the county Board of Super­
visors. Reference Section 1.5.a (Administration). 

[Const., Art. VI, §§3, 7, 11, 31; A.R.S. 
§12-l4l to 12-144, 22-121 to 22-124) 

5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 
a. The Administrative Office of the Courts is 

authorized by the Constitution. 
b. Administrative Director of the Courts 

(1) The position of Administrative Director 
of the Courts is authorized by the constitut {"n. 
The Administrative Director and staff serve at the 
pleasure of the Supreme Court and assist the Chief 
Justice in discharging his administrative duties. 

(2) There are no formal qualifications for 
the Administrative Director of the Courts. This 
position is filled by Supreme Court appointment. 

(3) The primary responsibilities of the 
Administrative Director of the Courts arp as fol­
lows: 

(a) Preparing and presenting state­
level budgets. 

(b) Adm"nistering the state-share pay­
roll for Superior Co~rt judges and judges pro tem­
pore; and administering payment of expenses of the 
statewide grand jury. 

(c) Planning and holding the two annual 
judicial conferences, one for appellate and Super­
ior Court judges and one for justices of the peace 
and city magistrates and administering a continuing 
judiCial education program with emphasis on judges 
of the courts of lLmited jurisdiction. 

(d) ,.eceiving and checking monthly case 
statistical reports from the Superior Court and the 
Court of Appeals and preparing year-end statistical 
compilations and the annual judicial report. 

(e) Providing administrative assistance 
to other courts. 

(f) Preparing administrative orders. 
(g) Serving as secretary to the Commis­

sion on Judicial Qualifications (reference Section 
7.1); maintaining commission files; and adminis­
tering payment of commission expenses. 

(h) Administering Foster Care Review 
Board System. 

(i) Administering State Aid for Proba­
tion Services program. 

(j) Performing plsnning functions for 
the state court system. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative 
Office of the Courts consists of 24 people: 14 
professionals (including the Administrative Direc­
tor of the Courts) and 10 clerical personnel. 
Duties are spread among staff members as time, 
experience, and expertise in the subject at hand 
allow. 

[Const., Art. VI, §7; State Court Administra­
tive Officers, p. 26; Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

QuaSi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.1 Court Commissioner 

a. Court commissioners are appointed by the 
judges of the Superior Court and serve at their 
pleasure. They are required to be United States 
citizens and residents of the county they serve. 

b. Court commiSSioners may l~ar and determine 
ex parte motions (except for injunctions) when the 

No information is available on the structure of the Arizona Administrative 
Office of the Courts at this time. 
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appointing judge is absent or disabled, take proof 
and report conclusions on any matter of fact not 
placed into issue by the pleadings, take and 
approve bonds, administer oaths and take affida­
vits, and acknowledge deeds or other official 
records. Superior court commissioners with greater 
authority are also provided pursuant to Article VI, 
§24 of the Constitution of Arizona and A.R.S. 
§12-2l3. Their functions are also regulated by 
Supreme Court Rule No. 46. Generally, these com­
missioners can hear default matters, initial 
appearances in criminal cases and certain show 
cause matters. 

[Const., Art. VI, §24j A.R.S. §§12-2ll, 12-212, 
12-213] 

6.1.2 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.2 Referee 

a. Referees are appointed by the Superior Court 
judge who has been assigned to juvenile cases and 
serve at his pleasure. The requirements for the 
position are also within the descretion of the 
appointing judge except that no contested hearing 
may be heard by a referee unless he has a law 
degree. 

b. The appointing judge can direct that any 
proceeding in a juvenile case be brought before a 
referee first. The referee then reports his con­
clusions to the judee. 

[A.R.S. §8-23l] 

6.1.3 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.3 Traffic hearing officer 

a. Traffic hearing officers are appointed by 
the Superior Court judge who has been assigned to 
juvenile cases, and they serve at his pleasure. 
The statutes only require that appointees be "of 
suitable experience [and] who may be magistrates, 
justices of the peace or probation officers". 

b. Traffic hearing officers are impowered to 
he.", any case wherein a child under 18 is charged 
wi "1 a nonfelonious motor vehicle violation. 

[A.R.S. §8-232] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 The Commission on Judicial Qualifications. The 
commission is composed of 9 persons: the Supreme 
Court appoints two judges of the Court of Appeals, 
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two judges of the Superior Court, and one justice 
of the peace; the governing body of the state bar 
appoints two members of the bar; and the Governor, 
subject to Senate confirmation, appoints two citi­
zens who may not be active/retired judges nor mem­
bers of the bar. 

[Const., Art. VI.I, §l] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Proce­
dures of removal and discipline are contained in 
the state constitution. The commission may insti­
tute an inquiry on its own motion or upon receipt 
of a verified statement. If the evidence warrants, 
the commission begins formal proceedings. The 
judge is notified in writing of the specific 
charges and is given 15 days to reply. He is also 
informed of his right to counsel. The final hear­
ing can be held before either the commission or a 
special master. (A special master may be appointed 
by the commission to conduct the formal evidentiary 
hearing to hear the evidence and prepare recom­
mended findings of fact for the Commission on Ju­
dicial Qualifications.) The judge must be given 20 
days notice of the time and place of the hearing. 
At the hearing, evidence is received as would be 
admissible in a state Superior Court. Oral evi­
dence is taken on oath and the chairman may 
subpoena witnesses and documents. At the end of 
the hearing, the commission or special master makes 
findings of fact and prepares a report, a copy of 
which is forwarded to the judge. He has 15 days 
to file an objection. If an objection is filed, 
the judge will be given an opportunity to be he~rd 
orally. At that time, the commission or special 
master either dismisses the charges or recommends 
to the Supreme Court the censure, suspension, 
removal, or retirement of the judge. Within 30 
days of the report's filing, the judge may petition 
the Supreme Court for an opportunity to orally 
argue his case. After being given that opportun­
ity, if requested, the Supreme Court makes its 
final decision. All matters pertaining to the pre­
liminary investigation and all papers filed with 
and all proceedings before the commission or spe­
cial master are confidential unless the judge 
requests that the information be reledsed. 

[Const., Art. VI.I; Rules of Procedure for the 
Commission on Judicial Qualifications; Adminis­
trative Director of the Courts] 

- , . \. 

ARKANSAS 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court of Arkansas 
sits at Little Rock, the state capital. The 
court's annual term begins on the first Monday of 
October. 

[Constitution, Article 7, Sections 4, 8; 
Arkansas Statutes 1947, Annotated (hereinafter 
A.S.A.) Section 22-205] 

1.2 Organization. The court sits in divisions 
pursuant to constitutional authority. Each of the 
two divisions has three associate justices. The 
Chief Justice sits in both divisions. If any 
justice in a division dissents, the case goes to 
the court en banco Statutes require that all 
cases involving the construction of the consti­
tution and capital offenses must be heard by the 
court en banco 

[A.S.A. §22-206; Twelfth Annual Report, 
Judicial Department of Arkansas, 1976 Judicial 
Statistics (hereinafter 1976 Annual Report), 
p. 1] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court has general superin­

tending control over all trial courts of law and 
equity. In aid of its appellate and supervisory 
jurisdiction, it has the power to issue writs of 
error and supersedeas, certiorari, habeas corpus, 
prohibition, mandamus, quo warranto, and other 
remedial writs. In the exercise of its original 
jurisdiction, it has the power to issue writs of 
quo warranto to the Circuit Court judges and 
chancellors, and to offices of political 
corporations (incorporated cities and towns) when 
the question involved is the legal existence of 
such corporations. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate 
jurisdiction coextensive with the state under such 
restrictions as prescribed by law. The court 
hears appeals from the Court of Appeals, the 
Circuit Court and the Chancery Court. Appeals are 
accepted at the discretion of the court. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§4, 5; A.S.A. §27-210l; 
Rules of Criminal Procedure 36.1j Outline of 
Basic Appellate Court Structure in the United 
States (1975), p. 18] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is elected to an 8-year 

term by the voters of the state in partisan 
elections. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 
years old, must be of good moral character, must 
be citizens of the United States, must have been 
residents of the state for at least 2 years, and 
must have been practicipg attorneys for at least 8 
years. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to 
8-year terms by the voters of the state in 
partisan elections. Vacancies are filled by the 
Governor. All appointees, however, are ineligible 
for election to the office. 
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[Const., Art. 7, §6; Const., Art. 7, §6, 
Amendment No.9; Const., Amend. No. 29] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is 

the administrative director of the Judicial Depart­
ment of the state. He exercises administration and 
supervision over the entire court system through 
the Executive Secretary, the chief judge of the 
Court of Appeals and the county judges. Reference 
Section 5.1 (General administrative authority). He 
has no specifically articulated duties with regard 
to the administration of the Supreme Court. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk, occupying a constitutionally 
authorized position, serves a 6-year term subject 
to removal for good cause. The clerk is respon­
sible for recording judgments, decrees, rules, 
orders and proceedings, together with the opinions 
of the court, and making complete alphabetical 
indexes to all books of record. 

[Const., Art. 7, §7; A.S.A. 23-206] 
1.6 Rule-making. The constitution does not 
specifically address rule-making powers, other 
than to grant the Supreme Court the power to make 
rules regUlating the practice of law and the 
professional conduct of attorneys. Statutory 
provisions grant the Supreme Court the power to 
prescribe rules of criminal and civil procedure 
for all courts of the state. The court also fixes 
the date when such rules become effective. All 
laws in conflict with such rules have no further 
force. The court may prescribe rules for its own 
administration, and it has general superintendin& 
control over all courts. Statutes empower the 
Chief Justice to issue orders and regulations as 
may be necessary for the efficient operation of 
all courts in the state. 

[Const., Art. 7, §4; Const., Amend. No. 28; 
A.S.A. §§22-142, 22-208, 22-212, 22-213, 
22-242 to 22-249] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The court is located in the 
city of Little Rock, but the court en banc or any 
panel thereof may sit in any county seat for the 
purposes of hearing argument in cases before it. 
The Court of Appeals sits in continuous session. 

[A.S.A. §22-1203; Office of the Executive 
Secretary of the Judicial Department] 

2.2 Organization. The Court of Appeals is a 
single court of statewide jurisdiction. The court 
is authorized to sit in panels of three justices 
each. 

[A.S.A. §22-1203] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has the authority to 
issue any writs, directives, orders, and mandates 
that are appropriate, and only those that are 



Figure 1: Arkansas court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction Over cases from 

Circuit Court, Chancery Court, and 
Probate Court. 

; .. 
COURT OF APPEALS 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction as 

determined by Supreme 
Court rule. 

f t t 
CHANCERY COURT (22) CIRCUIT COURT (19) PROBATE COURT (22) 
30 judges (chancellors) 33 judges Chancery Court judges serve 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdict ion: Jurisdiction: 
- Court of equity (land - Civil cases over SIOO. - Estate, adoption, mental 

disputes, domestic rela- - Original jurisdiction in health cases. 
t ions, support, cases criminal. No jury trials. 
seeking eqUitable relief). - Juvenile. 

No jury trials. (The Second Ci rcuit Court is di-
vided into the First (Civil) and 
Second (Criminal) Divisions. ) 

Hears appea.ls de novo. 
Jury trials. 

1 

f 
f t 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (12) MUNICr P~L COURT (9B) POLICE COURT 
county judges serve 9B judges 3 jud ges 
Jurisdiction va ries: Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Contracts and other civil - Contract under S300. Property - Civil cases under S300. 

matters not involving recov~ry under $300. Property - Hisdemeanors and city 
title to property. Haxi- damage under S100. ordinance violations. 
mum monetary limit varies - Felony prelimi""ries. His- No jury trials. 
from $500 to SI,500. demeanors. Ordinance viola-

Jury trials. tions if there is n~ City 
Court. 

_1 t f 
COUNTY COURT (75) JUSTICE OF TilE PEACF. COURT (3) CITY COURT (82) 
75 judges 2 justices of the peace 76 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in coun- - Contract under S300. Property - CiVil cases un(~..;!r 5300. 

ty taxes, coun ty expend! tu~es t recovery under 5300. Property - Misdemeanors and city 
Bnd claims against county. damage under S100. ordinance violations. 
Bas ta rdy proceedings. - Felony preliminaries. No jury trials. 

- Juvenile. Misdemeanors. 
No jury trial. Six-man jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

t Indicates transfer of cases. 
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appropriate, for the determination of cases within 
its jurisdiction. 

b. The Court of Appeals has such appellate 
jurisdiction as the Supreme Court determines by 
rule and is subject to the general superintending 
control of the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Amend. No. 58, §l; A.S.A. §22-1204) 
2.4 Judges (6) 

a. The Chief Justice designates one of the 
judges of the Court of Appeals as chief judge. 
The chief judge is appointed to a 4-year term and 
may be reappointed, subject to the discretion of 
the Chief Justice. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as justices of the Supreme Court. 
Reference Section 1.4.b. Each el~cted judge must 
be a resident of the district from which elected. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are elected to 
8-year terms in general elections by the voters of 
the state. 

[Const., Amend. No. 58, ~l; A.S.A. §22-1202, 
22-1205) 

2.5 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for assigning 

administrative duties to the chief judge. 
b. There are no provisions for an 

administrator for the Court of Appeals. Reference 
Section 5.2.b. (state-level administrator). 

c. The Supreme Court clerk appoints two 
deputies to handle the clerk's duties for the 
Court of Appeals. Reference Section 1.5.c. 

[A.S.A. §22-1208(b)) 
2.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court adopts rules 
for procedures to be followed in the Court of 
Appeals. 

[Court Rules--Supreme Court of Arkansas) 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session, and term beginning dates are specified in 
the statutes. 

[A.S.A. §§22-310, 22-311) 
3.2.1 Organization. Court is held in each county, 
normally at the county seat. The state is divjded 
into 22 judicial circuits, each of which contains 
from 1 to 7 counties. The court in the second 
circuit has been divided by statute into Criminal 
and Civil Divisions. 

[A.S.A. §§22-3l0, 22-311, 22-322 to 22-333) 
3.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Circuit Court has original jurisdic­
tion in all criminal and civil matters, unless 
exclusive jurisdiction has been granted to another 
court. 

b. The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over all courts of limited jur,i'ddiction. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§ll, 14) 
3.4.1 Judges (33) 

a. The Circuit Court does not have a chief 
judge over all the circuits or presiding judges 
for the individual circuits. 

h. Circuit Court judges must be United States 
citizens, must be at least 28 years old, must have 
been residents of the state for at least 2 years, 
must be of good moral character, and must have 
been practicing attorneys for at least 6 years. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected tr 4-year 
terms by the voters of their respective circuits 
in partisan elections. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§16, 17; A.S.A. §22-4l1) 
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3.5.1 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the Circuit Courts or for presiding 
judges for the individual circuits. 

b. There are no provisions for an adminis­
trator over all the Circuit Courts or for admin­
istrators for the individual circuits. Reference 
Section S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks are elected by the voters of their 
respective circuits to 2-year terms. In addition 
to their trial court functions, the Circuit Court 
clerks are also the ex officio recorders of the 
counties. They record and index all documents 
affecting the title to real estate and maintain 
files and records on all security transactions 
under the Uniform Commercial Code, except those 
transactions filed solely in the Secretary of 
State's office. 

[Const., Art. 7, §19; A.S.A. §17-360l; 1976 
Annual Report, p. 37) 

3.6.1 Rule-making. The Circuit Court and Chancery 
Court may adopt procedural rules, providing they 
are not in conflict with Supreme Court rules. 
Local rules do not become effective until a copy 
has been filed with the clerk of the Supreme 
Court. Circuit Courts have the power to make all 
rules necessary for the dispatch of business. 

[A.S.A. §22-309; Uniform Rules for Circuit and 
Chancery Courts No, 12) 

3.1.2 CHANCERY COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session and no terms are specified. 

[A.S.A. §§22-403, 22-406, 22-406.1) 
3.2.2 Organization. Chancery Courts sit in the 
same buildings in each county as the Circuit 
Court. The state is divided into 22 chancery cir­
cuits. HuIti - judge Chancery Courts are divided 
into divisions; these divisions are used to identi­
fy positions for election purposes, and to assign 
cases to judges. 

[A.S.A. §§22-403, 22-406.1, 22-412 to 22-431, 
27-117; Executive Secretary) 

3.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Chancery Court has jurisdiction in 

cases involving domestic relations matters, land 
disputes, reciprocal support actions, and other 
cases where equitable relief is sought. 

b. The Chancery Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Cunst., Amend. No. 24; A.S.A. §22-404; 1976 
Annual Report, p. iii) 

3.4.2 Judges (30 chancellors) 
a. The Chancery Court does not have a chief 

judge over all the circuits or presiding judges for 
the individual chancery circuits. 

b. Chancellors must meet the same qualifica­
tions as Circuit Court judges. Reference Section 
3.4.l.b. 

c. Chancellors also serve as Probate Court 
judges. Reference Section 3.2.3. Chancellors are 
elected to 6-year terms by the voters of their re­
spective circuits in partisan elections. 

[A.S .A. §22-409) 
3.5.2 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for a chief judge 
over all the Chancery Courts or for presiding 
judges for the individual chancery circuits. 

b. There are no provisions for an 
administrator over all the Chancery Courts or for 
administrators for the individual chancery 
circuits. Reference Section S.2.b (state-level 
administrator). 
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c. Chancery Courts are served by the Circuit 
Court clerks. Reference Section 3.5.1.c. 

[A.S.A. §22-44l] 
3.0.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 3.6.1. 
Chancellors have the power to prescribe 
administrative rules. 

[A.S.A. §22-518] 

3.1.3 PROBATE COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session and no terms are specified. 

[A.S.A. §22-406.l] 
3.2.3 Organization. The Probate Court is linked 
to the Chancery Court since Chancery Court judges 
(chancellors) also serve as Probate Court judges. 
The state is divided into 22 chancery circuits. 
Probate Court sits in the same building in each 
county as the Circuit Court and Chancery Court. 

[Const. Art. 7, §34; Const. Amend. 24, §l; 
A.S.A. §22-4l2 to §22-431] 

3.3.3 Juris~iction 
B. The judges (chancellors) of Chancery Court 

also serve as the judges of Probate Court and as 
such, hear cases involving wills, guardianship, 
adoption, mental commitments, and similar probate 
matters. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Canst. Art. 7, §34; Const. Amend. 24, §l] 
3.4.3 Judges (30 chancellors serve) 

a. The Probate Court does not have a chief 
judge over all the circuits or presiding judges for 
the individual circuits. 

b. Reference Section 3.4.2.b. 
c. Reference Section 3.4.2.c. 

3.5.3 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the Probate Courts or for presiding judges 
over all the individual circuits. 

b. There are no provisions for an administra­
tor over all the Probate courts or for administra­
tors for the individual circuits. Reference Sec­
tion 5.2.b (.tate-level administrator). 

c. Probate Courts are served by Circuit Court 
clerks. °eference Section 3.5.I.c. 

[Const. Art. 7, §19] 
3.6.3 Rule-~aking. Reference Section 3.6.1. Chan­
cellors have the power to prescribe administrative 
rules. 

[A.S.A. §22-5l8] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 MUNICIPAL COURT. The ~runicipal Court has no 
specified term of court. 
4.2.1 Organization. Any city with a popUlation of 
more than 2,400 can establish a ~runicipal Court by 
ordinance. Municipal Courts exercise countywide 
jurisdiction, except in cases of ordinance viola­
tions. If a coctnty has more than one Municipal 
Court, the specific geographical jurisdiction of 
each is sp<"cified. The Municipal Coures of Little 
Rock and North Little Rock each have two divisions, 
Traffir and Civil/Criminal. 

[A.S.A. §§22-701, 22-704, 22-710] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

.1. TIle ~unicipal Court has exclusive juris­
diction over ordinance violations where there is 
no City Court, and COncurrent jurisdiction with the 
Justice of the Peace Court and Circuit Court over 
misdemPilDors. The court's misdemeanor jurisdiction 
is exclusive of the Justice of the Peace Courts 
within tb" citv limits. The Municipal Court also 
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has civil jurisdiction in matters of contract up 
to $300 and actions for recovery of personal prop­
erty and/or damage thereto up to $300. Depending 
on the amount involved in a civil claim, the 
court's jurisdiction may be exclusive of or concur­
rent with the Circuit Court and the Justice of the 
Peace Court. The Municipal Court also conducts 
preliminary hearings. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[A.S.A. §22-709; Office of the Executive 
Secretary of the Judicial Department] 

4.4.1 Judges (98) 
a. The Municipal Courts do not have presiding 

judges. 
b. Municipal Court judges must be at least 25 

years old, must be of good moral character, must 
have been residents of the state for at least 2 
years, and must have been practicing attorneys for 
at least 6 years. 

c. Municipal Court judges are elected to 
4-year terms by the voters in partisan elections. 

[A.S.A. §22-703, 22-704] 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. There are no provLsLonS for presiding 
judges for the Municipal Courts. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Municipal Courts. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks are appointed by the judges. There 
are no provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerks. They are responsible for 
recording judgments, rules, orders, and other 
proceedings, preparing alphabetical indexes there­
to, and perfecting accounts of arrearages. 

[A.S.A. §§22-315, 22-713) 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Municipal Court judges have no 
procedural or administrative rule-making author­
ity, except for determining the qualifications of 
bail bondsmen. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 COUNTY COURT. Terms of the court begin on 
the first Monday of January, April, July, and 
October of each year. 

[A.S.A. §22-603] 
4.2.2 Organization. There is one County Court 
with one judge in each of the state's 75 counties. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[Const., Art. 7, §28] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The County Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction in all matters relating to county 
taxes, roads, bridges, ferries, paupers, bastardy, 
vagrants, the apprenticeship of minors, the dis­
bursement of money for county purposes, and "in 
every other case that may be necessary to the in­
ternal improvement and local concerns" of the 
county. In the absence of the Circuit Court judge, 
the County Court judge may issue injunctions, pro­
visional writs, and writs of habeas corpus. 

b. Tile County Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. 7, §28; A.S.A. §§17-3903, 
17-3905] 

4.4.2 Judges (7S) 
a. Each of the state's 75 counties has one 

County Court and one judge; therefore, the County 
Courts do not have presiding judges. 

b. County Court judges must be United States 
citizens, must be at least 25 years old, must be 
persons of upright character possessing a good 
business education, must have been residents of 

the state for 2 years, and must be residents of 
their counties at the time of election and during 
their terms of office. 

c. County Court judges are elected to 2-year 
terms by the voters in partisan elections. 

[Const., Art. 7, §29] 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding 
judges for the County Courts. Each county judge 
is the chief administrative officer for the 
county. Most of his power and duties, as speci­
fied in the constitution and statutes, are admin­
istrative in nature. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the County Courts. Reference 5.2.b (state­
level administrator). 

c. Clerks are elected to 2-year terms by the 
voters in general elections. In addition to serv­
ing the County Court, the clerk alao serves as 
clerk of the Probate Division of the Chancery 
Court. The County Court clerk prepares the county 
property tax books, collects delinquent taxes, 
maintains voter registration records, and issues 
and records marriage licenses. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§19, 30; A.S.A. §17-360l; 
1976 Annual Report, p. 37] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. Procedural rule-making 
authority is not addressed in the statutes and 
rules. The court does possess certain 
administrative rule-making authority. Reference 
Section 1.6. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§28, 30; A.S.A. §§22-601, 
22-603.4] 

4.1.3 COURT OF CmU-ION PLEAS. Terms of court are 
specified in the special acts creating each court. 

[Compiler's Note following A.S.A. §22-6l5] 
4.2.3 Organization. Courts of Common Pleas have 
been established in the following counties: 
Ashley, Chicot, Crittenden, Cross, Desha, Drew, 
Garland, Lee, Lonoke, Madison, Mississippi, 
Nevada, and Prairie. T~ere are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

[Compiler's Note following A.S.A. §22-615] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Common Pleas has general 
jurisdiction in matters of contract and other 
civil matters not involving title to real estate. 
The specific civil jurisdiction of each court is 
contained in the legislation that established the 
court. (Summary information on each special act 
is contained in the note following §22-6l5 of the 
statutes.) In general, the monetary limits of 
jurisdiction of these courts range from $500 to 
$1,500. 

b. The Court of Common Pleas ha~ no appe 11a te 
juril'diction. 

[Const., Art. 7, §32] 
4.4.3 Judges (County Court judges serve in the 
Court of Common Pleas.) 

a. Courts of Common Pleas do not have 
presiding judges. 

b. Reference Section 4.4.2.b. 
c. Reference Section 4.4.2.c. 
[Const., Art. 7, § §28, 32] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding 

judges for the Court~ of Common Pleas. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Courts of Com:non Pleas. Reference S~ction 
5.2.b (slate-level administrator). 

c. These courts are served by ~ither lhe 
Circuit or County Court clerks. The special ,lct 
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establishing the court designates which clerk 
serves the court. 

[Compiler's Note following A.S.A. §22-6l5] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Normally, procedures in Courts 
of Common Pleas are the same as in Circuit Courts. 
Reference Section 3.6.1. Certain additional pro­
cedures, however, are contained in the special 
acts. The administrative rule-making authority of 
the county judge also applies to the Court of 
Common Pleas. 

[Compiler's Note following A.S.A. §22-615] 

4.1.4 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT. The Justice of 
the Peace Court meets whenever there are cases to 
be heard. 

[Office of the Executive Secretary of the Ju­
dicial Department] 

4.2.4 Organization. There are no specialized di­
visions of the court. At present, there are only 
three Justice of the Peace Courts operating due to 
the increa&ing numbers of Municipal Courts. 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Justice of the Peace Court conducts 
preliminary examinations in felony cases and has 
criminal jurisdiction over misdemeanors. The 
court has exclusive civil jurisdiction in all 
matters of contracts not exceeding $100, and con­
current jurisdiction with the Circuit Court in 
those not exceeding $300; concurrent jurisdiction 
in suits for recovery of personal property not 
exceeding $300; and concurrert jurisdiction in all 
matters relating to personal property damages not 
exceeding $100. This civil jurisdiction does not 
extend to matters involving a lien on land or title 
to or possession of land. 

b. The Justice of the Peace Court has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. 7, §40; A.S.A. §43-l405] 
4.4.4 Judges (2) 

a. The Justice of the Peace Courts do not 
have presiding judges. 

b. Justices of the Peace must be qualified 
voters and residents of the district. 

c. Justices of the Peace are elected to 
2-year terms by the voters of the townships in 
partisan elections. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§38, 41; A.S.A. §26-l22] 
4.5.4 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding 
judges for the Justice of the Peace Courts. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Justice of the Peace Courts. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administra:or). 

c. The clerk's function may be performed in 
some courts by the justices themselves or by the 
constables, who are elected to 2-year terms by the 
voters of the counties. He supervises the 
deputies in his office. 

[A.S.A. §§17-3601, 17-3602; Executive 
Secretary] 

4.6.4 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. There 
are no provisions in the statutes or rules 
relating to the rule-making powers of the justices. 

4.1.5 POLICE COURT. The Police Court is always 
open. 

[A.:;:.A. §22-802) 
4.2.5. Organization. Police Courts may be estab­
lished in cities of the "econd class (500 to 2,500 
pllpUl:it ion) at the disct'et iOl1 of the govl'rning body 
of the city. Some cities of the first class (over 



2,500 population) are permitted to establish a 
Police Court if they are financially unable to sup­
port a Nunicipal Court. There is presently only 
one Police Court in the state. 

[A.S.A. §22-808, 22-811j Executive Secretary 
of the Arkansas Judicial Department) 

4.3.5 Jurisdiction 
a. The Police Court has the same jurisdiction 

as the Justice of the Peace Court. Reference 
Section 4.3.4. It also has jurisdiction in 
ordinance violations. 

b. The Police Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[A.S.A. §§22-80l, 22-809) 
4.4.5 Judges (3) 

a. The Police Court does not have a presiding 
judge. 

b. The Police Court judge must be a qualified 
voter and a city resident. 

c. The Police Court judge is elected to a 
I.-year term by the voterb of the city. 

[A.S.A. §22-8l0, 19-703) 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. There is no provision for a presiding 
judge for the Pulice Court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Police Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The Police Court judge serves as his own 
clerk. 

[A.S.A. §22-803) 
4.6.5 Rule-making. Police Court judges may 
promulgate rules of practice and procedure. Such 
rules must be posted in the courtroom. 

[A.S.A. §22-803) 

4.1. 6 CITY COURT (formerly Hayor' s Court). The 
City Court sits in continuous session. 

[Office of the Executive Secretary of the 
Judicial Department) 

4.2.6 Organization. There are present'!y 82 such 
courts in the state. There are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

[1976 Annual Report, pp. v, 85) 
4.3.6 Jurisdiction 

a. Mayors of towns and second class cities 
are vested with the judicial powers of justices of 
the peace and, at least in second class cities, 
have exclusive jurisdiction in ordinance 
violations. The City Court has the same 
jurisdiction as the Police and Justice of the 
Peace Courts. Reference Sections 4.3.4 and 4.3.5. 

b. The City Cour~ has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. 7, §40j A.S.A. §§19-ll02, 
19-1102.1, 19-1204j 1976 Annual Report, pp. 85) 

4.4.6 Judges (76). City Courts are presided over 
by the elected mayors. The mayor may designate a 
justice of the peace to serve in his stead. 

a. The City Courts do not have presiding 
judges. 

b. In cities of the second class, any 
qualified voter of the city or any licensed 
attorney in the county may serve in the mayor's 
stead. 

c. Mayors serve 4-year terms. 
[A.S.A. §§19-l002, 19-1101.4, 19-1102, 22-812) 

4.5.6 Administration. Each locality determines 
the administrative personnel of this court. 

a. There are no provisions for presiding 
judges for the City Courts. 
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b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the City Courts. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
City Courts. 
4.6.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. There 
are no provisions in the statutes or rules that 
grant rule-making powers to the City Court. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1. General administrative authority. The 
constitution grants the Supreme Court general 
superintending control over all courts. Statutes 
provide that the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court is the administrative director of the 
Judicial Department of the state. He is 
responsible for the efficient operation of the 
department and of its constituent courts. The 
Chief Justice may assign, reassign, and modify 
assignments of Circuit and Chancery Court judges. 
The Executive Secretary of the JUdicial Department 
is selected by the Chief Justice with the approval 
of the Judicial Council (reference Table 29: 
Judicial councils and conferences). The Chief 
Justice serves as chairman of the State-Federal 
Judicial Council, an informal organization con­
sisting of state and federal judges which tries to 
solve common problems. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. 7, §4j A.S.A. §§22-l42, 22-l43j 
1976 Annual Report, p. 5j Executive Secretary] 

5.2 Office of the Executive Secretary of the 
Judicial Department 

a. The Office of the Executive Secretary of 
the Judicial Department is authorized by Act 496 
of 1965. 

b. Executive Secretary 
(1) The 1965 General Assembly authorl.7ed 

the position of Executive Secretary. 
(2) The Executive Secretary must meet the 

same qualifications as a Circuit Court judge. 
Reference Section 3.4.1.b. The position is filled 
by the Chief Justice with the approval of the 
Judicial Council. 

(3) Subject to the direction of the Chief 
Justice, the Executive Secretary performs the 
following functions: 

(a) Examines the administ~atjve 
methods of the courts and makes recommendations to 
the Chief Justice for their improvement. 

(b) Examines the state of the docket 
of the courts and secures information as to their 
need for assistance. 

(c) Prepares statistical data and 
reports concerning the business of the courts and 
advises the Chief Justice to the end that proper 
action may be taken. 

(d) Examines the appropriati0n esti­
mates of the courts and presents recommandations 
to the Chief Justice. 

(e) Examines the courts' statistical 
systems and makes recommendations to the Chief 
Justice for a uniform system. 

(f) At the request of the Judicial 
Council, serves as its secretary. 

(g) Advises and assists trial court 
clerks in recordkeeping procedures. 

(h) Performs such other duties as 
assigned by the Chief Justice. 

c. Office organization. The office consists 
of the following personnel: deputy exe~utive 

,lo 

Figure 2: Arkansas state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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secretary, court planner, chief of analytical 
services, research coordinator, financial officer, 
and three secretaries. 

[A.S.A. §22-l43; 1976 Annual Report, p. 6] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 CHANCERY COURT 
6.2.1 Master in chancerl 

a. Chancery Courts may appoint masters in 
chancery. A master must be a qualified elector of 
the county and must have be8n licensed to practice 
law for at least 5 years. 

b. These officers subpoena witnesses, rule on 
the admissability of evidence, and generally 
conduct hearings into contested issues of fact. 
Masters report their findings to the bench. 

[A.S.A. §§22-449, 22-443; Arkansas Rules of 
Civil Procedure] 

6.1.2 CHANCERY COURT 
6.2.2 Standing master 

a. Standing masters may be appointed in 
counties having a population exceeding 150,000. 
Such masters must possess at least 5 years of law 
practice experience. 

b. Standing masters conduct hearings into 
factual disputes in contested divorces or separate 
maintenance cases. They take evidence, subpoena 
witnesses, and rule on admissability of evidence. 

[A.S.A. §22-442 to 22-447] 

6.1.2 CHANCERY COURT 
6.2.2 Referee 

a. Chancellors may appoint a referee in 
probate in each county. The referee must be an 
attorney, unless all such qualified indivi2uals 
refuse the position. 

b. Referees appoint administrators, 
guardians, and curators; admit wills to probate 
and appoint executors; consider all claims against 
estates; order sales of real or personal property; 
and receive and audit the final accounts of 
estates. In uncontested cases, the referee is 
empowered to enter the final order. He makes a 
report of findings of fact and law to the 
chancellor in contested cases. 

[A.S.A. §§22-508 to 22-512] 

6.1.3 COUNTY COURT 
6.2.3 Referee 

a. County Court judges may appoint reierees 
to hear juvenile cases. All such referees 
appointed after 1975 must be licensed attorneys of 
the state. The 1977 General Assembly enacted into 
law a pt- vision allowing each judge to appoint a 
referee to hear bastardy proceedings. 

b. Referees appointed to hear juvenile CRses 
possess all the authority and power of a regular 
judge. The decision of a referee in any juvenile 
case is binding on the County Court judge. 
Appeals from such decisions are heard by trial de 
novo in the Circuit Court. Juvenile referees have 
been appointed in 43 of the state's 75 counties. 
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Final determinations in bastardy cases Bre made by 
the county judges and not the referees. 

[A.S.A. §22-60l.l, 45-408, 45-409, 45-440; 
1976 Annual Report, p. 72] 

6.1.4 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.4 Referee 

a. If the Municipal Court establishes a Small 
Claims Division, the judge can appoint a referee 
who must meet the same qualifications as a 
Municipal Court judge (reference Section 4.4.1.b.), 
including a minimum of 6 years of law practice. 

b. The referee is empowered to conduct 
hearings, take testimony, and make his 
recommendation of law and fact to the judge. 

[A.S.A. §22-758.1] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1.1 Judicial Qualifications Commission. The 
commission consists of onO licensed attorney and 
one nonlawyer from each of the state's four con­
gressional districts. The lawyers are selected by 
their peers in the districts and the nonlawyers 
are selected by the members of the Generdl 
Assembly representing the districts. 

[A.S.A. §22-145J 
7.2.1 Authoritl and procedure for sanction. 
Created by the General Assembly in 1977, the com­
mission investigates violations of laws or canons 
of ethics and mental or physical disability of 
judges sitting on Municipal, Justice of the Peace, 
Police, and City Courts. If, after an investiga­
tion and a confidential hearing, the commission 
determines that probable cause exists, it presents 
a bill of charges to the Supreme Court. The court 
then hears and determines the matter. Upon a 
majority vote, the court may discipline, suspend, 
remove, or retire the above-named classes of 
judges. Rules of procedure for the commission and 
court are promulgated by the Supreme Court. 

[A.S.A. §§22-l44, 22-145J 

7.1.2 Judicial Ethics Committee. The committee 
consists of five members, one of whom is appointed 
by the Governor and two each by the Speaker of the 
House and by the Senate Committee on Committees. 

[A.S.A. §22-l002J 
7.2.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
committp.e, also created by the General Assembly in 
1977, investigates charges or complaints against 
justices of the Supreme Court and judges of the 
Circuit, Chancery, and Probate Courts. 
Preliminary reviews and investigations of 
complaints are confidential. If a formal 
investigation is deemed appropriate, those 
proceedings are held in public. If the commi ttee 
determines from its formal investigation that 
cause exists for discipline or removal, a bill of 
charges is presented to the Speaker of the House 
and the President of the Senate for appropriate 
actions. 

[A.S.A. §22-l001 to §22-l005] 

CALIFORNIA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court may transact 
business at any time. Historically, the Supreme 
Court has maintained its principal office in San 
Francisco, notwithstanding Section 1060 of the 
Government Code, which provides that justices of 
the Supreme Court "shall reside and keep their of­
fices in the City of Sacramento." The court holds 
regular sessions in San Francisco, Los Angeles, and 
Sacramento and may hold special sessions elsewhere. 

[C~nstitution, Article VI, Section 2; Califor­
nia Code of Civil Procedure (hereinafter Cal. 
Code Civ. Proc.) Section 41; Cslifornia Rules 
of Court, Rule 21(a)] 

1.2 Org~nization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 
in habeas corpus proceedings and in proceedings for 
extraordinary relief in the nature of mandamus, 
certiorari, and prohibition. 

b. A direct appeal is automatically taken to 
the Supreme Court in criminal cases in which judg­
ment of death has b~en pronounced. Any party may 
petition for a hearing in the Supreme Court after 
a decision by a Court of Appeal. Also, the Supreme 
Court may, before final decision, transfer to it­
self for decision a cause in a Court of Appeal. 
The Supreme Court may directly, without interven­
tion of 1 Court of Appeal, review a decision ren­
dered by a Superior Court on appeal to it from a 
trial ~ourt by issuing a writ of certiorari where 
it is shown that the Superior Court has acted with­
out, or in excess of, its jurisdiction [See Auto 
Equitl Sales, Inc. v. Superior Court (1962) 57 Cal. 
2d 450). The court also has exclusive jurisdiction 
for discretionary review of final decisions of the 
California Public Vtilities Commission by means of 
a statutory writ of review. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§10, 11, 12; California Pub­
lic Utilities Code (hereinafter Cal. Pub. Util. 
Code) Sections 1756, 1759; Cal. Rules of Court, 
Rules 28, 58 J 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is selected in the same 

manner as the associate justices and serves in 
this role for the entire term. 

b. Supreme Court justices must have been mem­
bers of the state bar or must have served as judges 
of courts of record in the state for 10 years im­
mediately preceding selection to the Supreme Court. 

c. The Governor fills vacancies on the Supreme 
Court by appointment. Appointments are subject to 
confirmation by the Commission on Judicial Appoint­
ments (reference Table 12: Characteristics of ju­
dicial nominating commissions). The commission is 
composed of the Chief Justice, the attorney gen­
eral, and, when a nomination or appointment to the 
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Supreme Court is to b~ considered, the presiding 
justice who has presiQ~d longest on any Court of 
Appeal. Justices must stand for retention 
elections at the same ti~e and places as the 
Governor. They run unopposed on a nonpartisan 
ballot. Their terms of office are 12 years 
beginning the Monday after January 1 following 
thei r elec tion. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§7, 15, 16, l6(a), 16(d); 
California Elections Code (hereinafter Cal. 
Elec. Code) Section 37J 

1.5 Adminstration 
a. The Judicial Council 'reference Table 29: 

Judicial councils and conferences) is the chief ad­
ministrative body of the state judicial system. 
The Chief Justice serves as chairperson of the Ju­
dicial Council and is the administrative head of 
the court system. The Chief Justice exercises ad­
ministration and supervision over the entire court 
system through the Administrative Director of the 
Courts, the administrative presiding justices of 
the Courts of Appeal, the presiding judges of the 
Superior Courts, the executive officers of the Su­
perior Courts, and the presiding judges of the 
Municipal Courts. Referer.ce Section 5.1 (General 
administrative authority). 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by the court and serves at its pleasure. In addi­
tion to the duties prescribed by law, the clerk 
performs such duties as required of him by the 
rules, orders, and practices of the court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §6; California Government 
Code (hereinafter Cal. Gov. Code) Section 
68840; Cal. Rules of Court, Rule 995J 

1.6 Rule-making. The Judicial Council (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences) makes 
rules for court administration, practice, and pro­
cedure, not inconsistent with statute. 

[Const., Art. VI, §6J 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURTS OF APPEAL. The Courts of Appeal may 
transact business at any time. Each of the Courts 
of Appeal and each division thereof must hold reg­
ular sessions at least once in each quarter at 
limes specified by the court. A Court of Appeal, 
or division Ldereof, may hold special sessions in 
another appellate district when the causes sched­
uled for hearing during a special session have been 
transferred to the court by the Supreme Court from 
the appellate district in which the special session 
is to be held and the session has been approved by 
the Chief Justice. 

[Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §4l; Cal. Rules of Court, 
Rules 2l(a), 2Ieb)J 
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Figure 1: California court system, 1980 
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2.2 Organization. The state is divided into five 
appellate districts, each having a Court of Appeal 
composed of one or more divisions. A Court of Ap­
peal conducts itself as a 3-judge court. Concur­
rence of two judges present at the argument is nec­
essary for a judgment. 

Const., Art. VI, §3; Cal. Gov. Code §69100 to 
69105) 

2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Courts of Appeal h3ve original jurisdic­

tion in habeas corpus proceedings and in proceed­
ings for extraordinary relief in the nature of man­
damus, certiorari, and prohibition. 

b. With the exception of death penalty cases 
that automatically are appealed directly to the 
California Supreme Court, the Courts of Appeal have 
appellate jurisdiction when the Superior Court has 
original jurisdiction and in other causes pre­
scribed by statute. Cases arising in the Municipal 
and Justice Courts and on appeal in the Superior 
Court may be transferred to and reviewed by the 
Courts of Appeal when the Superior Court certifies 
or the Courts of Appeal determine that such trans­
fer appears necessary to secure uniformity of 
decision or to settle important questions of law. 
Final orders of the California Agricultural Labor 
Relations Board (A.L.R.B.) are directly reviewable 
in the Courts of Appeal. Decisions of the Ivorkers I 

Compensation Appeals Board (W.C.A.a.) and of the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Appeals Board 
(A.B.C.A.B.) are subject to limited review in the 
Courts of Appeal pursuant to statutory writs of 
review. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§lO, 11; Cal. Rule of Court, 
Rules 56, 57, 61-69; Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §91l; 
California Penal Code (hereinafter Cal. Pen. 
Code) Section 1471; Burrus v. Nunicipal Court 
(1973) 36 Cal. App. 3d 233; California Lajor 
Code (hereinafter Cal. Lab. Code) Sections 
1160.8,5950,5952,5955 (Ivorkers' Compensa­
tion Appeals Board); and California Business 
and Professions Code §§23089, 23090, 23090.2, 
23090.5 (Alcoholic Beverage Control Appeals 
Board) ) 

2.4 Judges (59) 
a. There is no prOV~SlOn for a chief judge over 

all the Courts of Appeal. In Courts of Appeal 
having more than one division, the Chief Justice 
may designate one of the presiding judges to act as 
an administrative presiding judge, to serve at the 
pleasure of the Chief Justice. 

b. Courts of Appeal judges must meet the same 
requirements as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. Vacancies on the Courts of Appeal are filled 
by appointment by the Governor. Appointees are 
subject to confirmation by the Commission on Judi­
cial Appointments (reference Table 12: Character­
istics of judicial nominating commissions). Judges 
then face retention elections in their districts 
at general elections at the same time and places 
as the Governor. They run unopposed on a nonparti­
san ballot. Their terms of office are 12 years 
beginning the Nonday after January 1 following 
their election. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§16, l6(a), l6(d); Cal. 
Elec. Code §37j Cal. Rules of Court, Rule 75J 

2.5 Administration 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge 

over all the Courts of Appeal. The administrative 
presiding judge for each appellate district per­
forms those duties that are specified in rules 
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adopted by the Judicial Council (reference Table 
26: Judicial councils and conferences) and, in 
addition, those duties that may be delegated to 
him with the concurrence of the Chief Justice by a 
majority of the judges of the court in the district 
he serves. The administrative presiding judge 
acts on behalf of the court, with the approval of 
a majority of the judges in the district, in con­
nection with general court administration, includ­
ing matters involving budgets and personnel. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the Courts of Appeal or for administrators 
for the five appellate districts. Reference Sec­
tion 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

~. Each Court of Appeal appoints a clerk, who 
serves at its pleasure. In addition to the duties 
prescribed by law, each clerk performs such duties 
as are required of him by the rules, orders, and 
practices of the appointing court. The clerk is 
required to cooperate with the Judicial Council and 
keep such records and make such reports to the 
council as its chairperson requires with respect 
to the condition and manner of disposal of judicial 
business in the court. 

[Cal. Gcv. Code §§68505, 69140; Cal. Rules of 
Court, Rules 75, 76(5)J 

2.6 Rule-making. The Courts of Appeal may make 
rules for self-government not inconsistent with law 
or with the rules promulgated by the Judicial Coun­
cil (reference Table 29: Judicial councils and 
conferences) . 

[Cal. Gov. Code §68070) 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The Superior Court holds reg­
ular sessions commencing on the first Nonday of 
January, April, July, and October, and special ses­
sions at such other times as may be prescribed by 
the judge or judges of the court, except that in 
the City and County of San Francisco the presiding 
judge prescribes the times of holding such special 
sessions. There may be as many clessions of a Su­
perior Court sitting at the same time as there are 
judges elected, appointed, or assigned to the 
Court. IVhenever, in the opinion of the judge or a 
majority of the judges of the Superior Court of any 
county, the public interests so justify or require, 
one or more sessions of the Superior Court, known 
as extra sessions, may be held in addition to and 
at the same time as the other sessions of the 
court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §§6974I, 69741.5, 69790, 69791 
to 69801J 

3.2 Organization. In each county there is a Supe­
rior Court of one or more judges. Generally, each 
Superior Court is required to hold sessions at the 
county seat and at such other locations, if any, 
as are provided by statute. The Board of Super­
visors of Los Angeles County, by ordinance, may 
divide the county into not more than nine Superior 
Court districts, none of which may have a popUla­
tion of less than 250,000, within which one or more 
sessions of the Superior Court are held. The Hoard 
of Supervisors may in the same Jr subsequent ordi­
nance designate one or more locations within each 
district at which sessions will be held. An ordi­
nance creating additional districts may not result 
in more than 11 districts in the County. There is 
an Appellate Department of the Superior Court in 
every county and city that has one or more Nunici­
pal or Justice Courts. 
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[Const., Art. VI, §4 see Cal. Gov. Code 
§§69580 et seq, 69641, 69642, 69644, 69645, 
69741); (s~e also Cal. Gov. Code §§69741, 
69742 to §69749, §69749.3); Cal. Code Clv. 
Proc. §77] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court has trial jurisdiction 

in all felony cases. The Superior Court has orig­
inal jurisdiction in habeas corpus proceedings and 
in proceedings for extraordinary relief in the 
nature of mandamus, certiorari, and prohibiti,)l1. 
In addition, the court has original jurisdiction 
in all causes "except those given by st'ltllte to 
other trial courts (Le., Hunicipal and ';usticl' 
Courts)." The Superior Court has jurisdiction in 
civil cases in which the amount Involwd exceeds 
$15,UOO. 

The Superior Court is al~o referred tu as the 
PrC1bate Court, the Juvenile Court, and the Concil­
iation Court when hearing probate, juvenile, "nd 
domestic relations matters, respectively. The Su­
perior Court has exclusive tri.11 jurisdiction in 
m,lny c.:Jses in equity (however S'llall the ,mount in 
-:,'nt ro)versy may be) because the legislat are has 
made' only a limited grant of such jurisdiction to 
tIle ~ltlnicipal and Justice Courts. The Superior 
Court alune has the power to issue permalwnt in­
junct ions. 

b. The Appellate Departments 0f the Superi0r 
,:.)lI(ts have appellate jurisdiction II' caus,''.. pre­
sc'rioc'd by statute that arise in HunLln?_?c ,lnd Jus­
tiCt: Courts in their counties. The S',!flL'rior Court 
-,Is,) hears appeals from decisions .,j ~unicipal a:ld 
~ lstlce courts. All appeals except in small -:laims 
e.lses are heard by a three-judge ,lppellate depdrt­
:ne~\t in each county. Appeals to the Supt'rior Court 
:HE governed by rules adopted by the Judicial C0un­
cil (refL'rence Table 29: Jl\dicial councils and 
c()nf~rences). Appeals may also be transfL'rred from 
the S(,nerior Court to the Courts vf Appeal. Review 
of deci~ions of most administrative agencies is in 
the Superior Court, by means of a IYrit of manddmus 
hased un tne administrative recl'rd. The Supreme 
Court, however, has exclusive jurisdiction for re­
v~ewi ng final decisions of the Calif.)rni:l Public 
Utilities Commission; and fin~l orders and decis­
j,)l1S of the California Agricultural Labor Relatiu:l<; 
Board, Hurkers' Compensation Appeals Board, aad 
Alcohol h' Br~vl:'rage Cont rol Appeals BOlrd ,ire 
direclly reviewable in the Courts of Arpeal. 

[Canst., Art. VI, §10 (see also Cal. Code Clv. 
Proe. §l067 et. seq.); Const., Art. VI, §11; 
(see also Code Civ. Proc. §§77, lI7.IU, 901, 
904.2); Cal. Pen. Code §§1466, 14')8, 14t)9; 
California Probate Code Section 3Ul; California 
Welfare and Institutions Code Section '2.41; Cal. 
Code Civ. Proc. §§86, 1094.5, 17407; Witkin, 
Vol. I, California Procedure (2d ed., 1~70) 
§173 Courts, p. 441; Cal. Pub. Util. Code 
§~1756, 1759; Cal. Rules of Court, Rules ':i8, 
61-69; Cal. Lab. Code §1160.8 (A.L.R.B.); Cal. 
Lab. Code §§5950, 5942, 5953, 5955; Cal. Rules 
of Court, Rule 21090.2, 23090.5 (A.B.C.A.B.)] 

1.4 Judges (607) 
·----a-.-~rhe~no provision for a chief judge over 
all the Superior Courts. The judges of edch Supe­
rior Court having three or more judges choose [rum 
their own member::; a presiding judge \.ho serves at 
their pleasure. In Superior Courts with two 
judges, a presiding judge is selected each calendar 
ye<lr. If a selection cannot be agreed upun, then 
the office of presiding judge is rotated each cal­
endar year. 

b. Superior Court judges must meet the same 
requirements as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. Superior Court judges are chosen in their 
counties at general elections. The term of office 
is 6 years. The special method of selecting appel­
late court judges by appointment of the Governor 
and conf irmat ion by the Commission on .Judicial Ap­
pointments (composed of the Chief Ju~tice, the at­
torney general, and the presiding judge of the 
Court of Appea 1 who has pre sided longest on any 
Court of Appeal or the presiding judge of the 
Court of Appeal of the affected district) may be 
mad~ applicable to the Superior Courts in the man­
ner authorized by statute in counties approving the 
plan by majority vote of the voters. In no county 
has the plan been implemented for trial courts. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§16(b), l6(e), 16(d); see 
Cal. Elec. Code, §25330~. ~. Witkin, Cali­
fornia Procedure (2d ed., 1970) §3 Courts, p. 
296; Cal. Gov. Code §69508] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the Superior Courts, there are pre­
siding judges for the individual courts· The pre­
siding judge's administrative duties are set forth 
in California Rules of Court, Rule 244.5(a). The 
presiding judge is required to prepare, with the 
assistance of appropriate committees of the court, 
proposed local rules of court necessary to expedite 
and facilitate the business of the court. The pre­
siding judge designates the judge to preside in 
e<l..:h department, including a master calendar judge 
when that is appropriate, and designates a super­
vising judge for each district or branch court. 
The presiding judge assigns to the master calendar 
judge any of the duties that may be performed more 
appropriately by that department. The presiding 
jLldge apportions the business o~ the court <flllong 
the several departments of the court as equally as 
PdSS i ble. The presiding judge causes to be pu b­
lished for general distribution copies of a current 
eourt calendar setting forth the assignments of the 
judges, the times and places assigned for hearing 
tilt' v:irious types of court business, and any spe­
d,II calendaring requirements adopted by the court 
for such hearings. The presiding judge may reas­
sIgn cases assigned to one department to any other 
department as convenience Jr necessity requires. 
It is the responsibility of the presiding judge to 
prepare ,HI orderly plan of vacations and attendance 
at schools, conferences, and workshops for judges 
and submit such plan to the judges for consider­
,uion. (California Rules of Court, Rule 
244. 5(a) (9) pruvides th3.t 21 court days a year is 
a proper vacation period for Superior Court judges, 
and attenJance at a California school, conference, 
or workshop for judges is not deemed vaction time 
if such attendance is in accord with the plan and 
has the priur approval of the presiding judge.) 
The presiding judge calls meetings of the judges 
as needed and appoints standing and special com­
mittees of judges to assist in the proper perfor­
mance of the duties and functions of the court. 
The presiding judge supervises the administrative 
busin(!ss of the court and has general direction and 
supervision of the attaches (non-judicial personnel 
with various duties, commissions who perform sub­
ordinate judicial duties, as well as other court 
personnel) of the court. The presiding judge must 
provide for an appropriate orientation program for 
new judges as soon as is feasible aiter appoint­
ment or election. California Rules of Court, Rule 
244.5(a) (16) provides that the presiding judge of 
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the Superior Court, when appropriate, meets with 
or designates a judge or judges to meet with any 
committ(~e of the bench, bar, and news media to 
review problems and to promote understanding of 
the principles of fair trial and free press, under 
paragraph 9 of the tJoint Declaration Regarding 
News Coverage of Criminal Proceedings in Cali­
fornia t. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the ~uperior Courts. Any Superior Court 
may, however, appoint an executive officer who 
holds office at the pleasure of the court and exer­
cises such administrative powers and performs other 
duties as may be required of him by the court. The 
executive officer has the authority of a clerk of 
the Superior Court and the Superior Court may, by 
local rule, specify I~hich pOl,,'ers, duties, and re­
sponsibilities of the county clerk are to be exer­
cised or performed by the execu~ive officer. 

c. There is no separate office of clerk of the 
Superior Court. Each county clerk is ex officio 
clerk of the Superior Court of his county and it 
is one of his official duties as county clerk to 
act as clerk of the Superior Court. He has respon­
sibilities as determined by the court. 

[Canst., Art. VI, §4; Cal. Gov. Code §§26900, 
69898(c), 69898(d); Cal. Rules of Court, Rules 
244.5, 244.5(a) (9, 16)] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Superior Court may make rules 
for its own government and the government of its 
officers not inconsistent with law or with the 
rules adopted and prescribed by the Judicial Coun­
cil. The presiding judge of each Superior Court 
prepares with the assistance of appropriate commit­
tees of the court such proposed local rules as are 
required to expedite and facilitate the business 
of the court. Such rules must be submitted to the 
local bar for consideration and recommendations, 
approved by a majority of the Superior Court 
judges, filed with the ,~dicial Council, and pub­
lished for general distr,bution. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §68070, 68071; Cal. Rules of 
Court, Rules 244.(a)(1)] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 MUNICIPAL COURT. There may be as many ses­
sions of a Municipal Court sitting at the same time 
as there are judges elected, appointed, or assigned 
to the court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §7l340] 
4.2.1 Organization. Sessions of a Municipal Court 
may be held at any place or places within the dis­
trict for which the court is established. Where a 
Municipal Court district embraces two or more 
cities, Municipal Court sessions are held at such 
places within the district as the Board of Super­
visors designates from time to time as the public 
convenience requires. The Board of Supervisors of 
each county may divide the county into judicial 
districts. Except in San Diego County, no city may 
be divided so as to lie within more than one dis­
trict. A Municipal Court is to be established in 
each judicial district of more than 40,000 resi­
dents. The Municipal Court is divided into as mailY 
deparbnents as there are judges of the court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §S(b); Cal. Gov. Code 
§§71040, 71043, 71341, 71342, 72270] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The Hunicipal Court has trial jurisdiction 

in criminal misdemeanor and infraction cases. In 
addition, Municipal Court judges act as magistrates 
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conducting preliminary hearings in felony cases to 
detecmine whether there is probable cause to hold 
a defendant for further proceedings or trial in the 
Superior Court. Generally, the Municipal Court has 
original trial jurisdiction in civil cases in which 
the amount involved is $lS,OOO or less. The Mu­
nicipal Court has no general equity jurisdiction, 
but it does have jurisdiction over the limited 
number of equitable actions that are specified in 
Section 86 of the Code of Civil Procedure. The 
court also has jurisdiction in all cases when 
equity is pleaded as a defensive matter in any case 
otherwise properly pending in the court. The Mu­
nicipal Court exe~uises jurisdiction in simplified 
small claims proceedings where the amount claimed 
doe A not exceed $750. 

b. The ~!unicipal Court has no appellate juris-
diction. 

[Const., Art. I, §14; Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §86 
subd. (b)(2), §§1l6. 116.2, 117; Cal. Pen. 
Code §8S9 to 883, §1462] 

4.4.1 Judges (472) 
a. Annually, the judges of a Municipal Court 

choose from their number a presiding judge. The 
presiding judge may be removed at any time and 
another chosen by majority vote of the judges. In 
Hunicipal Courts with two judges, the presiding 
judge is selected on the basis of administrative 
qualifications and Intere~t each calendar year. 
If a selection cannot be agreed uron, then the of­
fice of presiding judge is r.otated each calendar 
year between the tlvO judges commenc:tng with the 
senior judge. 

b. Municipal Court judges must have been mem­
bers of the state bar for 5 years immediately pre­
ceding selection to the Municipal Court. Section 
71140 of the Government Code requires, in addition, 
that Nunicipal Court judges must have been resi­
dents eligible to vote in the judicial districts 
or cities and counties in which they are elected 
or appointed for a period of at least 54 days prior 
to the date of their election or appointmrnt. 
There are, however, some exceptions to the resi­
dence requirement. 

c. Municipal Court judges are elected by the 
voters of their respective districts at the grlneral 
state election next preceding the expiration of the 
term for which the incumbent has bepn elec ted. The 
term of office of Municipal Court judges is 6 
years. Vacancies in Hunicipal Courts are filled 
by appointment of the Governor. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§lS. l6(b); Cal. Gov. Code 
§§71l40, 71140.3, 71141, 71145, 71180, 72271, 
72271.5] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. The presiding judges assign the judges to 

their respective departments. Subject to the regu­
lations of the Judicial Council (reference Table 
29: Judicial councils and conferences), the pre­
siding judges apportion the business of the court 
among the several departments and transfer cast's 
from one department to another if neuessarv or con­
venient to facilitate the dispatch of the business 
of the court. Presiding judges of the Municipal 
Court have the same administrative duties as pre­
siding judges of the Superior Court. Reference 
Section 3.5.a. 

b. There are no provisions for adminlstrators 
for the Municipal Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerks of the Hunicipal COllrt are ap" 
pointed by the judges of the court. l.Ji t! n'~pl' : 
to proceedings in the Municipal Court, till' dprks 



of the Municipal Courts have the same powers that 
are conferred by law upon the county clerks with 
respect to proceedings in the Superior Court. They 
have responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §§71181, 72050, 72050.2 et. 
~., 72272, 72274; Cal. Rules of Court,-au1es 
532.5, 533] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. The rule-making power of the 
Municipal Court is the same as that of the Superior 
Court. Reference Section 3.6. 

[Cal. Rules of Court, Rule 532.5; see also Cal. 
Rules of Court, Rule 981] 

4.1.2 JUSTICE COURT. There may be as many sessions 
of a Justice Court at the same time as there are 
judges elected, appointed, or assigned to the 
court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §71340] 
4.2.2 Organization. A Justice Court is established 
in each judicial district of 40,000 resident& or 
less. The Board of Supervisors designates by or­
dinance the place or ~laces within the district 
where sessions of the Justice Court are to be held. 
It may change the places if public convenience re­
quires. There are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

(Const., Art. VI, §5; Cal. Gov. Code §71341] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The jurisdiction of the Justice Court is the 
same as and concurr.ent with that of the Municipal 
Court. Reference Section 4.3.1.a. 

b. The Justice Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Cal. Code civ. Proc. §83; Cal. Pen. Code 
§1462.1] 

4.4.2 Judges (96) 
a. The Justice Court has no presiding judge. 
b. Justice Court judges must be attorneys and 

must be resident's of the counties they are to serve 
at the time of their selection. 

c. Justice Court judges are elected at general 
elections in their judicial districts. The office 
is nonpartisan. Their terms of office are 6 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §16(b); Cal. Gov. Code 
§§71701, 71145; Cal. E1ec. Code §41] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Justice Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Justice Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks of the Justice Courts are appointed 
by the courts. They have responsibilities as 
determined by the court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §7118l] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The Justice Court has the au­
thority to make local rules not inconsistent with 
law or with the rules adopted and prescribed by 
the Judicial Council. 

[See Cal. Rules of Court, Rules 701, 532.5, 
981] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The chief 
administrative body of the state judicial system 
is the Judicial Council (reference Table 29: Ju­
dicial councils and conferences). To improve the 
administration of justice, the constitution directs 
the Judicial Council to survey judicial business 
and make recommendations to the courts and annual 
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recommendations to the Governor and the legisla­
ture. The Judicial Council also is required to 
adopt rules for court administration, practice, and 
procedure, not inconsistent with statute. The 
Chief Justice is the administrative head of the 
court system. The Chief Justice serves as chair­
person of the Judicial Council and serves on the 
Commission on Judicial Appointments. Under the 
California Constitution, the Chief Justice must 
seek to expedite judicial business and to equalize 
the work of judges. The Chief Justice may assign 
any judge to another court, but only with the 
judge's consent if the court is of lesser jurisdic­
tion. Judges must report to the Judicial Council 
as the Chief Justice directs concerning the condi­
tion of judicial business in their courts. The 
Chief Justice appoints the judicial members of the 
Judicial Council. In Courts of Appeal having more 
than one division, the Chief Justice may designate 
one of the presiding judges to act as an adminis­
trative presiding judge, to serve at the pleasure 
of the Chief Justice. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§6, 7; Cal. Rules of Court, 
Rules 75, 995] 

5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 
a. The Administrative Office of the Courts is 

authorized by California Constitution. 
[Article VI, §6; (',..tifol"nia Rules of Court, 
Rule 991] 
b. Administrative Director of the Courts 

(1) The position of Administrative Director 
of the Courts is authorized by California Constitu­
tion, Article VI, §6. 

(2) The Judicial Council appoints the Admin­
istrative Director who serves at its pleasure. Ho 
must be a member of the state bar and must have 
derved for 10 years as a judge of ~ court of record 
in California immediately preceding his ap!"oint-
ment. 

(3) The Adminis tra tive Director per forms 
functions delegated by the councilor the Chief 
Justice, other than adopting rules of court admin­
istration, practice, and procedure. The power con­
ferred upon the Judicial Council of allocating 
state appropriations for the judiciary may be exer­
cised on its behalf by the Administrative Director 
in the form of an order signed by him and approved 
by the chairperson of the Judicial Council. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative 
Office of the Courts consists of 53 professionals 
(including the Administrative Director of the 
Courts). The professional staff provides support 
services in the following areas: records manage­
ment; court coordination and other court services; 
accounting, auditing, budgeting, and purchasing; 
publications; personnel systems and office manage­
ment; and planning and research activities in­
cluding statistical compilation, r~search, statis­
tical analysis, and legal services. The research 
staff provides the Judicial Council with the legal 
research needed to recommend statutory changes 
necessary to improve the state judicial system. A 
legislation staff aids the council and the legis­
lature in implementing the council's legislative 
proposals and in evalua~ing other legislative mea­
sures affecting the judicial system. A statistical 
research staff collects and analyzes judicial sta­
tistics. 

[ConsL, Art. VI, §§6, IS; Cal. Gov. Code, 
~68500.5; Cal. Rules of Court, Rules 991, 992] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 
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6.1.1 SUPREME COURT 
6.2.1 Referee 

a. Referees are appointed by the court on an 
ad hoc basis. They are usually active or retired 
trial judges. 

b. Referees are empowered to hear testimony 
when the court has granted a request to take addi­
tional evidence on appeal. 

[Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §909; Cal. Rules of 
Court, Rule 23] 

6.1.2 COURTS OF APPEAL 
6.2.2 Referee 

a. Referees are appointed by the court on an 
ad hoc basis. They are usually active or retired 
trial judges. 

h. Referees are empowered to hear testimony 
when the court has granted a request to take addi­
tional evidence on appeal. 

[Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §909; Cal. Rules of 
Court, Rule 23] 

6.1.3 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.3 Trial court commissioner 

a. The Superior Court may appoint court commis­
sioners, the number and authority of the commis­
sioners varying with the size of the county. Every 
Superior Court commissioner must be a citizen of 
the United States and must be ~ resident of the 
state. The appointing court ruay also require that 
the commissioner have been admitted to practice 
before the Supreme Court for at least 5 years im­
mediately preceding the appointment. A Superior 
Court commissioner holds office during the pleasure 
of the court appointing the commissioner and may 
not engage in the private practice of law. 

b. Every court commissioner has the following 
powers: 

(1) In the absence or inability of the judge 
to act, to hear and determine ex parte motions for 
orders and writs (except injunctions). 

(2) To take proof and report hiJ conclusions 
as to any matter of fact other than an issue of 
fact raised by the pleadings. 

(3) To take and approve bonds and examine 
sureties, administer oaths, take affidavits and 
depositions, and take acknowledgments and proofs 
of instruments. 

(4) To charge and collect the same fees for 
the performance of official acts as are allowed for 
notaries public, except where compensation is 
otherwise fixed by law. 

(5) To provide an official seal and authen­
ticate his official acts with such seal. 

In counties having a population of 900,000 or 
more, court commissioners have enlarged powers. 
Subject to the supervision of the court, court 
commissioners in these counties may perform the 
following duties: 

(1) Hear and determine ex parte motions for 
orders and alternative writs and writs of habeas 
corpus. 

(2) Take proof and make and report findings 
as to any matter of fact, subject to the right of 
a party to argue exceptions to the court. 

(3) Take and approve bonds and examine 
sureties, administer oaths, take affidavits and 
depositions, and take acknowledgements and proof 
of instruments. 

(4) Act as judge pro tel"pOre when otherwise 
qualified so to act. 

(5) Hear and report findings on all prelimi-
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nary matters including motions or petitions for 
the custody and support of children, the allowance 
of temporary alimony, costs and attorneys fees, 
and issues of fact in contempt proceedings in 
dissolution, maintenance, and annulment of 
marriage cases. 

(6) Hear, report on, and determine all un­
contested actions and proceedings other than ac­
tions for dissolution, maintenance, or annulment. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §§259a, 59894.1 (Los Angeles 
County) 59900 (San Francisco), 70141 et. seq., 
70142; Rooney v. Vermont Investment Corp.-­
(1973) 10 Cal. 3d 351] 

6.1.4 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.4 Referee 

a. One or more referees, not exceeding three, 
may be chosen by the parties or, if they fail to 
agree, by the court. The referee must be a resi­
dent of the county and he may be the court commis­
sioner. 

b. A (voluntary) reference may be ordered upon 
the agreement of the parties to try any or all of 
the issues in an action or proceeding whether of 
fact or of law, and to report a finding and judg­
ment (i.e., a general reference) or to ascertain 
some fact necessary to enable the court to deter­
mine an action or proceeding (i.e., a special ref­
erence). In certain narrower cases, a compulsory 
reference may be directed by the court. 

[Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §§638, 639, 640] 

6.1.5 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.5 Temporary judge 

a. A temporary judge can be appointed by the 
court on stipulation of the parties litigant. The 
judge must be a member of th~ state bar. 

b. A temporary judge may try a cause to its 
final determination. 

[Const., Art. VI, §21] 

6.1.6 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.6 Trial court commissioner 

a. The commissioners of Municipal Courts must 
meet the same qualifications the law requires of a 
judge. They hold office during the pleasure of the 
court appointing them and may not engage in the 
private practice of law. They are ex officio 
deputy clerks. 

b. Within the jurisdiction of the Municipal 
Court and under the the direction of the judges, 
commissioners may have the sane jurisdiction and 
exercise the same powers and duties as are author­
ized by law to be performed by commissioners of the 
Superior Courts and such additional powers and 
duties as may be prescribed by law. At the direc­
tion of the judges, commissioners may have the same 
jurisdiction and exercise the same powers and 
duties as the judges of the Municipal Court with 
respect to any infraction. A commissioner of a 
Municipal Court may conduct arraignment proceedings 
if directed to perform such duties by the presiding 
or sole judge of the court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §§72l90, 72190.1] 

6.1. 7 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.7 Traffic referee 

a. The judges of a Municipal Court havinH three 
or more judges may appoint a traffic referee who 
holds office at the pleasure of the judges. A 
traffic referee must be a member of the California 
State Bar or must have had 5 years of experience 

as a Justice Court judge in California immediately 
preceding his appointment as a traffic referee. 

b. At the direction of the court a traffic ref­
eree may perform the following duties: (1) with 
respect to any misdemeanor violation of the Vehicle 
Code, he may fix the amount of bail, grant continu­
ances, arraign defendants, hear and recommend 
orders to be made on demurrers and motions other 
than continuances, take pleas, and set cases for 
hearing or trial; (2) with respect to any misde­
meanor violation under subdivision (b) of Section 
42001 of the Vehicle Code (failure to appear), in 
addition to the above duties, he may impose a fine 
following a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, may 
suspend payment of the fine, and may order the de­
fendant to attend traffic school; (3) with resped 
to any infraction, he may have the same jurisdic­
tion and exercise the same powers and duties as a 
judge of the court. In conducting arraignments, 
taking pleas, granting continuances, setting cases 
for trial, and imposing penalties for traffic of­
fenses, a traffic referee has the same pOWt'rs as a 
judge of the court. 

[Cal. Gov. Code §§72400, 72401, 72402] 

6.1.8 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.8 Ref<!r("e 

a. A reference may be ordered to the pp~son or 
persons, not exceeding three, agreed upon by the 
parties. If the parties do not agree upon the ref­
erees, the court or judge must appoint one or more 
re ferees, not pxceed ing three, wh 0 res ide in the 
county and against wbom there is no legal objec­
tion, or the reference may be made to the court 
commissioner of tilE.' f;ounty. 

b. When agreed t) by the partips litig.ant, ref­
erees can conduct the trial of the cause. 

[Cal. Code Civ. Proc. §1i3H to 64S] 

6.1.9 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.9 Temporary Judge 

a. On stipulati0n of thp parties, the court can 

appoint an attorney to act as temporary judge. 
h. Temporary judges are empowered to hear a 

cause to its final determination. 
[Const., Art. VI, §21j Cal. Rules of Court, 
Rule 532 (a)] 

7.1 :::ommission on Judicial Performance. 11le com­
mission is th8 constitutional body authorized to 
investigate complaints of alleged judicial miscon­
duct. The conunission consists of two judges of the 
Courts of Appeal, two judges of the Superior Court, 
and one judge of the Municipal Court, all appointed 
by the Supreme Court; two members of the state bar 
who hav", practiced la\~ in the state for 10 years, 
appointed by the governing body of the state bar; 
and 2 public members, appointed by the Governor 
Rubject to approval by the Senate. 

[Const., Art. VI, §8] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Prior 
to any disciplinary recommendation, a hearing is 
held before tilt' Commission on Judicial Performance 
or upon till' cC)lIlmissions's request, before special 
masters appoinrt'd by the Supreme Court. The spe­
ial n~SrerR are judges of courts of record, except 
that w1lt'n t!wr<-' are three special masters, not mon' 
than two ot them may be retired judges of courts 
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11f ren1rd. A recommendation b, the commission to 
cenRur~, remove, or retire a j~dge is reviewed by 
the Supn~me Court upon a petition to modify or re­
ject tioe u>,'ommendation. But where the disciplin­
nry proceeding involves a Supreme Court justice, 
the <'OlU!11ission's reconomendation to censure, remove, 
or retire is subject to review instead by a tribu­
nal consisting of seven Courts of Appeal judges se­
lectt'd by lot. 

[Const., Art. VI, §l8(",); Cal. Rules of Court, 
Rull's YO?, 91':1, 921; see McComb v. Commission 
on JUlli~ial Performance, Vol. 19 California 
Supreme Court Reports, 3d series Special Tri­
bunal Supplement, pp. I, 7] 
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COLORADO 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREHE COURT. The Supreme Court sits in 
Denver. The statutes presently require three 
separate terms beginning the second Honday in 
September, January, and April. Special terms may 
be request0d by the Supreme Gourt. 

[Constitution, Article VI, Section 4; Section 
13-2-101 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 (here­
inafter C.R.S. 1973») 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court sits en banc 
to decide all matters. 

[State Court Adminisrratorl 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has power to issue writs 
of habeas corpUB, mandamus, quo warranto, certio­
rari, injunction, and other original and remedial 
writs. The court may give its opinion on important 
questions when required by the Governor or legis­
lature. It has jurisdiction in matters relating 
to the admission, grievances, and registration of 
attorneys, and the maintenance of the law library. 

b. The Supreme Court has final appellate review 
over every final judgment o~ all trial courts. The 
court has other appellate review as provided by 
law. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§2, 3j §§13-2-117, 13-2-118 
C.R.S. 1973; Colorado Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 242) 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Supreme Court selects a Chief Justice 

from its own membership. The Chief Justice serves 
at the pleasure of the court. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be qualified 
voters of the state and must have been licensed to 
practice law in the state for 5 years. 

c. Supreme Court Justices are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of three nominees submitted 
by the Supreme Court Nominating Commission (refer­
ence Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominat­
ing commissions). After serving for 2 years, a 
justice may then run for retention on a nonpartisan 
ballot for a full term of 10 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§5, 7, 8, 20, 25) 
1.5 Administration 

a. The Chief Justice is the executive head of 
the court system. The Supreme Court exercises 
administration and supervision over the entire 
court Ry.tem through the State Court Adminis­
trator, chief judges, Hnd trial court adminis­
trators. Reference Section 5.1 (General adminis­
trative authority). The Chief Justice, however, 
has no specifically articulated duties with regard 
to the administration of the Supreme Court. 

b. Reference Secrion S.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The State Court Administrator serves as 
clerk. He is selected by the Su~reme Court and 
serves at the pleasure of the court. He must be a 
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college graduate and have thorough experience in 
court administration. The administrator has re­
sponsibilities as delegated by the court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §5j A Report on the Position 
Classification, p. 1221) 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court has the power 
to promulgate general rules of practice and proce­
durt for the courts of record. The court promul­
gates rules governing the administration of all 
courts. It may make rules of practice, and pre­
scribe forms of process and regulations for the 
keeping of records and proceedings of the court, 
not inconsistent with the constitution or laws of 
the state. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§2, 21j §§13-2-108, 
13-2-109, 13-2-110 C.R.S. 1973] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The Court of Appeals 
in Denver but any division of the court may 
another county seat to hear oral arguments. 
court sits in continuous session. 

sits 
sit in 
The 

[§13-4-107 C.R.S. 1~73j State Court Adminis­
trator] 

2.2 Organization. The Court of Appeals, a court 
of statewide jurisdiction, sits in divisions of 
three judges each to determine all matters. The 
chief judge makes the division assignments with the 
approval of the Chief Justice. 

[§13-4-l06 C.R.S. 1973) 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has no original juris­
diction. 

b. The Court of Appeals has initial jurisdic­
tion over appeals from the District Court, Superior 
Court, Denver Probate Court, and Denver Juvenile 
Court with the following exceptions: 

(1) Gases in which the constitutionality of 
a statute, municipal charter provision, or ordi­
nance is in question. 

(2) Decisions of the Public Utilities Com­
mission. 

(3) Water cases involving priorities or 
adjudications. 

(4) Writs of habeas corpus. 
(5) Cases appealed from the County Court to 

the District Court or Superior Court. 
(6) Cases appealed from the Munitipal Court 

to the District Court or Superior Court. 
The Court of Appeals has initial jurisdic­

tion to review actions of the Iodustrial Commission 
and of the Banking Board regarding charters. The 
Court of Appeals issues any writs, directives, 
orders, and mandates necessary to the determination 
of cases within its jurisdiction. 

[§13-4-102 C.R.S. 1973j State Court Adminis~ 
trator) 



2.4 Judges 00) 
-- a. The chief judge is selected from the Court 
of Appeals judges by the Chief Justice, and serves 
at his pleasure. His term as chief judge is 
determined bv the Chief Justice. 

b. Court- of Appeals judges must be qualified 
voters of the state and must have been licensed to 
practice law in the state for 5 years. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of three nominees submitted 
by the Supreme Court Nominating Commission 
(reference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions). After serving for 2 
years, a judge may then run for retention on a 
nonpartisan ballot for a full term of 8 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§20, 25; §§13-4-l03, 
13-4-104, 13-4-105 C.R.S. 1973] 

2.5 Administration 
a. The chief judge has administrative authority 

over the court, to the extent delegated by the 
Chief Justice. The chief judge is responsible for 
the assignment of judges to divisions and the 
transfer of cases within the court and may, with 
0ther members of the court, appoint court personnel 
as authorized by the Supreme Court through a com­
prehensive statewide personnel staffing plan. 

b. The administrator of the Court of Appeals 
is the clerk. 

c. The clerk is selected by the j~dges of the 
court and serves at their pleasure. Qualifications 
for clerk of the Court of Appeals are as follows: 
graduation from an accredited college or univer­
sity, and considerable experience in court adminis­
tration or a master's degree in judicial adminis­
tration. The clerk is responsible for all admin­
istrative services of the court, direction of 
personnel, procurement of supplies and equipment, 
and other duties of a court administrator. 

(§§13-3-l05, 13-4-105, 13-4-106, 13-4-111 
C.R.S. 1973; A Report on the position Classifi­
cation, p. 1222; State Court Administrator] 

2.6 RUIe=making. Rule-making powers reside in the 
Supre;\e Court. Reference Section 1.6. 

(Const., Art. VI §2l; §§13-2-l08, 13-2-109 
C.R. S. 1973] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. Terms are fixed by court rule. 
[§13-5-10l C.R.S. 1973] 

3.2 Organization. There are 22 judicial dis­
tricts, composed of one to seven counties. Each 
county has a District Court. Separate divisions 
of the District Court may be established by law, 
or by rule of court. 

(Const., Art. VI, §10; §13-5-102 to §13-5-l23 
C.R.S. lQ73; State Court Administrator] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court, except in the city and 

county of Denver, has original jurisdiction in all 
criminal, civil, probate, and juvenile cases. 
Denver District Court has original jurisdicton in 
criminal and civil cases only. Jurisdiction over 
other matters has been given to the Denver Juvenile 
Court, Denver Probate Court, and Denver Superior 
Court. 

Exclusive original jurisdiction in disputes 
over water rights is vested in the District Court. 
The state is divided into seven water divisions 
with one District Court (commonly referred to as 
the "Water Court") handling all waters matters in 
each water division. 

b. The District Court, except in the city and 
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county of Denver, may review any final judgment of 
any County Court within the district. The District 
Court reviews judgments, on the record, from a 
qualified Municipal Court of record within the dis­
trict. 

(Const., Art. VI, §9; 1976 Annual Report, p. 
11~; State Court Administrator] 

3.4 Judges (106) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

all the districts of the District Court. The Chief 
Justice fills this role. The chief judges of the 
individual districts are appointed by and serve at 
the pleasure of the Chief Justice. 

b. District Court judges must be qualified 
voters of the state at the time of their selection, 
and must have been licensed to practice law in the 
state for 5 years. Each judge of the District 
Court must be a resident of his judicial district 
during his term of office. 

c. District Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of two or three nominees 
selected by the District Nominating Commission 
(reference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions). After serving for 2 years, 
a judge may then run for retention on a nonpartisan 
ballot for a full term of 6 years. 

(Const., Art. VI, §§5, 10, 11, 20; State Court 
Administrator] 

3.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

exercises administration over all the districts of 
the District Court. The chief judges of the 
individual districts have administrative authority 
as delegated by the Chief Justice. The chief 
judges have pOWOt with the other judges of the 
court to appoint clerks and personnel as authorized 
by the Supreme Court through a comprehensive state­
wide personnel staffing plan.' 

b. there is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. An 
administrator for each district may be selected by 
the chief judge of the district in consultation 
with the other judges (who may also interview can­
didates) subject to the approval of the Chief Jus­
tice. There are two small districts that combine 
chief judge and district administrator responsibil­
ities. District administrators are responsible for 
the administration of all courts Jf record in their 
districts, including the County Court, except for 
the Denver County Court, which has its own admin­
istrator. 

c. Chief judges are authorized to appoint 
clerks. Clerks serve as custodians of court 
records. 

(Const., Art. VI, §5; §§13-1-101, 13-1-102, 
13-1-119 C.R.S. 1973; State Court 
Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. Rules of procedure for the 
District Courts are prescribed by the Supreme 
Court. Reference Section 1.6. The judges of the 
District Court sit en banc to make rules to facil­
itate the transaction of business in the courts 
and provide for the classification, arrangement, 
and distribution of the business of the court 
among the judges. These rules are subject to 
approval by the Supreme Court. 

(§§13-2-108, 13-2-109, 13-5-133 C.R.S. 1973] 

Courts of Limited or Spe~lal Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 DENVER SUPERIOR COURT. Terms of the court 
may be regulated by rules ;f the Superior Court. 

(§13-7-l03 C.R.S. 1973] 

.l, 

4.2.1 Organization. The Denver Superior Court is 
the only Superior Court in Colorado, although the 
statutes provide for a Superior Court in each 
county or a combined city and county (only Denver 
is a combined city and county) having a population 
of 300,000 or more inhabitants. Specialized divi­
sions may be regulated by court rule. 

(§§13-7-l0l, 13-7-103 C.R.S. 1973; State Court 
Administrator] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court has original jurisdiction 

concurrent with the District Court in all civil 
actions wherein the amount in contest is between 
$1,000 and $5,000. 

b. The Superior Cour' has exclusive jurisdic­
tion to affirm, reverse, remand, modify or try de 
novo cases appealed from the County Court. 

[§13-7-l02 C.R.S. 1973] 
4.4.1 Judges (I), 

a. The Denver Superior Court has one judge, who 
serves as the presiding junge. 

b. Superior Court judges must have the same 
qualifications as ~istrict judges. Reference Sec­
tion 3.4.b. 

c. Superior Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor fro~ a list of two or three nominees sub­
mitted by the District Nominating Committee (refer­
ence Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nomi­
nating commissions). After serving for 2 years, a 
judge may then run for retention on a nonpartisan 
ballot for a full term of 6 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §20; §13-7-l0S C.R.S. 1973] 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. The presiding judge has administrative 
authority as delegated by the Chief Justice. The 
presiding judge appoints personnel as authorized 
by the Supreme Court through a comprehensive state­
wide personnel staffing plan. Administrative 
coordination with other courts is effected through 
the presiding judge. 

b. The administrator of the Superior Court is 
the clerk. 

c. The clerk is selected by the presiding judge 
of the court and serves at his pleasure. He must 
be a collegp graduate with major course work in 
public administrntitln or in a related field, and 
have experience in an administrative capacity. The 
clerk performs duties as assigned. 

[Const., Art. VI, §5; §13-7-106 C.R.S. 1973; A 
Report on the Position Classification, p. 1222; 
State Court Administrator] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. Practice and procedure are 
governed b} the Supreme Coure rules of civil and 
criminal procedure. The Superior Courts may make 
rules to facilitate the business of the court. 

[~13-7-l03 C.R.S. 1973] 

4.1.2 DENVER JUVENILE COURT (or District Court in 
Juvenile Hatters). The term of the Denver Juvenile 
Court is set by court rule. There must be at least 
one term a year. 

[Const., Art. VI, §12] 
4.2.2 Organization. The jurisdiction of the 
Denver Juvenile Court is limited to the city and 
county of Denver. The Juvenile Court may have 
special divisions to facilitate the business of the 
court. These divisions are defined by court rule. 

[§13-8-103, 13-8-115 C.R.S. 1973] 
4.1.2 Jurisdiction 

it. The Denver Juvenile Court has exclusive 
jurisdiction in capital criminal cases involving 
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juveniles under 14. In noncapital felony cases, 
exclusive juvenile court jurisdiction extends to 
age 16, and concurrent jurisdiction (with the 
DiJtric t Cnurt) to age 18, 'li th some minor excep­
tions. In criminal cases involving a child over 
16, the Denver Juvenile Court may determine whether 
it serves the best interest of the child or puhlic 
to try that case in the Juvenile Court or in the 
District Court. A hearing must be held to deter­
mine jurisdiction. The Denver Juvenile Court has 
exclusive original jurisdiction in cases involving 
neglected, dependent, and delinquent children, 
children needing oversight, and adults who encour­
age delinquency Qr neglect or abandon a child; 
custody hearings, adoptions, child support hear­
ings, and paternit' suits. 

b. The Denver Juvenile Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[§§13-8-l03, 19-1-103 C.R.S. 1973; State Court 
Administrator] 

4.~.2 Judges (3) 
a. The judges sit en bane to select a presiding 

judge, subject to the approval of the Chief 
Justice. 

b. Denver Juvenile Court judges must meet the 
same qualifications as District Court judges. 
Reference Section 3.4.b. 

c. Denver Juvenile Court judges are appointed 
by the Governor from a list of two or three 
nominees submitted by the District Nominating Com­
mittee (reference Table 12: Characteristics of 
judicial nominating commissions). Atter serving for 
2 years, a judge may then run for retention on a 
nonpartisan ballot for a full term of 6 years. 

(Const., Art. VI, §§lS, 20; 13-8-108, 13-8-109, 
13-8-112 C.R.S. 1973] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. The presiding judge of-the Denver Juvenile 

Court has administrative authority as delegated by 
the Chief Justice. The presiding judge and the 
other judges of the court appoint such personnel 
as authorized by the Supreme Court through a com­
prehensive statewide personnel staffing plan. 

b. The Director of Juvenile Court Services is 
the administrator. He is selected by the judges 
of the court ann serves at their pleasure. He must 
have a master's degree in psychology, social work, 
or a closely related field, and thorough experience 
with broad administrative responsibilities in a 
court. The director plans and directs the adminis­
tration of all programs of the Juvenile Court, 
prepares budgets, and is responsible for all 
administrative operations of the court. Also 
reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. The clerk, who is appointed by the court, 
performs the same duties as a District Court clerk. 
Reference Section 3.5.c. 

[Const., Art. VI, §5; §13-B-llO, 13-8-112, 
13-9-109 C.R.S. 1973; A Report on the Position 
Classification, p. 1202; State Court Adminis­
trator] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. Rules of procedure for the 
Denver Juvenile Court are promulgated by the 
Supreme Court. Reference Section 1.6. The Denver 
Juvenile Court has the power to make rules not in 
conflict with rules of the Supreme Court or other 
laws of the state for the conduct of the court's 
business. The court rules are subject to review 
by the Supreme Court. 

[§§13-2-l08, 13-2-109, 13-8-115 C.R.S. 1973] 



.~- ~--- - -- -

4.1.3 DENVER PROBATE COURT. The terms of the court 
are fixed by court rule, but at least one term must 
be held each year. 

[§13-9-113 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.2.3 Organization. The Denver Probate Court is 
the only Probate Court and sits in the city of 
Denver. 

[See §13-9-1l3 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Denver Probate Court has original and 
exclusive jurisdiction in the city and county of 
Denver regarding probate, inneritance, and testa­
mentary matters and the guardianship of minors, 
absentees, and incompetents. 

b. The Denver Probate Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. VI, §14; §13-9-103 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.4.3 Judge (1) 

a. The Denver Probate Court has one judge, who 
serves as the pres~ding judge. 

b. The Probate Court judge must be a qualified 
voter of the city and county of Denver and. must 
have been licensed to practice law in the state for 
5 years. He must be a resident of the city and 
county of Denver during his term of office and he 
may not engage in the private practice of law while 
in office. 

c. The Probate Court judge is appointed by the 
Governor from a list of two or three nominees sub­
mitted by the District Nominating Commission 
(reference Table 19: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating committees). After serving for two 
years, a jlJdge may then run tor retention on a 
nonpartisan ballot for a full term of 6 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §20; §§13-8-108, 13-9-104, 
13-9-105, 13-9-107(1) C.R.S. 1973J 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. The presiding judge of the Probate Court has 

administrative authority as delegated by the Chief 
Justice. The presiding judge appoints personnel 
as authorized by the Supreme Court through a com­
prehensive statewide personnel staffing plan. 

b. The clerk of the Probate Court is the admin­
istrator. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level 
administrator). 

c. The clerk is selected by the judge of the 
Probate Court and serves at his pleasure. He must 
be a college graduate with major coursework in 
public administration or a related field, and have 
considerable experience in a court or related 
administrative work. The clerk is responsible for 
the administration of all clerical proceedings in 
the court. The responsibilities of thp- clerk 
include matters as may be assigned to him by law, 
by court rules, and by the probate judge. 

[Const., Art. VI, §5; §§13-9-109, 13-9-110, 
13-98-109 C.R.S. 1973; A Report on the 
Position Classification. p. 1223; State Court 
Adminis- tratorJ 

4.6.3 Rule-making. Practice and procedure in the 
Probate Court are governed by special laws for 
matters within its jurisdiction and by the rules 
of probate procedure and civil procedure. The 
Probate Court has the power to make rules for the 
conduct of its business to the extent that such 
rules are not in conflict with the rules of the 
Supreme Court or state law. 

[§§13-9-lll, 13-9-112 C.R.S. 1973; State Court 
AdministratorJ 

4.1.4 COUNTY COURT. The County Court must have at 
least one term per year, or as specified by court 
rule. 

[§13-6-302 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.2.4 Organization. The County Court sits in the 
county seat, and may provide for hearings and 
trials in other locations. Where city boundaries 
are within two counties, the County Court may sit 
any place within the city, provided Lhat venue is 
properly determined. The Small Claims Court is a 
specialized division of the County Court. 

[§13-6-303 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. Except in Denver, the County Court has con­
current original jurisdiction with the District 
Court in misdemeanor violations of state laws 
(except those that involve juveniles), issuance of 
warrants, and preliminary hearing and bail in 
felonies and misdemeanors. Children under 18 are 
not included unless the offense is a felony punish­
able by death or life imprisonment. The County 
Court has concurrent jurisdiction with the District 
Court in civil suits in which the debt or damages 
claimed do not exceed $1,000, in forcible entry and 
detainer actions up to $1,000, petitions for change 
of name, and the issuance of peace bonds. The 
Small Claims Court has concurrent original juris­
diction with the District Court in all civil 
actions up to $500. The County Court has no juris­
diction in matters of probate, mental health, 
juveniles, dissolution of marriage, or real prop­
erty. 

b. The County Court has de novo appellate 
jurisdiction from a Municipal Court not of record 
within the county. 

[Const., Art. VI, §20; §§13-6-l04, 13-6-105, 
13-6-106 C.R.S. 1973; State Court Adminis­
trator J 

4.4.4 Judges (108 judges--89.3 F~'E) 
a. The court rules of each County Court provide 

for the selection of a presiding judge. If there 
are no rule provisions, the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court selects a presiding judge. The 
Denver County Court presiding judge is selected by 
the mayor and serves a I-year term, which can be 
renewed. 

b. County Court judges must be qualified voters 
of the counties in which they are elected or 
appointed and must reside there as long as they are 
judges. 

In class A & B counties: Judges must be 
admitted to the practice of law in the state. They 
must devote full time to their judicial duties and 
not engage in the private practice of law. They 
also serve as municipal judges in counties of class 
A, but not class B. 

In Class C & D counties: Judges must be high 
school graduates (or have attained certificates of 
equivalency). County judges, if lawyers, may en­
gage in the private practice of law in courts 
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other than the County Court and in matters that 
have not and will not come before the County Court. 
The County Court judges may serve as municipal 
judges. Nonlawyer judges may not take office until 
they have attended the institute on the duties and 
functioning of the County Court, held under the 
supervision of the Supreme Court. This requirement 
may be waived by the Supreme Court. 

c. County Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of two or three nominees 
selected by the District Nominating Commission 
(reference Table 19: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating committees), except for the Denver 
County Court where judge selection is determined 
by cIty charter. After serving for 2 years, a 

judge may then run for retention on a nonpartisan 
ballot for a full term of 4 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §16; §§13-6-203, 13-6-203(5), 
13-6-204, 13-6-205, 13-6-215, 13-9-213 C.R.S. 
1973; State Court AdministratorJ 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. The administrative authority of the presid­

ing judges is determined by rules of the court, or 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

b. The administrators are the County Court 
clerks. Reference Section 3.5.b (Administration). 

c. Clerks perform the same duties as District 
Court clerks. Reference Section 3.5.c (Administra­
tion). In small counties, however, the judge may 
serve as his own clerk. 

[§§13-6-211, 13-6-212, 13-6-215, 13-9-109 
C.R.S. 1973J 

4.6.4 Rule-making. Each County Court has the power 
to n:ake its own rules, not in conflict with the 
rules of the Supreme Court. All County Court 
rules are subject to review by the Supreme Court. 
The legislature has power to provide simplified 
rules for the Small Claims Court. In a County 
Court with more than one judge, the court makes 
rules regarding the allocation of the business of 
the court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §2; §§13-5-113, 13-5-133 
C.R.S. 1973J 

4.1. 5 MUNICI·PAL COURT. The terms of the Municipal 
Court are set by local court rules, charter provi­
sions, and ordinances. 

[Colorado Municipal Courts, pp. I, 2J 
4.2.5 Organization. The Municipal Courts sit in 
their respective municipalities. Local court rules 
fix specialized divisions of the MuniCipal Court. 

[§lJ-IO-112 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court tries all municipal 
ordinance violations. It mayor may not be a court 
of record, depending upon the particular establish­
ing ordinance of the municipality. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris-
diction. 

[§13-l0-l04 C.R.S. 1973; State Court 
Administra-
torJ 

4.4.5 Judges (15 full-time, 225 part-time) 
a. The w.~nicipal governing bodies appoint pre­

siding Municipal Court judges, who serve in this 
capacity during the term for \~hich they are 
appointed. 

b. Municipal Court judges must be high school 
graduates or have equivalency certificates. Pref­
erence is given to the appOintment of a Municipal 
Court judge who is licensed to practice la\~ or is 
trained in the law. 

c. MuniCipal Court judges are appointed by the 
municipal governing bodies unless otherwise 
provided in the city charters. Judges are to be 
appointed for terms that are> not less than 2 years. 
They may be reappointed. 

[§§13-6-203, 13-10-105, 13-10-106 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. The du t les of the presidi ng munici pal judges 
are determined on a local basis. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
[or the Municipal Court. 

c. Unless the> munic i pal governJ. ng body deter­
mines the workload of the court is insufficient to 
justify a derk, a clerk is appointed by the gov­
erning body and perfonns duties prescribed by law 
and the Municipal Court judge. He must be bonded. 
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[§§13-10-l08, 13-10-109 C.R.S. 1973J 
4.6.5 Rule-making. The presiding judge of any Mu­
nicipal Court has the authority to issue local 
rules of procedure consistent with rules of pro­
cedure adopted by the Supreme Court. 

[§13-10-112 C.R.S. 1973J 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is the executive head of the judiCial sys­
tem. The Supreme Court selects a State Court Ad­
ministrator and provides for administrative per­
sonnel, including trial court administrators, for 
the courts. The Chief Justice selects chief judges 
for the District Courts and the Court of Appeals. 
He may assign retired judges to work in the courts 
where needed. He assembles all judges annually to 
discu~s recommendations made by the State Court 
Administrator and business that will benefit the 
judiciary. The Chief Justice submits an annual 
report to the Governor and to the legislature re­
garding the administration of the courts. Refer­
ence Section 1.5.a (Administration). 

[Const., Art. VI, §§4, 5; §§13-3-102, 13-4-105 
C.R.S. 1973J 

5.2 Office of the State Court Administrator 
a. There is no specific authorization for the 

administrative office. 
b. Stale Court Administrator 

(1) The State Court Administrator's position 
is established by the constitution and by statute. 

(2) The State Court Administrator is ap­
pointed by the Supreme Court. He must be a col­
lege graduate and have thorough experience in 
court administration. 

(3) The State Court Administrator makes a 
continuous survey of the conditions of the dockets 
and the business of the courts. He makes recom­
mendations and reports thereon to the Chief Jus­
tice. He prescribes the procedures to be used by 
the Judicial Department with respect to the prep­
aration of budget requests and any matters relat­
ing to fiscal administration. He prepares a com­
prehensive personnel classification system and 
staffing plan for all courts in the state system. 
He consults with the state comptroller in prepara­
tion of regulations pertaining to budgetary and 
[i~cal procedures and forms, and the disbursement 
of funds. The State Court Administrator prepares 
an annual consolidated budget for all the courts 
of record, subje>ct to the provisions of §13-3-lU4 
C.R.S. 1973. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the> 
State Court Administrator consists of 47 people: 
42 professionals (including the State Court Admin­
istrator) and 5 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional staff provides support services in the fol­
lowing areas: systems analysis, programming, re­
cords management, forms development, and field re­
presentation; probation coordination, court re­
porting, court coordination, other court services, 
and facilities management; payroll, accounting, 
audit, budgeting, and purchasIng; training and pub­
lications; personnel systems and office management; 
legislative, executive, public, and media informa­
tion and legislative liaison; and planning and re>­
search activities, which include statistical com­
pilation, judicial planning, research, statistical 
analysis, and legal services. 

[State Court AdministrdtorJ 
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Figure 2: Colorado state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
6.1.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Water referee 

a. Water referees must be qualified by expe­
rience and training, and a master's degree in 
engineering is desirable. Water referees are 
appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the 
District Court judge who is designated water judge. 
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b. The referee conducts investigations rega:cd­
ing water rights and rules on applications for 
water ri6hts. 

[§§37-92-203(4), (5), (6), 37-92-302, 37-92-303 
C.R.S. 1973; Position Description Number 3111; 
Parajudges: Their Role in Today's Court Sys­
tems, p. 36) 

6.1.2 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.2 Domestic relations referee 

a. Domestic relations referees must be admit­
ted to the practice of law. They are appointed by 
the judges pursuant to court rule, 

b. The referee hears various kinds of cases 
assigned by the judges includinp, uncontested r.ases 
and temporary orders. 

[State Court Administrator) 

6.1.3 DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
6.2.3 Commissioner 

a. Commissioners must be lawyers and ace ap­
pointed by and serve at the pleasure of the court. 

b. Commissioners may hear any case in the 
court's jurisdiction and report their findings and 
recommendations to the court. 

[§19-l-110 C.R.S. 1973; Parajudges: Their 
Role in Today's Court Systems, p. 36) 

6.1.4 COUNTY COURT 
6.2.4 Small Claims Referee 

a. 
claims 
judge. 

In class A counties, referees for small 
matters Qay be appointed by the presiding 

In class B counties, referees may be 

appointed if approved by the Chief Justice. All 
referees must be attorneys admitted to the practice 
of law in Colorado. They are appointed by the 
judges of the court where they sit. 

b. Small claims referees hear small claims 
matters in the County Courts of the larger coun­
ties. While acting as a referee for smaLl claims, 
a referee has the same powers as a judge. If any 
party objects to the referee, that party's case is 
referred to a judge. 

[§13-6-405 C.R.S. 1973J 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Qualifications. The 
membership of the Commission on Judicial Qualifi­
cations includes three judges of the District Court 
and two judges of the County Court selected by the 
Supreme Court; two citizens admitted to the prac­
tice of law in the state, who have been practicing 
for 10 years (neither of whom may be a judge), 
appOinted by majority action of the Governor, 
Attorney General, and Chief Justice; and two 
citizens not admitted to the bar, appointed by the 
Governor. 

[Const., Art. VI, §23) 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. A judge 
or justice may be removed for willful misconduct 
in office or persistent failure to perform his 
duties, or because of a disability that interferes 
with the performance of his duties. The Commission 
on Judicial Qualifications reviews the matter, or 
it may refer the case to a panel of three special 
masters (hearing officers) who investigate and 
report their findings to the commission. If the 
commission finds good cause for removal, that 
recommendation is made to the Supreme Court. All 
proceedings of the commission are confidential. 
The Supreme Court reviews all (Jroceedings and may 
order removal or retirement, or it may rejec t thp 
commission's recommendation. 

[Const., Art. VI, §23) 
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Figure 1 : Connecticut court system, 1980 
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CONNECTICUT 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREHE COURT. Terms of the court are held at 
Hartford beginning on the first Tuesday of each 
month, except July, August, and September. Special 
terms may be held at the discretion of the court. 

[Connecticut General Statutes Annotated 
(hereinafter C.G.S.A.) Section 51-200] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has the power to issue 
extraordinary writs. 

b. Appeals from final judgments or actions of 
the Superior Court are taken to the Supreme Court, 
except for small claims, decisions of adminis­
trative agencies, and those matters within the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the Appellate Sessions 
of the Superior Court. There is no right to 
further review of an Appellate Session decision, 
except by certification by the Appellate Session 
or by two judges of the Supreme Court. 

[C.G.S.A. §§51-l97a, 5l-197f, 51-199] 
1.4 Justices (6) 

a. The Chief Justice is nominated by the 
Governor and appointed by the General Assembly for 
an 8-year term. 

b. The Chief Justice and associate justices of 
the Supreme Court must be members of the state bar 
and are not permitted to engage in private 
practice. 

c. Supreme Court justices are nominated by the 
Governor and appointed by the General Assembly for 
8-year termt'o 

[Constitution, Article 5, Section 2j C.G.S.A. 
§ § 2-4 2, 51-47] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the head of the Judi­

cial Department. He exercises administration and 
supervlslon over the entire court system through 
the Chief Court Administrator, the executive secre­
tary, the administrative judges of the Superior 
Court, the Executive Committee of the Superior 
Court, and the Probate Court administrator. Refer­
ence Section 5.1 (General administritive author­
ity). The Chief Justice has no specifically artic­
ulated duties with regard to thp administration of 
the Supreme Court. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level 
administrator). 

C. Although the statutes still specify that 
the Superior Court clerks also act as Supreme 
Court clerks, those clerks do not perform any 
function for the Supreme Court other than accept­
ing appeals and supervising the office of the Su­
preme Court and Appellate Session of the Superior 
Court. The Justices of the Supreme Court designate 
and fill the position of chief clerk of the Supreme 
Court. There are no formal provisions for as­
signing administrative duties to the clerk. 

[C.G.S.A. §51-201j Chief Court Administrator] 
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1.6 Rule-making. Rule-making authority for the 
SUpreme Court is vested in the Supreme Court. 
Rules that modify, supersede, or suspend any stat­
ute relating to pleading, practice, and procedure 
in existence on July 1, 1957 are subject to dis­
approval by resolution of the General Assembly. 
Public hearings on proposed rules are held at least 
annually and reasonable notice of same is given in 
the Connecticut Law Journal. 

[Const., Art. 2, Art. 15, §lj C.G.S.A. 
§5l-l97c] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 APPELLATE SESSIONS OF THE SUPERIOR COURT. The 
"Chief'Court Administrator designates the number of 
Appellate Sessions and their location. Only one 
session has been established, and it sits at Hart­
ford throughout the year (except Hay, July, August, 
and September). 

[C.G.S.A. §51-l97cj 
2.2 Organization. Each session consists of a panel 
of three judges and two alternate judges. The 
court has statewide jurisdiction. 

[C.G.S.A. §51-197c] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Appellate Sessions have no original 
jurisdiction. 

b. The Appellate Sessions have jurisdiction 
over appeals from any final judgment or action in 
the following matters: 

(1) Any criminal action charging nonsupport 
of a minor child or children. 

(2) Any criminal action wherein the maximum 
potential punishment may be a fine of not more than 
$5,000 and/or imprisonment of not more than 5 years 
and the fine imposed is $1,000 or less and/ or a 
sentence of 1 year or less. 

(3) Any violation of an ordinance, regula­
tion, or bylaw of a political subdivision of the 
state. 

(4) Any civil actioli for legal or equitable 
reI ief, in which the amount in controversy is less 
than $7,500. 

(5) Any summary process proceeding relating 
to a landlord-tenant matter. 

(6) Any paternity or support proceeding. 
(7) Any proceeding relating to uniform reo 

ciprocal enforcement of support. 
(8) Any violation of the laws relating to 

motor vehicles; except any action where punishment 
is also imposed on any other count charging (1) a 
capital felony, (2) an unclassified felony punish­
able by a fine of more than $5,000 or imprisonment 
for more than 5 years or both, (3) a Class A, Class 
B, or Class C felony or a Class D felony where 
punishment is imposed in excess of $1,000 or in 
excess of I year. 

[C.G.S.A. §51-197d; Chief Court Administrator] 
2.4 Judges (3) 

a. Unless otherwise provided by the Chief Court 
Administrator, the judge senior in length of 
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judicial service is designated the presiding judge. 
The presiding judge is designated for each session, 
and serves for the full session. 

b. Appellate Sp.ssions judges must be members of 
the state bar and are not permitted to practice 
law. 

c. The Chief Court Administrator appoints Su­
perior Court judges to the panels of the Appellate 
SesFions. During their service on the panels, the 
judges are excused from their trial court duties. 
Judges of the Appellate Sessions serve at the plea­
sure of the Chief Court Administrator. 

[C.G.S.A. §§5l-47, 5l-l97c] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The presiding judge has no specifically 
articulated administrative duties. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Appellate Sessions. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. By rule, Connecticut Practice Book §1066, 
the chief clerk of the Supreme Court serves as 
clerk of the Appellate Session. 

[Connecticut Practice Book §1066] 
2.6 Rule-making. The judges of the Superior Court 
may estab11sh rules of procedure for the speedy and 
inexpensive hearing of appeals brought to the 
Appellate Sessions. Administrative rules for the 
sessions may be promulgated by the judges of the 
Superior Court or by the executive secretary (re­
ference Section 5.2.c) under the supervision of the 
Chief Court Administrator (referp.nce Section 
5.2.a). 

[C.G.S.A. §§5l-9, 5l-l97c] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The Superior Court sits in 
continuous session at such times as provided by law 
or as fixed and determined by the Chief Court Ad­
ministrator. 

[C.G.S.A. §5l-l8l) 
3.2 Organization. The state has been divided into 
11 judicial districts. The Superior Court is di­
vided by court rule ihta civil, criminal, and 
family divisions. 

[C.G.S.A. §§5l-l8l, 51-182, 51-185, 51-308, 
51-331, 51-344] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court is the sole court of 

original jurisdiction for all causes of action, 
except such actions over which the Probate Court 
has original jurisdiction, as provided by statute. 
Domestic relations and juvenile matters are heard 
in the family division. 

b. The Superior Court hears appeals from the 
Probate Court and from administrative decisions of 
officers and agencies of the state or its politic, l 
subdivisions. 

[C.G.S.A. §§45-288, 5l-l64s, 5l-l97b) 
3.4 Judges (110). In addition, there are provi­
sions for an unlimited number of senior judges who 
are retired, between the ages of 65 and 70, and 
working part time, but with full authority. Eleven 
senior judges are currently serving. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge 
over all the Superior Court. The Chief Court Ad­
ministrator appoints administrative judges for each 
of the state's 11 judicial districts and a chief 
administrative judge for the divisions (Criminal, 
Civil, and Family). 

b. Superior COUtt judges must be members of 
the state bar and are not permitted to practice 
law. 
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c. Superior Court judges are nominated by the 
Governor and appointed by the General Assembly for 
8-year terms. The Chief Court Administrator 
assigns judges to the divisions or part thereof. 

[Const., Art. 5, §2; C.G.S.A. §§5l-47, 5l-l64t; 
Chief Court Administrator] 

3.5. Administration 
a. The position of chief judge was repealed as 

of July 1, 1978. The Chief Court Administrator, 
as part of his general authority, appoints adminis­
trative judges for each of the state's 11 judicial 
districts. The administrative judges are respon­
sible for: 

1. Discussing administrative matters with 
the Chief Court Administrator, chief administrative 
judges, presiding judge(s) and assigned judges. 

2. Serving as liaison of the Chief Court 
Administrator with the presiding judge(s) and 
assigned judges in order to implement policy estab­
lished by rule of court, the Chief Court Adminis­
trator, or vote of the judges. 

3. Assuming, personally, any assignment 
within the judicial district of assignment, not­
withstanding his primary assignment, giving timely 
notice thereof, however, to the Cffice of the Chief 
Court Administrator. 

4. Reassigning for the day, a judge who 
concludes his primary assignment prior to 5 p.m. 

5. In the event of a storm, an emergency, 
or the inability of a judge to assume his assign­
ment, assigning any judge assigned within the judi­
cial district to any geographical area courthouse 
for the purpose of presiding over arraignments, 
fixing or reviewing bail, and conducting any other 
necessary court business, or to a courthouse for 
juvenile matters to conduct necessary court busi­
ness, giving simultaneous notice, or, if that is 
not possible, going prompt notice of the assignment 
to the Office of the Chief Court Administrator. 

6. Subject to the prior approval of the 
Chief Court Administrator, determining the court­
house(s) to which jurors shall be initially sum­
moned within the judicial district. 

7. When feasible or necessary, ordering 
that the trial of any case, jury or nonjury, be 
held in any courthouse within the judicial dis-
tricl. 

8. Apportioning administrative appeals and 
small claims matters as equally as possible among 
all the judges, taking into consideration the par­
ticular expertise of an individual judge. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
of the Superior Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Superior Court clerk positions ar~ author­
ized by statut~. Positions are filled annually by 
the Superior Court judges at their June meeting. 
There are no formal provisions for assigning admin­
istrative duties to the clerks. 

[C.G.S.A. §§5 1-lb, 51-51v) 
3.6. Rule-making. The judges of the Superior 
Court, acting as a body, may adopt a~d promulgate, 
and may from time to time modify or repeal rules 
and forms regulating pleading, practicp, and pro­
cedure in jUdicial proceedings. As part of tha 
unified court system, many administrative proce­
dures for the Superior Court are prescribed by the 
Chief Court Administrator. 

[C.G.S.A. §§51-9, 51-14) 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 PROBATE COURT. Probate Court terms differ from 
district to district. Some are open regular busi-

ness hours while others open by appointment only. 
[Probate Court Administrator] 

4.2 Organization. The state has been divided bv 
statute into 130 probate districts, each of whi~h 
consists of between land 6 towns. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[C.G.S.A. §45-1) 
4.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Probate Court has power to admit wills 
to probate and grant administration of intestate 
estates. In addition to juriSdiction over dece­
dents' estates, the court has jurisdiction over 
termination of parental rights, adoptions, and 
guardianships; commitment of mentally ill adults; 
commitment of mentally ill children; conservator­
ships; fiduciary accounts; .ttirili:.:atLm; and 
guardianship and placement of the m~ntallv re-
tarded. • 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate juris-
diction. 

[C .(;. S.A. § § 17-176 ~. ~., 4)-4, 41-42 ~. 
~., 45-61e, 45-70 ~. ~., 45-7Ha ~. ~., 
45-268; Public Acts (hereinafter P.A.) 79-~11, 
79-543, 79-583] " , 

4.4 Judges (130). The constitution specifiE's that'\, 
each prohate district have o~e judge. 

a. The Probate Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Prubate Court judges must be voters of towns 
within their probate districts. 

\? Pn)bate Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms hy the Voters of their respective districts. 

[Const., Art. 5, §4; l'.G.S.A. §45-b) 
4.5 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Probate Court. 

b. A Probate Court administrator over all the 
probate districts is authori~ed by statute. He is 
appointed by the Chief Justice. A person appointed 
to the pObition must be a Probate Court judge. If 
his judicial term expires after appointment, he may 
continuE' to serve as administrator at the pleasure' 
of the Chief Justice. TIH' ad:ninistr'ltO\" must de­
vote full-tin~ to his duties and ~annot engage in 
the pract ict' of 1<lW. 

The administrator regularly reviews the 
auditing, accounting, statistical~ billing, re­
curding, filing, ,lnd lltl1<'1 prol't'dure" or tilt' Pro­
hate Cuurt. Ue or his authllrized designee is re­
<juin'd tu visit and ,'xaminl' rt'cllrds and files of 
each Probilte Cllurt at l .. dsL "nee l'v.'ry l'Vl'n num­
bered year. U" is t'mplJlVl'rt'd tu issue· ,1dministra­
tiv,' rules ,1l1d r"gul<1tinns. Th,' administrator 
fill'S an anllual repl)rt \~ith tilt' Chief Court Admin­
istrilt,'r by April 1 of <'aeh year, ,Ind Ill' submits 
proposed rules of practice and procedure in lhe 
ProhJtl' C,Hlrt tD thl' Supr'>In" ('<'urt. 

c. Each Probatt' Court judn" may appoint a cl .. rk 
and as m,IIlV assistant cl"rks as he d,!t'Ins n"Cl'ssarv. 
Such clerk~ art' nnt de,'l1ll'd statl' I.'lIIplovl'l's and th;'y 
sprvl' ill lhl' plf'3SlJl'" of thl' jlldgl'. TI1<'[(' ,In' no 
formal provisions for assigning 'Jdministrativl' 
duties to thl' cjl'rk. 

[C.G.S.A •• 14~-la, 45-4c to 4~-4f, 4~-5J 
4.1> Rule-m'lking. The SUprl'I1H.· Court prt1mulg'ltt'S 
uniform rult's of practice and procpdure for the 
Prnbatl' C,'url. Such full'S an' L"eCOIIIInl'ndl'd to tlte 
court for adoption by the Pr0bate Court adminis­
tratur. 

[C.(;.S.A. ~45-4f) 
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State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. Statutes 
designate the Chief Justice as the head of the 
Judicial Department. He appoints the Chief Court 
Administrator. Reft'renct' Section 1.5.a. Under the 
supervision and direction ,:>f the Chif'f Court Admin­
istrator, the eXf'cutive secretary examinf's the ad­
ministrative methods and sYhtems employed in the 
Judicial Department and ~ach of its constituent 
courts. The executive s~cretary also develops and 
implements prllgrams for tl,,' imprrJVt'nll'llt thereof and 
for securing uniform administrdtion and pruct'dures. 

[C.G.S.A. §51-lh, ~1-9) 
5.2 Office of the elner CLlUrt Administratol-

a. The Offiet> of til(' Chief \:,'urt Administrator 
is authorized by Connecticut General Sta'utes 
§51-8 (1979). 

b. Chief Court Administrator 
(1) The Chief Court Administrator's position 

is authorized by statute. The current incumbent 
was previously Chic'f Judg" or tht' SUp .. riol Cllurt. 

(2) The Chief Court Administrator is np­
pointed hv dnd SPfV"s ;It Uw ple"slI!'.· ,Jf ttw Chic'f 
JU!ltice. 

(3) TIlt' eh itd ('.'urt Adw i 11 is t ra t ,.lr is tht' 
administrat ivl' din'ctor "i th., ..ludic ial li"p'lrtment. 
Ih~ may i ~SUl' .... rdt_·t·s, rl~qu i l"t-' rt'p, '1' t ~~, and ;iPP(1 i nt 
judgt':4 to such FH)sitions ~lS III dt',~m~; tlPCPSS;1rv to 
carry "ut his rl'sponsihilit.i,':O. Ik mav a"sig~l ant! 
reassign judicial ilnd 1l0njudi"i;Il p"rs"lllwl as the 
efficient administration nl lust iet' n''luirl'i<. As 
required, he may ills" tr.lllsft'r C"LJ~ ~ from l'l1(> 
court or distri,'t tu alll)tl ... I'. !It' appoints an t'X,'C­

utiv~~ be\.:r(·t~lry \\'htJ ~,el"Y''-'s at his plt'asltrl~. 
c. Office orgdllizati0n. Thl' Chip! Court Admin­

istrator appoints th,' ex,'cut iv,' ,;,·crt'tarv, who must 
he a ml'mbl'r ,)f tll,' stiltt' bar. nit, Offic(' ,)f th" 
Chief Court Administrator ,'''n''lsls ,,1 95 people: 
51 profession,lls (incltlding t1.,' Chief (ourt Admin­
iHtr,Hor) and :,.'. t'l.'ri,'.ll l",r5,_'nn.·1. Th,' prllfps­
sinnal stari provid.,s supp"rt sprvic,'s in t11,' 101-
lO\""ing art~,H;': sy}.;tt'TIlS andly~igl prl\t-~r,unrnin~, ~om­
putvr operilt 1l111:.., t rl·L· ... ·rd~~ m,ln.:l~t·tnl·nt, fl)nns dt'Vt..Jl­

opnlt'nt, ,1l1d 1 i"j,j rt,[,rt";t'lltdt it'll; celllrt reptlrling, 
C(lurt l.·thH~din,ltinn, t)t.ht'r !"~l'lJrt Et'rvict)s, and fa­
cilit il:)S l~l.:lndgl~ml'nt; tJ,lyrld 1, a\.'~»llnt ing) auditing, 
and plJr.:iwsilli'.; "(lil,'ati;,n. 1'l'l'Sl'IlIll'1 """tt'm>', 'lnti 
officL' llI;lllag,'ml'lll; ;jnd plalll1iIlF a!1d r"st'arch ac­
tiviti,·" inL'111'llll,~ slat ist ical t'(lTilpilati(ln, judi­
ci,ll pLlflnini~, l''g,d s"l"vict's, and j[>):islativt' 
draft ing. 

[ C • l; • S • A. § ~ '>1 - 1 b, 'J! - H (I q 74 ), '> 1-9 (! (I 7" ) ; 
Sl-]O~, ~1-31:, S!-~~la, Sl-147h; P.A. 78-280, 
Sl'ct ions 1~;', U"; ('hit'! (lurt Adlllinistr,ltt'r) 

h.l.! Strl'ERluR llll'RT 
b.~.l St'llillr judg,' 'Ill.! sla~l;:_1·~J.':':~.:.. 

a. Jud~~t's whp t't't irt' pridr l\..' d~t' ,'U art~ dl~sig-
Ildtl'd as sl)uil)t l1Jdt!lh~. !:lllprt'lT1e .Hhi Sopl'rillr Court 
iud~t's \oJhu rt't i l"t' <it agt' i'o -and ;;~t:ni\lt" iud':'~l.S upon 

I.lt tainin~ dgt' 70 arll dL'sign~lt pd ~t':ltl' rl~ft~rl;)p~ for 
tht' rt'lllaind,'!' "f th"ir liv,'s. Tilt' Chi.·[ JustIce 
is l~mp\..)\.Jtlrl'd tl' ilpp\\in~ .l~ Hl,ltl~' !-'tatp rt'tptt>t'S ~1$ 
htl dpl'ms rll"l~t'SSdr\' lrl)!:l iillh)tlf tbt' qUdlitipd Il1l'tnbt.t"s 
o[ tht' sLit., bar. 

b. Sl~ninr jl1d~~t.!s ~ind ~;t.'tt t> I Vfl'rl1t'S p\)~;s{~:-;:4 tlH~ 
full ,lutlwritv "f r,'g1JLlI< .JudI:"'; i,l tll,' ,cases as-
Hi gn('d ttl t1 .. 'm. 

-----------'-----~----------------~-----.-.--.-



Figure 2: Connecticut state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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[Const., Art. 5, §6; C.G.S.A. §5l-50c to 
§5l-50l, §§52-434, 52-434a] 

6.1.2 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.2 Commissioner 

a. All members of the state bar, while in 
good standing, are designated as commissioners of 
the Superior Court. Those commissioners with at 
least 2 years of law experience can volunteer for 
small claims duty. If approved by the Chief Court 
Administrator, their names are placed on the 
Superior Court list. Names are chosen from this 
list on a rotating basis to hear small claims 
matters. Compensation is not provided for small 
claims duty. 

b. Commissioners can sign writs and 
subpoenas, take recognizances, administer oaths, 
and take depositions and acknowledge deeds. They 
may issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of 
witnesses and subpoenas duces tecum in adminis­
trative proceedings. 

[C.G.S.A. §§51-85, 52-549a to 52-549d] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1.1 Judicial R~view Council. The council 
consists of three Superior Court judges, three 
lawyers, and three nonlawyers. The judges are 
selected by their peers, while the remaining 
members are appointed by the Governor with the 
approval of the General Assembly. 

[C.G.S.A. §§5l-511, 5l-5lu (1979)] 
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7.2.1 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
council has the authority to investigate all 
complaints against judges of the Supreme and 
Superior Courts. After its investigation, the 
council can conduct a private hearing concerning 
the matter. If found guilty, the judge can be 
privately or publicly censured by the council, or 
it can suspend him for a definite period of time 
up to 1 year. If deemed appropriate, the council 
may refer the matter to the Supreme Court with 
recommendation that the judge be suspended for 
longer than 1 year or that he be removed from 
office. Judges may also be retired for disability 
by the council either on its own motion or at the 
request of the judge. 

[C. G. S • A. § 51-4 9, 51-51 k, 51-51 u (1979)] 

7.1.2 Council on Probate Judicial Conduct. The 
council consists of one probate judge, elected by 
his peers; one state referee, appointed by the 
Chief Justice, one attorney with at least 5 years 
of experience, and two nonlawyers appointed by the 
Governor. 

[C.G.S.A. §45-lld] 
7.2.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. After 
investigating a complaint, the council can conduct 
a private hearing. Upon conclusion of the hearing 
and if warranted, the council may privately repri­
mand or publicly censure the judge. In very seri­
ous cases, the council can recommend to the House 
of Representatives the institution of impeachment 
proceedings. 

[C.G.S.A. §45-llg] 
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1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Delawar.e Supreme Court sits 
at Dover. There is one fixed term of court, which 
coincides with the calendar year. 

[Title 10, Delaware Code (hereinafter Del. C.) 
Annotated, Revised 1974, Section 101; Supreme 
Court Rules, Rule 2) 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by the court and serves at the pleasure of the 
court. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerk. He super­
vises all clerical personnel in the office. 

1. 2 Organization. The Supreme Court normally sits 
in panels of three justices. Panels are assigned 
by the Chief Justice. The Court sits en banc in 
capital ~ases, in cases where the thr.ee-justice 
panel was not unanimous in its decision, and in 
other such cases as may be determined by the Su­
preme Court or the General Assembly. 

[Constitution, Article IV, Section 12; Supreme 
Court Rule 4) 

1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court may issue writs of pro­
hibition, quo warranto, certiorari, and mandamus 
to any court. The Court may also determine ques­
tions of law certified to it by other ~ourts. When 
requested by the Governor, the Supreme Court ren­
ders opinions regarding the constitutionality of 
any law or any question involving the federal or 
state constitution. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate juriSdiction 
in criminal cases in which the sentence is death, 
imprisonment exceeding I month, or fine exceeding 
$100, and in civil cases appealed from the Superior 
Court. The COurt also has juriSdiction in appeals 
from the Court of Chancery. 

[10 Del. C. §§11, l4lj 
1.4 Justices (5) 

a. The Chief JUstl~e is selected in the same 
manner as the other j~ ,~ices, but is designated 
Chief Justice Upon apF ntment. He serves his en­
tire term in this role. Reference Section 1.4.c below. 

b. Supreme Court Justices must be lawyers and 
residents of the state. 

c. Supreme C0urL justices are appointed by the 
Governor with the consent of the Senate. All jus­
tices of the Supreme Court serve l2-year terms and 
may be reapp0intect. 

[ Con st. Ar t. VI, § § 2, 3) 
1.5 Administration 

a. The Chief Justice is the administrative head 
of all courts in the state. He exercises adminis­
tration and supervision over the entire court sys-
tem through the Director of the Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts, the chancellor of the Court of 
Chancery, the president judge of the Superior 
Court, and chief judges of the limited jurisdiction 
courts. He has no specifi, administrative duties 
with regard to the SUpreme Court. Reference Sec­
tion 5.1 (General administrative authority). 

b. There is n0 nrovision for an administrator 
for the Supreme Cou~t. Refel'ence Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 
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[Const., Art. VI, §27; 10 Del. C. §l2l) 
1.6 Rule-makin£. The Supreme Court promulgates 
rules reguldting practice and procedure in the 
Court. When Supreme Cou~t rules have taken effect, 
they super~~de any statutory provisions that may 
conflict. The SUpreme Court may adopt rules for 
the administration of justice and the conduct of 
business for any or all of the courts of the state. 

[Const., Art. IV, § 13; 10 Del. C. §161) 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Delaware. 

Courts of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 COURT OF CHANCERY. The term of court coin­
cides with the calendar year. 

flO D~l. c. §302) 
3.2.1 urganizi1~. Court is held in each of the 
state's three counties. A Public Guardian is ap­
pointed by the court to be the guardian of the 
aged, mentally infirm, physically incapacitated, 
and minors. 

[Del. C. §301; The 1976 Annual Report of the 
Delaware Judiciarl (hereinafter ~Annual Re­
'port), p. 30] 

3.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Chancery has juriSdiction to 
hear and determine all matters in equity. The 
Court of Chancery has no jurisdiction in matters 
where the cause may be determined by commo~ law or 
statute. Litigation in the Court of Chancery con­
sists of corporate matters, petitions concerning 
trusts or estates, disputes involving real prop­
erty, and commercial and contractual matters. Tne 
Public Guardian may have care of a minor's person 
or property or both, depending on the court. The 
Public Guardian receives all debts and income of 
his ward, and squares up his accounts. He can Rell 
his ward's property if necessary; and he is allowed 
to sue for or defend his ward. 

b. The Court of Chancery has no appellate ju­riSdiction. 

[10 Del. C. §§3 tll, 342j 12 Del. C. §392lj .!lli 
~l Report, p. 29J 

3.4.1 Jud es (1 chancellor 2 vice chancellors) 
a. The chancellor is appointed in the same man­

ner as the vice-chancellors, but is desi~nRteJ 
chancellor upon appointment. Reference Section 
3.4.l.c below. 

b. Chancellors and vice-chancellors must be 
lawyers and residents of the state. No more thlln 
two of them may be members of the sam~ major po­
litical party. 
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c. Chancellors and vice-chancellors are ap­
Fointed by the Governor with the consent of the 
Senate. The chancellor and vice-chancellors serve 
l2-year terms. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§2, 3] 
3.5.1 Administration 

a. The chancellor appoints clerical personnel 
as necessary for the court. There are no other 
formal provisions for granting administrative 
authority to the chancellor. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Chancery. The Director of the Ad­
ministrative Office of the Courts serves as Chan­
cery Court administrator. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The register in chancery and the register 
of wills in each county serve as the clerks of the 
Chancery Court in that county. Registers are 
elected to 4-year terms by the voters of the coun­
ties in which they serve. There are no statutory 
provisions or rules assigning administrative duties 
to the registers. They supervise all clerical per­
sonnel in their office. 

[10 Del. C. § §32, 322-377] 
3.6.1 Rule-maki~a. The Court of Chancery is em­
powered to promulgate rules governing practice and 
procedure in the court. Once adopted, the rules 
supersede any statutory provisions that may con­
flict. Administrative rule-making procedures are 
the same as for the Supreme Court. Reference Sec­
t ion 1. 6. 

[10 Del. C. §36lj 

3.1.2 SUPERIOR COLIRT. There are four terms of 
court beginning on the second Monday in September, 
first Monday in December, first Monday in March, 
and first Monday in June. 

[Superior Court Criminal Rule 56(a) and Supe­
rior Court Civil Rule 77(b)] 

~.2 Organization. Superior Court is held in each 
of th~ state's three counties. There are no spe­
cialized divisions of the Superior Court. 

110 Del. C. §501] 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Superior Court has exclusive jurisdic­
tion in f:lony cases except those involving juve­
niles. The court has juri,diction in all civil 
cases at common law. It also has jurisdiction over 
the termination of parental rights and adoptions. 

b. The Superior Court has appellate ju~isdic­
tion over cases at law from the Court of Common 
Pleas and varied administrative agencies. Cases 
from the Alderman's Court, Justice of the Pe.ce 
Court, anJ the Municipal Court are heard de novo 
in the Superior Court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §7; 1976 P.nnual Report, p. 
53) 

3.4.2 Judges (11) 
a. The president judge over all the Superior 

Courts is selected in the same manner as Superior 
Court associate judges but is designated president 
judge upon appointment. Reference Section 3.4.2.c 
below. The Superior Court does not have presiding 
judges fnr the individual counties. 

b. Superior Court judges (the president judge 
and associate judges) must be lawyers and at least 
one associate judge must reside in each of the 
state's three counties. If there is an unpven num­
ber of judges, not more than a bare majority may 
be of the same major political party. 

c. Superior Court judges (the presiding judge 
and associate judges) are appointed by the Gover­
nor, with the consent of the Senate. They serve 
l2-year terms. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§2, 3) 188 

3.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no constitutional or statutory 

provisions for assigning administrative responsi­
bilities to the president judge. There are no pro­
visions for presiding judges for the individual 
courts. 

b. The position of Superior Court Administrator 
is authorized in the state's budget bill each year. 
The administrator is chosen by the judges of the 
Superior Court and qualifications for the position 
are set by them. 

c. The prothonotary of each county serves as 
Superior Court clerk in that county. Prothonota­
ries are elected by the counties in which they 
serve for 4-year terms. There are no formal pro­
visions for assigning administrative duties to the 
prothonotary. He supervises all clerical personnel 
in the office. 

[Const., Art. III, §322; Const., Art. IV, §26; 
lODe 1. C. § 5 21] 

3.6.2 Rule-making. Procedures for administrative 
rule-making are the same as for the Supreme Court. 
Reference Section 1.6. The Superior Court is em­
powered to make rules governing civil practice and 
procedure in the court. These rules supersede any 
statutory regulations that may conflict. 

[10 Del. C. §561] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 FAMILY COURT. The Family Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[Manager, Planning and Research] 
4.2.1 Organization. The court sits in each of the 
state's three counties. There are no formal stat­
utory provisions for administrative divisions. 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Family Court has exclusive criminal ju­
risdiction in cases concerning abuse, abandonment, 
or any misdemeanor committed against a child. Any 
nonfelonious act committed by family members upon 
other family members is within the juriSdiction of 
the court. The court has exclusive original civil 
jurisdiction concerning any child who is alleged 
to be dependent, neglected, or delinquent. The 
Family Court has general juvenile jurisdiction. 
It also has jurisdiction in divorce and annulment 
petitions. 

b. The Family Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[10 Del. C. § §921, 922] 
4.4.1 Judges (12) 

a. The chief judge of the Family Court is se­
lected in the same manner as the other Family Court 
judges but is designated chief judge upon his ap­
pointment. Reference Section 4.4.l.c below. 

b. Family Court judges must be lawyers who have 
practiced law for 5 years in the state. They are 
selected on the basis of their experience with fam­
ily and child problems. 

c. Family Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor by and with the consent of the Senate. 
They serve 12-year terms. 

[10 Del. C. §906] 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. The chief judge is the executive officer of 
the Family Court, and is responsible for assignment 
of judges, preparation of court budget, and payment 
of court expenses. He also is responsible for ap­
pointing two associate judges of the Family Court 
to serve on the Judicial Council of the Family 
Court (reference Table 29: Judicial cuuncils and 
conferences). There are no provisions for presid­
ing judges for the individual courts. 
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b. The Family Court's administrator is now 
known as the Director of Court Operations. 

c. The chief judge appoints a clerk in each 
county. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerks. They su­
pervise all clerical personnel in the office. 

[10 Del. C. §§908, 909, 912; 1980 Annual Re-
~J 

4.6.1 Rule-making. The judges of the Family Court 
may promulgate rules of practice and procedure for 
the cuurt. Administrative rule-making procedures 
are the same as for the Supreme Court. Reference 
Sectioll 1.6. 

[Const., Art. IV, §13] 

4.1.2 COUI{T OF COMMON PLEAS. The court meets in 
continuous session. 

[Court of Common Pleas Criminal Rule 1t56(a») 
4.2.2 Organization. The court is held in each of 
the state's three countie~. There are no special­
ized divisions of the court. 

[10 Del. C. §1305] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Common Pleas has jurisdiction 
outside the city of Wilmington in all misdemeanors 
except drug-related offenses. The court has juris­
diction in civil matters where the amounl in con­
troversy does not exceed $5,000. It also has ju­
risdiction over possession of marijuana. 

b. The Court of Common Pleas has no appellate 
jurisd ic don. 

[10 Del. C. §§13l4, 4777; 1976 Annual Report, 
p. 125] 

4.4.2 Judges (5) 
a. The judge with seniority in service is des­

ignated chief jLdge over all the Courts of Common 
Pleas. There are no provisions for presiding 
judges for the individual counties. 

b. Court of Common Pleas judges must be lawyers 
who have practiced law for 5 years prior to ap­
pointment and must fulfill various residency re­
quirements. 

c. Court of Common Pleas judges are appointed 
by the Governor, with the consent of the Senate. 
They serve 12-year terms. 

[10 Del. C. §§1302, 1303) 
4.5.2 Admillistration 

a. The chief judge over all the Courts of Com­
mon Pleas is the administrative head of the Court 
of Common Pleas. He appoints the clerk of the 
courL and deputy clerks. There are no provisions 
for presiding judge3 for the individual counties. 

b. The 'position of Court of Common Pleas admin­
istrator is authorized by the state budget bill 
each year. The administrator is appointed by the 
chief judge and is responsible to the chief judge 
for the administration of all nonjudicial activity 
of the court. 

c. The chief judge appoints a clerk of the 
court who serves all three cuunties and a deputy 
clerk for each ;ounty. The clerk is responsible 
for the care of records and proceedings; receives 
all fees, r;nes, and costs; administers oaths and 
issues commitm"nts; issues process; and other ad­
minisLrative duties that may be assigned to him. 
In practice, the administrator position Bnd the 
rlerk of court position are identical. 

[10 Del. C. §1302, 1309; Director of Planning] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The judges of the court may 
prllllluigate general rules of practice and procedure 
for tl\l' court. Administrative rule-making proced­
ures art' tlw saml' as for the Suprl'me Cou:rt. Refer­
ence Seclion 1.6. 

[10 Del. C. §1307j 
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4.1.3 MUNICIPAL COURT OF WILMINGTON. New terms of 
court commence each month. 

[10 Del. C. §1703] 
.~.:3 Organization. The court has jurisdiction 
within the geographical boundaries of Wilmington. 
The court has a Violations Division that processes 
all moving and parking violations citations. 

[10 Del. c. s1702; 1976 Annual Report, p. 137] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The ~!unicipal Court of Wilmington conducts 
preliminary hearings for felonies and drug-related 
misdemeanors. The court has criminal jurisdiction 
within the geographical boundaries of Wilmington 
in cases involving misdemeanors, traffic violations 
and municipal ordinance violations. 

b. The Municipal Court of Wilmington has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[1976 Annual Report, p. 137] 
4.4.3 Judges (3) 

a. The chief judge is selected in the same man­
n~r as the other judges of the Municipal Court of 
Wilmington and is designated chief judge for his 
term. 

b. ~!unicipal Court judges must be lawyers who 
have practiced law for 5 years prior to appoint­
ment. 

c. Municipal Court judges are appointed by Lhe 
Governor by and with the consent of th~ Senate. 
They serve 12-year terms. 

[10 Del. C. §1702] 
4.5.3 Administration 

a. The chief judge 
officer of the court. 
pointing the clerk. 

is the chief administrative 
He is responsible for ap-

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Municipal Court of Wilmington. Reference 
Section S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk is appointed by the chief judge 
and serves at his pleasure. There are no provi­
sions for assigning administrative duties to the 
clerk. He supervises clerical personnel in the of-
fice. 

[10 Del. C. §§1702, 1721) 
4.6.3 Rule-making. The court may establish local 
rules of practice and procedure subject to the 
rule-making po\yers of the SL:preme Court. Adminis­
trative rule-making procedures are the same as in 
the Supreme Court. Reference Section 1.6. 

[Canst., Art. IV, §13) 

4.1.4 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT. At least one 
justice of the pe3ce must be available at all times 
in each county. 

[10 Del. C. §920S] 
4.2.4 Organization. Sessions of the court are held 
throughout the state. There are 16 Just ice of tilt' 
Peace Courts at present. There are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

[10 Del. C. §9204; 198U Annual Report, p. 147] 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Justice of the Peace Court has limited 
criminal jurisdiction in minor misdem .. anor cases 
and in nonfeloniolls motor vehicle cases. In the 
city of Wilmington, th .. court has no.criminal ju­
risdiction. The court has jurisdiction in civil 
cases where the amOlll1t in dispute is less than 
$1,500. The Justice of the Peace Court is not a 
court of record. 

b. The Justice of the Peace Court h3s no appel­
late jurisdiction. 

[10 Dul. C. §9301; 1976 Annual Report, p. 1471 
4.4.4 Judges (~3 justices of the peace and 1 chief 
magistrate) 

a. Four justices of the peace (one in each of 
two counties and two in the other county) are 
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designated as chief by administrative directive of 
the chief magistrate. 

b. Justices of the peace must be residents of 
the counties in which they serve and must be at 
least 21 years old. 

c. Justices of the peace are appointed by the 
Governor with the consent of the Senate. They 
serve 4-year terms. 

[Const., Art. IV, §30; 1976 Annual Report, p. 
147; 1980 Annual ReportJ 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. The Chief Magistrate is the administrative 

head of the Justice of the Peace Courts. 
b. The position of administrator is authorized 

by the state budget bill each year. 
c. A chief clerk for each Justice of the Peace 

Court is appointed by the Chief Justice. They su­
pervise all clerical personnel in the office. 
There are no provisions for assigning administra­
tive duties to the chief clerks. 

[10 Del. C. §§126, 127, 9220, 9230, 9231; 10 
Del. C. Ann. §9202; Director of PlanningJ 

4.6.4 Rule-making. The Justice of the Peace Court 
may establish local rules of practice and procedure 
subject to the rule-making powers of the Supreme 
Court. Administrative rule-making procedures are 
the same as for the Supreme Court. Reference Sec­
tion 1.6. 

[Const., Art. IV, §13J 

4.1.5 ALDERMAN'S COURT. The Alderman's Court sits 
in continuous session. 

[Manager, Planning and Research) 
4.2.5 Organization. Alderman's Courts are autho­
rized by town charters and have jurisdiction within 
the town limits. 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

a. Jurisdiction is limited to minor misdemean­
ors, traffic offenses, and parking violations. 
Some Alderman's Courts handle civil cases. Alder­
man'~ Courts are not courts of record. 

b. The Alderman's Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[1976 Annual Report, p. 173J 
4.4.5 Judges (20) 

a. The Chief Justice, by administrative direc­
tive, appoints one chief alderman and one deputy 
chief alderman. 

b. Alderman's Court judges are generally re­
quired to be at least 18 years old and must fulfill 
some residency requirement, according to qualifica­
tions locallv established. 

c. Alder~an's Court judges are selected in a 
manner prescribed by city charter. 

[Director of Planning) 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. The Chief Justice, by administrative direc­
tive, appoints a chief alderman and a deputy chief 
alderman. No formal administrative duties have 
been set by the Chief Justice for these two posi­
tions. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Alderman's Courts. Reference Section S.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. There are no statutory provisions for clerks 
in the Alderman's Courts. Towns may hire clerks if 
they desire. 

[Director of Planning) 
4.6.5 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 
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State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is the administrative head of all courts 
in the state and has general administrative and su­
pervisory powers over all the courts. Reference 
Section 1.5.a. 
5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 

a. The office is authorized by statute. 
b. Director of the Administrative Office of the 

Courts 
(1) The position of director is authorized 

by statute. 
(2) There are no formal established qualifi­

cations for the position of director. 
(3) The responsibilities of the Director in­

clude appointing appropriate Administrative Office 
of the Courts personnel, assisting the Chief Jus­
tice in administrative matters, and supervising the 
administrators of all state supported courts. The 
Director is responsible for budget preparation, 
collection of court statistics, and the presenta­
tion of the annual report on the courts. He is a 
liaison with agencies interested in court adminis­
tra' '.on and assists in preparation of legislation 
involving the courts. The Director serves as sec­
retary for the Judicial Conference (reference Table 
29: Judicial councils and conferences). 

c. Office organization. The Administrative Of­
fice of tre Courts has a staff of 15; there are 8 
professionals and 7 clerical staff members. The 
professional staff provides support services in the 
fa llowing areas: sys tems ana lys is, programming, 
and computer operations; personnel systems; and 
planning and research activities which include 
statistical compilation. 

[Const., Art. IV, §13; 10 Del. C. §128; Supreme 
Court Rules, Rule 35; 1976 Annual Report, p. 
11; 1980 Annual Report; Director of Planning) 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 FAHILY COURT 
6.2.1 Master 

a. Hasters are appointed by the chief judge of 
the Family Court. 

b. Masters hear matters before the court and 
make orders regarding such matters. All judgments 
of masters are final unless a review de novo is re­
quested. 

[10 Del. C. §913) 

6.1.2 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.2 Commissio~ers 

a. Commissioners are appointed by the Governor 
and confirmed by the Senate. 

b. Commissioners are authorized to take com­
plaints from individuals and make determinations 
of the validity of the complaints, issue warrants 
and summonses, and Lake applications for bail bond. 
In practice, commissioners exercise the same autho­
rity as magistrates, except that commissioners can­
not try cases. 

[Commissioner, Hunicipal CourtJ 

Judicial DIscipline 

7.1 COURT ON THE JUDICIARY. The Court on the Ju­
diciary consists of the Chief Justice, the associ­
ate justices of the Supreme Court, the chancellor 

.\ 

Figure 2: Delaware state·ievel administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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of the Court of Chancery, and the president judge 
of the Superior Court. 

[ConsL, Art. IV, §39] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Court on the Judiciary may be convened by order of 
the Chief Justice to investigate charges against a 
judicial officer. The charged judicial officer 
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must be served with a written statement of allega­
tions and must be given an opportunity to be heard. 
It is necessary to have a two-thirds concurrence 
of the members of the Court on the Judiciary in 
order to censure, remove, or retire a judicial of­
ficer. All proceedings are private, except for 
final orders. 

[Const., Art. IV, §37] 

,), 

FLORIDA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court sits at Tal­
lahassee, the state capital. The court holds two 
terms each year beginning in January and July. 

[Constitution, Article V, Section 3; Florida 
Statutes Annotated (hereinafter F.S.A.) 
§25.051] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court may issue (1) all writs 
necessary to the complete exercise of its juris­
diction; (2) writs of prohibition to lower tribu­
nals in causes within the jurisdiction of the court 
to review; and (3) writs of mandamus and quo war­
ranto to state officers and agencies. Also, any 
justice may issue writs of habeas corpus return­
able before the Supreme Court or any justice, a 
District Court of Appeal or any judge thereof, or 
any Circuit Court judge. 

b. The Supreme Court has jurisdiction over 
criminal and civil appeals and petitions for writs 
of certiorari from the District Court of Appeal, 
Circuit Court, County Court, agencies and commis­
sions. The court reviews constitutional questions, 
capital cases in which the death penalty was im­
posed, bond validation, and cases of public inter­
est. 

[Const., Art. V, §3; Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure (hereinafter Fla. R. App. P.), Rule 
9.030] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is chosen by a majority 

of the members of the court for a 2-year term. 
b. Supreme Court justices must be voters of the 

state, must be less than 70 years of age, and must 
have been members of the Florida Bar for 10 years. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of three or more nominees 
provided by the Judicial Nominating Commission 
(reference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions). The term by appointment 
ends in January of the year following the next 
general election that occurs at least 1 year after 
the date of appointment. After the temporary term, 
justices must stand for election on a nonpartisan 
retention ballot for a full 6-year term. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2, 8, 10, 11, l1(a)] 
1.5 Administration 

a. The Chief Justice Is the chief administra­
tive officer of the judicial system. He exercises 
administration and supervision over the entire 
court system through the State Courts Administra­
tor, chief judges, and trial court administrators, 
known as executive assistants. Reference Section 
5.1 (General administrative authority). 

The Chief Justice is the administrative of-

193 

ficer of the Supreme Court and is responsible for 
the dispatch of its business. He has the power to 
act on requests for stays during the pendency of 
proceedings, to order the consolidation of cases, 
to determine all procedural motions and petitions 
to file or extend the time for filing briefs and 
other papers provided for under the rules of the 
court, to advance or continue cases, and to rule 
on any other purely procedural matter relating to 
any proceeding or process in the court preparatory 
to a hearing or decision on the merits. The Chief 
Justice may also perform such other administrative 
duties as may be required and which are not other­
wise provided for by law or rule. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) • 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by and serves at the pleasure of the court. He 
performs such duties as the court directs. The 
clerk has custody of books, records, and the seal, 
keeps the records of court proceedings, and re­
ceives fees fDr.f~ling of appeals. The clerk also 
issues mandates. .- ..... 

[Const., Art. V, §§2(b), 3; F.S.A. §25.l9l; 
Florida Rules of Judicial Administration (here­
inafter Fla. R. Jud. Admin.), Rule 2.030] 

1.6 Rule-makin[. The Supreme Court has the author­
ity to adopt rules for practice and procedure in 
all courts. The Supreme Court has promulgated 
court rules of procedure in all areas of criminal 
and civil jurisdiction, juvenile rules, traffic 
rules, and rules of judicial administration as 
well as rules for workmen's compensation, medical 
mediation, and transition. The SupremE Court is 
charged with establishing, by rule, uniform cri­
teria for the determination of the need for addi­
tional judges, except Supreme Court justices; the 
necessity for decreasing the number of judges, and 
for increasing, decreasing, or redefining appel­
late districts and judicial circuits. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2(a), 9; Florida Rules of 
Courts 1979] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL. The District Court 
of Appeal sits in Tallahassee, Lakeland, Miami, 
West Palm Beach, and Daytona Beach. The court 
holds tIm terms each year beginning on the second 
Tuesday in January and July. 

[F.S.A. §§35.05, 35.10; State Courts Admin­
istrator] 

2.2 Organization. The state is divided into five 
districts with one court in each district. The 
court sits in panels of three, with the concurrence 
of two necessary for a decision. 

[Const., Art. V, §4; F.S.h. §35.05; State 
Courts Administrator] 

----.- ----
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Figure 1: Florida court system, 1980 
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2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court of Appeal may issue all 

writs necessary to the complete exercise of its 
j urisd ic t ion. 

b. The District Court of Appeal has jurisdic­
tion to hear appeals taken as a matter of right 
over all criminal and civil matters from the Cir­
cuit Court, agencies, and commissions except in 
matters directly appealable to the Supreme Court. 
The courts may issue any necessary writs. All ap­
peals from the deputy commissioners C .... orkmen' s com­
pensation) go to the First District Court of 
Appeal. 

The District Court of Appeal is a court of 
final appellate jurisdiction, except for a narrow 
classification of cases made reviewable by the 
Florida Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. V, §4; Chapters 79-40 and 79-312, 
Laws of Florida; State v. Hayes, App., 333 So. 
2d S1 (1976)] 

2.4 Judges (39) 
a. A chief judge for each District Court of 

Appeal is chosen by a majority of the judges of the 
court. If there is no majority, the chief judge 
is chosen by the Chief Justice. Tile chief judge 
serves a 2-year term. 

b. District Court of Appeal judges must be 
voters of the state, must be residents of the dis­
tricts they serve, must be less than 70 years of 
age, and must have been members of the Fl1rida bar 
for 10 years. 

~. District Court of Appeal judges are chosen 
in the same manner and for the same term as Su­
preme Court justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2(c), lOeb); Fla. R. App. 
P., Rule 2.2.a(2)(a); State Courts AdminisLra­
tor] 

2.S Administration 
i. The chief judge of each District Court of 

Appeal is responsible for the administrative super­
vision of the court. He may order the consoliJa­
tion of cases and assign cases to the judges for 
preparation of opinions, orders, or judgments. 

b. There is no provision lor an administrator 
for the District Court of Appeal. Reference Sec­
tion 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks are appointed by the District Courts 
of Appeal and perform duties set by the courts. 
The clerks of the District Courts of Appeal per­
form the same duties as the Supreme Court clerk. 
Reference l.S.c. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2, 4; F.S.A. §3S.21; Fla. 
R. Jud. Admin., Rule 2.040] 

2.6 Rule-making. The District courts of Appeal can 
make rules and regulations for the internal govern­
ment of the court, subject to the Supreme Court's 
power to make rules of practice and procedure. 
Reference Section 1.6. 

[F.S.A. §3S.071 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. Two terms are held in each 
county of the circuit at times pres~ribed by law. 
Special sessions may be scheduled. 

(F.S.A. §26.2l to §26.36S] 
3.2 Organization. Florida is divided into 20 judi­
cial circuits, made up of from 1 to 7 counties. 
Metropolitan centers are constituted as a singl~ 
circuit to include all counties within the metro­
politan area. Circuit Courts may be divided into 
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speci,alized divisions by local court rules ap­
proved by the Supreme Court or by law. 

[Const., Art. V, §§7, 20(10); F.S.A. §§26.0l, 
26.021; State Courts Admi1istrator] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Circuit Court has exclusive original 

juriSdiction over the following: 
(1) All actions not triable by the County 

Court. 
(2) All proceedings relating to the settle­

ment of the estates of decedents and minors, guard­
ianship, incompetency, and all other matters per­
taining to probate. 

(3) All cases relating to juveniles except 
traffic. 

(4) All criminal cases. 
(5) All cases involving the legality of any 

tax assessment or toll. 
(6) The action of ejectment. 
(7) All actions involving the title, bound­

aries, or right of possession of real property. 
b. The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdic­

tion over matters from the County Court except when 
they are directly appealable to the Supreme Court. 

[F.S.A. §26.0l2] 
3.4 Judges (302) 

a. The Circuit Court does not have a chief 
judge over all the circuits. A chief judge is 
chosen in each circuit for a 2-year term by a 
majority of the Circuit Court and County Court 
judges or, if there is no majority, by the Chief 
Justice. Chief judges may designate administra­
tive judges. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be voters of the 
state, must reside in the territorial jurisdiction 
of their courts, must be less than 70 years of age, 
and must have been members of the Florida bar for 
S years. 

c. Circuit Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Const., Art. V, §8; Fla. R. Jud. Admin., Rule 
2.050] 

3,S Administration 
a. Whereas there is no chief judge over all the 

circuits of the Circuit Court, chief judges of each 
circuit are responsible for the administrative 
supervision of all Circuit and County Courts in 
their circuits. Administrative judges, appointed 
by the chief judges, assist with administrative 
supervision. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the circuits of the Circuit Court. Trial 
court administrators, known as ~xecutive assis­
tants, have been appointed in 19 of the 20 cir­
cuits. They perform such duties as the chief judge 
may assign. These duties usually include prepara­
tion of the court's calendar; office supervision; 
and acting as liaison with local government, bar, 
news media, and the general public. They also 
commonly manage courtroom space and equipment. 

c. The Circuit Court clerks, who exist in each 
county and also serve as county clerk in the 
capac i ties 0 f county recorder, finance of ficer, 
treasurer, auditor, comptroller, and ex officio 
member of the County Commission (the county gov­
erning body), are elected on a countywide partisan 
ballot to 4-year terms. Circuit Court clerks are 
usually responsible for case scheduling and con­
trol. Administration of staff services may be the 
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responsibility of the chief judge, the clerk, or 
the executive assistant, depending on the extent 
to which the chief judges delegate the responsi­
bility. Records management and personnel are the 
responsibilities of court clerks. Clerks are not 
responsible for the Circuit Court's budget, but 
only those budgetary matters pertaining to the op­
eration of their individual offices. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2, 16; Const., Art. VIII, 
§l; F.S.A. §28; Fla. R. Jud. Admin., Rule 
2.050; Berkson and Hays, "Injecting Court Ad­
ministration into an Old System: A Case of 
Conflict in Florida," The Justice System 
Journal (hereinafter cited as Berkson and 
Hays), pp. 60, 68, 69; State Courts Adminis­
trator) 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 COUNTY COURT. The County Court sits in contin­
uous session. 

[F.S.A. §34.131) 
4.2 Organization. There is one County Court in 
each county. County Courts may sit in divisions 
as may be established by law, or by local rule ap­
proved by the Supreme Court. The County Courts are 
currently divided into Criminal, Civil, and Traf­
fic Divisions. 

[Const., Art. V, §§6, 7, 20; F.S.A. §43.30; 
State Courts Administrator) 

4.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The County Court has original jurisdic­

tion in all misdemeanor cases not triable by the 
Circuit Court, and in all violations of municipal 
and county ordinances. It also has original ju­
risdiction in all matters at law in which the mat­
ter in controversy does not exceed $5,000, exclu­
sive of interests, costs, and attorneys' fees, ex­
cept th0se within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the Circuit r.ourt. The County Court has concur­
rent jurl~diction with the Circuit Court in land­
lord and tenant cases involving claims that are 
within $5,000. The court has exclusive jurisdic­
tion over proceedings related to right of posses­
sion of real property and to the forcible or un­
lawful detention of lands and tenements. 

b. The County Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[F.S.A. §§34.0l, 34.011; State Courts Adminis­
trator) 

4.4 Judges (198) 
a. The County Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. County Court judges must meet the same qual­

ifications as Circuit Court judges with thE excep­
tion of the 5-year bar membership specification. 
In counties having a population over 110,000, judges 
must currently be members of the Florida Bar. In 
counties having less than 40,000 population, how­
ever, judges are not required to be members of the 
Florida Bar. Reference Section 3.4.a. 

c. County Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms in nonpartisan elections by the voters within 
the territorial jurisdiction of their respective 
courts. 

[Const., Art. V, §8, 10) 
4.5 Administration 

a. Whereas there are no provisions for pre­
siding judges for the County Court, Circuit Court 
chief judges are responsible for the administrative 
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supervision of the County Courts in their circuits. 
Reference Section 3.5.a. 

b. The executive assistants of the Circuit 
Court carry out administrative duties for the 
County Courts within their respective circuits. 
Reference Section 3.5.b. 

c. A County Court may have a clerk if autho­
rized by general or special law. The clerk of the 
Circuit Court is the clerk of the County Court un­
less otherwise provided by law. Reference Section 
3.5.c. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2.2(d), 16; F.S.A. §34.03l; 
Fla. R. Jud. Admin., Rule 2.0250) 

4.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court is vested with the authority to make policy 
as it pertains to the adminjstration of Florida's 
court system. The Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court is the chief judicial officer of the judicial 
system. The Chief Justice assigns justices or 
judges to temporary duty in any court for which the 
judge is qualified. He supervises the court sys­
tem's financial affairs, program of continuing ed­
ucation, and planning and operations research. He 
also serves as the chief representative of the 
judiciary in contact with the other branches of 
government. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. V, §2) 
5.2 Office of the State Courts Administrator 

a. The Office of the State Courts Administrator 
is authorized by Rule 2.030(e), Florida Rules of 
Judicial Administration. 

b. State Courts Administrator 
(1) The position was created by Supreme 

Court rule in July 1972, to "assist the Chief 
Justice in his capacity as the chief administrative 
officer of the state judicial system." 

(2) The State Courts Administrator is ap­
pointed by the Surreme Court. He is informally 
required to have a law degree. He must also be a 
member of the Florida Bar and must possess a back­
ground in public administration. 

(3) The State Courts Administrator performs 
the following duties: 

(a) Employs personnel as necessary. 
(b) Represents the state courts system 

before the legislature and other bodies. 
(c) Supervises the preparation and 

submission of a tentative budget for the state 
courts system to the Supreme Court for its ap­
proval. 

(d) Testifies before the legislature 
in support of the final budget request. 

(e) Assists in the preparation of edu­
cational and training materials. 

(f) Coordinates and assists in con­
ducting educational and training sessions for Court 
personnel. 

(g) Assists all courts in developing 
and improving the courts. 

(h) Submits recommendations for im­
proving the system to the Supreme Court. 

(i) Collects and compiles uniform fi­
nancial and other statistical data or information 
on the cost, workloads, and business of the state 
courts system, and publishes an annual report. 

c. Office organization. The Offic~ of the 
State Courts Administrator consists of 18 people: 

Figure 2: Florida state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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13 professionals (including the State Courts Admin­
istrator) and 5 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional staff provides support services in the fol­
lowing areas: accounting, budgeting, and pur­
chasing; education, training, and publications; 
personnel systems; and planning and research ac­
tivities including statistical compilation, judi­
cial planning, research, evaluation, and statisti­
cal analysis. 

[Fla. R. Jud. Admin., Rule 2.030; General Ap­
propriations, 1979-81, p. 220; State Courts 
Administrators, p. 34J 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.0 There are no provisions for quasi-judicial of­
ficers in Florida. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Qualifications Commission. The com­
mission consists of the following 13 members: two 
District Court of Appeal judges selected by the 
District Court of Appeal, two Circuit Court judges 
selected by the Circuit Court, two County Court 
judges selected by the County Court, two members 
of the Florida Bar chosen by its Board of Gover­
nors, 8.nd five nonlawyers appointed by the Gover­
nor. 
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[Const., Art. V, §12; F.S.A. §43.20J 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
commission receives all complaints involving the 
discipline and removal of judges. Before the com­
mission determines that there is sufficient cause 
to warrant formal proceedings, it may make prelim­
inary investigations. It has the right to require 
a judge to meet with it on an informal basis in 
reference to matters that relate to the discharge 
of judicial duties. If a preliminary investiga­
tion indicates the necessity for formal pro­
ceedings, the commission designates counsel to 
prosecute the charges and represent the commission. 
The judge in question is notified of the charges 
and a hearing is set. Legal evidence only is re­
ceived and the judge is entitled to all procedural 
rights. The commission keeps a record of all pro­
ceedings. At the conclusion of the proceedings, 
the commission prepares a transcript of the evi­
dence and makes written findings of fact and con­
clusions of law when recommending to the Supreme 
Court the discipline, retirement, or removal of a 
judge. Upon recommendation of two-thirds of the 
members of the commission, the Supreme Court may 
order that the judge or justice be disciplj~ed by 
reprimand, be removed from office, or be involun­
tarily retired. 

[Const., Art. V, §12; Florida Judicial Quali­
fications Commission Rules, Rules 6 to 22J 

,l. 

GEORGIA 

Court of Last R~sort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. Th~ Supreme Court of G~orgia 
sits in Atlanta for three t~rms per calendar year 
beginning on the first Monday of January, April, 
and Septemb~r. Oral arguments may be heard outside 
th~ capital. 

[Georgia Code Annotated (hereinafter Ga. Code 
Ann.) S~ctions 24-3604, 24-3801] 

1.2 Or~jzation. The Chief Justice is empow~red 
to create two divisions of the Supreme Court, and 
to designate which judges will sit in each divi­
sion. The Chief Justice himself presides over the 
First Division and designat~s who will pr~side over 
th~ Second Division. Supreme Court Rule 38 stat~s, 
how~v~r, that for the purpose of hearing an argu­
m~nt, the court will sit as a whole. 

[Ga. Cod~ Ann. §§24-4011, 24-4538] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 
--a. The Supreme Court has no original juris­
diction. 

b. The appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court encompasses the trial and correction of 
errors of law in all questions involving construc­
tion of the constitutions of th~ United States or 
of G~orgia, and tr~aties between the United States 
and foreign governoents; qu~stions involving title 
to land; ~quity cas~s; validity of and construction 
of wills; habeas corpus; extraordinary remedies; 
divorce and alimony; all capital felony cas~s; and 
all cases c~rtifi~d to it by th~ Court of Appeals 
for review and d~cision. The court also has juris­
diction in cas~s involving stat~ revenue, contested 
elections, and the validity of legislative enact­
ments of municipalities. This jurisdiction was 
originally vested in the court by Ga. Code Ann. 
§24-3903. The court, however, has struck down that 
section as unconstitutional on the basis that the 
General Assembly cannot prescribe cases to th~ 
Supreme Court. The same jurisdiction has since 
beE'n vested in the SupremE' Court by its own rule. 
The court can receive and answer certi ficates as 
to state law from the federal appellate courts. 

[Constitution 2-3104 (Articl~ VI, Section II) 
Paragraph IV; Ga. Code Ann. §24-3901; Supreme 
Court Rule 36; Vol. 236 Southeast Reporters 
2nd, p. 759; Fifth Annual Report p. 35J 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice and the presiding justice 

wh() acts in the piacl' ot the Chief Justice when he 
is either absent or disqualified, are elected by 
the justices. The Chief Justice remains in this 
role for the remainder of his term as justice. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 
years old, must have been state citizens for at 
least 3 years, and must have practiced law for at 
least 7 ye>ars. 

c. Supreme Court justices stand for popular 
election at the sam~ time and in the same manner 
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as members of the General Assembly. They are 
elect~d for 6-year terms. When a vacancy occurs, 
the Governor appoints a person to hold office until 
a successor is elected and qualified at the next 
regular election. 

[Const. 2-3101 (Art. VI, §II) , I; Const. 
2-3103 (Art. VI, §II) , III; Const. 2-4201 
~Art. VI, §VIII) , IJ 

1.5 Administration 
a. There are no formal prOVISIons concerning 

the administrative authority of the Supreme Court 
or the Chief Justice over the state judicial sys­
tem. In regard to the Supreme Court, the Chief 
Justice has no specific administrative duties other 
than designating two divisions of the court, as 
noted in Section 1.2. 

b. Reference Section S.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk, occupying a statutorily author­
ized oosition, is appointed by the court for a 6-
year term. There are no formal provisions for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerk. He 
has responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§24-4011, 24-4101, 24-4103] 
1.6 Rule-making. While the Supreme Court has the 
power to prescribe, modify, and repeal rules of 
procedure, pleading, and practice in all kinds of 
criminal and civil cases, ultimate rule-making 
authority rests with the Georgia General Assembly. 
Supreme Court prescription, modification, repeal, 
or amendment of rules does not take effect until 
ratification and confirmation by the Assembly. The 
court may establish, amend, and alter its own rules 
of practice without legislative concurrence. The 
Supreme Court may also prescribe administrative 
rules for its own operations. The court may, by 
rule of the court, provide for retention schedules 
for court records. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§24-3901, 24-4016, 40-803c, 
81-1501, 81-1503] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The Court of Appeals sits 
in Atlanta for three terms per calendar year begin­
ning 0n the> first Monday of January, April, and 
September. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-3801j 
2.2 Organization. The Court of Appeals has state­
wide jurisdiction. The court sits in three panels 
l)f threE' judgps each. The chief judge presides 
over the first panel and designates who will serve 
in and presid.> ov(>r each of the other two panels. 
The court sits as a whole to hear cases in which 
thE're was a dissenting vote in one of th~ panels, 
or wlH'n a majori ty of all members determines that 
a case should be heard by the court sitting as a 
whnlr>. 

[Gn. Code Ann. §§24-3501(1971), 24-4011J 
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Figure 1: Georgia court system, 1980 
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COUlITY COURT (3) 
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- Civil matters 
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f 
MAGISTRATE COURT (4) 
5 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters under 

$1,000 ($2,000 in 
Rockdale artd Clarke 
Counties). 

- Preliminary hearings, 
misdemeanor guilty 
pleas, issue 
wa rrants. 
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STATF. COURT (60) 
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f 
SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
(97) 
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Jurisdi ct ion: 
(va ries) 
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from $400 to 
$5, 000. 
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hearIngs, 
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PROBATE COURT (159) 
159 judges 
Jurisdict ion: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in probate of wills, 

administration of estates, appointment of 
guardians, issuance of lunacy commiSSions, 
and issuance of marriage licenses. 

RECORDER'S COURT, MAYOR'S COURT, 
CRUlINAL COURT, HUNICIPAL COURT, CITY 
COUNCIL COURT, POLICE COURT (383) 
Jurisdict ion: 
- Ordinance Violations, preliminary hearings. 
- Traffic matters. 

- t'lsh and game 1a .... s In some counties. 
No jury trials. 

- Traffic in some counties. 
- Truancy In some counties. 
No jury <rials. 

---------------~ 

t Indicates route of appeal, 
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2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Court of Appeals has no original juris­

diction. 
b. The Court of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­

tion over cases heard in the Superior Courts, cer­
tain State and City Courts, and Juvenile Courts 
when exclusive appellate jurisdiction has not been 
vested in the Supreme Court. 

[Const. 2-3108 (Art. VI, §II) ~'s VIII, IX; Ga. 
Code Ann. §§2-3708 (1948), 6-701 (1964), 
24-2l07a] 

2.4 Judges (9) 
a. The chief judge, who is also the presiding 

judge, is selected by his fellow judges and serves 
at their pleasure. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must be at least 30 
years old, must have been citizens of the state for 
at least 3 years, and must have practiced law for 
at least 7 years. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are elected to 6-
year terms at general elections. 

[Const. 2-3103 (Art. VI, §II) ~ Ill; Const. 
2-3108 (Art. VI, §II) , VIII; Const. 2-4201 
(Art. VI, §XIII) , I; Ga. Code Ann. §§24-3S0l, 
24-3S02] 

2.5 Administration 
a. The chief judge divides the court into three 

panels, presides over the first, designates who 
will sit in and preside over the other two, and 
distributes cases so as to equalize the workload 
among the divisions. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section S.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk, occupying a constitutionally 
authorized position, is appointed by the court for 
a 6-year term. He has responsibilities as deter­
mined by the court. 

[Const. 2-3108 (Art. VI, §II) , VIII; Ga. Code 
Ann. §24-3S0l; Outline of Basic Appellate Court 
Structure in the U.S., p. 42] 

2.6 Rule-Making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIV,{ COURT. The Superior Court mus t sit 
in each county not less than twice in each year at 
times set by law. 

[Const. 2-3308 (Art. VI, §IV) , VIII; Ga. Code 
Ann. §24-260l] 

3.2 Organization. There are 42 circuits, compris­
ing 1 to 8 counties each. A Superior Court sits 
at least twice a year in each county seat (a total 
of lS9 locations) and has countywide jurisdiction. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[Const. 2-3201 (Art. VI, §IIr) , I; Ga. Code 
Ann. §24-260l] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court has exclusive original 

jurisdiction in criminal cases where the offender 
is subjected to loss of life or confinement in the 
penitentiary, except in the case of juvenile offen­
ders as provided by law; in cases of divorce: in 
cases involving title to land; and in equity cases. 

b. The Superior Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion in certain civil cases tried in the County 
Court, or where j~dgment is confessed, and to re­
view judgments of the Probate Court and the 
Justice of the Peace Court. 

[Const. 2-3301 (Art. VI, §IV) , I; Ga. Code 
Ann. §24-261S] 

20;1. 

3.4 Judges (110). The ~eorgia constitution pro­
vides for a judge of the Superior Court in each of 
the state's 42 judicial circuits. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the circuits of the Superior Court. Local laws 
may provide for chief judges for individual courts; 
provisions vary by court. 

b. Superior Court judges must be at least 30 
years old, must have been state citizens for at 
least 3 years, and must have practiced law fat at 
least 7 years. 

c. Superior Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by tte voters of their respective judicial 
circuits. Fulton County Superior Court judges, 
however, serve 8-year terms. 

[Const. 2-3201 (Art. VI, §IIl) ~ I; Const. 
2-3202 (Art. VI, §III) ~ II; Const. 2-4201 
(Art. VI, §XIII) \ I; Ga. Code Ann. §§24-260l, 
24-2602, 24-2603; Assistant Director for Courts 
Coordination and Research] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the circuits of the Superior Court, 
local laws may provide for chief judges for the 
individual circuits. Powers and duties of chief 
judges vary from court to court. The District 
Council, composed 0f all Superior Court judges 
within each districl', elects an "administrative 
judge" for a term of 2 years. The 10 administra­
tive judges have the authority to assign consenting 
Superior Court judges within th~ir respective dis­
tricts to sit on any type of case or handle other 
administrative or judicial matters in the district, 
and to r~quest, collect, and r~ceiv~ information 
from the courts of record within the district. 

b. There is no provision f~r an administrator 
over all the circuits of the Superior Court. While 
there are no statutory provisions for court admin­
istrators for the circuits, some trial court admin­
istrator positions have been created by local court 
rule. The administrative judge of each district 
may hire an administrative assistant, who acts as 
a district court administrator and is responsible 
for assisting the administrative judge in his 
duties, which include supervising all courts of 
record in the judicial district. 

c. Clerks, occupying statutorily authorized 
positions, are elected to 4-year terms. There are 
no for~al provisions for assigning administrative 
duti •• to the clerks. They have responsibilities 
as determined by their respective courts. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§24-33A, 24-2701, 24-330Sa: 
Assistant Director for Courts Coordination and 
ResearchJ 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 PROBATE COURT (forml'rly COLIRT OF ORDINARY) 
The Probate Court holds t"rms on a monthly basis. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-2l01] 
4.2.1 Organization. There are 159 Probate Courts 
statewide (1 per county). There are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

[Const. 2-3501 (Art. VI, §Vr) ~ 1J 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Probate Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction over the probate of wills, adminis­
tration of estates, and appointment of guardians; 
the court also has. the. authority to issue marriage 
licenses and permits t,\ carry pistols or revolvers. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~'~~~------------------'.-----~'~'---------------------------------------------------------



The Probate Court has criminal jurisdiction over 
misdemeap.or violations of the Georgia State Highway 
Patrol Act of 1~J7 if there is no County or State 
Court located in the county. The court has juris­
diction in all cases arising under the compulsory 
school attendance law in all counties without a 
Staee Court, provided a jury trial is waived. In 
counties without State or County Courts, the Pro­
bate Court also tries violations of fish and game 
laws. I t may h.!a r habeas corpus ac t ions excep t in 
felony cases or where a prisoner is being held for 
extradltion. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tlon. 

[Const. '::-550:: (Art. VI, §VI) ~ II; Ga. Code 
Ann. ~~Z4-1HU4, 24-1901, 26-~Y04, 45-547, 
jO-103, 9 ::A-5(H, ':i ::A-5lJ2) 

4.4.1 Judges (15~). Each of the state's 159 
counties has one Probate Court with one probate 
Judge. 

a. The Probate Court does not have presiding 
Judges. 

b. In counties with less than 100,000 popula­
tion, Probate Court judges must be at least 21 
years old, must be state citi~ens, and must be 
qualified voters. In ~cunties with more than 
10U,000 population, Probate Court judges must be 
at least 30 years old and must have either prac­
ticed law for at least 3 years or acted as clerk 
of the Probate court for 5 years. 

c. ~robate Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms on a partisan ballot in county elections and 
serve until thelr succeo~')rs are elected and quali­
fied. 

[Con:>t. L-1501 tArt. VI, §Vl) ~ I; Const. 
2-35U3 tArt. VI, §ilI) , IU; Ga. Code Ann. 
9SL4-1711, 24-171i.l, 24-1702, 24-1713J 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Probate Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

tor the Probate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Probate judges are clerks of their own 
courts but they may hire clerks who serve at their 
pleasure. There are no formal provisions for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerks. 
They have responsibilities as determined by their 
respective courts. 

[Ga. Code Ann. 924-1801] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. The 
Probate Court may adopt rules not inconsistent with 
the constitution and laws of th, United States and 
tha constitution dnd laws of Georgia. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-106J 

4.1.2 JUVENILE COURT. The Juvenile Court sits in 
continuous seSSlon. 

[Director of the Administrative Office of the 
CourlsJ 

4.2.2 Organization. Statutes provide for the 
establishment of a Juvenile Court in all counties 
having a population of more than 50,000 (approxi­
mately 18 of the 159 counties). Less populated 
counties may also have a Juvenile Court created 
upon the recomm~ndation of two successive grand 
juries. A Juvenile court has been established in 
approximately 55 of the state's 159 counties. In 
the remaining couDties, a judge of the Superior 
Court sits as the juvenile judge. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[Ga. Code Ann. 124-201; Fifth Annual Report, 
p. 73j 
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4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Juvenile Court has jurisdiction over 

cases involving dependent, neglected, and delin­
quent juveniles, including appointment of guard­
ians. It can also conduct bail and detention 
hearings, issue arrest warrants, and act as a 
court of inquiry. The court has concurrent juris­
diction with the Superior Court over a child who 
is alleged to have committed a delinquent act that 
would be considered a crime if tried in the 
Superior Court and for which the child may be pun­
ished by a sentence of death or life imprisonment. 
The court can conduct bail hearing, issue arrest 
warrants, and act as a court of inquiry. 

b. The Juvenile Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§24A-30l, 24A-302, 24A-1402 to 
24A-l404, 24A-3901) 

4.4.2 Judges (48 juvenile judges; 5 State Court 
judges and 100 Superior Court judges serve in 
counties with no independent Juvenile Court) 

a. In practice, the judge who is senior in 
service serves as the chief judge in a multi-judge 
Juvenile Court. 

b. Juvenile Court judges must be at least 30 
years old, must have been state citizens for at 
least 3 years, and must have practiced law for at 
least 3 years. Judges are prohibited from directly 
or indirectly practicing law in or being a partner 
in a law firm that practices law in a Juvenile 
Court. 

c. Juvenile Court judges are appointed for 6-
year terms by the Superior Court judges of the 
counties. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24A-201; Courts of Limited 
Jurisdiction, p. 77; Assistant Director for 
Courts Coordination and Research; Director of 
the Administrative Office) 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. The administrative duties of chief judges 

vary according to county. 
b. While there are no statutory provisions for 

judicial administrators for the separate Juvenile 
Courts, five Juvenile Courts have created sm." 
positions by local court rule. Their administra­
tive duties vary according to county. 

c. Clerks are appointed by the Juvenile Court 
judges. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerks. They have 
responsibilities as determined by their respective 
courts. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24A-603; Assistant Director for 
Courts Coordination and Research; Director of 
the Administrative OfficeJ 

4.6.2 Rule-making. Rule~ of practice and procedure 
for the Juvenile Court ar~ promulgated by the 
Council of Juvenile Court ,Judges (reference Table 
26: Judicial councils and .'onferences). 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24A-50l) 

4.1.3 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COU,'T. The Justice of 
the Peace Court holds terms on ; monthly basis. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-90l) 
4.2.3 Organization. Unless otherwise changed by 
law, there is one elected justice 0E the peace in 
each of the militia districts. In a1dition, a 
notary public, who serves as ex officio justice of 
the peace, may be appointed in each mi'itia dis­
trict. The General Assembly may abolisi, Justice 
of the Peace Courts in any city in which the popu­
lation exceeds 20,000. There are no spec111ized 
divisions of the court. 

,), 

[Const. 2-3601 (Art. VI, §VIII) , I; Director 
of the Administrative Office) 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. Justices of the peace have criminal juris­

diction to issue warrants, hold commitment hear­
ings, and act as conservators of the peace. Jus­
tices of the peace have jurisdiction in all civil 
cases arising out of contract and in cases of 
injury or damage to and conversion of personal 
property, when the principal sum does not exceed 
$200. Local amendments to the constitution have 
raised that amount in 18 counties to between $500 
and $2,000. 

b. The Justice of the Peace Court has an inter­
nal appeal mechanism as an alternative to an appeal 
to the Superior Court. This appeal may be made to 
a jury composed of the justice of the peace and 
five other jurors. 

[Const. 2-3602 (Art. VI, §VII) , II; Ga. Code 
Ann. §§6-401, 24-1501] 

4.4.3 Judges (1531 justices of the peace) 
a. The Justice of the Peace Court does not have 

presiding judges. 
b. Justices of the peace must have been county 

residents for at least 2 years and must have been 
district residents for at least 3 months immediate­
ly preceding their election. 

c. Justices of the peace are elected to 4-year 
terms in militia districts of their respective 
counties. Ex officio justices are appointed by 
Superior Court judges and commissioned by the Gov­
ernor. 

[Const. 2-3601 (Art. VI, §VII) , I; Const. 
2-3601 (Art. VI §VIII) , I; Ga. Code Ann. 
§§24-401, 24-402; Director of the Administra­
t ive Office] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Justice of the Peace Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Just ice of the Peace Court. Reference Sec­
tion 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Justice of the Peace Court. 
4.6.3 Rule-making.· Reference Section 1.6. The 
Justice of the Peace Court may adopt rules not 
inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the 
United States and the constitution and laws of 
Georgia. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-l06] 

4.1.4 STATE COURT (formerly the CONSTITUTIONAL CITY 
COURT). The State Court holds terms according to 
amendments to the act of the General Assembly. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-2103a) 
4.2.4 Organization. The State Court has countywide 
jurlsdiction, concurrent with the Superior Court. 
State Courts are authorized in counties with a 
population of 10,000 or more and must be estab­
lished individually. Local statutes may provide 
for divisions. Since 1970, certain Criminal and 
Civil Courts have been consolidated and brought 
within the state court syst.em by local legislation. 

[Georgia Public Laws (hereinafter Georgia 
Laws) 1970, 1287; Director of the Administra­
tive Office; Assistant Director tur Courts 
Coordination and Research] 

4.3.4 Jurisdiction 
a. TI;, State Court has criminal jurisdiction 

over all misdemeanor cases. The court has juris­
diction to try and dispose all civil cases not 
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within the exclusive juriSdiction of the Superior 
Court except when the original act that created the 
court limited the jurisdiction of the court to in­
jury to person and reputation. 

b. The State Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§24-2l01a, 24-2106a; Director 
of the Administrative Office) 

4.4.4 Judges (77) 
a. While there are no general statutory pro­

visions for prebiding judges, local statutes or 
court rule may provide for one, as in Fulton 
county, where judges of the State Court elect a 
chief judge. 

b. State Court judges must be members of the 
state bar and must have practiced law for at least 
3 years. 

c. State Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the citizens in their respective counties. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §24-2llla; Georgia Laws 1970, 
1287; Georgia Laws 1976, 3023; Reincke, Mary, 
Ed. The American Bench: Jud es of the Nation 
(hereinafter The American Bench), p. 444 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. The responsibilities and powers of the chief 

judge over all the state courts are stated in 
Georgia Laws 1976, 3023 and 3026. If a chief judge 
is specified for a particular State Court, the lo­
cal legislation creating the court must be inves­
tigated to determine if specific duties and powers 
are assigned to the chief judge. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the State Court. Reference Section S.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Local legislation for these courts specifies 
that there be either a clerk of court or that the 
Superior Court clerk will serve as the clerk of the 
State Court. 

[Director of the Administratiave Office of the 
Courts) 

4.6.4 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.5 SMALL CLAIMS COURT. The Small Claims Court 
holds terms according to the act of the General 
Assembly creating the specific court and 
amendments to the act. Few courts have set terms. 

[Director of the Administrative Office) 
4.2.5 Organization. Small Claims Courts are 
created by local acts of the General Assembly. 
Fourteen such courts were created by the 1979 leg­
islature. Specific information on each court is 
determined by the local acts. 

[Director of the Administrative OfficeJ 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

a. The'various courts of the Small Claims Court 
have civil jurisdiction that ranges from $400 to 
$5,000. Host of these courts have a maximum juris­
dictional amount between $1,000 and $1,500. Of the 
97 courts, 63 have jurisdictions limited to cases 
out of contract. In all but four of the courts, 
the judges have the full powers of justices of the 
peace. 

b. The Small Claims Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.4) Judges (97) 

B. The Small Claims Court does not have presid­
ing judges. 

b. Small Claims Court judges must generally be 
county resid~nts, must be 21 years of age, and must 
be of good moral character. Judges in only a few 
of the courts are required to be attorneys. 
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c. Eleven Small Claims Court judges are 
elected. Depending on the specific act creating 
the court, the remaining judgeships are filled by 
appointment by the Governor, the county grand jury, 
the senior Superior Court judge, or the county 
commissioners. In six counties, Probate or State 
Court judges serve the Small Claims Court. The 
term of office varies from 1 to 4 years, but is 
generally 4 years. 

[Georgia Courts Journal, June 1979, p. 14; 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Research 
on Small Claims Courts, 1979] 

4.5.5 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Small Claims Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Small Claims Court. 
c. Local legislation provides that a judge may 

act as his own clerk or may, at his discretion, ap­
point a clerk to be compensated by fees. The clerk 
has responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.6.5 Rule-making. Some acts creating courts 
specify procedures, form, etc. Other acts give the 
judges the authority to change and make rules. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 

4.1.6 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court holds 
terms on a monthly basis. 

[Director of the Administrative Office1 
4.2.6 Organization. A countywide Municipal Court 
exists in Columbus and Savannah. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 
4.3.6 Jurisdiction 

a. The Mun iei pal Court 0 f Co lumbus and the 
Municipal Court of Savannah have limited criminal 
jurisdiction in misdemeanor offenses. These courts 
(which have countywide jurisdiction) are different 
from other Nunicipal Courts that have criminal 
jurisdiction over ordinance and traffic violations 
only and are established for incorporated munici­
palities. The civil jurisdiction of the Nunicipal 
Court of Columbus extends to claims not exceeding 
$5,000. The Municipal Court at Savannah hears 
claims not exceeding $1,500. 

b. The Nunicipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.4.6 Judges (2) 

a. The Municipal Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Municipal Court judges must be 25 years of 
age, residents of their respective counties, and 
must have practiced law for 5 years prior to elec­
tion or ~ppointment. 

c. Nunlcipal Court judges are elected or ap­
pointed according to the local charter to 4-year 
terms by the voters of the counties. 

