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INTRODUCTION: Purpose, format, and method of compilation 

Introduction   1 

What is the purpose of the volume? 
 

The fifth edition of State Court Organization 
describes the diverse nature of the State courts in the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Information distributed across 47 tables details the main 
features of how courts operate, ranging from the names 
of the various courts established in each State to specific 
aspects of law or procedure such as whether jury 
verdicts must be unanimous to convict in criminal cases 
or to decide on liability in civil matters.  

 
The primary reason, then, for compiling State Court 

Organization 2004 (previous editions describe court 
organization in 1980, 1987, 1993, and 1998) is to 
provide authoritative answers in a single volume to 
fundamental questions about the composition of each 
state’s court system: How many appellate and trial 
courts have been established? What specific categories 
of cases does each court have the jurisdiction to decide? 
There is no standard, or typical, State court system: 
fundamental matters vary from state to state. 

 
A second purpose is to determine the patterns 

across States that exist amidst this diversity. Most State 
court systems have two levels of appellate courts and 
two levels of trial courts. This edition of State Court 
Organization facilitates examination of differing state 
approaches to court administration and related 
procedures and rules. The volume is also attentive to 
features of state court organization that vary within a 
state, rooted in counties, municipalities, townships, or 
other forms of local government. The more important 
points of variations within states are noted, sometimes in 
the table proper but more often through footnotes.  

 
A third purpose is to permit the analysis of trends 

over time in how states organize their judicial branch. 
Since 1980 significant changes have taken place in how 
judicial branches are governed. Questions that can be 
addressed include: Who is the head of the judicial 
branch? What official or institution formulates and 
submits the budget for operating the courts? What is the 
source of the rulemaking authority of State courts of last 
resort?   Over time, editions of State Court Organization 
reveal the advent of professional trial court managers:  
administrators, clerks, and judges who view their role as 
managerial in nature.   

 
The 2004 edition of State Court Organization 

continues the attention first given in 1998 to the growing 
importance of specialized State court forums. Special 
forums are divisions, dockets, courtrooms or procedures 
dedicated to a designated set of cases and to which a 
specific judge has been assigned. Such forums typically 
are created through local court rules or custom, and 
carry the label of “court” as a matter of convenience.  

 

Information is included on the varieties of problem-
solving courts, the most common form of specialized 
courts today.  A separate table is retained on the more 
longstanding family court. 
 
How should the volume be used? 
 

The 2004 edition of State Court Organization 
contains 428 items of information (up from 397 items in 
1998) spread across 47 tables. Tables are divided into 
seven parts according to broad topical areas: 

1. Courts and Judges (Tables 1-3) 
2. Judicial Selection and Service (Tables 4-11) 
3. The Judicial Branch: Governance, Funding, and 

Administration (Tables 12-21) 
4. Appellate Courts: Jurisdiction and Procedures 

(Tables 22-27) 
5. Trial Courts: Administration, Specialized 

Jurisdiction, and Procedures (Tables 28-37) 
6. The Jury (Tables 38-42) 
7. The Sentencing Context (Tables 43-47) 
 
An eighth part contains a one-page court structure 

chart for each State, Puerto Rico, and the District of 
Columbia. The charts complement the information 
provided in the tables by depicting the essential structure 
of a State’s court system in terms of subject matter 
jurisdiction and routes of appellate review. Each part 
begins with a brief explanatory note and a recommended 
bibliography of sources relevant to the topic under 
consideration. The introductions indicate why the 
information provided is important for understanding the 
nation’s courts and notes considerations to bear in mind 
when using the part’s tables.  

 
Two kinds of tables are presented. One kind of table 

is formatted to describe what is defined at the state level, 
such as the juror source lists, definitions of a felony 
offense, the functions of administrative offices of the 
courts, and other aspects of court organization that apply 
to all appellate or trial courts within a state. Another kind 
of table reports on features that differ from court to court 
within a state, such as the number of judges or 
procedures for selecting a presiding judge. The "court" in 
trial court generally applies to a statewide court system. 
For example, the Circuit Court of Virginia is divided into 
31 circuits each serving a specific geographical area. 
Some trial courts, though, include an entire State within 
their geographic jurisdiction, as in New Jersey’s Tax 
Court. Appellate courts are typically statewide in their 
jurisdiction, but intermediate appellate courts are 
established on a regional basis in Arizona, California, 
Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, Missouri, New York, Ohio, 
Texas, and Washington. In these States, intermediate 
appellate courts may establish rules and procedures that 
vary between regions (usually called a district or 
division). Several States have multiple intermediate 
appellate courts (Alabama, Indiana, New York, 
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Pennsylvania, and Tennessee) and two states - 
Oklahoma and Texas - have two courts of last resort 
(See Table 1). 

 
Some tables contain extensive footnotes. Footnotes 

tend to appear in tables that cover topics for which a 
simple answer was deemed unhelpful and consideration 
of the footnote’s content is necessary to make 
comparisons across states or to grasp fully the nature of 
the arrangements that pertain in individual states. A 
general cautionary statement is offered here. This 
volume covers an unusually diverse set of topics. There 
is no single state authority that maintains current and 
complete information on each topic. Therefore several 
sources were contacted in each state and extensive 
searches were undertaken of court rules and state 
statutes. The next section of this introductory essay 
describes the process by which information was 
obtained and verified. 

 
How was the volume compiled? 

 
The contents for this edition were selected and the 

relevant data collected through the following main steps. 
The first step was a project staff review of the contents 
State Court Organization 1998.  In the course of that 
review all members of the Conference of State Court 
Administrators were asked to evaluate the usefulness of 
each information item published in State Court 
Organization 1998 and to nominate additional topics that 
could usefully be included in the new edition. Some 
information items were judged to be essential for the 
continuity of the series, new information was identified to 
keep pace with the changing shape and interests of the 
court community, and still other information items were 
found to be of limited contemporary interest. These 
decisions were made in consultation with other National 
Center for State Court staff members and relevant 
academic and research experts on court-related topics. 
Staff from the Bureau of Justice Statistics also 
participated in the review process. A tentative list of 
information contents was compiled by project staff and 
then reviewed in detail by the members of the 
Conference of State Court Administrator’s Court 
Statistics Committee. At a subsequent meeting, the 
Committee members reviewed the data collection design 
and drafts of the data collection instruments. The chosen 
information items were divided according to the most 
reliable and cost-effective data collection method and 
included:  

 
• A survey of administrative offices of the court 

designed for distribution by mail to the state court 
administrators of the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The questionnaire dealt 
with aspects of court organization that are primarily 

administrative in nature and either new to the 2004 
edition or likely to have changed significantly since 
1998. Various versions of the new survey were pilot 
tested through the kind cooperation of states 
represented on the Court Statistics Committee. 

• A similar survey relating to information concerning 
appellate courts designed to collect new or 
changeable descriptive information on courts of last 
resort and intermediate appellate courts. 
Approximately 150 surveys were completed and 
returned. 

• A third survey form designed to update some of the 
information items carried over from the last edition 
and judged unlikely to have changed significantly 
over the previous five years. Respondents were 
presented with the information published in the 
1998 edition and were asked to update it to be 
current as of December 31, 2004. Separate update 
surveys were prepared for administrative offices of 
the courts and appellate court clerks.  

 
Protocols were developed to conduct statute and 

rule searches that would compile tables of information 
on specific laws, legal procedure and legal practices that 
applied statewide. Such searches were the primary 
source of data about juries and sentencing. Figure 1 
indicates the primary data collection methods for each 
table of information. Upon return, surveys were reviewed 
for completeness and clarity by project staff. Telephone 
calls and fax messages were used to ensure that 
accurate and comparable information was available from 
all survey respondents. Information collected through 
update surveys and through statute and rule searches 
were entered in electronic tables.  

 
The main step in the verification process was to 

return all tables completed through surveys or update 
forms back to state court administrators. This provided a 
second check on the information, often by a second pair 
of eyes, and served as a check on the accuracy of any 
revisions made by project staff. All tables compiled 
through statute or rule searches also were sent to the 
state court administrator with a request that the contents 
be examined and modified or corrected as necessary. 
Verification often involved a series of iterations passed 
back and forth between project staff and the 
administrative office of the courts or appellate court 
clerk.  

 
The result is a reference source that covers a wide 

range of information about trial and appellate courts and 
state court administration. There are some obvious 
limitations. Provisions and procedures that relate to 
criminal cases receive more attention than those 
concerning civil dockets. The focus, moreover, is on 
statewide court organization. Within states there is 
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significant variation by locality that is beyond the scope 
of this volume to describe. Finally, State Court 
Organization is a companion series to the annual State 
Court Caseload Statistics reports prepared by the Court 
Statistics Project of the National Center for State Courts. 
Please bring suggestions for information that might be 
included in future editions to the attention of the Director 
of the Court Statistics Project, National Center for State 
Courts, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, Virginia 
23185. 
 