[The American Bench, p. 491; Director of the 
Administrative Office] 

4.5.6 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Municipal Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Municipal Court. 
c. Local legislation provides for a clerk in 

Savannah, who is appointed by the Board of Commis­
sioners upon recommendation of the judge. In 
Columbus, the clerk is elected to a 4-year term by 
the voters of the city. The clerks have responsi­
bilities as determined by the court. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
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4.6.6 Rule-making. Rule-making authority is the 
same as that for the Superior Court (which follows 
that of the Supreme Court.) Reference Section 1.6. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 

4.1.7 MAGISTRATE COURT. The term of the Nagistrate 
Court varies. Terms may be held on a monthly or 
semi-monthly basis. 

[Georgia Laws 1977, 4450 at 4459; Georgia Laws 
1978, 3907 at 3913] 

4.2.7 Organization. A Nagistrate Court has been 
established in four counties. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 
4.3.7 Jurisdiction 

a. The Magistrate Court has criminal jurisdic­
tion over minor criminal cases. The court has the 
same criminal jurisdiction as a justice of the 
peace, which includes issuing warrants and conduct­
ing committal hearings. In Clarke County, the 
court hears traffic violations. They also hear 
county ordinance cases. Civil jurisdiction is lim­
ited to cases involving a dollar amount of $1,000 
or less except in Clarke and Rockdale Counties, 
where the courts have civil jurisdiction over 
claims of $2,000 or less. 

b. The Magistrate Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[The American Bench, p. 491; Director of the 
Administrative Office] 

4.4.7 Judges (5 magistrates) 
a. The Magistrate Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. Qualifications for Magistrate Court judges 

vary. In Baldwin County, the Small Claims Court 
judge serves as the judge of the Nagistrate Court. 
In Rockdale County, magistrates must be 25 years 
of age, must be taxpayers, must be members of the 
bar, must have been residents of the county for 2 
years, and must have been in the practice of law 
in the state for 3 years. In Clarke County, magis­
trates must be 27 years of age, must have been 
residents of the county for 2 years, and must have 
been in the practice of law for 3 years. 

c. Magistrates in Rockdale County are appointed 
for 2-year terms by the Board of Commissioners. 
In Baldwin and Glynn counties, they are appointed 
for 4-year terms by the Governor. In Clarke 
County, they are elected to 4-year terms by the 
voters of the county. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.5.7 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Nagistrate Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Nagistrate Court. 

c. Local legislation creating the court pro­
vides for a clerk, who is generally appointed by 
the judges or the county Board of Commissioners. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.6.7 Rule-making. The Magistrate Court judge 
makes rules for his court in Rockdale County. The 
judge of the Nagistrate Court in Clarke County does 
not have rule-making authority. The legislation 
creating the Magistrate Courts in Glynn and Baldwin 
Counties does not specify a rule-making authority. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 

4.1.8 COUNTY COURT. The County Court holds terms 
on a monthly basis. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.2.8 Organization. Single-judge County Courts 
have been established by local act in Baldwin, 

Echols, and Putnam Counties. There are no special­
ized divisions of the court. 

[The American Bench, p. 490]. 
4.3.8 Jurisdiction 

a. The County Court has criminal jurisdiction 
only in misdemeanor cases. The court has civil 
jurisdiction concurrent with the Superior Court 
except in cases that are within the exclusive ju­
risdiction of the Superior Court. In civil cases, 
there is a limited jurisdictional amount that 
varies for each court. Echols has the highest 
jurisdictional amount, which is $500. 

b. The County Court ha~ no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[The American Bench, p. 490; Director of the 
Administrative Office] 

~.4.8 Judges (2; one probate judge serves) 
a. The County Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. In Echols County, the Probate Court judge 

serves as judge of the County Court. In Baldwin 
and putnam Counties, County Court judges must be 
25 years of age, and they must have been residents 
of their respective counties for 2 vearH prior to 
election or appointment. . 

c. In Echols County, the Probate Court judge 
serves also as the County Court judge. In Baldwin 
and Putnam Counties, the County Court judges are 
appointed for 4-year terms by the GOVernor. 

[Director of the Administrative OfficeJ 
4.5.8 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the County Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the County Court. 

c. Local legislation states that in Echols 
County the probate judge serves as ex officio clerk 
of the Countv Court. In Putnam ,1nd Baldwin Count­
ies, the jud~es have the responsibility for keeping 
dockets and records. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.6.8 Rule-making. In Echols, Baldwin, and Putnam 
Counties, rule-making is the same a~ that for the 
Superior Court (which follows that of the Supreme 
Court). Reference Secti,)n 1.6. 

[Georgia Laws 1953, 3195J 

4.1.9 CIVIL COURT. The Civil Court holds terms on 
a monthly basis. 

[DirecLor of the Administrative Office) 
4.2.9 Organization. Two Civil Cuurts currently 
exist: the Civil Court of Bibb County and the 
Civil Court of Richmond County. Tht'r~' are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[Georgia Laws 1955, 2552; Georgia Laws 1971, 
27451 

4.3.9 Jurisdiction 
a. The criminal jurisdict ion of a just ice of 

the peace is vested in both courts, enabling a 
judge to issue criminal warrants and serve as a 
committal court for misdemeanor and felony offen­
ses. The civil Court of Bibb County has jurisdic­
tion in civil cases not exceeding $3,000 and is ex­
pressly provided authority to try suits against 
non-residents when service is perfected on the sec­
retary of state. In Richmond County, the civil 
Court has jurisdiction in cases not exceeding 
$10,000. 

b. The Civil Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §68-8; Georgia Laws 1971, 2745; 
Georgia Laws 1979, 3062] 
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4.4.9 Judges (3) 
a. The chief judge of the Civil Court of 

Richmond is elected to a 4-year term. 
b. Civil Court judges must be qualified voters 

of their respective counties. They must also have 
a minimum of 5 years of experience in the practice 
of law immediately preceding the election. In Bibb 
County, judges must be at least 25 years of age. 

c. Civil Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the voters of their respective counties. 

[Director of the Administrative Office] 
4.5.9 Administration 

a. The chief judge may appoint a clerk, 
sheriff, chief deputy sheriff, court reporter, and 
secretaries. He determines the compensation of 
these officers within limitations set by statute. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Civil Court. 

c. Local legislation provides for a clerk of 
court. The clerks have responsibilities as deter­
mined by the court. 

[Director of the Administrative Office) 
4.6.9 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.10 RECORDER'S COURT, HAYOR'S COURT, CITY 
COUNCIL COURT, CRIMINAL COURT, POLICE COURT, 
NUNICIPAL COURT (except Savannah and Columbus) 

There are 383 of these courts which are 
created :n the city charters and mav have moved 
from active to inactive status and back several 
times during the history of the city. Generally 
there are 10 set terms in these courts. 

Geographical jurisdiction extends only over 
the municipality. They have original juriEdiction 
over municipal ordinances including traffic 
offenses and have the powers of a justice of the 
peace. They have no appellate jurisdiction. 

Generally, these courts have only one judge 
each. Judges of the Recorder's Court are ap­
pointed and serve at the city government's plea­
sure. In a Mayor's Court, the mayor sits as judge 
for his term in office. Each individual charter 
determines the requisite qualifications of the 
judge. These vary considerably, but many do have 
a residency and age requirement. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. There are 
no formal provisions concerning the administrative 
authority of the Supreme Court or the Chief Justice 
over the state judicial system. The Judicial Coun­
cil (reference Table 29: Judicial councils and 
conferences) acts as an advisory body on matters 
of state court administration. 

[State Court Administrators, p. 36] 
5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 

a. The Administrative Office of the Courts was 
created by act of the 1973.General Assemblv. 

b. Director of the Administrative Offi~e of the 
Courts 

(1) The position was created in 1973 by the 
General Assembly. 

(2) In practice, the Director of the Admin­
istrative Office of the Courts must have under­
graduate and graduate degrees in business adminis­
tration, public administration, or judicial admin­
istration. He must also have experience at a mana­
gerial level in judicial administration and must 
possess a proven professional commitment to judi­
cial administratior.. 'lnt: Judicial Council (refer­
ence Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences) 
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screens applicant~' credentials before appointing 
a Director. 

(3) The Director is responsible for as­
sisting in the preparation of the state judicial 
branch budget, appearing before legislative Com­
mittees, and providing staff services to the 
Judicial Council. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative Of­
fice of the Courts consists of 24 people: 17 pro­
fessionals, (including the Director of the Adminis­
trative Office) and 7 clerical personnel. In addi­
tion, one person works part-time. The professional 
staff provides support services in the following 
areas: systems analysis, programming, computer op­
erations, records management, forms development, 
field representation, and data entry; Court coordi­
nation, facilities management, and other Court 
services; payroll, accounting, auditing, budgeting, 
and purchasing; education, training, library serv­
ices, and publications; personnel systems and of­
fice management; legislative, executive, public, 
and media information, legislative and executive 
liaison; and planning and research activities, 
which include statistical compilation, judicial 
planning, research, evaluation, statistical analy­
sis, and legislative drafting. 

[Georgia LdWS 1973, 288; June 12, 1978 Supreme 
Court Rule; State Court Administrators, pp. 
36-37; Director of the Administrative Office; 
Assistant Director for Court Coordination and 
Research] 

Quasi-judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.1 Special master 

a. The Superior Court judge may appoint special 
masters who serve at the pleasure of the appointing 
judge. A special master must be a practicing 
attorney, must be in good standing, and must have 
practiced law for at least 3 years. 

b. Special masters serve in lieu of a board of 
assessors, and possess the same authority as that 
board, at land condemnation hearings in the 
Superior Court. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§36-606a, 36-611a; Director of 
the Administrative Office of the Courts] 

6.1.2 JUVENILE COURT 
6.2.2 Referee and traffic referee 

a. A Juvenile Court judge may appoint one or 
more persons to serve full-time or part-time as a 
referee in juvenile matters or a traffic referee 
in juvenile traffic matters. The referees serve 
at the pleasure of the judge. A referee must be a 
member of the state bar or otherwise be qualified 
by training and experience for his duties. 

b. The judge may direct, with the consent of 
all parties, that any case involving alleged delin-
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quency, or unruly or deprived children be conducted 
in the first instance by a referee. The judge may 
also direct that any case or class of cases invol­
ving juvenile traffic offenses be heard in the 
first instance by a traffic referee. 

[Ga. Code Ann. §§24A-701, 24A-3102] 

6.1.3 COBB COUNTY STATE COURT 
6.2.3 Magistrate 

a. Magistrates must be 21 years old and must 
be citizens of Cobb County and of Georgia. They 
must also be members of the Georgia Bar. Magis­
trates are elected to 4-year terms. 

b. Magistrates may issue warrants, conduct 
commitments, or admit offenders against the laws 
of the state to bail. Upon the authority of the 
senior judge of the State Court, they can try all 
cases involving violations of the ordinances of 
Cobb County and the traffic laws of the state. 

6.1.4 RECORDER'S COURT OF DEKALB COUNTY 
6.2.4 Magistrate 

a. Commissioners of DeKalb County may appoint 
magistrates to the Recorder's Court of DeKalb 
County. This is the authority for the creation of 
the Magistrate's Division of the Recorder's Court 
of DeKalb County. The two magistrates are appoint-
ed by the County Commissioners. -

b. The magistrates' issue warrants, hold com­
mital hearings, and set bail. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Qualifications Commission. The com­
mission consists of seven members: two judges of 
any court of record selected by the Supreme Court, 
three members of the state bar elected by the Board 
of Governors of the state bar, and two non-lawyer 
citizens appointed by the Governor. 

[Canst. 2-4203 (Art. VI, §XIII) , III(a)] 
7.2 Authority and proc~dure for sanction. The com­
mission may, after an investigation of a judicial 
complaint, order a hearing to be held before it 
conc~rning th~ retirement or removal of a justice 
or judge. The commission may also ~'equest the 
Supreme Court to appoint a special master to hear 
and take evidence on the matter and report back to 
the commission. If, after hearing, or after con­
sid~ring the record and report of the master, the 
commission finds good cause, it can recommend to 
the Supreme Court the removal, oth~r discipline, 
or retirement of the justic~ or judge. The Supr~me 
Court can r~view the record of th~ proceedings on 
the law and facts, and in its discretion may p~rmit 
the introduction of additional ~vidence and order 
removal or retirement, as it finds just and prop~r. 
The Supreme Court can also reject the recommenda­
tions of the Judicial Qualifications Commission. 

[Const. 2-4203 (Art. VI, §XIII) , III(b)] 



Figure 1: Hawaii court system, 1980 

SUPREME CX>URT 
5 jus tices 
Jurisdiction: 

..... - .. 
;~ 

- Original jurisdiction to issue all necessary 
writs and other jurisdiction 8S may be 
provided by law. 

I 
I 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over all bar examina­
tion matters. licensing of attorneys, and 
questions reserved by a federal appellate 
court. 

- Appellate jurisdiction aver all lower courts. 

1 
INTERMEDIATE COURT OF APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Concurrent jurisdiction with 

Suprern.2 Court over all matters 
not within the exclusive juris­
diction of the Supreme Court. 

CIRCUIT COURT (4) 
20 judges and 5 district family judges 

CIRCUIT COURT 
Jurisdiction: 

FAMILY COURT 
Jurisdiction: 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in 
civil matters over $5,000j 
concurrent with District 
Court in civil matters over 
$1,000 but less than $5,000. 
Probate. 

- Domestic relations, adop­
tion, child custody I 
appointment of a gua rdian. 

- Juvenile. 

- Felony, misdemeanor. 
Jury trials. 

t 
LAND COURT+ 
(1 First Circuit Court judge 

serves) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in all 

applications for land title 
registration, casement, or other 
rights in registered land, and 
all questions arisins under such 
applications. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

DISTRICT COURT (4) 
18 judges 

DIRTRICT COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil jurisdiction 

under $5,000. (over­
laps wi th Ci rcuit 
Court between $1,000 
and S5,OOO.) 

- Felony preliminaries, 
misdemeanors, ordi nance 
violations. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates assignment of cascs. 

TAX AP PEAL COURT+ 
(1 First Circuit Court judge 

serves) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in all dis­

putes between the assessor and 
taxpayer. 

SI1AlL CLAIMS DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under 

$1,000. Landlord 
and tenant. 

+ The Land Court and Tax Appeal Court hear special csscs, but are considered general jurisdiction 
CDurts for this report because circuit court judges serve. 
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HAWAII 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The .. Supreme Court sits in Hono­
lulu; however, the Chief Justice may appoint a dif­
ferent place for the sitting of court, pro tempore. 
The court sits in continuous session. 

[Hawaii Revised Statutes (hereinafter H.R.S.) 
Section 602-9] 

1.2 Organization. The court, which has statewide 
jurisdiction, does not sit in panels or divisions. 
Parties are not entitled to a hearing. Hearings 
are held at the discretion of the court. 

[H.R.S. §602-10] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has the power to exercise 
original jurisdiction in all questions arising un­
der writs directed to courts of limited jurisdic­
tion and returnable before the Supreme Court; or 
if the court consents to receive the case, arising 
under writs of mandamus directed to public officers 
to compel them to fulfill the duties of their of­
fices. The court has such other jurisdiction as 
may be expressly conferred by law. The court may 
issue writs of habeas corpus or orders to show 
cause. In addition, the court m~y issue any neces­
sary writs; make and award judgments, decrees, 
orders, and mandates; issue executions and other 
processes; and do such other acts and take such 
other steps as necessary. Bar examinations and the 
granting of licenses to practice law are under the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

b. The Supreme Court has the following appel­
late jurisdiction and powers: 

(1) To hear and determine all questions of 
law, or of mixed law and fact, which are properly 
brought before it on any appeal allowed by law from 
any other court or agency. 

(2) To answer, in its discretion, any ques­
tion of law reserved by a Circuit Court, the Land 
Court, or the Tax Appeal Court, or any question or 
proposition of law certified to it by a federal ap­
pellate court if the Supreme Court so provides by 
rule. 

(3) To entertain, in its discretion, any 
case submitted without suit when there is a ques­
tion in difference that might be the subject of a 
civil action or proceeding in the Supreme Court, 
Circuit Court, or Tax Appeal Court, and the parties 
agree upon a case containing the facts upon which 
the controversy depends. 

c. The Supreme Court has concurrent jurisdic­
tion with the Intermediate Court of Appeals on all 
of the above matters except bar examinations and 
licensing of attorneys and except questions re­
served by a federal appellate court. These 
matters are reserved to the Supreme Court. 

[H,R.S. §§602-5(1)-(3), 602-5(4)-(7), 605.1, 
660] 
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1.4 Justices (5) 
a. The Hawaii Constitution provides for a Chief 

Justice who is selected in the same manner and for 
the same term as the other justices. 

b. Supreme Court justices may not hold other 
office under the state or the United States. Jus­
tices must have been admitted to the practice of 
law in the state for at least 10 years. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appointed for 10-
year terms by the Governor with the consent of the 
Senate from a list of six nominees submitted to the 
Governor by the Judicial Selection Commission (Ref­
erence Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nomi­
nating commissions). If the Senate rejects the 
nominee, the Governor must select another name. 
Upon the expiration of their first term, justices 
who seek reappointment are either retained or re­
tired by the Judicial Selection Commission. 

[Constitution, Article V, Section 3; Const. 
Art. VI, §§2, 3] 

1.S Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the administrative head 

of the courts. Reference Section 5.1 (General 
administrative authority). He exercises 
administration and supervision over the entire 
court system through the Administrative Director 
of the Courts, administrative judges, and clerks. 
The Chief Justice may assign an intermediate ap­
pellate court judge or a circuit judge or request 
a retired justice as provided by law to serve 
temporarily on the Supreme Court~ 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istratod. 

c. Hawaii Revised Statutes §606-l authorizes 
the position of Supreme Court clerk. The clerk is 
appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the Su­
preme Court. He may issue process, administer 
oaths, take depositions, and perform all other du­
ties pertaining to the office. He attends and re­
cords the proceedings at all sittings of the court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §2; H.R.S. §§601-1(a), 606-8] 
1.6 Rule-making. Only the Supreme Court has the 
power to promulgate rules and regulations relating 
to process, practice, procedure, and appeals in all 
criminal and civil cases for all courts. These 
rules and regulations have the force and effect of 
law. Hawaii Revised Statutes §601-2(b) authorizes 
the Supreme Court to promulgate specific rules of 
administration to implement the powers there speci­
fied. 

[Const., Art. VI, §7; H.R.S. §§601-2(b), 
602-11] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 INTERHEDIATE COURT OF APPEALS. The Intermed­
iate Court of Appeals was created by the legisla­
ture in 1979 by Act III of Hawaii Session Laws. 



----- ~~~-~ --- - ---..,----- -------------------- ----------------------------------------------------

The court sits in Honolulu and is in continuous 
session. 

[Hawaii Session Laws, Act III 1979] 
2.2 Organization. The court has statewide juris­
diction and consists of a chief judge and two as­
sociate judges. Parties are entitled to a hearing 
before a panel of not less than three intermediate 
judges (or substitute) judges. It is anticipated 
that in the future the court will sit in panels, 
but presently there are only three judges. 

[H.R.S. §§602-12, 602-16] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Intermediate Court of Appeals has ,:on­
current jurisdiction with the Supreme Court, ex­
cepting bar examinations, subject to assignment of 
cases by the Chief Justice or his designee. Refer­
ence Section I,) (Jurisdiction). 

Assignment of cases to the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals and to the Supreme Court ts made 
by the Chief Justice or his designee using the 
following criteria or other relevant factors: 

(1) Whether the case involves a question of 
first impression or presents a novel legal ques­
tion; or 

(2) Whether the case involves a question of 
stal~ or federal constitutional interpretation; or 

(3) Whether the case raises a question of 
law regarding the validity of a state statute, 
county ordinance, or agency regulation; or 

(4) Whether the case involves issues upon 
which there is an inconsistency in the decisions 
of the Intermediate Court of Appeals or of the 
Supreme Court; or 

(5) Whether the sentence in the case is life 
imprisonment without possibility of parole. 

Cases involving the above questions may be 
retaiued in the Supreme Court. All other matters 
may be assigned to the Intermediate Court uf 
Appeals, taking into consideration the workloads 
of both courts. 

b. At the discretion of the Supreme Court, re­
assignment of a case to the Supreme Court may be 
made by certification on the granting of a motion 
made in the Intermediate Court of Appeals, or by a 
petition directly to the Supreme Court in cases of 
imperative or fundamental public importance. The 
Chief Justice may transfer cases to and from 
either appellate court. 

Appeals from Intermediate Court of Appeals 
decisions are made by application to the Supreme 
Court for a writ of certiorari, the granting of 
which is discretionary with the Supreme Court. 

[H.R.S. §§60l-2(a), 602-5(9), 602-6, 602-19, 
602-20; Supreme Court Rllies 27, 30; Inter­
mediate Court of Appeals Rule 16] 

2.4 Judges (3) 
a. The chief judge is selected using a merit 

selection plan and serves for a term of 10 years. 
b. The qualifications for the chief judge ana 

for associate judges are the same. They must be 
residents and citizens of Hawaii and of the United 
States and must have been licensed to practice law 
in Hawaii [or 10 years prior to their being nomi­
nated fur their posts. 

c. jlldgt.l!; of the Intermediate Court of Appeals 
ar~ selected to serve IO-year terms by appuintment 
by tlru Governor from individual lists prepared by 
tlw ,1udi~lal Selection Commission (Reference Table 
l~: ~haracteristics of judicial nominating commis­
SlUlh:;, .. adl clf which must contain at least six non­
in~ub. r~! Governor's appointment must be approved 
by ~~" Senate and if the Senate does not approve, 
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the appointment fails and the Governor must select 
another name from the list. After their first 
term expires, judges are retained or retired by 
the Judicial Selection Commission. 

[Const., Art. VI, §3] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judge supervises the administra­
tive functions of the Intermediate Court of Ap­
peals, 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Intermediate Court of Appeals. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). The 
chief judge exercises administration of the court 
under the direction of the Chief Justice and the 
Administrative Director of the Courts, who aS6ists 
the Chief Justice with administration. 

c. The clerk of the Intermediate Court of Ap­
peals and deputies and assistants (not yet appoint­
ed) serve at the pleasure of the judges of the 
court. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts; 
Const., Art. VI, §6; H.R.S. §§fiOl-2, 601-3; 
H.R.S. §602-12] 

2.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court promulgates 
rules for the Intermediate Court of Appeals. Ref­
erence Section 1.6 (Rule-making). 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The Circuit Court sits in 
continuous session and is always open for the pur­
pose of filing or serving of process. 

[Hawaii Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 77(a)] 
3.2.1 Organization. The state is divided into four 
judicial circuits, corresponding to the geographic 
boundaries of the :our counties: the Firot, Sec­
ond, Third, and Fifth, which counties are, respec­
tively, Honolulu, Haui, Hawaii, and Kaudl. TllGre 
hds been no Fourth Circuit since it was incorporat­
ed into the Third in 1943. The Family Court is a 
division within the Circuit Court designed to deal 
expressly with juvenile ofEenders and domestic 
relations matters. Within each Family Court in 
each judicial circuit, there are also District Fam­
ily Courts which decide those cases assigned by the 
Circuit Family Court judge, or by the senior judge 
in the case where there is more than one circuit 
judge authorized to exercise Family Court jurisJic­
tion. 

[H.R.S. §§57l-11, 571-14 and H.R.S. Chapters 
572-577A, 578-584] 

3.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The Circuit Court is the trial court of gen­

eral jurisdiction. It has exclusive jurisdicLion 
in criminal felony cases. It also has exclusive 
jurisdiction in civil suits involving more than 
$5,000. In addition, it has concurrent jurigdic­
tion with the District Court in civil matters in­
volving less than $5,000 but more than $500. 

Probate proceeJings dnd determinalion of 
heirs, cases involving mdrital actions, juveniles, 
and other domestic matters are heard within the 
Family Court Division. 

b. The Circuit Court has jurisdiction over all 
causes that may properly come betore the court on 
any appeal allowed by law from any other court or 
agency. 

[H.R.S. §§603-21.5, 603-21.8] 
3.4,1 Judges (20 and 5 district family judges 
ass igned to Family Court). The Hawai i Revised 
Statutes provide for the number of circuit judges 
based on population, 

,)" 

a. Th:re ~s no provision for a chief judge over 
all ~he Clrcults of the Circuit Court. The Chief 
Just~ce ?f the Supreme Court may appoint adminis­
tratlve Judges for the individual circuits that 
ha~e more ~han one judge for such a period as the 
Chlef Justlce may determine. 

~ .. Circuit Court judges must meet the same 
quallflca~ions as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Sectlon 1.4.b (Judges). 

c. Circuit Court judges are selected in the 
~ame.manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
Justlces. Reference Section 1.4.c (Judges) 

[H.R.S. §§601-2, 606-3, 606-4] . 
3.5.1 Administration 

. a: Whereas~ is no chief judge over all the 
~lrcults of the Circuit Court, the administrative 
Judges for the individual circuits manage the busi­
ness of the courts, subject to the rules of the 
S~preme Court and the direction of the Chief J _ 
tlce. us 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
ove 7 ~ll the circuits of the Circuit Court or for 
admlnlstr~tors for the individual circuits. Refer­
ence Sectlon ~.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The ch~ef clerks for the individual circuits 
a7e.charg~d wlth the responsihility for court ad­
mlnlstratlon. They perform the same duties as the 
Supreme Court clerk. Reference Section 1 5 c 

[H.R,S. §501-2] ... 
3.6,1 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may promul­
gate rules and,regulations for the Circuit Court. 
Reference Sectlon 1.6 (Rule-making). 

[Canst., Art. V, §6] 

NOTE: For purposes of this report, the Land Court 
and Tax Appeal Court are categorized as Gen­
eral Jurisdiction Courts since circuit 
judges serve, 

3.1.2.LAND CO~R~. TI;p Land Court sits in Honolulu, 
the Flrst Judlclal Clrcuit, but may adjourn to 
other place~ as public conveniences require. The 
Land Court Judge so arranges the sessions as to en­
sure a prompt discharge of the business uf the 
court. 

[H.R.S. §§501-1, 501-3] 
3.2.2 Organizatl'on. 'fl - 1~re are no specialized divi-
sions of the court. 

[H.R.S. §501-1] 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a, The.Land Court, a statewide court of record 
~as ex~luslve jurisdiction in all applications for' 
~nd tl~le re~istrations, easements, or other 

rlghts In,reglst~r?d land within the state, and in 
all questlOns arlslng under such applications 

b. TIle Land Court has no appt'llatf' J'urisdic­
tion. 

[H.R.S. §501-1] 
3.4.2 Judges ~l First Circuit Judge serves) 

a. Thf're 1 s no provison tor a ch ie f judge for 
the Land Court. 

. b. ~he ~and Cuurt judge must be a judge of th!' 
FlrstClrcult, and therpfore must have been a mem~ 
ber of the state bar lict'ns~d by the Supreme Court 
eor at least 10 years. 
, c, Th~ Land Court judge is a Circuit Court 
~udge deslgnated by the Chief Justice to serve as 
Judge of the Land Court. He serves until appoint­
me~t of a succe~~or ~10-year maximum unless reap-
pOlnted to the Clrcult Court) All C' , 
• • M lrcult Court 
Judge~ are appointed by lhe Governor from individ­
ual lIsts of at l!'ast six nominees submitted by the 
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judicial ~el~ction ~ommission (Reference Table 12: 
~haractenstlcs of Judicial r,.)minating commissions). 

he Sena~e must approve the appointment. If the 
Senate dlsapproves, the appointment fails and the 
Govern?r m~st.select another nominee from the list 
Retentlon lS ln the same manner as for all judges ' 

[Const., Art. VI, §3; H.R.S. §501-2] . 
3.5.2 Administration 

a. There is no p " f rOV1Slon or a chief judge for 
the Land Court. 

b. There is no provision f d ' . f or an a mlnlstrator 
·or the Land Court. Reference bection 3.5.2.c be­

low. 

c. The clerk, or registrar, is authorized by 
statute and serves as clerk of both the Land Court 
a~d the Tax Appeal Court. The clerk is charged 
wlth the responsibility for court administration 
He has ~ustod? and,control of all papers and doc~­
ments,flled wlth h1m. The registrar may, with the 
sanctIon of the court, employ such clerks and mes­
sengers as are necessary. 

[~.R.S. §§232-9, 501-5, 501-7; Administrative 
Dlrector of the Courts] 

3.6.2 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may promul­
gate rules and. regulations for the Land Court. 
Reference Sectlon 1.6 (Rule-making). 

[Const., Art. VI, §7] 

3.1.3 TAX A:PEAL COURT. The Tax Appeal Court com­
mences SeSSlons not later than July 1st of each 
year, The court may adjourn from time to time d 
may hold special sessions. Sessions of the Taxa~ _ 
~eal Court, a statewide court of record, are held P 

~t s~ch places as determined" by the court, \~hich 
SIts In Honolulu, the First Judicial Circuit 

[H.R.S. §§232-B, 232-10] . 
3.2.3 Organization. There are - no specialized divi-
sions of the court. 

[H.R.S. §232-B] 
3.3.3 Jurisdiction 

, a: The Ta~ Appeal Court has original jurisdic­
tlon ln all dlsputes between the assessor and tax­
~ayer. The Tax Appeal Court's jurisdiction is lLm­
l;ed to the amount of the taxes or valuation in 
dlSpute. 

b. The Tax Appeal Co t h diction. ur as no appellate juris-

[H.R.S. §232-l3] 
3.4.3 Judges ~l First Circuit judge serves) 

a. There lS no provision for a chief judge for 
the Tax Appeal Court. 

b. Th? ~ax ~ppeal Court judge must meet the 
same quallflcatlons as the judge of the Land Court 
Reference Section 3.4.2 (Judges). . 

c. The Tax Appeal Court judge is selected in 
the same manner and for the same term as the judge 
of the Land Court, Retention is l'n tile same man-
ner. Reference Section 3.4.2 (Judges). 

[H.R.S, §232-B] 
3.5.3 Administration 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge for 
the Tax Appeal Court. 

b. There is no prOV1Slon for an administrator 
for the Tax Appeal Court, Reference Section 
3.5.3.c below. 

c, The clerk, or registrar, is authorized by 
statute and serves as clerk for both the Tax Appeal 
C?urt and the Land Court. The clerk is charged 
wlth the responsibility for cOUrt administration 
Reference Section 3.5,2.c. ' 

[H.R.S. §§501-6, 232-9; Administrative Director 
of the Courts] 



3.6.3 Rule-making. Only the Supreme Court may 
promulgate rules and regulations for the Tax Appeal 
Court. Reference Section 1.6 (Rule-making). 

[Const., Art. VI, §7] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court holds ses­
sions as often as the District Court judges deem 
essential. 

[H.R.S. §604-l] 
4.2 Organization. A District Court is established 
in each of the four judicial circuits in Hawaii. 
There is a Small Claims Division of the District 
Court. 

[H.R.S. §§604-l, 633-27] 
4.3 JurIsdiction 

a. The District Court conducts preliminary 
hearings in felony cases originating in the cir­
cuits. The court has jurisdiction over all crimi­
nal offenses punishable by a fine or imprisonment 
of less than 1 year, except over offenses that re­
quire indictment by a grand jury. The court also 
has jurisdiction in all ordinance violations. 

The court has exclusive original jurisdic­
tion in civil matters where the amount in contro­
versy does not exceed $1,000, concurrent jurisdic­
tion with the Circuit Court where the amount is 
between $1,000 and $5,000, and jurisdiction in 
ejectment suits regardless of the counterclaim. 
The ('ourt has no jurisdiction over actions ques­
tioning title to land, most intentional torts, nor 
over civil jury trials. 

The Smnll Claims Division has jurisdiction 
uver ,',ases for the recovery of money where the 
amount claimed does not exceed $1,000 and where 
the parties elect the procedure of the Small Claims 
Division. This division has exclusive jurisdiction 
over security deposit disputes between landlords 
ilnd tenants. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[H.R.S. §§604-5, 604-8, 604-11, 633-27; Act 
169, Hawaii Sessions Laws 1980] 

4.4 Judges (18) 
a. The Chief Justice may appoint an administra­

tive judge in any multi-judge district court juris­
diction, who serves in this role for such periods 
as the Chief Justice may determine. 

b. District Court judges must reside in the 
judicial circuit to which they are appointed, and 
must be members of the state bar with at least 5 
years of practice in Hawaii. 

c. District Court judges are appointed by the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for 6-year terms 
from a list of six nominees presented to the Chief 
Justice by the judicial Selection Commission (Ref­
erence Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nomi­
nating commissions). They need not be approved by 
the state Senate. District judges are retained in 
the same manner as all other judges. 

[Const., Art. VI, §3; H.R.S. §§604-1, 604-2; 
Administrative Dj.rector of the Courts] 

4.5 Administration 
a. Duties of the administrative judges for the 

districts are not specifically articulated. They 
are expected to carry out the policies and rules 
of the Chief Justice and the Supreme Court in the 
efficient daily operation of the District Courts. 

b. There are no prOVisions for administrators 
for the District Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 
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c. The District Court clerks may issue process, 
administer oaths, take depOSitions, and perform all 
other duties pertaining to their offices. They 
also attend and record the proceedings at all sit­
tings of courts of record. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 
4.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may promulgate 
rules and regulations for the District Court; how­
ever, judges of the District Court may amend rules 
of practice with approval of the Supreme Court. 
Reference Section 1. 6 (Rule-making). 

[Const., Art. V, §6; District Court Rules of 
Civil Procedure, Rule 83] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Hawaii 
Constitution names the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court as the administrative head of the courts. 
Reference Section 1.5.a (Administration). Among 
his responsibilities are the following: 

a. He may assign judges from one circuit to 
another for temporary service. 

b. With the approval of the Supreme Court, he 
appoints an Administrative Director to serve at his 
pleasure. 

c. When necessary he may assign a circuit judge 
or Intermediate Court of Appeals judge to serve 
temporarily on the Supreme Court. 

d. As prescribed by law, he may request re­
tired justices to serve temporarily on the Supreme 
Court. 

e. He reporLs to the legislature at each regu­
lar session on the business of the judiciary and 
on the administration of justice in the state. 

f. He presents to the legislature a unified 
budget, a 6-year program and financial plan, and a 
variance report for all programs of the judiciary. 

g. He directs the administration of the judi­
ciary, with responsibility for the efficient opera­
tion of the courts and the expeditious dispatch of 
all judicial business. 

h. In Circuit Courts with more than one judge, 
he may assign calendars among judges and appoint 
an administrative judge to manage the business of 
the court. 

i. He may prescribe for all courts a uniform 
system of keeping and periodically reporting sta­
tistics of their business. 

j. He may procure for all courts estimates of 
their appropriations, and review and revise them 
into a unified budget to be presented to the legis­
lature. 

k. He has the power to exercise exclusive au­
thority over the preparation, explanation, and 
administration of the judiciary budget, programs, 
plans, and expenditures. 

1. He has all powers of administration over 
judiciary personnel. 

[Const., Art. V, §5; Const., Art. VI, §§2, 6; 
H.R.S. §§60l-2(a), 60l-2(b)(2), (3), (4), (5); 
Administrative Director of the Courts] 

5.2 Office of the State Court Administrator 
a. The Office of the State Court Administrator 

is authorized by Hawaii State Constitution, Article 
VI, §6. 

b. Administrative Director of the Courts 
(1) The Hawaii Constitution authodzes the 

appointment of an Administrative Director. 
(2) The Administrative Director must have 

been a resident of Hawaii for at least 3 years 
prior to his appointment. He is appointed by the 

.'1. 
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Figure 2: Hawaii state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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Chief Justice with the approval of the Supreme 
Court. 

(3) Subject to the direction of the Chief 
Justice, the Administrative Director performs a 
number of functions including reporting to the 
Chief Justice statistical and other data concerning 
the business of the courts, making recommendations 
to the Chief Justice regarding estimates for appro­
priations, assisting the Chief Justice in the prep­
aration of the budget and other reports requested 
by the legislature, and making recommendations to 
the Chief Justice for improvement in the adminis­
trative methods of the courts, carrying out all 
duties and responsibilities concerning judiciary 
personnel and such other matters as may be assigned 
by the Chief Justice. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the 
State Court Administrator consists of SO people: 
28 professionals and 22 clerical personnel. The 
professional staff provides support services in the 
following areas: systems analysis, programming, 
computer operations, records management, forms de­
velopment, and field representation: payroll, ac­
counting, auditing, budgeting and purchasing; per­
sonnel systems, office management, classification 
and pay, training and labor relations, and recruit­
ment and examinations: legislative, executive, pub­
lic, and media information, legislative liaison and 
executive liaison; and planning and research activ­
ities including statistical compilation, judicial 
planning, research, evaluation, and statistical 
analysis. 

(Const., Art. V, §S: Const., Art. VI, §6; 
H.R.S. §60l-3: State Court Administrators, p. 
38] 

Quasi-judicial Officers 

6.1.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Per diem judge 

a. The Chief Justice may appOint per diem 
judges as may be necessary. Qualifications to 
serve as per diem judges are the same as for a 
regular full-time appointment. 

b. A per diem judge prOVides auxilldry judicial 
functions. 

(H.R.S. §604-1j 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1.1 Commission on Judicial Discipline. The com­
mission consists of seven members, appointed by the 
Supreme Court. 

(Administrative Director of the Courts] 
7.2.1 Authority and procedure for sanction. Pur­
suant to Hawaii Constitution, Article VI, §S, the 
Supreme Court promulgated Supreme Court Rule 26, 
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"Judicial DisCipline," which establishes the 7-
member Commission on Judicial Discipline and pre­
scribes its procedures. 

The commission has exclusive jurisdiction as 
to the conduct and competence of all sitting judges 
whether they serve full-time or part-time. 

The commission has the pOl~er to: 
"(1) Receive information, allegations, and 

complaints; 
(2) ~ake preliminary evaluations; 
(3) Screen complaints; 
(4) Conduct investigations; 
(S) Conduct hearings; and 
(6) Recommend dispositions to the Supreme 

Court concerning allegations of judicial mis­
conduct or physical or mental disability of 
judges." 

Grounds for disCipline include: 
"(1) Conviction of a felony; 

(2) Willful misconduct in office; 
(3) Willful misconduct which, although not 

related to judicial duties, brings the judicial 
office into disrepute: 

(4) Conduct prejudicial to the administra­
tion of justice or conduct that brings the judicial 
office into disrepute; 

(5) Any conduct that constitutes a violation 
of the Code of Judicial Conduct." 

Commission procedures may be initiated "upon 
any reasonable basis" including written complaints 
from the public, or other judges, or the Chief Jus­
tice; also the commission may proceed upon its own 
motion. The chronology of procedures is, in gener­
al, as follo\~s: After receipt, a complaint is pre'" 
liminarily screened. If further investigation is 
deemed warranted, 2n investigation is made followed 
by an evaluation. Thereupon the commission may 
determine that the complaint merits no action, may 
make a recommendation for &~tion to the Supreme 
Court or may determine that further proceedings 
shall be had. If the commission decides the lat­
ter, special counsel is appointed to investigate 
and determine whether a formal hearing is neces­
sary. If counsel determines such a hearing is 
necessary, formal disCiplinary proceedings similar 
to trial proceedings are commenced pursuant to Su­
preme Court Rule 26.9. These proceedings culminate 
in findings and recommendations to the Supreme 
Court which are reviewed by the Supreme Court. 
Formal proceedings then are had before the Supreme 
Court pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 26.10 and upon 
conclusion of these proceedings, the Supreme Court 
is required to enter an appropriate order. 

There are different special prOVisions for 
cases involving physical or mental disability. 
These are found in Supreme Court Rule 26.13. 

IDAHO 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court is required to hold 
at least six terms annually, at various locations 
throuqhout the state. The Supreme Court or any 
three Justices fix the times for holding these 
terms. 

[Constitution, Article V, Section 8; Idaho Code 
(hereinafter I.C.) Section 1-208) 

1.2 Organization. As a general rule, the Supreme 
court sits en banco A majority of the five 
justices must be present to make a quorum or to 
pronounce a decision. There are no special provi­
sions instructing the court to sit in panels. 

[Const., Art. V, §6; I.C. §§1-206, 1-207] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 
to hear claims against the state and to issue all 
writs necessary to complete the exercise of its 
appellate jurisdiction. 

b. The Supreme Court hears appeals from the 
District Court and will hear appeals from the Court 
of Appeals after its implementation (antiCipated 
for July 1, 1981), as well as from orders of the 
Public Utilities Commission and the Industrial 
Accident Commission. 

[Const., Art. V, §9; I.C. §§1-203, 1-204] 
1.4 Justices (5) 

a. The elected justice with the shortest time 
remaining in office serves as Chief Justice. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be qualified 
voters of the state of Idaho, must be licensed 
attorneys, must be at least 30 years old but not 
older than 70 at the time of election, and must 
have been residents of Idaho for 2 years. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to 6-year 
terms on a nonpartisan ballot by voters of the 
state at large. A nominating election is held 
prior to the judicial election. The Governor fills 
vacancies from a list of two to four qualified 
persons nominated by the Judicial Council (refer­
ence Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nomina­
ting commissions). The appointee holds office until 
his succesgor is elected and qualified in such man­
ner as may be provided by law. 

[Const., Art. IV, §6, Art. V, §6, Art. XI, §7; 
I.C. §§1-20l, 1-2102, 34-701, 34-702, 34-703; 
State Court Systems, p. 6] 

I.S Administration 
a. The Supreme Court has responsibility for the 

general administration of the courts. Appointive 
power, as well as other administrative responsi­
bilities, rests with the court as a wbole. The 
Supreme Court exercises administration and supervi­
sion of the entire court system through the Chief 
Justice, the Administrative Director of the Courts, 
administrative judges, and trial court adminiatra­
tors. The Chief Justice schedules meetings, runs 
case conferences, and presides at court meetings 
and hearings. 
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b. Reference Section S.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by and serves at the pleasure of the Supreme Court. 
He has supervisory power over three secretaries 
(assistant clerks). There are no formal proviSions 
for assigning administrative duties to the clerk. 

[Const., Art. V, §lSj I.C. §1-401 to §1-410; 
Administrative Director of the CourtsJ 

1.6 Rule-making. The legislature is constitution­
ally prohibited from depriving the judiciary of any 
power or jurisdiction that rightly pertains to it 
as a coordinate department of government. The 
power of the Supreme Court to make rules governing 
the procedure of all courts in Idaho is recognized 
by statute. The Supreme Court establishes the 
forms of process, and practice and procedure for 
courts in the state. These rules must be promul­
gated in such a way as to have no effect on the 
substantive rights of any litigant. The Supreme 
Court is authorized to appoint members of the Idaho 
Bar or judges from the District Court or Court of 
Appeals to assist in the formulation of such 
rules. The Supreme Court is responsible for the 
administration of the courts. 

[Const., Art. V, §§2, 13; I.C. §§1-212, 1-213, 
1-214] 

Intermeriiate Appellate Court 

(Court of Appeals is to be implemented July 1, 
1981. Legislation to be introduced January 1981 
may alter the court structure presented in this 
section. ) 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The Court of Appeals will 
sit in Boise, but ll,ay also sit in sucb other places 
as it considers convenient for the conduct of its 
business. 

(I.C., Title I, Chapter 24, §1-24D7j 
2.2 Organization. The Court of Appeals will sit 
in panels of not less than three judges. Active 
or retired district judges, retired justices of the 
Supreme Court, and retired justices of the Court 
of Appeals may be assigned to serve on a panel of 
the Court of Appeals. 

[I.C., Title I, Chapter 24, §§1-2404, 24051] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has been given juris­
diction to hear and to decide all cases assigned 
to it by the Idaho Supreme Court, providing that 
the Supreme Court does not assign cases invoking 
its original jurisdiction or appeals [rom imposi­
tion of sentences of capi tal punishmE'rd in criminal 
cases. 

b. The Supreme Court may transfer nOPHrgued 
appeals pending before it to the Court of Appeals 
for hearing and decision. The Court of APf"'als nwy 
transft'r a nonargued case back to the> Sup', ;:1<' 

Court. The right of appeal is not crp,ltpd \~her,' 
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Figure 1: Idaho court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims against 

the stace and a~ tf) ,~ll wr! ts necessary 
to its appellate jurisdiction. . 

- Appeals fron intt'rin nrdt!t'5 dnd final 
judg:-:tents r)f the Court \}f Appe.lls and 
Distrct Courts.. 

- Appe.llA fron administrative dgencies. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Cases as assigned hy the Sl!t'lreme r.ourt. 

(Supreme Court cannot assign cases within 
its original jurisdiction or dny crir.ti­
naI case when capital punishtlent has 
been imposed.) 

(effective 711/81) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
29 judges 
Jur isdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil. 

personal injury, torts, contracts, 
domestic relations, and habeas 
corpus mR tters. 

- Original jurisdiction in felony. 
other criminal, and POf;)c-convict iun, 
review Ukltcers. 

- Appeals from Magistrates Dlvi~i(ln 
and other Beate agencies and bl)Cirdb. 

Appeals de novo from Magistrate 
Division. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

t Indicates 8ssignr.lent of cases. 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION (7) 
70 judge. 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under S5.000; 

forcihle P'1try and detain­
tor; liens IIndl-r SllOOfl on 
redl and personal property; 
pr'-Jbdte .tnd adminlstr.qtUm 
of decedent pstatesj dornes­
tic relations, divorce, and 
child custody and support. 

- Preliminary hearings; m1~­
dene.lnors; arrest warrants, 
search and seizure. 

Jury trials, except in small 
claims. 
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SMALL CLAIMS DEPARTI!ENT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small c 1a Ims under 

51.000. 
No jury trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
Hppellate 

court 

Courts of 
generdl 

jurisdict i(Jn 

), 

such right is not otherwise provided or created by 
law. 

[I.C., Title I, Chapter 24, §1-2406] 
2.4 Judges (3) 

a. The chief judge will be appointed by the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The term for 
the chief judge has not been set. 

b. Judges of the Court of Appeals must be 30 
years of age, must be citizens of the United 
States, must be admitted to the practice of law in 
Idaho, and must have been residents of Idaho for 2 
years. 

c. Initially, judges of che Court of Appeals 
will be appointed by the Governor. One judge 
shall be appointed for a term of 2 years, one 
judge shall be appointed for a term expiring 2 
years later, and one judge shall be appointed for 
a term expiring 2 further years later. There­
after, the term of office of a judge of the Court 
of Appeals shall be 6 years. Vacancies will be 
filled in the same manner as for Supreme Court 
justices or district judges. Reference Section 
1.4. 

[I.C., Title I, Chapter 24, §1-2404, 2408] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judge will exercise administrative 
powers as may be delegated by the full membership 
of the Court of Appeals, not in conflict with Su­
preme Court rules. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 
5.2.b. 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court will serve 
as the clerk of the Court of Appeals. 

[I.C., Title I, Chapter 24 §§1-2407, 2408] 
2.6 Rule-making. The Court of Appeals will be sub­
ject to administration and supervision by the Su­
preme Court. 

[I.C., Title I, Chapter 24, §1-2403] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. All courts operate in continu­
ous session. 

[Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 77a] 
3.2 Organization. Idaho is divided into seven 
multi-county districts. The District Court has two 
specialized divisions: the Magistrate Division and 
the Small Claims Department of the Magistrate Divi­
sion. 

[I.C. §1-801] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has original jurisdiction 
in all cases and proceedings. It has power to is­
sue all writs necessary for the exercise of its 
powers. 

The Magistrate Division of the District Court 
hears certain limited categories of cases that are 
filed in the Distr[ct Court. Subject to rules 
promulgated by the Supreme Court, the administra­
tive judge in each judicial district determines 
which cases are to be assigned to the magistrates, 
as provided by law. The Magistrate Division may 
hear misdemeanor and quasi-criminal proceedings, 
proceedings to prevent the commission of crimes, 
proceedings for arrest warrants or for searches and 
seizures, and juvenile proceedings as established 
by statute. In addition, the Magistrate Division 
may hear civil cases when the value of the damages 
requested does not exceed $5,000j proceedings of 
forcible entry and detainer, unlawful detainer, and 
statutory liens of less than $5,000; and domestic 
relations cases. The Supreme Court may by rule 
specify additional categories of matters assignable 
to magistrates who are attorneys. Any magistrate 
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may be assigned internal administrative functions 
. of the court. 

In every Magistrate Division of the District 
Court, the court may organize and create a Small 
Claims Department. The department has jurisdiction 
only in cases for the recovery of money where the 
amount in question does not exceed $1,000 and where 
the defendant resides in the county of the Magis­
trate Division. 

b. The District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over all cases assigned to the Magistrate 
Division of the District Court, and in other types 
of cases where appeal is allowed by law, such as 
from the decisions of certain state administrative 
agencies. 

[Const., Art. V, §20j I.C. §§1-705, 1-2201, 
1-2208, 1-2209, 1-2210, 1-2213, 1-230lj Admin­
istrative Director of the Courts] 

3.4 Judges (29) and Magistrates (70). The Idaho 
Code states that each judicial district must have 
between three and five District Court judges. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the District Courts. The code authorizes an 
administrative judge for each judicial district, 
who is elected by the district judges in his dis­
trict. If the majority cannot agree, a majority 
of the Supreme Court justices make the appointment. 
The administrative judge serves at the pleasure of 
the other district judges in that judicial dis­
trict. If he was appointed by the Supreme Court, 
however, he serves a term of no more than 2 years. 

b. District Court judges must be qualified 
voters of the state, licensed attorneys, must be 
between 30 and 70 years of age at the time of elec­
tion, and must have 5 years legal experience. 

Magistrates must be qualified voters of the 
counties for which they are appointed, except that 
qualified nonresidents may be appointed when no 
qualified resident voter is available. A magis­
trate must have successfully completed high school 
or earned an equivalency degree. In addition, 
magistrates are required to attend an institute on 
the duties and functions of the magistrate's 
office. 

c. District Court judges are elected on a non­
partisan ballot by the voters of their respective 
dis tricts. They ~l'e elected to 4-year terms. 
Vacancies are filled in the same manner as Supreme 
Court vacancies. Reference Section 1.4. 

Magistrates are appointed to 2-year terms on a 
nonpartisan, merit basis by the District Magis­
trates Commission. They must then run for 4-year 
elective retention-type terms. 

[Const., Art. V, §23j I.C. §§1-702, 1-703, 
1-801 to 1-808, 1-2205, 1-2206, 1-2207, 1-2220, 
34-7r<lj State Court Systems, p. 6j Administra­
tive Director of the Courts] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no chief judge over all the 