What is new to the 2004 edition? 
 

A glossary defining symbols, abbreviations and 
acronyms has been added to the front of the volume.  

Some tables from the 1998 edition were not 
repeated in 2004: 
 

Table 21 - Court Automation 
Table 35 - Provisions for Processing Domestic 

Violence Cases 
Table 47 - The Availability of Intermediate Sanctions 
Table 50 - Good Time Accumulation and Parole 
 

Tables appearing for the first time in 2004 are: 
 
Table 31 - Specialized Jurisdiction: Problem Solving 

Courts 
Table 36 - DNA Evidence: Post-Conviction Analysis 
Table 37 - Making the Trial Record  

(last covered in 1993) 
  

There has been some reorganization of the contents: 
 
Table 5 in 1998 –Terms of Appellate Court Judges 

(combined with Table 4 – Selection of 
Appellate Court Judges) 

Table 23 in 1998 – Structure of Panels Reviewing 
Discretionary Petitions (divided into two 
new tables: Table 23 – The Structure of 
Appellate Court Panels and Table 24 – 
Reviewing Discretionary Petitions) 

Table 27 in 1998 - Special Calendars in Appellate 
Courts (combined with Table 25 – 
Expediting Procedures in Appellate 
Courts) 

 
 
State Court Organization 2004 enhances the 

coverage of clerks of (trial) courts and trial court 
administrators.  The previous edition allocated one table 
to each type of official, and provided information only on 
their method of selection and source of funding.  For 
2004, Table 29 provides information for both clerks    
and administrators on their method of selection and 
numbers in each trial court system.  Table 30     
describes the functional responsibilities for both sets of 
officials using a common set of responsibilities.  
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Table AOC* Survey Appellate Court 
Clerks Survey 

AOC* /Appellate 
Clerks Update Survey Special Surveys Statute and Rule 

Search 

1   ]   
2  ] ]   
3 ]     
4   ]   
5   ]   
6   ]   
7   ]   
8   ]   
9   ]   

10   ]   
11   ]   
12   ]   
13     ] 
14 ]     
15   ]   
16 ]     
17 ]     
18  ]    
19   ]   
20   ]   
21 ]     
22   ]   
23   ]   
24   ]   
25  ]    
26  ]    
27   ]   
28 ]     
29 ]     
30 ]     
31    ]  
32   ]   
33     ] 
34   ]   
35   ]   
36     ] 
37 ]     
38   ]   
39     ] 
40     ] 
41     ] 
42     ] 
43   ]   
44   ]   
45   ]   
46   ]   
47     ] 

  *AOC=Administrative Office of the Courts
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Abbreviations 
ADA  = Americans with Disabilities Act 
AOC  = Administrative Office of the Courts 
AP  = At pleasure 
CASA  = Court Appointed Special Advocate 
CJ  = Chief Justice 
CLE  = Continuing legal education 
CS  = Court selection 
DS  = District 
DU  = Duration of service 
EX  = Executive 
GE  = Gubernatorial appointment with approval of 

elected executive council 
GJ  = General jurisdiction 
GL  = Gubernatorial appointment with consent of the 

legislature 
GN  = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial 

nominating commission 
GNE  = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial 

nominating commission with approval of elected 
executive council 

GNL  = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial 
nominating commission with consent of the 
legislature 

GU  = Gubernatorial appointment 

IA  = Intermediate appellate court 
ID  = Indefinite 
IT  = Information technology 
JD  = Judicial 
JN  = Judicial nominating commission appoints 
LA = Legislative appointment 
LD  = Locally determined 
LG  = Legislature 
LJ  = Limited jurisdiction 
LWOP  = Life in prison without parole 
NP  = Non-partisan election 
NR  = No response 
N/S  = Not stated 
PE  = Partisan election 
RA  = Reappointment 
RE  = Retention election 
SC  = Court of last resort 
SCJ  = Chief justice/judge of the court of last  
  resort appoints 
SN  = Seniority  
SW  = Statewide 
TCA  = Trial court administrator 
US  = Federal 
VA  = Varies 

 
Definitions: 
A.L.I. = Accused lacks substantial capacity to appreciate 

the criminality (wrongfulness) of his/her conduct or 
conform his/her conduct to the requirements of 
law. 

 
Irresistible Impulse = If a mental disorder caused the 

individual to experience an irresistible impulse to 
commit the offense, even if he/she remained able 
to understand the nature of the offense and its 
wrongfulness. 

 
M’N = (M’Naghten) The accused party, at the time of 

committing the act, was laboring under a defect of 
reason from disease of the mind, not to know the 
nature and quality of the act he/she was doing, or 
if he/she did not know it was wrong. 

 
 
Symbols: 
◧ = Both mandatory and discretionary jurisdiction 
□ = Discretionary jurisdiction 
■ = Mandatory jurisdiction 
 
~ = Not applicable 
* = Mandatory list 
 
â = No/none 
T = Shared 
W = Total 
] = Yes 
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The number and variety of appellate and trial courts 
is the logical starting point for anyone interested in court 
organization.  The fundamental distinction is between 
trial courts, which are courts of first instance that decide 
a dispute by examining the facts, and appellate courts, 
which review the trial court’s application of the law with 
respect to those facts. 

 
Table 1 lists the number and types of appellate 

courts in each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico.  Appellate courts are divided into two 
basic categories, namely courts of last resort (COLR) 
and intermediate appellate courts (IAC).  Each state has 
a COLR, which has final jurisdiction over appeals.  
Oklahoma and Texas split final appellate review 
between separate civil and criminal COLRs. Courts of 
last resort typically were established in the state’s 
constitution and sit in one location, the state capital. 
IACs hear initial appeals, the outcome of which can be 
subject to further review by the state’s COLR.  
Intermediate appellate courts, a more contemporary 
institution, often sit in multiple locations throughout the 
state.   

  
Table 2 lists the total number of appellate judges 

serving the state courts. Information on term lengths as 
well as the gender and racial and ethnic composition of 
the bench is provided, where available.  The state 
appellate bench consists of 1,335 members. Term 
lengths vary between states from four to sixteen years; 
only Rhode Island selects judges to serve for life, while 
Massachusetts and Puerto Rico mandate terms that last 
until retirement at age 70.  

 
All COLRs are established with an odd number of 

justices, in contrast to the structure of the jury as a 
decision-making institution, which usually consists of an 
even number of members.   The most common 
arrangement is a seven judge COLR, found in 28 states 
and in Puerto Rico.  Five justices serve on COLRs in 16 
states, while five states follow the federal nine-justice 
model as does the District of Columbia.  Both Texas 
COLRs have nine justices.  Oklahoma has a nine-
member Supreme Court and a five member Court of 
Criminal Appeals.  

 
Intermediate appellate courts often undertake review 

through panels of three or more judges rather than by 
the full court sitting “en banc” (see Table 23).  California 
has the largest state IAC, with 105 authorized and 88 
serving judgeships divided into nine divisions (Table 1).  

 
Trial courts are listed state-by-state in Table 3, 

noting which are courts of general jurisdiction (GJ) and 
which are courts of limited (or special) jurisdiction (LJ).  
General jurisdiction trial courts are the highest trial court 
in a state, where felony criminal cases and high stakes 

civil suits are adjudicated.  They often exercise some 
form of appellate review over outcomes in limited 
jurisdiction courts or decisions by administrative 
agencies, exercising what is termed incidental appellate 
jurisdiction (Table 27). 

 
A limited jurisdiction trial court, one or more of which 

is to be found in all but six states, typically holds 
preliminary hearings in felony cases and has exclusive 
jurisdiction over misdemeanor and ordinance violation 
cases (Table 44 details the jurisdiction over felony cases 
by courts of limited jurisdiction).  Civil jurisdiction is 
restricted to a fixed maximum amount, and typically 
includes a separate category of small claims cases for 
which simplified procedures are established.  Juvenile 
and domestic relations cases are typically heard in a 
court of general jurisdiction, but in some states a special 
court may exist for such “family law” cases (see Table 
32).   

 
Table 3 indicates the number of judges serving on 

each trial court statewide.  Some courts, especially those 
with limited jurisdiction, use part-time or senior judges to 
help with caseloads. Courts may also make use of 
quasi-judicial staff to hear cases as referees, 
commissioners, or hearing officers. Table 3 provides 
information on term lengths for trial court judges as well 
as their gender and racial and ethnic composition, where 
available.  The length specified is for a “full” term.  
Judges may be appointed to serve an initial term for a 
fixed period of time before becoming eligible to serve a 
full term.  Even in states that elect their judges, most 
sitting judges are initially appointed to the bench to fill an 
unexpired term created by the resignation or death of a 
judge.  