districts of the District Court, the administrative 
judge in each judicial district, subject to Supreme 
Court rules, has administrative supervision and 
authority over the operations of the District Court 
and magistrates in the district. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. A 
trial court administrator for each of the 7 judi­
cial districts may be selected. Desirable educa­
tion and experience include a college degree with 
an administration major ~nd either experience in 
an administrative capacity or a law degree. Trial 
court administrators are selected by the adminis­
trative judges, with approval of the Administrative 
Director of the Courts. Six of the trial court 
administrators are appointed as judges of the 

~~~~~~---------~ - ~-
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Magistrate Division and ~~rform judicial duties in 
addition to their administrative function. Under 
the supervision of the administrative judges, the 
trial court administrators assist in the overall 
management of court operations within their dis­
tricts, with particular emphasis on the Magistrate 
Division. They assist in preparing budgets for 
court facilities and county-funded support staff, 
work with jury commissioners, supervise court 
information reports and analyze statistical 
reports, perform nonjudicial public information 
duties, serve as liaison with law enforcement and 
other public officials, maintain personnel records 
for state judicial employees in the district, and 
assign cases and perform calendaring functions 
under the direction of the administrative judges. 

c. Clerks of the District Court are elected to 
4-year terms by the voters of their districts. 
They have responsibilities as determined by the 
court. 

[Const., Art. V, §16; I.C. §1-907; 1976 Annual 
Report, p. 8; Idaho Judicial Personnel Poli­
cies, pp. 63, 64] 

3.6 ~-making. Th~ Supreme Court is empowered 
to make all rules concerning procedure in the Dis­
trict Courts. In all cases where no existing rule 
applies, the District Court has the power to make 
rules so long as they are not inconsistent with 
statute or with the rules made by the Supreme 
Court. 

[I.C. §§l-lOS, 1-212; Idaho Rules of Civil Pro­
cedure, Rule 83] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.0 There are no courts of limited or special 
jurisdiction in Idaho. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The respon­
sibility for the general administration of the 
courts in Idaho rests with the Supreme Court. 
Reference Section 1.S.a. 

[Const., Art. V, §2] 
5.2 Office of the Administrative Director of the 
Courts 

a. The office of the Administrative Director 
of the Courts is established by Idaho Code §1-611. 

b. Administrative Director of the Courts 
(1) The position of Administrative Director 

of the Gourts is authorized by Idaho Code §1-611. 
(2) In order to meet the qualifications for 

this position, an applicant must be admitted to the 
practice of law in Idaho and must be licensed by 
the Idaho State Bar Commission. These requirements 
may be waived for a qualified applicant who is 
licensed to practice in the highest court of 
another state and who agrees to become licensed to 
practice in Idaho within a time period specified 
by the Idaho Supreme Court. The Administrative 
Director of the Courts is appointed by the Supreme 
Court. 

(3) The following are examples of work per­
formed by the Administrative Director: 

(a) Supervises development and implemen­
tation of a judicial management information system. 

(b) Organizes fiscal operations for the 
judicial system; supervises preparation of appro­
priations requests; monitors judicial expenditures; 
reviews and approves operational expenses, travel 
expenses, and capital expenditures; and recommends 
personnel salaries to the Supreme Court. 
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(c) Supervises administrative staff; 
establishes personnel standards for court employ­
ees; develops personnel handbook for judiciary; 
approves personnel requests; and has authority for 
selection and dismissal of administrative person-
nel. 

(d) Prepares long-range plans for the 
Supreme Court and recommends programs for improve­
ment of the judicial system. 

(e) Develops comprehensive judicial 
education programs; seeks federal funding for 
educational activities; conducts judicial training 
seminars; and approves out-of-state seminar attend-
ance. 

(f) Resolves technical administrative 
problems by interpreting the court rules, policies, 
orders, directives, and procedures, including 
proper application to specific cases; drafts rules 
revisions, court orders, or legal memoranda, when 
directed by the court. 

(g) Prepares and distributes a report 
to the Supreme Court and Governor concerning judi­
cial operations during the calendar year. 

(h) ~~nages the statewide court system. 
c. Office organization. The Office of the 

Administrative Director of the Courts consists of 
9 people: 4 professionals (including the Adminis­
trative Director of the Courts) and 5 clerical 
personnel. The professional staff provides support 
services in the following areas: programming; pay­
roll, accounting, auditing, budgeting, and purchas­
ing; and education, training, and publications. 

[I.C. §§1-611, 1-612; Idaho Judicial Personnel 
Policies, pp. 18, 19; Administrative Office of 
the Courts] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.0 There are no quasi-judicial officers in Idaho. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Council. The Judicial Council con­
sists of seven members as follows: three attor­
neys, one of whom must be a district judge, ap­
pointed by the Board of Commissioners of the Idaho 
State Bar with the consent of the Senate; three 
non-attorneys appointed by the Governor with the 
consent of the Senate; and the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, who serves as chairman. 

[I.C. §1-210lj 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Judicial Council may, after such investigation as 
it deems necessary, order a hearing to be held 
before it concerning the removal, discipline, or 
retirement of a justice or judge; or the council 
may request the Supreme Court to appoint three 
special masters (justices or judges) to hear and 
take evidence in such matters and report their 
findings to the council. After hearing the report 
of the special masters, if the council finds good 
cause, it may then recommend the removal, disci­
pline, or retirement of the justice or judge. The 
Supreme Court will review the record and may permit 
the introduction of additional evidence. The court 
can then order removal, discipline, or retirement, 
or may reject the recommendation. If retired, the 
judge may receive retirement benefits; if removed, 
his salary ceases from the date of the order. All 
papers filed with and the proceedings before the 
Judicial Councilor special masters are confi­
dential. 

[I.C. §1-2l03] 

,\, 

Figure 2: Idaho state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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Figure 1: Illinois court system, 1980 

Death sentence. 
Other appeals 35 

provided by rule. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- DiscretIonary original jurisdiction in 

revenue, mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

- Appeals as a matter of right from Circuit 
Court ..... hen death sentence imposed and 
from Appellate Court when federal or state 
constitutional question arises for the 
first time or on certificate by the 
Appellate Court. 

- Other appeals from Ci rcuit and Appellate 
Court as provided by Supreme Court rule. 

- Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Abili ty of Governor to serve or resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

APPELLATE COURT (5 DISTRICTS; 9 DIVISIONS) 
34 judges 
Jurisdict ion: 
- Appeals as a :Mtter of right except in 

cases appealable directly to tl)e Supreme 
Court or from judgments of acquittal ir. 
criminal cases. 

- Direct review of administrative ,letiors as 
provided by law. 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
677 circuit and associate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All justiciahle ootters except where the. 

Supreme Court has original and exclusive 
jurisdiction or where the Supreme Court 
exercises discretionary original 
jurisdiction. d 

- Review of administrative action as provi -
ed by law. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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ILLINOIS 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREHE COURT. The Supreme Court sits in 
Springfield, the state capital, and periodically 
in Chicago, and meets for terms beginning on the 
second Honday in September, November, January, 
March, and May of each year. 

(Constitution, Article VI, Section 1; Illinois 
Revised Statutes (hereinafter Ill. Rev. Stat.), 
Chapter 37, §6J 

1.2 Organization. The court does not sit in panels 
or divisions. Four judges constitute a quorum and 
the concurrence of four judges is necessary for a 
deCision. 

(Const., Art. VI, §3J 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has discretionary original 
jurisdiction over cases relating to revenue, manda­
mus, prohibition, or habeas corpus, and jurisdic­
tion as may be necessary to complete determination 
of cases on review. The court has original and ex­
clusive jurisdiction in cases relating to redis­
tricting the General Assembly and the ability of 
the Governor to serve or resume office. The court 
also has jurisdiction over the admission and dis­
cipline of attorneys by Supreme Court rules. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over appeals as a matter of right from judgments 
of the Circuit Court impOSing the qeath sentence. 
The court will provide by r·ule for direct appeal 
from the Circuit Court in other cases. The Supreme 
Court also has appellate jurisdiction over appeals 
from the Appellate Court as a matter of right if a 
constitutional question arises for the first time 
from an Appellate Court action, or on certification 
by the Appellate Court. The court may provide by 
rule for appeals from the Appellate Court in other 
cases. 

[Canst., Art. IV, §3, Art. V, §6, Art. VI, §4; 
Supreme Court Rule 701 et. ~.] 

1.4 Judges (7) 

a. The Chief Justice is elected to a 3-year 
term by his peers. 

b. Supreme Court judges must be United States 
Citizens, must be licensed attorneys-at-law in 
Illinois, and must be residents of their judicial 
districts. Of the seven Supreme Court judges, 
three are selected from the First Judicial District 
(Cook County), and one from each of the other four 
d istri c ts. 

c. Supreme Court judges are initially elected 
on partisan ballots at general or judicial elec­
tions. The candidates can be nominated by party 
primary or by petition. Reelection is by nonparti­
san retention ballot. A judge who seeks to be re­
tained must declare on or before the first Honday 
in December before the general election preceding 
the expiration of his term of office. A three­
fifths majority vote is needed for retention. Su-
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preme Court judges serve 10-year terms. Vacancies 
may be filled by Supreme Court appOintment, or as 
provided by law. 

(Canst., Art. VI, §§3, 10, 11, 12; Ill. Rev. 
Stat., Ch. 46, §7A-l; Director of the Adminis­
trative Office of the Illinois Courts] 

1.5 Administration 
a. General administrative and supervisory 

authority over the entire court system is vested 
in the Supreme Court. The Chief Justice exercises 
this power partially through the Adminstr3tive 
Director. Administrative authority is also 
exercised through the Executive Committee of the 
First Appellate District and through Circuit .Court 
chief judges by means of trial court administrators 
or administrative secretaries, subject to the au­
thority of the Supreme Court. Reference Sections 
3.5 and 5.1. The Chief Justice has no specifically 
defined duties, however, in regard to the adminis­
tration of the Supreme Court. 

b. The Supreme Court employs an assistant who 
serves as director of the research department. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. The clerk's position is authorized by the 
Illinois Constitution, and he is appointed by the 
Supreme Court. The clerk performs clerical duties 
only. 

(Const., Art. VI, §§16, 18; Ill. Rev. Stat., 
Ch. 25, §13; Supreme Court Rule 24; Director 
of the Administrative Office of the Illinois 
Courts] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court has the pOwer 
to make rules of pleading, practice, and procedure 
for the Supreme, Appellate, and Circuit Courts, in 
order to provide for the convenient administration 
of justice and to simplify judicial procedure. 
There is a standing Supreme Court Committee on 
Supreme Court Rules composed of judges and lawyers; 
ad hoc committees are appointed as needed. General 
administrative authority over all courts is vested 
in the Supreme Court and is exercised by the Chief 
Justice in accordance with its rules. 

(Const., Art. VI, §16; Civil Practice Act §2; 
Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Illinois CourtsJ 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 APPELLATE COURT. The Appellate 80urt sits at 
times and places prescribed by Supreme Court rule. 

(Const., Art. VI, §§2, 5; Supreme Court Rule 
22J. 

2.2 Organization. Illinois is divided into five 
judicial districts. The First District consists 
of Cook County; the remainder of the state is di­
vided by law into four multi-county districts of 
substantially equal population. The Supreme Court 
prescribes by rule the number of appellate dlvi­
qions in each judicial district, but there musl 
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be at least one in each. Each Appellate Division 
has at least three j~dges; assignment of appellate 
judges to divisions is made by the Supreme Court. 
The First District has five divisions; the Second, 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth Districts have one divi­
sion each. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§2, 5; Supreme Court Rule 
22(a); Director of the Administrative Office 
of the Illinois Courts] 

2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Appellate Court has original jurisdic­

tion to complete determination of any case on 
review, when necessary. 

b. Appeals from final judgments of the Circuit 
Court are a matter of right to the Appellate Court 
in the judicial district in which the Circuit Court 
is located, except in cas~s appealable directly to 
the Supreme Court. The court has jurisdiction to 
provide direct review of administrative actions as 
provided by law. The court also has jurisdiction 
over such other matters as may be provided by 
Supreme Court rule. 

[Const., Art. VI, §6] 
2.4 Judges (34) 

a. The Appellate Court does not have a chief 
judge over all the divisions. There is a presiding 
judge, however, for each division who is chosen by 
his peers. Presiding judges serve l-year terms. 

b. Appellate Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court judges. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. Appellate Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
judges. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Supreme Court Rule 22(d); Director of the 
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts] 

2.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the divisions of the Appellate 
Court, each Appellate Court Division has a presid­
ing Juage. There are no formal provisions estab­
lished in the Illinois Constitution, statutps, or 
Supreme Court Rules delineating the administrative 
authority or other responsibilities o~ the presid­
ing judges. The research department in each dis­
trict, however, performs duties assigned by the 
presiding judge, or in the case of the First Dis­
trict, by the Executive Committee. The Executive 
Committee of the First Appellate District (made up 
of a judge from each of the five divisions) exer­
cises general administrative authority. 

b. There is no formal provision for an adminis­
trator over all districts of the Appellate Court; 
however, the First District has an administrative 
assistant who performs some duties associated with 
administration. In the other districts, adminis­
trative assistants or the Appellate Court clerk 
perform administrative duties. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks are appointed by the judges of each 
judicial district. They generally perform clerical 
duties only. 

[Const., Art. VI, §18; Ill. Rev. Scat., Ch. 37 
§27; Supreme Court Rule 22 (d)(f), 24; 
Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Illinois Courts] 

2.6 Rule-making. Subject to Supreme Court rules, 
Appellate Courts may make rules regulating their 
dockets, calendars, and business. A majority of 
the Appellate Court judges may adopt rules govern­
ing criminal and civil cases consistent with 
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Supreme Court rules and Illinois statutes, which 
will be uniform throughout the state. 

[Supreme Court Rule 21; civil Practice Act 
§2(2)] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Illinois Courts] 

3.2 Organization. The state is divided into 21 
judicial circuits. Two circuits, Cook County and 
the 18th Circuit (DuPage County), each consist of 
a single county. The other 19 judicial circuits 
are composed of two or more contiguous counties. 
Each judicial circuit has one unified Circuit 
Court. The chief judges of the circuits have 
authority to designate appropriate places for hold­
ing court. The chief judge may enter general 
orders providing for general or specialized divi­
sions. The chief judge of any judicial circuit may 
establish a Harriage Division in any county of the 
circuit. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§7, 7(c); Ill. Rev. Stat., 
Ch. 37, §72.1; Supreme Court Rules 2l(b), 40; 
Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Illinois Courts] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Circuit Court has original jurisdiction 

over all justiciable matters except when the 
Supreme Court has original and exclusive jurisdic­
tion relating to redistricting of the General As­
sembly, the ability of the Governor to serve or re­
sume office, or where the Supreme Court exercises 
discretionary original jurisdiction. It also has 
original jurisdiction to review administrative ac­
tion as provided by law. 

b. The Circuit Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tion. 

[Const., Art" VI, §§4, 9] 
3.4 Judges (677; 383 circuit judges and 294 assoc­
iate judges). There are two categories of judges 
in the Circuit Courts: circuit judges and asso­
ciate judges. Both categories of judges have the 
full constitutional jurisdiction conferred on the 
Circuit Court, however, the Supreme Court, by rule, 
provides for the matters to be assigned to asso­
ciate judges. l~e number of associate judges is 
provided by law based on the population, the number 
of resident circuit judges, and the judicial needs 
of the circuit. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the circuits of the Circuit Court but there is 
a Conference of Chief Circuit Judges (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences) who 
considers problems relating to the administration 
of the Circuit Court. The Conference has a chair­
man. There are chief judges for the individual 
circuits, who are selected by secret ballot by the 
Circuit Court judges and serve at their pleasure. 

b. Circuit COUlt judges and associate judges 
must meet the same qualifications as Supreme Court 
judges. Reference Section 1.4.b. Circuit Court 
judges must also be residents of the units that 
select them. In addition, at least one-fourth of 
the associate judges in the First Judicial District 
(Cook County) must reside outside Chicago. 

c. All judges in the Circuit Court are selected 
in the same manner as Supreme Court judges. Refer­
ence Section l.4.c. Associate judges are elected 
by the Circuit Court judges in each circuit as 
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provided by Supreme Court rule. Circuit Court 
Judges serve 6-year terms. Associate judges st'rve 
4-yt'ill" tenns. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§7(c), 8, 10; Ill. Rev. 
Stat., Ch. 37, §160.2; Supreme Court Rules 39, 
39(a), 42, 295; 1974 Annual Report, p. 26; 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction, p. 92; Director 
of the Administrative Office of the Illinois 
Courts] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no prOVISlon for a chief 

judge over all the circuits of the Circuit Court 
the chief judges for the individual circuits hav~ 
general administrative authority over their courts 
including au~ho:ity to provide for divisions, gen-' 
eral or speclallzed, and for appropriate times and 
places of holding court. This authority is subject 
to the authority of the Supreme Court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the circuits of the Circuit Court. Seven 
circuits have trial court administrators who are 
appointed by the chief judge of the circuit. In 
each of the other circuits, an administrative sec­
retary to the chief judge performs many, if not 
most, of the duties associated with a trial court 
administrator. Administrative secretaries are 
~ppoi~ted by the chief judges. Their responsibil­
ltes 1nclude the following: 

(1) Implementation in administrative matters 
of policies established by the Supreme Court the 
Administrative Director, or the chief judge.' 

, ,(2) Preparation of the budget for the 
CIrCUIt Court. 

" (3) ~s~isting the chief judge in recruiting, 
hlr:ng~ ~raInlng, evaluating, and supervising the 
nonJudlc1al personnel of the Circuit Court. 

. , ~4) Manageme~t of space, equipment, and 
facllltles of the C~rcuit Court. 

(5) Procurement of supplies and services for 
the Circuit Court. 

~6) Prepara~i?n of reports, as required, 
concernIng the admlnlstrative operation of the 
Circuit Court. 

(7) Juror management. 
(8) Study and improvement of case flow and 

calendaring. 
(9) Deve 10pment 0 f improved me thods for 

cour~ operations, in particular, the adoption of 
appll?ab1e modern business and data processing 
technlques. 

c. One clerk of the Circuit Court of each 
county is elected for a 4-year term as provided by 
law and holds office until his successor is 
elected. Circuit Court clerks perform clerical 
duties only. 

[Const., Art. VI, §7(c); Ill. Rev. Stat., Ch. 
25, §§l, 13, Ch. 46, §2A-l5; 1974 Annual 
Report p. 57; Director of the Administrative 
Of lire of the Illinois Courts] 

3.6 Rule-'mak~ng .. Subject to rules of the Supreme 
Court, the C1rcult COurt ma~ make rules regulating 
d?cke~s, ,calend~rs, and business. A majority of 
c~rcult Ju~ges 1n each circuit ~~y adopt rules that 
wl~l,be untfor~ ~hroughout the state governing 
crImlnal and ClV1l cases consistent with Illinois 
statutes and Supreme Court rules. The Circuit 
cou:t may make rules for the orderly disposition of 
bUSlllPSS. 

[Ill. Rev. Stat., Ch. 37, §72.28; Supreme Court 
Rule 21(8); Civil Practice Act §2(2)] 
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Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.0 There are no courts of limited or special 
jurisdiction. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1,G~nera1,administrative authority. General 
adm1nlstratlve and supervisory authority over all 
c?urts is vested in the Supreme Court and is exer­
CIsed by the Chief Justice in accordance with 
Su~reme Court rules. Reference Section 1.5.a. The 
Chlef Justice may make changes in assignments of 
appel~a~e,judges, or temporarily assign judges to 
any dlvl~lon. The Supreme Court may assign judges 
temporarIly to any court and assign retired judges 
to judicial service. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§15(a), 16; Supreme Court 
Rule 22(b)] 

5.2 Administrative Office 
a. The Administrative Office is authorized by 

the Illinois Constitution, Art. VI, §16. 
b. Administrative Director 

(1) The position of Administrative Director 
is authorized by the Illinois Constitution, Art. 
VI, §l6. 

(2) The Adminictrative Director is infor­
mally required to have a law degree. He is 
selected by the Supreme Court. 

(3) The Administrative Director has a number 
of responsibilities relating to personnel and fis­
cal management, the collection and analysis of use­
ful information, secretariat functions for several 
court commissions and committees, and public 
informat';'on. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative 
?ffice,mai~tains two offices: the headquarters is 
In ~pr~ngfte~d and the other is in Chicago. The 
o~flces Conslst of 36 people: 11 professionals 
(Including the Administrative Director) and 25 
c~erical personnel. The professional staff pro­
vLdes support services in the following areas: 
systems analysis, computer operations, records man­
a~ement, and forms development; probation coordina­
tlon, court reporting, trial court administration, 
court coordination, faciliti~s management, and 
other Court services; accounting, budgeting, and 
pur?hasing; education, library services, and publi­
:at~o~s; per~onnel systems, office management, and 
J~dlClal ass!gn~ents; legislative, executive, pub­
llC, and medLa lnformation, legislative liaison 
and executivp liaison; and in planning and rese~rch 
~ct~v~ties, wh~ch include statistical compilation, 
Judlcla1 plannlng, research, evaluation, statisti­
cal analysis, legal services, and legislative 
drafting. 

[Const., Art. VI, §16; 1974 Annual Report, pp. 
52-53, 65-66, 72-73; Supreme Court Rule 41; 
Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Courts 
Commission; Director of the Administrative 
Office of the Illinois Courts] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.0 There are no quasi-judicial officers in 
Illinois. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1.1 Judi:ia1 Inquiry ~oar~ •. The Judicial Inquiry 
Board conslsts of two c~rcult Judgps appointed by 
the Supreme Court, four nonlawyers (only two which 
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may be member.~ of the same political party) ap­
pointed by the Governor, and three lawyers (only 
two of which may be members of the same political 
party) appointed by the Governor. They serve 4-
yesr terms. No member may serve more than 8 years. 

[Const., Art. VI, §lS(b)j 
7.2.1 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Judicial Inquiry Board is convened permanently, 
with authority to conduct investigations, receive 
or initiate complaints concerning a judge or asso­
ciate judge, and file complaints with the Courts 
Commission (reference Section 7.1.2 below). Five 
members must agree on a reasonable basis to file a 
complaint. All proceedings of the board are con­
fidential except the filing of a complaint with the 
Courts Commission. The board will prosecute the 
complaint. 

[Const., Art. VI, §lS(d)j 

,~. 
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7.1.2 Courts Commission. The Courts Commission 
consists of one Supreme Court judge appointed by 
the Supreme Court who acts as chairman, two appel­
late judges appointed by the Appellate Court, and 
two circuit judges appointed by the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §lS(e)j. 
7.2.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Courts Commission is convened permanently to hear 
complaints initiated by the Judicial Inquiry Board 
and make rulings on the disposition of such com­
plaints. It has authority after notice and public 
hearing to remove, suspend without pay, censure, 
or reprimand a judge for misconduct, and to suspend 
with or without payor retire a judge for disabil­
ity. 

In addition, judicial officerp. may b~ impeached 
by the legislature. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§l4, 15] 

.' ..... 
i 
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Figure 1 Indiana court system, 1980 
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INDIANA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court sits in 
Indianapolis. The term of court is coterminous 
with the calendar year. 

[Indiana Statutes Annotated (hereinafter 
I.S.A.) Section 33-1-6-1) 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. Three judges constitute a 
quorum. 

[I.S.A. §33-2.l-2-1] 
1.3 Juri'diction 

a. The Supreme Court may issue any writ neces­
sary or appropriate to the exercise of its appel­
late jurisdiction. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over all cases that it may restrict by court rule. 
The only appeals that must be taken directly to the 
Supreme Court are those from judgments in criminal 
cases where a penalty of death or imprisonment for 
more than 10 years is imposed. In all criminal 
appeals, the court may review any question of law, 
and review and revise the sentence imposed in a 
trial court. 

[Constitution, Article 7, Section 4; Indiana 
Rules of Appellute Procedure (hereinafter 
I.R.A.P.), Rule 4] 

1.4 Justices (5) 
a. The Chief Justice is selected by the Judi­

cial Nominating Commission (reference Table 12: 
Characteristics of judicial nominating commissions) 
for a 5-year term. The commission may reappoint 
the Chief Justice. 

b. ~upreme Court justir.~s must be lawyers with 
either 5 years experience on the be~ch or 10 years 
experience in the practice of law. They must 
retire at age 75. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appointed by the 
Governor to a 2-year term from a list of three 
nominees provided by the Judicial Nominating Com­
mission. If the Governor fails to make the 
appointment within 60 days of receipt of the list, 
the Chief Justice (or acting Chief Justice) makes 
the selection. After serving the initial 2-year 
term, justices must face a retention election for 
a full 10-year term. 

[Const., Art. 7, §§3, 10; J.S.A. §§33-2.1-5-1, 
33-2.1-7-8, 33-5-43.2-1, 33-9-1-1, 33-9-1-2, 
33-13-1-2; The Key to Judicial Herit Selection: 
The Nominating.Process) 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief jUCltice has the power of general 

supervision over the judicial system. He exercises 
this supervision through the Executive Director, 
the Supreme Court administrator, the court adminis­
trators, Superior Court chief/presiding judges, 
Superior Court senior judges, and the presiding 
judge of the Hunicipal Court of Marion County. 
Reference Section 5.1 (General administrative 
authority). The Chief Justice has no specifically 
articulated duties with regard to the administra-
tion of the Supreme Court. 227 

b. A Supreme Court administrator is appointed 
by the Chief Justice. He serves as head of the 
Division of Supreme Court Administration, one of 
the two divisions of the Office of Judicial Admin­
istration. Reference Section 5.1 (General admin­
istrative authority). The Supreme Court admini~­
trator performs such duties as prescribed by mem­
bers of the court. 

c. The Supreme Court clerk is elected to a 4-
year term by the voters of the state in a general 
election. He is responsible for keeping regular 
office hours; maintaining the dockets, records, and 
fees of the court; certifying opinions of the 
court; and making specified reports to the court. 

[Const., Art. 7, §3; I.S.A. §§33-2.1-7-1, 
33-2.1-7-4, 33-15-1-1 to 33-15-6-1] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court has the exclu­
sive power to promulgate rules of procedure for all 
courts in the state. Court rules supersede pro­
cedural statutes. The Supreme Court sets adminis­
trative policy and promulgates administrative 
rules. 

[Const., Art. 4, §22; I.S.A. §§2-5-8-1, 
33-10.5-7-2, 33-13-14-4] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The Court of Appeals sits 
in Indianapolis for a term coterminous with the 
calendar year. 

[I.S.A. §§33-l-6-1, 33-2.1-2-3] 
2.2 Organization. The court sits in 3-judge 
panels. Each panel hears appeals from a desig~ated 
geographical district of the state. Presently, the 
court has four distri~ts. 

[I.S.A. §3~-2.1-2-2; 1978 Annual Report, p. 2) 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Gourt of Appeals has no original juris­
diction. The court may review decisions of the 
Full Industrial Board, the Review Board of the 
Employment Security Division, and the Public 
Service Commission. 

b. The Supreme Court rules specify the condi­
tions under which appeals are made. An appeal as 
a matter of right must be available in all cases, 
including a review of sentences in criminal cases. 
E~cept for those criminal cases where a penalty of 
death or imprisonment for 10 years or more and 
where appeal is made directly to the Supreme Court 
(reference Section 1.3.b), the appeal of right is 
to the Court of Appeals. The court is also 
empowered to hear interlocutory appeals. 

[Const., Art. 7, §6; I.R.A.P., Rule 4] 
2.'1 Judges (12) 

a. The chief judge of the Court of Appeals is 
selected by his peers. He serves in this role for 
a term of 3 years, effective from the date of his 
appointment. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
pnce Section 1.4.b. 



c. Court of Appeals judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[I.S.A. §33-2.l-2-4) 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judge of the Court or Appeals has 
no specifically articulated administrative duties 
other than to assign a replacement when a judge 
disqualifies himself. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court also serves 
the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 1.5.c. 

[I.S.A. §§33-2.l-2-5, 33-3-1-3) 
2.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sits for a term 
coterminous with the calendar year. 

[I.S.A. §33-1-6-l) 
3.2.1 Organization. The state is divided into 88 
circuits containing either 1 or 2 counties. Court 
is held at each county seat. Some Circuit Courts 
have established Small Claims Divisions. 

[I.S.A. §33-4-l-4.1 to §33-4-1-88.2] 
3.3.1 Jurisdiction 

8. The jurisdiction of the Circuit Court is not 
uniform among all courts. The Circuit Court exer­
cises jurisdiction over all criminal cases, all 
civil cases in law or equity, divorce actions, 
estate settlements, and guardianships unless 
another court created within the circuit has been 
granted jurisdiction over such cases. Small claims 
cases are kept separated on the Small Claims Docket 
in those counties where it has been created by law. 
Where established, they hear civil cases up to 
$1,500 and possessory actions where the maximum 
amount involved does not exceed $500 per month. 

b. The Circurt Court has concurrent appellate 
jurisdiction with the Superior Court over judgments 
from the Small Claims Court of Marion County. 

[Const., Art. 7, §8; I.S.A. §32-2.1-6-4, 
§33-4-l-4.l to §33-4-l-87.2, §33-4-4-3; Indiana 
Trial Courts] 

3.4.1 Judges (88) 
a. The Circuit Court does not have a chief 

judge over all the circuits or presiding judges for 
the individual circuits. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be residents of 
their judicial circuits and must be members of the 
state bar, or must have been judicial officers of 
the state or a municipality. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their respective counties. 

[Const., Art. 7, §7; I.S.A. §§33-4-4-1, 33-13-
9-1) 

3.5.1 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the circuits or for presiding judges for 
the individual circuits. Each court is an autono­
mous unit. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
ever all the Circuit Courts. In counties with more 
th&n 100,000 population, the judges of the Circuit 
Court, Superior Court, and Probate Court sit in 
committee and elect to establish the position of 
court administrator. If the judges decide to 
create the position, they are empowered to specify 
the duties of the court administrator. 

c. Circuit Court clerks, or county clerks as 
they are called, are elected to 4-year terms by 

the voters of their respective counties. The 
clerks' duties include endorsing all official 
court papers, administering oaths, and collecting 
and accounting for all court fees and fines. 

[I.S.A. §§33-1-l2-1, 33-1-12-2, 33-1-12-4, 
33-15-11-1 to 33-15-11-6; Executive Director) 

3.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

3.1.2 SUPERIOR COURT. The court sits for a term 
coterminous with the calendar year. 

[I.S.A. §33-1-6-l) 
3.2.2 Organization. The Superior Court is estab­
lished on the county level. Each court was created 
through separate legislation and the orgllnization 
of the court depends upon the jurisdiction con­
ferred upon each court. Reference Section 3.3.2 
below. 

[LS.A. §33) 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The jurisdiction of the Superior Court 
varies from court to court. Thirteen Superior 
Courts simply have concurrent jurisdiction with the 
Circuit Court. Reference Section 3.3.l.a. Four­
teen courts exercise concurrent jurisdiction with 
the Circuit Court with the exception of probate 
and/or juvenile jurisdiction, which remains exclu­
sively with the Circuit Court. six Superior Courts 
retllin exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile or pro­
bate matters in addition to concurrent jurisdiction 
with the Circuit Court in all other matters. Four 
Superior Courts have unique jurisdiction. Each 
has concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit rourt 
in most matters, with exclusive jurisdiction in 
others. One court retains exclusive jurisdiction 
over juvenile and domestic relations cases; one 
retains exclusive small claims and misdemeanor 
jurisdiction; another retains small claims, pro­
bate, and juvenile jurisdiction; and one has exclu­
sive jurisdiction over probate, misdemeanor, and 
small claims cases. 
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b. The Superior Court has concurrent appellate 
jurisdiction with the Circuit Court over judgments 
from the Small Claims Court of Marion County. 

[I.S.A. §33-5-5.1 to §33-5-47-7; Indiana Trial 
Courts) 

3.4.~es (83) 
a. There is no provLsLon for a chief judge over 

all the counties that have a Superior Court. The 
judges of some of the individual courts select a 
chief judge or a presiding judge from among their 
members. This most often occurs in a unified 
Superior court of a particular county. 

b. Superior Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Circuit Court judges. Reference 
Section 3.4.l.b. 

c. The judges of four of the Superior Cou"ts 
are appointed by the Gov~rnor from Il list presented 
to him by the counties' Judicial Nominating Commis­
sion (reference Table 12: Characteristics of ju­
dicial nominating commissions). Aftpr appoi ntmt'nt, 
the judges serve 2 years and then are subject to a 
retention election for a full 6-year term. Judges 
of the remaining 31 courts are elected at partisan 
elections to 6-year terms. 

[I.S.A. §33-S-5.5-l to §33-5-47-10] 
3.5.2 Administration 

a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 
judge over all the counties that have a Superior 
Court, there are chief judges or presiding judges 
for some of the individual courts. They have no 
specifically articulated administrative duties, but 
in practice they carry out administrative duties 
for their respective courts. The senior judges of 

divisions of the larger Superior Courts are respon­
sible for the administration of their respective 
divisions. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the counties that have a Superior Court. 
Reference Section 3.5.1.b (Administration). 

c. Circuit Court clerks serve as clerks for the 
Superior Court. Reference Section 3.5.l.c 
(Administration). 

[I.S.A. §33-5-29.5-8; Executive Director) 
3.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 COUNTY COURT. The court sits for a term 
coterminous with'the calendar year. 

[I.S.A. §33-l-6-l) 
4.2.1 Organization. 
approximately 65 of 
two counties each. 
sions of the court. 

There is a County Court in 
92 counties. Six courts serve 
There are no specialized divi-

[I.S.A. §33-l0.5-l-5j 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

Executive Director) 

a. The County Court has original and concurrent 
jurisdiction in all class D felony, misdemeanor, 
infraction, and ordinance violation cases; and 
original jurisdiction in cases involving a request 
for a surety of the peace. The court also has 
original and concurrent jurisdiction in all civil 
cases founded on contract or tort in which the debt 
or damage does not exceed $3,000; landlord-tenant 
possessory actions where the rent reserved does not 
exceed $500 a month; and original exclusive juris­
diction in other possessory actions where the prop­
erty value does not exceed $3,000. Where a defen­
dant is charged with a crime not within the juris­
diction of the court, it may hold the defendant to 
bail in an equal amount of either cash or surety. 

b. The County Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[I.S.A. §33-10.5-3-l) 
4.4.1 Judges (65) 

a. The County Court does not have a presiding 
judge. 

b. County Court judges must be citizens of the 
United States, must be residents of Indiana, must 
be members of the Indiana Bar, and must be less 
than 70 years old at the start of their terms. 
Judges may not practice law while in office. 

c. County Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the voters of each county, or the voters 
of two counties if the judge is required to serve 
two counties. In multi-judge counties, each judge­
ship is subject to separate election. 

[I.S.A.§§33-l0.5-4-1, 33-10.5-4-2, 33-10.5-6-1, 
33-10.5-6-6; Executive Director) 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for prE>.siding judges 

for the County Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the County Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Circuit Court clerks serve as clerks for the 
County Court and perform the same functions with 
respect to the operation of the County Court. 
Reference Section 3.5.l.c (Admlnistration). 

[I.S.A. §33-l0.5-8-2) 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 PROBATE COURT (St. Joseph). The court sits 
for a term coterminous with the calendar year. 

[I.S.A. §33-l-6-l) 
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4.2.2 Organization. There is a single Probate 
Court in the state located in St. Joseph County. 
There are no specialized divisions of rhe court. 

[I.S.A. §33-8-2-l) 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Probate Court has concurrent jurisdLc­
tion with the Superior Court of St. Joseph County 
in all probate matters and exclusive jurisdiction 
in all juvenile cases in the county. 

b. The Probate Court has no Ilppellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[I.S.A. §§33-8-2-9, 33-8-2-10] 
4.4.2 Judges (1) 

a. Since there is only one judge, the Probate 
Court does not have a presiding judge. 

b. The Probate Court judge must meet the same 
qualifications as Circuit Court judges. Reference 
Section 3.4.1.b. 

c. The Probate Court judge is elected to a 6-
year term by the voters of St. Joseph County. 

[I.S.A. §§33-8-2-3, 33-13-9-1] 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. There is no provision for a presiding judge 
for the Probate Court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Probate Court. Reference Section 3.5.l.b. 

c. The St. Joseph County Circuit Court clerk 
serves as clerk of the Probate Court and performs 
the same duties with respect to the operation of 
the Probate Court. Reference Section 3.5.l.c. 

[I.S.A. §§33-8-2-4, 33-8-2-5] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.3 MUNICIPAL COURT OF ~~ION COUNTY. The court 
sits for a term coterminous with the calendar year. 

[I.S.A. §33-l-6-l) 
4.2.3 Organization. The only Municipal Court in 
the state is located in Marion County. The geo­
graphic jurisdiction of the court extends to the 
city-county consolidation of Indianapolis-Marion. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[I.S.A. §33-6-l-l; 1978 Annual Report) 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court of Marion County has 
original and concurrent jurisdiction wi~h the Su­
perior and Circuit Courts in all actions where the 
amount in controversy does not exceedi $12,500 and 
in all possessory actions between landlord and 
tenant regardless of amount. The court's criminal 
jurisdi tion extends to all municipal ordinance 
violations and all misdemeanor violations of traf­
fic laws. Original jurisdiction, concurrent with 
the Superior and Circuit Courts, is exercised over 
all misdemeanors and all Class D felonies. 

b. The Municipal Court of Marion County has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[I.S.A. §33-6-l-2; Executive Director] 
~.4.3 Judges (15) 

a. The presiding judge is designated upon his 
appointment to the court. He serves in this role 
for a term of 4 years. 

b. Municipal Court of Marion County judges must 
be United States citizens, must be lawyers with 5 
years of experience in the state and 3 years of ex­
perience in the county, and must have been resi­
dents of the county for at least 3 years. No more 
than eight judges can be of the same political 
party. 

c. Municipal Court of Marion County judges are 
appointed to 4-year terms from a list of nominees 
provided by the Judicial Nominating Commission 
(reference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions). 



[1.S.A. §33-6-1-12] 
4.5.3 Administration 

a. TI1e presiding judge assigns cases, court­
rooms, and offices and, unless he establishes rules 
to handle the matter, he decides all matters of 
trial dates, continuances, and sUbpoenas. 

b. TI1ere is no provision for an administrator 
for the Hunicipal Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. TI1e Harion County Circuit Court clerk serves 
aE clerk of the }runicipal Court. 

[1.S.A. §§33-6-1-3, 33-6-1-7] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. TI1e court is authorized to 
promulgate procedural rules not inconsistent with 
state law. 

[1.S.A. §33-6-l-3.1] 

4.1.4 SHALL CLAlHS COURT OF HARION COUNTY. TI1e 
court sits for a term coterminous with the calendar 
year. 

[1.S.A. §33-1-6-l] 
4.2.4 Organiz~tion. TI1ere is a division of the 
Harion County Small Claims Court in every township 
of Harion County with 15,000 population unless the 
township chooses not to have such a court. TI1e 
court has eight divisions based on township lines. 
Territorial jurisdiction extends throughout the 
county. TI1is is not a court of record. 

[1.S.A. §§33-l1.6-1-5, 33-11.6-1-4, 
33-11.6-2-1; 1978 Annual Report] 

4.3.4 Jurisdiction 
a. TI1e Harion County Small Claims Court has 

original and concurrent jurisdiction with the Cir­
cuit, Superior, and Huni.cipal Courts in all civil 
actions founded on contract or tort in \/hich the 
amount in controversy does not exceed $1,500; in 
possessory actions between landlord and tenant in 
which the past due rent does not exceed $1,500; and 
in actions for the possession of property of less 
than $1,500 in value. 

b. TI1e Harion County Small Claims Court has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[1.S.A. §§33-ll.6-4-2, 33-11.6-4-3] 
4.4.4 Judges (8) 

a. TI1e Harion County Small Claims Court does 
not have a presiding judge. 

b. Harion County Small Claims Court judges must 
be United States citizens, must have been residents 
of the state and county for at least 1 year prior 
to taking office, and must be "of high moral char­
acter and reputation." Judges must be attorneys 
unless they were justices of the peace on December 
31, 1975, and had held that office for at least 1 
year. 

c. Harion County Small Claims Court judges are 
elected to 4-year terms by the voters of the town­
ships in which the divisions are located. 

(I.S.A. §§33-l1.6-3-l, 33-11.6-3-2, 
33-11.6-3-4; Executive Director] 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. TI1ere is no provision for a presiding judge 

for the Small Claims Court of Marion County. 
b. TI1ere is no provision for an administrator 

for the Small Claims Court of Marion County. Ref­
erence Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. TI1e court is furnished with a clerk by the 
township. TI1ere are no formal provisions for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerk. 

(1. S.A. §33-11.6-8-3] 
4.6.4 Rule-making. Statute requires that the court 
use a simplified procedure that will allow any 
person to bring his case before the court without 
the aid of an attorney. 

[1.S.A. §33-ll.6-4-6] 

230 

4.1.5 CITY COURT. Regular sessions of the court 
are held at a place provided and designated by the 
common council. 

[1.S.A. §18-1-l4-5] 
4.2.5. Organization. TI1e judicial power of every 
city of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th class is vested 
in a Ci ty Court. 

[1.S.A. §18-1-l4-1] 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

a. TI1e City Court has criminal jurisdiction in 
misdemeanors where there is a fine less than $500 
and a sentence less than 6 months. TI1e court also 
has jurisdiction over city ordinance violations. 
TI1e City Court has civil jurisdiction in civil 
actions under $500 (varies to $2,500). 

b. The City Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Court Organization Chart) 
4.4.5 Judges (47) 

a. TI1e City Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. There are no statutory qualifications for 
City Court judges. 

c. City Court judges are elected for 4-year 
terms by the voters of their respective cities at 
the same time and in the same manner as other city 
officers. 

[l.S.A. 18-1-14-5(a») 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. TI1ere are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the City Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the City Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. In cities of the 1st and 2nd class, the 
city clerk serves as the clerk of the City Court. 
He has the responsibility for administering oaths, 
issuing all process of the court, and affixing the 
seal of the court. He also has responsibility for 
keeping a complete record and docket of all cases, 
and collecting all fees, fines, penalties, forfei­
tures, judgments, executions, and moneys. In 
cities of the 3rd and 4th class, the judge may act 
as clerk and may perform all duties, so far as ap­
plicable, listed above. 

[I.S.A. §§18-1-14-5, 18-1-14-8) 
4.6.5 Rule-making. The City Court judge has full 
power and authority to make and adopt rules and 
regulations for conducting the business of his 
court not inconsistent with state law. 

[1.S.A. §18-1-14-6] 

4.1.6 TOWN COURT. TI1e Town Court judge holds such 
sessions of the court as the business of the court 
demands at a place provided and designated by the 
Board of Trustees of the town. 

[1.S.A. §18-1-14-3) 
4.2.6 Organization. TI1e judicial power of every 
town may be vested in a TO~1 Court upon ordinance 
of the town Board of Trustees that creates such a 
Court. TI1is does not apply to any town located in 
a county having a population greater than 200,000 
according to the last census. 
4.3.6 Jurisdiction 

a. TI1e Town Court has criminal jurisdiction in 
misdemeanors where there is a fine less than $500 
and a sentence less than 6 months. TI1e court also 
has jurisdiction over city ordinance violations. 

b. The Town Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Court Organization Chart] 
4.4.6 Judges (19) 

a. The- Town Court does not have presiding 
judges. 
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b. There are no statutory qualifications for 
Town Court judges. 

c. Town Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the voters of their respective towns at 
the same time and in the same manner as the other 
town officers. When a vacancy occurs in the office 
of judge, the vacancy is filled by appointment by 
the president of the town Board of Trustees until 
the successor can be elected at the next election 
of town officers. 

[I.S.A §§18-l-l4-3, 18-1-14-4] 
4.5.6 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Town Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Town Court. 

c. The judge acts as his own clerk. 
[I.S.A. §18-1-14-2] 

4.6.6 Rule-making. The powers of a Town Court 
judge are the same as those prescribed for a City 
Court judge. Re ference Sec tion 4.6.5. 

[r.S.A. §18-l-14-3] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The adminis­
trative organs of the state judicial system have 
been placed under the auspices of the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court. Within his office is the 
Office of Judicial Administration, which consists 
of the Division of Supreme Court Administration and 
the Division of State Court Administration. Refer­
ence Sections 1.5.a and 1.5.b. 

[I.S.A. §33-2.l-7-1] 
5.2 Division of State Court Administration 

a. The division was created by statute. It is 
one of the two divisions that mak~ up the Office 
of Judicial Administration. 

b. Executive Director 
(1) The vosition of Executive Director is 

statutorily authorized by I.S.A. §33-2.1-7.1. 
(2) There are no formal requirements for the 

position of Executive Director. In practice, he 
is expected to be an attorney. He is appointed by 
and serves at the pleasure of the Supreme Court. 

(3) The Division of State Court Administra­
tion and the Executive Director are charged with 
examining the practices of the clerks' offices and 
other offices serving the courts and making recom­
mendations for necessary improvements; collecting 
and compiling statistics; and publishing reports 
on caseloads, budg~t, and the operations of the 
courts. 

c. Office organization. The Chief Justice is 
empowered to appoint the personnel of the Division 
of State Court Administration. The office consists 
of 5 people: the Executive Director, the assistant 
direc~or, and three secretaries. The professional 
staff provides support services in the following 
areas: systems analysis, forms development, and 
field representation; court coordination and other 
court services; legislative, executive, public, and 
media information, legislative liaison, and execu­
tive liaison; and planning and research activities, 
which include statistical compilation, judicial 
planning, research, evaluation, statistical analy-
sis, and legislative drafting. . 

[I.S.A. §33-2.1-7-l to §33-2.1-7-3; Executive 
Director] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 ALL TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.1 Masters 

a. Masters are appointed by the court with the 
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concurrence of the Supreme Court. There are no 
formal qualifications. 

b. Cases are referred to masters by an order 
of the court, which expressly states their powers 
and duties. Subject to limitations expressed in 
the reference order, masters may hear evidence, 
rule on its admissability, administer oaths, and 
call witnesses. The master files a report of his 
proceedings with the court. 

[Trial Rule 53(A), 53(C), 53(E)] 

6.1.2 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.2 Probate commissioner 

a. The judges of the courts in counties of over 
7,000 population are authorized to appoint probate 
con~issioners. They must be residents of the 
county and "competent person[s]." 

b. Commissioners are empowered to make and 
enforce all rules necessary for the protection of 
trusts assigned to them and to take actions neces­
sary to enforce the rules of the court and expedite 
the business of the court with reference to probate 
matters. In counties with more than 60,000 popula­
tion, commissioners may hear evidence and make 
reports on their findings to the court. 

[I.S.A. §§29-2-2-l, 29-2-2-5, 29-2-4-1] 

6.1.3 CIRCUIT COURT, SUPERIOR COURT, AND MUNICIPAL 
COURT OF MARION COUNTY 
6.2.3 Master commissioner 

a. Master commissioners are appointed by the 
court. They must be attorneys and must be resi­
dents of the counties where the courts are located. 

b. Commissioners are authorized to take and 
certify affidavits and depositions, administer 
oaths and affirmations, issue and enforce sub­
poenas, conduct preliminary hearings, issue search 
warrants, and issue arrest warrants and set bond 
thereon. Commissioners are also empowered to han­
dle certain chancery matters such as examining the 
condition and operation of trusts and estates. 
They have the power to issue and enforce subpoenas 
in the furtherance of these duties. In such cases, 
the commissioner files a report with the court for 
its action on the matter. 

[I.S.A. §34-1-25-l to §34-1-25-3] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Qualifications. The 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals Judicial Nomi­
nating Commission (reference Table 12: Character­
istics of judicial nominating commissions) also 
serve as a Commission on Judicial Qualifications. 
The commission consists of the Chief Justice or his 
designate as chairman; three attorneys, elected by 
the state bar; and three lay persons, selected by 
the Governor. 

[Const., Art. 7, §9; I.S.A. §§33-2.1-4-l, 
33-2.1-4-2, 33-2.1-5-2] 

7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Upon 
receiving a complaint, the commission notifies the 
accused judge, who must file an answer within 20 
days. The commission will then eith~r conduct a 
hearing itself or request the Supreme Court to 
appoint three judges, active or retired, of courts 
of record to serve as special masters and to con­
duct a hearing. l~e hearing is recorded verbatim 
and formal rules of evidence apply. If the hearing 
is before a master, he must make a report to the 
commission and the accused has the right to file an 
objection to the report. The commission makes its 
recommendations to the Supreme Court who takes 
final action. 

[I.S.A. §33-2.1-5-5 to §33-2.l-S-19] 

.\' 

IOWA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SuPREME COURT. The court meets at the seat of 
government and holds three regular terms each year. 

[Code of Iowa 1977 (hereinafter Code) Section 
684.5] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court may be divided 
into divisions of three or. more judges as pre­
scribed by rule. The divisions may hold open 
court separately and cases may be submitted t~ 

each division separately. 
[Code §684.2] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court may issue all necessary 

writs to conduct the business of the court. 
b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 

only in cases in chancery, and constitutes a court 
for the correction of errors at law. 

[Constitution, Article V, Section 4; Code 
§684.1] 

1.4 Justices (9) 
a. The Chief Justice is selected by his peers. 

He serves for the remainder of his term and is 
eligible for reselection. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be members of 
the state bar. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of nominees submitted by the 
State Judicial Nominating Commission (reference 
Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating 
commissions). They serve for 1 year after appoint­
ment, at which time they must stand for retention 
in general elections. If retained, they serve 8-
year terms. 

[Const., Art. V, §§lS, 17, 18; Code §684.4] 
1.5 Administration 

a. The Supreme Court exercises administration 
and supervision over the entire Court system 
through the Chief Justice, assisted by the Court 
Administrator of the Judicial Department, who ex­
ercises general supervisory powers over the unified 
District Court. The Chief Justice also serves as 
chairman 0 f the Judicia 1 Council (re ference Table 
29: Judicial councils and conferences). Also ref­
erence Section 5.1 (General administrative author­
ity). The Chief Justice has no specifically ar­
ticulated duties with regard to the administration 
of the Supreme Court. 

b. The Court Administrator of the Judicial 
Department serves as the administrator for the 
Supreme Court. Reference Section 5.2.b (state­
level administrator). 

c. The justices of the Supreme Court appoint a 
clerk to serve a 4-year term. There are no formal 
provisions for assigning administrative duties to 
the clerk. In practice, the clerk provides super­
vision over the following duties: the docketing 
and monitoring of cases appealed to the Supreme 
Court, the granting of extensions of time, the set-
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ting of motions for hearing, the administration of 
the state bar examination and the election of ju­
dicial nominating commissioners, the maintenance 
of a docket of senior judges, the maintenance of a 
list of certified short-hand reporters and attor­
neys admitted to the bar, and other general record­
keeping responsibilities. 

[Code §§46.9, 115.7, 685.1, 685.2; Rules of 
Appellate Procedure 22 (h, i); Supreme Court 
Rules 103, 108; Court Administrator] 

1.6 Rule-making. The legislature grants the Su­
preme Court power to prescribe all rules of plead­
ing, practice, and procedure, and to prescribe the 
forms of process, writs, and notices for all civil 
proceedings for all courts in the state. It also 
has the power to prescribe rules of appellftte pro­
cedure. Any such rules and forms prescribed by the 
Supreme Court must be reported to the General 
Assembly and are subject to any changes made by the 
General Assembly. Statutes provide that the Su­
preme Court is to promulgate rules providing for 
the assignment of causes for hearing. The Supreme 
Court must also adopt n,les for the administration 
of the courts. 

[Code §§684.9, 684.18, 684.19, 684.21] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The court meets at the seat 
of government. It holds annual terms and is Ln 
continuous session. 

[Code §§684.32, 684.33] 
2.2 Organization. The Court of Appeals has state­
wide jurisdiction. The court does not sit in 
panels or divisions. 

[Code §684.35] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals is empowered to issue 
writs and other process necessary for the exercise 
and enforcement of its jurisdiction. 

b. The Court of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­
tion only in cases in chancery. The court has sub­
ject matter jurisdiction in all civil actions and 
proceedings, all criminal actions, all postconvic­
tion remedy proceedings, and judgments of district 
judges in small claims actions. The jurisdiction 
of the court is limited to those matters for which 
an appeal has been brought before the Supreme 
Court, and for which the Supreme Court has entered 
an order transferring the matter to the Court of 
Appeals. Any action or proceeding filed with the 
Supreme Court for appeal or review may be trans­
ferred by the Supreme Court to the Court of 
Appeals by issuing an order of transfer. 

[Code §§684.1, 684.35] 
2.4 Judges (5) 

a. The chief judge is elected to a 2-year term 
by majority vote of the judges of the Court of Ap­
peals. 
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b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer'­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

designated as judges of the Juvenile Court by the 
chief judge of the judicial district. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.c. After 1 year following initial 
appointment, Court of Appeals judges must stand for 
retention in general elections. If retained, they 
serve 6-year terms. 

(3) Full-time judicial magistrates. As of 
July 1, 1974, full-time magistrates have concurrent 
jurisdiction with district associate judges. 

(4) Part-time judicial magistrates. Part­
time judicial magistrates have jurisdiction in pre­
liminary hearing cases; nonindictable misdemeanors, 
including traffic and ordinance violations; search 
warrant proceedings; small claims; emergency hos­
pitalization proceedings, and miscellaneous 
actions. 

[Code §§46.16, 684.34, 684.43] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The Chie f Judge supervises tl1e affairs 0 f 
the court. 

b. The Court Administrator of the Judicial 
Department serves as the administrator for the 
Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.b (state­
level administrator). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court acts as clerk 
of the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 1.5.c. 
Subject to the approval of the Supreme Court, he 
may appoint a deputy clerk for the performance of 
duties relating to the Court of Appeals. 

[Code §§684.19, 684.48, 684.49] 
2.6 Rule-making. The Court of Appeals, subject to 
the approval of the Supreme Court, may prescribe 
rules of appellate procedure and other rules for 
conductin~ business for the Court of Appeals, not 
i.n conflict with rules of the Supreme Court. Rules 
must be approved by the legislature. 

[Code §§684.19, 684.37] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[Code §602.10] 
3.2 Organization. For the purposes of administra­
tion and ordinary judicial fu.lctions, the state is 
divided into eight multi-county judicial districts. 
The state is divided into 13 judicial election di~­
tricts for the purposes of nomination and appoint­
ment of district judges, the application of the 
judgeship formula, the removal of judicial magis­
trates, and the appointment of substitute and reg­
ular full-time judicial magistrates. Court must 
be held at the places in each county as designated 
by the chief judge of the judicial district, except 
for the determination of matters not requiring a 
jury, When court may be held at some other place 
in the district with the Cons~nt of the parties. 
When regular or assl)ciate district judges or full­
time magistrates are hearing juvenile cases, the 
District Court is known as the Juvenile Court. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[Code §§602.18, 602.5; 1976 Annual Statistical 
Report, Iowa Judiciary (hereinafter Iowa Judi­
ciary), pp. 32-33] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has general and original 
jurisdiction over all actions and proceedings in­
cluding juvenile matters. Jurisdiction of the 
Court is divided between the various types of judi­
cial officers as follows: 

(1) District judges. District judges pos­
sess the full jurisdiction of the District Court, 
including the jurisdiction of the judicial magis­
Crates. 

(2) District associate judges. Associate 
judges have the same jurisdiction as part-time mag­
istrates (see (4) below) in addition to jurisdic­
tion over indictable misdemeanors, civil actions 
for money judgments where the amount in controversy 
does not exceed $3,000, and juvenile cases when 
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b. The Iowa District Court is the state's uni­
fied trial court. Therefore, the court has no ap­
pellate jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. V, §l; Code §§231.1, 602.1, 
602.4, 602.32, 602.60; Iowa Judiciary, pp. 25, 
29-30; Court Administrator] 

3.4 Judges. Ninety-two full-time and 3 part-time 
district judges, 13 district associate judges, 17 
regular full-time magistrates, 9 substitute full­
time magistrates, and 166 part-time magistrates 
serve as judicial officers in the District Court. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the districts of the District Court. The Chief 
Justice, with the approval of the Supreme Court, 
appoints a chief judge for each district from among 
the district judges of the district for a 2-year 
term, after which he is eligible for reappointment. 

b. Qualifications 
(1) District judges. District judges must 

be residents of the districts in which they are 
elected. They must be licensed attorneys. 

(2) District associate judges. District 
associate judges must be licensed attorneys. 

(3) Judicial magistrates. Judicial magis­
trates must be voters of their counties and must 
be less than 72 years of age. Full-time magis­
trates must be licensed to practice law. A license 
to practice law is not required for part-time mag­
istrates; however, the County Judicial Magistrate 
Appointing Connnission (r~ference Table 12: Charac­
teristics of judicial moninating connnissions) must 
first consider licensed attorneys. The Magistrate 
Appointing Connnission is composeo of one district 
judge designated by the chief judge of the dis­
trict, three members appointed by the Board of Su­
pervisors, and two attorneys elected by the county 
bar. 

c. Method of selection and tenure 
(1) District judges. District judges are 

appointed by the Governor from a list of two nomi­
nees submitted by the District Judicial Nominating 
Commission (reference Table 12: Characteristics 
of judicial nominating connnissions). Following ini­
tial appointment, they serve for one year, after 
which they must stand for a retention election. 
If retained, they serve 6-year terms • 

(2) District associate judges. District 
associate judges are appointed by the district 
judges of the election districts from nominations 
by the County Judicial Magistrate Appointing Com­
mission (reference Table 12: Characteristics of 
judicial nominating connnissions). After the initial 
4-year terms, they stand in retention elections 
every 4 years thereafter. 

(3) Judicial magistrates. Full-time magis­
trates are appointed by the district judges of the 
election districts from nominations by the County 
Judicial Magistrate Appointing Commission and serve 
4-year terms. Part-time judicial magistrates are 
appointed by the Appointing Connnission for 2-year 
terms. 



~-------

[Const., Art. V, §15; Code §§46.l6, 602.16, 
602.29, 602.50, 602.51, 602.52, 605.13, 605.14; 
Rules of Civil Procedure (hereinafter R. Civ. 
P.), Rule 376; Court Administrator) 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no chief judge over all the 

districts of the District Court, the chief judges 
for the individual districts exercise continuing 
administrative supervision within their districts 
over the courts, judges, officials, and employees. 
They fix times and places for holding court and 
designate the judges who will hold court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. The 
administrators for the individual districts are 
appointed by the chief judges and perform such 
duties as may be assigned by the chief judges. 
They must cooperate with the Court Administrator 
of the Judicial Department in developing necessary 
statewide court policies. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The positions of District Court clerks, who 
are elected in partisan elections every 4 years, 
are authorized by statute. The clerks attend ses­
sions of the court or send deputies. The clerks 
arp. responsible for keeping the records, papers, 
and seal, and for recording the proceedings of the 
court. 

[Code §§39.l6, 605.35, 606.1; R. Civ. P., 377) 
3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.0 There are no trial courts of limited or special 
jurisdiction in Iowa. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court has the constitutional authority to exercise 
supervisory and administrative authority over all 
trial courts in the state. The court may also 
assign retired or senior judges to temporary active 
duty. The Chief Justice has the following adminis­
trative duties: assigns judges and other court 
personnel from one judicial district to another as 
needed; orders conferences of members of courts on 
matters relating to the administration of justice; 
and appoints, with the approval of the Supreme 
Court, the chief judge in each judicial district. 
Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. V, §4; Code §§602.18(9), 684.20, 
684.25; R. Civ. P., 375, 376; Court 
Administrator) 

5.2 Office of the Court Administrator 
a. There is no specific authorization for the 

administrative office. 
b. Court Administrator of the Judicial Depart-

ment 
(1) The Iowa Code, §685.6, establishes the 

position of Court Administrator of the Judicial 
Department. 

(2) There are no statutory qualifications 
for the position of administrator. In practice, 
the court administrator is expected to be admitted 
to the bar or have special training in court admin­
istration. The Court Administrator is appointed 
by the Supreme Court and serves at its pleasure. 

(3) Under the direction of the Supreme 
Court, the Court Administrator has the following 
duties: 

(a) Collects and compiles statistical 
and other data and makes reports to the Supreme 
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Court relating to the business transacted by the 
courts. 

(b) Collects statistical and other data 
and makes reports to the Supreme Court relating to 
the expenditure of monies -for the maintenance and 
operation of the judicial system. 

(c) Obtains reports from clerks of 
court, judges, and magistrates in accordance with 
law, or rules prescribed by the Supreme Court as 
to cases and other judicial business in which 
action has been delayed beyond periods of time 
specified by law or such rules, and makes reports. 

(d) Examines the state of the dockets 
of the courts and determines the need for assis­
tance by any courts. 

(e) Makes reports concerning the over­
loading and underloading of particular courts. 

(f) Makes recommendations relating to 
the assignment of judges where courts are in need 
of assistance. 

(g) Examines the administrative methods 
employed in the offices of clerks of courts, pro­
bation officers, and sheriffs, and makes recommen­
dations regarding the improvement of same. 

(h) Formulates recon~endations for the 
improvement of the judicial system. 

(i) Administers funds appropriated to 
the Supreme Court, District Court, Office of the 
State Court Administrator, the Commission on Judi­
cial Qualifications (reference Section 7.1), the 
clerk of the Supreme Court, the Board of Law Exam­
iners, and the Board of Examiners of Shorthand 
Reporters. 

(j) Attends to such other matters as 
may be assigned by the Chief Justice and the Su­
preme Court. 

c. Office organization. The Court Administra­
tor's staff (which includes the staff of the clerk 
of the Supreme Court) consists of 22 people: 13 
professionals (including the Court Administrator 
of the Judicial Department) and 9 clerical person­
nel. The office staff provides support services 
in the following areas: records management; pay­
roll, accounting, auditing, budgeting, and purchas­
ing; education; and in planning and research activ­
ities that include statistical compilation, judic­
ial planning, and legal services. 

[Code §§685.6, 685.8; Court Administrator) 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2 Referee 

a. The District Court judge presiding over the 
juvenile matters is empowered to appoint referees. 
Referees must be licensed attorneys. 

b. Referees are authorized to hear any juvenile 
proceeding in the first instance. At the conclu­
sion of the referee's hearing a report of his find­
ings of fact are transmitted to the appointing 
judge. The parties are entitled to a rehearing 
before the judge as a matter of right if they so 
request within 7 days of the filing of the ref­
eree's findings. 

[Code §231.3) 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Qualifications. The 
commission consists of one District Court judge and 
two attorneys appointed by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, and four nonattorneys appointed by 
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the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. 
[Code §605.26] 

7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Ch~rg:s 
before the commission are informal. The comm~ss~on 
investigates each charge and may apply to the Su­
preme Court to retire, discip1ine~ or re~ove the. 
judge. Any action or recommendat~on of the comm~s­
sion requires the vote of a quorum (four member~) 
of the commission. All its records and proceed~ngs 
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are confidential, but if the commission applies to 
the Supreme Court to retire, discipline, or remove 
a judge, the application and all records become 
public documents. If the commission does make such 
an application, the Attorney General pros:cutes the 
proceedings in the Supreme Court and the Judge may 
defend in person and by counsel. If the Supre~e 
Court finds the application should be granted ~n 
whole or in part, it takes the appropriate action. 

[Code §§605.28, 605.29, 605.30] 

. \' 

KANSAS 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SuPREME COURT. TI1e Supreme Court of K~nsas 
meets at Topeka beginning on the first Tuesday in 
January and July of each year. Special and ad­
journed terms of the Court may also be held. 

[Kansas Statt)tes Annotated (h.ereinafter 
K.S.A.) Section 20-1021 

1.2 Organization. Because the court consists of 
seven justices and the constitution requires the 
concurrence of not fewer than four justic~s for a 
decision, panels are not authorized. Sc~eening 
panels, hO\~ever, are au thorized to determine the 
propee calendar on which a case should be Pl~ced. 
The screening panels consist of three justices 
designated by the Chief Justice. The court has 
divided the state into six ~ections, known as judi~ 
cial departments. The departments providp- a means 
of exchanging information with the District Courts 
on administrative matters. A justice is aijsigned 
as departmental justice for each department. 

[Constitution, Article III, Section 2; K.S.A. 
§20-318; Supreme Court Rule (hereinafter 
S.C.R.), No. 7.01 (3)] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdictinn 

in proceedings in quo warranto, mandamus, and habl2-
as corpus. The Supreme Court has original and ex­
clusive jurisdiction in regard to any controversy 
relating to the apportionment of r~presentation in 
the state legislature. 

b. Any decision of the Court of Appeals is sub­
ject to review by the Supreme Court at its discre­
tion. Any party, however, may appeal a Cour,t of 
Appeals decision to the Supreme Court as a matter 
of right when a constitutional issue arises for the 
first time as a result of the decision. Transfers 
to the Supreme Court from the Court of Appeals are 
authorized when the case is not within its juris­
diction; the subject matter has significant public 
interest; the case involves legal questions of 
major public significance; or the caseload of the 
Court of Appeals is such that expeditious adminis­
tration requires the transfer. 

A direct appeal to the Supreme Court from the 
District Court is required in criminal cases ir 
which the defendant has been convicted of a Class 
A or B felony or a sentence with a maximum of life 
has been imposed, and when a statute of Kansas or 
of the United States has been held unconstitution­
al. 

A direct appeal to the Supreme Court may be 
filed as a matter of right by the prosecution from 
an order dirJImissing a complaint, information, or 
indictment, from an order arresting judgment, or 
from a question reserved by the prosecution. 

[Const., Art. III, §3; K.S.A. §§20-101a, 
20-3016, 22-3601, 22-3602, 60-2101] 
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1.4 Justices (7) 

a. The justice who is senior in continuous term 
of service is Chief Justice. If two or more have 
continuously served during the same period, the one 
senior in age becomes Chief Justice. He may con­
tinue in this position as long as he is on the 
Court or he may resign thp. position and remain on 
the court. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 
years of age, must be authorized to pr~ctice law 
in tbe courts of the state and must have engaged 
in the active and continuous practice of law for a 
period of 10 years prior to appointment. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of three qualified persons 
nubmitted by the Supreme Court Nominating Commis­
sion (reference Table 12: Characteristics of ju­
dicial nominating commiSSions). In the event the 
Governor fails to make an appointment within 60 
days of the submission of the names, the Chief 
Justice makes the appointment. After serving 1 
year, justices are subject to a retention vote. 
If retained, justices remain in office fo, 6-year 
terms. 

[Const., Art. III, §§2, 5, 7; K.S.A. §20-105] 
1.5 Administration 

a. The Supreme Court has general administrative 
authority over all Courts in the state. The Chief 
Justice has the responsibility for executing and 
implementing the administrative rules and policies 
of the Supreme Court, including supervision of the 
personnel and financi~l affairs of the court sys­
tem. The Judicial Administrator, district admin­
istrative judges, trial court administrators, and 
chief clerks assist the Chief Justice in the admin­
istration and supervision of the court system. 
Refer~nce Section 5.1 (General administrative 
authority). TI1e Chief Justice appoints a justice 
to the Supreme Court or a judge to the Court of 
Appeals when the Governor fails to do so. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) • 

c. The constitution provides for a clerk of the 
Supreme Court, who is appointed by thQ court to a 
2-year term. It is desirable that the clerk 
possess a college degree and experience in court 
administration. The clerk plans, organizes, and 
supervises the administration of the office, in­
cluding the assignment and evaluation of personnel. 
He serves as secretary to the Supreme Court Nomi­
nating Commission and the Commission on Judicial 
Qualifications (reference Section 7.1) and also 
processes bar admission applications and applica­
tions for court reporter certification. 

[ConsL, Art. III, §§1, 4; K.S.A •. §§20-l01, 
20-3009; Office of Judicial AdmitlistrarionJ 

1.6 Rule-making. Rule-making authority in Kansas 
is exercised jointly by the Supreme Court and the 

' . 
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legislature. Rules of criminal, civil, and Munici­
pal Court procedure have been statutorily enacted, 
while rules relating to the Supreme Court, Court 
of Appeals, District Court, and appellate practice 
have been promulgated by the Supreme Court. In 
1963, the legislature granted the Supreme Court the 
authority to supplement or amend the rules of civil 
procedure. Similar authority with respect to the 
rules of criminal procedure was granted in 1970. 
The Supreme Court also has administrative authority 
oVer all courts. The Chief Justice is responsible 
for executing and implementing the administrative 
rules and policies of the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. III, §l; K.S.A. §§20-l01, 
22-4601, 60-2607] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

l.l COURT OF APPEALS. Hearings before the court 
sitting en banc are held in Topeka, unless other­
wise ordered. There are no s peci fied terms of the 
Court of Appeals. 

(S.C.R., No. 7.02] 
2.2 Organization. The judges are authorized to sit 
en banc or in 3-judge panels. The chief judge may 
sit as a member of a panel and presides over that 
panel. When he is not a panel member, he appoints 
a member of the panel to preside. Hearings are 
before panels unless a majority of judges orders 
an appeal or proceedings to be held en banco Hear­
ings before panels of the court may be held in any 
county of the state. 

[K.S.~. §20-30l2; S.C.R., No. 7.02; Judicial 
Administrator] 

2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Court of Appeals has original jurisdic­

tion as is necessary for the complete determination 
of any cause on review. 

b. The Court of Appeals has jurisdiction to 
correct, modify, vacate, or reverse any act, order, 
or judgment of a District Court. In criminal 
cases, an appeal may be taken by the defendant as 
a matter of right from any judgment against him in 
District Court, except no appeal may be taken by 
the defendant from a conviction upon a plea of 
guilty or nolo contendere (if the plea was to a 
district or associate district judge), unless taken 
on jurisdictional or other grounds involving the 
legality of the proceedings. As of right, provi­
sional remedies, injunctions, writs, receiverships, 
and debatable questions of law may be appealed to 
the Court of Appeals. 

(K.S.A. §§20-3001, 22-3602, 60-2101, 60-2102] 
2.4 Judges (;) 

G. The chief judge is designated by and serves 
at the pleasure of the Supreme Court. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court justices. After serv­
ing for 1 year, judgeft are subject to a retention 
vote. If retained, judges serve 4-year terms. 
Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[K.S.A. §§20-3002, 20-3007 to 20-3011] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judge of the Court of Appeals has 
the administrative authority to designate the num­
ber and composition of all panels, make judicial 
assignments, set the time and places for hearings, 
establish internal operating procedures, and per­
form other administrative duties as required. 
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b. The Judicial Administrator provides the 
Court of Appeals with administrative services as 
directed by the Supreme Court. Reference Section 
S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

C. The clerk of the Supreme Court serves also 
as the clerk of the Court of Appeals and is re­
ferred to as "the clerk of the appellate courts." 
Reference Section 1.5.c. 

(K.S.A. §20-3015; s.r.R., No. 1.01, 1.02] 
2<6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. The chief 
judge, after consultation with other judges of the 
court, is authorized to establish internal operat­
ing procedures for the orderly handling of the 
court's business and distribution of work. 

[S.C.R., No. 1.02] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. Court terms are determined by 
the Supreme Court. 

(S.C.R., No. 101] 
3.2 Organization. In Kansas, each county is re­
quired to have a District Court. The state is 
divided into 29 districts, with from 1 to 7 coun­
ties in each district. The number of judges per 
district ranges from 1 to 22. Districts with more 
than one district judge are divided into divisions • 

Judges of the District Court are authorized, 
with the approval of the Supreme Court, to estab­
lish specialized divisions of the court. These may 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 
Probate, Traffic, Juvenile, and Domestic Relations 
Divisions, or any combination thereof. 

[K.S.A. §§4-202 to 4-230, 20-301, 20-438] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Dist- ict Court has general original 
jurisdiction in all matters, both criminal and 
civil, unless otherwise provided by law. There are 
three classes of judges in the District Court: 
district and associate district judges have similar 
authority; district magistrate judges are more 
limited in their jurisdiction. The specific juris­
diction of each class of judges is as follows: 

(1) District judge. The district judge has 
the full judicial power and authority of a District 
Court. 

(2) Associate district judge. An associate 
district judge has concurrent jurisdiction, powers, 
and duties wi~~ a district judge except he does not 
have jurisdiction or l0gnizance of class actions 
or actions in quo warranto or mandamus. An appeal 
may be taken from an order or decision of an asso­
ciate district judge in the same manner as from an 
order or decision of a district judge. 

(3) District magistrate judge. A district 
magistrate judge has jurisdiction to conduct trials 
of misdemeanor charges and preliminary examinations 
of felony charges and to hear civil cases where 
the amount in controversy does not ext ,$5,000. 
In the absence, disability, or disqual. :ation of 
a district judge or associate district, jge, a 
district magistrate judge has jurisdiction to grant 
a restraining order, appoint a receiver, or make 
any order authorized by K.S.A. §60-l607. 

b. The District Court has such appellate juris­
diction as prescribed by law. Any appeal to be 
taken from an order or final decision of a district 
magistrate judge is tried de novo by a district or 
associate district judge, except in civil cases 
where a record was made of the proceeding, in which 
case the appeal is tried and determined on the 
record. The decision of a Municipal Court may be 



appealed by right when the accused is found guilty 
of a m~nicipal ordinance violation. A city may 
appee: the Municipal Court's decision upon ques­
tions of law. Decisions of an administrative 
board or an officer with quasi-judicial or 
judicial powers may be appealed to the District 
Court. 

[K.S.A. §§12-4601, 20-301, 20-302, 20-302a, 
20-302b, 22-3609, 60-2101; 1979 Session Laws, 
Chapter 92; Judicial Administrator] 

3.4 Judges. (70 district judges, 67 associate dis­
trict judges, and 74 district magistrate judges). 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the districts of the District Court. The ad­
ministrative judge of each district is appointed 
by the Supreme Court and serves at the pleasure of 
the Supreme Court for 2-year terms. Prior to ap­
pointing an administrative judge, the Supreme Court 
solicits recommendations from the district judges. 
The desires of a judge to serve are also consid­
ered. 

b. District Court judges and associate judges 
must be at least 30 years old and must be autho­
rized to practice law in Kansas. They must also be 
residents of the appropriate judicial districts and 
must have practiced law for at least 5 years. 
Associate judges must also be residents of the 
respective counties in which they serve. A dis­
trict magistrate judge must be a high school grad­
uate or equivalent, must be a resident of the 
countv in which he serves, and, it not a lawyer, 
must be certified by the Supreme Court. 

c. The constitution of Kansas provides for the 
election of all three classes of District Court 
judges unless the voters have adopted a merit se­
lection system. In 22 districts, whenever a vacan­
cy occurs, a successor is appointed by the Governor 
from nominations by a District Judicial Nominating 
Commission (reference Table 12: Characteristics 
of judicial nominating commissions). After serving 
1 year, each judge is then subject to a retention 
election in his judicial district. In the seven 
districts that have not approved merit selection 
of judges, district judges and associate district 
judges are elected on partisan ballots. 

Elected and retained judges serve 4 years. 
Appointed judges serve 1 year and are then subject 
to retention by the voters at the next regularly 
scheduled election and every 4 years thereafter. 

[Const., Art. III, §§6, 7; K.S.A. §§20-329, 
20-334, 20-337, 20-2901, 20-2909, 20-2912, 
20-2915; Supreme Court Administrative Order No. 
5, dated October 19, 1977; 1979 Annual Report, 
p. 7; Judicial Administrator] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no chief judge over all the 

districts of the District Court, the administrative 
judge of each district has general supervisory 
authority over the clerical and admini~trative 
functions of the district. He supervises recruit­
ment, removal, compensation, and training of non­
judicial employees of the court. He prepares rules 
and regulations governing personnel matters. He 
is responsible for preparing and submitting the 
judicial budget to the county commissioners. The 
administrative judge supervises the assignment of 
cases and the fiscal affairs of the court. He is 
responsible for coordinating statistical and man­
agement information and evaluates the effectiveness 
of the court's administration of justice. 

The administrative judge appoints the court 
administrator, in districts that have such an ad-
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ministrator, with the approval of the other dis­
trict judges. He appoints bailiffs, court report­
ers, secretaries, court services officers, and 
other clerical and nonjudicial employees as needed. 
The administrative judge appoints a chief clerk of 
the District Court, and in those districts composed 
of more than one county, appoints a clerk in each 
county. In the absence, sickness, or disability 
of a District Court judge, and if another judge has 
not been assigned to the district by the depart­
mental justice, a judge pro tem may be appointed 
by the administrative judge or the departmental 
justice. Such judges pro tem must be regularly 
admitted members of the state bar. 

The administrative judge supervises the as­
signment of cases and the fiscal affairs of the 
court. He is responsible for coordinating statis­
tical and management information and evaluates the 
effectiveness of the court's administration of jus­
tice. 

The administrative judge appoints committees 
and represents the court in business, administra­
tive, or public relations matters. 

b. The judicial personnel system provides for 
trial court administrators for the districts. 
Seven districts have filled the position. It is 
required that a court administrator possess a col­
lege deg~ee in court, public, or business adminis­
tration and have previous work experience in an 
administrative capacity. The administrative judge, 
with the approval of the other district judges, 
appoints the court administrator. His duties in­
c~,je the supervision and coordination of adminis­
trat.ive functions and operations of the District 
Court, direction of the activities of nonjudicial 
personnel, and other duties as assigned. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The administrative judge, with the approval 
of the majority of the other district judges in the 
district, appoints a chief clerk in those districts 
not having a court administrator. In judicial 
districts composed of more than one county, a clerk 
is appointed in each of the counties within the 
district by the administrative judge, with the ap­
proval of the majority of the other district judges 
in the district. The statute states that qualifi­
cations are as prescribed by statute, rule of Dis­
tric~ Court, and rule of Supreme Court. Clerks 
and other personnel have such powers, duties, and 
functions as prescribed by law, rules of the Su­
preme Court, or assigned by the administrative 
judge. Clerks are required by law to maintain an 
appearance docket, a journal, and a judgment 
docket. All clerks of the court are required to 
make reports to the Judicial Administrator and 
furnish required information. 

[K.S.A. §§20-162, 20-3l0a, 20-329, 20-343, 
20-344, 20-345, 20-349, 60-2601; S.C.R., No. 
1.03, 107; Office of Judicial Administration] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. Each 
District Court by action of a majority of its 
judges may make and amend rules governing its civil 
practice not inconsistent with the code of civil 
procedure or Supreme Court rules. Such local rules 
must be furnished to the Supreme Court. In addi­
tion, each District Court, by action of a majority 
of the district judges and after consultation with 
the associate district judges and district magis­
trate judges, may issue such rules as necessary for 
the administration of the court and the regulation 
and supervision of nonjudicial personnel. Such 
rules must be consistent with applicable statutes 
and rules of the Supreme Court. 

[K.S.A. §§20-342, 60-267, 60-2702(a); S.C.R., 
No. 105] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 MUNICIPAL COURT. Municipal Court is held at 
such times as designated by city ordinance. 

[K.S.A. §12-4109] 
4.2 Organization. Municipal Court is held at such 
places as designated by city ordinance. Provision 
is made for first class cities with populations of 
100,000 or more to have a total of three divisions. 

[K.S.A. §§12-4109, l3-628a] 
4.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court of each city has juris­
diction to hear and determine cases involving vio­
lations of city ordinances and trials without 
juries. Search warrants may not be issued by Mu­
nicipal Court judges. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[K.S.A. §12-4l04] 
4.4 Judges (356). There is only 1 full-time judge. 
Several cities have more than one part-time judge 
and several judges serve more than one city. 

a. The individual Municipal Courts do not have 
presiding judges. 

b. Municipal Court judges must be 18 years old. 
In first class cities, they must also be attorneys, 
admitted to practice in Kansas. In all but first 
class cities with a mayor/council government, the 
statutes require the judge to be a resident of the 
state. 

c. There are statutory provisions relating to 
selection procedures for Municipal Court judges. 
Cities enjoy constitutional home rule power, how­
ever, which permits them to modify state statutes 
that are not uniformly applicable. In most cities, 
the judge is appointed by the mayor with the ap­
proval of the legislative body. Judges in cities 
with a population of 60,000 or more are appointed 
for 2-year terms or until a successor is appointed 
and qualified. Judges appointed in first class 
cities with a population less than 60,000, or in 
second class cities with a commission government 
have terms set by ordinance. Judges in second 
class cities with a mayor/council government and 
in third class cities are appointed for I-year 
terms. 

[Const., Art. XII, §5; K.S.A. §§12-4l05, 
13-2102, 13-527, l3-628a, l3-628b, 14-201, 
14-204, 14-205, l4-l5vl, 14-1502, 14-1601, 
15-204, 15-209; Judicial Administrator] 

4.5 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the individual Nunicipal Courts. The municipal 
judges are required to maintain a docket to show 
the full proceedings in each case. In cities with­
out clerks, the judges are responsible for clerical 
and financial details. 

b. There are no provisions for cdministrators 
for the individual Municipal Courts. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. In cities providing for the office of clerk, 
the clerks are appointed by the Municipal Court 
judges. In practice, the clerks are responsible 
for overseeing the court's clerical functions. 
There are wide variances in their autonomy and 
independence in other matters (e.g., preparing 
budgets, personnel matters). There are no formal 
provisions for assigning administrative duties to 
the clerks. 
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[K.S.A. §§12-4lU6, 12-4108; Judicial Adminis­
trator] 

4.6 Rule-making. If no procedure is provided by 
statute, the court is authorized to proceed in any 
lawful manner. 

[K.S.A. §12-4103] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court has general administrative authority over all 
courts in the state. 

a. Chief Justice. ~le Chief Justice is the 
spokesman for the Supreme Court and exercises the 
court's general administrative authority over all 
the courts. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

b. Departmental justices. Under the provisions 
of the Judicial Department Reform Act of 1965, the 
Supreme Court divided the state into six sections, 
known as judicial departments. Specific depart­
mental divisions are contained in S.C.R., No. 
1.03(f); K.S.A. §60-2701(a). A justice of the 
Suprem~ Court is assigned as departmental justice 
for each department. Departmental justices are 
responsible for administrative activities within 
their departments. They assign judges between 
districts and meet periodically with their judges 
to deal with administrative matters. 

[Const., Art. III, §I; K.S.A. §§20-l01, 
20-318; Judicial Administrator] 

5.2 Office of Judicial Administratioq 
a. The Office of Judicial Administration is 

inferred by the statute creating the position of 
Judicial Administrator. 

b. Judicial Administrator 
(1) The Kansas statutes authorize the ap­

pointment of the Judicial Administrator. 
(2) The Judicial Administrator must be ad­

mitted to the practice of law in Kansas, must have 
a broad knowledge of judicial administration, and 
must have substantial prior experience in an admin­
istrative capacity. The Judicial Administrator is 
appointed by the Chief Justice. 

(3) The Judicial Administrator is respon­
sible to the Supreme Court and implements the pol­
icies of the court with respect to the operation 
and administration of the courts, under the super­
vision of the Chief Justice. He assists the Su­
preme Court in fiscal management and the assignment 
of judges, and coordinates educational programs for 
all court personnel. He studies the administrative 
and clerical methods of the District Court, ex­
amines their dockets, collects statistics, approves 
vouchers drawn on appropriations, and recommends 
appropriations for District Court operations that 
are paid by the state. 

c. Office organization. The Oifice of Judicial 
Administration consists of 25 people: 12 profes­
sionals (including the Judicial Administrator) and 
13 clerical personnel. The professional staff 
provides support services in the following areas: 
systems analysis, records management, and forms 
development; probation coordination, court 
coordination, and other court services; payroll, 
accounting, budgeting, and purchasing; education; 
personnel systems and office managempnt; legisla­
tive, executive, public, and media information, 
legislative liaison, ana executive liaison; and 
planning and research activities including statis­
tical compilation, research, evaluation, statisti­
cal analysis, legal services, and legislative 
drafting. Under the supervision of the Chi~f Jus-
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Figure 2: 
Kansas state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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r tice, office employees are appointed by the Judi­
cial Administrator. 

[K.S.A. §§20-101, 20-318, 20-2205' S.C.R., No. 
1.03(c)j 1979 Session Laws, Ch. 81 Office of 
Judicial AdministrationJ 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.0 There are no quasi-judicial officers in the 
Courts of Kansas. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commi,sion on Judicial Qualifications. The 
commissi~n consists of nine members including four 
active or retired judges, two nonlawyers, and three 
lawyers, all are appointed by the Supreme Court. 

[S.C.R., No. 602J 
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7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The com­
mission initiates a preliminary investigation upon 
receiving a complaint of judicial misconduct. The 
judge is advised of the investigation and may pre­
sent information to the commission. If the inves­
tigation finds cause, the commission convenes a 
formal hearing. Supreme Court rules specify rights 
of the judge and procedures to be followed. If the 
commission finds the charges proven, it recommends 
to the Supreme Court the disCipline, suspension, 
removal, or compulsory retirement of the judge. 
All commission proceedings and records are confi­
dential until disclosed by the commission or are 
part of a formal hearing open to the public. After 
review of the matter, the Supreme Court may take 
such action as it deems appropriate. 

[S.C.R., No. 602 to No. 625j Judicial 
AdministratorJ 
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KENTUCKY 
Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court sits at 
Frankfort, the state capital, for one term each 
year commencing on the first juridical day of Jan­
uary and ending on the last juridical day of De­
cember. 

[Rules of the Supreme Court (hereinafter 
S.C.R.) 1.020] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels. There are seven districts for election 
purposes. 

[Constitution Sections 110, 117] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has no original jurisdic­
tion other than the power to issue all writs neces­
sary in the aid of its appellate jurisdiction or 
the complete detennination of any cause, or as may 
be required to exercise control of the entire court 
system. 

b. The constitution provides that appeals from 
Circuit Court judgments imposing a sentence of 
death or imprisonment for 20 or more years shall 
be taken directly to the Supreme Court. The extent 
of its remaining appellate jurisdiction is deter­
mined by court rule. 

[Const. §llO) 
1.4 Justices (7) 

--a.- The Chief Justice is elected to a 4-year 
term by peer vote. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be United States 
citizens, must have been residents of Kentucky anG 
the districts from which they are elected for at 
least 2 years. Justices must also have been li­
censed attorneys for at least B years before 
election. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to B-year 
terms from their respective districts on nonparti­
san ballots. If a vacancy occurs, the Judicial 
Nominating Commission (reference Table 12: Char­
acteri$tics of judicial nominating commissions) sub­
mits a list of thl-ee names to the Governor. If he 
fails to make an appointment within 60 days, the 
appointment is made from the same list by the Chief 
Justice. Appointees serve until the next general 
election, unless their appointment is made within 
3 mon ths thereof. In tha tease, they serve unti 1 
the second succeeding general election. 

[Const. §§110, 117, llB, 122, 152j Kentucky 
Revised Statutes (hereinafter K.R.S.) Section 
34.030J 

1.5 Administration 
a. The power of general supervision of the 

court system is vested in the Chief Justice. He 
exercises administration and supervison over the 
entire court system through the Director of the Ad­
ministrative Office, chief judges, regional admin­
istrative judges, and administrative asslstants. 
Reference Section 5.1 (General administrative 
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authority). In regard to the Supreme Court, the 
Chief Justice signs orders of the court and ap­
points administrative assistants. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by the court. He is responsible for maintaining 
COurt records and supervising deputies in that 
function. 

[Const. §§110, 114j K.R.S. §§2IA.030, 27A.050j 
S.C.R. 1.020j Dir~ctor of the Administrative 
Office of the Courts) 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court has the power 
to prescribe rules governing its appellate juris­
diction, rules for the appointment of commissioners 
and other court personnel, and rules of practice 
and procedure for the court system. The policy­
making and administrative authority of the court 
system is vesteri in the Supreme Court and the Chief 
Justice. 

[Const. §116j S.C.R. 1.010] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. Panels of the court sit at 
various locations in the state prescribed by the 
court. The court also determines when the panels 
sit. 

[Cons t. § Ill] 
2.2 Organization. Statewije uniform jurisdiction 
lS exercised by the Court of Appeals. The 14-judge 
COurt is divided by the chief judge into panels of 
not less than three jUdges. Decisions are by ma­
jority vote. 

·[Const. §llll 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals may issue all wri:0 
necess~ry in aid of its appellate jurisdiction or 
in aij of the complete determination of any cau e 
within its appellate jurisdiction. 

b. The constitution s~ccifies that the courtl~ 
appellDte jurisdiction shall be as provided by law. 
An appeal may be taken as a matter of right to the 
Court of Appeals from any conviction, final judg­
ment, order, or decree of the Circuit Court, unless 
such a~tions were rendered on an appeal from the 
District Court. An appeal may be taken to the 
Court of Appeals by the state in criminal cases 
from an adverse decision or ruling of the Circuit 
Court, but only under certain circumstances as 
specified in the statute.'1 and court rules. No re­
view by appeal or by writ of certiorari is permit­
ted from a Circuit Court order dissolving a mar­
riage. The Court of Appeals may review interlocu­
tory orders of the Circuit Court in civil cases, 
but only as authorized by Supreme Court rules. 
Authorization has been gianted and procedures 
established by the Supreme Court. 

[Canst. §lllj K.R.S. §22A.020j S.C.R. 65.07) 



2.4 Judges (14) 
a. The chief judge is elected to a 4-year term 

by peer vote. 
b. court of Appeals judges must meet the same 

qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. court of Appeals judges are elected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Canst. §lll] 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judge exercises such authority and 
performs such duties in the administration of the 
court as prescribed by the constitution or the Su­
preme Court. The chief judge assigns cases to the 
panels and determines the times and places for 
holding hearings. He also assigns judges to the 
panels. Their assignments are rotated in such a 
manner that over the course of each year each judge 
sits with each of the other judges, other than the 
chief judge, with substantially the same frequency. 
Other than the chief judge, all judges are assigned 
to sit in each appellate district with substantial­
ly the same frequency as each of the other judges. 
The c~ief judge designates presiding judges for 
each pane 1. If a proposed panel dec is ion is in 
conflict with another panel's decision on the same 
subject, the chief judge may reassign the case to 
the entire court. The chief judge appoints a chief 
judge pro tern to serve during his absence. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
for the court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.b. 
(state-level administrator). 

c. At present the clerk of the Supreme Court 
serves as clerk of the Court of Appeals. Reference 
Section 1.5.c. He is appointed by the court and 
serves at its pleasure. He appoints assistants in 
the number and at the salaries fixed by the Supreme 
Court. 

[Canst. §lll, 114j K.R.S. §22A.040j S.C.R. 
1.030; Director of the Administrative Office 
of the Courts] 

2.6 Rule-making. Procedurdl rule-making authority 
is vested in the Supreme Court. Certain adminis­
trative rules for the Court of Appeals have been 
promulgated by the Supreme Court. These rules ad­
dress such matters as nonjudicial personnel ap­
pointments, case assignments, and judge rotation 
among others. 

[Canst. §ll6j S.C.R. 1.030] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sit& in continuous 
session. 

[K.R.S. §23A.OlO] 
3.2 Organization. Each of the state's 56 judicial 
circuits contains from 1 to 4 of the state's 120 
counties. Circuit boundaries must follow county 
lines. Court must be held in each county of the 
circuit. There are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[Canst. §1l2j K.R.S. §23A.020] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Circuit Court has original juriSdiction 
in all justiciable causes not exclusively vested 
in some other court. 

b. The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over District Court decisions. 

[K.R.S. §§23A.OlO. 23A.080] 
3.4 Judges (91). The specific number of judges iP 
each circuit is authorized by the legislature upon 

certification of the necessity by the Supreme 
COurt . 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the circuits of the Circuit Court. Chief judges 
of multi-judge Circuit Courts are chosen by peer 
vote and serve 2-year terms. Circuit Court judges 
in 10 administrative regions select an administra­
tive judge for each region. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be United States 
citizens, must be members of the Kentucky Bar, must 
have been residents of Kentucky and the districts 
from which elected for at least 2 years, an~ .ust 
possess 8 years of experience as attorneys. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected in the same 
manner and for the same term as Supreme Court jus­
tices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 
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[Canst. §§1l2, 117 to 119, 122] 
3.5 Administration 

a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 
judge over all the circuits of the Circuit Court, 
there are chief judges for the individual courts. 
Duties of the chief judges of the multi-judge Cir­
cuit Courts are prescribed by the Supreme Court. 
The chief judges prepare local court rules, as 
deemed necessary, with the assistance of appropri­
ate committees. Tentative approval of such rules 
is then solicited from a majority of the circuit 
judges prior to their submission to the local bar 
for consideration and recommendation. The circuit 
judges then recommend the rules to the Supreme 
Court for its review and final approval. The chief 
judges also perform the following duties: 

(1) Assign the business of the court and 
publish for general distribution copies of a cur­
rent court calendar setting forth the assignments 
of the judges, the times and places assigned for 
hearing the vario~s types of court business, and 
any special calendaring requirements adopted by the 
court for such hEarings. 

(2) Reassign cases from one judge to another 
as necessary. 

(3) Call meetings of judges as necessary. 
(4) Supervise the administrative business 

of the courts and exercise general direction and 
supervision over the courts' nonjudicial personnel. 

(5) Provide for proper liaison between the 
courts and other governmental and civil agencies. 

(6) IVhen appropriate, meet with any commit­
tee of the bench, bar. and news media to review 
problems and to promote understanding of the prin­
ciples of fair trial and free press. 

(1) Provide orientation programs for newly 
elected or appointed judges. 

(8) Regulate the assignment of cases to the 
judges on a random basis. 

The chief judges of the Circuit Courts also 
develop and coordinate with the Circuit Court 
cleri<s and the chief judges of the districts a 
local plan for jury management. They chair the 
advisory board for the pretrial services agency and 
submit improvement recommendations as appropriate. 

The 10 regional administrative judges super­
vise the regional administrative activities and 
exercise the judicial assignment authority delegat­
ed to them by the Chief Justice. Each administra­
tive judge is assisted by a regional coordinator 
who is based in the state capital. The coordina­
tors advise the administrative judges on judicial 
transfers required due to case overloads and dis­
qualifications. The coordinators also promote, at 
the direction of the administrative judges, the 
stalldardization of procedures in each of the re-

.\' 

gions' courts through regular meetings of the re­
gions' judges. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the circuits of the Circuit Court, or for 
administrators for the individual circuits. Refer­
ence Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Circuit Court clerks are authorized by the 
constitution to serve both the Circuit and District 
Courts. The clerks are elected to 6-year terms and 
can be removed from office by the Supreme Court for 
good cause. They can issue driver's licenses and 
passports. 

[Canst. §§97, 112, 114; S.C.R. 1.040j Director 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts] 

3.6 Rule-making. Rule-making authority is vested 
in the Supreme Court. Circuit Courts may adupt 
local rules, however, that are consistent with the 
Rules of Criminal and Civil Procedure and the Rules 
of the Supreme Court. Such rules are prepared by 
each chief judge with the assistance of appropriate 
committees of the court. Recommendations are so­
licited from the local bar. Upon approval by a 
majority of the court's judges, the rules are sub­
mitted to the Supreme Court for review and final 
approval prior to publication. These same proce­
dures are also applicable to the District Courts. 

[Canst. §116j S.C.R. 1.040] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court is classi­
fied as a court of continuous session. Sessions of 
the court can be scheduled at such times, including 
nights, weekend s, and holidays, as may be conve­
nient subject tc the direction of the Supreme 
Court. 

[K.R.S. §24A.OlO] 
4.2 Organization. There are 56 judicial districts, 
whose boundaries are the same as those of the ju­
dicial circuits. The General Assembly can reduce, 
increase, or rearrange the districts upon the cer­
tification of such necessity by the Supreme Court. 
Each district must have at least one judge and 
court must be held in each county of the district. 
The chief judge' can assign a district judge exclu­
sively to juvenile cases for a period not to exceed 
2 years. At that time, the judge must he 3ssigneod 
to other cases: Cases arising in all other juris­
dictional categories must be equally apportioned 
among the district judges. Each District Court has 
a Small Claims DIvision. 

[Canst. §113j K.R.S. §§24A.030, 24A.220j S.C.R. 
1.040 ] 

4.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court has exclusive jurisdic­

tion in any charge or public offense known as a 
misdemeanor or violation, except where the charge 
is joined with an indictment for a felony. The 
court has concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit 
Court to conduct preliminary examinations in felony 
cases. They may also, upon motion and good cause 
shown, reduce a charge of a feluny to a misdemeanor 
in accordance With the Rules of Criminal Procedure. 
The District Court has exclusive jurisdiction in 
civil cases involving $1,500 or less. provided the 
case does not involve equity or title to real 
estate. Each court has a Small Claims Division 
wi th jurisd ic tion up to $1,000. Noncont.es ted pro­
bate matters are within the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the District Court. All case!' relating to mi­
nors arc \~ithin the exclusive jurisdiction of tIll' 
District Court. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[K.R.S. §§24A.llO, 24A.120, §24A.130j Director 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts] 

4.4 Judges (123). The number of District Court 
judges is authorized by the General Assembly upon 
certification by the Supreme Court. 

a. Chief judges are chosen by peer vote and 
serve 2-year terms. 

b. District Court judges must be United States 
citizens, must be members of the Kentucky Bar, and 
must have been residents of Kentucky and the dis­
trict from which elected for at least 2 years. In 
addition. judges are required to have served as 
attorneys for at least 2 years. 

c. District Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms in the same manner as Supreme Court justices. 
Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Canst. §§lll to 113, 117 to 119, 122] 
4.5 Administration 

a. Duties of the chief judges are the same ag 
those for Circuit Court judges. Reference Section 
3.5.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the District Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks of the Circuit Court also serve as 
clerks of the District Court. Ref~rence Section 
3.5.c. 

[Canst. §114j K.R.S. §30A.OlO] 
4.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 3.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The power 
of general supervision over the court system is 
vested in the Chief Justice. The Chief Justice can 
assign temporarily any justice or judge, active or 
retired, to sit in any court other than the Supreme 
Court when he deems such assignment necessary for 
the prompt disposition of causes. His assignment 
authority over nonjudicial personnel is similar. 
The Chie>[ Justice is resp"nsihle for the financial 
affairs, the continuing education programs, and the 
planning and operations research of the courts. 
Supervision of the administrative staff of the 
court system is performed by the Chief Justice. 
He may delegate the authority to the Direct~r of 
the Administr'.ltive Office of the Courts. The Chief 
Justice may designate judges or committees of 
judges to assist him, as necessary. Reference 
Section 1. .'i.a. 

[Canst. §llO; K.R.S. §§27A.020, 30A.OIO] 
5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 

a. The office is established by statute. 
b. Administrative Dirertor of the COllrts 

(1) Statutes form,\l ly establish the position 
of Director. 

(2) The Administrative Director of the 
COllrts is appointed or re;lppointed at le,lst ('very 
4 ye,lrs by the Chi(,f JustiCt' \~Hh the advice and 
consent of the Senate. Court policy req\lirl~s that 
the DLl'ector be il lawyer \~i til at least 8 years of 
expl'rience and be at least 3S Yl'<1rS 01 age. The 
Direetor must also possess prior administrative 
experience in the courts and legal profession. 

(3) The Administrative Directllr of the 
Cuurts has the follOlving duties! 

(<1) Performs admi nf st rative servi('es 
for th(' court system alld supervises its clerical 
and a&nfnistrative pers0nnel, and its a~('o~noda­
tionfl. 
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(b) Acts as fiscal officer of the court 
system. 

(c) Collects data and makes reports to 
the Supreme Court relating to the expenditure of 
public monies for the courts' opera tj.on and main­
tenance. 

(d) Ascertains the necessity for tem­
porary assignment of justices and judges, makes 
reports concerning their performance, and certifies 
their ~ompensation. 

(e) Carries on a continuous survey and 
study of the organization, operation, and condition 
of business, practice, and procedures of the sys­
tem. 

(f) Collects and compiles statistical 
and other data concerning the operations of the 
court, and requires all necessary reports from the 
courts and clerks. 

(g) Formulates and submits to the Su­
preme Court recommendations of policies for the 
system's improvement. 

(h) Provides for educational programs 
for the system's members. 

(i) Reports to the General Assembly 
concerning the work of the system and makes recom­
mendations for the improvement of the adminie,tra­
tion of justice. 

(j) Supervises, operates, and adminis­
ters all pretrial release programs and personnel. 

(k) Performs such other functions as 
may be assigned by the Chief Justj~e. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative 
Office of Courts consists of 92.5 people: 51.5 
professionals (including the Administrative Direc­
tor of the Courts) and 41 clerical personnel. The 
professional staff provides support services in the 
following areas: systems analysis, programming, 
computer operations, records management, forms de­
velopment, and field representation: court coor­
dination, pretrial services, and facilities manage­
ment: payroll, accounting, auditing, budgeting, and 
purchasing: education, training, libraries, and 
publication: personnel systems, office management 
and personnel records; legislative, executive, pub­
lic, and media information, and legislative liai­
son; and planning and research activities including 
statistical compilation, research, evaluation, 
statistical analysis, legal services, legislative 
drafting and regional planning. 

The office was statutorily created to serve as 
the staff for the Chief Justice in executing the 
policies and programs of the court system. The 
office is composed of 7 divisions: Regional Ser­
vices, Clerk Services, Administrative Services, 
Education, Pretrial Services, Internal Audit, and 
the State Law Library. The Division of Clerk Ser­
vices has the responsibility for records and court 
management. The Division of Administrative Ser­
vices supervises the judicial personnel system and 
is also responsible for all budgetary and fiscal 
matters. The Division of Regional Services has re­
sponsibility for regional administration, collec­
tion of statistical data, and data processing. The 
Division of Pretrial Services supervises a state­
wide pretrial release program. The Education Divi­
sion provides continuing education programs for the 
courts' judges and clerks. The Internal Audit Di­
vision conducts ongoing audlt services within the 
court system, including all clerks' offices, and 
indepth audit reviews where determined to be 
necessary and appropriate. The State Law Library 

maintains and distributes library materials and 
periodicals for the courts and provides technical 
assistance to local law libraries. 

[K.R.S. §§27A.020, 27A.050; S.C.R. 1.050; 
State Court Administrators, p. 50; 1977 Annual 
Report, p. 57; Director of the Administrative 
Office of the Courts] 

Quasi-Judicial Off~cers 

6.1.1 CIRCUIT COURl' 
6.2.1 Master commisstoner, domestic relations com­
missioner, special ccmmissioner, and receiver. 

a. The circuit jUGges of the commonwealth are 
assisted in their duties by master commissioners, 
domestic relations comDl:ssioners, special commis­
sioners, and receivers. All such officers must be 
qualified as attorneys. The Circuit Court may ap­
point one master commissioner and one receiver for 
each county. Additional commissioners and receiv­
ers must be approved by the Chief Justice. 

b. The order of reference to a commissioner may 
specify or limit his powers. He can administer 
oaths and can require the production of evidence. 
The admissability of eviden. e can also be ruled 
upon by the commissioner. The commissioner's re­
port is filed with the court clerk. Parties have 
10 days to file objections. The court after hear­
ing may adopt, modify, or reject the report in'part 
or whole, or may receive further evidence, or may 
recommit it with instructions. 

[K.R.S. §31A.OlO; Rules of Civil Procedure 53, 
53.04, 53.05, 53.06; Director of the 
Administrative Office of the Courts] 

6.1.2 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.2 Trial commissioner 
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a. The constitution provides that district 
judges are to be assisted by trial commissioners. 
In any county 'n which no district judge resides 
the chief district judge appoints a trial commis­
sioner who must be a county resident and an attor­
ney, if one is qualified and available. Other 
commissioners can be appointed upon the certifica­
tion of such necessity by the Supreme Court. 

b. The duties and powers of the commissioners 
are prescribed by the Supreme Court. They can is­
sue search warrants and warrants of arrest. They 
may examine any charge and commit the defendant to 
jailor hold him to bailor other form of pretrial 
release. If a guilty plea for any offense punish­
able only by fine of $500 or less is offered, the 
commissioner can accept it and impose sentence. 
In juvenile cases, the commissioner can perform the 
following duties: 

(1) Hear and determine if children in cus­
tody should be held in detention. 

(2) Conduct preliminary inquiries, informal­
ly adjust juvenile cases, and cause juvenile peti­
tions to be brought. 

(3) Order physical and mental examinations' 
of children. 

(4) Issue orders for the temporary custody 
of children whose welfare is threatened under emer­
gency conditions. 

In probate matters, the commissioner can 
admit to record or reject any will, can appoint 
executors and administrators of wills and estates, 
and can fix and approve bonds as required. In civ­
il proceedings, he can authorize orders of attach­
ment and garnishment and writs of possession. He 
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may also conduct judicial sales if so authorized 
by the chief judge of the district. Writs of for­
cible entry and detainer and warrants of restitu­
~ion can also be,issued by a commissioner. He may 
1ssue orders of 1nvoluntary hospitalization of the 
m~ntally ill for periods not exceeding 7 days. 
F1nally, he can compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of evidence. The chief district 
judge can temporarily assign a commissioner to an­
other county within the district. Commissioners 
are subject to the retirement and removal author­
ity of the Judicial Retirement and Removal Commis­
sion. 

[Const, §113; S.C.R. 5J 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Retirement and Removal Commission. 
~he commission is composed of a Court of Appeals 
Judge, selected by that court· one Circuit Court 
ju~ge.and one District Court judge, selected b; a 
maJor1ty vote of the judges of those Courts re-

, 1 ' spect1~e y; one member of the bar, sppointed by its 
govern1ng body; and two persons, not members of the 
bar or bench, appointed by the Governor. 

[Const. H21J 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Any jus­
tice or judge of the court of justice can be re­
tired for disability or suspended without payor 
removed for good cause by the commission. Such ac­
tions are subject to judicial review by the Supreme 
Court. Upon its own motion or upon receiving a 
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written verified complaint, the commission makes a 
preliminary investigation to determine whether 
formal proceedings should be initiated. Notice of 
the inve~tigation is given to the judge, but he is 
not ~et 1nformed of the name of the complainant. 
~he Ju~ge 7an appear informally at the preliminary 
1nvest1gat10n. If the commission concludes that 
formal proceedings are necessary, the judge and his 
counsel are so notified. They are also cold the 
~ame of the,complainant and are given an opportun-
1ty to exam1ne all factual information before the 
commission. The judge has 15 days to file an an­
swer. Formal hearings require the attendance of 
at least five of the commission's six members. 
Disciplinary action requires a minimum of four 
~otes. All matters relating to commission pro~eed­
lngs are confidential unless ordered otherwise by 
the Supreme Court or the commission. Upon the re­
quest of the judge being investigated, the record 
can al~o be ~ade public. Breach of confidentiality 
by an lnvest1gator or commission member is deemed 
contempt of Court and grounds for removal of a com­
missioner. In general, the Rules of Civil Proce­
dure a~ply to commission proceedings except that 
proof 1S by clear and convincing evidence. Fir11 
orders of the commission can be appealed to the 
Supreme Court. Notice thereof must be filed within 
I? days •. The Supreme COurt has the power to af­
f1rm, mOdlfy, or set aside in whole or in part the 
order of the commission or to remand the action to 
the commission for further proceedings. 

[Const. §121; K.R.S. §34.330; S.C.R. 4.000 to 
4.300J 

.), 

LOUISIANA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. Sessions of the court are held 
at New Orleans. Dates and hours of court sessions 
are determined by the Court and noted on the calen­
dar of hearings. 

[Supreme Court Rule (hereinafter S.C.R.) IV] 
1.2 Organization. The state is divided into six 
Supreme Court districts for election purposes. 
Each district elects one justice, except for one 
district that elects two. The court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 

[Constitution Article 5, Section 4; Title 13 
Louisiana Statutes Annotated--Revised Statutes 
(hereinafter L.R.S.A. preceded by title 
number), §lOlJ 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The -Supre~e Court has exclusive original 

jurisdiction in disciplinary proceedings against 
members of the bar. 

b. A case is directly appealable to the Supreme 
Court if a law or ordinance has been declared un­
constitutional, or if a defendant has been convic­
ted of a felony, or if a fine exceeding $500 or 
imprisonment exceeding 6 months has actually been 
imposed. In criminal matters, the court's juris­
diction extends only to questions of law. lbe 
court has appellate jurisdiction over all issues 
involved in a civil action properly before it, and 
in those cases its jurisdiction extends to both law 
and facts. In general, civil matters from the 
trial courts are appealed to the intermediate ap­
pellate court. Further review by the Supreme Court 
is at its discretion. Each justice of the court 
has the power to issue extraordinary writs subject 
to review by the whole court. The intermediate 
appellate court may certify any question of law 
before it to the Supreme Court. That court may 
then give its binding instruction or decide the 
case upon the whole record. 

[ConsL, Art. 5, §§2, 5, 10, 11; S.C.R. XJ 
1.4 Justices (7) 

a. The justice most senior in service is desig­
nated the Chief Justice. He remains in this role 
as long as he serves on the court. 

b. Supreme Court justices must have been admit­
ted to the state bar for at least 5 years prior to 
election. All justices and judges must have lived 
in their respective districts, circuits, or 
parishes for 2 years preceding their election. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to 10-
year terms in nonpartisan elections. Vacancies are 
filled by special election called by the Governor 
and held within 6 months. Pending the election, 
the vacancy is filled by Supreme Court appointment. 
Such appointees are ineligible for election to fill 
the vacancy. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§3, 6, 22, 24; National 
Survey of Court Organization, p. 147; Judicial 
Adminis tra tor] 
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1.5 Administration 
a. The Supreme Court has general supervisory 

jurisdiction over all courts in the state. It 
exc;cises administration and supervision over the 
entire CQurt system through the Chief Justice, who 
is the chief administrative officer of the state 
judicial system; the chief judges of the Court of 
Appeal; the chief judges of the District Court; and 
the presiding judges of the Juvenile Court, Family 
Court, and City Court. Reference Section 5.1 (Gen­
eral administrative authority). The Chief Justice, 
however, has no specifically articulated duties 
with regard to the administration of the Supreme 
Court. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level 
administrator). 

c. One clerk and one deputy clerk are appointed 
by and serve at the pleasure of the court. There 
are no formal provisions for assi'gning administra­
tive duties to the clerk. He supervises his own 
office personnel and has responsibilities as deter­
mined by the court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§5, 6, 7; 13 L.R.S.A. H21; 
Judicial Administrator] 

1.6 Rule-making. The court is constitutionally 
empowered to establish procedural rules for the 
entire court system provided they do not conflict 
with la\". The Supreme Court also has the authority 
to establish administrative rules that do not con­
flict with law. 

(Const., Art. 5, §5] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEAL. The court sits in Baton 
Rouge, Shreveport, Lake Charles, and New Orleans 
for a term coterminous with the calendar year. 

(13 L.R.S.A. §§3l2, 312.1; Judicial Administra­
torJ 

2.2 Organization. The state is divided into four 
circuits with a court in each circuit. Each cir­
cuit is divided into at least three districts, with 
at least one judge elected from each district. 
Panels of at least three judges are constitutional­
ly mandated. Each Court ordinarily sits in rotat­
ing panels composed of three judges as may be di­
rected by the chief judge. In exceptional cases 
or when deemed necessary or expedient by the 
judges, the Court may sit in panels of more than 
three judges or en bane. To modify or reverse a 
District Court judgment, the vote of a 3-judge 
panel must be unanimous. (Generally a majority 
vote of the panel is sufficient.) If one judge 
dissents, the case must be r~argued before a panel 
of at least five judges. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§8, 9; Uniform Rules: Court 
of Appeal (hereinafter U.R.C.A.), V] 

2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. Court of Appeal judges may issue extraordi­

nary writs subject to review by the other jud~es of 
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Fines less than $500; 

sentences less than 6 months • 

JVVEIHLF. CfI[RT (J) 

9 judge" 
Jurisdiction! 
(Caddo, Jefferson, and Or!eanf, Parislll:~!'i) 
- De<;ertlon, non-support I and <1dllptlcHl. 
- l\dlllt l.:r1ml''':; ,lgain5t jUVt;.>1l11~~G nut 

punishahle hy death or hard lahor. 
- ~lq~h'ct find dtdinqut!'C'Y mattt~r$. 
- Prl..J\:et'LHng;; conc(~rn!.n~ tlll> l;nlform 

Reciprucdl Enforcement of Support Act, 
including paternity. 

CITY COURT (49) 
11 full-t i17a~ judges; 49 pan-t iT'le jlJdges 
Ju r 1 sd I c t ion: 
- CivIl varies from less than SlOlJ to 

less than 53 1 000. Small claims up to 
$750. 

- Criminal not punish..lblc by hard labor. 
Prelinindry hearings. 

Nc; jury trl.tl.,. 

PAR! Sil eOl'RT (3) 
5 judge, 
Juri.diction: 
- Civil action', under SSIOOO. 
- Criminal not punis-hable by hard lrlb()r. 
No jury triah. 

JUSTICE OF T'IE PEACE COIJRT (376) 
376 part-time justices of the peace 
JurisdictiQ',: 
- Civil 'ictions under S750. 
- Committir.g IlUlglstrate. in non-capital 

cases nuf necessarily punishable by 
hard lab )r. 

No jury trials. 

------------------~ 
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TRAFFIC r;OURT OF 
NEll ORLEANS 
4 pa rt-t ime judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- }tun1cipdl ,.Jrdinancet', 

and traffic vioVltions. 
No jun" trials. 

MllNICIPAL CO!JRT OF 
NEW Oi<LEANS 
4 pan-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Cl ty ordi nance viola­

tions ~xcept traffic. 
- Violations of state 

statute not t rfable by 
a jury and not i nvol v­
tng traffic matters. 

No jury trials. 

NAYOR'S cr,VRT (250) 
250 parl-t ime judges 
.!<lrlsuictlon: 
- Municipal ordini;tncc 

violations. 
No jury trials. 

] 

] 

J 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

..:.ourts of 
llmi ted 

jurisdictioll 

,)" 

their court. 
b. Each Court of Appeal has appellate jurisdic­

tion over all civil matters decided within its 
circuit and over matters appealed from Family and 
Juvenile Courts, except criminal prosecutions of 
persons other than juveniles. Each court has 
supervisory jurisdiction over cases in which an 
appeal may be taken to it. In general, the court's 
jurisdiction extends to law and facts. civil ap­
peals from the City and Parish Courts are heard by 
the Court of Appeal. The Court of Appeal does not 
have appellate jurisdiction over adult criminal 
matters. 

[Const., ,~rt. 5, §§2, 10; Code of Civil Proce­
dure (hereinafter C.C.P.), Article 5001] 

2.4 Judges (33) 
a. The judge on each court most senior in 

service is designated the chief judge. He remains 
in this role as long as he serves on the court. 

b. Court of Appeal judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Court of Appeal judges are elected to 10-
year terms in nonpartisan elections by the voters 
of their respective districts within the circuits. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§8, 9, 12, 22; Judicial Ad­
ministrator] 

2.5 Administration 
a. The chief judge of each court is responsible 

for court administration subject to rules adopted 
by the court. The chief judges designate judges 
to the rotating panels. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeal. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Each Court of Appeal selects its clerk. 
There are no formal provisions for assigning admin­
istrative duties to the clerks. The clerk of each 
Court of Appeal supervises his own office personnel 
and has responsibilities as determined by the 
court. 

[ConsL, Art. 5, §§12, 13; U.R.C.A., V; 
Judicial AdministratorJ 

2.6 Rule-making. The Court of Appeal is authorized 
to adopt rules governing practice and procedure, 
provided they are consistent with the law. 

[Code of Criminal Procedure (hereinafter 
C.Cr.P.), Article 18; C,C,P" Art. 193] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §503] 
3.2 Organization. The state is divided into 64 
parishes, which (excluding Orleans Parish) have 
been formed into 39 judicial districts with one 
District Court sitting in each district. Orleans 
Parish has a Criminal District Court and a Civil 
District Court. The number of judges per court 
varies from 1 to 13. There are presently 12 
single-judge districts. In districts composed of 
more than one parish, the judge or judges sit al­
ternately in each parish. No session in any parish 
can be fixed for less than 1 or more than 3 weeks. 
District Courts are fonnally divided into geograph­
ic divisions for th~ purpose of nomination and 
election of judges only. The CrimCnal District 
Court of Orleans Parish is divided into two Appel­
late Divisions, with the judges of the court equal­
ly divided between the two divisions. The court 
also has a Magistrate's Section consisting of the 
magistrate judge and four commissioners. This 
section provides committing magistrate services 
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(reference Sections 6.2.3 and 6.2.4 Quasi-Judicial 
Officers). The Civil District Court of Orleans 
Parish is ma~dated by statute to create by court 
rule a Domestic Relations Section of not less than 
two judges. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§502, 1138; Criminal District 
Court Rules III, IV; 1979 Sessions Laws, Act 
460; Judicial Administrator] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 

:.'. 

a. The District Court has original jurisdiction 
in all criminal and civil matters. It has exclu­
sive original jurisdiction in felony cases and in 
cases inVOlving the following: title to immovable 
property; the right to office or other public posi­
tion; civil or political rights; probate and suc­
cession matters; the state or its political sub­
divisions as defendants; and the appointment of 
receivers or liquidators for corporations or part­
nerships. The District Court's juriSdictional 
division in Orleans Parish is unique in that there 
are two separate courts--the Criminal District 
Court and the Civil District Court. 

b. Some appeals from judgm~nts of courts of 
limited jurisdiction, except Juvenile and Family 
Courts, are made to the District Court. The Crimi­
nal District Court of Orleans Parish hears appeals 
of misdemeanor convictions from the Municipal Court 
of New Orleans and the Tr~ffic Court of New 
Orleans. 

[Const., Art. 5, §16; 11 L.R.S.A. §§13, 1137, 
1336, 1402, 1423, 1604, 1688, 1896; Criminal 
District Court Rules III, IV] 

3.4 Judges (161) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

all the districts of the District Court. Chief 
judges for th~ individual districts are elected 
annually by peer vote. 

b. District Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. District Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their respective districts. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§l5, 17, 24; Judicial Admin­
istrator] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provLs10n for a chief 

judge over all the districts of the District Court, 
the individual districts have chief judges. Al­
though there are no statutory duties assigned to 
the chief judges, the individual courts may pre­
scribe duties by court rule, as has been done in 
the 19th Judicial District. For example, that 
court's chief judge is assigned the following re­
sponsibilities: regulation and enforcement of 
hours for court operation; appointment of court 
committees; preparation of recommended policies 
and plans and submission of such recommendations 
to the entire court or to other authorities as 
appropriate; representation of the court in cere­
monial functions and in its relations with other 
governmental branches, other courts, and the news 
media; coordination of vacation schedules; approv­
al of judicial absences for conference attendance; 
supervision of the court administrator; supervi­
sion of court finances including planning and 
budget preparaLion; and others. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. Al­
though there are no statutory provisions for court 
administrators for the individual districts, courts 
may, !l,lWeVer, estah lish such a position by court 
rule. Ti,',' 19th Judicial District Court has estab­
lished the ~0sition of court administrator. He 
serves as chail"~lln of the jury commissioners and 



supervises the court reporter pool among other 
duties. 

c. District Court clerks are constitutional 
officers elected to 4-year terms by the voters of 
their respective parishes. There are no formal 
provisions for assigning administrative duties to 
the clerks. They sup!!'rvisE! their own office per­
sonnel and have responsihilities as determined by 
the court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §28; West's Louisiana Rules 
of Court 1979 (hereinafter 1979 Court Rules), 
p. 446; Rules of the 19th Judicial District 
Court, General Rule II, Section 2; Judicial 
Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. The District Court is autho­
rized to adopt rules of practice and procedure pro­
vided they are consistent with the law. The court 
may adopt rules for conducting business. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §472; C.Cr.P., Art. 18; C.C.P., 
Art. 193) 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 CITY COURT. The City Court sits in continu­
ous session. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1901] 
4.2.1 Organization. Prior to 1974 a City Court 
could be established in any ward (division) con­
taining a city of more than 5,000 inhabitants. 
lbere are 49 City Courts, including the First City 
Court and Second City Court of New Orleans. Small 
Claims Divisions may be established in City Courts. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§1872, 5202; C.C.P., Art. 4844; 
Annual Report 1978, pp. 32-33] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The criminal jurisdiction of the City Court 

is limited to those of tenses that are not punish­
able by imprisonment at bard labor, including 
ordinance violations. City Court judges may re­
quire bond to keep tbe ?ea~e; issue arrest war­
rants; examine, commit, -md admit to bail and dis­
charge; and hold prelimi~ary examinations in all 
noncapital cases. The Ci.ty COUI·t has small claims 
jurisdiction up to $750., The City Court's civil 
jurisdiction is concurrent with the District Court 
involving sums up to $3,000. 

b. The City Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tion. ~ 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1894; C.C.P., Arts~,4~'3, 4844; 
1979 Session Laws, Act 46] " 

4.4.1 Judges (ll full-time and 49 part-t~,".e) 
a. If a City Court has more than one judl!i~, the 

senior judge serves as the presiding judge. '" 
b. City Court j~dges must meet the same quali- ~" 

fications as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. City Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their respective wards. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§15, 22; 13 L.R.S.A. §1873; 
Judicial Administrator] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. The presiding judges have no specifically 

articulated administrative duties. 
b. There are no prov~s~ons for administrators 

for the City Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Most City Court clerks are appointed by and 
serve Be the pleasure of the City Court judge. The 
clerks of the First and Second City Courts of New 
Orleans are elected by the voters within their 
territorial jurisdiction. The clerk has responsi­
bility for keeping the minutes and docket of the 
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court; keeping the seal and signing off on all 
legal process; and certifying documents. In the 
absence of the judge, the clerk may sign any court 
order that needs the judge's signature. The clerk 
supervises his own office personnel. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§1884, 1885, 2153; Judicial 
Administrator] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. A City Court may adopt a:nd 
amend rules for conducting judicial business. All 
such rules, whether procedural or administrative, 
must be consistent with law. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§1902, 2488.2, 2488.31, 2488.72; 
C.C.P., Art. 193; C.Cr.p., Art. 18] 

4.1.2 PARISH COURT. The term of the Parish Court 
is coterminous with the calendar year. 

[Judicial Administrator] 
4.2.2 Organization. There are three Parish Courts 
in the state: two in Jefferson Parish and one in 
Ascension Parish. The two courts in Jefferson 
Parish have geographic jurisdiction on separate 
sides of the Mississippi River; the court in Ascen­
sion Parish has geographic jurisdiction over the 
entire parish. There are no specialized divisions 
of the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§2561.1, 2562.1, 2563.1; Judicial 
Administrator) 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Parish Court has criminal jurisdiction 

concurrent with the District Court over ordinance 
violations and offenses, but only those not punish­
able by imprisonment at hard labor. It has concur­
rent jurisdiction with the District Court over con­
troversies not exceeding $5,000, including suits 
for possession of leased premises. 

b. The Parish Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tion over the Justice of the Peace Court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§2561.3, 2562.3, 256J.3; C.C.P., 
Art. 4842; 1979 Se3sions Laws, Act 46; Judicial 
Administrato::] 

4.4.2 Judges (5) 
a. The Parish Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. Parish Court judges must meet the same qual­

ifications as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. Parish Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their respective wards. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§15, 22; 13 L.R.S.A. 
§§256l.5, 2562.5, 2563.5] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Parish Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Parish Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-l~vel administrator). 

c. District Court clerks serve as clerks of the 
Parish Court. Reference Section 3.5.l.c. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§256l.l2, 2562.12, 2563.11] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The Pariah Court has the same 
rule-making authority as the District Court. Ref­
erence Section 3.6. 

4.1.3 MUNICIPAL COURT OF NEW ORLEANS. The term of 
the Municipal Court of New Orleans is coterminous 
with the calendar year. 

[Judicial Administratod 
4.2.3 Organization. The Municipal Court of New 
Orleans has citywide jurisdiction. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2493] 

.'!" 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Municipal Court of New Orleans has ju­

risdiction over all ordinance violations, except 
those involving traffic matters. It also has con­
current jurisdiction with the Criminal District 
Court over violations of state statutes that are 
not triable by a jury and do not involve traffic 
matters. The court's maximum penalty is a $300 
fine or 5 months in jailor both. 

b. The Municipal Court of New Orleans has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§2493, 2500; 1979 Session Laws, 
Act 268] 

4.4.3 Judges (4 part-time) 
a. The Municipal Court of New Orleans does not 

have a presiding judge. 
b. Municipal Court of New Orledns judges must 

have practiced law in the state for at least 5 
years. They must also be qualified voters of 
Orleans Parish. 

c. Municipal Court of New Orleans judges are 
elected to 8-year terms by the voters of the parish 
of Orleans. 

[Const., Art. 5, §22j 13 L.R.S.A. §2492, 
2501.1] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. There is no provision for a presiding judge 

for the Municipal Court of New Orleans. 
b. There is no provision for an administrator 

for the Municipal Court of New Orleans. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The Municipal Court of New Orleans appoints 
its own clerk, who serves at its pleasure. He 
supervises his own office personnel and has re­
sponsibilities as determined by the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2495; Judicial Administrator] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. The Municipal Court of New 
Orleans is empowered to adopt rules and regulations 
necessary for the proper functioning of the court. 
All such rules, whether procedural or administra­
tive, must be consistent with law. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2494; C.C.P., Art. 193; C.Cr.P., 
Art. 18] 

4.1.4 TRAFFIC COURT OF NE\'~ ORLEANS. The term of 
the Traffic Court of New Orleans is coterminous 
with the calendar year. 

[Judicial Administrator] 
4.2.4 Organization. The Traffic Court of New 
Orleans has geographic jurisdiction over the parish 
of Orleans. There are no specialized divisions of 
the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §501] 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Traffic Court of New Orleans has juris­
diction over all violations of ordinances or stat­
utes relating to traffic, unless the particular 
offense requires a trial by jury. 

b. The Traffic Court of New Orleans has no ap­
pellate jurisdiction. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2501.l] 
4.4.4 Judges (4 part-time) 

a. The Traffic Court of New Orleans does not 
have a presiding judge. 

b. Traffic Court judges must have practiced law 
in the state for at least 5 years. They must also 
be qualified voters of Orleans Parish. 

c. Traffic Court of New Orleans judges are 
elected to 8-)~.lr terms by the voters of the 
parish. 

[Const., Art. 5, §22: 13 L.R.S.A. §§2492, 
2501.1J 
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4.5.4 Admini:ration 
a., Th;;.;-Is no provio""h for a prelHding judge 

for Lhe Tlaffic Court U~ New Orleans. 
b. There is no pru/ision for an administrator 

for the Traffic Court of New Orle~ns. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The court appoints a cler,t who serves at its 
pleasure. The clerk suoervises ;1is own office per­
sonnel and has duties as determined by the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §250l.l; Judicial Administrator] 
4.6.4 Rule-making. The Traffic Court of New 
Orleans has the same rule-making authority as the 
Municipal COurt of New Orleans. Reference Section 
4.6.3. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2501.1J 

4.1.5_.:!.!:!.~Il~_OF THE PEACE COURT. The term of the 
Justi " _Ii I ',e Peace Court is coterminous with the 
ca len'~i'\r yedr. 

i~uuicial Administrator] 
~:'.5 Organization. Parishes are divided into 
wards with one justice serving most wards and a few 
wards served by two justices. In some parishes, 
wards may be consolidated into a district with one 
justice serving the district. In a special Ld~e, 
West Feliciana Parish has only one justice of the 
peace for the entire parish. In a ward where a 
City Court is established, the office of justice 
of the peace is ahnlished. There are no special­
ized divisions of the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1872, 2588; National Survey of 
Court Organization, p. 149] 

4.3.5 Jurisdiction 
a. Justices of the peace have criminal juris­

diction as committing magistrates only. They have 
the power to bailor discharge in cases not capital 
nor necessarily punishable at hard labor. They may 
require bonds to keep the peace. They have con­
current jurisdiction with the District Court in all 
civil matters involving $750 or less, inclUding 
suits for possession or ownership of movable prop­
erty or suits of landlords for the possession of 
leased premises. 

b. The Justice of the Peace Court has no appel­
late jurisdiction. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2584; C.C.P., Art. 4844J 
4.4.5 Judges (376 part-time) 

a. The Justice of the Peace Court does not have 
presiding judges. 

b. A justice of the peace must be of good moral 
character, a freeholder, and a qualified voter, Who 
is able to read and write English. 

c. Justices of the peace are elected to 4-year 
terms. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §258l.l] 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Justice of the Peace Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrator~ 
for the Justice of the Peace Court. 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Justice of the Peace Court. Each justice of the 
peace has a constable who is elected to a 4-year 
term. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §2581.2] 
4.6.5 Rule-making. There are no statutory prol"" 
sions concerning the rule-making authority <'f tt,. 
justices of the peace. In practice, the ;u'.! L: .. ;i 
of the peace make their own rule~ subject I" o'll 
supervisory authority of the Supreme Court. 

[Judicial Administrator] 



a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Mayor's Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Mayor's Court. 

c. There are no 
Mayor's Court. 

provisions for clerks for the 

4.6.6 Rule-making. There are no statutory provi­
sions regarding the rulemaking authority of the 
Mayor's Court. In practice, the mayors make their 
own rules subject to the supervisory authority of 
the Supreme Court. 

[Judicial Administrator] 

4.1.7 FAMILY COURT. The Family Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §l406] 
4.2.7 Organization. The only Family Court is 
located in the parish of East Baton Rouge. The 
court's geographic jurisdiction is lh~ parish. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §140l] 
4.3.7 jurisdiction 

a. The Family Court has original jurisdiction 
over all cases involving domestic relations prob­
lems such as divorce, separation, annulment, pater­
nity, alimony, child support, custody by habeas 
corpus or otherwise, visitation rights, and all 
matters incidental thereto. It also has the same 
jurisdiction as the Juvenile Court (reference Sec­
tion 4.3.8.a). 

b. The Family Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§140l, 1422] 
4.4.7 Judges (3) 

1. If a Family Court has more than one judge, 
thp ~eoior judge serves as presiding judge. 

h. Family Court judges must meet the same qual­
':icotions as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
)<!ction 1.4.b. 

c. Family Court judges are elected to 6-year 
term~ by the voters of the parish of East Baton 

:"'"'''' Art. 5, §22j 13 L.R.S.A. §l403j Judi­
. i. 1 hd~iuistratorl 
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4.5.7 Administrati()n 
a. The presiding judge has no specifically 

articulated administrative duties. 
b. There is no provision for an administrator 

for the Family Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The District Court clerk serves as the 
Family Court clerk. Reference Section 3.5.c. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1597) 
4.6.7 Rule-making. The Family Court has the same 
rule-making authority as the District Court. 
Reference Section 3.6. 

4.1.8 JUVENILE COURT. The Juvenile Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§1565, 1568, 1596] 
4.2.8 Organization. The Juvenile Court is located 
in Caddo, Jefferson, and Orleans Parishes. There 
are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§1564, 1595.1, 1596) 
4.3.8 Jurisdiction 

a. The Juvenile Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction in proceedings concerning any neglect­
ed or abandoned child who resides in or who is 
found within the parish. It has similar jurisdic­
tion over children who violate any law or ordi­
nance. The court is empowered, however, to trans­
fer some serious cases involving juveniles to the 
District Court. Specifically, this involves a 
child 15 years of age or older who has been charged 
with first or second degree murder, mans laugh ter, 
aggravated rape, armed robbery, aggravated burg­
lary, or aggravated kidnapping. After a hearing, 
the transfer of the case is at the discretion of 
the Juvenile Court judge. Such a decision repre­
sents an interlocutory judgment, which either the 
child or state or both have the right to have 
reviewed summarily by the Supreme Court. The Juve­
nile Court also has jurisdiction over proceedings 
concerning the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of 
Support Act, including paternity. 

b. The Juvenile Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§1570, 1571.1, 1571.4, 1664, 
1681] 

4.4.8 Judges (9) 
a. The Juvenile Court does not have statutory 

provisions for presiding judges. The Jefferson 
Parish Juvenile Court has established the position 
by court rule. 

b. Juvenile Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Juvenile Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of their respective parishes. 

[Const., Art. 5, §22; 13 L.R.S.A. §§1564, 
1595.1, 1596] 

4.5.8 Administration 
a. Whereas there are no statutory provisions 

for presiding judges for the Juvenile Court, the 
Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court has established the 
position by court rule. The presiding judge of 
this Court is responsible for direct supervision 
of social services provided by the COUrt. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Juvenile Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. District Court clerks serve as clerks of the 
Juvenile Court (reference Section 3.5.c), with the 
exception of the Orleans Parish Juvenile Court, 
which has its own clerk. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1597; Annual Report 1977, pp. 
23-26j Judicial Administrator] 

.), 

4.6.8 Rule-making. The Juvenile Court may make 
rules of practice and procedure consistent with the 
law. The Court may adopt rules for conducting 
business. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §412: C.Cr.p., Art. 18: C.C.P., 
Art. 193) 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court has general supervisory jurisdiction over all 
Courts in the state. It may establish procedural 
and administrative rules not in conflict with the 
law. The Chief Justice serves as the chief admin­
istrative officer of the judicial system of the 
state, subject to rules anopted by the Supreme 
Court. Reference Section 1.5.a. The Supreme Court 
has authority to assign a sitting or retired judge 
to any court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§5, 6; Judicial Administra­
tor) 

5.2 Office of the Judicial Administrator 
a. The Office of the judicial Administrator is 

authorized by Supreme Court Rule XXII, Section 7. 
b. Judicial Administrator 

(1) The position of Judicial Administrator 
ia constitutionally authorized. 

(2) The Judicial Administrator is appointed 
by the Supreme Court. There are no formal qualifi­
cations for the position. In practice, he is 
expected to be admitted to the bar. 

(3) The Judicial Administrator examines the 
administrative methods of the Court system and 
makes recommendations for their improvement to the 
Supreme Court and the Judicial Council (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences). He 
collects and analyzes the statistical data of the 
courts. He serves as ex officio secretary of the 
Continuous Rules Revision Committee (a standing 
committee made up of two Supreme Court justices, 
one Court of Appeal judge, one trial judge, and two 
lawyers, appointed by the Chief Justice to study 
recommended rule changes) and provides staff assis­
tance to the Judicial Budgetary Control Board (a 
bosrd that may authorize and direct transfer of 
funds between line items in the judiciary budget). 
The Judicial Administrator monitors judicial travel 
expenses and the expenses associated with the tem­
porary assignment of active and retired judges. 
The Supreme Court has designated the Judicial Ad­
ministrator as the chief executive officer of the 
Judiciary Commission (reference Section 7.1). 

c. Office organization. The Office of the Ju­
dicial Administrator consists of 12 people: 6 pro­
fessionals (including the Judicial Administrator) 
and 6 clerical personnel. The professional staff 
provides Support services in the following areas: 
systems analysis, programming, computer operations, 
records management, forms development, and field 
representation; payroll, accounting, auditing, and 
budgetingj legislative, executive, public, and 
media information, legislative liaison, and execu­
tive liaison: and planning and research activities 
which include statistical compilation, judicial ' 
planning, research, evaluation, and statistical 
analysis. 

6.1.1 NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Commissioner 

a. Commissioners are appointed by the court and 
serve at its pleasure. A commissioner must have 
the same qualifications as a judge, with the excep­
tion of residency. Reference Section 3.4.b. Com­
missioners are prohibited from practicing law. 

b. Commissioners hear and recommend disposition 
of criminal and civil proceedings arising out of 
the incarceration of state prisoners. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §71l to §713; 1979 Session Laws, 
Act 62] 

6.1.2 CIVIL DISTRICT COURT OF ORLEANS PARISH 
6.2.2 Commissioner 

a. Commissioners are appointed by the judges 
of the Civil District Court to 6-year terms. To 
qualify for the position, an individual must have 
practiced law in Orleans Parish for at least 5 
years. 

b. If it appears that a case will require more 
than 3 days to try, a judge may refer the matter 
to a commissioner. The matter is then set for 
trial before the commissioner and he submits a 
recommendation to the judge. Commissioners may 
administer oaths and can punish for contempt of 
court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §117lj 1979 Session Laws, Act 236J 

6.1.3 CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT OF ORLEANS PARISH 
6.2.3 Magistrate 

a. The magistrate must meet the same qualifi­
cations as a District Court judge (reference sec­
tion 3.4.b) and is elected to a 6-year term. 

b. The magistrate acts as committing magistrate 
in felony and misdemeanor charges and holds pre­
liminary examination with the authority to bailor 
discharge or to hold for trial. If authorized by 
the Criminal District Court, the magistrate may 
also hear preliminary motions, accept pleas in mis­
demeanor cases, hear and render judgments in other 
matters (including misdemeanor cases, preliminary 
to the trial on the merits), and conduct trials of 
misdemeanor cases. If authorized, he may issue and 
sign search and arrest warrants. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1346] 

6.1.4 CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT OF ORLEANS PARISH 
6.2.4 Commissioner 

a. Con~issioners are appointed by the judges 
of the Criminal District Court to 6-year terms. 
They must have practiced law in the state for at 
least 5 years prior to appointment. After appoint­
ment, they may engage in the practice of civil, but 
not criminal, law. 

b. The primary role of the commissioners is to 
assist the magistrate. They have the same powers, 
duties, jurisdiction, and functions as the magis­
trate. Reference Section 6.2.3.b. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §1347: 1979 Session Laws, Act 236] 

6.1.5 MAYOR'S COURT 
6.2.5 Nagistrate 

a. The Board(s) of Aldermen of certain towns 
and villages are authorized by statutes to appoint 
court magistrates. These magistrates must be at­
torneys. 

[Const., Art. 5, §7; S.C.R. XIV, XXII, XXIIIi 
Supreme Court Rule, General Administrative 
Rule Sections I, 4j Judicial Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

b. When appointed, magistrates exercise the 
powers and authority of the mayor over the partic­
ular Nayor's Court. 

[13 L.R.S.A. §§441 to 446] 
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Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judiciary Commission. The commission has nine 
members. One Court of Appeal judge and two Dis­
trict Court judges are selected by the Supreme 
Court. Three attorneys are chosen by the Confer­
ence of Court of Appeal Judges (reference Table 29: 
Judicial councils and conferences). Two of these 
attorneys must have been members of the bar for 
more than 10 years, and the third must have between 
J and 10 years of bar experience. The District 
Judges' Association (an unincorporated association 
of all district judges) selects three nonlawyer 
citizens. 

[Const., Art. 5, §25] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Commis­
sion procedures are specified by Supreme Court 
rules in accordance with the constitution. The 
commission investigates complaints involving will­
ful misconduct, willful and persistent failure to 
perform duty, persistent and public conduct pre-
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judicial to the administration of justice, conduct 
in office that constitutes a felony, and disabili­
ties that seriously interfere with a judge's judi­
cial duties. The judge is notified of the inves­
tigation and the name of the complainant. If war­
ranted by the preliminary investigation, a formal 
hearing is held. Witnesses are questioned under 
oath and can be subpoenaed. The judge has the 
right to introdUce evidence, to be represented by 
couns~l, and to examine and cross-examine witnes­
ses. If good cause exists, the commission can 
recommend certain disciplinary actions to the Su­
preme Court. The matter is then scheduled for 
argument and submission in open Court. Normally, 
1 hour is permitted for each side's oral argument. 
After the hearing, and if deemed appropriate, the 
Court may censure, suspend with or wit' out pay, 
remove from office, or retire the judge. Commis­
sion proceedings are confidential, while those 
before (he Supreme Court are not. 

[Const., Art. 5, §25; -,.C.R. XXIII] 
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1.1 SuPREME JUDICIAL COURT. As a matter of prac­
tife, the Court usually sits in Portland. 1be 
number of sessions I~hall be in accordance with 
rules promulgated by the Supreme Judicial Court." 

[4 Maine Revised Statutes Annotated 
(hereinafter M.R.S.A.) Section 53) 

1.2 Organization. When sitting as a trial court 
or conducting hearings, the court is called the 
Supreme Judicial Court. When sitting to determine 
questions of law arising in civil actions or in 
criminal trials and proceedings in trial courts, 
the Supreme Judicial Court is referred to as the 
"Law Court". Sitting as an "Appellate Division," 
not more than three justices of the Supreme Judi­
cial Court hear appeals of criminal sentences of 1 
year or more, except in any case in which a dif­
ferent sentence could not have been imposed. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §5l; 15 M.R.S.A. §2l4lj State Court 
Administrator! 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Judicial Court gives advisory 

opinions on important matters to the Governor, 
Senate, or House of Representatives. If a question 
of misconduct by an attorney is properly raised, 
any justice of the Supreme Judicial Court may re­
quire that attorney to app~ar and defend against 
possible removal of his or her license to practice 
law. The court may punish contempt against its 
authority by original proceedings. 

The justices of the court have original 
jurisdiction jointly with and equal to that of the 
Superior Court. The Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court may assign individual justices of the Supreme 
Judicial Court to do "single justice" work, hearing 
matters brought in Superior Court. They have all 
the power of justices of the Superior Court, except 
that they do not hold jury trials and they do not 
hear actions for divorce, annulment, or separation. 
This "single justice" work is done to help the Su­
perior Court with its caseload. 

Sitting as the Law Court, the court may de­
cide the following matters: 

(1) Questions of law arising in a case for 
which trial in a trial court has not been com­
pleted, where the trial court on its own initia­
tive has reported the case to the Law Court for 
determination of what legal principles apply to the 
facts of the case. 

(2) Questions of law in a case for which 
trial in a trial court has not been completed, 
where the parties submit an agreed statement of 
facts to the Law Court for determination of what 
legal principles apply to those facts. 

(3) Cases presenting a question of law. 
(4) All questions arising in cases in which 

equitable relief is sought. 
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(5) Motions to dissolve certain injunctions. 
(6) Unresolved questions of Maine law 

arlslng in federal courts, where federal courts 
seek instruction by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

b. Sitting as the "Appellate Division" of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, three justices hear appeals 
from sentences of 1 year or more imposed in crimi­
nal cases except in any case in which a different 
sentence could not have been imposed. 

Sitting as the Law Court, the Supreme Judi­
cial Court has appellate jurisdiction over the 
following matters: 

(1) Appeals by defendants in criminal cases. 
(2) Appeals from any of the judges vf pro-

bate. 

(3) Appeals from the Superior Court by any 
aggrieved party in Bny civil case. 

(4) Appeals from divisions of a single jus­
tice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

(5) Appeals on questions of law by the 
state in criminal and juvenile cases "'hich ar.~ 
limited to cross appeals and to appeals of certain 
pretrial orders. 

(6) Appeals from the Superior Court on ques­
tions of law in juvenile cases. 

(7) Appeals on questions of law from final 
decisions 0 f the Public Ut ili ties Commiss ion. 

(8) Review of the justness or rea~onabke­
ness of a Public Utilities Connnission ratl~, tull, 
or charge, or of the conytitutionality of a ruling 
or order by that commission, but only to the 
extent of the lawfulness of such ruling or on:er. 

(9) Appeals from Superior Court review of 
certain orders of the Board of Environmental Pro­
tection. 

(10) Appeals on questions of law [rom deci­
sions of the Workmen's Compensution Connnission. 

(11) Appeals on questions of law from 
Superior Court review of actions by governmental 
agencies. 

[Const., Art. VI, §3j 4 M.R.S.A. §§7, 57, lOS, 
851; 14 M.R.S.A. §l85lj 15 M.R.S.A. §§2115, 
2l1S-A, 2141, 3407; l8-A M.R.S.A. §1-308; 35 
M.R.S.A. §303, 305j 38 M.R.S.A. §346j 39 
M.R.S.A. §l03; Maine Rules of Civil Procedul~e, 
Rule 80B; State Court Administrutor) 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is selected in the slime 

manner as are the other justices. He serves as 
Chief Justice for his full tel"l11. 

b. Supreme Judicial Court justices must bl' 
United States citizens, and "learned in the 11m lind 
of sobriety of manners." 

c. Su preme Judicial Court jus tiel'S ure nomi­
nated and appointed by the Governor, subject to re­
view by the Joint Standing COllunittee on the Judi­
ciary (a joint committee of the legisluture which 
reviews judicial nominations and reports conclu-

------------------~~. ---------~----------------------------~ 



----~~' - - ---' ~---- --- -

sions before a vote is taken) and confirmation by 
the Senate. Unless removed or reappointed, jus­
tices hold office for 7 years. 

[Const., Art. V, Pt. 1, §8; Art. VI, §4; 3 
M.R.S.A. §§151, 152; 4 M.R.S.A. §l] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the head of the Judi­

cial Department. He exercises administration and 
superv~s~on over the entire court system through 
the State Court Administrator, Superior Court re­
gional presiding justices, and the District Court 
chief judge. Reference Section 5.1 (General 
adminiqtrative authority). His duties in regard 
to the administration of the Supreme Judicial 
Court include: 

(1) Decisions concerning the times and 
places for sessions of the Law Court. 

(2) Prescription of regulations for expense 
statements submitted by justices of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. 

(3) Assignment of cases and other matters 
to active retired justices of the Supreme Judicial 
Court. 

(4) Appointment of clerks and clerical as­
sistants for the Supreme Judicial Court and deter­
mination of their compensation. 

(5) Appointment of the clerk of the Law 
Court and designation of persons to act as addi­
tional clerks of the Law Court. 

(6) Assignment of justices and active re­
tired justices of the Superior Court to hold its 
trial sessions. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) • 

c. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court appoint~ the clerk of the Law Court, who 
serves full time at the pleasure of the Chief 
Justice. The clerk of the Law Court ,acts as re­
porter of decisions and keeps the dockets of the 
Law Court. From time to time, the'Chief Justice 
may designate one or more clerks of court or other 
competent persons to act ns additioncl clerks of 
the Law Court. The clerk 0 f the Law Court also 
serves as executive secretary of the Appellate 
Division. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§4, 6, 53, ";;4, 101, 551; State 
Court Administrator] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Judicial Court has 
power to make general rules governing practice and 
procedure in criminal and civil cases in the 
Superior and District Courts as well as rules gov­
erning practice and procedure in cases before the 
Administrative Court and cases before complaint 
justices (reference Section 6.1 Quasi-Judicial Of­
ficers). This power is limited only by the con­
stitution and by the statutory caveat that no rule 
shall modify substantive rights. The Supreme 
Judicial Court also has power to prescribe rules 
of evidence for criminal and civil cases before the 
Supreme Judicial Court, the Superior Court, the 
District Court, and the Probate Court. Finally, 
the Supreme Judicial Court has authority to make 
and promulgate rules, regulations, and orders gov­
erning the administration of the Judicial Depart-
ment. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§l, 8, 9, 9-A; State Court Admin­
istrator] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Maine. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The regional presiding jus­
tice in each of the three judicial regions in the 
state determines when sessions will be held in each 
county in his region. If necessary, the Chief 
Justice may authorize special sessions in addition 
to the regularly scheduled ones. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§110, Ill]. 
3.2 Organization. Superior Court is held in the 
county courthouse in each county. The justi.ces sit 
individually, traveling from one court to the next 
within the three judicial regions in the state. 

[State Court Administrator] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. l~e Superior Court exercises original ju­
risdiction over all matters, either exclusively or 
concurrently with other courts, that are not with­
in the jurisdiction of the Supreme Judicial Court 
sitting as the Law Court or the exclusive juris­
diction of the Administrative Court or the Dis­
trict Court. All felonies are heard in Superior 
Court, even if the defendant waives his right to a 
jury trial. Civil jury cases must be tried in 
Superior Court. The court also has jurisdiction 
to provide injunctive relief, supervise mortgage 
foreclosures, compel parties to perform their con­
tracts, settle partnership disputes, and decide 
acrions to quiet title or settle property disputes. 
It shares with the District Court jurisdiction in 
divorce and other matters involving domestic rela­
tions. 

b. The Superior Court hears civil and criminal 
appeals from District Court cases, and juvenile ap­
peals from the District Court sitting as the Juve­
nile Court. In addition, it hears appeals from the 
Administrative Court. 

[4 M.R.S.A §1157, 14 M.R.S.A. §§105, 401, 
1157, 6051, 6651; 5 M.R.S.A. §240l; 15 
M.R.S.A. §§2lll, 2114, 2ll5-A, 2661, 3401, 
3402, 3405; State Court Administrator] 

3.4 Justices (14) 
a. There is no provision for a chief justice 

over the Superior Court. The Chief Justice ap-
- points regional presiding Superior Court justices 

for each of the three judicial regions in the 
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s ta te. 
b. Superior Court justices mUEt meet the same 

qualifications as the Supreme Judicial Court jus­
tices. Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. Superior Court justices are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Judi­
cial Cour~ justices. keference Section 1.4.c. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §19] .-~" 
3.5 Administration 

a. The regional presiding justices determine 
when and where court will be held withiq their re­
spective regions, what business will be conducted, 
and when the grand jury will meet. The Supreme 
Judicial Court may by rule give the regional pre­
siding justices additional duties to perform. 

b. There are no provisions for an administra­
tor over all the Superior Courts. Each of the 
three regional presiding justices employs, supe~­
vises, and is assisted by a Superior Court regi,n­
al court administrator. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The individual courts are administered in 
each co~nty by a clerk of court. Until 1975, t.a 
clerks were elected and served 4-year terms. Now 
they are under the statewide court personnel sys­
tem administered by the Chief Justice of the 

,), 

Supreme Judicial Court. In general, the clerk is 
responsible for keeping the records of the court, 
managing case files, administering courtroom pro­
ceedings while the court is in session, scheduling 
cases, and handling communications between the 
court and attorneys, jurors, and witnesses. Among 
the duties specifically required of the clerk by 
statute are the following: receiving and recording 
fines and forfeitures; preparing quarterly account­
ings for the state auditor; holding funds in escrow 
in civil cases; administering oaths; keeping mili­
tary service records; recording final judgments; 
and recording indictments and criminal appeals. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§19, 110, 551, 554, 556, 557, 558, 
560, 563, 564; State Court Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Sl\~reme Judicial Court deter­
mines the rules of procedure and the rules of 
evidence to be followed in the Superior Court. 
Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 DISTRICT COURT. The chief judge determines 
when court sessions will be held. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §164] 
4.2.1 Organization. There are 33 divisions of the 
District Court, organized into 13 districts. When 
the court sits in juvenile proceedings it is called 
the Juvenile Court. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§153, 154; 15 M.R.S.A. §3l0l] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. In c~iminal cases, the District Court may 
receive guilty pleas in felony cases. Preliminary 
hearings may be conducted to determine whether 
there is probable cau~e to prosecute in Superior 
Court. The court may try any misdemeanor. The 
District Court also holds trial for "civil viola­
tions" (including "traffic infractions"), which are 
noncriminal violations of the law that may not be 
punishable by imprisonment and for which there is 
no right to trial by jury. 

While much of the District Court's juris­
diction is concurrent with either the Superior 
Court or the Probate Court, it has exclusive orig­
inal jurisdiction in small claims cases and ju­
venile matters. The District Court may hear any 
civil case in which the damages sought do not ex­
ceed $20,000, and no relief other than money dam­
age is sought. Since there is no jury in District 
Court, civil jury cases may not be heard there. 
Civil cases in which the court shares jurisdiction 
with the Superior Court are divorce, marital sep­
aration, and domestic relations matters, and pro­
ceedings to settle property disputes. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris-
diction. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§152, 165; 14 M.R.S.A. §§6651, 
7451 ~. ~.; 15 M.R.S.A. §§806, 3001 et. 
~., 3101; 19 M.R.S.A. §588] 

4.4.1 Judges (20) 
a. The District Court is administered by a 

chief judge, who is designated by the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. There are 
no provisions for presiding judges for the in­
dividual districts. 

b. District Court judges must be members of the 
Maine Bar and residents in their districts. 

c. District Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor and serve 7-year terms. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §157] 
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4.5.1 Administration 
a. The chief judge's responsibilities include 

but are not limited to the following: approval of 
expense statements of other judges; assignment of 
judges 'It '.arge to hold court in any division where 
they are needed; supervision of the collection and 
publication of statistics on court business and 
conferences held; establishment of a Traffic Vio­
lations Bureau in accordance with the "Model Rules 
Governing Procedure in Tra.ffic Cases;" appointment 
and determination of salaries of clerks and cler­
ical assistants; authorization atld determination 
of the salary of the complaint justices (reference 
Section 6.2); assignment of judges temporarily 
outside their own districts; submission of an 
annual budget to the Chief Justice or his 
delegate; and establishment of a Fisheries and 
Wildlife Bureau in each division. 

b. There are no provisions for an administra­
tor over all the District Courts. The chief judge 
employs, supervises, and is assisted by two re­
gional court administrators, one for the Northern 
Region and one for the Southern Region of the Dis­
trict Court system. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks are appointed by the chief judge 
where needed. They can be full-time or part-time. 
Their specific duties include fixing and taking 
bail, and scheduling appearances for those charged 
with criminal offenses cognizable by the court. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 164; 
State Court Administrator] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. The Supreme Judicial Court de­
termines the rules of procedure and the rules of 
evidence to be followed in the District Court. 
Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 PROBATE COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session except for legal holidays. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §303] , 
4.2.2 Organization. There is one Probate Court for 
each of the 16 counties in the state. There are 
no specialized divisions of the court. 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Probate Court has general jurisdiction 
to probate wills and to authorize executors or ad­
ministrators of estates to perform their duties; 
and jurisdiction over adoptions, name changes, ap­
pointment of guardians, and persons under guardisn­
ships. Jurisdict~on is shared with the Superior 
Court in the direction of specific acts to be done 
or property to be restored or transferred, and in 
all matters and cases relsting to the administra­
tion of estates. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §§251, 252] 
4.4.2 Judges (16) 

a. The Probate Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Probate Court judges must be residents of 
their districts and must be members of the Maine 
Bar. 

c. Probate Court judges are elected within 
their respective counties and serve 4-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VI, §6; 4 M.R.S.A. §30l]. 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. There are no' provisions for presiding judges 
for the Probate ~ourt. 

b. There ~re no provisions for administrators 
for the Probate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 
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c. There is one register of probate for each 
Probate Court. The register has care and custody 
of all files, papers, and books belonging to the 
probate office. He records all wills proved, let­
ters of administration or guardianship granted, 
bonds approved, accounts allowed, all petitions and 
decrees, and other matters as the judge directs. 
The register also keeps a docket of all probate 
cases and a record of each proceeding, and acts as 
auditor of accounts at the judge's request. 

[18 M.R.S.A. §§l-SOl, 1-S04, l-SOS]. 
4.6 "~ Rule-making. The Supreme Judicial Court 
pre;cribes the forms, practice, and procedure, in­
cluding rules of evidence, which are followed in 
all proceedings under the Probate r, ~e and all ap­
peals therefrom, provided that the rules are con­
sistent with the provisions of the code and do not 
abridge, enlarge, or modify any substantive right. 

[18 M.R.S.A. §1-304] 

4.1.3 ADMINISTRATIVE COURT. The Administrative 
Court sits in continuous session. 

[State Court Admir,istrator] 
4.2.3 Organization. The Administrative Court is a 
statewide court located in Portland. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §llSl] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Administrative Court has jurisdiction 
in all cases involving an agency's intention to 
suspend, rfvoke, or refuse a license. If the Ad­
ministrativ~ Court judges are disqualified, juris­
diction is granted to the District Court. 

b. The Administrative Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §llSl] 
4.4.3 Judges (2) 

a. The Administrative Court does not have a 
presiding judge. The court consists of an Admin­
istrative Court judge and an associate Administra­
tive Court judge. 

b. Administrative Court judges must be members 
of the Maine Bar and residents of their districts. 

c. Administrativ~ Court judges are appointed 
by the Governor, subject to review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Judiciary and to con­
firmation by the legislature, and serve 7-year 
terms. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §llSl]. 
4.S.3 Administration 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge for 
the Administrative Court. The Administrative Court 
judge, however, is responsible for the efficient 
operation of the court and for the proper conduct 
of business therein. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Administrative Court, Reference Section 
S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk is appointed by the Chief Justice. 
He has responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §llSl; State Court Administrator] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Administrative Court procedures 
are governed by Administrative Court rules that 
must be approved by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §11S2(S)] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is the head of the Judicial Department. 
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He is responsible for the efficient operation of 
the Judicial Department, for the expeditious dis­
patch of litigation, and for the proper conduct of 
business in all courts. He may require reports 
from all courts, and he may issue orders and regu­
lations necessary for the efficient operation of 
the Judicial Depart~ent and the prompt and 'proper 
administration of justice. Reference Section 
1.S .a. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §l] 
S.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 

a. The Administrative Office of the Courts is 
authorized by statute. 

(1) The State Court Administrator's posi­
tion is authorized by statute. 

b. State Court Administrator 
(1) The State Court Administrator must be a 

United States citizen. He must devote full time 
to official duties, to the exclusion of any pro­
fession for profit. The State Court Administrator 
is appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

(2) Under the basic statutory enumeration 
of the State Court Administrator's duties, he or 
she must: 

(a) Carryon a continuous survey and 
study of the Judicial Department and assist in 
long- and short-range planning. 

(b) Examine the status of dockets and 
make recommendations to the Chief Justice 'regarding 
personnel assignments. 

(c) Investigate complaints about court 
operations. 

(d) Prescribe uniform administrative and 
business methods. 

(e) Implement standards and policies set 
by the Chief Justice. 

(f) Act as fiscal officer for the Judi­
cial Department. 

(g) Examine arrangements for use and 
maintenance of court facilities. 

(h) Act as secretary to the Judicial 
Conference (reference Table 29: Judicial councils 
and conferences). 

(i) Submit an annual report to the Chief 
Justice, legislature, and Governor regarding the 
activities of the administrative office. 

(j) Maintain liaison with other branches 
of government and agencies. 

(k) Prepare and plan for the operation 
and organization of clerical offices serving the 
Superior Court, and, upon the request of the chief 
judge, for the District Court. 

(1) Implement preservice and inservice 
educational and training programs for nonjudicial 
personnel of the Judicial Department. 

(m) Perform other duties and attend to 
other matters consistent with powers delegated by 
statute as assigned by the Chief Justice and the 
Supreme Judicial Court. 

(n) Make recommendations for a uniform 
system of statistics and collect and analyze court­
related data. 

In addition, subject to the approval of 
the Chief Justice, the State Court Administrator 
must prepare biennially a consolidated operating 
budget for all courts in the state. Also subject 
to the approval of the Chief Justice, the State 
Court Administrator prescribes financial management 
procedures to be used in all courts. 

Figure 2: Maine state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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Finally, the State Court Administrator iR 
responsible for administrative,supervi?ion of the 
Maine Criminal Justice Sentenc~ng Inst~tute. 

c. Office organization. For the performance 
of his or her duties, the State Court Administra­
tor is authorized to appoint any assistants and 
~mpioyees and to purchase or lease any equipmen:, 
services. or facilities that may be needed, subject 
to the a~proval of the Chief Justice and within the 
limits of legislative appropriations. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §l3, 15, 17, 24; State Court Ad­
ministrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2 Complaint justice 

a. Complaint justices are appointed by and 
serve at the pleasure of the chief judge of the 
District Court. 

b. Complaint justices may receive complaints 
and issue processes for arrest of persons charged 
with offenses, issue search warrants; and e~dorse 
certificates of commitment of the mentally ~il. 

[4 M.R.S.A. §16l]. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Committee on Judicial Responsibility and 
DisRbility. The committee consists of seven mem-

bers: two members, either active or active re­
tired justices of the Superior Court, active or 
active retired judges of the District Court, or 
active judges of the Probate Court, appointed,by 
the Supreme Judicial Court; two attorneys adm~tted 
to the prac~ice of law in Maine, appointed by the 
Supreme Judicial Court on recommendation of the 
Governor; and three lay persons, appo~nted by the 
Supreme Judicial Court on recommendat~on of the 
Governor. 

[Administrative Office of the Courts, "Annual 
Report," 1979J .• 

7.2 Authority and procedure f~r,s~nction. ,The, 
Committee on Judicial Respons~b~l~ty and D~sab~l­
ity is authorized by the Supreme Judicia~ Cou:t to 
make recommendations to the court regard~ng dB­
cipline, disability, retirement, or remo~al of 
Supreme and Superior Court jU'stices and Judges of 
the District, Probate, and Administra~ive Courts. 
The committee acts on complaints of judicial mis­
conduct by investigating and conducting hearings 
on the alleged misconduct. As the committee is 
not a substitute for appeal, the committee's man­
date is narrow and can only inquire into miscon­
duct as defined by the Code of Judicial Conduct and 
matters of alleged disability. The Supreme Judi­
cial Court mayor may not accept the recommenda­
tion of the committee and may make its own recom­
mendation for removal by impeachment to the legis­
lature or the the Governor. 

[State Court Administrator] 

.. 
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MARYLAND 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The court sits in Annapolis. 
The term is fixed by court rule, but it cannot be 
less than 10 months per year. 

[Constitution, Article IV, Section 14] 
1.2 Organization. The Court 0 f Ailpeals does not 
sit in panels. The constitution requires a quorum 
of five judges. 

[Const., Art. IV, §l4] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has original jurisdic­
tion over bar disciplinary hearings, judicial dis­
ciplinary hearings, and bar admission3. The court 
also has original jurisdiction over matters dealing 
with the successor of the Governor. The Court of 
Appeals has the power to review legislative dis­
tricting and to order reapportionment if the exist­
ing districting is constitutionally defective. 

b. The Court of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­
tion over all cases in the Court of Special Appeals 
by writ of certiorari. The court also has exclu­
sive appellate jurisdiction with respect to a 
question of law certified to it under the Uniform 
Certification of Questions of Law Act. 

[Canst., Art. II, §6(g); Canst., Art. III, §5; 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Courts and Judicial 
Proceedings (1974) (hereinafter Code, C.J.), 
Sections 12-201, 12-307] 

1.4 Judges (7) 
a. The Governor designates one of the judges 

of the Court of Appeals to be the Chief ~ldge. He 
serves in this role until the end of his term. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must be citizens of 
Maryland, must be q~lalified voters, must have been 
residents of Maryland for at least 5 years, must 
have been residents of the geographic jurisdiction 
they serve for at least 6 months, must be admitted 
to the practice of law in Maryland, must be at 
least 30 years old, and must be "most distin­
guished for integrity, wisdom, and sound legal 
knowledge." 

c. Court of Appeals judges are appointed by the 
Governor and confi.~ed by the Senate. After 1 year 
in office, the judge faces a retention election on 
his record; if successful, he is elected to a 10-
year term. 

[Canst., Art. IV, §§2, SA, 14; State Court 
Administrator] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Judge is the administrative head 

of the state's judicial system. He exercises ad­
ministration and supervision over the entire court 
system through the Maryland Judicial Conference and 
the Conference of Circuit Court Judges (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences), the 
State Court Administrator, the chief judge of the 
Court of Special Appeals, the circuit administra­
tive judges, county administrative judges, Circuit 
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Court administrators, the chief judge of the Dis­
trict Court, and the district administrative 
judges. Reference Section 5.1 (General 
administrative authority). The Chief Judge has no 
specifically articulated duties with regard to the 
administration of the Court of Appeals. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) • 

c. The Court of Appeals appoints a clerk to 
serve at its pleasure. There are no formal provi­
sions for assigning administrative duties to the 
clerk. He exercises general supervisory authority 
over employees within his office. 

[Canst" Art. IV, §§l7, 18; Code, C.J., §2-401; 
State Court Administrator] 

1.6 Rule-making. TIle Court of Appeals has the 
power to make rules and regulations to govern the 
practice and procedure and judicial administration 
in the courts of Maryland; this power "is liber­
ally construed." These rules have the force of 
law, subject to change by the legislature. There 
is also a Standing Committee on the Rules of Prac­
tice and Procedure (made up of lawyers and judges 
and other persons competent in judicial practice, 
procedure, or administration) that meets periodi­
cally throughout the year. It recommends new rules 
and revisions to existing rules to the Court of 
Appeals. 

[Const., Art. IV, §18(a); Code, C.J., §§l-201, 
13-301; Annual Report 1978-79, p. 19] 

Intermediate Appellate C~urt 

2.1 COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS. The court sits in 
Annapolis. The term is fixed by court rule, but 
it cannot be less than 10 months per year. 

[Code, C.J., §1-403] 
2.2 Organization. The Court of Special Appeals 
sits in panels of not less than three judges and 
has statewide jurisdiction. 

[Code, C.J., §§l-402, 1-403] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Special Appeals has no original 
jurisdiction. 

b. The Court of Special Appeals has initial 
appellate jurisdiction over all causes except those 
where the Court of Appeals has been granted exclu­
sive appellate jurisdiction. 

[Code, C.J., §§12-307, 12-308] 
2.4 Judges (13) 

a. The Governor designates one of the judges 
to be the chief judge. 

b. Court of Special Appeals judges must meet 
th~ same qualifications as judges of the Court of 
Appeals. Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. Court of Special Appeals judges are selected 
in the same manner and for the aame term as Court 
of Appeals judges. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Canst., Art. IV, §2; Code, C.J., §l-402(a)] 

'1' 

I 
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Figure 1 Maryland court system, 1980 
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2.5 Administration . 
a. Subject to the direction of the Chief Judge 

of the Court of Appeals, the chief judge of the 
Court of Special Appeals is responsible for the 
administration of the court. To the extent appli­
cable, he possesses the authority granted to a 
county administrative judge (reference Section 
3.5.a). 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Special Appe~ls. Reference Sec­
tion 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The Court of Special Appeals appoints a 
clerk to serve at its p12asure. There are no 
formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerk. He exercises general 
supervisory authority over employees within his 
office. 

[Code, C.J., §2-40lj Maryland Rules of Proce­
dure (hereinafter Md. R.) 1200 bj State Court 
Administrator] 

2.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The term of the Circuit Court 
is determined by the local jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§2lA, 33] 
3.2 Organization. The state is divided into eight 
judicial circuits, each of which contains from one 
to five counties. There is a Circuit Court for 
each county. The Eighth Circuit is referred to as 
the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City and has the 
following divisions: the Superior Court of Balti­
more City, Court of Common Pleas, Baltimore City 
Court, Criminal Court of Baltimore, Circuit Court 
of Baltimore City, and Circuit Court No.2 of 
Baltimore City. 

[Const., Art. IV, §19] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

. a. Each Circuit Court has full criminal and 
civil jurisdiction in all cases unless exclusive 
original jurisdiction has been granted to another 
court. The court also has juvenile jurisdiction, 
except in Montgomery County where the District 
Court has this jurisdiction. In the Eighth Cir­
cuit, the Superior Court of Baltimore City, the 
Court of Common Pleas, and the Baltimore City Court 
hear all civil common-lal~ cases. The Court of 
Common Pleas also hears insolvency cases. The 
Criminal Court of Baltimore City handles all crimi­
nal cases and the two Circuit Courts of Baltimore 
City hear equity cases. In Montgomery and Harford 
Counties, probate matters are handled by the Cir­
cuit Court. 

b. The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over cases tried in District Court an~ Orphans' 
Court. In the Eighth Circuit, appeals from the 
District Court in civil matters are heard in the 
Baltimore City Court. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§20, 28, 29j Code, C.J., 
§§1-50l, 3-803, 12-403, 12-403a] 

3.4 Judges (97) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

all the circuits of the Circuit Court. Except for 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit where the Governor 
appoints the chief judge, the senior judge in 
length of service in each circuit is the chief 
judge of the circuit. A circuit administrative 
judge is appointed in each circuit by the Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals. In the absence of 
such an appointment, the chief judge of the cir­
cuit also serves as the circuit administrative 
judge. The circuit administrative judge, with the 
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approval of the Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, may appoint a county administrative judge 
for any county within his judicial circuit. In the 
Eighth Circuit, the circuit administrative judge 
acts as the county administrative judge. 

b. Circuit Court judges must meet the same re­
quirements as judges of the Court of Appeals. Ref­
erence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected by the 
citizens of their respective counties to 15-year 
terms. They exercise general supervisory authority 
over employees within their offices. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§2, 3, 5, 21j Md. R. 1200 
c.l, 1200 d.lj State Court Administrator] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the circuits of the Circuit Court, 
each circuit administrative judge, subject to the 
direction of the Chief Judge of the Court of Ap­
peals, is generally responsible for the administra­
tion of the several courts within his circuit and 
for the supervision of the county administrative 
judges within his circuit. He may perform any of 
the duties of a county administrative judge (see 
next paragraph), and must call a meeting of all 
judges of his circuit at least once every 6 months. 
The circuit administrative judge also has special 
supervisory powers over the removal of cases, which 
may be delegated. Except for assignments made by 
the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, the cir­
cuit administrative judge for each of the first 
seven judicial circuits may assign any judge of his 
circuit to sit as a judge of the Circuit Court of 
any county in the judicial circuit. The Supreme 
Bench of Baltimore City performs this function in 
the Eighth Circuit. 

Subject to the general supervision of the Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals and to the direct 
supervision of his circuit administrative judge, 
particularly with reference to assignment of judges 
and of cases, a county administrative judge is re­
sponsible for the administration of the court for 
his county. His duties include assignment of 
judgesj supervision of judges, officers, and em­
ployees of the courtj supervision of court calen­
dars and cases filedj preparation of the budgetj 
and purchase of equipment, supplies, and services. 
Supervision of and responsibility for the employ­
ment, discharge, and classification of personnel 
is subject to the approval of a majority of judges 
of his court. These functions may be delegated 
with the approval of the circuit administrative 
judge to any judge or to any committee of judges 
of his court, or to any office or employee of the 
court. The chief judges of the individual circuits 
have no inherent administrative power or authority, 
with the exception of the right to preside when 
more than one judge is present. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the circuits of the Circuit Court. The 
First, Second, Fourth, and Fifth Circuits have 
state-funded Circuit Court administrators. In the 
Third, Seventh and Eighth Circuits, the adminis­
trators are locally funded. In the Sixth Circuit, 
the elected clerk of the Circuit Court also serves 
as administrator. Except for those functions that 
may be handled by the elected clerks, the Circuit 
Court administrators are generally responsible for 
management of the courts' calendars; administra­
tion of all staff servicesj personnel, financial, 
and records administrationj and management of the 
physical plant. 
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c. Clerks of the Circuit Court are elected by 
the voters of the counties or cities to 4-year 
terms. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerks. They 
exercise general supervisory authority over employ­
ees within their office. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§25, 32, 37; Md. R. 1200 
C.2(a), 1200 C.2(b), 1200 d.2, 1200 d.3, 1202 
b.l' Administrative Office of the Courts, 
Ann~al Report 1975-76, p. 34; Administrative 
Office of the Courts Manual, Circuir. Court 
Administrator position description; State 
Court Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 DISTRICT COURT. The district court sits in 
continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.1 Organization. The state is divided into 12 
judicial districts, each of which contains from 1 
to 5 counties. In multi-county districts there is 
at least one District Court judge in residence and 
holding court in each county. Although there are 
no specialized divisions in the District Court, 
there is a Small Claims Court with a separate 
docket. 

[Const., Art. IV, §4lB; Code, C.J., §§1-602, 
1-603; Md. R. 568] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court has jurisdiction over 

violations of vehicle laws, misdemeanors, non­
felonious ordinance violations, and certain stat­
utory theft offenses where the value of the prop­
perty stolen ~oes not exceed $500. The District 
Court has original jurisdiction in an action in 
contract or tort if the amount in controversy does 
not exceed $2,500; an action for replevin, regard­
less of amount in controversy; landlord-tenant 
actions; distraint or forcible entry and detainer; 
and petitions relating to the use, disposition, 
encumbrances, or preservation of certain property. 
In cases where the amount in controversy exceeds 
$2,500 or the potential fine exceeds $2,500, the 
District Court's jurisdistion is concurrent with 
the Circuit Court up to $5,000. In Montgomery 
County only, the District Court has jurisdiction 
over juvenile causes. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris-
diction. 

[Const., Art. IV, §4lA; Code, C.J., §§4-JOl, 
4-302, 4-401, 4-402, 4-403; Greenbelt Consumer 
Services, Inc. v. Acme Markets, Inc., 272 Md. 
222] 

4.4.1 Judges (87) 
a. There is a chief judge over all the dis­

tricts of the District Court, who is appointed by 
the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. He serves 
at the pleasure of the Chief Judge. The chief 
judge of the District Court appoints an administra­
tive judge for each district, who serves at the 
pleasure of the chief judge. 

b. District Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as judges of the Court of Appeals. 
Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. District Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor from names submitted to him by the Trial 
Court Judicial Nominating Commission (reference 
T.3ble 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating 
.>·:~:nissions). Upon confirmation by the Senate, 
tl'ey serve 10-year terms. 
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[Const., Art. IV, §§2, 41D, 41E,; Code, C.J., 
§§1-603, 1-607; State Court Administrator] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. The chief judge over all the districts of 

the District Court has responsibility for the 
maintenance, administration, and operation of the 
District Court. Subject to the approval of the 
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, he appoints 
an administrative judge for each district. The 
administrative judg~ is responsible for the admin­
istration, operation, and maintenance of the court 
in that district and for the c~nduct of the court's 
business. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the District Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The chief judge appoints a chief clerk who 
serves all the districts of the District Court. 
The chief judge, with the aid of each district 
administrative judge, appoints a chief administra­
tive clerk for each district who serves at the 
pleasure of the chief judge. District Court clerks 
perform duties in the administration of the Dis­
trict Court as may be assigned them by the chief 
judge or as may be prescribed by rule or law. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§41E, 4lF; Code, C.J., 
§§1-605, 1-607, 2-602; State Court Administra­
tor] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 ORPHANS' COURT. Terms of the Orphans' Court 
are determined by court rule or order of the re­
spective courts. In the absence of such a local 
rule, court will convene on the second Tuesday in 
February, April, June, August, October, December 
or more often if necessary. 

[Annotated Code of Maryland, Estates and 
Trusts (1974) (hereinafter Code, E. & T.), 
Section 2-106] 

4.2.2 Organization. There is one Orphans' Court 
in each county of the state, with the exception of 
Montgomery and Harford counties. Three judges pre­
side in each Orphans' Court. There are no special­
ized divisions of the court. 

[Const., Art. IV, §40] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Orphans' Court is a probate court. It 
may conduct judicial probate, direct the conduct 
of a personal representative, and pass orders that 
may be required in the course of the administration 
of an estate of a decedent. In Montgomery and 
Harford Counties, probate matters are handled by 
thp. Circuit Court. 

b. The Orphans' Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Const., Art. VI, §20; Code, E. & T., §2-l02] 
4.4.2 Judges (66 part-time~ 

a. The Governor designates one of the three 
judges elected to each Orphans' Cou.t to be the 
chief judge. The chief judge serves a 4-year term. 

b. Orphans' Court 5udges must be citizens of 
Maryland and must have been residents of the 
counties or cities they serve for 12 months preced­
ing the election. They need not be members of the 
bar. 

c. Orphans' Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the voters of the counties and of the city 
of Baltimore. 

[Const., Art. IV, §40.; Code, E. & T., §2-107; 
Kadan v. Board of Supervisors of Elections, 273 
Md. 406, 329A.2d702 (1974); State Court 
Administrator] 

,), 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. The chief judges of the Orphans' Court have 

no specifically articulated duties with regard to 
the administration of the court. 

h. TIlere are no provisions for administrators 
for the Orphans' Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Orphans' Court. 
4.~.2 Rule-makin(. Reference Section 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authoritx. The Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals is the administrative 
head of the judicial system of th~ state. Refer­
ence Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. IV, §!8(b)] 
5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 

a. The Administrative Office of the Courts is 
authorized by statute. 

b. State Court Administrator 
(1) The position of State Court Administra­

tor is authorized by statute. 
(2) The State Court Administrator is ap­

pointed by the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals 
and serves at his pleasure. There are no formal 
qualifications for the position. 

(3) The administrative office, under the 
management of the State Court Administrator, is 
responsible for planning, personnel administration, 
budget preparation and administration, judicial 
education programs, information systems management, 
and equipment acquisition. The administrative 
office also performs secretariat duties for the 
Judicial Conference (reference Table 29: Judicial 
councils and conferences), and liaison duties for 
the Court system as a whole. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative 
Office of the Courts consists of 51.5 people: 28.5 
professionals (including th~ State Court Adminis­
trator) and 23.0 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional staff provides Support services within five 
units of the Administrative Office of the Courts: 
judicial administrative services, judicial educa­
tion services, judicial information systems, judi­
cial planning services, the statistical aUditing 
project, and research and special projects. The 
State Court Administrator may appoint personnel 
necessary to carry out his duties with the approval 
of the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. 

[Code, C.J., §13-10l; Administrative Office of 
the Courts Manual, unit descriptions; State 
Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.1 Mas ter and juvenile mas ter 

a. Masters of the Circuit Court must be members 
of the state bar. Juvenile masters are appointed 
by the Circuit Court with the approval of the Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals. All other masters 
do no~ require such approval. All masters serve 
at the plQBsure of the court. 

b. Masters hear cases assigned to them by the 
court and make findings and recommendations to the 
Circuit CO'Jrt judge for his disposition. 

[Code, C.J., §3-8-13; Md. R. 91le; Parajudges: 
Their Role in 1'odaX's Court Sxstems, p. 43] 

6.1.2 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.2 Auditor and examiner 

a. Judges may appoint auditors and examiners 
for their respective courts as may be found neces-
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sary. Auditors and examiners serve at the court's 
pleasure. 

b. Auditors have power to administer oaths, 
and audit and settle accounts agreeable to the 
order of the Court. Examiners have authority to 
fix a reasonable day for the examination of wit­
nesses and to take evidence. 

[Const., Art. IV, §9; Code, C.J. §§2-102, 
2-501] 

6.1.3 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.3 Commissioner 

a. Commissioners are appointed by the adminis­
trative judges of the District Courts, with the 
approval of the chief judge of the District Court. 
In multi-county districts, the administrative judge 
obtains the recommendations of the resident judge 
in each county as to the number of commissioners 
required in the county and the people to be 
appointed. Commissioners must be adult residents 
of the county they serve and need not be attorneys. 
They serve at the pleasure of the chief judge of 
the District Court. 

b. Commissioners determine probable cause for 
w·arrants and criminal summonses and conduct bail 
hearings. 

[Const., Art. IV, §9: Code, C.J., §?-607; State 
Court Administrator] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Disabilities. The com­
mission is composed of seven members who are citi­
zens and residents of Maryland and who are appoint­
ed by the Governor. Four members are judges 
appointed from the appellate courts, the Circuit 
Court, the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, and the 
District Court: two are members of the Maryl.and 
Bar; and one member is neither a judge, active or 
retired, nor an attorney. 

[Const., Art. IV, §4A] 
7.2 Authoritx and procedure for sanction. The com­
mission has the authority to investigate complaints 
against any judge of the Court of Appeals, the 
Court of Special Appeals, the Circuit Court (In­
cluding the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City), the 
District Court, and the Orphans' Court; conduct 
hearings concerning such complaints; administer 
oaths and affirmations; issue processes to compel 
attendance of witnesses and the production of evi­
dence; and require persons to testify and produce 
evidence by granting them immunity from prosecu­
tion, penalty, or forfeiture. All proceedings, 
testimony, and evidence before the commission is 
confidential and privileged, except as provided by 
rule of the Court of Appeals. The record and any 
proceeding loses its confidential character when 
filed with the Court of Appeals, except as ordered 
by the court. 

Upon receiving a verified complaint alleging 
that a judge has committed acts constituting mis­
conduct in office, or has persistently failed to 
perform the duties of his office, or has behaved 
prejudicially to the administration of justice, or 
that he has a disability seriously interfering with 
the performance of his duties which is, or is like­
ly to become permanent, or Upon its own motion, 
the commission may conduct a preliminary investi­
gation to determine whether formal proceedings 
should be instituted. l~e judge is notified by 
registered mail of the nature of the complaint 
against him and the name of the complainant and can 
provide the commission with $u.:h evidence as he 
chooses. A majority of the commission can distuiss 



Figure 2: Maryland state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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the complaint if preliminary investigation does not 
produce sufficient cause to warrant a hearing. 

If formal proceedings are instituted, the judge 
is notified by mail. This notice specifies the 
nature of the complaint, and the alleged facts on 
which the complaint is based, and is served in 
accordance with the Maryland civil rule on service 
of process. Within 15 days of the service of 
notice, the judge may file an answer. After an 
answer has been filed, or 15 days after service if 
no answer is filed, the commission sends notice to 
the judge by mail of the date and time of his hear­
ing. Notice must precede the hearing date by at 
least 20 days. A majority of the commission must 
be present for a valid hearing. 

At the formal hearing, the judge can introduce 
evidence in his own behalf, can be represented by 
counsel, can examine and cross-examine witnesses, 
and can issue summons to compel witnesses to tes­
tify and to compel written evidence to be produced. 
The judge has a right to reference any transcript 
prepared by the commission, as well as to have any 
part of the testimony transcribed at his expense. 

The affirmative vote of a majority of the mem­
bers of the commission present at the hearing is 
necessary to recommend ':c'lsure, removal, reprimand, 
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or retirement of a judge. The commission files a 
copy of the recommendation, as well as transcripts, 
findings, and conclusions, with the Court of Ap­
peals, and mails the judge notice of the filing and 
a copy of any document it submitted to the court. 
The Court of Appeals then notifies the judge of a 
date for his hearing. This date must be within 30 
days from the date the recommendations were filed. 

The judge can submit exceptions to the recom­
mendations within 15 days after he receives notice 
of the filing with the Court of Appealsj the 
commission can file answers to such exceptions 
within 10 days after the exceptions are submitted. 
The proceeding before the Court is adversary only 
if the commission decides to be represented by 
counsel. After oral argument, the court can remand 
for further proceedings before the commission and 
include in its order to remand the specific reasons 
for remand, it can dismiss the proceedings entire­
ly, or it can affirm. A judge can waive a hearing 
before the court, and let the court decide on the 
evidence before it. The Court of Appeals can on 
its own initiative order a more severe disciplining 
of a judge than the commission recommended. 

[Const., Art. IV, §4Bj Code, C.J., §§13-401, 
13-403j Md. R. 1227, 1227f, 1227g to 1227j, 
1227n to 1227q) 



Figure 1 Massachusetts court system, 1980 
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1.1 SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. The Supreme Judicial 
Court sits en banc, at Boston to hear quest~?'ns of 
law, beginning on the first Monday of October, 
November, December, January, February, March, 
April, and May, and at such other times or places 
as the court may order. 

[Massachusetts General Laws Annotated (herein­
after Mass. Gen. Laws Ann.) (citations drawn 
from the 1978 court reorganization act note 
the date of the legislation), Chapter 211, 
Section 12 ; Rules of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachuset:ts,-Rule 1.26J 

1.2 Organization. The court does not sit in 
panels. Questions of law arising upon exceptions 
filed to a judge's ruling, ~he report of a judge, 
or an appeal from a final order are heard and 
determined by the full court. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211, §§l, 5J 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. A single justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court may exercise original jurisdiction in equity 
matters concurrent with the Superior Court Depart­
ment of the Trial Court. Original jurisdiction is 
exercised by a majority of justices in the removal 
of certain officers (clerks of court, county com­
missioners, registers of probate and insolvency, 
district attorneys, and land court recorders). 
Exclusive original equity jurisdiction remains in 
the Supreme Judicial Court in cases arising under 
specific statutes and which cannot be transferred 
to a lower court. The cou:t may issue necessary 
writll and process. . 

b. The Supreme Judicial C~urt has exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction in cases of first degree 
murder where a sentence 0 death or life imprison­
ment is imposed, in any C', e th;~ the Suprpme Jud­
icial Court or the Appeab <nurt r:ertifies for dir­
ect review, or any case th~: has broad public con­
cern. The Supreme Judicial Court has appellate re­
view of cases decided by the Appeals Court only on 
certification. 

[Hass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211, §§3, 4, 4A, 17, 
Ch. 211A, §§lO, 11, Ch. 213, §lA, Ch. 214, §lJ 

1.4 Justices (7) 

a. The Chief Justice is selected to serve until 
age 70. 

b. Supreme Judicial Court justices! qualifica­
tions are not set by statute. In practice, they 
have traditionally been attorneys. 

c. Supreme Judicial Court justices are ap­
pointed to serve during good behavior until age 70 
by the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
Executive Council. By executive order, the Gover­
nor has established a Judicial Nominating Commis­
sion (reference Table 12: Characteristics of Judi­
cial nomin.ting commissiuns), appointed by him, to 
assist in rhe screening of applicants and nominees. 

[Constitution Part 2, Chapter 2, Section 1, 
Article 9; Const. Pt, 2, Ch. 3, Art. 1; Chief 
Administrative Justice of the Trial Court] 
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1.5 Administration 
The Supreme Judicial Court exercises adminis­

tration and supervision over the entire court sys­
tem through the Chief Justice, the Appeals Court 
chief justice, the administrative assistant of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, the Chief Administrative 
Justice of the Trial Court, and the departmental 
administrative justices. Reference Section 5.1 
(General administrative authority). 

a. The Chief Justice prepares the budget for 
the Supreme Judicial Court. He may assign consent­
ing retired justices to temporary service in any 
court. 

b. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court 
may appoint an administrative assistant to serve 
at their pleasure. He has such powers and performs 
such duties as they determine. There are no formal 
provisions regarding qualifications and specific 
responsibilities for the administrative assistant's 
position. 

c. The justices appoint the clerk of the 
Supreme Judicial Court and may appoint an assistant 
clerk. The justices appoint first assistant clerks 
for the counties of Barn~table, Bristol, Essex, 
Hampden, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth, Worcester, 
and Suffolk. Except in Suffolk County, assistant 
clerks of the Supreme Judicial Court act as first 
assistant clerks of the Superior Court Departmen~ 
and as county commissioners. Addi.tional assistant: 
clerks may ~e appointed as provided by law. In 
practice, the cl~rks of the Supreme Judicial Court 
have supervisory duties. There are no formal pro­
visions for assigning administrative duties to 
clerks in addition to their clerical and paraju­
dicial functions. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211, §§2A (1978), 
3A, 3B, 24 (1978), Ch. 221, §§l (1978), 3, 4 
(1978), 5 (1978), 62B (1978); Chief Administra­
tive Justice of the Trial Court] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Judicial Court is 
authorized to ~ake and promulgate rules consistent 
with law for the regulation of its practice and 
conduct of its business. The Supreme Court has 
general superintendence over all courts. Rules of 
court administration have not beeh promulgated. 

[M~$s. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211, §3, Ch. 213, 
§3 (1978) J 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 APPEALS COURT. The court sits at Boston begin­
ning on the second and third Mondays of October, 
November, ~ecember, January, February, March, 
April, and May, and at such other places or tim~s 
as the chief justice of this courL may order. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 2l1A, §4; Massa­
chusetts Appeals Court Rules for the Regu­
lation of Appellate Practice, Rule 1:26] 

2.2 Organization. The Appeals Court, which con­
sists of 10 justices, may sit in panels of three 
or more as as~igned by the chief justice, 

[Mass. Gen, Laws Ann' j Ch, 211A, §§l (1978), 3] 
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2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Appeals Court has no original jurisdic­

tion. 
b. The Appeals Court has concurrent appellate 

jurisdiction with the Supreme Judicial Court over 
proceedings heard in the Trial Court in criminal 
matters except _n cases wherp life imprisonment or 
the death sentence is imposed, and in civil and 
equity matters, administrative determinations, and 
proceedings relating to extraordinary writs. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 2l1A, §lO) 
2.4 Justices (10) 

a. The chief justice is selected in the same 
mlnner as the other justices, but is designated 
chief justice and serves until age 70. 

b. Qualifications of Appeals Court justices are 
not set by statute. In practice, justices have 
traditionally been attorneys. 

c. Appeals Court justices are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Judicial Court justices. 
Referen~e Section 1.4.c. 

[Const. Pt. L, Cit. 2, §l, Ait. 9; Const. Pt. 
2, Ch. 3, Art. 1; Chief Administrative Justice 

'of the Tria 1 Court J 
2.~ Administration 

a. The chief justice of the Appeals Court pre­
,pares the court budget to be submitted to the Chief 
Justice of th~ ~upreme Judicial Court. In addi­
tion, ne assigns consenting retired Appeals Court 
justices to temporarily perform judicial duties in 
that court or the Trial Court. 

h. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Appeals Court. The clerk serves as the 
administrative officer of the cou~t, performing 
chiefly clerical functions. 

c. The first assistant clerk of the Supreme 
Judicial Court for Suffolk County is the clerk of 
the Appeals Court. He appoints five assistant 
clerks, who serve, after a 2-year probationary 
term, until age 70 during good behavior. In prac­
tice, the clerk of the Appeals Court has supervis­
ory duties. There are no prov~s~ons for assigning 
administrative duties to the clerk. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211A, §§7 (1978), 
8, 16 (1978), Ch. 221, §94 (1978)) 

2.6 RulE'-making. The Appeals Court, subject to the 
approval of the Supreme Judicial Court, adopts 
rules regulating practices, procedures, and inter­
nal administration of the court. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 21lA, §13; Chief 
Administrative Justice of the Teial Court) 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 TRIAL COURT OF THE CO}lliONWEALTH 
The 1978 court reorganization created a unified 
1rial Court ot the Commonwealth consisting of seven 
departments: the Superior Court, the Housing 
Court, the Land Court, the Proba te and, 'Family 
Court, the Boston Municipal Court, th~ "J,uvenile 
Court, and the District Court Departments. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211B, §l (1978)) 

3.1.a SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT. Statutes specify 
2: regular sittings of the Superior Court Depart­
mLnt. The Cldministrative justice may e<,tablish 
special sittings. 

[Nass. Gen. LawfJ Ann., Ch. 212, §§14, l4A 
(1978)] 

3.2.a Organization. The SUjJerior Court Department 
holds sessions in 14 counties. The Super~or Court 
Department has an Appellate Division that hears 
appeals on sentences in criminal cases. 
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(, 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 212, §14; Annual 
Report, 1979) 

3.3.a Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court Department has original 

jurisdiction in all criminal actions and in all 
civil actions except in cases where another depart­
ment has exclusive original jurisdiction. The 
Superior Court Department has exclusive original 
jurisdiction in civil actions for the foreclosure 
of mortgages, and in real and mixed actions, except 
those in which the Land or District Court Depart­
ments have jurisdi~tion; in complaints for flowing 
lands (lands that go under water due to alteration 
of a river); and in cl ims against the common­
wealth. The Superior Court Department has exclu­
sive jurisd~ction in all actions in which injunc­
tive relief is sought in any matter growing out of 
a labor dispute. 

b. The Superior Court Department has jurisdic­
tion in all civil actions and proceedings brought 
before it by appeal or removal. The Appellate Di­
vision of the Superior Court Department hears ap­
peals on sentences imposed at first instance crim­
inal trials held within the department. Civil 
actions remanded from the Superior Court Department 
to the District Court and Boston Municipal Court 
Departments for an initial bench trial may be ap­
pealed to the Superior Court Department for a jury 
trial de novo. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 212, §§3, 4, 5, 6, 
(1978), Ch. 214, §l; Annu_al Report, 1979) 

3.4.a Justices (56) 
a. Each department of the Trial Court has an 

administrative justice appointed by the Supreme 
Judicial Court to a 5-year term. He cannot succeed 
himself. 

b. Qualifications of Superior Court Department 
justices are not set by statute. In practice, jus­
tices have traditionally been attorneys. 

c. All Trial Court justices are appointed to 
serve during good behavior until age 70 by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of the Execu­
tive Council. By executive order, the Governor has 
established a Judicial Nominating Commission (re­
ference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions), appointed by him, to assist 
in the screening of applicants and nominees. 

[Const. Pt. 2, Ch. 2, §l, Art. 9; Mass. Gen. 
Laws Ann., Ch. 211B, §§2 (1978),5; Chief 
Administrative Justice of the Trial CourtJ 

3.5.:1 Administration 
--'a. Subject to the superintending power of the 
Supreme Judicial Court and the administrative au­
thority of the Chief Administrative Justice of the 
Trial Court (reference Section 5.2.a), the adminis­
trative justice is the ~dministrative head of his 
department, its clerks, and other officers. 

He has responsibility for the administrative 
management of the personnel, staff services, and 
business of his department including financial 
administration and budget preparation, record­
keeping, information systems and statisticai 
controls, purchasing, the planning of construction, 
caseflow management, and sitting assignments for 
the justices of his department. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. There are two elected clerks for the Supe­
rior Court Department of Suffolk County. In each 
of the other counties there is one elected clerk. 

.), 

The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court may 
appoint first assistant clerks, and the clerks of 
court may appoint additional assistant clerks, as 
provided by law. There are no formal provisions 
for assigning administrative duties to the clerks, 
in addition to their clerical and parajudicial 
functions. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 2llB, §10 (1978), 
Ch. 221, §§3, 4 (1978),5 (1978),14 et. seq. 
(1978), 62B (1978) J - --

3.6.a Rule-making. The Superior Court Department 
is authorized to make and promulgate rules consis­
tent with law for the regulation of its practice 
and conduct of its business. Rules of court admin­
istration have not been promulgated. 

[Nass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 213, §3 (1978») 

3.l.b HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT. The Housing Court 
Department sits in continuous session. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. l85c, §5) 
3.2.b Organization. The Housing Court Department 
is composed of a division for Hampden County and a 
division for the City of Boston. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. l85C, §l (1978)J 
3.3.b Jurisdiction 

a. The divisions of the Housing Court Depart­
ment have jurisdiction concurrent with the Superior 
Court and District Court Departments over all crim­
inal actions and all civil actions arising in their 
geographical jurisdiction as defined by statute. 
They have jurisdiction as is concerned with the 
health, safety, or welfare of any occupant of any 
place used as a place of human habitation. They 
also have jurisdiction in equity concurrent with 
the divisions of the District Court Department, the 
divisions of the Probate and Family Court Depart­
ment, the Superior Court Department, the Appeals 
Court, and the Supreme Judicial Court. In all 
matters within their jurisdiction, the divisions 
have all the powers of the Superior Court Depart­
ment including the power to grant temporary 
restraining orders and preliminary injunctions, and 
have like power and authority for enfL-cing orders, 
sentences, and judgments, and for punishing con­
tempts. 

b. The Housing Court Department has no appel­
late jurisdiction. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. l58C, §3 (1978)) 
3.4.b Justices (3) 

a. Reference Section 3.4.a.a. 
b. Housing Court Department justices' qualifi­

cations are not set by statute. In practice, they 
have Lraditionally Leen attorneys. 

c. All Trial Court justices are selected as 
indicated in Section 3.4.a.c. They serve for life. 

[Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
CourtJ 

3.5.b Administration 
a. The position of administrative justice of 

each department of the Trial Court is described in 
Section 3.5.a.a. 

b. There ar' no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Courts. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. A clerk is appointed by the Governor, ~ith 
the advice and consent oj the Judicial Council 
(reference Table 29: Judicial councils and confer­
ences), to each division of the Housing Court De­
partment. In practice, the clerks have supervisory 
duties. There are no formal prov~slons for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerks. 
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[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. l85C, §9 (1978); 
Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
CourtJ 

3.6.b Rule-making. The administrative justice of 
the Housing Court Department makes general rules 
and forms of procedure that mu~t be approved by the 
Supreme Judicial Court or a justice thereof. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 18SC, §7 (1978)) 

3.1.c LAND COURT DEPARTMENT. The Land Court 
Department sits in continuous session. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 185, §l) 
3.2.c Organization. There is one statewide court 
in the Land Court Departmpnt, which sits at Boston, 
but hearings may be held elsewh~re. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 185, §l (1978)J 
3.3.c Jurisdiction 

a. The Land Court Department has exclusive 
jurisdiction throughout the state in suits to con­
firm title to land, foreclosures, writs of entry, 
validity of encumbrances, the discharging of mort­
gages, the transferring of interests in real 
estate, determination of boundaries, and determina­
tion of validity of municipal zoning. Its juris­
diction is concurrent with the Superior Court 
Department and the Supreme Judicial Court in all 
cases in equity involving right, title, or interest 
in land. 

b. The Land Court Department has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 185, §lJ 
3.4.c Justices (3) 

a. Reference Section 3.4.l.a. 
b. Qualifications of Land Court Department jus­

tices are not set by statute. In practice, jus­
tices have traditionally been attorneys. 

c. All Trial Court justices are selected as 
indicated in Section 3.4.a.c. 

[Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court) 

3.5.c Administration 
a. The position of administrative justice of 

each department of the Trial Court is described in 
Section 3.5.a.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor) . 

c. A recorder is appointed by the Governor with 
the advice and consent of thp Judicial Council 
(reference Table 29: Judicial councils and confer­
ences) to serve as clerk of the Land Court Depart­
ment. In practice, the clerk has supervisory du­
ties. There are no formal provisions for assigning 
administrative duties to the clerk. 

[Hass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 18S, §6 (1978); 
Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

3.6.c Rule-making. From time to time the Land 
Court makes general rules and forms for procedure, 
which must be approved by the Supreme Judicial 
Court or by a justice thereof. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 185, §l] 

3.1.d PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT DEPARTMENT. The 
Probate and Family Court Department sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 215, §158) 
3.2.d Organization. The Probate and Family Court 
Department consists of 14 divisions, one for each 
county. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., eh. 215, §l (1978)J 



3.3.d Jurisdiction 
a. The Probate and Family Court Department has 

exclusive jurisdiction in probate of wills, admin­
istration of estates, divorce and annulment, 
appointment of guardians, adoption, and name 
changes. It has concurrent jurisdiction with the 
Superior Court Department in equity cases, except 
for injunctions in labor disputes. 

b. The Probate and Family Court Department has 
no appellate jurisdiction. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 215, §§3, 6] 
3.4.d Justices (33) 

a. Reference Section 3.4.a.a. 
b. Qualifications of Probate and Family Court 

Department justices are not set by statute. In 
practice, justices have traditionally been attor­
neys. 

c. All Trial Court justices are selected as 
indicated in Section 3.4.a.c. 

[Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

3.5.d Administration 
a. The position of administrative justice of 

each department of the Trial Court is described in 
Section 3.5.a.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. In each county a register is elecced to 
serve a 6-year term in the Proate and Family Court 
Department. The register has responsibility for 
the following duties: caring for and having cus­
tody of all books, documents, and papers pertaining 
to his court, deposited with the records of insolv­
ency, or filed in the registry of probate; supply­
ing county officials with appropriate documents; 
and accounting for and paying over to the state 
treasurer all fees and compensation that have been 
received by him other than salary. He is also 
responsible for issuing ali processes and all war­
rants, letters, and licenses necessary to carry in­
to effect any order, judgment, or decree of the 
court. In addition, he has responsibility for 
receiving or placing on file complaints, petitions, 
and applications to the Probate Court or the court 
of insolvency and issuing orders of notice, sum­
monses, and citations, if required. He is respon­
sible for other duties as required by law or pre­
scribed by the judge. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 54, §156, Ch. 217, 
§4, l3, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22] 

3.6.d Rule-making. The judges of the department 
prescribe forms and make rules for regulating the 
practice and conducting the business in their 
courts. The Supreme Judicial Court may alter and 
amend or make other rules and forms for the courts 
as it considers necessary. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 215, §30] 

3.l.e BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT DEPARTMENT. The 
Boston Municipal Court Department sits in continu­
ous session. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §38] 
3.2.e Organization. There is one court in the 
Boston Municipal Court Department. The administra­
tive justice designates at least one division of 
the court for the purpose of hearing appeals to a 
jury of six. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §§27A, 50 
(1978) ] 

3.3.e Jurisdiction 
a. The Boston Municipal Court Department has 

criminal jurisdiction concurrent with the Superior 
Court Department in statutorily specified offenses 
(misdemeanors, municipal ordinance violations, and 
felonies punishable by less than 5-years imprison­
ment) committed in its geographical jurisdiction. 
The Boston Municipal Court Department has jurisdic­
tion in all civil actions in which money damages 
are sought, if at least one defendant lives or 
works in Suffolk County. 
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b. The Boston Municipal Court Department holds 
jury of six sessions for the purpose of hearing 
first instance criminal complaints and de novo ap­
peals from the 9 district level courts in Suffolk 
County. The Appellate Division hears appeals of 
civil cases previously decided by the department. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §§26, 27A, 54] 
3.4.e Justices (9) 

a. Reference Section 3.4.a.a. 
b. Qualifications of Boston Municipal Court De­

partment justices are not set by statute. In prac­
tice, justices have traditionally been attorneys. 

c. All Trial Court justices are selected as 
indicated in Section 3.4.a.c. 

[Jnief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

3.5.e Administration 
a. The position of administrative justice of 

each department of the Trial Court is described in 
Section 3.5.a.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. Two clerks are appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Judicial Coun­
cil to the Boston Municipal Court Department. In 
practice, the clerks have supervisory duties. 
There are no formal provisions for assigning admin­
istrative duties to the clerks. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §8; Chief 
Administrative Justice of the Trial Court] 

3.6.e Rule-making. The justices of the department 
may, subject to the approval of the Supreme Judi­
cial Court, make rules regulating its practice and 
for conducting its business. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §50 (1978)] 

3.1. f JUVENILE COURT DEPARTMENT. The Juvenile 
Court Department sits in continuous sessions. 

[Hass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §38] 
3.2.f Organization. The department is composed of 
four divisions, sitting at Boston, Worcester, 
Springfield, and Bristol. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §57 (1978)] 
3.3.f Jurisdiction 

a. Within their territorial limits, the divi­
sions of the Juvenile Court Department have juris­
diction in cases involving juvenile offenders under 
age 17; neglected, dependent, or delinquent child­
ren; and adults contributing to the delinquency of 
children. 

b. The Juvenile Court Department has no appel­
late jurisdiction. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §60] 
3.4.f Justices (7) 

a. Reference Section 3.4.a.a. 
b. Qualifications of Juvenile Court Department 

justices are not set by statute. In practice, jus­
tices have traditionally been attorneys. 
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c. All Trial Court justices are selected as in­
dicated in Section 3.4.a.c. 

[Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

3.5.f Administration 
a. The position of administrative justice of 

each department of the Trial Court is described in 
Section 3.5.a.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor) . 

c. ~ clerk is appointed by the Governor, with 
the adv1ce and consent of the Judicial Council to 
each division of the Juvenile Court Department. 
In practice, the clerks have supervisory duties. 
There are no formal provisions for assigning admin­
istrative duties to the clerks. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218,158 (1978); 
Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

3.6.f Rule-making. The administrative justice for 
the department may provide proc~dural forms and 
make general rules in reference to practice and 
procedure for conducting business in the Juven1le 
Court Department or in the juvenile sessions of the 
District Court Department, subject to the approval 
of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §60 (1978)J 

3.1.g DISTRICT COURT DEPARTMENT. The District 
Court Department sits in continuous session. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, §38] 
3.2.g Organization. The District Court Department 
consists of 69 geographical divisions. The admin­
istrative justice for the District Court Department 
designates at least one division in each county to 
hear appeals to a jury of six. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218, Ill, 27A 
(1978) ] 

3.3.g Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court Department has criminal 

jurisdiction, concurrent with the Superior Court 
Department, in felonies punishable by imprisonment 
of not more than 5 years, all misdemeanors except 
libel, violations of municipal ordinances, and 
other statutorily defined crimes. It also conducts 
probable cause hearings, regardless of final juris­
diction. The District Court Department has un­
limited civil jurisdiction concurrent with the 
Superior Court Department, and exclusive juvenile 
jurisdi~tion if no separate Juvenile Cour~ Depart­
ment exists. It hears support cases, municipal 
code violations, petitions to award compensation 
to victims of violent crimes, and small claims up 
to $750. 

b. The DiBtrict Court hears appeals in cases 
t~ jury-of-S1X sessions of criminal defendants pre­
v10usly found guilty in the District Court. It 
also hears juvenile appeals for jury trial from it­
self or [rom the Juvenile Court Dep~rtnll'l1t. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., eh. Ill, §127, eh. 11\1, 
124, 56, Ch. 123, §8, eh. 218, §§1\1, 21, 
26(1978),30, Ch. 258A, §2, eh. 27lAJ 

3.4.g Justices (153) 
a. Reference Section 3.4.a.a. 
b. Qualifications of District Court justices 

are not set by statute. In practice, just ict's have 
traditionally been attorneys. 

c. All Trial Court justices are selected as 
indicated in Section 3.4.a.c. 
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(Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

3.5.g Administration 
a. The position of administrative justice of 

each department of the Trial Court is described in 
Section 3.5.a.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the separate departments of the Trial Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. A clerk is appointed by the Governor with 
the advice and consent of the Judicial Coun~il to 
each District Court Department. In practice, the 
clerks have supervisory duties. There are no for­
mal provisions for assigning administrative duties 
to the clerks. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 218 §8' Chief 
Administrative Justice of the ~riai Court) 

3.6.g Rule-making. The administrative justice of 
the de~artment is responsible for making and pro­
mulgat1ng rules of practice and procedure, subject 
to the approval of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

[Hass. Gen. La\~s Ann., Ch. 218, §43 (1978)] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.0 There are no courts of limited jurisdiction in 
Massachusetts. These courts were incorporated in 
the general jurisdiction court by the passage of 
the 1978 court reorganization act which created the 
unified Trial Court. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211B, §l (1978)] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1,G:neral administrative authority. The Supreme 
Jud1clal ~ourt app:oves lules and regulations pro­
m~lgated 1~ the T~lal Court. The justices may pro­
v1de for tne hold1ng of conferences of judges and 
members of the bar. Subject to the superintending 
power of the Supreme Judicial Court, the Chief 
Administrative Justice is the administrative head 
ot the Trial Court of the Commonwealth. Reference 
Section 1.5.a. 

[Nass. l;en. Laws Ann., Ch. 185e, §7 (1978), eh. 
211, §3B (1978), Ch. 211A, §13, Ch. 211B, §9 
(978), Cll. 2l3, §3 (1978), Ch. 215, §30, Ch. 
218, 1943, 50, 60 (1978)] 

5.2 Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of 
tlw Trial Court 

a. The office is authorized by statute. 
b. Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 

Court 
(1) The position of Chief Administrative 

Justice is established by statute. 
(2) The Chief Administrative Justi~e is 

selected by tht~ Supreme Judicial Court from a 1 bt 
of three justlC~~ submitted by Lhp justices in each 
department. The Chief Administrative Jc:>'tice must 
be ,1 justice of ont! of the ';"rartments of the Trial 
Court. Ill' serves ;1 7-year term and may not succeed 
himself. 

(3) The C11i('[ Administrative Justice lw.~ the 
following responsibilities: prepare and submit to 
tll<' Ch ie f Jus t ice of the Supreme Jud ic ia 1 Court the 
budget [or the entire Trial Court; assign justices 
from one department to another, subject to certain 
statutory specifications; and investigate reports 
of noncompliance of Trial Court justices, and, as 
necessary, report9 such justices to the Supreme 
Judicial Court. 
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(4) The position of Administrator of courts 
was authorized by the 1978 court reorganization act 
of the legislature. The Court Administrator is 
appointed by the Chief Administrative Justice with 
the approval of the Supreme Judicial Court. The 
Court Administrator performs such duties and re­
sponsibilities as the chief administrative justice 
may designate. 

c. Office organization. The Trial Court Admin­
istrative Office is divided into six departments 
and consists of 45 people: 37 professionals (in­
cluding the Chief Administrative Justice of the 
Trial Court) and 8 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional staff provides support services in the fol­
lowing areas: systems analysis, programming, com­
puter operations, records management, forms de­
velopment, and field representation; services of a 
court officer; payroll, accounting, budgeting, and 
grant management; education and training; personnel 
systems and employee relations; legislative, execu­
tive, public, and media information, legislative 
liaison, and executive liaison; and planning and 
research activities, which include statistical com­
pilation, judicial planning, research, evaluation, 
statistical analysis, legal services, and legisla­
tive drafting. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211B, §§6 (1978), 9 
(1978), 11 (1978), 12 (1978); Chief Administra­
tive Justice of the Trial Court] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT, PROBATE AND FANILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT, HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT, LAND 
COURT DEPARTMENT 
6.2.1 Masters 

a. Masters are appointed by the justice before 
whom the action is brought. Masters must be mem­
bers of the bar in good standing and have expertise 
in the area in which they are appointed. 

b. Masters are responsible for the following 
duties: making findings of fact in matters as­
signed to them by the justices of the departments; 
ascertaining any evidence; determining any reasons 
for disqualification; providing reports on issues, 
if required; making sure all parties have been 
joined; checking pleadings to see if they need 
clarification; meeting with the Judicial Council; 
setting time and place for hearings and insuring a 
date is set; and setting rules on matters. 

[Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial 
Court] 

6.1.2 HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT 
6.2.2 Housing specialist 

a. The first (senior) justice of a division of 
the Housing Court Department may appoint as many 
housing specialists as the administrative justice 
determines. Housing specialists must be knowledge­
able in physical structures, landlord-tenant rela­
tions, state and federal laws concerning housing, 
and the financing and resolution of housing prob­
lems. The housing specialists serve at the 
pleasure of the first justice. 

b. Housing specialists have powers and duties 
as prescribed by the first justice of the division. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. l,85C, §16 (1978)J 

6.1.3 SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT (CRHIINAL AND CIVIL 
IN SUFFOLK COUNTY), HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT, PRO­
BATE AND FAMILY COURT DEPARTMENT, DISTRICT COURT 
DEPARTMENT, JUVENILE COURT DEPARTMENT, BOSTON MU­
NICIPAL COURT DEPARTMENT 
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6.2.3 Magistrate (clerk magistrate) 
a. Some clerk-magistrates are elected and some 

are appointed by the Governor. Clerks of court for 
the counties, the clerks of the Superior Court De­
partment for criminal and civil business in Suffolk 
County, clerks of the Housing Court Department, 
registers of the Probate and Family Court Depart­
ment, and clerks of District Court, Juvenile Court, 
and of the Boston Municipal Court Departments also 
have the title of ma~istrate for their particular 
department or division. 

b. A magistrate, in addition to his powers and 
duties as clerk, has the following duties: (1) 
grants continuances where ther,~ is agreement 
between parties; (2) makes rulings on uncontested 
nonevidentiary motions; (3) calls pretrial confer­
ences and sets trial dates; (4) mediates small 
claims disputes; (5) hears complaints for minor 
motor vehicle offenses; (6) reviews dog complaint 
orders; and (7) conducts preliminary probation vio­
lation hearings. Such duties are subject to allow­
ance by rule of court. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 221, §62 (1978)J 

6.1. 4 PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT DEPARTMENT, JUVENILE 
COURT DEPARTMENT, AND DISTRICT COURT DEPARTMENT 
6.2.4 Guardian ad litem 

a. Guardians ad litem are appointed by the 
court and must be considered suitable for the posi-
tion. 

b. Guardians ad litem act as legal representa­
tives for minors, mentally retarded persons, and 
persons under a disability, or persons not ascer­
tained or not in being, who may be or may become 
interested in any real or personal property or in 
the enforcement or defense of any legal rights as 
to matters and actions before the court. 

[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 201, §34J 

6.1.5 SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT 
6.2.5 Bail commissioner 

a. Bail commissioners are appointed by the Su­
perior Court Department. 

b. Bail commissioners determine releases on 
bailor personal recognizance and are paid on a fee 
basis. 

(Administrative Assistant to the Supreme 
Judicial Court] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Conduct. The commission 
consists of nine members selected as follows: 
three justices, not of the Supreme Judicial Court 
and no two of whom are from the same department of 
the Trial Court, appointed by the Supreme Judicial 
Court; three lawyers, appointed by the Chief Admin­
istrative Justice of the Trial Court; and three 
nonlawyers, appointed by the Govern,)r. 

[Hass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211C, §l (1978») 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
commission has authority to investigate complaints 
about judges concerning willful misconduct in 
office, willful and persistent failure to perform 
duties, habitual intemperance, or other conduct 
prejudicial to the administration of justice and 
bringing the jUdicial office into disrepute, and 
conduct that violates the Canons of Judicial 
Ethics. 

TIle commission is authorized to adopt rules, 
which must be approved by the Supreme Judicial 
Court. Subject to these rules, the commission has 
the power to subpoena witnesses and documents, 
order depositions to be taken, administer oaths and 

---,-=-------------~" ----"---""----~-
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affirmations, compel testimony, and has any other 
power necessary to obtain information and conduct 
hearings. All proceedings are confidential. When 
the commission finds cause for a hearing, the judge 
is permitted to present evidence, and subpoena and 
cro~s-examine witnesses. Upon completion of the 
investigation, the con~ission recommends an appro­
priate disposition of the matter and forwards its 

- -- --------- - --

findings to the judge and to the Supreme Judicial 
Court for its consid~ration and further action, if 
any. The commission submits annually to the legis­
lature and the Supreme Judicial Court a report of 
its activities and recommendations, which become a 
matter of public record. 
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[Mass. Gen. Laws Ann., Ch. 211C, §§2 (1978), 4 
(1978) ] 

.),. 

MICHIGAN 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPRE~ffi COURT. The Supreme Court sits in 
Lansing and holds four ter~s a year, the dates of 
which are set by court rule. 

[Michigan Statutes Annotated (hereinafter 
M.S.A.) §27A.2l2] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court may issue orders of super­
intending control when it is necessary to implement 
its superintending or supervisory control power 
over the courts of the state. These orders replace 
the usual writs of certiorari, mandamus, and prohi­
bition. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over orders of dismissal or discipline of the State 
Bar Grievance Board, orders of the Judicial Tenure 
Commission (reference Section 7.1), and all other 
appeals pending or decided by the Court of Appeals. 

[M.S.A. §27A.217j General Court Rules 
(hereinafter G.C.R.), Rules 711, 851] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is elected to a 2-year 

term by peer vote. 
b. Supreme Court justices must be qualified 

voters who are licensed to practice law and are 
less than 70 years of age. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to 8-year 
terms in nonpartisan general elections. Whenever 
a vacancy occurs in any court, the Governor 
appoints a person to serve until the next general 
election. 

[Constitution, Article VI, §§2, 23j M.S.A. 
§27A.202; G.C.R., Rule 900] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the head of the judi­

cial system. He performs duties required by the 
Supreme Court, which appoints an Administrator of 
the Courts and other assistants of the Supreme 
Court as needed to aid in the administration of 
the courts of the state. Reference Section 5.1 
(General administrative authority). 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) . 

c. Every court in the state has the power to 
appoint a clerk. There are no statutory provisions 
for assigning duties to these positions. The clerk 
of the Supreme Court has responsibilities as deter­
mined by the court. 

(Const., Art. VI, §§3, 7; Michigan Compiled 
Laws Annotated (hereinafter M.C.L.A.) Section 
600.152] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court is empowered 
to promulgate rules of practice and procedure for 
all courts in the state. The Supreme Court also 
makes administrative rules for other courts. 
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[Const., Art. VI, §5j State Court Administra­
tor] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The court sits in Lansing, 
Detroit, Grand Rapids, and Marquette. There are 
nine terms a year, each beginning on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday each month from 
October to June. 

[M.S.A. §27A.311; G.C.R., Rule 800] 
2.2 Organization. The Court of Appeals is divided 
into three geographic districts. Appeals are heard 
by 3-judge panels, with the judges rotated between 
panels so that each judge sits with each other 
judge with equal frequency. A decision of any 
panel is controlling throughout the state. 

[M.S.A. §27A.301 to §27A.3l4] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has original jurisdic­
tion to issue prerogative and remedial writs or 
orders as provided by court rules and also author­
ity to issue any writs, directives, and mandates 
that it judges necessary and expedient to effec­
tuate its determination of cases. 

b. The Court of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­
tion over all final judgments from the circuit 
Court and the Court of Claims. The court also haa 
appellate jurisdiction over final judgments of the 
Recorder's Court of Detroit, except those judgments 
of the Traffic and Ordinance Division, and over the 
final orders of the Probate Court dealing with 
adoptions, trust estate cases, and condemenation 
cases. 

[M.S.A. §§27A.308, 27A.3l0] 
2.4 Judges (18) 

6. The chief judge of the Court of Appeals is 
elected to a 3-year term by his peers. The chief 
judge designates a presiding judge for each geo­
graphic district. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are elected to 6-
year terms by the voters of their respective dis­
tricts at nonpartisan elections. 

[Const., Art. VI, §q; G.C.R., Rule 800.71 
2.5 Administration 

a. The chief judge and the presiding judges 
have no statutorily defined duties with repard to 
the administration of the Court of Appeals. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.h 
(state-level administrator). 

c. A chief clerk of the Court of Appeals is 
appointed by the court and serves at its pleasure. 
He has supervisory duties. 

[M.S.A. §27A.317; State Court Administrator] 
2.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 
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Courts of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1a CIRCUIT COURT. Sessions of court are held 
at least four times a year in each county organized 
for judicial purposes. 

[Const., Art. VI, §II] 
3.2.1& I)rganization. The state is divided into 52 
judicial circuits, which encompass 1 to 4 counties 
each. The Court of Claims is a division of the 
30th Judicial Circuit (reference section 3.l.lb). 

[State Court Administrator] 
3.3.1a Jurisdiction 

a. The Circuit Court exercises exclusive origi­
nal jurisdiction in felony cases except where a 
special criminal court has been created. It exer­
cises exclusive civil jurisdiction in domestic 
relations, equity, and general civil cases where 
the amount in controversy exceeds $10,000. The 
Wayne County Circuit Court exercises concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Common Pleas Court of Detroit 
in civil matters where the amount in controversy 
i~ between $5,000 and $10,000. 

b. The Circuit Court hears appeals from final 
judgments from District, Probate, and Common Pleas 
Courts, and tram the Traffic and Ordinance 
Division of the Recorder's Court. Appeals trom 
the Municipal Court are tried de novo. 

[Const., Art. VI, §13; National Survey of 
Court Organization, pp. 159-160] 

3.4.1a Jodges (147) 
a. TI1£'1"<' is no provision for a chief judge over 

all the circuits of the Circuit Court. In circuits 
with two or morp judges, the chief judge is elected 
to a 2-ypar term by pepr vcte. 

b. Circuit Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Se~tion 1.4.b. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the V<ltprs of tb"ir resp"ctive circuits 
in nonpartisan elections. 

[Const., Art. VI, 912; G.C,R .• Rule 925] 
3.5.1a Administration 

a. Wh"reas tbere is no provision tor a chipl 
judge ovpr all the circuits of th" Ciccuit Court, 
circuits with two ,>1' Illnre judg"s have chie! judg"s. 
The cbi.,! judges of the trial courts have thE' [,>1-
lowing rpsponsibilities: call mpptings ot the 
court, appoint c,)mmittees, sup"rvisp caspload l1lan­
agpment, c'Hlrdinatp ttl!' work ot judgE'S, sup"rvisp 
court pprsonnp1, assign casps, dnd Hupprvise court 
financPR. 

b. Th"re is nn provision tor an administrator 
over all tbp circuits of tbe Circuit Court, Any 
Circuit Court witb 20 or mol''' judg"s can rpcom~pnd 
a court admini~tr,ltor tor its l".lurt. At prpSP"t, 
16 drcuits hiivp appnint"d administrators. TllP 
administrator is appointed and TI'mnved by tilt' 
Govprnor on ttlt' l"f'coI1lIllPndation of til<' court. 
Dut ies of the court (ldmillist r<Jtors ar!' Incally 

c. Elt'ct"d (Dunty clprks serv" as Circuit Court 
clprklL Ih"r<' ar" no 1 "1'111 a I prllvisi"1l5 1,,1' assign­
ing duties to tb" clprks. In practie". th"y ppr­
[arm supprvisory duties. 

[ Cn II st., Art. VI, § 14; ~l. S. A. § 27 A . 567; G. Co R. , 
Rulps 925, 926; Stotp Court Administrutor] 

3.b .1a Rull'-uHlking. R,>l,'n'llcP S"ct ipn 1.6. 

2.:1.:..!.b COURT OF l;LAINS. Tllt' cnurt ,>1 CIa ims is a 
divisioll of t-iw 30th Judi<:inl Circuit. It sits in 
LUllsing lor lout' tPl'llls rwr cal,'ndar Yl'al'. 
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[M.S.A. §27A.6407] 
3.2.1b Organization. The g~ographical 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims is statewide. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[M.S.A. §27A.6419] 
3.3.lb Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Claims has exclusive jurisdic­
tion over all claims and demands against the state. 

b. The Court of Claims has no appellate juris­
diction over cases from oth~r courts. It hears ap­
peals of administrative agency cases. 

[M.S.A. §27A.6404] 
3.4.lb Judges (Circuit Court judges of the 30th 
Judicial Circuit Court serve by blind draw when the 
Court of Claims is in session.) 

a. The Court of Claims does not have a presid-
ing judge, 

b. Reference 3.4.la.b. 
c. Reference 3.4.1a.c. 
[H.S,A. S27A.6407] 

3.5.1b Administration 
a. There is no provision for a cbipf judge for 

the Court of Claims. 
b. There is no provision tor an administrator 

for the Court of Claims. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The State Court Administrator appoints and 
removps the clprk/stenographer of the Court of 
Claims. He has responsibilities as determined by 
the court. 

[M.S.A. §27A.6410] 
3.6.1h Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6 . 

3.1.2 RECORDER'S COURT OF DETROIT. According to 
statute the Recorder's Court meets for six terms 
per calpndar ypar, beginning on the first Wednesday 
of January, March, May. July, September, and 
November. Thp tprms last as long as necessary. 
In practicp. the court sits in continuous spssion. 

[M.S.A. §27.3573; Statp Court Administrator] 
3.2.2 Organization. The Recorder's Court has gpo­
graphic jurisdiction within the city limits of 
Dptruit. 1bp court has a special Traffic and 
Ordinance Division. 

[~l. S . A., §:: 7 . 3561] 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction 

B. The Recorder's Court has original jurisdic­
tion over all criminal cases arising within the 
city limits of Detroit. Thp Recorder's Court can 
also h"ar applications for writs of babe as corpus. 

Its Tr~ffic and Ordinancu Division has ex­
clusivp original juriSdiction in all traffic and 
ordinancp violations. 

b. Thp RC'cordt'r's Court has no apppilate juris­
diction. 

[M.S.A. §§27.355I, 27.3561; National Survey of 
Court Organizati,m, p. 160] 

3.4.2 Judges l26) 
a, The chief judgp of the R"cordt'l 's Court is 

el"eted by bis ppers. 
b, Rpcordpr's Court judges must meet thp eamC' 

qualificatinns as Supr~m" Court justiep". Refpr­
encp S"~tion 1.4.h, 

c. Rp~order's Court judges are elect"d to 6-
y,'ar t-f'rms in nonpal,ti"Llr p1pctions., 

[N.S.A. §§27.3554, 27.3652; G.C,fR., Rule 9:!'lJ 
3,~,2 Administration 

a. R<'fprpncp Spcti,>n 3.5,la.a. 
b. Judg,'s of the Recordpr's C,>urt are ,>mp<lwl'rt'd 

to appoint a court adminlBtr~tor. Th" dutiPN of 
tbe adminirtrator are prpscribf'd by tbp court. 



c. The Recorder's Court is empowered to appoint 
a court clerk as required and within budgetary 
limits. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerk. In prac­
tice, he performs supervisory duties. 

[M.S.A. §27A.6410; State Court Administrator] 
3.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.1 Organization. The state is divided into 98 
judicial districts, which may encompass one or more 
cities, a county, or several counties. Some dis­
tricts have split into formal or informal divisions 
and sit in various locations within the district. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. T~e District Court has jurisdiction in mis­
demeanor cases where the possible penalty does not 
exceed a fine and/or 1 year of imprisonment; ordi­
nance and charter violations; arraignments, the 
fixing of hdil and accepting of bonds; and prelimi­
nary examinations in all felony and misdemeanor 
cases not cognizable by the District Court. The 
District Court has exclusive original jurisdiction 
in all civil litigation up to $10,000 in controver­
sy, excluding equity cases. In districts where 
Traffic Bureaus have been established, court clerks 
are authorized to accept guilty pleas and fines for 
minor traffic offenses. Small claims jurisdiction 
is limited to cases involving $600 or less. 

b. The District Court has no appellate jUris­
diction. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.4.1 Judges (214) 

a. In the 60 District Courts with two or more 
judges, chief judges are elected by peer vote. 

b. District Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications dS Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. District Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms in nonpartisan elections. 

[M.S.A. §27A.9926(1); G.C.R., Rule 925] 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. Reference Section 3.5.1a.a. 
b. Trial court administrators may be hired by 

the District Court. They serve at the pleasure of 
the court and perform such duties as assigned. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level administra­
tor). 

c. The District Court is empowered to hire 
clerks within budgetary restraints. There are no 
formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerks. In practice, they perform 
supervisory duties. 

[M.S.A. §24A.6410; State Court Administrator] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 PROBATE COURT. The Probate Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[M.S.A. §27.3l78(30)] 
4.2.2 Organization. A Probate Court sits in each 
county organized for judicial purposes. The legis­
lature can create or alter Probate Court districts 
of more than one county if approved in each county 
by a majority of the voters. When hearing juvenile 
cases, the Probate Court is known as the Juvenile 
Division of the Probate Court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §I5; M.S.A. §27A.8202] 
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4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Probate Court has exclusive original 

jurisdiction in all cases pertaining to wills, 
estates, mental health, and other related matters. 
The court also has exclusive original jurisdiction 
in cases concerning delinquency, dependency, and 
neglect. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[M.S.A. §27.3178 (19)] 
4.4.2 Judges (IOh) 

a. In a Probate Court with two or more judges, 
rhief judges are elected to 2-year terms hy peer 
vote. 

b. Probate Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Probate Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms in nonpartisan elections. 

[Const., Art. VI, §16; G.C.R., Rule 925] 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. Reference Section 3.5.13.a. 
b. Administrators are hired for the Juvenile 

Divisions of the larger Probate Courts. 
c. In most Probate Courts, the register per­

forms administrative and supervisory duties. 
[State Court Administrator] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1. 3 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Munici pal Court sits 
in continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.3 Organization. The 8 existing Municipal 
Courts are located in 2 counties. Each municipal­
ity and county has the option of maintaining a 
Hunicipal Court or replacing it with a District 
Court. Some Hunictpal Courts have Conciliation 
Divisions. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Hunicipal Court has jurisdiction in 
felony preliminaries, misdemeanors involving a fine 
or imprisonment of less than 1 year or hoth, and 
traffic ordinance cases. The court also hears 
general civil and landlord-tenant cases with less 
than $1,500 in controversy. 

b. The Hunicipa1 Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[M.S.A. §§27.3937, 27.4101] 
4.4.3 Judges (8) 

a. In a Municipal Court with two or more 
judges, chief judges are elected by peer vote. 

b. Hunicipaf Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Municipal Court judges are elected to 4 or 
f)-year terms in nonpartisan ("leetians. 

[N.S.A. §§27.3752, 27.3il34; G.C.R., Rule 925] 
4.5.3 Administration 

a. Reference Section 3.5.1a.a. 
b. Trial court administrators may be appointed 

by the courts to serve at their pleasure and per­
form such duties as may he assigned to that posi­
tion. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) . 

c. A Municipal Court is empowered to appoint a 
clerk if budgetarily feasihle. There are no formal 
provisions for assigning administrative duties to 
the clerks. In practice, the clerks perform super­
visory duties. 

[M.S.A. §27A.64l0; State Court Administrator] 

,), 

4.6.3 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.4 Co}1NON PLEAS COURT OF DETROIT. The Common 
Pleas Court ot Detroit sits in continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.4 Organiz".rilHL The Common Pleas Court of 
Detroit has countywide jurisdiction. The court has 
a Small Claims Division and a Landlord-Tenant 
Division. 

[Nation&I,Survey of Court Organization, pp. 
160-162; Manual for C"urt Administration, ~200, 
p. 302 J 

4.3.4 Jurisdiction 
a. TllP Counnon Pleas Court of Dptroit has juris­

diction in civil cases wht'rp ttl<' amount in contro­
versy dot's not exct'ed $10,OUO. 

The Conciliation Division handlps confrover­
sies inVOlving S600 or less. 

h. Ttl<' Common PI"as Court of Detroit has no 
appellate juriSdiction. 

[Statt' C,Jurt Administr(ltorj 
4.4.4 Judges til) 

a. The chief judgt' of the Commlln Pl.'as Court 
is ~hosen by peer vote. 

b. C,lmm,HI Plt'as Court llf Dt'troit judges must 
meet the sam" qualifications as Supreme Court jus­
tices. Rt'iert'nce Section 1.4.b. 

c. Common Plt'as C,)urt ot Dptroit judges are 
plectpd to b-ypar terms in nonpartisan elpctions. 

[~!,S.A. §27.J052; G.C.R., Rul,> lJ25J 
4.5.4 Administrat i,m 

a. Rplprpnce Section 3.5.l3.a. 
b. Trial cuurt administrators may be appointpd 

to sprvt' at thp plpasure ot hp courts and to per­
form su~h Jut it'S as ass ignt'd by thp court. Re fer­
pnce :)ectilln 'i.2.b (state-lpvel administrator), 

c. clprks and dpputips may be appointed by thp 
court as the budget allows. Thpre are no formal 
?rovisions for assigning administrative dutips to 
rhp clprks. In practicp, the clerks pt'rform auper­
visnry dutips. 

[M.S.A. §27A.b410; State Court Administrator] 
4.~.~ Rule-making. Rptprpncp Sect inn l.b. 

State-LpVpl Administration 

5.1 (;pnpnd administrativp auth<>rity. TllP Chief 
Just i CP ,~f thp Suprpmp Court has bpen (OPS ignatt'd 
as th" head of thp judicial systt'm of rhp statp. 
Thp Suprpmp Court, through thp Chi"l Just ice, may 
direct judgps of on<' (,lurt to sprve on anothpr, may 
rpassign auxi 11 iary court rWrSIl[lnpl on an pmergency 
basis, controls budget prpparation and administra­
tion, and supprvisps judicial continuing pducBtion 
programs. R,'ft'rI>nce Spction 1.5.a. 

[Cnnst., Art. VI, §7; H.S.A. 127A.152; National 
Surv,·y of Court Orgilnizilt inn, p. 159J 

5.2 uilicp of ttlf' Stat" Court Administrator 
iI. TllP UHlee ,)f rllP Stat,> Cuurt Administrat,lr 

is cl)n};titutillilally authori';"d. 
b. Statp ~nurt Administr3tor 

(1) Ttl<' posit ion 01 Stat!' Court Administra­
tor is consl itutional1y authorized. 

(2) The Statp Court Administrator is 
appointed by the Suprpmp Court and servps at its 
plpasurp. Qualilications includp a cull!');!' dl'grep 
and s'lj)prvisory, administrat ivt', and/or managpment 
pxppripnc p with a court systt'm. 

(3) Thp Stat" Court Administrator, undpr thp 
5upprvisioll and dir,'ction 01 tllp Suprpmp Court. 
~reparps and submits thp hudgpt lor thp court sys­
tem. TIlt' Stat .. Cnurt Administratnr's oUicp is 

responsible for management of the judic~al continu­
ing education program, long-rangp planning, collec­
tion of statistical information, and adninistration 
uf the nonjudicial personnel system. The Statp 
Court Administrator serves as liaison betwpen the 
court system and l)thpr branches of government. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the 
State Court Administrator consists of a staff of 
approximately 112 people: 72 professionals (in­
cluding the Statp Court Administrator) and 40 clpr­
ical personnel. The office provides support ser­
vices in the following arpas: information system" 
court support servicps; finance and budget; educa­
tion and training; personnel; and public informa­
tion and liaison. 

Const., Art. VI, §3; H.S.A. §27A.567; M.C.L.A. 
1600.567; G.C.R., Rules 901, 906; State Court 
Administrators, pp. 60-01; State Court Adminis­
tratorJ 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPREHE COURT 
6.2.1 Commissioner 

a. Supreme Court c,Jmmissioners are appointpd 
by the court according to internally developed pro­
(.::dures. Commissioners must meet the same qualifi­
cations as Supreme Court justices. Referpnce Sec­
tion 1.4.b. 

b. Supreme Court commissioners prepare written 
reports and recommend'Jc iOI;lS oln appl icat ions for 
discrptionary appeals. 

[Workshop for New Judges and Statf] 

6.1.2 CUURT OF APPEALS 
6.2.2 Commissioner 

a. Court of Appeals commissi,)ners arp splected 
by the court according to internally devploperl pro­
cpdurps. They must meet th£> same qualifications 
as Supreme Court justices. Referencp Section 
1.4. b. 

b. Court of Appeals connnissinners prepart' writ­
tpn rpports and rE'commendat ions on .lppl icat lons for 
discrptionary appeals. 

[Workshop for Npw Judges and Staff] 

6.1.3 RECORDER'S COURT OF DETROIT 
6.2.3 Rpf"rpp 

a. Rpreret'S are selectpd by the court from a 
civil sprvice registpr. Qualifications of relerees 
are detprminpd by the court. 

b. Rpferees may administer oaths, examinE' wit­
nesses, and make reports and recommendations in 
those misdpmeanor casps under state law or munici­
pal ordinance that arp rpferred to them by the 
j~dgps of the Traffic and Ordinancp Division of the 
courr. 

[H.S.A. S27.3959J 

0.1.4 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.4 Magistrate 

a. HagistrateH are appointed by thp court, sub­
ject to confirmation hy til<' County Board of Cllmmis­
sioners. Qualitications are locally determined by 
the appointing court. 

b. As autlll1ri~,·'d by ttle District Court judge, 
magistratps may arraign and sent"nct' individu;IIs 
who plE'ad guilt'y to vil1lations of specified public 
(Jets it the maximuhl puniShment dops not exce(.d 9U 
days in jail nr finp or both; issup arrest war­
rants; fix bail and spt bond; and issuE' search war­
rants. 
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[M.S.A. §§27A.8501, 27A.8511] 

6.1.5 PROBATE COURT 
6.2.5 Register 

a. Registers are appointed by the court. Qual­
ifications are locally determined by the court. 

b. As authorized by the Probate Court judge, 
registers may, by statute, perform all the nonjudi­
cial duties of that judge. In general, they admin­
ister oaths, take testimony, and prepare written 
reports to the judge. They also set the time and 
place for hearings and sign the related orders. 

[M.S.A §§27.3178 (12), 27.3178 (598.10)J 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Tenure Commission. The commission is 
composed of nine members, which include the follow­
ing; one judge each from the Court of Appeals, 
Circuit Court, and Probate Court, selected by the 
respective court; one judge representing and se­
lected by the remaining courts of the state; three 
members of the state bar, elected by its member­
ship, one of whom is a judge; and two persons ap­
pointed by the Governor who are not judges, re­
tired judges, or members of the bar. 

[Const., Art. VI, §30] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The Com­
mission is responsible for receiving and acknow­
ledging all complaints against judges. It may 
also initiate an investigation on its own motion 
or at the request of the Chief Justice or the State 
Court Administrator. All preliminary investiga­
tions are confidential. Upon completion of the 
preliminary investigation and if so warranted, a 
formal complaint is filed, entered on a docket, and 
thereby becomes a public record. If the prelimi-
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nary investigation reveals insufficlent ~du~e for 
action, the commission terminates its investiga­
tion. Before filing a complaint or recommending 
private censure, the commission gives writ"en no­
tice to the judge of the nature of the charges. 
The judge is then given an opportunity to present 
his case in writing within ]5 days. The public 
hearing can be held before the entire commission 
or before a master appointed by the Supreme Court. 
The hearing conforms as nearly as possible to the 
rules of procedure and evidence governing ~ivll 
actions in a Circuit Court. The judge is entitled 
to be represeHted by counsel. A record of the 
hearing is kept. The commi ssion ma)' subpoen ~ wi t­
nesses and evidence. No discovery proceeding8 are 
held at the request of the respondent, either be­
fore or after the filing of the complaint. An af­
firmative vote of five commission members is re­
quired for a rer.ommendation of discipline, removal, 
retirement, or suspension of a judge. Lack of such 
votes requires dismissal of the complaint. If five 
votes are obtained, the commission forwards writ­
ten findings of fact and its rc<'ommendation to the 
Supreme Court. A copy of the findln~a, recommenda­
tions, and transcript are also forwarded to the 
respondent. He may petition the court within 30 
days to reject or modify the recommendations. The 
court in its discretion may also allow at that time 
the introduction of additional evidence. After its 
review, the Supreme Court files a written oplnlon 
and judgment directing censure, removal, retire­
ment, Suspension, or other disciplinary action or 
it may reject or modify the recommendations of the 
:ommission. In its decision, the court may direct 
that no motion for rehearing will be entertained, 
in which event its decision is final on filing. 

[G.C.R., Rule 932J 
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MINNESOTA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court sits at St. Paul for 
at least one term of court annually. 

[Minnesota Statutes (hereinafter M.S.) Section 
480.01] 

1.2 Organization. The Chief Justice assigns three 
or more members of the court to sit as a division 
of the court to hear and decide cases as assigned. 
The Chief Justice may appoint a panel or panels of 
members of the court to review pending cases for 
disposition. There are no specialized divisions 
of the court. 

[Minnesota Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure 
(hereinafter Minn. R. App. P.) 13S(1), 13S(4)] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 

in remedial cases as prescribed by law. The law 
grants power to the court to issue all necessary 
writs and processes. The court may also answer 
questions of law certified to it by the United 
States Supreme Court, or any federal court. The 
court prescribes rules of practice for attorneys 
in the state, conducts the examination for admis­
sion to the bar, and reviews grievance complaints 
against attorneys. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
in all cases, but no jury trials are given in the 
court. 

[Constitution, Article VI, Section 2; M.S. 
§§480.04, 480.0S, 480.061] 

1.4 Justices (9) 
a. The Chief Justice is elected at a nonparti­

san election and serves a 6-year term. 
b. Supreme Court justices must be learned in 

the law. 
c. Supreme Court justices are elected and each 

justice is deemed to hold a separate nonpartisan 
office. Supreme Court justices serve 6-year terms. 
When a vacancy occurs, the Governor appoints a per­
son to serve as justice until the next general 
election occurring more than 1 year after the 
appointment. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§S, 7, 8; M.S. §203A.12] 
1.S Administration 

a. The Chief Justice exercises administration 
and supervision over the entire court system 
through the State Court Adminis~rator, the chief 
judges of the 10 judicial districts, the district 
administrators, and the Ramsey County Municipal 
Court administrator. Reference Section 5.1 
(General adl"inistrative authority). The Chief 
Justice, however, has no specifically articulated 
duties in regard to the administration of the Su­
preme Court. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) . 

c. The position of clerk of the Supreme Court 
is authorized by the constitution. The clerk is 
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appointed by the Supreme Court and serves at the 
pleasure of the court. There are no formal pro­
visions for assigning administrative duties to the 
clerk. He supervises his clerical support staff 
and has responsibilities as determined by the 
court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §l; State Court Administra­
tor] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court is empowered 
to regulate the pleadings, practice, procedure, and 
forms thereof in all criminal actions in all courts 
and in civil actions in all courts except the Pro­
bate Courts and the Conciliation Court in Hennepin 
and Ramsey Counties. The Supreme Court promulgates 
all rules of evidence in all criminal and civil 
actions. The court makes administrative rules for 
its own operations. Before rules are adopted by 
the Supreme Court, an advisory committee is con­
sulted in considering and preparing rules. 

[M.S. §§480.0Sl, 480.0S3, 480.0S9; State Court 
Administrator] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Minnesota. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[M.S. §484.08] 
3.2 Organization. The state is divided into 10 
judicial districts, as determined by the legisla­
ture, some of which have permanent chambers as 
designated by statute. The Second and Fourth 
Judicial Districts have Family Court Divisions. 

[M.S. §§2.722, 484.64, 484.65] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has original jurisdiction 
in all criminal and civil actions within its re­
spective districts, and in all cases where juris­
diction is especially conferred upon the District 
Court by law. The court has concurrent jurisdic­
tion with the County Court in cases pursuant to 
M.S. §487.19 (reference Section 4.3.2.a.). In 
Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, the District Court 
has juvenile jurisdiction. 

In the Second District, the Family Court 
Division has been created and has jurisdiction in 
all matters involving divorce, annulment, separate 
maintenance, paternity, and support. In the Fourth 
District, the Family Court Division has been creat­
ed and has jurisdiction in all family matters as­
signed to it. 

b. The District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion in every case in which an appeal is allowed 
from any other court. 

[M.S. §§260.02, 484.01, 484.64, 486.65; State 
Court Administrator] 



3.4 Judges (72) 
a. There is no prov~s~on for a chief judge over 

all the districts of the District Court. The chief 
judge for each district is elected annually to a 
2-year term by the judges of all courts within the 
judicial district. Until July 1, 1981, the chief 
judge must be a judge of the District Court. After 
July 1981, the chief judge may be a judge of the 
District, County, County ~runicipal, or Probate 
Court. 

b. District Court judges must be learned in the 
law. Each judge must be a resident of the district 
in which he serves during his term of office. 

c. District Court judges are elected by the 
voters from the areas they serve. They serve 6-
year terms. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§4, 5, 7; M.S. §§484.34, 
484.69] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no prOV1$10n for a chief 

judge over all the districts of the District Court, 
each of the 10 judicial districts has a chief 
judge. The chief judge exercises general adminis­
trative authority over the courts within the judi­
cial district. He may assign judges within the 
district to serve in any court in the district. 
The chief judge appoints the district administrator 
with the advice of the other judges of the dis­
trict, subject to the approval of the Supreme 
Court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. Each 
of the 10 judicial districts, however, is author­
ized to have a district administrator. The dis­
trict administrator is appointed by the chief 
judge, subject to the approval of the Supreme 
Court, with the advice of the judges of the dis­
trict. His duties include assisting the chief 
judge in the performance of administrative duties, 
managing the administrative affairs of the courts 
of the judicial district, supervising court person­
nel, and complying with requests of the State Court 
Administrator for statistical and other informa­
tion. 

c. Clerks are authorized by statute. The 
clerks are appointed by a majority of District 
Court judges in the district after consultation 
with the County Court judges in the district. 
There are no formal provisions for assigning admin­
istrative duties to the clerks. They supervise 
their clerical support staff and have responsibili­
ties as determined by their respective courts. 

[M.S. §§2.722, 484.67, §484.67, Subdivision 3, 
§485.01; State Court Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court is empowered 
to regulate pleadings, practice, and procedure. 
The judgea of the District Court must assemble an­
nually and may revise and amend any rules. 

[M.S. §§180,05, 480.09, 484.33] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 PROBATE COURT. The Probate Court of Hennepin 
County and the Probate Court of Ramsey County sit 
in continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.1 Organization. There are two Probate Courts, 
one in Hennepin County and the other in Ramsey 
County. The County Court has absorbed all probate 
jurisdiction elsewhere in the state. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[M.S. §487.0l] 
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4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The Probate Court has original jurisdiction 

in law and equity for the administration of the 
estates of deceased persons, and all guardianship 
and incompetency proceedings are granted to the 
Probate Court. It also has jurisdiction over the 
administration of trust estates and determination 
of taxes contingent upon death as provided by law. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Const., Art. VI, §ll] 
4.4.1 Judges (2) 

a. The Probate Court does not have presiding 
judges. Chief district judges have authority over 
all courts in the district. Reference Section 
3.4.a. 

b. Probate Court judges must be lawyers. 
c. Probate Court judges are elected in county 

elections. They serve 6-year terms. 
[M.S. §§202.04, 525.04] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. The chief district judge serves as the chief 

judge of the Probate Court. Reference Section 
3.5.a. 

b. The district administrator serves as the 
administrator for the Probate Court. Reference 
Section 3.5.b. 

c. Clerks are appointed by the judges of the 
Probate Court and are responsible for the destruc­
tion of documents as enumerated in M.S. §525.09l, 
and for the issuance of orders under the direction 
of the probate judges. 

[M.S. §525.09] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Practice and procedure for the 
courts are governed by statute, and by Probate 
Court rules promulgated by the probate judges. 

[M.S. §525.0l4] 

4.1.2 COUNTY COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[M.S. §487.01, Subd. 1] 
4.2.2 Organization. The County Court sits at the 
county seat, but may travel as necessary for the 
business of the court. Counties may join for pur­
poses of sharing a combined County Court. Hennepin 
and Ramsey Counties, however, do not have a County 
Court. A County Court must have the following 
specialized divisions: Probate, Family Court, and 
Civil and Criminal. The Civil and Criminal Divi­
sion includes a Traffic and Ordinance Violations 
Bureau. 

[M.S. §487.01, Subds. 1, 6, §487.27, Subd. 1; 
State Court Administrator] 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. In the Civil and Criminal Division, the 

court has criminal jurisdiction over misdemeanors 
and may conduct prel~ninary hearings. In addition, 
the division has original jurisdiction concurrent 
with the District Court in actions where the amount 
in contest is less than $5,000; actions in forcible 
entry and detainer, proceedings to quiet title to 
real estate, and real estate foreclosure. 

The Probate Division has exclusive jurisdic­
tion in probate and guardianship (except in Henne­
pin and Ramsey Counties where the Probate Court 
hears these matters). It also has original juris­
diction concurrent with the District Court in pro­
visions for trust estates. 

The Family Court Division has original ju­
risdiction concurrent with the District Court in 
divorce and adoption proceedings. It also has ex­
clusive jurisdiction over incompetency proceedings 

.), 

and juvenile delinquency matters (except in Henne­
pin and Ramsey Counties where the District Court 
has juvenile jurisdiction). 

b. The County Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion in cases heard de novo from the Conciliation 
Court. 

[M.S. §487.l4 to 487.19; State Court Adminis­
trator] 

4.4.2 Judges (136) 
a. The County Court does not have presiding 

judges. Chief district judges have authority over 
all CIJrts in their districts. Reference Section 
3.4.a. 

b. County Court judges must be learned in the 
law and residents of the County Court districts in 
which the courts have jurisdiction. Lay judges 
that were in office in 1973 may run for election 
without being learned in the law. 

c. County Court judges are elected at a general 
election by the voters of their respective CounLy 
Court districts, and serve 6-year terms. 

[M.S. §487.03, Subds. 1, 2; State Court Admin­
istrator] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. The chief district judge serves as the chief 

judge of the County Court. Reference Section 
3.5.a. 

b. The district administrator serves as the 
administrator for the County Court. Reference Sec­
tion 3.5.b. 

c. The clerks of the District Court serve as 
clerks of the County Court in their respective 
counties. Reference Section 3.S.c. 
4.6.2 Rule-making. Ple,lding, practice, procedure, 
and forms in civil actions are governed by rules 
of civil procedure [or the County Courts as adopt­
ed by the Supreme Cuurt. The court may adopt rules 
that are not inconsistenL Idth rules promulgated 
by the Supreme Court. 

[M.S. §487.23, §487.23, Subd. 2] 

4.1.3 COUNTY :1UNICIPAL COURT. The court sits in 
continuous sessiun. 

[M.S. §48QA.IH, Subd. 11] 
.4.2.3 Organization. The County ~unicipal Court 
exists only in Ramsey and Hennepin Counties. 
Statute and Traffic and ordinance Violation Bureaus 
are established within these two municipalities in 
which court sessions are conducted. 

[M.S. §488A.Ol, Subd. 10, §488A.08, §488A.25] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The County Municipal Court hIS jurisdiction 
in criminal matters constituting misdemeanors with­
in the two counties. The courL has jurisdiction 
in civil disputes where the amount in controversy 
does not exceed $5,000, except in cases involving 
tItle to real estate. The County Municipal Court 
also has jurisdiction in cases of forcible entry 
and unlawful detainer actions involving land within 
the two counties. 

b. The County Municipal Court has appellate 
jurisdiction over decisions of the Consiliation 
Courts in ~Imsey and Hennepin Counties. 

[H.S. §488A.Ol, Subds. 4, 5, 6, §48HA.18, 
Subds. 4, 6, 7; Stilte Court Administrator] 

4.4.3 Judges (28). The number of judges per court 
is specified by statute. 

a. The County Municipal Cuurt does not have 
presiding judges. Chief district judges have 
authority over all courts in their districts. 
Reference Section 3.4.3. 

b. County tlunicipal Court judges must be admit­
ted to the Minnesota Bar and muyl be residents of 
the county in which their coarts have jurisdiction. 

c. County t1unicipal Court judges are elected 295 

by the voters in each of the two counties. They 
serve 6-year terms. 

[X.S. §488A.021, Subds. 1, 2, 3, 3(a), 11, 
§488A.19, Subds. 2, 3, 3(a), 11] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. The chief district judge serves as the chief 

judge of the County Municipal Court. Reference 
Section 3.5.a. 

b. The district administrator serves as the 
administrator for the County Municipal Court. Ref­
erence Section 3.5.b. In Ramsey County there is 
an administrator of the court, who is appointed by 
the judges to a 6-year term. He has all the powers 
and duties incident to the office of administrator 
of a court of record. 

c. In Hennepin County the district administra­
tor assumes the responsibilities of clerk. In 
Ramsey County, the administrator supervises the 
operations of the office. 

[M.S. §488A.20, Subds. 1, 3; State Court Admin­
istrator] 

4.6.3 Rule-making. Pleading, practice, procedure, 
and forms in criminal and civil actions are gov­
erned by rules for the County Municipal Court as 
~romulgated by the Supreme Court. A majority of 
the judges of the court may adopt rules that are 
not inconsistent with rules of the Supreme Court 
or statutes. 

[M.S. §488A.09, Subds. 1, 2, §488A.26, Subds. 
1, 2, §488A.IO, Subds. 1, 2, §488A.27, Subds. 
1, 2] 

4.1.4 CONCILIATION COURT. The judges of the Con­
ciliation Court may hold terms of court as often 
as necessary to dispose of claims promptly. 

[M.S. §488A.12, Subd. 5, §488A.30, Subd. 5J 
4.2.4 Organization. The court may sit at appointed 
places within the respective counties. 

[M.S. §488A.13, Subd. 5, §488A.30, Subd. 4] 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Conciliation Court has jurisdiction in 
civil actions where the monetary amount in contest 
is less than $1,000, except in cases involving real 
estate titles. 

b. The Conciliation Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[H.S. §488A.12, Subd. 3; §488A.29, Subd. 3; 
§487.30] 

4.4.4 Judges. Hearing Officers serve as judges of 
the Conciliation Court of Ramsey and Hennepin 
Counties pursuant to M.S. §488A.13, Subd. 1 and 
M.S. §488A.30, Subd. 1. County Court judges serve 
as Conciliation Court judges in the remaining 
10cCitions. 

a. The Conciliation Court does not have presid­
ing judges. Chief district judges have authority 
over all courts in the district. Reference Section 
3.4.a. 

b. Hearing Officers and County Court judges 
serve as judges of the Conciliation Court. 
Reference Sections 4.4.2.b, 4.4.3.b, and 6.1.7. 

c. Hearing Officers serve as Conciliation 
Court judges for such periods and in rotation as 
decided by the judges of the County Municipal 
Court. Reference SectIon 4.4.2.c. 

[M.S. §488A.13, Subd. 1, §488A.30, Subd. 1] 
4.5.4 Administration 

a. The chief district judge serves as the chief 
judge of the Conciliation Court. Reference Section 
3.5.a. 

b. The distrIct administrator serves as the 
administrator of the Conciliation Court. Reference 
Section 3.5.b. The administrator of the Ramsey 
County Municipal Court also serves as the adminis-



trator oC the Conciliation Court in that county. 
c. The clerks of the District Court serve as 

clerks of the Conciliation Court. The administra­
tor of Hennepin Municipal Court, however, acts as 
clerk of the Conciliation Court in that county. 

[H.S. §488A.13, Subd. 2, §48RA.30, Subd. 4J 
4.6.4 Rule-making. In Hennepin and Ramsey 
Counties a majority of judges may promulgate rules 
of pleading, practice, and procedure that are not 
inconsistent with the statutes. Rules for 
Conciliation Courts in other counties are 
promulgated by the Supreme Court. 

[N.S. §488A.12, SuDd. 6, §488A.29, Subd. 6; 
State Court AdministratorJ 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. In order to 
provide an efficient administration of justice, the 
Chief Justice supervises and coordinates the work 
of the courts of the state. He exercises general 
!;upervisory powers with respect to the fiscal 
aCfai rs of the courts and personnel. He serves as 
chief representative of the court system, providing 
liaison with other government branches, and he 
supervises the administrative operations of the 
courts. He also considers all recommendations of 
the State Court Administrator relating to the 
assignm('nt of judges, and issues directives to 
judges in order to facilitate the efficient dispo­
sition of court business. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[H.S. §2.724, §2.724, Subd. 4, §480.16J 
5.2 Office of the State Court Administrator 

a. The office is established by statute. 
b. State Court Administrator 

(1) The statutes provide for the position 
of State Court Administrator, who is appointed by 
the Supreme Court. 

(2) The State Court Administrator must have 
a college degree and a law degree and is appointed 
by and serves at the pleasure of the Supreme Court. 

(3) The responsibilities and duties of the 
State Court Administrator are enumerated in M.S. 
§480.15. Among those duties are: 

(a) Examination of administrative 
methods employed in the courts. 

management. 

(b) Caseload management for all courtF. 
(c) Statistical collection and analysis. 
(d) Budget preparation and fiscal 

(e) Monitoring of dockets and caseloads. 
(f) Recommendations to the legislature 

for the improvement of the judicial system. 
(g) Submitting a annual report of the 

activities of the State Court Administrator's 
office. 

(h) Administration of uniform require­
ments for court budget and information systems. 

(i) Preparation and administration of 
uniform standards relating to court personnel. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the 
State Court Administrator consists of 43 people: 
26 professionals (including the State Court Admin­
istrator) and 17 clerical personnel. The staff 
provides support services in the following areas: 
systems analysis, computer operations, records man­
agement, forms development, and field representa­
tion; accounting; training; personnel systems; 
legislative, executive, public, and media informa­
tion; and planning and research, statistical analy­
sis, and legislative drafting. 

[M.S. §§480.l3, 480.15; State Court Administra­
~, p. 62; State Court AdministratorJ 
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Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Referee 

a. Referees serve by appointment of the Dis­
trict Court judges. They must be attorneys. 

h. Referees hear cases and make recommendations 
to th(' judges. 

[State Court AdministratorJ 

6.1.2 PRORATE COURT 
6.2.2 Referee 

a. Referees serve in the Probate Courts of 
Hennepin and Ramsey counties by appointment of the 
probate judge. Referees must be residents of the 
counties and law~ers. Referees serve at the plea­
sure of the judges. 

h. Referees have the power to take acknowledg­
ments and administer oaths. Any matter, cause, or 
proceeding in the courts may be assigned to the 
referees. 

. [H.S. §§525.10; 525.l02J 

6.1.3 COe~TY COURT 
6.2.3 Probate registrar 

B. Probate registrars serve by appointment of 
the County Court judges. Their qualifications 
depend on how the particular judge defines the 
position. 

b. Probate registrars explain i.nformal probate 
procedures to people. They have authority to per­
form ministerial functions with regard to informal 
probate claims. 

[State Court AdministratorJ 

6.1.4 COU~TY COURT 
6.2.4 Judicial officer 

a. Judicial officers are attorneys who have 
been appointed by County Court judges to assist 
with the \,'orkload. Th('se posi tions are no longer 
beil1l' filled. 

b. Judicial officers have the same authority 
as judges of the court. 

[State Court AdministratorJ 

6.1.5 COU~TY MUNICIPAL COURT (Ramsey County) 
6.2.5 Refere€ 

a. Referees are appointed by the bench. They 
must be attorneys. 

b. Referees hear Conciliation Court small 
claims cases (civil claims under $1,000). 

[State Court AdministratorJ 

6.1.6 COUNTY MU~ICIPAL COURT (Hennepin County) 
6.2.6 Hearing officer 

a. Hearing officers are appointed by the bench. 
They are usually clerks, but may be other persons 
with internal training in court matters. 

b. Hearing officers hear minor traffic viola­
t ions. 

[State Court AdministratorJ 

6.1.7 CO~CILIATIO~ COURT 
6.2.7 Hearing officer 

a. Hearing Officers are appointed by the jud~es 
of the County Municipal Courts (located in Hennepin 
and Ramsey Counties). 

h. Hearing Officers hear small claims cases in 
the courts in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Board of Judicial Standards. The membership 
of the board consists of 1 District Court judge, 1 
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~!unicipal Court judge, 1 County Court judge, 2 law­
yers who have practiced law in the state for 10 
years and 4 citizens who are not judges or law­
yers.' Nembers representing the judiciary are ap-
ointed by their respective judicial organizations. 

Eawyer members are appointed by the state bar asso­
ciation. The citizen members are appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

[M.S. §490.lS, Subd. 1] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Board of Judicial Standards reviews matters regard­
ing judicial disability or indictment against a 
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judge. After a complaint is investigated, evidence 
is presented to the board to determine probable 
cause to proceed. If probable cause is found, a 
formal complaint is served on the judge, who may 
formally answer. A fact-finding hearing is held. 
The board makes its decision and sends recommenda­
tions to the Supreme Court for action. The Supreme 
Court may suspend a judge when the judge pleads 
guilty to a felony. When the conviction becomes 
final, the Supreme Court removes the judge from 
office. 

[M.S. §490.l6; State Court Administrator] 

,\, 

MISSISSIPPI 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPRENE COURT. The court meets twice each year 
at Jackson, the state capital. 

[Constitution, Article 6, Section 148; 
Mississippi Code 1972 Annotated (hereinafter 
Code) Section 9-3-3] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court sits in three 
divisions of three justices each. The Chief Jus­
tice and two presiding justices serve as the pre­
siding officers of the three divisions. As deemed 
necessary, the court may also sit en bane. 

[Const., Art. 6, §149A; Courts Strategy, Vol. 
3, p. 2-5] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. Each justice has the authority to issue 

writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, certiorari, 
supersedeas, attachment, and other extraordinary 
writs. The court has jurisdiction over all matters 
relating to the 'state bar. 

b. The Supreme Court hears appeals from all 
cases originating in Circuit and Chancery Courts, 
except when a guilty plea is entere,d~ Direct avo 
peals from County Courts are permit~dd in cases 
involving eminent domain and for those noncapital 
felony cases transferred from the Circuit Court to 
the County Court. Appeals from decisions of the 
Justice or Nunicipal Courts arft heard in Circuit 
or County Courts. Further appeal of these cases 
to the Supreme Court is permit~ed only when a 
constitutional question is raised and then only 
with acceptance of the appeal by a judge of the 
Circuit or Supreme Court. . 

[Code §§9-1-l9, 11-27-29, 11-51-3, 73-3-1 to 
73-3-373, 99-35-101] 

1.4 Justices (9) 
a. The justice who has served the longest con­

tinuous term on the court is the Chief Justice. 
He remains in this role as long as he serves on the 
court. The next two most senior justices are 
designated presiding justices. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 
years old. They must have been residents and prac­
ticing attorneys in the state for at least 5 years 
prior to election or appointment. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected at large 
on a partisan ballot. The term of office for Su­
preme Court justices is 8 years. Vacancies are 
filled by gubernatorial appointment. Appointees 
serve until the first state election occurring more 
than 9 months after the vacancy occurs. 

['Const., Art. 6, §§14S, l45A, l4SB, 149, 150; 
Code §§9-3-ll, 23-5-247; Courts Strategy, Vol. 
3, p. 1-6; Executive Director, Judicial Coun­
cil] 

1.5 Administration 
a. Neither the Chief Justice nor the Supreme 

Court has statutory or constitutional administra-
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tive authority over the entire court system. Re­
ference section 5.1 (General administrative autho­
rity). The Chief Justice is responsible only for 
management of the Supreme Court I s affairs. In this 
connection, he signs warrants for the courts' ex­
penses, approves the purchase price of the Missis­
sippi Reporter, and signs the minutes of th~t. 

b. The position of Executive Assistant is 
authorized by order of the Supreme Court and is 
appointed by the court. Informal policy of the 
Supreme Court req~ires that he possess a law 
degree. The ExeClltive Assistant assists the Chief 
Justice in court management functions. He super­
vises the preparation of the Supreme Court budget, 
disseminates information on court decisiohs, and 
serves as ex officio secretary to the C0n1~rence 
of MissiRsippi Judges and the State-Federal Judi­
cial Council (reference Table 29: Judicial coun­
cils and conferences). 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointed 
by the Supreme Court. There are no formal provi­
sions for assigning administrative duties to the 
clerk. He exercises supervision over his own 
o[[icp employees and has responsibilities as deter­
mined by the court. 

[Const., Art. 6, §168 (1979 Supplement); Code 
§§9-l-33, 9-3-45; Courts Strategy, Vol. 3, pp. 
2-2, 2-3; State Court Administrators, pp. 64, 
65; Executive Director, Judicial Council] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court is authorized 
by statute to promulgate procedural rules regulat­
ing the proceedings of the Supreme Court itself, 
provided that they are consistent with the law. 
In 1975, the legislature granted the Supreme Court 
civil rule-making authority over other courts and 
also established the Advisory Committee on Rules 
of Civil Practice and Procedure (made up of nine 
judges and five attorneys). The committee submits 
proposed rules to the Supreme Court. After the 
court makes any changes it desires, the rules are 
then submitted to the legiSlature. If not disap­
proved within a specified period of time, the rules 
are promulgated by the Supreme Court. The C0urt 
has no constitutional or statutory authority to 
prescr1be rules of administration for the various 
courts of the state. The court may, however, pre­
scribe administrative rules relating to its own 
business. 

[Code §§9-1-29, 9-3-39, 9-3-61, 9-3-65 to 
9-3-73) 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no provision for an intc'rml'dl:!tl' ap{ 
pellate court in Mississippi. r 

Courts of General Jurisdiction 
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3.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT. Court is held in each county 
of the state at least twice a year. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §lS8] 
3.2.1 Organization. The state is divided into 20 
districts. A district may have from one to seven 
counties within its boundaries. The 1st District 
of Hinds County (Jackson) can be divided into 
Criminal and Civil Divisions at the discretion of 
the senior judge on the bench. The Circuit Court 
of the 19th District can be divided by the senior 
judge into Criminal, Civil, and Appellate Divi­
sions. 

[Code §9-7-3 to 9-7-S3] 
3.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Circuit Court has original jurisdiction 
in all criminal and civil matters, unless such 
jurisdiction is vested in another court. The fol­
lowing courts' jurisdictions are concurrent with 
the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court: Chancery 
Court's jurisdiction over bonding offenses of 
fiduciaries and public officers; Chancery, County, 
and Family Courts' jurisdiction over bastardy mat­
ters; Counly Court's jurisdiction in civil matters 
involving less than $10,000; and Justice Court's 
jurisdiction in criminal matters where the punish­
ment does not exceed a fine and imprisonment in the 
county jail. Circuit Court judges can issue writs 
of habeas corpus, mandamus, certiorari, supersedeas 
and attachments, and all other remedial writs. 

b. The Circuit Court hears appeals from the Law 
Division cf the County Court, except when the case 
was origiaally transferrpd to the County Court by 
the Circuit Court. Appeals from Justice and ~funi­
cipal Courts are heard in the Circuit Court, except 
in those counties where a County Court has been 
established. Decisions of most local administra­
tive bodies and certain state agencies are appealed 
to the Circuit Court. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §§156, 161, 171; Code 
§§9-1-19, 9-9-21, 11-51-75 to 11-51-85, 
93-9-15, 99-33-1, 99-3S-1; Courts Strategy, 
Vol. 3, pp. 3-30 to 3-33] 

3.4.1 Judges (30) 
a. The Circuit Court does not have a chief 

judge over all the districts or presiding judges 
for the individual districts. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be at least 26 
years old and must have been practicing lawyers and 
state citizens for 5 years. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms on a pprtisun ballot by the voters of their 
respective counties. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §~151, 154; Code §§9-7-l, 
23-S-23S] 

3.5.1 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the districts of the Circuit Court or for 
presiding judges for the individual districts. 

b. Tht're is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the Circuit Court. TIle 
position of administrator of each district is now 
authorized by a new law and three districts now 
have administrators. The 1979 supplement lists the 
following duties for the newly authorized posi­
tions: 

(1) Perform all nonjudicial tasks of the 
court. 

(2) Maintain all statistical reports. 
(3) Serve as liaison with the g~neral public 

and members 0 f the bar. 
(4) Coordinate and assist the cl~rks of the 

districts with regard to judicial duties. 
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(S) Provide general administrative support 
for all the judges and chancellors of the district. 

(6) Perform other duties assigned by the 
judges. 

c. Circuit Court clerks are elected in county 
elections. There are no formal provisions for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerks. The 
clerk is responsible for keeping records of all 
cases, a list of sureties on bonds, and a record 
of all pardons given for convictions within the 
county. He exercises supervision over his own 
office employees. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §168; Code §§9-7-l27, 9-7-137, 
9-7-139; Code §§9-l7-l, 9-17-3 (1979 
supplement); Executive Director, Judicial 
Council] 

3.6.1 Rule-making. Each Circuit Court can estab­
lish its own procedural rules and orders, provided 
they are consistent with the law. In addition, 
Circuit Courts can establish their own administra­
tive procedures. 

[Code §9-l-29] 

3.1.2 CHANCERY COURT. Court m6st be held in each 
county of the state at least twice a year. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §164; Code §9-S-3] 
3.2.2 Organization. The state has been divided 
into 20 districts, each of which contains from one 
to eight counties. In those counties where a 
~amily Court or a County Court has not been estab­
lished, the Chancery Court has a Youth Court Divi­
sion. 

[Code §§9-5-5 to 9-S-55, 43-21-107] 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. Th~ Chancery Court exercises original juris­
diction in the following: all matters in equity; 
divorce and alimony; probate; juvenile matters; 
mental competency cases; and controversies involv­
ing real estate titles. It has concurrent juris­
diction with the Circuit Court in matters relating 
to the bonds of fiduciaries and public officers for 
failure to account for money or property and in 
matters relating to mutual accounts. It also has 
concurrent jurisdiction with the County Court in 
equity cases involving less than $10,000 and with 
the Circuit, County, and Family Courts in bastardy 
matters. In addition, the court has jurisdiction 
in all cases transferred to it by the Circuit 
Court, remanded to it by the Supreme Court, or as 
otherwise provided for by law. Chancellors have 
the same authority as Circuit Court judges to issue 
extraordinary writs. The Youth Court Division has 
exclusive jurisdiction in all proceedings concern­
ing any delinquent, neglected, or battered child. 

b. The Chancery Court has jurisdiction over 
appeals from the following sources: Equity and 
Youth Divisions of the County Courts; Boards of 
Supervisors and municipal authorities in cases 
involving the issuance and sale of bonds; Family 
Courts, where they exist; and certain state agen­
cies, as specified in the statutes. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §161; Code §§9-l-l9, 9-S-81, 
9-9-21, 11-5l-7S, 11-51-79, 31-13-5 to 31-13-7, 
43-21-7, 43-21-51, 43-23-49, 93-9-lS; Courts 
Strategy, Vol. 3, pp. 3-30 to 3-33, 4-~ 
4-30] 

3.4.2 Judges (Chancellors) (35) 
a. The Chancery Court does not have a chief 

judge over all the Courts or presiding judges for 
the individual districts. 

b. Chancellors must be at least 26 years old 
and must have been practicing attorneys and state 
residents for at least 5 years. 



c. Chancellors are elected to 4-year terms on 
partisan ballots in county elections. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §§153, 15qj Code §§9-5-1, 
25-5-235] 

3.1.2 Administration 
d. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the districts of the Chancery Court or for 
i)rl.'siding judses for the individual districts. 

b. There is nu pruvision fur an administrator 
over all the districts of the Chancery Court. 
AJ~lnistraturs for the districts are now authorized 
by d new law. Reference Section 3.5.1. 

l'. Chancery Court clerks are elected by the 
voters of their respective counties. There are no 
for~~l provisions for assigning administrative 
Juties tu the clerks. They exercise supervision 
aver their uwn office employees and have respon­
sibilities as determined by their respective 
c'Jurts. 

[Canst., Art. 6, §168j Code §9-17-1 (1979 Sup­
plement); Executive Director, Judicial Council] 

3.h.2 Rule-making. Each Chancery Court can estab-
1 ist, its own rules ,lnd adminis t ra tl ve procedures, 
pruvided they are consistent with the law. 

[C'odl.' §9-l-29] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 CU~STY CO~RT. If there is only one Circuit 
Court district in the county, the term begins on 
thl.' sec.md ~londay of each moneh. If there is more 
than one district in the county, the court must sit 
once in each district every month. Although Jones, 
Hinds, ~llivar, and Harrison Counties have two 
circuit districts within their borders, the court 
is alluwed to alternate, sitting one month in one 
district, and the next month in the other district. 

[Celd<, §9-9-19] 
4.2.1 Organization. Sixteen of the state's 82 
counties have County Courts. A County Court can 
be established by the county's Board of Supervisors 
if the county meets certain statutory requirements. 
Although two or more counties may be served by a 
single court if the action is approved by the 
Boards of Supervisors, there are no joint County 
C0urt~ at the present time. The County Court has 
a Law Division and an Equity Division. Every 
County Court, except the one in Harrison County, 
must have a Youth Court Division. 

[Code §§9-9-1, 9-9-3, 43-21-3, 43-21-7; Courts 
Strategy, Vol. 4, p. 5-3j Executive Director, 
Judicial Cuuncil] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
3. The County Court has criminal jurisdiction 

uver all mlsdem~anor cases and it conducts prelimi­
nary hearings in felony cases. The court alsu has 
jurisdictiun in all civil and criminal cases, ex­
cluding capital offenses, which might be transfer­
red tu it by the Circuit Court. All civil and 
cri~indl ~atters that Cdn be heard in the Justice 
Court ,'an alsu be heard in the County Court. Ju­
risdictiun is alsu shared with Circuit and 
Chancery evurlS in all civil cases involving less 
Lhan $10,U00 dnd in all bastardy matters. The Law 
DivisilJn ha:idles those matters that would other­
wise be within the jurisdiction of the Circuit 
Court; the Equity DivisJon handles those matters 
tll'it would otherwise bt· within the jurisdiction of 
the Chancery Court. The County Court has exclu­
sivl.! j'lrisdietion in cases involving eminent do­
main, p.rtition of personel property, and unlawful 
entry ~nJ detainer. In the 16 counties that have 
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County Courts, the Youth Court Division of the 
County Court has exclusive jurisdiction in all 
juvenile matters, except in Harrison County where 
the Youth Court Division is a part of the Family 
Court. 

b. The County Court hears appeals from deci­
sions of the Justice and Municipal Courts within 
the county. 

[Code §§9-9-21, 9-9-27, 11-51-81, 43-21-3, 
43-21-7, 43-23-55, 93-9-15j Executive Director, 
Judicial Council] 

4.4.1 Judges (13 full-time and 7 part-time judges) 
a. The County Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. County Court judges must be at least 25 

years old, must be practicing lawyers, and must 
have been state citizens for 5 years. 

c. County Court judges are elected on partisan 
ballots in county elections. 

[Code §9-9-5j 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. There are no prOVisions for presiding judges 
for the County Court. 

b. The pOSition of administrator has been 
authorized by a new law. Reference Section 3.5.1. 

c. The elected clerks of the Circuit Court also 
serve as the County Court clerks. There are no 
formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerks. 

[Code §9-9-29j Code §9-17-1 (1979 Supplement)] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Each County Court can establish 
its own rules and administrative pro~edures, pro­
vided Lhey are consistent with the law. 

[Code §9-1-29] 

4.1. 2 FAHILY COURT. The Family Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[Executive Director, Judicial Council] 
4.2.2 Organization. A Family Court can be estab­
lished in those counties that meet certain statu­
tory requirements. At the present time, only 
Harrison County (Gulfport) has established a Family 
Court. The Family Court has a Youth Division. 

[Code §43-21-107, 43-23-lj Courts of Limited 
Jurisdiction: A National Survey, p. 206] 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Family Court has exclusive jurisdiction 

over adults charged with contributing to the neg­
lect or delinquency of a juvenile. It has concur­
rent jurisdiction with Circuit, Chancery, and 
County Courts in bastardy matters. The Youth Court 
Division has exclusive jurisdiction over delin­
quent, n~glected, or battered children. 

b. The Family Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tion. 

[Code §§43-23-5, 43-23-23, ~3-23-25, 93-9-15j 
Code §§43-21-10S, 43-21-107, 93-9-15 (1979 
Supplement)] 

4.4.2 Judges (1) 
a. The Family Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. Family Court judges must be at least 25 

years old, must be practicing lawyers, and must 
have been state citizens for 5 years. 

c. Family Court judges are ele~ted for 4-year 
terms on partisan ballots by the voters of their 
respective counties. 

[Code §§43-23-39, 43-23-41] 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. There are no prOVisions fur presiding judges 
for the Family Court. 

b. ~lthough there is no statutory provision for 
an administrator for the Family Court, an adminis­
trator serves the court. 

c. Statutes provide for a Family Court clerk, 
who is appointed by the judge. There are no formal 
provisions for assigning administrative duties to 
the Family Court clerk. He exercises supervision 
over his own office employees and has responsibili­
ties as determined by the court. 

[Code §43-23-~1; Executive Director, Judicial 
Council] 

4.6.2 Rule-mai<i.ng. A Filmily Court can establish 
its own rules and administrat ivl' prLl<,:.'durt's, pro­
vided the ... are consistent I,itll thf> 131'. 

[Cou,: §9-1-:2'J] 

4.:.3 J~STICE CUl'RT. Th Justice Court must hold 
one ur two terms per month. If th~ workload 
demands, the court may sit in continuous session. 

[Code §9-11-1~] 

4.2.3 Organizati<>n. There are fiv,' Justi'~e Court 
distriL,ts in each uf thl.' stat.,'" 8~ (','unt it'~. Each 
district nL1rmally has "nly ,'n,' iudge; h"wevf>r, the 
countv Board of Supl'rvisL)rs is ,1tltilL'ri;:,'d tLI 
increase the numh,'r of judges to tl.lI) ~wr district. 

[Code §9-11-1] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The JustieL Court has concurrl'nt criminal 
jurisdictiL)n with the (:in.'lJit (\'urt ill cases wh,'rt' 
thp punishment Joes lwt t'XL'",'d ;j f In,, and s('nt,'ne,' 
to the Ctllll1t y jail. by,'.:l c,-'n'.titut i.::,nal anlt"ndnll'nt, 
the civil jurisdi.::tion ,)f tht> Just i,'" (\'urt ,>l;IS 
l>nlargl',j in l':l7h by raising ttl<" limit Iln tht' am.lul1t 
in CLlntr,wersy from $::ou l" $~llll. 

b. The Just ice Court has thJ ;IPPl'llatL'iul'i,;dic­
tion. 

[Const., Art. G, §171; Code .9Y-J3-lj 
4.4.3 Judg~s l42U) 

3. The Justice Court do"" n"t hav" pr"'ldinf, 
judges. 
, 'b. Each Just ice Court judg(' must hav,· rt.'su1",j 

in trw cl1unty f,'r at l"ast ~ ~'t'ins and must P,)SSl'SS 
a high sclwol diploma. If he is lwl an att'Jrn,'v, 
he must attend an 18-h0ur ."millar conducled b ... the 
attorn~y gen0ral. 

c. Jl1stice ClHlrt judgf's .:lrv t'}c'ctt,d ttl .'+-vl~~1r 
terms on partisan !)311t-,ts by' tht· v(,)tt'r~~ ('t their 
reSpt_'ctivl? Justice C\)lJrt di~trict~. 

[Const., Art. r., ~171; [",-1,' ~~q-lj-l, '1-Il-'lj 
4.5.3 A,jministr,HI,'n 

3. Th~\rt' 3rt: tl_' provisidtll-' 11'r prt'si,lia~l ius­
t il'f'S f l'r thl' Just i .. 'p t\)urt. 

h. Thl·~rl) ~lt"t' l.h' prpvisil1ns tl1r ,himir;ist r.lt~'rs 
[or thtO Justi(:p C,'urt. Hl'ft'l"t.'lh'l' Sl.~·tll)l1 r:, •• l.b 
(sLat,'-lpvl,1 adlllini st rat, .. 'r). 

c. JUBti~l~ Ctltlrr llldf~t's Illay tll'toJ ~lpPdint L'lt'rks. 
Tlwy hav" rl'sp,"'sihi I it it'S .lS d.'t"llllin"d t,v th"ir 
rpspl'ct iVl~ Ci\Urt~ .• 

[Codp ~'!-11-27 (1'l7 u stlI'pl"tlll'nll] 
4.11.3 RlJlt'-makin~. FactI ,'dUn ,';m <,slolblish lls 
<lIm l'lJl,'~ ;~iiJ-:'j'J;;;inistrativ" pr,)cl'dur,'", l'rovi,!t>d 
th,'v .ln' c,Hlsistenl with th,' Ltw. 

, [Cod.· §'I-1-2lJ] 

4.1.4 NL'NICII'AL (PULICE) ClI!'!(']. 'lilt, HllniLipal ,'r 
Pol iCL' -Lll-Ur~ sits in ('unt inuo-;;s Sl'SSllln. 

[Ex,'cutiv,' Dirt'ct,'r, ,!udil'lal l\lltllL'ilj 
4.'2.40rganizilti,'n. A L','url" is 1t'<Jllll'l'd in all 
tnuniC'ip:;lTtil's i-;;--th., st,ltl'. In citt",; of IlVl'r 
12,000 popuLnlon that .In' not located In l'<lllnties 
not served hy :1 Fdultlv Court "r ,J r;ollnly Court, 
the Hunt,'ipal C,Hlrl "an l'stablilc;il a Youth C'lllrt 
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Division, except where prohibited by law. The 
est.iblishment of this division must be approwd 
by the governing body of the city. 

[Cllde §~2l-23-1, 43-21-3, 43-21-1071 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. Th,~ Municipal Court has jurisdiction ."Vir 

all municipal ordinance violations. It sit, as ~ 
committing court in all felonies committed within 
the municipality and in all state criminal law vi~­
lations committed in the county and outsid" tilt' 
municipal buundaries. The Hunicipal Court ju,l"c 
sits as ex officio Justice Court judge over 311 
cases occurring in the municipality. In cities 
where no Family Court or County Court ",xi st s :In,! ;, 

Youth Court Division is established, the court hao 
exclusive jurisdiction over all proceedings involv­
ing any delinquent, neglected, or battf>red chilJ 
in the county. 

h. The Municipal Court has no appt·llat" iter ,,­
diction. 

[Code §§21-23-7, 43-21-3, 43-21-7, 43-21-1 
4.4.4 Judges (150) 

a. The ~lunicipal Court does not have pr,'si,ij;:' 
judges. 

to. }lunic ipa 1 Court judges, depend ing UP"ll t 
pl1pulation and size L,f the county, must bp quali­
fied vlltL'rs (1; their Cdunt ies and rnil~t rf' ~ t(·,~-·­
n"ys; or J11:'tic,> Court judgps l>lhos,! distri.:t 'i .. , 
in whoI" ,'r in part in tht' muni,; iPill itv' in tii' 
m:1y,:r L'r mdy~Jr pro temport". 

c. }lunicipal Court judhes are apP"int,·.j 'J" fl" 

g"\"'rnin~ hodv of th,> municipal it;. If d .,.j., 

not appointt'd, the mayor or mayor pru r~~porl' 
sl.'rves 3S ex officio judge. The jtld~p's tprrn 1-

locally determined. 
[Cod<, §~~1-23-3, 2l-23-5J 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. Ther~ are no pruvisions for prl<sidini .1 11 ':'0 1 '" 

for the ~~nicipal Court. 
b. There art:' no prl)vibi0n~ for admiTli~t Lir '!'~ 

for th,' :-lunicipal Court. R,'ft!rel~Ct' S",('ti,':1 '._." 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks of the municipalities Sl'rve ii.' ~h"li­
cipal C"llrt cl,'rks, unless otht'rI>lis. dd,l'nll:1t'.j :''( 

ttl<' local g,wL'rning body. Tlwrt, art' I],' 1.)tTi.ll : :.'-' 
visions [01- assigning administrativ" duli,'>' 'e" ri" 
clt'rks. Th,'y have responsibiIiti,'s a., ,j.~. nltn," 
by thl~ir rt1Spt1ctiVt i courts. 

[(,)d,' §~l-~l-ilj 
-+.h.4 Rul,,-making. Fach Huniclpal C,lurt .d" '. 

lish prtlc,'dural and administrativ,' rul,'s '1." 

,','nf I iet with tilt' law. 
lendl' §9-l-:'9J 

Stat,'-L,'v,'1 Adtninistrdti,)n 

).1 (;"IW!',J! ;dministrative autllt1rity. N"lthvr rid' 
Chil,f JustiCtl tHlr tlH~ SUrrl'mt~ Court pi.)~';;'t·~;~t· . ...; ..;~,tt .... 

utllry or constitu~il1n,ll administrative 3uth.,!,!t.,' 
llV,'r lb,' ,'nt in' court syst'°tll. Ttw Chi,'[ .Ju·,t i .. 
app"ints Circllit ,'r Chanct'lior ('ourt ,iud,.", tel ;; 
"l"L'ti"n contt'sts or complaints and apPl,il,ts ,'th 

jud~~t\ l)f ;) court of rl~C0rd tl) $I?rvp 1)\1 thl' Jnd I Ltl 

Council (rpfert'ncl' Table 29; Judicial coun~il~ 
ClHlfpl"Ll [1('t;1S). The EXt1clItivp A~sist':lnt ll: t 

prt'llIt' Court ,1ml thl' tri:ll court admini,;t rJt '! 

th,' end and 19th Districts "f titt' ,'ire'll! '., 
administrativl' ,'lIIL'prs It'ho St'rv,' ,'111 ... tll"ll 
I.~\.'tlrts. I~t·lt.lrlln('l' St~('ti\)n 1.1.a. 

Tht l Judicial Council, .:ill 'ldvis .. 'ry ~",.',l> t'..;t .1', ~ 
lisllt'd hv lit" 1')77 lqdsLlturt', is ;IS,.il'.l1'·" tr;, 
ll1 11o\.,ing dutit'S: studv lldminist rat i\~t> ~q"I.·J,.'t',:';r\ 



Figure 2: Mississippi state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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in all courts on a continual basis; receive criti­
cism and suggestions about the courts; study and 
make recommendations on judicial districting; apply 
for grants and other assistance; collect data and 
coordinate studies for the improvement of adminis­
tration; and make recommendations and file an 
annual report to the Supreme Court and the legis­
lature. The Judicial Council was not reenacted by 
the 1980 legislature; therefore, it stands repealed 
June 30, 1980. 

[Code §23-3-47; 1977 Mississippi Legislature 
Senate Bill No. 2530; Executive Director, 
Judicial CouncilJ 

5.2 Administrative office of the courts. There is 
no administrative office of the courts in Missis­
sippi, however, there is an Executive Assistant 
who assists the Chief Justice in court management 
functions. (Reference Section 5.1). 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 CHANCERY COURT 
6.2.1 Haster 

a. The Chancery Court may appoint two or more 
persons in each county to be masters of the court. 
They serve at the chancellor's pleasure. Qualifi­
cations are determined by each case. 

b. Nasters may administer oaths, subpoena and 
examine Witnesses, examine and report upon all 
referred matters, and execute all decrees directed 
to them. In certain counties, masters may conduct 
original hearings. Their findings are approved or 
disapproved by the chancellor. 

[Code §§9-5-241, 9-5-243, 9-5-245, 25-7-35; 
Executive Director, Judicial CouncilJ 

6.1.2 CHANCERY COURT 
6.2.2 Special commissioner 

a. The Chancery Court can appoint a special 
commissioner in any particular case. Qualifica­
tions are determined in each case. 

b. There are no statutory provisions relating 
to assignment or duties of a commissioner. In 
practice, they perform duties similar to those per­
formed by masters. 

[Code §9-5-251; Executive Director, Judicial 
CouncilJ 

6.1.3 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.3 Referee 

a. In cases ~iliere matters of account are in 
controversy, the court may, on the application of 
either party, appoint up to three persons to act 
as referees. Qualifications are determined in each 
case. 

b. Referees may administer oaths and issue 
subpoenas for witnesses. Their report becomes 
final upon approval of the court. 

[Code §§11-7-139, 11-7-141, 11-7-143; Executive 
Director, Judicial CouncilJ 
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6.1.4 CIRCUIT COURT AND CHANCERY COURT 
6.2.4 Arbitrator 

a. All persons, except infants and persons of 
unsound mind, may submit a controversy to one or 
more arbitrators, with the court making final judg­
ment. Arbitrators must be disinterested persons. 

b. Arbitrators decide the issues in the contro­
versy submitted. 

[Code §§11-l5-l, 11-15-3, 11-15-11, 11-15-21, 
11-15-29, ll-l5-3lJ 

6.1.5 FAMILY COURT 
6.2.5 Referee 

a. The judge may appoint a person, trained in 
the law, to serve as a referee at the judge's 
pleasure. 

b. The referee may hear a case and make recom­
mendations to the judge, who makes the final 
determination. 

[Code §43-23-27J 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Nississippi Commission on Judicial Performance. 
The commission is composed of one Circuit Court 
judge, appointed by the Conference of Circuit 
Judges; one chancellor, appointed by the Conference 
of Chancellors; one County Court judge, appointed 
by the Conference vf County Judges; one Justice 
Court judge, appointed by the Justice Court 
Officers Association; two lay members, appointed 
by the Judicial Council; and one attorney who has 
practiced law in the state for at least 10 years, 
appointed by the bar association. Reference Table 
29: Judicial councils and conferences. 

[Const., Art. 6, §177A (1979 supplement)J 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The com­
mission has the authority to recommend to the Su­
preme Court the removal, retirement, suspension, 
censure, or reprimand of any justice or judge for 
any of several delineated grounds. All proceedings 
of the commission are confidential, except upon 
unanimous vote of the commission. After a recom­
mendation of removal or public reprimand is filed 
with the clerk of the Supreme Court, the charges 
and recommendations of the commission are made pub­
lic. The commission ,may, with 213 of its members 
concurring, recommend the temporary suspension of 
any justice or judge against ~hom formal charges 
are pending. 

When a justice of the Supreme Court is investi­
gated, the recommendation of the Commission on 
Judicial Performance is determined by the tribunal 
of seven judges, selected by lot from a Hst con­
sisting of all Circuit Court and Chancery Court 
judges, at a public dralo,1ng by the Secr'eti<ry of 
State. The vote of the tribunal is by secret hal­
lot. 

[Const., Art. 6, §177A (1979 supplement)J 

----------------
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Figure 1: Missouri court system, 1980 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 

CIRCUIT COURT 
131 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All civil matters. 
- All criminal cases: 

felony and misde­
meanor matters. 

- Juvenile matters. 
Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

cases involving constitution, treaty, 
or statute, revenue laws, title of any 
state office, death penalty or life 
imprisorunent. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
30 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction not exclusively 

designated in SupremE' Court. 

ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT DIVISION 
169 associate judges (assoc­

iate circuit judges 
can serve as municipal 
and probate judges). 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. 

Small clair.1s. 
- Misdemeanors, prelimlrtary 

hearings, municipal ordi­
nance violations in tlUnici­
pality wi th population 
over 400,000 and where a 
municipal judge is nat 
provided. 

- Traffic cases. 
No jury trials. 

PROBAtE OlVl stoN 
(Certain circuit judges 
serve as probate judges. 
Associate judges can also 
serve as probate judges.) 
Jurisdict ion: 
- Exclusive original 

jurisdiction over all 
probate and mental 
comnitment matters. 

t Indicates rO:Jte of appeal. 
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(Associate circuit 
judges and municipal 
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Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdic­
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MISSOURI 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. Sessions are held in Jefferson 
City at times fixed by the court. 

[Constitution, Article 5, Section 2] 
1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court may sit en 
banc or in divisions of at least three judges, as 
the court determines. A majority uf a division 
constitutes a quorum with all orders, judgments, 
and decrees having the force and effect of the 
court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §7] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court may issue and determine 
original remedial writs. It has the responsibility 
for resolving disputes between the Governor and the 
Disability Board regarding the inability of the 
Governor to discharge the power and duties of his 
office. The Supreme Court has the duty to try 
impeachments. The court also has control over bar 
admissions. 

b. The Supreme Court has exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction in all cases involving the following: 

(1) The validity of a treaty or statute of 
the United States, or a statute or provision of the 
Constitution of Missouri. 

(2) The construction of the revenue laws of 
the state. 

(3) The title to any state office. 
(4) All appeals involving offenses punish­

able by a sentence of death or life imprisonment. 
The Supreme Court may finally determine all 

causes coming to it from the Court of Appeals, 
whether by certification, transfer, or certiorari, 
the same as an original appeal. A cause in the 
Supreme Court is transferred to the court en bane 
when the members of a division are equally divided 
in opinion, or when the division so orders, or on 
application of the losing party when a member of 
the division dissents from the opinion therein, or 
pursuant to Supreme Court rule. 

[Const., Art. 4, §ll(b), Art. 5, §§4, 9, 10, 
Art. 7, §2; Vernon's Annotated Missouri 
Statutes (hereinafter V.A.M.S.) Sections 
106.030, 484.040; State Courts Administrator] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is selected through a 

court rotation system. He serves a 2-year term. 
Each division of the court also selects a presiding 
judge for a 2-year tenn. 

b. Supreme Court justices must have been citi­
zens of the United States for at least 15 years, 
must have been qualified voters of the state for 9 
years preceding their election, must be at least 
30 years of age, and must be licensed to practice 
law in Missouri. 

c. IVhenever a vacancy occurs, the Governor 
fills the vacancy by appointing one of three quali­
fied persons whose names are submitted by a non­
partisan Judicial Commission (reference Table 12: 
Characteristics of judicial nominating commissions). 
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If the Governor fails to appoint any of the nomi­
nees within 60 days after the list was submitted, 
the Judicial Commission appoints one of the nomi­
nees to fill the vacancy. After appointment, jus­
tices serve until December 31 following the next 
general election after the expiration of 12 months 
in office. Late in their initial term, justices 
must face a retention election. Those retained 
then serve l2-year terms. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§8, 19, 21, 25(a), 25(c)(l); 
Missouri Supreme Court Rule (hereinafter S.C. 
Rule) 82.01] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice exercises administration 

and supervision over the entire court system 
through the State Courts Administrator, the chief 
judges of the Court of Appeals, Circuit Court pre­
siding judges, and trial court administrators. 
Reference Section 5.1 (General administrative 
authority). The Chief Justice must perform duties 
prescribed by the Supreme Court. Supreme Court 
Rule 1.01 makes the Chief Justice the administra­
tive officer of the court. The Chief Justice can 
appoint a member of the court to serve in his place 
on the Executive Council of the Judicial Conference 
(reference Table 2~: Judicial councils and confer­
ences). The presiding judge of each division of 
the court is the administrative officer of the 
division. 

b. The Supreme Court appoints a State Courts 
Administrator and other staff to aid in the admin­
istration of the courts. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The Supreme Court appoints a clerk and other 
staff to aid in the administration of the business 
of the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§4(2), 8; V.A.M.S. §§476.340, 
477.005; S.C. Rule 82.01] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may establish 
rules relating to practice, procedure, and pleading 
for all courts and administrative tribunals. These 
rules have the force and effect of law. The Supreme 
Court has general superintending control over 
all courts and tribunals in its jurisdiction. The 
Court may make temporary transfers of judicial per­
sonnel from one court or district to another as the 
administration of justice requires, and may estab­
lish rules with respect to these transfers. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§ 4(Amendment), 5, 6] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The court sits in St. Louis, 
Kansas City, and Springfield for the following 
terms: St. Louis--one term per year starting in 
September; Kansas City--terms beginning in January, 
May, and September; and Springfield--continuous 
session. 

[Hissouri Court of Appeals Special Rules, Rules 
1.01, Rule V, and Rule 1] 



2.2 Organi 4ation .. The Court of Appeals is composed 
0: th ~ee geographlca lly decermined dis tric t s. Any 
d7strlct of the Court of Appeals may sit in divi­
~luns of at least three judges, as the district's 
judge~ may determine. A majority of a division 
constltutes a quorum, and all orders, judgmenta, 
and decrees have the force and effect of those of 
the court. 

r Cons t " Art. 5, § 7 ] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals may issue and determine 
original remedial writs. 

, ,b. , Th 7 Co~rt of Appeals has general appellate 
jurlsdlctlon ln all cases exc~pt those within the 
exclusiv7 jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Cases 
pendlng ln the Court of Appeals are transferred to 
the Supreme Court when any participating judge 
dlssents from the majority opinion and certifies 
that he deems the opinion to be contrary to any 
~revious decision of the Supreme Court or of the 
court of Appeals, or any district of the Court of 
Appeals. Cases pending in the Court of Appeals may 
be,tr~nsferred to the Supreme Court by order of the 
ma~Orlty of the judges of the participating'dis­
trlct of the Court of Appeals, after opinion or 
~y order of the Supreme Court before or afte~ opin­
lon becaus 7 of, the general interest or importance 
of a questlon 7n~01ved in the case, or for the pur­
pose of reexamlnlng the existing law, or pursuant 
co Supreme Court rule. 

[~o~st., Art. 5, §§3, 4, 10; State Courts Ad':" 
ministrator] 

2.4 JudgeR (30) 

a. Th'~re ~s no prOV1SIon for a chief judge over 
all t~e dlstrlcts of the Court of Appeals. Each 
dlstrict of the Court of Appeals selects a chief 
judge from ~mong its members. The chief judges 
serve 2-year terms, 

~',cou~t of Appeals judges must meet the same 
quallflca~lons as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Sec~lon. 1.4.b. They must also be residents 
of the dlstr1cts that they serve. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are selected in the 
:ame.manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
jUstlces. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§8, 21; State Courts Adminis­
trator] 

2.5 Administration 

. a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 
judge over all the districts of the Court of Ap­
peals, the chief judges of the individual districts 
perform duties prescribed by their respective 
courts. The chief judge of each district must sub­
mit reports on the court to the Judicial Confer­
ence. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c .. Each distri~t of the Court of Appeals is 
auth~r~zed to appolnt a clerk. There are no formal 
prOVISlons for assigning administrative duties to 
the,c~erk. ,He has supervisory duties in aiding the 
admln1stratlon of the Court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §8; V.A.M.S. §§476.350, 
477.005;.State Courts Administrator] 

~.6 Rule-m~klng. Procedural rule-making authority 
lS solely I~ the power of the Supreme Court. Ref­
e~ence Sectlon 1.6. The Court of Appeals is au tho­
:Iz~d,to mak~ rules go~erning the administration of 
jUd1Clal bUSIness conslstent with the rules of the 
~upreme Court, the constitution, or statutory law 
1n force. The Court of Appeals has general super-
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in~ending control over all trial courts and 
trlbunals in its jurisdiction. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§4 (Amend.) 5' State 
Administrator] , , Courts 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[V.A.M.S. §478.205] 
3:2 O~ganization. The state is divided into 43 
c7rcults. Each circuit consists of three divi­
SlOnS: ,t~e Associate Circuit, Probate, and Munici­
pal D:vls 7ons . In each circuit there is at least 
one ~lrcult Court judge. Where there is more than 
o~e,j~dge, the court can sit in general term or in 
dlvlsl~ns. The number of judges in each circuit is 
determl~ed by law. One resident associate judge 
serve~ 1n ~ach county, and each county has as many 
assoclate judges as provided by law. 

[V.A.M.S. §478.073 to §478.l83' State Courts 
Administrator] , 

3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Circuit Court has original jurisdiction 
over all cases and matters, criminal and civil. 

, The Associate Circuit Division hears civil 
actl~n~ under $5,000, small claims, misdemeanors, 
pre~lmlnary,hear~ngs in felony cases, municipal 
0~d1nance vIolatlon~ in municipalities with popula­
tlon ~ver 400,000 wlth no municipal judge, and 
trafflc cases. 

, , , Th 7 Probate Division has exclusive original 
jurlsdlctlon over all probate and mental health 
matters. 

, , The Mun~cipal ~ivision has exclusive juris­
dictlon over Clty ordInance violations. 

, b. The Circuit Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tlon. 

[Const., Art. 5, §14] 
3.4 Judges (300: 131 Circuit Court judges and 169 
associate Cir:uit Court judges) 

a. Th7re :s no provision for a chief judge over 
all th7 C1rcults of the Circuit Court. The Circuit 
Court jud~es and associ~te judges select from their 
n~mbe~ a judge to serve as presiding judge in that 
Clrcult for a term of 2 years. 

b. Circuit Court judges must have been citi4ens 
of the United States for at least 10 years must 
have b7en qua~ified voters of the state fo~ 3 years 
precedIng thelr election, must be not less than 30 
years of age, must have been residents of the cir­
cuit ~or at 17ast, I yea~, and must be licensed to 
~ractice law 1n Mlssourl. Associate Circuit Court 
Judges must be qualified voters of the state and 
residents of the county, must be at least 25 years 
of age, and must be licensed to practice law in 
the state. 

c. Circuit Court judges are electen to 6-year 
terms at general elections by the voters within the 
geographic jurisdictional limit. Associate judges 
are flected to 4-year terms. 

[Const., Art. 5, §§19, 21, 25(c)(I); V.A.M.S. 
§478.010; State Courts Administrator] 

3.5 Administration 

, a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 
judge ov7r,all,the circuits of the Circuit Court, 
the,p~esIdl~g Judge of each circuit has general 
admlnistratlve au~h~ritY,over all judicial person­
nel an~ court offl~lals 1n the circuit inclUding 
authorlty ~o reasslgn personnel within the circuit 
a~d a~thorlty to assign Circuit Court and associat~ 
Clrcult Court judges to hear particular cases. 

.," 

b. There is no prOVlSlon for an administrator 
over all the circuits of the Circuit Court. The 
16th, 21st, and 22nd Judicial Circuits, however, 
are authori4ed to have court administrators ap­
pointed by the judges of their circuits. In the 
16th Judicial Circuit, the administrator is respon­
sible for administering management services, bud­
get, personnel, service of process, and computer 
services. In the 21st Judicial Circuit no duties 
are defined. In the 22nd Judicial Circuit the 
administrator is to assist in the administration 
of the court. 

c. Clerks are elected in every county and the 
city of St. Louis. There are no formal provisions 
for assigning administrative duties to the clerk. 
He has supervisory duties in aiding the administra­
tion of the court. 

[V.A.M.S. §483.015; Jackson County Charter; 
Article 4.430 of the St. Louis County Charter; 
Order of general term of 22nd Circuit Court; 
Revised Statutes of Missouri 478.240(2); State 
Court Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.0 There are no courts of limited or special ju­
risdiction in Missouri. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is the chief administrative officer of the 
judicial system and supervises the administration 
of all courts in the state. Reference Section 
1. 5.a. 

[Const., Art. 5, §8j 
5.2 Office of the State Courts Administrator 

a. The Office of the State Courts Administrator 
is authorized by the constitution and Supreme Court 
rule. 

b. State Courts Administrator 
(1) Article 5, Section 4 of the Missouri 

Constitution authori4es the Supreme Court to 
appoint an administrator to aid in the administra­
tion of the courts. 

(2) The State Courts Administrator is ap­
pointed by the court to serve at its pleasure. 
There are no statutory or constitutional qualifica­
tions for the position of State Courts Administra­
tor, 

(3) The State Courts Administrator has the 
following responsibilities: 

(a) Conduct training sessions for 
judges, law clerks, court reporters, and clerks. 

(b) Develop and maintain a state-wide 
electronic data processing system to collect data 
on the operation of the various courts in the 
state and to aid in court management. 

(c) Transfer judges from une Court to 
another as needed. 

(d) Develop and implement a new 
record-keeping system in the Circuit Court. 

(e) Conduct studies on topics of 
interest to the court and make recommendations 
thereon. 

(f) Process payroll and maintain 
retirement records for Circuit Court judges, court 
reporters, and juvenile officers. 

(g) Provide the staff to administer 
the public defender program. 

(h) Provide staff services to the 
Jud icial PI anning Conuni t tee. The Judicial Planning 
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Committee is made up of the Chief Justice, a jus­
tice of the Supreme Court, a Circuit Court judge, 
an associate Circuit Court judge, a Municipal Court 
judge, a state senator, the attorney general's 
office, a law professor, a public defender, a pros­
ecuting attorney, and a citi4en. The State Courts 
Administrator serves as secretary. The committee's 
functions include the following: establishing 
priorities for improvement of the courts; defining, 
developing, and coordinating programs and projects 
for improvement of the courts; and developing a 
state courts plan in accordance with the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 and the 
Justice System Improvement Act of 1979. Staff 
services are also provided to other state commit­
tees. They: 

(i) Assist the Supreme Court in imple­
menting the Court Reform and Revision Act of 1978. 

(j) Prepare statistical analyses and 
reports and transmit them to the courts. 

(k) Prepare and submit budget estimates 
of state appropriations for the maintenance and op­
eration of the judicial system. 

(1) Examine state of the dockets of the 
courts and determine need for assistance. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the 
State Courts Administrator consists of 51 people: 
28.5 professionals (including the State Courts 
Administrator) and 22.5 clerical personnel. The 
staff provides support services in the following 
areas: systems analysis, programming, computer 
operations, records management, forms development, 
field representation, system programming, and 
liaison formating; court reporting, court coordi­
nation, facilities management, public defender 
services, committee staffing, and other court ser­
vices; payroll, accounting, auditing, budgeting, 
purchasing, and grants; education, training, li­
brary, publications, and judicial and Court liai­
son; personnel systems and office management; 
legislative, executive, public, and media informa­
tion, legislative liaison, executive liaison, and 
special assignments usually relating to public in­
formation; and planning and research activities, 
which include statistical analysis, legal services, 
legislative drafting, grants development, and re­
port preparation. 

[Const., Art. 5, §4; Missouri Suprem2 Court 
Rule 82.03; State Courts Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 SUPREME COURT 
6.2 Commissioner 

a. Effective January 1, 1972 the law creating 
the position of commissioner was repealed. Conunis­
sioners holding office on this date shall continue 
to hold office as commissioners of the court until 
the end of their terms, and shall be eligible for 
reappointment thereafter from term to term under 
existing law until retirement, death, resignation 
or removal for cause. Currently, there are only 
two commissioners serving the Supreme Court. Com­
missioners serve 4-year terms. 

b. A commissioner may be assigned by the 
Supreme Court as a senior judge to any court in 
the state or as a special commissioner. When 
serving as a senior judge he shall have the same 
powers as an active judge. 

[Const. Art. 5 §27(ll)] 

Judicial Discipline 
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7.1 Commission on Retirement, Removal, and Disci­
pline of Judges. The commission is composed of two 
nonlawyer citizens appointed by the Governor, two 
lawyers appointed by the governing body of the 
Missouri Bar, one judge of the Court of Appeals 
selected by a majority of the judges of the Court 
of Appeals, and one judge of the Circuit Court 
selected by a majority of the circuit judges of the 
state. 

[Const., Art. 5, §24] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Judges 
are disciplined and removed by the Supreme Court 
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sitting en bane after concurring with the recommen­
d~tion of the Commission on Retirement, Removal, 
and Discipline of Judges. The commission receives 
and investigates all complaints concerning miscon­
duct of judges and magistrates. It is required 'to 
give notice to the person being investigated and 
hold a hearing. When there is a recommendation by 
an affirmative vote of at least four of the six 
members of the commission and the Supreme Court 
sitting en banc concurs, the offending judge must 
be removed, retired, suspended, or disciplined by 
the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. 5, §24] 

__________________ --..l...,\, ___ -"""--~_~~ ______ ~,~~ _____ , 
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Figure 1 : Montana court system, 1980 
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Court of Ldst Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court meets at Helena, the 
seat of state government, for four terms per year. 
Special terms of court may be called as needed. 

[Revised Code of Montana (hereinafter R.C.M.), 
1947, Section 93-211, Replacement Volume 7) 

1.2 Organization. The S~preme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdi~tion 

a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 
to issue, hear, and determine writs of habeas cor­
pus and other writs as provided by law. By stat­
ute, the Supreme Court is authorized to issue 
extraordinary writs of mandamus, certiorari, pro­
hibition, and all other ne~essary writs. 

b. The appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court extends to all cases at law and in equity. 

[Constitution, Article VII, Section 2; R.C.M. 
§§93-214, 93-215] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is elected by the voters 

in the general state election and serves an 8-year 
term. 

b. Supreme Court justices Must have been resi­
dents of the state for 2 years prior to taking of­
fice and must have been admitted to the practice 
of law for at lenst 5 years prior to appointment 
or election. 

c. Supreme Court Justices are elected by the 
voters in thp ~eneral state election. If incumbent 
justices are unopposed, they are subject to reten­
tion elections. All Supreme Court justices serve 
8-year terms after election. When a vacancy oc­
curs, nominees, selected by the Governor and con­
firmed by the Senate, serve until the next general 
election. 

[Const., Art. VII, §§6, 7, 8, 9; R.C.M. 
§93-702, 93-714; State Court Systems Revised, 
p. 32) 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Supreme Court has general supervisory 

control over all other courts. It exercises admin­
istration and supervision over the entire court 
system through the Chief Justice, the State Court 
Administrator, and trial court judges and clerks. 
Reference Section 5.1 (General administrative 
authority). The Chief Justice has responsibility 
for temporary assignment of judges and control of 
the calendar for the Supreme Court. There are no 
formal provisions for assigning any appointive 
powers to the Chief Justice. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) . 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is elected 
by the voters of the state and serves a 6-year 
term. There are no formal provisions for assigning 
admini~trative duties to the clerk. 

[Const., Art. VII, §§2, 6; R.C.M. §§82-501, 
93-211] 
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1.6 Rule-maki~. The Supreme Court may make rules 
governing appellate procedure and practice, and 
procedure for all courts, subject to disapproval 
by the legislature. The court may prescribe admin­
istrative procedure by either rule of order. Each 
court may promulgate rules for the administration 
of the business of the court. 

[Const., Art. VII, §2; R.C.M. §93-502) 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Hontana. 

Court of General Ju~isdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. In districts that are madE~ up 
of only one county, the court sits in continuous 
session. In the districts that comprise more than 
one county, terms must be held in each county at 
least four times a year. 

[R.C.M. §93-315) 
3.2 Organhation. There are 19 ~jud'~cial districts 
in the state, each with a statutorily-designated 
number of judges (from 1 to 4). Eleveil districts 
have only one judge presiding in the District 
Court. A Small Claims Division may be'fcreated in 
each court by a resolution of the Board, of County 
Commissioners (the county f s governing bO\l{d) af ter 
consultation with the District Court judges. 

[R.C.M. §§93-30l, 93-302, 93-323] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has statewide jurisdic­
tion in all felony cases. It has jurisdiction in 
misdemeanors that have not been assigned to a court 
of limited jurisdiction. The District Cnurt has 
statewide jurisdiction in all civil cases. The 
Small Claims Division has civil jurisdiction in 
matters where the amcunt in dispute is $1,500 or 
less. TIle District Court issues all necessary 
writs, has the power of naturalization, and has 
additional jurisdiction as delegated by state law. 

b. The District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over courts of limited jurisdiction in the 
form of trials de novo unless otherwise provided 
by la\~. 

[Const., Art. VII §4; R.C.M. §§93-3l8, 93-323] 
3.4 Judges .(}_2). The number of judges in each dis­
trint is specified by statute and ranges from one 
to four. 

a. The District Courts do not have a chief 
judge over all the districts or presiding jud~es 

for the individual districts. 
b. District Court judges must hHve been resi­

dents of the state for at least 2 years immediately 
prior to taking office, and must have been members 
of the Hontana Bar for Ht least 5 years. Aftet' 
taking office, a judge must reside within his judi­
cial district. The judge of the Small Claims Di­
vision of the District Court must be admitted to 



the state bar, but is not required to have a spe­
cific number of years of law experience. 

c. District Court judges are elected to 6-year 
t~rms by the voters of their respective districts. 
The judges may serve successive terms. If incum­
h~nt judges Fre unopposed, they are subject to re­
tention elections. Judges of the Small Claims Di­
vision are aprointed by the judges of the judicial 
district and serve at the pleasure of the appoint­
lng judges. 

[Canst., Art. VII, §7, 8, 9; Montana Code 
Annotated (hereinafter M. -.A.) Section 
3-5-201; R.C.M. §§93-302, 93-325, 93-702J 

).5 Administration 
3. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

"vcr all the districts or for presiding judgE's for 
thp individual districts. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
OVer all the districts or for administrators for 
the individual districts. Reference Section S.2.b 
\titate-Ievel administrator). 

c. Clerks are elected in the districts by the 
voters. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative duties to the clerks. 

[Const., Art. XI, §3J 
).6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

(ourts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT. The Justice of 
~he Peace Court sit~ in continuous session. 

[R.C.M. §93-402j 
4.2.1 Organization. Each county of the state must 
have at least one Justice of the Peace Court, lo­
cated at the county seat. The Board of County 
Commissioners in each county has the authority to 
constitute an additional court as deemed necessarv. 
Each Justice of the Peace Court has a Small Claim~ 
Division. 

[R.C.M. §§93-346, 93-347, 93-401] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Justice of the Peace Court has cri~inal 
jurisdi~tion in assaults, thefts of property not 
~xceeding $150, and misdemeanors that are punlsh­
Jble by fine not exceeding $500, or imprisonment 
nnt pxceeding 6 months, or both. The Justic& of 
th~ Pea~e Court has jurisdiction in civil cases 
where the amount in dispute does not exceed $1,~OO. 
The court has conLurrent jurisdiction with the Cis­
lrict Court in forcible entry and detainer actions. 
Each Small Claims Division has Jurisdiction in 
cases involving dollar amounts up to $750. 

b. The Justice of the Peace C0urt has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[R.C.M. §§93-346, 93-347, 93-408, 93-410) 
4.4.1 Judges (:l:::90). Each C")u'lty has at least one 
T;lSt ice of the peace. The county's governing board 
cun establish one additional justice position. The 
srate legislature can also provide for additional 
justices. 

a. The Justice of the Peace Courts do not have 
presiding judges. 

b. Ju~tices of the peace must reside In the 
"",untv in which his court is situated. 

c. Justices of the peace are elected by the 
cuunty voters in the general state election to 
.:.-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VII, §5, 8; R.C.M. §§93-40l, 
93-704J 

~!5.l Administration 
~. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Justice of the Peace Cour:.s. 
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b. 1here are no prOVlSlons for administrators 
for the Justice of the Pcace Courts. Reference 
Section S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
JUHti~e of the Peace Courts. 
4.6.1 Rulp-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 CITY COUIn. The City Court sits in continu-

[H.C.A. §3-1l-101] 
4.2.2 Organization. A City Cou~t is established 
in ea~h city and town, e~cept those having popula­
tions of 10,000 or greater. There are no spe_lal­
ized divisions of the court. 

[R.C.M. ~§11-1601, 11-1701] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiccion 

a. The City Court has concurrent jurisdiction 
I,ith th" Justice of the Pedce Court in filing of 
complaints in felonier, preliminary hearings, mis­
demeano:s, and apFlications for search warrants. 
The City Co~rt has ~xclusive jurisdiction in ordi­
nance vlolations, tax ~dtters where the amount in 
controversy does not exceed $300, municipal debts 
not to exceed $300, and other civil matters not 
exceeding $300. 

h. The City Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[R.C.H. §11-1602, 11-16031 
4.4.2 Judges ~100; many of these judges also 
function as justices of the peace) 

a. The City Courts do not have presiding 
judges, 

b. City Cuurt jud~es must have been residents 
of the city for: years and must be qualified 
voters. 

c. City Court judge. are elected by the voters 
of the city at JPn~ral city elections. They serve 
indefinite term~. 

[Const., Art. !V, §2; R.C.H. §§1l-701, 11-702, 
11-709, 11-713, 11-7l6J 

4.5.2 Ad~inistr3tion 
.1, Thd'e ,3re no provisions for presiding judges 

for the City Courts. 
h. There are no prOVlSlons for administrators 

f,)r the City Courts. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. l~erp ~re no provisions for clerks for the 
City Courts. 
':'.6.2 Rule-!llaking. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.3 Nl'NICIPAL COUR:' The Nunicipal Court sits 
in continuous session 

[P .. c.t>!. §1l-1708J 
4.2.3 Organization. All cities with a population 
of 10,000 or greater may establish a Municipal 
Court. The city governmpnt must approve the estab­
lishment of the court by a two-thirds majority of 
the ?overning body, and the court must assume con­
tinuing jurisdiction over all pending City Court 
cases. Th~re are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[R.C.N. §11-170lJ 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The ~~nicipal Court has concurrent jurisdic­
tilln with the District Court in forcible entry and 
detain0r actions. The Municipal Court also has 
concurlent jurisdiction with the Justice of the 
Ppace Court of the county in which the city is lo­
cated. The ~~nicipal Court has the same kind of 
jur:sdiction .15 the City Court in ordinance viola­
tiollS and civil actions involving not more than 
$300. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[R.C.M. §§11-160I, 11-1702J 
4.1 ,1 Judges (2) 

---- a. The Municipal Courts do not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Municipal Court judges must have resided in 
Montana for at least 2 years prior to taking office 
and must have been members of the state bar for 2 
years. Judges must also be residents and voters 
of the cities in whi~h the courts are established. 

c. Municipal Court judges are elected on a non­
partisan ballot at the gen,'ral city election to 
4-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VII, §9; R.C.M. §§11-1703. 
11-1704 J 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. Vlere are no provislons for presiding judges 

for the Hunicipal Courts. 
b. There are n(l provisHlTIs for administrators 

for the Hunicipal Courts. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. There arp no provisions for clerks for the 
Municipal Courts. 
4.6.3 Rule making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.4 WA1ER COURT. This court is administered and 
funded by the Executive branch. It is anticipated 
that the Judicial branch will assume cllntrol oi 
this court in July 1, 1981, pending the pDssage of 
the implementing legislation. 
4.2.4 Organization. The state is divided into four 
Water Divisions with a Water Court in each divi­
sion. There are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[M.C.A. §3-7-102J 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Water Cour~ has jurisdiction over all 
disputes concerning water rights within the Water 
Divisions. 

b. The Water Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[M.C.A. §3-7-S0l] 
4.4.4 Judges (4 District Court judges serve) 

a. The (vater Courts do not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Water Court judges are District Court 
judges. Reference Section 3.4.b. 

c. The District Court judges of the judicial 
districts within each Water Division select one of 
their number to be the Water Court judge for their 
division [or a term of 4 YPDrs. 

[N.G.A. §§3-7-201, 3-7-202J 
4.5.4 Administration 

a. There are no proviRions for presiding judges 
for the Water Courts. 

b. (Information not available) 
c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 

Water Courts. 
4.6.4 Rule-making. (Information not available) 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. General ad­
ministrative contwl is Vl'cited in the Supreme Court 
by the state const ltut ion. The Supreme Court has 
general supprvisory control over all other courts. 
Refprpncp Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. VII, §2J 
5 ~ Office of the Court AJministrator 

a. <Information not available) 
b. State Court Administrator 

(1) The position of State Court Administra­
tor is provided for by statute. 
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(2) There are no formal qualifications for 
the State Court Administrator, but it is specified 
that he mdY not practice law while holding office. 
He is appointed by the Supreme Court and serves at 
its pleasl're. 

(3) Under the direction of the Supreme 
Court, the State Court Administrator prepares and 
presents the judicial budget, collects and reports 
court statistics, makes recommendations regarding 
administrative improvements, and performs tasks as 
required by the court. 

c. Office organization. The office of the 
State Court Administrator consists of four profes­
sional and two clerical staff members. 

[R.C.M. §82-5l0 to §82-5l3; Office of the Court 
AdministratorJ 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

b.l.l DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Judge pro tempore 

a. Judges pro tempore are appointed on a case­
by-case basis. They must be members of the bar, 
must be agreed upon in writing by parties, and must 
be appr0ved hy the court. 

b. Judges pro tempore have full powers of Dis­
trict rourt judges in the cases they hear. 

[X.e.A. § 1-5-113J 

6.1.2 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.2 Master 

a. A majority of the judges of a District Court 
may approve the appointment of masters. No formal 
qualifications are specified. Hasters serve at the 
pleasur,> "f the court. 

b. Suhj,'C't to any limitations specified in the 
court erder referring a case to a master, masters 
may r~quire the presentation of evidence, rule on 
the admissability of evidence, hear witnesses, and 
report thelr findings to the judges referring the 
matters to them . 

[~~ntana Rules of Civil Procedure (hereinafter 
N.R.C. P.), Rule 53(a), S3(d, 53(e} J 

6.1.3 IvATER C'll[lRT 
6.~.3 Water master 

a. The water masters are appointed by the Water 
Court jud).ies al~J serve at their pleasure. No for­
mal requirements ac~ specified, but the statute 
requires the :';'i',)int ing judge to consider a water 
masLer's ~xperi~nce with water law, water use, and 
Ivat'T ri;:hts. 

boO t';iltt.~t- 1l1dsttl rS can conduct hearings into tndl­
ten; rt'[erred by th" \,later Court judges. They are 
empowered to hear testimony, rule on the admissi­
bility of evidence, compel the presentation of 
evidence, and question witnesses. 

[H.C.A. §§3-7-30I, 3-7-311; X.R.C.P., Rules 
'>1(e), 'i3(e)] 

Judicial 12.iscipline 

7.1 Judicial Standards Commission. The commission 
~t-S~;f two District Court judges representing 
different districts, elected by peer VOLe; one at­
tornl'V I"lhl has practiced law for at least 10 years, 
appllinll'J by thp Supreme Court; and two lay citi­
zen" [r,'IU diff<'rtmt congressional districts, ap­
point"J hv tho Governor. 

[N.C.A. 3-1-1101 to 3-1-lll1J 
7.2 Auth"tily and procedure for sanction. The 
commission or any citizen of the stat~ may lnltiate 
an investigation of any judicial officer by filing 
a c<lmplaint with the Judicial Standards Commisslon. 
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The commission conducts an investigation and hear­
ings as necessary. If, after the investigation, 
the commission deems it necessary, it may recommend 
retirement, removal, censure, or suspension of a 
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judicial officer to the Supreme Court. All pro'" 
ceedings before the commission are confidential. 

[R.C.M. §93-722 to §93-728] 
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Figure 1: Nebraska court system, 1980 
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43 judgeb 
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Jurisdiction: 
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- Civil actions under 
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(penalty not exceeding 1 
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DougLl!'1. Lan"::,1ster, and 
Sa rpy count lee. 

Jury tria 19. 
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SHALl. CLAIMS 
COURT 

Jurisdiction: 
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l!1A.ry hearfllg~. 

(;In'~''1l1f' rti~:Lkne,l'll)r 

<1:1;1 t [,ifUe C .. l~t.·h). 

318 

C't)!trt ()f 

last 
n.'&(lrt 

Court of 
gene rdl 

jurisd1cticn 

Courts of 
lim! ted 

jurisdiction 

---------

NEBRASKA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court meets for two terms 
each year in Lincoln. The terms begin on the first 
Monday in January and the third Nonday in Septem­
ber. Special terms may be designated by the court. 

[Constitution, Article V, Section 3; Reissue 
Revised Statutes (hereinafter R.R.S.) Sections 
24-205, 24-206] 

1.2 Organization. The court may sit en banc or in 
two divisions of five justices each. Cases involv­
ing the constitutionality of a statute or homicide 
convictions must be heard by the court sitting en 
banco The entire court may review any decision 
rendered by a division of the court. Whenever 
necessary for the prompt submission and determina­
tion of causes, the Supreme Court is authorized to 
form two divisions of the court, with five judges 
in each division. This is accomplished by appoint­
ment of District Court judges to act as associate 
judges, sufficient in number with the Supreme Court 
justices to make up the two divisions of five 
judges each. Four judges are needed in each 
division to form a quorum. 

[Const., Art. V, §2] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 
in cases relating to revenue, civil cases in \oo·hich 
the state is a party, mandamus, quo warranto, 
habeas corpus, and election contests involving 
state officers other than legislators. The court 
also regulates admission to the bar and the prac­
tice of attorneys. 

b. The court hears en banc all appeals from a 
conviction of homicide, determines all cases in­
volving the constitutionality of a statute, and 
may review any decision rendered by a division of 
the court. All District Court decisions can be ap­
pealed as a matter of right to the court or a di­
vision thereof. Matter of right appeals to the Su­
preme Court are also permitted from the Workmen's 
Compensation Court and the three Separate Juvenile 
Courts. Certain administrative agency appeals, 
such as those from the Commission of Industrial 
Relations and the Public Service Commission, are 
to the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. V, §2; R.R.S. §§24-204, 43-238, 
48-152, 48-153, 84-918; Revised Statutes of 
Nebraska 1979 Supplement (hereinafter 1979 R.S. 
Supp.) Section 48-812; Revised Rules of the 
Supreme Court of the state of Nebraska 1977 
(hereinafter Revised Supreme Court Rule) Rules 
I.l.c., II, III] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is appointed by the Gover­

nor. He continues in this role for as long as he 
serves on the court. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 
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years of age, must be citizens of the United 
States, and must be residents and voters of the 
Supreme Court districts from which selected. They 
must be members of the state bar, and must have had 
5 years of law practice experience in the state. 

c. Supreme Court justices are selected through 
a merit plan by which they are nominated by a 
Judicial Nominating Commission (reference Table 12: 
Characteristics of judicial nominating commissions) 
and appointed by the Covernor. If the Governor 
fails to make an appointment \oo~thin 60 days, the 
Chief Justice makes the appointment. Justices must 
run for a retention election at the first general 
election following 3 years in office. They serve 
6-year terms. 

[Const., Art. V, §§7, 21; 1979 R.S. Supp. 
§24-202; State Court Administrator] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Supreme Court has administrative author­

ity over all courts, which is exercised by the 
Chief Justice. He exercises administration and 
supervision over the entire court system through 
the State Court Administrator; District and County 
Court presiding judges; Nunicipal Court presiding 
judges and the court administrator of the Municipal 
Court of Omaha; presiding judges of the Separate 
Juvenile Court and the court administrator of the 
Separate Juvenile Court of Omaha; and the presiding 
judge and the court administrator of the Workmen's 
Compensation Court. Reference Section 5.1 (General 
administrative authority). He has no specific 
duties with regard to the administration of the Su­
preme Court other than the appointive power noted 
in Section 1.4.c. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator) • 

c. The clerk is appointed by the court. The 
clerk's duties are primari ly clerical. He is the 
custodian of the seal of the court and is respon­
sible for performing those duties prescribed by law 
and orders of the court. The clerk is also respon­
sible for keeping t~r fee book of the court and 
submitting a quarterly report to the Governor. 

[Const., Art. V, §§l, 8; R.R.S. §§24-214, 
24-215, 24-221] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court promulgates 
rules of practice and procedure for all courts. 
In January of odd-numbered years the justices of 
the Supreme Court revise the general rules of court 
and adopt any additional rules necessary. The 
Supreme Court is authorized to make some adminis­
trative rules for other courts. 

[Const., Art. V, §25; R.R.S. §24-210; State 
Court Administrator] 

Int~rmediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Ne bra ska. 

.-.--.--------~~---------~----~ 



Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The judges set the terms of 
court in the counties of their respective dis­
tricts. A special term may be held when necessary. 

[R.R.S. §§24-303, 24-304] 
3.2 Organization. There are 21 judicial districts 
with 1 to 9 counties in each district. All terms 
are held at the county seat or place otherwise pro­
vided by the Board of County Commissioners. The 
District Court is referred to as Conciliation Court 
when it is hearing domestic relations cases. 

[R.R.S. §§S-lOS, 24-303, 42-801 to 42-823] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has both chancery and 
common law jurisdiction in all criminal and civil 
matters unless otherwise provided, i.e., unless 
vested in other courts. Those exceptions are in 
the following areas: probate, guardianship or con­
servatorship of any person, most juvenile matters, 
and city or village ordinance violations. 

b. The District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over appeals from the County and Municipal 
Courts and most administrative agencies. 

[R.R.S. §§24-302, 25-1901, 84-917; 1979 R.S. 
Supp. §24-5l71 

3.4 Judges (45) 
a. There is no provlslon for a chief judge over 

all the districts of the Dlstrict Court. The judi­
cial districts are not required to establish pre­
siding judge positions. In three large multi-Judge 
districts, however, such positions have been 
created. Presiding judges in these courts are 
elected annually by their peers. 

b. District Court judges must meet the same 
requirements as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. District Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[1979 R.S. Supp. §24-30l; James E. Dunlevey, 
"Comparison of the Nebraska Court System with 
the ABA Standards on Court Organization--A 
Report," April 1977 (hereinafter Dunlevey 
Report); State Court Administrator] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the districts of the District Court, 
three large multi-judge districts have established 
the position of presiding judge. Presiding judges 
may designate a judge of the District Court to 
serve during the absence or disqualification of 
judges of the Separate Juvenile Court. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Oourt or for 
administrators for the individual districts. Ref­
erence Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. District Court clerks are elected in any 
county with a population greater than 7,000. In 
counties of less than 7,000, the county clerk 
serves as clerk of the court. The clerk is respon­
sible for submitting annual jUdicial statistics to 
the Supreme court. The clerk is also responsible 
for keeping a record of the proceedings of the 
court, under the direction of the judge, and is 
authorized to microfilm records. 

[R.R.S. §§24-337, 24-337.01, 24-337.02, 32-307, 
43-237] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 
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4.1.1 COUNTY COURT. The Cc Jllty Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.1 Organization. There is a County Court in 
each of the state's 93 counties. The County Court 
sits at the county seat. The state is divided into 
21 county judge districts, similar to District 
Court boundaries. Each County Court has a Small 
Claims Department, which is designated the Small 
Claims Court. Other specialized divisions may be 
established at the discretion of the county judges. 

[R.R.S. §§24-502, 24-503, 24-512; 1979 R.S. 
Supp. §24-522] 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The County Coort has concurrent jurisdiction 

with the District Court in criminal actions where 
the penalty does not exceed 1 year of imprisonment 
or a fine over $1,000 or both; in civil actions 
where the amount in controversy is less than 
$5,000; and in the involuntary partition of a 
ward's interest ih real estate owned in common with 
others. The County Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction in all matters relating to decedents' 
estates; matters of guardianship or conservator: 
ship; and adoptions. The court also ~as excl~slve 
jurisdiction over city or village ordlnance vlola­
tions, except those in cities having a Municipal 
Court. Where a Separate Juvenile Court has not 
been established, the County Court has exclusive 
ori~inal jurisdiction in juvenile cases, except 
tha~ the jurisdiction is concurrent with the Dis­
trict Court in cases where a child under age 18 is 
charged with a felony. The court's jurisdiction 
is concurrent with the District and Hunicipal 
Courts if a child of 16 or 17 years of age is 
charged with a misdemeanor or a child under the age 
of 16 has been charged with a traffic offense. 

The Small Claims Division has jurisdiction 
in civil claims less than $1,000. Preliminary ex­
aminations are conducted in the County Court. 

b. The County Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[R.R.S. §43-202; 1979 R.S. Supp. §24-522; 1978 
R.S. Supp. §24-5l9] 

4.4.1 Judges (43) 
a. In multi-judge County Court districts, the 

judges select a presiding judge annually. 
b. County Court judges must be at least 30 

years of age, must be citizens of the United 
States, must be residents of and legal voters in 
the districts from which selected, and must have 
been residents of Nebraska for at least 3 years. 

c. County Court judges are selected in the same 
manner and for the same term as Supreme Court jus­
tices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Const., Art. V, §7; R.R.S. §§24-202, 24-506] 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. Where the position has been established, the 
presiding judge of a County Court assigns cases tu 
the associate judges (reference Section 6.2.3). 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the County Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. In counties with a population of 3,000 or 
less, the county clerk serves ex officio as clerk 
of the County Court. In counties with a population 
greater than 3,000, the associate county judge is 
the ex officio clerk of the County Court. The 
clerk has the same power in the County Court as the 
clerk of the District Court. Reference Section 
3.5.c. The clerk signs and issues marriage 

.), 

licenses, and is responsible for keeping the rec­
ords of the court. He also receives and accounts 
for money received by the court. 

[R.R.S §§24-5l0, 24-511, 24-518, 24-519] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. The statutory codes of criminal 
and civil procedure and Supreme Court rules govern 
practice and procedure in the County Courts. Ref­
erence Section 1.6. 

[R.R.S. §24-528] 

4.1.2 SEPARATE JUVENILE COURT. The Separate Juve­
nile Court sits in continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.2 Organization. Separate Juvenile Court dis­
tricts are authorized in any county with a popula­
tion greater than 30,000 where authorized by the 
electorate. A Separate Juvenile Court has been 
established in Douglas County (Omaha), Lancaster 
County (Lincoln), and Sarpy County (Papillion). 
The presiding judge may establish specialized divi­
sions of the court. 

[R.R.S. §§43-228, 43-236.01; Dunlevey Report] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. Where established, the Separate Juvenile 
Court assumes the exclusive original jurisdiction 
of the County Court and maintains concurrent juris­
diction with the District Court if an individual 
under 18 years of age is accused of a felony. The 
court also has concurrent jurisdiction with the 
District and Hunicipal Courts in misdemeanor cases 
involving juveniles 16 or 17 years of age, and in 
traffic violations involving juveniles under 16. 
The Separate Juvenile Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction over a juvenile's parents, guardian, 
or custodian and over proceedings for the termina­
tion of parental rights. The court has concurrent 
jurisdiction with the District Court over all mat­
ters arising under the provisions of Chapter 42, 
Article 3 (Divorce and Alimony) of the Nebraska 
Statutes, where the care, support, custody, or con­
trol of minor children is involved. Such matters 
are filed in the District Court and may with the 
consent of the juvenile judge be transferred to the 
Separate Juvenile Court. 

b. The Separate Juvenile Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[R.R.S. §§43-202, 43-230] 
4.4.2 Judges (4) 

a. In counties with two judges, the senior 
judge in service becomes the presiding judge. The 
position of presiding judge is rotated annually, 
unless another system is agreed upon by the judges. 
At the present time, there are no presiding judges. 

b. Separate Juvenile Court judges must meet the 
same qualifications as Supreme Court justices. 
Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. Separate Juvenile Court judges are selected 
in the same manner and for the same term as Supreme 
Court justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[R.R.S. §§43-230.0l, 43-233.01, 1979 R.S. 
Supp. §43-233; State Court Administrator] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. Presiding judges appoint chief probation 

officers and other officers and employees as need­
ed. Presiding judges set the salaries of the pro­
bation officers and other employees of the Separate 
Juvenile Court, subject to the approval of the 
Board of County Commissioners or Supervisors. A 
presiding judge of the Separate Juvenile Court may 
appoint associate judges (reference Section 6.2.4). 

h. There are no formal provisions for adminis­
trators for the Separate Juvenile Courts. The 
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Separate Juvenile Court at Omaha, however, has 
created and filled the position. 

c. Clerks of the District Courts also serve as 
clerks of the Separate Juvenile Courts. Reference 
Section 3.5.c. 

[R.R.S. §§43-235, 43-236, 43-236.01; Dunlevey 
Report] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. The presiding judges have cer­
tain administrative rule-making powers. Reference 
Section 1.6. 

[R.R.S. §43-228 to §43-243.0l] 

4.1.2 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court sits 
in continuous session. 

[R.R.S. §26-l0l] 
4.2.3 Organization. A Municipal Court may be 
established in metropolitan (over 300,000 popula­
tion) and primary class (100,000 to 300,000) cities 
only. A Municipal Court has been established in 
Omaha (Douglas County) and Lincoln (Lancaster 
County). Geographical jurisdiction of each Munici­
pal Court is coextensive with the boundaries of the 
counties. Each Municipal Court has a S~all Claims 
Department, which is designated the Small Claims 
Court. 

[R.R.S. §§24-52l, 26-101, 26-116; Dunlevey Re­
port] 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Municipal Court has exclusive original 

jurisdiction over municipal ordinance violations 
and concurrent jurisdiction with the County Court 
in criminal cases and in civil cases not exceeding 
$5,000. Municipal judges have the jurisdiction 
and authority to try forcible entry and detention 
cases; to proceed against security for costs and 
surety for the stay of execution on their dockets; 
to issue attachments and proceed against goods and 
effects of debtors in certain cases; to issue exe­
cution on judgments; to try actions for the recov­
ery of damages for an assault or assault and bat­
tery; and to try actions for the recovery of money 
due on contracts for the sale of real estate. 

The Small Claims Division has jurisdiction 
over civil claims of less than $1,000. 

b. The Hunicipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[R.R.S. §§24-5l7, 26-117, 26-118, 26-119; 1979 
R.S. Supp. §24-522] 

4.4.3 Judges (13) 
a. Presiding judges are elected by the courts 

annually. 
b. Municipal Court judges must mE~t the samL 

requirements as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.b. 

c. Municipal Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Ref~2nce Section 1.4.c. 

[R.R.S. §§26-l02, 26-107; 1979 R.S. Supp. 
§26-l03] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. Presiding judges of the Hunicipal Court are 

responsible for the general supervision of the 
courts. They assign Municipal Court judges to 
their courts and may designate another judge to act 
as presiding judge in their stead when necessary. 

b. There are no formal provisions for adminis­
trators for the Municipal Court. The Hunic!pal 
Court of Omaha, however, has created and filled the 
position. The administrator performs duties in the 
areas of planning, organization, and internal con­
trol. 

,', 
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c. Clerks of the Municipal Court are appointed 
by the judges. The clerk mus t be a res ident 0 f the 
"ity where the court is held and must execute a 
bond before assuming the clerk's duties. The clerk 
has the same powers in the Municipal Court, unless 
otherwise provided, as the clerk of the District 
1~()Urt of the district in which the Municipal Court 
iA situtated. Reference Section 3.5.c. 

[R.R.S. §§26-106, 26-107, 26-108; Dunlevey 
Report; State Court Administrator] 

4.h.3 Rule-making. Judges of the Municipal Court 
~lav promulgate rules of practice in their courts 
~o long as such rules do not conflict with state 
law. Reference Section 1.6. 

[R.R.S. §§26-1, 26-202] 

' .. 1." HORKMEN'S COMPENSATION COURT. The Workmen's 
lompensation Court sits in continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
,~.2.4 Organization. The l,Iorkmen's Compensation 
rourt, an administrative agency, is a statewide 
court. Initial hearings are held before a single 
judge in the county in which the accident occurred. 
Ei ther party who refuses to accept the findings may 
file within 14 days an application for a rehearing 
before the court sitting en banco Rehearings are 
!hlrmCilly heard in Lincoln. The court is urganized 
into three branches: the Adjudication Branch, 
which consists of judges, clerks, and secretaries; 
~h~ Rehabilitation Branch, which supervises pro­
i>r:lms for individuals who have or who have had 
:la~ns; and the Legal Counsel (investigative) 
Branch, which performs investigatory work regarding 
pnployers' insurance coverage. 

[R.R.S. §§48-177, 48-152, 48-179; Workmen's 
rompensation Court Administrator] 

4.J.4 Jurisdiction 
----a. The Workmen's Compensation Court enforces 
the provisions of the Workmen's Compensation Act. 

b. The Workmen's Compensation Court has no ap­
pellate jurisdiction. 

[R.R.S. §48-152] 
~.".4 Judges (5) 

k. On July 1 of every odd-numbered year, the 
judgeR of the Workmen's Compensation Court select 
a pr,'<:;~ding judge. 

b. Workmen's Compensation Court judges must 
meet the same qualifications as Supreme Court jus­
tic~s. Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. Horkmen's Compens?tion Court judges are se­
jPcted in the same manner and for the same term as 
Su~reme Court justices. Reference Section l.4.c. 

[R.R.S. §48-155; 1979 R.S. Supp. §§48-l53, 
4B-153.01] 

4.~." Administration 
a. The presiding judge may designate another 

judge to serve in his absence. The presiding judge 
presides at all rehearings of the court and makes 
all rulings, except those that arise during an 
original hearing before another judge, assigns the 
work of the court, presides at meetings of the 
judges, and performs supervisory duties as needed. 
The presiding judge appoints a clerk of the court 
and oti,er assistants and employees as necessary, 
including rehabilitation specialists. 

b. The court employs a court administrator, al­
though this is not a statutory position. The ad­
ministrator performs duties in the areas of plan­
ning, organization, and internal control. 

e. The presiding judge of the Workmen's Compen­
sat· ion Court appoints the clerk who serves at the 
plpilsure of the court. The clerk is responsible 
~)r keeping the records of the court's proceedings 
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and issuing all notices and writs. He superintends 
the clerical business of the court, and performs 
other duties as directed by the presiding judge. 
The clerk is authorized to microfilm records. 

[R.R.S. §48-l55; 1976 R.S. Supp. §48-157; State 
Court Administrator] 

4.6.4 Rule-making. The judges of the Workmen's 
Compensation Court are empowered to promulgate 
rules of practice in their courts so long as such 
rules do not conflict with state law. Subject to 
the general administrative authority of the Supreme 
Court, the court is authorized to issue administra­
tive rules necessary for the operation of the 
court. 

[R.R.S. §48-152 to §48-l91] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court has administrative authority over all the 
courts of the state, which is exercised by the 
Chief Justice. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. V, §l] 
5.2 Office of the State Court Administrator 

a. The Office of the State Court Administrator 
is constitutionally authorized. 

b. State Court Administrator 
(1) The position of State Court Administra­

tor is constitutionally authorized. 
(2) The State Court Administrator is 

appointed by the Chief Justice. Ther~ are no stat­
utory or constitutional qualifications for this 
position. In practice, he is required to have 
administrative experience. 

(3) The State Court Administrator has the 
following responsibilities: developing and admin­
istering the personnel system for nonjudicial 
employees (including associate judges) of the 
County Court; developing and administering the 
rules governing court reporters for the District 
Court and Separate Juvenile Court; preparing and 
administering the budget [or the Supreme Court, 
County Court, and ~ourt reporters; managing orien­
tation and continuing education programs for the 
County Court and court reporters; developing 
records management, accounting, and case processing 
systems and methods for the County Court; acting 
as liaison for the court system with the legisla­
ture, the bar, the news media, and others; advising 
judges and local officials, upon request, on 
standards for construction of court facilities; 
establishing standards for tape re~ording equipment 
used by courts; and conducting research and plan­
ning for future needs. 

c. Office organization. The office has a total 
staff of seven people: four professionals (includ­
ing the State Court Administrator) and three cleri­
cal personnel. 

[Const., Art. V, §l; R.R.S. §§24-514, 24-515; 
Dunlevey Report; State Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 DISTRICT COURT AND COUNTY COURT 
6.2.1 Referee 

a. Referees may be agreed on by the parties in­
volved or appointed by the court. In practice, 
they are required to be attorneys. 

b. Referees decide disputes and their decisions 
are entered as if tried by the court. In the 
County C~urt both parties must consent to thp use 
of n n'f,-ree. 

[R.R.S. §§25-1131, 25-1132, 25-1113; State 
Court Administrator] 

Figure 2: Nebraska state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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6.1.2 DISTRICT COURT AND COUNTY COURT 
6.2.2 Master 

a. Masters are appointed by the court. In 
practice, they are required to be attorneys. 

b. Masters are authorized in civil suits 
involving a receivership where the rights of the 
parties have not been fully determined. Masters 
may also sell and sieze property pursuant to a 
court order or judgment. They assess accounts or 
make findings as to appropriate damages in the case 
of a default judgment. 

(R.R.S. §§25-1081, 25-1090, 25-1308, 25-1326; 
State Court Administrator] 

6.1.3 COUNTY COURT 
6.2.3 Associate judge 

a. Associate judges are appointed by the judge 
of the court they serve. Associate judges must be 
legal voters and residents of the counties in which 
they serve, must be high school graduates, and must 
attend training institutes provided by the Supreme 
Court. 

b. If the associate judge is an attorney, he 
has the same jurisdiction as a judge of the County 
Court. The jurisdiction of an associate judge not 
trained in the law is limited to the following 
matters: civil actions not exceeding Sl,OOO; ordi­
nance violations; misdemeanors; proceedings for 
the issuance of warrants for arrest or for searches 
and seizures; preliminary examination; juvenile 
proceedings, except the commitment to a state in­
stitution or the termination of parental rights; 
any proceeding to prevent the commission of crimes; 
and any proceedings relating to decedents' estates, 
noncontested inheritance tax matters, guardianship 
or conservatorship (except the construction of 
wills and trusts), the determination of title to 
real estate, and the authorization of the sale or 
mortgaging of real estate. The Chief Justice has 
established a policy that, to the greatest extent 
possible, all contested matters should be tried by 
law-trained judges. Nonlawyer associate judges may 
be delegated some contested matters in emergency 
situations and where it will expedite the resolu­
tion of cases. 

(R.R.S. §§24-507, 24-508, 24-518; 1978 R.S. 
Supp. §24-5l9; State Court Administrator] 

6.1.4 SEPARATE JUVENILE COURT 
6.2.4 Associate judge 

a. Juvenile Court associate judges are appoint­
ed by presiding judges. They must be members of 
the state bar. 
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b. Presiding judges may assign any matter to 
associate judges for determination, except those 
relating to divorce and alimony. 

(R.R.S. §43-236.01] 

6.1.5 MUNICIPAL COURT 
6.2.5 Acting judge 

a. Acting judges are appointed by and serve at 
the pleasure of the Governor. The only qualifica­
tions are that they be "competent and disinterest­
ed." 

b. Acting judges serve in the capacity of Muni­
cipal Court judges. 

(R.R.S. §§26-l, 26-203] 

6.1.6 WORKNEN' S COMPENSATION COURT 
6.2.6 Acting judge 

a. The Governor may appoint "qualified and dis­
interested" persons to act in place of judges of 
the court. 

b. Acting judges are subject to the same duties 
as regular judges and are subject to the call of 
the presiding judge. 

[R.R.S. §48-l55.01] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Qualifications. The 
commission is constitutionally mandated. ~!ember­
ship consists of two justices of the Supreme Court, 
two judges of the District Court, one judge of a 
Municipal Court, one judge of the Workmen's Compen­
sation Court, and one judge of the County Court, 
all appointed by the Chief Justice; two members of 
the Nebraska State Bar Association who have prac­
ticed law in the state for 10 years, appointed by 
the Executive Council of the Bar Association; and 
two nonlawyer citizens, appointed by the Governor. 

(Const., Art. V, §28] 
7.2 Au thori ty and procedure for sanc tion. The com­
mission investigates both complaints against judges 
and requests for retirement (by the justices and 
judges). The commission has such powers as are 
necessary to conduct an investigation into the 
allegations. If there is sufficient cause, the 
commission may conduct a formal hearing. The judge 
has specific rights in this hearing, incloding 
cross-examination of witnesses. The commission may 
ask the Supreme Court to appoint a special master 
to hear evidence. I f a fter the hearing, and after 
the report of the master, the commission determines 
there is good cause for removal, it makes such 
recommendation to the Supreme Court. 

[R.R.S. §24-721] 

,\,. 

NEVADA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREHE COURT. The Supreme Court meets two full 
weeks out of each month, except in July and August. 
It meets two full weeks out of the month for 8 
months in Carson City and two full weeks out of the 
month for two months in Las Vegas. Terms are held 
at the seat of state government unless the legisla­
ture provides otherwise by law. 

[Constitution, Article VI, Sections I, 7; 
Administrative Office of the Courts] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. Decisions of the court are 
by majority yote. 

(Const., Art. VI, §2; Nevada Revised Statutes 
(hereinafter N.R.S.) Section 2.010] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court may issue writs of manda­

mus, certiorari, prohibition, habeas corpus, and all 
writs necessary to the complete exercise of its 
appellate jurisdiction. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
on questions of law alone in all criminal cases in 
which the offense charged is within the original 
jurisdiction of the District Court; in all cases in 
equity; in all cases at law involving real estate, 
mining claims, or the legality of property taxes; 
and in all civil cases not included in the general 
subdivisions of law and equity. 

(Const., Art. VI, §4; N.R.S. §§2.080, 2.100] 
1.4 Justices (5) 

a. The Chief Justice is selected on the basis 
of seniority, or by lot if there is more than one 
justice with the same seniority, and serves a 2-year 
term. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be members of the 
Nevada Bar, must have been residents of the state 
for at least 2 years, and must he at least 25 years 
old. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to 6-year 
terms in nonpartisan elections. Vacancies are 
filled hy the Covernor from among three nominees 
selected hy the Commission on Judicial Selection 
(reference Table 12: Characteristics of judicial 
nominating commissions). Appointees s~'rve u;ltil the 
next genernl election. 

(Const., Art. VI, §§3, 20; N.R.S. §§2.020, 
2.030; State Court Administrator] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is thl' administrative head 

of the court system. De exercises administration 
and supervision over the entire court system through 
the State Court Administrator and two District Court 
chief judges. Reference Section 5.1 (General admin­
istrative authority). The Chief Justice has the 
power to apportion cases among Supreme Court judges. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level adminis­
trator). 
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c. The Supreme Court appoints a clerk. He has 
responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[Const., Art. VI, §19; N.R.S. §§2.200 to 2.230] 
1.6 Rule-making. The SUprel'le Court has the author­
ity to promulgate rules that regulate original and 
appellate civil practice and procedure in all courts 
of the state. Criminal procedure is governed by the 
Nevada Criminal Procedures Law. The Supreme Court 
may make rules, not inconsistent with the constitu­
tion and laws, for its own government, the govern­
ment of the District Courts, and the government of 
the state bar of Nevada. 

(N.R.S. §§2.l20, 169.015 et. ~.] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Nevada. A resolution to create a Court of Appeal 
is to be submitted to the voters in 1980. 

(Assembly Joint Resolution No.2, File No. 101] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

(N.R.S. §§1.120. 1.130] 
3.2 Organization. The legislature has provided for 
9 judicial districts, 6 of which have one district 
judge; the other 3 districts have 2, 9, and 12 
judges respectively. The District Court is termed 
the Juvenile Court when it holds juvenile sessions. 

(N.R.S. §§3.020, 62.0l0~. ~.] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has original jurisdiction 
in criminal cases not within the jurisdiction of 
another court; all equity cases; all cases at law 
involving real property, mining claims, or the 
legality of any tax; civil cases involving over 
$300; probate and guardianship matters; forcible 
entry and unlawful detainer; and cases in which 
election to a public office is contested. District 
Court judges also function as Juvenile Court judges, 
having exclusive original juriSdiction over 
juvenile matters. 

b. The District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over cases appealed [rom courts of limited 
jurisdiction and may issue necessary writs. 

(Const., Art. VI, §6j N.R.S. §§3.190, 3.200, 62] 
3.4 Judges (29) 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the districts of the District Court. Chief 
judges are elected by their peers in two of the nine 
judiCial districts and serve a I-year term. 

b. District Court judges must be memhers of the 
Nevada Bar, must be at least 2S years of age, and 
must have been residents of the state for at least 
2 years. 
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Figure 1: Nevada court system, 1980 
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JUSTICES' COURT (60) 
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Jurisdiction: 
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c. District Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms on a nonpartisan basis by the voters of their 
respective districts at the general elections. 

[Const., Art. VI, §5; N.R.S. §§3.025, 3.050, 
3.060; Sta~e Court Administrator] 

3.5 Administration 
a. \fuereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the di&t.rict& Qf the District Court, 
the chief judges of the two multi-ju~ge districts 
assign cases to the judges of the court, prescribe 
hours of the court, and adopt rules and regulations 
to expedite the court business. The chief judges 
must submit written reports to the clerk of the 
Supreme Court. 

b. There are provisions for an administrator in 
Clark County. 

c. The elected county clerks are ex officio 
clerks of the District ~ourt. They have responsi­
bilities as determined by the court. 

[Const., Art. IV, §32; N.R.S. §§3.025, 2'50] 
3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. Local 
District Court rules of practice have been approved 
for five judicial districts. 

[Local District Court Rules of Practice] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 JUSTICES' COURT. The Justices' Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[N.R.S. §I; .360] 
4.2.1 Organization. The Justices' Court serves 
geographic areas known as townships. There is one 
Justices' Court in each township of the state, with 
from one to five justices based on population. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[N.R.S. §4.020] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Justice~' Court has jurisdiction over 
motor vehicle violations, petty larceny, assault 
and battery (except on alt officer or with intent to 
kill), criminal mischief, and disturbances of the 
peace. Civil actions involving ur to $750 in 
controversy ~r.d landlord-tenant cases, regardless 
of amount, ran be brought in the Justices' COJrt. 

b. Th" JustiC't's' COllrt has no appt'llate jl.ris­
diction. 

[N.R.S. §4.370] 
4.4.1 Judges (60) 

a. The Justices' Courts do not have presiding 
judgt's. 

b. JustiC'l's of til(' p('a('(' must be qUillifiE:'d 
voter's in tlwir jurisdIctions. 'they must attend a 
requir~d course of instruction upon elertion. 

e. Justirt's of the' pL'act' art' elpctl'd to 4-year 
terms in nonpartisan elections by the voter's of the 
townships. 

[N.R.S. §§4.0l0, 4.025, 4.03 S ; State Court 
Administrator] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. There art' no provibions for presiding judges 

fur the Justices' Court. 
b. There ar(' no provisions for administrators 

for th(' Justices' Court. Rl'fl'rencp Sertion 5.2.h 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The Board be County Commissionl'rs may 
appoint a clerk for the ,)ustlC'f.'s' Court upon the 
rt'C'omm('ndation of the justi-cps of the peace. Jle is 
responsible for administerlnc oath~, taking and 
c('r'tirving affidavits and acknowledgments, issuing 
proresses, entering suits on the dockets and all 
clerical work in ~onnertlon with records, files, 
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and dockets of the court. He also performs such 
other duties in connection with the office as the 
justice of the peace prescribes. 

[N.R.S. §4.350] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1. 2 HUNICIPAL COURT. The '1unicipal Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[N.R.S. §5.070] 
4.2.2 Organization. A Hunicipal Court may be 
established by the legislature in incorporated 
cities and towns. There are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

[Canst., Art. VI, §l; N.R.S. §§1.0l0, 5.010] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Hunicipal Court has jurisdiction over 
misdemeanors punishable by a fine not exceeding 
$500 and/or imprisonment not exceeding 6 months, 
ordinance violations, abatement of nuisances, 
vagrancy and disorderly conduct, petit larceny, 
minor assault and battery, and breaches of peace. 
The Hunicipal Court also has civil jurisdiction 
when a fine is less than $750. 

b. The Hunicipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[N.R.S. §5.050] 
4.4.2 Judges (21). Each Hunicipol Court is held by 
one judge, designated as a police judge. 

a. The Hunicipal Courts do not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Hunicipal Court (police) juct~es are required 
to attend a course of instruction upon election. 

c. Hunicipal Court (police) judges are elected 
by the voters of their respective cities. The tt.rm 
of office is for 1 year unless a longer period ia 
fixed in the acts incorporating the city. 

[N.R.S. §§5.0l0, 5.020, 5.n2&; State Court 
Administrator] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Hunicipal Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Hunidpal Court. Refen'Dl'e Section 5.2.b 
(stdte-level administrator). 

('. There are no provi s ions for clerks for the' 
Hunicipal Court. 
4.b.2 Rule-makIng. Referencl' S,'ction 1.6. 

Statl>-Lt'vel Adml nislration 

'i.l General adminlstr'atlvp ctutllllrity. Th" Chief 
JustiN' is the administrative head of the ('ourt 
systl'm. fIp has the authority to shift IJistri,'t 
Court judge's ilR needed ,lnd to l"l'l'illl retired judges 
into service. Referpnre Spctlon I.S.a. 

[Const., Art. VI, §lqj 
5.2 Administratiw Office of tilt' Courls 

n. Thl' office is iluthorized by statut". 
b. Stnte COllrt Adnlinistratnr 

(1) TIll' positi.m is erL'at .. d hv s·tat.lltt'. 
(2) Thl' SUitt' Cll.lrt Admil1istratnl' is 

appointl'd by the Suprem{' Court and is rl'0111vable ilt 

the pleasure of thl' rourt. 
(1) Titl' Statl' Court Administratllr has till' 

following rL'sponslbilities: 
(a) EX<lmil1l's admlnl!ltr;ll iv(' I1wthods dnJ 

sYHtL'mS l'mpioYL'd by judgL's, rl"rks, court r('porL­
l'rs, and otlH'r l'mp!\]Yl'C'S, 

(b) Examilll'H tIll' st,ltus of tilt' d,)"kels 
in till' Distrit·t Court and dL'tl'rmitlL's II ,1ssist<11l<'l' 
is needed. 
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(c) Recommends assignment of judges. 
(d) Collects and compiles statistics 

and reports to the Supreme Court (through the Chief 
Justice). 

(e) Prepares and submits judicial bud­
get recommendations. 

(f) Collects statistical data and 
reports on expenditures. 

(g) Formulates and submits to the 
Supreme Court recommendatIons on policies or pro­
posed legislation. 

(h) Submits to the Supreme Court an 
annual report on the administrator's office. 

(i) Performs such other duties as may 
be assigned by the Supreme Court as prescribed by law. 

c. Office organization. The Administrative 
Office of the Courts consists of 10 people: 7 pro­
fessionals (including the State Court Administrator) 
and 3 clerical personnel. The professional staff 
provides support services in the following areas: 
payroll, accounting, budgeting, and purchasing; edu­
cation and training; and planning and research 
activities including sratistical compilation, judi­
cial planning, resparch and statistical analysis. 

[N.R.S. §§1.32tJ, 1.330, l.340, 1.360; State 
Court Administ~atorJ 

guasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Juvenile master 

a. District Court judges in the Juvenile Divi­
sion can appoint any person quali fied by "previous 
experience, training, and demonstrated interest in 
youth welfare" as a master. 

b. Masters may swear witnesses and make findings 
of fact and recommendations on an ad hoc basis. If 
no hearing by the court is requested, the findings 
and recommendations of the master become a decree 
of the court. 

[N.R.S. §62.090; Administrative Office of the 
Court s] 

6.1.2 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.2 Probate commissioner 

a. Probate commissiont'rs art' appointed by the 
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chief judge of the District Court. In practice, 
probate commissioners are pra~ticing attorneys. 

b. Probate Commissioners hold hearings in 
probate cases at least one day per week with the 
approval and supervision of the chief judge. They 
are also responsible for making sure that all 
petitions are verified. 

[N.R.S. 62.090; Administrative Office of the 
Courts] 

JUdicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Discipline. The commis­
sion includes two justices or judges, appointed by 
the Supreme Court; two members of the state bar, 
appointed by its Board or Governors; and three non­
lawyers, appointed by the Governor. 

[Const., Art. VI, §21] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The com­
mission operates under rules provided by the 
Supreme Court for the confidentiality of all its 
proceedings except its decision to discipline or 
remove a judge, the grounds of censure, and the 
conduct of investigations and hearings. A justice 
or judge may be removed for willful misconduct, 
willful or persistent failure to perform his 
duties, or habitual intemperence. He may be 
retired for advanced age or for mental or physical 
disability that interferes with or prevents the 
proper performance of his duties. 

Any person may bring to the attention of the 
commission any matter relating to the fitness of a 
justice or judge. The commission will, after pre­
liminary investigation, dismiss the matter or order 
a hearing to be held before it. If a hearing is 
ordered, a statement of the matter will be served 
upon the justice or judge against whom the proceed~ 
ing is brought. The commission, in its discretion, 
may suspend a justice or judge from the exercise of 
his office pending the determination of the pro­
ceedings before the commission. Any justi.ce or 
judge whose removal is sought is liable to indict­
ment and punishment according to law. A justice or 
judge retired for disability in accordance with 
this section is entitled to receive such compensa­
tion as the legislature may provide. 

[Canst., Art. VI, §21] 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court sits for one general 
term each year in Concord. The justices, unless 
they shall order otherwise, meet the first Tuesday 
of each month, except in the month of August. 

(New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated 
(hereinafter R.S.A.) §490:6 (Supp. 1979)] 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in P?nels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has general superinten­
dence over all trial courts and may issue extra­
ordinary writs. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over questions of law from all courts and adminis­
trative agencies in the state. 

(R.S.A. §§490:4, 491:17, 502:24, 502-k;17a, 
541:6, 567-A:l] 

1.4 Justices (5) 
a. The Chief Justice is nominated and appointed 

by the Governor and Executive Council (reference 
Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating 
commissions) and serves until the mandatory 
retirement age of 70. 

b. Supreme Court justices' qualifications are 
not set by constitution or statute, however, since 
the 1940's it has been the custom of the Governor 
and Executive Council to appoint trial justices of 
the Superior Court to the Supreme Court. 

c. Supreme Court, Superior Court, District 
Court, Municipal Court justices, and Probate Court 
juriges are nominated and appointed by the Governor 
with the concurrence of a majority of the members 
of the Executive Council. The council is composed 
of five councilors elected biennially by the 
voters. All justices and judges hold their offices 
"during good behavior" until age 70. 

[Constitution, Part 2, Articles 46, 60, 73, 
78; R.S.A. §493:2] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the administrative head 

over all the Courts. He exercises administration 
and supervision over the entire court system 
through the Administrative Judge of the Supreme 
Court, the Director of Administrative Services to 
the Superior Court, the chief justice and Adminis­
trative Assistant of the Superior Court, and the 
Administrative Committee of the District and Muni~ 
cipal Courts. Reference Section 5.1 (General ad­
ministrative authority). 

The Chief Justice is responsible for super­
vising the efficient operation of the Supreme 
Court 4-

b. Reference Sections 5.2.b and 5.2.c (state­
level administrator). 

c. The Supreme Court clerk i~ appointed by and 
serves at the pleasure of the Suprene Court. The 
position is authorized by statute. At present, the 
clerk also fills the position of reporter of deci­
sions. He is responsible for personnel administra-
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tion, financial and records management, and office 
organization of the Supreme Court. 

(Const., Part 2, Art. 73-Aj R.S.A. §§490:l9, 
490A:2] 

1.6 Rule-making. The constitution of the state 
specifies that the Chief Justice, with the concur­
rence of a majority of the Supreme Court justices, 
makes rules governing the administration of all 
courts in the state and the practice and procedure 
to be followed in all such courts. The rules so 

~ promulgated have the force and effect of law. 
(Const., Part. 2, Art. 73-A] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in New 
Hampshire. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. Court rules designate the time 
for holding terms of court. Statutes require at 
least two terms annually in each county. 

(R.S.A. §496:l] 
3.2 Organization. The court sits in each of the 
state's 10 counties, normally at the county seat 
of government. At least one justice sits at each 
court location. 

[R.S.A. §496:l] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Superior Court sits at both law and 
equity and has original and exclusive jurisdiction 
over felony offenses, civil actions where the 
amount in controversy ~xceeds $5,000, and cond~m­
nation proceedings. The court has concurrent 
jurisdiction with the District Court over misde­
meanor offenses and civil actions where the amount 
in controversy exceeds $500 but is less than $5,000 
and the title to real estate is not involved. Jury 
trials are not held in the limited jurisdiction 
courts; therefore, all matters requiring juries are 
brought before the Superior Court. 

b. The Superior Court hears misdemeanor and 
violation appeals de novo from the District and 
Municipal Courts. 

[Const., Pt. 1, Art. 15, Pt. 1, Art. 20; 
R.S.A. §§49l:7, 498:1, 498-A:3, 592-A:2] 

3.4 Justices (15) 
a. The chief justice of the Superior Court is 

nominated and appointed by the Governor with the 
consent of the council, and serves until age 70. 
The Superior Court designates a presiding justice 
for the individual counties in each term of court. 

b. Superior Court justices' qualifications are 
not set by constitution or statute. In practice, 
Superior Court justices are members of the New 
Hampshire Bar Association whose names are submitted 
to the bar for comment prior to appointment by the 
Governor and Executive Council. .-

c. Superior Court justices are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 



justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 
[Const., Part 2, Art. 78; R.S.A. §493;2] 

3.5 Administration 
a. The chief justice of the Superior Court 

serves as the administrative head of the court. 
Presiding justices for the individual counties are 
designated by the chief justice each term of court. 

b. An administrative assistant is appointed by 
the chief justice. The assistant serves as the 
fiscal officer of the Superior Court and performs 
other duties as required by the chief justice. 
Clerks serve as the administrators for the individ­
ual courts. 

c. Superior Court clerks are constitutional 
officers. The justices of the Superior Court ap­
point a clerk for each of the state's 10 counties. 
The clerks serve at the pleasure of the justices. 
They are usually attorneys. The clerks adminis­
trate the individual courts. In addition, they are 
responsible for personnel administration, financial 
and records management, and office organization of 
the Superior Court. 

[Const., Part 2, Art. 82; R.S.A. §499:l; Admin­
istrative Assistant] 

3.6 Rule-making. The court, acting as a body, may 
from time to time establish rules and orders of 
practice, consistent with the laws, for conducting 
and regulating its business. Such rules must be 
approved by the Supreme Court. Administrative 
rules relating to the Superior Court can be issued 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Part 2, Art. 73-Aj R.S.A. §490-A:3] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 PROBATE COURT. Court terms for each court 
are specified in the statutes. 

[R.S.A. §549:l to §549:10] 
4.2.1 Organization. The Probate Court is a state 
court with 10 separate branches, one in each 
county. There are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[R.S.A. §547:3] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. lhe Probate Court has jurisdiction over the 
probate of wills, the granting of administration, 
and over all matters and things of probate juris­
diction relating to the sale, settlement, and final 
distribution of estates. It has concurrent juris­
diction with the Superior Court to interpret and 
construct wills and testamentary trusts. The court 
also appoints and removes conservators and guard­
ians of minors, mentally incompetent persons, and 
spendthrifts. The court's jurisdiction also ex­
tends to the adoption of children, the assignment 
of homestead in the estates of deceased persons, 
and the changing of legal names. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[Const., Part 2, Art. 80; R.S.A. §§170-B:ll, 
547:3, 547:4, 547:5, 547:7] 

4.4.1 Judges (10 part-time) 
a. A presiding judge is appointed for each 

county. 
b. Probate Court judges' qualifications are not 

set by constitution or statute. In practice, Pro­
bate Court judges are members of the New Hampshire 
Bar Association whose names are submitted to the 
bar for comment prior to appointment by the Gover­
nor and Executive Council. 

c. Probate judges are selected in the same man­
ner and for the same term as Supreme Court jus­
tices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[R.S.A. Section 547] 
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4.5.1 Administration 
a. Each Probate Court has a presiding judge. 
b. The registers provide day-to-day administra­

tion of the Probate Court. Reference Section 
4 .5 . 1. c below. 

c. Registers of probate are constitutional of­
ficers elected to 2-year terms by the voters of the 
counties. The registers are responsible for per­
sonnel administration, financial and records man­
agement, and office organization of the Probate 
Court. 

[Const., Part 2, Art. 71; R.S.A. §64:l] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may promul­
gate procedural rules for the Probate Court. A 
majority of the state's probate judges may also 
promulgate rules that are subject to the approval 
of the Supreme Court. 

[R.S.A. §547:33] 

4.1.2 DISTRICT COURT. Each District Court judge 
determines his own sessions. 

[R.S.A. §§502-A:l, 502-A:2] 
4.2.2 Organization. The state is divided into 41 
judicial districts. Boundaries of each district 
are specified in the statutes. There are no spe­
cialized divisions of the court. 

[R.S.A. §502-A:l] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has original jurisdiction 
over all crimes and offenses involving a fine not 
exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment up to 1 year, or 
both. The court's criminal jurisdiction does not 
extend to those incorporated areas still maintain­
ing their Municipal Cour.ts. The court's exclusive 
civil jurisdiction extends to civil cases not in­
volving title to real estate or exceeding $500. 
The court has concurrent jurisdiction with the Su­
perior Court in actions not involving title to real 
estate and not exceeding $5,000. Original juvenile 
proceedings are conducted in the District Court. 

b. The District Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[R.S.A. §§169:B-D, 502-A:ll, 502-A:14] 
4.4.2 Justices (9 full-time; 75 special or part­
time) 
-----a. Statutes specify that each District Court 
shall consist of one justice and one special jus­
tice (who substitutes when a justice is disabled 
or disqualified for a case). 

b. District Court justices must be county resi­
dents And '~e a learned, able and discreet per­
sones) specially qualified by training and experi­
ence for the performance of his (their) duties." 
Wherever possible, justices and special justices 
are chosen from qualified persons who are also mem­
bers of the Bar of New Hampshire. 

c. District Court justices are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[R.S.A. §§502-A:3, 502-A:4] 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. Each District Court has a presiding judge. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

over all the districts of the District Court. The 
Administrative Committee of the District and Mu­
nicipal Courts serves in an advisory capacity with 
regard to administrative procedures. Con®ittee 
members are appointed by the Supreme Court. The 
cJmmittee consists of three District Court justices 
and two Municipal Court justices. It superintends 
the keeping of court records and it has general 
advisory powers in relation to the District and 
Municipal \~ourts. The committee employs a full­
time executive secretary or director, and one full­
time secretary. 

. l. 

.c. District Court clerks are constitutional 
offlcers, who are appointed by and serve at the 
ple~sure ~f t~e District Court justices. Some of 
t~elr ~utles lnclude personnel administration 
flnanclal and records management and offl' ' . t' f ,ce organ-
lza lon 0 the District Court. 

[Const., Part 2, Arts. 73-A, 82; R.S.A. 
§§502-A:7, 502-A:8, 502-A:18, 502-A:19-a] 

4.6.2 Ru~e-making. District Court rules relatin 
to practlce, procedure, forms, and records are g 
promulgated by the Supreme Court S h 1 t' . uc promu ga-
lons a:e.norma:ly based on the recommendations of 

the Admlnlstratlve Committee of the Dist . t d M . . 1 C rlC an 
unlclpa ourts. The latest rules of the D' t . t d M . . lS rlC 

an unlclpal Courts were approved by the Supreme 
Court on May 1, 1979, to take effert on July 3 
1979. -, 

[Const., Part 2, Art. 73-A; R.S.A. §§ 
502-A:19-a] 502-A:18, 

4.1.3 MU~ICIPAL COURT. Each Court determines its 
own seSSlons. These courts are gradually being 
phased out of existence pursuant to statute. 

[R.S.A. §§502:4; 502:31; 502:A-35] 
4.2.3 Organ~zation. There are presently 15 Hunici­
pal Courts ln New Hampshire The geogra h' . . d' . . P lC Jurls-
lctlon.of each ~runicipal Court extends to the 

boundarles of the town in which it is located 
There are no specialized divisions of the cou;t. 

[R.S.A. §502-18] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
. . a • . Th: Municipal Court has the same criminal 
J~rlsdlctlon as the District Court. Referencp. Sec­
t 70n.4.3.2.a. The Municipal Court has civil juris­
dlc:lon over landlord and tenant actions and small 
clal~s cases ~ot exceeding $500, neither of which 
may lnvolve tltle to real estate. 

. ~. The Municipal Court has no appellate J'uris­
dlCtlon. 

[R.S.A: §§502:18, 503:1, 503:3-a] 
4.4.3 Justlces (15 part-time, 5 special justices) 

. a. St~tutes specify that each Municipal Court 
w~ll conslst of one ju~tice and one special J'us­
tlce. 

b. Municipal Court J'ust' b lces must e "learned, 
able, and discreet." 

c. Municipal Court justices are selected in the 
~ame.manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
Justlces. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[R.S.A. §502:1] 
4.5.3 Administration 

a. Each ~!unicipa'l Court has a presiding J'us­
tice. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
over all the municipalities of the Munic' 1 C Th Ad " . lpa ourt. 

e .. mlnlstrat lve Committee of the District and 
M~nlclpal Courts s:r~es in an advisory capadty 
wlth rega:d to admlnlstrative procedures. Refer­
ence Sectlon 4.5.2.c. 

c .. The duties of the Hunicipal Court clerks are 
prescrlbed by statute. Some of their duties 
tnclude personnel administration, financial and 
records management and offl'ce 0 . . 
M . . ' rganlzatlon of the 
unlclpal Court. 

[R.S.A. §502:14 (Supp. 1979)J 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Municipal Court rules are 
promulga~ed by the Supreme Court based on the rec­
ommen~atl~ns of the Administrative Committee of 
the DIstrlct and Municipal Courts Ref S 
tion 4.6.2. • erence ec-
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State-Level Administration 

5.1 .. Gen:ral administrative authoritl' The Chief 
~UStlC: lS consitutiona11y designated as the admin­
lstratlve head over all the courts. With the con­
c~rrence of a ~ajority ~f the Supreme Court jus­
tlces, he may lSsue admlnistrative rules for all 
courts of the state. Such rules have the force and 
effect of law. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Part 2, Art. 73-A] 
5.2 Administrative Office of the Courts 

.a. There is no established administrative 
offlce o~ the courts in New Hampshire. 

b. Dlrector of Administrative Services to the 
Supreme Court 

. (I? The position of Director of Administra-
tlve Servlces to the Supreme Court was established 
by the.Supre~e Court through a grant from the New 
Hampshlre Crlme Commission. 

(2) The Director of Administrative Services 
must be.a graduate of a four-year college with a 
degr : e ln public administration, business 'adminis­
tratlo~, or ~ related field. He must have had 
extenslve prlor experience in court administration. 

.. (3) ~ contractual employee, the Director of 
Admlnlstratlve Services performs the f 11 . 
duties: 0 OWlng 

(a) Coordinates administrative services 
to all elements of the court system. 

(b) Develops sound records management 
and accounting procedures • 

(c) Establishes centralized purchasing. 
. (d? Develops and maintains the manage-

ment lnformatlon system. 
(e) Creates and administrates a court 

system personnel structure. 
(f) Coordinates required research and 

development activities. 

" (g) Processes all requests for forms 
revlslon, rules revision, and requests for federal 
and private funding for the courts. 

c. Administrative Judge of the Supreme Court. 
(1) In March 1978, the Supreme Court issued 

a~ order establishing the position of Administra­
t 7ve Judge. The order appointed an associate jus­
tlce of the Supreme Court to fill the position. 

(2) The order directed the Administrative 
Judge to perform the following duties: 

(a) Auvise, assist, and make recom­
mendations to t~e Supreme Court in respect to 
developing and lmplementing standards, policies 
p~ans, and prog:ams for improving the administr~­
tlon, coordlnatlon, and effectiveness of the c t 
system. our 

(b) Make recommendations to the Supreme 
Cou:t. for p:oposed laws and programs to improve the 
admlnlstratlon, coordination, and effectiveness of 
the court system. 

. (c) Promote cooperation and coord ina-
tlon between the administrative offices of the 
court. 

. .(~) St~dy and recommend improvements 
7n the.admlnlstratlOI1 of Supreme Court committees 
l~cludlng but not limited to organization opera-' 
tlons budget . . d' . , , .. ' ~urls lctlon, rules and procedures, 
and a~mlnlstratlve, clerical, fiscal, and personnel 
practlces. 

" ~e) Re9uest and receive from any COurt 
admlnlstratlve o~flce such assistance, information 
and data as reqUIred. ' 

-~--- -~ ~~--~------
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Figure 2: New Hampshire state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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(f) Supervise the collection, compila­
tion, and publication of statistics and other 
court-related data. 

(g) Make a monthly report concerning 
his work and an annual report on the state of the 
court system. 

(h) Exercise additional powers and per­
form other functions and duties as assigned by the 
Supreme Court. 

d: Office organization. There are no provi­
sions for an administrative office of courts or 
staff at this time. There are, however, six staff 
members providing services in the following areas: 
systems analysis, records management, and forms 
development; court coordination; payroll, account­
ing, budgeting, and purchasing; training, publica­
tions, legislative liaison, and executive liaison; 
and planning and research activities including 
statistical compilation, judicial planning, re­
search, statistical analysis, legal services, and 
legislative drafting. 

[Supreme Court Order, March 9, 1978; Director 
of Administrative Services] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6 . 1. 1 SUPREMF; COURT AND SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.1-' Jud icial referee 

a. Retired justices may be assigned to assist 
either court. 

b. Judicial refere~s may be assigned to hear 
and determine particular cases in either court or 
may be assigned by the Chief Justice of the Supe­
rior Court to assist the justice of the Superior 
Court in any county in the general disposition of 
any matters pending in the COU1't. Referees, how­
ever, are not authorized to pre~ide at trials by 
jury or to enter judgments. 

[R.S.A. §§49l.23, 493-A:l] 

6.1.2 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.2 Auditor, master, marital mast\~r, and referee 

a. The Superior Court may appoirit auditors, 
masters, and referees. 

b. In actions referred to auditoi~, masters, 
and referees, the hearing proceeds acdording to the 

rules of law or equity and the practice in court. 
Marital masters hear contested and uncontested 
domestic relations cases. The repot',t of a master, 
auditor, or referee is presented to the justice 
for his order and thereafter sent to the counsel, 
who preserve their righl:1l as though the case were 
originally heard by a justice of the Superior 
Court. 

[Superior Court Rules, 81 to 85] 

Judicial Dis~ipline 
, ,~\ 

7.1 Committee fn Judicial Conduct., The committee 
consists of sev~n members appointed by the Supreme 
Court. It inclu~.es one active or retired Supreme 
Court justice, on\" active or retired Superior Court 
justice, one Disti<,ct or Probate Court judge, two 
members of the state bar, and two citizens. 

[Supreme Court Rule 39] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The com­
mittee conoiders all complaints submitted in 
writing and signed by a complainant having stand­
ing, and not obviously unfounded or frivolous, al­
leging a violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
After receiving notic~, of the complaint, the judge 
has 20 days to submit 'l1is answer. If a formal 
hearing is deemed necessary, 30 days notice must 

'be given to both parties. If it appears that a 
violation haa occurred, the committee forwards a 
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report of its findings to the Supreme Court to-· 
gether with a record of the proceedings. Ail 
hearings and proceedings of the committee are pr.i­
vate and all records are confidential. Upon re­
ceipt of the report, the Supreme Court schedules a 
private hearing, at which the judge can appear ill 
person or be represented by coull.sel. The judge 
will be heard on the facts and the law. The court 
then files a written opinion directing such disci­
plinary action as it finds just and proper, or ex" 
onerating the judge complained against. It may 
also retu~n the matter to the committee with the 
direction that an oral reprimand be given. Only 
the final written opinion and judgment of the Su­
preme Court ordering disciplinary action shall be 
made public. 

[Supreme Court Rule 39] 
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Figure 1: New Jersey court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appeal in conati1:utional questions," ___ • 

capital cases, certifications, dissents 
in, Appellate Division, and as provided 
by law. 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR, COURT 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, except Muni­

cipal Courts, and from administrative 
agencies, except Wage and Hour Section 
of Labor and Industry. 

SUPERIOR COURT (20" 
214 judges __ '" 

LAW DIVrSIOll 
JU'f,"lsd,iction: 

t 

,CHANCERY DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: 

- CivU actions not 
,.ssigned to 
Chancery Division. 

- Criminal cases. 
,Appeals from Munici­

pal Courts. 

- (.eneral equity, 
matrimonial, 
pro!mte. 

No app&llate juris­
diction.'. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT (21) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- CiviJ actions under $3,000, 

landlord and tenant, small 
claims under $500. 

:- Minor criminal and ordinance 
violations. Concurrent erminal 
and quasi-criminal jurisdiction 
wi th Municipal Courts. I 

- Traffic matters. 
Jury trials. 

~------'------------~ TAX COURT 
9 judges 

~------~-~--------~ SMALL CLAIMS TAX COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from the' 

Division of Tax­
ation in the 
Department of 
Treasury. 

DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals under 

$2,000. 

.... 

JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT (21) 
33 judges 

JUVENILE DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive juris­

diction in 
juvenile matters. 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
DIVISIOfI 

Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations 

(except divorce) 
and adoption 
matters. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

, '. 
. i/ 

Interlocutory 
orders in 

cases involving 
death penalty. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (526) 
2 full-time, 370 part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Bastardy proceedings. 
- Probable cause hearings on 

indictable offenses. Minor 
criminal and ordinsnce viola­
tions. Fish and game, and 
navigation violations. 

- Traffic matters. 
No jury trials. 

SURROGATE'S COURT (21) 
21 surrogates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Uncontested probate matters. 
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Court ci.f. Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The 'Supreme Court sits in 
Trenton unless the Chief Justice or a presidihg 
judge deems it temporarily necessary or desirable 
to convene court elsewhere. The court holds one 
term annually, cocunencingon the date fixed by the 
Chief Justice. 

c. The Governor nominates. and appoints Supreme 
~" Court justices, with the advi~e and consent of the 
~Senate. No nomination may be~sent to the Senate 

for confinnation until after 71\ days public notice 
by the Governor. Justices sed.',e an initial 6-year 
term, and. upon reappointment. ":\lerve until retire-

[Rules Governing the .Gburts of the State, of New 
Jersey (hereinafter Rules) R.l:30-2,. R.2:l3-3] 

1.2 Organization. Five justices constitute a 
quorum. The S.upreme Court does not sit in panels 
or divisions'. ' 

[Rules, R.2:l3-26] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

!/ 

a. The Supreme Cour~ ~(ay exercise such original 
jurisdiction as may be net\essary to the complete 
determination of any matter on review. Necessary 
temporary relief, stays, and emergency orders may 
be granted, with or without nol:ice, by 8 ... si(1g1e 
justice of the court. The Supreme Court has juris­
diction over the admission to the practice of law 
and the discipline of persons admitted. 

b. T'ae Supreme Court "exercises appellat~ juris­
diction in the last resort in all C83es provided 
in the constitution. 

Appeals may be taken to the Supreme Court from 
final judgments as of right: (a) in cases deter­
mined by the AppallateDivision of the Superior 
C.ourt involving substanHal questions under the 
federal or state constitution; (b) in cases where 
there is disaent in the Appellate Division of the 
Superior Court; (c) in capita~ cases; and (d) in 
such other cases as provided by law.' In practice, 
appeals may be certified to theS'aprem~ Court by 
the Superior Court and, where provided by rules of 
the Supreme Court, by the courts of limited juris­
diction. 

Appeals may be tal;en to the Supreme Court by 
its leave from interlocutory orders (a) of trial 
courts in cases wilere the death pepalty has been 
?rmay be imposed and in postconviction proceedings 
in cases in which the death penalty was imposed; 
(b) of the Appellate Division when necessary to 
prevent irreparable injury and; (c) on certifica­
tion by the Supreme Court to the Appellate tiivitlion 
pursuant to Rule R.~: 12-1. 

[Constitution, Article 6, Section 5. P/iragraph 
3; Const .. Art. 6, 52. '2; Const., Art. 6,52, 
,~; Const., Art. 6~ 15, H; ~les. R.2:2 .... l • 

ment. All vacancies are treate~ alike in that all 
judges are appo,inted for full te'pns. 

[Const., Art. 6. §6,U; conht •• Art. 6,56, 
t2; Const •• Art. 11. §4, n;\'~dministrative, 
Director of the Courts] ~' 

1.5 Administration 
<to The Chief Justice is the ad:l1inistrative head 

of the' courts in the state. He ex~rcises adminis ... 
tration and supervision of the enti,Fe court system 
through the Administrative Director\of the Courts. 
the presiding judge of the Appellat~ Division. the 
assignll!ent judge£! and tr:ial court adll)inistrators 
of the Superior Court vicin!lges. and \\the presiding 
judge of the l'ax Court. Reference Se\'rtion 5.1 
(GEmeral administrative authority). ~'he Chief 
Justice. however. has no specifically 'I1rticulated 
duties with regard to the &dl!linistrati~\,n of the Su-
preme Court. ' 

b. Reference Section S.~2.b (stat;e-H,\Vel admin-
istrator). \ ~: 

c. The clerk of the Supre,me Court iS1appointed 
by the court and is supervise~by the Adm.inistra­
tive Director of the Cotit-es (reference Se,~tion 
5.2.b). In practice~ the clerk is resp~~s:ible for 
h;erving as SecretaFY to~the Board, of Bar El,taminers, 
th~ Committee on mfl1racter. and the Trial Attorney 
Cet'l;,ification Board. In these capacities. \~he 
clerk, d,irects the administration of bar admissions/ ,. 
and :is responsible for the administrative en,\ of·, 
the specidizedprogram. 'He is also responsible 
for processing all appellate matters ~or~the ~ourt 
from the initiation of eal!es to the ~il:tng of:, , 
opinions; processing disciplin~ry ~matters; hir~.ng 
and promot;,ing employees in j:ne OfHce. of the Clerk 
(with the exception of, the deputy clerk) in acctird­
ance'with Civil Service regulations; de'velopi.1\g ': 
forms for use in the a.bovefunctiorts; and handlittg 
administrative matters in areas not handled by th" 
Administrative 'Director of. tl1e CIJurts;",'­

[Const •• Art. 6, 57, '3; New Jersey Statutes 
Annotated (hereinafter N.J.S.A.) Section 
2A:1-2;' A,dministrative Director of .the Courts] 

. <;;~ R.2:9-8, R.2:l0-5 .• ; Administrative Director of 

1.6 Rule .. makin&. The Supreme Court makes rule.s 
governing the administration of, all, cQUr!:8 in the 
state, apd subject to law; .thepract:i.ceand pro ... 
cedutE! /.1n.a11 such c~l\rts.·· . 

.lilIIl OW 

'" the Courts 1 
,:L4 Justices (7) 

a. The Chief Jus.tice ia designated by the 
Governor upon his appointment to t'be court. He!( 
serves. a 7-year term; and can be reappo~nteduntil 
age 70. " !.~; t 

~. Supreme Court justices. priqr"to their 
appointments" must have been' admitted to the prac­
tice of la,w in New Jersey for at l~ast: lOyear~. 
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·s 

[COIlSt •• Art. 6.I.S2, '3] 

Inte~ediate Appellate COUrt 

2.1 APPEl.LATE DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR COURT. The 
~~llate Division sits· inTr~n,tQ~, Newar~, and 
Hackensack unless the Chief Just~~ce or the presid­
ing'dudge of the Appellate Division deems it 

t7:!,·, 

D' 

, 



(' 

... 
" 

, 
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temporarily necessary, or d,esirab1e to convene court 
elsewhere. The"court holds one term annually com­
mencing on such!4ate as fJxed by the Chief Justice. 

[Rules R.l:30-2, R.2:13-3] 
.2.2 Organization. The Al?pellate Division sits in 
parts, each consisting qf three judges, as the 
Ch.ief Justice designatet? The number of parts is 
determined by the rules of the Supreme Court. At 
present, there are seVl!n parts. Unless the parties 
agree to a panel of two judges, all three judges 
must sit to form a qUJrum. 

[Const., Art. 6, §3, ~3j Rules, R.2:l3-2j 
Administrative Director of the Courts] 

2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Appellate Division may exercise such 

original jurisdiction as may be necessary to the 
l~omplete determillation of any cause on review. 

b. The Appellate Division may hear appeals as 
a matter of right from the Law and Chancery Divi­
slons of the Superior Courtj from the County Dis­
trict Court and from the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court only in civil cases other than 
ba!ltardy and paternity proceedings; from summary 
contempt proceedings in all trial courts except 
Muntcipal courtsj and from administrative adjudi­
catIons or rule-making proceedings so long as fur­
ther administrative review is not possible. The 
Appellate Division also hears appeals from the 'J!ax 
Court:. 

[Const ., Art. 6, §5, ~2; Const. Art. 6",§5, 
~.3j N.J.S.A. §§2A:3A-lO, 2A:4-40, U .. :lO-3, 
2A:18-4j Rules, R.2:2-3] . 

2.4 Judges (currently 21j number varies depending 
on wor(doad) 
----a--. A presiding judge for administration is 
designated by the Chief Justice as being respon­
sible for the administration of the Appellate Divi­
sion. The presiding judge serves at the pleasure 
of the Chief Justice. There is also a presiding 
judge for each part of the Appellate Division. 

b. Appellate Division judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c. Appellate Division judges are Superior Court 
judges, who are selected in the same manner as 
Supreme Court justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 
Assignments to the Appellate Division of the Supe­
rior Court are made by the Chief Justice. Assign­
ments are made annually, but once assigned j a judge 
often remains indefinitely on the Appell,~te Divi­
sion. 

[Const., Art. 6, §7, ~2j Rules R.2:l3-1(b); 
Administrative Director of the Courts} 

2.5 Administration 
a. The presi4ing judge for administration is 

responsible for the general administration of the 
Appellate Divioion. He is responsible for the 
following duties: controlli~g caseflowj supervis­
ing judges' productivity and conduct; making recom­
mendations to the Chief Justice as to assignment 
of judges to parts in the Appellate Division; 
making recommendations to the Supreme Court as to 
cases for certiorari; interpreting court rules; 
developing and implementing ~dministrative poli­
cies; and supervising operations of the Office of 
the Clerk of the Appellate Division. 

b. There is no provision for' an administrator 
for the Appellate Division. Reference Section 
5.2.b (etate-level administrator). 

c. The Supreme Court appoints a deputy clerk 
who serves as clerk. of the Appellate Division. The 

- ' 

clerk is generally responsible to the Administra­
tive Director of the Courts and the Chief Justice. 
The clerk is responsthle for the calendar of the 
Appellate Division. 

[N.J.S.A~j§2A:2-7j Rules, R.2:13-l(b); Adminis­
trative Director of the Courts] 

2.6 Rule-making. Reference 'Section 1.6. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The Superior Court holds one 
\term annually, commencing on the date fixed by the 
, ~~ief Justice. Within each term of the Superior 

O:>urt, 3 sessions are held at times fixed by the 
Chief Justice. ' 

[Rules, R.l:30-2] 
3.2 Organization. The Superior Court. is divided 
into the Appellate (reference Intermediate Appel­
late Court above), Law, and Chancery Divisions. 
The Chancery and Law Divisions are divided into 
such parts as may be provided by the rules of the 
Supreme Court. The 21 counties in which the Law 
Division sits are divided into 12 vicinages, each 
consisting of 1 or more counties. 

[Const., Art. 6, §3, ~3j Administrative Direc­
tor of the Courts] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Law Division has general jurisdiction 

over all criminal matt~rs and all ciVil proceedings 
not assigned to the Chancery Div:l,sion. Both divi.., 
sions may hear cases involving both law and equity. 
Probate matters, when contested, are transferred 
from the Surrogate's Court to either the Law or 
Chancery Division of the Superior Court, depending 
on the type of relief sought. 

The Chancery Divlsion has jurisdiction over 
general equity, probate, and dome5~ic relations 
cases, including exclusive juril;jici:ion over di­
vorce proceedings. The Superio,r Court has concur­
rent jurisdiction with the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court as to custody, chil4, support, and 
civil commitments. (Reference Section 4.3.2.a) 
The Superior Court also has criminal jurisdiction 
over the child abuser. 

b. The Law Division has appellate jurisdiction 
over appeals from the Municipal Court ~nd over the 
decisions of certain administrat:l.ve agencies. The 
Chancery Division has no a'ppellate juriscl,icton. 
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[Const., Art. 6, S3, 1ftl; Rule!J, R.4:3d(a)(1), 
R.4:71-l, R.4:75, R.4:94-l(b); Administrative 
Dir(~ctor of the Courts] 

3.4 Judges (214) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

the Law and Chancery DivisioTils. The Chief Justice, 
however"d(,!signates a judge of the Superior Court 
as assigtunent judge for each vicinage, to serve at 
his pleasure. ' 

b. Superior Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Secti,on 1.4.b. 

c .. Superior Court judges are selected in the 
same manne~ and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Rules, R.1:33-l] 
3.5 Administration 

, a. Whereas there is no pro,rision for a chief 
judge over the Law and ChallceryDivisions, the 
assignment judge of each vicinage is responsible 
for the administration of all courts in his juris­
dictio>ri~' His duties include supervision of judges, 
clerk,s, and jury commissioners; lIIa~gi,~ment of court 

J .. ' 

lJ 

0, 

" 

" 

calendarsj and implementation and. enforcememt of 
the rules and policies of the court system." , , 

b. There, is no provision for an administrator 
over the Law and Chancery Divisions. ' AsslgDIIIJent 
judges are assisted by trial court adminlstratofs 
in each vi~inage chosen by joint selection by the 
Administrative Director and the respective assign­
ment judge. The duties of the administrators in­
clu,de the following: preparllti,!)n and submission 
of the b'J~gets for courts; the recruiting hiring' 
training, ~valuating, and monitoring of p~r80n~el' 
for the cod.rts; management of space, equipment and 
facilities; 'dissemination of information cOllce;ning 
tha courts; procurement of suppliesa:nd services; 
preparation of reports; 'jury manageu\ent; study and 
improvement of caseflowj ti3e standards and calen­
daring; research and development of effective 
administrative imprOVeUltintj ,t~e ensuring of the 
appearance of defendants before the court after 
arrest; rese-arch planni\,?-g~ anqdevelop~~nt of 
reform project:~;and lis\ison "it~ other elements 
of the state ani.\ local criillilU\l justice and social 
service systems. ",' 

c. The clerks t;>f the iSuperior Court are 
appointed by the Supreme Court and must be attor­
neys. "They are responsib~,e for the follOWing , 

, dutie,a ~" recording, filinS'" docketing, and proces-
~;-, - \~~8il)~.)::ourt p19adiIigB; main~a~nlng' a centrs! file 

"~l a.Ll wills; stot'ine and, ret rieving all records 
o~ the court; processingullcontested foreclosure 
m~~ters; maintaining the COllrt' s truei=t fund, and 
c~,llecting all fees for Law and Appellate DiVision 

,J!4atters. 
[Const., Art. 6, §7" 1f3; N.J.S.A. §'2A:2-3; 
Rules, R.l:33-3, R!1:J4-2,~!",Crim!nal JIJstice 
Plan for New JerseY, p. i~f Administrative 
Director of the Courts] , 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jllrisdic:tion 
. ' , 'l\, \\ 
".1.1 COUNTY D;~;~TRICT COURT. '])~e County District, 
Court holds one,!term annually, I!ommencing on the 
date fixed by the Chief Justice.\ ' 

[Rules, R.1':30-2] "\1 

4.2.1 Organization. There is on~~ County District 
Court in each c~unty. Whenever~ny County District 
Court exercises itEi criminal juri\9diction, the ' 
court may be divided into criminal and civil parts. 
A Small Cla~ms Div1aion may be est:ablished 

[N.J.S.A. S§2A:6-l4, 2A:6-38; i~A:6-43; 'Annual 
Report, p. xiU] , "~ ---

4.3.1 Jurisdiction' 
a. The CO~Dfstrict Court has jurisdiction 

,~n civil acdons involving $3,000 or'lessj ",1 

landl~~d-~enant caaes;cre~itors' ac~iollsaga1nst 
d~Fedents estates; ,and s,mall c1aims'involving less 
than $500; The court has concurrent jurisdiction' 
with the Municipal Court in ordinance Violations 
and nonindictable offenses .'.~ 

The Small Claims Divfsion ~i''jurisdj,ction 
where the sum involved is, lessthi:ln $'500. has ju_O 
risdiction in ~ctio~s in'contract, acti()ns for pro-' 
perty dama,~es res\lltin~,fromnegl1gence in a motor 
accide~t, "8n~ actions ti~tween a landloJ;d and tenant 
involving a security deposit. ' 

b. The County D1s:trict Court has no apll'e'11at~ 
jUJ;isdiction. ' 

[~.J.S.A. §§2A:6-34, 2A:6-42] 
4.4.1 Judges (39)" ' 

a.ln each co~nty a County DIstrict Cour.t j\ldge 
is designated a,!l presiding jIJdge by 'rule of the 
Supreme Court, and serves at the pleastire of the 
Chief Justice. ' 

b. County District Court judges must meet 'the 
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same qual1ficati,ons~ a.sSupreme Court justices. 
Refe·rence Sec tion 1.,4. b., ' 

c. County District Court judges are appointed 
by the Governor, by and with the advice of tbe 
Senate. ' , 

[N.J.S.A. SS2A:4-7.4, 2A:6-3.S" 2A: 6:-8 , 
2A:6-8.l, 2A:6-9, 2A:6-ll; Rules,R.l:33-lj 
Administrative Di'rector of the Courts]" 

4.5.1 Administration ' 
, a. The presiding judges ·of the counties of the 

County District; Court.1l:!,lve n08pe~~fica;Uyarticu-o 
lated administrative dlitiee. The ilSsignme~t" judges 
of ,the Superior Court vicinages are primarily re­
sponsible for the administrs,tion of the County 
District Court. Reference Section 3.5.l.a. 

b~ There are no ,proviSions for administrators 
of the County ~istrict,court in each county. The 
trial court administrators of the Superior Court 
vicinages assist the assignment judges. Reference 
Section,3.5.l.b. " 

c. The clerk of the County District Court is 
appointed by the presiding judge. The clerk's 
duties are determ1nedby the judge or presiding 
judge of the court, theasdgnment judge of the 
Superior Court,o~ the Admillistrs,!:ive Director of 
the Courts. The c:'l~:k fa respons1.blefor the fol­
lowing, duties: , supent1sing or aSSisting in the 
superv.sion ofcle!:'ica1i" ~bookkeeping ahd related 
emp1oye~,s working for the"'court; interviewing,' 
(ielecting, disd,pl1ning, and dismissing staff 
employees as required; training or ass!sting"in the 
training of newly hired ,e,mployees; assisUng in 
budget preparation; preparing and following up on 
purchase requisitions" personnel actions:, and court 
orders; receiving and acting upon COmplaints 
regardi llg court,operations; and assignJ,ng cases to 
court calendar and notifying all persollsinvolved. 

[N.J. S •• ). §2A:6-1~; Rules, R.l :34"2; Adminis-
trative DirectOr of the Courts] . G 

4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 JUVENILE AND,DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURr'~ The 
JUVenile and Domestic Relations Court holds one 
term annually, commencing on the date fixed by the 
Chief Justice. ' 

[Rules, R.l:30-2] 
4.2.2 Organization. There is one Juvellile and 
Domestic Relations Court in ea~h county. In 
counties with more thaq one judge for the court', 
the court ~ite in two divisions: the Domestic ' 
Relations Diviiiion0and the Juvenile. Division. 

[N.J.S.A. §2A:4-4.2j Annual Report, p. xiii] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction ' 

. . a.The JuvenIle, and Domestic Relations Court 
has exclusive jurisdiction In juvenile dt'!l.inquency 
and dependency and neglect cases and excihsive 
jurisdiction over the child in child a.buse cases. 
These courts also have jUJ;isdictioh over domestic 
relations matters, except <l.fvorce pr~.geedings. 

~n counties with more than o~e- judge as~ 
signed ~o the cou~t, the court i~ diVided into two 
divisions, the juvenile division and the domestic 
relation~, divil!ion, with the court,IIi jurisdiction ,:c;?' 

divided t$t;:tween the two. C',I 

h. The Juvenile and Domestic Re1atioi(ii Court 
has no appellate jurisdiction. '/1 ,~ 

[N.J.S.A. S§2A:4":18, 2A:4~46] . I,I! 
4.4.2 Judges (33) Ii, 

• a ~ The 'Chid Justice designates' a presidi~i" 
judge. of each «ourt to serve at his pl~lasur~. ',' , 

~~;;~uvenile and Dom~lil'ti,~ J!.eliJ,tionsi/court jud8e~' II 
apPoinf;ed after July 24,' 1970,must ha1lebeenad- ' 
mitted'tothepractice of law 'in New'J/hsey for at 
least 10. years. II' , 

c. Juvenile and Domestic Relat,ion~ Court judgeS 
'I' 

II 

. ,\ 

, 
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are appOinted by the GO'vernor with the advic;e lip,d 
consent of the Senate. " 

[N.J .S.A. §§2A;4-4, 2A:4-4(a), 21.:4-8; Ru~,~l" 
R.I;33-1j Administrative Director of the Cour~s) 

4.5.2 Administration 
a •. The, presiding judges of the. courts have no 

specifically ~rticu1ated admiQistrative duties. 
The assignment judges of the. Superior Court are 
primarily responsible for the administ~ation of the . 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. Reference 
Sect"ion 3.5.1.a • ' 

. b. There ate no provisions for administrators 
ror the Juvenile 'and DOlI\estic RelatioM court. The 
trial court administi'Ii!:crs of the vicinages assist 
the assignment judges." Reference Section 3.5.1.b. 

c. The county clerk !l1.~y serve a~ ,i!lerk of the 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Cou:c;t:, or the judge 
may appoint Ii clerk. The clerk' s dut;i~s are det,er­
mined'by the judge o~ the court he serves, the 
assignment judge, ap.d the Administrative Direct.or 
of the Courts. The clerk is responsible for the , 
following duties: supervising or assisting, in the 
supervision of clerical, boo~keep1ng~ and related 
employees working for the court; interViewing, 
selecting, disciplining, and dismissing 3,taff 
employees\' as required; training or assisting in the. 
training of newly hired emplQyeesj assisting in 
budget preparationj preparing and certifying 
office payroll; preparing and follOWing up on 
purchase requieitions, personnel actions, and 

, court orderij receiving and a~~ingupol\ complaints 
'\.regarding court operations; and assigning cases to 
,,"court calendar and notifying all persons involved. 

[N.J.S.A. §2A:4-12; Rules ~.l.:34-2; Admini!;­
trative Director of the Courts) 

4.6. 2 :F.~~le-making. Reference Sec tion 1. 6. 

4.1.3 SURROGATE'S COURT. surrog8.te~s Court handles 
uncontested prob;J,ce matters. Contested matters are 
fil~d itltl1~i Supt.!'rior Court. 

[Offi'ce .;':-£ the Administrative Director of the 
Co.urts] 

4.2.3 Organization. One surrogate is electec;l in, 
each county. There are no specialized divisions 
of the court. 

[Const. Art. 6, §2, ~2; N.J.S.A. §2A:5-1) 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction ' 

a. Surrogates have jurisdiction in uncontested 
probate matters. /.) 

b. surrogates have no appellate jurisdictioI\. 
[N.J.S.A.§2A;S:---1. Rules, R.4;84 ... I(d)] 

4.4.3 surrogatea(21) 
a. Because each court has only one /3urrog~te, 

there are. no. presid:l,ll.~ j)ldges. " 
b. Each surrogate, before assuming office, mist 

secure a performance bond in a sum of between 
$15,000 and $50,000 as the need may appear. 

c. surrogates are el~cted to 5-year te_;!Ds by . 
the voters of their. respectiv,e counties aCgeneral 
electiona.. . 

[Const., Art. 7",2',1£2; N.J.&.A. §2A;5-"2j 
4.5.3 Admlnistr~ .,.' 

a'. Ther~ are no provision!! for predding .,judges 
for the surrogate's CO\1rt. ThE! assigIllilentjudges 
of the Superior' Court are responsible for "the 
administration of the Surrogate's CO\1rt ~ Reference 
Secd.on :3'.5.1.a. . . 

b~Thereare no provisions for admi,nistrators 
for the .Surrogatels Court. The trial court admin~ " 
!stra.tors of'tne Vicinages assist; thE!ass~gnment 
judges • li~ference Section 3.5 o,! •. ~" .' 

c. The surrogate ,serveR as\la'~ Qwn clerk. 

4.6.3 R\\le-making. Reference ~ection 1.6. 

4.1.4 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Muni~ipal C01.\rt hold!; 
one term ;J,unua!l:r, commencing on'\he\date fixed by 
the Chief Justice. 

[Rules,R.l;3Q-2) 
4.2.4 Organization. A Mu~cipal Court may ~H in 
partsj if one part sitt;ing in da~ly session has 
been designated as a ~raffic Court, traffic 
offenses are tried in this part only. 

[Rules, R.7;6~5) . 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

" '. 

, " 

" 

sible for the administr~tion of the Municipal ~ 
Court. Reference Section 3;5.l.a. 

b. There are no. provHlions ,for administrators 
for the Municipal Court. The trial court; 
administrators of the.vicinage~ assiat the assign­
ment jud~es. Reference Se.ction 3.5.1.b. , 0"" 

c. Tha govern~ng body of the municipality may 
provide, by ordinance 01:' re/3ol\1f;;i,on, J;ora clerk 
and other necessary clerical help and their compen", 
sation. Any municipal empl9yee, except a police­
.man, may serve as clerk of the Municipal Court with 
or without additional compensation. Altl1o\1gh,the11:' 
appointment and compensation may be controlle~ by,. 
the governing body, clerks of the Municipal Court' 
are responsible to the judge of the Municlp~l 
CouJ;t, the assignment judge of the vicinage, and 
the Administrative Director of the Courts. Clerks 
have responsibilities as determined by ,the court. 

[N.J.S.A. §2A:8-13; Rules, R.l;34-2) 
4.6.4 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6,~ 

4.1.5 TAX COUR!.. The Tax Court sits in continuous 
seusion., ' 

[Office of the Administrative Director of the 
CQurts] 

4.2.5 OrganiZation. The Tax Court sits in Trenton, 
Newark, and any other location that is necessary 
to accomodate taxpayer-litigants. The court has a 
Small Claims Division. 

[N.J.S.A. §§2A:3A-2. 2A;3A-5] 

a. The Muriicipal Court has jurisdiction over 
traffic offcJ:lsesj minor crimiQal violations; oJ;di­
nance violatio~sj probab;Le cause he!lringsj fish, 
game, and navigati()n, proceedings;al\d specified D 
crimes (where penalty does .not exceed 1 year incar­
ceration. or $1,000 fine) and offenses (where val~e 
of property ,does not exceed $5QO), including some 
crimes where indictment and trial by jury can be 
waived. The criminal jurisdiction of the Municipal 
Court may be exercised concurrently with the County 
District Courts. Therefore, if an offense that 
would normally be tried in a Municipal Court is 
committed in a municipality that does not have such 
a court, the County District Court has jurisdiction 
to hear the case. Enabling legis~ation ex1st~ to 
allow Municipal Courts to' h!J,veconcurrent jurisdic­
tion with the County District Co.urts .in law cases 
where the amount in controversy does.'Llot exceed 
$100. The supreme Court, however, has not aut;ho- a. The Tax Court has no true' oritirial jurisdi~-

4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

rized this jUrisdiction. tion, as all matters before it represent an' appeal 
b. The Municipal Court has no' appellate jUris- • from a decision of the New Jer/3ey Divisj.on of. Tax-

diction.' ation in the Department of the Treasury. 
, [N.J.S.A. §§2A;6-37, 2A;8-2l, 2A;8-22, 2A;8-24; The Small Claims Division hears cases where 

New Jersey Municipal Court Manual, p. 8) the amount in cont;roversydo~s not· exceed $2,000.' 
4.4.4 Judges (2 full-time, 370 part-time) b.' The Tax Court has jurisdiction over all ap-

a. When there are two'~or more judges of the peals from the .administrative Division of TaxaU()n. 
MUnicipal Court, the governing body of the mun~ci- [N.J.S.A •. §§2A;3A-3, 2A;3A~5) 
pality may designate one to be the presiding judge. 4.4.5 Judges (9) 

b. Municipal Court judges must be resident;s and\}'" a. The Chief Justice se:J,ects (me o.f t;he judges 
attorneys-at-law pf New Jersey or persons holding 0" of the court to be the presiding judge.~he pre-
the (lffice of Municipal Court magistrate, recorder, siding judge, serves at the pleasure of t1}e Chief 
police judge, or justice of the peace on January Justice. 

~1\ .: 

4~6:.5 Rul~-making. 

State"'LevelAdmin!stration 

5.1 GeneraladminictratiVe authori,!:l.' s"'l1!,~ Ch:Jef 
Justice of the sup~eme Court is the administrative 
lteadof all co~rt~ in 'the state~ RefeJ;eilce SectiQn 
1.5.a. 
, [Con!it., ,Art. 6, §7, 1r1,; Rules, R.I ;33-1] 
5.2 Administrative Office' of the Courts 

;J,. The AdministrativeOff!(!E! of the Courts is ' 
statutorily authorized. 

b. Administrative Director of the Courts 
(1) This .position l,s constitutionally 

authorized. ' 
(2) The Administrative Director;m,ustbe, and 

must have been for not less than 3 years immediate­
ly prior to his appointment" a bona fiIJe re!;ident 
of New Jersey. The Administrati.ve Dir~ctor is . 
selected by and serves at the pieasure of the Chief 
Justice. 

(3) The Administrative Director of the 
Courts .is statutorily empowered to perform the 
following functions, subject to the direction of 
the Chief Justice;' 

(a). Examine. administ1:'ative methods, 
systems, and activitiea of the j~dges, clerks, 
stenographers, and employees of the courts and 
their offices ~nd make recgr.mendations to the Chief 
Justice with respect thereto. 

(b) Examine the state of the dockets of 
the courts, secure information as to their needs, 
prepare statistical data and reports of court 
business, and advise the Chief Justice with 
respect thereto. 

(c) Prepare and s\1bmit budget estimates 
of state appropriations necessary for the mainte­
nanC;,e and operation of the courts and make recom-' 
mendations with respect there~o. 

(d) File requests for appropriations OJ;' 
perm!.ssion to spend as request officer fQr the 
Supreme and Superior Courts and, as approval 
officer, approve and sign all encumbrance requests 
and statements of indebtedness on behalf of said 

1, 19,~2. A Muni,cip;J,l Court judge who is an attor- c b. Tax COllrt judges must have 10 years eXP/'7ri-, (e) MIlke necessary arrangements for 
ney need not be a resident of the 1Uunicipalityor ence in the practice Of law in, New Jersey and must accommodations for the use of.the Supreme and Su1'e-

courts. 

municipalit:ies to which the jurisdiction of t;he possess sJ.lecial qualifications" knowledge, and riorCourtsand clerks thereof and for tlle purchase 
court extends. A nOUllttorney Municipal .Court experience in matters of taxation.' and distribution of equipl!lent and supplies for 
judge, bowE~ver, !Ilust be a resident thereof. c. Tax Court judges are ;J,ppoiJ:lt;ed bytheth,es4) courts' and clerks' .• 

c. IQ.Dlunicipalities governed by a mayoJ;- Governor wHh the.adv~ce and?conaent of t;he' senah. (f) Collect statistical data and, make 
council foi."llI of government. Municip;J,l Court judges ,;; The appointments must be made so as ,1;',0 preserve a, reJ.lorts relating to the expenditures" /.)f public 
are'appo;l.nt!~'d by the may~r with the a,dv;l.ce ;andcon-,I bipartisan composition ol,cthe court.'~he origina:!. (") monies, state, county, llnd mUnicipal, for the i, 

sent of .the council..If th~ municipa1l,ty is term Qf a judge :l,s 7 ,ly~ilrs. Upon reappointment, mait:tt;e~nce of the, courts and offices related ,,:; 
go~erned by borough law, the app~intment is initi- judge,9 serve until age 70 \IpoI\ good lJehavior. thereto. 
atedin the same m;J,nner, but if the mayor fail,S to ," ~N.J.S.A. §2A:3A~1l to§2A:3A-15j AdminiStra- <J(g)E:itailline the operation of thei' 
nominate someon~ within 30 days after the office jh '" Jt}.ve Director of the Courts]c;ourta, invest:i.g;J,te complilint;s with respect: there-
becCi~~s vac~nt, ~\~f ~~ed counc~~ fa!~S ~o~~:~~~: .Jr ~. ~r5~ Administration, to" and submit recolllll!endations for the. improvemedt 
the nominat on w tn, ays a er . e . om 11 ,f (1 I a. The presiding judge, ilu~ject to the super- ther.eof to the Chief Justice. 
is made, the council appoints the judge.~n a vistl.on of the Chief Jus.tice and the Adininistrative (h) Act as secretary of the JUc:licial 
oth~r municipalities, tJle judges .are appoillted by: D:i.t\~ctor of the Cour.ts, is responsible for the Conference (referel\ce Table2~: Ju!iic;l.a:tcouncils 
the. governing body of the municipality. Each judg~ adm.~nistration of the Tax Court., .. ' ", andconfereI\ces)., '", 
of. a Municipill Co!:!tt made 1,1p of two or more D1unici- I G.~;{J'})C!r' \~b. There Is no provision for an administrator (1) Attend to such ot.her .matters as m11Y 
pal}tiea is' nominated a'rd. app()inted by the Governor ':'~~ (I" for 't.he Tax Court. Reference Section ,S. 2. b (state- 'be assigned by the Chief Justice. ' 
wtth the il,dvice andconl~eQt of the Senate. Ii, ~lu- level\;J,dlliinistrator). ' c. Offic;e organization. The Administ;rat:Lve 
nic1pal Court judge ser1fes a term9f 3 years from "d:, The clerk of the Ta~ Court .is appointed by Office of the Courts consists of 224 peo~le; 75 
the,date of his appo;Lnt~\ent and until ilis successor the Supreme Court and i's responsible to the pre- 'professionals (including the Administrative Direc-
is appointed and q';1alifi~'\,d. Any app.oint~~,nt .to cryiding judgE!, of the Tax Court and, the Adm'lnistra... tor of tJle Courts) and 149 clerical personnel. The 
fill ,a vac;ancy is mllde fo).\".~he unexp~r~d tel]! (lnly. .<, tive Directur of the Courts. He has responsibi,l.1- office prov1,des administra.tive assistance in three 

[N.J. S .A.. §§2A: e-5, 2A: 1j~.7, .4Q :86 to ,94 ) '. , .. ," ", ties as determined by the court. ,1 main areas: legal services to the courts and bar, 
4.5.4 Administration . f ' [N.J.S.A.§§2A:3A-14, 2A:3A-23; R~les R. coordination of probation services, and fiscal.lllan-

a. The presi!iing judge~ !lave n() 'speciUc;al1y 1:34-2) agement for the state judictarY-. It is OrganilEed\\ 

\:f'f:~._,c?; 
· ....... ::.r· 

arti9?la ted ad.millis ~~a tive duties. The assig'i\Jhent \I~ '.' 
judges of the Superior Court:,are primar!1y d!spon~ 341 
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Figure 2:, New Jersey ,tate-level administrative oHice of the courts, 1980 
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into threE! divisions for the hl~ndling' of matters 
relating j:o criminal practice, 'Ii civil practice, and 
administr,3tion. The of~ice prq'vides in-service 
training for judges and supportJng personnel, as 
well as staff assistance to thel, several standing 
and special committees appointe~1 by the Supreme 
Court, and serves as secretariat for judicial con­
ferences. It also gathers and interpretsinforma­
tion conce:o:ning the .status of litigation in the 
state courts, recommends adjustments to alleviate 
court congestion and.prepares projections for the 
future needs of the judicial system.. The Adminis­
trative Office of the Courts dire.cts a number of 
federally funded programs including a special Ap­
pellate Staff Project, a Judicial Management 
Information System, Probat~on Research and Develop­
ment, and Judicial Education. Recording ser~ices 
of the courts are also provided through court 
~eporters and sound recording equipment. 

[Const., Art. 6, §7, ~l; N.J.S.A. §§2A:12-1, 
2A:12-3; Criminal Justice Plan for New Jersey, 
p. 9; ~~ourt Administrators, p. 76] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.1 Special masters 

a. Special masters are appointed by Superior 
Court judges with the consent of the Chief Justice 
and serve at the dis.cretion of the appointing 
judge. 

b. Special masters have the pc~~r to regulate 
all proceedings in every hearing'befo~e them. to 
pass on the admissibility of evidence~'.and to do 
all the acts necessary to perform their duties un­
der the order of the appoin~ing judge. 

6.1.2 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.2 Surrogates 

a. Reference Section 4.4.3. 
b. Reference Section 4.3.3. 
[Rules, R.4:4l-l, R.4:4l~3] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Advisory Committee on Judicial Conduct. The 
committee consists of nine members. At least two 
members must be retired justices or judges of the 
Supreme Court, or Superior Court; not less than 
three members must be members of the bar, and' not 
more than four members must be laymen who do not 
hold public office of any nature. The members are 
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committee terminates if tl member is appointed or 
elected to public office or to any position «:;on- I' 
si4ered by the co~~t to 1>e incompatible with such 
service. '. ,. 

[Rule!>, R.2:l5-2] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Tile 
Advisory Committee on Judicial Conduct is autho­
rized by statute and court rule. Upon r~ceiving a 
complaint alleging facts indicating: (1) ~iscon­
duct in office', (2) willful failure to perform his 
duties, (3) i.ncpmpettmce, (4) habitual intemper­
ance, (5) participation in partisan policies, (6) 
conduct prejudicia.1 to the administration of jus" 
tic'T that bri.ngs the judicial office into dis­
reIi,ute, or (7) mental or physical disability of a 
jU~lge that is disabling hi~ and may continue to 
di!lable him indefinitely or permanently from the 
pel~formance of his duties', the committee conducts 
a llreliminary investigation. The committee may, 
ho~ever, also conduct a pre~tminary investigation 
wit~out receiving a comp1ail\l. If. the judge has 
not"been made aware of the complaint, the committee 
in its discretion may notify him. If preliminary 
investigation in.1icates further inquiry is desir-
able, the commiL~ee, .if llecessary, orders the com-
plainant to file a verified complaint and notify 
the judge of the relevant information' and the r.ight 
to appear before the committee. Upon completion 
of the preliminary i~vestigation~ t~ committee 
may: (1) dismiss thf/ charge&, (;Q issue an 
explanation if the judge was charged mistakenly and 
the matter was made public. or (3) request the . 
judge to informally discuss the matter. Whenever 
the committee concludes that the circumstances, if 
established ata plenary hearing, ~ay call for 
censure, suspensicm, or removal .. of the judge, the 
committee files a copy of such a recommendation 
with the'clerk of' the Supreme Court and advises the 
judge involved of such action. If the Supreme 
Cour!: determines that the committee recommendation 
should be adopted, it may issue the appropriate 
complaint and the matter proceeds in accordance, 
with the procedures outlined 'in the removal stat­
ute, N.J.S.A. 2A:lB..,1~. seq. The filing of 
papers with, or the giving of teotimony'before the 
committee. or before t.he Supreme Court, if a forma,l 
complain.t is issued, 15 privileged' in any action 
for defa )atiq)l. No other publication of such ., 
papers or pro'ceedinga is so privileged except the 
record filed by the committee in the. Supreme Cnure .• 

[Rules, R.2:l5-B to R.2:l5-l2, R.2:l5-l4, 
R.2:l5-1.6] " 
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Figure 1 (\ New"Mexic;o court sys,tem, 1980 

SUPREIIE COURT 
5 ju~~ices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil csies where ~urisdlction is not 

specifically vested in Court of Appeals. 
.. ___ .. • .\plleals from criminal 'cases. imposing 

death penalty or life . imprisonment, 

Death penalty; 
li~e iIlpri.on­
_ .. nt. Most 
civil ease •• 

I 

_ Certiorari review of Court of Ap!,eals 
decisions. and cas"'s certifiec\ to it by 
the Court of Appeals. 

1 
COURT OF AP.PEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction:' 
_ Appellate jurisdictio" aver most criminal 

cases and specific tyl'''s of civil appeals 
(those not within S\1preme Court 
jurisdiction) • 

_ Direct appeals from certain state 
L.-:ag~e_n_C_ie_s_. ________ ~ ____________ ~;.~ 

t 
DISTRICT. COURT (13) ,:~" 

44 jud,as .' 
FAMILY COURT DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: DISTRICT COURT 

Jurf;'jdi(\~ion: , 
- Genti('~l civil jurisdic­

ti~n.probate. right 
of e:o:ecutorship. and 
administration. 

':" Exclusive felony 
jurisdiction. 

AjI'peals d.. novo. 
Ju~1 trials. 

CHILDREN'S COURT 
DIVISION 

Jurisdiction: I,' 

- Exclusive juveniie 
jurIsdiction. 

- Domestic relations. 
mental health of 
adults. adoption and 
guarc!ianship of 
adults. adult of­
fenses against 
children. 

- Exclusive juvenile 
jurisdiction. 

~------~-----'-'----~. PROBATE COURT (32) 
32 judges !W;ISTRATE COURT (32) 

il full-time. 61 part-time judges 
Jurisdicti»n: 
_ Civil actions. under $2.000. 
..; l'reliminary hearings. Ml,sdemeanors 

a.id. other criminal wi.tit fine less 
than $1.000. sentence less ~an 
1 year. 

.... ... Jurisdiction: . 
_ Exclusive original jurisdiction over 

guardianship and formal,administra­
tion. Concurrent jud,od.lction wi th 
District Court 1n probst" matters. 

METROPOLITAN COURT OF REf,lIALILLO COUIlTY 
\' 11 judget'\ ' ' 

Juds<\rction: 
IIlNICIPAL COURT (96) . _ C~'ll action. under ~5.000. 
96 judges' _ ,..:Mi.demcllnora and other criminal 
Jurisdiction: ~~ matters mth' lines lea. than $1.000 
- Municipal ordinanc. violationa with ~ 'alld senten~es le81 than 1 year. 

fin .. l.aa than $300 and/or r--'" Preliminary .. hearing •• 
aent.ncea laa. than 90 days. /; (Court establ18he.d 7/1/80) 

- ea_pu. traffic violation.. ~" ; 

L-~----------------"/Y~ 
" 

'. t Indicates r~u;e";'£: appeal. 

SHALL ~AIIIS COURT OF ALB1,lQUERQUE 
1 judg" 
Jurisf.(iction: 
_ ct{iU actions under $2.000 involving 

r~al estate matters. 
- County ordinance violation •• 

, (Court abolished 7/1/80) 

Court of 
last 

resort \ 

" ~nt'\r~d:"~ate 
. appell~.te 

i CO'lft 
" I , 
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I general 
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'\ NEWMEXICOY
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\, 

\, Court of Last ReSOl.'t~, 

\1.1 SUPREME COURT.'~\e court'sits in santa Fe and 
iWl!is o'i'e~erm ~ac;h yJ,si co~en~ing Qn :,th~ seco.nd 
W~dnesday 1n J~nuary.\It S1tS 1n con!:1nuous ses~ 
s£\,n but may recess as it deems proper. . 

. \ .[?o .. nsti.tut.,~. c.'.n .. O~N. e .. ~\\ Me. 'xico» Artic\e VI.'. Sec-
~t10n 1].,\\~ .. ,,'. ',i, I '. 

1.2 I'>r~anizatiibrt~\"nie::~pre\lIe court dQ~\ notsft 
in pati,l!ls or divisions. ' ' . ( 
1.3 J~\!.llldiction .:' . ,/ 

·a.\ Tne Supreme Court hl~s odginal jurhdiction 
in quo ~wa~r.ant.Q a.nd. ~pda~a,~g.inst a. lls,tit~ of­
ficers, \\boards, and commiss';tonlH in the issuance 

i 

l' 
b .ja.feJ;'e~ce Sect~on 5 ~2.b(state-level s,dmin-

istraior). , . 
,:1. TlU! clerk~/J appointed .by the. Suprell!e Court. 

ae'is responsible for the following' duties: dock­
eting. "record keeping, c:al,endaring', supervising 
staff, and other duties ari determi~ed ~y the court. 
There a~e no formal provisions for a!3signing a!imin­
istrative duties to the .Clerk. 

[Const., Art'~ VI. 59; ".M.S.A. 138-1-17] 
1.6 Ruie-making~ The, ¢ourt prescribes rules to 
regulate pleadings, pJ;actice, and procedure in all 
coutts of the state. "Th'ese rilles bi!come effective 
30 days'~~t.er dhtrib\,ldon !:o the members of the 
state b~f and all applicants •. There ,are no formal 
provisictlls for l~gi~lative revieW and sllgges!:ions. of writ~~ of .habeas ~orJlUs; 6in,c!,in theissuanc~, 

hearing, \llncl determination 9l extr~,(!idinary writs 
ne. cessary~\for the complete .elce.rc.i&e .of its juri.s­
diction. ,~The court also has jlJ,tisdiction\\over mat-

" The . court h",s superintending controi over.' all 
courts'. . , 

ters invof\' ing the adm. iSS .. iOJl,',;cliscipline, and dis­
barment of's,ttorneys in lie'if' t4\xico. 

b. The. :Supreme Court: has .ippella~e jurisdiction' 
over Distd~t Court ,,dt!cisions \~mpos~ng'8 death pen­
alty or life\ impJ;'isonment; all\c.se~ where respon-
8~bi1ity is ~\~tvested in the C!?urt of Appeals; 
f~~ai judgme~\~s ~rought by writ of certiorari from 
the cou~~ijf\~ppe~ls; and cases certified to it ~y 
the C~'Z'/:'t of J~ppeals. 

[Const., Art. VI, 512, 
Annotated I\hereinafter 
34.,5-14, 3~:-2-1) 

1.4 .Juatices (51} 

3; Ne:!, Mexico Statutes 
N • M. ~'. A. ) Sec t iems 

a. 'The' Chieff Justice is elected to a i-Year 
tei'm by pee~ vot'e •. j , I >', 

b. Supteme d~urt; justi~es m~st be at· leasc 30 
ye~;r(p. of age, mu~\t be learned b the .law, ami must 
have been member~l, of the b.r arid re81d,~nt~ of the 
state for at least 3 year~~ (Elupreme Court jus'"' 
tices may substi~~te st!rv~ce il.l the District court 
for part of the 1; yea~~ o~ h~ pr.ct~ce). '. 

c. Supreme C~lurt. Just1Ce4' ,.are elected to 8-yea7;' 
terms by tlie vot/irs of the st:'lte on partisan bal­
lot",. The Gove'i-Ihor fills vacancies by apPI>;nl:inent 
and. the. appoin'tei?! hold~. office~IU~l:n t~e next gen­
eral election. jlThe net,)ly elf!cted ju.stice then 
serves until thfl expiration of the od-ginal term. 

[con"t.,Arlt. VI;:"U4, fl. Art. XX. 14; N,.M:S.A. 
134~~-1] /, 

1.5 Admit\i.tra~fion ,;:.' 
. a~oTtii'Ciiii!TIustice', is conllidered the head of 

the jUdici81'~:~anch ~f th(!' "tate. He exercises ad­
ministration 'In!i supervifJ1on.'lwer the en,tire cOurt 
sy8te~ throug!!, the DireC;,tor !)f,tbe Administrative' 
OUic~ of the C<>.~rts., thectrieffjudge of the Court 
of App€a~s, ~hep7:esidin$ judges of the .Distri~t 
Cou:.:t, the. court adminhtrator of \,:he2nd J9dicial 
bis~r~c~. arid the presiding magi.,l:rates· of the Mag­
i.t~,.te C~~rt. Reference se.c!;icm 5.l. (General ad­
inij{i~t'rative authority) • The ,Chid Justice, how"; 
ever, has Il,o.specific" administril'tiv'e djJties with' 
fe$arci to tbi! SUpre~e'Court;. 

,;;:' ,. 
~" I 

3.45 

[Conllt., Art. VI, 13; N.M.S.A. 138-1-1; Di­
rectcir"o£ the Adll!inilJtrativeOffice of the 
Court's] " 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT.OF.:' APPEALS. 
in continuol.ls session. 
are in Santa Fe,buf it 
state. ." ., 

[N.M.S.A. $34-5-7] 

'Ill'! Cour!: of Appeah sih 
The court ',s headquarters 
c::an convene anywilere in the 

2.2 brganizIlHon'~ The Court, of Appe/lls dO,es not 
Sit' in' pal\~l'~ ~ There; ~s a, Prehearing Division of 
the court ttiat screen8")ppeals at various stages 
of the appellate proceri,'~,~ 

[1975 'New Mexico Anllu~l Report, p. 21] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of; Ap~ea1s has no original juris­
diction..." 

J». The Court of Appeals has appcn~8te jurisdic­
tion'over any ~riminal!lction or postconviction 
remedy proceeding, except those in Which'a.judgment 
of the Distri~~ Court imposes a sentence ofcleath 
or life imprisonment; any action invio~ation of 
municipal or county ordinaitc:e where a fine or im­
pri80'ruile~t isinipos!!d; any tort mction; decisions 
of admil}i;strativea$encies of tne8!:a~e, where pro" 
vided by!law;',,,,&lld all actions under, the Workmen's 
Compensat~qn A.ct, the Subsequent Ill,jury' Act. the. 
New M,eXlcQ\"Occl1pa!:i'onal Disease .Disablement Law," 
andtM Fe'kiera1!mployer's LisbilityAct... '" ' 
- ~ (Canst ~~:'Arf 0 VI," S2~.<; )~~~'k.S.A. $34!i5-~]' t:~ 
2.4 Judge" (;7".' ., . 

. a.;'The chie.f judge is e1ecf~d to a 2-year term 
by peer ,:\,Qte. "" ;/ ,\ 

b. C\)ui:t of App~alsjudge8:'ruus,t, me~t, the same 
quali1~ic'li.!:ionB . as' Supreme Court ju~tices; Refer-
ence Sect:ion i..l~.b. . ., 
•. ~ .\\court c ~f Appgils judges are 8eli~cted .in the. 
~ame • ~~nn'8r . and ,~or t~e I!~me tem as SI,lpreme Court 
Jl .... st;a.CeS. Re~erence Sechon 1 ~4.c. • 

[N.!:I.S.A~ S~4-5-i; Directot<, of the!' Administra­
tive' Office of the CourtS] 
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.. ,Ij 

, 
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2.5 Administration 
a. There is no statutory provision for adminis­

trative authority for the chief judge. 
b. There is no provision for an administrator 

for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk is appointed by the court. He is 
responsible for the following duties: docketing, 
record keeping, calendaring, supervising staff, and 
other duties' as determined by the court. There are 
no formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerk. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-5-5; Director of the Administra­
tive Office of the Courts] 

2.6 Rule-making. Supreme Court rules apply, where 
pertinent, in the Court of Appeals. 

[N.M.S.A. §3S-1-l] 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court sits in 
continuour session. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-6-2] 
3.2 Organization. There are 13 multi-~ounty judi­
cial districts in the state's 32 count~es. There 
are two specialized divisions, the Children's Court 
Division and the Family Court Div:ir..ion, either of 
~'lhich can be established by the court. 

[N.M.S.A. §§32-l-4, 34-6-1] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has exclusive jurisdic­
tion in all matt-ers and causes not excepted in the 
state constitution, and over other cases as provid­
ed by law such as all juvenile and domestic rela­
tions proceedings. The court can issue writs in 
the exercise of its juri,sdiction _and may also nat­
uralize person~- in·accordance with United States 
law.· The District -Court has concurrent jurisdic­
tion with the Probate Court O'ler probate matters. 

The Children's Court Division has exclusive 
jurisdiction in all matters rel/.l,ting to juveniles. 

A District Court may estaR?-ish a Family Court 
Division in lieu of the Children's Court. The Fam­
ily Court has the same jurisdiction as Children's 
Court plus exclusive jurisdiction over the follow­
ing: incompetency or insanity of adults; appoint­
ment of guardians for, and adoption of adults; of­
fenses committed against a child by an adult; and 
domestic relations matters.-

b. The District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion in all cases originating in courts of limited 
jurisdic.\=ion in its respective districts. 

[Const., Art. VI, §13; N.M.S.A. §§32-1-4, 
32-1-9, 32"1-10, 45-1-302.1] 

3.4 Judges (44). There is no standard formula for 
the number of judges per district. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all the districts of the District Court; however, 
tber~ are presiding judges of multi-judge dis­
tri.cts. In ~he multi-judge dis tricts each judge 
is designated a division and the presiding judge 
of division number one is the presiding judge, 
unless otherwise designated by District Court rule. 

b. District Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. Each district judge must also 
reside in his judicial district. 

c. District Court judges are elected to 6-year 
terms by the voters of the districts on partisan 
ballots. 

- - 7 -,--

[Const., ~rt. VI, §§12, 14; N.M.S.A. §§34-6-4 
to 34-6-16, 34-6-lS; Director of the Adminis­
trative Office of the Courts] 

. --

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no prov~s~on for a chiei' 

judge over all the districts of the District Cou·Ft, 
there are presiding judge.s. of multi-judge dis­
tricts. There a'l."e no statutory provisions for a&.­
ministrative authority for the presiding judges of 
the districts. In practice, the presiding judge 
acts as spokesperson for the judges of the dis­
trict; supervises the implementation of the policy 
decisions reached by the district judges; acts as 
the liaison agent with other government dgencies; 
~upervises the preparation of the budget; super­
vises the District Court clerk's office and gener­
ally deals with the daily running of the specific 
District Court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. Only 
the 2nd Judicial District in Alburquerque is autho­
rized to have a court administrator. The adminis­
trator is selected by the judges of the district 
with the approval of the Supreme Court and the Di­
rector of the Administrative Office of the Courts. 
This person is responsible for organizing, direct­
ing, coordinating, and supervising the activities 
of subordinates engaged in processing all 2nd Judi­
cial District Court cases. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks are appointed by the court. They are 
responsible for the following duties: docketing, 
record keeping, calendaring, supervising staff, and 
other duties as determined by the court. There are 
no formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerks. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-6-l9; New Mexico Judicial System 
Personnel Plan, #9259; Administrative Assistant 
to the Chief Justice; Administrative Office of 
the Courts] 

3.6 Rule-making. Each District Court may make the 
rules for its district, provided they are consis­
tent with Supreme Court rules. Copies of such 
rules must be furnished to the Supreme Court. 
District Courts may adopt rules of administration, 
provided they are consistent with statutes, Su­
preme Court rules, and regulations of the Adminis­
trad.ve Office of the Courts. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-6-2S; Rule 83, New Mexico Rules 
of Civil Procedure] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

Effective July I, 19S0 the Metropolitan Court 
of Bernallilo County will be established. It will 
be a consolidation of the Magistrate, Municipal, 
and Small Claims Courts in that county. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-8A-l] 

4.1.1 MAGISTRATE COURT. Terms of court vary ac­
cord:,g to community needs. 

[Administrative Office of the Courts] 
4.2.1 Organization. Each of the state's 32 
counties is designated a Magistrate Court district. 
Where there is more than one magistrate in a dis­
trict, each magistrate's office is designartd as a 
division of tile court. The number of divis,rons 
ranges from one to five. 

[N.M.S.A. §§35-l-2, 35-1-3, 35-1-5 to 35-1-35] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction /'. ,_ 

a. The Magistrate Court has concurrent'-'-.)riginal 
jurisdiction with the Small Claims Court of Albvr­
querque in civil actions involving a dollar amount 
up to $2,000, except where prohibited by law. In 
criminal actions, jurisdiction is limited to mis­
demeanors and any other criminal action where jur­
isdiction is specifically granted by law. 
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b. The Magistrate Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[N.M.S.A. §135-3-3, 35-3-4] 
4.4.1 Judges (7S). There is no standard formula 
for the number of magistrates per district. 

a. Presiding magistrates are desi~lated by the 
Director of the Administrative. Office of the 
Courts, when two or more divisions act as a single 
court. 

b. Magistrates must be qualified voters and 
residents of their districts and have a high school 
or equivalent education. In districts having a 
population of 100,000 or more, they must ,dso be 
members of the bat and be licensed to practice law 
in the state. 

c. Magistrates are elected to 4-ye3r terms by 
the voters of their respective Magistrat~ Court 
districts on partisan ballots. 

[N.M.S.A. 5535-1-2 to 35-1-35, 35-1-37, 35-2-1; 
Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Cou:rts] 

4.5.1 Administration 
~ a. Presiding magistrates' have no original ad­
ministrative authority. It rests with the Adminis­
trative Office of the Courts. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Magistrate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state·-level administrator). 

c. t1agi8trate clerks are selected by the magis­
trate or presiding magistrate and employed by the 
Administrative Offic.e of the Courts. They are 
responsible for the following duties: docketing, 
record keeping, calendaring, supervising staff, and 
other duties as determined by the court. 

[N.M.S.A. 5135-7-1, 35-7-10; Director of the 
Administrative Office of the Courts] 

4.6.1 Rule-mak~. All procedural rule-making 
power is vested in the Supreme Court. Reference 
Section 1.6. 

[N.M.S.A. §35-7-12] 

4.1.2 MUNICIPAL COURT. Terms of cotirt vary ac­
cording to community needs. 

[Administrative Office of the Courts] 
4.2.2 Organization. The need for divisions of the 
court is locally determined. 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The ~lnicipal Court has exclusive jurisdic­
tion over all municipal ordinance violations. They 
can also adjudicate violations of campus traffic 
regulations upon written agreement between the 
university Board of Regents and the governing body 
of the adjacent municipality. The court has the 
power to issue subpoenas and warrants and to punish 
for contempt. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris-
diction. • 

[N.M.S.A. 535-14-2] 
4.4.2 Judges (96). Municipalities with populations 
of less than 50,000 can only have one judge. In- L' 
municipalities of 50,000 or more, additional judges 
can be elected if the municipal governing. body de­
termines that the workload tequires it .• 

a. ;The Municipal Court does not ,have presiding 
judges. . -

b;,MUnicipal Court judges must m~~et qualifica­
tions established by local ordinance. 

c. Municipal Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the voters of the municipalities on parti­
san ballots. 

, 

[N.M.S.A. 5135-14-3, 35-14-4; Director of the 
Adniinistrative Office of the Courts] 
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4.5.2 Adminis\hation 
a. There ~\re no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Munid'pal Court. 
b. There a~e no provisions for administrators 

for the Municitlal Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level adpinistrator). 

c. Selectio!'t procedures for Municipal Court 
clerks are 10ca(1y determined. They are respon­
sible for the fo~lowing duties: docketing, record 
keeping, calendaring, supervising staff, and other 
duti.es as determi:ned by t .. e court. There are no 
forma:l prov;'sions\\ for assigning administrative 
dutie'sto the clei1ks. 
4.6.2'. Rule-making. The municipal judges exercise 
rule-nlaking power for their own courts. These pro­
cedures must be com1Lstent with state laws. 

[~Inicipal Court Rules, Rule 38] 

4.1.3 PROBATE COURT. The Probate Court sits in 
continuilus session. 

[N.~.S.A. 534-7-8] 
4.2.3 Organization. Th~re is a Probate Court in 
each of t:he state's 32 cl)unties. 

[N.M.iS.~. § 534-7-2 , 3,4-7-4] 
4.3.3 Judsdiction 

a. Th~\ Probate Court hl.\s concurrent jurisdic­
tion with the District Court. in all probate mat­
ters. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[N.M.S.A" §45-1-302] 
4.4.3 Judges (32). Statutes presently provide for 
one judge in each county. , 

'8. The Probate Court does not·. have presiding 
judges. 

b. Probate Court judges must meet' the same 
qualifications aa public officials within their 
respective counties. Public officials must have 
been state residen.ts for 1 year, and lIlust be United 
States citizens. i\ny other qualifications are 
locally determined. 

c. Probate Court judges are elected to 2-year 
terms by the voters of the counties on partisan 
ballots. After serving two consecutive terms they 
are ineligible to hold any county office for 2 
years. 

[ConsL, Art. VI, §23, Art VII, 52, Art X, 12; 
N.M.S.A. §§10-1-6, 34-7-2] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Probate Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Probate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator).· 

c. The elected county clerks serve as the Pro­
_ bate Court clerks. 

[Const., Art. VI, §23] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Judges of the Probate Court 
have full power and authority to make and publish 
rules and orders regulating the business and prac­
tice of their courts. Th~se rules and orders must 
be consistent with state law. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-7-13] 

4.1.4 SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF ALBURQUER~. The 
Small Claims Court of Alburquerque sits in continu­
ous session. 

[N.M. S.A.§34'-S-10(D)] 
4.2.4 Organization. A Small.Claims Court can only 
be established in countiea of 100,000 population 
or more. There are no specialized divisions of the 
court. 

[N.M.S.A. 534-S-1] 
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4.3.4. Jurisdiction. Effective 7/1/80, this court 
will be abolished. Jurisdiction previously exer­
cised by this court will be incorporated in the 
Metropolitan Court of Bernalillo County, to be 
created on that date. 

a. The Small Claims Court of Albuquerque can 
conduct preliminary examinations.in criminal cases 
and has concurrent jurisdiction with the Magistrate 
Court in matters involving violations of county 
or4inances. Th~ court also has concurrent juris­
d~ction with the Magistrate Court in civil actions 
involving/! dollar amount less than $2,000. 

b. The Small Claims Court has no appellate ju­
risdiction. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-8-l] 
4.4.4 Judges (1) 

a. The Small Claims Cout't does not have pre­
siding judges. 

b. Small Claims Court judges must be at least 
25 years old, must be members of the .New Mexico 
Bar, and must be lir.~nsed to practice law in the 
state. They must also have resided in the county 
and have practiced law for at least 2 years. 

c. Small Claims Court judges are elected to 
4-year term's by the voters on partisan ballots. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-8-2] 
',.5.4.Administration 

a. There are no ~rovisions for presiding judges 
for the I·'mall Claj.ius Court of Albuquerque. 

b. Tlil!re ,are. no provisions for administrators 
for the 5mall Claims Court. Reference Section 
5.2.b (stater·level administrator). 

c. The Small Claims Court judge appoints his 
clerk. Tl1e clf.\rk is responsible for thl:! following 
duties: docketing, recordkeeping, calelldaring, 
staff .guperviedl:>n, and other duties as. lIe.termined 
by t.he court. ~there are no formal provildons for 
assigning ·admini,strati,ve duties to the clerk. 

[N.M.S.A. §16-5-4] 
4.6.4. Rule-maki\~. Judges of the Small Gl.dms 
Court of Albuquel:que can make rules and orders 
that are consistent with state law to regulate the 
business and practice of their courts. In civil 
cases, the Rules of Civil Procedure for the Dis­
trict Courts govern. 

[N.M.S.A. §34-8-'10] 

4.1.5 METROPOLITAN COURT (Bernalillo County) 
(Information not available) 
4.2.5 Organization. (Information not available) 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

a. The Metropolitan Court of Bernalillo County 
has jurisdiction over civil actions $5,000 and 
under, misdemeanors, other criminal with fines less 
than $1,000 and sentence less than one year, and 
preliminary hearings. 

b. The Metropolitan Court of Bernalillo County 
has no appellate jurisdiction. 

[Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts] 

4.4.5 Judges (11) 
a. There are provisions for a presiding judge 

of the Metropolitan Court. 
b. Metropolitan Court Judges must be members 

of the New Mexico Bar and must be licensed to 
practice law in the state. 

c. The magistrates of the Magistrate Court and 
the judges of the Small Claims Court and any Muni­
cipal Court shall continue to hold their offices 
as metropolitan judges.of the Metropolitan Court 
for the balance of the te~s for which they were 

.. -~-'-~~"-.-'----,------'---" 

elected or appointed. Thereafter, Metropolitan 
Court judges shall be elected in the same manner 
as magistrates (reference section 4.4.l.c). The 
Governor shall fill vacancies in the office of 
metropolitan judge by appointment until ~he next 
general election. 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. (Information~not available). 
b. The judges o~ the Metropolitan Court may 

elect or employ on an annual basis a metropolitan 
court administrator ~ .. ho is responsible for super­
vising all matters relating to the administration 
of the Metropolitan Court. 

c. (Information not available). 
4.6.5 Rulemaking. (Information not available) 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is considered the head of the judicial 
branch of the state. The Supreme Court has super­
intending authority over. all courts in th~ state. 
Refer~nce Section 1.5.a. 
5.2 The Administrative Office of the C'ourts 

a. The Administrative Office of the Courts is 
statutorily authorized. 

b. Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts 

(1) The position is statutorily authorized. 
(2) There are no statutory qualifications 

for the position. The Director is selected by the 
Supreme Court. 

(3) The duties of the Director, which are 
performed for the Supreme Court. Court of Appeals, 
District, Magistrate, and Probate Courts include 
the following: supervising administrative matters; 
preparing an annual report of cour.t busineas and 
activities of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts and sub.;{itting it with recommendations .to 
the Suprem.e Court and the legislature; receiving, 
adjusting, and approving state-supported court 
budgets; appointing and removing necessary employ­
ees, with Supreme Court approval; and prescribing 
uniform. records and forms procedures for the 
courts. 

c. Office organization. The Administrstive Of­
fice of the Courts has Ii staff of 32 posif;ions, and 
is organized into two operational and four staff 
sections: Accounting Division, Magili,:ratla Services 
Division, Jud:l,cial Planning and Training .Section, 
Management and Systems Analysis Section, Budget and 
Personnel Section, and Internal Audit Section. 
Twelve of the 32 positi,ons are employed within the 
Accounting Division, wh~ch handles budget expendi­
tures for the Administrative Office and Supreme 
Court Building Commission, and, receives revenues 
generated by t~affic citations (penalty assess­
ments) and the 32 Magistrate Courts. The Magis­
trate Services Diviflion is responsible for plan­
ning, formulating, .andimplementing administra~ive 
programs for the ms,gistrate judges. This includes 
t;lIe review o,f statutory responsibilities, present 
and proposed systel.ils and proced,ures, and judicial 
rulings and regulations. The staff section,S study 
judicial oK'ganizaUonal structures systems, and 
methods for the purpose Q;E'fecommending changes 
deemed advisable for the 11!,;,>roved functioning of 
the Appellate, Dilstrict, and Magistrate Courts. 
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[Const., Art. VI, §3; N.M.S.A. §§34-9 ... l to 
34-9-3, 34-9-7, 34-9-8, 38-1-17] 
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Figure 2: New Mexico state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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9?ssi~Judic1a1 Officers 

6.1 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2 Special. masters (referee, auditor, examiner) 

a. District Courts select and utilize special 
masters (r~fe~ees, auditors, examiners). Assign­
ment and removal are by the court. In practice, 
special masters must be members .,of the bar and 
p~acticing attorneys. 

b. Masters ahoulq)'be r~ferred to only in exc~p"; 
tiona 1 cases. Subject ::-:to the l1m1tat1o~soj; the' 
order of reference, mast~rs can regulate all pro­
ceedings in every hea~ing before ~hem a,nd take all 
measures necessary and' proper for the efficient 
performance of their duties. 

[Supreme Cou~t Rule 53(a), (1)), (c), (f)l 

Judicial Discipline 

o 

-~~:-:,--~--. ---~--" 
"r:;, 

;i';;";~·.i'}< 
7.1 Judici:l ~f:s';idard. COIIIIiasion. the c~a.10n 
1ii""'CoiiiP~1~~;o~r~1'1e persons as follows: . tWojua­
tices of';t;'iie:\:;')uj;.!teliie court or judges of the Court 

. i'I""" • ..' , ' 
of Appeal~: :~Distri~t Court appointed by the Su-
preme courl::~,\two,attoTneysappointed by a majority 
vote of all i.)~b~rs of the BOard o.f ColllllisS,101'1erSo' 
of, the Stat~J:~.$-\#,,5<LNew M~1co, sud five citizens, 
not l1cenaeq,t:*~~O~Iieys or justices, judges, or mag ... 
istrates. apPQ.fnted by the Govel,'nor~ 
~ [Cons~.~,Art. VI, S32; N.M.S.A. S34-lQ-l] 

7.2 Auth6r~tt and procedure for sanction. The com­
m1ss1ori~~.Iaft,sr hearings and investigations it dee!lls 
llecessary, makes Tee,ommendations for diScipline or 
removal of justices and judges to the Suprell\e 
'Court. The Supreme Cour~~~evi8ws the record, can 
permit the introduction of' addit~[.)nal evidence,. and 
accepts or rejects the commisJ!fii'n' s"recommenda-
tions. ,. .' 

[Const., Art VI, S32] 
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Court of Last Resort " ~" : ~inlti9n" ·(t;~i;~~;~~·~·-··T.bl~ 12: Characteristics' of 
-.- jl,ldicial nominati1i$ ,!=ommissj,ons). Vacancies are 

1.1 C6'URT'OF APPEALS. Tqe, c9ur~ !I~!;S in Albany, ' fiU~d in the same'llanner. Cour.t of Appeals judges 
and' the number,'collDllenceme'nt d{lte,and lengtll of ar~selected for l4~year terms based on !:he State 
its terms, are designat;i:!d,f,',tt its dhcretio~"eacll "of N~w York's merit li~lection'sY.'t;em. There ar~ 
yejlr. : no p1'ovis ~ons for re,tention elec tiQns. 

~Judici~ry La:w,Secti(.l~!I 54, 60; Chief Admini,s,,'[Cons!; .• ,Art. Vi, "2, 20; Jud:i;ci'ary Law 561-
"trat~r of the, CQl,lrts] \\ 568]' '. . 

1.2 Organizatfc<'l/ Thr,court '::0118i8tS of (leVen ,1.5 Administration 
judges; .,Five meiib:er~ 'Of thecourt~onl!,titute a '. :&. 'Ute Chief Judge of the Court; of Appeals is 
quorUM" If the case load rE!quireti~ the.GOvernor may the Chief J\idge"of thE!' Stateof'liew Yqrk and is the 
qesignate up to four justices" of the S)ipreme Court chief judicia.! of~icer o.f tile ilnified!!court system • 
to sit temporarily on the Cou.tt ~f App'eals.,The ,administrative p(n~el' is vested intheA)hief 

[Constitution, Article VI, Section. 2] Judge!' There, is ,an Administrative BOat:d Qf' the 
"1.3JurisdictionCourttiwhichcQnsists oJ ,tile Cilief Jl,ldge oJ the 

a. The Court of Appeals has no original juris"'" 'J., Court of Appeals as chairUian and .the prel!iding 
diction. ;" ":., 0< jU8tiCil! of'~he;.ApP'ellateJ)iv~.~on,of tpe Silpreme 

1:1. The Court of Appeals h~s appell,ate j'uri,sdic- ,Court in each judlcial department. " Th~ Chief 
don constitutionally limited to review ofques;- 'Judge, aft'er con$illtationwith, thE! Admini~t1:'8tive 
tions of law, excepti,n criminal ca'tes in which the:, .Boaid,E!stablishes;.s.ta:nqar4!1 and 4Ciministr.tive 
judgme(lt ,is a death penalty' (deleted ~tober 10, , policieS for. $eneral application tllro~$bQut the. 
198(» ot: cases"i.n which !:he Appellate Division, in' statejwhicl\ are"submittedby the Chief Jl.\'dgeto 
reVlS1ngor Il!odifying a final" or interlQcutory the Court. of Appeals', togetl1e1;with tl1e recOmmend a-
judsDIerit'or order, finds .new facts and a final tions, if any, of ;tlieAdminislirative Board. Such 
jq!igment Or order is enterE!d pursuant to tha!: find- standar<l~lnid .t\1l!lnistrlftivepcilic~e,~re ;promul ... 
i1'\g. Ditect appeals to the Co,qrtof Appeals frOl\l gated after approvalpy theCoqrt of Appea;ls. The 
the.!:rial. c;ourtsare permitted when th~ deat;h pen.., Chief Judge, with .the advi~earid consent of th~ M-
alty is imposed and in civil. eases whe". the only ministriitive. Board o,f the c:oqits, appo'ints, a Chief 
questiol\<.is the conatitutionality of a state or Administrator '·of' ·fheCourts who serves at ;his 
federal statute. .The CO[lstitution Provide!! that pleasqre. 'If "the apP9:Lnted administrator ,'is a 
certain types of C8(1es may be t;llkento, the court justice' oJ;' .iqdg~'~ hi (I" tit,}e,~s'C:hiefAd1l!i[list:tative 
as a matter of 'right,while others'lIIay be taken Judge. -'" ,t{. I .. 

only, wit,it the leave of a j\18tie~of'the~ppellat;e ' ,'The Chief Adiilin'iStrator; on b~half of the' 
DivisiclU :01,' a jutlseof tlieCoin,t of :Appeals Or upon Chief Jlldge.superv.ises the adminiatration and 
certific~tioZ\ of the Appelbt¢Div~s'~ongr the "opera~io" of .:the utiifiedcourt system. In the 
Court; of ;Appeals. ., '~r, ' ;,., • :.lx:ej:c18e. of~u:¢fii-~apon,sii;ttity,!:hE!"¢hief, Mminh": 

[Const., Art. Vl;. 53; ChiefAdl1\~nist~l'lt,or o~ ,tratoroftheMurtshas'such.power8 and duties as 
the Oourts] , 'a1;e 'delegated 'to'himpytqedhi'ef judge '41ld .'8uch 
Ju~isdiction, addedOctob~~ 6, j980: ,All adclitiQ"aJpQw:e~s d~gt\'au,t~~~' •• are !provi4~d.by 

appeals fronithe AppeUateDivisiorts"of :the Su- law.aE!. is ll!l!l~st:ed in the. perforl!lat\C~eof his 
preme COllrt,' and' appeat!l inocriminU Cases fz;-om ~he duties~ytwQ MriUty 1:hief"ll'l:lalini8h~tors jone 
APPellate Tel,'mB p£i:l)et~",pz;-el1\eCou1;t and c frolll the, sllpervising t,heopera!:iol'\ of the !=OUr~81}in~ew York 
courtty Courtslihen the Count:y Courts ,act;"as iJ1ter:' City' !~n~,sup,~rvis+ng the o~E!r~t~q[l ~?~lh~"C9urt~ 
'mediate appellate court; 8 , ar,e taKen'tQtM,CQurt" ~ut81d~ Ne~;,;~C?;~kC1t;.Yi ~~c,.lU~~c1at e~,SJ!1ct ~dl!'1n-
of Appea~s. The Co~rtofAppea~,8 ,tlllo,. rtl{iiewsa~1~st1:'at1v~ JIl4g\t;ili and t¥!e OJ;f1ce' o.t:, Q.ourt Mml,n18-
determinations i,f the COllllliihibn'on ·JudiCiai Can';" cJ trat'ion." R~fi!,~,\ence Sec.tion5.1' (g){ti~ralcadmi .. is-
d~ct. ReferenceSectio~ 7~J.. ., ".,~tr~tive aqth~'ty). ';, ',' "1: ';-'~' ' 

" [Const., Art~ V.I, 522] ,'~Va".f,.er~.~.~~'~e.c;tion ... ':'.5~.2 .• ~: (.,sf'i ... ~e,''''le~.~.l a4.lIiin-
'1.4 Judges (7)1 i.' ;' 1st-rator).;. j,'\' '. ,:I i!0:. . 

a. ThePhief. Jucige' 'is. selec,ted, forar4~ye~r ,,' ,.' C\!.,ihf.l CPurt'"p~.ApP~4~,!I",!Il!ly:;)£~9iij..t,~1ite.1,tP t'ime 
t~nnl;lase,:d on t:hef?t:at:e,o~,,~ew ,¥orlt', merit selec,"'I ,tl,Qby :~~ ,?rqer~nte~~~{?~n it~ lIIin'1i:e~~pl?oin~ anci re .. 

, t10nily~tiem. See~",bhe .. ~~n8e~~'i~~~.. . .: "~ )IIove,1t"cle~~.Th,~~\~lerk hali!·the, ."'tQ9r1t:y to" 
, l;I.Cqurt of App~al'JQ~~e!l.cl]\~s~,,~llve be~[lad:!.ppo1nt, •. ~tl!,~sple'a3~re~ depu.tY~~.l~r~s 'andSI!S1(1-

.. m1tted to;the,pr~~tl,~,e9fJ:aw.~n'tije~:ir"'-for at '~~nt;".,~:~elerksUP~'ir~1ses. n,onJud1c1al"emp!oyees 

l~a~:. l~~!~;r:fP~;~~~;,j!a::~;!r~~!tlI;r~\y, ~he1n .,;t~o~~~:! ::!t~Pt~f:i~;.JUdiCi8rY. Law l~57 ,. 251J' 
GovernQr., wlt~ .t~a ,a~y~ce:.~ndconll~nt. of' the');;en"",~ ., '106 ;RUl:e"1l1ahnl,.::~~le':"lllak'1l1g aqt~or1ty, w,1~hre~- . 

"ate~~,rol1! a J.lst!pf pe~1i!9J\~. ~Q.ll[ld to, bE! ~allq!lal ... ; ere;Jl~E!to pr!lct1CE!%,andPrOCedUrE! 1,1'1 the cour!:s, 18 

Hi •• ':4 '.'~'04!'Y,"'J"iO'~I-''''i' •. g ..... ' ,,,,,;ti,,'i.,..,,y .'.l~ViqedbE!t;w~e: t~e:~egJ~sht\!~~, . 

'c ";. 

'~' . '. 
35~ 

,1 

'j 

." 
" 



.6 

,/r 

'/ 

. ,:':' 

-t", 

'~=ii'iiiiiiiillliiiliili ____ ""_"' ___ "" ________ ";""_~'''''''''';''' __ '_'''' '~~--'- .".-",.";,',_/.~,',, .. -, .. );; ........ ".;~·~ .. "ta .... ·e--)" .... ·;-~ . r , , \:" _, .-~ <". 

Figure 1: N.ewYqrkcourt sY$tem, 1980 
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=,i;\'dnd the courts, aitho~gh th~ f~·gislllftii'~. ~yclele.,. 
.'~'ate its power to any court or to the Chief Admin­
istrator.of the Cohrti? ,p~ovidl[!d that the' lat.ter 

,mayprily exerCise such "power with the advise and' 
~onsent of tl1e Adl1)inis'trative.;Board. 'The legisl<j:';' 
ture, is Vestedwith.po~er to~,~tflrminepractic~ and 
procedure in the cot..rts. The Chief Juclge of the 
Court of 'i\ppeals,/after 'consultation withi::lie Ad­
ministrative BO,ard of the C~lUrts (mad~' up. of the 
Chief Judgeat;l(.tt~e four presiding justice's of the 
Appellate biNi_~io'bll)imd allpro"ai ,by the Cqurt of 
Appeals ii!s~abl':l.shess~llndards and administrative 
policies fbrgenera,l applicatiQnthToughol.lt: the 
stiite. './' I' . 

'.:;The Chief AdminiStratorof'the Court:s is 
vest~d'wiZh'power to adoptad!ll~nistrative Tules for 
the)(6rd'erly trans!Iction of business in the trial 
.;;qti'rts. ' The Appellate Divisions are vested with 
,pb~er' to adopt administrative rules for the orderly 

/'transactionof 'business in ;'their courts ,and in 'the 
./' Appellate Terms Of the Supreme Court in their re- ., . 

/r ~pectivede.part!llertts,'.· ' 
. [Consi:.,"Art. Vl. 5S28, 30i Chief Judgeis Ad., 

ministrative Iie\egation, April 1, 1978 :(hetein­
after Chief J'udge} s' PelegatiQ~'}'l 

. ,~ i r t t\- .;-

IntermediateA!lpellatEi Courts 

2.1.1 APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF THE SUPREME (JOURT. 
There' are ~C?ur AppeUate DivisJonsl>f ,l:~e Supreme 
Court, onl[! in:':Elach of the four jl.ldicial' depart..., 
ment~: 'Theys:Lt in permanent l,ocations. as follows.: 
1st Department ill Manhattan (tlew York'C~ty), 2nd 
Department in ikpoklyn, 3rd Department in Albany, 
,mci 4th. Departmertt in Rochestet-. 'Sittings i'n, other 
locations are permitted where the justicesdet:er­
mine that public in,t~r~st!!;> ~~quire~: The"nu~1>l'!r, 
cO!ll!llence!llent date, andlerig'th.o'f termS of the AP''­
pel1at~ Divisions are elitablishecl eachfe<ir by-the 
Pre~iding -Tl.Istices and the 'associate jiJiJtices of 
. each Department:. " . 

[Const~, Ax-t. VI, 54(1), Judiciad· Law'§75; 
Chief Judge,' s Delegation §3]; .' "'I • 

2.2.~)'::O;;;gt\niZ~tion. The Appellate Div'isions lIit. 
iQ' panelS of, 40r 5 justices ollEiach <case. 'Ji'our 
justices 90rtstittite a quorum and no more 'thanfive 
justice's' caithear any particular case. The Appel­
late Divisions in ~he 1st and ~ndd~pattments co.n-

i, si/ltof seven justi~ell each and in the 3rd'liM 4th 
departments'offive. justices eac.Jl; EII,chAppellate}',., 
Div.ision lliayalsO,req\.'est thl[! GOVernor to' desigri!ite . 
add.idonal.iustices 1:0' ins\\re the speedy 'di8~osl-. 
tio~ ofbosiness before it."'. ..• // " 

[etinst., Art. VI, HI' "f'/" 
2.3 .1 Jurisdic Hon' " //; " 

·a. ,The COQrt ;has!:~~isdicd:0I\in .l!1lliatt~~s 
relating 1:0 the /l,dmiusi1)rt, di$cipline, and removal 
of' attorneys." , ' . .' .' '. 

b. <Thl!~ppen~te!)iV;isionshear ~rtdaeteimine 
appeals f~om judgiue'li'ts ott, orders of' .the courts C?.f 
origirid. juri&diction' in cJ;''imirtal!lncl CivUc~s¢s, 

, and 'x-eview civil IlPpell.!s from,l:r~App~llai;~ Tetms" 
The dividotls ma,yrevicw. cletetminati.ons of the , .. 
COlIIJniss iort on Jl.lciici81Conduc t (ref~renc~s~c-
tlon 'I .l)~ith 're8pe~t":to justi,ci~sofTown'<1nd 
Vill~ge,: Ju~t~ceCo.~rts.ifsucJlai;ithor~ty is gr~f\t-
.ed.by·the'le8.i!!blt\.l~~",(Thi8 Juri~di'ctfqn"lllii 

removeA.Oc!!6ber 5, 1980,.,); "0 ., "', , 
[COns.e., A,rt, VI, H4 •. 22j JudlC:18ry La~ 590; 
CiviLPracticeLllw and ltule,s (hereinafter' 
C.P.L~R.)Al'l:.57). 

2.4.1'JQ8eices (24)- , :,.'-
a.Tb~ presiding justi,~:rbfot each of the four 

Appe Uate Di visiffii~:i s cles ign~ted'by the Goverllor 
from jl.lstic~s ell[!ct~'Sto (1)eSupreme Court: ill the 
'department in whichh~: is to serve.. The presiding 
justice serv~s for the remainder of t:hetermto 
which \1e'w8s elected as <!I' Supreme Court justice. 

.h.'Appellate'Divisions 'of the Supreme Court 
justices lI\ust havepr~cticed law in ,the state for· 
at'least 10 year!! prior ~o appointment. 'il 

c;JUl!tices of the'Appellst;'e Divisions of the~' 
. Supreme Court are de$igRateq, by the Gove::l)or from' 
the justiceselecl:ed to 'the; Supreme Court~ "A. ma­
jority of jt.i~tices,in each Appellate DLv1sion must 
bere;sidents o~~he particular department they are 
designated ,to serve." UnlesBhe is B$pecially 
designatE':d justice, i.e., ;'one.whoha'sbel[!n desi~-. 
na!:ed to'serve illreSP,pnse tot'the reques~ of· an Ap':o'" 
pellate;nivisionfoi assistance i.n'insuring the . 
speedy qisposition of its caseload, ea.eh justice 
serves 5-year term 01' the remaind,er of the" Supreme 
,Court te1,'lll to wl:J,ich hewaselected~ whichever is' 
le!!!!. Qualified justices l!Iay, be, reqes.ign.ated. 

[Const. , Art. VI,. 5§4,201 ., 
2.5.1 Adminis,tration 

!I. The prl[!sidJng justice ane;! assl)ciate' justices 
of each Appellat;e'Div1cion 'ha:\r,e"adm,inistrat:ive 
authorl.tyover' .the'ir court. This authority in­
cludes respons:Ck1'litY'for. a~sigl)ing jUstice1E,) ~p;" 
pointingnonjudiciaCemploy~es. !In()' s~tting'1:he 
hour" anei' termsdf the cQurt. . .' 

b. There is rto,provision for in admirtilltrator 
fot the Appellate Divisions., ReferenceSection 
5.2. b( sta te-leve1< admiriisfrator h' 

c. The justices9f the, AppEilla't:e Divisions ap,.. 
point a clerk forthei7; reSpeCl:1Vl[! courts. ' They 
also have the 'power tO~e!lioVe ':thel!eappointed 
clerks £:, Th,e c).erk'superv;i.ses'nqnjuciicial employees 
in the: .Appe:na:te Divi~ion.' . .' • 
:',,[J!ldidary, ~aw §93; 'Chief ~ue;!ge' s Delegation] 

2' .. 6~i Rule-making. TheAppiallat'~Divisionsposses$ , . 
such procedur!Ilf91e-making authox-ity to aqopt 'ad;" 
~inistiative ruh;~ for the .efficientand orderly 
transac,tionof I)ti~ine!!s in' theft ~o.l.Iits. . 

. [chief Juqge'!! DelegaHon~ 
,11[,; r;-, ". C , c_'f.-

. 2.1.2 APPELLATE TERMS OFTHESUPREHE COURT; The 
Appellate( D~visionof theSupfeni~',;Courtip: each 
juciicr~al'dep8l'tmeni: may jistabHllh an,Appellllte'l'erni 
for' itsdepar~il'ent c,r for ac.ourityp~ judiC:i41 
d,istrict within thl[! ciepartnien:~ •. , . 

[Const., Art. 'vi, 'S81 ".' 
2.2.2 Organizatii:m. Each Appellate ~E!!m' is m~nned 
by l)etweel\3'!lnd 5 justices. . The,cou;rtsit:sin .'1 

Pilnels' consisting ofnomor.e than three. justices. 
Two jus~ice8constitutes quorullIanq' die concur­
retl¢e of,tw9 isrequirecl 'for a dec'ision. ~ tlleteare 
presentlftl\ree AppeU/iteTerms.1'he' Appetta"te 
TerJn of the Supreme .Court for the 1st Judici~lDe­
partmen,t sihin New York City ,nd ,hlaa,rs appe!lls ,e; 
froll\ the NeW Yotk C;:ityCriitlinaland.Civil .Courts .. , " 
sitting in New Yo:;ltl1nd. }3r~n?C, Coutltie.s .•. The Appel..., 
1!lteTe1,'lll' 'o'£' the'~\ipreme Cotirl; for th~ 2ncianq 11th 
JudicialDh't;r:i.~t8 (judil:ialdi~t'ric~sth!lt:irt¢lude 
the "dbUntie$ o£Kings, Qi.!e~ms, li'n,dRichmcind) sits • 
ih 'lirdoKlY:n, ana hears.epp~als fro1li 'the New"York' 

'Qity"cf'i:min,iJ\,anli 'C'i,vilO~tirtssittirigin King~, 
.' ~eerts. a'!ld~ic~m~nd( Counties, The, Appe),l,ate"Term' 
of th~.SupreJneQourl: . for the 9th 'arid 19t~rjudicial 
~isi:rj,ct~Xjudi,cial(Hstricti that' include the 
cotinti~s Q£'!j)iit:'!ipess iOran~' •. Put.n,.m:.~oc;kland, 
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Westchester; Nassa~, and Suffolk) sits in Brooklyn, 
Gar.de~ City, and White Plains. This court hears 
appeals from CC)unty, District, Town Justice, Vll.­
lage Jus~ice. an~ City Courts within the 9th and 
10th Judicial Districts. , 

·[Const., Art. VI, S8; Title 22, Official Com­
pilation of Codes, R~les, and;~Regl.ilations of 
the State of New York (hereinaftEir 22N,YCRR) 
U640, 730] 

2.3.2 Jurisdiction: 
3'. The Ae~e,llate '";Cerllis have no original juris-· 

diction. " "" 
. ' b. Appellate Terms are established as needed 

by the justices of an Appellate Division. AS may 
be directed by the Appellate Divisions which estab­
lished them, they have jurisdiction to hea,r and 
detertl\ine app~Q).s, whiclt2are"auth.orized by law to 
be t~lken to trye' Supre)ne COl.lrt oi:<'to the Appellate 
Divisions, provided they may not hear app~als from 
a Supreme Court, a Surrogate's Court, a Family 
Court, or appeals i~ cril1!inal cases prosecuted by 
indictment. 

[Const., Art. n, 581 
2.4.2 Justices (9 Supreme Court justices serve) 
The constitution pe~its three to five. j~stices per 
term. , 

s. There is no provision for a chief justice 
over the three Appellate Terms. The Chief Adminis.­
trator designates, with the approval of the approp­
riate Appellate Division, a presiding justice for 
each Appellate Term. The presiding j~stice serves 

/) until the end of his term as !!upremeCourt justice. 
b. Appellate 're,:rms justices must havE': practiced 

law in the state for at least 10 ye4rs. 
c. Justices of the'Appellate Terms of the Su­

preme Court a,):e designatE!d by the Chie'~ Administra­
tor of thE! Courts with the approval of. the prE!sid;" 
ing jUtjticE! of the Appdla'te Division~·.i,n. the judic­
ial departmE!tl,t;.,-in which they will SE!rve,. from the 
justices elected to the Supreme Court who are resi­
d.ent within the geographical area served by .the Ap­
pellate Term. 

[Const., Art •. VI, 58; Chief Judge's Ddegationl 
2.5.2 Administration. The presiding j~sticE! and 
associate justices of an Appellate Divisipn in 
which an Appellate Term has been established have 
adl1!inistrative authority over the AppellatE! Term. 

a. The presiding justice appoints persollal as­
sistants,who serve as their own law. ,secretaries. 

·b. The presiding. justice of an Appellate Term 
is the administrative judge of that court. 

c. Each chief clerk supervises nonjudicial em­
ployees in hill Appellate Terll!. 

[Chief Judge's Delegation] 
2.6.2 Rule-making. Administrative rule!! for each 
Appellate Term are proml,llgated by the Appellate 
Division that'establishedit. 

[Chief Judge's Delegation; 22 NYCaR H640, 7~l, 
732] . ~ 

Courts of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Chief Administrator of 
the. Courts; fr0in til11e to time, fixes the number, 
commencement date!!, and places for holding .special 
and trial terms 'and the length of !!UCP teJ;ms of the 
Supreme court and assigns jl.lsti~es to 'hold !!uCh 
terms. . 

[Const., Art. VI, 528;eChief Ju~ge's Delega­
tion] 

3.2.1 Organization. Ti1e, state is ,presently divided 
into 11 judicial districts. Each distri.ct is drawn 

., .. ,1 

,., ~, .. Jt , 
~~ 

"'---y-' 
~, 

• '')11'. 

on c~~nty ~ines and contii~lsfrom 1 to 11 counti~s. 
Onc~ evei'y: 10 Y!i!ars the legisiature may increase" 
or decrease .. the number ofd,istricts. There are no 
speciaJ~zed divisi9ns of tll.ecourt, excep't in the 
city .gj'New York whiCh has civil and criminal divi­
s,ions\.! A branch of the Supreme Court exists in 
each~ounty. , . . 

[GO[lst., Art. VI, 56; Chief 'Admi~istra.to,r of 
th~, Co~rts] 

3.3.1 Jurisdiction 
" . a. The Supreme Court has. excl~sive jurisciJction 

over felonies lind indictable misdemeanors in 'New 
York City. Tile court also has unlimited Qriginal 
jurisdiction, but it generally hears cases outside 
the jurisdiction of other. co~rts. such as: civil 
matters b~yond the financiab) .. imits. of courts of 
limited jurisdJction, normally those above. $6,OOQ 
or $10,000 (variEis according,to jurisdiction); di­
vorcEi, separation, and $nnulment proceedings; and 
suits in the nature of ~quity, such as mortgage 
forec losures and injunc tions. . 

b. The Supreme Court has no appellatE! jurisdic;" 
tion. 

[Const., Art. VI, S7] 
3.4.1 Justices (263) ... The number of Supreme Court 
justices is deterl1!ined by the legislature within 
constitutional limitations. The nu~ber varies. from 
9 to 61 per district. 

a. There is no provision for a chifi!f justice 
over the II judicial districts or for Ii p+edding 

. justice for each distrlct. 
b. Supreme Court justices must have been mem­

bers of the bar fO.r at least 10 year~. 
c. Supreme Court justices ar~ eleU~ed by the 

voters of the judicial districts and serve l4-year 
terms. There are no, reJention ehctione"in the 
State of New York.Th~r.,e may be 'a, pr'imary if any 
party nominatiO,n is cont'ested. 

35.4 

[Const., Art. VI, 556, 20; Judiciary Law 
H4Q-a; Chief Judge's Delegation] 

3.5.1 Administration 
a. There is no provision for a chief justice 

over the 11 judicial districts, or for presiding 
justices for each district. The Chief Administr.a ... 
tor of the Courts administers the Supreme Court in 
all districts. 

In those districts within New York City, he 
is assisted by the deputy chief adminiStrative . 
j~dge for ~he courts within New Yor~ City, as well 
as by the deputy New '(ork City administrative 
judges (one for the Criminal Branch, one for ,the 
Civil Branch, and one for the Family Court of the 
City of New York), and by the four assistant admin­
iai;rative judges. The deputy and assist;llnt admin­
istrative judges temporarily assign judges .and 
oversee orderly administration. Outside New York 
City, he'ls assisted by the deputy chie~adminis­
trative judge for the courts O,utside New Yo.rk City, 
as well as by the district administrative judges, 
who temporari~y assign judges and overseeordE!rly 
administration£'< ,. 

b.Ther~ .ai(i'no provisions for an administrat.or 
overall the districts, of the S~preme CO,urt or for 
administrators for the individual districts. Ref­
erenCE! Section 5.2.b (state-level administt.tor)~ 

c. The Chief Administrator of the Court'S'·,.ap­
points all CO\l~t clerks. in the trial courts p'£ 'the 
state, except in the Town'and Village Justice' 
Courts. '!be Chief Clerk in each court 8upervis.es 
al;\. nonjudicial personnel.exeepttltEijudges' 
personal staff (law clerk and stenographer). 

[Chief Judge's Delegation] 
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3.6.1 Rule-making. Administrative rules,for the 
Supreme Court are adopted by the Chief Administra­
tor of the Courts. Individual courts may promul­
gate local rules consis'tent with genera~ practice 
and procedure as provided by statute or' general 
rules .• 

[Const., Art. VI, 30~ Chief Judge's Delegation] 

3.1.2 COUNTY COURT. 'The number, places, comfuence­
. ment dates, and the lengths 'of terms ,are set by the 
Chief Administrator of the Courts, from time to 
ti~e, as case loads require., ' 

[Chief Judge's Delegation] 
3.2.2 Organization. The courts are constitution!:" 
ally mandated in each of the state's 57 countiesl' 
outside of New York City. There are no' special~zed 
divisions of the court. 

[Canst., Art. VI, nO] 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The County Court. exercises unlimited juris­
diction over all crimes and other violations of 
law. Its civil juri!!dicti<?n is constitutionally 
limited to controversies involving. less than 
$6,000, unleSll the legislature increase!! a particu-:­
lar County Court's ju!."isdiction up to a constitu­
tional maximum' of $10',000. Fifty-four of the i/ 
state's 57 County Courts have\,li'e~!1 conferred civil if 
jurisdiction up to $10.000 by ,~.;t,~~ legislature. " 
. b. The County Court'S,has appelJ.at~ jurisdictioq" 

to, hear appeals from determinations in the Dist- i( 
rict, City, and Town and Village Justice Courts. /1 

[Canst., Art~ VI, Sll; Judiciary Law H90j 1/ 
3.4.2 Judges .(104). The nu~ber of judges is dete':r"­
mined by the legislature. Forty-six of 'these 104: 
judges also serve in the Family and/or' surrogate\ls 
Courts. 1\ . 

a. The County Court does not have a chief ju~ge 
ove~ all tl:le counties or presiding judges for the1 
individual counties. \1 

b. County Court judges m~st have been admitted: 
to practice law in the state for at least 5 years.· 

c. County Court judges are elected by the 
votera of their respective 'counties in p~rtisan 
elections and serve lO-yearterms. There are no 
retention elections in New. York state. There may 
be a primary if any party nomination is contested. 

[Const., Art. V.I, §HO, 20; Judiciary Law' 
55182, 184] 

3.5.2 Administration 
a. There are'no provisigns for a chief judge 

over all the counties of the County Cour~ or for 
presiding judges for the individual co~nties~ 

b •. The~e"at'e,:no provisions for an administrator 
ovel""'£1ll tf.'El ~.l,County. Courts. Rderence Section 
~," 2. b (state-level administrator). AdmitiiStration 
h' by the Chief.~~Administrl'.tor of the Courts, as­
sisted. bY::,,:;'~h~ ·'a€puty chief ~dministrative judge for 
th~ courtii outside New York City, a.nd further as­
sisted by the district: administrative judges. Ref­
erence Sl:!ction 3.S.l. ~n multijudge Coun':y Courts, 
(j,oe judge may be designated as supervising judge 
of that court. 

c. The Chief Adminis.trator of the Courts ap ... 
points COl.\ntYCourt clerks,whb s~pervise nq!ljudic­
idemployees in a County Court, except for the. 
personal staffs of' the judges. 

[Chief JUdge "8 Ddegat ion] 

to tim?, as caseloads require. 
[Chief Judge's Delegation] 

4. 2!~ 1 Organization. Each of'· the 8ta~e.1 s 62 c~unt­
iEis, inc1udillg the 5 counti~s.in NE!wYork City, has 
a Surrog!lte's Court. There'are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

. 4.3.1 Jutis.diction 
a. The Surrogate~·',s Court has jurisdiction over 

a11.actions and proceedings relating to the affairs 
of decedents, probate of wills, administration of 
estates,and guardianship of the property of min­
ors, The Surrogate's Court also has concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Family Court over adoption 
proceedings, 

b. The Surrogate's Court has no appellate jur-
isdiction. " 

[Canst., Art. VI, 512; Family Court Act Section 
641] 

4.4.1 Judges (35). The m.imber of surrogate judges 
is determirled by the legislature. Each court must 
have at lea.st one judge and other!! are added by 
legislative !lcts. County Court judges can serve 
.~.!I 'the county's surrogat,e. Currently there are 35 
surrogate judges, 9 coun'ty judges }"ho a;~(e als()~'8ur''';'' 

frogates, and 28 county judges who 'ltre Also !!urro-
gates and Family Court judges. ~,U , 

a. Su~rogate' s Court in each COU11,t.~ is presid'eel 
ovet' by an elected surrogate, or, wher~the legis­
l~ture has so provided, by a 'County Court judge 
discharging the duties .of surrogate, 

b .• SUrrogate!! must have been a:dmitted toprac­
tice'law in New York for at least 10 years, while 
County Court judges who also discharge the dutil;l'S 
of surrogates need only have been admitted to the 
practice of law for at least ~ years. 

c. Surrogates are selected in the same manner 
as County Court judges. Reference Section 3.4.2.c. 
Judges serve lO-ye~r terms, except New York City 
Surrogate's Court judges, ,~l:I0 serve 14-yeal~ terms. 

[Const., Art. VI,§§l2', 14;' 20; Judicia1;'y Law 
H84; Surrogate's Court Proce4ure Act, §2603] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. There are no prOVU10n!! for presiding judges 

for the Surrogate!s Court. 
b. There are no provisions for an administrator 

o,ver all the Surrogate's 'Courts or administrators 
'for the individual· Surrogate's Coilrt. Reference 
Section 5.2. b (state-level administrator )'. The 
Chief. Administrato'r of the CoUrts administers all . 
the Sur~ogatEi's. Courts, assisted by the deputy\?,_ . 
chief administrative judges for the courts outsf~e "" 
and i\lside New York City, as well as by the,i,t' suB":... -
ordinates. Reference Section 3.5.1.' " .. 

c. The Chief Administrator of the CO,urts ap";'" 
points' ~1.II:rogate's Court clerks, who supervisee'non­
judicial employees in Surrogate's Courts, except 
for the personal staffs 9f the surrogates. 

[Chid Judge's Delegatiop] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 3.6.1. 

4.1.2 FAMILY COURT. Uniform Family Court Rules 
provide that the Family Court shall bE!' open Monday 
through" Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., except that 
the Chief Administrator of till:! Courtslnay provide 
differently outside the Ci~y of NewYC)rk, depending 
upon caseload. 

[22 NYC~ 1250.1] 
3.,6.2 Rule-making. ' IrHerenceS~ction 3.6.1. 

Courtil of Limited or Special jurisdiction 

4.2. 2 Oraanizatio.!!.~ There is a Family Court estab'­
liahed fot: the ilbte of New York.. It if,.. establish­\> ,,;;,ed,in each cqunty outside th~ City of N~w' York, and 

~, also in the City of New Yo~l(. ' 
4.1.1 SURROGAtE'S COURT. The number, place!!, com­
mencement dates, and the lengths of terms are set 
by the Chief'Adminil!trator of the Courts, fromtll1!e 

',.) 
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[Cot\st., Ar~. VI, 513; Family COUl"t AC,t Bil7, 
1~l, l3l; Chief,Mministratol" 'of theCol.\rts] 
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4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
'(; a. The Family Court has jurisdiction in cases 

involving families .and chi.1.dren. The court's major 
types of casesinvol ve: ,juvenile delinql,le~c~; 
cpild protection; minors in need ofSUPerv1810n; 
revi~m '. and approval of foster care, placements; pat-. 
ernii:y~1eterminations; family offenses; adoptions 
(c~ncurreI\t jurisdiction with the' Surrogate's 
Court); support of dependent relat-ives; permanent 
neglect; termination of parental rights; guardian­
ship; and cust~gy. The, Supreme Co~rt! h~we~er, 
rather than the1;"Family Court, has Jur1sd1ct10n over 
cases involving divorce, separation, and ailnl.1lment. 

The Family Court in New York City also has 
"Designated Felony Act Parts" for hearing certain 
felony cases specified by statute. In other count­
ies of the state, these designated felony case.s 
have hearing preferenCe. -

b. The Family COl.1rt has no appellate jurisdfe~ 
tion. . 

[Const., Art. VI, §§l, 13] 
4.4.2 Judges (107; 37.County judges also serve). The 
number of judges is determir.~d by the legislature. 
Family Court in each co,'fnty:::tJ! presided over by one 
or more Family Court judges, or, where the legis­
lature has so. provided,by a County Court judge 
discharging the duties of Family Court judge. 

a. The Family Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. ,Family Court judges must have been admitted 
to practice law in New York for at least 10 years, 
while County Court judges who also discharge the 
duties of Family Court or Family and Surrogate's" 
Court judge, need only have been admitted to. the 
practice of hw for 5. years. 

c. Family Court judges are elected by the 
voters of their respective counties in partisan 
elections except in New York, City, wllere they are 
appointed by the Mayor. All judges serve a 10-year 
term. 

; 

[Const., Art. VI, §§13, 14, 20; Family Court 
Act §§l2l, 124, 131, 134] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a.There are no prqvisions for presiding judges 

for the Family Court. 
b. There are no provisions for an, Administrator 

over the Family Court statewide. Ref.ere..Ilce Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). The Chief Ad­
ministrator of the Courts administers the entire 
Family Court statewide" assisted by the deputy 
chief adwinistrative judges for the court!! inside 
and outside New York, City, and their subordinates. 
These include, ,in New York City, the Family Court 
administrative judge. Outside New York City, spe­
cial administrative judges fOr the Family Court 
have been appointed to supervise the Family Court 
where a need for such administr;ltive judges exists. 
Reference Section 3.5~1. .' 

c. Each Family Court has a clerk of court who 
keepstlle records and seal. The. 'clerk supervises 
nonjl.1dicial employeE!s in his Family Court. 

[Family Court Act §216; Chief Administrator of 
the Courts] 

4.6 .• 2 Rule-making. Uniform statewide Family Court 
rules and local rules for the Family Court of New 
York City have been promulgated. Reference Section 
1.6. . 

[Family Court Act §2l2,; 22 NYCaR 52501 to 
§2!\10, S§2590,,2655, 2685, 2755, 2770, 2810, 
28~(n '. !' 

4.1:.3 Ci~IL COURT OF THE CITY OF ,&EW YORK. The 
n\lmber, plaC(1lS; cQmmenCement d~tes, and the lengths 

",'t,'.' " 
\, - i'. . 

.------------------------

'of terms are .set by the Chief AdministrAtor of th~ 
Courts, f~()m time to time,. ascaseload re~uires. 

[Chief Judge's pelegation] II , 
4.2.3 Organization. The Civil Court sits at ~an­
ous locations in the 5 counties of New York G1ty,~. 
The Civil Court of the City of New York has a Small 
Claims Part and a Housing Part. 

[New York. City Civil .Court Act (hereinafter 
C.C.A.) §§102, 110, l80lJ 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Civil Court of the City of New York has 

jurisdiction to entertain civil ca.ses involving 
amounts up to $10,000. It includes a Small Claims 
Part for informal disposition of matters not e~­
ceeding $1,000 and a Housing Part for poullin&, code, 
violations. , 

b. The Civil Court !>f the CiJ:y of New York has 
no appellate jurisdiction. ' 

[Const., Art. VI, §l5; G.C.A. §HO, Act 2, Art. 
, ~8]. ~. , 

4.4','.3 Judges (120). The number, of judge~ authonz­
ed is determined by the legislature. 

a. The Civil Court does not' have" prEl,si,~ing 
judges. 

b. Civil C.ourt judges must'have practiced; law 
in the state for at least 10 years.-

c. Civil Court\ judges are elected in partisan 
e~ections in a county in New York City o~ in a 
court district in New York City and serve' lO-year 
terms. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§l5, 20; C.C,.A. §l02] 
4.5.3 Administration 

a. There are no provisiQI\'fj for presiding judges 
for the Civil Court of New York City. 

b. The Chief Administrator of the Courts admin­
isters the Civil Court of the City of New York, as­
sisted by the deputy chief a9ministrative judge for 
courts inside New York City, and by a deputy New 
York City administrative judge who is a~so adminis­
trative judge for the Civil Court. Reference'Sec­
tion 3.5.1. 

c. The chief clerk has the power to administer 
oaths, take acknowledgements, and sign the process 
or mandate of the courts. The Chief clerk s1/;per~,',,, .' 
vises nonjudicial employees iill the Civil coutt !;,f::;' 
the City of New York. ;1 

[C.C.A. §l09] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Special rules of. practice for 
the Civil Court of the City of New York have been 
promulgated. Ref~rence Sectioq 1.6. 

[22 NYCRR Part 2900; C.C.A. S2103] 

4.1.4 CRIMINAL COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. The 
Criminal Court of the City of New,York is in ses~ 

. sion dai,ly. ,e~cept Saturdays, Sund~~ys, a~d holi­
days .1'hE:\ nWlIbers, places ,coll!lllem~~ment da~es, and 
the length of terms are s.et, . from t·tme tot1me, by 
the Chi~\f Administrator of the, Court~. " 

[22 NYCRR 2950.3; Chief Judge's D~legat10n] 
4.2.4 Organization. The judges .of the,Criminal 
Court s'it at various locations in thl'! 5 coullties . 
of New York CitY' The court. in each county of the 
city is divided into sp~1:ia,l*~~"d divisiQPs or .parts 
that handle certain events in thE! trial proces!!. 

"The jurisdiction of each of these parts is specH-
ied by rules of court. 

[22 NYCRR Parts 2950.1, 2950.2; New York City 
Criminal Court Act (hereinafterCrim. Ct. Act) 
S20] 

4.3 •. 4 Jurisdiction 
',a~' The Qriniina.l Court of the City !>f Ne~ York 

has jurisdiction to condl,lctfe1ony arraignments ~nd 
pre,linlinary hearingii" It als,o has jurisdiction tQ 
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hear, try, and 4eterminea11 mi~demeanor case's, and 
all offenses of a grade less than misdemeanor" in­
clud.ing ordinance violations. 

b. The Criminal Court of the City '0;, New York 
has no appellate jurisdicti!>n. 

[Con8t., Art.·VI, §l5; Crim. Ct. Act Section 
31; C.P.L.R. §l0.30] " 

4.4.4 Judges (98). The' nu~ber' of judges authorized 
is determined by the legil!lature. 

a. The Criminal Court. of the City of New Yo~k 
does np!: have presiding judges. 

b. Criminal Court judgeS mU!!t have practic¢d 
law in the state for at least 10 years. 

c. Criminal Court judges are appointed by the 
mayor of the city fo,r 10-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§15, 20; crim. Ct. Act §20] 
4.5.4 Administration 

a. There. are no provisions forpre~Jd~;lg judgeS 
for the criminal Court oJ; the City of NeW YoX'k. ' 

, b. The Chief Administrator of the Court" admin­
isters the.Grimin;ll Court of th~ City of~~ew York~ 
assisted by' the deputy chief ~dministrative Judge 
for courts inside New York City, and by the deputy 
New York City administrative judge who is als!> ad­
ministrative judge for the Criminal' Court. Refer ... 
ence SectiQn"3.5.1. 

c. The chief clerk has the power to administer 
oaths, take acknowledgements, and sign the process 
of the courts under the seal therE!of. Thekeeping 
of records of court and certifying and ,furnishing' 
these records are duties of'a clerk of court and 
his assistants. The chief clerk supervises non­
judicial employees in the Criminal Court of the 
City of New York. 

[C.C.A. §23] 
4.6.4 Rule-making. Special rules of practice for 
the Criminal Court have been. promulgated. RefE!r­
ence Section 1.6. 

[22 NYCRR Part 2950.2] 

4.1.5 DISTRICT COURT. The number, places, com­
mencement dates, and the lengths of termS 'are set 
by the Chief Administrator of the Court$, from time 
to time, as caseloads require. ' 

[Chief Judge's Delegation] 
4.2.5 Organization. Courts may only be established 
in. counties or portions of counties' with the con­
sent of the.voters residing ther,ein. At pr:f-S~rtt, 
only two. District Courts exist in the state, both 
10.cated on Long Island. 'Nassau District Court in-: 
eludes Nass~u Coun~y, whileth.e Suffolk District 
Court' includes the five westernmost towns of Suf-,\ 
folkCo~~ty. Specialized divisions PI' parts are 
permitted in accordance with c0llJ't;~ules.Each 
court has a Small Claims P8I't;{' . ,.' . 

[Const., Art. VI, .§l6,; 22%NYCRR'S.S3935,l, 
3840.1'; UnHorm Disti'~h:{( Court Act (hereinafter 
U.D.p.A.) H207, Ar~V18, 2401 (Supplemental" 
Provisions); The American Bench f", p,.1303] 

4.3.5 Jurisdicti6n, . ., 
a. The District Court exercises the same crim­

inal juriSdiction a's the Cl'iminal'Coutt of NewYol:k 
City and, civil jurisdiction similar to the Civil 
Cpurt of New York City, t;lxcepttnat theam!>unt in 
a civil actioumay not exceed $6,000. : 'I'he Small 
Claims' Part has jurisdiction involv~,ng amountS up 
to $1,000. ,:1 '" . 

b. The District Court hilS no appellate jliri's-' 
diction, 

[Const."Att. VI, §$15, '16;U;U;C.A. A:rt. 2, 
Art. 18, S2001; C.P.L.R. §iO.30il . ~-, ~ ., . 1,_, 

" 

4.4.5 Judges (49). I!:ach D~;strirctCol.1rt must have 
at !.east !>ne judge and SUC~! otl'lers as provided by 
lal". L 

a. The judge elected f¥om ~'assau County as a 
whole, ~~d t~e j~dge elect~~d i~\ Suffolk Count~ froll\ 
the entu:'~ D1str1ct Court i1yste.m, become Pres1dent 
of!:he B02lrd o~ Judges qf l;hei~1 respective District 
Courts for theu term of oJ:ficei. 

b. District Court;: judg;ism~;st have practiced 
law in the state for at leJlst 51 years. 

c. Distri~t Court j~dg~s,a~f,elec~ed by ~he 
voters of the1r respect1vel d1Sllit'1CtS' 1n part18an 

iI)\ ' elections and serVe 6-yearl, tertlJlh ' '. 
, [Cons t. , Art. VI, § §l6il 20; $ 2406 of Nas !!ilU 

" " - \~. '. ,I . 
c.ounty Government Law1' §'24Q\7of Suffolk County 
Charter] , .... Il 

4'.5.5 Administration .1 
a. There is a Pres.ident of lithe Board of Judges 

in each District Court, d~lj;*gn~lted by statute. 
b. T9.~ ,Chief Administr.?tor J\:if th,~ Court:sadmin­

ist~rs t\~i:!;District Co~~tl;: as~liste(Vby·the depl!ty 
chief admini,('ltrative judg~~or i~courts outside New 
York City, and furthera~:aitltedl by the 4istrict ad­
ministrative ·judge and tt(~ l~as~:au . and Suffolk ad­
ministrative judges (reference tSection 3.5.1). 

Reference Section 5 •.. 2.b (.statell~le.vel .. ad, .. llIini.st,ra':" 
tor). In each !>f the two exis~!ng District Courts, 
the Presiden!: of the Board of J dges"ha!! also been, 
appointed adminis trat ~ve jUdge.ll· " .<:<) • 

c. The clerk supei'vises thJI nonjudicial employ­
ees' in his Di!ltrict C~\t1rt. He 'hasresponsibilitieS 
as determined by the (]~ourt. Il . 

[Chie!; Administratior 9f"theIC6uttS] 
4.6.5 Rule-making. s~~c~I.);."(l rul:rs of practice for 
the two District Cour~~ Jiave belen {ldopted and prolJl­
ulgated. Referenc;:e S~I!:t'i6n 1~611. 

[22 NYCRR Parts 3~i4,O, 39.?~]1 
'. II' . 

4.1.6 CITY COURT (out~iide tlieC~tyof New York). 
The number, places, c~)mmencement date,s, and the ' 
lengths of terms are Ilet by thejl Chid Mministrator 
of the Courts, from t;ime to tim.!!!, as caseloads re.,. 
quire. " I: " 11" , . 

[Chief' Judge' s D~legationl f . . ' 

4.2.6., org.,aniz~. tion. :'!~he state l~as ~l City Courts, 
one 1n each c.1.ty outlJ1de New Yo. rk C1ty. 'Fourteen 

. ,1111 ... 
ar,~,. courts of, r~cord:; forty-sevlrn are. courts nO.t, 
of record. C1ty courts are cre~lted, and ,lI\ay also 
be abolished, by :~he lti!gi<sl,atur4r" Each City Court 
has a Small Claims Part,with jtlirisdil:tio~ up to' 
$~, ,.000: Other special.ized d, iVijJion!! may..,bee.stab-?, 
hshed.. " .'1 ... ,. , 

[Const., Art. VI, §l7; 22 NI~CRR parts~)300,O, ' 
3200, 3400; U.C.C,A. Art. 1 ; Const., Art. VI, 

. H7] " 
4.3.6 ·Jurisdiction ! " 

a. The City courts have theisame criminal jUr-

iSd. i, ct.io,rt as. th.e .. , Distric .. t ' Court Il'an, d . t, h. e .Crimina.l 
Court of; the City of New York. Their civil juris-
diction is similar to that ·of tl e Disfrict Court 
except that, th~ . sped:fi:cmo~etI11ry )u~is~,~c~ionof 
each .:court var1es:.Tlle mon1tary Jur1sd1ct10n of 
each fCOurt is set forth in th~~ 1fegisJat:ive act that 
establiShed thepar,ticularcout!:.. . " . ,. 

b. The City court has, no appeH;lte jU';~l.sdicton. 
(Const". Att. 'Vl, H7; u •. G~C.A;[I' §12001, 2300;" 
C.P.L.R.§10~301 '11 II If " 

4.4.6 Judges (101 full-tinie'.:and 1:60~J!art-time). 
~e nuinber;ofju~~,es' in the \'Cit~icol.~l7t8, is deter-
m1ned, by the leg181~t~re. , II," I ,.,> . , 

a. In 1I\0st mult1-Judge Cl.~YPou·rtstlte~e 1S, 
either ,a chief or anad,niinis~r:.~live judge (or both) 
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of the respec;:tive cities. Such matters are treated 
in each city charter. The chief judge maya~so be 
designated as administrative judge by the chl.ef 
court admir.istht;o~. ' 

b. City Cour~judges must have been membe~s of 
tQe bar for at least 5 years. 

c. city Court judges may eit~er be e1~cted by 
the voters or appointed by the Cl.ty .Counc1.1, de­
pending 9n provisions of the legislative act' .I.;hat 
established the particular court. They serve 2-
to 10-year te~s. 

[Const., Art. VI, §§17, 20) 
4.5.6 Administration 

a. In most multi-judge City Courts outside the 
City of New Y9,rk there is either a chief jtldge or 
an administratlive judge or both~ 

. b. The Chtef Administrator of the Cou~ts admin­
isters the City Courts, assist;ed by thede~uty 
chief administrative judge f~'f courts OU~Sl.d~ New 
York City, and fllrther assis~ed by t~e d'Lstrl.ct ad­
ministrative judges. ~eferehce Sectl.on 3.5.1. In 
most multi-judge City courtf outside the City of 
New' York, there is either a,i presiding judge or I,an 
ad~i~istrative judge or bo»h. . "I:, 

c. The clerk in each 9ity Court supervi!!es bhl!;: 
nonjudicial.employees i~?is court. He has respon­
sibilities ~El determined·.by the court, 

[Chief Judge's Deler,;ation) ., . " .. 
4.6.6 Rule-making. Unj:form p~ocedural and ~dm~nLs­
trative rules relating to the City Ceurts wl.thLn 
~~ach judicial department have been promulgated. 
Reference Section 1.6. 

[22 NYCRR Parts 3000, 3200, 3400) 

4.1. 7 COURT OF CLAIMS. Two terms of c;:ourt are::,)Hd 
each year in each Court of Claims district. 

[22 NYCRR Parts 1200.1, l200.2J 
4.2.7 Organization. The state is diviqed int~ n~ne 
Court of Claims districts. There are no specLalLz­
ed divisions of the court. 

[22 NYCRR Part 1200.1) 
4.3.7 Jurisdiction , 

a. The Court of Claims has jurisdiction to hear 
and determine claims against the state, by the 
state against the claimants, o~ between conflicting 
claimantG. . 

b. The C?urt of Claim!! has no appellate juris-
diction. 

[Const., Art. VI,. 59; Court of Claims Act Sec",: 
tion 9) 

4.4.7 Judges (43); The cqnstitution s~ts the 
court's membership at eight; however, Lt can be de.,. 
creased to six or increased to any number by tqe 
legislatu~el 'The legislature has set the court's 
permanent me'l'nbership at l7.~, . .. . 

a. The Governor d~signates the presLdl.ng Judge 
over the nine d.list.ric'ts~ The presiding judge 
serves in this role for the remainder of his term. 

b. COllI:t of' Claims judge,s must 'have, practiced 
law in the state for at lea.s.,t 10 years. 

c. The 17 Court of Claill\li judges a1;e appo~nted 
by the GovE!.rno~, wi..th the ad,}ice,,,~nd:co~s~nt of 'the. 
Senate and se~ve 9"'year terms. 11\ a,ddl.tLon, the 
legisl~ture h~s aut;htn;ized th,eq\I'l.~~rl\Or to desig-. 
nate additional tempo,i:;ary (one"I:~rm on~,y),Court of 
Claims judges (Dangerol\sDrug COI1tT<~l Progra!!!) who 
are assigI1ed to other eourts. ~~~se judges now 
num1>er 2~~·: ";) 

[COii8t~, ,Art .VI, US', 20;. COurt 9£ Claims,Ac;:t 
S2; CIli.:e,f Judge's Delegation). 

4.5. 7 Adminili'lfr~.tion 
a .• The presidiIlg judge is . ~enerally'resp,onsible 

for t;he orderly adminisl;ration of the Court of 

/ . ",,* .. - , c; '\ 

Claims !Iunder the Chief Administrator of ,the Courts. 
'b. The Court of Claims is administered by the 

Chief Mministrator of the Courts assisted by. the 
presiding judge of the Court of .Claims. Reference 
Section if. 5.7 .a. 

c. The clerk of the Court of Claims supervises 
thenonju;Hcia1 employees, i~ the court. He has re­
sponsibili,!ties as determined by the court, 

[Chief Judge's Delegatio~l 
4.6.7; Rule-lIIaking. The legibature has specific­
ally grante,~ to the Cour;t o"f Claims authority to 
establish niles' for the' government o~ the court 
and the ~'eg~lation of practice therein, provided 
that such rules are 90nsistent with statutes of the 
state. . 

[Court of Claims Act §9) 

4.1.8 TOWN JUSTICE COURT and VILLAGEiJ JUSTICE 
COURT. Town and Village justices must hold within 
their town or village a court for the trial'" of any 
ae:tion or speci,~l proceeding brollght 1>efore them 
o.ver which they have, jurisdict~oll. Mostto~s and 
"illag~s have jl\stice courts. A, Village Jui(tic~ 
Court has civil jurisdiction over Q,:l\tlses of actLon 
arising within a' village. If a village is within 
a town then the Town and Village Just~ce Courts 
have c~ncurrent c.ivil jurisdiction within .the vil .. 
l!ige. The frequency of their sessions is pre~crib­
ed by rule!! of cou'rt. 

[U~ii;orm Justil:e Court Act (hereinafter 
U.J.C.A.)j Art, 2, S§200l, 2103) 

4.2.8 Organization. A Small Claims Part is man­
dated by !!tatute. 

[U.J.C.A. §lS02l 
4.3.S Jurisdiction 

a. Town and Viilage Justice Courts have the 
same criminal jurisdiction as the Criminal Court 
of the C~ty of New York. Reference Section, . 
4.3.4.a. Their civil jurisdiction extetlds to con­
troversies involving up to $3,000. These courts 
also have jurisdiction in summary proceedings in­
volving landlords and tenants without regard to 
amount. Small claims jurisdiction ~xtendsto: ac-
tions involving $l,OOpo~ ,1e~s. """,,?,:\ , 1/ 

b. Town and Village JustLce ,.OiJurts have riO ap­
pellate jurisdiction. 

[C.P.L.R. S10.30; U.J.C.A. S§20l, 204, lSOl, 
2001' Chief Administrator of the Courts) 

4.4.S Judges (2,424). The legislature prescribes 
the number of justices in each of these ~purts. A 
village may have, no moreth~n two village justices. 
Each town has two town justLces, unles!! a greater 
num1>er is otherwise prescribed,by law or a particu­
lar town. '\) 

a. The ToWn and Village Justice Courts do not 
have presiding judges. 

b. Jusl;ices of I;hese courts, need.not lie 
attorneys. If they are not attorneys, they must 
complete' aco~fse o~: trai~i~g a!id edu:a~ion. 

c. Village justLces are' selected Ln,:a manner. 
that is determined locally. Town justices are, 
··~le~t~d, b~ the; voter.!!. Villa~e justi:es normally 
serve 4-year terms; hO,wever. l.f the Vll1age aoa~d 
of'Trusl;ee,s establishes a.dditiona1 offices of V11-
lageju8tic~, i~ lI\ay a~so pre~cri~e an initially 
shortel' term so :,thatv1llageJlIstLces thereafter, 
are elect~d ever;~ 2 years. The constitution,pre­
scribes th!lt tOWl\'dus~,ices s'erve 4-Year' terms. . 

[Const., Art. 11, SS17, 20; U.J.C~A. S105; !Ll­
lage Law §§3-3Ql, 3-30~;Town Law §20(l)Ul)J 

4.5.S Administration" I: 
a. There are no pr9visions for presidihg judges 

in the Town and Village Justice Courts. 
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b. ThEire are QO proVLS1ons' for an ad\UinistratQ~ 
over the Town al\d Vil,lage Justice Courtfi'. Ref.,.. 
erence Section ,5. Z." (stat,f."·:!.ev€il admi1,l,istJ;'ato'r-). 

'. ,1.\ 

(b) Forwards the itemized ;~stimates of 
the jUdiciary's financiaJ, needs!1 to th~ :~~ppropriat­

(') ~ng bo4ies wil;h recomm~ndation81,' ,.nd Conui~-?nt8. 
"::),1'he Chief;:'Admiqistrat;or o( the COUrtS, administers 

the,: Town &ndYillage JUl!tice Courl;s ... assisted by, 
th~ dl!putY chfefR~dl!li.nistr~~ive judge for courts 
outside ~r..-w York:, qUy, a:nd fUJ;'ther assis ted by the 
dist.rict:' ad~nistrative' judges. Re{erence Section 

<,j, (c) AssigI1¥ justices and judi~s on a 
" (.J)temporary basis. . / ", 

".i'; . (d) D~s.ig"iates and remove~ J~stices of 

3. ~.l. Co., 

c. In ma,nyTown 'Ill:ld, Village Justice Courts , 
there is no cle,rk~" ~n,~ f~ of I;hese ~ourts, there 
.is a clerk and other nonjudicial staff over who;n 
the clerk exercis.,s gen~ra1 supervisiori~\ ' 

i,f;" [Chief Admini~tiT.atQr o~ the Courts] , 
4'.6.S Rule-making •. :' MaflY Procedural matters are de­
fined and specified in, the U.J.C.A. The C~vil 
Practice Law and Rules (C.P.L.R.) and 'the Criminal 
,tll:actice La,w alsoap,ply' to' th~5~' courts. Spe~i~l 
rl,11te" may be promul~~ted p!'ovided they are consis .. 
tent wi3:h statute and: the' C.P.L.R. Reference Sec­
tion 1.6'. 

[tl.J.e.A. 12193] 

Appe1hteTerms with/the approval of the p~esidiI1g 
justice of the apprQ,~riate Appellate Division. 

(e) J;i!!#~natesthe place or places 
where Appellate T4~:~:!I;il. are helel.' 

(,f.> J;>rJmu'aates rules of J',ldicial con-
duc~ with the apP'rC)val.,.of the Cql,1:rt of Appeals. 
"'. (g) E.\xerci'~es such P'f'ocedurl!l rule .. 
makl.ng powers as '.lire delegated by the legislature. 
Such powers are dercised ~ith., the advic'e and con­
sent of the A;dll\inistrative Boa'~.a of the' Courts. 

(h) Adopts administ~a,tive rules for the 
efficient; arid 'orderly transaction,of bu~iness in 
the I;rial :court's in 'cons\,lltation with the. Adminis" 
trl1tive Board of the Court~ o~ the appropriate Ap:­
pellate 'J};visions. '.' 

(i) Appoints .rdll\inist~,ative judges in 
C0l1su1tal;ion with the presiding justice(jfthe Ap-

State-Level Administration pel late Division in whose Q~p~rtment the court is 
, , iCY located. " ':.' .:':, 

5.1 General administrative 'authority. Adml.n1~tl.~a- "(lit Designates, in consultation with, 
tiye authority over the courts is vested in t.he the presidin~justiceof the appropriat:eAppell.~te 
Ci1J,ef Judge Court of Appeais, I;he Court of Appeals, Division, tW6" a~puty chief adl!linistrators, one for 
aild the Chief 'Administrator of the Co.urts. The .... the trial CO~';Llts in New YOt'k City and another for 
Chief Judge, af~~~ ci~m!\l~;ltation with tp,e Admi;ljEilr the trial courts outside the c~ty. .' , 
t'cative Board of the Courts~ establishes standards 1! (It) Esta,blisheji regular }lours., terms 
and administrativ~ polici~~ for general <1.?"!?lica:tio~I,, and pat;ts of court, and assi$nl! justices(and judges 
throughout the')state. :;, JJIl~~h,approval bytlie Court to them'. 
of Appeals, such stand~t,19"pnd policies are prQ-~:: ':,', c. Office organization. The total staff of the 
mulgated by I;he, cnJ~f ~~~ilg~. )' The Chief AdmilliS'tra';' 'administrative office is 438. This includes the 
tor of the COUt'tll~ pn t/~hal:f of the Chief Judge, .:, '2l4:employees in the New York. Ci,ty st<lt~wide office 
supervises the administration and operation of :t'~i:' ", 'apdt?',~ employees, il1 Albany. The Office of the Dep­
unified c.Otirt ,system. '. Th,'il 'Chief Judge appointfl~( t!t!~ •. "uty AG\~Ii,niBtrator ~or the ~ew York City Co.urts 
Chief Administrator o~€he' qourts with theadvf<;~:: ",":,',(wherethe dirt)cl;or of administr.ation fo;£;::.,~e,~ York 
and consent of the Adminis~rative Board of the ':, '<' :qi,~y courts is located also) is staffed wit,~:122 
Courts. Itemiz.ed estimates of the financial nee~ts ' ."persons. The admit\istrative offices of t;he2nd 
of the judiciary are. approved by t:l1e Court of Ai>..: (outsic!e Ne~"York City), 3rd, and 4th Departments 
peals and certified by the Chief Judge, pr'for t9 have lit: l:1;l,ar,d'l1 employees respectively. The 
transmittal to the Govel,'nor for incl:~sion if'\~hE!i" ,9hief Ac'tr.1J'nistrator appoint!! directors of at!~~ui's-
budget. Such estimates cannot btl revi"ed by/the :;tration ~n; th,~ 2nd, ~Fd, and 4th Judicial Depart-
Governor •. Referepce Section 1.5~a.· ~"" ' :}ifuents, who, pl;:?vide Ilqminis,~rative,~~upport tn budget 

",l' [Const., Art;~ 'VI, S2S, Art. VII,. §1) and. persot\:.o~l':l'Qattqrs. The profession<1-l staff pro" 
5,.2 Offic(\~CifCcilirt Administration' ," videa support 8!l,r,!:'h~I'~p(in the following !ireas: 
' "'~<E~~:!Vi~~I1I~nt of, an O~f~ceof,),9our,~, A~mi.r;ls- po~iC7 form~1,a,q~R~;;31~~ exe:utivi'! adviC~6tothe 
tratLon~1.J!uthou:;:ed by) Judl,cl.aryLaw §,2l2(1-)(b), Chl.ef,ludg'f!:1 's,y:<;,te.\ma

"
t>.,..;tlj1sLS, programmLng, and (J 

anlf py chi'\~f: ·')J.~di~· Ii Administrative Delegation " computer. o~erlil'~;.qij'~~' ,~~ldords mana~~ment; .court re" 
(April 1,. ':'J·S~'i~~l~viii)~. , , . : p~rtit;g, tria:l';¢~"}J!~ ~lJ'iq~i~~stratititi\! :oVrt coor-

.' "'~~ ChLe:.. Adm1nLSl>ratorof the Courts (If~,~e. dl.natLon, othe~ COUl;"q. Set'VLces, facLl~tLes manage-
indi,vidual a,ppo:inted .i.~"l,)udge, the title. is Ch~ef ment, and C,?U~t".{l,e~u~,\~tY"l),~~,ro11, I1ccounting, ';:;,. 
AdminiljJ:rative Jud~e~) }'.>. . , ~}lditing~.{'~udgetin~:, rl~d ~,:,~cli'llsing; educal;ion, and' 

. (l)\\TI,~ pO.~1hon~fCh~ef Adm1nL~,tz,:Rtor is eq;,J~l ~:n~lp:yment o~poJltunLhe~; perso~ne1 syst~ms, 
pronded fqr l.n Cae conl):\:Lt;utLon. offLce ,11)~~E.Seme,nt,an/~ employee relat1:ons; legl.s-

(2) T1leconstitu~iot,1 does nol; specify quale lative, ~j(~clltive, pUblic ~pd mediaiqformatiol1, 
ificationl! .for the Chilff Mminisl;rator. In pr;:ll,?-' ancl' ~\,!cut;ive and legislative, liaison;<\pd planning 
tice, he must shew integdty, the,abilil:y 1;0 ~,~'.C,k and ~researcli activities incilicling statist.ica1 com-
with~:: c~)\,\rt per8~nnel» arid ge~eJ~al' legal. ancl aduiin- co<' Rill\~ion, JUdicial .,l~n~~ng, X'es.~~·rcQ evaluatiQn, 
istrative. abiHties. ~e Ch~ef.t\dministr~~C)r of statistical analysis, legal services, and legis la-
the Courts .is apppitlted by .. l;he Chief Judge with the tive. drafting. . .. . 
advice and' consent of theAijininistr~tive Board of,y:';:~Co~"t., "Art. VI, §2S; .JUdicial Article Sec;:-
the,,~ollrfs~ ~nd,serv,," at the pl~asurl,l of the Chief '.r'tions 8, 20, 26; 2S

l
29, 30; 22nd Annu~l~ .. ""'I 

Judge.. .', '. ' . ~t I pp • ..5-11; ChLef g:td~e' s pelega.tl.onl)9v\ 
(3) The Chief Administrator performs the '~'" . 1" ',>J?-J " .(", 

followi~g duties: . 'guas;~-Judicial Officers (? 
<"~l" Supervises, on behalf of tile Chief .' '\1.' 

Jui.1ge, the adll)i~lisl;ration and opl3ration of tlie uni.. 6.1..1 'NtIAL COURTS 
fie~ COUt·t systeiii~-;,' 6.2.1 Referee 

";, a. A court may des'ignate either one or three 
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Figure 2: New York state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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referees. All referees must be attorneys unless 
both parties consent to nonattorneys. Refereeil are 
selec ted by the court. 0 

b. The .:+',eferees serve the trial courts of New 
York as needed. The order of reference directs the 
referee to determine the action or specific issues; 
to report the issues, to 'perform particular acts, 
or receive and report evidence only. 

[C.P.L.R. Art. 43J 

6.1.2 FAMILY COURT 
6.2.2 Hearing examiner 

a. Hearing examiners are selected by the Chief 
Administrator of the Courts. Such examiners must 
be attorneys who have been admitted to the New York 
Bar for at least 4 years and have experience in 
Family Court practice. 

b. The examiner"has the power to issue sub­
poenas, to administer oaths, and to direct the 
parties to engage in and permit disclosure proceed­
ings. Proceedings are conducted in the same ~anner 
as a court tryi.ng an issue without a jury. The 
exami~el·L;;: report can be accepted Or rejected in 
whole or part by the referring judge. 

[Family Court Act, §439) 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial'Conduct. The commission 
consists of 11 members, 4 of whom are appointed"by 
the Governor, 3 by the Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeab:; and 1 each by the Speaker of the Assembly, 
Temporary President of the Senate, Minority Leader 
of the Assembly, and the Minority Leader of the 
Senate. The Governor's appointments must include 

361 
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one lawy~r, one judge, and twp persons who are 
neither lawyers or judges. The Chief Judge must 
appoint one Appellate ~ivision justice and two 
,other judges ,or justiceI', but they cannot be mem­
bers of the Court 6f Appeals or the Appellate Divi­
sions. Legislative ~ppoiritees cannot be active or 
retired judges or justices. 

[Const., Art. VI" $22) 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
organization and procedures of the commission are 
provided by law. The following procedures are 
specified in the constitution. The commission re­
ceives or initiates, ~nvestigates, and hears all 
complaints against judges and justices. '£he com-

L mi 8s ion c·a.n· detel'1l1ine that a judge or justice be 
'., admonished, censured or removed from office for 

cause, including but not limited to misconduct in 
office, persist,ent failure to perform ii'i-lico.:lutcies', ' 
habitual intemperence, aIid conduct prejudicial to 
the administration of justice. It may also deter­
mine that a justice or judge be retired for mental 
or physical disability, which prevents the proper 
performance of his judicial duties. All such de­
terminations are transmitted to the Chief Judge of 
the Court of Appeals. The chief judge provides 
written notice of such to the judge under investi­
gation, who in 'turn has 30 ~ays to request a review 
of same by the entire Court of Appeals. After its 
review, the Court of Appeals may accept, rl!ject or 
modify the commission's determ~:nation. lfthe leg­
islatl\re so provides, commission determinations re­
lating to town and village justices can be reviewed 
by an Appellate Division,rather than the Court of 
Appeals. 

[Const., Art. VI, §22; Judiciary Law §§40-48) 
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F,igure 1: North Carolino court syst~m.1980 

~UPlU!IIE COUj!.T 
7 justices 
Jurisdi<>tion. 
_ Direct' appeals of death or life imprisonment 

.. --.... ~ _ ~:;~~~:~ional questions, dissent in Court of I .. 
\ Appeals, and UtiliUes Coll!llliss~on general rate-

Death or 
life 

:lDprisOIl!lE!nt. 

L
ukins c;asesheard' as of right from .Court of 

" App~als. ,~ ". 
". Other appeals uf major interest, <)r.scretionary 

COURT'OF ~PEALS 
12.judges 
Jurisdiction. . 
_ Appeals from loiler courts, Utilities Commission, " 

and Co~1Ii88ioner8 of Insurance. 

SUPERIOR COURT' (53) 
66 judges " 
. Jurisdiction' '. 
_ civil IIctions\over $5,000. Probate and eminent 

domain matters\ 
- Felo~y eas'i!s; ':.ome -+,8dem~anor.B. 
Appeals de novo o~ criDiinal cases from the" 
District Court. " 
Appeals from admi"i~trative agencies except 
Utilities Commissi<1n, Industrial Commission, 
and Commissioner o~'., Insural},c\s-

". 

Jury' t riala. ' L.=.:..:':...----'...-.zo------ " 
f 

o 

,~ ", 

DISTRICT COURT (33) 
136 judges 

,Criminal 
matters. 

Jurisdiction. : 
_ 'Civil actions $5,000 or less, domestic 

relation8',~and divorces. 
_ Hisdemeanors, preliminary hearings, snd 

ordinanc~ violations. 
- Juvenile matters. 
Jury trials in civil actions. 
No jury trials in crimi"al matters. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

-,-:ji 
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'NORTH CAROLINA 
~ ',11. ' ~, • .'," . " " 

o. 
,-' 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. 'Th~ SUp'r~!IIe'CQurt ),a, one, of 
the twobrancheacompoaing the Ap~llat" Division 

~.nade \1p of the court of laatreaort a~d intemedi­
ate;!!ppen.~e cou'rta in thi! atate)of tbe. Ge~eral' 

"Court Clf Justice (the cQl.\rt ayatem ofN9rth "'. 
C!lr~~ina). The,aeaa!~noofthe:co\1rt lire held in ' 
Ral~1gh unleas ,otherw1ae ~eterm1ned by the General. 
Assembly. 'There are two I;erm~ 'of ci:)urt ea~h'y"ar; 
a apring term cOllllleucitlgon the .firatTueaday in: 
F,ebruary and a fail term c01lllllencing ,on tJtefirat 
Tuesday in September • 

[Conatitutif)n., Art,~cleIY .!lec:tiona' 5. 6(2);, 
Gen~rlllStat:utea ,(hereinlifterGeQ •. , .Stata.)' 
Section 7A-5. R1;llea :of AppeUiI,te l'ioce!l\1re 
28(a~(1)J ~. . 

~1~2 Organization. TQe 'S\1Pre!lle,Co,uJ;t dO,~!1 QCI.t ail: 
in panels. Four juatice~, con8ti,tut;e ,a q.,.or\1m. 

[CeQ.Statl. I7A-:-10] 
1.3 Juriadiction' . 

a.:The Supreme Cpurt "b.lla,juri!ldiction to iaaue 
prerogativ~ 'frita, includingmand!l~!I. prohibitio~. 
ce~tio~ari ..Ilnd!l\1pet~aedeali. . 

b. The Suprem.e C:;oUrt haa ju,ria!liction to revieW 
onap~al Ii judgment (If the S!JperiorCo\1rt'thllt . 
inclqdeli a sentence of d~.thor Ufe impri!lonme~t. 
hnleaa th~j~dgment 'faab.!le~ upon apleaoI,guilty 
or nolo c,~ptendere.. . ' ',' • 
JP The court haa j\1riadiction .torevie~ ,!leciaions. 
fif I:heCol.!rt o~ Ap~.l"re!lde1i:e'i:l~Jncli.eat.hat 
directly i~volv,e ,8aub!ltantill,l, qu!!~tionQriiling 
under tJt~ c.onaHtutionoftbe',Uni.t~d S.tateaot: Of), 
Nortb'Carolina .• inwbic;h tner!!i,a,a diaaent~C!;t' " 
wh.ich invo~ve, review' of a.deciaiQQ,'lof th~ Nort,h 
CarOlina Utilitiuc01i!niaaio.n i~ageneral rlite-

, making caae. ,Theae"IlPPelllafrC!m the. Court ,o~Ap-
pea,laar~. aaof.right. '" 

l:~' any cauae in wbici1"appeal: haa. b!!en .takento: 
th,ecouh of,:Appeab (exce'pt. in IlcauaellPpeale!i 
frQ~ th~ Nort~hCllroli,na:util~tiea- C.iaai()~r or-:l;lIe 
"QrthOarol:itlalpdqatrililC~iaaion. j)rll!=a •• in:" 
volving"revi~w 'of a).,poatcq,nvi.ction pl;:()c,edil1&) • the 
Supreme Court lllAy,in ,.ita!liacretion. on mo,tigllof 

'.ny,par.ty toth~c,a\1a.epr 'ell:,i,t.a .o.wn. ·.,motion.,c. er­
tify'the clluae' fpr review py th. Suprell!e Cp~rt. 
Iilithe~ before or: afte~ i~ haa ~eel)d~teJ:!Dine4 j)y 
the ,cd~X:1: C!f 4pp~a.~.I!'; '. . 

1;i!~.l!upr~mlil Oourtbaa ~\iacrliltiorta~y\re'V.~ew IJ,~~ . 
for., determ.il)~ti,Qnof.·l:ile ~t'U'lilby.~he Court. ,of 
.ppelih 'fh.el) it IlPpe.rl!t.o,,:t.ilIilSuprlil~1il Cour~th~t.' 
tblil,.ubject;iIlIlt.te~. of..tne.\ppeal bal!:'lIign:ific~nt <' 

PQblic i~tere!lt •. ~en't.bec~\u.einvolvel! le8a~. " 
prinr;ipi~a"of IllAjOJ."lIigqitiG"i\ce 1:0 tllej":r.l;apr\1<", ,', 
denceClftheatate.'fhf!!~dlill\,Y il'lc final.~dj~dica­
Hon i!l li~ely to 'reault. f~oi~ ;.,t~iluretQ cert~f)' 
~nd therlilbyc .. uae~l!\lbl!tllD.t1a~\b~rm..Qrt@en~~e" 
w~r~l~'!1 ?:ftbe,o~hlilrco\1J't. '\?f:' t~eAppel.~~~fJ" 
D1V:L110n,.1'" !luc)lthat ,t.he "~P1.dJ;t:a.oua. ad~:Llul!" 
tr~tionof ju.tlc. requi,r,. c'rtifica.t;iOi\. : 

[qe1\~ St.t •• }17.~27 ,'7."~P. 7,,-31.7A';'32] 

"f 
, 1.4 Juaticea (7), 

a. The poaitioi'!. of Chief Juatic~ ia ,. !leparl!Je 
office. A cancl,idate"muat file' fpJ:' ,and run for th~ 
office; of Chief Juat'~;'l';'r, ... '"l'he ,Chief Juatice aervea 
• term of 8 yeaJ:'a. 

.b.',$upreme Court juatice!! muat be United sta 
cHi~ena., muat have a lllw"degree. 'DIUal: b.e .admit 
,to the "orth Carolin~ llar.'muat be at,leaat 21 
years of .'ge lind muat'i)h.v~nbeen a resident. oftbe 
Itate for .t leaat 1 iDogth. . 

'.C. Supreme Court ju~ticea ar:,Iil: electe!l ~b 
tel1lla. by the qu,alified vot~rll of,the.lt.te in. 
tiaan ~lectic;In.. Al), vacancieaare filled ;"y 
guberp.,tPria~ "appointmlilnteffective\~D.til the 
general election. ' , .' , ">\ Ii 

[.Conllt •• Art. lVi' U16.l9;cen. St.ata .•. 17 
Adm.!n~!ltrat!ve;DirectorJ \., 

1.5 AdmJ,n1iltrahon ,J\ 
' •• The, Supr~,ne Courtexerchlilll ad\Dini"trat 

I!n!l!lupeiVi,,ioli ,over"the ellUr~ c9yrt ,ayat\~m 
through the Cbief .Juati~~, tb~ "~lIinilltra~i;~~11 
Director of the Courts. the chief judge Clf tl:l~ , 
Court ofAti~!lla. r.eaJd.ellt jl,ldg.ea .0ftlle,Supe~~io~ 
Court,' .·(I·tr'i,1l1co!lrt adminiatf.!lt9FII.and. the ~Ih.~ef 
AiatJ;ict' jydgea. .R!!feien~eSect~on 5.1 (G~lle~' ai\ . 
a .. dm. ini~tr~t~v~ .~. Qt;Por.~t.~}.1;?e'.".Chie~ J\1aHce.! .. al8~ 
~rforml s,pec1f1ca!lm1n1atrat1ve dut1ea for t.e \ 
l!upr.e!IIt\ (;oqrt., . .:" .,''', r· '. I . 

. .1:1. :i'l\~M!Dilli!lt.~ativ~ D~re<;tor providea ~~min­
'. iatr~~iv~ 8ervi~~!1 fpr .tl.te S\1Prelle Cour-t. , R~lfer:­

\, enceSectioll $:2:,~ {(tt;ate"lev.el.'!ldll\illi!lt,ra~?~lh ' 
c. The P01I!1t10n of Suprelll!! C~rt .c}~r~ 1~ 

authorized by.tl!tute. ',l'he",clerk .ia 'apPoi'!t~ld !In!i 
aerves at. t;~e. pl~.!lu,re o.t.. t~~ cOl,lrt: • 'J;'Iu~re Are rio 

f.orma. '.' 1 pr~VJ;I.l,.o.;,~ ... ~ .. ::.:;..,..f;.'Or ..• 1I •. :L.gn.i..n~. a.~.m.1. nJ,,"trat1.'llle .." 
dut1eatothe ~Jerk. l;npr.ct;Lc~. ,the, cl~J:'lt, aqper-
v:.~a~" t.he ,d.O.C.k .. ~t'''.t~.,~ P:ri,llt:.ing.!>f.,#.C~h. an4Jl1iIJ own 
ataff. K' .'. . ..II 

[Gel) •. ~t,.ta. ~1A-ll; Admini"t:rativePir,e,)rtorJ 
1.6 Rule.-malting. ''nl~. ;coll,titu,tion, provi~eath.at 
t~e Supre~Cou~tMa e~~l!Jlli,ve AllthQ#ty 1;9i _~~ 
rule, af proCl!du~e,llndpJ:'.cti,i:e for the: ApP4!lllat;e 
Diviai!)i\., .~lle <lelleJ:' .. l AII!~eD!blY.~y ,~lte ru11~a of 
procedqrean!l prllct ice for . the :;u.p~rior CQ!llft !Ind· 
Di,a,t;:z;:ic;t: COllrtDivi.i,oJ\a; lto~evet .tti~Genell:al· 
Aa.II!e.~l)'lI\&Y 4ele.,t;II!,tbhlluthorit;y tQ t~~I. ~!lpre!De 
Cou~,t?If.l:h~ .~eg1.aJ.tu"e!lo~a4e.legate t~iia" " 
pq~i!.r ..• ,I;ll.e" .J;e.l1. ~:l •. turtt!D!lyat':a.ll ..... "ltlil~~a. m.~ln.~ •. or 
'1;e""~ .'!,y"rllle.QJ:p.~pi:e~\1re or, p'1;~chce (a~lopt:ed 
b~. "~Il!; :S\1pre~, C?l,I~~(:t9J:'t~.e.Super1pr C'ilur/ror . 
,D1atr:a.ct Qoqrt 1)1.V181,0'!.a ...case law on nll!,e-ma~1ng 
in.4i,catell! t.~"t,"· SUPJ;'CI!~ Cqq;r:tr!Jle.a !lreJl!!l'1!i:l!l:tory 
and'~e( .a.trict 1,:e,n{Q:I1~e!l;.Al t'hoyglt tbe E!\1prel!le 
COQrt . ~"'!I .ien.e~.l powlilrt;Q :aupe;ryi!le lind Ifollt~i)l 
thepl"ocee4i,~ga Af1l11Y' Clf I;he ,other .c()\1rt, ••. .there 
'.~e ,np· fOrl!ll!l,proV:'i"!iOllar~l~rcli;ng~iJle.j{i:Or cour~ 
, adlliini,lIhat~n~ ~,I' ': "'~'. .' .,...',.. '. .'. . 

':, ::;,{CoP..t .• ,>Ar,t,.lV.H;3(2)i, ~Il. St~t,,~pA .. 32;, . ;i;I·" ""'0 •• " C .. rt ......... pr1 .... · p. 
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Intermediate Appellate Court 

'. 2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The CQurt of Appeals hone 
''Of the two branche!l compo!ling the AppeUate Divi­
sion of the Generd Court of Justice. The cOlJrt 
sits in Raleigh:'t4n,d at such Qther locations 'as t;he 
Supreme Court may 'designate. The chief jUdge 
schedules sessions of the court as required to dis­
charge e~peditiously the court's business. . 

[Const., Art. lV, 55; Gen. Stats. 1571.-16', 
7A-19l 

2.2 Organization 
The Court of Appeals sit/.! in panels of three 

judges each. 
, [Qen. Stats. 57A-16] 
2.3 J~~isdiction 
~~The'Court of Appeals has no original juris-
d ' ,..I\ 1Ct10D\, 

, b. j"'\he 9~urt of AppealS ,has j~risdiction to 
issue remed1aland prerogat1ve wr1ts. The court, 
pursllant\ to General Statute8,SpA-26, 7A .... 27 ,7A-29, 
7A-666 , land 7A ... 7.25 hears the fQUOliing ~1'r:e81~: 

~ll) From final judgments of the Supen:or 
court.; i n~lud.in. g j~dgme~t s, entered.' in a postc()n,:,ic­
tion ,heijr1ng and hnal. Judgments entered on rev1e. w 
of a deJision ·of an administrativeagency~· 

,112) ~r~m any, final jullgmimtof a District 
Court 1~1 a c1v11 act10n. . 

II (3) From any interlocutory order or judg­
mentaf a Superior Court or District Court in a . 
civil action or proceeding that: 

(a) Affects a substantial right; 
(b) In effect determines theacti'?n and 

prevents a jud~1llent from which an appealJllight be 
taken;' " ,I 

(c) DiIJcontinues the action; qr 
(d) Gra1'!ts or refuse!! a new tr'ial. 

(4) From any other orller or judgment of the 
Superior Court from which an appeal. is' authorized 
by statute. 

(5) From judgments in juvenile proceedings. 
(6) From a final order or deciaiQn'ofthe 

North Carolina Utilities CODlllissioner or of the. 
North Carolina Industrial Commissioner. 

[Gen.Stats. S7A-32] 
2.4 Judg~,~ (l~) " . I{ 

a. nle Ch1ef JU8t1Ce of the Supreme Court 
designatf~s one of, the judges of the Court of Ap­
peals to se~e at; his pleasure. as chief judge •.. 

b. Court of Appeal judgeS"milllt meet the sallie 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices.' Refer':' 
ence Section 1.4.b. 

c.' Court of, AppealS judges are select eli i'!l ~he 
same manner and for the samet;erm as Sllpreme Court 
Juatices. Referem::e Section 1.4;c. 

[Gen. Stats. S7A-16; Administrativ<! Director] 
2':5 Administration 

a. 'J:hechief judge assignSlllembers to Panels 
in such a fashion that each lI\ember Bits ,a subst.n.,. 
tially equal number of times with each other ~m-' 
bel'. . He presides over the panel of which he is a 
member, and designates the p,:esiding judges Qf the 
otherpanel(s)., The chitif judge a180 schedules 
sessions of the court as required to discharge ex­
peditiou81y the court's 'bu·ainess •. "He recalls IinY 
emergency judge who, in his opinion ,is c()!llpetent' 
to perform the duties of a judge Qf: the Court of 
App~a~s,to 'serve temporarily"in thepl,.ce, 

,~ of ,t~<! judge in whose behalf be is recalled. An, .. 
"\ .. arder of reca.ll may be issued by tbe Chief Juat1ce 

upon ~atisfactory _dic&l P;Qot;· of the facts upon 
which th¢ or~er·ofrec.llmust b, b4Sed • 

'-) 

b.The Administrative Director provides admin­
istrative services for the Court of APPe:sb;' .. Ref­
erence Section 5.2.b (state-level .dministrator). 

c. A clerk is appointed ~r the Court of Appeals 
to serve at. its pleasure. The clerk supervises the 
docket and his own staff. . 
. [Gen. Stats. SS7A-~(i, 7A-19, 7A-20, 7A-39.5, 

7A-39.9; Adm~nistrative Directorl 
2.6 Rule-making. ThE! Supreme Court make~ rules of 
prol;edurea~d'practice for tbe Court of· Appeals. 
Stibject to the approval of the. Supreme Court, the 
Court ·of.: Appeals may promulgate such supplementary 
rule~ as it deems necessarY and appropriate for the 
disch.rge of the jUdicial busineSS la,wfully"as­
signed to. it. 

[Const .,. Ai:t. IV~ U3; Gen: Stats.S7A ... 16] 

couft of. General Jurisdiction 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. This court is also knoW1\ a~ 
the Superior Co.urt Divis1000.f ·the General Co~rt 
of Justice. The Court 1s open'ai::.alltimes. . 

[Const .• ; Art. IV, 552, 9jGen';.7 Stat •• 57A-4ob 
3.1,.Organization. The General A~8eDlblY,is autho­
rized to divide.,th,~!!tate into a conven:Lent null\ber 
of Superior Court juCliciiil, district;; lln& provide 
for at least one Superior Court .jtidge i in each dis­
trict. Thecoilnti~s .oft.hestate ai;e orga~i:i:ed 
into 4 judicial divisions and (33;judicial dis'" 
tricts. Each district is composed of from one to 
seven 'counties and hasfr.om one to five, .resident 
Superior Court jUdges as specified by law. The 
Superior Court sits in the county'seat of each 
county~ 

'Thecon!ltitutionprovides that the l'rinciple 
of rotating Superior .Court judges among the various 
districts of a divisionis a salutary one and ,shall 
be observed. Accordingly, S~periorCourt judges 
rotate o~ "riae circuit" from one district to an ... 
other 'within their divisions. Each regular judge 
holds court 6 month~' in his district of residence 
and then 6 months in the next district and so on 
until he ba8.preside~for 6 months in each district 
of his division. When he rotate.!lto a di!ltrict 
that h~ two or :threeresident judges', his rotation 
period in thl!\t '.district is len$theoed accordingly, 
to 12 or 18 months. A regular' judge, therefore, 
spends only 6 1II0rtths in every 4 1/2 t05 1/2 yearS 
holding cOilrt in his district ,ofresidence.Hany 
regUlar judge!! thus spend montho or years .holding· 
court as far as 200 miles or more away from ·their 
homes, 'CO!IIIIDtin..g on weeltend!lor, in some instances, 
estab~iahing a second home in .the district to which 
temporarily assigned. North Carolina is unique 
among the states in the extent to which it 'carries 
rotatiotio.f the Judges of its.major trial courts. 

[Const., Art. IV, 519(1) ,4,1.; .Gen. Stats. 
SS?A';'l" 7A-42; North Carolina'~8:'General Court 

364, 

of JUiltice, 'po '7] . Q 

3.3 Jurisdict:ion 
a. The' constitution provides ,that . except as 

otherwiseprovided~ythe General Assembly, the 
Superior.C01lrt has Qriginal gener'd jurisdiction 
throughout 'tile st~.te. In r!!sardtoeriminal jqris­
Ili'!:f,ion, ,'the., Superior Court has exc'lullive original 
j~risdiction over all felonies, and may tty misde." 
meanorain certainsituati9ns specified by' law •. ' 
. " in r~gard to civil; Juriliaict,iQri, the Superior 
Cour,t and' the Dilltrict .Court h~vt;! concurrent origi­
nill jurisdiction,.except in probate cases • The 
~perior ,CoUrt' hail excluslve, jurisdiction 'in con­
tested I'r~l»ate eases. (Probate caIJes a~E!' initially 

.u., 

i,' 

" ' 

,; '" 

h!!ard by tile ~up.r;i,o~ Court, clerks. ,'i~hO act as ex 
?officio ju4ie~'~f,prqb .. tll)~ The Superior C()urtis 

the proper dlV191onfor ·the trial of all civil 
actioJ!IJ"in w~i~h t~~ ~mount in contro~erBy exc~ecis 
,$5,000. A Jud~ent, however, may ~ot be. voided 
for the sole reason tbat it was rendered in a c.ollrt 
in which the case was improperly initiated. Ac- ' 
~ordingto the General St .. tutes~ t.he. ~qperiot.'CDurt; 
1~.also the. proPer division for such cases ,involv­
j.ng injunctions, g\I~r:di,.nship and .trust adll!inil!tra­
ti0!l~ ,remedies Qf\ll8~dalllUs. ell!inent dOlDllin actioJlS, 
corporate receiverships, and decisions af adminis" 
tr:at·ive agencies. " . ' , ". . .. 

b .• T,he Superior. c.o!,lrt 11as appellate juri,sdic- . 
,.tion, OVer mi!ldelllf!~Jlor!l appealed from the District :' 

Court. TIle c()urtl1!!a,r:s ~riminal appeals tx:ial d,j!,;, 
novo from the District 'Court. . '. 

[Const'~. Art. IV, ni(3)~ Gen. ~tats. U7A-240, 
7 A-~42, 7 A-?43 , .1 A-24$. 7 A-246 , 7 A-2M, 7 A-249 ~ 
7A-2$O;Adminis trative Director] .,. 

;;/ 
! 

3.4Judges (66) . 
a. Ther!! are no provisions for a chief judg!! 

oyer .. 11 the district;s of the Superior Court .• ' 
There i~ a .enio; regular' re,ident. judge in each 
S~~t;'ior . Court jurisdi~tional area. . ". 
'I .~. SUl'erior Cour~ judges must meet"the aame 
qualit;ic.~ionl! as. SupJ;eme,. Courtjusticel\~" Refe'i-­
ence Sectlon 1~4.b.',riley IllUSt &.leo have b!.ten res ... 
ident.s of ,the geographic jurisdiction, tbey serve 
for at le,st orte Dlonth. . '. 

.. c.Superi~rC~urt judges are selected in the 
aame\ll8nner and for the same term as S~preme Court 
justices. Rderence. Section 1.4.c. The Governor 
may also, appoint eignt special superior Court 
judges.', " 

. [Gen. Stats. $S7A-41, 7A-45;Admini~trative 
Director] . 

3.5 Adminiatration 
,!I. Whereast~~,re is no prOV1IJ101l for a chief 

~:u,dge over all the districts, of the SuperiorCOllrt, 
therll is a senior: regular resident jud~e in each 
judici.l/lrea. Senior regular residen~. judges and 
regular resident judge!l possess equal judicial 
jurisdiction, power.'autitority, and !ltatus; but lill 
duties placed by''''.the constitution or statutes on 
the,. r~!lident jullge,:,of a judicial district, includ­
ing the appointment to and removal from office of 
clerks, III!lgistratlls. and otherper!lonnel, wilich'are 
not ;t'elat!!d to ... ca!le, controver!ly, or judicial .. ' 
prcicee4ing, and whicl1 dO!;l,9l:" involve the ex~rl:::ise. 
of judicid .power" are d.ischarg~d by the. 'senior . 
regular resident,' jUdge. A Senior regular resic,iE!nt 
judge in a multi,,:,courf;. district, lDaY,"' how!!ver, 
decline to exercise thi!l ,authority: Upon ~~rving 
such' a notice ,to the ,Administrative D,irector of the 
COU1'ts, this lI\~thor:ity'iB,"exercised by the regular 
r!!siden~, judgen~xt, s~JliQr l~i..n PQint of service or' 
.ge, rE!spectiyely. y. ' . ,\ . . 

b'. There are no provisillniJp~for a.n admi~istratQr 
oveJ! aU .t~edi.stricts .of t~e '$U'perior Court. 
Experimental. ,~dministrator pos1t,ioni in Judicial 
Districts 10, 22, a"d.28 wer,e ,given pel'll\8~eiii' ~ta­
tus. e.ffective July 1., ;l.97ll. At the.lI~me til!leJ 
.I!ta~e funds ~ere provided for additional adminis­
trators to beloc.ted ,in districts !lelectedbythe 
A!lmi!ii!ltrat}V,el)irect;or. There are.curre~tly' eig~t 
alimini.(ratllrB. '. The ntiw law directs the adminis-. 
trator. to _,8.!list . the resi~ell\:jtidgE!.:in man~ging . 
the civil d.ocket, toilDProvejuror utiliza:tion~ ap,d 
~oper~ormoth~r dUI~i!!s .ssi~~edby tPe, ~!!nior rea­
ulent Judge or any )'Judge ,de81gnated by hlin. Refer­
e"ce Section 5.2.'b '(st;~te-lev~llldminb~i .. tor). 

'. " " ""'~ 

;. : : j .'~ • ". 

c. '.!;he clerk~ are eleCt~d to 4-year t.erms by 
tbE!quaHfied v()ters ofe~cILcounfy. The cl,erks" 
.upervi!le,c@,fleand fiaC!lI. r~~ord'keeping·"ndtheir 
~. tao ff.' Th.ey, se. rvi") .. a!l ... ex. O~f'lC., iO ... jUdo g. e. s. ,O .... f. probllt:e 
1n ~he Supenor~~Jrt. ',rile cler~1! ~pl'0lnt the 
sss~s.tants~" de~t1es, a,:,d other !!mpl(iyees bl t;Qeir' 
ofhces t~;'ae"e att~_e~rplea8\.lre.The cler~s ot; 
the Supenor Court alifo serve as clerks of tbel 
l)istrictCourt. ." , 

[Gen. St!ltS! H7A,-:40. 1<A-~l, 7A':'~Q()~ 7A..,lOi, 
71.-::180, 7A-,)55, ·7A-3S.~; Adminhtrative . 
Direc tor] . . . . .. . ., 

3.6 Rule-mak.ing •. ~ef~rence Sect!on 1.6. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.i DUnnCT COURT. thiS cO!,lrl: is also known as 
the District Court . Divisi()n of the, Geperal ciou~t 
of J'II,!tiC~. 'The c~~rt isopep Il~ all, ti1l!1;!8. 

tCo~st:;, Art.;W, S2j'Gen, Stats.' n7A-J30, 
71.-190] ;\ 

4.2 OrganizatioDi! . tt}e Gen~,"fll 48~~m'bJy i. ,utho- co '\\ 
rized to divIde the{st!lte into a convenient number 
o~l~ca.l. cQ1.1rt . d~strJct!l) b!,lt • Diat~i~t C~ri:lIlUst 
81t ln at le"l!t. ,onefpl.;ce i~ea~Ji c:o~nt:l,. Thl;! num­
ber .. nd bQundanes:.o,f the dl!ltr:Lcta are'identic~J. 
to thQseot; tpe S~perior C::olJrt.Priorto J.nuarY 
1 Qf each Year in which elec\:iops for District 

,:' Cou.rt judge!l .are to be hetd. the A4mi.nistrative 
Director may, ",1:tl1 the approval Qf tht;!chief dis­
t~k~ ,judge. ~e!ligpate. QPi! Qr. mQ~~ jlldge'ships in 
d1atnc.ts. /:l4V1ng three 9.r mOre judgeship!( .. s spe ... 
ciaH;,'~d j'tidgeships', riamingin eachl;Ue th!! spe­
Cia:lty~ The',de!!ignat;ion of Ilspeci!ll.ized judge­
oh+p i,:, ll,o ~~y ilDpairs the ~ightofthe ',chief dis .. 
tr1c:t Judge to 4r~anges~s~lons for the trial of 
Iip~daHzed cases ana to assign~my' dish'i~i: judge 
to preside .over these sessiollS. 'A judge elected 
to a specialized jud$esllip' has the saine p(n~ers as 
a regular: district j!,l!ige • The pblicyof the state 
is to ellcourag~ speci!l,p,f;ation injuvenhe j:ases' .. 
b~~i~trict Cour~'OJ~dges, ~ho,,~re qualified by' 
~r81Jl~ng ,alld temlK!r6~~t, ttl !:Ie. !!ffectiy,~.in relat-
1ng toyoutil!ll,1!i . 11,1 tJ}~ US!!, of appropp.a~e COIllllU­
nity resources to meet their need!l. The,Adminis­
trative Qffil;:e, of the CQurte is therefe:,7:e'all tho::' 
rized toencc:;uragejudges ~ho hearjuv~nilecases' 
to.ecure ill'propriate training ~~ettier or .npt '. they 
were. elected toa'spel;:,i,!lliz,ed jul;lgeship., In. dis­
trict!lwhere there iiJ apis.trict Court judge wh~ 
is certIfied a~ qualJfi~dto .hear jqv~llil~ c.~~s, 
the, c~ief district' judge!liJiigris Such c"ses tl) 
this judge wherepra.ctical and 'fe!lsible~ .' z.,,: 

[Const .. ~rt. iv,SlOj G~n. Stats > H7A:-i,3Q, 
7A.~1471 . " '. 

4.3.Judadlction )J' 

a'r.~i1'hePistdc\:' courthas~u~iadictioni{l .' 
f!!lopy~ca!l!!s t9 condu!;::tp.reliminary bearings."The 
cQurt has exclusive,originai jur.isciiction for the 
trial, of,crimil1alac~iOJl8. ~llclusling' !I1Unicip.l. . 
orci.i1lal,1c!! "io:-''''tioll!l~' ~e~o~tlie grai:l:e o.~ ,.~feJ,ony. 
In, regard to civil jurhdi~tion,. tl;le~upe,J:-ior Court 
al,ldthe Distri~J C,ouri: have'collCllrrentaiigin-al'" 
jyri!ldiction, ex.cept .inprc;!~.t,e ~a~e.~.:rb!! Dis­
tric,t C,,~r~ i8t~e. pr~~t ~,ivi.!l:~Oll t9rrbth~ tr:id., 
of all,c1v11act10ns ~n ~b1Ch the aDlOUnt,l,n contro­
versy h$5 ,QOOor~e8s. "U is,alap the<prope~ ,. 

. divb:iol,1~,witi\out regard .to the amClunt in c9ntro"',: 
~rsy,fortliet~ial of dOll\esUi::telationa,i:aus!!S ' 
(j,.e., • annulment; ,div~F~e, 'alilD6~y, ~hi1ds~pp()r:~, 
an~cJ111dcu'llI;Qdy). The court.a:lao hil!lex~lus:iv~, 
ori~inal jurilld,iction. over: ,juvE!nile !D81: t~rfi, ",ttag-
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istrates ,who are,· offihera of tile District Court, 
have specific j\\risdict~~olll oVj!r petty criminal and 
civil matters within the jurhdict~on of the Dis-
trict Court. Reference Stlction 6.2. c' 
. b. TIle District Cour~'i\as no appellate juris­

diction. 
[Gen. Stats. U7A-240 ,'7.\-242, 7A-243, 7A-272, 
7A-279] 

4.4 Judges (136) c . 

a. The Chief JU".tj.ce. of the Supreme CO\,l~t des­
ignates one of t~e District Court judges fibm each 
district to serve as chief district judge for a 4-
year term. 

b. District Court judges must have'been resi­
dents of the districts in which they serve ·for at 
leas~ one Dlonth. Seven of the 136 judges are not. 
attorneys. .' (\ 

c. District Court judges are elected to 4-year 
terms by the quali~ied yoters of their respective 
districts. 

[Const., Art. iv, UOpGen. Stats. U7A-140, 
7A-14l; Administrative Director)' 

4.5 Administration 
s,. The chief district judges,' subject: fo the 

general supervision'of. the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, haVe aciministrative su(~~,rvision and 
authority over the operation of the M:.s!:rict Courts 
and mllgiatratesin their dhtricts'~ Their powers 
and duties inclUde, but are not limited to, the 
following: . 

(1) Arranging schedUles and assigning dis­
trict judges for sessions of Di.trict Courts. 

(2) Arranging orsuperviaing the calendar­
ing of noncriminal I!I8tters for trial or hearing.' 

(3) Supervising the clerk of the Superior 
Court in the discharge of the clerical functions 
of tlle Distri.ct Court. 

(4) Assigning matters to magistrates (ref­
erence section 6.2), ailld prescribing times and . 
places at which magistrates will belivaHable for 
the performance of their duties. 

(5) Making arrangements with proper author-' 
ities 'for \:he drawing of civil court jury panels 
and determining which sessions of District Court 
will be jury sessions. 

(6) Arranging for the reporting of civil 
cases by court reporters or other 'authorized means. 

0) Arranging sessions, to the extent pr8,C­
ticable, for the trie! of !lpeci.1ized cases, in-' 
cluding traffic, domestic relations, alld'other 
types of cases, and assigning district judges to 
preside over thesesessiolls so as to permit max­
imum practicable ipecializatiok by individual 
judges. ',; 

(8) Promulgating a schedule of traffic 
offenses for which magistrates and cl~ks of court. 
may accept written appearances, waivers of trial, 
and pleas of guilty, and establishing 8, schedule ' •. , 
of fineo therefor'. t~ 

(9) . Assigning magi!lt~ate8, in an emergency, 
to temporary duty ouhidethe co~nty cif their reai- .'. 
dence,but within the dhtrict.. ' 

(10) De~ignating another dist~ict judge" of 
his district to act aa 8,cting chiiaf di.strict judge 
during the absenceoor disabiiity of the chitH dis'­
trict judge., 

Subject to the general supervision of the Chief 
Justi~e, the. 88signme,nt of district judges' within 
each local court district is ~de by the chief 
district judge of that district. ..0 

. ,b. There are no formal provisions for admihis­
trators for the District Courts. .Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). ' 

" 
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, . ~f 
c. Tbe ~lerks of the $uperior Court alao serve. 

as clerks "of .the District Court. Reference Sect~on " .. .. 

3.5.c;. '.\ 
[Consj:"i.Art .• IV, 512; Gen. Stats. I7A-14~, 
7A~~~J)1 

4 .6 Ru le=lnaki'n,. Re ference Sec t ion 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The SUPreme 
Court has general power to supervise and control 
the proceedings of the courts. The Chief Justice 
work$ closely with the Admini.trative Office of th~ 
Courts with regard to court admiilistrativematte~!j. 
The Chief Justi~~, ~cting in ~ccordance with rules 
of the Supreme Co~rt, mak~s assig~ent~ of judgeS 
of the Superior Co\lrt and inay tran"fer District 
Court judges from one. dist#ct tO~nother"for tem­
porary or specialized li!1ty. The Chl.ef Jus:tice uy 
recall any emergency justice (a ret'~\red ju~tice of 
the Supreme Court or a retired jud~ of th~ .Court 
of Appeds) who, in his opinion, is compete,pt to 
perform the duties of a justice ot: judge, tiD serve 
temporarily in the place of the Ju~tice or ~\udge 
in whose behalf he is recalled. An order of re­
call OI8y be issued by the chi~f Justice upori, sat is" 
factory medical prvof (that the judge is t:~mporar'::' 
ily incapable of performing efficiently.the duties 
of his office) of the facts upon which the o.rder 
of recall must be based. Whenever it appears to 
the Chief Justice that there is need for a apecial 
session of the Superior Court in any county, he may 
order such a session. Reference Sectionl.S.a. . 

[Const., Art. Iv,S11; Gen.Stol\ta. 1$7A-32, 
7A-39.1, 7A-39.5, 7A-39.9, 7A-46;.7A;,;o141-; !!2!!!!. 
Carolina's S stem. of Crime Pteven.tioril' and Crim-

.. inal Justice, Vol. I, p. 66 ] 
5 .2 'Administrative Office of the Courts " 

a~ The constitution provides that the 'General 
Assembly establish an Administrative Offic~ of the 
Courts. 

b. Administrative Director of the Court~ 
(1) The position of Administrative Directqr 

of the Courts is provided for in .the General·Stat-
utes. 

(2) Qualifications are informally est.~­
lished for the position of Administrative Dir~etor 
of the Courts. At present the Administrative' (, 
Director must possess a college degree arid a 1a\, 
degree. The 'Administrative Director is appointed 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and 
serves at his pleasure. 

(3) The Administrative Director's duties 
include the following: . 

(a) Collect and compile st~:tistical 
d~ta a~d other it.tformation" on the judic~al and 
f1nanc1al operat10n of the courts a~~,\on'!:ihe opera­
tion of other off:lces directly relatJiJto,1 ani'! serv-
ing the cou:rts:~' ; . \) 

I (6)' D~te!'l!line the state of the dockets. 
and evaluate the 'practices and procedures ofti\e 
courts;' and make rec'Ommendationa cOllceriling the 
number of jlldges'~ district attorneys, and ,magi." 
trates required for the. efficient administration 
·of justice. 

(c) Presc~ibe uniform administrative 
and business ~ethods, systems, forms, and reco~ds 
to be used in the offices of the clerks of Superior 
Court.' 

, " (d). ll'repareand submit budget estimates 
of 'atjite apl)J:op~iation~ necess.ry for the· •. inte'­
nance and operation of the Judicial nepartment, and 
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Figure 2: North Carolina state-level adrninistrative oHice of the courts, 1980\ 
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authoriz~ expenditures from funds ~ppropriated for 
these pl,I'rposes. " 

(e) Investigate, make recommendations 
concerning, and ~ssist in the securing of adequate 
physical accommodations for the General Court of 
Justice'. 

(f) Procure, distribute, exchange, 
transfer, and assign such equipment, books, forms, 
and supplies as are to be acquired with state funds 
for the General Court of Justice~ I', 

(g) Make recoDllllendations for the im­
prpvement of the Judicial Department. 

(h) Prepare and submit an "annual repprt 
on ,~he work of the Judicial Departmen~ to the Chief 
Justice, and transmit a copy to each illember of the 
General Assell\bly. , , 

(,i) Assist the Chief Jus~,ice in per­
forming his, duties relating to the tl:ansfer of 
District Court Judge~ for temporary Ilr cspecialized 
~~. : 
\) (j) Pe'l:form such additio~lal duties and 

e2(ercise such additional powers as ~IY be pre­
IIcribed by statute or assigned by tQ~\ Chief 
Justice. 

~In addition, the Administrative Director super­
vise~ and coordin~te. the operation of the lawl and 
regulations concerning the assignment of legal 
counsel for indigent personl; .advises and cooper­
ates with the offices of the public defenders 8S 
needed to achieve maximum effectiveness in the dis­
charge of the defender's responsibilities; collects 
data on the operation of the assigned counsel and 
the public defender systems, and makes such recom~ 
mendations to the General Assembly for improvement 
in the operation of these systems as appear to him 
to be appropriate; and accepts and utiliz~s ''federal 
or private funds, as available, to improv~ defense 
services for, the indigent, including indigent juve­
niles alleged to be delinquent or undisciplined. 
To facilitate ~rocessing of juvenile cases, the 
A.~ministrative D,irector is further authorized, in 
any j'l~,dicial district, with the approval of the 
chielDistrict Coutt judge, to engage the services 
of a particular attorney or attorneys to provide 
spec~alized repre~entation on a full-time or part-
time "basis. ' 

c., Office organization. The Administrative 
Office of the Courts consists of 100 people: 46 
professiona~s (including the Administrative Direc­
tor) and, 54 clerical pe~!lonnel. An assistant di­
rector is appointed by the Chief Justice and serves 
at his pleasure. The Administrative Director ~y 
~ppoint such other assistants and employees as~re 
necessary to ,enable him to perform the duties, of 
the office. The staff provides suppo~t services 
in the" following areas: systems analysis, pro­
gramming, forms development, field representation, 
and statistics; probation coordination, trial court 
administration, and ,records management; accounting, 
budgeting, and purchasing; educatiQn and training; 
personnel system~; and statistical compilation, 
planning, researcli, evaluation, statistical analy­
sis, and legal services. 

[Const., Art. IV, 515; Gen. Stats. S7A-340 to 
S7A-346: State Court Administrators, p. 82; 
Administrative Director] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 DISTRICT COURT' 
6.2 Magistrate 

a. The senior regular r.esident Superior Co~rt 
judges, from the nominations submitted by the 
" 

"\ 

,clerks of theS\1perior Court, appoint magistrates I, 

fO'fill the minimum quota established for the 
counties of their districts. 
, b. The constitution a~thorizes the General 

Assembly to prescribe the jurisdiction and powers 
oT,magistrates. In crimin,al actions, the magis­
"rate has power to acc;~pt guilty pleas and enter 
judgmep,~s in misdemea'nor cases (other than traffic 
offenses) in which the maxi~m punishll\~nt cannot 
exceed 30 days of imprisor&ll1ent or a $50 fine; and 
in ~raffic offenses, to accept written appearances 
waivers of trial, and pleas of guilty and, in 
accordance with a schedule of offenses and fines 
promulga~~d by the chief district judge, to enter 
judgments. The magistrate also has the power to 
issue arrest warrants valid througha~t the state, 
anl1, s, ~arch warrants valid throughout the ccuf:1~Yj~ (t> 

to" grant 1:Iail befc:u:e trial for ',any noncapital \ \\ 
0, £~en,s,e; to ,ile',ar al~d enter cjudgmen,t as the chief \ ' 
jQ4g~s may direct in all worthles8 check cases 
where the amount of the check is '$400 or leu, " 
restitution is made, and the warrant does not ~ 
charge a fourth or subsequent violationOof the \ 
statute. ' 

In civil actions, magistrateS may hear small 
claims actic)Qs, which are defined as actions ,~here 
the amount in controversy dOel not exceed $8(1). 
The plaintiff must request &sa,i.gllMent of the small 
claim tp a magistrate, and at 'least one of the 
defendants must be a resident .O'f the county in 
which the magistrate resides. 

ijagistratl;1s are autho;:izeq to pe:c:form various 
quasi-jpd~cial or administrative functions, such 
as performing marriage ceremonies. These 
additiopal powers are set forth in the General 
Statutes. 

[Cons.,t., Art. :r,V, Sl24(4);'Gen. Stats~' 
SS7A-171, 7A-2l0, 7A-211, 7A"""273, 7A-292] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Standards Commission. The commission 
consists of one Court of Appeals judge, one Supe­
rior Court judge, and one Dist.rict Court judge, 
each appointed by the'Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court; two lI\embers of the state bar wao have 
a~tively practiced law in the courts of the state 
for ",t least 10 "years, elected by t.he State Bar 
Council. and two citizens apPointed by the Gover­
nor who are neither judges, active or retired, nor 
members of the state bar. The Court of Appeals 
judge serves as chairman. 
" [Gen". Stats. S7A-375] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Any 
citi;en of the state may file a written complaint 
with the commission concerning the qualifications 
or condu('_,= of any justice or judge of the General 
Court of Justice, and thereupon the commission 
makes sucll investigation as it deems necessary. 
The commission may also make a~l in,vestigation on 
its own: motion. The commission is authorized to 
issue process to compel the attendance of witJ~esBes 
and th6 production of evidence, to administerd~\ 
oaths, to puniSh for contempt, and to prescribe jts 
o~ rules of procedure. No justice or judge ma~ 
be recoDllllendllld for censure or removal unless he".,has 
been given a hearing affording due .pr,ocess of I:'",. 
All p6\pers'filed with !lnd proceedings before the 
commill.aion are confidential, unless the judge in­
volved otherwise requests. The recom.mendations .of . 
the cOIIII'llission to the Supreme Court, and.' the record 
filed in support of the recollllle.ndations, are not 
confidential. Upon recommendation of the commis-
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,cv",' " ~u~, may censure or r~move an~"0 
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Figure 1: North Dakota court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justice. 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Final appellate jurisdiction in civil 

and criminal matters from District Cou::t 
and County Court with Increased 
Jurisdiction. 

• t 
DISTRICT COURT (71 
24 judges 

DISTRICT COURT FAMILY COURT JUVENILE COURT 

Jurisdiction: DIVISION DIVISION 

- All civil Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

actions except - Domestic - Exclusive 

relations. juvenile 
as otherwise jurisdiction. 
provided by law. 

- Felony, 
misdemeanor. 

Appeals de novo. . 
Jury trials. 

1 
COUNTY COURT WITH INGREASED JURISDICTION (17) Probate 

17 judges J Jurisdiction: 
_ Civll actions under $1,000. Small claims 

under $1,000. Criminal jurisdiction in 
probate, testamentary, and guardianship 
matters, 

_ H1sdell',eanors, preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo_ , 
Jury trials. 

t f COUNTY JUSTICE COURT (36) 
II1lNICIPAL COURT (187) COUNTY COURT (36) 

36 judges 
ISO j~dges 

36 judges Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction: _ Civil actions"under $200, Jurisdiction: - Probate, guardianship, - City ordinance violations. and other testamentary 

except boundary or title 
No jury trials. 

matters. 
dispute •• 

pre 11mi na ry 
No jury trial •• 

- Hisdemeanors, 
hearin .... 

Jury trials. 

t Indicate. route of appeal. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 

~2urt of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. General terms;~ the Supreme 
Court are held monthly at Bismarc\<~, the state capi­
tal, commencing on the first Tuesday of each month 
with the exception of July and August. Special 
terms ,may be held at such times and plJl,~es as 
designated, upon 10 days notice. , 

[North Dakota Century Code (hereinafter 
N.D.C.C.) Section 27-02-06] 

L.? Organization. A majority of the court is 
necessary to constitute a quorum or to pronounce a 
decision. The court may not declare a statute un­
constitutional unless at least four justices so 
decide. Because a majority of justices must concur 
in order to pronounce a judgment, the case must be 
reheard if a majority does not concur. The failure 
to reach a majority after two rehearings consti­
tutes affirmance of the judgment. 

[Constitution, Article IV, Section 88; N.D.C.C. 
§27-02-22] 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 

to issue, hear, and determine such original and 
remedial writs as may be necessary to exercise its 
jurisdiction. The court may'exerciseoriginai 
jurisdiction only in habeas corpus cases and in 
cases of public concern that affect the sovereign 
rights of the state or its franchises or privi-
leges. ' 

b. The Supreme Court has appell~~e jurisdic­
tion. The cO,urt hears appeals, from h~ ... f(! District 
and County Courts with Increased Jurisdiction. 
Appeals of criminal matters to the Supreme Court 
may be taken as a matter of right. 

[Const., Art. IV, §86; N.D.C.C. 
29-28-03; North Dakota Judicial 
tical comrilation and Report p. 

1.4 Justices 5) 

§§27-02--4, 
Council Stat is-n 

a. The Chief Justice is elected by the justices 
of the Supreme Court and judges of the District 
Court to a 5-year term or until his term expires, 
whichever occurs first. The Chief Justice may 
serve consecutive terms. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be citizens of 
the United Statesand'residents of North Dakota. 
They mus!: also be, learned ill the law. 

c. Supreml~ Court justices are elected to 10-
year terms 0,," a nonpartisan statewide ballot. 
Vacancies of ,(unexpired terms are filled by guber­
natorial app~)int!1ltmt from a list of candidates sup­
plied by the, Judicial Nominating Committee (rb£er­
ence Table ~:2: Characteristics of judic ial nOllli'S. 
nat ing commj,-ssions), unless the governor calls a 
special ele!!tion:c" 

[.const.~ Art. IV, §§9l, 93, 97; N.D.C.C. 
S 27-02..,01; Office of the State Court Adminis­
trator] 
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1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the administrative head 

of the unified judicial system. He exercises ad­
ministration and supervision over, the entire court 
system through the State Court Administ~ator, and 
the presiding judges of the District Courts. Ref­
erence Section 5.1 (General administrative, author­
ity). The Chief Justice has no llpecifically artic,­
ulated administrative duties in regard to the Su­
preme Court" 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk is appointed by the justices, of 
the Supreme Court. He is responsible for the fol­
lowing administrative duties:' employs and fJuper­
vises deputies, assistants, and staff as necessary; 
supervises the calendaring an.d assignment of casell, 
court records, statistical r¢porting and filing" 
and the distribution 'and publication of opinions 
of the Supreme Court; and sp.r'ves as liaison wit,h 
the public, members of the bar, and the news m~!dia. 

[Const., Art. IV, §87; N.D~C.C. §27-03-01; 
,Administrative Rule 5--1979] " 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court promulgates 
procedural rules, administrative, rules, ,and admin­
istrative orders for the unified judicial syst:em. 
The court's administrative policy provides a pro­
cedure for continuing study andrevii;!W of rtl1€:'s and 
orders of the Supreme Court, opp'ortunity f'or the 
expression of views regarding proposed and ado~ted 
rules ami ,orders, and a mechanism for the amendment 
and repe.d of existing rules ,?nd orders. " 

[Rule on" Procedural Rules, Administrative ~\ules 
and Administrative Orders of the North Dakd!ta 
Supreme Court] , , 

Intermediate App~1ate Court il 
" 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court iri! 
North Dakota. 

Court of Generai Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT .cOURT. The presiding judge of e~Lch 
judicial district may assign terms of court w'Lthi~1 
his judicial district. 

[Administrative Rule 2--1978] 
3.2 Organization. The state is,divided into jUdi­
cial districts bY order of the Supreme Court. 
Seven districts came into being/on July I, 1979: 
the northwest, nortbeast, nortlfeast central, east 
ceritral, southeast, south cent'ral, and the south­
west judicial. districts. ' 

In 9CUT)ties having a poplliation exceeding 
lO,QOO,'- ap.d where a district .judge whose chambers 
are within the county detf!Jillj..nesconditions so 
warratlt"-;~ a dj.:vision of the DIstrict CoUrt called 
the FamilY,~ourt may be established. The, continued 

"tn 

, 
" 



, 

establishment or termination of the Family Court 
is by order of the district judge. All district. 
jud3es within the (Iistrict ar: judges of th: F~m1ly 
Court:. The Juvenile Court eX1sts as a spec1al1zed 
divis~on of the District Court, pursuant to the 
Uniforn\ Juvenile Court Act. 

[COllSt., Art. IV, §93; N.D.C.C. §§27--5.1-o2, 
27-20-02, 27-20-59; State Court Administrator] 

3.3 Jurisdiction . / 
a. The District Court has original jurisdiction 

in all cases, except as otherwise provided by law. 
The court has authority to issile writs necessary 
for the proper exercise of its jurisdiction. The 
District Court has common law jurisdiction and 
authority 'within its respective judicial districts 
for the ,:edress of all wrongs commi:tted against the 
state affecting persons and property; power to hear 
and determine all civil actions and proceedings; 
and all the powers necessary to carry into execu­
tion its judgments, orders, and determinations, 
subject to reexamination by the Supreme Court. 

Jurisdiction of the Family Court Division is 
specialized in ord~r to protect the rights of 
children, protect family life and matrimony, and 
provide the means for the reconciliation of spouses 
and the settlement of domestic and family contro­
versies. 

The Juvenile Court Division has p::I'.Clusive orig­
inal jurisdiction in the following prlJ'ceedings 
dealing with children under the age of 18 years and 
not married or under the age of 21 with respect to 
a delinquent act committed while under the age of 
18: 

(1) Proceedings i:o which a child is alleged 
to be delinquent, unruly, or deprived. 

(2) Proceedings for the termination of pa­
rental rights, except when part of an adoption 
proceeding. 

(3) Proceedings in which out-of-state juris­
diction is .conferred. 

(4) Proceedings to obtain consent to mar­
riage, employment, or enlistment. 

(5) Proceedings under the interstate compact 
on juveni1ea or on placement of children. 

b. Tbe District Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion over all final judgments of county justices 
and Municipal Courts; over all judgments, decrees, 
and orders of the County Courts; and over deter­
minations of officers, boards, or tribunals of 
lesser jurisdiction in such cases and pursuant to 
~uch regulations as may be prescribed by law. The 
District Court also exercises appellate jurisdic­
tion over probate appeals from the County Court 
with Increased Jurisdiction. In addition, the 
court has jurisdiction over appeals from County 
Courts and actions by game and fish officials 
involving the confiscation of materials determined 
to be in excess of $1,000. 

[Const., Art. IV, §92; N.D.C.C. §§27-05-06, 
27.05.1-01, 27-20-03, 30-26-01, 33-11-01, 
33-12-34; Administrative Staffing Implications 
of Court S stem Unification in North Dakota 
hereinafter Administrative Staffing p. 6] 

3.4 Judges (24) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 

all the districts of the District Court. Presiding 
judges are selected for each district from the dis­
trict judges of each judicial district, by the 
Chief Justice with the approval of the Supreme 
Court. Presiding judgea are retained at the 
pleasure of the Chief Justice. 

1'1 

b. District Court judges mlfc' nleet the sallie 
qu a 1 ifications as Supreme Courtl jUI!ltices. Refe;:-", - .' /' 
ence Section l.t.,.b. if 

c. District Court judges I!re elected to 6-year 
terms on a nonpartisan basis fly tbe voters of their 
respective judicial districts!,~ Vacancies of un­
expired terms are filled by gubernatorial appoint­
ment from a list of cand:i.dat(IS supplied by the 
Judici~l Nominating Comm:i.tte!~ (reference Table 12: 
Characteristics of judici.al 'flominating commissions), 
unless the Governor calli! a i3pecial election. 

[Const., Art. IV, §§93, ,94, 97; N.D.C.C. §§l6-
08-01, 16-08-07, 27-05-02, 27-05-03, 27-05-05, 
27-11-01] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no 'prOV1S1.0n for a chief 

judge over all. the district~ of the District Court, 
there is a presiding judge~or each judicial dis­
trict who is the central administrative figure in 

, il.. .. 
the district. He is respoq~ible for ass1gn1ng 
terms of court and assigni~:g cases among the judges 
of the district; for convei!ing regular meetings of 
the judges of the districtt, and for forwarding 
copies of local judicial bi,dgets to the State Cqurt 
Administra.tor. He supervL?es the implementation 
of all local administrativf~ practice and procedure 
regu lations by all judges ,I: clerks, and other 
officers or employees of tIle courts. 

b. There is no provisil1n for an administrator 
over all the districts of I:he District Court. 
Reference Section 5.2.b (sl~ate-level administra­
tor). Two judicial distri,.:ts have created the 
position of court administrator. Two other dia­
tricts haye created the POflition of administrative 
assistant to the presiding, judge. The administ';':'a­
tors serve under the pres~ding judges and perform 
nonjudicial 'administrativi.i du ties, including case-' 
flow management, jury management., budget prepara­
tion, records management, and a liaison fUnction 
with th,e public and thf; bar. 

c. Each organized county has one clerk of the 
District Court. The cl<:!rk is responsible among 
other doties for adjourning the court, keepir1g 
records~ collecting fees, and destroying certain 
records" 

[N.D.C.C. §§11-10-14, 11-17-01, 11-17-03, 
11-1.7-04, 11-17-08; Administrative Rule 2-1978; 
State Court Administrator] 

3.6 Rul~~making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdistion 
'.' 

4.1.1 COUNTY COURT. The County Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[N.D.C.C. §27-07-37] 
4.2.1 Organization. There is a County Court in 
each of the 36 counties in North Dakota. Each 
court has one county judge, whose chambers are 
located at the county seat. There are no special~ 
ized divisions of the cou rt. 

[N.D.C.C. §27-07-l4; State Court Administrator] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
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a.The County Court has I!xclusive original 
jurisdiction in probate, gu,lrdianship, and .testa­
mentary matters, including/estates of decedents 
(which includes the constr,uction of wills and 
determination of heirs a~d successors of dece~ 
dents); estates of prot~:Cted persons; protection 
of minors and incapacit;ated persons in guardianship 
matters; and trusts (to the extent necessary fo!!:' 

probate and testamentary jurisdiction). The court 
also has jurisdiction in the.appointment of admin­
istrators and guardians, settlement of t\le accounts 
of executors, administrators, and guardians,and 
the sale of lands by executors, administi;ators, and 
guardians. The County Court is not a coil',:;t of rec-
ord and no jury trials a=e available. \ 

b. The County Court has no appellate :jurisdic-
tion. ,: 

[N.D.C.C. §§27-0l-0l, 27-07~02, 30.1-02-02; 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction, p. 28i:J 

4.4.1 Judges (36) I; 
a. The County ~ourt does not have sep~rate pre", 

'd' • 'a' R f S' 3 5 /, S1 1ng jU ges. e e::~nce ect10n • '~:1' 
b. Coun!:y Court Judges must be res1gents of 

their respective counties. /' 
c. County Court judges are elected to 4-year 

terms by the voters qf their respe~tive counties 
on? nonpartisan ballot. 

[N.D.C.C. §11-10-02; Administrative Staffing; 
State Court Administrllitor] ,j 

4.5.1 Administration .. 
a. The presiding ju~ge of the judicial district 

is the central administ.rative authority in"the 
district. Reference S~ction 3.5.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for. the County Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk of each County Court m~y be' 
appointed by the judge thereof and se~ves at his 
pleasure. The judge is responsible for all the 
clerk's official acts, and may at all times·act as 
his own clerk. The clerk may sign records of the 
court, certify transcripts and; records of the 
COUl::!:, sign and issue subpoenas and cit,ations, arid 
postpone an~ matter up to 30 days when a judge is 
absent. 

[N.D.C.C. §27-07-24, 27-07-25] ~ 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED JURISDICTION. 
Regular terms of court are held at the county seat 
commencing tIle first Tuesday of each month. Jury 
terms are held when a defendant is confined in jail 
and demands ~ trial or if five or more civil cases 
are pending when a jury trial is dem~nded. 

[N.D.C.C. §27-08~22J 
, 4.2.2 Organization. A County Court with Increased 
Jurisdiction is established by vote of the electors 
in counties of over 2,000 inhabitants. There are 
currently 17 count ies with. a CO:Jnty C(\urt with 
Increased Jurisdiction. When judges Clf thiS court 
are hearing sma1l claims cases, the coilrt is refer-
red to as the Small Claims Court. 1 

[N.D.C.C. §§27-08-0l, 27-08.1-01] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Co~nty Court with Increased Jurlsqic­
tion, in addition to its prior jurisdi~tibn as a 
County Court, has concurrent jurisdiction with the 
District Court in all criminal actions below the 
grade of felony and in all civil actions where the 
demand does not exceed $1,000. In addition, judges 
may issue warrants and set bail, and act as comnit­
ting magistrat~s. 

Th~ Small Claims Court judges exercise ju­
r,isdietion in cases involving $1,.000 or le~\s in 
tyhich actions are informal and no jury tria.,ls are 
available. .. ~ 

. b. The County Cburt with Increased'JJuri~idiction 
h!l~ concurrerit appellat~ jurisdiction with ';;~e Dis­
tr'ict Court from final jJ~d8ments of the Munl\?ipal 
Court. ! 

Ii ! 

• 

---------- -~ 

~'., 

[N.D.e.C .• §§27~08-20, 27~08-2l, 27~,08-30, 
27-08-3~,27-08.1-0l, 27-08.1-03] 

4;4.2 Judges (17) 0 

s. The County Court with Increased Jurisdiction 
does' not have separate presiding judges. Reference 
Section 3.5.a. ,'. 

b. Judges in the County Court with Increased 
Jurisdiction must be learned in ~he law. 

c. Judges in' the County Court with Increal?ed 
Jurisdiction are selected in the, same manner and 
for !:he 'same term as County Court judges. Re­
ference Sectil;'In 4.4.1.c. 

[N.D.C.C. §27-08-08.l] 
4.5.2 Administration 

a. The presiding judge of the judici~l district 
is the central administrative officer in: the dis­
trict. Reference Section 3.5.a. . 

b. There are no .provisions for administrators 
for the County Court with Increased Jurisdiction. 
Reference S~ction 5.2.b (state~level administra­
tor). 

c. Clerks of t~e District Court are also the 
clerks of the County Court with Increased Jurisdic~ 

,tion, except in counties of 25,Oqp inhabitants or 
'more, where the clerk of the County Court with In­
creased Jurisdiction may be appointed by the county 
judge. The clerk of the County Court with In­
creased Jurisdiction is responsible for performing 
the same duties as the clerk of the District Court •. 
Reference Section 3.5.c. 

[N.D.C.C. §§27-08-ll, 27-08-12,27-08-13] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. The 
CO,llrity Court with Increased Jurisdiction must fol-
10\.7 the rules of the District Court, with spe9ial 
exceptions. 

[N.D.C.C. §27-08-24J 

4.1.3 COUNTY JUSTICE COURT. The County Justice 
Court sits in continuous session. 

[N.D.C.C. §33-0l~02] 
4.2.3 Organization. County Justice Courts are 
located in 36 counties. Each county justice may 
keep his office, afa'd hold court at a place selected 
by the justice, provided it is within the county. 
County justices, when hearing small claims cases 
(under $500), are refer::ed to as Small Claims 
Court. 

[N.D.C.C. §§27-08.l-0l, 33-01-01; State Court 
,Administrator] 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The County Justice Court has cri~inal juris­

diction in misdemeanor violations of stc/'te law that 
are conunitted within the county. JustiC:;~s may'con­
duct prelhllinary hearings, issue search 'and arrest 
warrants, 'lmd set and accept bail. The Irouri: has 
concurrent' original jurisdiction wi!:h thi~ Iiistrict 
Court in 'i:ivil cases where ,the limQunt in Icontro':' 
versy is less than $200, In no case do these, 
courts halle jurisdiction when the boundail.es of or 
title, to h~al estate comes in question. l)ubject 
to these limitations,the. jurisdiction ext',ends to 
actions for the recovery of money (the Countercla~m' 
is deemed a separalfJ ,and distinct action); actioJ'ls 
to recover possession)'of personal property:. actions 
to foreclose a lien upon chatte~s or\trespa!lsing 
animals; actions for forcible detainer (J~ rl~al 
property; and, entries of judgment by .c,onfesll',ion. 

b. The County Justice Court has no appeHate 
jurisdtre'~~:o.. ' II . 

[N~D.C.C. SS33-0l~04, 33-01-08] 
4.4.3 Judgel" (36) 

a.The County Justice Court doel not have 

'I 
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. separate presiding judges. Reference Section 
3.5.a. 

b. County justices must be licensed to practice 
law in North Dakota, but need not be voters of the 
counties for whichl:hey are elected or appointed. 

c. County justices are elected at the county 
elections, or if the positions are not filled by 
election, the justices will be appointed by the 
Board of County Commissioners for their respective 
counties. Ifa,9ualif.ied perSO)l cannqt be found 
or if no person will accept the position of county 
justice, the Board of County Commissioners may sub­
mit three names of qualified voters cj'f the county, 
of which not more than two may be appointed to 4-
year terms by the senior district judge. 

[N.D.C.C. §§27-18-0l, 27-l8-Q2, 27-18-06] 
4.5.3 Administration 

a. The presiding judge qf the judicial district 
is the central administrative officer in the dis­
trict. Reference Section 3.5.a. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the County Justice Court. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. A county justice acts as hi~ own clerk. 
[N.D.C.C. §33-0l-02] 

4.6.3 Rule-making. Pursuant to the powers of the 
county justice, provisions of N.D.C.C. Title 28 
(Judicial Procedure, Civil), Title 31 (Judicial 
Proof), Title 32 (Judicial Remedies), and the North 
Dakota Rules of Civil Procedure govern the proceed­
ings of the County Justice Court. 

[N.D.C.C. §33-01-10] 

4.1.4 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court is open 
every day except Sundays to hear and determine 
cases. 

[N.D.C.C. §40-l8-05] 
4.2.4 Organization. There are approximately 187 
Municipal Courts in North Dakota. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[Annual Report 1977, p. 34] 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction to he~r, try, and determine all offen­
ses against the ordinances of the city. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[N.D.C.C. §40-l8-0l] 
4.4.4 Jl.idges lJ(190) 

a. The Municipal .Court does not have .separate 
presiding judges. 'Refer.ence Section 3.5.a. 

b. Muntcipal Court judges must be qualified 
voters of ~heir municipalities and must have been 
residents thereof for at least 9 months preceeding 
the electipn. In cities with a population of 3,000 
or more, the judge must be an attorney, unless no 
attorney is available. In cities with a population 
of less 'than 3,000, the judge need not be an attor­
ney, nor is he required to be a resident of the 
city. 

c. Municipal .Court judges are elected. Judges 
elected in co~mnission cities (those governed Py a 
B.oard of City: Commissioners) and judges elected in 
c()uncilcitie:s (those governed by a City Council) 
serve 4-year terms. 

[N.D.C.C. :§140-l3-0l, 40-14-01, 40-14-02, 
40-15-01, 40-15-02, 40-18-01] 

4.5.4 Administration I 

a. The pre\liding juageof the judicial district 
is the cential ,administrative officer in theSdis­
trict. Refererlce ,Sectiqn 3.5.a. 
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b, There are no provisioo,El for a,dmin.istrators 
for the Municipal Cc)\).;rt. Referet)ce .Section 5.2.b' 
(state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the, 
Municipal Court. "' 
4.6.4 Rule-making. The Municipal Court has )10 

'rule-making power. Reference Section 1.6. 
[Office of State Court Administrator] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative aJ'thbrity. The Chief 
Justice is ~he administrative head of the unified 
judicial sy~tem. He may assign judges, including 
retired judg~s, for temporary duty in any court. 
He also is responsible for appointing the St~te 
Court Administrator and serving as Chairman of the 
Judicial Council (reference Table 29: Judicial 
councils and conferences). Refer,ence Section 
1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. IV. §87; N.D.C.C. §27-l5-03] 
5.2 Office of State Court Administrator 

a., There is no specific authorization for the 
administrative office. , 

b •. State Court AdministraFbr 
(1) The position of St~te Court Adminis~ra­

tor is authorized by the state constitution. 
(2) The State Court Administrator's qualifi­

cations are established by the Supreme Court. He 
must have a college degree, and prior experience 
or special training in law and cou.rt services. The 
State Court Administrator is appointed by the Chief 
Justice. 

(3) 'l;he State Court Administratorprepare6 
the state budg~t, performs a liaison and spokesman 
function, supervises management information sys­
tems, conducts research and provides assistance to 
the courts, disseminates information on the opera­
tion of the court system, and .serves as Executive " 
Secretary of the Judicial Council. 

c. Office organization. The staff of the State 
Court Administrator consists of nine people: four 
professionals and five clerical personnel. There 
are internal divisions of continuing education, 
statistics, and planning. Support services.are .. 
provided in the following areas: systems analysis; 
payf~l),;l,l and accounting; education; and planning and 
rese;il·ch. 

[Const., Art. IV, §87; Administrative Rule 
1-1978; Administrative Staffing, p.lS; State 
Court Administrators, pp. 84-85; State COl\r.t 
Admini.strator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 DIsrRICT COURT 
6.2.1 Juvenile supervisor 

a. Juvenile supervisors ate appointed by the 
juvenile di.strict judge. In practice, they ar.e 
expected to have ,a college degree. ., 

b. Juvenile supe~visors may pe responsible for 
making investigations, reports, and recon~endati04s 
to the Juvenile Court; referring children to 
agencies; supervising children on probation; and 
making temporary orders not to exceed 30 days for 
the custody and control of a deprived, child. It) 
addition, juvenile supervisors may beauthoJ;'ized 
by the juvenile judge to cO)lduct hearings on do­
mestic relations matters. They may not be autho­
rized" however,(.to. presid,e over a proceeding for 
divorce, separation, 01=" annulment of a marriage. 

{N.D.C.C. §§27-05 ... 29, 27-20-05, 27-20:-06]' 
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6.1.2 PISTRICTCOURT 
6.2.2 Referee . 

a. Referees are appointed ,bY' .. the juvenile d18-
tricl: judge: They must be members of the s!ate­
bar. 

b. Referees may conduct heari~gs on any case 
in the first instance, preside at Juvenile Court 
hearings; report 'findings al1d recommendations; a~d 
determine if an act of delinquency has been~omm1t­
ted. Unless a review is ordered, upon the s1~na­
tu~e of the judge the findngs and recommendat10ns 
of the referee become the findings and order of the 
court. 

[N.D.C.C. 527-20-07] 

6.1. 3: COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED JURISDICTION 
'6":"2.3 Referee . ' . . . 

a. The county judges with in~reased JUr1sd1c­
tion may appoint referees. A referee must be "a 
person versed in the law.". . . . 

b. Duties and powers of referees are hm1ted 
to the Small Cbeims Court. They have the same 
duties as County Court judges with Increased Juris-
diction with regard tasmall 'claims. . . 

[N.D.C,C. §27-08.l-08; North Dakota C1v11 Pro-
cedures. Rule 5~] 

", 

Ii, 

;Judicial Discipline (f 

7.lCommission on JudiCial Quaiifications~ Members 
of the commission include: one judge'of the Dis­
trict Court, appointed by the Distric~ ,Judges 
ASs9cijlJ;ion; one judge of the County Court with 
Increased Jurisdiction, appointed by th:e County 
Judges with Increased Jurisdiction ~ssociat~on; 
one lawyer, appointed by the Execut1ve C9mm1ttee 
of the State' ~ar Association; and four lay 
citizens "appointed by theGov~rnor. 

[N.P.C.C. 527-23-02] ~ q 

7.2 Authoritx and proce~,vx:e~0~sanct1~n~. The com­
inission'is empowered to 1nvest.1gatecomplal,nts 
against all justit:es !lnd judges ~nd Small qlai~8' 
Court ref'erees in toe state;n,conducts ~eanngs 
concerning tile discipline, removal,or ret1~eDl:nt 
of any judge~ Afte~ con~ucting;, i!:sinv:$ti$.at101l • 
the commiss~on pres,ellts 1ts. recommendat10n to .the 
Ilupreme Court, which may retire .~ j~dge ,fpr .du­
ability, or censure or remove a Judgefor.wlllful 
misconduct, willful failure to p~rform. w1llful 
violation of the code pf judicial conduct, or ha-
bitual intemperance. ("'I 

[N.P.C.C. §27-23~03] '_f 

(;;' 
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'Cour,1; of Last Rello'rt 1.5 Administration' 
. f" . . . . ,a"TheSupreme Court,tllJ;'ough th~Chief Ju,-

.¢i SUPREME'-'CoURT • .;The court meets for its resular' tice.lIaliSenel'd IIlJper.in~endingpowero~er all 
1.~~rI!Iat Col~bus .,beginning in Jllnuary of eat:hyeart courts. T\le Cb~ef J\ll!I:1C~ exercilles admln1stratiop. 
It may hold.spechl, or, adjourned sellsions asa ' "' .. alld supervision Qverthe .tintire court system 
majQ~lty .ofthe justices determine" through~he Administrative Dire¢'t~r of the 'Cou:rts~ 

""[Ohio Reville4 Code (hereinafter O.R.C. )calirt 'adm1~~8~rl:ltorl",p:re.iding jud$eS, admin1stra-
Sections 2S0~.33~ 2503.34] l!;J.vejudges, andadm1nistrat;J.ve 'l:lIlB1stants. ~f-

1.2 Organizatioil~ The, Supi~llIeCClurtdoes not Bit. erenCe ;;ecI:1Qn5'.1 (~lle'tl!:l ,f;lmbllatrative author:" 
'~ i~ inpariebor d1v~sionll:; ity) •. TIle Ch1ef: ~1l81:1ce IJssno iJPecifically ar-

1.3 Jur:f;sdiction. . ti'culated ciut1e8.inr~gardto the l:ldmin1l!,~rat~on 
o a;-'{'The Supreme Court lias. origipal jurisdicUon of' theSllpreil!e Court.' " 
in qu.o warranto. mandamus, lIabeas corpus, .pr$>hibi- b. Beference ~ec::t.:lon:S,,~~~ (na~e,cl,e:y:"l a~m1p.-

"'don, procedendp, and in: any ColluSe on review as may istrator)... .... - .. ' " .... .f' ' 

be. necellsary to ~tscomplete determigatiori.' It ;., 'c'. The: ilos:lUQllof,~:Silp,te1lie~q9~:r:1: ¢:lerklill 
also lias original jurilldiction in all matters . a,uthorl,zed by statute and fillell .PySpprell!tcpurt 
relating to theprsctice of law.' It has ~~c:luB1ve' apP91ntmegt. Thec1erlt perf()~,p.~erous ,dm!nis- ", 
jurisdiction 1n all cases challenging theaclopt:1on trat1ve .~yUeli. includill$' th,P!le' ,t',eJ..a.tl,ng ti1 J:h.e 
or submission ofaproposed consUtuti9nal·allend- !!x&mination .. tqd ,registration ofattorpe),s fn Ohio i 
me~t. tq the voters.,. . ' . filing_nd dcic~j!tilig·· all c~ses ;8Clhedillip.g'1oraJ.. 

b. The. Supreme Court has jurisdit:ticnl ov,er. . ~r8uments ;18su~ng 811 ~~Ucel!' ,n\t'orders; la.nd 
appeals from Court of Appeals decisiona in the f()l- serving as Secretary ofth~.",Board of jlar ED1I!inerrs 
lowil)g:' and the Boata ctfCQ'iiaiills'ionr='rs on Cijaractdand . 

(1) Cases of felony 011 leave first obtained. F1l:ness. _ Tl\eclerk. ,.i8P "hlla.'I;~up_rvi8Qry ~~~~rq~. 
,<3l Cases where conflicting d~c:i.sions have over the ~ff1t:e and facilities.' '. ., t, .' .'. 

been rendered by different diyiaions;.of the Court rO.lt.~.§2S03.(),5~-Adili!lli.itrat~ve';birecW'r.o£, 
of Appeals. the,.Courtsl ... , , , ' .. ' ". . .... ,",,; ~;,\'";'"", 

(3) Casellof public or greatge~!,!~al, i~ter:-l.6Ruie~kipa •... 'l:'I\~Su~~,e.!JI!!'C~~~t,M.,.~1ln!~,.t!u- . 
t;!s't •.. ' tionally emI>0wered !=opr9lllulgate rul,es'governi!'l8' 

&> . (4fMatte~ of r~$htappeals in,'cases OI:fgi,.. p·rac~i¢e.ap.dproc:edl1r~s Iii all C,ou1'tll oftbe!(tat.!O 
nlltilisln the Court of AJlpeals or involvip.gtlleSuchrulesbeco!ne¢U"ct:i~e \lnles!! I;heGvnerl'ilf.Aa:-
death penalty or.a constitutional, question~ , sell!b~y adoPtll!lconcllrrenl:,resoJJiHqn of d1sapJ;" 

Tht;! 'court al~o has revisory jl1r~sdiction: pver prov~l' ttulell.· '!tave~ell. ;p~omu~g~te4 . by. ttle c~rr!= 
the proc'eedings of admiIiistra.tive'i;iffice:u p.r' . governing the fpll9wing Proc;ec1~r~s~t cr.iminal,. Ci • 

. agenc1,es liS provUedbylaw~ . civil. juvenilet app~,ll~tl;!,.and claf;lIIlS1 agllinstt,; the 
[Canst:! ttltiOQ I Arti¢le IV, S~c: tiori 2; Cpns t. ,I, S tate ~ In ..• c:coJ:dan~e wi t:h' rstatu'tori l'rQV181pnJi. 
Art. XVI. Sl] . ". . . .' .the-court nasalsp prolDulgatedtrdnc roles.;, The 

1.1. Justices (7) 'c?ur,thas general'lIuperintei1di~p~,!er over~ll ", 
a.'rhe ChiefJustlc~.is elected tp a '6~Yea~ ;cour~s. Adminisj:ra!:ivepolic:les fo~ the .courd ~t .. 

te'rm by t.he ..toters inastiltewide non .. pal'tisan!lelf,~reprei,"d~l!d ,byj;ht!,!;I)I1~,L~b~ol1~b the ~min-
election.', '-.', . ". . " . " ilitraUve Dttector. . "... '. 

b. ~upreme Court jU8tices. mue:t be members of'" . [Cc:in,!l~,~ .:~t" IV.~S~; O~'R':C. 'S'S?'35.~7'., 
·t'he~tate bar '~nd mu.st have engaged in th~ pra~dce2937.46( . '; .: .... _.. : ,'~;'" 

. ·of'law inOl1io ~p,d/o:ft)ervI!4 as '8 judge of ~f c:ourt . ~\,%'",,-
of record. in any, ot~i!l'ts tate for ~~ least; 6 Yeil,rs c, frttermed:late Appellate Court .~~ 
priol;' to'elect;lotl o!,;,~pPCllntment.'!1;NI) p.er!lon may '," .' r " 
be 'elected or app6kntedtp judici(ll o#;lce if he 2.!"COURT. OF APPEALS~ ACoq~t;'of:Appe!ilfJ\lIith ~ 
qjlsattaine410tears,of age.' ,1IIinimUm ot\th:r~,~~jud$ea81t$ln~{lc:J(d,!s~S,lcrt. iThe 

. ,c. ,Supreme Cgprt jPlltj,ces ~rl! el~cted ~'by ,the' COllrt ·of Appeali?hasnotel'iil& of<cour-t •. "Gourt"b! 
voti!rs (,f the st.tea~ l~rge. Titeir name, appear he1,4Wherea~il:~Qe~.~~ce~.!~f,.c!~et~~~S'T:<; ", 
on nonp.rti$~~L~~~:l.Ol:s~ The legislature has set , [COllst. , Aft! IV. "S3;0.R •. C. S2~Ol.Q?tl' '.' ; . 
the term !It th,~ '~0I!~t1,tution8,:llypl:'~8Cd~4~lI!inf,IIU1D,,' ,2~'2 Organbat-ion. l'he'~tilte-h ,d,ivided·,!>.yl!twijito 
of6y.e~rs.J~Atlllcl,.ell are fj,l1e~ by the. G9vernqr.ll ~~pi!u:a~edi!itr1ct:s. compr1s1.nafroDl 1 to 16 
If tbe. unexp:f,rli\8 term :I,s fc.tr,1II,O.J:'e, than 1 year ,the countieseilch'.. Gase8 a!:,e beard",~iy panels of three 
pl)sH:r~m issul;lject todec:t:1()I\ at: ttle. firs.t gen..,j~d$es.three dilitrit:tshave~oret~ll.~hJ:'e~ 'r 
er_l.electidnoccurriitg.morethal). 40 days after t:lle judge, .•. Ueciaionli .lire byma·j9r1tyvote,e~cept: 
vaC8,l1cy" . . 't1tatait threll 3\1d$e8 'll!ust.¢oncur if. ju4Pe~t' 

. [Cpnst., ~t.IV~ SS~,p;'O.R~C. SS250~.Ol, r~8t,llti~g . .fr9I1!a l:1:1a1, by jury. i8 t:obe 1:ev,rlied 
. 2503.P2 •. 2503~()3, 3505,04] . (In thewe:lgbtof ~.l:ij! ev!4ence~ 
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Figur.1: Ohio court system,'1980 
c 

i;uPaEKE COURT 
7 justice" . 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original juri.diction in all mattera relat-

ing to the practice of law. Excluaive 
juriadiction in all. c .... ch.llenging tlle 
adoption or 8ublli8lion oJ a prop08ed con­
.titutional amend.nt to the voters. 
Matters dealing with ,!'onstitutional ques­
tiona and queationa of general or public 
interest:- , . 

_ ,nnal appellate jur1~,lction OVal' all 
lOllercC\urts. Al'pea1S" frOll the, Iloard of, 
ra;," Aplleal. and the Public Utilitieo 
Coa!,~aion. ' 

COURT OF APPEALS (11) 
44 jud8.~ 
Juriadiction: " , " , 
_ General'appellate.revlew of judgments frOlll 

10ller courts of record. ' 
_ ApPtl.~a frOlllloard of Tax App,"': 3. 

----.,.,..~ 

COURTOFCOlllini P):.!AS (88) 
313 ,judie. 

t 

GENERAL DIVISION 
Juri.diction: 
.,. CiVil actions, over $500. 
_ Exclusive,jurisdiction 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: , 
- Exclusive ,;jurisdic­

tion ,in p~1>ate 
III.tte~8_ 

D(llESTIC RELATIQNS 
,DIVISION 

JurisdlctiCIn: , 

ovei: felony;"' most 
aerlou8 criminal ... tter8. 

a 

JUVENILE DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: '," 
-Exclus!.ve jurlsdictiol\ 1n juv!>nlle matters., 

Ju~ trisia. 

'I!'" . 

KuNICIPAL COURT (PO) 
, 18,9 judges , 
JurisdictiQn' 
~ Civil ,actions ullder SI0,(100: eXclusive 
o juri~lctioll OVEir ,forc1b!j! entry and 

,detainer, and '~all claim8 ""!-,l:,ters 
under $300. " , : 

_ Kiadelleanor., Ilunicipa1 ardl1lBnce ,'vio- , 
lations, ancl preliminary hearings. , 

- Traffic "matte,rs. 
Appeals are trial de '.l0vo. , 
Jury trial •• , 

- D1 vorce, diSsolu­
tion, annul ... nt, 
011ll0ny, and 
pate~nity. 

COUNTY CO\lRT (59) 
S9 part-time judlie~, 
Juri.diction: " 
_ Civil actions under ,$~,OOO: excluaive 

jur1s~~ct1on over,forcible entry and 
Q detai'ner, and 81Iall cla,ims matters , 

unde. $500. 
_ H1,s1J.meano~s a,nd I'rel i 1l!i1lBry 

he"'dngs. 
- Tra~f1c ma tters. " , 
Appeals are trial de novo from Mayors 
Court., 
Jury trials. 

COUILT !)F CLAntS 
judi" of the Suprelle Court, Court of 

Appeals, or 'Court of Co1lllOn Pleas sit 
on te.por.ry as~1& ..... nt. 

KAYOR'S CoURT u:s 700) 
JlIrisdiction:, 

Juriadiction:, , 
_ lbiciualvoi jurisdiction in ;ivll 

actiOn. ~!!n~~ ,the state and 'lver 
cla1Ja8 r.oved frOla, other co\\rts to , 
'tlie' C<\ilrt of ClaiM. " " 

-\\,Juriiidi'ctioD' over "victiu' o~ c;~iIl~8 
c.-pe-:,s.t1~n c •• es. _ . 

Jury tr1a~excep.tin cl,aiu alld~t 
the atilt •• ' 

_ Hinor criminal ~tt~r~. 
- Traffic matter •• 
No jury' triala, .. 
Not a _court of record. 

Court of 
la.t 

reaort 

J, 'Intenoec\i.te' 

" appellate 
t'J ~~rt 

, ' 

Court 'of" 
gene~al 

jqriadicti()n 

Courts of, 
limited 

jurisdictio!\ 

,; 

/ 
/ 

[Conat., .Art. IV •. ,3io.R'.'e. $$250'1.01,: 
2501.012. 2501.013) . /" ",. 

2.3 Ju?1ad1ction " " , l· ' 
'a! '1;he' CQ~rt of Appea,la ~aor,A1~a1 judad1c:. ... 

tion1nquo warrant:o~ ~an4.IIIUII..ljjbea. ,cor~us. pro­
h1b:l,tiorl. procedendo. and in any/cause, QnreView 
as may. be necessa,ry to its com!l,tet~:de~~i'IB1¥t1on'~ 

b •. The Court of Appeala-..:c~~rij~rill.diCt:f.o"· to . 
review any judgment or, f1~aJ. order, of an)' c:.ourt of: 
general or,limit~d jurilldic~!oit 'court of r.cord in 
its district on questions ,of law.lncertal'it 
claBsesof ~ctionisPec~~t~din'tlie Code. !tIl!llY 
weigh the evid'llce and !ender judgment upon queil­
tions of law find l fact.;:' ~e cour~ may also l'evieW 
f~nal ordera or,Yac;:dc:ms, of' aam~nistrat1ve offlc'e~a 
or agt!nc~.~~. L/' ,' .. 

[Conat •• Art.pr. 53; O.R~C. S25Ql.0~) 
2.4 Jtidges(44) ,),' " . 

. a~ The !!nief ;,Jul!tic;e,over all the COUl'tS of 
Appeals is selElc;;:~ed by: ~e;r 'l"ote for .~ l~y'ear term., 
Each court d1s~r1.ct ~II a prea:l,ding r~lIdgEl! Th' 
POaition .1.s, f~fi1.ed, by the judge .. not 'lierviD8, pur­
suant to appolntilltmtwhoaetermof office next 
,~x!)ir~s 'unlersll. 'i~~i8,h'I(:i:Ii', ~Qmpo"~!:I,~flllo~~th4n 
three. judgef,J. the C::Q~~t adopU loed \VIes prQvid­
ing for sOllle'qthe~, m,~hod of 8elec~ion. ~ch d1a~ 
tdct may Bilso de(,lignate an a4m1nilltr{ltivejudge 
in additi,q~l tott:~pr~ .. iding ,jl,ldg.. .' '. ' 

<;:;]1. Cqu.rt:Q£ Appeal,lJju~gellllua.t~e lIIelllbers of 
the's~~,te:'~ar ~ndlllust haveensagl!din the pracUce 
of law:~n;Ohio and/or served as a judge of ~ court 
of recor~in anY other jtat:~ for atlea!ilt "6 :y,ea,J,'~ 
prior to ,election or apPQin~ment. 

c. Court of Appeal •. judge,. ar" electe4bY the 
voters of their l'eSpect1.ve~p})ep.te dll!,tr1.ci:a. ' 
The~:rn~lIIea,s:ppeal' onnonp~rt!.,!'lll ~al1ot8_~ The 
l,ep,islature 'has set tb.ete~ at.the. cQn.t~t~t1.on­
all)' prescr1.bfl,d !;4in1mi.tm. of 6 YElars. Va,cancles are 
fflPe4b:y tile c;c,ve.rilor. ..,., 

" [Const •• Att.;rV.§§6. 13; I).R.CQ §§2S01~02. 
.250l.0~. 2501.06. 25Q3.01. 3S05.94; 
',:\Ad~Il1strat1v~(D1rector of" the Cour,tii) 

2.5 'Administration' ~' ,,", " 
a. The chief just1ce "has no' fonaal.adiairdstra­

tive.reaponsiblUtles. 'th~ p'l'~a1cling 'j~dge',Qfa ' 
Court Clf Appeals diat::rict ca.nreque"i:'the'Chief 
Justice of 'tile Suprea.eCQurtto 88s1$0 ,addit~onal ; 
judges to the d:l,lItrict~ iJ ,th.ecaselQad requ~rea. " 
Aftel' the judges of the district fix the salary of 
the Ilho:rthand ~eporte'l' •. the ,pz",lding ~tiage: ceJ;'U': 
fiea that: I!!alary to th. state "Irrlllasurer. Df,atric::ta 
,of the COUl't ofAppeala~y; prescribe 101=81 admill- ' 
iatrative procedures, subj.~t'to the'-8l!n~ritl:auper" 
intending power o~thechiElf justice., .'..' ", 

H b. the podtion\of ajllil:.lnisttati)r:l,s not' a\ltho­
~~~,~e~d by the statute~ or CQurt rulea~, lUne ~Clurta 
~,~veestabHa~~4 tb.e \fo"it1.o", lit .dlli¢,$trative 
o~d~r. ,~feren(:eSec::,~1.pn S~,2.'~~ ~lIt.,te~l,evel 