  
By and large, general jurisdiction trial courts are 

divided into circuits or districts.  In some states (e.g., 
California) the county serves as the judicial district.  Most 
states, however, construct judicial districts that embrace 
a number of counties.  Limited jurisdiction trial courts 
vary in whether they possess county-wide jurisdiction 
across a county or serve a specific local government 
unit, such as a city or village.  Jurisdiction beyond a 
specific county is rare, except for those courts with 
special jurisdiction that applies statewide (water courts 
and workers’ compensation courts are examples).  

 
In comparing court structures, it should be noted that 

even basic nomenclature can vary markedly.  Supreme 
Courts are usually courts of last resort but in New York 
“supreme” designates the main trial court; the Court      
of Appeals is the state’s court of last resort.  Justices     
and a Chief Justice usually serve on courts of last   
resort but a number of COLRs have judges and a    
Chief Judge.  Judge is the standard title for those 
serving on intermediate appellate courts.             



 
 

State Court Organization, 2004 8 

Select Bibliography:   
 
The American Bar Association, Facts About the 
American Judicial System, Washington D.C.: 1999. 
 
Lawrence Baum, American Courts: Process and Policy, 
Fifth Edition 2001, Houghton Mifflin. 
 
Robert A. Carp, Judicial Process in America, 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2004. 
 
Henry Glick, “State Court Systems”, Encyclopedia of the 
American Judicial System, Vol. II, R. Janosik (Ed.). New 
York: Charles Scribner’s, 1987. 
 
William S. Miller, A Primer on American Courts, New 
York: Pearson Longman, 2004. 
 

David Neubauer, America’s Courts and the Criminal 
Justice System: 8th Edition, Wadsworth Publishing, 
2004. 
 
Robert W. Tobin, Creating the Judicial Branch: The 
Unfinished Reform, Williamsburg, VA: National Center 
for State Courts, 1999. 
 
Tables 2 & 3 
 
Diana R. Irvine (Ed.). The American Bench: Judges of 
the Nation, Fifteenth Edition 2004/05, Sacramento, CA: 
Forester-Long. 
 
National Database on Judicial Diversity in State Courts, 
The American Bar Association Standing Committee on 
Judicial Independence  
http://www.abanet.org/judind/diversity/home.html.

http://www.abanet.org/judind/diversity/home.html


Table 1. Appellate Courts in the United States 
 
Legend: ~=Not applicable 

   

  Courts and judges 9

 Court of last resort Intermediate appellate court 
  

Court name 
 
Place of session 

 
Court name 

 
Place of session 

# of chief 
judges 

Alabama Supreme Court Montgomery1 Court of Civil Appeals 
Court of Criminal Appeals 

Montgomery1 

Montgomery1 
1 
1 

Alaska Supreme Court Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, and 
Juneau2 

Court of Appeals Anchorage 1 

Arizona Supreme Court Phoenix Court of Appeals Phoenix 

Tucson 
1 
1 

Arkansas Supreme Court Little Rock Court of Appeals Little Rock 1 

California Supreme Court Los Angeles, 
Sacramento, and 
San Francisco 

Courts of Appeals 9 locations3 9 

Colorado Supreme Court Denver4 Court of Appeals Denver 1 

Connecticut Supreme Court Hartford5 Appellate Court Hartford5 1 

Delaware Supreme Court Dover ~ ~ ~ 

District of Columbia Court of Appeals Washington, D.C. ~ ~ ~ 

Florida Supreme Court Tallahassee District Courts of Appeal 5 locations6 5 

Georgia Supreme Court Atlanta Court of Appeals Atlanta7 1 

Hawaii Supreme Court Honolulu Intermediate Court of Appeals Honolulu 1 

Idaho Supreme Court 7 locations8 Court of Appeals 9 locations9 1 

Illinois Supreme Court Springfield Appellate Court 5 locations 5 

Indiana Supreme Court Indianapolis Court of Appeals 
Tax Court 

Indianapolis 
Indianapolis 

1 
~10 

Iowa Supreme Court Des Moines Court of Appeals Des Moines 1 

Kansas Supreme Court Topeka Court of Appeals Varies11 1 

Kentucky Supreme Court Frankfort Court of Appeals Varies12 1 

Louisiana Supreme Court New Orleans Courts of Appeal 5 locations13 5 

Maine Supreme Judicial Court Portland14 ~ ~ ~ 

Maryland Court of Appeals Annapolis Court of Special Appeals Annapolis 1 

Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Boston Appeals Court Boston 1 

Michigan Supreme Court Lansing Court of Appeals 4 locations15 1 

Minnesota Supreme Court St. Paul Court of Appeals Throughout the 
state 

1 

Mississippi Supreme Court Jackson Court of Appeals Jackson 1 

Missouri Supreme Court Jefferson City Court of Appeals 4 locations16 3 

Montana Supreme Court Helena ~ ~ ~ 

Nebraska Supreme Court Lincoln Court of Appeals Lincoln 1 

Nevada Supreme Court Carson City17 ~ ~ ~ 

New Hampshire Supreme Court Concord ~ ~ ~ 

New Jersey Supreme Court Trenton Superior Court, Appellate Div. Varies18 1 
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 Court of last resort Intermediate appellate court 
  

Court name 
 
Place of session 

 
Court name 

 
Place of session 

# of chief 
judges 

New Mexico Supreme Court Santa Fe Court of Appeals Varies19 1 

New York Court of Appeals Albany Supreme Court, Appellate Div. 4 locations20 4 

North Carolina Supreme Court Raleigh Court of Appeals Raleigh 1 

North Dakota Supreme Court Bismark21 ~ ~ ~ 

Ohio Supreme Court Columbus Courts of Appeal 12 locations22 12 

Oklahoma Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals 

Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma City 

Court of Civil Appeals Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa 

1 

Oregon Supreme Court Salem Court of Appeals Salem  1 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Harrisburg, 
Philadelphia, and 
Pittsburgh  

Superior Court 
 
 
Commonwealth Court 

Harrisburg, 
Philadelphia, and 
Pittsburgh 23 

Harrisburg, 
Philadelphia, and 
Pittsburgh 23 

1 
 
 

1 

Puerto Rico Supreme Court San Juan Court of Appeals San Juan  1 

Rhode Island Supreme Court Providence ~ ~ ~ 

South Carolina Supreme Court Columbia Court of Appeals Columbia 1 

South Dakota Supreme Court Pierre24 ~ ~ ~ 

Tennessee Supreme Court 
 

Jackson, Knoxville, 
and Nashville 

Court of Criminal Appeals 
Court of Appeals 

3 locations25 

3 locations25 
1 

Texas Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals 

Austin 
Austin 

Courts of Appeal 15 locations26 14 

Utah Supreme Court Salt Lake City Court of Appeals Salt Lake City 1 

Vermont Supreme Court Montpelier27 ~ ~ ~ 

Virginia Supreme Court Richmond Court of Appeals Alexandria, Norfolk, 
Richmond, and 
Suffolk 

1 

Washington Supreme Court Olympia Courts of Appeal 3 locations28 3 

West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals Charleston ~ ~ ~ 

Wisconsin Supreme Court Madison29 Court of Appeals Madison, 
Milwaukee, 
Waukesha, and 
Wausau 

1 

Wyoming Supreme Court Cheyenne30 ~ ~ ~ 

 
 
FOOTNOTES: 
Alabama: 
1 Sometimes sessions for oral argument are held in other cities. 
 
Alaska: 
2 The Supreme Court occasionally holds regular sessions in other cities. 
 
California: 
3 Six appellate districts meet in the following locations: First Appellate District – 
San Francisco; Second Appellate District – Los Angeles, Ventura; Third 
Appellate District – Sacramento; Fourth Appellate District – San Diego, 
Riverside, Santa Ana; Fifth Appellate District – Fresno; Sixth Appellate District – 
San Jose. 
 
 

Colorado: 
4 Twice each year the court will travel and hold arguments at a public school as 
part of a public education program. 
 
Connecticut: 
5 At least once per year, the court holds oral arguments at a Connecticut law 
school, university, high school, or Superior Court as part of a public education 
initiative. 
 
Florida: 
6 Five appellate districts meet in the following locations: District One – 
Tallahassee; District Two – Tampa; District Three – Miami; District Four – West 
Palm Beach; District Five – Daytona Beach. 
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Georgia: 
7 The Court of Appeals may sit outside Atlanta by special court order. 
 
Idaho: 
8 The Supreme Court meets in Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Falls, Lewiston, 
Moscow, Pocatello, and Twin Falls. 
9 The Court of Appeals meets in Blackfoot, Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Hailey, Idaho 
Falls, Lewiston, Moscow, Pocatello, and Twin Falls. 
 