,. a~l"1n1strator) •.. ,'\1 .', "', . ." 
, Jc. In most distl',ic~Ii~~he clel'k of tlteCouf,t: 
• of\folDllllm .Ple&1I ~ejlch:, (:oPlltY ala!) .lIeryes a, the. 
cle'rlt of the Court:, ~f A~fea~B ~. The .Cour.t ~f Coillilon 
Pleaa clerk is "electeci' .ayery 4. year! by. tl;le·, voters 
of the county.R~ce~t:le$isladonp~rDdt8th". . 
judges of a Courto~ApPe.h d,1l1~r1.~tcoP'ijdn~ 
o~a "inIl1. c01,lptyandha;'~n~ef,g1.t~.o,r !lor~'judg~s 
~,oal'poiJlt t;heh' ~lm !!~e.rk, a~d ~'l'u,t~cl~~ltR~aa 
ne~~ss!lo/' Th~, c:~erk;1s, :r'.P9Jl.~~1!!", for fl1iJltt .n4 
dociteting ca!l,s.:,!lc:.1!e~ul1ng oral,rgW!lepts. 'iilsp~n8 
not,#.s apClordera. !lnd lI~p~tv1.1",g the o#f.c;eaqd' 
f.cf.l1d,e~. . . .' ! 
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[~llll.t ••. Art. IV ~ §5; O.R.C. §§2303.0l. 
23()3.03. 2S0l.0&,250l,a6. 2501.17; ~!i:l;stant 
AdminiatrativeDlrector of the Ohio Courts) 