Indiana: 
10 Tax Court does not have a chief judge; it has one permanently assigned judge. 
 
Kansas: 
11 Court of Appeals judges are authorized to sit in any courthouse in the state. 
 
Kentucky: 
12 The panels of judges of the Court of Appeals do not sit permanently in one 
location; instead, they travel throughout the state to hear cases. 
 
Louisiana: 
13 Five appellate circuits meet in the following locations: First Circuit – Baton 
Rouge; Second Circuit – Shreveport; Third Circuit – Lake Charles; Fourth Circuit 
– New Orleans; Fifth Circuit – Gretna.  
 
Maine: 
14 The Supreme Court is not lodged in its own building.  Instead, the justices have 
permanent chambers in the superior courthouse near their residence. 
   
Michigan: 
15 There are four designated election districts, but the Court of Appeals judges 
rotate throughout court locations in the state. 
 
Missouri: 
16 Three appellate districts meet in the following locations: Eastern District – St. 
Louis; Southern District – Poplar Bluff and Springfield; Western District – Kansas 
City. 
  
Nevada: 
17 The Supreme Court also sits in Las Vegas several times a year. 
   
New Jersey: 
18 Superior Court, Appellate Division judges are not assigned to permanent 
locations. 
 
New Mexico: 
19 Oral argument in the Court of Appeals is often scheduled in different locations. 
 
 
 
 

New York: 
20 Four appellate departments meet in the following locations: First Department – 
New York City; Second Department – Brooklyn; Third Department – Albany; 
Fourth Department – Rochester. 
 
North Dakota: 
21 The Supreme Court also sits in special session at the law school. 
 
Ohio: 
22 Twelve appellate districts meet in the following locations: District One – 
Cincinnati; District Two – Dayton; District Three – Lima; District Four – 
Portsmouth; District Five – Canton; District Six – Toledo; District Seven – 
Youngtown; District Eight – Cleveland; District Nine – Akron; District Ten – 
Columbus; District Eleven – Warren; District Twelve – Middleton. 
 
Pennsylvania: 
23 Special sessions may be held elsewhere. 
 
South Dakota: 
24 Twice each year the Court travels and holds arguments at the state’s law 
school and at a public school as part of a public education program. 
 
Tennessee: 
25 Three sections of the Court of Appeals and the Court of Criminal Appeals meet 
in the following locations: Eastern Section – Knoxville; Middle Section – 
Nashville; Western Section – Jackson. 
 
Texas: 
26 Fourteen appellate districts meet in the following locations: District One – 
Houston; District Two – Fort Worth; District Three – Austin; District Four – San 
Antonio; District Five – Dallas; District Six – Texarkana; District Seven – Amarillo; 
District Eight – El Paso; District Nine – Beaumont; District Ten – Waco; District 
Eleven – Eastland; District Twelve – Tyler; District Thirteen – Corpus Christi and 
Edinburg; District Fourteen – Houston. 
 
Vermont: 
27 Special court sessions are held at Vermont Law School and at trial courts. 
 
Washington: 
28 Three appellate divisions meet in the following locations: Division I – Seattle; 
Division II – Tacoma; Division III – Spokane. 
 
Wisconsin: 
29 The Supreme Court travels to selected sites in Wisconsin approximately once 
a year. 
 
Wyoming: 
30 On occasion the court sits at the Wyoming Law School and various community 
colleges and high schools. 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

Alabama 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Civil Appeals  
Court of Criminal Appeals 

 
9 
5 
5 

 
6 
6 
6 

 
7 
4 
2 

 
2 
1 
3 

 
9 
5 
5 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alaska 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
5 
3 

 
10 
8 

 
4 
3 

 
1 

 
5 
3 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Arizona 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
5 

22 

 
6 
6 

 
3 

17 

 
2 
5 

 
5 

19 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

  

Arkansas 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

12 

 
8 
8 

 
5 
9 

 
2 
3 

 
7 
9 

 
 

3 

 
 

 
 

 
 

California 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeal 

 
7 

88 

 
12 
12 

 
4 

61 

 
3 

27 

 
3 

80 

 
1 
3 

 
1 
3 

 
2 
2 

 
 

Colorado 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

16 

 
10 
8 

 
4 

12 

 
3 
4 

 
6 

15 

  
1 
1 

  

Connecticut 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Appellate Court 

 
71 

92 

 
8 
8 

 
5 
7 

 
2 
2 

 
6 
8 

 
1 
1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Delaware 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
12 

 
4 

 
1 

 
5 

    

District of Columbia 
SC Court of Appeals 

 
9 

 
15 

 
6 

 
3 

 
5 

 
3 

 
1 

  

Florida 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
District Courts of Appeal 

 
7 

62 

 
6 
6 

 
NR 
49 

 
NR 
13 

 
NR 
53 

 
NR 
6 

 
NR 
3 

 
NR 

 
NR 

Georgia 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

12 

 
6 
6 

 
5 
9 

 
2 
3 

 
5 
9 

 
2 
3 

   

Hawaii 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Intermediate Court of Appeals 

 
5 
6 

 
10 
10 

 
4 
4 

 
1 
2 

 
2 
2 

   
3 
4 

 
 

Idaho 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
5 
3 

 
6 
6 

 
4 
2 

 
1 
1 

 
5 
2 

 
 

 
 

1 

 
 

 
 

Illinois 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Appellate Court3 

 
7 

53 

 
10 
10 

 
5 

38 

 
2 

15 

 
6 

29 

 
1 
1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Indiana 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals  
Tax Court 

 
5 

15 
1 

 
Up to 124 

Up to 124 

Up to 124 

 
5 

12 
1 

 
 

3 

 
4 

14 
1 

 
1 
1 

   

Iowa 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 
9 

 
8 
6 

 
6 
6 

 
1 
3 

 
7 
8 

    
 

15 

Kansas 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

12 

 
6 
4 

 
4 

10 

 
3 
2 

 
7 

11 

 
 

1 

   

Kentucky 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

14 

 
8 
8 

 
6 

12 

 
1 
2 

 
7 

13 

 
 

1 

   

Louisiana 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeal 

 
7 

536 

 
10 
10 

 
4 

43 

 
3 

10 

 
6 

43 

 
1 

10 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

          
Maine 
SC Supreme Judicial Court 

 
7 

 
7 

 
5 

 
2 

 
7 

    

Maryland 
SC 
IA 

Court of Appeals  
Court of Special Appeals 

 
7 

13 

 
10 
10 

 
5 
9 

 
2 
4 

 
5 

12 

 
2 
1 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Massachusetts 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Judicial Court  
Appeals Court 

 
7 

287 

 
Until age 70 
Until age 70 

 
4 

19 

 
3 
9 

 
6 

25 

 
1 
2 

 
 
 

 
 

1 

 

Michigan 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

28 

 
8 
6 

 
4 

20 

 
3 
8 

 
6 

26 

 
1 
2 

   

Minnesota 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

16 

 
6 
6 

 
5 

12 

 
2 
4 

 
6 

13 

 
1 
3 

   

Mississippi 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
9 

10 

 
8 
8 

 
9 

10 

  
8 
8 

 
1 
2 

   

Missouri 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals8 

 
7 

32 

 
12 
12 

 
5 

15 

 
2 
3 

 
6 

16 

 
1 
2 

   

Montana 
SC Supreme Court 

 
7 

 
8 

 
5 

 
2 

 
7 

    

Nebraska 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 
6 

 
At least 39 

At least 39 

 
6 
5 

 
1 
1 

 
7 
6 

    

Nevada 
SC Supreme Court 

 
7 

 
6 

 
4 

 
3 

 
6 

 
1 

   

New Hampshire 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
5 

 
4 

 
1 

 
5 

    

New Jersey 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Superior Court, Appellate Div. 

 
7 

35 

 
7 (+ tenure)10 

7 (+ tenure)10 

 
4 

26 

 
3 
9 

 
5 

31 

 
1 
2 

 
1 
2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

New Mexico 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
5 

10 

 
8 
8 

 
3 
7 

 
2 
3 

 
2 
7 

 
 
 

 
3 
3 

 
 
 

 
 
 

New York 

SC 
IA 

Court of Appeals  
Supreme Ct., Appellate Div.11 

 
7 

57 

 
14 

5 or duration

 
3 

37 

 
4 
9 

 
5 

42 

 
1 
2 

 
1 
2 

  

North Carolina 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

15 

 
8 
8 

 
6 
9 

 
1 
6 

 
7 

12 

 
 

3 

   

North Dakota 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
10 

 
3 

 
2 

 
5 

    

Ohio 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeals12 

 
7 

68 

 
6 
6 

 
4 

45 

 
3 

23 

 
7 

61 

 
 

2 

   

Oklahoma 
SC 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals  
Court of Civil Appeals 

 
9 
5 

10 

 
6 
6 
6 

 
8 
4 
8 

 
1 
1 
2 

 
8 
4 

10 

 
1 
1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Oregon 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

10 

 
6 
6 

 
7 
7 

 
 

3 

 
6 
9 

 
 
 

 
1 
1 

  

Pennsylvania 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Superior Court 
Commonwealth Court 

 
7 

2313 

914 

 
10 
10 
10 

 
6 

16 
4 

 
1 
7 
5 

 
7 

22 
8 

 
 

1 
1 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

          
Puerto Rico 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

39 

 
To age 70 

16 

 
5 

26 

 
2 

13 

  
 
 

 
7 

39 

  

Rhode Island 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
Life 

 
4 

 
1 

 
5 

    

South Carolina 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
5 

1015 

 
10 
6 

 
4 
9 

 
1 
1 

 
5 
8 

 
 

2 

   

South Dakota 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
8 

 
4 

 
1 

 
5 

    

Tennessee 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals  
Court of Criminal Appeals 

 
5 

12 
12 

 
8 
8 
8 

 
4 
9 

11 

 
1 
3 
1 

 
4 

12 
11 

 
1 
 

1 

   

Texas 
SC 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals  
Courts of Appeals 

 
9 

9 
80 

 
6 
6 
6 

 
7 
5 

47 

 
2 
4 

33 

 
7 
9 

64 

 
2 
 

2 

 
 
 

12 

 
 
 

1 

 
 
 

116 

Utah 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
5 
7 

 
1017 

617 

 
3 
4 

 
2 
3 

 
5 
6 

    
 

118 

Vermont 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
6 

 
3 

 
2 

 
5 

    

Virginia 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

11 

 
12 
8 

 
4 
7 

 
3 
4 

 
6 

10 

 
1 
1 

   

Washington 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeals19 

 
9 

2220 

 
6 
6 

 
5 
5 

 
4 
5 

 
9 
9 

 
 

1 

   

West Virginia 
SC Supreme Court of Appeals 

 
5 

 
12 

 
4 

 
1 

 
5 

    

Wisconsin 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
7 

16 

 
10 
6 

 
4 

13 

 
3 
3 

 
6 

15 

 
1 
1 

   

Wyoming 
SC Supreme Court 

 
5 

 
8 

 
4 

 
1 

 
5 

    

 
 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Connecticut: 
1 This does not include a senior judge in the Appellate Court. 
2 One appellate court judge is currently serving as chief court administrator.  As a 
result, he is relieved of his appellate duties and a tenth appellate judge is 
appointed.  
 
Illinois: 
3 The ethnic composition also does not include the First District Court. 
 
Indiana: 
4 Initial term is two years; retention is 10 years.  
 
Iowa: 
5 One judge of the Court of Appeals is Indian. 
 
Louisiana: 
6 The Courts of Appeal have 55 authorized judicial positions. 
 
Massachusetts: 
7 The Appeals Court has 25 authorized judicial positions.  The judges of the 
Appeals Court are assisted by the services on recall of several retired judges. 
 
 

Missouri: 
8 The gender and ethnic composition for the Court of Appeals does not include 
the Eastern District court, as that court did not respond. 
 
Nebraska: 
9 Term is more than 3 years for the first election; retention election is every 6 
years thereafter. 
 
New Jersey: 
10 All judges are subject to gubernatorial reappointment and consent by the 
Senate after an initial seven-year term; thereafter, they may serve until 
mandatory retirement at age 70. 
 
New York: 
11 Appellate Terms of the Supreme Court have been established within the First 
and Second Departments of the Appellate Division.  Data for the Appellate Terms 
are not included in the information presented here. 
 
Ohio: 
12 The ethnic composition for the Courts of Appeals does not include the Sixth 
District court. 
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Pennsylvania: 
13 The Superior Court has 15 authorized judicial positions.  The judges of the 
Superior Court are assisted by senior judges specially appointed by the Supreme 
Court. 
14 The judges of the Commonwealth Court are assisted by senior judges 
specially appointed by the Supreme Court.  Also, senior Common Pleas Court 
judges occasionally serve on the Commonwealth Court. 
 
South Carolina: 
15 The Court of Appeals has nine authorized judicial positions.  The judges of the 
Court of Appeals are assisted by a retired Court of Appeals judge now on special 
appointment to the court. 
 

Texas: 
16 The ethnicity of one Courts of Appeals judge is not known. 
 
Utah: 
17 The initial term of appointment is until the next general election immediately 
following the third year from the time of the initial appointment. 
18 One judge of the Court of Appeals is American Indian/Alaska Native. 
 
Washington: 
19 The gender and ethnic composition for the Courts of Appeals does not include 
Division Two and Division Three courts, as those courts did not respond. 
20 The Courts of Appeals have 23 authorized judicial positions.
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition* 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

Alabama 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit  
District 
Municipal 
Probate 

 
142 
102 
315 
68 

 
6 
6 
41 

6 

 
127 
81 

N/S 
N/S 

 
15 
21 

N/S 
N/S 

 
132 
94 

N/S 
N/S 

 
10 
8 

N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

Alaska 
GJ 
LG 
~ 

Superior 
District 
Magistrate’s Division 

 
34 
20 
52 

 
62 

4 
AP 

 
28 
16 

N/S 

 
6 
4 

N/S 

 
32 
20 

N/S 

 
1 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

 
1 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

Arizona 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior3 

Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 

 
162 
83 

139 

 
4 
4 
26 

 
119 
N/S 
N/S 

 
43 

N/S 
N/S 

 
134 
N/S 
N/S 

 
4 

N/S 
N/S 

 
19 

N/S 
N/S 

 
44 

N/S 
N/S 

 
15 

N/S 
N/S 

Arkansas 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 
City 

 
115 
115 
98 

 
6 
4 
2 

 
100 
103 
89 

 
15 
12 
9 

 
103 
112 
92 

 
12 
3 
6 

   

California 
GJ Superior 

 
1,498 

 
6 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

Colorado 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Denver Probate 
Denver Juvenile 
Water 
County 
Municipal 

 
132 
1 
3 
8 

103 
250 

 
67 

67 

67 

8 

47 

29 

 
104 

 
2 
8 

80 
N/S 

 
28 
1 
1 
8 

23 
N/S 

 
114 
1 
2 
8 

94 
N/S 

 
4 
 

1 
8 

 
N/S 

 
13 
 
 
8 

9 
N/S 

 
1 
 
 

8 

 
N/S 

 
 
 
 
 
 

N/S 

Connecticut 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Probate 

 

196 
123 

 
8 
4 

 
141 
86 

 
55 
37 

 
172 
123 

 
18 

 
5 

  
110 

Delaware 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Chancery 
Justice of the Peace 
Family 
Common Pleas 
Alderman’s 

 
19 
5 

61 
15 
9 
8 

 
12 
12 
611 

12 
12 
LD 

 
14 
5 

41 
10 
8 

N/S 

 
5 
 

20 
5 
1 

N/S 

 
17 
5 

52 
12 
8 

N/S 

 
2 
 

8 
2 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

1 
1 
 

N/S 

 
 
 
 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 
 
 

112 

N/S 

District of Columbia 
GJ Superior 

 
59 

 
15 

 
33 

 
26 

 
28 

 
28 

 
3 

  

Florida 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
County 

 
526 
276 

 
6 
6 

 
408 
194 

 
118 
82 

 
462 
234 

 
24 
24 

 
33 
16 

 
 

 
713 

213 

Georgia 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Juvenile 
Civil 
State 
Probate 
Magistrate 
Municipal/of Columbus 
County Recorder’s 
Municipal/City of Atlanta 

 
188 
120 
4 

112 
159 
499 
2 

12 
342 

 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

LD 
AP 

 
156 
80 
4 

89 
76 

299 
2 
5 

295 

 
32 
40 
 

23 
83 

200 
 

7 
47 

 
160 
108 
3 

92 
139 
386 
2 
6 

273 

 
17 
11 
1 

11 
5 

45 
 

5 
26 

 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 

1 

 
1114 

 

 
814 

1514 

6815 

 
 

4316 

Hawaii 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit17 

District17 

 
33 

36 

 
10 
6 

 
21 
23 

 
12 
13 

 
13 
9 

   
13 
19 

 
718 

818 

Idaho 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Magistrate’s Division 

 
39 
83 

 
4 
4 

 
33 
76 

 
6 
7 

 
39 
83 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition* 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