2.6 RUle-making. ItUl~l!·.of'appel1ate 'prQcedurfIiave . 
~en promulg4t~d by the Supreme' Court~The Court 
of < Appeals in eacltdistrict is st~tutorllY a~tho .. 
rized to. adopt lolal rUle.-of pract1.ce; provided 
that ~hey .are con~l1stent with tl;lel!upreme· Court 
rulelil. COPf.el! of'such localrul,ea mus~ be filed 
with the SupremeCQurt. ' 

[AppellateR~leI!3l;) , 
,i I 

Court of General Jurisdict'ion 

3:1 COURT OFCOHMON PLEAS. ',lbe co~rt's tel'lll is 1,-
cale~dllr year 0 . , 

[O.R~C~ §2301~05J,' • 
3.20rganizaffon~' There is a, Court"pf Common Pieali 
in !!8ch of the state 'a. 8$ counUea,. IlltJ!.ough . 
authortt{exis'ta to~reat'e districts of .mor~ t:~n 
one coilfity. Ttu!,¢olirt nomil11y li1~s at the county 
seat. 'Each Court of COulmQrl ~lea~ lD8yhave the 
fo11oW!ngfou:rdivi81ons 61' anycqmbinaUon th.ere-' 
of: GE!n.ral,DomeIlUc Rel.uons, Pro~ate.llnd ju-
venile. "('" ,> > .. Q"' 

(Const •• Art~ IV. §4; 0.R.C.S§2l0l.01, 
2151.07,230~~03i Ad~niBt;rative Director of 
th~ Co~rt·lJ]. , ~ 

, 3.3 Jurisdiction, 
a.· The General DivhiQn haQ criminal' jurisdic- .';,. 

Uonover all crimes and'offeusesexcept misdemllan-' ' 
or Qffen!!ea, where exclusive juriadiction ,hal! .,been " 
gl'ant,dfq,acourtof limited jllrisd1ction.lta 
ciVil jl:lrlsdict~on e~tend8 toa11c:.a.u where the 
amount .in c;ontro~e~!JY 'El,ceedll $500... .. , . 

'. The Pr?-ba~e.~ivislon hilS ,e~clua1"e jurhdic ... · 
tion o,ve,rpro&jte matters; the Domestic lUIlation. 

,Divialon hears d1vo~(:e.~;dil!aolut1C?n •. annUlment. 
alimony. a~ in s.ome 10'cationlil.pateglity CillI.es. 
Excll1S1. ~ejur1l1dic tiQn'ln juvenIle' mlltter$ ,18" h@ld 
by the Juvenlle Di'l!'1II!pn. ", 

Sl,igqt variations in juda#ctlo~of the 
, divisiQnsexiat lIince they are created!n each 
.ep~rat~'c~urt location by aeparat~ statute. 

J).theCourt ofCbDlllonJ,li.eashasappel1~t~ 
juriSctic;tionovercolttr6versies:l.tivolV1rig decisions 
Qf ~lle boards of 'county.' co!llDii~:j:lOner8 •. ', r-"" 

," (b,.R.C'. ,§t2j;OH24. 2~5l~23.2~()5.01~293l.03) 
3.4 Judges (313) ." . ' , 

'a~ Th~re is, no pr9vision for Ii: chief jltdge over 
all the, counties. or" the Court of Comm!>n Pleas ~ Tll~ 
presiding judge of e4ch cour~ of (:o,lIIIIon fleas 18 
selecteci by alld liIerveS,llt the pleasut;1! of hil!, 
peerll. The, ,judges of', eachmuiti.:ojudge,'di.vh1oil of ' ' 
the court lIelectan adminiatrat':tve judge by peer' 
vot". whO' serVes a i""Yearterm. ,.", " " 

b., 'Court ()f COillilonPleali jUclge~:molit be !IIe!i1:ierir 
'~,!f t~~, ~ti1teb~r and must have,engaged.,inthe,p~a~" 

'Uce o'f law l.n Ohio and/Or must have' served as",a " 
judge of' a coUrt'of record i'n' any oth~r8tatefoJ:':~ 
at.lellst 6,'years pri.or ,tbelection orapPQintl!lent~~ , 
TheYliuat 'also be: re8identifof the'county: ' " 
"c;.. C!)U~t' of 'COlll!l0n U~a~jud$e~ aredectedtib( 

the ,VQters of the crounty W lIleanei 9£ a noppa~tisan' 
ba11oi:." JUclges serv~tlie¢pnBti~ut~onlll1ypre"'" 
acribed·'6.,year irllnillUm't'eria. 'Vlacai).dea are Hired 
~y ·th~'''aC>virn~J"'· ;., , . . .,,:,~ ', .. , :9.- . ,',: . ~ .. 

[Co~st.~ '~~. :rv;SS4.fi,13;"0.lt.~~·S2$03~~I. 
3'S()5. P4; R~~e8 o,fSuperi.ntendE;Il(:~,(heze1.llafter 

'Sup. It. )3 J' "" ,; " , 
<, -:\.) ~ ", . ': ; . , 
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3/5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no ch~ef judge over all the 

Courts of Common Pleas, the presiding judge of ~ach 
court calls meet~ngs of the judges for 'the purpose 
of discussing and resolving administrative probl~s 
common to all ,divisions of 'the court. At least one 
suc~ meeting is held each term. The presiding , 
judge chairs such meetings and also assigns judges 
between divisions as business requires. The pre­
siding judge may also serve as t~e administrative 
judge of a particular division of the court. 

The administrative judge is the presiding' 
officer of his division and ~s full responsibility 
for and control over the administration, docket, 
'and calendsr of the division. He assigna ~ases and 
requires reports from'the judges on the status of 
,their cases. He also maintains records indicating 
the number of cases each attorney is to try. Work 
reports required of each judge by the Supreme ~9urt 
are submitted through 'the administrative judge: 
In that regard, he is re'spollsible for formulating 
accounting and auditing systems within the divisioll 
and the office of the clerk, to ensure the accuracy 
of aii repo'res. ' " 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the Courts of Common Pleas. Statutes al­
low for the appointment of an administrative as­
sistant, however, in those courts serving over 
300,000 people. As of the last federal census, 
there were eight such counties in Ohio, and admin­
istrative assistants have been appointed in e~~h 
of these counties. I , " 

c. Court of Common Pleas clerks lire statutbry 
officers elected to 4-Year terms by the voters of 
the counties. In most cases, they also serve as 
clerks of, the Court of Appeals. The ~lerks are 
responsible for filing and docketing cases, 
scheduling oral arguments, issuing notices and 
orders. and supervising the office and facilities. 

[O.R.C. §§230l.l2, 2303.01, 2303.03j Sup. R. 
2.3, Sj Assistant Administrative Director of 
the Ohio Courts] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court's rules of 
criminal, civil, traffic, and juvenile procedures 
apply to the Court of Common Pleas. Local court 
rules that are consistent with the Supreme Court 
rules are permitted. They must be filed with the 
Supreme Court. The Rules of Superintendence of the 
Supreme Court govern administrative ~tters in the 
Court of Common Pleas.' 

[Const., Art. IV, §Sj Criminal RulesS7j Civil 
Rul~s 83] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 MUNICIPAL COURT. There is no statutory 
authorization for terms of the Municipal' Court. 

'[O.R.C. §190l.29] 
4.2.1 Organization. Those municipal corporations 
having a Municipal Court are specified in Section 
1901.01 of the Revise~ Code. Each court's terri- , 
torial jurisdiction is specified in Secuon 1901.02 
of the Revised Code. Jurisdiction of the Municipal 
Court may be limited to the city limits or it ~y 
encompass several municipalities/townships or the i' 
entire ~ounty.The assignment of cases in multi- 1/ 

judge Municipal Courts is governed by Rule 3 of the!! 
Rules of S1;'perintendence for Municipal and County i 
Courts. Caf.!es are assigned to a particular ses,- 1/ 

sion or a particular judge. Th~ following subjef!t /' 
categories must, be disposeLof by a particular /' 
session: criminal cases in which a plea of guilty 

--,--_~,1_. __ , ___ ,. ''''_", _____ ,___ _____ ~. 

or no contest is ent:~redj initial appearance in 
criminal cases in wh,tch an immediate trial is C~lIl­
ducted upon initial l!lppearancej civil cases in 
which a motion for dl~fault judgment is made j small 
claims caseSj and fOl'cible entry and detainer cases 
in which the right to tdal by jury is waived. All 
other cases are a~si8ned by lot to II, judge, who is 
responsible for the determination of every issue 
and proceeding in the case until its termination. 
The administrative judge equally apportions 
particular session assignments among all judges. 
Judgesccannot be assigned to a particular session 
for more than two conse~utive weeks. ' 

[Rul~s of Superintendence for Municipal and 
County Courts (hereinafter M.C. Sup. R.) 3] 

4.3.1 JurisdiC"tion 
a. The Mun~cipal Court has criminal jurisdic­

tion over all ordinance violations and misdemean­
ors. It conducts preliminary hearings ,in felony 
cases. Its civil jurisdic,tion extends to all' cases 
involving an amount of $10,000 or less. The 
court's jurisdiction also includes the following 
actions: in~erpleader, replevin, and forcible 
entry and detaine~. The Small Claims Division of 
the ~ourt ltas jurisdiction in cases involving $300 
or less. Additional specifi~ civil jurisdiction 

'has been granted tolhe Municipal Court of Cleve­
land by statute. 

b. Tile Municipal Court hears appeals from 
decision of Mayor's CourtD within:lts jurisdiction. 
An ~ppeal from a Mayor's Court sha~l proceed as a 
trial de novo. ' 

[O.R.C. §§190l.l7, 1901.18. 19Q11.:W, i~OS.22, 
1905.2S, 1925.0l, 1925.02] 

4.4.1 Judges (189) 
a. Unless otherwise prescribed by statute. each 

court has one judge for any portion of the first 
100,000 inhabitants and one additional judge for 
each additional 70,000 inhabitants or portion 
thereof. Selection of administrative judges is by 
peer vote. 

b. Municipal Court judges must be members of 
the state bar' and must have engaged in the prar"tic~ 
of law in Ohio and/or must have served as judge of 
a court of r~cord'in any other state for at least 
6 years prior to 'election or appointment. They 
must ,also be residents of the jurisd,:lct1onal terri­
tory of ~h~ court.C-' 

c. Municipal Court judges are elected by the 
voters of the "terril:ory" of the court. Their 
names appear on nonpartisan ballots unless the 
muni~ipal charter states otherwise. The te~ of 
office is 6 years. Vacancies are filled by tl1e 
Governor. 

[O.R.C. §§1901.0S, 1901.07, 1901.10, 2S03~01j 
M.C. Sup. R. 2j 107.08] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a.' The administrative judges of multi-judge 

Municipal and County Courts are responsible tc the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in the discharge 
of their duti~s. Their duties' are similar to those 
of the Common Pleas administrative judges. Refer­
ence Section "3.S.a. They also meet monthly with 
the court clerk to discuss the implementation of 
the rules of superintendence and perform other 
duties assigned by ~he Chief Justice. 

b. Statutes and rules do not provide for an 
administrator posit:t.:m. Its establishment is at 
the discretionof'the individual court. Reference 
SectiOn S.~.b (state-~~vel administrator). 

c. The clerk of the Court of Common Pleas m~y 
also serve as the clerk of the Municipal Court and/ 
or Coun~y Court. In other ~runicipal Courts, the 

t' 
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cl~Jrk is ~!itber appointed or elected in accordance 
Wi/ph a statutory population formula. The clerk is 
responsi!?le for filing and docketing cases, sched­
uling oral arguments, issuing notices and orders, 
and sUp'~arvising the office and facilities. 

[OlR.C., §1901.3J;;j M.C. Sup. R. 2] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. 'Procedural rules have been 
promulgated by the'Supreme Court. Local rules 
consl'stent with those of the Supreme Court may be 
adopl;ed. 

.I[Const •• Art. IV, §Sr 
) 

4.1:.2 COUNTY COURT. There is no statutory autho­
~l!iation for terms of the County Court. 
I f [Office of the Administrative Director of the 

,;' Courts] 
/~.2.2 Organization. A County Court exercises 

/: jurisdiction in those portions of a c9unty not 
1/ .withinthe jurisdiction of a Municipal Court. If 

) the court has more than one judge, the exclusive 
II geographical jurisdiction of each judge is deter­

mined by the Court of Common PleaS. The Court of 
Common, Pleas may assign more ,than one judge to a 
specific jurisdictional area. however, if ~he 
particular County Court has. jurisdiction over a 
population in excess ·of 120,000. ~The assfgnm~nt 
of cases in multi-judge County Courts is governed 
by Rule 3 of the Rules of Superintendence for 
Municipal and County Courts. Reference Section 
4.2.1. 

[O.R.C. §§1907.01.l, 1907.07.1] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The County Court has criminal juriBdiction 
over all tZ'sffic violations and all misdemeanors. 
It has civil jurisdiction in controversiesinvol­
ving $3,000 or less (exclusive jurisdiction if the 
amount is under $500)., The court's Small Claims 
Division handles cases involving $SOO or less. 

b. The County Court hears appeals from deci­
sions of Mayor's Courts within its jurisdiction. 
An appeal from a Mayor's Court shall pro'ceed as a 
t~j,al de novo. 

, [O.R.C. §§190S.22, 1905.2S, 1907.01.2, 1909.04, 
'192S.02] 

4.4.2 Judges (S9 part-time). Each court has one 
judge for any portion of the first~O,OoO inhabit­
ants of the district. Additional judges ,are added 
by statutory formula using population increments 
of 30,000. 

a. There are no provisions for presiding 
judges. 

b. County Court jullges must be members of the 
state bar, and must have practiced law.~it!, th'e state 
for at least 2 years prior to' electio~dlr appoint­
ment. They must also be qualified voters and 
residents of the County Court diBtricts. 

c. County Court judges are elected to 6-year' 
terms by the voters of the County Court districts 
on nonpartisan ballots~ 

[O.R.C •. ,§§l907 .04.1, 1907.0S.1, 3S0S.04] 
4.S.2 Administration 

a. Reference Sections 3.S.a and 4.S.1.a • 
b. Reference Sections 4.S.l.b and S.2.b (state­

level adminbtrstor). 
c. The clerk of the Court of Common Pleas may 

also serve as the clerk of,the County Court. III 
addition to the. COUji't of Common Pleas clerk, some 
county Boards of COIDmissioners may appoint clerks 
for each County Court judge. Such appointments are 
'sub~'ect to the concurrence of the individual judge. 
The clerks are responsible for filing and docketing 
cases.scl1eduling oral arguments, issuing !lotices 

.. and ordel':-s, and' sUl>ervil!ing the of£~ce and facili­
ties • 
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[O.R.C. §1907.l0.1j Office of the Adm1llhttll,­
tive Director of the Courts] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. Procedural rulu_ b,ave been 
promulgated by the Supreme Court. Local rules 
consistent with those'of the Supreme Court may be 
l.idopted. 

[Const., Art. IV, SSl 

4.1.3 MAYOR'S COURT. There is no statutory 
authorization for terms of the Mayor's Court. 

[Office of the Administrative Director of the 
Courts] 

4.2.3 Organization. The geographic jurisdiction 
of the Mayor's Court extends to the municipal 
boundaries. There are no specialized divisions of 
the court. 

[O.R.C. S190S.0l] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. Mayors of municipalities not having an 
established Municipal Cou,rt have concurrent juris­
diction with the limited jurisdiction court of 
record serviIlg the municipality to hear and deter­
mine cases involving ordinance and traffic viola­
tions. 

b. The Mayor's Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[O.R.C. S§190S.0l" 1907'.03.1j Office of the 
Administrative Director of the Courts] 

4.4.3 Judges (690). The pos~tion of judge in the 
Mayor's Court is held by the mayor by virtue 'of 
his office. Matters such as his qual:l:fications, 
meth,od of selection, term, etc., relate to his 
position as mayor rather than specifically to his 
judic.1al duties. Host of these matters are deter­
mlned'.locally by charter or o.rdinan,ce. Because 
there II~S only one judge per court, there are no 
provislons for presiding judges for ,the Mayor's 
Courts~\\ 

[Ofl'lce of the Administrative Director of the 
Courts] 

4.S.3 Adll\inistration 
a. Th~ mayors maintain their docket and files 

in acc,ord\~nce with the same laws. as apply to the 
County Court. 

b. There ar~ no provisions for,adlninistrator& 
for the Mayor's Court. Refereo:e 5 •. 2.b (state­
level administrator). 

c. Th~re' are no provisions ,for clerks 'for the 
Mayor'li Court. 

[O.R.C. S190S.0l] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. The mayors' ~uthority to sup­
plement Supreme Court procedural ~ules is similar 
to that of County Court judges. 

[O.R.C. S190S.28] 

4.1.4 COURT OF CLAIMS. There is no statutory 
authorization for terms of the Court of Claims. 

[Office of the Admiriistrative Director of the 
Courts] 

4.2.4 Organization. Tl'\e Court 'of Claims has state­
wide jurisdiction. The c()urt sits' in Franklin 
County (Columbus) j however, .the Chief Justice of 
the Supre~e Court call direct it to hold court in 
any county, if required. There are no divisions 
of the court.. Actions are notinally heard and 
dec.1ded by Ii single judgej however, a request can 
be 'made to.the Chief Justice toappO'int a panel of 
three judges. Some cases are heard and decided by 
court commissioners (reference Section 6.2.4). An 
appeal fro~ a dec.1sion CSf a Court of Claims commis­
sioner is heard and determined by a single judge. 

[O.R.C. §2743.03] 
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4.3.4 \Jurisdiction 
8..'The .Court:of Claims has exclus:~ve original 

jurisdiction over all claims against ·the state, 
which .~re permitted under statutory provisions. 
The court has full equity powers in all actions 
within its jurisdiction and it can entertain and 
determine all counter claims, cross-claims, and 
third party claims. As of December 28, 1976, the 
court was given jurisdiction over "victims of 
crimes" compensation claims. 

b. The Court of Claims has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[O.R.C. S2743.02] 
4.4.4 Judges. Judgeships on the:' Court of Claims 
are filled by temporary assignment by the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. Active and retired 
judges of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals" 
and the Court of Common Pleas are 'el~gible fQr 

.these temporary assignments. 
[O.R.C~ SS2743.03, 2743.04] 

4.5.4 Administration . 
a. Statutes and rules. do not. provide for a 

presiding judge of the court, because its judges 
serve on the basis of temporal,,}, appOintments by the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Claims. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk of t~e Court of Claims, under the 
direction of the Chief Just~ce. is responsible for 
establishing administrative procedures for the 
court. The clerk is appointed by the Supreme Court 
and must be a licensed attorney in the state. 

[O.R.C. §§2743.07] 
4.6.4 Rule-making.. The Rules of Civil Procedure. 
govern practice and procedure in the court. The 
Supreme Court has also promulgated special Rules 
of the Court of Claims (C.C.R.) and Loca~ Rules of 
the Court of Claims (L.C.C.R.). 

[O.R.C. §2743.03] 

State-Level Admj'.C1.~trl1tion 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court. through the Chief JustIce, has general 
superintending power OVer all courts of the state. 
The Chief Justice may assign any judge of a Court 
of Appeals or a Court of Common Pleas to temporar­
ily sit in any other Court of Appeals or Court of 
Common Pleas. He may also assign active and re­
tired judges of the SUPreme Court, the Court of 
Appeals, and the. Cour.t of Common Pleas to tempo­
rarily sit on the Court of Claims. The Chief Jus­
tice may recall retired judges to active service. 
He may assign retired Municipal Court judges to 
active duty in Municipal and County Courts. Con­
stitutional authority to pasll upon. the disqualifi­
cation of any judge of the Court o.f Appeals or 
court of Common Pleas is vested in the Chief Jus­
tice or his designee. Referf.l'!lce Section 1.5.a. 

[Canst., Art. IV, §S5,·,6; a.R.C. §2503.04; M.-C. 
;,', Sup., R. 13] 

5~'2 Office of the Adminis.trativl<. Director of the 1!. 
Courts. '\, )i 
---a-•. The OffiCe o~ the Administrative Director~ )1 

of the Courts is authorized by Constitution.:; . .. f'. 
[Const., Ar.t. IV, §5; O.R.C. §§2503.05, \\ 
2503.~8l] 
b. Adm~~istrative Director of the Courts 

(l)Th~ pos:l.t:1on cjf .Administrative Director 
of the Court£> \s provided for i~ the constitutiOn. 

(2) There are no statutoxy requirementa for 
the position.· Informal procedures requ~r3 that the 
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AdministratiVe Director be an attorney. The Admin­
istrative Director is appointed ~y and serves at 
the pleasure of· the Supreme Court .• 

(3) The Ad.ministrative Director is respon­
sible for examining the dockets of all courts in 
the state excc.pt the Mayor's Court and determining 
the need for assistance; collecting and compiling 
judicial statistics and reporting the same .to the, 
judici~ry and legislature; making recommendatio~s 
to the Chief Justice relating !:o the assignment of 
judges; and assisting in the development of pro-. 
grams designed for the improvement of the judicial 
system. The s~ate-funded portion of the judicial 
bu4get ~s prepared by the Ad,ministrative Director 
and his staff. He :sl'l!o ser:ves as the secretary of 
the judicial disciplinary commissions. 

c. O~fi~e organization. Staff divisions are 
as follows: Administrative Director, as,istant 
administ:ra.tive director, judicial statisti~s, and 
fisca~ ~fficer. The Office of the Administrative 
Director ~f the Courts consists of 10 people: 6 
professionals (including the Administrative Direc­
tor of the Courts) and 4 clerical personnel. .The 
professional staff pro,?ides s~pport services in thl~' 
following areas; records management, forms devel­
opment, and field representation; courtcoordina­
tion, facilities management, and other court ser­
vices; payroll, accounting, budge~ing, and pur­
chasing; publications; personnel sYl!temsj legisla­
tive, executive, public, and media information, and 
executive liaison; planning and research activi- . 
ties, including rules drafting. 

[Const .. Art. IV, S5; O.R.C. 2503.281] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF APPEALS. 
6.1.2 Master commissioner' 

a. Master c01pllliss,1oners are a'ppointed by.and 
serve at the pleasu~e .of the court. They must be 
members of tbe Ohio Bar. 

b. Master ccmmiasioners conduct hearings on 
certain :otions for l~ave to appeal. 

[AssistarAt Administrative Director of the Ohio 
Courts] 

6.1.2 COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
6.2 .• 2 Co;mniss~.oner and referee 

'8. Commissioners and r~ferees are appointed by 
the court in a manner pr~s~~~bed by the judges 
thereof. They must be attorn~ys • 

. b. COlDlllissioners are appo:i~ted by and assist 
the Probat~ Divisio~ judge. Tti~ commissioner takes 
testimony ~nd report~. his conclullions on the law 
and facts to the judg~. The c01lllli~ssioner can 
administer oaths and subpoena witn~sses and evi­
dence. Referees can h~~r t.he .isBu~~ and make a 

\,'" . \\ 

report of finding to the\, ;'udge in an~ case in which 
the parties are not entU(;I:~d. to a jUI:Y, trial or 
w}lere they consent to sU1:i'mi;f the calle ~to a referee. 
The powers of a referee are" similar to \those of 
commissioners. subject to lim:Ltations il,lIposed by 
the appointing judge. \..' 

[O.R.C. §§2l0l.06, 2151.16; Civil Rules 53) 
\' . , 

\. 6.1.3 MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY COURTS 
6.2.3 Referee \ 

a. All referees must be attorneys. TheY\are 
appoin.ted by the court in a manner prescribed\by 
the judg~s t~ereof. Their appointment is mand~tory 
in Mtmicip~l C~urtl! with more than two judges. \ 

b. Municipal Court judges may appoint refe,re~8 
to cond~.ct. proceedings: in the Small Claim. Div1a~pn 
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Figure 2; Ohio state-I$vel adminisfft1tive offic.e of the courts, 1980 
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of the court. These referees may also hear the 
following types of cases: default proceedings 
under Ci:!i1 Rules 55; forcible entry and detainer 
proceedi~gs in which the right to jury trial has 
been waived; and traffic proc,eedings in which 
there is a guilty plea or written waiver of right 
to trial by a judge. County Court judges may 
appoint referees similar to those in Municipal 
Courts to hear traffic proceedings. 

[M.C. Sup. R. 4; Traffic Rule 14] 

6.1.4 COURT OF CLAIMS 
6.2.4 Commissioner 
( a. Court of Claims commissioners must be 

attorneys who have practiced law in the state for 
at least 3 years prior to appointment. The com­
missioners are appoin.ted by and serve at the plea­
sure of the Supreme Court. 

b. Commissioners have jurisd~ction to make 
awards of reparation for economic loss arising from 
criminally injurious conduct. Decisions are nor­
mally rendered by a single commissioner; however~ 
a panel df three can be convened. The commis­
sioner's d"ecision is appealable to the Court of 
Claims. 

[O.R.C. §§2743.52, 2743.54, 2743.61] 

Judicial Discipline 

i~l There is no standing disciplinary body for 
judges. Rather, if ,the evidence in a particular 
case wa.rrants, the Supreme Court appoints a com­
mission of five judges to decide that particular 
~ase. Any judge in the state, except a mayor, is 
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eligible for appointment to the commission. The 5 
judges are chosen from any 5 e,f the 11 appellate 
districts, excluding the one 'Ln which the respon­
dent judge resides. 

[O.R.C. §270l.ll] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for Ganction. An 
initial private investigation of the complaint is 
conducted by the l7-member Board of Commissioners 
on Grievances and Discipline of the state bar. If 
two-thirds of the members concur that the evidence 
warrants further investigation, the complaint is 
forwarded to the Supreme'Court and a commission is 
appointed. The commission's hearing is held in 
private, and the judger4ay be represented by coun­
sel. All rules of evidence are observed in the 
conduct of the hearing'and the commission has sub­
poena powers. If three of the five members concur, 
the judge can be retired, removed, or suspended 
without pay. The commission's decision is appeal­
able to the Supreme Court. 

Judges can be removed from office by impeach­
ment or by concurrent resolution of the General 
Assembly. 

The public may also initiate action for removal 
of a judge for misconduct in office. The petition/ 
complaint must be signed by 15 percent of the 
qualified voters based on the total vote cast for 
Governor in the preceding election. The trial is 
held in the Court of Common Pleas or the Court of 
Appeals. 

[Const., Art. II, §§23, 38; Const., ArtIIV, 
§17; O.R.C. §§3.07 to 3.10, 270l.ll~ Supreme 
Court Rules for the Government of '~he Bar of 
Ohio VI] 
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OKLAHOMA 

Courts of Last Resort 

1.1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court sits in 
Oklahoma City, the state capital. The court is 
open for the transaction of business at any time 
on the call of the Chief Justice. 

[Constitution, Article VII, Section 5; Oklahoma 
Statutes Annotated (hereinafter O.S.A.) 12, 
Chapter'15, Appendix I, Rule 2] 

1.2.1 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels. A majority of the members of the court 
constitute a quo~lm and the concurrence of the 
majority of the court's justices is necessary to_ 
decide any question. There are nine geographidai 
Supreme Court judicial districts provided by stat­
ute. 

[Const., Art. VII, §5; O.S.A. 20, Section 2] 
1.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The original jurisdiction of the S~preme 
Court extends to a general superintending control 
over all agencies, commissions, and boards created 
by law. The Supreme Court has exclusive authority 
to pass upon the qualifications and fitness of all 
applicants for admission to the practice of law in 
Oklahoma. The Supreme Court has the exclusive 
power to discipline attorneys or revoke their per­
mit to practice law as prescribed by the state 
statutes and the rules of the Supreme Court. 

b. The Supreme Court hus appellate jurisdiction 
over all civil cases ~ppealed from the District 
Court. 

[Const., Art. 'tI, §4; O.S.A. 5, §§12, 13] 
1.4.1 Justices (9) 

a. The justi,~es choose from among their members 
a Chief Justice and a Vice Chief Justice who serve 
2-year terms or until th~ir successoro are elected 
and qualified. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 
years old, must have been qualified voters in their 
districts for at least 1 year immediately prior to 
the date of filing or ~ppointment, and must have 
been-a licensed practicing attorney or a judge of 
a court of record, or both, in Oklahoma for 5 
years preceeding their election or appointment. 

c. Supreme Court justices are subject to reten-
tion in office for terms of 6 years pursuant to a 

-nonpartisan election. Each justice must be from a 
separate district of the state as provided by stat­
utii'. When a vacancy occurs, the Governor appoints 
one of three persons nominated by the Judicial 
Nominating Commission (reference Table 12: Char­
acteristics of judicial nominating commissions). 
If the Governor fails to make the appointment with­
in 60 days, the Chief Justice appoints one of the 
nominees. 

[Const., Art. VII, §2, Art. VII-B, §§2, 4; 
O.S.A. 20, §27] 

1.5.1 Administration 
a. The Supreme Court exercises administration 

and supervision over the entire court system 
I»~ 

-
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through the Chief Justice, the Administrative Di- I' 
rector of the Courts, the presiding judges of the ' 
Court of Criminal Appeals, the presiding judges of 
the Court of Appeals, the presiding judges of the 
Distri~t Courts, the trial court administrators of 
the District courts, and the presiding judges of 
the Municipal Courts. Reference Section 5.1 
(Gener~l administrative authority). The Chief ~' 
Justice hll.s no specifically articulated administra-ij 
tive duties with regard to the Supreme CourT.. ,; 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b. (state-level admin''-
istrator). ' 

c. The Supreme Court appoints a clerk to serve 
at its pleasure who is licensed to practice law in 
the state of Oklahoma. The clerk is responsible 
for keeping records, files, and papers committed 
to his care; for recording the judgments, decrees, 
and orders of the Supreme Court, the Court of Ap­
peals, the Court of Criminal Appeals, t:he Court of 
Bank Review, and the Court on the Judiciary; and 
performs such other services and duties ,as may be 
authorized or prescribed by the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. VII, §5; 20 Oklahoma Statute Sup­
plement (hereinafter O.S. Supp.) 1979, 178; 
Administrative Director of the Courts] 

1.6.1 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may promul­
gate rules and regulations for all courts of record 
in the state. General administrative authority 
over all courts in the state is vested in the Su­
preme Court, and the court makes administrative 
rules for other courts. 

[Const., Art. VII, §6; Administrative Director ,_ 
of the Courts] 

1.1.2 COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. The cou~t sits 
in Oklahoma City and holds 6 terms each year. 

[O.S.A. 20, §36 to §40] 
1.2.2 Organization. The Court of Criminal Appeals 
does not ~.it in panels. Two members of the court 
constitute a quorum, and the concurrence of two 
judges is necessary to decide any question. 

[O.S.A. 20, §31] 
1.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Criminal Appeals has no origi­
nal jurisdiction. 

b. The Court of Criminal Appeals has exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction, coextensive with the limits 
of the ,state, in all criminal ,cases appealed from 
the Diatrict Court and the Municipal Criminal 
Court. 

[Const., Art. VII, §l] 
1.4.2 Judges (3) !~ 

a. The judge having the shortest time to serve 
on the Court of Criminal Appeals acts as Presiding 
Judge and serves a 2-year term. 

b. Court of Criminal Appeals judges must meet 
the same qualifications as Supreme Court justices. 
R~ference Section 1.4.1.b. 

c. Court of Criminal Appeals judges are select­
ed in the same manner and for the .. same term as Su-

T. 

, 
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Figure 1: Oklahoma court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurlodiction: 
_ Appellate jurisdiction over all civil 

ma tters. (,: ... ~~:::> . 

i , 
COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Appeals assigned to it by the Supreme 

Civil 1 Court. 
matters. 

I Criminal 
matters. 

I I 
DISTRICT COURT (26) 
71 district, 77 associate dis­
trict, 50 speci,a! judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction oVer all 

justiciable matters. 
- Civil acti()ns, probate, and 

dooestic relations. 
- Felony and misdemeanor ma tters. 
- Juvenile matters_ 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
NOT OF RECORD (167) 
1 full-time, 533 part-time 
judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisaicticuu 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

criminal cases. 

MllNICIPAL CRIHINAL COURT OF 
RECORD (2) 
6 full-time, 13 part-time 
judges 
Jur.isdiction: 

- City ordinance violations 
wi th fine less than $300 
and sentence less than 

- Ci ty ordinance violations 
with fine less than $300 
and sentenc.e 'less than 

90 days. 
Jury trials, if possible 
fine is greater than $35 
or imprisonment. 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION COURT 
7 district judges s.rve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Compensa tion claims in 

industrial cases. 

COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges s.rve 
Jurisdiction: 
J Protests against allegedly 

illegal levies. 

COURT OF BAliK REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals frOM final orders 

by the Commissioner of the 
Banl;ing Board or of the 
Banl;ing Board itself. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

t Indicates assignment of cases. 

90 days. 
Jury t"ials, if possible 
fine is greater than $50. 
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preme 'Court just ices. 
lO.S.A. 20, 535] 

1.5.2 Administration 

Reference section

7
l .}<£.c. 

:?' y 
a. The preSiding judge has no sped;lically 
'I dd" 'd' ,/./ d art~cu ate a m~n~strat~ve ut~~s w}"ttl regar to 

the Court of Criminal i\ppeals. 'j;P' 
b. Referellce Section 5.2.~/\itate-level admin..., 

istrator). -cF'~ 
C. The clerk of the stipreme Court is the ex 

officio clerk of tge Court of Criminal Appeals. 
Reference Section l.S.1.c. 

[Const., Art. VII, §S;!~20 
1.6.2 Rule-making. Reference 

(\... ,~, 

0.8. Supp. 1979, §78) 
Sec Hon 1. Ii .1. 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. One division sits in Tulsa 
County. The other sits in Oklahoma County. The 
court sits in continuous session. 

(O.S.A. 20, 530.2; Administrative Director of 
the Courts] 

2.2 Otganization. The geographic juriSdiction of 
the Court of Appeals is statewide. The Court of 
Appeals consists of two permanent divisions, with 
each division having three judges. 

[O.S.A. 20, §30.l] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Appeals has no original juris­
diction. 

b.The Court of Appeals has the power to dis­
pose of any case assigned to it by the Supreme 
Court. A decision of the Court of Appeals may' be 
reviewed by the Supreme court if a majority" of its 
justices direct that certiorari be gran,ted. The 
Supreme CQ!!rt may b'y order reca11s'case ·from,the 
Court of Appeals. 

[O.S:A. 20, §30.i] 
2.4 Judges (6) 0 

s. Each divisio.n of the court ,selects its pre­
siding jud&e for a term of 1 year. 

b. COu~!: of Appeals judges must be qualified" 
voters in"the state, and must have a minimum of 4 
years experience as a licensed practicing attorney 
or as a judge of a co\,\rt of record or both. 

c. Court of Appeals judges. are elected on non'­
partisan ballots from the six 'tongressional dis­
tricts in the state. Judges serve 6-year terms. 
The Governor fills vacancies by appolntmentof a 
qualified person from the congreuional distdct 
where the vacancy exists. The Governor shall con­
sider the recommendation of the Judicial Nomi~ating 
Commission (reference Table 'U1: Characteristics 
of j!Jdicial nO!llinating' commissions). At the,primary 
and gener~l:election next succeeding the occurrance 
of the va~ancy, a person is elected to fill the 
unexpiredl: term of that office. 

[coI?I!:t;.; Art;. VI~, 58; Sl O.S. Supp. ?\?80, no; 
Admllhstrat~ve Duector of the Courts]c 

2.S Admiinistration 
a~ '4here are no fomil! provisions regarding.the 

adminis![;rative authority of the Court of Appeals 
presidipg judges. They perform adminiatrative 
duties~or their respective divisions. 

b •. '1;'bere is no provision for an administrator 
for the 'tourt of Appeals. Reference Section 
5.2.b. c'(ltate-level administrator) •. 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court is also the 
clerk of the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 
1.S.1.c. 

[20 O.S. Supp. 1979, 578] J 
2.6 Rule-making. Reference section 1 •. 6.1. 

\. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT". The District court sits in 
continuoulI·session. ., 

[Administrat.ive Director' of the Courts] 
3.20rgan:lzation. There .. are 26 District" Coure 
judicial·distri~ts. There are 9 Judicial a4minis­
trative di8tricts, each h~adedby a i>residing 
Judge. Subject to the authQrity .of the Supreme 
Court,the presiding judges \feSignate places for 
holding court and may provide for divisions of the 
court. 

[COIlSt., Art. VII, HOj 20 O.S. Supp. 1980, 
5!12.I] 

3.3 Jurisdiction " 
a~ The District Court has 'unlimited original 

juriSdiction in all justicia~le matters, powers of 
review of administr!itive action, and power to issue 
writs, remedial or otherwise" necessary or proper 
to carry into effect its orders, judgments, or 
deCl:ees. 

b.,Tfie District COUl't hears tr'ials de novo from 
the Municipal Court ,Not of Record. 

[Const., Art. VII,' Hi O~S. Supp. 197,9, 
§27-l29] , " 

3.4 Jud es (n district "ud ea' 77 assod.ate dis­
tnct judges. SO speclal judges 

a. There is no provision, for a chief judge over 
all the districts of the District Court. In each 
of the nine judicial administrative distri~ts, the 
district and associate district judges elect one 
of their district judges as the presiding judge. 
If an individual District Court has more than one 
judge, the presiding judge of that judicial admin­
istrative district designates Ii chief judge of that 
court." He serves as Cbief judge at the pleasure 
of the presiding judge, or may rotate into the 
position in a manner presented by the presiding 
jUdge. 

'b. District Court' judges must have been resi­
dents of the state and their di~trict for 6 mo~ths, 
must be qualified voters of their respective dis­
tricts and must have a minimum of 4 years of expe­
rienc~a~~","a li~ensedpracticing. at tor,ney , or as. a 
judg~ of a ~ourt of record within the s.tate, or 
both. Asso~i.ate district judges must meet these 
sa~2 requirementsexd!pt those.-' elected or appoint­
ed after July ,1'5, 1974, are required 'to have only 2 
years ,of experience. 

c. Distri~t Court j!Jdges and associate district 
judges are elected in non-partisan elections. by the 
voters iii their respective counties or districts 
for terms of 4 years. When a 'vacancy 0f:curs in the 
office of district judge, the Governor appoints one 
of three persons nominated by the JUdicisl Nominat­
ing Commission (reference ;t'able l~: Characteris-- > 
tics of judicial nominating commissions). ,If the 
Governor fails to make the' appointment within 60 
days, the Chief Justice appoints one of thenomi­
nees. If a vacancy occurs, in the office of asso­
ciate district judge"ot if an associate district 
judge' is unable to perform the dudes of 11is of ... 
fic:e; the presiding judge of !Ithat judicial aduiin:i.s­
trative distric't appoints a ~pe<;J.i!l jlJcge to hold 
office for the duration of the Vac!ihcy. '. 

[Const., Art. VII, §S8, 9, 10, Art. VIIoB, §4; 
o.s.A. ~O, 52'2(b); O.S.A,t20.Ch.2, App. 2, ' 
Rule 7;20 O.S. Supp. 19:79,. §I2l.l; Adminbtra-
tiveDitector Qf the Co\'\hs] , 

3.5 Administration' :/ 
a.Whereas there'is no ~rovision for a chief 

judge over,all the district~ of the District Cou:rt, 

If 

, 



the presiding judge of each administrative district 
has general administrative authority, including the 
authority to provide for divisions of the court and 
to de~ignate appropriate times and places for hold­
ing court. If a vacancy occurs in the office of 
associate district judge, or if an associate dis­
trict judge is unable to perform the duties of his 
office, the presiding judge of the judicial admin­
istrative ~istrict may appoint a special judge to 
hold office for the duration of the vacancy. If 
an individual District Court has more than one 
judge, the presiding judge of that judicial admin-' 
istrative district designates a chief judge for 
that court. He serves as chief judge at the plea­
sure of the presiding judge, or may rotate into the 
p,osition in a manner prescribed by the presiding 
judge. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. 
There are two trial court administrators, one each 
in Oklahoma and Tulsa CountieD,. There are no for·· 
mal provisions regarding the administrative duties 
of the administrators. In practice, their adminis­
trative duties include the following: jury manage­
ment, caseload and dock~ting management, alid assis­
tance to the presiding judge in regard to personnel 
management. 

c. District clerks are elected for 4-year 
terms. The clerk of the district is responsible 
for keeping an appearance docket, a trial docket, 
a journal, a judgment docket, an' execution. docket, 
and such other books as may be ordered ~y the court 
or required by law. The clerk is directed to fur­
nish without cost to the Supreme Court and the 
State Legislative Council such statistical !ind 
other information required including, but not 
limited to, the number and classification of cases 
(a) filed with the court, (b) disposed of by the 
court and the means of such disposition, and (c) 
the number of cases pending before the court, at 
each term of the court. 

[Const., Art. VII, §l0; O.S.A. 12, §§22, 33; 
O.S.A. 20, 522(b); O.S.A. 20, Ch. 2, App. 2, 
Rule 7; 19 O.S. Supp. 1979, §l3l; State. Court 
Journal, 1917, p. '32; Administrative Director 
of the Cour.ts] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6.1. Each 
presiding judge of a judicial administrative dis­
trict has the authority to adapt rules for the 
courts of which he is in charge, subject to the 
authority of the Supreme Court. 

[Const., Art. VII, §10; ?O O.S. Supp. 1971, 
Ch. \\1, App. 2; Administrative Director of the 
COUI!tS] 

!! 
courts~;f Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

ill! 
4.1.1;&UNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT OF RECORD. The 
Municipal Criminal Court of Record sits in 
continuous session. /,' 

[Administrative Dirbctor of the Courts] 
4.2.1 Organization. A Municipal Criminal Court of 
Record may be established in cities having a popu­
lation of more than 200,000 persons. There are no 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[O.S.A. 11, §28-10l] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
--a-: The Municipal Criminal Court of Record has 
original jurisdiction in cases of violation of any 
city ordi~ances. The court also has jurisdiction 
to ~dminister oaths, issue subpoenas, writs of' 

'1 f-' 

. ' 

attachment, summonses, and other prQcesses and 
writs issuable by the district judge in criminal 
proceedings. 

b. The !4unicipal Criminal Court of Record has 
no appellate jurisdiction. 

[O.S.A. 11, §§28-102, 28-121] 
4.4.1 Jud es (6 full-time 13 art-time) 

a. The Board of Commissioners the city govern­
ing body) appoints a presiding judge for each Muni­
cipal Criminal Court of Record. 

b. Municipal Criminal Court judges must meet 
the same q~alifications as associate district 
judges of the District Court. Reference Section 
3.4.b. 

c. Municipal C::iminal Court of ReCOL~':;' judges 
are appointed by the Board of Commis'sioners of 
tl~ir cities or the city councils. Judges of these 
courts serve 2-year terms. 

[O.S.A. II, §28-103) 
4.5.1· Administration 

a. There'are no formal provisions regarding 
administrative duties for the presiding judges. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Municipal Criminal Court of Record. Refer­
ence Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk of each Municipal Criminal Court 
of Record is appointed by the city governing body. 
He is responsible for keeping and preserving rec­
ords and dockets, receiving all money paid into 
the court, and certifying all trans~ripts ~nd other 
records of the court. 

[O.S.A. II, 5§28-103, 28-106] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6.1. 

4.1.2 MUNICIPAL COURT NOT OF RECORD. The Municipal 
Court Not of Record sits in continuous session. 

[Administratiave Director of the Courtsi 
4.2.2 Organization. Any city or town may create a 
Municipal Court Not of Record. There are no spe­
cialized divisions of the court. 

[O.S.A. 11, 527-101] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court Not of Record has or1g1-
nal jurisdictio'n over .all city ordinance viola­
tions. The court may be required to supervise ju­
veniles placed on parole, probation, or suspended 
sentence. 

b. The Municipal Court Not of Record has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[O.S.A. II, 5527-103, 27-124] 
4.4.2 Judges (1 full-time, 533 part-time) 

a. The Municipal Court Not of Record does not 
have chief judges. 

b. Judges of the Municipal Court Not of Record 
must be licensed to practice law in the state, 
except~hat the requirement may be waived for 
cities having less than 7,500 population or if no 
licensed attorney resides in the county in which 
the city is located. 

c. Judges of the Ml1nicip~l Court NO.t of Record 
are appointed by the mayo~s of the cities where the 
courts are established with the consent of the 
governing bodies of the cities. Judges o.f the 
Mun~cipal Court Not. of Record serve 2-year terms. 

[O.S.A. 11, §27-104; Administrative Director of 
the Courts] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Municipal Court Not of Record. 
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b. There are no provisions for admi~istrators 
for the Municipa~ Court Not of Recotd. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level admin{strator). 
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c. City'clerks, or deputies designated by them 
serve as ex officio Municipal Court clerks. The ' 
~lerks are'. r~sponsible for recording court' proceed-
1n.gs, rece1v1ng and deHveri~g tQthe city trea­
sure: all m0':ley paid into the. court, and pe~f9rming 
cler1cal dutles ass;gned by judges. .' . 

.lO.S.A. 11. §27-l09] 
4.6.2 Rule~makinl' ~h~ ~~preme court may promul­
gate rules ~regulat10ns for the Municipal Court 
Not of Record. Ref"rence Section 1 6 1 Th· ... e "d . f r. ....• • • JU ge 
o e~~h court m~y.prescribe rules for ~he conduct 
of h1~ court cons1sten~ with state law. . 

[O.S.A. II, §127-ll4, 27-131) 

4.1.3 WOR~RS' COMPENSATION COURT. The Workers' 
Com~ensat10n ~ou~t !!its at Qklahoma) City, the s.tate 
cap1ta1. The court sits in continuous S'es~i~n. .. 

[~5 0.5. 'Supp. 1979, §l.2; Administrative 
Duector o~ ,the Courts]' . 

4:2.~ Organization. Tpe court is coqsiqeJ::ed to be 
l3~tt~ng en banc wt1en ~hree of the seven judge~ are 
s1tt1n~. The court 81ts en banc onlyf(lr appeal 
matters •. Theref~fe, the judge whp origiqally t~ies 
the c~se 18 the person by whom the decisiQn is made 
~hat 1S appealed to the court en bane (l1;~ to the 
Ilupreme Cour!: .•.. There are no specializeli'div~sions 
of the court. . 

[85 0.5. s~ipp. 1979, §3.6· Admillistrative 
Director o. the Courts) • 

4.3.3 Jurisdic~ion 
a •. The Worlters' Compensation" Court hears and 

determ1nell cOfllpeq!>8tioll c~aim~ in industrial acCi­
dent cli.ses. The CP!l~t also has the powe~ to con­
duct n~cel3~ary investigations. The award (If the 
court 1S f1nal ~nd c(lnclusivebetween the parties. 

. b. The part1es have the right to appeal a geci-
810n to the court en banc or to the Sl,lprem~ .. Court. 

[85 O.~. Supp. 1979, §3.6) . . . . 
4.4.3 Judges (7 district judg~s serve) 0 

a. The presiding judge is designated by and 
serves at the pleasure of the ,Governor. 

b •. Workers ,. Compensat;i.on COl,ltt jl,ldges mus t have 
bee~ 11censed to practice law in the state for a 
penod of not lells than 5 yea;rs prio~ to APpoint­
ment. 

~. Workers' Compensation Court judges are 
App01nted by ~he Governor. 'l.'he Appointmelltll are 
m~de from a hst of three nomillee.s for each po$!­
t~on, selected by the Judicial Nominating Commis­
~10~ ~refere~ce ~able l?:' Char.acted:stics of 
Jud1:LalnomLnat1ng commission!»' from applications 
s~bmLtted by qualified applicants. 'The Chief Jus~ 
t1~e of the Sup:r,eme Court has the authoJ;"ity toe. ap­
p01nt o~e ?f the nominees if the Gov.erno;r fails to 
do .,~o W1.th1n 60 pays from the time the list "of 
nom1ne~s i!> submitted. Judges of the Workets i Com­
pepsat10n Court serve 6-:,-ear tet;'Jlls. 'l'h.e judges . 
~hat se:ved on ~he State Industrid".Court· lire serv-
1':1g theu unexpued terms on the WorkeI:lI' Compensa-" 
t10n Court. . ~. 

[85 O:S: S~PP. 1979, S§.1.2, 3.6] 
4.5.3 Adm1n1st'ration 

. a;e,'ft\epresiding judge presides at all hearing!! 
'be~ore the court .en banc and at all conferences ~t; 
wh1ch appeals and other matters are considered. 
.He also makes procedural rulings for the courts 
except tho~e .. to ~e made i~.,.),the c(lur~e pfhearinis 
bef?r~ a nngle Judge; a::ls1gns or. ditec.t;s the . 
~sS1glll!\e~~ of cElses F~' the several jlJdge!! fo:r; he~r-
1ngs at places he dengnates; directs and ,!'uper ... 

vises ~he work of all employees of the cpurt; "\'han­
dIes ar.d oversees all administrative affairs 'of the 
court; and pe;rforms otq~r duties necessary t(loper-
ate the court in an efficient manner . 

b. ~ntil~he posi~ion o~ the A4miqistrator of 
WOrk~rl! Compe~sa~ion is ftindedpy the legislature. 
and 1~ actu~l~y in oper~tiQn. the presiding jUqg~~--> 
of ~he court 1S reSPOqS1ble •. f.or pe;rformins', the 
dut~es of the administrator. . . 

c. The cler~ h'as"r~sp()nsibiHties as determined 
py the court. . . 
l [85 0.5. Supp. 1979, Ch. 4, App. R.l] 
+.6.3 Rule-maki~. The Workers' Compensation Court 
has the power to formulate its own rules and pro~ 
cedures. . . 

[850.S. Supp. 1919~ §~.2] 

4.1.4 ~OURTOFTAx ~~iEW. The Court of Tax Review 
meets 1n Oklahom~ ~1ty~ the s~ate capital. upon 
call of the pres1d1ng Judge. The court reconvenes 
upon call of the presiding judge as deemed neces­
s~ryuntil all .p;t"Qtests haVe been heard and deter­
m1ned. 

. [68 O.s,.Supp. 1980, 524104] 
4.2.4 Organization. The Court of Tax Review is 
made up of three Distric!; Court jl,ldges ..... There are 
no sJ'ecialized divisions of the court. ~ 

[p.s.A. 68, 524104] 
4.3 •. 4 Jurisdihion. 
:;a. ,',The Cou~f Tax Revi~w has no (lriginal 
jurilsdiction.· . "J 

i{b~ Tpe COl,lrt.of Tax Review he~rs.and determine!! 
all prQte!'lts agnnst al,legedly illegal levies. The 
court has ~he authority t(l hear and determine all 
prote!lt~ hled under co~e §24103. The court also 
has the power to ad~inister oaths, and .to ~ompel 
th7 attend~nce o~ w1tnesses and the pr~auction of 
eV1lienc~, ~nclud1ng lJ'4Y pl,lbHcrecord from any . 
county ~n ~he state. .,,,, .1 

[O.S.A. 68; U241~b, 24104, 24105]" 
4.4.4 Judges (3 distr.:~ct judges serve)>> 

Ji a• The pre~i~ing SU4ge ii!chosenbiy the mem­
betbs. N~ sp~c1f~c ter~ is designate4i 

• b. D1str1ct Cou~t JudgeS serve. .Reference Sec-
tLon 3.4.b. .. 

c. Court of Tax .Review judg~s are designated 
by the ~overnor and serve cotenninous with him. 

[68 O.S. Supp. 1979, 5241'041 
4.5.4 Administration . 

a. Ther.¢ !ire np forinal provisions for assigning 
administrative duties to the p~esiding·judge. 

b. The State Board of Equalization· performs an:,-
necessary administrative duti~8. . . 

. c. The state ~uditor and. inspector serves as 
el,erk~ . He has f;heresponsibility fortranllmitting 
a copy of a talCpayer protest to i:he.~re;lsurer of 

"theaffected~pu':lf;y. He also h~stberesponsibili­
ty for· transm1tt1ng. a copy pf !:he 4ecisionsof the 
Tax Court to ~~e co:un!=y clerk, the county asses/lor; 
the county trea.sl.lrer'!ll!~, to the protestan~ o~ his. 
attorney of record. . ..' , . 

[O.S.A. 68, $S24l03, 2:4106; Acimi:ntH~e';Di-
recto.r of the Courts) . 

4.6:4Rule-makina· Tpe jl.ld.ges for the. Cou;rt~f 'Tax 
Rev1ew promulgate rule/l. The. rules Are approved 
by the ,S!lpreme" Court. . . 

. [AdministtlJtiveDi~ec~or of the Cour~s] 

4.1.5 COURT OF, BANI{ REVIEW. The Court of Bank Re_d 

view s~bedule~ meetings at Oklahom. City, the state 
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capital. at least once every 60d8YS. The court 
meets on call of the presiding judge. 

, [O.S.A.'~. 5207] 
4.2~5 Organization. The state i~" divided, into 
tl1ree Criminal CQ"iJrt of Appeals dIstricts. desig­
nated respect;vely as the eastern, northern, and 
southern Criminal Court of Appeals jUdicial dis­
tricts. The Court of Bank Review is made up. of, 
three District Court judges, one from each of the 
Court of Criminal Appeals districts. There are nO 
specialized divisions of the court. 

[20 O.S. 1971, S33] 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction. 

a. The Court of Bank Review has no originlll'J 
jurisdil:tion. 

b. The Court of Bank Review has the authority 
and duty to hear and determine all appeals from any 
final order of the Co~issione~ of the Banking 
Board or of the board itself. The court may affirm 
the appealed order, direct affirmative action, and 
reverse or modify. 

[O~S.A. 6, §207] 
4.4.5 Judges (3 district judges serve) 

a~ One of the three judges is designated by the 
members as the presiding judge. No specific term 
is designated. 

b. District Court judges serve. Reference Sec-
tion 3.4.b. ,., . 

c. The Court of Bank Review consists of three 
District Court judges, designated by the Governor 
and coilfirmed by the senate. "Each judge is from a 
different Court of Criminal Appeals district 'and ' 
serves a 4-year term. Vacancies are filled by Fhe 
Governor. The appointee serves for the unexp'}fed 
term. (, 

[O.S.A. 6,5207; Administ:tative Director of 
the Courts] 

4.5.5 Administration 
a. There are no formal prov1s10ns for 

assigning administrative duties to th~ presiding 
judge. 

b. The Bank Commissioner performs any 
necessary administrative duties. 

c. The clerk of the Supreme Court serves as 
the clerk of the Court of Bank Review. Reference 
Section 1.5.l.c. 

[O.S.A. 6. 5207] 
4.6.5 Rule-maldng. The !Dembers of the Court of 
Bank ~eview promulgate rules. The rules are ap­
proved by the Supreme Court. 

[Administrative Director of the Courts] 
" . 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative autho~itl' The Supreme 
Court has' general admin~strative authority over all 
the courts in the state, including the temporary 
aSsignment. 6f any judge to a court other than that 
for 'which he was selected.' This authority vested' 
in the Supreme Court is exercised !:~y the Chief 
Justice in accordance with the court's .rules. Ref-
erence Section 1.5.a. ". 

[Const., Art. VII, 56] 
5.2 Office, of the State Court Administrat6r 

a. The Office of the State Court Administrator 
is authorized by the conatitution. 

b. Administrative Diret:tor ,of the'Courts 
(1) The position of Administrative Director 

is authorized. by the constitution. 
, (2) The Administra'ti,ve Dirilctot of the 

Courts is appointed by and serves atth~ pleasure 
of the Supreme Court. The Supreme Coutt ):'equires 
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that the Administrative Director be a licensed at~ 
toriley ~ c,.' 

(3) The Administrative Director and his 
staf,f provide assistance to the Judicial Nominating 
Commission (reference Table 12: Characteristics of 
judicial nominating commiiislnns), the Court 011 the 
Judiciary (reference Section 7.1), .and the CO\lncil 
on Judicial Complaints (made up of two lawyers and 
one nonlawyer for"the purp9se of investigating com­
plaints 90ncerning the liiisconduct()f judicial of­
ficers lind, whennecesl!ary,recommending the prose­
cution of a judge before the Court on the Judi­
ciary). They also Prepare and submit annual re­
ports to the legislature conce'rning the boundaries 
of District Court judicial districts, the number 
of jud~es needed for each judicial district, 
pending case loads for each district, and caseload/ 
judge6> formulae. " 

c. Office organization. nle Office of the 
State Court Administrator consists of five people: 
four professionals (including the Administrative 
Director) and one legal secretary. The profession­
al staff provides support services in the area~ of 
computer operations and accounting. 

[Const., Art. VII. 56; O.S.A. 20, S16.l to 
16.11; 20 O.S. Supp. 1979, 51651 to 51661; Ad-
ministrative Director of the Courts] . , 

~asi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPREME COURT 
'L2el Referee 

a. Referees are appointe{ by and serve at the 
pleasure 9f the court. They must meet the same 
qualifications as a District Cc,urt judge. Refer ... 
ence Section 3.4.b. 

b. Referee~ perform duties'as prescribed by the 
Supreme Court. 

. [Administrative Director of the Courts] . ~;" .:-'; , 

" 6il.2 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.2 Referee 

a. Referees may be appointed 
judges assigned 1:0 hear juvenile 
with a population qver 100,000. 
attornttys. 

by District Court 
cases in counties 
Referees muat be 

b. Referees may hear any juvenile case in the 
court's jurisdiction, and ,report their findings and 
recommendations'to the judge. 

[O.S.A. 10, Sl~26; Parajudges: Their Role in 
roday's Court Slstems, p. 59] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 COURT ON "THE JUDICIARY. The Court on the J!l"'.' 
diciary consists of a 1rial Division composed pf 
nine members, eight of whom are district judges, 
s~,nior in service' and under age 60, and one active 
member of !:he Oklahoma Bar ASSociation, chosen by 
it:s-: Executive Council. The court also has an Ap­
peUate Division composed of two members ofth~ 
Supreme Court. chQsen by that court; one mem~eJ:' pf 
the Court of. Criminal Appeals, chosen by tl)at " ' 
court;, one 'Ictive member of the State Bar Associa­
tion, chosen by its E~ecutive <;:ouncil;and five 
disl:tict judges senior in sj!rvice and under age 65. 
Each divilion of the Court: on the Judiciary selects 
its prel!icHng judge, who is to be judge pf the 
qualifications and disqualifications of its' .own 
lIIembe.rs •. a,nd mllkes and publishes its own rules of 
procedure. c· 

[Const •• Art. VU-A. SS2, 3] 

.' 

, ' 

.. " <~ 

" 

Figure 2: 

\ 

" 

i\ 
'\ , 

OklQhomQ state-Ievel'admini$trative office of the ct?urts, 1980 
\ . " 
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1 ~ 2 Authority.rid;; procedurefQr sanction. Any JUI"" 
ticeorjudge of an:¥ couzot exercising ju~licial 

, power under the provisions "9f ,theCopstitution of 
bklaholl!4 ill subje~t to remQval from office'Q~ com­
pulsory retiremen~frcmlof~ice by proceedings in . 
the CQurt on the Judicil1rY).~ ·Ju;,i~clict-ionof the 
TJ;ial Div~sion oftM Court on the' JUdhdary may 
be invoked by petition filed by the Supreme ,Court 
or the Chief Ju.stice, the Gqv",rno~, the AttOirlley 
General, the Executive Secret~ry of the Oklahoma 
Bar Associatl,on when, directed by a majoJ;ity vot~ 
ot; aill?embers of i,fs Executtve Council,Qr by , 
resolut10n of the H\luse of Delegates oI;;thi!House 

,/ 

ofRepte.enta~,ivesof ,~l1e' Stji,t;e of9lt~'!lP9n,Ja. The 
Trial Divisi(m ,!lets, the matter f;9r hejlril;lg, not 
leSS than 60' days aft!iir no,tice o£ filing. After 
,fullheari.ng, the 'l:'rial Divil:lion rel'deJ:'s such judg­
lI\enta8, the' facts, may jU!ltify. FrQin any judgment 
(,f the Trial Div~.ion,the respondent ()r the prose­
cutorJpay appea~ ~othe Appellate Division within 
10 4ays after . ,the ,entry of; jl,ldgment. The review 
in the: App~l1ate I;)ivision is an equity apped a8)) 
to both law and facts. The AppellatePivision~&y 
aff~rm, 'mod~fy, ot reve~se the jul;igment of the '. 
Trial Div~s~on. 

[Canst. i, Art. VII~A, sn, 4; ,51 
. ,. ','" . 

'~'""".,."-,,, .... ·Cf.~· ... ~. -_'n'.,..,., ......... -' ....... ; \'(' 

() 

() 

OREGON' 

" 

Court of Last Resort 
" , 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme court sits in ~on'" 
'tinuo.~lssesalon'in Salem. ' ' , ' 

[State Court A4ministrator] 
1.2 Organization. The Supreme Cou,rt usually sits 
en banc', but ~t may lIitin panellii of. three to ,five 
justices. a majorlty of whom must be regularlY 

'elected juBtices,. The concurrence"of a majority 
C!,f justices h necessar1 to pronounce judgment .. ," 
. [Oregon Rev~!!ed Statutes (he~einafter o.a.s.) 

~ect10~ 2.l~1] 0 

1.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Supreme ~OUrt has originaljur~sdiction 

to issue extrao~dinary writs! 
b.,Th~ S~preme Court may hear app!iialson peti­

tion for review from th@ Court of ~ppeals~ The 
court also deci4es app~~ls from the Qregon Tax 
Court. " 

[Constituti()n, ~rticle VII, Amended Secti0l!-'2; 
Stat~ C()U~t,';·4dJDin~:$~rator] \X~\-f'" 

1~4 Justicea (7) ',' " 
a',The Chief Justice is elected by a majority 

of the justice!! of the court and completes his 6-
year term in th~s rqle. ije '!I!&Y iI\1~Cee!lhimsdf. ,.' 

b. Supreme Court justices ~.t be Unit~dStates 
citizens ane! ml!sthayebeen,realilen!:s of Oregon for 

, at least 3 year~ preceding the~r election qr ' 
appointment. 411 elec~ed~justicell !RUst be'lawyerB~ 

c. S\1PI:eme Court: justi~e.,ar~ ~lected tq :6-year 
terms Qn a nonpartisan basis by the vqt:er6',o~the 0 

state. The, ~vernor f1;l1s judicial. VaCa'!lcteli by' '> 
apl>0intmant. 'J:'lte apPointee .erve. until a succ~s~' 
sor is ,elected at the liext generlll election. 
Judges pro tempi;lre may beapp~Ji~ted by the c~urt ~ 

[Const •• Ar~. VII, ,~end. SSl. l6;O.R!~~ 
§§2.020, 2.04?]' " ",' 

1.5 Administration Il 

a~ The Chief: Justice has admtnist:rative author­
ity in accordance with Silpreme Court ;ulesa~d 
orders. Heexe~cilles all!R!Jl!.t:r~t:!gn,.,B'!l4 !!up~rvi­
sion ove~ th~en~;lre court s:y.stem thi'oughthe 
State Court Administrator. the chief judge of the 
Court ()f Appeals. presiding judges 9£ the Circuit 
Court, and trial '~ourt acimi~i •. tratQis,..lteference 
Sectio.PS.l (Generi\l QdmfniatraHy~ a\ithod,ty)~ 

. In regard tQ "tlle adm1,nilitrationof the~p,P~cine " 
Court. t~eCt4~ef Justice appo.rtions business to 
the panels o.f the court; cfeaignatea the jUs1:,icil[! t() 
preside in, each pai\elof tliec'hurtf"in hhab-
s,en,ce; as\'l,ignS tl\e, jU, s, ti,c,',es tQ pa~,hs; an!!, can 
ord~r th(! cQurt' to ilit en banco ' ff , ' 
, ',b. The StateCq\1~t ~lIinistrator serveS ali the 
adl!!in1..trat:qr for the SUPl'e1!Ie Co~rt. Reference 

. ,Sec tiolt5.'2 ~ b( s tate-1.Ve.! a~~it'1a trator) ~ 
',' " c. Ttle St~t;e CO\irt ~1I1nist~ator ~erVes as the 
Supreme CQurt"C!erk.Reference Section 5.2'sb. 

1.6Rule"'lD&king~· The Council on Court Proceciure , 
"as created to'promulgate rules o~ civil procedure. 
The ,~ou~cil is, composed of 10 jud$~s, 12 lawyers. 
an(1 layman. R\1les of criminal procedure are 
promulgated by t~estate:, le$islature~ The Supreme 
Court ~sprohibited from malting r~les of criminal 
atld civil proce4ure. It. can, how@ver, adopt ru~es 
preBcribitlg ithe form of all proce,s. notices, 
motions"and" ot,her written pleading&. ~or. all, 
eourts,'which,arenot considered rules of ctilllirial 
or civil prd~edure: ,The' court~as ge~eraladmin~ 

" illft'ative auth9dtya~d !!uperv!sori'control OVer 
the courts of the statean4 can make rulestoexer ... 
cise this ~uthority. All judges and court Person­
nel in the'state mustcompiy with Supreme Court 
administrativeruieli' ' 

[O.R.S, §§~.OO2. 1.280, 3l.Q02i :;tate COurt 
Administrator], 

Iiltermediate Appellate' Court 
'0 I;t~ I; V. 

2.1 COURT OF APPEALS. 'Th~ c09rt sfts'in cOl'tiniiou!! 
Session in Salelll~ , , 

B>.a.s. §l~O~O; Stllte Court Admi~istrator] 
2.2 Organization,. Th, juilges s~t in' panels ,of 
three ju!l.ges;all\lljority Qf ~"'oD'rmul!tberegularly 
ele"ct;ed. judges of the court.' Theconc~tience of 
twojudge8is necessary to P:roliClunce, judpent. The 
chief j~dge ora majority 10f t:,heregularlyele~~ed 
j\1dlJe8 catl,~1:'der thecQurt;; taliiit en ,banc, witlt not 
more tban two·jUdges .pro tempore !!itt!"g pn the 
coUrt. , 

, '[o.a.s. §2.510] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

, a.'J:'}ie Co~rt, of Appeall! 'bas no original jUf~li!­
diCtion. 

b. The Court of Appeals has exclusive apPell!i te 
juriadlctiQn' • 
, [O.R~S. §§;l.5l0, Z21.38Q, 419.561] 
2.4 Judges (10) 

II~ Tij~. chief jud$e ias~!,ei::t,ed ,!~ thesall\e man- ' 
ner ,and for the same term as the Chief, Justice of 
the Supreme Cou,rt'." Jle'fereilc~ Section 1.4.a. ' " 

"b. Courtnof Appeals judges mUllt be qualified 
voters of, the cQunt;ies Q~ the1r'residence~il4 must 
belicenlle~attorneyii~ " ,,', , ' 

~. ' C0\1rtof~PPe!l18jud8esa:resel,eC;ted ,in the 
same manner aM ,for the same, term ,as Supre1l!e C~~rl:. 
j\lStiCe!!. Reference SeCtion 1.4!c." 

'" [0.'a~:;.§2.540] \) 
,,2.5 Administration 

',a. Tlie"chieTj'udge apportion!! the in~8.ines8.';; of 
the court b,et;ween the" pa.nd!l.and c"n order the ,.' 
court to Bit en I;lanc;ue,presides over any panel, 
tnwhi~h: hes~ts and designa.tes ""judge to' preside ' 
over eachpl!p.ellnl1is abll!en~e,! ,,' "' 

, '[O.R.dS •• §1.00~j 2.i11, i.~60; 7~O. il.1.20; 
8tateC6.urtMII!!JliIJt ratorl , ' "" 

'b. The St.te Court Administrator serves a. the 
adminiStrator for,t",e Court of Appeals. 'aefe~ence ,~ 
'S~ctl,onS.2.b (staJ:e-leve,l adminhtrator). ' \',,\' 

~> 
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TAX COURT* 
1 j"dllC> 

TAX COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
- Origina~ jurisdictipn in 

all cases involving state 
tax law not specifically 
given to the Small Claims 
Division. 

- Appeals from county 
boards of equalization and 
the Oregon Departlllent of 
Revenue. 

T 
JUSTICE COURT . (40) 
40 judges 
Jurisdiction': 
-. Civil actions 'under 

$2,500. Small clsims 
under $500 in Silr,ll 
Claims Department. 

- Hi sdemeanors and 
preliminary hearings. 

- Traffic cases. . 
Jury trials. 

~<-
Figure 1: Oregon court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurhdiction: 
- Certiofari review of Court of Appeals 

decisions and decisio".· of 'the Tax Court. 
• 

COURT OF :AP PEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exciusive appellate juris!\iction except 

frca. Tax Court. 

CIRCuIT COURT (20) 
75 judges 
Jurisdiction: SHALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

Jurisdiction: 
- Tax refunds under $500~ 

additional taxes or 
taxes ,assessed "when no 
return was filed; tax 
cases involving real 
property valued under 
$35,000 or personal 
proper.ty under $15,000; 
refunds in homestead 
and rental assistance 
cases. 

- General jurisdiction over civil matters 
not granted exclusively to another court. 
Probate matters. 

- General jurisdiction over cr1m1nal 
ma tters not granted exclusively to 
another court. 

- Juvenile m&tters. 
Appeals de n,ovo. 
Juty trials. 

t T 
I!IINICIPAL COURT (165) COUN'iY COURT (9) 
193 judges 9 judges 
,Jurisdiction: Judsdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdic- n - Exclusive probate 

'tion over III1nicipal - , jurisdictioll in 6 
ordi~8nce viola- ~ountie8. 
tions. - Exclusive juvenile 

- Traffic cases. jurisdiction in 7 
Jury trials. counties. 

DISTRICT COURT (24) 
55 judges 
Jurisdiction. 
- Ci vi. 1 actions under 

$3,000. Probate (in 
Cqrry, Hood Ri.ver, and 
lIaseo Counties, and 
elsewhere aSI-assigned 
by the Circuit Court 
judie). Small clsims 
under $700 in the 
Smali Claims Depart­
pent. 

-.Misdemeanors with 
fines less than $3,000 
and sentence less than 
1 year; preliminary 
hearings. 

- Traffic cases. 
Appeals d~ novo. 
Sirperson jury trials. 

t .' Indicates route of appeal. 

"The Orejlon TaX Co~'ii: is claso1fitd as a court. of general jurisdict~on by state ststute. 

If. 

394 

, .- f, 
b' ____ . ___ _ o.cl~ 

'!' 

last 
resort 

] 

Court of 

J. Intermediate 

"appellate 
c9Urt 

Courts of 
general 

! jurisdiction 

1\ 

~--'--' 

o c. The State Court MministJ;'at(lr~~6tlrves as t~~ 
clerkaf the Court of Appeals ~ Reference Se~tion 
5 .• 2.b. " i'. 

[O.R.S. §§2.'560, 2.570, 7.0, 8.120;0 State Court 
Administrat9r] 

2.6 Rti.le-making. ,The Court of Appeal", may make 
, administrative rules for the 'cour,t t.ha~ are not in 
conflict with. ,SupreDi~' Court rules.. A single set 
of rules has' been ,jointly prOMulgated by the two. 
courts. Reference Section 1.6 •.. 

[O.R.S. §2.S60; State court Administrator) 

Courts of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The court sits in continuous 

a. Whereas there, iii no provision for a chief 
judge over al~the circuits of the Circuit Court, 
multi,..judge cit:cuits have. presi4ing judges. When, 
a majot:ity of the' cOl,lrt c~not agree on, the appor".. . 
tipnll\ent of· business and the form Cif rules, the 
,presi4ing judge' 8. dec1Bio~ controls in aU but the· 
Fourth·Judic1al District (~ltnomah,County). The 
pres:l.(I~rigjud8e in the Fourth Distri~t Can asSign 
cases from. the Department of ' Domestic· Relatiorjs and 
Probate,Depilr,tment, "b.~n they become congested, to 
""" "",;' 

.; 

otheI!departme,nts. When the pJ;'eBiding judge cannot 
perform his duties, he may designate an actilig. pre-
siding judge to assume them. l) 

b. There ,is. no provision for an admini.s.trator 
over all the circuits of~he Circuit Court. The 
office,oi'administr.Bltor in the .. Circuit .Court is 
authorized in single~county circuits wit~ popula­
tions of 70,OQO ~,r more. The presiding judge ml(lY 
appoint a court administrator with the appt:oval of 
a majority of .the judges. The administrators per­
form the functions prescribed by the cou~t rules 
of the circuits where appointed. 

c. Clerks of the C:f.t:cuit Courtareuthe elected 
county clerks, except in those home rule couqt:j.es 
where there isn~ ele\:ted county'cleJ;k.. Th()se 
counties have IlPP9inttia.county adlllinistra.tor,lil 
court administrators.' -' There .are no formal,' p"ovi­
Bionsfor assigning administrative duties to the 
clerks. . '~ey have responsibilities a.s determined 
by their respective courts. 