    
Illinois 
GJ 
~ 

Circuit 
Associate Division 

 
494 
356 

 
6 
4 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

Indiana 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior and Circuit 
Probate 
County 
City and Town 
Small Claims/Marion County 

 
297 
1 
4 

74 
9 

 
6 
6 
6 
4 
4 

 
248 
1 
3 

51 
6 

 
49 
 

1 
23 
3 

 
N/S 
1 
4 

71 
9 

 
N/S 

 
 

1 

 
N/S 

 
 

2 

 
N/S 

 
N/S 

Iowa 
GJ District 

 
33519 

 
620 

 
264 

 
71 

 
329 

 
5 

 
1 

  

Kansas 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal 

 
23421 

255 

 
4 

LD 

 
202 
N/S 

 
32 

N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 

Kentucky 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
127 
112 

 
8 
4 

 
97 
74 

 
30 
38 

 
124 
108 

 
3 
4 

   

Louisiana 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Juvenile & Family 
Justice of the Peace 
Mayor’s 
City & Parish 

 
213 
18 

388 
250 
73 

 
6 
6 
6 
4 
6 

 
179 
8 

250 
N/S 
59 

 
34 
10 

138 
N/S 
14 

 
169 
12 

338 
N/S 
62 

 
44 
6 

49 
N/S 
11 

 
 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

122 

N/S 

Maine 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Probate 

 
16 
33 
16 

 
7 
7 
4 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

 
NR 
NR 
NR 

Maryland 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 
Orphan’s 

 
143 
104 
66 

 
15 
10 
4 

 
102 
75 

N/S 

 
41 
29 

N/S 

 
116 
84 

N/S 

 
25 
18 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

 
2 
2 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

Massachusetts 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District  
Probate & Family 
Juvenile 
Housing 
Boston Municipal 
Land 

 
73 

148 
50 
40 
10 
28 
6 

 
To age 70 
To age 70 
To age 70 
To age 70 
To age 70 
To age 70 
To age 70 

 
45 

120 
27 
20 
7 

20 
5 

 
28 
28 
23 
20 
3 
8 
1 

 
64 

140 
48 
35 
9 

21 
6 

 
7 
7 
1 
3 
1 
5 
 

 
1 
1 
1 
2 
 

1 
 

 
1 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michigan 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Claims 
District 
Probate 
Municipal 

 
215 
7 

257 
106 
4 

 
6 
6 
6 
6 
4 

 
169 
3 

188 
77 
3 

 
46 
4 

69 
29 
1 

 
184 
6 

212 
98 
4 

 
28 
1 

44 
1 

 
3 
 

1 
1 

  
 
 
 

623 

Minnesota 
GJ District 

 
276 

 
6 

 
205 

 
71 

 
260 

 
9 

 
3 

 
3 

 
124 

Mississippi 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Chancery 
County 
Municipal 
Justice 

 
49 
45 
26 

253 
197 

 
4 
4 
4 

LD25 

4 

 
40 
32 
20 

228 
156 

 
9 

13 
6 

25 
41 

 
41 
37 
21 

N/S 
N/S 

 
8 
8 
5 

N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

Missouri 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Municipal 

 
32226 

377 

 
627 

LD 

 
267 
N/S 

 
55 

N/S 

 
30428 

N/S 

 
18 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition* 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

Montana 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Workers’ Compensation 
Water 
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 
City 

 
3929 

1 
5 

6830 

5 
7230 

 
6 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 

 
31 
1 
5 

37 
2 

37 

 
8 
 
 

31 
3 

35 

 
39 
1 
5 

67 
5 

72 

  
 
 
 

1 

  

Nebraska 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Separate Juvenile 
County 
Workers’ Compensation 

 
55 
10 
58 
7 

 
631 

631 

631 

631 

 
47 
7 

49 
6 

 
8 
3 
9 
1 

 
54 
8 

56 
7 

 
 

2 
2 

   

Nevada 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Justice 
Municipal 

 
60 
62 

29 

 
6 
6 

VA 

 
41 
37 
20 

 
19 
25 
9 

 
37 

N/S 
N/S 

 
1 

N/S 
N/S 

 
1 

N/S 
N/S 

 
1 

N/S 
N/S 

 
2032 

N/S 
N/S 

New Hampshire 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Probate 

 
26 
68 

10 

 
To age 70 
To age 70 
To age 70 

 
20 
60 
9 

 
6 
8 
1 

 
26 
67 
10 

   
 

1 

 

New Jersey 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Tax 
Municipal 

 
377 
734 

345 

 
733 

733 

3 

 
289 
6 

306 

 
88 
1 

39 

 
331 
7 

223 

 
28 
 

24 

 
16 
 

14 

 
2 
 

1 

 
 
 

8335 

New Mexico 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Magistrate 
Metropolitan/Bernalillo County 
Municipal 
Probate 

 
75 
62 
16 
85 
33 

 
6 
4 
4 

VA 
2 

 
57 
49 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
18 
13 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
48 
30 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
3 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
23 
25 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
136 

736 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

New York 

GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Supreme  
County 
Claims 
Surrogates’ 
Family 
District39 

City 
NYC Civil 
NYC Criminal 
Town & Village Justice 

 
498 
111 
60 
20 
95 

167 
40 

132 
36 

2,300 

 
14 
10 
9 

1038 

10 
6 

10 
1041 

10 
VA 

 
368 
100 
53 
15 
48 

132 
40 

67 
22 

N/S 

 
130 
11 
7 
5 

47 
35 
40 

65 
14 

N/S 

 
415 
105 
48 
19 
84 

146 
40 

78 
25 

N/S 

 
50 
4 
2 
 

5 
9 
40 

20 
5 

N/S 

 
20 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

18 
4 

N/S 

 
5 
 
 
 

1 
 
 

7 
 

N/S 

 
1037 

237 

737 

137 

137 

1237 

40 

942 

237 

N/S 

North Carolina 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 

 
10543 

234 

 
844 

4 

 
97 

168 

 
8 

66 

 
86 

202 

 
17 
29 

 
1 

  
145 

345 

North Dakota 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal 

 
42 
80 

 
6 
4 

 
35 
80 

 
7 

 
42 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

Ohio 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Common Pleas 
Municipal 
County 
Claims 
Mayor’s 

 
384 
200 
46 
2 

322 

 
6 
6 
6 
49 

DU 

 
303 
148 
41 
2 

N/S 

 
81 
52 
5 
 

N/S 

 
353 
173 
40 
2 

N/S 

 
11 
22 
1 
 

N/S 

 
 
 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 
 
 

N/S 

 
2046 

547 

548 

 
N/S 

Oklahoma 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal Not of Record 
Municipal of Record 
Workers’ Compensation 
Tax Review 

 
22150 

350 
26 
10 
3 

 
451 

2 
2 
6 

DU 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition* 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

    
Oregon 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Tax 
County 
Justice 
Municipal 

 
169 
1 
7 

30 
225 

 
6 
6 
6 
6 

LD 

 
121 
1 
5 

N/S 
N/S 

 
48 
 

2 
N/S 
N/S 

 
157 

1 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
1 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
3 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
1 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
752 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

Pennsylvania 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Common Pleas 
Philadelphia Municipal 
Magisterial District Judge54 
Philadelphia Traffic 

 
49353 

3153 

61853 

953 

 
10 
6 
6 
6 

 
398 
21 

464 
5 

 
95 
10 

154 
4 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

Puerto Rico 
GJ First Instance 

 
32855 

 
1256 

 
NR 

 
NR 

 
NR 

 
NR 

 
NR 

 
NR 

 
NR 

Rhode Island 
GJ
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Workers’ Compensation 
District 
Family 
Probate 
Municipal 
Traffic Tribunal 

 
2657 

9 
1557 

2057 

39 
21 
757 

 
Life 
VA 
Life 
Life 
2 
2 

VA 

 
17 
6 

10 
11 

N/S 
N/S 
4 

 
9 
3 
5 
9 

N/S 
N/S 
3 

 
24 
9 

13 
20 

N/S 
N/S 
6 

 
2 
 

1 
 

N/S 
N/S 
1 

 
 
 

1 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 

 
 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 

 
 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 

 

South Carolina 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Family 
Magistrate 
Probate 
Municipal 

 
4558 

5158 

309 
46 

328 

 
6 
6 
4 
4 

2-4 

 
42 
38 

23359 

23 
21460 

 
4 

14 
5759 

23 
6060 

 
41 
51 

238 
44 

237 

 
5 
1 

76 
2 

45 

  
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 

1961 

South Dakota 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Magistrate 

 
38 
14 

 
8 
4 

 
34 
9 

 
4 
5 

 
38 
14 

 
 
 

   

Tennessee 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Chancery 
Criminal 
Probate 
Juvenile 
Municipal 
General Sessions 