[Const. '\l\t:t. VII, §15; O.R.~~ §§3~06.5,3,.220, 
3.360, 8.970; State Court Ad.p1.nist!;'at;or] 

3.6.1 Rule-maidng. Rules gov''!J~'4ngproced,ure :l.n 
the Circuit court arepromulgat'ed, in the Same man­
neras procedura,1 rules in tlie'Suprell!e COl,lrt. 
Reference Section 1.6. The judges in ellchcircuit 
have author,ity to p~omulgater,ules of cout:t admin­
istration as long as they.are consistene:with Su­
preme Court'rulelio 

[O.R.S. §§3.220 (I), 3.380] 

3.l.2:rTAX COURT. (The Oregon Tax Court.is classi­
fied:":'a,s a court of generaljudsdiction ill O.R.S,. 
§305. 405·' wi thin the inibstanti Ve areas defined by 
O.R.~. §305~4l0.) 

The court liits_in continuous session. 
[O.R.S} §1.060] . 

3.2.2 Organization. The':rax Court sits in Salem, 
but conducts trials at any county s~at throughout 
the state. Ther~ isa Small Claims ,Division. . 

[o..R.S. §§305.475, 305.515]" 
3.3.2 Jurisdiction, 

a. The Tax"Court has 'original' judSd,iction over 
cases involving state ta~ lil.ws. 

The Small,Claims Division hearli Cases involvi~g 
certa:tnspecified tax refunds thatcd,o ~ot ~J(c~ed 
'500 ;addi tional ta"es, or taxes a.ssessed wheri, no 
return was filed; proc~edings by taxpayers involv­
ing the cash value' of real. proper,.I;y that does not 
exceed,'35,O,00 or p~rsonal property tlillt does.,not 
exceed 'l5~000; and refu~ds in ~o~estead and t~ntal 
assistance'cases of a~y value. 

b. The ':raJ( Court has no: appellate jur1sd~ctio1l1 
other th!in the jurisdiction to bear tax cas~sfrom, 
administrative agencies de n9vdii:~ 

. [O.R.S •. §§305.405, 305.41(), 305.425, ,305.515, 
305.540] 

3.4.2 Judges (1) 
a;--:-'r,he Tax Court does not hilv~ I;L chief judge. 
b~.r.'he Ta~ Court judg~ mtlst, be a resident of 

the state, must be admitted to the practice c'of "law 
in the iJt.ate 'Supreme Court, and must have been .. 
engaged. for 3 years in e:tther the a~tive 'pra~tic~ 
of law or as 'a judiCial or quasi-judiCial officer. 

. c.. The Tax (lourt judge ell! elect!!d on a non'" 
partisan basisbJ the v9terso~ the state to a 6-:­
year"term. 

[Const •• Art. VII, _end •. §l; O.R.S. 
§§305.452, 305.455] • ' h 
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b. ,There is no provision for an adl11inistrator 
for the Tax Court. Reference Section 5 .• 2.b (state .... 
level administrator). 

c. There is a clerk appointed by the court, 
whose administrative duties are not statutorily 
assigned. He has responsibilities as detei~ined 
by the court. 

[O.R.S. §305.480) 
3.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 DISTRICT COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session. 

[O.R.S. §1.060) 
~2.l Organization. There are 24 District Courts 
in the state's 36 counties: 21 single-~ounty 
Dist~,'ict Courts, and 3 courts that serve 2 coun­
ties.. Each District Court has a Small Claims 
DepaU'tment. 

[O.R.S. §46.405; State Court Administrator) 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
--a. The District Court has jurisdiction in all 
misd~meanor cases where the punishment indicated 
is not more than $3,000 or I-year of imprisonment, 
and all nonfelonious traffic cases. The District 
Court has concurrent jurisdiction with the Munici­
pal Court in municipal charter violations. The 
court has jurisdiction in civil cases involving not 
more than $3,000, and in all cases of forcible 
entry and detainer. Jurisdiction is concurrent 
with Municipal and Justice Courts in state liquor 
law violation cases. Small Claims Departments hear 
cases involving not more than $700. In Curry, Hood 
River, and Wasco Counties the District Court judge 
has probate authority. In the other 24 counties 
with a District Court, probate cases may be as­
signed by the Circuit Court to a Dis.trict Court 
judge. 

b. The Di~.trict Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[O.R.S. §§46.040, 46.060, 471.990, 484.030; 
State Court Administrator) 

4.4.1 Judges (55) 
a. In multi-judge districts a presiding judge 

is chosen by the judges of the court. If they can­
not agree on a person, the Circuit Court fot' the 
county designates a presiding judge until the 
judges reach agreement. The presiding judge can 
be removed at any time and another one chosen. 

b. District Court judges must have been resi­
dents of the state for 3 yea~s and must be licensed 
attorneys. They must also generally have been 
residents, or have had their principal offices for 
1 year in their districts. 

c. District Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices by the voters of their respective dis­
tricts. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[O.R.S. §S46.6l0, 46.665) 
4.5.1 Administration 

a .• When the presiding judge of a multi-judge 
District Court is unable to serve, he can appoint 
another judge to act in his place. There a,re no 
statutory or constitutional provisions for assign­
ing administrative authority or other responsibil­
ities to the presiding judges. 

b. There are no statutory or constitutional 
provisions for an administrator ove~ all the dis­
tricts, although 8everal districts have cqurt ad,"". 
ministrators. Their duties inClude management of . 
personnel, caseflow, records, statistics, facili­
ties, and budget matters. 

..... ----~, 

c. The elected county clerk is the clerk of the 
District Court except in Multnomah, ~-1ashington, 
La~e, Hood River, Benton, Jackson, Union, and 
Wallowa counties. In Union and Wallowa counties, 
the elected county clerk is the ex officio clerk 
of the District Co.urt. The city of Gresham and 
Multnomah County may provide for a clerk of the 
District, Court; however, the method of s.election 
is not statutorily determined. There are ,no fO.rmal 
provisio~s for assigning administrative duties to 
the clerks. They have responsibilities as' deter­
mined by their respective courts. 

[Const., Art. VII, §15; O.R.S. S§46.0l0, 
46.665, 46.720, 46.725; State Court Administra­
tor) . 

4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6.. The 
judge or judges of each District Court are autho­
rized to promulgate administrative rules for their 
courts that are not in conflict with rules of the 
Supreme Court. 

[O.R.S~ ,§~".28?) 
'." 1","' 

4.1.2 JUSTICE COURT. The court sits in continuous 
session •. 

[O.R.s. §1.060) 
4.2.2 Organization. The.number of Justice Court 
districts in each county is determined by· the BOard 
of County Commissioners. There may be up to five 
Justice Courts in any county that has a District 
Court. In those counties not having a District 
Court, there may be up to six courts. Forty com­
munities have Justi.ce Courts. Their jurisdiction, 
however, does not include cities in whf~hthere is 
a District Court. Each Justice Court has "a Small 
Claims Department. 

[O.R.S. §S46.026, 51.020, 51.030; State Court 
Administrator) 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Justice Court has jurisdicticm in mis­

demeanor cases. I-,t also has jurisdiction in calles 
involving public c~~tracts and purchasing, maximum 
working hours, dece}\ti ve and fraudulent employment 
practices, and civ1l\cases involving not mQre than 
$2,500. The Small Cl'fms Department hears actions 
for recovery of money or damages of $500 o~ less. 
The Justice Court has jurisdiction in cases invoiv­
ing violations of state liquor laws and in all non-
felonious state traffic offenses'. . 

b. The J\1stice Court bas no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[O.R.S. §§5l.040, 51.050, 471.990, 484.030; 
State Court Administrator.) 

4.4.2 Judgeo (40) 
a. The JUEl,tice Court does not have presiding 

judges. Each court is a single judge court. 
b. Justices of the peace' must be voters of 

their counties and must have' been residents of 
their districts for 6 months preceding their elec­
tion. 

c. Justices of the peace are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Cout:t, 
justices by the voters of their respective dis­
tricts. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[O.R.S. SS5l.020, 51.021, 51.240; State Court 
Administrator] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Justice Court. 
b. There are .. no provisions for administrators 

for the Justice Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The County Court or Board of <;ounty Commis­
',. \:',sioners may provide for a clerk in the Justice 

3S6 
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Cour~?~~')lowe:ver, th~ method of sel~c;tion is not 
stat~~9f~ly determined. There are no formal provi­
sion'a for assigning administrative duties to Jus­
tice Court clerks. They have responsibil1.t1es as 
d,etermined by their respective courts. 

[O.R.S. §5l.l40) " 
4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. The 
Justice Court may promulgate rules. of court admin­
istration that are not in conflict with rules pro­
mulgated by the Supreme Court. 

[0.R.S •.. :§52.030) 

4.1.3 COU~~ COURT. 
session. 

IO.R.S. §1.060) 

The court sits in continuous 

4.2.3 Organization. Statutes provide for on~court 
in each of nine rural counties. Specialized divi­
sions o:R the County Court are locally determined. 

[O.R.~. S§5.0~O, 3.265, 111.0551 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The County Court~ in Crook, Gilliam, Hatney, 
'Jefferson, Morrow, Sherman, and Wheeler counties 
have juvenile jurisdiction. The County Courts in 
Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Malheur",Sherman, and 
Wheeler counties have original jUrisdiction over" 
all probate matters in their counties. The judge 
of any County Court can grant preliminary injunc­
tions or orders in any suit in the Circuit CQ~rt 
commenced in the county. ,. 

b. The County Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[O.R.S. §§3.265, 5.0?O, 5.050, 111.055) 
4.4.3 Judges (9) 

·a. The County Court does ,not have presiding 
judges. 

b. County Court judges must be voters of their 
counties and mllsthav~ been residents of .their dis­
tricts for 1 year pret\l'::!ding their .. election. 

c. Count!.' Court j\adges are selected in the same 
manner and, ·for the "same term as Supreme Court jus­
t:ic~s by th~ voters&f, th~ir respecti v~ districts. 
Reference Sectioil' U4:~*. 

[Const. ,. Art _ Vli'; §8) 
4.5.3 Admin1strat'ion I, 

a. There are no"':p'~ovisions for presiding judges 
for· the County Cou't't. II> 

b. There are nel! proVisions for administrators 
for the County Court. Reference Section 5,2.b 
(state-level adminiat.rator). 

c. The elected county clerks are !;he clerks of 
the County Court. T1\el'~, are no formal Provisions 
for assigning adm~niBtt~tive duties to the clerks. 
They have responsibil:f,tinsas determined by their 
respective courts. 

[Const., Art. VII, §15; O .• R.S. §46.720) 
4.6.3 Rule-making. ~ference Section 1.6, 

4.1.4 MUNICIPAL COURT. The court sits in continu·· 
ous .' session as r~'quire4. 

[O.R. S. §l. O~,O) 
4.2.4 Organization. Any incorporated city or town 
may ,hu va a Municipal Court, wi d~ diviSions depen­
dent upon municip~l ordinance. 

[O.R.S, §22l.100) 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction \L 

1\ a. The Municipal C~lUrt has jurisdiction over 
\. the regulations of incorporated cities and. towns. 
. It has conc'hrrent jurisdiction witq the Justic;e and 
District Courts over state liquor law violatidns. 
The court ha,s copcurrent jurisdiction with the Jus­
tice Court o''{er nonfelonious state traffic offenses 
wi thin munic:l:.pal boundaries. 

'r 

b. 'l'he Municipal Court has no appellate juris-
diction. ,e' • 

[Const., Art. VII, Sl; O.R.S. §S46.040, 
471.990,484.030)' 

4.4.4 Judges (1931 
a. The Mun:!,dpal Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. Municipal'Court judges are not required to 

be attorneys, but many of them are. 
c. Municipal~ollrt judge.s are selected by City 

Councils, except in two I!ities where they are 
elected by the voters of the cities. . 

[O.R.S. §§22l}1l0, 221.140; State Court Admip.-
istrator). . 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for'presiding judges 

for the. Municipal Court. 
b. There are no proviSions for admini~'trators 

for the Municipal Court. 
c~ There are no statutory provisions for clerks 

for the Municipal Court. 
4.6.4 Rule-making. The Municipal Court operates 
outside the state system but within legislative 
direction. It is controlled in some procedures by 
state law~ 

[State Court Administrator). 

Stat:e-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Cour;!:; .has general administrative authpr:!,t;yover the 
courts of the state. The Chief Justice exercises 
this administrative author;1ty ip accot"dance with 
Supreme Court rules and orderG. The Chief Justice 
appoints the judicialomembers:of the M1~or Court 
Rules Commi'ttee and is chairman 01: the JudiCial 
Conference (ref~rence Table 29: Judicial councils 
and conferences). The Supreme Court can assigg 
senior jucJ,g~s (retired justices of the. Sup;e,ue'l 
Court and retired judges of the Court of Al?peals, 
District Court, Circuit Court, and Ta~ Co~:E with 
12 years or more service on the bench) and-attor­
neys to courts as needed on a tempor&ry basis.' 
Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[O.R.S.' §Sl.002, 1.300; 1.510, 1.810) 
5.2 Office of State Court Administrator '. 

a •. There is rio; specific authqrization for the 
administrative office. ' 

b. State Court Administrator 
(1) The position of State court Administra­

tor is a,lJthoriz~d by statute. 
(2) There are no' statutory or constitutional 

qualifications for the. position of State Court 
Administrator. In practice. experience as a prac­
ticing att.orney in the courts. and as a presiding 
judge as well as knowl~dge of state government and 

. the leghlati ve process are d.eslred qualifications ,<' 
The State Court Administrl,ltot: is aplwinted by the 
Supreme Court or a majority of !:he Jllstices. 

(3) The State Court Administrator acts as 
the administrator and serves as thp. clerk of the 
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. The admin­
~strator is required to assist the Chief Justice in 
exercising his administrative authority and super­
yision over tlle courts. This authority includes 
compiling data, conducting studies,bsuing re­
ports, making recommendations, and, issuing orders 
concerning administrative methods and court busi­
ness in all court'l:! except the Supreme Court and 
Municipal Court; iirequiring reports from all courts 
except the Supreme,. Court; . and taking such action 
as is "ne,t:;t;;ssary to further the admin1s.tration of 
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Figure 2: Oregon state-Ieve~ administrative office <;1 the courts, 1980 
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justice. The Stat.e Court Administrator can appoint 
appropriate administrative staff with the consent 
and approval of the Supreme Court. 

b. Each judge pro tempore has the same author­
ity and duties as a regular judge of the court to 
which he is assigned. A judge pro tempore, how­
ever, may not participate in the review of a case 
in which he was a participant while serving on a 
court of lesser jurisdiction. 

i, 
I. 

Supreme Court 
Calendar t--

Clerk 

Court of 
Appeals 10-
Calendsr -Clerk 

Senior Records 
Clerk ,..... 

Senior Records r-
Clerk 

Records 
Clerk I"-

Records 
Clerk l"-

Records 
Clerk r-

Recorda 
Clerk I"-

Secretary 
Assistant !--

Assistant 
Editor -

I"~ 

·~tate 

II 
Court Secretary 

Adminio~rator AsBistance 
/ I 
:...) 

Administrative Court of Supreme Court 
Appeals Bailiff ,..... Analyst 

Bailiff 

'i 
i-" Business 

Case Records - Assistant Manager 

Administrator ~ ~ State -
Court 

Administrator 

I r- Stores 
Clerk 

Secretary 

Assistant for Secretary 

f-- Judicial ...... ""sistant 
Assignments 

, , 
Director of Secretary 

. 1-- public 1- Assistant 
Informa tion 

D:i,..rector of Secretary 

I'"'"- \l~,\icial i-- Assistant 
Ed\...catlon 

System 

r-- Superintendent 

.. . , 

Legal Director of 
Counsel ....... ""- Trial 'Court -Services , 

-" Appellate 
Reports 
;Editor 

! 
Superintendent 

Clerk I"- of Planning & 
Field Liaison 

Secretary --- Assistant 

398 

" 

System 

r-- Analyst 

0 

Programmer 
"' Analyst 

.... Programmer 

Management - Analyst 

Assistant 

t-- planner 

Court 
InforIM tion 

Analyst 

I-- Secretary 

I...- Secretary 

'-" 

/ 

\. ,. 
~-
~-> 

!. 
i 
\ ,. 
I 
"': 
f~ 
\ 

~ I 

l 
1< 
\ : 
\.j 
L 
1\ 
~.l 
1( , 
\' {j 

\l l, 
~ ! 

tl 
l' 

n 
~j 
H 1, 
i1 
tl 

",r% 

~ 
~ 
i 
~ 
¥, 

rt 
fi 
1 
~ 
~ 
u 

I 
1 
~ 
I 
j 

> 
" 

I 
<1 
~ 
i 
I 
I 
;! 
" 

~ 
~ 
~ 
I! 
\I 
~ 

i1 
a 
" H 

·a , ~ 
'fi 

IT 

" 4 
H ,; 
a 
II 

!1 
'I 

~i 
Ii 
!i 

oil 
l' !1 
:! 
I, 
¥i 
;/li 
~i 
Fl ~, 

fl 
f.,1 
Li 
! 

c. Office organization. The State Court Admin­
istrator selects the staff, with the consent and 
approvar of the Supreme Court. The staff serves 
at the pleasure of the State Court Administrator. 
It consists of~15 people: 10 p~ofesslona1s and 5 
clerical personnel. The task of the staff is to 
coordinate, study, plan, monitor, and assist the 
trial courts as much as possible. They provide 
support in the following areas: systems analysis, 
programming, and records management; payroll, 
accounting, auditing, budgeting, and purchasing; 
education, training, and publications; legislative, 
executive, public, and media information, and leg­
islative and executive liaison; statistical compi­
lation, planning, research, statistical analysis, 
legal services, and legislative drafting. 

[O.R.S. §§1.002, 1.006, 2.560, 7.0, 8.110; 
State Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 ALL COURTS 
6.2.1 Referee 

a. Any court can appoint a referee. Each 
referee must be qualified as a juror by statute • 
Up to three referees may be selected for a case, 
either by the parties involved or by the court when 
the judge in the case needs a finding of fact or 
information gathered. 

b. A,!,'eferee may be appointed to try and report 
on the is~ues in a civil proceeding, execute an 
order or judgment, or perform any other duties pre­
scribed by statute. 

[O.R.S. §§17.705, 17.720, 17.725, 17.730, 
17.7351 

6.1.2 SUPREME COURT, COURT OF APPEALS, CIRCUIT 
COURT, TAX COURT, DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.2 Judge pro tempore 

a. The Supreme Court can appoint any eligible 
person to serve as judge pro tempore for the above 
courts whenever it determines the appointment is 
reasonably necessary to promote efficient adminis­
tration of justice. In order to be considered 
eligible, that person must be a state resident and 
must have been a licensed attorney for 3 years 
prior to appointment. The Supreme Court determines 
the court to which appointment is made and the du­
ration of the appointment. 

[O.R.S. §§1.600, 1.635, 1.645] 

6.1.3 JUSTICE COURT 
6.2.3 Justice of the peace pro tempore 

a. When a justice of the. peace is temporarily 
absent or incapacitated, the County Court may 
appoint a justice of the peace pro tempore, who 
must have the same qualifications as a regular jus­
tice. If the absence is for more than 60 days, the 
Governor must appoint a qualified justice of the 
peace pro tempore. 

D. The justice of the peace pro tempore has the 
same authority and duties as the justice of. the 
peace for whom he is substituting. 

[O.R.S. §5l.260] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Fitness. The commission 
is composed of three judges, appointed by the Su­
preme Court; three licensed attorneys, appointed 
by the Board of Governors of the state bar; and 
three persons who are n,ot judges or attorneys, 
appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the 
Senate. 

[O.R.S. §1.410] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. Upon 
complaint of judicial misconduct, or the request 
of the Supreme Court, the commission conducts an 
investigation. The commission may hold' a private 
hearing unless the judge being investigated re­
quests it to be public. The judge is present and 
may be represented by counsel. He. may present and 
cross examine witnesses. The commx6sion may re­
quest that the Supreme Court appoin~, three special 
masters to investigate and hold hear1ngs in 'the 
sa~e manner as the commission. The commission re­
vie~~~a11 findings and conclusions of the investi-
_gation~and makes an appropriate recommendation to 
'the Supreme Court. The court reviews the records, 
receives briefs, hears oral arguments, and makes 
the decision for dismissal of the charge or cen~ 
sure, suspension, or removal. 

[O.R.S. §§1.420, 1.4301 
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Figure 1: Pennsylvania court system, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears dhect appeals in felonious homicide, right to 

public office, probate or orphans court matters, 
contempt cases, and questions of constitutionality of 
a statute. Other appeals are discretionary. 

- May assume plenary jurisdiction over any aia tter in any 
court if it is an issue of immediate public interest. 

COMMONIIEALTH COURT 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil actions involv­

ing the commonwealth or any of its officers. 
- Criminal jurisdiction involving violations of 

administrative rules and regulatiQns. 
- Appeals from administrative agencies, local 

government, eminent domain,. and nonprofit 
corporation matters. 

Jury trials for original jurisdiction matters. 

t 
COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS (59) 
285 judges 

Cons titutionali ty 
of statutes. 

Falonious homicide. 
Righ t to public office, 
contempt. and probate. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate juris­

diction over Court of Common 
Pleas except actions directly 
appealable to the Supreme 
Court or Commonwealth Court,_ 

f 
Non-profit 

corporation, 
government, 

and eminent 
domain matters. CIVIL DIVISION (in 

I Allegheny County) 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 
(in Allegheny County) 
Jurisdiction: 

TRIAL DIVISION (in Philadelphia County) 
Jurisdiction: 

.. __ .... Jurisdiction: - Original jurisdiction in all civil matters. 
- Law cases. - Criminal ma tters. - Original jurisdiction in criminal matters. 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION (2) (in Allegheny ORPHANS' COURT DIVISION (20) 
and Philadelphia Counties) Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction: - Probate matters. 
- Domestic relations (including desertion 

or nonsupport of wives, children, and 
indigent parent., including children born 
out of wedlock). Habeas corpus for cus­
tody of children. Divorce. annulment, 
and property matters relating thereto. 
Adoptions and delayed birth certificates. 

~ - Juvenile matters. 

I - All other courts exercise the seme jurid1ction as is contained in the division 

I of the court shown above, but have no infernal divisions. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
":'" Landlord-tenant, assumpsit, and 

trespass claims u:,der $1,000. 
- Criminal offenses with less than 

5-yesr sentence. Preliminary hear­
ings except for homicide and rape. 

- Motor vehicle laws. 
No jury trials. 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction 

of all summary offenses 
under the motor vehicle 
laws. 

No jury trial. 

t In.dicates rouc,. of appeal. 

.4 
No Community Courts have 
been established to date. 

r~~~TI-~~------l 
o judges I I Jurisdiction: 
- The estaUishment of a Co.,... I I munity Court in a judicial 

I 
district would supplant the I 
District Justice Court or 

I 
the Philadelphia Municipal I 
Court and Traffic Court. 
The court would have juris­I diction formerly exercised I 

L_:~~~~:~~ _____ ~ 
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DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT (555) 
555 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $2,000. Lsndlord­

tenant matters. 
- Criminal offenses with fine under 

$500 and/or sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary .hearings in most felonies. 

- Some motor vehicle cases. 
No jury trials. 

PITTSBURGH MAGISTRATES COURT 
6 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Ma tters relating to the health, 

safety, or welfare of any place of 
hll:lan habitation. 

- Municipal ordinance violations, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 
summary offenses under the motor 
vehicle laws. 

No jury trials. 

. . 
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PENNSYLVANI,( 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. Court sessions are held at 
Philadelphia during winter, spring, and fall; at 
Harrisburg during spring; and at Pittsburgh during 
spring and fall. 

[Office of the Court Administrator] 
1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does not sit 
in panels or divisions. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 
in matters involving writs of habeas corpus, man­
damus, prohibition, .and quo warranto. The court 
also has exclusive jurisdiction ~yer matters re­
lating to the practice of law. The court may as­
sume plenary jurisdiction over any matter pending 
before any court if it involves an issue of im­
mediate public importance. 

b. The Supreme Court has exclusive jurisdic-
1:~on. over appeals from the general trial courts, 
i.e., the Court of Common Pleas, in the following 
mattj~rs:felonious homicide, direct criminal con­
tempt, supercession of a district attorney by an 
Attorney General or by a court, the right to pub­
lic office, decisions of the Orphans' Court Div!~ 
sion, the right of the'commonwealth or any of iis 
subdivisions to create or issue indebtedness, and 
constitutional matters. The court has exclusive 
jurisdiction over appeals from all final orders of 
the Commonwealth Court, entered as original deci­
sions in that court. A decision of the Board of 
Finance and Revenue may be appealed as of right to 
the Supreme Court from the Commonwealth Court. 
The Supreme Court may"review any decision of the 
two intermediate appellate courts. 0 

[42 Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Anno­
tated (hereinafter Pa. C.S.A.) Sections 721, 
722, 723, 724, 726] 

1.4 Justices (7) 
a. The Chief Justice is the justice longest in 

continuous service on the court. If two or more 
justices assume office at the same time, they cast 
lots for priority of coumission. No specified 
term is set for posit ions filled 'by seniority. 

b. Supreme Court justices must have be.en resi­
dents of the commonwealth for at least 1 year pre­
ceding their selection and must remain residents. 
They must be members of the bar of the Supreme 
Coure and must be at least 21 years old. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected on par­
tisan ballots at the general election next preced­
ing the commencement of their respective terms. 
Ju'Stices serve 10-year terms. After serving for .a 
full term, a justice may f.i1e for retention elec­
tion on a non-partisan ballot, and, if retained, 
serves for a regular term. A vacancy is filled by 
gubernatorial appointment, with the approval of 
the Senate, except for interim term until next 
(odd year) election. 

[Constitution, Article Y, Sections 3, 10, 12, 
13, 14, 15; 42 Pa. C.S.A. §325; Court 
Administrator] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Supreme Court exercises administration 

and supervision over the entire court system 
through the Chief Justice; the Court Administra­
tor; the president judges of the Superior Court, 
the Commonwealth Court, the Courts' of Common Pleas, 
the Philadelphia Municipal Court, the Philadelphia 
Traffic Court, and the Pit.tsburgh Magistrates 
Court; administrative judges of the Courts of Com­
mon Pleas; and district court administrator". Ref­
erence Section 5 .• 1 (General administrative lluthor­
ity). The Chief Justice is the chief adminilstra­
tive officer of the Supreme Court and of th~! judi­
ciary of Pennsylvania; however, he has no specifi­
cally articulated duties with respect to the admin­
isHati.on of the Supreme Court. 

b.Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level 
administrator). 

c. The prothop.otary of the Supreme, Court is 
appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the 
·court. There are no formal provisions for assign­
ing administrative or supervisory duties to the 
prothonotary. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §2301; Court Administrator] 
1.6 Ru1e-making. The Supreme Court has the power 
to prescribe general rules of practice, procedure, 
and the conduct of all courts. Laws that are in­
consistent with such rules are suspended. Such 
rules, however, must be consistent with the con­
stitution and cannot abridge', enlarge, or modify 
tbe substantive rights of any litigant, nor sus­
pend or alter any statute of 1Unitation or re­
pose. Rule/.! cannot be promulgated that affect the 
right of the General Assembly to determine the 
jurisdiction of any court. The Supreme' Court has 
the power to prescribe rules for the adlllinistra­
tion of all courts and supervision of an .officers 
of the judici~l branch. 

[Const., Art. Y, SlO]. 

Intermediate Appellate Courts 

2.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT. Sessions of c.the Superior 
Court are held at the cities of Harrisburg, Phila­
delphia, Pittsburgh, and elsewhere as prescribed 
by general rule or rule of.court. Sessions are 
held as often as its judges deem necessary; there 
are no terms of court. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. 55324, 543] 
,2.2.1 Organization. The Supreme Court bas ordered 
that the courtsi~ in Pllne1s. However, panel de­
cisionsmay b.e reheard by the court en banc if the 
court so decides. A panel of three judges consti­
tutes a quorum. The prothonotary's offices of 
each district of ~he Superior Court are located in 
Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Pittsburgh. 
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[Pa. R.A.P. §§3l02, 3502, 3721; Court 
AdministratorJ 

2.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. The Superior Court has original jurisdic­

tion in mandamus and prohibition to trial courts, 
and writs of habeas corpus only where such actions 
are ancillary to those under appellate considera­
tioIl. 

b. The Superior Court has exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction over final orders of the Courts of 
Common Pleas, except when such orders are within 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Supreme Court or 
the Commonwealth Court. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §§74l, 742J 
2.4.1 Judges (7) 

a. The court has a president judge who is the 
judge longest in continuous service on the court. 
No specified term is set for positions filled by 
seniority. 

b. Superior Court judges are required to meet 
'the same qualifications ,as Supreme Court justices. 
Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. Superior Court judges are elected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Pennsylvania Rules of Judicial Administration 
(hereinafter Pa. R.J.A.) 706; Court Administra­
torJ 

2.5.1 Administration 
a. The president judge supervises the judicial 

business of the courts, promulgates all adminis­
trative rules and regulations, makes all judicial 
assignments, and assigns and reassigns available 
chambers and other physical facilities among the 
personnel of the courts. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Superior Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The Superior Court has the authority to ap­
point a prothonotary and deputy prothonotaries in 
each location where the court sits. There are no 
formal provisions for assigning administrative or 
supervisory duties to prothonotaries. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §§325(e), 2301; Court 
AdministratorJ ~ 

2.6.1 Rule-making. The Rules of Appellate Prac· 
tice govern practice and procedure in the Superior 
Court. The court may make rules governing its 
practic,e so long as these rules are consistent 
with the Rules of Appellate Practice. Such rules 
must be filed with the Administrative Office of 
Pennsylvania Courts after adoption. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §1722(A)(1); Pa. R.A.P. §§103, 
104; Pa. R.J.A. 103; Court AdministratorJ 

2.1.2 COMHONWEALTH COURT. Sessions of the court 
are held at Harrisburg, the state capital. The 
court also sits in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
Sessions are held as often as the judges of the 
court deem necessary. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §§324, 563J 
2.2.2 Organization. The court may at its discre­
tion sit en banc or in panels. 

[Pa •. R.A.P. §372lJ 
2.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Commonwealth Court has exclusive juris­
diction in civil actions against the Commonwealth 
and concurrent jurisdiction in actions by the Com­
monwealth, except in eminent domain matters. The 
court ,has original jurisdiction in' cases of manda­
mus and prohibition to trial courts when such 
actions are ancillary to matters before the nourt. 

b. With the exception of those cases reserved 
for the Supreme Court, the Commonwealth Court has 

, " 
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exclusive appellate jurisdiction in the following 
cases from the Courts of Common Pleas: 

(1) All criminal actions or proceedings for 
the violation of any rule, regulation, or order of 
any administrative agency. 

(2) All civil actions to which the Common­
wealth is a party, except actions or proceedings 
in the nature of applications for a writ of habeas 
corpus or postconviction relief not ancillary to 
proceedings within the appellate jurisdiction of 
the court. 

(3) All appeals from administrative agen­
cies of the Commonwealth ~uthorized by act of the 
General Assembly to be determined initially in the 
Courts of ~ommon Pleas. 

(4) Aii. actions or proceedings where the 
application, interpretation, or enforcement of any 
act of the General Assembly regulating the affairs 
of political subdivisions, municipalities, and 
other local authorities or other public corpora­
tions or of the officers, employees, or agents 
acting in their official capacity, or'any home 
rule charter or local ordinance or resolution is 
drawn into question. 

(5) All appeals from local administrative 
agencies under the Local Agency Law or otherwise. 

(6) All proceedings arising under the Emi­
nent Domain Code or where there is drawn into 
question, the power or r.ight of a condemnor to ap­
propriate the condemned property. 

With certain limitations, the court has ex­
clusive jurisdiction over all appeals from admin­
istrative agencies of the Common~ealth under the 
Administrative Agency Law including appeals from 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, the 
Unemployment Compensation Board of Review, and 
from any department or agency having statewide 
jurisdiction. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §§562, 761, 762, 763J 
2.4.2 Judges (9) 

a. The president judge is elected by the 
judges of the court for a 5-year term. 

b. Commonwealth Court judges are required to 
meet the same qualifications as Supreme Court jus­
tices. Reference Section 1.4.b. 

c. Commonwealth Court judges are selected in 
the same manner and for the same term as Supreme 
Court justices, except that bipartisan membership 
is required in elections by statute. Reference 
Section L4.c. 

[Const., Art. V, §4, 10; 42 Pa. C.S.A. §325; 
Court AdministratorJ 

2.5.2 Administration 
a. The president judge perf',orms the same ad­

ministrative duties as does the president judge of 
the Superior Court. Reference!ltlction 2.5.1.a. 

b. There 113 no provision fOil: 'an administrator 
for the Commonwealth Court. Rell:erence Section 
5.2.b (state-level administratot). 

c. The Commonwealth Court ha,s the author.ity to 
appoint a prothonotary and deput:" prothonotaries 
in each location where the court'l.sits. There are 
no formel provisions for assigning: administrative 
or supervisory duties to prothono;t~lries. 

[Pa. R.J.A. 3l11J ',\ 
2.6.2 Rule-making. The Commonwealtp Court has the 
same rule-making aut;hoI'ity as the \'ii1perior Court. 
Reference Section 2~6\:J:. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. The court;', meets in 
regular session. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §9llJ 

,,, 

., ' 

3.2"Organization. There are 59 judicial districts; 
51 are single county districts and 8 have 2 coun­
ties per district.Se,ssions of the court are held 
at each county seat. "~'Specialized divisions of the 
court are created as required. For example, the 
courts in the two major population centers of the 
commonwealth are constitutionally divided into the 
fol~owing divisions, unless changed by law: the 
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, which 
consists of Civil, Criminal, ,Orphans', and Family 
Divisions; and the Court of_:'Common Pleas of Phila­
delphia County, which consis'ts· of Trial, 'Orphans', 
and Fairihy Divisions. Separate Orphans' Court 
Divisions exist in 18 additional Courts of Common 
Pleas. 

[Const., Sche~~le to Judiciary Article V, 
§5l6, 17; 42 F8. C.S.A. §9ll; Court 
Administrator] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Civil Division of the Court of Common 

Pleas in Allegheny County handles cases of law. 
The Criminal Division in A~legheny County 

handles all criminal matters, both felony and mis­
demeanor. 

The Trial Division in Philadelphia handles 
the same cases as are handled in the Civil and 
Cri~inal Divisions in the court in Allegheny County 
except for criminal misdemeanors which are heard 
in the Philadelphia Municipal Court. 

Through the Family Court Divisions, the 
Court of Common Pleas has jurisdiction over such 
matters as domestic relations, including desertion 
or nonsupport of wives; childr!:nf and indigent par­
ents, including children born out of wedlock; pro­
ceedings including habea.s corpus, for custody of 
children; divorce and annulment, and property mat­
ters relating thereto. Through the Family Court 
Division, the Court of Common Pleas also has juris­
diction over juvenile matters, including all mat­
ters formerly within the juriSdiction of the Juve­
nile Court, and adoptions and delayed birth certi­
ficates. 

The Orphans' Court Division handles probate 
matters. 

In courts that do not .havespecialized divi­
sions, all of the above juriSdictions are handled 
by the court as a whole. 

b. The Court of Common Pleas has appellate jur­
isdiction over final orders of 'specified government 
agencies, exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 
orders of the minor judiciary, and power to issue 
writs of certiorari to the minor judiciary. 

[Const., Art. V, §5; 42 Pa. C.S.A. S§93l, 932, 
933J 

3.4 Judges (285) 
a. There is no provision for a chief judge 

over all the judicial districts. There is, how­
ever, a president judge for each distdct. Presi­
dent judges of courts with ,seven or fewer Judges 
are'determined by seniority. In all other courts, 
the president judge is selected by peer vote. In 
the event of a tie vote, o~e of the two judges 
receiving the highest number of votes is appointed 
president judge by the Supreme Court. No speci­
fied term is set ,for those positions filled by 
seniority. President judges who are elected by 
their peers serve '5-year terms. 

b. Court or Common Pleas judges must be mem-' 
bers of the bar. For a period of 1 year preceding 
their' election or appointment and during their 
continuanc!,! in: office, they must have resided 
within their respective distrIcts., 
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c. Court of Commo~ pleas judges are selected in 
th~ s~me, manQ~r ~nd for th~ same term 48 Supreme ;~ 
Court justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 

[Const n Art. V, S§lO, 12; 4Z Pa. C.S.A. §325J 
3.5 Administration 

a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 
judge over all the Courts of Commo~ Pleas, each 
Court of Common Pleas district: has a president 
jud~e. In courts with more than one division, the 
president jUdge may make temporary divisional re­
assignment!!. EliCh divisi'o'q of II court having 
three or more divisions .is, presided over by an ad­
ministrative judge, who assi!!ts the presidint 
judge in supervising and administering the busi­
ness of the court. 'Reference Section 4.5.5.a. 

b.There is nb provision for an administrator 
over all the Courts of Common Pleas. Subject to 
the approval of the Supreme Court, the state Court 
Administrator (reference Section 5.2.b) is empow­
ered tp appoi~t dis.trict court administrators, who 
serve the individuat districts. At prelient there'" 
are 44 dist.rict court adminilitrators. This ap­
pointment authority has beendelegat~d to the 
pres~dent judge of the judicial district. The 
duties of district court administrators include 
the following:' . , 

( 1) Implementation of policies set by the 
Court Administrator. 

( 2) Assistance to the Office 'of the Court 
Administrator in setting ~tatewide policy. 

( 3) PreF~ration, stbmission, a~d manage­
ment of the cour'r4 s bU,dget. 

( 4) Recruiting, hiring, training, evalua­
ting, a~d monitoring perlionnel of the court. 

( 5) Manage!llent of space, equipment~ and 
facilities of the court. 

( 6) Dissemination of ,information concern­
ing, or of interest to, the court. 

( 7) Proc.urement of supplies .and services. 
( 8) Custody and disbursement authority 

over court funds. 
(9) PJ;eparation of reports. 
(10) Jury management. 
(, 1) Study and improvement of case flow , 

time standards, and calendaring. 
(12) Mechanizati6n and computerization of 

court operations, wpere feasible. /,' 
(13) Respon!3ibility for the assignment, 

listing, and disposition of all arbitration 
matters. 

(14) Ge~eral supervision 6f the minor ju­
d~~ system of the district. 

c,. Most Courts of Gommon Pleas are served by 
two elected clerks,. The prothonotary handles the 
civil docket, while t,he clerk of court handles the 
criminal docket. 'There are no formal provisio1lfj 
for assigning administrative or supervisory dutiles 
to the clerks. J 

[ '} Fa. R.J.A., 503, 702, 706;, Supreme Court /1 
Order, dated December 9, 1975; ,:;l,:.9.:..7:;,5...;R::;e;;JpI:..;0;.:r:.;:tj, 
p. 23; Court Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Court of Common Pleas h;ss 
authority to establiehrules regulating practice 
and expediting proceedings so long as they are not 
inconsistent with the general rules of the Supreme 
Court. ~' 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §323; Fa; R.J.A., 103, 1901] 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 COMMUNITY.COURT. The Community Court, has;llno 
established term!!. 
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4.2.1 Organization. No Community Court has been 
'establ18hedto ,date. A Community Court may be es­
tablished in any judicial district by a majority 
of the voters. The legislature may 'establish di­
visions of the court as required. 

[Const., Art. V, 56] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The estabITshment of a Community' Court in .a 
judicial district would supplant the District Jus­
tices or the Philadelphia Municipal Court and ' 
Philadelphia Traffic Co~rt. (It would npt supplant 
the pittsburgh Magistrates Court.) The court would 
have jurisdiction formerly exercised by these 
courts in the particular judicial district in which 
it was established (reference Sections 4.3.2.a, 
4.3.3.a, and 4.3.S.a). ' 

b. The Community Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. 51l0S] 
4.4.1 Judges '(0) 

,. a. President judges are selected in the same 
manner and for the same term as president judges 
in Court of Common Pleas. Reference Section 3.4.a. 

b. Community Court judges must be United States 
citizens and must be residents of the geographical 
jurisdiction they serve. 

c. Co~unity Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference Section 1.4.c. 
4.S.1 Administration 

a. Community Court president judges perform 
the same administrative duties as Sllperiqr Court 
president judges. Refer,ence Section 2.5.a. 

b. There are no prc~dsions for administrators 
for the Community Court. Reference Section 
3.S.b.(14). 

c.· The clerk of the Community Court has re­
sponsibilities as determined by the court. 
4.6.1 Ru1e-making. Each court may make rules of 
court governing its practice so long as the rules 
are not inconsistent with the general rules of the 
Supreme Co~.rt.. ,:The president judge of each court 
may promu1gste a~roinistrative rules and regula­
tions. 

[42 Pa." C.S.A. 5323; Pa. R.J .A. 103] 

4.1.2 PHILJillELPHIA MUNICIPAL COURT. The Philadel­
phia Municipal Court is in session as often as its 
judges de~n necessary and proper. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. 5324] 
4.2.2 Organization. Court is held at such loca­
tions within the First Judicial District as ap­
proved by the president judge. The process of the 
court extends beyon4 the territorial limits of the 
City and County of Philadelphia to the extent nec­
essary by general rule. There are no specialized 
divisions of the'Mllnicipal Court. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. 551122, 1123; Court 
Administrator] . 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a~ The Municipal Court ,has jurisdiction in the 

following mat tel's: committing magistrate' ,s juri!l­
dictiol1 in all criminal matters; all criminal of­
fenses with maximum. prison sente!lce pf 5 years, 
including indictable 'offenses under the vehi.cle 
laws; summary offenses involving a maximum jail 
sentence of 90 days, except those withiJ:l the ju­
risdict:Lon of 'the Philadelphia Traffic Court; com,,:, 
missioner's ,jurisdiction to preside at arraign­
ments, fix and accept bail, and issue warrants; 
landlord-tenant cases; civil cases involving $1,000 
or less, in assumpsit, trespass; or for f'ines and 
penalties by any government agency. 
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b. The MUl1icipal Court has no appellat~ juris-
llit~.' \ 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. 551123, Il23(a)(2); penn~~~­
vania Rules of Criminal Procedure!(hereinafter 
Pa. R. Crim. P'.), Chapter 6'000] ',' ;\ 

4.4';2 Judges (22) , " 
-;:' The president juage is elected by the\, 
judges of the Municipal Court. (In 1978, whenth~ 
last llop-lawyer judge lefi: the Municipal COl1h 
bench, the court's president judge could be, and 
was, se1ecteq by election of the court's members 
rather than appointed by the president judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia.) The 
administrative head of the Municipal Court serves a 
5-year term. 

b. Municipal Court judge~ must meet the same 
qualifications as Court of Common Pleas judges. 
They must also be admitted to the Penn!!ylvllnia Bar. 
Reference Section 3.4.b. 

c. Municipal Court judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.c. After serving 6-year terms, they 
can file for an unopposed retention election. 

[Const., Art, V, 5Sl5, l6(h); Pa. R,J.A. 706; 
Court Administrator] 

4.5.2 Administration ' 
a. The Philadelphia Municipal Court president 

judge performs the same administrative duties as a 
prasident judge of the Superior Court. Reference 
Section 2.5.a. 

b. There i$ no provision for an administrator 
for the Philadelphia Municipal Court. Reference 
Section 3.5.b.(14). 

c. Clerks are appointed by the co~rt. There 
are no formal provisi()ns for assigning administra-. 
tive or supervisory duties to the clerks. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. 12301] 
4.6.2 Ru1e-making. Every court has power to make 
such rules ~nd orders of court as the interest ()f 
justice or the business of the court may require, 
provided they ar~ consistent with the general 
rules of the Suplreme Court. The Municipal Cour.t 
has the power to promulgate administrative. rules 
and regulations. 

[42 Pa. C~S.A.5323] , 

4.1.3 PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT. Sessions of .the 
Philadelphia Traffic Court are held as its judges 
deem necessary and proper. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. SS324, 1332; Court 00 ,J"; 
Administrator] , 

4.2.3 Organization. The Philadelphia Traffic Court 
(which serves the City and County of Philadelphia) 
is a constitutionally established court. There are 
nO,1 specialized divisions o'f the court. 

[Const., Art. V., Sll, 6; 42 Pa. C.S.A. 
U130l, 1302, 1321, 1331] 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. ,The Traffic Court has jurisdiction over all 

summary offenses arising u.nder'the State Vehicle 
Code and also pver violations of all ordinances 
enacted pursuant to that code. This ju~isdiction 
is exclusive in Philadelphia. 

b. The Philadelphia Traffic Court has no appel-
late j~risdiction. ' 

r4~ Pa. C.S.A. 5Sl302~132l] 
4.4.3 Judges (6). .' 

a. The president judges are appointed by and 
serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 

b. Philadelphia Traffic Court judges must be 
United States citizens and must have resided in 
the city for at least 1 year prior to' assuming 
office. 

n • : 

c. Philadelphia Traffic Court judges are elect­
ed. After serving 6-year terms, they can file for 
an unopposed retention election. . 

[Const., Art. V, §§lO~ 12~ 13. ,IS; 42 Pa. 
C.S.A. §213l t~ ~2l3S] . 

4.S.3 Administration ' 
a. Each multi-judge T~affic Court is required 

t~. have a president ju4ge. Traffic'Court presi­
dent. judges perform the same duties as Superior 
Court president j~dges. Reference Section 2.5.a. 

b. There are no provisions for adminis"rators 
for the Traffic Court. ReferenceSection,J 
3.S.b.(14). ' 

c. Clerks are appointed by the court. Tnere 
are no formal provisions for assigning administra­
ti ve ~r supervisory duties to the clerks. \. . 

[l~onst., Art. V, §10; 42 Pa. C.S.A. §230lJ 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Traffic Court!! may promulgate 
procedural rules, provided that they are consis­
tent with Supreme Court rules. The president 
judge of a Traffic Court may promulgate adminis-
trative rules and regulations. . 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §323; Pa. R.J.A. 103J 

4.1.4 PITTSBURGH MAGISTRATES COURT. The Pittsburgh 
Magistrate COIH} , .with magistrates serVil1g' by as­
signment, is open at such times as are designated 
by Pitts~~rgh city ordinance PI' prescribed by gen­
eral rule. (Reference Section 4.3.5.a) 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §324] 
4.2.4 Organization. The Pittsburgh Magistrates 
Court is established by .law. Court locations are 
designated by city ordinance. Th~re are no provi­
.sions for specialized divisions of the court. When 

"hearing traffic cases, this court is known as the 
Pittsburgh Traffic Magistrates Court. . 

.[42 Pa. C.S.A. §133lJ 
4.3.4\, Jurisdiction 
~\\ The Pittsburgh Magistrates Court has juris­
dictiotl over all ordinance Violations. When sit­
ting al) Traffic Court, it has. jurisdi~t1on over 
all summary offenses arising under the Vehicle 
Code. It~ civil jurisdiction eXtends to those 
claims fo~ the recovery of fines and penalties im­
posed by or.dinance. It may also hold preliminary 
hearings and commit to jail, bind over for trial 
or discharge the accused person~ When the Pitts: 
burgh Traffic Magistrates 'Court is .closed, the 
DiS~rict Justice Court in Pittsbur~h has concurrent 
jur-... sdiction over traffic and ordinance violations. 

b. The Pittsburgh Magistrates Court has no ap-
pellate jurisdiction. .' 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §1143J 
4.4.4 Judges (6) 

a. The pre8i~ent j!ldge of Pittsburgh Magis.,. 
trates Court i~ deSignated by the mayor for a 4-
year term. 

b. Pittsburgh Magistrates Court judges must 
meet the same qualifications as Traffic Cou'rt 
judges. Reference Section 4.4.3.b. In addition 
the judges cannot all be of the same party. ' 

c.Pittsburgh Magistrates Court judge II are ap­
pointed by the mayor With the apprpval pf the City 
CO.unci!. Judges serve for the term of theapp~int­
ing mayor (4 years).' . 

[42 P~. C.S.A. §§133l, 1332(d) 3152' Court 
Administrator] . " 

4.5.4 Administration . , 
a.As a multi-judgri."court. the Pittsburgh Mag­

istrates Court has a presiding magistrate. 
b. There is no provision fpr an administrator 

f?r the Pittsburgh Traffic Court. Reference Sec~ 
t10n 3.S.b.(14). 
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c. Clerks . ,are s.ippointed by the court. There 
are no formal provisions for assigning administra;" 
tive or supervisory duties to the clerkS. 

[COllst, " Art. V, §10; 42 Pa. C.S.A. §230l; 
Presid~ng ,MagistrateJ " . 

4.6 .• 4 Rule""making. The J'ittsburgh Magistrates 
Court hssthe same rule-making.authority as the 
Philadelphia Traffic Court. 'Referen~eSection 
4.6.3. ' .. -

4.1.5 DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT (all counties except 
Philadelphia). The District Justice Cpurt meets 
in facilities provided by the county. Its, 
ses!!iona are generally suited to the volume of 
work ill its magiSterial dhtrictand to its 
conven1,ence. except that one district judge cis 
available at all times in each district •... ' 

[42.Pa. C.S.A. §lS14; Pa. R. Crim. P., 23(a)] 
4.2.S Organization. Magisterial districts are de­
termined by a'statqtory formula based on popula­
tion and popUlation density. In every year fol­
lowing the federal census, the number, boundaries 
and classes !)f magisteria:i. districts are reestab-' 
lished by the Supreme Court.' Or by the Court of 
Common Pleas of the district under the direction 
of the Supreme Court. There ar~ no specialized' 
divisions of the court. ' 

[42Pa.C.S.A. §1503] 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

1\ _ .'\1 \-~-.::! 
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c. Clerks are appointed by the court. There 
are no formal provisions for assigning administra ... 
tive duties to the clerks. 

[42" Pa ~ C. S'.A. §230l: Rules Governing Stan'" 
dards of CO!lduct of Justices of the Peace, No. 
17; Court Administrator] " 

4.6.5 Rule-making. The Supreme Court has the 
power to prescribe general rules governing prac'" 
tice, proc~dure. and the conduct of District Jus ... 
tice Courts. 

[Const., Art. V, §lO] 

State"'Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court exercises general supervisory and adminis'" 
trative authority over all the courts and justices 
of the peace, including authority to temporarily 
assign judges ~nd justices of the peace from one 
court. or district to another. In addition, the 
Supreme Court may delegate supervisory and admin'" 
istrative powers, appoint and remove district 
court .administrators and other personnel, and pro­
vide for the assignment of classes of matters 
among the courts. The Chief Justice, with the as­
sistallce of the State Court Administrator, assign!! 
retirled judges to temporary service. The Chief 
Justice and the Governor jointly approve the size, 
chara.cter, quantity, and methods of distribution 
of the various publications to be' printed for the 
use of the judicial department. Th~ Chief Justice 
pres:ides over the trial of any contested e:lection 
of the GovernQr or lieutenant governor. Reference 
Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. IV, §17, Art. V, §10;42 Pa. 
C.S.A.§503; 71 Pennsylvania Statutfls §636; 
Pa. R.J.A., 503, 701] 

5.2 Office of the Court Administrator 
a. The Admiriistrative Office of the Pennsyl­

vania Courts is established by the constitution. 
b. Court Administrator 

(1) The Court Administrator is a constitu­
tional officer. 

(2) Formal qualifications for the Court Ad­
ministrator have not been prescribed by statute or 
court rule. The Court Administrator is appointed 
by the Supreme Court. He serves at the pleasure 
of the court. 

(3) Under the supervision of the Supreme 
Court, and to a certain extent the Judicial Coun­
cil, the Court Administrator performs the follow-',. 
ing functions: . \\ 

(a) Mili)ltenance of centralized person-I, 
nel records for state-~)\aid court p,ersonnel. 

(b) Financf~l administration of the 
judicial flystem, inc1udipg budget preparation and 
presentation. 1\ 

(c) Managemei.\,t 0 f tlle sys tem 's educa­
tional and training programs. 

(d) Supervisiqn of administrative and 
business matters relating 'to offices of prothono­

\ taries and clerks, including the institution of 
uniform procedures. 

(e) Review of the operations of the 
system and submission of recommendations for 
change. 

(f), Representation of the judicial sys­
tem before the General Assembly. 

(g) Collection of statistical and fi-

-" , ,~ 

" 

nancial information and preparation of ,required 
reports. 

The Court Administrator also serves as the 
secretary and chief administrative officer of the 
Judicial Council. Reference Table 29: Judicial 
councils and conferences. 

c. Office organization. The office has its 
headquarters in Philadelphia. However, its fiscal 
offi~e is located in Harrisburg. The Administra­
tive Office of the Pennsylvania Courts consists of 
52 people: 27 professionals (including the Court 
Administrator) and 25 clerical personnel. The 
professional staff provides support services in 
the following areas: systems analysis,'program­
ming, and computer operations; courtcoQrdination, 
facilities management, and other court services; 
payroll, accounting, and budgeting; education and 
training; personnel systems and office management; 
legislative, executive, public, and media informa­
tion: legislative and executive liaison: and plan­
ning and research activities including statistical 
compilation, judicial planning, research, ~tatis­
tical ar~lysis, and legal, services. Legal counsel 
to the Court Administrator provides legal represen­
tation for state judges if ,they are sued in their 
official capacity. The department also monitors 
legislation in terms of its effect on the judicial' 
branch and its relationship to present statutory 
law. The legal staff consists of two full-time 
attorneys and several part-time law students. 

[Const., Art. V, §§10, 10(b): Pa. R.J.A. 302, 
SOl, 502, 504: 1975 Report, p. 13; 42·Pa. C.S. 
1902; Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.1 Master 

a. QualificationR and selection are left ti> 
',the discretion of the appointing court. 

b. Duties are l'Zft to the discretion of the 
appointing court. 

[Divorce Act 26-A, 1980] 

6.1.2 TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.2 Commissioner 

a. Qualifications and selection are left 'to 
the discretion of the appointing court. 

b. Dut;ies are left to the discretion 'of l:he 
appointing court. 

" [Court Administi~tor] 

6.1.3 TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.3 Ref~ree 

a. Qualifications and selection are left to "~ 
the discretion of the appointing court. 

,b. Duties are left to the discretion of the 
appointing court. 

[Court Administrator] 

6.1.4 TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.4 Arbitrator 

a. Arbitrators must be attorneys. Any further 
qualifications are imposed by local rule. In most 
counties, arbitrators are selected from lists of 
volunteers, either randomly or by alphabet. 

b. Arbitrators determine disputes in arbitra­
tion. The monetary amount varies between $2,000 
and $20,000. 

[42 Pa. C.S.A. §736l: Court Administt'ator] 
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State 
Court 

Ad1l1nistrator 

i; 

Legal Director of 
Counsel Internal 

to Management 
Administrator 

I I ' ! 

C01llllon Pleas Office Manager 
Education and 

Liaiaon 
Manager of Data 

. Processing 

I 

Director of Director of 
Special Courts Planning and 
Administration Development 

Coordinator ,'I Coordinator Docket LEAA Grant 
of District constable Transcript kCo"rds' 

Judge Affairs Aff8ir~" Reco~ds Hon1tor 
Management 1~,1 

District Education Statistics Appellate 
I) ) 

Justice Office, and RecoZ'ds/ 
Accounting District Judge Evalustion Judicial 

Services and Constable MsigDl"ent. 

" i" 

'/' ' 

'j 

" 

'IJ' 
", 

' ...... " 

'. .. 
/ .. '~' ______ ~~ ________ ~ ____ ~ __________ ~ ________ -2~ __________________________ ~~ __ ~ ____________ ~ __________ .... r.\~ ................ a.~~~~" .. ~~ ...... ~ .................................. ~~----~----------------------------------------------------------

\\ 

.' 

\ 

" \\ 

" 

, 

-



" 

\ 

,! 

'.., 

.. 

~ia1 Discipline 

7.1 Judicial I~iry and Review Board. The Ju~i­
cia1 Inquiry and Rev1e~ Board~h~s nine member~. 
three judges of the Court of Common Pleas and two 
judges of the Superior Court, ap aJlPointed by t:;_ 
Supreme Court; two nonjudge !!lembers of tl\~ bar, 
pointed by the Governor; ~nd tW9 nonlawyer v9ters, 
appoin(:ed l;»y the Governor! :!'c.~ 

[Const.~ Art. V, S18] 

7.2 Authority and Procedure for Sanction. ,Judges 
may be impeached for misbehavior in office. 
Judges of courts not of record can be removed by 

J 

" .. r .f ~ 

o 

the Governo~ for gOQd cause, after due ~od~e and 
fiU:~,,";hearing, on address of two-thirds of the 
S' " ate The" Supreme Court may o,rder the sus pen­
s~:n, ;emova~, discipl,ine, or compulsory retire- _ 
ment, Qfany judge followill$ a hearing by the Judi_ 
cia1 Inquiry and Review Bo~rd. The board investi ' 
gata,~ 'complaints concerning justiceso~ judges and 
may-~onduct a hearing following the investiga­
tion. If it finds caus~J.!cthe board reC;~!IlDle~ds to_, 
the Sl,Ipreme COll,rt the suspension, removal, discip 
line or compulsory reti~ement of the justice or 
judg;. The Supreme Courumay hear additional evi­
dence bef9re issuing its order.' 

[Const., Art. V, §S8, 18, Art. VI, §§6, 7] 
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II RHO~E ISL.AND" . .'.. '.'1 .~. . - . 

\1 ~,' I;, ," 
\~ rI' ",: 'ii' 

~:~) 

, II 
'\ :\"I~l ]li'ovisi(lns ,. lor, assignin$ administrlltive dutfell 

,\ '! to ;t-e c1erk~ 'H¢~l,Ipervises a chief depu~y and two 
Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME,£m!!I. Tile cOl,lrt sits in Provi4!!nca, ,;, appeals clerks and~'haflresponsibilities as deter-
but may' ho1d",s,esl!Jions at other places in the state., mined by the court. 
Thecoiltt is in se,s$io!\ from the first!fonday of '[G.t.R,.!. (S$~4-1~ 8-4-2, 8-:15-2; Stat:~ Court 

s:October untiFthe secbnd Honday of July, and at "'AdminH~~rator]' " 
otller times as the court delrms proper. 1.6 Ru1e·-iif_king" By statute, the SUPfeme qburt , 

[General Laws of ~ode, Island, 195.6, Sherein- :fuperiorcourt, Family COilrt, a,nd the Distri~t 
after G.L.R.,I.) Section 8-7-1] ~ourt have the power ~o makeru\es for regllt,ting 

1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court does nClt sit p'racticeand procedure therein.' Thel!J,e ru1es"are 
3n panels. subject to approval of the Silpreme Court and" when 
1.3 Jurisdiction in e~fe¢t, supersede any statutot"y regulations that 

'a~' The Supreme Court is empowe\;'ed to issue pre- maycorii;lict. The SuprE!me Cour~ it) a1~o l'!l1lpowered 
rogative'writs and hall other"original juriSdiction to make rules foJ:', regu1atiogthebusl,qeflS 9£ the, 
as granted. by law. The court must rule on any court. The Supreme Court dCleB not make a,duiinistra-
question of law when requested by the Governor or tlve ·rules for othE!r courts. ','\ 
either house of the General ~sse~tl1y. [G.~.R.I. »8-.6,-2; .~t;ate Court Adll!inistrator] 

b. The Supreme ,Court has final revisory and <. 

8J1pellate juris4ictioq over all questions of I~w ~ediate Appellate Court 
and equity. The COU1'~ has jl,lrisdiction in peti­
tions for trials and new trials, appeals and certi­
fications to the 'court, and in special Cases in 
which parties having,. adversary interests 'concur in 
atating questions for'the opinion ,of the cou.J:'~. 

[Constitution, ArticlE: XU, Sections 1, 1.~; 
G.L~R.I. 18-1-2] • 

1.4 Justices (5) 
a. The Chief Justice is appointed by the state,·' 

1egtslature and serve's an indefin~te term. 
b~ Suprema Court justiceS must be c'itlZens of 

the 'United States, must ,be at least 21 years Qf 
age, and muse have bee,n a state It.eS~~el).t for ~. 
years. 

c. ~upreme Court justices are appqinted by the 
state legislature in grand committee ;md hold 
office lIntil their offices are',d'fic1ared vacant by 
a majority resolution of the General Assembly. 

[Conat., Art. X, §4] 
1.5 Administration \; 

a. The. chief Justice is the execut~ve he,ad of 
the judicial systeJII. He exercises administrative 
supervision over" the entire court system throll,gh 
the State Court Administrator; the presiding jus~ ~, 
tice and the administrative cl;;rk of the SI;lperior Ii 
Cour!;.,; the chief judge, administrative judge, and 
administratof of the Family Court; and the.chief ' 
judge and administrative assl.stant of the District 
(\lourt. Reference Section 5.1 (General administra­
t:il'(eautho~ity). The Chief Justice has administra­
ti\"-~ duties to perform foJ:' the Supreme Court l hqw­
¢ver, the individual justices retain complete 

. [:authority "over tneir law clerks and ~ec.retaries. 
b. Refere'jlce Section !I.2.b (state-level admin:" 

istrator).'· 
" c. The position of clerk of t~e Supreme;JJourt 
"is authori~ed. by statute. The clerk is appointed 
'by the Governor, with the advice and cOnsent of the 
Senate, altd serves a 5-year term. There are no. 
fo~al qualifications~.or the P9siti(Il\\ and no for-

", 

... , 
c 

~1) ,-; 

2.0 There i.e no intermediate appellate CO\lr.t in 
Rhode I~land,. ," ,Y, l! 

Court of. General Jurisdiction~:"~-;-:') , 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The court sits i!l Providenc~, 
and Bristol Counties (Which is con8i'q~Jed one ju"; 
dicia1 jurisQiction), ttewport, Kent, a'nd WaShington 
Counties. 'i'erlns ar,a defined bystat,.ute. 

[G.L. R. I., U8 .. 2-3. 8-2:C12,8-1"::Z] 
3.2 O~*anization. The SUPI\rior Qourt s,its in four 
lQcatl0ns. ,,' 

[G.L.R.I. !8 .. 2-12] 
3.3J~l:isdiction. ' \1,...... 

a. The Supenor <;ourt ha,s or1g1.na1Juru;l~il1ctlon 
in all c;im~s. misd.emeanors,\; and offenses, ~xcept 
as, otherwi'lle provided by law. All indictment!! 
found by grand juries are returned to the Superior 
Cou.rt. The coui),t has original civil jurisdic tion 

in, a,cti,ons,', invol~~ i,ng re, li,l e,'s, t, ate ,ar,id' in casel!(, ,,,w,h,ere 
the amqunt in co~\troversy exceeds a dollar amount 
of $5',000. J ',' /, 

b. The SupeJ:'ipr ,Court has appellate ojurisQ,ic-
tion aa pr~vid:d ~y, Jaw. The", c"ourt hear§ appe,R,':.iS 
from the D'1Stnct ~and Probate Couri:S. ." 

, [G.L.R.I. S,S8-~-14' 8-2-15, 8-,2-l7] " : 
3.4 Justi.ces (19) ~' , "" 
, "' a. The\-presidi~\g justice over' all the Superl,Qr, 
q9.urts i'f;;~~pPoil1ted\ by the ,Governor 'and c6n.firmed ' 

b,'~ th,e, "l,eS, 1's 1il ture'1 a,n',d serves inde, fi, n, iteJ, y ,d, uring ," 
good behavior. The fe, are, no provis ions ~or pre-, 
sidi9g justices for I t~e inQividual Sl.!peiior," Courts. 

, .,~'. Superior coulit I:iiustices. must be'" cith:ens of 
the Unlted atates, must be admltted to the Rho~e 
Island Ba/:.'. ~n9 ",ust be at least 2~"yea(s of age. 

e.. Superior Court justices are appointed by the 
Governor, 8\~bject to legislative c;onfirmation, ,to 
fi1~ vacancie!l in. th~,~CCi~',f~\> and ~P.rve indefinitely 
dur.l.ng good br-haV1or. !l; , . 

, " 

j\ , \} 

I" 

" '\' 

r-;. , .,.} 
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Figure 1: Rhode Island court system, 1980 

SUPRl!HE COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: C 1 
_ Final ci,'11 Gnd c.riminal appellate ju" s-

diction. 

~ 
4 

SU~gRIOR COURT (4) 
19 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil actions over $5,000, equity, condem-

nations, and real estate matters. 
_ Exclusive jurisdiction in felony matters. 

Certiorari Misdemeanors and extradition matters. 

review Appeals de noVo. 
Jury n!,la. 

4 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
FAMILY COURT 
11 judges 

13 judges Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction' _ Domestic relations, adoption, non-
_ Civil actions under $5,000, small support, and paternity. 

claims under $500, ... ,ntd health, and _ Adult crimes against juveniles. 
housing code violations. " _ Juvenile delinquency. dependency. 

_ Municipal ordinance viol\y"ions, I'lIisde- and mental health. 
meanors, ~nd preliminary huarlngs. - Traffic mat ters. 

Administrative agency appeals. 
No jury trialB. --

, ' 

t t 
PROBATE COURT (39) 

MUNICIPAL COURT (3) 39 part-time judges 
5 part-time judges Jurisdiction: 
Jurisdiction: _ Estate cases, adult guardianship, 
_ Original jurisdiction in 1Il1nicipal settlement of claims, '!f:lnd jurisdlc-

ordinance v1olatio~s. tj' tion in all general pilobate matters. 
- Traffic ma ttP,rs, including P":l<~g ] 

violations. 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appC!al. 
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[G.L.R.I. §8-2-2; State Court Administrator] 
3.5 Administration 

a. The presiding justice over all the Superior 
Courts is the administrative head of the Superior 
Court and has control of court calendars and the 
assignment of justices. The presiding justice is 
also responsible for the collection of court sta­
tistics and has general supervisory control over 
all court stenographers and s~cretaries. He is 
responsible for making recommendations to the Chief 
Justice .regarding any matters concerning the Supe­
rior and District Courts. There are no provisions 
for presiding justices for the individual Superior 
Cour.ts. 

b. The position of administrative clerk over 
all the Superior Courts is authorized by statute. 
The administrative clerk performs duties as as­
signed by the presiding justice. There are no pro­
visions for administrators for the individual Supe­
rior Courts. 

c. Clerks of the Superior Court are appointed 
by the, Governor to 5-year terms. There are no 
formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerk. Each of the clerks supervises 
a number of deputy and assistant clerks and has re­
sponsibilities as determined by his respective 
court. 

[G.L.R.I. §§8-2-4, 8-2-6, 8-2-11; State Court 
Administrator] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Superior Court may make rules 
for the regulation of practice, procedure, and the 
business of the court, subje~ to the approval of 
the Supreme Court: These rules supersede any stat­
utory regulations that may conflict. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-6-2] 

courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 FAMILY COURT. The Family Court sits in con­
tinuous session. 

[G.L.R.I. §§8-7-l0, 8-[0-24] 
4.2.1 Organization. There are no geographical' 
divisions of the Family Court. Ea,ch Family Court 
has an intake department to receive applications 
and complaints relating to juvenile matters and to 
conduct investigations and report findings' to the 
court. The unit reviews thl situation of juveniles 
before the court makes a detexmination regarding 
detention. 

[G.L.R.I. §§8-l0-l7, 8-10-22] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Family Court has jurisdiction in a,ll 
petItions for div.orce, support and alimony matters, 
and child custody disputes. The court also has 
jurisdiction over delinquent juveniles, neglected 
or mentally defective children, paternity disputes, 
and adoption!'!. 

b,' The Family Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-l0-3] 
4.4.1 Judges (11) 

a. rhe Governor appoints the chief judge over 
all the Family Courts and submits the appointment 
to the Senate for confirmation. The appointment 
is for life. The chief judge designates one member 
of the court' as administrative judgeQ , 

b. Family Court judges must be citiz~ns of the 
United States and must be at least 21 years old. 

c. Family Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor, who submits the appointment to the Senate 
for confirmation. Judges hold office ~or life 
during good behavior. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-l0-l1; Courts of Limited Jurisdic­
tion, p. 323; State Court Administrator] 

4.5.r-Administration 
a. The chief judge has supervisory control of 

calendars and the assignment of judges. All court 
personnel are responsible to the chief judge. The 
administrative judge assists the chief judge with 
court administration. 

b. The position of administrator is authorized 
by statute. The chief judge of the Family Court 
appoints an indi(1dual to serve at his pleasure. 
The admini$trator prepar.as the court budget, 
collect;,s statistics and prepares the annual report, 
supervises court staff and all fiscal matters, and 
performs duties as assigned by the chief judge. 
There are no provisions for administrators for the 
individual Family Courts. 

c. The office of Family Court clerk is incor­
porated in the office of Family Court administra­
tor. 

[G.L.R.I. §§8-l0-14, 8-10-15; State Court 
Administrator] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. The Family Court may make rules 
for the regulation of practice, procedure, and the 
business of the court, subject to the approval of 
the Supreme Court. These rules supersede any 
statutory r~,gulations that may conflict. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-6-2] 

4.1.2 DISTRICT COURT. The court; sits in continuous 
sess'ion for the transaction of business. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-8-l3] 
,.I., 2. 2 Organization. 'fhe seat of court for each 
district is determined by the chief judge. The 
state is divided into eight geographical divisions. 
There are no specialized divisions of the court. 

411 

[G.L.R.I. §8-8-2] 
4.3,2 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court has jurisdiction as may 
be conferred by law over offenses against the 
ordinances of cities and towns. It has original 
jurisdiction over offenses punishable by a fine not 
exceed;.ng $50'0 or by imprisonment not exceeding 1 
yeai. The court also has jurisdiction over all 
cases at law where the amount in controversy does 
not exceed a dollar amount of $5,000," In addition, 
th~ District Court has jurisdiction in actions for 
possession of tenements or estates let, 'and in 
actions of replevin involving a dollar amount less 
than $5,C~O. The court has no jurisdiction in 
cases of equity but may issue writs of habeas 
corpus. 

b. The District Court has appellate juris­
diction over certain administrative agency deci-
sions Ti -.r-

[C..L.R.I. §§8-8-3,..' /8-4, 12-3-1, 42-35-151 
4.4.2 Judges (13) '\-( 

a. The Governor ap\ ,nts the, chief judge over 
all the districts of tlie"District Court with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The appointnlent 
is for life. There are no provisions for chief 
judges for the individual districts. 

b. District Court judges must be membex;s of the 
state bat'. 

c. District Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
They hold office for life during good behavior. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-8-7; State. Court Administrator] 
4.5.2 Administration " 

a. The chief judge of the Dist,dct Court must 
report annually to the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court reg'frding "'1l1e business of the court. He pre-

.' \,-) 

/1 
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sides over the District Co~rt Conference (a yearly 
meeting of all District Co~rt judges), supervises 
the collection and publication of court statistics, 
assigns vacations for District Court judges, and 
assigns judges to serve in divisions. The chief 
judge is responsible for promulgating rules 
relating to licensed constables. There are no 
provisions for chief judges for the individual 
districts. 

b. There is an administrative assistant 
appointed by the chief judge under the general 
statutory provisions on internal court administra­
tion. He exercises authority as delegated by the 
chief judge. There are no provisions for adminis­
trators for the individual districts. 

c. The position of chief clerk of the District 
Court is authorized by st~:i:ute. The chief clerk 
has general supervisory p,,~'er over all the clerks 
of the court and is responsible to the chief judge 
for the proper and efficient operation of the 
court. The chief clerk may transfer. clerks when 
necessary, and must systematize all record keeping 
throughout the court. The collection of court 
statistics is a responsibility of the chief clerk. 

[G.L.R.I. 5§8-8-l2, 8-8-15, 8-8-19, 8-8-21, 
8 15-6; State Court Administrator] 

4.6.2 Rule-making. The District Court may make 
rules for the regulation of practice, procedure, 
and the business of the court, subject to the 
approval of the Supreme Court. These rules super­
sede any statutory regulations that may conflict. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-6-2] 

4.1.3 PROBATE COURT. Terms of the Probate Court 
vary among the 39 different jurisdictions. Most 
are in session once each month. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.3 Organization. The Probate Court is estab­
l~shed in the individual cities and towns. In some 
cities or towns, the City Council or Town Council 
is authorized to sit as the Probate Court.' The 
council may appoint annually a member of the state 
bar to be available to sit as a judge of the Pro­
bate Court. Whenever a party to any contested 
matter so requests, the Town Council designates the 
said appointee to sit as a judge to hear the con­
tested'matter. In towns where the council does not 
serve as the court, the Probate Co~r.~ judge hears 
all ~3tters, not just contested cases. There are 
no specialized divisions of the court. 

[G.L.R.I. §§8-9-2, 8-9-9; State Court Adminis­
trator] 

4.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Probate Court has jur.isdiction in the 

probate of wills, the administration of estates, 
adult guardian,l3hip, settlement of claims, and all 
general probate jurisdiction. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-9-9] 
4.4.3 Judges (39 part-time) 

a. The Probate Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. A Probate Court judge must be a member of 
the bar and generally serves a 2-year term, but 
this varies from town to town. 

c. Vacancies in the office of Probate Court 
judge are filled by appointmfmt by the Town or City 
Council. 

[G.L.R.r. §§8-9-2.l, 8-9--2.3; State Court Ad­
ministrative Office. Se,~ also local home rule 
chararters. ] 
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4.5.3 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Probate Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Probate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The town or city clerks act as clerks of the 
Probate Court. The clerks have no formal adminis­
trative responsibilities or informal supervisory 
duties. 

[G.L.R.I. §8-9-6; State Court Administrator] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. General laws dictate the pro­
cedure for the Probate Court, but the individual 
cities and towns are allowed considerable liberty 
in making rules for the Probate Court. 

[G.L.R.I. §§8-9-1, 8-9-2] 

4.1.4 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court in 
Providence sits in continuous session. Municipal 
Courts outside of Providence meet once a week or 
once every other week. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.,2.4 Organization. Municipal Courts are estab­
lished by Home Rule Charter in the cities of 
Providence and Pawtucket. A Municipal Court is 
also authorized in Warwick County. 

[G.L.R.I. 545-2-19] 
4.3.4 jurisdiction 

ai' The Municipal Court has original jurisdic­
tion In municipal ordinance violations. The court 
prima~ily handles parking violations. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Courts of Limited Jurisdiction: A National 
Survey, pp. 326-327) 

4.4.4 Judges (5 part-time) 
a. The Municipal Court does not have presiding 

judges. 
b. Qualifications are established locally for 

Municipal Court judges. 
c. H!lnicipal Court j!ldges axe appointed by the 

City Council for 2-year terms. 
[Courts of Limited Jurisdiction, p. 326] 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Municipal Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Municipal Court. 
c. The clerk has responsibilities as determined 

by the court. 
[State Court Administrator] 

4.6.4 Rule-making. Procedure in the Municipal 
Court is handled on an ad hoc basis. 

§tate-Level Administration 

5.l.. General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is the executive head of the Rhode Island 
judicial system. The Supreme Court has general 
supervision over all trial courts in the state. 
The Chief Justice may temporarily assign judges to 
sit on different courts in order to facilitate 
court business. In addition, the Chief Justice 
appoints the State Court Administrator and adminis­
trative starf and en advisory board as he deems 
necessary to assist him in administrative matters. 
Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[G.L.R.I. S6-l5-2 to §8-l5-5] 
5.2 Office of the. State Court Administrator 

a. There is no specific authorization for the 
administrative office. 

.\' 

, , 
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Figure 2: Rhode Island state-level administrative oHice of the courts, 1980 

State 
Court 

Administrator 

Chief 
Deputy 
Clerk ,-1-', 

'I,,) 

, ~ 

• fc~Deputy 
State Courli-, , Administrator' 

I I 
Central State Judicial Business Registry Record. Manager Collections Center Records 
Supervisor Analyst 

- Systems analysis 
- Programming 
- Computer operation 
- Recorda IIBnagement 
;' Forms develop ... nt 

- Payroll 
- Accounting 
- Auditing 
- Budgeting 
- Purchasing 

-
= 

" 

Judicial 
Planning 

Unit 
Coordinator 

- Statistical c6\"-
pilation 

- JPC/planning 
- Research 
- Stat~"tical analyaia 
- Legislative drafting 
- Cour~ coordinaticn 

413 

" 

Statewide 
Judicial 

Infol'llllltion 
Syat ..... 

Director 

,- Legislative, exec-
" utive,public, 

and _dia 
infonoation 

- Legialative liaison 
- Executive liai.on 

\\ 

'~----------------~--~~~-----"----------~--------------------~----~--.------~--~~~-•• ~··.~'----~M$~~~a.'.l1.n"'~~;,~,k.¢4&"~ 

, 
, 



·, tr 

I ., 

b. State'Court Administrator 
(1) The position of State Court Administra­

tor is established by statute. 
(2) There are no fOlcmal qualifications for 

the position. The State Court Administrator is 
appointed by the Chief Justice and serves at his 
pleasure. 

(3) The State Court Administrator prepares 
an annual budget for the judicial system, presents 
an annual report on the status of the courts' 
business, and performs all other administrative 
duties as assigned by the Chief Justice. 

c. Office organization. The Office of the 
State Court Administrator consists of 32 people: 
27 professionals (including the State Court Admin­
istrator) and 5 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional staff provides support services in the fol­
lowing areas : ,systems analysis, programming, com­
puter operations, records management, and forms 
development; court coordination, facilities manage­
ment, security coordination, and other court ser­
vices; payroll, accounting, auditing, budgeting, 
and purchasing; education, training, library, and 
publications; personnel systems; legislative, ex­
ecutive, public, and media information, legislative 
liaison, and executive liaison; and planning and 
research activities, which include statistical com­
pilation, judicial planning, research, statistical 
analysis, and legislative drafting. 

[G.t.R.I. 58-15-4; State Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.1 Master in chancery 

a. Masters in chancery may be appointed by the 
Sllperior Court, and serve at its pleasure. 

b. Masters in chancery have responsibilities 
as assigned, generally in divorce matters. 

[G.L.R.I. §9-15-19; State Court Administrator] 

6.1.2 FAMILY COURT 
6.2.2 Master 

a. Masters may be a~pointed by the chief judge 
of the Family Court. Masters must be lawyers, and 
they serve at the pleasure of the court. 

b. Masters assist the court in matters pertain­
ing to delinquent support payments. 

[G.L.R.I. 58-10-3] 

e~1.3 DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.3 Bail Commissioners 

a. Bail Commissiont.~rs are appointed !by the 
chief judge of the Di~trict Court. They must be 
members of the bar oithe stete l)f Rhode Island. 

b. Bail commissioners are justices of the peace 
who are authorized t.O take bail in all complaints 
bailable before a division of the District Court 
and, in default of bail, commit to an adult cor­
rectional institution all respondents arl~ested on , 
such complaints. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Tenure. T4e commission 
consists of 13 members. Three nonspecific members 
and three lawyer members are selected by the 
Governor with the approval of the Senat~, Three 
members of. the legislature (two from the House of 
Representatives and one from the Senate) are 
selected by the Speaker of the House ~nd the Senate 
Majority Leader, respectively. At least one legis­
lative member must be a member of the minority 
party. Four members of the judiciary are selected 
by the Supreme Co~rt to be on the commission. The 
judicial members include on~ judge each from the 
Superior, Family, and District Courts, and one 

. judge from any court, who serves as chairman of 
the commission. 

[G.t.R.I. 18-16-1] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
commission investigates charges'of judicial unfit­
ness and determines if the charge is sufficient to 
order hearings. The judge may have counsel and may 
cross-examine witnesses and present a defense if 
he chooses. All matters before the commission Bre 
kept confidential unless the judge involved re­
quests that they be made public. Upon complet;on 
of the hearings, the commission may dism!ss the;: 
case or may make recommendations to the Supreme 
Court for reprimand, suspension, retirement, or 
removal of the judge. The Supreme Court reviews 
the recommendations of the commission and may take 
action as necessary. When the commission recom­
mends removal of a Supreme Court justice, the Su­
preme Court must transmit findings and recommenda­
tions to the House where impeachment proceedings 
begin pursuant to Article X, Section 4 and Article 
XI of the state constitution. 

[G.L.R.I. 58-16-4, §8-l6-7] 

, .' 
<. 

f. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Court ~f Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court sits in 
Columbia and generally holds at least nine-terms 
per year. A new term COmmences on the sa'cond 
Monday of each month except July, August, and 
September 

[Code of the Laws 9f South Carolina (herein­
after Code) Secti01l:,14-3-6l0; Director, Court 
Administration] ," . . 

1.2 Organization. The Supreni~" Court does not sit 
in pan~ls or divisions. A quorum of three justices 
is requ;red to transact the.business of the court. 

[Constitution, Article 'ii, Section 2] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Cour1 has the jurisdiction to 
issue writs or orders of injunction, mandamus, quo 
warranto, prohibition, gertiorari, habeas corpus, 
and other remedial original writs. ' 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
in all chancery cases for both questions of law 
and fact. In law cases, the Supreme Court can hear 
appeals from the Court of Appeals (When imple­
mented) but only through the granting of a writ of 
certiorari. Death sentences are appealed dir~ctly 
to the Supreme Court. 

[Code 5 Sl4-3-31O. 14-3-320, 14-3-330, 14-8-200, 
14-8-210] 

1.4 Justices (5)' 
a. The Chief Justice is designated on his 

selection to the court and serves his entire term 
of 10 years. 

b. Supreme Court justices must be citizens of 
the United States and South Carolina, lIIust have 
been .residents of the state for 5 year~; must be 
attorneys with 5 years of experience, and must be 
at least 26 years old. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected to 10-
year terms by the joint public vote of the General 
Assembly. 

[Const., Art. V, 553, 11; Code 514-3-10; Direc­
tor, Court Administration] 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Chief Justice is the sdministrative head 

of the judicial system. He exercises administra­
tion and supervision over the entire court system 
through the Director of the Office of South Caro­
lina Court Administration and the chief judges of 
the Circuit CQurt, Family Court, and judges of the 
Magistrate's Court. Reference Section 5.1 (General 
administrative authority). The Chief Justice has 
no specifically articulated l:iuties with regard to 
the administration of the Supreme Court. 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin-
lstrator). G 

c. The court appoints a clerk to a 4-year term. 
He is charged with keeping records and providing 
copies upon request. 

[Code 5514-3-80, 14-3-130; Director, Court 
Administration]' 

1.6 Rule-making. The co~stitution gives the Su-

J~ 

p~eme Court the power to pr9muigate rules of prac-
1:1!!~, proced1.!re, an,d admini'stration fox:. all .!=ourts 
in the state.' .. " (I""', 

[Cons~., Art. V, 54] . 

Intermedf'Rte Appellate Court 

Implementation of an :tntermediate appellate 
court in South Carolina is antiCipated for October 
I, 1981. .The c01.!rt wa~ not Yet ~~1:ive during 1980, 
but a description of its anticipat~d structure anei' 
function is inCluded here. 

[Director, Court Administration] 

2.1 COURT .OF APPEALS. The court sits 'in Columbia 
for nine terms per year. Terms co~ence, on .the 
fourth Monday of each month except July,' August, 
and September. 

[Code Sl4-8-400] 
2.2,\ Orfanization. The court does npt sit-in panels 
or c.livuions. Three j!1dges constitute a quorum. 
The concurrence ~f three is nece~sary for the 
reversal of any Judgment. The !!ourt has statewide 
jurisdiction. 

[Code §l4-S":'10] 
2.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The. Court of Appeals has the authority to 
grant injunctions and issue original remedial writs 
for the pr.oper exercise of its jurisdiction. 

b. The Ccurt of Appealsh,as appellate jurisdic­
·tion over all criminal cases appealed from the 
Circuit Court and FamilY,Court and in postconvic­
tionproceedings, except where the death penalty 
has been imposed. . 

[Co~e §U4-8-200, 14-8-210, 14-8-220] 
2.4 Judges (5) 

a. The chief judge is des'ignateti'upon his 
select,ion to the CO!1rt and serves his entire term 
0~6 Years. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices (reference 
Section 1.4.b) and mustile approved py the Legisla­
tive Screening Committee of .the t:;eneral Assembly, 
although the Committee's findings are not binding 
on the General Assembly. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are elected to 6-
year terms by joint public vote of the General 
Assembly. 

[Code 5514-8-20, 14-8-30; Director, Court.: 
Administration] 

2.5 Administration 
a. The chief judge has no specifically articu­

),ated duties with regard to the administration of 
the Cou.rt of Appeds. 

b. There_is no provision for an administrator 
'for the Court of Appeals. Reference Section 5.~.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The court appoints ~ clerk to a 4-year term. 
The office is charged with the maintenance and 
distribution of court records. 

[Code Sl4-8-l40] 
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2.6 Rule-making~ Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of General ,Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT. The Cire;uit Court holds terms 
a~scheduled,by the Chief Justice. 

'[Director, Court/Administration] 
3.2 Organization. The state is divided into 16 
circuits of 2 or more counties. The cOl.\rt sits as 
a C~,urt of Common Pleas and. as a Court Qf General 
Sessions. 

[Code 514-5-610 to 514-5-820] 
3.3 Jurisdiction . , 

a~'The'Circuit Court pas original jurisdiction 
in all' cues unless dlusive jurisdiction is 
granted to a ~ourtoflimited' or special jurisdic­
don. Civil cases are heard in 'the Court of Com­
monPleas division, criminal in the Court of Gen­
eral Sessions division. 

~. The Circuit Court has appellate"juriediction 
over calles from the, ProJ)ate Court, the Magistrate's 
Court, and the Municipal Court. Civil appeals are' 
heard in the Court of Common Pleas division; crim­
inal appeals in the Court of General Ses~ions di­
vision. ' 

[Conllt.Art. 5, 57; Code 14-5-350, l4-21";'41~, 
14-21-515, 18-7-10, 27~33-40] 

3.4 Judges (31) , 
a. The Circuit Court has a chief judge for ad­

miniatrat ive purposes who is ~ppointed' by the~ Chi,ef 
Justice. , 

b). Circuit Court judges must 'meet the same" 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence' SectiQn L4.b. They must also have been 
residents of the district they serve for at least 
("ne year. , 
": c. Circuit COllrt judges are elected by public 
..jote"'OtthCl General Assembly for 6-year terms. 

[Canst!;. Art. V,59; Diree;tor, Court" 
',' Admin~~trationl 
3.5 Admini;stration 

a. Thi~re are provisions fqr a ~hief judge for 
the indi'1,idua1 circuits. 't, 

b. TIi;ere are no provisions for an administrator 
over all:1 the circuits of the Circuit Court or for 
administ:i."ators for the individual circuits. Refer­
ence sec~ion S.2.b. (staterlevel adminhtrator). 

c.Each county elects a court clerk to a 4-
year term. This clerk serves the Circuit Court 
within the county and 1,.11 limited jurisdiction 
courl;sexcept t~e Probate Court alld ~gistrate's 

0CQurf. The clerk must be bonded. He is charged 
with maintaining the courthoud; issuing all 
proceslles", signing all judgments, maintaining all 
;~ecord8 of the~.courts; witnesl!ing and apprQving 
\,ecurity for coots; executirig laws rellpecting 
j,urors; lIIaking out a roll o~ jurors and constables 
il)l atten<lance; reporting persons brhught to trial; 
k~epillg.r~cord~ of all.person •. el~cted.to o~fi~e; 
and admll~1Ster1l1g oaths to mag1St~.:ates and trans­
mihing the list of ,n,tagistrat€~} fnames to the Sec-
retary of State. . ',' ,;' 

, [Const., Art'j~7~\~20; Code, .H4-l7-40, 514-17-
210 to 514-17~~7Q; Director, Cou~t!<dministra-

3.6 ~~~:lmaking/;\'~~'~) Circuit Court may' promulgate 
rules so long as they ate consistent with the laws 
of the state .andtile ru~es~f the Supreme Court. 
Rehrence Section 1.\1.; , 

,,[Code 514-5-310] 
iJ 

~ourt. of Limited or' Special Jurisdiction 
",I 

:,J 

() 

~.l.l FAMILY COURT. The tet:JII of tile Family Court 
is set 'by the ChiefJl,Istice based OIl caseload 
information provided ,by the Office of SO!Jth 
Carolina Court Administration. 

[I>irecto~,GCourt Adminilltration] 
4.2.1 Organization. Family Courts have been e!ltab.,. 
lished in ea~h judicial circuit. Each court has' 
jurisdiction througho!Jt the circuit. There are no 
specialized divisions of the qourt. 

[Code 514-21'-410] (! 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction 
a. ~heFamily Court hasjuriadiction in al.l 

juvenile CaSeB including child neglect, contested 
custody procee9ings, law vi,olationll' withinl:h~ 
court's geographical juris~iictioll,.ny mental~ com­
lI!itment i\roceedings involving a: juvenile, and any 
actioI}re'garding a juvenile who is beyond the 
control of his parent or otlier.custodian; name' 
changes; support ca~es;bastardy suits; adoptions; 

I\lwardianl!hi,ps; divorc~s; , separations; and other ; 
m~rital actions; , 

b. The Fami~y.Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

"[Code 5514-21-510, l4;"'21-Sl~, 14-21-810, 14-21-
830, 14-2l~lOlO to 14-21-1060] 

4.4'.1 . Judges (46)' 
a. The' chief judge of each Family Court is 

selected by t~e Chief Juatice'from'the Family Court 
judges cho!le~ by the legislature. 

b. Fa!Dily' Court "judges must meet,the sallie qual­
ifica.tions 'asSuprel!le Court justices (reference 
Section 1.4.b)". They mus,t also have been resid'~nt!l 
of their cir~uits for at least 1 year and members 
of the bar' for at least. 5 years. Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, any fo;rmerJl)ember of 
the Gelleral Allsembly may 1>e, electe,! to the office 
of Family Court judge. 

c. Family CoUrt 'judges are eltr,eted to 4-year 
terma by th~ General AsseJllbly. " 

[Code 5$14-21-420. 1.4":21':"425] 
4.S~1 Administration 

"a. The Chief Justice rotates the Family Court 
judges of the circuit and assigns cases to judges. 
They perform such administrative duties as the 
Chief Justice may direct. 
, ~" There are no provisions foradmipiatrlltors 
for the Family Court. Reference Section S.2.b 0 

(atate-leve1'admillilltrator).' 
c~ The ~ircuit c1e~Jc,8'alI!0 !lerve as the clerks 

for the Fal!lily Court. Reference Section 3.5.c. 
[Code 1$14-"21":420, 14-21-440,'14.,.21-445; Direc-
tor~ C'ourtAdministration] , 

'4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 P1tOBATECOURT~The Probate Court term is 
determined by the individual judg¢s; however, the 
term is usually continuous • 

[Director, Court Admip,isttation] 
4.2.2 Orgatlization. Probjl'te Coutts have been 
establiShed in every county in' the state. There 
are 'nospecializeci. divis.ioris of, the court. 

[Code 514-23-1010] , " 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Probate Court has jurisdiction over all 
~estamentary matters, guardianships of mental in'­
competents and minors, and administration of 
.estates. It issues marriage licellses, conducts 
eminent domain pro,~eedingl!' and conducts commit­
ment inquir~es in ;:C;ases ot melltali,llness), alcohol­
ism, drug addictic!n, and ~uber~ulosis'.'~ 

b. The Probat~ Court has 1\0 appeUilt~ jurisdic'· 
tion. 

[Code" U4-23-1150] 
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4.4.2 Judges (46)11 
a. ~ec~use ~here is pnly one judge per qou~~, 

the Prob~~El COl,lrt; does nQ!: have presiding judges. 
'. Counties are authorized to seleqt associate judges 
I. as well as those who arEl authoriz(;!d to act in the 
'~same capacity as Probate COl.\rt judges. If a county 
1~l>pts to itlstall associate judges, they are selected 
~y the jUdge of thEl Probate Court and a~e answer-
able to him. .' 

'\' b. Probate COUT,!: judges must be qualified 
vo~,tersof their re~pective counties. 

\ c. Prpbate COllrt judges are elected to 4-year 
tei~s by the vo~ers of their respective counties. 

\, [Code § §l4-23-l020, 14-23-1030, 14-23-1040] 
4.5:2 Administration 

';8. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for l:he Probate Court. 

b:r There are no provisions for administrators 
for tl~e Prpbate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
{state'-level administrator}. -

. c.\The judge of ea~h court is authbrized to 
appoin~a clerk to serve at his pleasure. The 
clerk m\!st keep a record of all proceedings and 
maintain the records and documents of the court. 
He is au\l;horiz~d to, execute' and issue .certain doc-

1\ • -, 

uments fOt the judge such as mar~iage licenses, 
certifica~es of appointment, certifications of 
wills ,!land,! warrants of app~a.isements in decedents' 
estatee:,. If an intestate estate is I?eing admini ll -
tered by the court, he han~les all papers ~nd 
matter!! per'aining to that m~tter. In uncontested 
probate case:,~, he may hear and determine all mat-, 
terse ~ 

[Code §§~~-23-1090, 14-23-1100] 
4.6.2 Rule-malting. Reference Section 1.6. 

~ 
4.1.3 MAGISTRA;I~E'S COURT. The Mllgistrate's Court 
term is getermi~ed by the individual magi:;3trates; 
however, the tei~ is usually continuous. 

[Di~ector, Court Administration] 
4.2.3 Organizati~n. Each county of the state is 
divided into magi:~sterial districts with a single 
magistrate per di~trict. There are no specialized 
divisions of the c~urt. 

[Code §22-1-l0], 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction \ 

a. The Magistrat~e' s Court has jurisdiction in 
the following cases \~here the alll~.unt in controversy 
does not exceed $1,000: actions rising from con­
tract or injury to pe\~son or property; actions for 

~~~""'a penalty, fine, or fii:rfeiture; ac~ions commenced 
by the attachment of p\~operty; actions on bonds; 
confessiotl judgments of, any. nature; a~.~ions for 
fraud or damages arising from the purer-ase of per­
sonal property; and actions to recov,,!.r personal 
property. The court also has jurisdiction in 
landlord-tenan~ actions, possessory actions, and 
basta\;dy cases; Magistrates are authorized to 
issue search warrants for Bl'spected gambling 
institutions, and to arrest;:~ examine, and commit 
any suspected criminal. Magistrates have.jurisdic­
tion in all criminal cases in which the penalty 
does not exceed $200 fine or 30 days of imprison-
ment. , 

b. The Magistrate's Court 'has no appellate 
!J jurisdiction. :;' 

} 

[Code §S3-5-10, 3-5-110, 22-3-10, 22-3-540 .to 
22-3-560] , 

4.4.3 Judges (330 magistrates) 
a. The Magistrate i s Court do~s not ha;'le pre­

siding judges. 

", , 
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b. There I!re no statl.!tory qualific~tiQns for 
l!Iagistrates. They are g~merally recommended to 
the Governor by the sta~~ senator from the respec­
tive county and must be ·bonded. 

c. Magistrates are appointed by the Governor, 
with the advice ana coq.sent of ~he Senate, tel 2 or 
4-year terms depending, upon the county. The term 
is the same within a given county. 

[Code §522-1-lO, 22-1-150, 22-2-10; Director,! 
Court Administration] .. 

4.5.3 Administration 
s. The Chief Justice appoints a chief judge 

over the Magistrate's Court in each county for 
administrative purposes. 

b. There are no provisions ·for admini!ltrators 
for the Magistrate's Court. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administratod. 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Magistrate's Court. . " 

[Director, Court Administraticlil] . 
4.6.3 Rule-making. General proced~ral rules are 
statutorially established. Refet'ence Sect;ion 1.6. 

[Code §22-3-ll0 to §22-3-320, 522-3-710 ~o §22-
3-790] . , , 

4.1.4 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court term is 
determined by the individual judges; however, the 
term is usually continuous. 

[Direqtor, Court Administration] 
4.2.4 Organization. ~very municipali~y in ~he 
state is authorized to establish a Municipal Court. 
Whether or not a separate court i!! ~stablished, the 
mayors of municipalitiel.l are vested with the powers 
of magistrates. Reference Section 4,3.3., :rhere 
are no specialized divisions of the cou~.t., ' 

[Code §§14-25-l0, 14-25-910] 
4.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Court. has juri!!diction i~ 
cases arising under the ordip,ances of t·he mun~ci­
palities. They also exercil!e the same jurisdji:!:ti~n 
as the Magistrate's Court. 

b.'The Municipal Court hilS no appe114t~ juris­
diction. 

[Code §14-25~970] 
4.4.4 Judges (250 mayors and recorders) 

a. The Municipal Court does nO.t have pre!>iding 
judges. ' 
. b. There are no statutory qualifications for 
mayors ana recorders. 

c. Mayors are selected locally and are ex 
pfficio judges of the Municipal Court. Cities may 
establish the position of municipal rec;)rder, who 
is chQsen by the mayor and city c,ouncil and serves 
a 4-year. term. 

[C04e §§14-25-10, 14-25-920] c 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. There are no-provisions for presiQing judges 

for the l'Iunicipal Court. \\ 
b. There are no provisions for admini!ltrator:s 

for the Municipal Couri:. Reference Secti!;>n 5.2. b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The city clerk or recorder serves as Muni,ci­
pal Court Cler~. 
4.6.4 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is designated as the administrative head 
of the unified jUdicial system, and the Supre,llIe 
Court is authorized to make rules governing the 
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Figure 2: South Carolina state:l~vel administrative' office of·the courts, 1980 
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adminiatration of all courts. The Chief Justice 
has the power to set the terms of any court and to 
assign any judge to sit in any court within the 
unified court system. He is further charged with 
examining the administration methods, systems, 
activities, and dockets of all courts and gener­
ally supervising the calendars of all courts "in 
the interest of the better administration of jus­
tice." Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. V, §4; Code §14-l-90] 
5.2 Office of South Carolina Court Administration 

a. The Office of South Carolina Court Adminis­
tration is authorized by Constitution Article V, 
§4. 

b. Director, Court Administration 
(1) The constitution ~luthorizes "an adminis­

trator for the courts." 
(2) There are no formal statutory qualifica­

tions for the Director of the Office of South 
Carolina Court Administration. (The former ,and 
current directors, however, hold law degrees.) 
The Director is appointed by the Chief Justice and 
serves at his pleasure. 

(3) The Director performs,the following 
functions: collects, compiles, and analyzes case­
load reports from the trial courts; provides assis­
tance in the drafting of court rules; drafts the 
Circuit Court rotation plan and submits it for the 
Chief Justice's approval; assists in the prepara­
tion of the Judicial Department budget; conducts 
research and formulates recommendations on court 
organizatio~; recommends terms of Circuit and 
Family Courts and assignm'!nt of judges; and dis­
seminates:information on the operation of the court 
system. 

c. Office organization. The Office of South 
Carolina Administration consists of 25 people who 
ari! appointed by the Chief Justice: 11 profession­
als (including the Director, Court Administration) 
and 14 clerical personnel. The professional staff 
provides support services in the following areas: 
computel:' operations, records management, forms de­
velopment, and field representation; court coordi­
nation, budgeting and purchasing; education, 
training, and publications; personnel systems and 
office management; legislative, ,executive, public, 
and media information, legislative liaison, and ex­
ecutive liaison; and planning and research activi­
ties including statistical compilation, judicial 
planning, research, evaluation, statistical analy-

if 

sis and legislative drafting. 
[Const., Art. V, §4; State Court Systems: Re­
vised 1978, p. 27; State Court Administrators, 
pp. 96-97; Director, Court Administration] 

Quasi-Judicial'Officers 

6.1 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2 Special referee, master 

a. There are no statutory qi.alifications for 
special referees or masters. They are, however, 
usually attorneys. They are appointed by/;ihe Cir­
cllit Court. 

b. Whenever the office of master-in-equii:y is 
vacant or if the master is disqualified or dis­
abled, the special referee will handle the case 
with the full authority of a master. ,Reference 
Section 4.3.5.a. 

[Code §l4-ll-60] 

Judicial Disc~pline 

7.1 Board of Commissioners on Judicial Standards. 
The boa,rd is, appointed by the Supreme Court and 
consists of three Circuit Court judges, two judg~s 
of limited jurisdiction courts of record, two ' 
magistrates, and two members of the bar who have 
never held' a judicial office. 

[Supreme Court Rules (hereinafter S. C ~:R.) • 
Rule 34 (3) (b)] :11 

7.2 Authority and procedure for sal!£.!:ion. 'Upon 
receipt ofa factually valid complaint, the board 
makes a preliminary investigation to determine 
whether a formal complaint should be filed. If it 
d'ecides to file a complaint, the accused judge ill 
informed of the charges. The judge then has 20 
days to answer. After receipt of the answer, a 
hearing is held before a panel of three masters, 
appointed by a special commiSsion and chosen for 
particular duty by the board. These hearings 
generally conform to the' rules of civil procedure 
and evidence. A transcr.ipt is kept. The masters 
send their report and the'transcript to the board. 
The accused has 30 days to reply to th,e report. 
if the report is objected to, a hearing before the 
full board is convened. Five members of the board 
must concur .for a recommendation" of discipline. 

II The Supreme Court makes a final review and decision 
on the "matter. 

[S.C.R., Rule 34(10) to Rule ;34(22}] 

o 

Q 

~'::::: ... ~.bflIo'=' """""_~=~_"",...~ .... ___ ._....: __________ :-,_, __ ... ,._ p. '( _; _ 1 

» 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme'Cdurt oJ, South 
,Dakota sits ,in Pierre and in other cities as spec­
ified by order of the court. The court holds one 
term coincident with the calendar 'year. 

[Constitution, Article V • Section 2; ,South 
Dakota Compiled Laws Annotated (herebafter 
S.D. Compiled taws Ann,) Section 16-i-9] 

1.2 Organization. There is nothing in the SOl)lth t, 
Dakota Constitution or South Dakota Laws Annotated I 

that empowers or instructs the court to sit en 
banc or in panels. As a practical matter. there­
fore. each case is heard en banc with all five 
justices hearing the case. 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court or any justice thereof 
may issue any original or remedial writ. The Gov­
ernor also has the power to require opinions of 
the court upon questions of law involved in the 
exercise of the executive power. The court has ex 
parte jurisdiction regarding the admission. disci­
pline. and disbarment of attorneys in South Dakota. 

b,. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion as provided by the legislature. The right to 
appeal from final 'judgment of the tria1,court is 
mandatory in both criminal and civil cases. 
Appellate review of criminal 'cases also includes 
review of conto;lntions of excessive sentence. if 
the issue is raised. 

[Const •• Art. V. §5; S.D. Compiled Laws Arln. 
§§16-16-1. 16-16-17; Outline of Basic Appel­
late Court Structure in the United States. p. 
171) -

1.4 Justices (5) 
a.The Chief Justice is elected by a majority 

vote of his colleagues for a term of 4 years. 
without limitation of successive,terms. He rr.ay be 
removed as Chief Justice by a four-fifths vote of 
the justices. but such removal 'does not constitute 
his removal as a justice of the Supreme Cdbrt. 

b, Supreme Court justices must be cltfZerili eff 
the United States. must be residents of the 'State 
. of South Dakota, and must ~e vo.dng resiaent:Bof 
the districts (reference 1.4.c below) from which 
they are elected. Justices must also be licensed 
to practice ,law in South Dakota. 

c. Supreme Court justices are elected in a 
nonpartisan election by the voters of the dis­
tricts they represent. Five electoral districts 
are established by t~e legislature and each dis­
trict has one justice. Justices are elected for 
terms of8 years. The c,;overnor fills a va~ancy by 
appointment of one of the two or more persons nom­
inated to the Govern~r by the CQmmission on J~di­
cial Quaiif1cations (reference Table 12: Charac­
teristics of jUdicial nominatingcolllllif.ss10ns) for 
the balance of, the unexpired term. 

[Conat., Art. V, S§2. 6, 7; S.D. Compl~i!a'LilW. 
Ann. §§1'6-1 .. 2. 16-1"'2.1; Stat:e Court Admlnh-

1.5 Administration 
~. The Chief Justice is the administrative 

head'of the unified judicial system. He exercises 
administration and supervision over the court 
system thro~gh the State Court Administrator. the 
presiding judges of th~ Circuit Courts. and two 
Circuit Court administrators.' Reference Section 
5.1 (General" administrative authority). Thechief 
justice has no specifically articulated duties. 
however. in regard to the administration of the 
Supreme Court. ' !~" 

b. -Refere.nce Section 5;:l.b (state-level admin-
istrator). i:" 

c; The clerk of the S#preme Court is, ~:ppointed 
by the Supreme Court. He has no statutorily de­
f~ned duties. Inpract1ce. he has supervisory 
duties over deputies and bailiffs and responsibil­
ities as determined by the court. 

,rConst •• Art. V, §Ui State Court Administra­
tor] 

1.6 Ru1e-mak~. The Supreme Court has the power 
to make rules of practice and procedure for the 
adm1n!stra,tion of justice in all courts of the 
state and for the method of taking. hearing. and 

()deciding appeals to the courts from anyinstitu­
tion exerc:f,sing a quasi-judicial function in any 
case where an appeal is allowed by law. The 
Supreme Court has general superintending powers 
over all courts and may make rules of administra­
tion for all courts. 

[Const •• Art. V. §12; S.D. Compiled Laws Ann. 
§16-3] • 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate.) court in 
South Dakota. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

~.1 CIRCUIT COURT. Regular terms of court are 
established by Supreme Court Rule. with at least 
two terms a year in each county • 

[S.D. COlllpiled Laws Ann. S§16-5. 16-6-i] 
3.2 Organization., The Circuit Court is divided 
into eight geogral\hica1 circui ts. seven of which 
(ire JIlu1ti-county circuits. Each court has a spe­
cialized division '~alled the Magistrate Court. 

[S.D. Compiled'\.,Laws Ann. §§16-5-1.2; l6-12A-2] 
3.3 Jurisdiction \1 

a~ Judges of tlie Circuit Court have,origin!!.l 
jurisdiction as fa1'lows: 

, (1) Exc1usiv~\ originai jurisdiction in all 
cases of felony. \\ 

(2) Concurren\~ original jurisdiction with 
magistrates in misde~\ea:nors and ordinance vi~la­
tions. 

(3) All act~ono or proceedings 1n chancery. 
(4) All actlon. at lAW and in equity. 

trator] r:, ' real 
'421-

(5) A11,cal!e. whe1:e title or boundary to 
property co~.' lnto que.tion. 
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Figure 1: South Dakota court system"1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in all utter •• 

Issue any original or remedial writ. 
- Ex parte jurisdiction in adllission, 

discipline, and dbba ..... nt of, ' 
attorneys. 

x' __ ~: ____________________ ~ ____ -JL-__ ~ ______________ m-______________ ., 

CIRCUU' COL~T(~ 

~---'~:~'-------?--~~--~-------,~~~~~~~~---; CIRCUIT cOIIRi::, LAIiYER IiAGISTRATI!S DIVISION LAY KAGISTilATI!S DIVISION 
~6 judges, ,"~ 7 full-time and 11 part-time 22 uSi.tr.te" and 65 cle""" 
Jurisdi,ction: " ' " magistrates uslstrlltes 
-Civil actions~:domestic Jurisdiction: Jurisdictiotu 

relations, and I~robate. - Civil actions under $2,000, - Civil actions 'and .... 11 claims,! 
- l'elony and II1ts,de.lIleanor. 1JIIUl11 claims 'lnder $2,000, and under $500 (uncontested). 

matters. "" """ mental health matters. - Guilty pleas forlli.delleanor" 
- Juvenile' utters" \,' \~ - Misdemeanors, ordinance viola- and' ordinance 'Violations. ,I 

Adlllinistrative appea~s. tiona and 'preliminary lJearings. rrel1ainsry hearings, 8esrr:h 
Jury i;'rislJ!. '. ,\, COllllitting magistrate; search warrants, a"d arrest , ... runts. 

, ~~ warrants and arrest we.rrs.~t8. Serv'e &8 coroner. 
~ Serve 8S coron~r. No jUry trials. 

Jury trisls. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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(6) All 'acti9n~ for divorce o~ an~ulment of 
m~rriage. j 'i ''\'' 

. (7) All matteI'S o.f 'probate, gi~ardianshi~o'" 
and 8l~tt1ement of' estates. ,il. i' .", " .. 

, J,!" ,(S) ProceecHngsrelating'tolli[nors. 'I 

··/'i'h~~ Circuit 'Cdurt judges emay -iutie'anddeter": ' 
!DU/e ap original andremedial,writs.\, . '. '_ 

o Th~~ jurisdiction of ,the magistrat\esof the. '. . 
Magh~lra~e court:. a ,divi"i9~,-of ,the C~rcuit, Court. 
is spel:ified according :~o~I\~~l)ei t~e~',a~elll~. 
trained magistrates or laymag~ilJtr~te~,,, All ,magis­
trateshave the following jur1sdic·tion: 

,( 1) Issue search and arrel!(wa,li:r!lrtts ~.. ." 
.... " ,(2) Act as cOlllUitting magistrab~ dur.ing pre-: 

limitiaryhearings. ' . . 
(3) Accept guilty pleas and impJ~,,-sent;'ence ' 

in criminal caseR where the punishment dO~~~J:,ex­
ceeda fine of $100 or imprisonment of30daYIi. or',' 
both. 

(4) Concurrent jurisdict1onwithti\e:C#ct{it 
Court in noncontested·eivilactions or small c:'lailils 
proceedings in~9iv:i.rig·UPto$2.000. . ," . 

Lawyer magistrates ,have additional jurisdiction 
as follows: ", 0 , ', '." i,,. 

.(1) 'Tr1all misdemeanors andorMnance ~ib-' 
lations, (reference S~ction3.j.a. (2) above) and act· 
as cominitting magistriltes .. in a!lcases.. .. ·.,i· 

(2) Try and' dete&ineall ci/:!rilac'tions in-
volving .up to $~'.OOOii" " .; • '," " • 

. (3) Tryllnd d~·termineallsmal1claimlf. ' 
. . .(,4) Juri diction~'Ver mentai illn~lJs. case~: 's 

Courts of la'W)'er magistrates are courts of ' 
recorda~d jury trialS arl?,i,ava:i:lahle ;c(iurts of lay 
maghtratellarenot cQurts,of recorci.and"no jury 
trililsare' 'avaiiable.' . ", 

b ~The Cih:uitCo~b:t .. has appel late:;jurisdil;­
tion .over all final judgllientspr ordell's 'of the 
MagistlO:'ate Cpilrt. . . ()" '" . 

[S.D. Compiled Law$ Ann. SH6-6":9.' 16-6-l()~,', 
16-6-12, 16-l2A-13'; U-12A;.,14. l6-12A;'16 .•.. ; , 
16-.1:2A-19,' l6-l2A":21.l6-l2A-22.1.6-l2A,..23 to 
16-124-25) .' jJ . :\-_ 1 

3.4 Jud es (36 ud es; 7 full-time andIl art.., 
time lawyer magistrates ;22 lay and 65 clerk 
magistrates. 

a. 'Whereas :the:re, is no prOV18;1.0n for 'f chief 
Jpdge over .allthe citcuitCJ of 'die Citcl!it Coui~. 
a 'presiding judg~ for each' Circuit' isappQ'int:ed by . 
and servcnl-at the ple.stire· oi:t:heChief Justice.'" 

b •. circui': CourtjudgeslDustbe .i::itizens .Qf . 
the unite'd' Statefl. must: be residents of the.State' 
of South Dak6t8 j ani:l must be voting 'reside,nUof 
the dilitrictsfromwhiclf they are selected. They 
must 'al~o be lil:'ens~dtopractice l.awinSoilt:h 
Dakota. . Q 

A 18wyer magistrate must be. 'q'udHied vol;et 
of the circuit in which he happointed and must 
reside in that circuit while servingaa 'ani_lIb­
trate. Lawyer magistrate$ must be" licens\!d 'to 
practice law in South Dakota. . 

'A lay magistrate mUst be l! qualified voter in 
tile circuitforwhie:h he is appointed and .uust,' 
r.eside in that cit-cuit as long as ,he serve.iI~' 
magist:rlite. In·addition;.a laym.·ii~tr.te~.t 
ils;ve a bigh. school educ:'Atio~ and muatatteild·. 
training course lIupervised by the Supreme odou~t 
beft)retakin80~~ice. Any apppintedci,er~ oro. q 

de.,ll t Y.clerk who meets tll-e qual,ificati:aii'iii lliay alio 
beappoin'ted as lay.maghtrate." . 

c~Circ\ait,Co'urt judges are elected to S..,year: 
termsi~nonpiJ:'tisan .ele.:t'ions by.thevotero of 
the circuits theyrep~esent. .'. . 

Anmag~strate8.re appoiJ.lted bytbepJ:'esiding " 
circuit j\ldg,' .Clf. each circuit. Theymarbeap;.; . 

i,n .~~J!I_!"'J!;"':::::"" 

II 

;\ 

i'l 
':::c. I' .' ' ... '. i . ,I 

pointed to. servefuH'orpa:ttime. F\\ll-time II 
l~wy~r mag18~rat~ls'ate' a~p01nted . ,to . 4-~iear·. terms I 
w:a;t~ the a .. ppr.ova~,.of' .the·Supre,me .court'il .. Al.'l~t~lrr 
magutrates serve at theplea61~re of th,e. prench ~g 

" f! o . 

circuit .judge~ .. One fqll-time bwyer mal~~strate 'LS 

~H~.~~.:~ .. i~.'.~.: ii~:;'F~:~t~r.?.!. =. :~'.i .. ~:.'d.xt •... ~ .. ~.,!. ::.:e ... ~. =~0.'.::d.'1111·· ' 
[Const., Art. V. 513. 1. 11; S.D. COlftpiled : 
Laws Ann. iS16-6-l. l6-l2A-l. 16-l2A-3.l. I 

16-l2A-4. 16-12A-4.l. ':16-l2.A-5. l6-~2A-6,~ ,.1 
1~-~2~-~; ;s~premecourt ,R':Ile 75-1] Q .. , J! 

3.5,Adm1n1strat10n ,'" , . " " . 
a.<Whereas 'there is noprovfli.lon' for a,chidr!r, 

judg~ ov~r. aU .t~e circuits .of. t~.~I. Cir~uit~.,cour-;~-'F 
tile ,prendJ:ng J",,'d$e for eacli C1'rC(l1t' has aUlthon:l:y 
as the SllpreDi':l Court 'lliay designatie by rule~l;,· 
Duties qf !=ht! 'presiding judge. incl'ude< the '~\ 
foUciwing(~" . -..... ': ,:1, , . '.;,. 

" .', ': (1) Arranging scbe,dules an:~ aDSigning,;ciri"\' 
cU1t, Judges. ' '/, -. I 

" (2) Supervising, the calend,sr. I 

'(3) Kpp~inting clerks and 'pther'personnel 
and supervising their functions. I. , 1) " \ 

, (4) Assigning matters and~duties to clerks. 
. . (5)' Making arrange.n~entlJfor drawing tile· .. · \\ 
jury 'panel'artd' :de~erminiligJ~ry~ea~ion8. .,1 

(6)At'I::~ng1ng fOl:: th~ report1ng llf cases., 
,~7J~:A~,~~~.g~~g~o!='!=lle o:p;J.¢rly"di,~p08ition 1\ 

.of' spec:1'a11zed matters'. '"' \\ 
(S) Pt6mulgating aschedtile"ofoffellses forI) 

which!!lagistrates may accept appearances. waivers II 
of r-ri'al. plea,"'of gui1i:YililJ.ld~fschedi.iieof fines . 
and bail thereof. . .... '" .... J-,\.,,'. 

,(9)""AslJigi#,nlf varh)us ; powers anddtitiest:o 
qt:heicirctiit ju'r.Jges..· .., ;' ...... " .. 

. (IO)'PeriodieaUy reviewing the performa:nce 
of a!agisttate~. Cler~s.' ahd "deputyclerko ~ ail to 
the sciledu'le'they ~re' -to 'follow «_ndcorrectiiigany 

. erroiu~ous application thereof. " , , . 
" . l11e presiding judge appoi,t',ts,,judicial perlilon­

nel. to' t,h~"agistrate ' Cburt;' . imd appoitits'cle7;\ts 
and 'other coUrt ·persortnel.fen· . the' counties ,,in ,his: . 
~.circuit. ":" r.t, . - ',' 

. b.AlthoughRille:ro of"tlle S'outh Dakot:aJudi­
cial'SX8tem,rPersonnel Rules ;provides for regional 
~dministr.II1:()ro; npne have been appointed to' date. 
itresently there ~re.tllree',Cir~il~tCourt iadminis-

,tratOrll charged,.,wi,th personnel and easeflq,., man .. · . 
agementresp9nsibilities. ·l11ey at:e appoint:edby ij 

ther~spectiVe.presidil!gcireuit jud$.e~ . TheY:'also 
lIIupply statisticl" oncaseloadirifO'rmaHon to the' 
Stat:e Court Administrator's Office. Reference 
Section5.2.b tnllte"'leve-~~aClmiriistratC!r). . ,_ " 

c,.Each presidiiig Judge"".ppo'in~I'-tbe, ~lerk8 ~of 
.his ~ircu:j!i:.··,c1.erk. are!' l'.esp"OtiSibl'e for maintain­

·ing ccurt records. charging an~>'e911ecting uniform· 
fees and'collln'hldtJnsi ; and':tr~fiofieh\i.ng revenues 
.frqm finei.fot;,feiturelll.pienbties .• ,br costs to 

. tl)e county t:re~'ury~ Pilrsllani:. to Supreme,Court 
Order.octqber2~. 1973 •. clerks are required to 
continue to performdlltiesilonjucHcial innlilture. 
untilthe.dutielil are ~ransferred by the legisla- i;,' 

ture Or abolished "". ,. 
!~,[Constq1 ;\rt. v. 511; S.D. comp~lelik:L8ws.,~~:;r);v~ , 

.,SSl6"2-'21; 16-2-27. 16-2-28. 16-2-33] 
3.6 .. Rule-Diaking. Rubis of practice and prOCleQlll!~L 

, fqr.a the cpu,rtli are promulgat:~~by tbe Supreme 
C()urt.subjec t"to, legis'lat:ivechange. )teferefice 
Sectionl:,.6 •... RulesfortheadminiatraH9n Pf" the 
courtsaJ,'e prOill\l18a~ed by court riJl~., The.pr\!lSid­
il!gcirc!Ht j.~dge;subject, to. tbe\ruJ:~s. of tile 
Suprem~ ,,9qurt~;hal!' adminiatratj,v!l .uFervilJior~ a~d 

\' . 
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authority .to prescribe regulations for the inter­
nal op~ration o~ the Map;istrate .Court. 

!1[Const., Art:~ V",§l2; S.D. Compiled Laws Ann. 
\(U6-2-2l) . .' 

Court of Limited or Special Ju7:isdiction 

4.0 There are no courts of special or limited ju­
risdiction in South Dakota. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. Ti)\Chief 
Justice is the administrative head of tht!\',dicial 
system. He has authority ,to submit anann~~J con­
solidated budget, assign judicial and nonjudicial. 
personnel, and l!Iupervise thl! administrative staff, 
among otller powers. The Chief J~stice exercises 
general direction and supervision of the., Circuit 
Court in order t(:'L,expedite the work of the courts, 
alleviate congestion, secure prompt disposition of 
calles, andldiStribute workload. The Chief Justice 
appoints all presiding circuit judge for each cir­
cuit, who ':ha3:such Ildministrative power all desig­
nated by £lup~$liie Court Rule. Reference Section 
1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. V, Sll; S.D. Compiled Laws Ann. 
5$16-:1-20, 16-2-21) 

5.2 Officla of the State Court Adminil.:frator 
8. Th1e Office of the StateC~~ri: Administrator 

is constitutionally authori~e~~" .. , 
b. St.ate Court Admini'strator 

(1) The posit1'on'of State Court Administra­
tor is constitutionally authorized. 

(2) There are no formal qualifications for 
the State Court Administrator. In practice, he is 
expected to have a law degree or graduate degree 
in busineso or public administration and II minimum 
of 2 years of experience in court administration. 
The State Court Administrator ill appointed by the 
Supreme Court. 

(3) The State Court Adminilltrator, together 
with the central staff, has the following respon­
sibilities: 

(a) Supervises budget preparatiori~ 
(b) Prepares and maintains personnel 

standards, procedures, and staffing patterns. 

ture •. 

drafting 

zation • 

(c) Provides liaison with the legisla-

(d) Assists in theexe~ution and 
of adlllinistrative rules. 

(e) conduct~ res~arch in 'court organi-

(f) 'Disseminates information. on the 
operation of the state court aystem. 

(g) Prepares 'long-range facilitiell 

(h) Provides general ~dministrative 
and technical support. 

c. Office organization. The. \ Office of the 
State Court Administrator is composed of 17 
people: 10 profesaionills (including tlv~ State 
Court AduJiniatrator) and 7 clerical peJ:'sonnel. 
They provide support services in the following 
<~.reas: systems analysis and programming; proba­
tion; accounting; training; personnel systems; and 
judicial planning. 

[Const., .Art. V, Ul; S.D. Judicial System 
Personnel Rules; State ·Court Administrators, 
pp. 98-9?; State'Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial.Officers 

6.0 There are no qUQsi-judicis,l offic.ers .in South 
Dakota. 

Judicial Discipline, 

7.1 Commission on Judicial Qualifications. .The 
cOJlllllission consists of seven members asfo11ow5.: 
two judges of the Circuit Court, elect.ed by the 
Judicial. Conferenc~ (reference Table 29: Judicial 
counc i'18 and conferences); three lawyers, no more 
than two of whom are of the same political party, 
appointed by the president of the state bar; and 
two lay citizens, not. of the same political .party, 
appointed by the .Governor. 

[S.D. Conlpiled Laws Ann. l6-1A-4 !!. !!S.) 
7.2 Authori~y and procedure for sanction. All 
judges and m!lgistrates in South Dakot.a are subject 
to investigation,bY the CO!DD!is/Jion on Judicial 
Qualifications. The commission, upon receiving a 
complaint, or upon its motion, makes a preliminary 
investigation. The judge being investigated must' 
be so notified and has the opportunity to present 
'such matters as he may choose. If a formal pro­
ceeding is deemed necc3sary, the .judge in question 
receives notice of t~i{ fo~al "proceeding to inquire 
into the charges ae~};n!!lt billl. The' judge must an­
swer the charges or, after a JO-day perio!1of ser­
vice of notice. a formal hearing concerning the 
censure, removal, ~F retirement of the judge is 
held. The c,~mmilision' s calie is presented by an " 
attorney and ·b~i;h.':;lli.des may produce evidence, be 
represent~d by cO\ltlsel, issu(l subpoenas ,fbr wit­
nesses, and examine and cross-examin"'~ .\i/itnesses. 
A record is kept of the pr~ceedings of the hearing. 
Upon completion of the hearing, the cOlDII\ission rec.­
oumends,upon an affirmative vote of five members, 
the 4ismisllal of the complaint, or temporary sus­
pension, censure, r.emoval, .or retirement of the 
judge. The Supreme Court, on the baBis of the rec­
ord and recommendation of the commi8llion, may malte 
such determinations and may dispose of the case as 
it !1eems appropriate. 

[Const., Art. V, §9,S.D. CompU,id Law.s Ann • 
Sl6-1A-l, Appx.) 
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Figure 2: SouthDa~ota state·level adn1inistrative'officeof the courts, 1980 ~i 
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t 
CoURT OF APPl!ALS 
12 judgi!s 

SUPlIEKE ,OOURT 
5 juatices 
Jurildiction: , ' 
_ Constitutional issues, right to hold public 

office, wormn's compensation, ,~nd stat" 
reve~ue 18ppea~f;J~ 

_ ConstitiitionaUty of a'statu~,e or ordinance. 
_ Review of appellate court, c!ecisiol\s. 

" , 
, ,\ 

, Wormn' a COll-

COURTer CRlHiiw. APPEALS 
9 judges 

Jurisdiction l " 
-' aeara ail civil except 

thoae specifically 
aas1SOe,r}, ,to the Suprelle 
Court. 

pensation and 
frOll judgments 
involvill8 <>on-
8titutional and 

Juriidictionl , ' ' 
- He,{t~ali cri,dnal appeals 

, "other, public 
lew questions. 

c&aU under post-conviction 
procedure act, feloni~& and 
lliadeHanora (e"cept con­
stitutiol\8l1ty of a atatute). ,. J 

CHAlICER,( OOUaT (18) 
27 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: 
- l!q uHy eases over 

$50, divorce, 
adDption. Civil 
cases (except 
tort). ' 

Appeals from 8(\min­
!strative agencies, 
boards. and co .... ia'" 
81on8~ 

LAW AlII) EQUITY OOURT 
(4) 
5 judges 
Jurisdicti",1I' 
- Concurrent jur.is­

dietio" with Chan­
cery C~urt and 

',Circuit Court in 
equity, divorce, , 
adoption, and cl vil 
cases. . .' 

Appeala frOll General 
Sesdon Court only' 
in Giblon County; 

..... t~ers; , ... t~en. 

CIRCUIT OOURT'(31) 
" 58 judge a 

Jurhdiction: 
- Contracts and dellands 

over ~50 (~3,OOO for 
S01l8 laraer countiea). 
Divorce, landlord and 
t~hant, adoption, 
equity, chancery, 

- All crillinal utters 
(ul)lesa ,a!)other,court ' 
i8 expresaly give!) this 
jurisdiction. ) 

Appeals de novo;, 
Jury triall. 

CRIMINAL roURT (13) 
26 judges 
Jurladiction: 
- Felony and llisde­

.anor utters. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

J 
Crillina1 

l 
____ ... _______ ~r"-.JII.. GibSOn' Countt 

A. ~ on~y. 1I&ttero. 

_ ..... L----~---, JO.'SNILE OOURT (16) GENERAL SESSIOI\S oouaT (92) 
proBATE roURT (3) u, 92 jud 

6 'juvenile judges, gee 

.) 

2 judges, (1 county i 1 Juriadiction: 
judge, 5 general eeaston (7 general sess on, ' _ Civil caaea unde,< $5,000; 
'judges also serve.) trial justice, and 2 d nd t t' r county judge a also landlor a enan, e-
Jur.isdiction: 'nerve.) covery of peraonal pro-
- Administration of" t 't $10 000' equity 

J"",ri' sdic,tion: Civil per yo, ,,", 
estates, probate of ~ and 'caeea under $I,50U'.' SCJle 
wills, and guardian- -·i\dults contributillJ!,,,to courta hear divorce and 
ship Mtters. ,delinquency of minor. crimna1 .. _ • tion 

~ ~ :... o1uvenile matters. .atters. .wor~n ~ Cc.pen.a 
No jury trials. rr r- No jury trials. _ :;~:!:;nor;, (fine leas 

COUNTY" OOURT (68) 
bH judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate, adminiatra­

" tion of eBtates, and 
guardianship .... tters. ioI lito 

- Juvenile matters (if ' 
judge is law trained 
or 1f there ia no 
~tential for con­
fineaent). 

I!P jury trials. 

t lndic.~es rout': of appeal. 

'., 

MUNICIPAL OOURT (~300) 
"192 judges \ ' 
Juriadiction: 
- City ordinance viola­

tions (fine leas than 
$50, sentence less 
than 30 days). 

No:)jury triala. 

'0 

than $50, sente!)ce 1eaa 
than 1 year), prelillin­
ary hearings. ' 

- Juvenileuttera (aal.e 
courta),. 

Ne> jury trials. 

TiUAL JUSTICE COURt (2) 
2 judges ' 
(Lo!'&ted in Ande~Bon and 

,Sevier Countiea) 
Jurisdiction: ' ... 
- Concurrent civil jurie- r" 

diction with General Sea­
dons Court in all 
utter •• 

_ Miadeaeanor uttera (fine 
leas than $50, aentence. 
1ea~ ~b.n 1 year). ' "" 

No jurl'. tri~. ~ , 
~~~ .. ------~ 

\ , 

, l~:~"-r~T"'=";F·'·~-'--·-''''' :'. 
~" 

....,< ~.':7.:~":"~' •. , ...... '-'; .. -."~*-'.::;-~ 
OJ 

.,'" 
' •. ~-'!!\, . " 

', . . , 

,I. ' 

Court of 
last 
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TENNESSEE" 

Court: of Lalt Relort 

1.1 StiPR~ COURT. The Itate is geographically 
divided,1nto thrll!~ grand divisio~", each having a 
ju!iicial capital. ,The Suprll!me Court .itl three 
timel a'year frt each of;the three judicial capi­
tals: Knoxville • Nalhvi.lle , al\d Jack.on. 

[Const,i,tution, Art~cle6, Sec'1tion 2 ; Tennell lee 
Code Annotated (hereinafter T.C.A.) Sections 
16;"201', 16-202, 16:-203] " , 

1.2 Orsanizatiori. ,The Supreme Court doel.not'.' lit 
inpanetl or division •• ,. A concurrence of three 
judges is needed to render a decilion. 

[Const n Ai:t. 6, 12] \S 
1.3 Jurildicti.cn 

a. The SupremeCou~t hal 'no original juriSdic­
tion. 

b. The Supreme Court hear I ~ppeals from th,~' 
Court; of Appeall ~ the Cour,t of Criliaillal Appe.a18, 
and. "bypall" appeiils frorol the trial court's,~ . ,Th.i!le 
''bypau'' &ppeallinclud!! appeah frQlll judgments in 
Cases where there is no testimonial conflict" from 
jucigmentl in wOrkmell'1 compenlationcaael,arid from 
judgments involving conltitutional and other publtc 
law queltions. .,' c, . 

,[T.C.A. 516-304] 
1.4, 'Jul ticel(S) 

a. ' The Chief JUltice il .elected on a rota­
tionalsystem for a term of approximately 19 
months. 

'b. Supreme Court judges mult 'be between3S"and 
70~~ars ,of age, mult be attorneYI andmembE1r:iI' of 

. t,he state bar, andllllltha:ve been reilidentG pf the 
st;atefor 5 "Yearl. No, 1I!0rethan two m,ember~ of the 
court can be from the a.-e grand division of the 
state., , 

c. Supreme Court judges are elec.tedto fI";year 
tel'lliil by ,the' voters of 't:he~ state in paJ,'tis.~,e~ec­
tio~s~, The Governo'r filll a ,vacancy'lby IIppohl~i1lg 
a temporary replacementfr~'1I. the same 'gr:anc;l divi'" 
sion. , ~' 'W·,,/'>· 

[Const~, Art. 6, "12, 3; T.e.A. 'n8~2S'09, 
8-2814(i), 16-301; Executive Secretary I 

1.5 Adminiltration " . ' ., 
a.TheSupreme Court ba. s~pervfilory control 

over the general jtiH.dictioncoutta o'f'thl! .'tate~, 
It exercilesadminlatratiori!lnd .u~ribion over 
the8~,~t'e cour:t sYltem throu8~ the9hie f JUI dee, 
tbe Execut~veSecl'etary ,arid? tile faurge1leral " 
judldiction prel,idinri judges. Referellee Section 
5.1 (c:;eneral administrative "authorit;y). ,'l'heQlief 
Justice, howeve,r~ ha., no Ipec,ific.lly.r,ti~u'1atel,i 
duties ,with regard to the IidminiBtratioliof ,the 
sUpr~meCo~rt .• " , " " 

, b. Reference Section ~.2.b (.t.t'fi~tevel.d~ill­
istrator). ., ' . 

·c. Three clerk., one foreach'grand divi,aion 
o~ the I,tate, are appointed by the judges of the 
c'ourt~p~ 6-year tends • The :c lerklar,e,tes'ponaible 
for maintaining the coUrts' dockeh,keepln~ the ' 

., it " 
courtl'tecotd'h and pUbli,8hlng and, disseminating 
court o.,inio~~,. '" . ~, 

. [T.C.A.ln8-105~ 18~301, 18-302; Executive 
Secretaty;,]. ' . , "",' " 

1.6 Rule-making. ''l'heSupreme Court hal the power 
to preacribe procedural and administrative rule a 
foral1cOiJrta ill the state lubject to t110.1 approval 
of the Itate legislature. EVelY court.in ~:,.e state 
may adopt Illpplelllentary orulel .'e long al tney do 
not con,flict with those :prelcribed by the Sup,reme 
Court. 

[T.C.A. 1116-112, 16-114", 16-117] 

Intermediate Appellate Courts 

2.1.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The court ~8 required,to 
aitfor at least one.· term a year in' each of the" 
three judicial capitals: Knoxville ,~~ashviUe ;"and . 
Jackaon. ' . , , 

[T.e.A. 516-412] 
2.2.1 Organization. The court is a~tl1orized to sit 
in panels of three jUdgel, witb a concurrence of 
two nec,eaaaryto reach a decision.. ' 

[T.C.A. 1116-409,16-413] 
2.3.1 Jurisdiction ' 

a. 'l,'he Court of Appeall has rio origin81 jur19-
diction. 

b. Th~'Court of Appeale' has eppellate' jurisdic­
tion over ill civilcasel 'except.wherettie coti- ' 
stitutiollality ofa Itatute or orc;liriance is a 
determinative issue, where the righ~ of one to bold 
public office is in question, and casel involving 
workmen 'e c~p~psation;st'ate revenue, or writs,of 
mandamUs t quo wkirranto, oUilter, andhabeaseorpus 
wIlere the relator it! being he1el under-criminal 
accusation. 

[T.C.A. 516~408] 
2.4.:1. Judges (12) . 

a. The full court selects a presiding judge, 
and, when li1t:'tiog in 3-judge panela~ each panel 
selectla presiding' judge. Presiding jqpgel .are 
elected'to'8-yearterml. .' 'r'" " 

b. Court of Appeala judges MUSt be between jS 
and 70yearl of age, mult have beeriresidenh ~f 
the Itate for 5 years, and .1DUst be' attorneYI. No 
more than four judgelcan ~e from' the ~ame grand 
diviaiono,f thE! It,ate." , 

c. Court o'f' Appeals judgel are elected to 8"'; .. 
year terma by the' voters o~ 'the state 'at l!tgf!'.· 

['r~C~A. 1516-402;1.6-405, 17-103; E~eel1i:ive 
Secretary] 

2.5.1 Adminiatt-aHcn 
a.. The. pre aiding jlidgel have no formal adJllin.is;" 

tr.ti'l~e duties. 
b'~ There!. RQ,provilion for) an admilliiltJ:'litor 

. fo'r the:' C6urt ,~f 4ppea,1s; Refereqce section 5.2.b 
(8tate~level.dmiriilt'lf.tor). ,'0 (, 

427 

. ii. 'l'heSiipreme~~i:ourt\::1erks' aho serve is .. 
clerks for th~,.,C6urt(;f Appalls ~ .. Reference' section 
1.S.c', 

, j', 
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[T.C.A. 516-406] 
2.6.1 Ru1e-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

b. The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over all cases f~om limited jurisdiction courts. 
Appeals are by triQl de novo. 

[T.C.A. 516-S02 to §16-S12] 
2.1.2 COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. The court i~ 
required to sit for at least one term.a year 1n 
each of the judicial capitals: KnoXV111e, Nash­
ville, and Jackson •. 

ii(T.C.A. U6-447] 
2.2.i:l Orl!.anization. The court may sit en banc or, 
in panel; of three, five, or more. ~ ~jority con­
currence is required to render a dec1S10n. 

[T.C.A. U6-447] 
2.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Court of Criminal Appeals has no origi-
n81 jurisdiction. , 

b. The Court of Criminal Appeals has appellate 
jurisdiction over all criminal cas~s. habeas. 
corpus. and postconviction ~)roceed~n~s attack1ng 
the jud~~ent or sentencing 1n a cr1m1na1 ~a~e, 
criminal contempt proceedings, and extr~d1t~on 

, If the sole determinative quest10n 1S the cases. '. . d' the 
constitutio'lla1ity of 'a statute or or 1nance, 
court does n~t have jurisdiction. 

[T.C.A. U6-44S] 
2.4.2 Judges (9) 

a. The presiding judge is elected from among 
its members to an S-year term.. " 

b. Court of Criminal Appeals Judges mu~t meet 
the same requirem~nts as Court of Appeals Judges 
(reference Section'2.4.1.b) except that .n~ ~ore 
than three can be from the same g:and dl,V181on. 

c. Court of Criminal Appeals Judges are elect-
ed to a-year terms. . 

[T.C.A. SU6-442" 16-443, 16-446; Execut1ve 
Secretary] 

2.S.2 Administration .. 
a. The presiding :judge haa no formal. adm1nu­

trative duties other than to call a meet1ng for the 
consideration of supplementary procedural r,u1es 
(reference Section 1.6). . . 

b. There is no provision for an adm1n1strator 
for the Court of Criminal Appeals. Reference Sec­
tion S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The Supreme Court clerks also serve as the 
clerks for the Court of Crimin~l App~a1s and per­
form the same duties and funct10ns w1~h regard to 
the court's operation (reference Sect10n 1.S.c). 

[T.C.A. 5516-446, 16-449] . 
2.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Sect10n 1.6. 

Courts of General Jurisdiction 

3.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT. Terms of the Circuit Court 
and their duration vary dependin~ on.county a~d 
specific court. Generally the C1rcu~t Court 1n 
each countY has 3 terms per year (each up to 4 
months duration). Certain cqurts are authorized 
to have more than these. 

[T.e.A. U6-207 to U6-236] . .•. . 
3.2.1 Organization. There.are 31 Jud1C1a1 c1rcu1~s 
containing 1 or more count1es •.. There are no spe­
ciali~ed divisions of the CQurt • 

[T.C.A. S16~207 to 516-236] 
3.3.1 Jurisdiction . . . . 

a. The Circuit Court has Jurud1~t1on over all 
~rimiual cases unless another court 18 expr~s~ly 
given this jurisdiction. The court hears c1v11 
cases involving contracts or demands where .the 
amount in controversy exceeds $SO (in some larger " 
counties the minimum amount is $3,000). Uu1es8 one 
party Objects, the court can hear equity or cha~~ 
cery cases, divorce proceedings , 1and10rd-tenan,~i' 
and adoption cases. 

3.4.1 Judges (SS) . . 
a. There is no provision ~or a ch1ef Judge over 

all the circuits of the Circu1t.court. In fo~r. 
circuits that are coterminous w~th Ch~ncery D1V1-
sions (reference section 3.2.~), Q11 Judg~s of the 
general jurisdiction courts S1t as a C0llllll1ttee to 
choose a predding judge. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be 30 yea:s of 
age; must be attorneys, must have been re8~dents 
of the state for S years, and must presently be 
residents of the districts they serve. 

c. Circuit Court judges are elec~ed t~ S-~ear 
terms by the voters of their respect1ve c1rcu1ts. 

[Const., Art. 6, 54; T.c.A. 5117-101, 17:102, . 
17-103, 17-119; Sup~eme Court Rule (here1nafter 
S.C.R.) 4S; Executive Secretary] 

3.S.1 Administration, •. 
a. There is no provision for a ch1ef Judge o~er 

all the circuits of the Circuit Court •. The pres1d­
• g judges of the four individual circu1ts (ref~r­
~:ce ,Section 3.4.1) are responsible for th~ a~s1~­
ment of cases among the courts of general Jur1sd1c­
'tion within their respective circuits. .. 

b. There are no provisions.for,an adm1n1strator 
over all the circuits of t~e.C1rcu1~ c~~rt or for _ 
administrators for the ind1v1dua1 c~r~u1ts. Refer 
ence Section S.2.b (state-level adm1n1strator). 

c. The Circuit Court c1erks.are elect~d to.4-
year terms by the voters of the1r T~spe~t~ve C1r-

; t They are responsible for ma1nta1n'1ng the CU1 s. . . legal ecords and dockets of the court, 18SU1ng 
;rocess recording in the minutes of the c~urt the 
reports'of indictments and judgmen~ execut10ns, and 
keeping the district attorneys adV1sed as to the 
status of the criminal docket. The clerks also are 
responsible for collecting fees and other revenues. 

[T.e.A. 5S1S-l0S, lS-401, lS-4~2; S.C.R. 4S] 
3.6.1 Ru1e-making. Reference Sect10n 1.6. 

3.1.2 CRIMINAL COURT. Terms o~'the Criminal Court 
and their duratiou vary depend1ug ~n.county and. 
specific court. Generally, the Cr1m1na1 Court 1n 
each county has three terms per year (each up to 4 
months duration). 

[T.C.A. 5116-210, 16-212, 16-214, 16-216, 
16-220, 16-222, 16-224, 16-229, ~6:234" 16-236] 

3.2.2 Organization. There are 13.C:1m1na1 Courts 
established to 88sist with the crl,m1nal ~as~load 
of the Circuit Court. ~ere are no spec1a11zed 
divisions of the court. 

[T.C.A. S16~207 to 516-23S; Executive Secre-
tary] 

3.3.2 Jurisdiction . ' • d' 
a.1.iie C7:imina1 Court ha~ concurr~n~ Juru 1C-

tion with the Circuit Court 1n all cr1m1nal cases. 
Reference Section 3.3.1.a. . . . 

b. The criminal Court has apl'~llat~ J~r1~d1~­
tion over cri1llinalcases from lim1tedJur18dl,ct10n 
courts. Appeal is by trial de novo. 

[T.C.A. 1116-S02, 16-S12] 
3.4.2 Judges (~§l . 

Ii.'nle Criminal Courts do not ~av~ ~ ch1ef 
judge or presiding judges for the 1nd1v1dua1 
courts. Reference Section 3.4.1.a. 

. b. Criminal Court judges must meet: the same ., 
qualifications as Circuit Court judges. Reference 
Section 3.4.1.b. , '. • 

c."Criminal Court judges are e1e~ted to S-YEl~r 
terms by the voters of their respect1ve geograph1c 
jurisdictions. 
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[Const., Art .. 6, 54; T.C.A. In7-l01~ 17-102, 
17-103, 17-119; Executive Secretary] 

3.S.2 Administration" 
a. There are nop.rovisions for a chief judge 

over all the circuits of the Criminal Court or for 
presiding judges 'for the individual c\)urts. Refer­
enceSection 3.S.1.a. 

b. There are no provisions for atf administrator 
over all the circuits of the Criminal Court or for 
administrators for the individual coutts. Refer­
ence Section S.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Criminal Court clerks are selected in the 
same manner and perform the same duties as Circuit 
Court clerks. Reference Section 3.S.1,'c. 

[T.C.A. I SlS-lOS, lS-402] 
3.6.2 Rule_aking. Refnence Section 1 .• 6. 

3.1.3 CHANCERY COURT. The Chancery Court in each 
county has two terms per y~ar (each of up 1;0 6 
months duration). Certain courts are authorized 
to have more than these.' ' 

[T.e.A. 116-237 to 116-2Sl] 
3.2.3 Organization. The state contains 18 ~hancery 
divisions consisting of 1 ot more countie.s. , 

[T.C.A. 116-237 to 116-25S; EXEcutive Secre- ' 
tary] " 

3.3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Chancery Cou!'t. has full equitable juris-. 

diction where over$SO is in controversy, and .. con­
current jurisdiction .with the Circuit Court .in all 
actions triable to those courts except for cases 
for unliquidated damages for i~juries to property 
not ~esulting from breach of contract. 

b. Th'e Chancery Court hears appeals I rom, 
administrative agencies, boards, and commissions. 

[T.C.A. 514-S23, 16-601, 16-602] 
3.4.3 Judges (27 chancellors) 

a. The Chancery Court does not have a chief 
judge or presiding judges over the indiVidual 
divisions. Four divisions that a~e coterminous 
with circuits have presiding judges. Reference 
Section 3.4.l.a. 

b. Chancellors must meet thesall1e qualifica­
tions a!l Circuit Court judges. Reference Section 
3.4.l.b. , 

c. Chancellors are elected to, ~-year terms by 
the voters of their res'pective divisions. 

[Const., Art. 6, 54; T.e.A. U17-101, 1.7-102, 
17-103; Executive Secretary] 

3.S.3 Administration ' 
a.There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the diviuions of the Chancery Court or for 
presiding judges for the in4ividual Chancery Court 
except for the four divisions that are coterminous 
with circuits. Reference Section 3.S.1.a. 

. b.There are no provisions for an administrator 
over' aU the divisions of .the .. Chancery Court or for: 
administrat.ors for the individual Chancery Courts. 
Reference Section S.2.b (state-level ,.administra­
tor). 

c. Clerks of the Ch'ance~y Court are appointed 
by the chancellors to 6-year te~s. Th,e clerks 
perform the same'duties 8S 'the Circuit Court 
clerk!!, (reference Section 3.S.l.c). They aho 
have the power to perform as masters-in-chancery • 
(reference Section 6.2.3). 

[T.C.A. 511S-ios, 18-Stii, l8-S02, 18-$03; 
Executive Secretary] . 

3.6.3 Rule-making.leference Secti,on 1.6. 

3.1.4 LAW AND EqUITY COURT. The Law andEquit~ 
Court sits ,in continuou,s se8lion~ 
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3.2.4 Organization. Law and. Equity Courts have 
been established in Blount, Dyer, Gibson, and 
Montgomery Counties. There are no specialized 
divisions of the court. 

[T.C;A. 111~-242, 16-24S, 16-249] 
3.3.4 Jurisdiction 

a~' The Law and Equity Court has full concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Chancery Court (reference 
Section 3.3.3.a) and concurrent civil jurisdiction 
with the Circuit Court (reference Section 3.3.1.a). 
. b. TheLO~'and Equity Court of Gi~son County 

hears' appeal~ from the General Session~ Court. ,The 
rem.ining courts have nQ appellate jurisdiction. 

[T.C.A. 5116-242, 16-24S] 
3.4.4 Judges (5) 

a. The Law .nd Equity Courts do not have Ii 
chief judge or Presiding judges for the individual 
courts. 

b. Law and Equity Court judges must meet the 
same qualifications as Circuit court jUdges. 
Referenc'e Section 3.4.l.b. 

c. Law and Equity Court judges are elected to 
8-year terms by the v9ters of their respective 
counties. 

[Const., Art. 6, 54; T.C~A. 5H7~101, 17-102, 
17-103, 17-119; Executi~e Secretary] 

3.S.4 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for a chief judge 

over all the Law and Equity Courts in the separate 
couuties or for presiding judges for the individ­
ual courts •. Reference Section 3.S.1.a. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the couuties of the Law and .Equity Court 
or far ildlbinistrators for the individual courts. 
Reference Sectiou S.2.b(state-1evel administra-
tor). . 

c. Clerks of the Law and:)Equity Court are 
selected in the same manner and p~rform the same 
duties as the Circuit Court clerks. Reference 
Section 3.S.l.c. 

[T.C"A. U18-101, l8-10S, 18-402] 
3.6.4 Rule-making. Reference 1:6. 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 COUNTY COURT •. The County Court sits, in con­
tinuous cession. 

[T.C.A. 516-707] 
4.2.1 Organization. l'here is a County Court estab­
lished in 68 counties in the state. There are no 
specialized 4ivi~ion,s of the \:o\,lrt. 

[T.C.A. $6-701; Executive Secretary] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction . 

a. The C,o\,lnC;y Couri~ has original jurisdic:tion. 
in the following cllses: probate of wills, letters 
'testamentary, executoriJhips, d~cedents I estates, 
guard~anship, juvenile (unless the judge is not Ii 
lawyer and there is a potential for confinement), 
partitions, name changes, competency hearings, and 
matters involving masters and apprentices. 

b. The County Court has no appellate jurisdic.~ 
tion. ' 

[T.C.A. il6-709i Ex~cutiveSecretary] 
4.4.1 Judges (68) 

•• The ~ounty,Courts do not have presiding 
judges. . 

b. Coullty Coqrt judges must be 30 ye!lrBof age, 
and they must have been.a residenC; of the state for 
S years a~d ,of the counties they serve for 1 year .r;:i. 
befort! belna e1eeted.~ \.1 

!!. County Court jqdgea are elec:ted to 4-year 
terms by the Cjualified,voters of their respective 
counties. 
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[Const., Ar~. 7, §l; T.C.A. 517-101; Executive 
Secretary] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. There are ~o prov~s~ons for presiding judges 

over the counties of the County Court. 
b. There are no provisons for administrators 

over the c~unties of the County Court. Reference 
Section 5,2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. County clerks serve as clerks of the County 
Court. They are elected to 4-year terms by th.2 
voters of the counties. The duties of the clerks 
include managing the docket and records of the 
court maintaining the library of the court, 
administering oaths to and receiving reports from 
administrators of estates, and maintaining certain 
revenue recorda. 

[T.C.A. S18-l05, §18-602 to §18-605] 
4.6.1 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.2 GENERAL SESSIONS COURT. General Sessions 
Court terms vary from county to county. 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.2.2 Organization. General Sessions C~urts have 
been established in all but three count~es. There 
are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[T.C.A. §16-ll01; Executive Secretary] 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The General Sessions Court can hear misde­
meano. cases if the defendant waives his rights to 
indictment information, grand jury investigation, 
or jury trial, or if he pleads guilty. A fine of 
more than $50 cannot be imposed. If the offense 
automatically carries a greater penalty, it cannot 
be brought before the General Sessions Court. 
Generally these courts have originai jurisdiction 

, $' over civil cases with less than 5,000 ~n contro-
versy, all forcible entry and deta~ner cases, 
equity cases not exceeding $1,500 ~n controversy, 
and actions to recover personalty and debts not 
exceeding $10,000 in value. Some courts have 
juvenile jurisdiction. Special legislation ~as 
amended the jurisdiction of the General Sess~ons 
Court in certain counties. 

b. The General Sessions court' has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[T.C.A. §§16-ll04, 19-301, 40-118], 
4.4.2 Judges (92) 

a. The General Sessions Courts do not have 
presiding judges. 

b. General Sessions Court judges must be at 
least 30 years of age, must have been Tennessee 
residents for 5 years, and must have been resid~nts 
of their respective counties for 1 year. Two 
counties, designated by population, have the 
additional requirement that judges be attorneys. 

c. General Sessions Court judges are elected 
to 8-year terms by the voters of their respective 
counties. 

[ A t 6 §4 T'.C.A. S5l6-1l05, 16-110&; Const., r. , ; 
Executive Secretary] 

4.5.2 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the General Sessions Court. . 
b. There are no provisons for administrators 

for the General Sessions Court. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrators). , 

c. Unless a separate clerk is provided for by 
spesi~l legislation, ~he clerk of the Circuit 
Court':~(reference Sect10n 3.5.l.c) serves as the 
clerk of the General Sessions Court. The clerk's 
duties include issuance of pro'cess,setting bond 
in the absence of the judge, colle~tion of fees, 

.-

and maintenance of the court's records. 
[T.C.A. §Si6-lll6, 16-1121, 16-1123, 18-409, 
18-410] . 

4.6.2 Rule-making. The General Sessions Cou,rt u 
subject to the rules. promulgated by the Supreme 
C;lurt. Reference Section 1.6. The jl.\dgeo of the 
court, however, are authorized to adopt rules to 
expedite their caseload. 

[T.C.A. 516-1120] 

4.1.3 PROBATE COURT. The Probate Court terms vary 
from county to county. 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.2.3 Organization •. Three.prob~te courts ha~e been 
established by spec~al leg~slat~on and ex~r~~s~ 
countywide jurisdiction. There are no spec~al~zed 
divisions of the court. 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction" 

a. The probate Court,where established, exer­
cises original jurisdiction. in all probate matters 
initially assigned to the County Court. 

h. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tion. " 

[F.S. Le Clercq, "The Tennessee Court System, 
8 Memphis State University Law Re~ue 185, 461 
(1978), (hereinafter Le Clercq»). 

'h 4.3 Jud es (2' 1 count . ud e and 5 eneral 
sessions judges also serve . . 

·a. The probate Courts do not have pres~d~ng 
judges. . 

b. Two Probate Courts are pres~ded over by 
Pro,bate Court judges. In the remaining counties, 
the Probate Court is ae.rved by county judges and 
general sessions judges. 

c. See Section 4.4.3.b above. 
[Executive Secretary] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. There~are no presiding judges for the Pro-

bate Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Probate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrators). 

c. There are no separate clerks for the Probate 
Court except in Shelby County. The clerk of the 
court that supplies the judge serves as clerk of 
the Probate Court as well. He has duties as 
prescr'ibed by the judge of the Probate Court. 

[Le Clercqj Executive Secretary] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1'.4 JUVENILE COURT. The Juvenile Court terms 
vary'from county to county. 

[Executive' Secretary] 
4.2.4\.Organi~ation. Ju.~enile Cour~s have. been. 
established ~n 16 count~es byspec~al leg,ulahon. 
There are no specialized. div.isions of the court .• 

[Le Clercq] . .' .. . 
4.3.4 Jur1sdiction ' . 

a. The Juvenile Court, where established, has 
jurisdiction over all juvenile matters usual~y 
handled by the' County- Court. Reference Sect~on .. 
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4.3.l~a. . 
,b. The Juvenile Court has no appellate juris-

diction~ 
[T.C.A. §S37-203, 37~:Z04; Le Clercq) 

4'~4.4 Judges (6 i 7 general sessions judges ,I 
trial justice, and 2 county judges also ser~e~ . 

a. The Juvenile Cou'rts do not have preS1\d~ng 
judges. . 0., \ . ' 

b. The requirement's and selectiC?n process for 
each Juvenile Court jtldgeship vary from act to act. 

. . ...-:-. 

\ 

c. See Se~tiQn 4.4.4.b above. 
[Le Clercq; Executive Secretary) 

4.5.4 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

fer the Juvenile Court. 
b. There .are no provisions for admini;zl:rators 

for the Juvenile Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). '. 

c. County Court, General Sessions Court, or 
Circuit Court clerks usually serve as Juvenile 
Court clerks as well. The clerk is responsible 
for handling fees, process, records, and reports 
of the court. 

[Le Clercq] 
4.6.4 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.5 TRIAL JUSTICE COURT. The Trial Justice Court 
terms vary from county to cou~ty. 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.2.5 Organization. The Trial Justice Court is 
located in two counties, Anderson and Sevier, and 
continue~ to have trial jurisdiction in lieu of the 
formation of a General Sessions Court. There are 
no specialized divisions of the court. 

[T.C.A. 516-1101; Executive Secretary] 
4.3.5 Jurisdiction 

a. The Trial Justice Court has the s.ame or~g~­
nal civil jurisdiction as the General Sessions 
Court. Reference Section 4.3.2.a. Justices have 
criminal jurisdiction in cases where the possible 
fine does not exceed $50 and the sentence does not 
exceed 11 months and 29 days. 

D. The Trial Justice Court has no appe~late 
jurisdiction. 

[T.C.A. 519-301] 
4.4.5 Judges (Z.) 

a. Trial Justice Courts do not have presiding 
judges. 

·b. Trial Justice Court judges must be 30 years 
of age, must have been residents of Tennessee for 
5 years, and must have been residents of their 
respective counties for 1 year. 

c. Trial Justice Court judges are elected to 
8-year terms by voters in the county by partisan 
election. 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.5.5 Administration 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Trial Jus~ice Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Trial Justice Court. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Thare are no provisions for clerks for the 
Trial Justice Courts. 
4.6,'5 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. Certain 
rules of civil procedure are statutorily defined. 

[T.C.A. 119-401 to 119-428] 

4.1.6 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court meets 
5 days a week at 3:00 p.m. 

[Chapter 244, House Bill No. 697] 
4.2.6 Organization. The organization of the Mu­
nicipal Court is contingent upon the form of 
municipal government installed. Conl7.equently, 
organization varies with municipalities. 
4.3.6 Jurisdiction 

a. The Municipal Cour~ has juriSdiction over 
violations of.municipal ordinances and charters. 
The Municipal Court also has., jurisdiction over 
other offenses where the fine does not exceed $50. 

b • The Municipal Court has no appellate juris­
diction. 

[Const •• Art. 6. 514; T.C.A., 1140-407. 40-408; 
Le clercq] 

4.4.6 Judges (192) 
a. The Municipal Courts do not have presiding 

judges. 
b. The qualifics.tions of Municipal Court 

judgeii vary according to locality. 
c. The selection process for Municipal Court 

judges varies according to locality. 
[T.C.A. 516-2119, 6-3302;, Executive Secretary) 

4.5.6' Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

over the Municipal Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

of the Municipal Court. 
c. Provisions for clerks vary acco~ding to 

locality. 
[LeClercq] 

4.6.6 Rule-making. There are no statewide uniform 
rules of procedure for the Municipal Court. Con~ 
sequently, each court is free to formulate its own 
procedural rules not inconsistent with state law. 

[Le Clercq] 
/\ 

State-Level Ad~instration 
\' 

5.1. General administrative authoritz. The Supreme 
CO(jrt is vested with supervisory control over gen­
eral jurisdiction and appellate courts in the 
state. The court is. statutorily empowered to IItake 
all • • • action • • • necessary to the orderly 
administration of justice within the state. 1I The 
Chief J,lstice has the authority to temporarily 
assign judicial personnel. Primarily through the 
Executive Secretary, he supervises the courts' 
financial, educational, planning, and operations 
affairs. He is the chief representative of the 
court system. Thro~gh the Executive Secretary he 
supervises the administrative staff. Re,ference 
Section 1.5.a. c 

[T.e.A. U16-330, 16-331; Office of the Execu­
tive Secretary] 

5.2 Office of the Executive Secretary to the Su­
preme Court 

a. This office was created by statute "to 
assist in improving the administration of justice 
in Tennessee." 

b. Executive Secretary 
(I) This position is statutorily authorized. 
(2) The Executive Secretary is appointed by 

the Supreme Court and serves at its pleasure. He 
must have been a resident of the state for 5 years 
a~~(L=:;t be a member of the Tennessee Bar. The 
Executive Secretary is barred from practicing law 
while in office. 

·(3) The Executive Secretary performs all 
duties assigned to him by the &ipreme Court in 
order to expedite litigation and improve court 
administration. He is' also charged with adminis­
tering the judicial budget of the state, providing 
secretariat services for the Judicial Council 
(reference Table 29: Judicial councils and con­
ferences), and .maintaining ''minimum law libraries" 
for all courts of record in the state to the extent 
of his budgetary capabilities. 

c. Office organization. The Executive Secre­
tary .is authorized to appoint a staff of usis-­
tants'. clerical workers, and others as necessary 
to perform his dut~es.. The Office of the Executive 
Secretary to the Suprellle. Court con!!ists of 20 
people: 16 professionals (including the Executive. 
Secretary) and 4 clerical personnel. The profes-. 
sional staff provides support services in the fol­
lowing area!!: systems analysis and programming; 
payroll; education; office management; legislative. 
executive, public,and media i~formation; and plan-
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nin8 and research activities, whict1',:~nc1\ld~ 
cia1 planning. 

[T.C.A. §l6-235 to 116-328; E;lCecutive 
Secretary] 

Ouasi~Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 ALL TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.1 Commiuioner 

a. The positions require 
ers be disinterested parties 
p.r~y to the case. They are 
or clerk. . 

only that commission­
and not related to any 
appointed~y the court 

b. Commissioners are empowered 
poenas and take. dep&sitionB. 

[T.C.A. SS24-920; 24-922] 

6.1.2 ALL TRIAL COURTS 
6.2.2 Special masters 

~ 
to issue sub­

\! 
" 

a. There are no ·forma1 qua1ificati&Ds for 
'special muters. Chancery Court 'c1erks have full 
powers as mas!:ers 'by virtue of their office. Mas.",-
ters are court-appofnted otherwise. . 

b. Special masters are t!mpowered to.cond\ict 
hearings ~ take evidence, and·' report to the' ap­
pointing court !In partir.u1ar' issues. Masters have 
the power to s\lllpoert/l' .. " 

[T.C.A. 518-503;. Rules of Civil Procedure., " 
(R.C.P.) 53.01,53.02, 53.03] ':.,;~.: 

6.1.3 CIRCUIT COURT., CHANCERY COURT, LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT. AND COUNTY COURT ;"'/ 
6.2.3 Commissbner in chancery " 

a. COlllDissiol!.ers in 'c}lancery i.fe'ilpp~iiitedby 
the court and are only required ~:o 1I~. "~e~~l!ct'b.h~. 

~} . 

f reetio'1<lers • II, 
b. TltJi'~e or more' cOlIID:l.ssiQners" are appo'inted 

tQ partitiun and. se1~ land in accordance with !l 
judgmei\tof';the appoint~gg court.' 

[T.O.A. U6-71~.!i23-.2111 to I2l-2:l21] 

Judicial Diaciplin~ 

7.1 COURT OF THE JUDICIARY. 'lbe court cORsists C)£ 
11 persOnS: ~hr~e'PRe.1l.,.p'~1! j\,\dges'i":'appoi,nted by! 
the Supreme Court;; on",ttb1 judge. from each of ;the 
three grand division~6f th_ state, appC)inted by' 
the Supreme Court; ,one practi,cing attorney froll\,' 
each grand di,visi9ii, appointed by'the Board of.,rGov-
ernors; of the Tennessee ,Bar; and, 'two lay persoi/lS, ' 
one appointed ,by each house of the Tennessee.., J,;'egis~ 
1ature. ":' . . . " ".1, 

[T.C.A. 117-804], 
7.2 Authotity and procedure for sanction. Wb~t~ '" 
chargeAlgainst any' judge' is made to the COlirt, ~ 
pre1il1iinuy eXamination 1s madetc) det~rD!ine if l~he 
cop:p1aint i.s., frivo10IJ,a.·or deserviqg o'{: f'Jz:ther at~) 
tihtioll • An I,investigating ,officeI' makeitthis examl;~ 
~nation and rqpoz:ts t9 the court •• I~," minor in" '\ 
frOlction is fOI.ind to have oecurred, '."simple cease \, 
and" del!ist order is .issued. If a: 'iaajr.~ offense is \. 
fOUnd ·t;9 have possibly occurre,d, t,he mattez: prC)- '\; 
ceeds to trial . before the .. c,C)\Irt • .'~e .• ccused has \ 
the right to appeal any a~v!!rse judgq~t of the \ 
court; to the Supreme Court·.. If the Supreme Court '\ 
affirms and t;he penalty imposed is, rempvai from of-" 
fice" ttleju4gllient i,sreviewe,d Wr.theriby the (len­
eraiAssemb1y of the state where a twotthirds vote 
of each house is required for aitualt'remova1. 

Jl'!Q'~.\. 11.7-&1.4 to Ul;"'~~11 
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Figure 1: Texastourfsysfern', 1980' ' 

" 
COURT OPCRIlIlNAL APPEALS 
9 judges 
Juriadiction. 
- Final appellate jurisdiction 

in criDdna,l. eaBell. 

SUP\U!IIE COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction' 
- Final appellate jurisdiction 

in civil and juvenile caSel. 

t ,'''' , , 
,-:~.;.:.:.~ 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS (14)' 
51 judges 

, Jurisdiction. .. "- ,'-Civil appeal. trOllltdal coutts 
~ 

in their respective, supreme 

\ 
judicial districts. 

t " 

Cr!~l 
mat~ertl •. 

.' 

~'il mat~er8. 

DISTRiCT COURT (310) 
310 judges 

T FAMILY DISTRICT COURT , DISTRICT COURT CRIHINAL 
Jurisdiction. 

Civil 
.att 

Jurisdiction. 
- Original jui:!sdiction in 

civil actions over ~500 

COURT 
DISTRIC 

(10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction. 

- Domestic: relations, 
dl vorce' and "annullllent, 

Crhtilal 
_tl;ers. 

era. , 
- Exc1us1v~ birth rec"rda, chilrl divorce, ,title to land, 

conteBted' elect:lo~B. criminal custody and support. 

and p-robate matters. jurisdietion. - Juvenile delinquency, 

- Original jurisdiction in dependency, and 

felony mtters. neglect. ' 

- Juvenile matters. 
Appeals de noyo in probate. 
Jury trials. 

I " I ' , 

COUNTY ,COURT (260) 
360 judges 

CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY COURT (254) COUNTY COURT AT LAW (98) PROBATE COUllT (8) 

254 judges 98 judges 8 judges 

Jurisdiction. Jurisdiction. Jurisdiction. 

- Original jurisdiction in civil - Civil actions under - Limited probate 

actions between $200 and $1,000. i $5,000. Varie4 11111ited _tters. 

Probate. jurisdiction ,over c1vil 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over matters. 

.,{~de .. eanors wi th fine greater 'than - Limited ,jurisdiction " 
$200 or jdl sentence (except where over criminal matters. (J there is a Criminal District Court.) Appeals de novo. " 

AppetL[s',de novo. Six-person jury triaa. 
Six-p.frson jury trials. 

. t 
.. (Some Ifunic1pal and Justice of the, Peace A. 

Court dechions may be appealed to the I District Court.) 

IIllNICIPAL COURT (863) JUSTICE OF TIlE PEACE COUllT (972) 

863 judges 972 judges 

Jurisdiction. Jurisdiction,' 

- Misdemeanors with fine less - Civil/actions under $200. 
Small' claims ~ than $200. . -Crimitv,.'l cases with fine ,1e .. ... Exclusive jurisdiction over Ii 

ounic1pal ordinance violat,ions. than $200. 
Preliminary hearings. Jury trials. 

Jury trials. 

" 
t Indicates route, of appeal. 
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Courts ot'Last Resort 
\' "" . o. 

1.1.1 SUPREME COURT. '. The Supreme Court"hOlds one 
term coineidentw1th the calendar year:,in:;'-Austfn, 
the state capital. . '". 

, [Constitution. Art1clt!v,Sections:3~ 3al 
1.2.1 Organization., ,Tile constitution prqviCies thilt: 
five of the nine Sup'reme Court justices' con'stii:ute 
a quorum and the concurrence 0'£ five ill necessary 
for a dee1JJ:l.on. When'bus:l.nes~require8. th~ cout't 
may sHin ,sections as desIgnated by the court to 
hear argwnent of causes and toconsi\lerappl1ca­
tions for writs oferroro.r .otherpreUDiihary 
matters. 

[Conii't:, Art!. V; §2] 
1.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Supreme Court h8s origlnal jurisdict:io~ 
to 18suenecessirywri.ts and to conduct proce,~dipgs 
for lnvoluntaryretirement Or" removal of' judges. , ,'" 

b~ ~e Supreme ,Cpurt' has stateWide flnal !lppel­
late jurisdiction incivU andjuvenHe cases oniy,' 

[eonst.~ Art. V. §3; Ver.:rton's Annotated CiVil 
;'Statutea (hereinafter V ~A.c.s~h Art~cles 1728; 
'1733; Fifty First Annual Report. Texas Judicial 
Council;' and Third Annual Report. Office of 
Court Administration, Apr:i.11980(iiereinafter 
'1979 :Annual. Report) , \J •. , "", 

1.4~lJustlce8'(9)·· . . .. ' 
a. The Chief Ju~tIce is elected to a6-year" 

term by the quaHfted voters. of th~';iiltate ata geil'-
eral electIdn.' '..,' .. ' 

b. SupremeCourtjust1celit.iuiH: be citizenso( 
the' United States" and' of the~'tate ~must'bi! at 
least 35 .. years of. age. a*d m"J?'t have: been.~rac" 
ticing lawyers or a combi!'4t1/;)n of l~~eX;'3and judge 
of a court of recordtogetti~"forat least, ~O, . 
~an. ].' 

c. Supreme ,Cour.t justl.c~~ are det\~~d(,thi~e .'., 
of them ev~ry 2 years) 1i(,r,~'t'U8an, statewide elec.,­
tions~: '''Ali justices. li1C1f£dln8~theChlef~ 'Just:i.ee. 
ser\re&-year 'oy:erlapping'f~rmc~ VI,I4nc:i.ea. are·· ." 
filled,by,th~'Govern?r:w1#h,t~e .clVtce,ahd'coilsent 
'of' the'. Senate. 'Appoi~tedl jUstices' serve until· the 
ne~tsucceedIng8enler(1l e1eeUon~ ." 'f::i.: . 

(Coniat •• Art. 'Vi '·S§2. 28;"AdmiiiistratiVe \' 
, Directo~; 1!i79'Ar"Dud 'RePort~ .,.9]-': . 

1.5.1"Adm1nlst:rat:ioni ' .... ,,;'."'" I.': ," " 

.;.Tlte~UP'i"emeC6ur(: ex~rc'~8ei .cii!iihQstrat16ri .. ", 
ands"pe'rvld6fl. of the entire C!olii:toY~tein·throtigh" 
the Clilei'Ju8i;~~e~~t'he,' Adlll1.ibtrat1ve DIrector;'f" 
the' Courts, . th~pi'es,'icHng: judges bf:thl!'nlrle" judi­
cia1 cfisttietil .. · DbfHct'coui'tt:9unty p:t:eii!di·.~g 
judges and cou'rtc6ord1tlatoril~ieonstUul:ldM:V .f' 

County" Court: presldlngjUdge •• nd court .cootdina ... ·• 
,toh..~C)prt .• aa~~~lst~at'ors ,~~r·:th~·C?~~tr cou~t~;~t:' 
Law. 'and Mun~c1pal,·C9urt: preatdfng judges. '~!!fer";'" 
ence Section S.l--(Genil!rialilldll1niiifraUvi!'iluthor-;" 
ity.)., The' Chf.~fJu"tlee' hAli!'iib'ispecif!cai'lY· " 
artlcuiat:ed'duHe~, wittl're.ard'\t:o: tlle"tidm:i.~i8tra-' 
tionof the' s.liprellle CoU'tt.; , ....... 1") "n, ;,' " 

b. Reference Sectfon S.2.b (state'''''level admin­
istra~or)~ 435 

c~ The clerk.of'the Supreme Court, it positioil 
authorized by the- consti~ut1on~ . U'appointed, by' the 
c~urt' to a 4-year term. There, are no statutory .' 
provlsionli!for assigi11ng adlli nist ra ti ve '. duties to' 
the clerk.' He hasresponS1bUH~e's 'as'determined 
byth,!' coUrt •. " 

'[Const •• Art. Vi §3;V.A~C~S;;Arts.1718; 
1720] " 

1.6.1 Rule-makirij. TheSupreiDeCburt:l.s constitu­
tionallyempowered to~ke indenforj:e::iiU . 
necessary rules.of ptactice and procedure; not 
incoIlsisteritwith. the law; for the government of 
the court and all other courts of the state. 
Statutes further provide1:hilt in9rd.e~ to c,'onfer . 
upon and relinquish to the Supreme Court.full rule­
maldn~ power in civlljudic1al proceedings.: all 
law8~go~ernlngslichprocedure ,"re repealed~ .There-' 
by ~ "the Supreme Court· is grartted 'full, rUle-mak1ng 
power in clv~lact1on8.The Supreme Court is stat­
utorily autho~!zed to promulgate rules of adm!i1£s­
tratiorifor the:eff1c;1.ent admirt:tstration of justice 
ihehe'state.' When promulgating rules for the' 
adminisfration ofctl,lnin41 justice, the Supreme ,~ 
Court mUlit seek the affvice of the 'Courtqf Criminal; 
Appeals.' , 

,;, [Cc;nat •• Art. V.§2S; .V.A.C.S. Arts. 1731. 
'.11318. 23281;] ::. ,,, 

1.1.2 CbtJRT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. / The Court of 
Crim1nal' Appeitls sits In Austin from thef:Li:st. 
Monday iii October'to the first Saturd~yln 
September each year. ~., 

[Con,t~. Art. V. §5; V,A.C.S!i Ait~ 1804] 
1.2.2 OrganiZation. For the purpose Ci:!.hearing. 
iCase~. the Court of Criminal Appeals!!i8t4J. t : in. 
panels ofthree,judgE!iJ:ii de81gtllited lW:rul~ of>the 
court~ 'In'a'pandof three. twojiiClgi!s constl~ute 
'a quorwn and the, concurrence, of two, fa necessary 
for adech~oih ' T1i~,presicUng judge, iiilaer rules 
establ1.shedbythe>court. must convene 'the court 
en bane 'for'the transaction of"lill other business, 
and may convene the court en bilnc for the purpoilt! 
of headng calieii.,The'courtillust sit,en'bilnc dur­
ing pi'oceeClin8s1ilvo1V1n8'¢.pl,ta~.ptin~slun!!ntancf 
other cases as J:equiredby1aw." WhenC:QM~ti4!(J :~g/ 
banc. fivejUdgescODStitttte'8 quorUlli and the c;i;)n-. 
currence of five ; is.necetJ.ary: fora CleCisl on.f) 

[Const. ; Art'. V , S'4} ; ;, ". 
1.3.2 Jurisdiction' ." . <'Ii i .: ;!' .;. . j) 

'j a~ . The Court of: CtiminilAppeiliihas '. origiUal . ' 
jur:ls~~cUon to issuewrih'of !\i1beas'corpu!lancf'" , 
other ::Wri h·neces.aEj~to .i tli, juri.d~cl;1on. "',' 

"b.~ .TheCourtof:.Ci'lminiil AppealS' hili'StateWlde' . 
fittalappel1ate jurisdiction In ail, cd.irial ,cial!li •. 

·'·{Const. j '·Ari:'. 'v;:;SS} '",,,,,' '.: . 
1..4'.·2:JudliUj"(9)', .• i;" ,;'. ...., 

. a.The Presiding Judge c1s"dected,toa 6-year 
terti by' popularl vot:e"!h' i' partis.1i election. I:; 

b.: Court of Cri!l\inal Appeals j~dge.: i!i\jllt.jieet 
the .aiai!qual1!f;caUons 8S SuptemeCourt juiJd'ces. 
Reference Section 1.4.1.b. 
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c. Court of Criminal Appeals judges are elected 
by the voters of the state in partisan elections. 
All judges serve 6-year overlapping terms. Vacan­
cies are filled by the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. Appointed judges serve 
until the next general election. 

[Const., Art. V, §4; V.A.C.S., Art. 1802; Ad­
ministrative Director; 1979 Annual Report, p. 
10] 

1.5.2 Administration 
a. The Presiding Judge has no specifically 

articulated duties tlith regard to the admi!listra­
tion of the Court of Criminal Appeals. 

b. Reference S.ection 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

c. The clerk, whose position is authorized by 
the constitution, ·is appointed by the court for a 
4-year term. There are no statutory provisions.for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerk~ He 
has responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[ConstJ: Art. V. §5; V.A~C.S., Art. 1808] 
1.6.2 Rule-making. The court has no constitutional 
or statutory rule-making authority. Procedure is 
governed by the Code of Criminal Proce~ure. 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

70.1 couaTOF CIVIL APPEALS. The term of the Court 
i,f Civil Appeals is from the first Monday in Octo­
b ~r of each year until the first Mcmday in October 
~f the following year. 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 1816] 
2.2 Organization. A Court of Civil Appeals sits 
in each of 14 supreme judicial districts around the 
state. Eleven courts currently consist of three 
justices, two of whom constitute a quorum; and the 
concurrence of two is necessary for a decision. 
Three of the 14 Courts of .Civil Appeals consist of 
six justices and may sit in panels of not less than 
three justices. The concurrence of a majority of 
a panel is necessary for a decision. Effective 
January 1983, a fourth court will consist of six 
justices. Each of the remaining courts·will con­
tinue to consist of three judges. 

[Const., Art. V, §6; V.A.C.S., Arts. 1812, 
1817] 

2.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Courts of Civil Appeals hsve limited 

original jurisdiction.to issue writs necessary to 
enforce their jurisdiction. 

b. The Courts of Civil Appeals have interae­
diate appellate jurisdiction in civil cases only 
from trial courts in their respective supreme ju­
dicial districts. 

[Const." Art. V, §6; V.A.C.S., Arts. 1819, 
1823, 1979 Annual Report, p. 10] 

2.4 Justices (51) • . 
a. There is no provision for a chief justice 

over all the supreme judicial ~istricts of the 
Court of Civil Appeals. Each of the 14 supreme 
judicial districts has a chief jU8tice, who is 
elected to a 6-yea~ ,. t~rm by the voters of the' dis­
trict in a general election. 

b. Court of Civil Appeals justices must meet 
the s~liIe qualifications as Supreme Court justices. 
Reference ' Section 1.4.l.b. 

c. Court of Civil Appeals ju,tice" are elected 
by the voters of their respectivedi.tri~ts. They 
serve6-year ov~rlapping terms. , . . 

[Const., Art. V, §6; Administrative Director] 
2.5 Administration 

a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

justice over all the supreme judicial districts of 
the Court of Civil Appeals, there is a chief jus­
tice.however, for each of the 14 supreme judiciml 
districts. The chief justices have no specifically 
articulated duties with regard to the adwinistra­
tion of the Court of Civil Appeals. 

b: There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Court of Civil Appeals. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c.The constitution provides that each Court 
of 'Civil Appeals may appoint a clerk ill the same 
manner as the Supreme Court. The.re are no stat­
utory.provisions for aasigning·administrative 
duties to the clerks. They have resporisibilities 
as determined by the court. 

[Const., Art. V. §6; V.A.C.S!~ Art. '1831 to 
Art. 1836] 

2.6 Rule-making. The ,Supreme Court makes rul~s of 
civil practice and procedure and rules, of cO~,rt 
administration for use in the Co\irt of Civil 
Appeals. 

[Const., Art. V, §25;V.A.C.'S., Arts. l73i~ 
2328b] 

Court'of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. Each court holds at least two 
terms per year •. 

[Const., Art. V, §6; V.A.C.S., Art. 1919] 
:'302 Organization. The constitution Pt'ovides that 
the state will be divided into as many single-judge 
judicial districts a~ provided by law. There are 
approximately 310 sep4r~te .District Courts, iden­
tified by separate numbers, each having lts own . 
j~dge and geographical jurisdiction. In a number 
of areas, the geographical jurisdiction of two or 
mc?~ District Courts is overlapping. The court 
sits· at7the county seat of ea.ch county included in 
each respective geographical district. Statutes 
determine which District Courts ate.ptimarily re­
sponsible for cdminal, civil, orfoily lIiatters. 
Geographical locations of Family Dis~rictCourts 
and Criminal District Courts are provided in the 
statutes. For administrative purposes, the state. 
is divided into nine administrative judicial dis­
tricts. each headed. by a pre aiding judge. ,-3 

[V.A.~.S., ·Arts. 199a, 200a, 1926a, 1926-1 ~. 
~.; 1976 Annual Report, p. 6; Admiriistrative 
Director] 

3.3 Jurisdiction . . 
\ a. T!le District Court.has original jurisdiction 
in all felonies, cases of divorce, title to land. 
contested elections, ciVil matters ~nvolving *500 
or more, a.nd probate utters. In addition, .these 
courts have general jurisdiction over ,all causes 
of action for which a .. remedy or jurisdiction is nqt 
provided by~aw or bythe'conatitution, and have 
the power to iasu~ necessary writs. 

Most District Courts exerciqul both criminal 
and civil jurisdiction, but in the metropolitan 
areas~ there is a tendency for the courts to s"­
clal1zein 'either criminalor'civil cases." Several 
District Courts are .~cifically eatablished by law. 
and designated as Crimin~l Dist~ict Courts~ In 
general these, courts exerc:ise exclusively 1,:l~1,minal 
jurladictlon,' altho~gh in some, courts the jJ;.~1;.s.. . 
diction has been increased to ,include .. civil li!atters 
such .i divorce., d"penilent, and. delinquent chi;Ldren, 
adopt~on, aildhaj,ea~ j;orpullproc;eedlngs. 