 
83 
34 
33 
2 

17 
170 

15462 

 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 

LD 
8 

 
71 
27 
24 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
12 
7 
9 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
80 
31 
29 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
3 
3 
4 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

Texas 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
County-level 
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 

 
424 
481 
826 

1,343 

 
4 
4 
4 

LD 

 
315 
390 

54766 

87968 

 
109 
91 

26266 

40568 

 
346 
347 
451 
590 

 
13 
6 

19 
15 

 
49 
48 
87 
80 

 
163 

 
 

263 

 
1564 

8065 

26967 

65669 

Utah 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Justice 
Juvenile 

 
70 

120 
26 

 
670 

4 
670 

 
62 
70 
17 

 
8 

50 
9 

 
65 

117 
24 

 
1 
1 

 
1 
1 
2 

 
2 
1 

 
171 

Vermont 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Family 
Probate 
Environmental 
Judicial Bureau 

 
14 
17 
572 

18 
2 
3 

 
6 
6 

672 

4 
6 
6 

 
8 

12 
172 

11 
1 

 
6 
5 

472 

7 
1 
3 

 
14 
17 
572 

17 
2 
3 

   
 
 
 

1 
 
 

 

Virginia 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
156 
239 

 
8 
6 

 
140 
180 

 
16 
59 

 
139 
212 

 
17 
27 
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   Gender Race and ethnic composition* 
 Number 

of judges 
Length of 

term (years)
 

Male 
 
Female 

 
White 

Black or African 
American 

Hispanic or 
Latino 

 
Asian 

 
Other 

    
Washington 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Municipal 

 
179 
109 
98 

 
4 
4 
4 

 
12573 

79 
7574 

 
5273 

30 
1274 

 
160 
105 
83 

 
11 
1 
2 

 
2 
 

2 

 
4 
3 

 
273 

 
1174 

West Virginia 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Magistrate 
Municipal 
Family 

 
65 

158 
122 
35 

 
8 
4 

LD 
875 

 
63 
95 

N/S 
21 

 
2 

63 
N/S 
14 

 
63 

157 
N/S 
35 

 
2 
1 

N/S 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wisconsin 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Municipal 

 
240 
232 

 
6 

2-4 

 
209 
191 

 
31 
41 

 
229 
N/S 

 
6 

N/S 

 
3 

N/S 

 
 

N/S 

 
276 

N/S 

Wyoming 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Circuit 
Municipal 

 
2077 

24 
81 

 
6 
4 

LD 

 
18 
21 
65 

 
2 
3 

16 

 
20 
24 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 

 
 
 

N/S 
 
*Some states, as a matter of policy, do not release information on the composition of their bench.  In addition, in many states there is no state-level body 
with responsibility for collecting information on the bench of limited jurisdiction courts that are primarily or exclusively locally funded. 
 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: 
1 The length of term for Municipal Court judges is two years if the position is part-
time. 
 
Alaska: 
2 The initial term for Superior Court judges is three years. 
 
Arizona: 
3 Includes the Superior Court judge/judges who also serve on the Tax Court. 
4 Also includes Superior Court judges that are Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 
5 One judge of the Superior Court is American Indian/Alaska Native. 
6 The length of term for the Municipal Court varies by court, but the minimum 
term is two years. 
 
Colorado: 
7 The initial term for District Court, Denver Probate Court, Denver Juvenile Court, 
and County Court judges is two years. 
8 District Court judges serve as Water Court judges. 
9 The length of term for Municipal Court judges varies by court, but the term is not 
less than two years. 
 
Connecticut: 
10 One Superior Court judge is a Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 
 
Delaware: 
11 The initial term for Justices of the Peace is four years. 
12 One Common Pleas Court judge is American Indian/Alaska Native. 
 
Florida: 
13 The ethnicity of these judges is not known. 
 
Georgia: 
14 The ethnicity of these judges is not known. 
15 Three Magistrate Court judges are American Indian/Alaska Native, and the 
ethnicity of 65 judges is not known. 
16 One Municipal/City of Atlanta Court judge is multi-racial, and the ethnicity of 42 
judges is not known. 
 
Hawaii: 
17 The Family Court is a division of the Circuit Court.  Family Court judges are 
either Circuit Court judges assigned to the Family Court or are District Court-level 
judges (district/family judges). 
18 Seven Circuit Court judges and eight District Court judges are Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 
 
 
 

Iowa: 
19 The number of District Court judges includes associate judges and 
magistrates. 
20 The initial term for District judges is at least one year.  Associate judges serve 
a term of four years with an initial term of at least one year, and magistrate 
judges serve a term of four years. 
 
Kansas: 
21 The number of District Court judges includes magistrates. 
 
Louisiana: 
22 The ethnicity of one Justice of the Peace is not known. 
 
Michigan: 
23 The ethnicity of six Probate Court judges is not known. 
 
Minnesota: 
24 One District Court judge is an American Indian/Alaska Native. 
 
Mississippi: 
25 Municipal Court judges usually serve a term of four years. 
 
Missouri: 
26 The number of Circuit Court judges includes associate judges. 
27 Associate Circuit judges serve a term of four years. 
28 Includes Circuit Court judges that are Hispanic or Latino, Asian, and American 
Indian/Alaska Native. 
 
Montana: 
29 There are actually 42 District Court judges.  Three of those judges serve the 
Water Court and are included in the data for that court. 
30 The Justice of the Peace Court and the City Court share a number of judges.  
As such, the number of judges listed for these courts is inflated. 
 
Nebraska: 
31 The initial term for Nebraska judges is at least three but no more than five 
years. 
 
Nevada: 
32 The ethnicity of these judges is not known. 
 
New Jersey: 
33 After an initial seven-year term, the reappointment term for Superior and Tax 
Court judges is open-ended until mandatory retirement at age 70. 
34 There are actually 12 authorized Tax Court judges.  Five of those judges are 
temporarily assigned to the Superior Court and are included in the data for that 
court. 
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35 One Municipal Court judge is American Indian/Alaska Native and the ethnicity 
of 82 judges is unknown.  
 
New Mexico: 
36 One District Court judge and seven Magistrate Court judges are American 
Indian/Alaska Native. 
 
New York: 
37 The ethnicity of these judges is not known. 
38 Surrogate Court judges in New York City serve a term of 14 years. 
39 The number of judges and the gender/ethnic composition for the District Court 
includes City Court judges, but does not include part-time judicial positions. 
40 This information is Included in the District Court data. 
41 Housing judges within the New York City Civil Court serve a term of five years. 
42 One New York City Civil (Housing) Court judge is American Indian/Alaska 
Native and the ethnicity of eight judges is not known. 
 
North Carolina: 
43 The number of Superior Court judges includes special judges. 
44 Special judges serve a term of four years. 
45 One Superior Court judge and three District Court judges are American 
Indian/Alaska Native. 
 
Ohio: 
46 One Court of Common Pleas judge is American Indian/Alaska Native, four 
judges are bi-racial, and the ethnicity of 15 judges is not known. 
47 Two Municipal Court judges are bi-racial, and the ethnicity of three judges is 
not known. 
48 One County Court judge is bi-racial, and the ethnicity of four judges is not 
known. 
49 Court of Claims judges are temporarily assigned by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 
 
Oklahoma: 
50 The number of District Court judges includes associate judges and special 
judges. 
51 District and associate judges serve terms of four years; special judges serve at 
pleasure. 
 
Oregon: 
52 Two Circuit Court judges are American Indian/Alaska Native and the ethnicity 
of five judges is not known. 
 
Pennsylvania: 
53 These numbers include both active and senior judges. 
54 Effective January 2005 the Pittsburgh City Magistrate’s Court merged with the 
District Justice Court, which was renamed the Magisterial District Judges Court. 
 
Puerto Rico: 
55 The number of Court of First Instance judges includes Municipal Division 
judges. 

56 Municipal Division judges serve a term of eight years. 
 
Rhode Island: 
57 The number of judges includes magistrates. 
 
South Carolina: 
58 Four to five judges are currently working as active retired judges. 
59 The gender of 28 Magistrate Court judges is not known. 
60 The gender of 31 Municipal Court judges is not known. 
61 The ethnicity of these judges is not known. 
 
Tennessee: 
62 The number of General Sessions Court judges includes judges that also serve 
the Juvenile Court. 
 
Texas: 
63 This classification includes Pacific Islander. 
64 Two District Court judges are American Indian/Alaska Native, and the ethnicity 
of 13 judges is not known. 
65 The ethnicity of 80 County-level Court judges is not known. 
66 The gender of 17 Justices of the Peace is not known. 
67 One Justice of the Peace is American Indian/Alaska Native and the ethnicity of 
268 justices is not known. 
68 The gender of 59 Municipal Court judges is not known. 
69 Five Municipal Court judges are American Indian/Alaska Native and the 
ethnicity of 656 judges is not known. 
 