. In additiC)n, F,mily Dia.trict Courts have 
been creati!d. by lawt:o.replac~. ~me8tic Reladon. 
Courts andilpecial Juvenile Courts. Each has the 

I{ .. ' 
t . jl . 
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jurisdietion Ih~d power provided for the District 
Court by the constitution and 'laws of the .state. 
Its juri_sdictlonis concurrent with' that of 'other 
DiBti:icf Courts in the ·county in which it tis lo­
cated. A Family District Court has primary respori­
dbii':!.ty for,·, cases involving family law matters. 
Statutes specify, however,tbat the act creating 
them.does not ,limit the jurisdictiOn of other Dis­
trict Courts nor Telieve~ them (If responsibilltyfor 
handling cases involving family law matters., 

b. The District Court has appellate juri!Jdic­
tion in probate iaatters'and generill superVisory 
control ovei' Coma..issioner I s Court s (made.up of one 
commissioner from each of the four county precincts 
and the ~ounty judge, who. serve as the cOunty 
governing board).' ' 

[Const., Art. V, §8; "I.AcC.S. ,ATt. 's 1906 to 
1918, 1926a, 1926-1 !!:~. seq., 2339, '~2342, 
2352; 1976 Annual Report, p~ 17] 

3.4 Judge a (310) , . .. 
a. There ,is no provision for a chief judge. over 

all the districts' of the District CO!1rt. There is 
a presiding judge, however, fot each of the nine 
adDrtnistrati ve judicial districts • The presiding 
judges .are appointed by the Governor to 4-year 
terms wit'h the advice and consent of the Senate. 

b";; District Court judges must be cit hens of 
the United States and of Texas, must 'have been 
residents of the diStrict for 2 years, must" be at: 
least age 25, must be licensed to practice law in 
the state, and must havebel!n a practicing"lawyer 
or judge for 4 years. To qualify as a pres'±'dlng 
'judge of·an administrative judicial district, a 
person must be a regularly elected district judge, 
a retired district judgl!, or an active ·or'retired 
appellate judge ~th judicial exper1!!nce on a 
District C01,lrt who~. if Tetired, voluntarily retifed 
from office •. , The person must reside within the 
,,!strict and must have certified his willingness 
·to serve as a presiding judge., 
. c. District Court judges are elected by the 
qualified voters of their respective districts at 
the general election. 'They serve 4-year terms • 

[Const., Art. V ... §§7, 7p, 28; V.A.C.S., Arts. 
200., 1884]' 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provision for a chief 

judge over all the districts of the DiStrict Court, 
the presiding .judges of the administrative judicial 
diStricts are re'sponsible for the ad.mlnistration 
of their respective diStricts. Eachpresi!1ing 
judge may assign any active or retired, :district 
judge residi~g within his adminiStrative Judicial 
diStrict to serve in any of the district':"level 
courts Within the district. Thepreslding judge 
of one district may request the preSiding judge of 
another to asslgn district judges from his disttiet 
to sU in a District Court of the judge making 'the 
request. !be presiding judge convenes an annual 
conference'of the judges within the administrative 
judicial district to consult on the state of the 
busIness in the courts.' In any 'county :In wh~ch 
there are three or more district-level courts, the 
judges of those courts mayele~t a presiding j!ldge 
who,. subject to the loc,!l rules, may assign and 
transfer cases arid judges among the courts in the 
county. The. law alsoprov;l.des t~t, I!~~j~c;tto 
the local ruies, the presiding judge may appoint 
presiding judges ·for court.s assigned to specific 
daB'ses of cases sl.\ch as civil, criminal, or juve"" 
nile. Pursuant 1:0 specific court-creating leg18-

. c~" ' 

c 

latibn,' distr~ct ju4ges in o~her.count~es may 
select presiding judges. 

h.There is no.provisi:on £'01': :an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. 
Reference Section 5 .2. b(state.-level adml'nistra"-: 
tor). The Criminal District Courts and the .Dis­
trict Courts of geheral juriSdiction il:lcounties 
with a popUlation greater than 700,000 that give 
preference to crimihal cases may establish and 
maintain a court coordinator system, and designate 
the duties to be performed by the coordinator to 
,improve criminal justice and expedite 'the proces ... 
sing of criminalcaaes through the Distd:ct (:ourh 
Court ,coordinators 'are appointed by and serve at 

~,the. pleasur~ of tl;1e District, Court. There' are ·no 
statutory provisi9ns for court co~rdinators .or 
administrators((for the Family DiStrict Court or, the, 
DiStrict CQurtemphas:f.zing civil cases. . 
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c:. The ~onstitut1onprovides for the election 
of a clerk for the,DiStrlct Court ·of each CQunty , 
every 4 years. The district clerk also serves the 
Family and Crill!iniil DiStrict Courts in the same 
county. In ·counties .. wlth a population, under 8,000, 
il single clerk is elected to perform' the dt'it'les6f 
the district: clerk and thecoulltyclerk unless a 
majority of the qualifieci,voters electtok~ep the 
offices pf cqunty and distri,ct clerk separate. 
There are no I!tatutoryprovlaions for assigning 
administrative etudes to the district Clerk. He' 
has responsibilities as deteniin~d by the d,~urt. 
Four statutes provide for'the appointment by the 
district judges in a county of an "assignment 
clerk". to s~rve ·the c'ourts in the setting of cases 
and disposing of.cases. 

[Const., Art. V, §§9,20; V.A.C.S., Arts. 
119(11), 119(14), 199(37), 200s. 200b, 1894 to . 
1905, 19·26a. 1926-1 ~. seq., 2092 subd. l8a, " 
2093c, 2093d, 2093e,2093f; Administrative . 
Director] 

3.6 RUle-making. The Sup~eme Court is empowered 
to make 'and enforce all· necessary rules of civil 
procedure and pr~ctice and rules of administration 
for use in the DiStrict, Court,. Cri1!!inal· procedure 
'is governed by the Code of Criminal Procedure. An 
annual Conference of District Judges (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences) in 
ellchadminlstrative judicialdlstdct is convened 
by the presiding judge.!, The conference,is empow­
ered to aclopt rUles for the administrat1,on of ¢ases 
in the administrat~ve.distri~~. In any county .in 
which there are three or more diStrict-leVI!"! . 
courts, the· judges of those courtslilay 'lnakerules 
governing assignment, docketing, transfer andhear-' 
ing o~ cases, and rules of pra,ctice'and procedure 
not incoilliiStent with statutes or the Texas RUles 
of Civil 'Procedure. 

[Const., Art. V, §25;'V.A.C.S., Arts.\200b, 
1731, 2328b; 1976 Annu81 Report, p.36j 

Courts of Llmited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.101 COUNTY COURT. The Texas Constitution pro~ 
vides for Ii; County Court in each "County presided 
over .,y tile county judge. To relieve the cali!mdar 
con$estlon of the.single CbnsUtutional COUnty' 
CourtS; tbe legiSlature haa ~stabU8hed spee1al 
courtS'caUed Probate CourtS and'County Courts at 
Law in certain coullties hIlvinglarge populations. 
'lbeConstituUodil'CountyCourt liIustholciat least 
four terms fo:r 'bothcriminalandcivl1buslness 
annualiy.. The 'County Court at Lavholdsterms 
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beginning on the first Monday in Feb:r.uary, Heay" Au­
gust, and November. The cCll.\rt remains in ses"ion 
,for 3 weeks provided it stays open at ,all times 
for the transactiO!l of probate business. c' 

[V.A.C.S., "Art. 1961; 197.9 Annual Report, p. 
9; Administrative Director] 

4.2.1 Organization. The constitution provides for 
8 County Court of Record in e~ch county .ofthe 
state with ~ne ju&ge per court. Each County Court 
at Law is 10cat~d at the county seat, with one 
judge per co~rt. 

[Const., Art. V, §l.5; V.A.C.S., Art. 1970] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Constitutional County Court has exclu­
sive .original jurisdiction over all misdeme~no~s 
involving a fine in excess of $200 or a jail 8~n­
tence, but criminal jurisdiction does' not exist ,in 
any county that has a Criminal District Court. 
The Constitutional County·.Court h~s jurisdiction 
in the forfeU:ure of bonds, and may ~J3SUe writs of 
habeas .corpus u~less such jurisdiction was confer­
red upon the Di'strict, Court. The Constitutional 
County Court has exclusive original jurisdiction 
in civil cases where the contested amount is be­
tween $200 and. $5'00, and concurrent jurisdiction 
with the District Court in cases involving between 
$500 and $1,000. The court has general probate 
jurisdiction. The original jurisdiction of the 
speci~l county courts (County Caurt~ at Law"and 
Probate Courts) varies accordi~g to the Statute 
under which each court was created. The ~:ourts 
have varied names, reflecting the fac.t that some 
of these courts are intended to exercise ~ubject- . 
matter jurisdiction in only limited fields, such 
as criminal, civil, or probate; but the names do 
not always disclose their complete jurisdiction. 
All County Courts at Law.have civil jurisdiction 
over cases involving up to 45,000. The Probate 
Court handles probate matters only. 

b.,The Constitutional County ,Court has de novo 
.appellate jurisdiction .in cases tried in the Muni­
cipal an~ Justice Courts when the amount in 
controversy exceeds $20. . , ' 

Some County Courts at Law have appellate 
jurisdiction over c~,ses appealed from Justice of 
the Peace or Municipa:t, Courts,~ 

[Const., Art. V.§16, v.A~c.s., Arts. 1949, 
1950, 1960-1, 1960-2. 1960-3, 1960-4, 1961, 
1970, 1970a, 1970-1 !!. seq.; 1976 Annual 
Report, p. 18; 1979 Annual Report, p. 8] 

4.4~1 Judges. There are 254 judges serv.ing the 
Con6titutional County Court, 98 judges serving the 
County Court at Law. and 8 judges serving the Pro-
bat'e Court. . " 

a. Statutes provide that the' judges of court:s 
having county-level criminal' jurisdiction in 
counties with a population over 1,500,000 in which 
thera are nine or more such courts may select" from 
their number a presiding judge. The presiding 
judge is elec.ted bY a vote ,of two-thirc;ls ,of the 
juc;lges of such courts. He is~,~lected to a term of 
6 months and serves until his -successor is .elected. 

b. COJ:).stitutiopal County Courtju,dges must be 
"well informed in ,the law of the state." There are 
no further qualifications forpresidi~g j~dg~s.; 
Qualifications for judges of'theCounty C6urt at 
Law and Probate Court va~v3accor~~ng to the statute 
that created the court. l:iome .include .2to 5 years 
of experience as It practicing'attol1ley !ind the re­
quirement of residence in the county •. 

" 

c. Constitutional, County Court judges are 
I,<~t 

\,l:' 
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elected by the qualified voters of,their respective 
counties. Theyserv~4-Ye!lr terms. Selection may 
vary, but County Couit I!t,La~ ,judges are generally 
elected in count1'ide partlsan.~lections; 
vacancies between .elections arefiUed by county 
commisBioner,s. Terms may vary "but are. generally 
4 years. , 

[Const., Art. V, §§15, 28; V.A.C.S., Arts. 
1934d, 1970-l!! • .!!S..; 1976 Annual Report, 
p. 19; Administrative Director] 

4.501 Administration 
a. Presiding judges exist in counties with a 

population greater ~han 1,500,000 in which there 
are nine or more courts having county-le~el crim­
inal jurisdiction. The presiding judge presides 
at any session of the judges of the courts and is 
an ex officio member of all committees created by 
the judges pertaining, to the administration of 
justice and the dispatch of business. The presid­
ing judge is chief administrator of the office of 
Coun,~y Court coord1:nators. He bin charge. of pre­
trial release ar.~ other court-related services in 
misdemea~or cases. 

b. In counties with a population over 
1,500,000, ,a court manager and coordinator system 
may be established for the Const1,tutional County 
Court and t.he County Court at Law exercis1.ng crim­
inal jurisdiction. The courts may by rule desig­
nate and set out the qualifications of and duties 
to be performed by theco~rt manager and coordina­
tors t~ improve crlm1~1 justice and, .expe~1te th~ " 
processing of criminal cases through the County, 
Courts. A County Court at Law that has criminal 
jurisdiction in a county that has. lIlor·e than one 
court may establish and maintain It' court 
administration system if approved by the 
Commissioner's Co~rt. Reference Section 3.3.b. 
The courts designate the duties of the court 
administrator, who is appointed by and se,rves at 
the pleasure of the judges of such co~rts. 

c. The constitution provides for, the election 
of county clerks every 4 years, who serve ~s clerks 
of the Constitutional County Court. Clerks are ' 
authorized to issue marriage licenses, administer 
oaths, take depositions, act as county recorder3, 
and keep. court records. The county clerk may 
appoint deputieso 

In general, the County Court at Law and the 
Probate Court,are served by the county clerk. 

[Const., Art. V, §20; V.A.C.S., Arts. 1934b, 
1934c ,. 1934d, .1935,1:93&, 1970-1 !!.seq.) 

4.6.1 Rule-making. The Supreme Court'may promul­
gate rules of civil procedure and practice a~,~~ 
rules of administration for use in the County' 
Court. ., Criminal proce;,!~~e is governed by the Code 
of criminal Procedure. t~~ judges of courts having 
county~level criminaljurilldiction in counties with 
a population over l,500,0001n which the.re are nine 
or more such courts may adopt rules n9t inconsis.., 
tent with .theCode of Criminal Procedure and the 
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure for practice and 
procedure~n such courts~ A rule may be adopted 
by a two-thirds vote of. the judges •. 

'[Const., Art,. V, §25; V.A.C.S., Arts. 1731, 
1934d, 2~28b) . 

4.1.2 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT. Each justice 
holds a term of his court for 'civil business once 
in each montll. He may tran~ilct business' O\\t. of 
J;erm time",asauthorized by law. 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 2;'80) 

{l 

. " 

\ 
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4.2.2 Organization. The constitution. provides .that 
each county is to be divided into between four and 
eight justice precincts, each ,of which has one 
elected justice of the peace. If a precinct 
includes a city of 8,000 or more inhabitants, one 
additional justice is elected. The Justice of the 
Peace Court also functions as a Small Claims Court. 
. [Const., Art. V, §18; V.A.C.S., Art. 2460a) . 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a.The Justice of the Peace Court has original 

jurisdiction in both criminal and civil cases when 
the amount in controversy or the fine does not 
exceed $500. The Small Claims Court has jurisdic­
tion in disputes over unpaid wages and salaries 
when the contested amount does not exceed $200 and 
in controversies over uncollected bills when the 
amount does not exceed $150. Justices may issue 
,warrants ~nd conduct preliminary hearhigs. 

b. The Justice of the Peace Court has no appel-
late jurisdiction. 

[Cons~t, Art. V, §i9;V.A.C.S, Art. 2460a; 
Code of Criminal Procedure, Art. 45.18, 
Sections 2.09, 16.01) 

4.4.2 Judges (972) 
a. The Justice of.the Peace Court does not have 

presiding judges. 
b. There are no formal qualifications for the 

position of justice of the peace. 
c. Justices of the peace are elected by the 

voters of the,prec1nct. They serve 4-year terms. 
[Const., Art. V, §18; Administrative Director) 

4.5.2 Administration , 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Justice of the Peace Court. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Justice of the Peace Court. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Justice of the Peace Court. The justice himself 
is charged with keeping books and records. . 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 2383) 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The Justice of the Peace Court 
has no constitutional or statutory rule-making 
authority. Criminal procedure is governed by the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, Arts. 45.01 et •. 'seq. 
Civil procedure is in accordance with the-Texas 
Rules of Civil Procedure ." 'rhe Supreme Court may 
promulgate rules of adminIst:~aUon. 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 2328b; Alfministrative Director] 
Ii 

4.1.3 MUNICIPAL COURT. Whed! terms exist, they are 
determined by local ordbland~. 

[Administrative Dir'f!ctorjl . 
4.2.3 Organization. Authori;led by statute, the 
Municipal Court is establish;~d in cities, towns, 
and villages of the state. !,~etrop()litan cj.ties may 
have JD,ore than one Municipal Court. Ther<e are no 
specialized divisions of the' court. 

[V.A.C.S., Arts. 1194, l:1.94A, 1200a et. seq.] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction ' -c:' 

a. The Municipal Court lias original and exclu­
sive jurisdiction ove:r ordrl:nance violations (pri­
marily traffic offenses) '. ! .'nd concurrent .jurisdic­
tion with the Justice of t).\e Peace Court in misde­
meanor cases resulting fro,Di~iolations of state 
laws within the city 1imifcs;;w.h~~e punishment does 
not exc:,eed /l $200 fine. ,~ ~~ . 

b. The Municipal COU1:t hu no Bppellate juris-
diction. J 

[V.A.C.S., ~rt. l19~] 
4.4.3 Judges (863) , 

a. If the Municipal Court has,more than one 
judge,t~e:toca1 governing ,body may deSignate a 
presiding judge. . 

br Qualifi~ations for M~nicipal ~ourt judges 
vary according to municipal ordinances; ~owever, 
in the courts of record the judge must b~' a 
lic~~~ed attorney. 

c. Municipal Court judges may be appointed or 
elected, as governed by municipal charter. They 
generally serve 2-year terms. 

[V.A.C.S •• Arts. 1.194, 1196, 1197, 1198, 12008 
!!. seq.; Admbiistrative Director] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. Administrative duties of presiding judges 

.in multi-judge Municipal Courts are locally deter­
mined. 

b. There are no proviBiort~ for admi~istrators 
for the Municipal Court. Reference Section 5.2~b 
(state~.J.evel admin:i.s~ra~or),. 

c. Clerks are sele.Hed by the city gClverniIlg 
body or, if provided by brdiiulnce, the city secre­
tary serves as clerk. Administrative resp9nsi­
bilities are locally determined. 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 1200] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. The Municipal Court has no con­
stitutional or statutory rule-making ~uthority. 
Pr~,cedure is specified by the Code of Criminal Pro- '. 
cedtire, Arts. 45.01 !!.~. The Supreme Court may 
promulgate rules of adminiBtratiCln. 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 2328b]'" . ", 

State-Level Administration 

'" 5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court is statutorily authorized to promulgate rules 
of administration for the ~fficient administration 
of justice in Texas. When promulgating rules for 
the .administration of criminal justice, it must 
seek the advice of the Court of Criminal Appeals. 
The Supreme Court supervises and directs the Office 
of Court Administration. The Chief Justice has a 
number of responsibilities relating to the assign­
ment of judges. Reference Section 1.5.l.a. 

[V.A.C.S., Art. 2328b] 
5.2 Office of Court Administration 

a. The Office of Court Administration is 
authorized by statute. 

b. Administrative Director,of the Courts 
(1) The position of Administrative Director 

of the C~urts is authorized by law. 
(2) No ststutoryqualifications are pre­

scribed. for the position. The qualifications are 
determined by the Chief Justice. The Administra­
tive Director is appointed by and serves at the 
pleasure of the Supreme CClurt. 

(3) The Administrative Director supervises 
the operations of the Office of Court Administra­
tion and serves as Executive Director of the Texas 
JUdir.Ial Council (reference T&bie 29: Judicial 
councils and conferences). Under the direction and 
supervision of the ChIef Justice, the Administra­
tive Director performs a number of dUties, includ~ 
ing making recommendations regarding forms. 
methods, and systems used in clerks' offices and 
,ot'ti~r offices serving the courtli;",examining dockets 
and practices and procedures of th~ courts, and 
making recommendations for the efficient adminis­
tration of justice; preparing alid submitt:i;ng budget 
estimates of state appropriations for the mainte ... 
nallce and operation of the judicial system, and 
studying and making recommendations on the expen.,. . 
diture of state funds; and preparing an annual 
report of the activities of his office to be pub:" 
lished i~the annual report of the Texas Judicial 
Council. ' , 
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c. Offic~ 'organization.Th~?:Office: of"Court . 
Administrati~n consists of 16 people:' 7pr~fes-: "., 
sionalsl,;(includingthe Adlli\'l:!,strative, Directol:) alia 
9 clerical personnel. The professional staff pro­
videa ~upport services'in the'following areas: 

Q systems analysis t programming .~omputer operations • 
forms development. and field repl:esentation;court 
services; payroll; ,.ccounting, ~udgetin.g; e,rid pur­
chasin,~ ;pertonnel.:fstems ar(d i()f~i~e"na8ement;, 
legislative. executiv~~ publicI 'and ,media irifo~~ 
tion. 1egis1at:lve' l1,sison; and execut~va liaison;" 
and in planning and research activities. which 
include statistical compilation. ruearcb. evalua·' 

, .. :~ion,\; stathtica1analysis. legal services; and 
"ifegifa1litive drafting., . 

[V.A.C.S •• Art. 2.;328b;Adlliriist;rative Di~~9t.9rL, 
. ~ 

Qilasi';'Judicial, Officers" 
~ if .. 

6.1.1 COURT OF 'CRIMINAL APPEALS 
6.2.1 Commissioner." . ,,'. ,;, 

"a. TI1-t:'prleaid1ng .. judge of the Court of; Crimin,al' 
Appeals.';:~\:~ the con~~rre~ce of a majority.of the 
judges of the~ou~t, liiiIy appoint a consent:i~g co 

retired oract;,ive appe~:J.~te or d1str~ct judge, to, 
sit a,s ~~mmhsion,er, of 'the court."" .: . 

b. In ' Igeneiia1:. the"collllllissioner"dds and 
assists the Cpurt of . Criminal Appeals in disposing 

c, oftbe business before it land discharge.' iIIuclf ,", ';:'" 
dutieS ~'s. may be assigned'by t~e ~,C!9rt. 

[V.A.C.S •• Art. 1811e] (';;-:-
,"".' "I; 

6 .1. 2 COURT OF "CRIMINAL APPEALS 
6.2.2 COllllllission 

a. The Court ofC;imina1 Appeals may appo~nt.a 
commission, composed of two'ati0;fneyswith t\les.a. 
qualiticat;ions'as judges of the cour~.'fqr a2-year . +-:. . -
term. .. .' , 

b. The.collllll1sa1on is established for'the aid 
and asSistan'i!e of the court' and must dis~harge , .,' 
duties as may be assigned. 

[V.A.C'.S •• Art.1811e] 
, ,:.' 

Judicial DiSCipline: 

\' 

II" 

Ul\~~'ijlNWftiIjl:E"'~::~: •• 

'~ .'. 

7.1, state 'Comlsaion.on: Judlcial Conduct.'. The 
cOliiJllis.iori cODsist$'i'g,ff .eleven. members~(ls follow!I: 
t1lfO Co,urts. ,o,f" civ!i Ap~a1s, 'justices, j:wo District 
Court judges, ,and one ju" tic:eof~~~\le'peace, chosen 
by the Supreme Courtwlth t;~eadv~eand consent 0 

"of the senate; 2 meabe!;s o~ tl\e state bar with 10 
yeaz;~' of experience, cho,i4en by; 1:he Boa:r.cl of 
i>~rector.8 of the state ,bar; an,d four, nonlawyer 
citbens; chQsen by the Governor w1::,h the advice 
."d'conrient'of the·Se.nate_ 

, " [cQluit •• Art. V ,. Sl:-a);.i 
7 .2Autborityandproceclure for sanction... Appe1-
·lIi.teana'dbt:r~ct:' judges' may be removed for cause 
by impeachment ,or address. Dhtri,ct judge!l'may be 
removed torcauee by the. Supreme Cou;l;t ~pon the. 

. ~O!DP~~~~t" of 10 or mo~e lawyers practic1ng in the 
cour.t heldbysuc~ judge'..CQunty officers includ­
ing county judges and justices of th~ p~ace may be 
,r~aoVfJcI~prcause~ythe judg_s of' the»iatrict 
Cqurtii Any justic,eor judge of any sta~e or local 
court' in the' stiattl m!iY: bes~iipended •. tailaov~4. or 
l.nvoll1nt!id1y ;r~tiredfro~ 'office for c.uiie\',bi~~the 
Supreme Court uponrecollillenda,tion of the. ~tatt;, 
ComDiission on Judicfal c::onduct. Th~ cOlllllissibn.may 
.cena,ure a ".-mge for cau.e • The cOllllllisslCln rece! vee 
couiplaintsan4mll,kes·:!,nvesUg~tion. as l'ecessary. 
.~t~r e~nvestig.ti0n.',~'!le .. cQ!IIIIIlssion. may. issue a 
reprilll8ncr or insti~ute formal proceedings .concern ... ·· 
lilg"'cen.'IJ:e,r~m6vi1, or'ted.'reaelWof the judge; 
or it mat reque~t the Supreme Court to ,ppoint an 
ac.tive.or retiredappell!lte or . diStrict ; judge as., a 
.ast~r to hear and take eviden~e and 'report, his " 
,.f:(~dl,ngs to. tll~. cO~111'lQn.If the collllll1,sll,ioD, : 
find_good cause.ltifJiiuesan order of public cen­
iJure.or recollllllends to th~ Supreme Court the removal 
oi retirem.nt·of the judge. The Suprem~ Court ~,as 
&t,ltnority t:ot.ke final action. unltlsii a Supreae 
Court justlceJs the. judge in question, \,atw~ch 
timl!:'fina,l'decision will bedeteraine4,by.a,tr;lbu­
,nal of seven Courts of, Civi~~ppeals jiliit1ces 
,~lected by lot. '.' . 
. [Cons.t •• AJ.'t.V; SSl-a,24, Art.~ XV. SSt, 2., 

6; 8;V.A.C.S •• Art. 59668J 
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Figure 1: Utah«ourt system, 1980 

SUPJlJ!H!! COURT ,~ 
5 jUI~ip~a 
Juri.diction, 

I .,. Reviewli final judgment. of Diltrict Court: , " 
equitycal,". on queationa of bO,th law and factI 

" , law c~;,ea on ques~ion of law only. 
- All appealed Civil actiona over' $100. ' 
- Direct r~v1ew of aOll8state,'adllinlstrative ruli'!lla. 
- General revie,w of lower court. c .... appealed to 

District Court on con.titutional issues only. 
- ReViewi· judgments of Juvenile Court on aelected 

baala. 

" 

n ,,' 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 

, ·1· 
24 judges 

DISTIllCT COURT FAMILY COURT 
Thos" JHr1:idlctlon: Jurisdiction: 

allowed - Original jurl,dictlon in - Divorce and other 
by Supi ... e all civil actions except dolleati!, relations 

Court. tlloae' heard in the casel. 
Family Court Division. 

- Original jurisdiction 
in all criminal matters. 

Appeals h"ard de novo. 
Jury trials. 

" , 

f 1 
JUVENILE COURTS ~5) CIRCUI,!, COURT (12) JU~TICE COURT (210) 
9 judges 33 judges 170 judges 
Jurisdiction: " 

- Jurildicti(!n over CIRCUIT COURT .SHALL CLAIMS JUSTICE COURT SMALL CLAIMS 
adult .lIisdemeanors Jurisdiction: COURT Jurisdiction: COURT 
comm1tted against - Ci"U actions JurIsdiction: - C1 vil actioDs Juriadiction: 
children. under $5,000. "' Small claims under $750 ex- - Sull clams 

.,. Ezplualve juris-
" 

,,- Ki8d~~anors, I!Ilder $4QO. eluding real under $400. 
diction over prelimtnary property, tax, 
federal lind atat. hearings • or .. 11 claw 

, "ttara, delinquency; ,.. Exclusive e •• el. 
dependency, neglect jurisdiction - Cla .. II and C 
of juveile. under over munici- C lliademeanors 
the age of 18. pal ordinance (fine Ie •• than 

- Juvenile t raf1'ic violations. $300, .enten'ce 
cI.ea. Ie .. than 6 

IIOntha). 

t Indicates route of appeal. ' 
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UTAH 

Court of Last Resort ,. 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court sits in Salt Lake 
City and holds at least three term •. of court.' 
annually.' Q. 

il [Constitution, Article VIII, Section 4] 
1.2 Organization. The Supreme Court'doe" not sit 
in panel's, becaurie the constitution requires that 
a majority of the justices constituting the court 
is necessary·toform a quorum or tender a deci.ion. 

[Const., Art. VIII, 12] 
L3 Jurisdiction, . 

a. The Supreme Court has original jurisd}ction' 
to issue writs of mandamus, certiorari. pJ!'ohibi-:-
tion, quo warranto, and habeas corpus. : . 

b. The 'Supreme Court has appellate juriridiction 
and the 'power to issue writs as necess~ry fot,the: 
exercise of that appellate jurisdictiotl. 

[Const~, Art. VIII, 14] 
1.4 Justices (5) 

a.The justice with the shortest elected t~rm 
remaining: to be served is designated Chief Justice 
and serves the remainder of'hiu term in this capa­
city. 

b. Supreme Court justices must 'be at. least 30 
years old, must be active members of 'the' bar and 
in good standing, must be learned iltthe'law, and 
must have been reSidents of Utah fot 5'years pre­
ceding selection. 

c. Supreme Court j\istices'are selected by the 
GOVernor from a list of three nominees .elected by 
the. Supreme Court Nominating Commi.aio~(reference· 
Table 12: ChsrBlCteristics of judicial nominating 
comissions). 'The justice serve II until the next' 
general election,w~en i"t is. necessary to run fei 
the judicial office if opposed, or run for reten-' 

·tion if unopposed. Justices irtUtah aervelO-year 
terms. .. . . , 

[Const", Art .,VIll', 12; Utah Code Annotated 
(hereinafter U.C.A.) Sections 20-1~7.l, 
20-107.2, 78-21;"1] . 

1.5 Administration 
a. The Judicial Council (reference'Table 29: 

Judicial cOllncils and conferences)has general . 
administrative authority over all the' adult ttial 
c.ourts. It exercises adillinistr~tion and .upervi-
don over these courts~hrQugh the Chairman oi;cthe 
Judiciril: Council (who is .fl18o the chief judge oe 
the .District Court), the Admirihtratorof the 
Courts,presidin'! judges of, the District and Cir ... 
cuit Courts, and trial court administrators. Ref­
erence Secti9n 5.1 (General administrative authQr .. 
ity) • The Chief Justice adlilinishrs the Supreme 
Court and superviaesl:he sJaff. . . . 

b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin-
istrator). . . ." 
.' .... p.' The clerk- i~.ppoirited by ·the·SbPt~~{ Court 
an!i s¢rves at its pleaiure~ There are no formal 
proviSions fOJ: assigning adliliniBtrative'O a~He8 to " 

·L~· ." .," .. 5'f: .. ~:" 

the clerk~ The Clerk ha.s responsibilities as de­
termined by the.court. 

[Const:, Art. VItI, 514; Administrator of the 
Cou~h] 

L6 Ruie-makirig. The Supreme Court has' the po~er 
to prescribe rules for all courts of the state, and 
.00 rules' maysl1persede those of' the Supreme Court. 
Administrative ''policy is promulgated by the Judi'- . 
ciill Council. Reference Table 29: Jadicial coun'­
cUs and conferences. 'Every court is empowered to 
make rules, not inconsistent with law, for its own 
government.. 17 . 

[U.C.A. U78-2-4, 78-3-bH3 ), 78-7;:'6] 

Intermediate Appellate Cou~t 

2.0 Tllete is no intermediate appellate court il\ 
Utah. 

Court of Generitl Jurisdict·j.on 
i;";-

3.1:' DISTRICT COURT. The f5istrict Court is always 
open fC)r the transaction of busineliB. 

[U.C.A. f18 ... 3-aJ 
3~2' Organization. The ,iH.,trict Court ~its at the 
county-seat of'each ~ounty.The state is dIvided 
into'seven judicial distdctswith at le~st one 
District Cou~t judge per district. A Family Court: 
Division of the District Cj)urt is optionai ~ithin 
each district. In iiddition, the District Court may 
h~ separate divis~ons, such as criminal, i::idl, 

. and p~obate •. ' -
[Gonst., Art. VIiI, 55; Administrator of the 
Courts] , 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The District Court has original jur,il!diction 

in all .criClinal a~d civil. matters not' excepi:ed by 
constitution or law; Italso'exerci.es supervisory 
control over ail courts of limited jurisdici:.ion .and 
iii empowered te issue writs 8S necessary to effect 
all orders.' .. . 

. Domestic relations. cases are heard in the 
Family Court Div:ision in those Diritrict CouJ;ts 
which have that separate division. " 

b~ The District Court'has appellate jurisdic­
tion overall apPeals from' courtll of! limited' juris­
diction.. ApPeals' from the Juvenile Court 'art! taken 
to the District Courtunlesll a direct appeal,tC).~the 
Supreme Court, is allowed. . , ' 

[(:onst~.Art.VIII, 57; U.C.A. 178-3'"'9]' 
3.4 Judges(24)~' ThE! number of judges in the bis­
trict Court is specU~ed by .'!,~atute and ranges from 
1 tQ 11 per district,;' ." t~ , 

a. The. chdrman of the' Judicial Council (refer­
ence Table'29:' JudiCial'coundls and conferencelj) 
is also chief jud~e over al~, the dis.tricts of t!le 
District Court:·~· . He is elected by the judges of 
those' courts.' d In multi-judge districts, the ju"ges 
of the di'atri'c"t· ielec·t -. >'pi'eaiaing judge. ';'1 
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b. District Court judges must be at least 25 
years old, must be active members of the state bar, 
must have been residents of the state for ~~.years 
prior to selection, and must be residents of the 
distric:!;~ in which they serve. 

c. "Diiltrict Court judges are appointed t() fill 
vacanc~es by the Governor from a list of three 
nomine~s selected by the District Court Nominating 
CODlDi~'sion (reference Table 12: Characteristics .' 
of judicial nomi'llating commissions). They serve 
until the next general election, when it is neces­
sary to run for the judicial office if opposed, or 
run fo'c retention if unopposed. District Court 
judges serve 6-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VIII, 55; U.C.A. 57-3-22, 
20-1-7.7, 67-8-4; Rules of Practice in the 
District Courts in the State of Utah, Rule 1.2] 

3.5 Administration . 
a. The chief judge over a~l the districts of 

the District Court (chairman of the Judicial Coun­
cil) hss general administrative authority over the 
District Courts as well as all trial courts of the 
state. The chief judge has. the authority to ensure 
adherence to law and rules and forms adopted by the 
Judicial Council (reference Table 29: Judicial 
councils and conferences), to promote the proper 
and efficient functioning of the courts, and to 
issue orders as necessary to establish uniform ad­
ministrative practice and procedure. The duties 
of the presiding judges of the seven judicial dis­
tricts are not specifically articulated. 

b. There is no provision for an administrator 
over all the districts of the District Court. In 
each of the seven judicial districts, the position 
of trial court executive has been established. 

c. The county clerks are the ex officio clerks 
of the District Court. There are no formal provi­
sions for assigning administrative duties to the. 
clerks. They have responsibilities .as determined 
by their respective courts. .', 

[Const.,.Art. VII, 57; Const., Art. VIII, 514; 
U.C.A. 5517-20-1, 78-3-22; Administrator of the 
Courts] . 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts"of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 (;'[RCUIT COURT. The Circ;uit Court holds four 
terms 0:£ court annually.' 

[Administrator of the Courts] 
4.2.1 Organization. The state is divided into 12 
circuits. ~e Municipal Department. qf the circuit 
Court replaces the former City COl.lrt. The .Small 
Chims Court 'is a division. of the Circldt Court. 

. [U.C.A. Sl78-4-6, 78~4-9] . 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The Circuit Court may exercise criminal 
jurilldiction in violations of municip,al ordina~ces 
and in all misdemeanors. The Circuit: Court' has 
civil juriSdiction in actions where the monetary 
amount in dispute does not exceed $5,000. This 
jurisdiction is concurrent with the Jl.lstice Court 
where the sum claimed does not exceed .. $750. 

The Small Claims Cqurt, Division ,baa juris­
diction over cases involving a monetary .mount of 
$400 or less. 

b. The Circuit Court has no appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

[U.C.A •. U78-4-7, 78-4-7(:2), 78-4-8, 78-6-11] 
4.4'.1 Judges (33) 

•• In circuits. that have more than one judge, 
a presiding judge is elected by th~ judges of the 
court. 

, " 
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b. Circuit Court judges must be at least 25 
years old, must be active members' of the Utah ~ar, 
must have been residents of the state for at least 
3 .years, and must be residents of their circuits. 

c. Circuit Court judges are appointed to fill 
vacancies by the Governor from a list of qualified 
nominees selected by the appropriate Circuit Court 
Nominating Commission (reference Table 12: Char­
acfer~stics of judicial nominating commissions}. 
They serve until the next general election, when 
it is necessary to run for the judicial office if 
opposed, or run for retention if unopposed. Cir­
cuit Court judges serve for 6-year terms. 

[U.C.A. IS20-1-7.2, 20-1-7.7, 78-4-13, 
7~-4-l3(2), 78-4-27] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. The presiding judge controlscas~load man­

agement, superintends the preparation of a court 
calendar, presid,ea over meeting!! of Circuit Court 
judges, initiates administrative policy for the 
court, atld supervises the work of' the trial cOllrt 
executive, whom he may appoint where authorized. 

b. The position' of trial court executive is 
authorized in circuits with sufficient workload to 
warrant an admitlistrator. 

The trial court executive is in charge of all 
administrative services for the Circuit Court at 
the trial level. The duties of the executive 
include: . 

(1) Administration of all staff services. 
(2) Personnel, financial, and records admin­

istration subject to standards set by the Judicial 
COl.ln~i,l. ' 

(3) Liaison with the bar, news media, and 
public. 

(4) Management of facilit.ies and equipment:. 
(5) Reporting to ~he State Court Admini.stra­

tor concerning operations of the court. 
'c. Clerks hold statutorily-a~thorized offices 

~n~,~~re appointed by the presiding judges (or the 
liingle judge in a I-judge circuit) of the Circu~t 
Court.· ,Inmultipl~ clerk courts, the senior clerk 
has supervisory duties. Where the position of' 
exec;utive is establillhed, this person aho serves 
as clerk. There are no f~rmal proyisions for 
assigning adminitl.trative duties to the ~lerk. The 
clerks'have r~sponsibilities as dete~incd by their 
respective ~ourt8. . 

'[U.C.A. 5578-4-25, 78-4-25(c)~ 78-4,-27, 
18-4-28(1); Administrator .of the Courts] 

4.6.1 Ru1e-maldrig. Reference Sectio~ 1.6. 

4.1.2 JUSTICE COURT. The Justice Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[Adminiltrator of the Courts] 
4.2.2. Organization.' The geographical limits o~,the 
jur.i.sdiction of the justices of .the peace are the 
boundaries o~ the county, city, or town for which 
they are electl!d or appointed. Tel'ritorial juris­
diction. is restrictl!d to county boundaries in cri.~­
inal matters. Any municipality not having a Mtins,:o­
cipal Department of the Circuit Court may appoint' 
a justice .of the peac~. ' 

,The Small Claim.!' Court is a division of the 
JusticeCQurt as well as of the Circuit COl.lrt. 

[U.C.A. SSlO-6~74,·78-5-l; Annual Report. p.' 
76]' , 

4.3.2 Jurisdiction 
a. TlleJ?stice Court has. criminal jurisdiction 

in ~lass B. iand C mhdemeanorsPllnishable by a f~ne 
less than $3QO or. by illlprilonment not exceeding 6. 
monthl. The Justice Court has civil jurisdiction 
within the respective localities in IIcl;ionswhere 
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<lamages or rem!!di!!s do. not !!xcee<l.$150. 
Small clliims JuriSdiction: in the Small Claims 

Court division is limited to $400. . 
b. The Justice Court has no appellate' jurisdic­

tion. 
. (U.C.A. 1578-5-2, 78-5-4(a), 78;6-1] 
~ Judges (170) 

a. The Justice Court does not have presiding 
judges. 

b. Justices of the peace must be qualified 
voters of the localities in which their courts are 
situated. 

c. Justices of the peace are elected in parti­
san ~lections in county precincts. In cities and 
to~~s justices of the peace are appointed by the 
mayors, with the approval of the local governing 
body. Any municipality that does not have II Mu­
nicipal Department of the Circuit Court may.appoint 
a justice of the peace. Justices for county pre­
cincts, cities, and towns seJ;ve 4-year terms'. 

[U.C .A. S 510-6-30 .. 10-6-"32, 10-6-74, 
10-6-74(1), 17-6-6, 17-16-5, 20-3-4, 20-12-1, 
75-5-1; Administrator of the Courts] 

4.5.2 Administration 
. a .• There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Justice Court. 
b. The,re are no provisions for administrators 

for the Justice Court. Reference Section 5.2.b. 
(state-level administrator). 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Justice Court. 
4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

4.1.3 JUVENILE COURT. The Juvenile Court sits in 
continuous session. 

[State Court Administrator] 
4.2.3 Organization. The state is divided into five' 
Juvenile Court districts. There are no specific 
provisions for court location. There are no.s~e­
cialized divisions of the court. 

[U.C.A. 555-10-66] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Juvenile Court has exclusive original 
juris4iction over matters' involving any child who" 
has violated any federal, state, or local law 
before becoming 18 years old; any child who is 

. neglected or dependent; and any child who is beyond 
control of guardians. It also has the authority 
to·determine custody of any child; 'to terminate . 
legal parent-child relationships; to grant judicial 
cons.ent regarding marriage, employment, or enLilt­
ment of a child; and to provide for .the treat~\~nt 
of a mentally defective child. \1 

b. The Juvenile Court has-no appellate juri~-
diction. ~ 

[U.C~A. 155-10-77] 
4.4.3 Judges (9) . • 

a. The presiding judge over all the districts 
of the Juvenile Court is elected by the Board ·of 
Juvenile Court Judges (made up of all the Juvenile 
Court judges) for a I-year term. The districts of 
the Juvenile Court do not have presiding judges. 

.:. b. Juvenile Court, judges muat be members of the 
" Utah State Bar and are chosen on the basis of .bil­

ity, judicial temperament, special aptitude for . 
Juvenile Court work, and experience with juveniles. 

~. Juvenile Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor from a list of two or more candidates nom­
inated. by tlte Juvenile Court C()IIIDisaion (reference 
Table 12: Characteriltics of judicial nOminating 
commissions) and serve 6-year terms • 

[U.C.A. 1155~10-70, 55-10~7l] 
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4.5.3. Adminiltration " 
a.The presiding Judge over the. fiVe districts 

of the Juvenile Court has general supervision over 
the Juvenile Court to ensure uniform adherence to ' 
law and to the rl.lles and forms adopted by the Board 
of Juvenile Court Judges, and to promote the effi­
cient functioning of the Juvenile Court subject to 
the supervisory powers of the Supreme Court., The 
presidi~g Judge,. with the approval of the Board of 
Juvenile Court Judges, appoints the administrator 
for t~e Juvenile Courts. There are no provisions 
for presiding judges for the Juvenile Court dis­
tricts. 

b. The administrator over all the districts of 
the Juvenile Court is appointed by the presiding 
judge:, subjfi!ct to the approval of the Board of 
Juvenile Court Judge's ,and performs duties as 
assigned. There. are no provisions for administra­
tors for the Juvenile Court districts. 

c. Clerks of the.court .reappointed by the 
judges of the cou~t in those districts where the' 
volume is sufficient to warrant a clerk. There are 
no formal provisions for assigning administrative 
duties to the clerk. The clerks have responlibili,," 
ties as determined by their respective courts. 

[U.C.A,~ 5155-10-71, 55-10-72, 55-10-73] 
4.6.3 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. The 
Board of Juvenile Court Judges establishes. general 
policy for the operation of the Juvenile Court and 
formulates uniform rules and fo~s governing prac­
ticeand procedure in the court. The Juvenile 
Court is subject to the supervisory powers of the 
Supreme Court. 

[U.C.A. 55j-lO-71] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. General 
admini~trative authority for the trial courts 
throughout the state 'is granted to the Judicial 
Council (reference Table 29: . Judicial councils and 
conferences). Reference· Section 1.5.a. 

[U.C.A. 578-3-21' (3),]. 
5.2 Office'of the Court Administrator 

a. The Office of the Court Administrator is 
established by statute • 

b. Administrator of thi COllrts 
(1) The position of Administrato~ of the 

Courts is establish!!d by statute. 
(2) The Administrator clf the Courts is se­

lected on the ~asis of professional ability and 
experience in public adminilitr,ntion. He must have 
an understanding of court proctldure as well ~I the 
nature and significance of other court services. 

The Administrator is appointed by the Supreme 
Court and serves at the pleasure of the Supreme 
Court and/or the Judicial Council. 

(3) Urt4er the general supervision. of the 
Chief judge of the District Court and within policy 
guidelines establish~d by the Judicial Council, t,he 
Administrator performs the following duties: 

(a) Organization, .d~inistrat:ion, and 
supervision of all nonjudici~l activities and non­
judicial officers. 

(b) 'Implementation ~f standards and 
policies' established by the Judicial Council. 

(c) li'ormulation,and administration of 
II system of personn~l administration, incluaing 
training programs. 

(d) Preparation and administ~ation of 
District Court budget and fiscal activities. He 
assists the Circuit and Justice Courts in budgetary 
procedures. ,,\ 
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UtClh .tQte-lev.ladminlstrativeQHi~.of the, courts, ~ 9,80 

State: 
, ,Cq~rt, 
A'lld.nf~tr.tor 

Deputy 

- Liat80n With eleci:ed 
Mudd8 

- Hed1:~' relations ' 

. Court 
Adlliniai:rator 

""" .... .,'!"'!". -~"c"'o~'urt operat1oJlal re8"';ne1bi11ty, 
'- Continuing education' and conferencel 
- Leaillative 11allon ' 

. -, Leg1al.~ive draftlng 

Aadltant 
.. Co,;rt 

Ad.dniiltrator ' 

- "Judicial "planning su~~!a1on 
'- F1acal control 8upervie1on 
.;, .State judicial inf"nia tlC!li ly8t~ 
~ PerloJlnel ad1l1n1atration , 
.;; "Beiittle. and equip.ent l18naa;eMrtt 

~----~~--~"-'--, , 

Court Plal\l\e!' 
and Pilcal 
Analy.t, 

';;-J~iclal planning 
- BUdget and finance 
- Federal lirant. support 

• - tEO. office 1181I.on , 
- Education" and ... inar 

r''''''t 
' ... Off1ce 

Hanager 

fi .... _ ..... ~-. 
- O(f1ce an.a;l.nt 
- Inventory, purchelina. 

and procureMnt 
- Payroll luperv1lion 
- Peraonnelproc"la1ng 
'- Internal l1!irarj 

'. 

.et1np " 
- Judic1a~ and nonjudicial 

travel ' 

"., ~' 

"" '," 

.," 
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(e) 
AI aaaigned by 
Council. 

General adlllini. tta t i ve fUnction'."""":,,, i 
the chief judge or the .~udicial 

. ' ',M> Li~i.on w~th' the admini~~rator o~ 
the JUY.nl~e" Court, and, wlth governmental a!\d. pn­
vate groupa hning .n interell~ in the ac;lminist;J:'''-
t ion of the. co.urt a" ' " 

, c. Office or,anizat'ion. The O.fficC! Of the 
,. Court Adminiatrator cousiata of aeVenpeople: four 
(;.,;profea .. iona1a (inclu~ing the Admini.trator of tJt'e 

Courts) and three clerical personnel. The staU 
providea aupport .,ervices in thefol'lowing ar;eali: 
information syateii'is, courtaupport services; fi­
nance and budget: acti:vitieareduc-ation' and .tt'aiJl':"\' 
ing; persol,'lne1; public informaton .nd U,ai~on 
activit;ies; and, planning and. research activ,i.tie.s. 

[U.S.C. 178~j-19 to I7S-3-26;Stai-e COUrt . 
Adminiatra,tors, <po lOS; Adminis~J:'at;l)r of the 
Court.s] 

AI., ;~, 

';~.:-

~-JudiciaJ.~;,Officers 
• ,- 1~' • \ 

6.1 JUVF:HILZ'COlJRT 
6.2 Referee" 

a~Juvenile Court referees' mu8tba graduates vi.' 
of accredited law schools ~nd.are aiipointed by;' and.; 
aerve a.t the pleasure of the Judgesof;.~the court. " i','j 

• . ". 'J " 

.: ' 

\/'\ 
,l':':'c':: ',I 

.,/ .f /1 _-', 

\;;~)T~; 
II b. ;Jt.venile ;Court,re.tereea may hear anY cue" 

in the court's jurisdiction in ~he first instance, 
"and report all fin~in8s and r,\cortmendations to the 

court. II " I. \\' 
'''" , \ 

. [U.C.A. IS~-10"7S] \, 
."~1 ~"'."""''''''''''\ .: \-

Judici'iIl Di.~l;~line \ 
- .' .«~ , ' "",.\ . !~, -.~. 

7 .1Co_iniQn on Judicial guali fie~. Th.e" 
cOlllllill:sion,,::onliat~'''Qfthe follo~in(p two melllbeJ;'s 
of theHod~e JUdiciary Commit~~e, appointed by the 
.p~~~er;: o~f. thl!., House of Repre~enta~ive, for 2":year .. 
teJ:'ms; two mem~ers of the Senate Judiciary Coaunit-' 
tee,.ppoint.edby~he, president of the. Sell~te for 
~-year; terms; and three members of the ~oaJ;',,!1 of 
commissioners ,Of the 11I:a11 State Bar, appointed by 
the board for 4-year terma. 

(U.C~'A. S4?-7".8(a)] 
7.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The9om­
misSion on Jud'icial Qualific.tio~s conducts i.nves­
tigations of judieial miscon!.:\uct and order. heal'''' 
inss ,concerningretirelllent or removal of a jUdge., 
R,ec9Jll!lencia'i:il)n~'are ~ae to the Supreme (:ourt . 
regarding removal, s\lsp'ension, cenliuri!l, or ret ire­
'~ntof,a justiceer judge. The Supr_{~e Court 

. J~evi~ws. "the recOl:dof prQcecding8 and'"makes tbe 
. ;final determination. . .' "',c" 

. [ti~C~A. 149-7-8(e)) " '{\'D''')~ 
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Figur~e 1: 

suPitEHI! COURT 
5 judges. 
Jurisdiction: 

Vermont court system, 1980, 

_ Final appellate jurisdiction in all 
civil and cr.i!'dnal cases. 

DISTRICT COURT" <,16) 
14 judges 
'Jurisdiction: 

o 

- Civil actions under $5, 000 (except 
title to real estate); small claims 
under $500; me.ntal health matters; 
and URESA cases. 

- Crilllinal cases with penalty less 
thsn life imprisonment. 

- Tr"ffic matters. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 

matters. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates rotite of appeal. 

.SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
10 judge., 28 assistant judges 
Jurisdiction: 
:.. original and exclusivejurisdictio!l over 

civil actio'ns over $200, title to real 
estate, .and domestic re.lat1o;ns "matters! 
~cept those made cognizable to the 
District Court. 

- Original jurisdiction [,over criminal 
matters (mostly felony). 

Appeals' de novo from Probate Court. 
Jury trials. 

Questions 
of·llaw. 

PROBATE co\JRi (19) . 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: . ,.,: ' 
- Exclusive probate, """rqiamih1? 

and .adoption jur1sdictiun. 

. "Iaat . J 
Court.of 

......... ,' 

Court of 
8fll1eral 

ju.isdiction 

Courts of 
1:f.mited 

jurisdiction 

'" The .District Court was created as a court of limited jurisdiction, but has steadily incre,ased 
its scope to include almost all crilllinal business except for homicides and casea where the sentence 
may be life imprisonment. 
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'VERMONT 

Court of Last Resort 
,,: .. ' 

1.1 SUPRlHECOURT.Generalterms are held in w , 

MontPelier on the first 'Tuesdayin'F,ebruary~' April •. 
June. Oc~o".er. ~nd De~eabl!r.()f ea~hY~!r.. '.' ~~C;lal' 

,=,e;:=;=~1iiOi:7"'.ho be.l,elclatsu.chol;l~er t+\1Ies and. 
places .. the jusdces may app()int. :," . ..' 

. (4 VeJ:llOnt ~tatute •. AnnoC:ateclr: (l.tereinafter 
, V.S~,A:) &;cfiQIl 8].' , . 1, 
1.2 Orsanuahon. 'l'he ~prepie C01Jr~ doe~ not .,i,t 
in paJl.el~ o~ divisions.. . . 
1.3.Juriitdict1on 

•• ~ 'Jhe Supr~e Court DIllY issue tiel;:e!lsary write 
in aid of its.ppelJate. jui;i..di~~iQ~. .' , 

b. !.l'fie Supl:'eme ~()UJ;.~ exerl;:ises IIppe11ate juris-
3",~iction in aU. cases; crim1nal and civil ~ . 

(Constitutio~. chapJ;~~ II. ~~tion 3(); AV.S~A~ 
112. 30]' , .' . . c. 

1.4 Justices (sl . 
a. 'lbe Chief:, Justic:e is appointed'bY the Gov­

ern0J;. "ithtlte .~vice and cOl!-sent o.f.,the ~enllte. 
from • list 9f npminee8 c~,:tifi~!Jby:theju~icial .­
Nominating Board . (refererll:~ Table 12: CharacteriS­
tics of judicial nominatingcoillmissions}. The're i& 
no: requirement, that., then()IDinee8 be' .... Qclat-e jus­
tice~ Qfthe ,court. He ·serVe!lhis;.full term in 

~",. thiarole.' , . ..' Q 

b. A Sup.::ellH! CQUrt justi~~,:~st ha;'e bee~ an ,. 
a,ttot1ey ellgaged in' the p~~c;t~c:e'of l~" .or, 4 j!idge 
in Vermont for at least 5 out of the. lO,years pre-

'(~~~eding appointme~t. ~' ','" '. ',. 
'... c~ 'lbeGovernor. with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. filla vacancies in, tliej)ffic:e!l ot' 
Supre..eCourt jU8tices lind .sUperior anCt.Di!l!ti'~ct . 
Court; judges from aUstQf ~oaiine¢s c:ertj,ffed by 
th'e .Ju«!icial Npminating lklard •. ,,)'u&~~i!!~8 8ei'Ye ~':!' 
yearteius. • If a justice .Whhe,to . suc:e,eed hiui-~\ "/ 
self. he 1llU8t file a declaration .to be,8ubmitted , '0 

to 'themembera Clf, the~nerdAal!embly' for It' ,vote' 
on his retention. If the,ujority'votes'to ~etairi. 
him in, office. he .1IiS>' remain. "fo~ anoth:er .term. tf: :: 
the maj ori tY'vote' '~gains f his" re~enHoll' Jhe . 
office is v.cant. !1pon expii'adcin of his term. ' 

'») (Conl~ •• C1t~ 'n.U32.34; 4 V.S.~. lI4.3, 
601.,.602.603J.,. "" .. ,. 

1.5 AdminiStration '.'. 
a ..'l.t1e ~preme C0!1rtha,:a4minia tradve 'control 

o,:,et: ali ;'t~e co~rti.9( !:h~ _~a~e.~e:Chj~~Jl,li~ 
tlceh811 the power of gerieral. supe;rv18~pr. .He ex­

. ercileq administration and .1,I~ryi!lion .. 0v~r 'tbe., : 
ent'ire' cQuH. syst.m through tb'e'S,t.te Court Admin-

< istratcrand:t.be adlD1n1111:rative judge for trial, 
courts. Refer~nce sectionS. i {General admitiis-"' , 
trative ,.l,IthoritY~ ~ .. The Chle.(Ju's'!:ic:e olnaY, , .1~9 
appoint retired justices a.nd Ju'dgei t.o special a.':;' 
aigiliDent.all permitted under tJle rules 91 the Su-/ 
preme Court ~ " .' . . . . . .;': ' " '..'/. 

b. R,ftrenceSectionS .2.b (state-ievel: lidltiin-
istr.tOr)~ , ' ',. '" ' 

"I' 

'. '(~c' ".' .,' ',.' " " .. ,' . 
c. The State Court Adminiitrator (reference' 

Section j .2·.b) 'serve •. a. clt!!rkof the" ~pri!lg~, 
Court: , .• He.i- .1'e'1~~n~iblejor th(fo~~~;ng dut~~.: ',,' 
depo81t1~~ br1.fs~nd other papers i:eq\i1r~cl to tie. 
filed with hb~ inth.e .state librarY;'adlli1'ilistering 

... .' >~4.r • • ' : 1-'~'- • ,'.,. " ,-, ,.-". "I, r._· -', < 

oath .. ; . 1!I81nta1n1pgdo~~~ta .and othel'r~qu1,i:edi., 
rec()rd!l!lnd< pa"rs; rec~ii~~ing orel~rll ot.J:'ecOlilDen­
dations. and ~pPeal. from\o'r~ersf1"011 the 'JucliCial' 
Re8pon8i~iUh'~~ard;:,.rl!ciivin$ ,iC*.i.~ation.a~d ," . 
ballots, ~O'f .~le~ti9il. Qf'tllr~(tiar r~pi:esC!!nt.tive~ 
to the Judicial NOIIinat~Il$B9~rcl ; h.,1,1 illJ , s!ib~:, .' 
poenas; .and sending copies of ~~reme Court o!!clerii 
of di!l))4tinent ·or ,s!Jspension ,!:ot~~der~.'~f· every 
.courttll. tbestate.ndtothe~ hiib\~S~'ilppellatl\l 0 

court'f,!l. :.,ny. ()t.~er ~ta. t~0. il\'wlJfC:.~. ,tlle ·,~I!s.,~.; nden. t 
attorney}s adlil1tted ,to p'r.ct~ce. , '~, •..... , , 

(Consti."Ch. II. 135; 4.~.S.A •. IU~.6Slj St.t~ 
.. .C9ur~ Ad~i!lbtratpr] '. '.' .'~\, .. ,' 

1.6 Rule~kinl. "'lbeS~pre_Co~rt ,makes\an.Cl, pro­
IllUlgates rules governing .prac:!):lce.nd pro!:,,'aure . iii 
crilllin!l .ndc~viF c!se.i~ a!teoti~t •• "'rule'j~ ' .. "" 
govern1ng theada~.il1.0n and·d:s,iC1pl1nC!!. ot.ttor'~ 
neys. rulei. p~rtaining tc);thlr .. di'scipliue~ of 'jud'~' 
and .rule8 governing ,the ac:hlliniati-ation of, all '",. 
courts~ Some'rules adopted ,ti1 he Supreil.! 'Court. <, ,''''. 
may be:revi~ea:~·by .. ~iie-·Gener~l A.'~llb~y~· .)' ~ - -.. : 

[,Const.~Ch. II. 137] . 
.. - ,:" ,,",L . 

Intermediate AppeUate C:ourt 

2.0 There is itOiht~riDediate,~pPf!ll.te court in 
Vermont •. 

" 
Court of'General Ju~iidk~tion 

.,1. 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The court terils are set byt 
administrative' order''of theSujlremeCcKJrt'~ . The 
Superior .. Court jydges •• s.group •. fecoiimind' ~he 
iCheduieof terms 'tothe Supralie:Court 'for , .. , 
.' . ,{ • 'J;, ~ .' " : ,.t •. ", -.' ',.i,-< '. ", <. '. "" . .::,' 'f " 

promulg~t10n. .... '. (, .. . 
[4/V .SrA •.• i!Q.;.A Unified C6urtSyatelii for. 
!.ermont. 'po .ll] , ," . . '. . 

.!:lJ,,rganization •. A Superior .Courtdta in ~~cli 
cou~ty •.. ' ~ typj.ca~co.,art ,cronil,ists of thre~jud.es: 
ohe,s~p~rior judgewh9·~reaides. and.two.~lilhtan~ 
judges. 'lbere lire .no.peciali&eddivie~ons .of t~e 
Cf)Urt. '. . . . 

. . 0 
[4 V.S.A. U11) (U 

3.3 Jtsrisdiction 
. a~' .'lbeSuperior Courthaj'original ]~ri<.~icti~h~ 
inproilecutioni for cz:ilG~nal,offenses within its' . 
respe'I;:Hve 'c:ou~tie. anil may iapose sentence. accord­
ing't:~j law,' 'lb. Superior Court has (origi~atand 
excl!Jsive' jurilclicl:ionin' .Uc,ivll al:tiorie iii, 
whic!l~the alll!?)1nt~ri con't-tove~.1 b ,steIner than 
$200,e;xcept't:ho.ie 'ude cogniliab'le to the' Di8trict 
.Court or':the&lpre!lle'COu~t • and ihailpetlticltis. 
brought before 'it~ 'the' c~rt may ie.ue'necessa£'y . 
~its., ~e c()urt mayalao trY,cases orig1nati"g' 
in. the·,~~bb~~eCOuitona":d.~hbt~ baI18.' 

(!..' 
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b. The Superior, Court has appellate juris­
diction over some p~ob.t~. zoning. and tax matters. 

[4 V.S.A.·11113. 114; 12 V.S.A. 12553; State 
Court Administrator] 

,3.4 Judges (10 judges, 28 assistant judges) 
a. The Supreme Court designates one of the 

superior or district judges to serve as administra­
tive judge for trial courts. The administrative 
judge serves at the pleasure of the Supreme Court. 
The statutes provide for 9 superior judges Who 
preside on a rotating basis in the 14 counties. 
There are no presiding judges. however. Who per­
form administrative duties for the counties. 

b. Superior judges must meet the same qualifi­
cations as Supreme Court justices. Reference ,Sec­
tion 1.4.b. Assistant judges' qualifications are 
not set by statute. 

c. Superior judges are selected in the same 
manner and for the same term as Supreme Court jus­
tices. Reference Se~tion1.4.c. Assietant judges 
are chosen by the voters of thl! counties at par~~-
san elections. 'they serve 4-yearterms. ' , 

(Const •• Ch. II, 150;4 V.S.A. 1171e. l11a; 
State CourtAdminist~atorJ 

3.5 Administration . , 
a. The administrative judge over all the trial 

courts ,is ass~gned the following responsibilities 
for the admittistration of the trial court system 
of Vermont, qnder the direction of the Supreme 
Court: 

(1) Assign and specia1iy assign district and 
superior judges, including himself, in either'tb~ 

. Superior or District Courts. . . 
(2) A8sig~ attorneys, as required, to sit 

as acting j\ldgea. in the District Court. 
(3) With the approval of the' Chief Justice, 

assign retired justices and judges with their con­
sent to the District and 'Superior Courts. 

(4) Schedule business meetings of the dis­
trict and superior judges for the purpose of work­
ing toward more uniform and improved procedures in, 
the trial courts. 

(5) Investigate or ~ause to be investigated 
complaints with respect to the management and 
operation of the trial courts and periodically 
report to the Supreme Court the results thereof. 
(CE. 12 V.S.A. Appendix I, Part IV, relating to 
complaints of judicial misconduct.) 

(6) Resolve conflicting appoint~ents of 
trial attorneys when necessary. 

(7) Report to the Supreme Court at the April 
and October terms on his recommendations for 
revised or additional rules., orders. or statutes 
needed to improve the operation of t~e trial 
courts. 

(8) Report to the Supreme Court 'no later 
than the opening of the October term. 1980, his 
recommendations for the implementation of function­
al dockets or divisions in the trial courts to 
expedite proceedings. 

(9) In conjunction with the court adminis­
trator, the administrative judge performs the fol­
lowing duties: 

(a) Schedules business meetings of the 
District Court clerks and Superior Court clerks for 
the purpose of working 'toward mote uniform and 
improved procedures in the trial courts; , 

(b) Assumes general administrative con­
trol of docketing. calendaring. scheduling, and 
case flow management in the District and Superior 
Courts; 

(c) Assists in the desi.gn of forms ~nd 
the estabUshment of. uniform procedures for each 
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trial court. and ensure that forms and procedures 
adopted are uniformly used; 

(d) Designs statistical reports as 
needed to provide information on workload and on 
sources and causes of delay; ,allocate available 
judicial and clerical resources among the trial 
cOurt. to best provide service and reduce delay; 
and, 

(e) Fulfills other administrative duties 
assigned from time to time by the Chief Justice. 

The nine superior judges "preside" or 
hold court ,in the 14 counties. but they have no ad­
ministratiV'e duties. 

b. A division of Trial Court Administration 
within the Office of the Court Administrator pro­
videsadministrative support to the Superior Courr, 
and District Court under the direction of the . 
administrative judge. 

c. County clerks are the clerks for the Supe­
rior Court. Administrative duties. are prescribed 
in some rules and statutei. in a clerk's manual, 
and in administrative directives of the;Supreme 
Court and of"the State Court Administrator. The 
clerk has . supervisory responsibility for one to 
seven employe~s in performing their admi.nistrative 
duties. 

[4 V.S.A. 1651; Superior CoUrt Administrative 
Order (hereinafter A.O.) 818. 14a; Director of 
Planning and Development; State Court Adminis­
tratorJ 

3.6 Ruie-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Courts of Limited or,Speci~l Jurisdiction 

4.1~1 DISTRICT COURT. The coutt holds sessions as 
.often as the Court Administrator determines to .be 

necel:a~:S.A:\ 1436) 
4.2.1 Organization. The Supreme Court is autho­
rized to organize.the District Court into territo­
rial units. The court hai been divided into six 
multi-county units. each,::Of Which contains, circuits. 
equal to the iluinber of countiee .,within the unit. . 
Special units hold sessions in the towns of Water7 
bury and Brandon. . 

[4 V.S.A. 11436, 436.; 436b; A Unified Court 
System for Vermont, p. 12) 

4.3.1 Juriadiction II 
a. The District Court hai criminal Jurisdiction 

in felonies where the maximum penalty is less than 
life'imprisonment, in misdemeanori, and in viola­
tions of municipal ordinances. The court has 
jurisdiction in civil actions where the ~em.nd is 
not over $5,000 'and title to real estate is_not 
involved. The District court also has juriSdiction 
over juvenile matters, small c1aimi (not 'to exceed 
$500), traffic cases. mental health II!8tters, . and, 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of SuppOrt Act 
(U.R.E.S.A.) cases. There is a special unit of the 
District Court that holds sessions in the town of 
Waterbul"J for thesClle purpose of exerci~ing mental 
health jurisdiction. ,Another special unit holds 
sessions in the town of Brandon for the sole pur­
pose of exercising jurisdiction over applicatioils 
for admissions to, and fot judicial reviews con- ' 
ceruing persons admitted to, the Brandon Training 
School. a mental health facility. 

b. The Diatdct Court has no appellate Juris-
diction. . 

[4 V.S~A. U436a. 436b, 437, 439, 441, 446) 
4.4.1 Judges (14) . 

a. The Supreme Court designates one of the 
superior or district judges to nerve as adminiitra-
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tive judge for'tria1courts. Theadministrative 
judge serves .• tthe pl~.sure 'of the Supreme Cou~t.' 

b. District Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications 88 Sup,:t'eme Cout:t justices. Refer­
ence i.4..b. 

c. District Court judges are selected in the 
.ame manner and for the same term as Supreme Court 
justices. Reference 1.4.c. 

[4 V.S.A. ·171e. 1603J 
4.5.1 Administration 

a. Reference Section 3.{j '~.' 
b. Reference Section 3.5.b. 
c. District Court clerks may be appointed by 

the State Court Administrator with the advice of, 
the district judge concerned. Administrative 
dutieS assigned to the clerks are containe~ in a 
c1erk's.manua1 and also 'in administrative direc~ 
tives of the Supreme Court and the"Office of the 
State Court Administrator. The clerk has SUper"" 
visory responsibility for one to seven employees 
in performing their administrative d~ties. 

[4 V.S.A. 1691; A.O. 18 14a-i; Director of' 
Planning and Development; State Court ' 
AdministratorJ 

4.6.1 Ru1e-makH!i. Reference Section 1.6 • 

4.1.2 PROBATE COURT. The Probate Court is open at, 
all tiNS for the transaction of bUliiness. 

[4 V.S.A. 1353) 
4.2.2 Organization. There are 19 Pro,bate Court .• 
in Vermont: 9 counties each constitUite Probate 
C~rt districts themselves, and the 5 southern 
counties are each divided into 2 districts. There 
are no specialized divisions of the court. 

[4 V.S.A. 1271. 1273 to 1277J 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction 

a. The Probate Court has jurisdiction over the 
probate of,wi1ls; the settlement of estates; the 
appointment of guardians; and the powers, duties, 
and rights of guardians. and wllrds. 

b. The Probate Court has no appellate jurisdic-
tion. 

[4V.S.A~ 1311J 
4.4.2 Judges (19 part-time) 

a. The Probate Court does not have' a presiding 
judge. All judges serve on a part-time basis. 

b. Probate Cou.rt judges are not required to be 
attorneys by constitution or byst~tute; how­
ever. in practice. one-half of the judges are 
attorneys. . 

c. Probate Court judges are elected in partisan 
elections by the voters of their respective dis­
tricts. They serve 4-year terms. 

[Const •• Ch. ~I. ISS, 51; AUnified,Court 
System for Vermont. p. 16; State Court 
AdminiatratorJ 

4.5.2 Administration, 
a. There are no provisions fo;~ presi~ing judges 

D for the Probate Cour,t. 
'b. There a~e no provisions for administrators 

for the Probate Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. The registers of probate. who ate appointed 
by the probate judges. perform the duties of clerks 
of the court. There are no provisions for assign­
ing administrative 'duties to the registers. 

[4 V.S.A. 11357. 358J 
4.6.2 Ru1e~king. Reference 

State.,,~~l Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The consti­
tution provides t~at the .Supreme Cour~ shall have 

administrative control .over all courts of the 
:state t' and disciplinary,authority cQncerning all 
'judicial officers and attorneys. The Chief 
Justice may appoint retired justices and judges tOe 
special assignment'as permitted under the rules of 
the~ Supreme Court • .Reference Section, 1.5. 

[Const •• ~. II. 1130, 35; 4 V.S.A. 122) 
5.2c,Office of the Court Administrator 

a. The Office of the Court Administrator is 
auth~rized by' Administrative' Order No.3. 

b. State Court Administrator 
(I) The position of State Court Administra~ 

tor is authorized by 4 V.S.A. 121. 
(2) The State Court Administrator must have 

a law degree and must be admitted to the Vermont 
Bar. He is selected by and serves at the p~easure 
of the Supreme Court. 

(3) The State Court '~~l~~~trator's duties 
are prescribed by the Supreme Court. He is respon­
sible for the 'budget an~fiscal operation of the 
courts. including proceasing for payment of bills. 
invoices. statements ,andexpense ,accounh; 'prepa­
ration of all personnel actions; theprocel!iillg .' 
for payment of debentures of assigned counsel ; and 
the processing of requisitions fiJl; forms. 8upplies. 
,~ffi,ceequipment, and furniture. He is authorized 
to employ the necesiary personnel and fix their 
compensation. 'He a~so exerCi.,el g!!nera1 adminis." 
trative' control of court reporter services in the 
tria~ courts. The administrator assigns judges in 
the event of emergencies or illness and he exer­
cises approval: power over. ,theorigi~al appointment ';, 
of District Court clerks. assiitant ~lerkl. and 
stenogr~p~i~reporters. 

coO Office organization. The State Court Ad .... 
ministrator appoints the staff. 'which 1ncludes the 
director o,f· administrative services. the director 
of trial court ac:bninisttat:i.on. ~he deput:yc1erk of 
~he SUpreme Court. a fiscal. officer. and iecre­
taria1 support. The'Office of the CQurt Adm~nis­
trator consists of 13 people: 7'profeisionais 
(including the State Court Adminis.trator> and 6 
clerical personnel. The profesiional staf(pro­
videssupport services·in the following areal: 
computer 'operations, i:'ecords management.,.4Ild forms 
.geve10pment; trial court adutinistration, court 
coordination. and facHities management; payroll, 
accounting, auditing, budgeting. purchasing, and 
grants management; educat:i.on. training~ and publi­
cations; personnel systems; legislative. executive, 
public. and media information. legislative and 
executive liaison; and planning an~ research 
activities, which include statistical compilation, 
judicial planning. evaluation. and statistical 
analysis. 

[4 V.S.A. 1121. 74, 357, 444, 691; A.O. 3. 19; 
State Court Administrator) 

Quasi-Judicial Officers ~v? 

~f:Y 
6.0 There are no provisions for quasi-judicial 
officers in the courts of Vermont. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 The Judicial Dis~ip1inary Board. The board, 
established by Supreme Court rule. consistl of 
three attorneys and two lay citizens. appointed by 
the Supr_me Court. 

[Rulei"Q,f the Supreme Court for Disciplinary 
fI Contro1.&.q,e 4 (hereinafter cited by rUle 

numb.er only)1<. '. 
7.2 Authorit¥ and pt'{lcedure forianctlon. The 
board inves~1gates anY'''~c:mIplaint submitted to it 

451 ~~ 

\' 

, 



:...uI' "":" ,', ' 

Fi9ur~ 2: 

'. '"', ~ 

Secret.~iil' , 
Aui,at.llce . 

Q 

Court 
Account 

Olerk 

Aad.tilnt 
Co"rt 

AcCOUllt 
Clerk 

'» -- ' 

vermont 

" ') 

I' 

I;) 

Stat. 
Court 

Adalllhtrator 

Auditor'" 
.. corda 

Cledt 

Director of 
Trial Court 
id.lllatrat1o 

Aaalatallt: 
Trial Court 1---­

Mtdliiatrator 

Ii' 

\,j 

, Secretarial 
Auhtallce 

.-1" 

.• i 

,:'f, . 

0, 

and ",.y investiaate,conduct or dbabilityon its 
own motion. AU ... ttere befor-e the board.pHor to ~ 
the "filing of •. foma1 ch.rge are confida!ntial. 
After the .erv.ice of a fo~l'\charle upon the re­
')pondent, .,t!,e ptoceeding •• re public. An,y acti0i1-. 
proceeding~ or rec~n~atiQn of the board must be 
concurred .in, by three, lIiellbier,.to be, val id. ' 

If • preliminar»~in!,Jti;l.ti.onrevea1,. to the 
.atillacHonof the ... ){)rity,of the bo.rdthat' 
prob.b1e cause ex.bt. for • 'foma1 charge. it' .. 
orden.'forllia1 ,cQIIIP1aintto be filed and the III$t­
tel' is brought to' a hearing-",'lbere.pondent naay 
file an an.wer to the charge' and hu • right to 
appear pereonaUy .nd by attorney and to ~n.wt!~ 
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the~har ••• to,PFe.ent,evidence,inhia defen.e; to 
.. ~.ine ... dccro .. - .... ln.'wil'Ji •• ae.; to .. c~te 
.ubp~r ... ;ntC! .ecurt,theappqil'it~nt ,of • I'lardia~\ 

,ad Ut.e.'wh.n i.ndicat~d; "nd4'0 " •• cure '. tran.cri~i:, 
of, th' evidence, findinl.'~coDc1u.ioll" and recOIl';; '~, 
lIen~ation.. . ,. '. "'" '" . 

Thebo.rd heue,.rita 'final 'Order of .rccoanda­
tion t·o't.h. SUpre_c9Urt~ '!'he Supr_e : Court 
revi.ew.,aU finalordC!r .• and .y take any action " 
or'ilipo'" .ny '.anctio.i·conlii.tent with ita "conlti­
tutiou1 and .t..tutory authority. The rea'pondent 
... y appeal ito the SUpte.e COurt frOw the fin.1 
ord.~ of ~ecoa.end.tion~of the board. 
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,SUPR1\llE !ll~(i 
'1' justicea , , 
Jurisdiction: .._ 
.. Original juri.cl1.~tiQII' .;l.n :c •••• ' ofheb.a. 

" c~q,J." II!IndaalU~i,.~dpr,,!hibiti9"· ,!fatter. 
, of judic~al centiur,e .• r.tlr~nt, and removal., 
.' _ 'Final 'appe,Uate jurisdiction. ",i 

CIRCuIT COURT (31)' 
111 ju<\ge. 

. ~. :: 

Jurisdiction: .. whi h I:h tate 
_ Civil actions over $1,000 •. Cases in c e s 

is a party (in the city. of Richm!)"d). . 
_ Criminal. cases for which peraon c." be aentlnced. to 

the state penitentiary. . 
_ Juvenile "",tters where juvenile is deemeclto be ." 

adult '(murder and manslaughter). 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury tria.ls. . 

(.1 

f J 

JUVENILE AND IXlHESTIC RELATIONS 
DISTRICT COURT (32) 

GENERAL Di~TRlCT COURT (32) 
98 judgea 
Jurisdiction: 

65. judges 
Juriadiction: " 
_ Juvenile and domeaticrelations 

·'lI8tters. llental commitment of 
children. 

t Indicates route of appeS,l. 

',' It"" ,>'. 

_ Civil .ctions under $5,000, exclu-
live if under $1.,000. 

_ IIhdemeailors, ordinanceviolaUonl, 
and. prel1ainary hearings. 

- Traffic cllea. 
No ,!ury trials. 
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CoUrt of Last' ReiJort 

rJ SUPREME COuRT; The' couft ,,'its in: sessioii itt ' 
'Richmond, for~ suchi~ngtb of time as 'th~, dburt d~~ 
termneiJ necellsary. . , . 

',,(Code" of,. Virginia;'1~50 : (hereinaft:i!r,' Code' 
1'9'50). Section 17-99; 90uJ"t. Rule 5:'2] 

1.2 Organization. The court i1iay iit and ,render 
final judgment en banc or 11:\ di vi sions as, may. be 
prescribed by law, No lfecisi.on .b~cOlllesthe' jUdg:'" 
mentof theC:Ol,lrt; howevet:~ except; on the.concur­
renee' of at' lessttl),ree, jillltices. and' no Jaw ill '. 
de,ciared unconstitution81.under either the state 
constitution 'or the c'onstitution of the 'United' 
~tat~sexcepton the c9~currerice o,f at; least',a". 
lDajority of, aU justie~8' tif. theSl,lpr~~~ CQur,t. '~ 
Whenever four. or more of the jU8ti.CeiJ are convened. 
the court is deemed to be "l.tting enoanc ~iid " 
vested with. dlthe powl;!riJ o,f the' eO!1rt •. Whenever 
three of the ju.tices,areconyehed.tite'cour~':.is 
deemed ti.l~ be sitting" ail It divis~,i)Q~ ,indvested, with 
all "'the "powers ofa dl.vision of the court; 

[,Constitution. Article VI;' Se'ctipn. 2; Court 
Rule '5':3] ", . ,', 

'I.l Jurisdiction . .\. 

a,GThe.·Supreme Court bas~ by virtue of the" 
state. 'COiliJtitutii)n. ()f.igiuid jurisdiction in caseS 
of habealcorpus. mand~unus~ .andprohibition.' and 
in matters of Judicial censure. retirement, and 
r,~D)O"8~J. ' ,: '. ' ~ " ' , 

. b.! Suf:i'jeCt to such reasonable rules. ail may 'be 
prescribed as' to, t'be' course 0 f appealS a'nd other 
proce'dufal m'ahers • the Sl,Ipreme Court has,by'vir7 
iue ofthe.tate constitution, appellate j!1r'i.adic::­
tionip cases involVing t'i.te 'ci:lnstit!1tionality of II 
l~w ,~~d~r t~~: ~tat~ c~it,iJ~~i:t.iti,~h or the • Const~tu~ i 
hon' of theUnlt~d States im\i . lit caseslnvolVlng 
the. life or liberty of an.>,pe~ilon. 'I)irect appe'al 
to, theSupreml Court· is ahi:!pe'tinittecl in, cases in­
volving thir'f1nalorder.' jUd~ent. or finding "of! 
the State COrp()ratidn'CommisiJionarid!or thi!'rrilius-
trial.Cammission.'· '. ' '. p'" 

[Cons~ •• :. Art:. VI. Ul.,~(j; Code 1950. U'~~462. 
65.1~98]' ..' .'. . .. ' 'k ..' 

1:4 'Justi'ces''(7).\ :'ibe'Supreuie Cpurt'c:oIls,:ists of 
between 7. and. 11 just,~ceiJ'~ ". 'Aili.,increase ~~er 'tieven 
justices must be approved by three-~iftl1s of toe· . 
members of, the Generai AiJsemb.1y. . 

Ii. The.ChiefJuliticeis:~the justice .witn the 
longest conti,nuoils service. 
, 'b.SuptemE' Coutt jttsfic,ea must, have been,resi.­
dents of .the commonweAlthanClmembersoftheVir.';"'· 
ginia Bar for at leastS yeat'apt-ior, ~'o ,appointme~t 
oriiec~ion •• · , .. ,:" "'.' ,)' , . ,-::'-'.. " .• :' 

c~ SupremeCour~ ju.stlces atec1tdsen by' a lila:;'. 
. jodty 'voteofeacli' hou's.e df tne Gi!hE!rill "AB8eint;ly~" 
. When"v.~.itCYo~'curs'''hii;e "the' General AsseMbly . 
i.s not in s'fe.iion. the Gpvi'!rtlpX' , may' appoint II iluc~; 
Celso',: fo'.'erve'until C 30' day8:itfterfb~coimnence-' 

1 ~ • . . j~ ;' ',. ' ~ . \~; '. . . \ . i ;~1 ~ 

.,.(' ;¥ 

" ... 

-!Y 

ment"of'tben~xt seiJJiJion of tMGenerai',Assembly 0 

Onceelected~ justrce~ serve'12~ear:te~i. -.i" 

[Const •• 'At!:. VI" 112.'>7; Code'l'!)SO. 117':'93] 
'1 ~.5 ,Aciml.ni s ti-atton . . . .' '.' . 

a.'t;fheChidJust:ice iiJ'the ,adiliinistrative head 
~!'the{judid~l. 8~~tem •. ~e :e:terc~l!eS admini.tr~­
tlonanj:l 8UperVl810n over tli~entlrecourtsystelil' 
thrp'ugh\~he Execut1 ve Secretary tp ilie Sti1'lr~ine ; , 
Colirt; chief' judges' of the Circuit Couft .thif Coii~ 
inittee\d'~ 1)18~rictCo'ijrts (made up of Chairmen'of; 
'theHous,e'ab,d .Sen~te' Cou~t!!, of ,Juitice CommU:eees.' 
two:memifers ftOl!l each of~ t~e'8~ c()limIittl!eii .. and bile' 
judgee'~chfrom~he 'C:i.rcuit.'Gene~all)istJ:,i(:~. 'and' 
Juvl!nileand' DOmest1cRelaHons(J.D.R.> Distri~t ; 
Courts) a~d' chief juaseil'oftlie General and, Jo'D.R; 

"District Coutts. ileference' Sectioii 501 (cen~ral' ,; 
admin,ht,r~tiv~,:authority) • <'The Chief JU8tice',how~ 
ever'~ 'has no specifically articulated aiit:h~ in "re';' 

) gardto 'the admiiiis't;ra.tiol\of the" Supreme Court. . 
)): TheExecutive~'Secretary to t.h!!S!1preme COllrt,j 

is :'th!i!. stat~torystate cOlirtadministrator.' 'RefeJ;'­
enceSection 5.'2.b'.(state-levelaoministrator). 
The,Offiee'of'the Execut'iveSecretary'p-::rovi<Jes per­
sonneIoandfiac81,liI.iPPClrtsetvices to:the'Supre!le' 
gcurt and ii the ,dmi'pistraHve compOnent· of t~e 
co~rt.. ". 

c.' The ~upreme Court clerltis a. ~tatutorYPosi­
tion,fiUed'bySupreme Court appointmen,~~." Thjr!i' 
arena' provisions' foras'8i$ning'administi~tive' ,. 
duties' to"the Cleric •. He . supervises the eleti'cal 
personn'ef in' his' offic:e ,apd lias responsibilities' 
a8deteriillned by:the Court. .. .' 

ICons'L.Ar!:. VI. 14; Code 1950.SSi7';'~3{17-
111:.i;·:'Exe·cutiv~··Secte-ta'ty] , .,.~-' 

I~6 Rule-making •. The Supreme Court has the' 'al\tIlQr­
"ity'to',makeruleB gover~ing !:h~ course of appeals 

• ,andt'he praCtiiie aOd procedures tobetiieaini:he 
'courts of the coaUztonwealth.but s'uchr'u1,es mu·st ... ' 
not be in confli~t 'W-thtbe geneI'~i law as ',esi:ab;:, 
lished by theGene~a'1As8emblt. The Supreme.Co!1rt 
also makes administrat'i verul'e3 fdt the couJ:ts • " 
The General As8~mbly'maYadoptiiJC:hadditioIial. ., 

,. measures" asft ,deem~desirable ,for the imprpvement 
of the administrat.ionof Justice by tl1e CO\.l~t~ and 
for t~e exped~tion.Qf "1!1dicialbuSipe!ls.' ' . 

. [Con"t •• Art. "V-I."U4. 5; Execu~i.ve Set:retary] 
(J ,-,' 

Intermedi'ate A~peUat:eCourt 
, 1'''''' 

2 ~ O· Anln~erinediate appellate: '(:~Ii1'tdoesnotexls'i: 
inthecOmmbhwealth~'Oi If appro'pri.ate.the GenerJiF' 
AiSembl"y Dlay estabUti1i8uc:h",~ cour,t" at anyt;imi!',' :, 
. '[Const~ •• rt,. V1~Sl), " . 

• 'I . . 
.. 

-,to 

•• + " ". d ,:.~ :: .' , .~'-

'.3·.1:CIRCUIT-,fdOURT. The chief judge' fixes 'the 
of e'ach- cOilrt in'his i:ircuit.' , 

[Code 1;~5();';n1~1'21~2H"" ," 
, " ,.; :' "c'. ",;" ',' .T', :'-, .> .,~".' ;,:.... .' 
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3.2 Org4aization. The General Assembly has estab­
lished 31 judicial circuits. The Judicial Circuit . 
of Richmond has been subdivided into two divisions 
by statute. Most metropolitan circuits have local­
ly established criminal and civil divisions. 

[Code 1950, 5517-116.1, 17-119.1:1) 
3.3 Jurisdi~tion 

a. The Circuit court bas jurisdiction over 
proceedings by quo warranto or information in the 
nature of quo warranto. The court may issue writs 
of mandamus, prohibition, and certiorari to all, 
courts of limited jurisdiction. It may also issue 
writs of mandamus'in all matters or proceedings 
arising from or pertaining to the actions of the 
Board of Superviso~s or other governing body of 
any county. It has original and general jurisdic­
tion in all cases in chancery and civil cases at 
law, except cases at law to recover personal prop­
erty or money not of greater value than'$l,OOO, 
exclusive of interest, and except such cases as 
are assigned to some other court; in all cases for 
the recovery of fees in excess of,$l,OGO; penalties 
or cases involving the right to, levy and'collect 
toll or taxes or the validity o:~ an ordinance or 
bylaw of any corporation; and it! all cases, crim­
inal or civil, in which an appeal may be lUade to 
the Supreme Court. The court al,lo has, original 
jurisdiction in all indictments f.or felonies and 
in presentationl, informations, and in4ictments 
for misdemeanors. The Circuit court has jurisdic­
tion in juvenile cases involving illurder and man-' 
slaughter where the juvel,'lile is cf.lrtified by the 
Juvenile Court as an adult. 

b. The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdictio~ 
over all cases, ci:iminal and civil" in which an 
appeal may, as provided by law, be \talten from, the 
judgment of the special or limited:ju'risdiction 
courts of the state. ' 

[code 1950, 517-123; Executive Secretary) 
3.4 Judges (111). The number of judges in each 
circuit is set by the legislature bas'ed on the 
recommendation of the Judicial council (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences). 

a. There is no provision for a chi~f judge over 
all the judicial circuits. The chief judges of the 
individual circuits are elected t02-year terms by 
peer vote. 

b. Circuit Court judges must be residents of 
the commonwealth and of their respective circuits 
and must aloo have been members of the bar for at 
least 5 years ,prior to appointment or ele\~tion. 

c. Circuit Court judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.c. They serve,8-year terms. 

[Const., Art. VI, 57; C~de 1950, 5§17-116.2, 
17-119.1:2) , 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no, prov1S10n for a c~ief 

judge over all the circuits of: the cir,cuit COlurt, 
the ,chief judges of the individual circuits ei\lsure 
that the system of justice in their respectiVtl cir-" 
cuits operates smoothly and efficient,ly. They have 
authority to assign the w9rk of the circuits tu 
judges, apd in doing so they may consider the nll­
ture and categories of the cases to be assigned., 
The chief judges fix the term of each court in 
their circuits. They have full supervisory, ,author­
ity oVler the magistrates in their circuits ,unless 
they d~legate that authority to the, chief judges 
of the General District Court. They also appoint 
all regular, substitute, and special,magistrates 
in thE! districts within their circuits. They ap-

point the chief magistrate for each district and 
if a district has more than one special magistrate, 
they appoint a chief special magistrate. ,) 

b. The Executive Secretary of the Supreme 
Court is the administrator of the Circuit court 
system. He assists the chief judges in the per­
formance of their administrative duties. He may 
employ such staff and other assistants from state 
funds , appropriated to him for the p~rpose ,as may 
be necessary to carry out his duties, and may 
secure such office space as may be requisite, to 
be located in an appropriate place that he selects. 
While not exercising management authority over the, 
Circuit Courts, the Executive Secretary provides 
administrative assistance to the courts in the fol­
lowing areas: 8ssignmel,'lt of judges, budgeting 
(excluding clerk's office), statistics collection" 
public relations, public information, education 
programs, juror orientation, circuit Court boundary 
changes, legislative drafting, and others. There 
are no provisions for administrators for the indi-
vidual circuits. ' 

c. Circuit Court clerks are constitutional 
county officers, who are elected to 8-year terms 
by the voters of the counties and cities. There 
are no formal provisions for assigning adminiotra­
tive duties to ,the clerk. They supervise the dler­
ical personn~l in their offices and have responsi­
bilit!.es as determined by the court. 

[Const., Art. VII" 54; Code 1950, 5517-116.2, 
17-116.3, 17-127.21, 19.2-35, 19.2-36, ' 
19,.2-50, 19.2-51; Executive Secretary) 

3.6 Rule-makin,~ The Supreme Court may formulate 
rules of pract1ce and procedure for the Circuit 
Courts following consultation'with the chairmen of 
the House and Senate Courts of Justice Committees 
and the executive committee of the Judicial Con­
ference of Virginia for courts of rec~rd (reference 
Table 26: Judicial councils and conferences). ' 
(Such rules, subjec~ to the strict construction of 
the provisions ot Section 8-1..3, which are the only 
rules of practice and procedure in the Circuit 
Court of the'commonwealth, are included in the Code 
of Virginia as provided in 58-1.2; subject tore~ 
vision by the General Assembly.) Section 8-1.3 of 
the code states that courts of record and courts 
not of record may, from time to time, prescribe 
such rules as may be reasonably appropriate to pro­
mote proper order and decorum, the convenient and 
efficient use of courthouseS and clerks' offices, 
and the orderly management'of cOurt dockets. The 
statute specifies further that rules so prol\llllgated 
apply pnly t() that court and mus~ not be inconsis­
tent'with or in addition to any statutory 
provision or the Rilles of the Supreme Court. In 
addition; they may not be contrary to decided 
cases OJ: abddge the 8ubstantivoe rights of persons 
app~!ir1ng before the court. 
[Code 1~50, §§ 8-1.3, 17-116.4) 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 GENERAL DISTRICT COURT. The General Dist~ict 
Court sits in continuous session • 

[Executive Secretary] 
4.2.1 Organization. By legislative act, the com­
monwealth is divided into 32 districts. Court is 
held at the. county seats.; The holding of cOurt 
s,~ssions at ot~er locations in tlle counties is at 
the discretion of the chief judge~. TlIe chief . 
judges may also establish special divisions of any 
General Distric,t Court when the wor~ of t~e court 

\ 

may be more efficiently handled thereby such as 
t~r~ugh the establishment of special Criminal ' 
C1V1~, or T:affic Divisions; and they may assig& 
the Judges of,the General District Court with re­
spect to serv1ng such special divisions. 

[Code 1950, 5516.1-69.35 16 1-69 6) 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction ' " • 

, ;a. The General District Court conducts pre­
hm1t"sry e~a~inations in felony' casell. The ex­
cluS1ve~ng1n81 jurisdiction'of the cOllrt extends 
~o all m1s4emeanors and violations of ordinances 
aws, an~ byl~ws ~ithin the counties and of citi~s 

and serV1ce d1str1cts located within the counties 
, ,Th~ G~ne:al,District Court exercises exclusiv~ 

c1v11 Jur1sd1ct10n in cases where the amount in 
controversy does not exceed $1 000 a d jurisd' t' , h " n concurrent , 1C 10n W1t the Circuit Court when the amo~nt 
~s ~et~ee~ $1,000 and $5,000. The court also has 
Jur1Sd1ct10n over mental competency hearings: 

The complete juriSdiction of these courts is 
howeVer, limited in those areas where jurisdicti~n 
has be~n confe:red by law on the Juvenile and 
Domest1c Relat10ns District Courts. 
, ,b., Th~ General District Court has no appellate 
Jur1Sd1ct10n. " 

[Code 1950, 5516.1-69.28, 16.1-77, 16.1-123, 
16.1-127'; Executive Secretary] 

4.4.1 ~udg~s (98). .The number of judges per Gen­
eral D1str1ct Court is set by the legislature based 
on the recommendation of the Committee of Dist ' t 
C~urt~. Each dis~r~ct,wi~l} ttie exception of ~~~ 
~1Stnct, has a m1n1mum of, two judges. It has one 
Judge who also serves as tlle single .,judge on the 
be~ch of the ,Juvenile, and Domestic Relations Dis­
tr1ct Court 1n that d1strict. 

a.The chief judges of. the individual districts 
are elec~e'd ~o 2-year terms by peer vote. 
" b .D1Stnct Court full-time and substitute 
Judge~ mu~t be members of the bar and residents of 
the d1Stnct. Part-time.judges are not required 
to be attorneys (part-time judges abolish d .. 
Jul" I, 1980). e.,()n 
b c. ~is~rict Court full-tim~ judges are elected 
y ~ maJor1ty vote of each house of the General 
ABsemb~y a~d serve 6-year terms. Substituteand 
part-~1me,Ju~ges ~re appointed by the judges of 
th~ C1rC~Lt 1n wh1ch th6 district is located. Sub­
~t1tute Judges serve 6-year terms while part-time 
Judges serve 4-year terms. ' 

[C6de 1950, 5§16.1-69.10, 16.1-69-11, 16.1-
69.15 to 16.1-69.16, 16~1-69.6:l, 16.1-69.9 

4 5 116.1-~9:9:1, ~6.1-69.9:2; Executive secreta;y) 
•• Adm1n1strat10n 
, a: The chief judges of the individual General 

D1s~r~ct Co~rts are responsible for the,general ' 
adm1n1S~rat1ve supervision of their respective 
c~u~ts ,1n accordance with policy guidance and 
d1rect1ves,from th~ Committee on District Courts 
~nd the Ch1~f JUSt1Ce. The chief judges mayassi n 
Judges to d1fferent courts within the district g 
based oncasel~ad requ~rements. If required, ~hey 
~ay request the Execut1ve Secretary to assign a . 
Jud~e from anothe~ ~istrict to their districts for 
a8s1St~n.ce. T~e ch~e~ ~istrict Court judges may 
establ~sh spec1~1 d1v1s1ons of their courts. They 
dete~1ne thet1me and place that court is held 
and 1nform the general public and the Executi~e 
Secretary of,the Supreme Court thereof. They are I 
alB~ respon8l,~le. ~or ~rrangi,ngthe vacation sched­
ules of tlle d~s~r1ct Judges. When ,nonjudicial 
personne~ pO~1t10nfi are authorized by the COlllllit-
tee on D1str~ct Court., the power of appointment 
and removal 1. ve.ted in the chief judae" 
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b. The Committee on District Courts may, as 
needs require, authorize a court administrator, 
position in any District Court. 

, ' c. The Committee on District Courts can autho­
~~ze a cl~rk's position in particular districts •. 
, authorned, the clerk is appointed by, 'the chief 
~udge. ,~e:!'e a:e no formal provisions for ass1 n:" 
1~g adm1n1strat1ve duties to the clerk. He su :r­
V1Ses t~e, c~e:ical personnel in his office and'~has 
respon81b1ht1es as determined by the court. . .. 

(Code 1950,' U16.1-69.33, 16.1-69.,.35; 
16.1-69.39; Executive Secretary) 

4.6.1 Rule-makfng. The Supreme Court may formulate 
r~les,of pract1ce and procedure for the General 
D1s~r1ct ~ourt following consultation with the 
Cha1~enof the House and Senate Courts of Justice 
CO~1~tees and the Executive Committee of· the " 
~ud1c1al (:onferenceof Virginia for District Coutts 
reference Table 29: Judicial councils and con­

ferences). Rules so ,promulgated by 'the Supre: 
Court are subject to revision by the General ::sem­
bl~ under the same'statutory provision. E~ch Dis­
tr1ct Court has limited rule-making authority as 
may be reason~bly appropriate,topromote proper 
order and decorum, the convenu!nt and efficient 
use of courthouses and cle17ks' offices, and the 
orderly management of court docke,ts. ' . 

[Code 1950, S58-l.3" 16.1-69.32] 

4.1.2 JUVENILE AND DoHf;i~}Ie RELATIONS DISTRICT' 
~ •. ~ourt terms are ,set by the chief judge and' 
are pubhshed as a sect10n of the'Rules,of th S-
preme Court. ' e,u 
4.2.2 Organization. By legislative R.~( th -
monweal~h has been divided into 32 dist;ict: c~:e 
b~und~r1es of which.are th~ same fof bothGe~e~al 
D1~tl"1ct and Juvenile and Domestic/Relations riis­
tr1ct Courts. COQrt is held tneabh county seat 
and an~ ot~er location determined as necessary by 
the, c~1ef Judge: S~ecific statutory provisions ' 
allow1ng ~he ch1ef Judge of a J.D.R.'District Court 
to estab11sh specialized divisions do not exist 

[Code 1950, 1516.1-69.35 16.1-69 6) • 
4.3.2 Jurilidiction ' • 

a. The JuVen~le ~nd,Domestic Relations District 
~ourt ha~ exclu81v~ ~lin~diction in matten involv-
1ng th~ cus~o~y, v181tat10n, support, control, or 
case d1spos1t10n of a child, including the commit­
men~o~ a,mentally defective or disordered child. 
J~r1sd1ct10~ also extends to any person charged 
w1th desertlng, abandon~ng" or failing to pl'ovide 
support for .any per~on 1n v10latio~ of the law and 
to ~ll offenses committed by one family member 
ag81nst another,'except murder and manslaughter 
when the person ~ccused fa 18 y~ars of age or o~er. 

b.TheJuven11eand Domestic Relations District 
Court has no appellatejurilidiction. 

[Code 1950, 116.1~24l) , . 
~'1.2 Judges, (65). The number of judges per Di8-
r1ct Oourt,1s set by the legislature based on the 

recolllllendat10n,of the Committee on DiStrict C~urts 
Reference Sect10n 4.4.1. ". 

, a. Chief judges for the individual J.D.R~diil­
tncts ~reelec~ed ~o 2-year terms by peer vote. 

b. J.~.~.D~stnct Court judges must meet the 
~ame qU,ah~1cat10ns as General DistJ:ict Court 
Judges. Reference' Section4.4.l.b. 

c. J.D.R.District Coul't judges are elected in 
t~e s~me manner, and serve the" aame term as General 
D18tnc,t Court Judges. RlI!ferellce' Section 4 .41 

[Code 1950 1 S16.l-69~11) , •• c. 
1.5.~Admini.tration. The J.D.R. bistHct Court 
11, w1thitl the unified court system of the comm()n- , 
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wealth and is subject to the administrative super­
vision of the Chief Justice • 

a. Dit:ect administrative supervision of the 
J.D.R. districts is exercised by the chief judges, 
subject to policy 'guidance from the C.ommittee on 
District ·Courts. Reference Section 4.5.1.a. The 
chief j.udgesdesignate the supervisors of probation 
officers and related social service personnel in 
their courts. If a joint or regional juvenile de­
tention commission is established by three or more 
cities or counties, the chief judgeSQf the J.D.R. 
districts serve as ex officio members. 

b. Reference· Section 4.5o'l.b. 
·c. Reference Section 4.5.1.c .• 
[Code 1950, §§16.1-69.30, 16.1-69.35, 
16.1-235, 16.1-236, 16.1-317) 

4~6~2'Rule~making. The chief judges may adopt and 
publish rules not in violation of law or other 
court rules to regulate the conduct of the clerks 
and employees of the courts. The court m~y also 
prescribe rules to promote order and decorum, the 
convenient and efficient use of courthouses and 
clerks' offices, and the orderly m~nagementof . 
cqurt dockets, PEovided that they do not conflict 
with law or other court rules. The Supreme Court 
may formulate rules of practice and procedure for 
the J.D.R. District Court follQwing .consultation 
with the Chairmen of the House an~ Senate Courts 
of Justice Committees and the Executive Committee 
of the Judicial Conference of Virginia for District 
Court!' (reference Table 29: Judicial council's and 
confer.ences). Such rules are subje~t to revision 
by the General Assembly. 

[Code 1950, §Sa-l.3, 16.1-69.32, 16.1-231) 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. Th~ Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court is the administrative 
head of the judicial system. He may temporarily 
assign any judge of a court of record to any other 
court of record except the Supreme Court and may 
assign a retired j!1dge of a court of record, with 
his consent, to any court of reco~d except the Su­
pJ:eme CO!1rt. The Chief Justice may dso tempo­
rarily assign a District Court judge from one dis~ 
trict to another. .The General Assembly may adopt 
such additional ~easures as it deems desirable for 
the improvement of the administration of justice 
by the courts and for the expedition of judicial 
business. Reference Section 1.5.a. 

[Const., Art. VI, §4; Code 1950~ §16.1-69.3S1 
5.;? Office of the Executive Secretary to the 
Supreme Court of Virginia 

a. The OfUce, of the Executive Secret&JrJ is 
authorized by statute. 

b. Executive Secret~ry to the Supreme Court 
(1) The position of Executive Secretary is 

established .by statute., 
(2) The Executive Secretary must have the 

. same qualifications as a judge of a court of rec­
ord; namely, have been a resident,of the common­
wealth, p1U8 a me~~er of the bar for at least 5 
years prior to appo·i\"lt~nt. The. Executive Secre­
tary is appointed by anii'mel'VeD at thep\easure of 
the Sup:!,".eme Court. . '" .'. ;'-. . 

(3) The Executive Secreta'!-)..:.~I!s;'stst:he 
Chief .Justiceand the Supreme court'i~"the adminis­
trat~on of the judicial br.agch of the gi1>v0,;~:aent 
tn"tlle end that litigation m1Y be expedited"Ii«l!< 
the'q"'1llinistration of justice improved in the 
courts of the commonwealth, anp he has Di,u:h other 

';,,,, 
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duties 'as maY be required Of him by the Chief Jus-; 
tice or by the Supreme Court in the performance of 
the administrative functions of that court. 

. c. Office organization •. Thl! Office of the 
Executive Secretary consists of 42 people: 19 
professionals (including the Executive Secretary) 
and 23 clerical personnel. The staff provides 
support services in the following are&s: systems 
analysis, programming, and statistical analysis; 
court coordination;' payroll, accounting, budgeting, 
and purchasing; personnel systems; and judicial 
planning legal services. 

[Code 19.50, U17-111.1, 17.,..111.2; Executive 
Secretary) 

Quasi~Judicial Officers 

6~1~1 SUPREME ' COURT 
6;2.1 chief'counsel 

a. The chief counsel is appointed bY/find serves 
at the pleasure of the court. He must be a prac­
ticing member of the bar. 

b. The chief counsel and his staff of 5 attor­
neys provide staff research capability to the Su­
preme Court, which enables the court to be more 
effective in determining which petitions for appeal 
wi 11 be heard by the colfr't. 

[Executive Secretary] 

6.1.2CIRCUI~ COURT 
6~2.2'Commissioner in chancery and magistrate 

a. Commissioners in chancery are appo{nted by 
the chief judges. Commissioners in chancery are 
usually attorneys. 

b. Commissioners in chanCery may cOmpel the 
attendance of all-needed witnesses in certain 
civil actions by summons" rule, or attach1!lent ill 
like manner ~s a Circuit Court. Upon receipt of • 
court .... referred mat;ter., a commissioner mus.t prompt­
ly ~~t a time and place of.meeting. He may require 
the production before him of all evidence. He may 
rule upon the admissibility of evidence unless 
ot;herwisedirected by the decree of·reference. If 
he has'o this auth9rity and a party 80 requests, he 

·must cause a record to be made of all proffered 
evidence that he rules inadmissibie. Upon conclu­
sion of the he~ring, the commissioner prepares a 
report stating his findings of fact an~ conclusions 
of law. He files his report, including a. tran­
script of the proceedings, with the clerk of the 
court; and forwards copies of same to the p~rties 
involved. c' 

::.:; 

[; 

6.1.3 GENERAL D!STRICT AND JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS'DISTRICT COURTS 
6~2~3'Hagistrate 

, a. Magistrates are appointed by the chief judge 
of~theCirc~it Court having jurisdiction within 
each dis.trict. They must be citizens of tile. United 
States and residents of their respective judicial 
districts (except in Arlington and Fairfax Counties 
and the ci~y.of Alexandria where person; residing' 
in adjQining"districts may be employed). New 
magistrates mu~tpass certificate on exa~inatipn. 

b. Magistrates have .the following powers: 
0.) To issue arrest and search warr~lnts in: 

accprdancewith tbe code. 
(2) To admit to bail or commit to jail all 

Persons charged with offenses. 
.(3) To issue warrants andsubpoetlaswithin: 

such county or city,with the same power as is COI\­
'~.~rred ~p~m a nistrict Court. ,_, ) 
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Figure 2: Virginia state-level administ.rativ.Qffi,ceof the.cC)urts,1980 
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(4) T illue civil warrant •. directed to t~e 
o C . city whl!reln 

sheriff or consta~le of the county or 

the defendant rende.. .oa· th. and a'ct as conserva­
(5) To administer 

tor of the peace. decide c~p1aint., a. pro-
. (6) To hear and " d to givl!t a 

vided by law, that person. be re~ulre 
recognizance to keep the peace. . circuit . 

If authorized by the appoint~ng 1e .. ·· for 
judge, the magi.trate may accePto~~~:!.Pand impose 
C1all'4 misdemeanors a~d 1e.~er to $100. 
and collect an a~~~~~~~.t:_~~~: ~~.2-11, 19.2-35, 

[Code 1950, u , 1 2'18' Bxecutive 
19.2-37, 19.2-45; Court ru e. ., . 

.' Secretary] 

"\ Judicial Discipline 
'. " . d It "ew co_i •• ion. The 
7.1 ~ud~cia~ Inqulry :n f ~i~e membera,. elected by 
cODl\lll.S810n lS compose 0 f the General Allem­
majority vote ~f ~oth hou:::s

o
of two Cfrcuit Court 

b1y. The commlssl0n co:s one ublic ae.ber.· The 
judges, two lawyer.~ an ber: of the bar and·mu.t 
lawyers mu!t be .ct~ve :emstate for 15 or aore 
have 'practlced law ~n t II. t The publicaember .can­
years prior t~. appolntm~n d lauver or an active or 
not be anactlve or retlre-~ . 
retired judge. 

[Code 1950, 12.1-37.31 

d fot sanction. The con-
7.2 Authority ,nd p~ocet:reestablishment of a Judi­
stitution provlde

R
s ~r c

e
olll1llission and grants the 

" 1 I iry and eVlew " ela nqu . h "ty to censure. retlre, or 
Supreme Cou:t t~e aut ~rldge of a court oftecord 

any JUstlce or JU. .t. " 
remove f h State Corporation Comm.18s~on :1 
plus member! 0 t e" " for disability or'm18con-
and Industrlal C~mml!S10~hen states that the Gen­
duct. The const1tutl0t;t· ral law for the 
era1 Assembly may provlde by g~n:f J"udges :of any 

" nt censure. or remova . "" retlreme , , . d t'ner personnel exerclSlng 
t not of recor , or 0 . ". " _ 

.~ou: " " All judges are &ubJect t~ 1m 
JUdlclal functtons. ance in office,' cortuptl0n, 
peachment for malfeas

h 
highcrlme or miedemean-, 

neglect of duty, or ot er , 
" d or" . "on may administer oaths, order an 

The cOlllllllSSl. . " f b k nd " .. d for the inspectlon 0 00 sa .. 
othe~w18e pro~l e b oenas for the attenl1ance of 
records. and. ;lIsue su / t" on of phyaical evidence. 
witne8Ses and the pr? uc 1 " to make rules to 
The commiasion ha! tn~ autho~:&.~Y" . s All papers 

overn ita invest1gatlons an eS,nng 'iasion 

~i1ed .wif~hd ant'~aP1~ocUenet~~n!:db~~0~:c~h~e~= of pro~ 
are con 1 en 1 .. , .. .. " 

d " is fiied with the Supreme Court. . 
cee lngs A t IV 117 Art. VI, 110; Code 

[Const., r. ,.. 2 1 37 15] 
1950, 12.1-37.1, 2.1-37.9 to • - • 
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WASHINGTON: 

Court of LlI8t Resort' " 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The court sit,s at Olympia, and 
conducts business year-round 'except for nonjudi-
cial days. ' 

[Conlltittitic;m, Article IV, Sections 2, 3; Re­
vised Code of Washington (hereinafter R.C~W.) 
Section 2.04;030] 

1.2 Organization. The constitution provides that 
the legislature can designate separate department. 
of the court. Supreme Court Rules have divided 
the court into two department,s or panels. "nle' 
Chief Justice c~n s.pportion business to tbe. court 
departments. 

[Const., Art. IV,52; R.C.W. 12;04.150; Rules 
of Court--Supreme Court Administrative Rule 
(hereinafter S.A.R.) 6] 

1.3 Jurisdieton 
a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction 

in habeas corpus, quo warranto, and mandamus di­
rected to state officials, and tbe issuance of 
wr i U ~. It also has j ur i sd ic t ion over bar admis­
sion, discipline, and disbarment of attorneys. 

b; The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdic'­
tion in all cases except civil actions involving 
dollar amounts under $200 unless the action in-

o volves the legality of a tax, impost, assessment, 

I ',~ 
~. ", .. 

toll, munic.ipal fine, or the validity of a statute. 
[Const., Art. IV, 54; R.C.W. 12.04.010; Rulea 
of Court--Admissioq tC!~r.actike ,Rules, an.d 
Discipline "Rules for Atl:~neysJ " 

1~4 Justices (9) . . 
a. The Cbief Justice is the justice baving the 

shortest term to serve and not holding office by 
appointment or election to 'fill a vacancy. If two . 
justices have equally 'short: tet'!lls. the other jus­
tices determine who will be Chief Justice~ The 
Cbief Justice completes his term in this role .• 

b. Supreme Court justices must be admitted,to 
tbe practice' of lav in tbe courts of record of the 
state. 

c. Supreme Court justices aX'_eelected at large 
in the general nonpartisan'electi()nwhen state ()f­
ficers are elected,~ and se~ve' 6-year terms. When 
a vacancy occurs, the Governor appoints a person 
to hold office until the election ofa judge to 
finish the term. The election is nonpartisan and 
takell place at tbe next general election. 

[Canst., Art. IV, 513,17; R.C.tJ. n:~.04.l00, 
2.04.130), 

1.5 Administration "~ 
a. Tbe Chief Justice exercises administrllt:i.()n 

and liupervision over the entire court sys'tem 
through the Administrator for the Courts, chief 
judges of the Court of Appeals, presiding judge. 
of tbe Di!trictCourt and the Municipal Court', and 
trial court administfators. Reference Section 5\1 
(~neral administrative a~,thoritY)'. In regard to 
the administration of the Suprem~ Court, the Cbief 

.. ~. ' 

G 

". ~':>"~-~." 

·Justice act:$ I!.' coordinator be,tween the two de­
partments of the court, alJd ap,portions businessoto 
them. 

,'. b; Itefer:ence Section 5.2.b (state,...leve1 admin-
i~r~o~., . 

. c. Tbe clerk of the court is .e1ected by the 
court. "He i. reiponsible for recording all court 
proceedingo, keeping all book. required by law, 
affixing the 'leal, fil lng all papers, and training 
all Court of Appeal. clerk.. ' 

[1t.C.W.'U.04.l50; S.A.R.8, 16; Administrator 
. for' the 'CourU] . ~ , " 
1.6 Ittile-makin,. Tbe Supreme . Court makes the 
rule. of practlceand process ,for all courts. If 
the.e.ru1es conflict with any laws, the rule. take 
precede{lce. Tbe Judicial Council (reference Table 

. 29: Judicial councils and conferences) functions 
as.an adviaory coaiaittee on proposed rules. 

{R.C;W. U2.04.l80, 2.94.190, 2.04.200; Rules 
of Court; ~d.inistrator for the Courts] 

Intermediate Appellate' Court 

2.1 COURT OF,APPEALS. Tbe Court of Appeals sits 
in continuou •• e.sion. Tbe court has tbree divi~ 
.ions: Division I, headquartered in Seattle; Divi­
sion 2, headquartered in Spokane; and Division 3, 
beadquartered in Tacoma. 

.' [R.C.W. 112.04.030. 2.06.020] 
2.2 Or,anization. The co.uJ;t ~.~ts in panels of 
three Judgea. There are two 'pamela' in Divicion 1 

" and"one panel <f'tch in Divi.io~s 2 and 3. Tbere 
.are tbree diatticts ba.ed on,.geographical bound­
adell in each division.· 

[R.C.W. n2.06.020~: 2;~6.040J 
2 ~3Juriaciiction ,~\ . 

a; The Court of Appeals has no original juris-
dict.ion. ( '. , 

b. Tbe Court of Appeal. has exclusive appel­
'lilte jurisdiction in aU case. except the follow-
ing: 

death. 
(1) Criminal c .. es wbere the sentence is 

~:~ 

(2) Quowarrantp, prohibition, injunction, 
or ma",dani. directed to .tate· officiala. 

(3)Casuvbere.the con.titutionality of a 
statute, ord~nance, tax, illlpoat, ,alleument, or 
toll ba. been que.tioned _and held invalid by the 
Supe,riorCourt. 

. (4) Ca.e., involving fundamental and urgent 
illuea of broad .public import requiring prolllpt and 
ultimate determination'~ 

(5) Cases involving substantive issuell _ 
Where there 'i. conflict between panela of the"~ 
court .or with deciali()ns of the. Supreme Court. 

" Tbe .court' ean hear .~y appeal generally ex­
cludedfrom it'l juri.di~tion if t}:ansferred to it 

"jy the Supreme Court!,.. r,,~, 
[R.C.W. 12.06.0~O] 

461 

. h 

. i 

;' 'r' 
" . , 

r· 

I. 

. \ 

, 



~."""""'~ 

1 .Was,hington court syst.m, 1980 Figure" .: 

D 

8UftlK! CCUIT ~ 
9(j"uaticaa " . 
Jur18diction: " 
,.. Direct appeal •. werda actions of .tete 

ofUciaU ara involftd, ware cons tit .... 
tionslity of a atatute ia queationed, 
w.re .confl1ctiq atatut .. cr rule. ~f 
lav are l,nvlllftd, or vb~a ~h. 1e~~ 18 
of' broad pubUc, i!lta~l!.t. ;'., ,': ". 

_ Aagriaved party baa riBht of review 
vlten rever.al in Court of Appeale i. 
not una~1aou.; othervi .. ravifIV 18 4118-
cradonary • 

Court of 
l •• t 

re.ort 

constitutionality of atatute ••. 
Conflictilll .t.tut .... or rule. 

of. lave 

COUl'1' OF APPEALS (3) 
16 judla.·· . 
Jurladiction. 
_. App.-la frca 10ll8r. courU ellc.pt ,th~e . 

in til. jurUdiction of the &1pr_ 
Court. J' ~:terMdiata' '. appellate 

. ". 'court 
.. 

, ," ~ ", 

IIII1ICIPAL COUlT: (225" 
206 judgea .(94 of " 
vliich a1.0 .arva in 
the Di.tdi:t Court) 
JiJri.diction: 
.; Municipal ordinance, 

'violation.' (filie 
le •• than $500 
•• nt.nc.~ 1e •• 
than 6· .onth.). 

SUPERIOR COUIT (28) 
illl judle.- . 
Juriediction: 
_ Excludve oria1nal jurisdiction, over 

'.11 civil utters involving dollar 
_ount. oyer $3,000, title or·pone.­
don,of' r .. l property, and c .... invol­
ving the legality of any tax, lapoet, 
.ues.ent, toll, or ·\ounicipal. probate 
.nd d ..... tic, relation utter •• 

_ Excluaive original juriediction over. 
.11 crielnal wi th the ellception of 
1I1nor 1I18deaeanota. '. . 

_ Exclu.ive'or18inal juri.dictl~n over 
juvenile utters. ,) 

Appe.la de no~o. 
Jury tri.le. , 

-JUSTICE OF . TIiE ' PE,..i:EeoiJRj: 
'2 juetice •. of tl)e 1"',ce . 

'located in c.,lUJibia 'County' 
. Jilr1ediction: . 
-'Civil actiona under $1,000 
,:' (in am.. jurUdlctiona the 
•. 'lWt is under $500), .• all 

claiea. ' .' . ' 
_.Hi.d ..... nor.;with··Une Ie •• 
"than $100, .entence lot.a .thall 

30 d.y. (in' 901le juriedic­
·'tion. fine ,Ie ••. than· $500, 
sentence le.. than 6 lIKlllths), 
prellai.'nary 'hearing •• ·· ,. 

_ Tr.ffic ... tters. 
,Jury tlllala. 

DISTRICT COl"llT (13) " 
63 full-tiee, 31 part-tiee liunicipal judge. 
•• n. 
DISTRICT COUIT IIIHICIPAL DEPAll~1IT 

i"'~i ti nf "Jurlllclictlon:" '. 
Jur ~.c q . . .:. Su' ~h juri ed, ict,r[on - Ci,;l1 .ction. under ~ \\ 

$3;000, i! ... 11 :gr.ntd to the.! 
claiea." < ',dep.r,tilent by'lall,' 

_ Hi.d_.nor. with u.uallY,llrdlnanca 
fine. 1 .... than, violations .. nc\. 
$500, sent'ence 'le •• ,,< treffic.' ' 
than 6 IIOnt".; pr.,.., 
11al.nary hea~ing •• 

- Traffic .. tte·re. 
Jury tr~a1'o' 

'H" 

t Indlcatelroute' of .Ipped; 
I,' 

:, . . .' '., C t 'will increaoe frOll ll8 tci .125 01\ 
• The nuaber of' 'judge. in the Supenor our, ~ , . . 

,j.nuarY I, 1981. . . ,.. ' 

\.: ' 

. I 
Court 'of 

, sener.l 
jui;l..1!iction 

! Court.·· of 
llaUeli 

~fladic~ion 

v, 

. . ~, ' 

._co~ -0"',, 

to-

." . 

.\\ 

2.4 Judaea (16)' ,~ c '...,. ,', 

~ .. Ttiere iii ',f .. chi~f judse for each ~~:Yi"'l,on 
who .ls.se1ected 1n the same ,manner and for ,the' 

·.ame term a.:!:he Chief Ju'itice' bf thestip~¥Jme 
Court. Refere .. nee $et;tiol\,I.4., , ", ~ t ' 

, ,b.qQu,rt cif'" A~P:~.l~ )~dge' i1~usth<av.ej~een .d­
m1t,te:!i to, the, p~act1ce of law V. ,~Jt~ it_Fe I[ot ' 
le.~ ,than. ,~,y?US ,.,ri~r ,to . t!l,~~njL~ffic.~' an~, in~st 
have; been rel1dento, of ,theu dlltrlctli riot lell 
tb.r;,l y .. ~r.~ ,the t,im~of\ .ppointll!e~t '?rinlti!ll 
'election; . .,' , .,.," /!' 

c>;c.our~ o£,Appeah judlea ,(ue sdf!cted iii ,the 
I· • > ~. , " ~("".{l"' ,,_ • , 

sallie mal).ner ,and for, the.ame' te,rm ..~;U,pr4lIlle· Court 
jusUce. ~Refereriee ,Section .1.4.c. d' , " 

[R.C.W,.IS2.06.050. '2.06.070; .Ru.tesof Court-­
Court 0,£ ~peala Ad!iirtiatra,tiveR"le (herdn­
.fter c.A."l\.) 8:] . ~.: " _ .~"" ., ,tJ 

2.5 Administration' 
a. The : chief; jl.\dgel Ji~'cide alfprocedural lIia,t:­

\:er&l,nQt jffectinl,the content of the record di: 
arlUmerit. The chief judge ~n bi vilion' 1 •• aii;la C 

the judlesof that' division, to panel!,. ,'.'. ..' .. , 
b. There is no provi6ion,- for . an: adJlii:nistrator 

for. the C9urt, (;f Appeah. The Adniiriistr~tor ';'£01' 
the,Colirts a'!rvea as aalll{nia~r.fqr for ithe COUrt 
of .Appeals with the' consent' of the court. ,'t(e£et­
enc.es.el!tion5.2~.~:(~.tate~level admin1stratqi:>, • 

c~,.Eac1) divis,lQn ,app,()lnts a clerk. Iher~, are 
c, 'no forma~provJsioJls_JQr assigning adniini'l;rativer 

,~r,s.upervisory,} dut,;\~s" to' the ",clerk. He has re-'" 
sponsil>il.ities as, determined!?y the Court. , 

'[R.C.W. 12.06.040; ',ca.R.6'~ '8. '16; 23; Admin-
is,trator. f,or t,~e 'Co'ur~sh'\:" " 

!.6 Rule-maklng.The adml~,lItr_,t.1on, ~nd 0 proeedtire 
of the,c,ourt is ,provided by .Supreme Court.Rule , 
though thecourtc:an esta~li~1) ,ruleS s"ppleme,ntary 
to and not in-conflict, with ,Supreme Court Rules. 

0(C~n8t •• 'Art. ']:V.530; R~C.W. U2"06~030. 
2.06'.040] , "" o' . 

Court ofGen~ra1'jurisdiction 
. , 

. . .0 " 
3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. Ti)ecoJrt a~ts In.continuous 
see,don except for nonjudiCial days. 
," [Co~st~ •. Art,., IV. 16:;, R.C,.W. 52 •. 0S.030] . 

3. 20rgllnizati'on.' The, 39 cou"'ti!!~ o( 1:h~:stat'e 
are' divided into, 2S, divisions based .on cGunty or, 
mult;i~¢ounty bo,,~d~iie8. Superior Courtseasi(;ns 
are' held in the county aeats:. There are no' spe- ' 
~ia1i~i2d" div.1.i~n. of the' court.' ,.', "\' 

, . [a.c.W, ,IS2.0S.030.2.0S.0(;1 ,to 2.0S.065J 
3.3 Jurisd~iction. ". 0" , ',;,,; ".1 ' , 

. a., TheSuperlor Court has excl~l1ve\~r1g11la1 
jurisdiction'in all ci",'il'case'a il~1fQl,,,,ih~401iar. l) 

amount,s .oVe~, $3;000, 9t~,tle'or possl!a.ion,l)f real, 
ptoperty.and" cases 1nvol Ving "the h!gality. of ~ny 

,tax. iinpott, '.uessment'; toll, or municipal fine. 
The cour~ 'also,~!lIJ exclusive o~,igip .. ~ ju:riadictipn 

er'1m'111'.1.prO,l>att1. juvenile •• ,nd,!l~~iti.c 'mlt:- 0 
geographic juri.4ictioll. except,:wh~~e, 

wit;h,' t!te j~st1ceof the Peac~Cour,t;~' ',' " 
U1S~II:"U: . cou.rt:.:.\ld, HUl:llcipal Court. in Citieil ~~~.r 

pop~l.tion. 0> ,.,.".,~', ., • ," , ,., 

. The' superio'i-' Court I}a~ ,~ppeU.t'l!. ju.rbdic:--
over cas,.'in ,ah. tri':l-~co:urts~": .' ,"' 

.[co,~l!t·. ,,:,.~r'~~, 'tv,~< 16;.R.d::~W~I'$~.O'~.Q'l~" 
2.0S,~02c;\~ 3.20.020 r 3.20.040. 3~66'\920J 
3.66,.060.35.20.250) . ,,\ 

'3.4 ,.1udg~s. (lis)' ., , " ; ,.'r 
, 'a. The Superior Court does, not 'h.{;e·-' chief 
judge,.ov~r.agithe courts",9~ pre.'id,ing ,j~~8"s, for' 
the 28' dU'Ulona. " ,C 

'. 

" , 
f 'j' ~,~ ~~.:J 

,'" 

1.1 J) 

. ,j;, M' 'Sqpe;,io,:, Po~;~ ju4B~a~~s t mee tth,e.~iIle 
qualific~tiona .sSupreme COI,I:rt justicea.Refer.,.. 
~nce,,'S(fct'k9n,.~·4,t,I>.. '. ' :;",': '; ; . 
, c. Sup",nor'Court JQlge~ B,re selecte,d 1.n tne 

.,ilame mannei: andfo:r.~he 'e,4!1i.!1l ''i.e~ .s ,Sup;r.eme.Coupt 
justices •. : Ref~~en:c~~·,~;'ee~~0n,,,,.1·~4~~:. ,.,' .'~/-, '.,' 
., [Cons~ •• Art. lV.

"
S5e; ~.q,.,W.,S2.08.060; ~dmi".l"" 

iiltr.a~or "for,~I1.e.cq.!l:r,tl!1:).".," "j" ,',' , 

3.5 Adminiatr,at,ion. '" , '" , 0 • n,. 

, 'a", 'lber,e lire" no ,proyision~ ,for a chief judge 
overalltb~S"pe~,ior"CQl,lrtsDr . f,or 'pr~'aidin~, :, 
jl,idle{,fpr,,~~e~q;~df~i.ipn8..,," 't, ',il • "r " ~ 
,'p, b~,~e;reh 'nCl .. pro",isiq~ ,for.;8n:"8dm~~1~t;rat9r , 
over allqhe SuperioJ"Courts~ The positiop of ad­
mini,.t,ratoriaaut;bo:ril1:e4, to,r SOIll,!Cou;rt;s by. the " 
judge of tl},;cou;rt al)ci'i.'~unde'd ,by th"le8b~4'" 
ture. The ''adminis t'ra tor I i reipon'albi 11 ties .a're" 
i] • • . , '" ". ' ,,' t".. , ~, .~:: _ ' . . .• '~ 
determIned" by the. 'Judi!! of ;the '~!l~Jtt; and~re pn .. 
,marili a~pervisioJl of the :cJ1~nd~~.r' .ndthe bud-, ' 

.:~et. ,~~f). e.:r;e,'.\ceSec tiC?n ,5i2. b' ~~~.t.,lt~"i,i~:V~ladinin;" 
lstrator • '. , '., ., ", "'; "'",' ., 

., , c •. Th.e chrk.~~pf ~he:.s~p~:ripri,CoQr~s are 
, ele!=t~d'iPcou~i:;Y _~(~.ir,ei.,~ •. ,xn('c.,ertain co"nt,ie8 .. wi~Jt 

populatl,o,n ;~ess,~han3 .3,O~d .. ~he c.cou~ty clerk ,18 

.'. alao, ex .offl!:10· ci~~~ty :~~d~tpi?:. ' ~~ie ,~re no ,for"; . 
' mal "prQviaiqna Jo.r ,.isj.g~~",g .d'!lini,a,h.Hve dqti,es 
te 't,~ec:l~rk~,:~e h~a ,~~sponsib'~liti,e.,' as"deter"; 
mlneil by ,the, ,court.", , " ,. , 

, ':[c~~i·t.~ 'A,it,~ ,iV..,}I~6,;~'R,~:C.~:W:~.'§j~;.;'l6.0~0; Q£,:-
· ti'7e Qf¥Diirii~ttatox: .forth~. Oour,t,~), . ,', .... 
.. ,3.6 'Ru1.e:makln$ ••. !h~, Sqp:c;ellle C~.u~t ha,sp,r~~~dura'l 

rllle""m!lklng Jutl!QrltYl .• ~~SjJpe~.1C?r.jC:OI,I!t ,eilta~:­
lialles uniform Ildll!inis~TatlV~. r~l,es .• :· ~ ," . ,. ;, . 

[Cpnsf:. ,Art •. IV, :$24;~.c.w.~H,2.0!t~190. 
2.0S.230) .. " '. '" . . 0. , ," 

. , ..,' \ .;'" ,'~ .. ,. {.p;~ 

'. " ~ ~ " ~ '. .,'. . .' ,,' ... "(} ~. 

Courts of Lim~ted:orSpec iaf .Ju~isd:ict to!. , ~, 
,'~ < ',.'./ ,.: • ~ " • .;, ,," : •• .'. ,'. ,," ;"~ ',' ~_o'~"" . 'i . ". , 

4'.1. i JUSTICE OF .. THE PEACE COURT. The ,Ju8,tice "orp 
the "eace~Collrt .. ,a;re o.pen, .excepton, 'riQ~Jud i~,ia 1 
days.' 'Se'isions of the ~~ol.1rt ,.~eildd "at' .ueh 
pl.ces as provicled by the jUilticieo'l the P!!acl! 
<;:our .. t'distr{ctinl plan~,Th.e ,cou~,tdt,s~a' often 
all I?uai.ness" ~~q~irti'~ in0e~.c'~ ,~i~y'6f '"t~e.Jui!ld,c~ 
of ~'be Peace CQurt, disb~icta... .', 

.. [RI~C.'f.,. 3".3~.()4orG:'l ~ ," ,',., ,,' . 
4.2.1 ?rganl~jtl,oni~ Tn~r~ 1, qnly:~,one;county, " 
CO,lumbla., .t.l11 ~s, .. n8, ,~hJ"s,~:lce .o!th~ ;Pe~c:e" ' 
Cq~tt;. All ,Ql;fter cou,nt;i.ei!l ,~~~e"Di~~,r1c~<Courts, • 
.Oile:3us,tice of the Peace Court ,.se.rVea all. of,,,, , 
'colu";j,i •. c~oupty.,l'Iiere,a~~' ",q :!lp~ci.Hied ,d~~i';;' 
.!liona of , fh~'court ;':' ,'; ,. ,J " :, :~o' ,:; 

, [Office 'of Administ:ra'tor'for: ,the Court.] " , 
4.3.1Jur'isdic;tionr(~.~': -,,' '~",,' .", 
, ,."~" TJte JU8t.ic ... ;~f the,' ,P~.c·e :Court ba .• ~~'q~c:'u'r-

, 
." 

rent . c:ririli~al :jur~.iii!p.,tion, witb:~~h~', Superior Cou;rt 
overa,ll ,aisdemeanqiiior,. It:oi. JDi.d~m~Qnor.a in ita. " 
coUnty. 'ril'e ~Cour,t, 'cannot iinpo.e niore tllan" a $590 
fineor".illlpr,i!.',?~ent, over.tfJ, mo~~l\sfn."c;it'ie'iJover, 1\ \I. :. 

20~.o()9popu,1~,t~~~,;oraf,inft~yet i,roo .of pv,r, ,30/ 
~.ys :ofi~prl~~~~nt in",~l;oth~r :c,~tje~.",· ""I . 

, . ,.' ,~lJ:-t~me, j"itic:e" Q.t th,e. pe,~ee, w)).q •. ".re:.:t:e-' 
, , 'iquil'ed, py, .law,t,o "lle. ,at~o#neys .. nave 'Ju,r~Qdicl:i,on ";in 
· ,~ci~v,~l m,a~~e~,~}n.J(;'ivin~4qH~r:"~'!I0~ntll' inide(;, ';. 

'$l.OOQ; JUiJ,tle;.,eiJ· whq ,40 ;not'~llJf1U, ,these'iC~il;:!j!r;Lll,'. 
h~~~, c,i.~i.l: J.~r1~d.~cd~~i~'~t.~,et.i~i~"otViqg ;~~1z1~i" 

, alllCluntis :undet $500,.I,n:a,1l i:;~v,i1 iiuitte,r~'. bO!1eve!:., 
, j~:d"'d~cit~~, :iv~~ ,.c,Ii~~,s~)n~ol;""ip. ~~.~ ~rfF~~ti',<\,~· 

,,£:a~,,~ ;';!IIPr1"o~~nt~ 1~:P~~;1; ~~\'...~~,~\ Di~hc!~~s .~ro~,",,\ 
~!~d~~C,~~~l~~,~;~:~:,e~~,.,h~~j~r,'~r~.~Qtl~~ ~.I!,exc \ ' 

· 'rhe"C:ourt\' ha~~;.J.'tli:S~J~t\o,no;v~r t,r44ic .. 
::,c~.s •• ~']).:',' .,;,,' >- t . .;.:.~:~" ":~'\'!" . f ',~:o, ¢"', )", "' 
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'\ 
b. The Justice of the Peace Court has n.,o ap.., 

[R.C.W. §13.66.020, 3.66.030, 3~~6:060, 

pel late jurisdiction. 
[Const., Art. IV, no; R.C.W. §§3.20.0?O, 

,35.20.2501 . , ...• . , . 1 
4.4~'2 Judges' (63 . full-'time, 31. part-t1me muuicipa 
"hldges serv~).. .. : ' . 

3.20.030, 3.20.040] 
4.4.1 Judges (2 Justices of the peace) 

a. The Justice of the Peace Court does n,ot 
have a presiding judge. , , 

b. Justices of the peace must be C1t1zens of 
the United States and the state; must be voters of 
the precinct in ~hichelected; and cannot be a 
sheriff, coronet, or~uperi~r Court clerk •. Jus­
tices who hear cases 1nvo!,V1ng dollar amounts of _ 

than $300 but less than.$l,OOO must be ~ttor mare ,'~ U .. 

neys ~.' Jus tices of the peace are ci!l~cted at, thE!' 
general election of county and prec1nct off1cers 
and serve 4-year terms. . ' 

[R.C.W. 153.04.010,3.04.040, 3 .• 04.080},<, 
4.5.1 Administration ,,"> 

a. There fa no prov1810n for a presiding judge. 
for the Justice of the Peace court~: " 

b. There is no provision for an adm1n1strator 
for the Justice of the Peace C~u~t. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-.level adm1nutrator). 

c. Wilen clerks are . provided for by statute (in 
cities greater than 100,000 where the~e are ·two 
justices of the peace), they are app01Jlte~ ~y .the 
justices acting as a board. and are, statutor:1ly 
authorized to perform clerical dutles such as 
taking cus\=ody of books~'records, a~d pape~sj b~-_ 
in presellt'during sesnon.of cou~t~ .. swe~nn~ W1t 
ne~ses; administering oaths; rece1v1ug f~~es, and 
affixing the seal. . 

[R.C.W. 513.12.090, 3.54.020, 35.20.210, 
35.20.220, 35.22.440, 35A.20.110] 

4.6.1 Rule-making. The S~preme Court has proce: 
d ral rule-making authority ~~ all,courts. Ad 
m~nistrative rule-making au ttiOritly=:::::k vested in 
the individual court·. 

[R.C.W. 12.04.190, Office of,. tM Administra-
tor for the Courts] 

4.1.2 DISTRICT COURT (also call~d Justice ~ourt). 
The District Court sits in cont1nuous seSS10n. 

[Clerk, Thurston County] , 
4.2.20rganizati0l!.. Counties with ~~pu~at10ns(~ 
over 125,000 are required .toh~ve D18tnct ~) 
Courts. Counties with populat10nB under ~25;000 
1.n elect to form D'istrict Courts upon maJonty, 
~ote of the county cOminissi,oners (county gov~r~~ng 
board). As of October 1980, ther~ were 73 D1S ._ 

, trict Courts based on county ~nd 1nter:-c~unty d: 
visions. Any' city can estab11sh a Mun1c1palDe, 

of the District Court ,that can also, .be partment t 
.' eferred to as the Municipal Court ot. the C1 y. 
r [R.~W. §§3.30.0,20, 3.46.010, 36.l3.010j Ad-

mhfiitrator for the courts1 
4.3.2 Jurisdiction . ".'" _ 

a. The District Court has cnm1na~ Jur18d1~ 
tion concurrent with the Superior Court and the", 
Muni~ipal cout't in cities over 400;000~ ove~ all 
misdemeanors and gross misdemeanors,,, v101at10nsof 
city ordinances, and proc~edings to keep th~peace 
in their respective eount1es •. They cannot 1mpose 
sentence greater than a fine 0~$5?0 and/or 6 . 
months of iriiprisonment. ,. The D1.stnct, Co~rt ,has 
original civil jurisdiction i1}case~ 1nvolv1ng sum~ 
und'er $3,000, except actio.ns· '1~volV1ng real,p~opeT 
ty, false imprisonment, libel, '~~~nder, md.1c~oUS 

\' a. In diilt,#cts hav1ng more than one ,J~dge, 
tlie judges mus'(etec~and c:ertifya pres!.d1ng 
judge from among theu numb~r.. I~ th~y. do ~ot, 
'the Supreme Court desi~natesthe. prend1~g Judge. 

b • District Court Judges. mu~t be reg18tered 
voters of their district~, and, uther (1) ,mufij~ be 
la~ers admitted to .. ~he pract1ce of l,a~ 1n the 
tate or (2) must have been previous~y electe~ , 

:nd h~ve served as a justice of the peace, mU?1C1-
ra1 judge, or police judge in .the, st~te, or en 

i?ust: have 'taken and passed a quahfY1n-g exam for 
~he office, as provided for by Su~teme C0'tr~~ rules 
in districts under 10,,000 populat1orl. 4 . 

c. District Court judges are ele~ted70 :-year 
terms by the voters of their. respect~ve d1str1cts. 

[R.C.W. n3.34.050,3.34.06?,,3.34.~70; Rul~s 
, of'Court-"'Justic.e Cour,t Adm1n18trat1ve Rule 

(hereinafter;J •. A. R.) 5) 
4.5.2 Administration ~, , 

a. In the Dist'iict Courtilhavin~ a preSld'1ng 
judge, the judge supervises the bunness of the 
district: assigns judges to depar~ments if the . 
court is'departmentalized, superv18es the prepara­
tien'and filing of required reports j and performs 
such' other duties as required by statut~ ~r rule. 

·b. There is no provision for an adm~n1s~r~t~r 
for the District Court. Reference Sectl.'0n.5.2.b 
(state-level administrator) • ., 

When clerks are provided for by statute, 
,the/~re appointed and statutorilyautho~ized: to 
perform cle.rical duties. Reference Sect10n < 

4.5.l.c(Administration). . ~. 
[R.C.W. U3. i2~090,. 3.54.020,.35.20.210, I 

35.20.220, 35.22.440, 35A.20.ll0; .J,.A.R. 5] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The Supreme c~urt has p~oce­
dural and administrat.ive rule-mak1ng author1ty, 
though the courts can adopt procedural rules not 
inconsistent with Supreme Court rules. 

[R.C.W. §3.30.080j J.A.R. 2) 

4 1 3 MUNICIPAL COURT (sometimes knowna.s . police 
c~u~t). The Municipal Court is open except .~n. 
nonjudicial days. It holds r~gular and s~ec1!al 
sessions at such times prescr1bed by the Judges. 

[R.C.W. 34.20.030] "d d ' , . 1 Courts are prOV1 e 4.2.3 Or&anization. Mun1c~pa, ' , 
bylaw '~or all fIlunicipalit1es., In ,c~t1es ,over 
409,000 poplIlation, ,the cou~t 18 d~v1ded 1~~~ 
three departments, or mor~ 1f. proV1ded by 
legialative body of the C1ty. 
. [R.C.W. 513.59.010, 35.20.010, 35.20.100, , 

35.22.420, 3~.23.590, 35.24~450, 35.27 •. 520, 
35A.201 ,. ., 

4.3.3' jurisdiction , " . ' 
a The Muriicipal Court, where 1t exi~ts; ha~ 

exciu~iveoriginal jurisdiction ina~l c~t~ ord1-
nance violations. Municipal Co~rts 1n C~t1~s ~v~r 
400,000 population abo have concurro!n~ Ju~ud1c 
t ' with the Superior. court and the D18tnct 10n . .' 'd' . , sdemean-Court over all misdemeanors. an ,grou m1 . 
ors and proc'eedings to 'keep the peace. 

'b. The MtinicipalCourt ha~ no appellate juris-

diction.. . 5 20 030 
[R.C.~. 113.50.020, 3.66.060~3. • • 

, 35.20.250,35.22.460,35.23.600, 35.24.460, 
, 35.27 .S3Q·, 35A. 20.040] , .. in the 

'4.4.3,jud&es (206;""'94 of wh1ch also serve 

, , I 

. prosecution, criminal conversatl.'on, or seduct,~on. _ 
, The Municipal Department generally hears or 

dinance violations and traffic cases. ~ 
'. b. Th~ District courtQhall no appellate juris-

District court) . 400 000 
a. Cities with populations la~ger than " 

have a presiding Municipal Court Judge, wh? 1S 
diction. ~ '464 u 

, i 
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selected. by majority vote of the. judges ,of the 
·court. 

b. Qualifications for judges vary, depend~'ng 
upon statute or municipal ordinance. In all 
cities over 5,000 population, judges must be at­
torneys unless they are justicesQf the peace. 

c. Selection of judges var~es with the munici­
pality. The term of office also varies with the 
municipality, but is generally '* years. 

[R.C.W. SS3.50.040, 3.50.'050, 35~20.ioo, 
35.20.150.35.20.170,35.22.420;35.22.660, 
35.23.660, 35.24.450. 35.21.520, 35A.20 •. 0201 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. The presiding judge in Municipal Courts in 

c~Ues over 400,.000 population is responsible. for 
the administration of the court and the assignment 
of calendars to all departments. 

b. The position of court administrator is 
authorized by statute for Municipal Courts in 
cities with populationslarge,~ than 400,000 •. Un­
der supervision of the presiding judge, the court 
administrator supervises the functions of the 
chief clerk and director of the Traffic Violations 
Bureau or. similar agency, and performs other du­
ties assigned by the presiding judge. 

c. The chief clerk of each Municipal Court is 
appointed by the judges of the court. Upon recom­
mendation of the judges of a Municipal Court, the 
legislative body of the city may provide for the 
appointment of assistant clerks as the legislative 
body may deem reasonable. Some Municipal Court 
clerks perform administrative duties as well as 
clerical duties. ' 

[R.C.W. §§35.20.l00, 35.20.105, 35.20.210; Of­
fice of Administrator for the Courts] 

4.6.3 Rule-making. The S~preme Court has proce­
dural rule"'maki'ngauthority~ There are no statu­
tory or constitutional provisions for court admin­
istrative rules. This is dependent upon municipal 
ordinance. 

[J .A.R. 2, 3] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court promulgates rules for the 'administration of 
all courts. The Chief Justice supervises the Ad­
ministrator for the Courts in his .duties over the 
state courts. Reference Section l,.5.a. 

[R.C.W. §2.56.030j Rules of Court1 
5.2 Office of Administrator for the Courts 

a. The office 1S established by statute. 
b. Adminis'trator for the Courts. ,. 

(1) The position of Administrator for the 
Courts is authorized by statute. 

(2) The only statutory qualification is 
that the Administrator not be over 60 years of age 
at the time of appointment. The Administrator is 
selected by the Supreme Court from a list of five 
persons submit;::;.ed by the Governor. 

(3) The duties of the Administrator include 
the following: examine the administrative methods 
used in the courts and make recommendations; de­
termin,e needs for court assistance in hearing 
cases and make recommendations to the thief Jus­
tice for the transfer 'of judges; collect data and 
make reports on the court as needed. and ort the 
Office of the Administrator annually; prepare and 
submit budget estimates, and make recoDimendat;i,ons 
for the judiCial system; and colle,ct data and"'make 
reports on ,local and state expenditures for the 
judicia], system. 

?E.g '" .. 
\' " 

,,' 
_~, .... _~~: __ ..,....._o"""_,:,,,-,,~~ ____ . __ ~"--= __ ":-''';'' ___ '''''''Wii'''''''-iIOU ., IiIlIill",t ... .wj(: 

c. Office' organization. 'TIu!Off1ce of Adaiirt­
istrator for the Courts consists of 73 people: 52 
professionals (including the Admin1,strator for:,'the 
Courts) and 21 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional'staff provides support services .in the 
folloWing areas: systems analysiS, programming, 

. computer' oi!eratlons, ;records!Danagement, forms 
development, .and field representation; court 
coordinationa~d other court services; payroll, 
accounting, budgeting, and purchasing; education 
an4 training; personnel systems; and planning and 
,research activities including statistical compila­
tion., judicial planniug, research, evaluation, 
st~tistical analysi~, and legal services. The ad­
midstrator, with the approval of the Chief Jus­
tice, sel~cts his lI~aff.·' 

[R.C.W. SS2.56.01.0, 2.56.020, 2'.56.030; Admin-
istratorfor the Courts] . 

. Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2.1 Cdllimlssioner 

a. Commissioners are selected 'and removed by 
the judge of the Superior Court of 'the county or 
district. They must be citizens of the United 
States and voters of the counties. 

b. Commissioners have the' authority, subject 
to revision by the judge, to perform .the duties of 
judges at chambers (i.e., gr~nt defaults, fix, and 
approve bonds), take depositions, and perform 
other duties as prescribed by law. " 

[Const., Art. IV, §23; R.C.W.n2~2'4'~010, 
2.24.040; 13.04.030] 

6.1.2 SUPERIOR. COURT 
6.2.2 Referee 

a. Referees are appointed ,by"and serve at the 
pleasure 'If the court or judicial,,,officer. They 
must be qualified as jurors as provided by stat­
ute. must be competent as jurors between the par-

465 

ties~ and must be practicing attorneys. . 
b. Referees have the power to try an issue of 

law or fact Glr ascertain any other fact in a civii 
action and, report on it; execute an order,judg­
ment, or decree; and exercise any other power 
authorized by law. 

[R.~.W. §§2.24.060, 4.48.050] 

6.103 SUPERIOR COURT' 
6.2.3 Jud&e pro tempore' 

a.Judges pro tp-mpore are selected by the par­
ties or their attorneys, and removal,is upon final 
disposition of the case. Judges proi.tempore must 
be members of the bar, must be agree,~ upon in 
writing by the parties litigant. or ~,heir attorneys 
of record, and mUst be approved by t:~e court., 

b. Judges prQ tempor~ try the ca~es b~fore 
them as judges of the court. !', 

[Const., Art. IV,§7; R.C.W. §2.!?8.l80] 

6.1.4 JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT and'/DISTRICT COURT 
6.2.4 Justice of the peace pro tempore 

a. Justices of the peace pro tempore are se­
lected and removed 'by the court •. They must be reg­
istered voters of "the Justice Court .district and 
must be either lawyers admitted to practice in 
Washington. or elected justices o! the peace, mu­
nicipal judges or police judgesLor, in dist.ricts 
with populat{ron iess than 10,000, pecsons who, have 
passed a qualifying exam. 

o - ; t;q 44li1t#£QLUIJIJr. . . . 
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:~ 

" ,- Fiscal .d~niatr.tiC1n 
""1,_ Per8o~nel 
- ·1'urC:ha.~ng 

• '0 

(, 

II' 

0' 

{~. 'Juotic •• of , .. ~ •. ~"" J~'ro 
attjudgea of, court in any di,strict of 
durins t he ~ellporary absence, di.q!:UIlif",j;ill,L.JLUU 
i!lcapacity of ,the district judge. 

[It.C.W.§3.34.l30; Adi1l1.niat'r'itpr 
CourtsJ 

a. 
lind removed by thejudgea of 'the 
miaaioners must be graduated of' an' Jlt',I'.r •• df 

school, muat be in good standiD~ 
ton 'Bar Association,and IIUSt "lave 
perience in the practice of la'il or 
,related field. Co_isaioners are 
an, oath of adherence to the Cdde of ,"'UQ""':"'~L'" 
duct. " ' 

b. JU8ticeCourtco!llllli~,s~onera' have 
authority ,in criminal matter, as diu 
possess and prescribe. They;ihave ,no 

(\ 

o 

civil matte!::a. 
" iR~C.W. ',' SS~.42.02Q~ 3:42'.1(1) 

" 

6;1.6 MUNICIPAL COURT 
,6.2.6 Jud"e 'Pro tempore 

a. Judges ,'pro tempore are selected by 'the 
lIay'pr or tbech1~fadm1nistrative officer of the 
e1tT'~~ ,;tn dties overl400,OOO population the 8e­

'lectfon isllllJdefrom:a list aubmittedby the iIIu-
nic;lpal judges. Judg,es pro tempore must meet 'the 
samequal1ficationB as a judge of the Municipal 
COl,lrt;,.. ' ' 

J, 

, , ' b." Judges pro ,tempore have the ,same dutiel';~ aild 
re~pon8ib:l:l1'ti~"8' ar:;;judges of the court. c, 
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.' [R.C.W. 5§3.50.090, 35.20.200, 35.22.520. 
35.23.650, 35.24.480, 35.27.S~5, 3SA.20.l00) 

judiCial DisClpiine· 

7.0 ~he,~e.j,8no. ,proviSion for a judicial d;lsciplin­
ar)"coJDDi1as!oJi. . 
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SuPROO' COURT OF APPEALS = 
5 justices 

" Jurisdic~ioni ' . . . f 
". Original jur1sd.iction in pro",eed~ng8 0 d 

habeas' corpus, ,..nda",us, prohibition, an 
certi<>rari. " , 't . 

... Appellate jurisdiction in civil cases, a 

. law over ~300, inequity, in eases iuvolv-
ing constitutionality of a law, and .. in , 
felony and misdemeanor matters appealec,l , 

,. from Circuit Court.: . 

~ ., 

CIR.CUlT COURT (31) 
60 -judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil acdons at law over ~100;equity. 
_ Original jurisdiction in criminal utt,.r •• 
App~als de novo from Magistrate Court. 
Jury trials. -

~ 

HAGiSTRATE COuRT (55) 
150 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Civil actions under ~1,500. SlI&l1 claillls 

and landlord-tenant utters. 
_ Felony preliminary. KtBd.emeanor with fines 

less then ~1,OOO or senteuccS less then 12 
months. 

- Traffic II1II tters. 
Jury trials. 

KllNICIPAL COURT. (54) 
54 judges 
Jurisdicti!m: 
_ Ordinance violations. 
- Traffic 1II8tters. 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates rou.te of appeal. 0 

II 

• Municipal Courts are not, part of the state 
unified court syste1ll. They are organized 
and operated at the, local level. 

" , , 
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, general 
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Court 9t 

'. judsd1:etion 

Courts of 
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jurisdiction 

t; 

: " 

.. f, 

Q 

Cour): of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME CODRT ,OF APPEALS. The courtsitsa~ 
Charleston, thi! state cap:l,,):al:O Tworegulat;te~s 
,are' held. each yeat;, cOJll!llencing. OIr the. 'secon~ 
Tuesd~y in Januaryandothe first; Wedne!Jday in 

,September. Special. teJ;ms and :differentlocatiQns 
, can be designated by the C01.1rt. 

[ConsUtution', ArticleVI:tI. Sect1Qn ,3; West, 
Virginia Code).966 (hereinafter. Cod,e) Sections 
"~~~"~~] . 

1. 2 Organization. The Supreme Coux'J .of Appe~ls : 
~oes no): sif;i'!l pa,nel,s. , " 

[Const.,Art. VIiI, §2) 
1.3 Jurisdiction " .' '. , 

a. The court hasoriginal'j~l;.1sd.1ction ,;l.n pro­
eee~ings1nhabea.~orpus, .andi(mu8;,pr()hibi(:ion, 
and cerf;;l.QraJ;h, ' 

b. ~e court's appe,llate jurisdiction ex~~n4,. 
to cr:!.lDdlal cllses wh~~~:~;tll!!.re ha!Jbeena c~n;vict1on 
for a,felony PJ' milJ!1ei(lfia~()r in .the CI~ciJi): Couri:, 
and where there has been aconVicdon ina court 
of limited jur1sdict1pp thath!ls be~n"affi.rmed·bY 
the Circu,it Court. In crimi~lll ca,!3es,rela~ing'to 
the public revenue,tM tight qfllPpeaLbelpng. to 
the sta):e ,as we~~·lls the d!!fendant;:~''n1eco!Irt''has 
appell~):e jilJ':!..sdict:l.on inc:!.vUcase!J'at .law where 
the mat):er.in co~troversy.exceed!J • .300,,(amouilt may 
be iIlcri!asec:l by a legislat:;t,v~ 8c,t);: :in ci v11 cases 
ill equ:!.ty; in. cop.trQveJ'!Jies, concet;nillg t;:hed.t1es 
or bounc:larie!! or laIld;i:npl;()Ci!edin,ga :1nquo wa~­
rantQ.. habeaD0t;pqlJ:. in~ndamus, 'pJ;oll,;Lb:l,t;l.on,.aild .' 

. 'cert:ior~r.i:L~M"in:.caiil¢s :lIiv6l v;l.ng ,l!er./lQi!;al freec:lom 
ortheconst;1t;:utif.ona~1ty o,f'a law.. . " 

[Const., At;t.;"VUl" §.3; Code. §Sl-1-3.j 
1.4;Justices(S)'., . . ' .. ', 

a. Thepositioll of ChiehJ~stice;l,sdilled bY •. 
selectiQn ,Qft;h~ COUJ;t ~ A J;Qtat;1on p~ande.tel:mined 
by tile' cotiJ;t;: .gQVi!rnl! the, lel1gtl:J" ()f. ,liervice.lnth{s 
role~' ". " "" .' , . , 

b •. Sqpri!me, COl,11'1; I?f' Appes,ls justi~i!. 'lIIust.rllilVe 
a law degree.witJl Ilf;l,east: ).0 Yearll ,of leg~leJ;­
peJ'ience. :tlley mUllt IllBQ bj!i.:s"t;:'least,30yearll old 
and must have' been res;l.dents'" of the state for at . 
.leas t' 5 years. . " ", .. ,.', , ' 
, c. SUpreme COut;t9f Appeals Jtilit1ces s,re.elect,., 

i!d by'the voters to 12-year teJ,"ms in'sta:tetd:di! 
electiQJls. ,~ari:i.a",: b~iiQts are !Ised .Vaeanc:!.ell 
at;e .Ji.tled. by; gubernat~tilll appdiiltmeM: ~ndln$ " the 
next getle~al ,elect;l.()'ri~ .If,ell!! 'qiiexpire4te1'l\l i.s 
for le8., tltan, , 2 yea."II, tl),., PQsi Hoh. iii i11l;eclby . 
f;he.GQV{!rngr,~it;:hQu~'''l!feI;'Jjai,~(),tb~.,vp):e1;~. .v,. 

[C9nat., Arf;.IV.§4. ~J;t.vn:ti5n;7;, (iode 
53. .. 1--16; By Co~, ... t Qrd~r; UDI:f:hiat;i'Ii,t;1.y(;' P~'I,'~q" 

1.5 t~Inistr~t:ion.' , "i' " , 

, ;-9~ Ttl!!! ghid .1~s~.1ce.!st:~~,aa.Ilif,~i.~J:'at1;Y.<h,~d 
of tM cOul;t8. lie e.xercia~s a~m!ni$tJ;'~!:;1i9~Qll4 ., 

\I ,k;·~ ~ ... ~\ < 

. ~;' . 

sUpl},rv1S;l.on:ov~r tlie-j!nf;;i.re eourt system through 
the:AdDl1,n~st ... ative Direc,tor, of ,the Supreme Court 
of Appeals, ~Jt1e~ judges of the. Cireuit Court;:,.Cit ... 
cuit CouJ;t adlD1niatJ."&t;l.ve ass1~t@nts,aftd chief 
magiatr,te!i' Reference Section'S':;t-(Geheral adai'!l­
istrlltiYi!,'authority). The Chief Ju-sUce Ilas no 
specifically articulated duties.. however, wi th re-' 
gCird tot;:he administration of the ~~preme Court. 
His duties are listed' ~y court ordet;. ".. " " 
, b •. ,Re.,fere.nceSecUon".5.2.b .(state-level a41i1i'!l-
Is):ratQr). . , . . 

c.. ',I'Iie clerk of ):h~, Supreme. Court Qf' Appeals.. 
is. appointed by and jiervesll): the pleasure of the 
cou"'~'l'htare,at" nof01"lll8l'prov18ions for assign­
ing adminiatrat;l.ve..ciutidto tl)ec:l~rk.'Hehas 
super\'1sory au,thOi'!ty over the functiQns of the 

,. clerk's office. ',.:' "., ,', .... " ," 
[Corl'st. , ,Art:. ,YIII,S3; , Administt;ati ve ,D;l.rec-
.t~r..J ';,.; . . - . .> 

1.6 Rule'-mak1ng. The .. ,court has:the power tQ.p1'o­
mqlgatet;lllesrelating to writs, wa"rants,process, 

" practice,. ap.dpracedure ~()r: all cases aildproc~ed­
ings, c:r;l.minaland civil" {.or' all courts, of .the 
f.itate. 'The Supreme Co~rt alsohasgerieralsuper~ 
Vis()tycQntro~. over. aU Cir~uitand Mag;l.strate, 
Courts., ,', 

. [Cons't. ,Art. VIII, §3; Adm;i.niatrative Direc,. 
tQr] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 
,.' ,0 

2.0 TheJ;e1s.no·intermed~ateappel,iat~ court in 
West V.i.rgill,1a.·' 

(1 " •. ," \~tl' . ".: 

"Court of. Gene r81 , Jur!aii1:ct1on. 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT.. .Court terDjB preileiiUyare 'sPec­
';I.fied by atlltute;howtaver, the.,Supri!D!e, Court of. . 
AppealS i~eonstitut1onallY·8uthRr:l,2~d to designate' 
courtte;t'l!ls.Courtmua~ be'he.t:4,,:Jin eachc6u~ty at 
leas.!: threet.imes allnqally.,,· 

[CO~8t ... Art.,VI~I.vS5; CCicie' §Sl-"2".la to 
··,S!i-~-leeJ " 

3.2 Organization. :TI)e8tate~sdlvide(l ~nto 31. 
c:1rcuits",Each circuit contdns. frolli,· ()ne, to four 
cou~i1:es.~. There ~re no speci8Uzed divisions o~. 
theC:ourtii " .", . , 

[Code .SSl-2-l) " 
3.3 Jur1Sdiet1.on . ;';". '.' 

~. TheCircu1t~Court bas ()hg~iial ju%:,1sdicti()n 
. .. in all cl,"i:lI1ell lipd Jillsde~e~not;~~ .. :~~::c~~rt;h~.s .... ' 
ori81nalj~J;1,$d~ction;l.il all.c:1vil·c~~eiJ atl~w 
e~c~ed:lng"$lOO"'(aIliQunt e:iill :b'e iricreasei3:Hy:tMn,,_ 
leSiilat\irc!);,,,n 'all. ~i vifca.!Jeti tii~qti1:tY\i' ,.&d in·' 
ptoe!i!edlngl!! iil· h.~eilS' C:Ot;PU8. mindllm~s" qu'bo""a:rtap.-

. ' ... ~' 

fp ;p,,?~:tbi U91l { ii~cicettiOl'arc1:~ .. ' ~~,e:l!e8ilii.,ti:!.t~ n .. 

is cQnstit:u~f;C)gail.y";a\ith~~f.;zi!d· to .tra~lIfel'ptd1Sate: . 
.iurch4;1.ct;iQn from thedotint,yGo.iss1ionl"to'~Ii'; ~ ";'''<-;,. 
ClteilJ:t C.oui~.·it.f< ind".whe~;ltt d~~iij" ibappropdate.. ~". 

"() 
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b. Appeals, as permitted by l~w, from decisions 
of the Magistrate Court are by tr1al de novo in the 
Circuit Court. 

[Const., Art. VIII, 56) 
3.4 Judges (60) . . 

a. There is no provision for a ch1ef Jud~e o~er 
all the circuits of the Circuit Court., In CucU1ts 
with two or more judges, a chief judge is selected 
as prescribed in the local rule~ of court. . 

b. Cirr.uit Court judges must be attorneys w1th 
at least 5 years of legal experience. They must 
also be at least 30 years old and must have been 
resident~ of the state for at least 5 ye~rs. . 

c. Circuit Court judges are elected 1n part1san 
elections to 8-year terms by the voters of the 
circuits. 

IV 54 Art. VII, 555, 7; Admin-[Const., Art. , .. , 
istrative Director) 

3.5 Administration . 
a. Where'cls there is no prov1S:i.On. for. a ch1ef 

judge over all the circuits of the C1rcu1t C~urt, 
the chief judge of each circuit is the ~ons~1tu­
tional administrative head of the circu1t (1ncl~d­
ing all Magistrate Courts in the ci:cuit): He 1S 
responsible for the division ~f bU81nes~ 1n the 
Magistrate Court. The chief Judge app01nts the 
chief magistrate and the Magistra~e Court c~erk. 
He also &ppoints magistrates to f1~1 v~canc1es 

'pending the next election. The ch1ef ~udge may 
order any magistrate to serve temporar11y at an­
other location within the county, and may make tem­
porary assignments outside the county. . • 

b There is no provision for an adm1n1strator 
over ~ll the circuits of the Circuit Court. Th~ 
osition of administrative assistant for each C1r­

~uit is a classified position within the state 
judicial personnel system. The fil~i~g of ~he 
position is discretionary. The ~dm1~1strat1ve , 
assistant is appointed by the ch1ef Judge of the 
circuit. Some of his duties are as f~llows:. ~e 
manages and directs court administrat~ve act1v1-
ties; assigns personnel;.procures eq~1pment and 
supplies; directs budget1ng, account~n~, and pe:­
sonnel services; ~upervises re~ord.f111ng and d1s­
position procedures; confers w1th Judges, attor­
neys and public/private agencies to ensure ade­
quat~ administrative services; and performs other 
duties as directed. 

c. Circuit Court clerks are elected by the 
voters to 6-year terms. There ar~ no fo:ma1 pro­
visions for assigning administrat1ve dut1es t~ the 
clerks. They have responsibilities as determ1ned 

by their respective courts. 
[Const., Art. VIII, S§6, 9; Code 5550-1-6, 
50-1-7, 50-1-8, 50-1-13; Personnel ,Manual, pp. 
A-8 5-1' Administrative Director) 

3.6 Rul~-makins. Reference Section 1 •. 6. subject 
to the approval of the Supreme Court, each Circuit 
Court has the authority to establish local rules 
to govern the court. 

[Const •• Art. VIII,§6) 

Courts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 
(J 

4.1.1 MAGISTRATE COURT. The ~~gistrate Court sits 
in continuous session. 

[Administrative Directo:). 
4.2.1 Organization. There 18 a Mag1,/Jtrate c;)urt 
in each of the stat!'!' s 55 counties. " There are 'no 
specialized divisiollS 'of· t;he court. 

[Const., Art. VIII. no; Code 550-1"'Q 

4.3.1 Jurisdiction • . • 
a. The Magistrate Court has jurisd1ct~on.1n.all 

misdemeanors committed in the county.and Jur1sd1c­
tion to conduct preliminary exa~inat10ns on.war­
rants charging felonies. A mag1strate may 1ssue. 
arrest warrants. Except in capital c~ses, a mag1s­
trate may set; and admit t~ bail. Mag1strates h~ve 
jurisdiction in civil actions where the amount 1n 
controversy is less than $1,500. they also have 
jurisdiction in matters involving unlawful e~try 
or detainer of real estate so long as there 1S no 
title dispute., . • 

,b. The Magistrate Court has no appellate JUr,1S-
diction. ' 

[Code S550-2-·1, 50-2-3) 
4.4.1 Judges (150). The number of magistrates ~er 
county is determined by a statutory formula, wh1ch ~ 
uses population increments'. . 

a. If deemed appropriate, the chief.Judges of 
the circuits may appoint one of the mag1strates as 
the chief magistrate t~ho serves at the pleasure of 
the appointing judge. • ' 

b Magistrates' qualificat10ns are set by the 
1egisiat~re, but the constitution pi'ohib~ts any 
requirement that they be attorneys. Mag1strate~ 
must be at least 21 years old and.must h~ve a h1gh 
school education. Prior to aSsum1~g 0~f1ce ~hey 
must complete a course of instruct10n 1n rud1men­
tary principles of law as prescribed by the Supreme 
Court. 

c. Magistrates are selected bLthe v~ters of 
the counties from partisan ballots,. Mag1Strates 
serve 4.,.year terms. 

[Const., Art. VIII, SlO; Code 5550-1-1, 
50-1.,.2, 50-1.~4, 50-1-7) 

4.5.1 Administration . 
a. Chief magistrates are re~pons1ble ~or all 

administrative functions of theu respecuve courts" 
as specified in the Code,',lCOurtru~es,.or as or­
dered by the chief judges of the CUCU1~S: As a 
minimum, these functions include super~1s1~n.of . 
the court clerk in establishing an~ m~1nta1n1~g a 
centralized docketing system, sub~1tt1ng requ1red 
reports, and notifying ~he chief.Judges when the 
case load requires addit10nal mag1strates., 

b. There· are no provisions for admini~trators 
for the Magistrate Court. Reference Sect.10n 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator)~ • 

c. Magistrate Court clerke are app01n~ed by the 
chief judges of the -circuits. If t;he Mag18tr~te 
Court,.has less than three magistrates, the ch1ef 
judge can direct the Circuit cour~ clerk to ~erve 
both courts. The court clerk aSS1~t8 th~ ~h1ef • 
magistrate in the performance of 01S admln1strat1ve 
duties. 

[Code §§50-1-7. SO,;"l-~) 
~.6.1 Rule-Making. Reference Sec'tion 1.6. 

4.1.2 MUNICIP~L COURT. (The MuniCipal Court is~Jnot 
considered a part of the state ~ystein and func~'1~n~ 
independently of the Chief Just1C~e and the Adm1n18 
trative Office 'Of. the Supreme Court of APpeals.) .. 
The Municipal C'Ourt meets whenever case load demands 
it, usually once or twice a wet;k. 
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[Administrative ,Director}. . 
4.2.2 Organization. Each M~n~c1p~1 Court has 
jurisdiction within the.mu~1c1pa~1~y:Ther!! are 
nogeogrllphical or spec1allzed d1v1B1ons of the 
Municipal Court. W 0 

[Cod~,~8-10-1) 

\ ,-) 

\ 

" 

~2 Jurisdiction 
a. The Municipal Court has jurisdiction over 

ordinance violat,ions. 
b. The Municipal Court has no appellate juris.,. 

diction. 
[Const., Art. VIII, §ll) 

4.4.2 Judges (54). Mayors serve as ex officio 
Municipal Court judges. The cities may also pro­
vide for the election or appointment of one Munici­
pal Court judge if they desire. 

a. The Municipal Court does not have presiding 
j~dgea. . 

e:,\ b. Municipal Court judges must be at least 30 
years old and must have been residents of the state 
for at least 5 years. Additional qualifications 
may be prescribed by the local governing body. 

c. The method of 'appointment or election and 
the term of office are prescribed by or~inance. 

[ConEr,t., Art. IV, §4; Code §§8-l0-i, 8-10-2) 
4.5.2 Administration. All matters relating to the 
administration of these courts are determined by 
the local governing body. 

a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 
for the Municipal Court. 

b. There are no provisions for administrators 
for the Municipal Court. 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for the 
Municipal Court. 

[Code §8-l0-2) 
4.6.2 Rule"'Making. The Municipal Court may estab­
lish rules'of court provided they are consistent 
with the law and the rules of the Supreme Court. 

[Code §§8-l0-l,8-l0-2) J ' 
State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. The Supreme 
Court has general supervisory control over all 
intermediate appellate courts (none have been \;., 
established), the Circuit Court, and the ~:.f.Bt.;rate 
Court. The Chief Justice is the adm~~i8trative 
head of the courts. The court appo!'nts the Admin­
istrative Director and other e~ployees of the 
court. It also prescribes their duties and compen­
sation a~d can remove them. The Chief Justice can 
assign judges from on~_~ourt to another for tem­
porary service. Under his direction, the Adminis­
trative Director prepares and submits the judicial 
budget. The Supreme Court provides "for dividing 
the business of those circuits in which there is 
mor~ than one judge between the judges thereof so 
as to promote and secure the convenient and expe­
ditious transaction of such business." Reference 
Section 1. 5.a. 

[Const., Art. VIII, §§3, 5) 
5.2 Administrative Office of the Supreme Court of 
Appea!.!!.. 

a. The administrative office is established by 
statute. 

b.Adminiatrative Director of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals ' 

(1) The position of Administrative Director 
of the SUPreme Court of Appeals is: rruthorhed by 
the constitution. 

(2) It is desirable- that the Administrative 
.Director be a graduate of ,a 4-year college with a 
degree in public or business administration "or in 
a ~elated field. He should have extensive experi­
t!nce In court or related administrative or profes ... 
sional wo~k. The Administrative Director is 
appointed by the Supreme Court. o 
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(3) The Administrative Director prepares and 
eubmits the judicial budget. He haa charge of all 
administrative matters relating to clerks' offices, 
examines the state of the dockets in 'the various 
courts, and secures information as to their needs 
for assistance'. He is reeponsible for the prepara ... 
tion of statistical data on and reports of the 
business transacted by the courts. ' iUs duties also 
include the purchase, exchange, transfer, and dis­
tribution of equipment and supplies and such other 
dutieS assigned to him by the Supreme Cour,t. The 
Administra~~ve Director serves as the Secretary of 
the, Judicial Council .(reference Table 26: Judicial 
councils and conferences). r) 

c. Office organization. The Adminis~rative 
Office of the Supreme Court consiets of 12 people: 
5 professionals (including the Administrative Di- (} 
rector) and 7 clerical personnel. The professional 
staff provides support services in the fol,lowing 
areas: information systems activities, court sup­
port services, finance and budget activities. per­
sonnel serVices, public information and liaison 
activities, and planning and research'activities. 

[Const., Art. VIII, §3; Code §§ 51-1-17, 
56-11-1; Administrative Director) 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1.1 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.1 Commissioner 

a. The Circuit Court may appoint from four to 
eight commissioners, depending on the population 
of the circuit. Individual courts establish the 
qualifications for the position. The commissioner 
serves at the pleasure of the.court. 

b. The ,commissioner has the power to take 
depositions, to swear and examine witnessesf and 
to certify their testimony. 

[Code §§5l-5-1, 56-7-1, 57-5-11 

6.1.2 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.2 Juvenile referee 

a.' The judge or judges of the Circuit Court can 
appoint one person who is qualified .by education 
and experience,to serve'as a referee on a full or 
part-time basis in each county. 

b. A referee holds detention hearings. He is 
not permitted to conduct hearings on the merits of 
any case. A referee may order detention, but his 
decision is appealable to' the judge of the Circuit 
Court who appointed him, or, in some circuits, to 
anyone of a group of judges who appointedhiD\' 

[Code §49-5a-l to,§49-5a-61 

6.1.3 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2.3 Special' judge _. 

a. A special judge may be elected by the at­
torneys involved in the case when a judge is unable 
to attend and hold court., The clerk of the court 
holds the electi'on, . declares the results, and 
enters the same on the record. The special judge 
is required to take an oath of office. There are 
no formal qualifications fort;his position, but in 
practice special judges are local attorneys. 

b. The special judge assumes tbe duties, , 
authority, and responsibility of the judge for whom 
he is presiding. 

[Code §5l-2-l0 to §5l-2-l21 

, 
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JudiCial Discipline. 

7.1.1 Judicial Inquiry COmmission. The Judicial 
Inquiry CommissioJ:\ cons;f.sts of three Circuit Court 
judges appointed by the,West Virg~nia JUd~c1al ,As­

'sociatioJ:\, twononattorneys appoint~d by the SUfi 
preme Court, and, two atto~neys' appointed ~y the " 
bar's Board of GOvernors,. , 

[Rules of Procedure for the Handling of Com­
plaints Against Justices, Judges and &gis­
trates (hereinafter Rules) 11 

7.2.1 Authority and procedure for sanction. The 
Judicial Inquiry Commission receives complil:l.rits and 
conducts"a full investigation. A. hearing is not 
permitted"at this stage and 110 0:1;'81 testil!lony ifil. 
taken. The accused judge i~ ~fforded an QPportun­
Ity to submit a statement in wrIting. If a reason­
able .basis exists, for the complaInt, the commission 
refers' the ,charge to the JudIcial Review Board 
(reference following section) and notifies the 
acc~sed judge at the sam!;! time. ' 

[Rules I} \1 

. ~, 
7,.1.2 Judicial Review Board. The:Judfe:ial Review 
Board consists of three Circuit Court Judges ap-

(t) 

" 

"eel 

pointed by 'the Supreme C01,lrt and",two attorney" ap­
pointed by the bar's Board of ~v~rnor8. 

[Rules 2) 
,7.2.2 Authority and procedure for santion.\~e 
J!Jdicial Review BO,ard'!'sconvenec( to hear com- . 
plUnts fUed by the ,JudicIal Inqui,ry Commission. 
~it th,e conclusion ~f.~heopubl1c headn8" and upon 
,consideration of all"'the s,ubstant1al, probative, 
and :reliable evidence':developed and upon arguments 
presented, the board makes its recommendation to' 

.,the Supreme Court. Prior to the court's decisIon. 
the judge ,is afforded the opportunity to be heard. 

'The court Can ·(fi.sllil~"the complaint, or it can 
direct that the j1,ldge be admonished, Pdyal:e1y 
;,ept:ima~cled,pubUclycensured. temporaril.y SUll-' 
pended for 'averiod of, up to 1 year' without, .. pay; 
or fined. uP'to $s~OOO together with the costs of 
,the cOmm~ssion and board, or any combination there~ 
of. It, may a:l.so retire a judge wbo is Ihig1.blerfur 
reti~ement if he is unable to perform his duties' 
beca1,lse of advancing years and ~ttendant phYsIcal 
or mental Incapacity. . 
. [Rules 2) 
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Wisconsin court system, 1980 
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,/ 
SUPRI!KE JuDICIAL mORT '// 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction> , ' 
-Final 'appellate juri.diction over all courts 

in the state. ' 
'_, Limited origi,)al jurisdiction in ca~ea of 

of statewide concern. 

~ 

,.....- , 
COURT OF ,APPEAI,s (4) 

r, 

12 j"dges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Oiiginai juri.dicti.,n to iaaue prerogative 

Writa. .. 
_ Reviews decisions of lower courts Snd), ' 

,adainistrativeproo;eedings. 

CIRCUIT COURT (69) 
190 judges 
Jurisdict~!,n: 
- Original civil (except probate, small 

clai ... ). 
- Original criminal. 
.- Juvenile ma.tters. 
Appeals' 
Jury trials. 

~ 

MUNICIPAL JUSTICE mURT (216) 
216 juc!ges 

" Jurisdiction: 
_ Misdemeanors and muniCipal ordinance nola-
, tion with fine less than $200, sentence le •• 

than 6 months. 
Np jury tilals. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

() 

;i " 

" 

, /, 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

J, Court of 
liaited 

, jurisdiction 

D 

'0 

o 

" ' 

. ~.-

Ii 

" ;; 

1.lSUPREHECOURT,; " Thec'ourt sits in Madisot.l .fo.r 
one session eai;h" year, .'beginningon the second !!'ues.,. 
day in August,': 

(W,~,sconsf\1. S,t!ltutesA.nno.tat~d (hereinafter,',1 
W.S.~-, ?;r'S25hOfiJ .'. " 

1.2 Org!1li.zation. ,.'rhe cOl,l.rh,does not s~t in 
pane.1so,r,Vdivisio,ns. ',i 

1.3 Jur.fsdiction' . . 
a.,IIThe Supreme Court: has original jurisdicti~n 

in c~8es of stlltewid~.concern,s\lc;h";~$ ~.le~t.i'ons 
andJbond isSI'eS where "the taking of'-evidence"is not 
re~ldred ..The Court alsoJllayiss.ue wr'!.t's, of habeas 

..!;< ~', . .' ." ~.J ". '.' .. ' .ct"..rpus, IlUl.ndamus, quo warranto, certlorar1" ,1.nJU!l~-' 
;lfioll" and any other ~rits necel!sa~y '1:,0 ~1!1mini~Fer 

jJusHce. '. '. . .'. . .'.;, ...) 
/' .,b •. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdil:.tio'!1 

,'Over ail matters of appeal, error, or cQmpl,aint 
from the decision!! or' judgmen):s of Court: of .App:eals 
'Or of any.Circl.lit·or County Court. The Wisconsin 
CogstitV:tJonprovides ,that the Circuit .CO,urj:' has 
appellate jurifjdictj,pl}. 'Over·' Iclll courts of, Hmited 
jurisdiet..i9n. All pr9v,ided by M:a.tutes, ho~ever" 
appeals . {n"all but limited claSSeS of casesar~ 
heard. by the. Supreme Cout:t. These classes include 
,appealS in misdemeanor cases, small claims cases, 
and either lill\itedcase®. ," 

[Constitution, Article VII, Sections~3,8.; 
W.S.,..S§299.30. (1969>, 151;05, 751.01, '914.01 
(1969)J ,.,' 

1.4 Justi~eil (7) .~ 
a. :~he court is .presided over by a Chief.Jus:", 

tice •. ''J'he jU!'tice ,~ith the longest continuous 'ser-.. , 
vice iS$iesignatedas th,e.Chief'Justice. If two 
justices have served for i·thesame length of time, 
the just!.::e whQse term, w,tp, expire,first beccIDes, 
Chief justice •. He complet~s his term in this .role. 

b. Supreme Court justic;~s mus't be"Unlted St~tes" 
citizens, ·must. pe, qualified \\yoi:ers,' mus.t be between 
the. ages or 25 and 70,years; "'flnd,,,,p!ust have prac­
ticed ·law for, at least: 5 years,., and 'be licE!nsed, to 
practic¢ ,.law in Wisconsin. 9'" " 

c. Regular terms of all WisconSin ,ju$tices and' 
judgesare .. filled, .. byelections held .on ~ non.,. . 
pa;rtieanba.is· in. the. AprU,generaLelecti9n • II 
1'I!9re than twocandidatEis file for a particular 
jt!dgeship, a primary election is. held 4 weeks. in 
advance of the generjll election. In the ,e,!imt 'of 
a v~cancy in "'tiny of the courts, th,e Governor . i~' 
empowered to. a,ppc5int ,a replac~mtmt. if the siateof , 
the niixt spring. election is 90 days beyond the date 
(If Ilppoin!:ni~ni: 0 Sup~el.lle:Cour!: '. jus tiCel;. ,serve 
lO-year_teJ;~. .. ~"", .<I.i" . 

(COI}.t •• '.~rt. V.II,~ .SS4,4(~h 9, ll)~ '",.S.A. 
tIS.ll,S;SOl· , 

1.5 Administration, 
4. The Chie!; J\l'tic;eistbehead·o.ftbe judi..­

cial system,~ .Refei~nceS~l=t:ion . .5.:I' (G~neral admin'" ' 
iitrative authOrity). "e exercis~s' adm~nistt;ation 

(J '.\ 

",~ 

and supervision over the entire coprt,~yst~I!I" 
through tb~ :Administratf.lr of Courts, ,the Executive, 
Offit:er J and the chief; judges of the,)14 judicial 
administrative 'dist,ricts., " 8 i; " ," " ,,¥ 

b.The 'Executive Officer is the Jldministrator" 
"'of the :Isuprem~court and exeButivea~isist;antct~ '''the 
Chief Justice. He is,appointed,byt~le 'Supreme' " 
C?\lrt:, His respori,lIibilities inClude I' super\risi~n 
oi'\')theoffices>of the, Supreme ,Court (:lerk,' the 
IDllrshall, and the ;r~porter j8nd ,Bupelt'visi.Qnof,bbd':; 
get'Preparat'ioiLfor the'Supreme Court,,',' ,'L:.. ' 

c. The Supreme'Court apP9ints/a ~lerkj~ho ap­
points a deputy clerk,. The clerk' pe:rforms the fbl-
lowing duties: ' tI ',II 

, (1) Ke,ep~ custody of, the seal, 9f' th~courtj 
"all ~ooks!,records" and papers,; ,and :~llwrits,,, l~.ro­
ceedlngs, and papers. of '.any 'achon' of the' court,. 

(2) .Superviilesthe handling. ~~ aHmoneys . 
or property deposited or. placed in h~s" possession. ,. 
aSC;leI'k. . ;, 

'>'~(3) Furnishes certified copie's of papers, 
records, opinioJl,s,and d~cisions •. Ii ", 

i (4) Fut"Jl,ishes . to the' repOrter) copies, of all . 
opinions requir~d by him. /;" " ! ". 

. '" . (S);Issues writs andp.ro'~\~ss JtO': personse~-
tltledto the samebYJ law'.pr therul~s and, pral:tlce 
of th~ court. . " . 

(6)~akesa c;alendar o.f cases' for argument 
as th.~ court'direct$'. j'r 

(7)Givea certificates to,att~lrn'eyson their 
adllliflsion to.pra~tice in t~~ court.' '! ' 

, '(8), Perfo~s otW~errequired d~lties .... , 
(C~>nst •• Art. ,VIf,,§l2;W.S.A.' H25l.2l, Ci 

751.02jWisconSinAppellate PracHceand Pro~ 
cedure StUc!l, pp.B-la,nd B";2) {(it " 

1.6 Rule-making. .'rhEi Supre~~e .Court~;rescribes 
rules to" regulat~. 'procedures in all '.cpurts 0 The; 

" Supreme;Court h'assuperintending ,and' (ldmillistrative 
autliority OVer all courts. . . ' 

[Const.,; Art. VII, 13] h~...c" II 
Intermed'iate Appellate'ibo~li(' \I. ' " 

2.1 'COURT" OF .APPEAtS.''l'he \~i,ur~ of /~J\P~~lS has an 
adminis.tra~ive.headqu~rter$ in Madifori. The 'cotirt 
is made· up ,of fc)\~r distdc:.ts: , Distric!; 1 Sits in' 
Milwatikee~ Dbtrict ~sitll'in WauJieshat, Fond dUe 
Lac;. and ,Racine; District 3. sits'.iilWsl~saui Eat! 
Claire, Superior,and.Green.Bay1 ,andD,istric/:'4 
Sits ill Madison, La .Cr9gile.andSteveni~ Point.' 

. ") [w.S.A. n752.0S~ 75,2.13; 752.15), t5Z~1!; 
752.19]' ,: .. . "1: .'." 

,2.2,' Organization. .The. state is,divide~ into tour 
Court of'Appe,alsdistdeta. The court i:sit:s ~n 
3 ... judgepanels. ..• , . ,1 ',oil' 

",,:;~~ [ll.S.~,~ S ?52 .931 
. ' 20'3 Jurisdictlon , 

•• ;The .. Court 9fAppeaishas ;original jl.\#8~ic~ 
tion.to haueneceiaary,writsiu"liid of it. 'juiili~ ~) 
diction. ic" . ",., 
~, .,.-
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b. The COllrt of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­
tion to review administrative proceedings, as the 
legislature may provide by law. 

IW.S.A. §752.01J 
2.4 i~dges (12) 

a. The chief judge of the Court of Appeals is 
appointed by the Supreme Court for a ]-year term. 

b. Court of Appeals judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Supreme Court justices. Refer­
ence Section 1.4.b. In addition, they must reside 
within the districts in which they are elected. 

c. Court of Appeals judges are elected'for 
6-year terms by popular election on a nonpartisan 
basis. 

[W.S.A. 5§752.04; 752.07] 
2.5 Administration (Information not available), 
2.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 CIRCUIT COURT (Information not available) 
3.2 Organization. Wisconsin is divided into 69 
judicial circuits. There is one county per circuit 
except in three circuits where two counties are 
combined to form a single circuit. ·In counties 
with a pOJlulation of 500,000 or more" two or more 
circuit judges serve on the Family COllrt. The 

·state is divided into 14 judicial administrative 
districts for the purpose of administering the 
court system. Each district includes all the 
Circuit Courts within the district. The chief 
judge in each of the state's 14 judicial adminis­
trative districts designates which judge is to 
exercise juvenile jurisdiction in every county hav­
ingtwo or more judges. For counties having only 
one circuit judge, that judge presides in juvenile 
matters as well':"as all other matters. 

[W.S.A. §§252.017; 757.60; Legislative Note to 
W.S.A. §48.ll] 

3.3 Jurisdiction 
a. The Circuit Court has original jurisdiction 

in all criminal and civil matters in the state un­
less exclusive jurisdiction is given to some other 
court. The Circuit Court is referred to as th~. 
Family Court when hearing domestic relations, j&ye­
nile matters, welfare fraud,· and mental commitments 
in counties with a population of 500,000 (Mih.~aukee 
County). . 

b. The Wisconsin Constitution provides that the 
Circuit Court has appellate jurisdiction over }im­
ited jurisdiction courts in the stllte. 

[Const., Art. VII, §57, 8; W.S.A. §§252.017, 
,753.03] 

3.4 Judges (190) 
a. The Circuit Courts do not have a chief judge 

over alL the circuits. Each judicial administra­
tive district ha.s a chief judge, who is appointed 
by the Supreme Court. The chief judges serve for 
2-year te~s. No chief judge may serve more than 
three successive terms .of office. 

b. Circllit Court judges must meet the same 
qualifications as Court .of Appeals judges. Refer­
ence Section 2.4.b. 

c~ Circuit Court judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section l.4.c. They serve 6-year terms. 

[W.S.A~ §§753.01, 757.61; 757.641] 
3.5 Administration' 

a. WhereaB there is no provision for a.chief 
judge over .all the Circuit Courts, the.re is' a' chief 
judge for each of the judicial administrative dis­
tricts, who is responsible for such ma.tters as per­
sonnel and financial administration, ~'aseflow man-

agement, ~alling ,~nd presiding over meetings of the 
circuit j\\ldges within the district, and repre­
senting the court before other branches of govern-

0. ment, other courts, and the news media. 
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b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the Circuit Courts or for administrators 
for the 14 judicial administrative districts. Re­
ference Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The clerks keep all court records and are 
generally considered responsible for most support 
personnel. 

[W.S.A. §559.39, 757.63(2), 757.63(3)(a), 
757.63(3)(b), S757.63(3)(f), 5757.63(3)(g), 
757.63(3)(j); Citizens Study' Committee on 
Judicial Organization, Report, p. 95] 

3.6 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. The Board 
of Circuit Judges, made up of all the Circuit Court 
judges, has established rules of C;;'rcuit Court pro­
cedure consistent with rules prescribed by the Su­
preme Court, and meets at least annually to ~x­
change ideas and recommend changes in procedures. 

[W.S.A. §252.08] 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 ,MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT' (Inforrilation not 
available) 
4.2 Organization. Each city, town, or village may. 
locally establish a Municipal Court. A municipal­
ity may establish as many branches of the court as 
it deems necessary. 

[W.S.A. §§755.01, 755.01(3)J 
4.3 Jurisdiction' 

o 

- a. The Municipal Justice .Court has juriSdiction 
over all municipal ordinance violations. 

b. The Municipal Justice Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[W.S.A. §755.045] 
4.4 Judges (216) 

a .• The Municipal Justice Courts do not have 
presiding judges.' 

b .• Municipal Justice Court judges are not re­
quired to have legal training. 

c. Municipal Court judges are selected in the 
same manner as Supreme Court justices. Reference 
Section 1.4.c. Municipal Court judges are elected 
every 2 to 4 years, depending on the municipal 
election. 

[W.S.A. §755.02; National Survey of Court Or­
~nization, p. 249] 

4.5 Administration 
a. '!here are no provisions for presiding 

judges for the Municipal Courts. 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Municipal Courts •. Reference' Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). 

c. Municipal Court judges appoint,clerks and 
deputy clerks as authorized byl:he Municipal Coun­
cil or Board. 

[W.S.A. §755.l0] 
4.6 Rule-makinjl,. 'Reference Section 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 Generd administrative authority. The Chief 
Justice is head of the judicial system. He. may 
assign any judge to aid'ln the proper disposition 
of ju~icial business in any other court except the 
Supreme Court. Reference Section 1.5.a. 
5.2 Office of Administration of Courts 

('a. (Information not avililable) 
b. Administrator of Courts 

(1) (Information not available) 

o 

, r. 0 
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No information is available on the structure of the 
Wisconsin Office of Administration of the Courts. 
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(2) The Admi.i~r.tor o' Court. ~.t ~e', 

graduate of an accredited college 'or un1VerS1~Y te_ 
law degree is desirable). He m~st al~o have e~~n 
strated professional work exper1ence ,1n cou~t ad 

~; 
H 
). , 

" t'" The Administrator of Courts 18 ap-m1n1stra 10n. , 
ointed by the Supreme court. , 

p (3) The Administrator ,of ,court 1S re-
s onsible for gathering stat18t1cal,re~o~ts on '_ 
c!seload and information about the Jud1C1a~ bus1 
ness of trial courts in the state,;, conduct1ng re­
search and formulating recommendat~ons on co~rt 
organizati.on and functions (there, 18 a pl~nn1ng 
department in his office); repo'rt1ng to t e t 

he Ie islature and the Supreme Cour 
Governor, t g "f the court system; 
every 2 years on the operat10n 0 'f 
and disseminating information on the operat10n 0 
the state court system. , Officer 

c Office Organization. The Execut1ve , 
who f~nctions as the administrator of the ~u~reme 
court also works out of the Office of Adm1n1stra-

, . H' pointed by the Supreme 
tion of Courts. e 1.!1,.ap "b'l'ties relat-
Court He has a number of respons1 1 1 
ing t~ the administration of the Supreme Co~rt. 

, 1 5 b Each of these off1cers Reference Sect10n • • • 
has his own staff. 

[W.S.A. §§257.l5, 257.19, 257.19(2); ~ 
, " 1 S t m p' 4' State Court wiscons1n Jud1c1a ys e, • '" f 

, 114 115' Adm1n1Strator 0 Admin1strators, p. , , 
Courts and Executive Officer] 

guaai-Judicial Officers 

6.1 CIRCUIT COURT 
6.2 Court commissioner , t d 

Full-time court commissioners are app01n,e 
b t:~ chief j!ldge of each judi~ial,ad~inistrat~ve 
d~ trict In each county the c1rcu1t Judges ap 
~~nt a~t-time commissioners as needed. All court 
~ommis~ioners appointed after May 16, 1978, other 
than official court reporters, must be attorneys 
licensed to practice law in the sta~e. , 

b On authority delegated by a Judge, wh1ch
h

may 

be a ~tandard order, and with the appr~val of t e 
chief judge, a court commissioner app~1nted ~nd~r 
W S A §757 68 may perform the follOW1ng dut1es, 
dir~c~ a ca~e to the proper court if the de~endant 
wishes to enter a plea after intelligent wa1ver of 
rights' in criminal matters, issue summonses, ar­
rest w~rrants, or search warrants and conduct 
initial appearances of persons arrested and ~e~t' 1 
bail to the same extent as a judge; conduc~ ~n~ 1a 

, 11 traffic cases' conduct 1n1t1al appearances 1n a 'f in 
return appearances an~ conciliation con erences 
small claims type act10ns; conduct nonconte~ted 
probate proceedings; issue warrants and :ap~ases'le 
,for those who do not appear as sumoned; 1n JUV~:1 

1'ssue summonses and warrants, order t matters, h d d on 
release or detention of children appre en e ,c -

duc.t detention and shelter care hea~ings, conduct 
preliminary appearances, and~nter i'}to,conse~t _ 
decrees' and hear'petitions for comm1tment an con 

, 'Judges may refer cer-duct probate cause hear1ngs. h '1 
tain cases to commissioners, such as ~hen,t e ~r1a 
of an issue of fact requires the exam~na~10n 0 an 

t in which·case the court comm1ss1oner may 
accoun , 'f' estion 
be directed to report upon any spec1 ~c ~u 
of fact involved therein. Court comm1s~~oners may 
also officiate at a marriage ceremony; 1ssue sub­
'poenas and attachments or other process to compedl . , , aths an th tt'endance Q~ witnesses, adm1n18t~r 0 , • 
af~i:avits, take depositions and test1mony w~en 

thorized by law' or rule or order, and cert1fy and 
;~port th~dapositions and test~ony; and othe~ 
duties as listed under W.S~A. §757.69 

[W.S.A. §§757.68, 757.69] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial commission. The commissi~n consists 
of nine members: five nonlawyers, ~om1nated by the 
Governor and appointed with the adv1ce and consent 
of the Senate; one Court of Appeals ju~ge and on:e 
trial judge of a court of record, apP01nted by t f 
Supreme Court; and two members of ~he state bar 0 
Wisconsin who are not judges, apP01nted by the 
Supreme Court. 

[W.S.A. §757.83] h 
d . 'd for sanction. T e 7.2 Authority an proce ure " or 

commission investigates any poss1ble m~sc~tldUC~ 
disability of a judge. subpoe'}as may be,1ssue to 
compel the attendance and ~est1mony of w1tnesses 
and to command the prouuct10n of books, p~pers, 
documents or tangible things connected w1th the 
, t' ~ion Before finding probable cause, the 
1nve~, 1~a muse t notify the J'udge of the substance 
comm~SS10n ff d th 
of the complaint or petitio,} and m~st a or e 
judge a. reasonable opportun1ty to r~spond. If the 
'ud e res onds, ·the commission cons1ders the re­
~ o!se before it finds probable cause. A, record 
i~ kept of any hearing on a formal compla1nt or 
etition. The hearing may be,before a panel made 
~p of three Court of Appeals J~dg~s or befo~e: _ 
'ur , if requested by the comm~ss10n: ~f t e ear 
~ y, b a panel the panel makes f1nd1ngs of 
1ng 1S y, d t' s re-
fact.' conclusions of law, and recommen a 10n 

~ date discipline for misconduct ,~r 
gard1ng,aPtPeroaPct1'on for disability with the Supreme 
appropna " 'd' C t If the hearing 1S by a Jury, the pres1 1ng 
'~~;e' files the jury verdic~ and his recommenda­
~ions with the Supreme Court. The Su~reme Court 
reviews the findings of fact, c~nclus:&;ons o~ law, 

nd recommendations; and determ1nes appropr1at~ 
a 't' 'cases of d18-discipline or appropr1ate ac 10n 1n . 
ability. ] 

[W.S~A. §§757.85, 757.89, 757.91 
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WYOMING 

C~urt of toast Reso'rt 

1.1 SUPREHECOURT. The Supreme Court holds at 
least two terms annually in the capital c1.ty of . 
Cheyenne. 

[Constitution. Article 5. Section 7) 
1.2 Organization. 'l'here are no provisions for' 
panels in the Supreme Court.. A majority of the 
five justices on the court constitutes a quorum. 
and the concurrence of a majority of such quorum 
is sufficient to decide any matter. 

[Const •• Art. 5. §4(a») 
1.3 Jurisdiction v 

a. The Supreme Court has'priginal jurisdiction 
in quo warranto and mandamus directed to state 
offiCials. and in habeas corpus. The court also 
has the power,to issue writs of mandamus. review. 
prohi b{ tion • habeas corpus. certiorari., andcither 
writs necessary for the exercise of its appellate 
and revisory jurisdi<;tion. The court has the 
authority to establish rules and regulations 
estabiishing practice and procedure for disci­
plining. suspending. and disbarring practicing 
attorneys in Wyoming. 

. b. The. Supreme Court has general appellate 
jurisdi~tion. coextensive with,thestate. in all 
crilli1nai and civil cases. 

[Const •• Art. 5. '3§2. 3; Wyoming Statutes 
Annotated (hereinafter W.S.A.) Section 
5-2-ll8(A)(iii)] 

1.4 Justices (5) If 
a. ;t'he Chief Justice serves at the pleasure e5f, 

the Court. 
b. Supreme Court justices must be at least 30 

years of age, must be United States citizens. and 
must have been residents of the state for at least 
3 years. They must be learned in the law, having 
practiced law at least· 9 years,"or they must have 
a combination of judicial service in any court of 
record ~nd practice of law that equals 9 years. 

c. Supreme Court justices are appo~nted by the 
Governor from a list of nolli1nees submitted by the 
Judicial Nominating Commission (ref~rence Table 12: 
Characteristics of judicial nominating commissions) 
and stand for retention in office at the next gen­
'eral election after completing ~ year in office. 
Justices serve 8-year terms,after,which they must 
again stand for retention. 

[Const •• Art. 5 •. §§4(f). 4(g). 8; Court Adlli1n­
ili,trator) 

1.5 Administration 
s. The Supreme Court exercises administration 

and. supervision .over the entire,court system 
through the Chief Justice, the Court AdminiStrator. 
and the Court .Coordinator •. Reference Section 5.1 
(General administrative authority). .The Chief 
Justice is the chief administrator for' the system. 
With regard to the administration of the Supr~e 
Court. he performs the following duties: schedules 

II .. ' 
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and calls sessio.ns of court, assignment meetings. 
weekly conferences. opInion meetings. and other 

, 'meetings ,.ofthe court jassigns cases for opinion 
writing; appoints members of the judiciary to sit 
in place of any justice who is, disqU4lif1~d or 
unable for any other reason to sit on any case; 
appoints members of the court to such committees 
as may be constituted for standing or special 
purposes; supervises assignment of space to court 
personnel; approves employment of members of court 
staff; and assigns additional duties to justices 
as required. 

b. The Court Coordinator provides administra­
tive service to the Supreme Court. He also per­
forms legal duties for the court ''''including rule­
drafting and legislative ,relations. In addition. 
he monitors the operations of the County Court. the 
Justice of the Peace Court; and the Hunicipal 
Court. The Court Administrator has supervisory and 
mallagement responsibi1;Lti'es over Supreme. Court 
staff members who work in administrative and non­
legal positions. Reference Section S.2.b .(state­
level administrator). 

c. The'clerk of the Supreme Court is ~oth a. 
constitutionally and a statutorily authorized 
position. The clerk is responsible for maintaining 
the, records of the&upreme Co~rt and performing' all 
functions related to the filing of papers, the \i 
collection of fees, the announcement of decision~, 
the distribution of opinions, and the ~dmi~siop of 
attorneys. The clerk also performs office'manage­
ment duties. 

[Const •• Art. 5, §9; W.S.A. §S-2-l02; Rule 1. 
Internal Operating Procedures. Supreme Court; 
Personnel Manual, Supreme Courtj Court Admini.s­
trator] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court of Wyoming has 
the power to adopt. modify. and repeal general 
rules and forms governing pleading. practice, and 
procedure in all courts of the ,state. for the pur­
pose of promoting the speedy and efficient deter­
mination of. litigation upon its merHs. The cour.t 
also has generril superintendi,ng c;pntrol over,al.l 
other courts in the state. and specif1crule-making 
authority with regard to the administration of ,the 
bus1l'less of the Dis trict Court. . " 

[Const., Art. 5.§2; W.S.A. §§5-2-114; 5-3-102. 
Court Administrator) " 

;"::) 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
Wyolli1ng. 

Court of General Jur1sdictio~ 

3.1 DISTRICT COURT. The District Court holds' 
terms as prescribed by law. Sections 5-3-l01'of 
the Wyoming Statutes Annotated 1977. sets forth 
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Figure ifl: 
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Wyoming court system, 1980 

T 
COUNTY COURT (2)' 
4 judges 

., 

SUPIlEHE COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction to hear extraordinary 

wr.its. . 
- Appellate jurisdiction in civil a.lid· 
crim1n8~ cases from Distr1c't, pourt. 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

• 

- Original jurisdiction in all civil actions, 
'law and equity. Exclusive jurisdiction in 
probate, guardianship, adoption, ·"nd civil 
comad. tJDent. ma tters. 

- Original jurisdiction in criminal matters. 
- Exclusive juvenile code jurisdiction . 

(excluding ordinance 'andtraffic 
violAtions). 

Ap'peals on' taped records. 
Jury trials. 

t" 
(Located in Laramie and Niltrona 

Counties) 

VIJSTICB OF THE PEACE COURT (38) 
43 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil ac~{ons und,\F $4,000, 

except t{tle to real estate. 

IIIlNICIPAL . CO)JRT.(7 4) 
77 pol1.ce justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclus:!."e .jurisdiction over 

Ialnicipal ordinance viola,.,. 
tions.in which. punislDent 
does not' exceed $200 fine or 
90 days imprisonment. 

Jurisdiction : 
-' Civil actions under $7,000, 

exc~pt. real estate mat.t~rs. 
- Misdemeanors; prell'!'1nary 

hearIngs. 
Jury trials •. 

t Indicatea 'route of appeal •. 

.. " <!', 
.' {,", 

- Hisdem".¥nors in which punish­
... nt .ices not· excee4 $750 fine 
or 6 months imprisonment; pre­
liminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

.11 
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Jury. trials. 
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the beginning dates of terms of court in e.ach 
county. 

[Const •• ·;Ah. 5.S24J 
3.2 Organ1ZaUon~ The state of" Wyoming'l!i' divided 
into nine "judicial districts. There Is a D1.!ltr;let 

·Court in each of the districts. ' The legislatqre 
makes provisions for attaching"unorganized counties 
(new counties) to organized cOlinties f(J.r ju4icial 
purpo~es. There are no sp·ec1.alil-.e~ eli V:l;B1oD:sof 
the court. 

[Const •• Arf.. ~.S24; CO\Jrt Ad!D1n:l;strator] 
3.3 Jurisdiction' 

a.The. Distr;lct COlirt: lias orig1naljurisdiction 
inallctiminal ea'sesas well as in all cases iii 
law and equity. The courts have the power to issue 
writs of mandamus. quo warranto. review. cettio­
rar!, prohibition.injuncUon, and writs of habeas 
corpus .. on petition by or on behalf of any person 
in actual custody" in ·their respective district". 

b. The Distd.ct Court has appellate juris­
dict!onover cases from courts 'of limited juriS­
diction in the counties of the distI-1ct.s· as may be 
prescribed by law. . , 

[Const~ jArt. 5. SlO] " 
3.4 Judges (lS) . 

a'~ The District Court doas nothav~ a chief 
;jucige over all the districts. In multiple";'judge 
districts. die judg'es select one. of tJ;teii' number 
to act' as coordinator.~ If no coordinator is ae­
lected.the SupremeC6urt uay designate' one • .' 

b.Disttict Court juilges must be, practicing 
attorneys. must be at leslit 28 years of age, mus't 
be citizens of the ~UnltedStates. and must. have 
been residents of .Wj,'(oming for at least 2 years' 
preceding their eleC:~ion. . 

c., D1Stdct C6ur'~ judges ar.e appointed by the 
Governor 'from a list (pf nbminees I!ubmitted by the 
Judicial Nominating CIlIDDlission (reference Table 
12: Charact'H.·i·stics~.,6f judicial tlominating commis-

c.. . ~ .:-" \1. '. . :,':"" 
sions) •. They 'mus:,;'lltan~ for retention in off£~~~n 
the same manner aG,;. Sup~eme Co:urt justices. R~fer­
enceSection' i.4~c.Th~y ser~e 6-year terms. . 

,[COliat •.•. A.rt. 'S.§§4;\(f). 1.2. 19; Rule 7.Rbles 
of the Supreme Court' of Wyoming]' (," 

c 3.5 Administration \ . 
a. There are no provi11ionsfora chief judge 

over all ·the districts of '\the District Court. In 
multipie-judge districts .~he c()ordln/,tt~t"hasr.e­
sponsibll1t:y for .administration in the district 0 

b. Ther~ are no provisi\,ns for an ~\iministrator 
over all the districts of 't~e District tourt'or for 
administratPrs for the indi~ldual districts. Ref­
erence S~ction 5.2.b (state-~~vel admin1strator)~ . 

c. Dis'trict Court c.lerks\ire elected at general 
elections by the voters of th~\ cO.unties. The . 

Courts of Limited or Special J:urisdiction.;(, 

4.1.1 CO.UNTY COURT. .Thfl! County Court sits liil 
continuous' session. " 

[Cour~ Administrlltor] 
4.2.1 Organiza·tion. ,,' A ~CountyCourt IllUst, be es.tab­
l1shedinany county with a population of more than 
30.000. according to .the latest' official fe'deral 
census. ,Iii counties of less ·than 30.000, the cs­
tabl1shmento~a county court ie optionsl for the 
Board of County COl!DDissioners. It is ,a COlirt of 
record. ' As of 19'80. County CoiirtS exlj'jt in 
Lartuil1e and NatronaCou'nties. " 

[W.S.A. SSS-5-102; S-S-103] 
4.3.1. Jurisdiction' 

a. The County Court has jur1lidiction over all 
misdemeanors. oVer civil actions not exceeding 
$7.000; andover acid.ons for forcible entry and 
!letaiJ\er.. The County Court. however. dOeS not haye 

~ jurisdiction over actions to determine !the bound-
aries ·or,t.1tle : t()' real property. . . 

·b. The County Court basn() rapllellate' . jurisdic~ 
U()n. . "d'" . 

[W.S.A. SSS-S-13i, 5~S';'i.32~ S-S-133;Court 
Administrator 1 

4.4.1 JudseS (4) 
. ,~ 

a.ThI! County Court-does not 'havE!' presidin$ 
judges. 

b.County Court judges must be authorized' 'to 
practice law in Wyoming and' must be electors of' 
their respective counties. The position of County 
Court judge is a full-time position. 

.c. County Court judge/J are appointed by the 
Governorfr()m a lilJt of nominl!es'submitted by the 
Judici,al Nomina'ting Commission Greference Table 
12:. Characteristics of judicial nominating eollllll1.s,­
siona)~ They must stand for retention in office in 
the same manner alJ !)upremeCourtjustices. Refer-' 
ence section 1.4.c. They serve4-year tetllis. 

[W.S.A. SSS-S-UO. S-S~l11. 5-S';'112; Court 
Administrator] , ':.-. . 

4.S.1 Mmin1iJtration 
c a:~ There 'are no proviilion~for preS1dii1g judges 

f.or tlle County Court. ' '. 
b~There are nO, prov1iJions 'for court admiri'.tra-. 

tors/for'the County·Court. n 

."iC. Ther~ ate no statutory ~rovisi~ns for 
clerks. but 'both County'{jourtehave clerks. ape: 
pointed bythejudg~s.· They have"resporl81bil1t1es 
as determined "'bY the' court. ' 

[Court· AdiUnistrator] 
4.6.1 Rule-mak1.ng.The SupreJlle ~urt Pl'omulgates 
rules for the County Court. 

[W~S.A.§S-5-108] . 

" 4.1 .• 2 JuSTICE' OF THE PEACE COURT • clerks ar~ responsible.Jor re~\rlVingand reco'rd~ng 
all case.s flled. ,They have. car;r and clJlltody().fall the Peace Court sitli.-in contin:uous sesiB1on •. 
the records ;·seal. books •. paper~ •. a~d property'.?" '[CQ!lrtAdmirti/Jtrii t()'r]' 
pertaining to their office.Th~\yare also respon- '. ,; 4.2~2 Organization. AJ~8t1ce 'ofthe Peace Court 
sible for'receiving, accounting.\f'or. and payi~8." is located in each c.ounty ()f. Jhe state except 
over all JIIohey that coinesinto t}\e possession of. where replaced by.aCOuntYCou#. There are ilC 
thec.,?urt·eXi!eptthat receivedbY\\master,70nW.s';" specbllzed divisions of the.:':ourt. 
Sionerst an,d they il.ttend ali tel'lilll\ of court. llel!\ [W.S.A. §S":S-105)" >;>,; ;;' ~ 
in 'the courlty.. ..,.".., . l. . r. . 0]:4.3'.2 Jur!sdictlOD: .. :/.'~i, . 

[W.S.A. ·SS-3-202;'.Rule7. Rllietof the Supreme il a.TheJustice of the Peace C()urthas jurlsdic-
Court of· Wyoming] . '.' '. . \\ 'hoti. in' publ!coffenses· .below the ~rade of· felony, 

3.6 .Rule.-makfns •• The ~premecourt\iliakes l-l,lles and 'in "'hich the punishment' doeanot exceed a$7S0 fine 
regulations f.or' the DiStrict C6urt.(The individual or 6 months of imprisonment •. The coutt also bas . 
d1strlc~!I.~.IlY .. p.·ro~~lgate locaix:ul .• ·es\of. court, ju~t8dlct1oh In~ll;ci'lin .ctions where'the amount 
subject to $upremeCourt approval. _ ~,d - in I::ohtrove:tay. exclusive of costs, does not' exceed 

[Const., Art. 5, S2; W.S.:A:.oSS;:'3';;~:02;ttute7. $4.000., ,Ju:risdiction. 1sccnCilirr~iltwiththe 'DiS'" . 

Rulesof~heStiPreme Cou~t of W., .. yOl ... ·'.\ ... n .. gl.' . tr~ci: CObra in contro~rsies· invo1vfng any amount 
in" excess of $SOO. (1 . 
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b. The Justice of 'the Peace Court has no 
appellate jurisdiction. 

[W.S.A. SS5-4-106, 7-16-101; Court Adminis­
trator] 

4.4.2 Judges (/.3 justices of the peace) 
a. The Ju.stice of the Peace Court does not 

have presiding judges. 
b. Justices of the peace must be qualified 

voters in the counties in which their courts are 
located. 

c. Justices of the peace are elected or, if 
none are e1,ected, they are appointed by the county 
boards. They serve 4-year terms. 

[W.S.A\5§5-4-101, 5-4-104, 5-4-201(b); Court 
Administrator] 

4.5.2 Administration 
s. There are no. provisions for pJ:'esiding judges 

for the Justice of the Peace Court .• 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Justice of the Peace Court. Reference 
Section 5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. Clerks for the Justice of the Peace Court 
are selected by the county commissioners (county 
governing board) where they exist, with the advice 
of the justices of the peace. They have responsi­
bilities as determined by their respective courts. 

[Court Administrator] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. The Supreme Court may promul­
gate rules and regulations for the Justice of the 
Peace Court. 

[W.S.A. §5-4-207] 

4.1. 3 MUNICIPAL COURT. The Municipal Court sIts 
in continuous session. 

[court Administrator] 
4.2.3 Organization. There are Municipal Courts in 
74 municipa~ities in the state of Wyoming. There 
are no specialized divillions of the court. 

[Court Administr'ator] 
4.3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The jurisdiction of the Municipal Court, 
prescribed by municipal charter, is limited to 
municipal ordinance violations punishable by a 
maximum fine of $200 Or 90 days of imprisonment. 

b. The Municipal Court has no appellate :juris­
diction. 

[W.S.A. 555-6-102, 5-6-201] 
4~4.3 Judges (77 police justices). The statutes 
provide that the municipality prescribes the num­
ber of judges per court. The judge~ are known as 
police justices. 

a. The Municipal Court does not have presiding,' 
judges. 

b. Police justices of the Municipal Court must 
be qualified voters and residents of the counties 
in which their courts are located. .A justice of 
the peace may be appointed to the office of police' 

, justice of a Municipal ~ourt by the local governing 
board. 

\ 

c. Municipai .court police justices are appointed 
by the mayol:s with the conse.nt of the city coun­
cils. Terms are prescribed by local ordinance. 

[W.S.A. §§S-4-20l, 5-4-204, 5-(i-103, 5-6-104; 
Court Administrator] 

4.5.3 Administration 
a. There are no provisions for presiding judges 

for the Munic ipa~ Court. , , 
b. There are no provisions for administrators 

for the Municipal Court. Reference Section 5.2.b 
(state-level administrator). . 

c. There are no provisions for clerks for,'the 
Municipal Court. 

4.6.3 Ruie-making. The Supreme Court may prolllul­
gate rules and regulations for the Municipal 
Court. A municipalitymay.provideactive rules 
that do not conflict with the uniform state pro­
visions. 

[W.S.A. 55-6-106] 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General administrative authority. Administra­
tive authority for the state judicial~ystem is 
ves .. ted in the Supreme Court. The Cl~ie1! Justice is 
the chief administrator for the system. Reference 
Section 1.5.a. 

[W.S.A. 55-2-102] 
5.2 Office of the Court Administrator 

a. The office of the C,ourt Administrator is not 
authorized by statute or constitution. 

b. Court Administrator 
(1) The position of Court Administrator was 

created by Supreme Court order 'in 1980. 
(2) The Cou!'t Administrator is appointed by 

the Supreme Court. The qualifications for this 
position include a college degree with graduate 
work in judicial administration, law, public admin­
istration, or a related field. He must also have 
at least 5 years of experience in court adminiatra­
tion, the ability to supeJ:'vise court administrative 
personnel, and the ability to analyze and formulate 
solutions to management issues involving court 
operations. 

(3) The duties of the Court Administrator, 
include the following: supervision. of the fiscai 
control office; design and coordination of statis­
tical data collection from all courts; supervision 
of the.law library; review of the administration 
of the Supreme Court (makesJ:'ecommendations for im­
provements in administrative procedures); the 
handling of personnel matters concerning nonlegal 
employee~ of the Supreme Court; day-to-day control 
over the expenditures of the Supreme Court (subject 
to the discretion of the Chief Justice); liaison 
with other state agencies concerning administrative 
matters; and other w~rk as a.6signed by the Chief 
Justice or Supreme Court. 

c. Court Coordinator 
(1) The position of Court Coordinator was 

created 'by Supreme Court order in 1975. 
(2) The .Court Coordinator is appointed by 

the Supreme Court. The qualifications include a 
law degree and at least 5 years of experience as a 
practicing lawyer, preferably in Wyoming. 

, (3) The duties of the Court Coordinator 
include rule-drafting, overseeing the operation of 
the. limited jurisdiction courts and continuing 

. education of judges of those courtfi', and. other 
c. legal staff work 8S assigned by the Chief Justice. 

d. Office organization. The Office of the " 
Court Mministrator consists of 4 people: 3 pro­
fessionals (including the Court Administrator), and 
1 secretary. The professional staff provides sup­
port services in the following .areas: facilities· 
management; accounting and budgeting; training and 
publications; legislative, executive, public, and 
media informacion; and planning and research 
activities, which include judicial planning, 
stat ist ical analysis, and legal services.' . 

[Supreme Court Order, State of Wyoming 1980; 
Personnel Manual; Supreme Court of Wyoming; 
Court Administrator] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

482 

1. f 
-~-'-------~'--;". ~ ,.' 

o 

Figure 2:· Wy.omingstCite~level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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a. Commissioners must be learned in the law, [Const., Att. 5, §6(a)] . ' 
mUst be residents of the counties for which they 7.2 Authority and procedure f~r sanction. The com-
are appointed, and must be citizens of the state. mission holds a preliminary ~nvestigation ~o deter-
Commissioners are appointed by the District Court, mine whether formal proceedings should beinstitu-
as necessary, to serve at the court's pleasure. ted and a hearing held. If the cnmmiGsion de.~ides 

b. Commissioners have the authority of a dfs- that formal prQceedings .should be instituted,' the 
trict judge "at chambers," in the absence or dis- commission issues a written notice to the judge. 
ability of the judge. They may determine cases of He may file a written answer to the charges againat 
insanity or mental incompetence. In juyenile him within. 15 days after service of the notic;..J~ A 
matters, the commissioner may conduct detention subpoena is issued fOli any witness or witnE!I.a;es ~ 
hearings in the absence of a judge, but may not The judge has the right aiidi,'ppportunity to, defend 
make a final order of adjudication or disposition. against the charges by the intrc4,~ction cf evi-
. [W.S.A. §§5-3-302, 5~3-303, 5-3-307] dence, to be repr~sented by counsel, and to examine 

and cross-examine witnesses. If the"commission 

6.1.2 COUNTY COURT 
6.2.2. Commissioner 

a. The District Court may appoint commissioners 
of the County Court, to serve at the pleasure of 
the District Court. Commissioners must be voters 
of the county in which they are appointed and must 
be learned in the law. ' 

b. A commissioner of the County .Court may con­
duct arraignments in misdemeanor cases, conduct 
initial appearance proceedings in felony cases, 
issues warrants, and fix and accept bail. At the 
direction of the County Court judge, a commissioner 
has all the powers and duties of a County Court 
judge in the event of t~e absence, disability, or 
disqualification of the county judge and at the 
direct'ion of the county judge or the Supreme Court. 

[W.S.A. §§5-5-l62, 5-5-163, 5-5-164, 5-5-167] 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Judicial Supet'Visory Commission. The commis­
sion consists of ¥ members: 2 judges of the Dis­
trict Court, eled1.~d by the district judges; 2 mem­
bers of the Wyoming,State Bar who have practiced 
law in the state for 10 years, appointed by the 
governing body of the Wyoming State Bar; and 3 
voters of the state who are not judges, retired 
judges, or members of the Wyoming State Bar, ap-
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finds good cause, upon a vote of five of the mem­
bers, it recommends to the Supreme Court the 
censure, retirement, or removal of the judge. On 
recommendation ot" the Judic:J,al Supervisory Commis­
sion, or on its own motion, the Supreme Court may 
suspend a justice or judge f~pm office without 
salary when he pleads guilty 'or no contest or is 
found guilty or a felony or offense involving mo~~r' 
turpitude under Wyoming or federal law. If his -
conviction is reversed, suspension terminates, and 
he will be paid hi.s salary for the period of sus­
pension. If he is suspended and his conviction 
becomes final, the Supreme Court removes him from 
office. On recommendation of the Judiciai Super­
visory Commission, the Supreme Court may retire a 
justice or judge for disability ,that seriously 
interferes with the performance 'of his duties and 
is, or is likely to become, permanent. The Supreme 
Court can censure or remove a judge for actions 
occurring during, or not more than 6 years prior 
to the commencement of his current term, that con­
stitute willful misconduct in office, failure to 
perform his duties, habitual intemperance, or con­
duct that brings the judiciary into disrepute. 

[Const., Art. 5, §6(d)(e)j Judicial Supervisory 
Commission Rules, State of Wyoming, Rules 9, 
12, 13, 16] 
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AMERICAN SAMOA 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 APPELLATE DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT. See-. 
sions of the Appellate Division are held in the 
village of Fagatogo, Tutuila, or in other villages 
as may be designated by the Chief Justice. By 
statute the court must hold regular sessions. In 
practice, the Appellate Division convenes twice a 
year (usually Spring and Fall) for one to two 
weeks, depending on thecaseload. 

[5 American Samoa Code (hereinafter A.S.C.) 
402(c), 408(b) and (e)] 

1.2 Organization. TIle Appellate Division consists 
of the Chief Justice, associate justice and acting 
associate justices appointed by the U.S. Secretary 
of Interior (in practice these acting associate 
justices .are Federal judges, usually from the 9th 
Circuit C6urt of Appeals, 'and District Court judges 
from the sO,uthern district of California), and all 
associate judges. Sessions of the Appellate Di­
vision are held before three justices and two as­
sociate judges. Tho presence of two justices and 
one associate judge is necessary to constitute a 
quorum for the trial and "'~termination of a case 
or controversy. 

[5 A.S.C. 408(b)] 
1.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Appellate Division has no original ju­
risdiction. 

b. The Appellate Division has jurisdiction to 
review, on appeal, final decisions of,the Trial 
Division and the Land and Titles Division of the 
High Court, matters on appeal from the District 
Court as provided by law,' appeals of decisions of 
administrative agencies as provided by l~w, and 
appeals of othe~ matters as provided by statute. 

[5 A.S.C. 402(c)] 
1.4 Justices (4; and not less than 5 associate 
iudges) 

a~The Chief Justice and associate justices are 
appointed by the U.S. Secretary of.,Interior and 
serve until removed for cause. 

b.By statute, the justices (excluding acting 
associate justices who are federal judges) must be 
learn~d in the law. Although the Secretary of In­
terior is not bound by the rules'of the Federal 
judiciary, it appears be has followed them in the 
past when selecting justices. There are ~o statu­
tory q1Jalifications for associate judges, however, 
factors considered in making the selection are: 
the title 'held; the geographical location within 
the Territory from. which they come, previous gov-" 
ernm6~tal or legal background, and past service 
rendered to the community. 

c. Associate judges are appointed by the 
Governor of American Samoa upon recommendation of 
the Chief Justice, and are 90nfitmed by the 
American Samoan .Senate. Associate judges hold of­
fice for a term of 4 years which may be renewed. 
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They may be removed by the. Chief Justice for cause. 
Upon attaining the I118ndatory 'retirement age of 65, 
they "mu~t be /ieparated from government employment 
unless the separation requirement is waived by the 
Governor. Immediately after.retirement, they are 
added to the panel of temporary associate judges 
/lnd are not subje,ct totbe confirmation provisions 
described above. Acting associate justices are ap­
pointed by the U.S.,- Secretary o,f Interior, but 
serve one term onlt, whichu8illi'lly lasts one to two 
weeks. : ' 

J5 A.S~C. U20t(a).201(b), 204(d), 408(b)] 
1.5 Administration 

, a. The ,ChiefJ'f1stice has general supervisory 
authority over all1icourts in the Territory and des­
ignates the panels; for the Appellate Division. 

b. There is no.,'administrator for the Appellate 
Division of the High Court. Reference Section 5.1 
(State-Level Admi~~strati~n). 

c. The clerk (l'f the H1gh Court serves as clerk 
of the Appellate rlivision. Reference Section 
3.5.c. 
1.6 Rule-making. ~e Chief Justice is authorized 
to make rule/i regu~ating the pleading, practice, 
administration, and procedure and conduct of busi­
ness for all courts in American Samoa. 

[5 A.S.C. 202{c)] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 
American Samoa. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 HIGH COURT OF AMERICAN SAMOA. Although by 
statute the High Court must hold only regular ses­
sions of all divisions, in practice it ~eets 
throughout the year. 

[5 A.S~C. 408(e)] 
3.2 Organization. The High Court consists of the 
Appellate Division (discussed above), the Trial 
Division, and the Land and Titles Division. The 
Trial Division consists of the Chief Justice, one 
associate justice, and all the associate judges. 
Sessions of the Trial Division are ordinarily held 
before a justice and two associate judges. The 
presence of a justice and one associate judge is 
necessary to constitute a quorum for the trial and 
determination of a case or controversy. The Land 
and Titles Division consists of the Chief Justice, 
'one associate justice, and all the associate 
judges. In the Land and Titles Division, all con­
troversies" relating to land" must be heard and de­
cided by a justice and I:wo associa,~e judges. ',The 
presence ofa justice and one associate j1Jdge is 
necessarycto constitute a quorum for the trial and 
determination of a case or controversy. In I:We 
Land and Titles Division all controversies relating 
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TRIAL DIVISION 
LAND AND TITUS DIVISIOI!' , 

Juriadiction: i judae· (de.t..,.ted .. chief 

- Civil over $3,000 .xcept land ... oci.te ,)Jdge) a.rvea . 

and titl •• attera; .dlll1ralty' Juriadiction: 
, and .. dtW .. tt.ra; p~obatc; - All .. ttar.relating to.!!ill. ' 

'citl ••• nd cont~overda. rel.tiua da..tic relations .xcept for to land. ,,;. .ciOPtion and U.R.E.S.A. 
- CrWnal felony .. tt.ra. 

" Appeala de novo of District Court 
c .... in which no ·.tenographic 
record exiat •• 

~,. 

DISTBICT COUJlT 
1 judge 
Juri.diction: 
_ Civil;' under $3,000 except ~ tit1ea .nd 
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_ Hi.delllanors and other .cdllinal c.ae. with 

aentence of iIIprisol\lllent 1eaa than 1 y.ar;· 
prel1ai1nary hearings. Non-felol1Y traffic. 

Appeala de novo frOll the Village Court. 
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VILLAG.E COURT 
... ociate justicea of the High Court aerve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Cellse. arising under the regulation.' of 

each r.spective vi;Llage. 
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to matai titlesmu~t b~ h~~rqbya j~s'VCeajld "foul' ',by pnedi;~t'l:i~tcourt;, judg,esitting ~19ne" 
auociate judges. Th!il preSencl.'l of a justice .. and" (5 .I\.S.C. 501(a).'"and,,'(;:eH 
three. associate judges iii nec~ssary to, constJt;ute ';"'f • • 3 .• 1 Jlirisd·i,ction ,'C':f '\:' 
a quorum fOr. the trial and determinal=i9nof ~ ca~.(!! , ~.. '~h The District C()urt ,1:1as origi.tal jutisdic-
or. controversy. ti0ll' over the following m~~teh: d'hil cases'. or 

[5 4.S.c. 4Q8(c) and.(d)]j:ontroversies, other than.!actionsi\\)volvingland . 
3 .3 Jurisdiction '" .. ',' . ,,: ',. 0r.!!!!!!!i titles, in whicli the amoun~, in. controver!ly' 

. a. The Trial Division of the High qJ;,l:I.rt,. is .8 does riot· e&ceecl $3,000 j,:;crimillal. cases h\ whi.ch the 
court of general jl!risdi,ction with ,th:r;:i,;\?ilWer. to " . ()ffen~e Charged 'is amisdem~i!t!!o~ or any offense' . 
hear any matter not' otherwise~;provide'a' ()~;by ,,' pUI\ishablehy pot'm()re than one.;yearof imprison-: 
'8tatute,Notwith<o,tand,~~gt:he ':foregoing~ut:~u,Trialment:j traffic case.sexcept th()Se,~.llyolving Ii . 
Division of th.e High Court ha/j':.p,i:igi,r141 :j~d#di,()"'f~Mhyj i,n1l=ia1 appearances andpi:eljminarY ex~i-
t ion over the Q followi!lgcll:!8 !leit and ;.C()I\t:<I:'?v~rfii~s: . Mt.ionil in all criminal cases j , adoptiolls j : 'ac tlon,s ' 
civil.cas~s in which the 8ll!Qqq,tin co~tx'()V~.l't>;Y ex- arising und.er I=he Uniform Reciprocal ,En.forcell\~rit , 
.ceeds $,3 ;000, except ,J,llnd and title£\ ma~tets;crim- of ,!lupport Act~ act~(m8 arising under 'the OcC'iJi~l.I-
inal:(!,lSeS ii~which iiJe,J,ony, i(l,t:hal1,ged;ai'lmiralty tional Hea~t;h'and Safety Act; and. certain: public 
and marit;ime matbrsf)ve.r Wilic:ih t:he /tdal' division \h\e~1th offen~es las provided. br Sta~l\~P;' . Th~'~~is .. 
hao-.~qothin r~andin pet:'sonamj~l'iad:it::t;ion; jU-~,!\1Ct court 1S .a~ou~~~f hm1.ted )ur18d·LC:~;10r. a~~ 
venHe"c'ssfHu;prob4te of ilillsllnd adll\inis- d~~,:j,,!! not have Jur18d1ct10n over I=hosem~1t\!:er,s over 
tration of estateoj domesti,l:lrelations, except /;!wich the High Court has original jurisdiction •. 
adoll,tions and actions {lrising uncler the UnifoJ;l!l '0" h. The District <l.ourt hears appeals from the; 
.Reciprocal Enforcell!ent of- Support Acth.all writ.§; Village Court as t.d.1l1s de novo': . 
and all other .matters over 'fhich the Tiia;l,Diyi;'; ;(5\':\.S.C. 55501(b.), 601(6») 
sion is given jurisd ictton by' statute., , i:,hl"judges (1 o,r more) , ( 

,The Land a-qd ~itles Division has:~'X~luaive . . a.Since tbereis presently only olie Pisll:db: 
jurisdiction in /all matters re~at;Jng tQ mataiti- Court j!J4ge, h~ is the presiding judge. The metho4 
tles and in all controversies 1;'elating to"Iiiild., - of aelecbi'~n andt~tm'are the same for !llt'[)istrict' 

b. Final decisions of .the D.istrict 'Cpurt may Court j\1d~~il:' District Gourt jlldges" e,!:<l!:sppoini;ed 
be appealed to the J;ligh Court. Upon appeal, cases by the ·Covernor, 'of American Samoa upon the recom-
or controversies in ·which there. is no 1.lf.'enogrsphic mend at ion, of the 'Chie.fJustice and' Iilte confirmed 
recorclare tried de qov() by the Tr'ial "Division of !>y theSenae,e. Diilt.ri~t (:ol,1rt judges hold office 
the High Court.fot,a term of 4 yeali's which may 'be renewed, and cali 

[5 A • .!t",C. SS402(b) and (c5, 507] be removed for"cause bythl!Chi~~"Justice. 
3.4 ,Justice:;) (2 justices that also serve in the b. District 'Court. j;1dges lllust;be learned in the 
Appellate Division o!the High Court and not less law. . . ..., 
than 5 judges) :, c. Reference 4.4.1.8 above. 

a. The Chief Justice sits as presiding judge [5 A.S:C. 210(a) and (c)] 
of the High Court. ,,. 4.5.1 Administration , 

b. Reference Section 1.4. b (Justices) .~\\ a. The Di,strict Court has a' presiding j~dge. 
c. Reference Section L4,.c (Justice!?).., ':., b. There is no. provision for an a:d!!linistr~-

"1:)5 AdminiEihation to~ in the District ,court. Refez:~nce S~.,Ction !h"l 
, a. ,,!,hei,,~iiieTJustice or chis designee desig- (St~te~Level AdDdnistrat:l,on;). '. ~.;i').. 

nahs which",,~udges sit on any given panel. The'.c. The Clerk of the Nigb COv.ct serves~h() as 
ChiefJh~ffii.';.:~ and associate justice are not per- the:'f:!erk ~f the D~strict 'Court •• Ot!1~r.H:t$b Court 
mitted"toJ·iiit on the same panel, and the .one who offu:ers andemployegl! may be a&'S1gn,ed,t,q.iiork 
is sitt'iI)~\ ~;s. the p;x:esiding justice for that panel. par'i:~~ime or full~,time .for the District\ptlurt by 
The Chief' J~iltii:e designates one judge<./1s chief;. . theC~ief Justice of .the Nigh Court. ' t 
associ4t'~"'j4.\ig.e to preside over the Land and Tit~es l~ A.S.C. 50~J \: 
Division "'and to be responsible for the general ad- 4 •. 6.1 Rule."Haking'. Re~erence Section 1.6.\ 
ministrat.ion" of .that division. In. the past, the . ;:4 ~ 
chief associate ju!ige chosen has been the seuior 4:'f~'2 VILLAGE. COURT. The ~tatutorily presc~ibed 

. associate judge, as measured" by time in service. ' term/of \,.the Village Cout:1= is tltat it 3ha~1 meet 
,. b,.The1.;e ·: .. 1:8 no provision for an aduiinistrator fr'6m>t iul,'! to time, as the number at cases awaiting. 
I:in the Hig'ltColJrt; Reference Section 5.1 (State- trial requires. In practice, the frequency that . it 

ilLevel Admln!~tratlon). , "the court' of any given village converles varies with: 
c • The clerk an.d' his devuties are appointed the f~ize CJ.f the village (brger villages convening!:. 

by the Chief Ju~tice and are subject to removal' by their cour'ts more frequently) ", u,.: 
him. The clerk, of the High Court records its pro- . (5 A S C 6oiCll)~1 " " 
ceedings and is the cUlltodian of t.he records, 4.2. 2 Orga~i~Oation'\\":Each village has a Vil1ag~ ii,' 
papers, and seal of the Court... . ' J:ourt conda;\ting o'f ,an associate judge o(the Hi$h 

[,$ A,S,C.204(b) and (c); 406, 40t~ 408 (f)] Court. Tlte .OhiefJustic'e of the High Court assigns, 
3.,6 Rule-Haking. Reference Section 1.6.asl!ociate'JUdgel! to be responsihle' for c()liductfng ., 
I~" i' :'sessionll in o\~e or more "Ulages. . ' 

Cohrts of Limitedl:or S ~cial Jut1sdicHon [5 A.S.C. ~~Ol(a)l 
~~ 4.3.2 Jurisdic~ion 
4".1\1 DISTRICT COURT. By st,tute,sessio~s of the a, The ViU~ge Cour~ has jurisdiction only over 
Di.t;~ict COuI't, are held as the business of the n\.~tte~s. ar~sing1under '~tle regulati~M of its re-
coqri: requires and as the Chief Justice !Day deslg- s,pect1,Ve V111age'.:. ExceJilt for retI'~,als" before the 
~at:e .from time to time; In practice, th~ court is" Di,stdctCourt, t\he Vif~age Court has exclusive 

o inl session throughout the year. jU,:risdictipn to i~:l'pose' ~enalties for the violation. 
I [SA.S.C. 501(d») .. ' of'~vil1age regulahions.[ 

4.2.1 Organization.! There is 'one Dis~rict Court \\ b" ,The V'illag~\\Court has no appellate juris- , 
consi,sting of one .0'1' more district court judges, diction. \\ .. 
All sessions of the n't'Jtdct Court are conducted .', [5 A.S.C. 601(b~)0) 
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4.4.2 Judg~s (1 or'more associate justiceso£ the 
High Court of American S~a serve) 

a. There is no presidi.ng judge as such of the. 
Village Cqurt. 

b. Reference Secfion 1.4 •. b (Justices). 
c.Reference Se~tf6ri 1.4.c (Justices). 

4.5. 2:i\Administrati!: 1. . 
a.There is n«,presiding judge in the Village 

Court. 
,b. The Chief Justice of the High Court des-

ignates an associate judge,or other person as ad­
ministrator of the Village Court'r,The administra­
tor supervises the operation of tile' Village Court. 

c. The clerk of the High Court also serves as 
the c'lerk of the Village Court, and he or his des­
:f.gnee attends all sessions of the Village Court and 
prepares a written record of the proceedings. 

[5 A.S.C. 602.l(a) and (b)] 
4.6.2 Rule-making. Reference Section 1.6. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 General Administrative Authority. The Chief 
Justice has administrative supervision over the 
High Court of American Samoa, the District Court 
and the Village Court, and their judges, magis-
trates, clerks and other officers. . j 

[5 A.S.C. 202(c)] 

, . 

5.2 There is no provision for, and the~e is in fact 
no administrative office of the courts. 

'/ 

. Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.0 There are no provisions for qua~i-ju~icial of­
ficers in the court system of American Samoa· 

Judicial Discipline 

7.1 Trial Commission. The Tiial Commission con-' 
sists of the associate justice and two associate 
judges appointed by the Chief Justice. 

[Disciplinary Rules and pr~cedures of the High 
Court, Rule 4] 

7.2 Authority and Procedure for.Sanction. The 
Chief Justice of the High Court" has been given the 
authority by statute to discipline and disb~: at­
torneys pr.acticing be.fore the coutts of Amerl.can 
Samoa and he has delegated by rule, this authority 
to the Trial Commission.' The procedures \;\lre set 
forth in the Disciplinary .,Rulesand Procedures (l~ 
the High Court of American'Samoa. The procedure 
may begin with a formal or informal complaint, and 
will include a hearing at which the respondent will 
be given an opportunity to be heard and be repre­
sented by counsel. Appeals from the Trial Commis­
sion are heard by the Chief Justice of the High 

c' 
Court. 
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[5 A.S.C. 202(d), Disciplinary Rules and Pro­
cedures of the High Court of American Samoa] 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
,\ 

Court of Last Resort District ·of Columbia ,for 5 years immediately pre-
ceding his nomination. 

1.1 COURT OF APPEALS. The Court of Appeals .. sits (4) Has been a resident of the District for 
in the Dis;rict of Columbia for one term of court at least 90 days prior to nominatio~, and will 
coincident 'with the calendar year. retain such residency as long ashe serves as a 

[District of Columbia Court of Appeals, Rule 2] judge. 
1.2 Organization. Cases are heard and determined (5) Has not served as a member of the Ten~ 
by 3-judge divisions of the court unless a hearing ure Commission (reference Section 7.1 Judicial 
or rehearing before the court en banc is ordered. Discipline) or the District of Columbia Judicial 
A hearing or rehearing before the court en banc may Nomination Commission (reference Tihle 12: 
be ordered by a majority of the~~dge8'9f the court ~aracteristics of judicial nominating commissions) 
in regular active service. "': for a period of 2 years prior to his nomination. 

[District of Columbia Code (hereinafter (6) .Is recommended to the President by the 
D.C.C.) Sections l1-705(b), (c), (d)] District of Columbia Judicial Nomination Commis-

1.3 Jurisdiction sion.· 
a. The Court of Appeals has implied power to/) c. Thirty days before the expiration of a 

issue extraordinary writs in aid of its appellate judge's term, or within .30 days after a vacancy 
jurisdiction. occurs for some other reason, the District of Co-

b. The Court of Appeals has jurisdiction over lumbia Judicial Nomination Commission (reference 
appeals from: Table 12: Characteristics of judicial nominating 

(1) All final orders and judgments of the commissions) submits a list of three nominees to the 
/';'\Iperior Court and interlocutory orders of the Su- President, who makes the selection. If more than 
perior Co~rt concerning injunctions, appcintment one vacancy occurs at one time, separate lists must 
of receivers, guardians, or conservators, or those be submitted with no person named more than once. 
changing or affecting the possession of property. Presidential nominees are forwarded to the Senate 
A party aggrieved may appeal as of right, except for confirmation. If the President fails to nomi-
f.oJ: review of Small Claims Branch decisions, crim- nate a person from the list within 60 days after . 
inal judgments where the.,penalty imposed is a fine receiving such a list, thesf0mmisslon appoints one 
of less than $50 for an o£tense punishable by im- person from the list with t1~~e advice and consent 
prisonment of 1 year or less, or by fine of not of the Senate. A judge ser~s a l5~ear term, and 
more than $1.000. Review of such judgment is by upon completion of such term,~he continues to serve 
applic~tion for the allowance of an appeal, fil~d~~ until his successor is appointed and qualifies. 
in the District of Columbia Court of Appeals. ~"'" [D.C.C. §§11-l,502, 11-l50~; Home Rule Bu..;~., 

(2) All ordera and decisions of the mayc~ Sections 43l(b), 433(b)(2), (3), (4), (5), 
council, or any agency of the District of Columbia 434(d)(I)] 
to;:the extent provided by the law. 1.5 Administration 

!~ (3) Review of orders and decisions from cer- a. The Joint Committee on Judicial Administra-
taih District of Columbia administrative agencies. tion is responsible for setting policy for the ad-

[D.C.C. §Sll-72l, 11-722; Mike's 'Manufacturing ministration of the r,ourts. Reference Section 5.1 
Company v. Zimzoris (Municipal Court of Appeals (General administrat~ve authority). The Executive 
for the District of Columbia, 1949, Vol. 66, Officer is responsirle for ,the, administration of 
Atlantic 2nd Reporters, p. 414)] the court'system, sl\bject to the supervision of the 

1.4 Justi~es (9) Joint Committee and\~b~ chief judges of the respec-
a. The Chief Judge is designated by the Dis- tive courts. The Chiif Judge of the Court of Ap-

trict"of Columbia Judicial Nomination Commission peals supervises the internal administration of all 
(reference Table 12:'Characteristics of judicial affairs of the court., He may also temporarily as-
nominating commissions). A. Ch:r.ef Judge! serves a l'i sign Court of Appeals judges to the Superior Court 
4-year term or until his successor is duignated. and Superior Court judges to the Court of Appe&1s. 
He is eligiblecfor redesignation. If a Chief Judge b. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level ,admin-
1,s not redesignat~d Or relinquishes the office of istrator). ' ,. 

';,Chief Judge, he continues to be an associate 'dudge. ' C. The clerk occupies a statutorily aut~9rized 
b. A person may not be appointed a judge of ' 'a position. The Executive Officer has designated the 

District of Columbia court unless that individual: clerks to be the administrators of their respective' 
(1) Is a United 5tates citizen. courts,' They hllve responsibility for direct super-

:' (2.) Is an' active member of the Distr.ict of ' vision of all nonjudicial employees of-their re-
Columbia Bar. speccive courts as well as other duties as may be 

(3) Has been engaged in the sctive practice assigned. " 
of law in the District or has ~~en a 'professor in [D.C.C. S§11-707, 11-1702, 11-l703(a), 11-1721; 
a District of Columbia law school, or has been a Executive Officer]'" 

(1. 

District or federal government atto~ney in the 
1:'. 
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Figure 1: 'District of Columbia cc.lurt system, 1980 
o ' 

,. 
COURT OF APPE~.LS 
9 judges 

~U~!;:~~;i~~:'" the Superior Court and certain District of 

Columbia agencies. 

0 
,4 , 

" 
0 

-" 

. 

, SUPERIOR CO~T 
44 judges 

CIVIL DIVISION .AMILY DIVISION PROBATE DIVISION 

Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

_ Jurisdiction over _ Domesflc: relAtions, - Probate. 

all civil U~,t1ons. property rights. 

r7 paternity. "",ntal 
health. 

- Juvenile del1n-
queqcy. neglect, 
and children in 
need of supervi-
sion. 

CI!IHINAL DIVISION TAX DIVISION 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: _ Appeals of tax cases from 
_ Exclusive jurisdiction over 

felonies, misdemeanors, aqd 
the District of Columbia and 

ordinanc," violations. 
related civil and criminal 

(f _ Major traffic cases. matters. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates rou.te of appeal. 

~\ 
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'JCourt of V' last 
resort 

" 

Court of 
'general 

jurisdiction 

" ' 

\ ' 

, 

if' 
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1.6 Rule-makingo. Tt!e ,.Court of Appeals conducts its 
business according to the Federal Rules of 'Appel-' 
late Procedure (F.R.A.P.) unless"the coutt'l!re­
scribes.(lr adopts modifications of those rules. 
The F.R.A.P.allows a majority of the judges of the 
court in regular active service "to make and amend 
rules g()verning ,its practice not inconsistent with 
the F.R.A.P. ' '0 

[D.C.C. §11':'743; F.R.A.P •• Rule 47) 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in 'the 
District of Columbia. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

l.l SUPERIOR COURT. The chief judge may fix the 
time of sessions of the various divisions,and 
branches of the court. 

[D.C.C. Sl1-9061 
3.2 Organization. One Superior Court serves the 
District. It consists of the following divisions: 
Criminal DiVision. Civil Division. Family Division. 
Probate Division. and Tax Division. The divisions 
may be divided into such branches as the Superior 
Caurt !nay by rule prescribe. 

[D.C.C. Sl1,..902) 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Superior Court has exclu~i'{e,jui1~di~; 
tion over any civil action or other~matter in the 
District of Columbia. unless Jurisdiction is vested 
in a Federal Court in the District of Columbia. 
Civil cases are hearrl in the Civil Division. ~ 

Th~ Family Division of the Superior Court 
has jurisd-:£ction over actions of divorce. suppo'rt. 
custody. adoption. detetmination and ~djudication 
of property rights. paternity of any child 'born out 
of wedlock. delinquent or neglected children. 
chlldr,en in need of supervision. and commitment of 
t,he mentally ill. ' 

The Tax Division of the Superior Court has 
,exclusive jurisdiction of all appeals from and pe­
titions for review of assessments of tax ,(and civil 
penalties thereon) made by the District ofColum­
bia. It also has jurisdiction of. all proceedings 
brought by the District of Columbia for (,his impo­
sition of criminal penalties pursuant to the pro­
visions of the statutes relating to 'taxes levied 
by or in behalf of the District of Columbill. 

Probate cases are heard in the Probate Di-
vision. -' 

1:i~ Superior :,Court judges must meet the same 
,qualifications as .Ccur.tof Appeals judges. Ref.er-
ence Section 1.4.b. . 0 

'. /a"'cSuperior CoUt~ judges are selected in the 
same>manner and for the same term as Courto~ Ap­
peals judges. Refe:1:'~nce Section 1..4.c. 
3.5 Administration' 

a. 'The chief judge supervise~internal adm1n1s­
tJ;'ation of· all affairs of the 'court. He arranges 
and divides "tlJe business of the court and fixes the 
time of sessions of·';,he various divisions and 
branches of the court. He designates t~, number 
of judges and assigns them to the vari.ous divi­
sions • The chief j~"'ge may also certify to ,the 
Court of Appeals the need for temporary assi'gnment 
of ,additional judges. ' 

b.There is no provision for an administrator 
for the Superior Court. Reference Section 5~2.b 
(state-level administrator). 
,c. The Executive Officer has. designated .the 
'clerks to be the administrators of their re~pective 
courts. They have respol)sibil1ty f'or direct super­
vision of ,all nonjudicial employees of theirore­
spective courts as well as for other'duties'as may 
be assigned. , 

ID.C.C. §§11-906(a). (b). 1l-908(a). (b). 
11-1702. 11-1721; Executiv~ Officer) 

3.6 Rule-making. The ~uperiorCourt conducts its 
business according to/the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure and the. F~der81 Rules of Criminal P:o;o­
cedure. unless it,,..irescribes ot adopts rules "that' 
modify these ~les. Rules that modify the Federal 
Rules must ~"approved by the Court of Appeals. 
The Superior Court may adopt and enforce other 
rules as it deems necessary without. the ,approval 
of the Court of Appeals if such rules do notmod1fy 
the Federal 'Rules. The Superior Court may appoint 
a committ.ee of lawyers to advise it. ' 

[D.C.C. §11-946) 

Court ·of.Limited or Special Jurisdic.t1on 

4.0 There are no courts of special or 1imit~d 
jurisdiction in the District of Columbia. 

State-Level Administration 

5.1 Generaladmim.strative authority. The Joint' 
Committee on Judici.al Administration. made" .up of 
the Chief Judge and an associate judge of the Court 
of Appeals and the chief j\idge and two associate 
judges of the Superior Cdilrt.is responsible :'for 
setting policy for ~he administration of the 
co~rts. The committee has statutory author:!.ty to 
issue all orders. and direl!tives uecessaryto imple-

The Superior Court has exclusive jurisdic~ 
t,ion over any criminal (including traffic) case 
under any law appl1caJlle to the District of Colum­
bia in the Criminal Division. It dO.es not have. 
Jurisdiction over criminal cases brought in the 
'U.S. District Court. 

, ... ment its responSibilities .and duties. Reference 
Section 1.5.a (Administra'tion). I:, 

[D.C.C. SSll;~921. 11-923. 11-1101. 11-1201; 
Home-Rule Bill. Sec. 43l(b») 
b. The Superior Court has no appellate juris~ 

diation~.Yf!r cases,from'other courts. It hears ap­
peals of Bidminiatratlveagency cases. 

[D.C.C. S§ll-92l. J.l-923; Home Rule Bill, Sec. 
431(b») , 

3.4,. Judges (44) 
a. The chief judge is selected in the same lin8n­

ner and for the same ,term as the Chief Judge of the 
Court of Appeals. ~ference Section 1.4~a. 
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(D.C.C. lSll",:,.l.70l(a). (d») 
5.2 Excc\.\tive Office of the District of Coltimbia 
Courts' J.Qj'l'.T 

--a. The office was created by D.C.C. §1l-170l 
to Sl1-1747. 

b. Executive Officer 
(1) The position of Executive Off1cerwas 

created by n.C.c.Sll-1703(a). 
(2) Tbe Executive Officer must be certified 

by the Director of the Administrative Office. 'of the 
Uliited states C()urts.The Executive, Officer is 
selected ·by"the Joint CODlllittee on JudiCial Admin­
istration with' the concurrence of the respective 
chief judges. The Executive Officer is selected~ 
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'District of Columbia state-level administrative office of the courts, 1980 
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from a list of not less than three qualified per­
Bons submitted by the Director of the Administra­
tive Office of the United States "Courts. 

(3) The Executive Office~ is responsible for 
the adlJli.nistration of the Distri.:t of Columbia 
court system, subject to the 'supervision of the 
Joint Committee and the chief judges of the r.espec­
tive c()urts. 

c.' Office organization. The Executive Office 
of th\! District of Columbia CourtD consists of 159 
people: 104 professionals (including the Executive 
Officer) and 55 clerical personnel. The profes­
sional staff provides support: service's in the fol~ 
10wHig areas: systems analysis, programming, and 
comJ!uter operations; proliaticn coordination,. court 
reporting, tdalcourt administration, court coor­
din'ation, and £ildlitiea management; payroll, ar.­
cOl,1nting, audit,ing, budgeting,'and purchasing; li­
brary servi~es; personnel systems; executive liai­
son; and planning and research activities, which 
includ~ statistical compilation, judicial planning, 
research, st~tistical analysis, and legal ser,vices. 

[D.C.C.§§1l-1703(a), (b); Executive Officer] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 

6.1 SUPERIOR COURT 
6.2 Hearing commissioner 

a. Hearing commissioners are selected by the 
chief judge. They must be membera of the bar and 
must vOBsess a broad knowledge of the legal prin­
ciples relative to family law. 

b.. Hearing commissioners are responsible for 
conducting hearings primarily in mental retardation 
proceedings but not necessarily limited to this 
area. After e~ch hearing they recommend.in writing 
an appropriate ~\purse of action or court order to 
the chief judge \,~: his designate. 

[Position Dem:ription, Executive Officer] 

\\ 
Judicial Discip1:l;ne 

Ii 
II, 
,I 

493 

7.1 District of Columbia 'Commission on Judicial 
Disabilities and Tenure •. The commission consists 
of seven members appointed as,follows: one member 
appointed by the President; two members appointed 
by the Board of Governors of the unified District 
of Columbia Bar, both'lof whom must have practiced 
law in the Distr.ict for at least 5 successive years 
preceding their appointment; two members appointed 
by the l!Iayor,one of whom is not a lawyer; one non­
lawyer appointed by the City Council; and an active 

,or retired federal judge serving in the District, 
appointed by the chief judge of the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia., 

[Home Rule Bill, Sec~ 431] 
7,.2 Authority and procedure for sanction. The com­
mission may'undertake an investigation on its own 
initiative or upon a formal or informal report of 
misconduct o'r ill health. Hearings must be held 
prior to filing of orders for removal (except for 
those based on final judgment of conviction of a 
felony), involuntary retirement, or suspension 
without salary., Such hearings are confidential 
unless the privilege is waived by the judge under 
investigation. The judge is entitled to 30 days 
notice of charges. He may be represented by coun­
sel at the hearings, offer evidence~n his own be­
half, and confront and cross-examine witnesses. 

'The commission has subpoena powers and ~ay order a 
judge to undergo medical examination. The commis­
sion must report within 90 days findings of fact 
and a determination as to the judge's conduct or 
health. Four members must concur in a removal 
order. A judge aggrieved by a commission order 

, filed with the Court of App~a1s may file notice of 
appeal within 30 days with the Chief Justice of the 
United States, who appoints a special 3-member 
court from among active judges of the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia and the 
United States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit. The decision of this special 
court is final and conclusive. 

[D.C.C. §§11-1527, 11-1528, 11-1529] 
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Figure 1: Guam court system, 1980 

SUPERIOR COURT , 
~judges _ 
J.,risdiction: ivil 
-\'Original jurisdiction in all c " 

\'cases in 1a\7 ot' e.quity except .for 
(.auses arising under, the Constitu­
i'ion treaties, lawa of the United h 
S·'at~B. and ~any matter i.nvolving t e Jam Territoria~ incOlle taX. 

_ Original. jurisdiction in all _ 
criminal cases, felony and mis i ing 
demeanors, except for causes ar s 
unde,r the Constitution, , treaties, 
and laws ,of the United States. 

_ Traffic cases. 
_ Juvenile matters. 
Appellate jurisdiction in all ca~es 
tried and determined in: the Traf ie 
Court in which ,punisinent is a fine 
of more than $25 or lmpl"isonment or 
both. 
Jury triala. 

,I 
I, 

1/ 

if 
/' 

1/, 
II '. // 

/' II 
If 

Ii 

. ~, 

Court of 
&eneral 

jurisdiction 

/ 

" 

'\ 
? 

0' 

Court of Last Resort 

1.0 There aA:'e no provisions for a court 'Of last 
resort in Guam. 

[The Administrative Director of the CourtJ 
" 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There are no prpvisions for an intermediate 
appellate court in Guam. 

[The Administrative Director of the Court} 

General Jurisdiction Court 

3.1 SUPERIOR COURT. The Superior Court ,sits in 
continuous session. 

(The Admin~strative Director of the CourtJ 
3.2 Organization. The Judicial Council (reference 
Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences) has 
authority by rules of the court to create divi­
sions of the Superior Court and may designate 
which divisions are to be courts of record and 
which courts are to be not of record. Two of the 

, diviSions must consist of a Juvenile Court 
Division (a court of record), and a Traffic Court 
Dividon (court not of record). Q~her divisions 
include: Criminal (comprising felony and 
misdemeanor j , Civil , Probate , Domestic • Small 
Claims, and Special Proceedings Divisions. 

[Public Law (hereinafter P.L.) l2~85"S2] 
3.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Superior Court has original jurisdic­
tion in all cases arising under the laws of Guam, 
civil or criminal. in law or equity, regardless of 
the, alllount in controversy, except: for,causes 
arising under the Constitution, treaties, laws of 
the, United States, and any' matter involving the 
Guam Territorial income ,tax. 

b. The Superior Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion in' all cases tried ~nd determined in the 
Traffic Cour~ in which the punishment imposed is a 
fine of more than S25 or imprisonment or both. 

[Code of Civil Procedure, Chapter III. Title' 
I. Part I §S82, 83; P.Lo' l2-85J ' 

3.4 Judges (5) 
a. The term of the presiding judge is identi­

cal t.o all other Superior Court judges. 
b.Judges of the Superior Court must ~ve 

practiced law in Guam for at l~~~~ 6 month". 
c. Judges of the Superiot'Coi!;rt: j~re appointed 

by the. legislature fora tem o~' 8 years.' The, 
appointment is dralln from ,among' thtee candidat'es 
nominat,d by the Judicial Council (reference Table 
29: ' Judicial councils and conferences). "FoHow­
ing the 8th year, a judge may file a declaration 
to succeed himself l,n the Office of the Eie~tiCln 
COlDIDission. The elections are nonpartisen and are 
conducted during the general election immediately 

(I) 

(' 

following the expiration of his term of office. 
The Governor fills vacancies by appointing a 
person with the consent of the legislature. In 
ma1dng su'ch appointments, the Governor gives 
consideration to names which have been timely 
submitted to him by the Judicial Council. 

[Code of Civil-Procedure. Chapter III-A. Title 
I. Part I. S8l; P.L. 12-85. 189, §§l. 4] 

3.5 Administration 
a'. The presiding judge prescribes and distrib­

utes the order of business in the Superior Court 
and assigns cases to the "judges of the court. He 
is vested with final authority in overseeing the 
operations ~f the Judicial'Branch of the Territory. 
except in matters which require the approval of 
the Judicial Council (reference Tabl,e 29: Judicial 
councils and conferences). 

b. There are no provisions for an adminis­
trator in the Superior Court. Reference Section 
5.2.b (state-level administrator). 

c. The clerk serves at the pleasure of the 
presiding judge. He performs the following duties: 

(1) Takes charge of and safely keeps or 
disposes of, according to law, all books, papers, 
and records.which may be filed and deposited in' 
his office. 

(2) Supervises and directs the work of his 
deputies and assistAnts. 

(3) Attends in person or by deputy each 
session of the Island Court and the folice (Traf­
fic) Court .") 

(4) ISsues all process and notices as re-
quired. ~ " /1 

(5) Enters a synopsis of all orders, judg­
ments, and decrees proper to be entered at length; 
keeps in the Island Cour:!: a docket listing the 
title of each cause with the date of its commence-

, ment; enters a memor~'1dUID of avery. subsequent pro­
ceeding with date and record of Qll fees charged. 

(6) Keeps other indices and records and 
makes reports necessary in the"Performance of tile 
du!:ies of his office or as required by the Judi­
cial Council. 

[Code of CIvil Procedure, Chapter I, Title XV; 
P.L. 12-85. §8]' , 

3.6 Rule-makingThe Judicial Council (reference 
Table 29~, Judicial i!!oun,cUs and conferences) has 
the. power to prescribe, by general rules, the forms 
of ptocess,'writs, pleadings and mot1~n8, and 
practice and. procedure of the courts l.fic'Gu&m;"i~'( 
both civU and criminal actions. 
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{P.L. ~2-8S, §66J 

Court of limited or Special Jur1sd'iction 

4.0 There are no provisions for courts of limited, 
or special jur1sdictiQn in Guam. 

[The Administrative Director of the court] 
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General 
Administration 

- Personnel se rvices 
a) Pe~Bonnel services 

, b) Payroll 

- ProcureDlent 
a) Purchasing 

_ Financial managemen t 
a) Accounting 
b) Budgeting 
c) Auditing , 
d) Receipt/disbursement 

- Plans & research 
a) Planning 
b) Statistical cOlllpilation/ 

analysis 
c) Research 
d) Eva1ua~ion 
e)' Grants man\lgement 
f) Edu~ation/training 

'. 
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State-LeVel Adllinilitration 

5.1 Generaladllinistrative authority. There are 
no fO.rlDal proy1:sions for general adllinistrative 
authority,' however, the Presiding Judge 'of t~e 
Superior Cou~t, being tll~ :ehief'jud1c:1al off~c~r (1 

of the jud~cial braneh, has the inherent discretion 
to prescribe the paraDleters of authority extended 
to the adlliniStrative')(5fficer. . 

[Code of C1vi~ ProcedUre, .ChapteX' III, Title 
I, Part I, §85) 

5.2 The Office of the Administrative Director of 
the Court 

a.'O Authorization ,~or the Office of the Adllin­
istrative Director is accolIIPlished through adop­
tion by the Judicial Council (referenc~ Table 29: 
Judicial councils and conferences) and approv~l by' 
the GUSII Legislature. 

b. The Adll1nistrative Director of the Court. 
(1) The position of the Adllin1atrat1ve Di­

rector of the Court. ~s authorized by .the GUSl!l Leg­
:l.alature upon apPl'Cival .ofthe Judicial CounciL 

(2) The AdmlniStrative Director of the 
Court is appointed by the Presiding Judge and 
serves at hiS pleasure. 

(3) The Administrative Director of the 
Cou~t does not personally supervise the operations 
of the divisions of the AOC; however. his span of 
cQntrol does' cover the .operations of each division 
including: calendaring; court reporting; records 

\ 
\ 

Ql)agelle:lU:; . ;e~un1 ty aer"ice; . jury unagellent; 
.. intenanee'and security; ehallber staff support; 
fOrIDs develoPllent; Traffic Violations BureauOper- ~ 
at!ons;ot!rviCi!! and eje'cution of process, writs" , 
and orders; probation liervices;'personnel ser­
vicu;procurement; financial managallent; and 
pl.ariB and'rllu,earch. 

" Cit Oftice' OrganiEaHon. The Office of'tbe 
Adll1nistrative Di~ec~orof ~,he Court cunsists of 
19 People: l~ professionals (including the Adll1n­
istrattve Director of the Court) and 6 clerical 
personnel. The professional staff 'provides sup­
.port services in the following areas: payroll, 
accounting, auditing, bUdgeting and purchasing; 
e~~~ation and training; personnel systells and' 
office lIan.gellent; leg1slative~ executive, public. 
and'lIedia information,.itd legislative liaison;, 
and·.planning and research activities including 
statistical cOllpilation, judicia~ planning,.re­
search,. evaluation, and .t.~1stical allAlysb. 

[the Administrat~ve ~rectorof the Court] 

Quasi-Judicial Officers 
~~~ 

6.0 There are no quas1-judicilil .officers in Guam. 

Judicial Discipline 

7.0 Information on judicial disCipline ie not 
avaUable.· " 
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FigurEtl: Puerto Ric:o court system, 1980 

a 

SUPl!H! mURT ' ' " 
S juaticea ,', 
JurbdicUon: 
;,. Reviewa judpents and deci~lonl1 of the 

Court of Piriot biotance*, and c:aaes on' 
" appeal or ' review' before the Superior Court. 

- RevieliaruUlIg. of ,the ,Rel\lstrat of. 
Property and ruUng" of certain adllin-

\: 1.trative aleneies. . ~'. 

SUPBRIOR mORT* (12) 
92 judpa 

I----------.-----~----I" SUPERIOR mORT 
"'JurisdicUon: 

- Orieinal jurlsdicUOI1in c1v~l 
_ttera over $10,000, tax case., 
ea1nent d ... in, probate. 

- Ori81:1al jurisdicdonin 
criaina! feloniea, all lliade­
•• nora related to felonies, 
involuntary hoatcide, .nd 
cases involvinS III1nor8. 

Appe.ls fr .. Diatrict Court a"d 
certain admniatraUve agencies. 
Jury trials in criaina1, non-jury 
in crimnal ."d civil. 

DISTRICT mORT* (38) 
98 judps 
Jurisdiction: 

APPELLATE DIVISION 
.t leut 3 judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
,- ·.\ppeals of crllli"al ca~.a 

originating in the Superior 
Court. Writ. of certiorari to 
review judgaents of the 
Superior Court of crWnal 
cases origin.Ung in the 
District Court. 

- Civil ... tters under $10,000 (except those 
heard in the Superior Court), guardianship. 

- Hlsde ..... nors (except those heard in 
Superior Court), municipal, ordinance 
violations. 

No jury trials, non-jury trials in e1vil and 
criminal. 

T 
UlNICIPAL mORT 
:17 judges 
',uriadiction: 
I" Civil' investigadons and SUllman.e •• 
:~ Probable cause hearings, search warrants, 
\. • .. monaea, warrants of :1mprlsonment, 
" warrants to release from jail, and bail. 
I Violations of D1Dicipal ordinances. 
J Accepts guilty pleas. 
'1'0 trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

* The. Court of Firat Instance consiats of two divisions: The Superior 
Court and the Dlstrict Court. 
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PUER-TO RICO 

Court of Last Resort 

1.1 SUPREME COURT. The Supreme Court sits in San 
J,uan. The Supreme Court's term begins on'the fif8t 
working day of September of each year and ends on 
the laet working day of the following May, unless 
otherwise decided'by the C,ourt. During vacation, 
the court continues 'its work through one Or more 
of its divisions. ' 

[Rule!! of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico 
(hereinafter R.S.C.), Rule 3; Administrative 
Director] 

1.2 Organization. The, Supreme Court may sit in 
divisions of not less than three justices. The 
~,ourt may sit in one Or more such divisions ~or the 
dispatch !;;f criminal and civil matters. Each divi-
8ion i8 pre8ided over by the senior jU8tice, except 
when the Chief JU8tice is 8itting in that division. 

[Con8titution of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Articie V, Section83, 4; LaW8 of Puerto 
Rico Annotated (hereinafter L.P.R.A.) Title 4, 
Section 31; R.S.C., Rule 3] 

1.3 Juri8diction 
a. The Supreme Court has original jurisdic­

tion to l1ear petitions for habeas corpus and any 
other caU8e8 and,proceedings as determined by law. 

b. The Supreme Court has appellate juri8diction 
over all matter8 heard in the Superior Court. The 
court may review decision8 of several admini8tra­
tive agencj.e8. 

[Con8t., Art. V, 15; L.P.R.A., Title 4, 5135, 
36, 37] 

1.4 Justices (8) 
a.·'The Chief Justice is 8elected in the s.ame 

manner a8 'the other jU8tice8. He serve!.! until 
comp'illsory retirement at age. 70. 

b. Supreme Court jU8tices DIU.8t be citizen8 of 
the U~ited State8 and of Puerto Rico. oU8t have 

, been admitted .to the practice of law in Puerto Rico 
,for at least .10 years, and must have redded in 
p,uerto Rico for at le,as t 5 years. ., 

c. Su,prame Court jU8tj.ce8 are appointed by the 
Governor and con~irmed by the Senate of Puerto 
Rico. ' ~eY hold office until age 70, except for 
jU8t ca!Jse. Vacancie8 are filled in the 8am, man­
ner" a8 original· appointl!lent8'. ' 

(Con8t., Art. V, IS8, 9; Admini8trative Direc­
tor] 

1.5 Admini8tration 
. a~ ,The Chief Ju8tice has, admitli8trative author­

ity over the court8 of Puerto Rico. He admini8-
trate8 andsupervisei the entire CO~rt 8ysteM 
through the Admini8trative .Director of the Courts. 
Superior, Court judge ,admini8trator8, and District 
Court judge administra'i:ors •. ,Referertce Section 5.1 
(Generaladmini8tJ;a.l:ive authority). As the admin- • 
i8trative officer for the~preme Court he may con­
vene an extraordinary 8e88ion during the vacation 
term of' the court. . 

b. Reference Section 5.2'.b (8tat~,";level admin-
is trator) • . ()1,'t 

<"" 

c. The position of c'lerk of the Supreme Court 
is describ~d in the Rules of the Supreme Court. 
He supervises the . personnel o,f his offl.ce in charge 
of the operational controls of the different mat­
ters submitted to the attention of the Supreme 
Court. and dissemination of information on the 
operations and the administration and control of 
the records. There are no formal provisions for 
assigning administrative duties to the clerk. 

[L.P .R.A., Title 4, §3l; R. S.C., Rules, 7, 8; 
Administ,rative Director] 

1.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court adopts rules 
of\~vi4ence and rules of criminal and civil p';oce­
du~~ for the courts. The rules are submitted to 
thi!;legislature at the beginning of its next .regu­
lar sesl~ion and, if not disapproved, go into effect 
60 days:' after the close of the session. The legis­
lature :~as the power to amend, repeal, or supple­
ment an,y. rules by a specific law to that e~fect. 
The court may also adopt rules for the informal ad­
judica(;lion of small claims of $100 or less. The 
Supreml~ Court may adopt rules for the administra­
tion d,1: the courts, subject to the laws that apply 
generJlly to all branches of the government. ' 

[Const., Art. V, §§6, 1,; L.P.R.A •• Title 4, 52] 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no provision for an intermed~ate ap~ 
pellate court in Puerto Rico. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.1 COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE--SUPERIOR COmiTo The 
Superior Court sits' ,in continuous, session~, 

[Administrative Director] 
3.2 Organization. The Superior Court' holdo ses­
Sions in 12' locations around the cODDllonweai"th. By 
decision, of the Chief Justice, the superior\\ Court 
may hold Appellate Sessions as necessary, 01; the 
Chief Ju!.!tice may order,;,the establishment 01\ one 
or mO,re Appellate J)ivisions. Each APpellatel~ses-" 
sion,or Division is composed of at least thrte 
jud~eB asdgned by the Chief ,J!Jstice. \ \ 

[L.P .R.A., Title 4, U6l,9l; Administrat'~~ve 
Director] • ~ 

3.3 Jurisdiction. ' ",.. '.. \\ 
a. The Super10r Court has ot1g1nal cr1m1nai 

juri8diction in all felonies, all mi8demeanor8~ 
r~lated to felopi~:8, involuntary homicide, iUld\\in 
ca8es invoiving minors. 'The Superior Court ha6~ 

" original c\~vil jurisdiction in tax ca!les, emin~rl: 
,domain di8putes, probate matte,r8, and-all other;j'\ 
civil matter8 involving $lQ ,000 or more. ',' 

The Appellate Session8 or Divi8ion8 hear ap~ 
peals of criminal ca8es originating in the Supe~ior 
Court, writs of certiorari '~o review judgments of 
the Superior Court -in ca8e8 originating in the 
District Court. and all othet:crimlhtil 1!Iattera re­
lating to the) judgmenl;,execu'Uon, or compliance 
thereof in llccordance with that re80lved by the SU­
preme Court through regulation. 
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b. The Superior Court has appellate jurisdic­
tion o'l1~r all cases heard in the District Court. 
The court also has jurisdiction to review decisions 
of administrative agencies, except those cognizable 
by the Supreme Court. 

[L.P.R.A., Title 4, S5121, 122; Administrative 
Director] 

~.4 Judges (92). At the request of the Chief \Jus­
tice, accompanied by a certificate from the Admin­
istrative Director (reference Section 5.2.b), the 
number of judges may be increased to 114. 

a. There is no provision for a chief judge over 
all parts of the Superior Court. In every multi­
judge part of the Superior Court, the Chief Jus­
tice designates an administrative judge who serves 
a I-year term. If there is only one judge, he 
serves as administrative judge. 

b. Superior Court judges mUst be at leaet 25 
years of age, must be admitted to the bar, and must 
have had at least 5 years of professional ex­
perience. 

c. Superior Court judges are appointed by the 
Governor and confirmed by the Senate of Puerto 
Rico. Thev serve 12-year terms. 

[Const:, Art. V, 58; L.P.R.A., Title 4, §§92, 
152; Rules of Administration for the Court of 
First Instance of the Commonwealth of Puerta 
Rico (hereinafter Rules of Administration), 
Rule 2] 

3.5 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no provLsLon for a chief 

judge over all the parts of the Superior Court, the 
judge administrators of the individual Superior 
Court parts are responsible to the Chief Justice 
~or the administration of their courts. They have 
judicial tasks as well as administrative duties. 
They supervise the adminilltrative work of the 
judges, officers, and other employees of their re­
spective courts. <.l'he judge administrators of the 
Superior Cour~ must cooperate in administrative 
matters with the judge adminj;r;!;:~ators of the Dis­
trict Court, municipal :~,'!dges, .~nd justices of the 
peace included in their judicial districts. The 
judge administrators prepare the calendar o,l: all 
judicial matters in order to be able to Iltfcend to 
the adlminis tra t ion CI f their courts. 

ESlCh judge admillistratg,r must bianll>1ally sub­
mit to the Chief Justice a report explaining his 
activities as judge admitHstrstor during the pre­
ceding 6 months and the condition and progress of 
his court during the term, as well as any addition­
al report the Chief!Justice or the Administrative 
Director may require. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the parts of the Superior Court or for 

,administ,rators for the indivi<.l,ual Superior Court 
parts. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-level admin­
istrator). 

~. The position of secretary of the Superior 
Court is created by law. The secretary has respon­
sibilities as determined by the court. 

[L.P.R.A., Title 4, 55392-398, '442; Rules of 
Administration, Rule 2.3; Administrative 
Director] 

3.6 Rule-making. The Supreme Court adopts rules of 
procedure and rules of administration for the Su-
perior Court. C' 

[Const~, Axt. V, §§6, 7; L.P.R.A., Title 4, S2] 

~rts of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1.1 COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE--DISTRICT COURT. 
District Court sits in continuous seosion. 

[Administrative Director] 

, 
". 

The 
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4.2.1 Organization. There are 38 individual Dia­
trict Court parts located around the commonwealth. 
The court holds sessions in all towns as judicial 
needs dictates. 

[L.P.R.A., Title 4, 5563, lSI, ISla] 
4.3.1 Jurisdiction 

a. The District Court h~s original criminal 
jurisdiction in all misdemeanors, except those 
heard by the Superior Court; and in all violations 
of statutes or municipal ordinances within the 
jurisdiction of the municipal judges. The District 
Court has civil jurisdiction in 11.11 matters heard 
by the, municipal judges; in all 'other civil matters 
invol'V'ing not more than $10,000, except those heard 
by the Superio~' Court; and in all petitions for 
withdrawal of fUnds, filed by the parent or ~~ard­
ian of a minor or an incompetent in whose ,name 
funds up to $2,500 have been deposited in'~he 
court, upon depositing the same amount in a bank. 

b. The District Court has no appellate 
jurisdiction. 

[L.P.R.A., Title '4, 5181; Administrative Di­
rector] 

4.4.1 Judges (99) 
a. There is no prov1s10nfor a chief judge over 

all the parts o~ the District Court. Judge admin­
istrators for the individual District Court p.,rte 
are selected in the same manner and for the s_me 
term as judge administrators for the Superior Court· 
parts. Reference Section 3.4. ' 

b. District Court judges III\'ISt be at least 21 
years of age, must have been admitted' to the bar, 
and must have had ,at lellst :3 yead~ of professional 
experience. ;\ 

c. District Court judges are selected in the 
same manner and for the sume term as Superior Court 
judges. They serve 8-year terms~ Reference Sec­
tion 3.4. 

[L.P.R.A., Title 4, 5152; 'Administrative Di­
rector] 

4.5.1 Administration 
a. Whereas there is no prOV1Q10n for a chief 

judge over all the parts of the District Court, the 
judge administrators of the individual District 
Court parts are 'responsib.1e to the Chief Justice 
for the administration of their court. They assign 
Judicial matters to the other judges subject to the 
direction of the Chief Justice. 

In addition, the judge administrator of each 
part of the District Court supervises the adminis­
trati"le matters concerning the municipal judges 
appointed to the municipalities included within his 
territorial boundaries. Reference Section 3.5. 

b. There are no provisions for an administrator 
over all the parts of .the District ',<;:ourt or for 
administrators for the 'iildividual District Court 
parts. Reference Section 5.2.b (state-1~vel admin­
istrator). 

c. The position of sec~etary of the District 
Court is authorize~ by law. The secretary has 
responsibilities as determined by the court. 

[L.P.R.A., Title 4, U392-398, 442; Rules of 
Administration, Rules 2, 2.3; Administra-
tive Director] . 

4.6.1 Rula-making. The Supreme 
of procedure and administration 

.. Court. 

Court adopts rules 
for the District 

:", 

[Const., Art. V, 156, 7;L,.P.R.A •. , Title 4, 12] 

4.1.2 MUNICIPAL COURT. The municipal court sits 
in continuous session. 

[Administrative Director] 
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Figure 2: Puerto Rico state-level administrative office of' the courts, 1980 
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..... e ~nicipal Court sits ~here 
4 2 2 Oraanization. ~.. eload war.:~mts 
•• , 0 District Court unless cas 

, re aring and keeping books 
as to cour~ opera~l~~~i:g :stimates and drawing 
of accountlng. au ml

l
, f ds appropriated for , , , s for pub lC un , requlsltl0n , d' ' 1 system maklng recommen-there 18 n 

otherwise. ,) operation of the JU lCla, for'the improvement 
dations to the ~hief ~u~~~c:ssignment and tran~fer 
of court operatlon an 'n such tp.sks as the Chlef 
of j~dges! and pefrfo~l ~etter administration of 
Justlce dlrects or e 

[Administrative Dlrector 

4.3.2 Jurisdic~i~nal Court processes uncontested 
a. '~e ~nlC1P t d matters must be filed 

matters only. All contes e 
in the District qourt. has no appellate juris- the courts. "~e Office of Court 

Off ' e organlzatl0n. ~" f -b. '!'he Municipal Court 

diction. '1 
,'\ [Administrative Duector i s of the 
4.4.2 Judges (53 judges and 7 just ce 

Eeace , , t does not have a pre-
, a. The ~nlclpal,C~u~ t Court judge presides 
siding judge. ~e,Dl~ ~~~rts in his District. 
over all the ~nlclpa~n~ci al Court must be 21 

b. Judges of the b- m:mbere of the bar. 
yearl of age, a~d t:s~n~cipal CI)11rt are appointed 

c. Judges 0 5- ear terms. 
b the Governor and serve Y 

y (Administrative Director) 
4 5 2 Administration 

• • f' ce Section 4.5.1. 
a. R~ ~r~:t Court judge admini~tra~ors oversee 

the ~n~~~p:~ Court within their dlstrlct. Refer­
ence Section 4.5. l •a ., 

c. Reference Sect!on 4.5.l.a. 
, [Administrative Dlre~tor]me Co~rt adopts rules 
4.6.2 Rule-maki:g • l~eofu:~:inistration for the 
of pro~edure an ru 
Municipal court. 

[Administrati~e Director] 

State~Level Administration 
" ' uthorit. The Chief 

5 1 General admln18tratlve a d to direct the 
J;stice is constitu~ion:~~~se:~o;:::to Rico. 
administration o~ t e,~ th t he is responsible for 
Statutes further pro~l e f ~he parts and divisions 
the efficient operatl0n

h
o ex editious dispatch of 

of the courts an~ .for ~ e d bP the Office of Court 
" t' n He 111 aSslste Y , lltlga 10 • Ch' f Justice may asslgn 

Administration. The ,le f the Court of First 
judges to condu~t sessl~n:n~ District Court). In 
Instance (Superl~r cour l teer retired justices and 
addition, he ~SSlgns ~oeu:s s ecial judges, desig-
judges to actlve serV1C 'Pt and supervises all 
nates municipal judg~Sf ap~~~nc~urts and appoints 
nonjudicial per~onne, o~ Refere~ce section 
the Admini~tratlve Dlrec or. 

1.5.a[c· t Art V 57; L.p.R.A., Title 4, 
ons ., •• 61] 

1162a-62g. 213. 30l! ~3l. 3, 
5 2 Office of Court Admlnlstra~l~n i is 

• a. The Office of Court Admlnlstrat on 
eltablished by sta~ute. , 

b. Administrat!v~ Dlr~c~~~inistrative Director 
(1) The posltlon,o , 
t d by the con&tltutLon. b 

is crea e "t've Director need not e 

C. lC 'of 310 people: 137 pro es 
Administration ~ons18tsAd inistrative ,Director) and 
sionals (includlng th~ ;e profes~ioi'1al staff 
173 clerical. per$onne " , the following areas: 
provides support servlces l~io~s records manage­
programming. computer ~~::rdina~ion and other 
ment and control; c~u: bud eting. and pur-
court servic~s: a~dltl:~~nel :ystems; legislative. 
chasing; tralnl~g, pe~ media information. and 
execut~ve, ~U~llC: ::d lanni~g and research ~c­
executlve llals0n • , d'P, 1 planning evaluatlon. 

, " ' luding JU lCla • tlvltles lnc ,'e al services. 
statistical analYSls'§j~dL~P~R.A •• Title 4. 55331. 

[Const., Art. V, ' , ] 
333; Administra~ive Director 

9?asi-Juaicial Officers 

6 1 1 SUPERIoa COURT ' AND DISTRICT COURT 
• • , 'te 

6.2.1 HOnOrary,m~g18ti~honOrary magistrate is es-
a. The posltlon 0 a igtrates must have 

tabiished by law. Honorar~ m gf law in puerto Rico 
d 'tt d to the practlCe 0 

been a ml e the are nominated as 
at least 5 y:ars before The y cannot be employees of 
honorary maglstrates. R~ or any of its instru-
the Goverr~ent of puerto hlCO ofessors of the Uni-

l 't' except for t e pr , menta 1 les. , The Governor apPolnts 
versity of p~erto R1CO: th the advice and consent 
honorary maglstrates W1 , 
of the Senate of pu:rto R1CO. be ~~signed by the 

b. Honorary mag1Strat~s may part of the Court 
, f J t' e to any seSSlon ~r able us lC h they have all powers 

of First Instance, were 
of a judge. , 4 §§62 62m' Administrative 

, [L.P,R.A •• Tltle. q. , 
Director] 

Judicial Discipline 
" for B judicial disciplin-

7.1 There is no provls1~n f J'udicial misconduct 
" Complalnts 0 , . ary commlSS lon • " t' ted by the Admlnl~tra-

or incompetence are 1~~~~ 19: f Court Administra­
tive Director of the lce d' are re­
tion, whose findings and recornmen atl0ns 
ferred to the Supreme Court. 

d for sanction. The Su-
7.2 Authority and proce ure code of Judicial Con-

t has adopted a new t preme Cour, b 1977. Supr~me Cour , force Slnce Septem er 
duct. 1n : 'd' the Senate of Ptlerto 
justices '!'ay be t~l~. ~~e House of Representatives 
Rico and lmpeache ~, b 'b yother fel-

(2) The Admln18tra 1 "1 b 'f he is an attorney. le 
admitted to t~e b~rl :~ielin office. He is ap: 
.. y not practlce aw w t the pleasure of the ablef 
pointed by and serves a 

of Puerto Ri:o for treas~:~ol~~n:rm~ral turpitude. 
onies. and mlsdemeano~sFirst Instance and justices 
Judges of the Court ~, 1 judges may be removed 

JUltice. ~e Administrative Director direc~s, 
(3) u, ", The Admlnls-

the Office of Court Ad,!,ln~~~~~t~~:ist the Chief 
trative Directo~ ~nd h~S dministrative methods and 
JUltice by examlnlng t e :rsonnel examining the 
dficiency of the cou~,t dP the pending caseloads of 
Itate of the doclkett~/tnstatistical and other data 
the courts. col ec lI,[g 

of the peace and munlcl~ Supreme Court may remove 
h S preme court. u.e , by t e u 'lt of gross misconduct ln 

a judge found to ~eh~~ldu~ies. or may censure or 
the perfo~ance 0 s serious misconduct. 
suspend a Judge forI1IesS2l Art. V. UU. 13; 

[Const •• Art. I. • 
L.P.R.A •• Title 4. §2321 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Court of Last Resort 

1.0 There is no court of last relort in the Virgin 
Ialands. 

Intermediate Appellate Court 

2.0 There is no intermediate appellate court in the 
Virgin Islands. 

Court of General Jurisdiction 

3.0 There is no court of general jurisdiction in 
the Virgin I.lands. 

Court of Limited or Special Jurisdiction 

4.1 TERRITORIAL COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. The 
court holdl regular lIessio~& at the times and 
placel prescrib~d by the rules of the court. 
Special sellionl may b~ held ~s required. 

(4 V.I.C. 184) 
4.2 Organization. The Territory of the Virgin 
Iliandl is divided into two geographical judicial 
divisions: the division of Saint Croix. and' the 
division of Saint Thomas-Saint John. The division 
of St. Croix is subdivided into two jurisdictions. 
Christianated and Fredericksted. One-half of the 
judges mUlt reside in each judicial division. The 
Territorial Court is compoGed of Criminal. Civil. 
Traffic. Family. Conciliation. and Small Claims 
Divisionl. The court may create such additional 
divisions as the public interest requires. 

[4 V.I.C. Ill. 71, 79] 
4.3 Jurisdiction 

a. The Territorial Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction in all criminal actions punishable by 
not more than a fine of $100. or 6 months of im­
prisonment. or both; and all violations of police 
and executive regulations. The court also has 
original jurisdictioll concurrent with the District 
Court in all criminal actions wh~rein the maximum 
sentence does not exceed imprisonment of 5 years 
or a fine' a8 prescribed by law. 

The Territorial Court haa exclusive original 
jurildiction h~ all civil&lctions involving not 
more than $500. The court has original jurisdic­
tion concurrent with the District Court in civil 
matters involving $500 to $50.000; in supervioii,ng 
and administering estates and fiduciary relations; 
in appointing and supervising b~ardians and trua­
tees; in hearing and determining juvenile. divorce. 
annulment. and separation proceedings; in granting 
adoptions anj changes of name; in establishing , 
pater~dty; in legitimizing children; and in making 
orders and decrees pertaining to the support of 
relations • 
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P. The Territorial Court has no appellate jur­
isdiction. 

[4 t.I.C. 1175. 76] 
4.4 Judges (6) 

a. The Governor designate~ one of the judges 
of the court to serve as preliding judge over tbe 
two judicial divisions of the Territorial Court. 
He serves for such term as provided by law or rul.1 
of the court. There are no provisions for pre­
siding judges for the two judicial divilionl of tbe 
Territorial Court. 

b. Territorial Court judges must be meaberl in 
good standing of the Virgin Islandl Bar and lIult 
have practiced law for at least 5 years prior to 
nomination. At least 3 of the"5 yUl'I mUlt h .. ve 
been in the Virgin Islands. 

c. Territorial Court judges are appointed for 
6-year terms by the Governor with the advic~ and 
con9~nt of the legislature. 

[4 V.I.C. 5171. 72] 
4.5 Administration. 4 V.I.C. 191 creates the'Of­
'fice of Administrator of the Territorial Court. 

a. The presiding judge over the two judicial 
divisions of the Territorial Court may exercil. 
such authority as provided by law or by rules of 
the court. There are no provisions for preliding 
judges for the two judicial divisions of the Terri­
torial Court. 

b. The Administrative Director of the Terri­
torial Court. appointed by the presiding judge, bal 
a number of duties relating to the adminiltration 
of the court. inchlding the following: . collecting 
and compiling statistical data and other informa­
tion on the judicial work of the court and on the 
workload of other officers ,related to and lerving 
the court and pt~blishing periodic reports with r'l­
spect thereto; dividing the docket of calel and 
assigning cases among all judges of the court witb 
the advice and consent of the presiding judge; pre­
paring and submitting to the presiding judge budget 
estimates of appropriations necessary for the .ain­
tenance and operation of the court; and preparing 
and publishing Iln annual report on the work of the 
court and on the activities of the office of ad.in­
istrator. There are no provisions for adminiltra­
tors for the two judicial divisions of the Te~ri­
torial Court. 

c. The presiding judge of the Territorial Court 
appoints a clerk for the court who. with the ap­
proval of the court. appoints a chief deputy clerk 
for each judicial division and other necellary de­
puties and employees. There are no statutory pro­
visions for assigning administrative dutiel to the 
clerk. 

[4 V.I.C. 1171. 86. 93. 381] 
4.6 Rule-making. Practice and procedure in tbe 
Territorial Court are prescribed by rules adopted 
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Filgure 1 :Vlrglnl.lan~. courtsystem~ 1980 

nmTOIIAL CODal or TR!V1~IN ISWDS 
6 judi •• ' 

~ilg::~C!!~:"'. UIlder $50.000 (exduelve juriodictionhUllder ~500. 
Divorc. .lIl1ul_lIt •• dopU ..... vport. p.temlty •. c .n .. 0 11_. MlIII.lliatr.tion of •• t.t ...... rd1.n~h1p •. ,.nd tru.t.....' 

_ ~:!:inal c •••• with prieoli' i.ntence ulider5 yean (exclu.!~" 
~1!:iodicUon if .enClallc. no lIOn than 6 IIOlIthe. illpria ..... 
or fine not 1101'. th.n $100). !xclu~.1ve juri.diction 111 

violation. of police .• n.d, ... cuUve relU
l
•
tion

•• , •.•.... /1 
- Juvenile _tten. " 
No eppellate jUrlitdlcUon. 

I, 

/ 

f(,J, 

l:J 

" " fl_ 

\\ 

by tbe Dia.tric:t Court, including'tberederal Rulel 
of Civil Proc:edure andtbe r~deral1ul.'of' cfu.­
inal Proc:edure.Subject to the .pproval-of the 

'pistrict Court, the Territorial Court aay pr.~ 
scribe rule I for the conduct of, ltl ~udnel,s ,COIl­
ailtellt witb 'law and witb the rules prelcribed by 
the District Court. . 

(4 V.I.C. 5134. 83) 

State-Level AdminiitrAt'ion' 

5~0 There iI'noprovision for centraladiilin.btra­
tion becau!e tbe ju4i~ia~y of the Virgin lslanda 
is divided between feder~l and territorial courtl. 

i::' . 

Quali-Judicial Officar,1 
'. . ,~ 

• I) . 

6.0 There are.no provisionl forqui.~:"'judicial of-
ficerl for the Territorial Court.. '. 

Judicial Dilcipline 

7.1 Virain Illandl Coaaillion on Judidical Dilabil­
ities. The co_i .. ion on Judic.ial Di.abilities 
conlistl of, five .eaben, aUot' whoa 'ault be 
resident I oJE tbe Vir,in Illandl:and 'none of whoa 
m.y be lervi~ng i.n any capacity in any' court in the 
Virgin Illal,~dl except a. attor~ey.. ,The Governor 
of the Virgitn Illandl and the 'prelidt("t of the 
legillature\!eacn .ppointl, 2 ... ben for 4";year 
terml. The 1: Board of Governors' of the Virgin 11-

"landl BarA~,sociation appoint."qne of itl aeal!erl 
who h .. beerl actively en,a,ed iii'the',practiceof 
law ill the ,rirgin lI~and. for ~t: l.~lt. S of the 10 
years befor~1 hi. appointaent to the 9o..illion to 
serve a l-y~~.r tera.. . _.J'! 

(4 ~.I.C. 11652, 653) 
II 
'I t:) 
r­
'li 
II 
I: 
Ii 

o 

7.2 Authority and procedure fo~ lanction. The 
:vtrgin Islands cODIIDiuiollon, Ju'dicid Disabilitiel' 

haathe power to retire or reIROV4Il a jud'''s::.Cif tbe 
Territorial Court. The cOlDlRi.lion may undertake 
an inveltigationon its .Q"!}l bitiativeor upon coa­
plaint of any person. The c,*-illion a"y terainate 
tb'e inveatigaticn or order. bearing concerning the 
condu.ct or health of a judge. A hearing mUlt be 
held prior to ._king an 0.rderaU4Ilcting tbe tenure 
of a judge. .,S#ch beadngs are,c:onfidenticl. unle.11 
otberwile authorized by the jud,e whoae conduct or 
\lealth~. ,the' lubject of the proceed in,.. The 

.. Judge il entitled to 20daYI notice of cbargel. 
~~ae is adalit!:ed to tbe bearing~ is represented by 
coun.el, offers evidence in bili own \)ehalf, and 
c~nf~ontslflnd cro'l-exainel witne .. ea. The. coa­
m.llnon ~.~ subpOena powerl and aay or4er a Judge 
whOle helilth" is in iuue t'o lubait to a tledical 
eXUlination by a duly licenled phYlician deli,­
nated by the cOlDlRission. The commi.lion aUlt re­
port within 90 dayl,l after the conclu!ion of tbe 
.bearing findings of fact and •• ke a deteraination 
regerding the conduct or health of • judge who wal 
'tb~ lubjec~ of the hearing. Four a •• bere au.t 
concur in a removal or retirement order. The com­
miuion filee an appropriate order intheUDiitrict 
Court, giving notice on or before the date tbe 

." order il filed to tbe judge, tbe presidin, jud,e 
·of the Territorial Court, and the ~overnor of the 
Virgin Illandi. A judge aggrieved by a c01llliliion' 
order filed'with the ,I>iltrict Court aay witbin 20 
day. petition tbe District Court to review the 
order. The District Court reviews tbe proceedin,1 
givinS rile to tbe order and affirml tbeorder. 
reverses the orde.r, or' remandl the caule to the 

• co.-illion for furtber proceedin,l. ~te~ination 
by the Diltrict ·Courf is final and concl~live. 

(4.V.I.C~ 11651, 657, 658, 659) 
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Appendix A 

ff were co~sulted by the staff of the 
The following i.ndiv1duals and their s~a the accuracy and completeness of the data 

National Court Statistics Project concern ng fil f r their respective state included 
that appears in each t~ble and the narrative pro e 0 

in this report.· 

Alabama _ 
Allen L. Tapley 
Administrative Director of 

the Courts 

Alaska 
~ H. Snowden II 
Administrative Director. 

Alaska Court System 

Arizona 
Noel K. Dessaint 
Administrative Director of the 

Courts 

Arkansas 
James Guy Petty 
Executive Secr.etary. Arkansas 

Judicial Department 

California 
Ralph J. Gampell 
Administrative Director of the 

Courts and Secretary of the 
Judicial Council 

Colorado 
James D. Tooillao 
State Court Administrator. 

Judicial Department 

Connecticut 
Honorable. John A. SFI~z1ale 
Justice. Chief Court Administrator 

Delaware 
John R. Fisher 
Director. Administrative Office 

of the Courts 

Florida 
Donald D. Conn 
State Courts Admin.1strator 

Georgia 
Robert L. Doss 
Director. Administrative Offices 

of the Courts 

Hawaii 
~ Earl Cingcade 
Administrative Director of 

t he Courts () 

idahO 
Car'lF. Bianchi 
Administrative Director 

of the Courts' 

Illinois 
Honorable Roy O. Gulley 
Director. Administrative Office 

of the Courts 

Indiana 
Bruce A. Kotzan 
State Court Adm.inistrator 

Iowa 
William J. 0' Brien 
State Court Administrator 

Kansas 
Howard P. Schwartz 
Judicial Administrator 

Kentucky 
Charles D. Col,~ 
Director. Administrative 

Office of the Courts 

LouiSiana 
Eugene J .",' Murret 
Judicial Administrator 

Maine 
John P. Duffy , 
State Court Administrator 

Maryland 
William H. Adkins II 
State Court Administrator 

Massachusetts 
HonorablA. Arthur M. Mason 
Chief Ad;ini~trativ~ Justice 

of the Trial Court 

Michigan 
Einar Bohlin 
State Court Administrator 

Minnesota 
Laurence C ... 'Harmon " 
Sta~e Court Administrator 

~i ssj~!'l!£1!!. 
Honor~ble Martin R. McLendon 
Exec~~1ve Assistant 

°Mi~~ouri 
James M. Parkison 
State Courts Administrator 

Montana 
Michael Abley( , 
State Court Administrator 

, -If 
. II 

/: 
Ii 

II 
I, 
Ii 
II 

II 
"j! 

II" 
1/ 

/' 

II 
I[ 

, ' 

,~ , 

Nebraska 
Joseph C. Steele 
State Court Administrator 

Nevada c, 
iiii'rOIit' E. NeWpher 
Director. Administrative Office 

of the Courts ' 

New Hampshire 
Jeffrey W. Leidi nger 
Directoroof Administrative Services 

New Jersey 
Robert D. Lipscher 
Director.' Administrative 

Office of the Courts 

New Mexico 
Edward J. Baca 
Director. Administrative Office 

of the Courts 

New York 
Honorable He~bert B. Evans 
Chief Administrative Judge 

North Carolina 
Bert M. Montague " 

,Director. Administrative Office 
of the Courts 

North Dakota 
William G. Bohn 
State Court Administrator 

Ohio 
CoTt' H. Gilbert 
Administrative Director of the Courts 

Oklahoma 
Marvin C. Emerson 
Admlnlstrative Director of the Courts 

Oregon 
Honorable Loren D. Hicks 
State Court Administrator 

Pennsylvania 
Honorable Alexander Fo' Barbieri 
Court Ad~inistrator 

Rhode Island 
Walter J. Kane 
State Court Administrator 

South Carolina 
L. Edmund Atwater III 
Director. South Carolina , 

Court Administration--

p T rr. I I .LS ~ 

South Dakota 
Hark G. Geddes 
~tate Court Admlnistr~tor 

Tennessee 
Cletus W. McWilliams 
Executive Secretary 

Texas 
C. Raymond Judice 
Administrative Director of ,the Courts 

Utah 
iiciiard,V. Peay 
Court Administrator 

Vermont 
Michael K. Krell 
Coprt Administrator 

,
V:l2inia 
Ro" rt N. Baldwin 
E~ecutive Secretary 

Washington 
Howard Stanton Primer 
Ac!D!ini8trator for the Courts 

"West Virginia 
.. :Pa~l Crabtree 
Ad~nistrat!ve Director of the Courts 

Wisconsin 
J. Denb Mora!} 
Director of State Courts 

Wyoming 
Theodore J. Fetter' 
State Court Administrator 

American SSllloa 
Honorable Richard, I. Miyamoto 
Chief Justice. High Court of American Sa~oa 

District of Columbia 
Larry P. Polansky 
Executive Officer 

Guam 
RObert E. Leon G~errero 
Administrative Director of the Courts 

Puerto Rico !I 

Eul,Uo :A. Tox::tes 
Adm1n1istrat1v~ Director of the Court 

Virgin 'Islands, 0 

Honorable Vernl! A. Hodge 
Presiding Judge; 
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FOrll Approved: O.~.B. Mo. 043-S80004 

The State COurt Orsaai.atioa Survey is being conducted by the aatiOGaICourt Statistic. Project, .. project of the 
aatiOGaI Center for State COurt., in cooper.tion with st.tecourts aa represented by the Confereace of State Court 
Adainbtrator. (COSCA). '111rough this cooper.tive effort to develop. reli.ble reference "ource about our judici.l .y.t~.'J,:",the 
St!lte Court Org.niz.tion Sur:vey i. gathering d.t. Oil personnel, fin.nci.l. and org.niz.tion.l ch.r.cteri.tics of e.ch "~t.te'. 
judiCi.1 and .d .. in,illttative (ly.te.. ,~, 

;; 

'111ill reque.t is .uthorized by the JUlltice SYllte. Il1prove_nt Act of .1979 (P.L. 96-157. 93 St.t. 1167. 42 United Statell 
,,!od~ 3701). While yoI,' .re flot ,·Jllg.l;ly' req"i~ed" to respond. your cooperation is needed to -;te th!. result •. of thi~'~urvey 
: co~rehe!1l1iv~. ,.ccur.t:e.and:ti.ely. "'" " " . 

Bec.u.e the~copeo,f .the ,St.te' Court Org.niz.tion Survey i. very broad andl;he ruull;of this .tudY will be far, 
J::l!.ching •• c.ref~t ,expl.nation; ot".IIOM of the ,.re •• on t~ij'.tiOQn.ir.e t. providedbelpw:' 

--Ye.r of D.t.:lt is vi,tal th.tthe St.te Court Or~fni.zationsurvey collect aDd furtherdia.e.inate the IiDllt 
current d.t.. '111erefore., ,the ,r~fereillced.te' f9r this .urvey .nd our preferred d.te is J.nu.ry"I. 
1980. If th~ ~referred. d.te ts not:JulI'ed in'reporting the "requellted d.ta. plea.e footnote the d.t. 
you .re proV1dlLng .nd g1ve the ~~ on p.ge 13.' ' 

r.··· .. ·~·';,""'\ 
." -r-

"II :," . '. 

-Footnotell: 

--Co.p.r.bility: 

-"~x .. ple.: 
// 

,.i.:, 

--Di~~ct Current: 

--!ringe Benefits: 

if the IIp~~e provided in the que.tionn.ire do!!!s notallow you to ~dequ.tely de.cribe,your d.t. or 
to c~nt on the d.t •• ple.allefootnote :the p.rtic~l.r que.tion(at-art with A anli 'u"e alphabetical 
order) and pl~cc yourco..ent.~ cib •• ~referenced to the footnote. on page 13 of· the 
quelltionnaire. If add~tioll.l spacei. needed .. plea.e,u.e additional .heet •• 

It Imllt be re __ eredthat co.p.rability i. ~ UtpOJ::Uilt factor ·;in ·thl. .tudy. 
To Met ~hill need. p.1ea~ere_lIberthat,!I.talmlit be, (!~nS~.ten~thJ'ouahout ~he 
entire quelltionn.ire •. iI'11e,as~ .. intaiD, the ... d.te4.~ reference, the ..... nu_er.of court., and 
an.ver,ll i<!ueetion. accord ina to the directione provi'~:.!d.Any ~eviation.hould be clearly 
explained i~' your footnote.. . " 

Data that are printed on the fir~t linefo~ e.ch que.tion repre.~nt an ex .. ple 
of the data that .hou~d be placed ~'!f~5chceUo Diesedata.ar~ etrictly hy.,otheticd. 

~.' :;; 

Direc~ current ~xpenditure. incl~?fr~sai:ar~e.; "aiee.f'eee. aild 'c~isdon.; and purch •• e of 
iJuppI1e .... ter1ala. and contractual eerV1cee. 

(Contri.,ution. for Ellployee ~!!efite)--.AnY: ... 1""1: contdJ:tutiOoe to tJ.le federal Social Security 
prORr ... etate and local retire_Ill:< sY..t~. co.Mrcial or Imtad life in.urance plan •• workllen'. 
co.peniiition funds; and pre.iuiM p~id "fo~ h~afth. hoiJpita}. dieability. and other insurance 
pr~lr.... EJEClude paYllent ... de directly to iadi·lPiduala. and contributions _de by ellployee. to any 
of the above prolr .... · 
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--Capital Outl~: 

Paae ii 

The follovinl catelories ahould be included in your capital outlay 
expenditur~J data:, 0 

A. eo..atruc~iC!ll: ProdilcHon of fixed works an4 structure., and additio:"8, , replace.ente, and .. jar 
alterations thereto, undertaken by the _ployees of tlle IOverlUlent either on a 
contract baaia by private contractors or throu&h force account construc'tion. 
Inc1ud~/d are the plann~nl' and deailninl of specific projects; the gradinl, 
landscilping, and other site iaprovement; and the, provillion of equiPMnt and" 
facilitiea that are integral parts of ,the structure. 

C. Purchase of 
Lad .. 
Exiati ... 
Structurea: 

Purchaee and installation of apparatus, furnishings, office equipment, .otor 
vehicles,' and, the like having an expected life of .ore than·5 years. This 
includes both additionalequip.ent and replace~nt •• " Rentals for equipment, 
including rental payments that'.y·be credited o~ the Jiurchaee price if 
pUrchase options are e'xercised, are classified all direct current expenditure. 
EquiPMnt and facilities that ,are integral parts of conatructed or purchssed 
structures are classified respectively under construction (see A) or purchase 
of land and existing structures (see CJ. 

Purchaae of th,~se assets .. such, purchase of riglht ... of~ay, the cost of a 
title search, and.si.nar activities as.ociat!l!dwith purchasEi: transactions. 

We realize your time .is very li.ited and your schedule is very busy. It is of, the ut.ost iIlportance, however, that we 
receive your responae to this questionnaire within the nut three (3) weeks. Attached you will find a self-addressed, st.aaped 
envelope for your convenience to .. n your responae. If you viah 'to have another copy of this queationnaire, please telephone. 
and a copy will be .aH" to you. 

The data fr~ theae questionnair~s will be co.piled and published as the 1980 State Court Oraanization Survey. We . 
will send you ,the pu~li"~ed docu.ent .. soon as it bevanable. 

If you have any questions 'or desire clarification on any aspect of this questionnaire, please cailiobert Z •• tany or 
Joyce White at 804-253-2000. Thank you for your ti.e and cooperation. 
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PART 1: 

Court Type 
Within 

Level of Court 

/.J) v , 

COURT'PERSONNEl 

'" 

'~" . 

1. Authorized Judgeships 

Full-Time PaJ:t-Time 

Total Total Total Total 
lAuthorized Utilized Authorized Utilized 

1. How many full-time and part-time judge­
ships are authorized for courts of 
appellate, general, and special or 
limited jurisdiction in your state? 
(As of Janus,ry 1, 1980) 

E:x:amp Z e: ' District Couzot 241 23? 16 ? 

.. " 

. " 

P" 
'r, 

" 

, r 

~, ' 

Kote: Verify the _ of each 
type of court within each 
level of court. 

2. How IIIIlny full-tillK! and part-time 
retired judges served on courts of 
appellate, general, and special or 
li.ited jurisdiction in your state? 
(During calendar year 1979) 

Kote: Count eeh !retired judxe 
once in hi. or her pri­
IIIir7 _dped court. 

\ . 

Appellate: 

-
-
-
General: 

-
-
-
-
Special/Limited: 

-
- '" 

-
-
-
-
.., 

-
-
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2. Retired Judges 

Full-Time Part-Time 

Total Total Total Total 
Available Utilized Available Utilized 

? 3 2 0 

., 

" 
", 

" 
, 

~ " "'''-' 
" ""\ 

'~ 

'\ 

o 

\)' 

",\' 

, 
:, 

.1 
CJ ' 

.. ' 

.. 
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, 
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• ¢ 
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3A. In the columnll below pleaae indicate the maber of "fuU-tilE equivalent" (FTI) personnel in courts of laat reaort and 

VI 
~ 

'" 

in interlEdiate appellate courtll for each of the poaitio~a liated. (Aa oi January I, 1980) 

Rote: 1) Itetired .iudpa ahould DOt be counted or displayed for thia qauticia. 
2) Do DOt count AdlliaistriitI' .. Office of the Courta/JUllicial C'oaDc:il Staff; refer to Qaeatioa llalller 5. 
3) A· full-ti-. equi"alent is _ peraoa at 1001. two peraoua aI: 501. three penOlla at 33 1/31. etc. 

PTE FTE, 
Co_is- Court 

Court Type aionera Reporter', 
Within and Other (editon 

Level Total Quaai- of opin-
of FTE FTE Judicial ionll) 

Court Penonnel Judgea Penonnel 

E:r:ampz.~: Supl'eme 
44 7 0 a CoUrot .. 

Court(a) of 
Lalit Rellort: 

-
-

Intermediate 
~ppellate Court(II): 

-
-

TYPE or POSITION 

Judicial Support 

LeJl(al 

PTE 
Aaaigned to 
Individual 
.,JudJl(ea (not 
counted in 
central 
ataff) 

7 

'. 

Staff . FTI 
Other Court 

PTE E.,,10yeell* 
FTE Secretar- Paid by the 

~en.tral iea and Court (i.e., 
Staff Other bailiff, 

Clerical .. rabaU, 
Staff etc.) 

3 7 10 

.' 

'*Ple .. e Specify 'ryJI!I! of I'oai­
ticia of Other Court ..,Ia,eea: 

Office of the Clerk 

FTI FTI 
Clerk of Secret8\:'-
Court an.d iea and 
Profea- Other 
aional Clerical 
Staff Staff 

Z 6 

" 

k 

'(Queation No. 3 continued on next page) 
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(gueltion No. 3 continued) 

3B. In the colUl.s below please indicate the llIDiler of "full-ti_ equivalent" (F.TE) personnel in I!eneral, and in s~cial or 

, .. 

.-

li.ited jurisdiction courts for each of the positions listed. (AI of Ja~uary I, 1980) 

,;.: 

• 

Rote: 1) Retired .iudaes ebould IIOt be _ted 1ft" displayed for this quest f •• 
2) Do DOt count Ad.inistr~ye Office of the Courts/Judicial CauDeil Staff; refer to Question Ruaber 5. 
]) A full-the eqaiYaleat is GIll! person at 1001. two persone at 501. three persone at ]] 1/]1. etc. 

Court Type 
Within 
Level 

of 
Court 

E:camp1.e: District 
COW't 

General: 
-
-
-
Special/Li.ited: 
-
-
-----
-
-
-

/ 

"" 

.. 
n 

Total 
FTE 

!personnel 

51(' 

FTE 
Trial Court 
Adlliniatra- FTE 
tora and Court 

FTE Their Pro- Reporters 
Judges feuional 

Staff 

'10 1(' 44 

u· 

{, 

TYPE OF POSITION 

Judicial Support 

Legal Staff FTE 
Qther Court 

FTE Eaployees* 
Alsigned to FTE Paid by. th~ ... 
Individual FTE Secretar- Court (1.e.',· 
Judges (not Central iea and bailiff, pre-
counted in Staff Other trial/pro-
central Clerical bation aer-
staff) Staff vices, etc.) 

1'1 5 10(' 52 

. ., 

*Plc.se Specify 1)pe of Posi~ 
tion·of Other Court 1fIIployees:· 

, '.J 

" 

',~ • J. 

() ... ' ~: 

" .... ' .. 

I 

Page 3 

Office of the Clerk 

FTE FTE 
Clerk of Secretar-
Court(s) ies lI.nd 
and Pro- Other 
fesaional Clerical 
Staff Staff 

64 141 

,q 

\\ 

'. 

/' 
1/' 

\ 

, 

-



," 

t"" 
""J 

" 

:~ . 

, 
f I ~ ',,0\' 

o 

o 

; . 

n, 
'\.~f (l 

'0 

4. Please indicate the titles of officers, numer of 
officers, and courts served by co~iasion2rs, 
.asters, referees, registers. magistrates, registers 
of probate, and/or other types of qu~si-judicial 
officers (i.e., those who serve regularly in an 
authorized quasi-judicial capacity). (As of 
J&iiii4ry I, 1980) , 

Rote: If .. officer aerwea .,re th __ court 
type, count that iadiyidual oaly oace ia 
the e_rtof hia/her pl'D.ry ~aiiiiii!nt. 

'f 

\iourt 'Type'Within 
Level of ' Court 

&amrJ'Le: 'District CouJtt 

, Appellate: 

!knera1: 

Special/Li.ited: I) 

. 

title of 
Off.i,cer 

.' Number of ,Officers 

I? 

" ~,' 

" 

o 

-:;!..;, 
. ~.~;--~~,:.-- ':"'-"""'--' _. 

c' 

',': 

o 

o 

" 

'r," 

" 

• I., 



....:;.;.;:..:.".'j.~ 

,j' 

o 

, ,1 

/ 

• II~ 

" 

" 

" 

, ' 

'., .. , 

,"; ! 

, 

~'.!', 

" j . , J 

'- • . 
" 

" . 

."># 
. r,'~' 

" 

'.~ 

~ifc 
-"'\ 

:' :'~iL' 

" 

. , 

~' . 
-;;"1 

i 
" 

, 
.~ 

VI ..... 
'" 

~. 

\\ 

0, 

\7 
1IiclScl. 

(3 

PARI II: STATE-LEVEL AlltIHISTRATlVE OFFICES o. 
d JUDicW. COUWCIL 

(pleaae chec1l: boll, f~r which d.~a al;e liven.) .~" 

Pleaa,e live the nUllber off~n-H_ equivalent(rT!) profeadq1!al peraonnef ellployed by and vot1l:inl in YOUI' a.d.inbtrative 
office (aa of January I, 1980) in each of the follovinl typea OT"podtiona. (Do not include c:1erical/aecretarialataff.) , . '-; 

IIote: 1) Di8pl., pera_l ." perc.at of tme each epa",,_ ia nerj .io" t-tioa. I'or .... l~:, J, ft'I, ,.:of.ad~1 «*lId: db'ide hiaAitJ: 
foll_: .SO .eti.ti~al Call1pUatlaa •• 25 Inearch •• 10 nc"l_illK ...... 15 "'al.aHCIIi •.. ' " ., , ,j 

tille .. 
" 

. ,~.I 

'tf.,re thea _ per.on ,edema • faactioa, .... tqether the .. peat a , of their 'tille , .... diepl.,,, the .... bJthat ,Jui!actioa. 1'01' e .... le: 2) 
3 rn,..ofeadoaal. each pedorm .. atatietieill coapUation for.~5 of their t __ lei !equal .15.1IMaa •• 15 _lei lie placed ia ~e apace 
corre8poadiq to .t_i.ti~.l ~ .... il.tiqa. ~:'. . 

, " 
Profeasionala by Function . .. 

;!,! '. 0'_, ' ... "n 

P=H~~ ~,:!:r-,. 
Planning and Kind Info:''Wat ion Finance· and Education and I 

of ManageEnt ·Syete .. Court Sup?ort Budget Tr~ining Personnel 
.. 

,Liaison .: Research 
Activity Activities \; Activities Services Activities Activities Service~ :" 

,-.:' Activitie~ u Activit:ies (f ,. ,) )' " 

u .' ". 
_,SCA _" ihiperviilion ' __ Supervision _ Supervision _ Supervision __ Supervision __ Supervision __ SuPervision 
_lfDeJJuty SCA _Systeai, ..:..- Probation' _ Payroll __ Education _" Personnel _ Legialative, _ Statistical 

- analysis. coordination - Accounting _ Training eyst .. s ,c' executh'e, ,0 cOllpilation. 
F __ Prolr_ing _Court re- __ . Audit __ Library _Office public, ".and· _ JPC/plan-
~ --, 'CoaP!lter. porting _Budgeting _ Publicatione .. nage~nt" ' _dia infor- ging 
N operationa __ :TtUl court ~Purchaeing -- -- .. tion .' _ Res~.rch 

C _ Records acblinistra;;" - :"'-'.Ledalative _ Evaluation 
T .. naleMnt tor(m) "" ,lid.()~ , --;.Statiiltical 
I --For_ " __ . Court • coO~) __ Ellecutlve analysis 
0 'developaent ·dinat lon ,.,. lial .. on .' _Lela! 
N _"ieid _Other court .. '- servicea 
S . '( tefire.enta- aervicea , .. ~ Legisiative 

" tiveb) -:-- "acilities drafting :':"-' 

" - _nage_nt ---- " 

TOTAL ." 

Profeadonal __ Total _ Totai ~Total _Total _Total _Total , ~Tot.l ......:.. Total 
Staff: : .~. 

,\ --'-- ., 

" " '., " " ". • ,_~ 4' 

._1,<:>,',;.' 

; ., 

• » ~ 0 ,\." ~._" . ~: ... ' t , " ....... ,~ 

,,1 
" , 

!l" 
Q 

\~ 
'f\ 

" 0, 

" 
'0 

~I ... 
" Sl 

o r 
-('! 

" 
0 (I 
t, 

f.! 1', 

(\ 

.' o 
" Q 

,. , 

c 

, 

.... \\ . 
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i, 

" 

'. 

'. 

" I 

, . 

< .J". 

" 

,) 

/ 

'fuG, 
'''',,;0 

~ .. 

'/ 

,-,; .-'>; .',-~ r' ~ 
.: •• 1.> 

, ,. 

A. What" •• the total o~direet e~rrent ppeutinR'"expeniliturel 
for the IItate-level iIcIainiatrative oUiee for the lallt ~0Ir' 
pl,-ted filleal year? . Pleue inelude f!!deral funclll that ;.ere 
a :part of you~ ~it'eet curr:!nt operating eKpenditurell. . ,: . ~ . , , " .' , 

B. 

IIote: Direct carreat .tr.ti .. ~"'itare. iDeI",ed 
here __ ld lie .. l.riea ..... fee.; ,c-­
ai.d_. ,.tela .. e of IIiIpplie.~ _ted.l •• 
..... coiltreet .. l' Hnlcea;; Diniot-iili:lude-'-' 
capit.l aatlay Or tlllplOJ8l! frl.· ... Uta; 
.1.0 aee defiDitiaa.' at' the besiaaiasof' ~ 
qae.tia.aaire. . ' 

What wall the to~a1 eKpenditure for .ployee friuge benefits 
for the lltate-Ievel iIcIainistrilHve office for the 11_ . 
fl.eal year .11 u.ed ioQUe.tion "0. 6A? 

iIote: 'Plt; .. e ilicl ... etltefriase beeefit portion 
of ftieler.l fIDl., th.t wre • part: of 
dinctQlrreat operatiq ape· ... hare •• 

C,""'Wh~t .... the total expenditure f?i: the .tate.,.level adaiu­
i.tutive office for the l.n eo.pleted filleal ye.r? 

IIote: 1IIe tett.l upe8IIiture _aald inClude ,the 
co.~of F-atiaa of the .tate-lntil .. -
aiat.frat we Olfice _the COllt of .!!!!:" s;r IIIIIdlial.ter_ Ity the .tate-lne~ 

ai.trati.. office (the.eare 'defiaed 
i. aora 'detatl iDQae8tiaa 110. 1). 

If it ill not pollllible to .egreg.te the expenditure for 
.the .• t.te-l!!vel:.aiuiat.r.t~'I:~,o~fi,ce, ,froa .. "ftreg.te 
aaount eKpended for '.ev~':at ;ageniiie"'~' ple •• e .ive the 
aggreg.te aaount. 

" 
Q 

,',. ,"" 

. " 

"~/l'<:;"· 
f- ./ 

~,,;-/ 
j/ 

".1'" " 

(.. " 

II .. 
~. 

., 

... 

", .. 

,;,"" 

II 

----------.~----------"-,-----,-.'-' .~ .. ,~-.--,-. .-:.-----"--

(! 

," 

(.":.: 

1A.IO!:il.tC'ot' DIrect 
.. 'Current . 

IKpenditu~ei 

.... ___ .. ,l;. 

Frin~e lli!riefit ~ 
IXfJend iturell,' 

$ , 

,~"'!HT,.',,.,"','.' 
E:::J' >- • • 

'or Which period wa. th.t eKpended? 

FY .July 1. 1978 to June 30. 1979 

Cheek 
One 

ot, 
o 
o 
o or 

":Oet. 1.,1978to,8ept. 30. 1979 

.", « 

.Other . . to, 
{afJ<ec ... i .... fy-.) ............ .-..: ~----.-

1979 o 

Specify which agencies or .erVieellother tban 
~holle of, tlie .tite""level iidilinUt~.tive"offiee 
that were.covered by the exp<l!ncHture: 

() 

'l' 

.'a 

{) 

'. . 0 

.\ 

, 

'. , 

,"J ~ (l 

.' 

" 

; 



; 0 

r; -

/ 

" 

I .• .. 

" , 

J ( 
... 0'0' 

.'."'.:;-.-:. 

., 

, , 

-/0 

'.'-\:, 

'0 

" :'" 

":;'., " 

""f -::> 
" , 

o 
" 

~ 

~l!I~i.!MItl_I'l_!Il° __ • __ ej ... J:tI!llIOl""';"M",,",""''''''''''1I! ............. "'_H_il"'''''':lit:fl.ll!l~iliOlllll!it'''_ .... ~e.L ............ - ......... "' ... -------____ ..... :;.·t_ .... ___ .... _______ - ____ ""o"'<AMM"o ..... ~"'."'r_ ..... ,_ .... Ii ... jO ....... ""'1'I~p~U!IJMlilf~~!!_"._II!I°!oiI·!illI°_M.l!!! ... !'!llIl°·t!'!li'i°~*·!I!11'!4!~~!!!!l\!!J!fjl!!tT!\t .. !I!Q!IJltilill*l'!1~Il!fil~!!!·d'.'ollllJl,~~.@!!"W.'(il.!M' 

i,' 

'" 
Q 

7. °Please indicat:e the lIIource(s) of total expenditures (state,federalgovernJlll!nt/ and othed
o 

for the state-level administra­
tive office .f.or the lalit, cOllplet~ fiscal year and the relativecontTibution of each aourcll, to the total. 

Rate: Perceatase.dispia~ below 8bould corre.pond with 
actual ezpe~iture _t. reported in Que.tion Wo. 6. -- o 

>Jh· ... '." o. " .. n 

Total ~un~ing for St"te-Lev~l Administ'ilttive Office 
'. . 

[) Percent 
Operational and, Pilss-Through 

Fiscal COlllponents 
State 

" 
' . 

!!Eerstion of the State-Level Administrative' 
Office. " 

(State court administrator exerts routine % 
day-to-day operational control, e.g., 
fiscal and other staff personnel, facili-
tieslll4intenillice, equip_nt/supplies/ 
fOrllla. ) 

Pro,rama administered bl 
ldmlnistrative Offiee. 

the State-Level 

c 

(State court administrator acts as a % 
funding vehicle orpa.a-through for aup-
port funds, e.I., judicial .alaries, 

" 

educational/tt;aining, pretrial delay, 
special equi~nt grant., 114riagellent 
irifon..tion 5ystt!1lll.J 

1\ 

- ... . '""- ",0 .. 
<,-. 

1iV •• ctaal data. c If ctual data are Dot .aUable, plea •• 
liYe eati.ate. ao4 a~~if1 which fiKUr.a are eatL.ates. 

(J 

,!. 

(~.:·\1,,; ":' 

,.0 

. ~-' 

0' 

L\ ~\ \' " 

.' 

0; 

u 

, . 

of Expenditure Coni:'ributed 

'Fe~eral Other 
,Government (specify)** 

~, ; 

% % 

0" 

0 

% % 
0 

' .. 

by*: 

Total 
" 

" 

100% 

:::1, 

,100% 

J 

Page 7 •• 

' • .1, 
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'~ 
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8A. Which of the following functions does the state­
level administrative office actually PERFO~? 
Check appropriate boxes below. ' 

1. 0 Make!! appearances before legililative cOIIDitteell dealing 
with cour~-related legislation. 

2. 0 Obtains sponsors for iegislation'rela!:irig to courts. 

l. 0 Represents the judiciary before agencies of the executive 
b"ranch. 

4. 0 Hakes reco_nclations to the Court of Last Rellort with 
rellpect to the creation or dillllolution of judgellhiplI. 

S. 0 Makes reco_ndatioRII to the Courtof,Lallt.Rellort with 
rellpect to the assignment of judge •• 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

o Nominatell trial court admnistrators for lIelection by 
trial courtll. 

III responsible for records management systems. 

Is responsible for managing data procellsing. 

Is responsible for forms design. 

Is responsible for .. naging information syatems. 

11. 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

II Establishes recorda forauto.ated admnistrative jy.t~"'. 

12. 

13. ,0 

Is reaponllible for budlletinll finiincial requirellentll of 
atate inforwation syste ... 

'Is reaponaib,le for atatewideinventory control of 
facilities/equiPllent. 

\ F ,-

.,.' 

'I 

\ " 

, ' 

,. 

; ... / ii" 

)1 

(J 

", .. 

8B. For which court levels does the state-level administrative 
office perfonn this fun~tion? Check appropriate boxes in 
the column(s) belo~. HIA - Hot applicable. 

Page 8 

Ail 
Courts 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
lilA 

o 
o 
o 
o 
[J 

o 
o 

Court(s) 
of Lalit 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
H/A 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
a 
o 

,~'~" ,,1 ,', 

Intermediate 
Appellate 

Court(s) of Court(lI) of Special 

Court (II) _~. __ _ 
Genet41 or Limited 

J.urilldii:.t.ion~~ Jurilldiction.~ ., 

,:.\\01' 

t ... , 

o 
o 
o 
o 
,0 

H/A 

o 
o 
o 
o 
.(] 

o 
o 

~,' 

i 

r~ 

>~;,::~ 

I. 
.j'~+< 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

. , 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

1\ f' 
. "' .. : . 

~ 
1'(., (, 

(' 

" \;; 
(). 

, ,', 

" 

" " , 

" . ' 



. " 

" 

\. 
" 

,! 

I 
, . 

>I, 
;-1 ",'" 

, 
>, 

" '/',' ','. 

,..~'. -

~ ... II " 'Ot 

,.0 .~' , .... I tl 

" ' 

1 I 
, . '. 

'", 

~~~~~~~.M:~~~~"~:~~~~ja _____ .~. ___ '_. __ ~~~,~ ____ ~ __ ...... __ ... __ ~~~~ _______ .~ .. ~ __ -=~~~,~~~~~~.~~~~~~~t~~~7~~~~~'~~~~~~~ 

8A. (Continued) 
Which of the following function. doe. the .tate-' 
level ad-mnistrative office actually PlIPORK? 
Check appropriate boxes below; 

23~ 0 Conducts audit of judicial expenditure •• 

24. 0 Requires accounting "~til budget report, frOtll the courts. 

25. 0 Approve. requisi.t,ions for capital equipllent/construction. 

26. 0 Deteraines co.pensation for nonjudicial court per.onnel. 
,), 

27. 0 Establishes qualification. for nonjudicial ~ourt personnel. 

28. 0 I~ responsible for judicial training pro~ ... and .e.inar •• 

0, 29. Is reepon.ible for nonjudicialtraininR progr ... and 
._inan. 

30. 0 Is reeponaible for .. naginl .tate 1 .. librarie •• 

31. 0 Auiet. coutth) in ell;erciee ot itl rule-.kiq function. 

32. o Die._inate. intoruticm oil cOurt Operation. to the _dia 
and publi~. 

33.: D Di •• _inate. info~"tion on court deci.ion. to the_dia 
and public. 

34. 0 Ie re.ponlible for court planoinl,and araat .. na~nt. 
35. 0 Collect./analyae./pubii.he. court ca.elollCl .tatiltica. 

36. 0 lequirea caaelollCl, report a :'fi'_ the courta. 

37. 0 Collectl atatildca on ex,.~iture., d atate., 

'" , , , \ 

.-

Page 10 
8B. (Continued) 

Al~ 
COurts 

CI 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
CJ 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

POI' which court levell doe. the .tate,-level IICI-mnistrative 
office perfora thi. function? Check appropriate boKe. in 
the col_h) below. 

Courtb) 
of La.t 
Re.ort 

o 
0' 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

CJ 
o 
o 
o 

Inter.ediate 
ApP4!Uate 

Court(s) 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0, 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0, 
0' 

Court(.) of Special 
or LitUt,ed 

Juri.diction 

Courth> of 
General 

Jurisdiction • 

D 
o 
0' 
o 
o 
O· 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
'0 
'0 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
tJ. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

. ~, 

• 
/' 

" 

"1 

.\: 

" 

,; 

" , 

,'\ 

, 
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.. 

, 
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',- ,. 

. ' 

.' , 

o 

" 

.'" 

: -
-/!" 

<, 

,":"'" 

SA. (Continued) 

14. 

IS. 

16. 

17. 

IS. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22 • 

I 

Which of the follovins functions does the nat"!­
level .d.inistrative office actually PlRPOIK7 
Check appropriate boxes belovo 

Provides secretariat services to: 

Judicial Council. 

Judicial RoainatinK C~ssion. 

3udicial Disciplinary ~ssion. 

Judicial Temure co..ission. 

Judicial eo.pensation ~ssion. 

o a) 

Db) 

o c) 

EJ d) 

De) 

o 
o 
eJ 

f} Other, (Specify: ____ ..... ________ "'--_). 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Researches court orsanbation and function. 

Supplies reports and docUMnta to the leKialature .. 
required. 

.Provides technical .. sistance to court jurisdictions. 

H.nllses physical facilities for courts. 

Superviaea probation aervices. 

Supervises court reporter servicea. 

Is responsible for eanasinK indisent defenae. 

Preparea budKet for au_iasion to.·-'the Court of Laat 
'Reaort. 
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CJ 

R'A 

[J 

CJ 
CJ 
o 
o 

(Continued) Pase 9 

POI' which court levela doea the atate-Ievel ad.iniatrative 
office perfor. thia ~unction7 Check: appropriate boxes in 
the colu.n(s) belovo MIA· Rot applicable. 

Court(s) 
of Laat 
Reaort 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

R'A 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

. 

Inte~diate 
Appellate 
Court (a) 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
p 
o 
o 

,,1 , ... 
,', Ii 

Court(a) of 
General 

Jurisdiction 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
O. 
o 

/) 

Court(s) of Special 
or Lmitl!ld 

Jurisdiction 

o 
o 
o 
o 
0' 
o 
o 
0' 
o 
tJ 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

. ' 

, , 

" 

.,' 

IS 

o 
\ 

.' 

() 

\ 
., 

\1 ." 
, 
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Pal' 11 

9A. Which of the foli_ina accurat.l" de.crib •• the relation.hip between th •• tate judicial andex.cutiv. branch •• r.l.vant to fi.cal 
adllinhtntion? CIIBCIt APPROPRIATE lOBS. 

1. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

" 

Judicial branch ha. o lUdted 0 total .thority for .tatewide judicial fheal ad.inhtratio,n. 

Judicial branch o •• t. il:8 owa 0 fo11on the _otl .. k..d.'. fhcal ad.inhti-adve procedure.; if it .et. ita own. 
" 

they are o .iailar to, 0 diff.lieu &a. tho.e of "the executive branch. 

Judicial branch o .• t. it. _ 0 follon the elIIKuti". bra.cla '. 0 u.a iadepeadeat .tate-l-..l apllCY or _nice bur •• 
\:.,.\ 

__ ti_. .... leli_tati".) purcha.ing procedur •• ; if it .et. it~ awn. they ar. 

ti.J.e ,of the executive b~.nch. 
" 

Doe. the judici.l~ branch proce •• aU .. jor (.ar. than $5.'000: :01' ·$~ ___ )'jlurch •• es throuRh the .tate purch.aing officea' 

o 1'BS 0 RO If ye •• it doe •• 0 Q .-atOrUyO·yOtuat':Uy. 

Judicial branclt 

Judicial branch 

Judicial bn. .. ch 

, \ 

.' 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

inventor" conti'Ol a"ate. and.procedure.~ 

.. intaiaa ita 0Hn pa"roll and per.onn~l record. and procedure •• 

uaea' executive branch'. pa"roll proc.4ur •• ·• but _intaina ita own pa"roll and"araonnel record •• 

-
u.~'a ... cutiv. branch'. pa"roll prOcedure. and 'peraonn.l .".t ... 

U •• II ind.pendent .tate-l.v.l ... ncy 'or.e"ice bureau that .er\Sce. aU branches (juclicial •••• cutive. 
and l'li.lative). 

o .. intain. ita own accountins .".I:ea •. ' 

o u.e. ex.cuti". branch'. acc~~ntin~~,.,..t ... but i. not ,ub.iect to ••• cutiY. eontroi. -.if prcicilldur ••• 

o ,hu. ,accountin8 .".t .. that i. iil:;Krated vit,,· an'lIXecutfjre ."st .... 
"f;' 

. ' 

",y, 

/' 
rt./'. ' 

'D 

,~ C' 'I .• , f), 

0, 

o 

o 

0.,,, 

o 

(; 

tJ 

',- ,() 

t, 

.Q. • 
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~, 

Pase 12 

91. Which of the follovins accurately "deacribea the relationahip a.ons the atate judicial. executive. and lesialative branc~ea relevant 
to fiacal ad.ini.tration1 CRICK APPROPRIATE BOIES. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Execut~ve branch .at approve trander Cif fundaaeroaa budset catellorleill. 

Executive branch .at approve aU payable vouchen. DusD. 
Executive branch •• t approve o ,aU purchaaea. 

Executive branch 

Executive branch 

o 
D 

D aU purch .. ea above $ ___ _ 

D tloea not" approve porchllluie. 

perf_D ,re.cri ... 

;erf- D ,re.cribe. 

pre-audit procedurea. 

'I 
, interi~al"audit procedure •• 

" 

Lelislativebranch perfor.. poat-audit of judiciary. DtuD., 

D US 0, .. 110 

State budset atatutea treat judiCial branch the .... a. "one of _ny" executive branch .encie.~' ODS 

", 

State' budset statutea treat judicial' branch bUdset .eparately and co-equal ,to executive branch budset. 

State budset atatutea treat Judicial branch budset separately and not equal t~ ~xecutive braiich budset. 
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CHECKLIST FOR REVIEWING STATE NARRATIVE 'PROFILES 
,~:,. 

..' ".' ( 
. ' Wh~n :Teviewing the. prQfi.le of yQ.ur sta,te IS' COUrtllystem. plelise make 
changes aild 'ad4itlons directly .on, the profile. Hake certa,inthe profile 
display*~ntorMationt~at'is' cl.!rrent,<!2!Q) and give,particullir attention to 
the ;follo1iiClg lireas:' " , , ' 

1. .STATE-LEVEL ADHINISTRATlVE OFFiCE ORGANIZATION' CHART 

2. 

, . 
:.,lease enc(os~ ,,,: chart displaying y~uz: current state-level 
'Adlljinistrative Offi;ce' struc,tu!:,e.· J., hypothetii;al example is 
;attached (Exlll!lple A).:, If a published version is not available, 
pleas~ .attach . a Ciraft' copy.' ,; 

,COUR~ SYSTEH.ADKINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE' CHART 

'-­.' , 

Pl~as~ e~cl,oseli di.agram, re.flecd,ng ';our cfirre'nt court';system 
adll,linistrative org~nizatio~. Attached is. 'hypothetical example 
'(Example B)'.Hakecertain tllat .the entire, administrative 
:str6cture fs displayed. . 

." '. } > 

3. .COURTSYSTEH ORGANIZATIONAL CHART. Plea,se upaate (with 1980 
inf0rjnation)theatta~hed 1977 judicililorganizationchart. 

~ Are- the names ;"0£""; ttte e8urt;. a~cu'rate as sh~wn? I~ 
;;.;.,,~,;"re,thex:~,:,,~~~· cOQrt;'s in,exilltence, that; lire ,notl.Clcll,ldi!d on the 

ch.rt1 ' 

.--' , , .-.-' 
Are there courts 01\ t"e chart i:hatare no longer ;in existence? 
hthe jurisdictioII:' listed for each cQurt correct' and.compl~te? 
. \, • . ';' +' . 

~ '. 
4. ,PROFILE., pie'as~ refer to' ~he attached outHne to locate the sect,ions 

to;be checked: .' 

·a. 

b. 

c. 

,d. 

,e. 

(~. " 

Court terms. Section" 1.1, 2.,1, 3 •. 1, and 4. i 
__ Is informatioCl·ci?ncerning the number of terms and length of 

~ermspresent for all courts? 

Geographical jurisdiction. i Sections 2.2, 3.2, and'4.2 
~n all, courts ;except the cOl.!rtof ljaitresor.t. the geographic 
Jurisciic~ion (If the court ~hould be include4 in the section 
on prganizati.;n. " 

Specialized divisi:ons. ~ec'tions 3.2 ~nd4.2. 
__ Ar~ th,ere anY:I'specialized, divisions 0,£ the court that lite not 
. . n!l!enfio~e~? . / 'j ",' 0 

Jurisd'iction. Se,ltions 3.4', 4.4 _ , 
_. _'. IJas' juveqile' jl,lr1sdiction been' adequately cO'vered? 

• C j :" , 

Judges. Sections 1.4. 2.4,,3.4, 4.4 
Chefk 'the number oCjudl~s for' 'all courts. ~his shoul!! be 
the numb~r of judges"authorized.· ; 

_ In the genetal jurisdiction section (Section,;). 4. a>. there 
sho~ld \)~ a: stat~mentth.t Ind.icat~l'whether ~or not there is 
ac~i~f jUc1$e overall ,t1!e 4is~richo,r circ~its in tlle:t;ftate 
a,s ~eU ~~la statement cQncern1ni ~hether or' not there l.S a 
presidingji,sdge for,each#.tr.ictor c.ircuiti Please check 
to make certain we have-interpt-etedthis situation correiFtly 
for yourstilte~This distinctiiOi)sh~$i}lda1so .be IIIlIde in' tile 
.ection on the' administr.itive. ,duties (if' the "chi.e~ jUdie and 

;' . presiding judges :(Section3~ S.a). (The areas served' by the ' 
}""~h'i~f"~"age. ari!ipred:ding judgeBlh'~uldb.'~· iD.a'~ el"ear for all 

¢,outt8~ .~\ -: '"l 

'\\i 
r 11 , 

(OVEIO 
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.,.- -. 

..•.. 
-" 

,,(i 

s. 

6. 

f. 

h. 

i. 

'. 

:;,. 

i: 

,Ii 

If the J'u.tic. e. and "d ~u _I~. are elected, i. th~ election! 
proce .. adequately de.C,iubed? ·'(St!ction. 1.4.c, 2.4.c.~.4.c. 
a.nd 4.4.c)" . ," " 

·Pl.a,e 1.' Cl4 .. icate.' '''i"f .. 1 the" .e-·.le··c·· .. ,~'o· n ' .. , 
.... 11 a retelu;jon dectio'n 

h.14, after ,the v~ca"cjh.s 'been filled by, lubern~torial 
,app0l.ntment. ':,. . 

. ..,..... Xf, n.w justice.sare ~lect~ci;' h·'ther .. a pr~ .. ry~ 
Acla1nhtrativesectionl. ~.ctions 1~5 2 5 3· 5 . c4 '4S Plea.e·· 
ch.c~the duties liated for chiel', d ~ . ~ • '.' .' an • , , 
~l.rka ... nd~?,d ,all:1 admin.:i.at1:..:at iv.'.e, ~~'f:p·.lrvad1' m,01rny1·dtur·t1~.o.r·t'haatt~d 
not ~ppea;r. - ",",' "" ., '., do 

--- !~ t~.,~n.ra~ jurhdd:i.c:t:i.o~ !le~ti~ia (SectioCl 3.S.b). a 
. 1.~1~ct:lOn should-., ... de alto "hether thet '1' . . 4dm1nl..trat·· .... : . :' ." " .• . . 1:'1a COurt 

th.!lta~ •. o;\;e!::~:r::~i!~~~·~:~:~nc~:~Oit:i!::i~.,i~ 
cou~t. adm1q:l.trator~ The dut~J.· ~or: each t . of . na ; 
ad.m~nutra .. tor ahould be li.t--d . <.T·h .YPII. . ..' ,.' ... "". • ar.a .erved by eve " 
type of adml.,nutrator .hq~ld be clea:r fQr aU courts.) ry .~ . 

Ploa!. Cladfy wb,et~er .!:hec(e.rk of~i:I~rt supetvia~. or ' 
~ar:x"louFthe dutl.e.,t~~t are l:i.st'd, .ome of which appear 

.: 0 .• c erl.cal. <Chuff forall,co.,arj:I.) . 

.":0£ shte-le.JeladiDinb. tr.ativeofIice; Se' t" '. . , .. . • c 10n S.2 
"".,..,~: ,I.tl)e . name Shown th. ex_,' bt n ••. · .. 'df the O. f. fice . 
_ Pl ... e.upply· theauthoruati '( '.. . .. ;, 1n yout: .tate? 

.. con.titutional . '. .... . .. A:ln ,~1te SPeCl.fl.c Itatute. 
":i " . (.pr9Vl.S10n,~ ;I'r COI,l1:'t 1"1,Ile) for the office if i.t .. · 
" . ~l!IlIUItI Section ':5.2.a). ' .. ..., 

'Dii4ici:or. . section. S.i:b ' , 
~:, ,Ia the title shewn t6~ exact title oJ the .dJl\iniatr~tClr1 
~" 'Ple.) .. lupply the, a,:,tho~h .. tion <Clt:e .tAtute. 'con.ti'tutio' , 

,.tc.for the poutl.on 1f it b /lIb.i.lnl (Sect1·on ",. S.2.b. [l) .. 
Offi'ce Oraanization. ~e!;tion S.2.c . 

Have .upport servi~,s ~.enade~uat~i')' expl.i~ed? 
GEN!IAL. Th. entire protH. ihbu.ld .be 'h'" '. . , c eckeeifot: the. folio~lnl: 
a. Accuracy of 'material 

-.:... la. tlie inform.Ho'n b t ) aOIi Courts in YO\lr .ta,ti!: accurat. d 
co~plete accordion. to the outline? an 

b. Citation.; 

Aretlieocitatio'n. ac:curai:d ,. 0 

Ar. titles of docu.ntil :orp"ortio~.: o .. 'f.,,~itl •• ' .• xpre ••..•. d correctly? . ..,. \:1 . , 

j) 

to addr ... 
inforzaation to 

l\~ 

n 0,' 

'j 

() 

.\:.,. 

:, 

,:~~~ ' .. "'" -,. 
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EXAIflE A; STATE-LEVEL AIIIINISTMIIYEOFFICE OF TIlE f.WRTS (IftPOTIllIUL' EXMfLE) . 

; 

I 
Court Support 

Senlc •• Officer 

-'robatlOft -'~~ 
-C01Irt "port-

inl 
-Trial Court 

Adatnt.tr.· 
tor.' 

" 

I 
flnanc •• nol 

'udlet Off lc.r 

~,.,rol1 , 
-AcCOllfttiq 
-Audit 
........ I·Unl 
",;'~rche.111l 

seA I 

.~pu~~ 1 

I 
Iduc.Uon 'er_nel 

iuuI Tralnl.,. Officer 
Officer 

-l!!cIuc.t11ft1 
-Tulnlnl 

IIot.1 In _nar .tat ..... nal f_tl_ 
... , lie ~ ..... vltllta _ ,.r_. 
""r ... , or .• , .. t lie II .... t,. 
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Public ....... 18 In­
rem_tlem .'" 

-Lalla_aUwe L'lal_ 

~ ... 

"I'i ". 

Q '. 

,) 

1 
.bllllllll 

........... rch 
OfUcer CJ 

-St.tlai:.lca- ' 
--Jrc/.bnnlll 
-Ie •• arch 

f: 

'.t' ~i. 
~ , .... ~. 

,Ii-" 

--.".' 

;, . 

~" 

I;· 

.' 

". 

•. -Y," 
'\ .'" 

'" 

.< 

.~" 

, 
c 

", 

,'" 

{; 

;,; 

-

. r 

,. 

,"' 

\ 
\ 

II 
, 

" 



i~ • 

I ,-

T, 

, 

;' 

,- , 
" 

\ 
.'\ 
. '~ , 

-, ~ 

~R, 

, f~ 
\;-
'", 

/ 

" 

:,.-, )000_ 

.. ;~. 

," ,.' / 

. , 

f I ,'~, 

; .\, 

\ 

\ .. 
r , 

" 

/ ,.;;. 
, (;i.1 

If 
/ , 

II f 't' 
\\ 

., , \1, ., 
.' 

" 

'.", 

o 

I 
',. 

, . 
'. ,' . 

'J ~" 

'" 

~"; 

f,[ 

,'~, 

I, 

, . 

,', 

I 

U'. 

. , 

. -' 

'~, 

: .•.. ,! ..... 

...... l .. 

State CQurt Organization Verification Table:Sta~e of: " _________ _ 

Table 1: Justices 'Of cOurts of last re~'Ort--n.-e of court. ~her 'Of, aat~rized jIIst1ces, ten. aocl salaEy. 

Name of ~ourt 
Number of 

authoriZed 
justices 

Method of selection 
of justices 

(other than Chief Justice) 
Term 

of justices 

Salary of 
justices (other 

than Chief Justice) 

Ta",le 2: atief Justices 'Of courts 'Of last resort~-titleJ _thod 'Of selecti'On, teJ:ll, and sllIarf. 

,Titl,e Method of selection Term as Chief 
, Justice 

Salary 

Tahle 3: .Iud.s of intemediate appellate courts--nalle 'Of c~rt, _bel' of court districts, _ber of 
authorized justices, tera, and salary. 

Name of court 
Number 

'of court 
districts 

Number of 
authorized 

judges 

Method 
of 

Selection 
Terms Salary 

Table 4: Judges 'Of Courts of poeral jurisdictiou--ua.e of court, _berof courts. _bel' of 'authorized 
judps. ten. and salary. 

Name of cOl,lrt 
Number 

of 
c~urts 

Number of 
authorized 

justices 

Number 
of 

,Counties, 
Terms Salary 

Tahlta S: Judps Of courts of lialted or special jur1;sdictiou--n.-e' 'Of court, _ber 'Of courts. maber 'Of 
authorized judpa, ten, and .alary. ' 

Name of cou1;'t 
Number 

of 
courts 

Number of 
authorized 

justicell 

531 

, 
Terms 

(in years) 
Salary 

" ,%;' ~>~ __ """:"-_-""''"7'--~;-;----~---;-'-c---;:r--''',-' 

" ,'" 

, '. 
---:.-~'-.~~-~~~~~'~' ~,~.~,,-(., ~"< •• 

, 
.\ 

44'1"! SMt!l; , 
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Table 16: Juriecliction of trial cOl~rtecl~. tuaber. and pograpbic boundariell ·of court.; n .. be'r 

of jUdpII; and areallof lIubstantive jUrisdicticm. ' ' 

S~bstantive ju~lsdiction 

Civil 
~g 

~ ~ Criminal Appellate 
...t § d 
~ co ::I 
co 0 o s:: 

r-i .... EI d ~ 0 "" Q) co 0 

"" 
...t ...t '...t g ;. <h- .~ " <h- ~ 

() ...t () () C\I 
...t () 

<.J~ §~ 
Q) 

Q) ~ ~ m ~ 'II) "" S II) r-i co QI 'Ri:! 0 'l:S' ~ ~ 21 ~ ..c:: s::'tl r-i (I) 

Traffic' Juvenile II) ~ .... ::I ~.;; QI ...t ...t 
101 g ~ 0 :E"M ~ :E tJ 

'table 17: Jurisdiction O'ger appeals in trial courts. 

Type of appeal and court of origin 
Coutts,of 

general 
jurisdiction Pe novo 0 

De novo on record On 
,-, 

',-,' 

Table 6: Qualifications of appellate julltices and judge •• 

Note: This ~ab1e lists only qualifications required by constitution, statute, or court rule. 

U.S. 
citizenship 

Law 
degree 

Admitted 
to state 

bar 

~ab1e 7: QuaUficatioDII 'of general' jUri(!Cl1ction jUd~s. 

Hi nilllUli! 
residence in 

State District 
Minimum 

age 

NOTE: 'ntis table lists only qualifications required h)' constitution, statute, or court' rule." 

Table B: 

NOTE: 

u.S. 
citizenship (I 

Law 
degree 

Admitted 
to state 

bar 

Minimum 
residence in 

State District 

C:~": ", . 
~lifidtioDII"ofjU~1l'!1I Qf l1.iIited and apec:U1 jUriecliction Courtll. 

Minimum 
age 

This table lists only qualifications required by constitution, statute, or court r~e. 

U.S'. 
citizenship, 

Law 
degree 

Admitted 
to state 

bar 

532 

Minim.um 
, residence <in 

State District; 

, . 

Minimum ,', 
age 

". ;.'., 

r-i 

~ b' ...t 

~ 
, s:: 

QI 

"" coo 
tJ ..: 

," 

record 

Year~ 
, of legal 
experienrIe 

Years 
of legal 

experience, 

. ;~, '''' , 

¥ears 
of legal 

experience 

" 

". 
1 

_r
t 1111 . a; u,," 

, . 
" 'i ... ", .... ~illl-,,*.nlu;'IiI.Ugn.'_:" 

, ~ 1 

" '\ 

T~ble,;10: Jwlic1a1 lIelection. \ 
{)., 

'" ,,' 
I,,:. " 0 

Method of initial Sfl1ectioil' " 

State ',' P\l~~~~;" or e1e~tlon other ;oJ', 
, Appointment 

juriSdiction' " . 7 
" 
. 

" 
by courl: Jly 

" 
Method ot 

legislature , fil1:1,Jlg 

Parttlll!n ' 
Non- or IIllnicipal By By ,. interim 

" partisan ~r:!.t judicial " body judge ' ,", , 

" eXecu,tive plan vacancies , 
" 

" -

,-
.. : 

\), 

\, 'I 
tJ, Plan'used 

Legal Year· for appointments Number 
Type of re'eention 

base of estalr of !) elet;.tiol). 
Flan lished Initial Interim ri0mi:~n~es On ( record Partisan Nonpartisan 

,- '. " Ifi,;,;' , 
'\~ " . h \\ 

.NOTE: '" The qualifications liated bel6w sr' th i d e ose requre by constitutional, statute,' ", or court rule. 
Qualifications for state court 

r?~ r '~':..~~p 
administrator 

"' Ptior 
Ed\ication exp!!rience 

", Administrators' 
Appointing authority annual salary 

(ii's' 

Table 29: Judicial councils and conferences. 

Name Authority Purpose 

() 

Table! IB:. 

NOTE: 

IIIployeea o~appelUte cciur~III' 

All figures r~present full~time employees or fu1l';;'time equi I va ents. 
(' Judicial "" 

c~, 
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Glollny 

Te'Cllls defined below are used in this docullent 
to describe cou.rt ellployees and types of courts. ' 
Mor~ extensiv~ definitions of the tet'ms started (*) 
below and definitions of case load te'CIIIs lIay be 
found in t.he State . Court Model Statistical Diction­
.!!l.. c01llpi1.ed by the National 'Court Statistics Pro­
iect (NCSP). National Center for State Coutts and 
the Confet'ence of State Court Adllinistrators--NCSP 

* Appellate Court - A court. the prillat'Y function 
of which is to review iudgments of trial 
courts and'adllinistrative allenci!!s (or 
in the case of a court of .last resort, 
also to review decisions of an intet'med­
iat~ appellate court. 

* Court - A unit of the iudicial branch of II0V­

et'naent, authorized or established by 
construction or statute. which has the 
lellal authority to decide cases or con­
troversies broullht before it. 

* Court of General Jurisdiction - A trial court 
that has orillinal iurisdiction over all 
subiect lIattet or persons within its lIeo-
IIraphical lillits except those that may 
be assillned by law to a lillited ot' spec­
ial iurisdiction court. 

* Court of Last Resort - An appellate court that 
has final iurisdiction over appeals with­
in the state. 

* Court of Limited or Special J\lrisdiction - A 
tt'ial court that' has le~al iut'isdiction 
over only the specific subiect.llatter or 
persuns assigned by law or statute to 
that court. 

Court System - A iudicial allency established or 
authorized by constitutional or statutot'Y 
law. A court systell lIay consist of a 
single court or a IIrouP of two or more 
courts. 

--'-.~:':""'""'-~~-

CoIDIDittee. Fundinll for the development of t;he 
dictionat'Y and its subsequent pub1i!!ation in July., 
1980. was provided by' the Bureau of Justice Statis­
tics. U.S. Department of Justice. Othet' defini­
tions were modified frOID definitions contained in 
the National Survey of Coutt Ot'sanization. ~roduced 
by the Law Enforcement Assistance Adllinistration 
in 1973. 

Full-time Equivalent (FTE) - The total nUIDber 
of eIDployees workinll full-time that wpuld 
be needed to acc01llplish the a1DOunt of ' 
work that is done. ThJs fillure is calcu­
lated by dividing the'~otal nlilDber of 
hours worked by all eIDployees durinll th~ 
year by the nUIDber of hours in the stan­
dard agency work year. Thi. definition 
is not related to othet definitions of 
FTE that at'e ba~ed on the portion of the 
averalle full-time allency salary paid to 
each ellployee. 

* Inte'Clllediate Appellate Court - An appellate 
court that heat'S app~a1s frolll'tt-iaO 
courts'and adllinistrative allencies as 
specified by s·tate law or at the discre­
tion of the court of last resort. 

Judicial District or Circuit - One of the geo­
~raphie areas into ~ieh a state is co~ 
monly divided for iudicial purposes. It 
1IIAY include part Ot' aU o.f one. two or 
1I0re counties havi~ separate court 
locations andpt:esided ove,r by the sa!",! 
iudlle or iud_es.· 

State Court - A court eatabliahed or authorized 
undet the conlltitution or laws of a state 
and concet'ned prima~ily with the iudicial 
adIDin~st~ation of state and local 1I0vern­
lIent t.w. 

~ 
* Tt'ia 1 Court - ,~Acourt. the pt'i1D8t'Y func t ion of 

~ich is to decide casea. 

* Tt'ial 
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'. ' 
De Novo -A tr.iul in wbich an appeal from 
a tt'ial court i~ hend i.n the .ame or 
another tt'iat court as a c01llpletelynew 
hearinll of the case. 

t:)-

,1 

Q 

t1. S •. DEPARTMENT'OF JUSTICE ' 
Eureau of Ju~tice Stati~tic~ 

,~ l'; . D 
usa DALUAT.IOII 

Itate ~urt Orp.at1cm. 1980 
BCJ-76711. 0-8 

o 

.0 near a.ad~r: 

User partlc1pat:l.on is . Jleeded to improve and expand -fu~ure edit1on~ of thi~ volume. We 
have provided tM.a form for Whatever o'pinionEJ you wi~h toexpre$~ about it. Plea~e cut 
out both of these pases, ataple them t08ether on one corner, and fold so that the 
Bureau of Juatice Statistics addre~~" appears on 'the outsiae. After foldin8 use tape 
to seal Closed. ." , 

Thank you for your help. 
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For what purpoae did you use State CourtOrganization,l-980? 
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interest to you? "What top1.~e are they? 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

Please '8u&seet othertopic~. you would li1q!to see a~dl'esseciinfut~re edition8 of 

this volae. 

o 

Are there other ways this volume could be improved that you, have not ~Qti,()n,ecf? 
() 

In what capacity did )"ou use State Court Organization, 1980? D 

o 
o 
o 
o ., 
o 
o 

Court employee 
, ' 

Other ju,~ice asency employee--Specify type of agency --------...,...-------

Government employee other than just1ce--specify type of asency ----------
') 

Researcher 

Educator 

Other--Speclfy _____________ -----------------~------------~----~r~)---

u 7. If you used this volume as asowrm.ent 'employee, phase ind,icate the level of )i 

soverDlllent. 
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o 
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Federal 

State 

Cou~ty 

o Municipal 
. ;: 

o Other--3pecHy ,",' ___ -'"" _________ -_-----........ --

8. If you used this volume asa court employee, pleas*! indicat:~ the type' of court 

or office. 
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Bureau of Jus'lce Statistics Reports 
Slngll coplet Ire nllllbit II rio charg.lrom the 
Nltlonal Crlmlnll JOtiCI R.llrencl ServiCI. Box 
1000. Rockvllli. Md, 20150. Multlpll copl .. Ire lor 
.. It by thl Superlntlndent of Docunllntl. U.S. 
GoVlmment PrInting Office. W ..... lngton. D.C •. 
20402. 

National Crime Survey: 
Crinilllli Vlctlmlutlon In the United SlIttl 
(annual): 

Summary Findings of 1978-79 Changes in 
Crime and of Trends Since 1973, NCJ-
62993 

A Description of Trends from 1973 to 1978, 
NCJ-66716 

1978 (final report), NCJ-66480 
1977 , NCJ-58725 
1976, NCJ-49543 
1975, NCJ-44593 
1974, NCJ-39467 

*t973, NCJ-34732 
The COttof NeglIgt~I: Losses from 

Preventable Household Burglaries, 
NCJ-53527 

Thl HllPlnlc Victim: Advance Report, 
NCJ.o1706 

Intlmltl Vlctlml: A Study of Violence Among 
Friends and Relatives, NCJ-62319 

CrimI Ind SealOntlity. NCJ-64818 
Crlmlnlll Ylctlnllullon 01 New York Slltl 

R .. ldlrili. 1974-77. NCJ-66481 
Crlmlllli Vlctlmlutlon of Clmomll R .. lden". 

1974-77. NCJ-70944 
Indlcltors 01 Crime lind Crlmlnll JUltlce: 

Quantitative Studies, NCJ-62349 
Crlmlnll Vlcllmlutlon SurveYIln 13 

Amerlclncill .. (summary report, 1 vo!.), 
NCJ-18471 
Bolton. NCJ-34B1B 
Bulllio. NCJ-34B20 
Clnclnnlll. NCJ-34BI9 
HoUlton. NCJ-34B21 
Mllml. NCJ-34B22 
Mllwluk ... NCJ-34B23 
Mlnnilpolil. NCJ-34B24 
Hlw Orllini. NCJ-34B25 
OIkland. NCJ-34B26 
Plttlburgh, NCJ-34B27 
SIn Diego. NCJ-34B2B 
SIn FrencllCo. NCJ-34B29 

• W .. hlngton. D.C •• NCJ-34B30 
Public Attltud .. About Crime (13 vols,): 

BOlton. NCJ-46235 
Bllffllo. NCJ-46Z36 
Clnclnnlll. NCJ-46237 
HoUlton. NCJ-4623B 
Mllml. NCJ-46239 
Mllwauk ... NCJ-46240 

• Mlnnilpolil. NCJ-46241 
New Ortllnl. NCJ-46242 
Olkllnd. NCJ-46243 
Pllt!lburgh. NCJ-46244 
SIn Diego. NCJ-46245 
SIn FrlncllCo. NCJ-46246 
WII;':ilgton. D.C •• NCJ-46247 

* Criminal Vlctlmlutlon SurveYII" ChlcIgo. 
Detroit. Lol Angelea. New York. Ind 
Philldelphll: A Comparison of 1972 and 
1974 Findings, NCJ-36360 

Crlmlnll VlctlmluUon SurvlYlln Eight 
Amlrlcan Cmll: A Comparison of 1971172 
and 1974175 Findings-National Crime 
Surveys in Atlanta. Baltimore, Cleveland, 
Dallas, Denver, Newark, Portland, and st, 
Louis, NCJ-36361 

* Crlmlnll Vlctlmlullon SurveYIln thl 
NIUon'1 Five Larg"t cm .. : National 
Crime Panel Surveys In Chicago, Detroit, 
Los Angeles, New York, and Philadelphia, 
1972, NCJ-16909 * Crlm .. and Vlctlml: A Report on the Day ton/ 
San Jose Pilot Survey of Victimization, 
NCJ-013314 

Appllcatlonl of the National C:rlme 
Survey Victimization and Attitude Data: 

Public Opinion About Crimi: The Attitudes 
of Victims and Nonvictims in Selected 
Cities, NCJ-41336 

Locll Vlcllm SurveYI: A Review of the 
Issues, NCJ-39973 

.Thl Polici Ind Public Opinion: An Analysis 
of Victimization and Altitude Data from 
13 American Cities, NC,J"4I~018 

An Introducllon to thl Nltlonll Crimi 
Survey. NCJ-43732 

Compen .. llng Vlcllml of VloIlnt Crimi: 
Potential Costs alld Coverage of a National 
Program, NCJ-43387 

~pe Vlcllmlutlon In 21 Amlrlcln Cltktl. 
NCJ-55878 

Crimi AgI'nat Personlln Urbln. Suburban. 
\\ Ind Rural ArlII: A Comparative Analysis of 

Victimization Rates, NCJ-53551 
Crlmlnll Vlctlmlullon In Urban Schools. 

NCJ-56396 
Rllmullon to Vlcllml 01 Pirsonllllnd 

Houllhold Crlmll. NCJ-72710 

Mythland 0"'11111 .. About Crimi: A 
Nontecrnlcal Presentation of Selected 
Information from the National Prisoner 
Statistics Program and the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ-4I6249 

National Prlloner StatlltlCI: 
Clpltll Punllhmlnt (annual): 

1979, NCJ-70945 
Prllonlrs In SlItllnd Federlllnimutloni on 

Declmber 31: 
1979, NCJ-73719 

"'Clniulol Stlte Correctlonll FlCllltI ... 1974 
advance report, NCJ-25642 

Prolill 01 Stlte Prllon Inrnat .. : 
sociodemographic Findings from the 1974 
Survey of Inmates 01 State Correctional 
Facilities, NCJ-5B257 

*Clniulol Prllonerlln Stlte Correctlonll 
Flcllltl .. ;~973. NCJ-34729 

Cenlu. of Jalll Ind Survey 01 Jllllnmlt .. , 
1978. preliminary report. NCJ-55172 

Profile ollnmlt .. of LocII JIIII: SOcio­
demographic Findings from the 197B Survey 
of Inmates of Local Jails, NCJ-65412 

"'The Nltlon'l JIll.: A report on the census 
of jails from the 1972 Survey of inmates of 
Local Jails. NCJ-19067 

Uniform Parole Reports: 
Plrole In thl United Stlt .. (annual): 

1979, NCJ.o9562 
197B, NCJ-5B722 
1976 and 1977, NCJ-49702 

A Nllionl' Survey 01 Plrole·Rlllttd 
Ltgllllllon Enacted During the 1979 
Legislative Session, NCJ-64218 . 

Chr.lrlctlrlltlcl 01 thl Plroll Populltlon. 1978. 
. NCJ.o6479 

Children In CUltody: Juvenile Detention and 
Correctional Facility Census 
1977 advance report: 

Census of Public Juvenile Facilities, 
NCJ-60967 

Census of Private Juvenile Facilities, 
NCJ-6096B 

1975 (final report). NCJ-5BI39 
1974, NCJ-57946 
1973, NCJ-44777 

*1971. NCJ-13403 

*Out of stock but available on Intet1lbnuy loan 

.----~, ... _-- .... ¥-,-~,~-.....--~---,----~. 

Stltl and Locil Probltlon Ind Plroll SYltlmi. 
NCJ-41335 

Stltl Ind LCMlII PrOllcullon Ind Civil AttornlY 
SYlllml. NCJ-41334 ' , 

Nlllo,nli Survey 01 Court OrG*"l~tlon; 
1917 Supplement to State Judicial Systems, 

. NCJ·40022 , 
*1975 Supplement to State Judicial Systems, 

. NCJ-29433 " . . 
1971 (full report), NCJ-11427 

$tItI Court Model Stlllltlcll Dlctlonlry. 
NCJ-62320 

Slltl Court Clilloed Stltlillcl: 
The State of the Art, NCJ-46934 
Annual Repor.t, 1975, NCJ-51885 
Annual Report, 1976, NCJ-56599 

A CrOIl·Clty Compl!rllon ~I F.lony ClII 
Proceliing. NCJ-55171 ' 

Trlndlln El!lM!ndlturi and Emptoymlnt DltI 
for thl Crlmlnll JUltice SYltlm.1971-77 
(annual), NCJ-57463 

Expenditure and E",pl0Yl1!lnt Detl for thl 
Crlml"ll JUltlCI SYltlm (annual) 

1979 advance report, NCJ-73288 
197B Summary Report, NCJ-664B3 
197B final report, NCJ-664B2 
1977 final report, NCJ-53206 

JUltice Agencl .. ln thl U.S.: 
Summary Report of the National 
Justice Agency List, NCJ-65560 

Dlctlonlry 01 Crimi nIl JUltiCI Dltl Tlrmlnology: 
Terms and Definitions Proposed for Interstate 
and National Data Collection and Exchange, 
NCJ-36747 

Utilization 01 Criminal JUltlce Statlltlcl 
Project: 

Sourcebo(lk 01 Crlml".1 JUltice StltllUCI 1910 
(annual), NCJ-71096 

• Offender~B ... d Trln .. ctlon Stl.lltlcl: New 
DirectiOns in Data Collection and Reporting, 
NCJ-29645 

Sentlnclng 01 Clllfornia Felony Offenderl. 
NCJ-29Q46 

Crlme-SpeC;IfIc; AnllYIIII: 
* The Characteristics of Burglary Incidents, 

NCJ-42093 
An Empirical Examination of Burglary 

Offender Characteristics. NCJ-43131 
*An Empirical Examination of Burglary 

Offenders and Offense CharacteriStiCS, 
NCJ-42476 

Sourc .. 01 Hltlonal Crimi nIl JUIUCI 
StltlltlCI: An Annotated Bibliography, 
NCJ-45006 

Federill Crlmlnll Sen!lInclng; Perspectives 
of Ar'ialysis and a Design for Research, 
NCJ-336B3 . 

VlrI,tlonlln Federl' Crimi nIl Sentlne .. : 
A Statistical Assessment at the National 
Level, NCJ.336B4 ~ 

Federll Sentencing Plttlrnl: A Study of 
Geographical Varialions, NCJ-336B~ .. 

Predicting Sentenc .. ln Flderll CoUrtl: The 
Feasibility of a National Sentencing Polfcy, 
NCJ~336~6 

-

, 

\'1 

,,' 

\ 

, . 

\\ 

'j 
. ...... ; \ 

t~ , . 
'> ~, " 'l·/!i' \}n.\\·_t\:.(:-.t~f!'.I\:;W.w.l;)o\\.n n'-\t,\:1tt\.\\1L'~1L l • 

" 
" " ./1. 

. 
~t.· 

, 
.. 
'0 ".~ . 

'I- / •• ' ,"[1 
, ,\ 

.',,, 
'j .. 

" 

, ' .. ~ .' ~ ' . 

.I . e. ~ 



;.. . ..;;.;,i,... "MIi'W! ..... ,.'--, .• ----- ~~r__..,...,....,.....,...,.....,..~....."..-...... --..... -.".........,..._,......~-............. ---..-,......_-_-_ ...... ----_-----------------

o 

. , 

.11 • 
, .... , 

I ,-

I' 
'\ 

'. 
/ 

~ " ," 
<" 

t. Q ' . 
. 

., . 
" \0 

.. . . " 
.. 

0 

"', 

,. . ""', I.~·,( 

.- '< "" 
': Y' , 

~""" :.i,' ~ , 

; . .- " ;.. ~ 

.' .. , , 

\ 
.. t 

t' 
, 

'~ 
~ , :- ... .' 

.... .. -", ,"'-. . \;, " 

\; 
. ~ 

~. 
f 1.: f .\ /--' 

,;"';', \. . '. . ~ 
\ , , . o 

\~ (I " 