Utah: 
70 The initial term of appointment is until the next general election immediately 
following the third year from the time of the initial appointment. 
71 One District Court judge is Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 
 
Vermont: 
72 Superior and District Court judges serve the Family Court. 
 
Washington: 
73 The gender and race and ethnic composition data do not include two Superior 
Court judges. 
74 The gender and race and ethnic composition data do not include 11 Municipal 
Court judges. 
 
West Virginia: 
75 The initial term for Family Court judges is six years. 
 
Wisconsin: 
76 One Circuit Court judge is Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander and the ethnicity of 
one judge is not known. 
 
Wyoming: 
77 The number of District Court judges increased to 21 in 2005. 
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 How judges are selected and their terms of service 
on the bench differ sharply between the federal and 
state courts, and the differences among states are often 
nearly as significant.  All federal judges are nominated 
by the President and serve “during good behavior” once 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate unless they resign or are 
impeached and convicted by the U.S. Congress. State 
court judges are likely to face an election as a part of 
their selection process and to serve fixed terms, which 
for COLR justices range between six and 14 years (15 
years in the District of Columbia).  Only Rhode Island 
offers appellate judges lifetime appointments, while the 
judges of Massachusetts’s and Puerto Rico’s Supreme 
Court serve until age 70 (Table 2). 
 
 Judicial selection occurs for three purposes in the 
state courts: to fill an unexpired term upon the 
retirement, resignation, or death of an incumbent judge; 
to select for a full term; and at the end of a special term.  
Table 4 describes the various ways in which appellate 
justices and judges are selected, for “unexpired” and 
“full” terms, as well as for subsequent terms, while Table 
6 describes procedures for selecting trial court judges. 
 
 One marker for examining the diverse selection 
methods adopted by the states is the “Missouri Plan.”  In 
1940, the State of Missouri amended its constitution to 
establish a statewide nominating committee for appellate 
judgeships and circuit-level commissions for general 
jurisdiction trial court judgeships. A judge, 
representatives of the state bar association, and non-
lawyers appointed by the governor make up the 
committee.  The governor must appoint one of the 
committee’s three nominees to fill a vacancy.  The new 
appointee then faces a retention election in one year’s 
time, running against their own record and further 
retention elections at 12-year intervals.  Thirty-seven 
states use some form of judicial nominating commission 
in judicial selection, which became popular in the 1970s 
(Table 8), although only 15 combine such a commission 
with retention elections on the Missouri model (Tables 4 
and 6). 
 
 Since 1998, two states changed from partisan to 
non-partisan judicial elections.  In Arkansas the public 
voted in November 2000 to make all judicial elections 
non-partisan.  North Carolina made that change for 
District Court trial judges in 2000 and for all appellate 
judges in 2002.  
  
 All appellate courts and most trial courts have a 
chief justice or judge.  Table 4 explains how chief 
justices and chief judges of COLRs and IACs are 
selected in each state.  The length of their term in office 
can also be found in the table.  How trial court chief 
judges (sometimes termed presiding judges) are 
selected is detailed in Table 6.  The judges in a district or 
circuit typically select one of their peers to serve as the 

chief judge for a fixed number of years, but the 
appointment may be made at the state level by the 
governor, Chief Justice of the COLR, or the COLR 
collectively.  In some instances a specific individual is 
elected or appointed as the chief judge and holds that 
title throughout their tenure.  In other trial courts, 
seniority establishes who is selected as the chief judge. 
 
 Qualifications for service as a judge are stated in the 
constitutions and statutes of the various states.  Tables 5 
and 7 indicate the constitutionally or statutorily mandated 
qualifications in terms of residency, age, and legal 
credentials that are mandated for appellate and trial 
court judgeships, respectively.  Many states require 
judges to participate in some form of legal education 
beyond the Continuing Legal Education expected of all 
state bar members.  Mandatory judicial education is 
accomplished through a wide range of judicial branch 
and private entities and is funded by a variety of sources 
(Table 9). 
 
 Nineteen states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico make formal provision for an ongoing evaluation of 
judicial performance (Table 10).  States with retention 
elections for judges are the most likely to evaluate 
performance and make public the results, but some with 
nonpartisan elections do so as well (Minnesota), as do 
many with a system of judicial appointments 
(Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont).  Table 10 identifies the body 
responsible for operating the program, the implementing 
authority, the membership of the evaluating body, and 
how the evaluation is undertaken.   
 
 Judicial conduct organizations are the main arbiters 
of what constitutes judicial misconduct in the states. 
Conduct organizations investigate complaints against 
members of the judiciary and typically include a mix of 
judges, lawyers, and ordinary citizens.  The adjudicatory 
function is usually exercised by the COLR, although 
sometimes the original conduct organization both 
investigates and adjudicates complaints.  In such 
instances there is usually a right of appeal to the state’s 
COLR. Table 11 highlights the various investigating and 
adjudicating bodies as well as their respective 
organizational structure. This table also indicates which 
court or other entity adjudicates complaints, hears 
appeals, has final disciplinary authority, and at what 
point reprimands are made public. 
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 Appellate judges Chief justice/judge 
  

Method of selection 
 

 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 

appointment Term (years) 
Alabama 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Civil Appeals  
Court of Criminal Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
SW 
SW 
SW 

 
NP 
CS 
SN 

 
6 
ID 
ID 

Alaska 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE1 

RE1 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
SCJ 

 
3 
2 

Arizona 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 

RE 

 
SW 
DS 

 
CS 
CS 

 
5 
1 

Arkansas 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
DS 

 
NP 
SCJ 

 
8 
4 

California 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeal 

 
GU 
GU 

 
GU 
GU 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
DS 

 
GU 
GU 

 
12 
12 

Colorado 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
SCJ 

 
ID 
AP 

Connecticut 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Appellate Court 

 

GNL 

GNL 

 
GNL 

GNL 

 
GNL 

GNL 

 
SW 
SW 

 
GNL 

SCJ 

 
8 
ID 

Delaware 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GNL 

 
GNL 

 
GNL 

 
SW 

 
GU 

 
12 

District of Columbia 
SC Court of Appeals 

 
2 

 
2 

 
2 

 
SW3 

 
JN 

 
4 

Florida 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
District Courts of Appeal 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 

 
DS and SW4 

DS 

 
CS 
CS 

 
2 
2 

Georgia 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
SN 

 
2 
2 

Hawaii 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Intermediate Court of Appeals 

 
GNL 
GNL 

 
GNL 
GNL 

 
JN 
JN 

 
SW 
SW 

 
GNL 
GNL 

 
10 
10 

Idaho 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
SCJ 

 
4 
2 

Illinois 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Appellate Court 

 
CS 
SC 

 
PE 
PE 

 
RE 
RE 

 
DS 
DS 

 
CS 
CS 

 
3 
1 

Indiana 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals  
Tax Court 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 

GN 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
DS 
SW 

 
JN 
CS 
~ 

 
5 
3 
~ 

Iowa 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
CS 

 
85 

2 

Kansas 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 

 
SN 
SC 

 
ID 
ID 

Kentucky 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
DS 
DS 

 
CS 
CS 

 
4 
4 

Louisiana 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeal 

 

CS6 

SC6 

 
PE7 

PE7 

 
PE7 

PE7 

 
DS 
DS 

 
SN 
SN 

 
DU 
DU 
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 Appellate judges Chief justice/judge 
  

Method of selection 
 

 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 

appointment Term (years) 
       
Maine 
SC Supreme Judicial Court 

 
GL 

 
GL 

 
GL 

 
SW 

 
GU 

 
7 

Maryland 
SC 
IA 

Court of Appeals  
Court of Special Appeals 

 
GNL 
GNL 

 
GNL 
GNL 

 
RE 
RE 

 
DS 
DS 

 
GU 
GU 

 
ID 
ID 

Massachusetts 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Judicial Court  
Appeals Court 

 
~8 

~8 

 
GNE9 

GNE9 

 
~10 

~10 

 
SW 
SW 

 
GE11 

GE11 

 
To age 70 
To age 70 

Michigan 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP12 

NP12 

 
NP12 

NP12 

 
SW 
DS 

 
CS 
SC 

 
2 
2 

Minnesota 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
SW 

 
GU 
GU 

 
6 
3 

Mississippi 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
DS 
DS 

 
SN 
SCJ 

 
DU 
4 

Missouri 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
DS 

 
CS 
CS 

 
2 

213 

Montana 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GNL 

 
NP 

 
NP14 

 
SW 

 
NP 

 
8 

Nebraska 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 

GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW and DS15 

DS 

 
GN 

CS16 

 
DU 
2 

Nevada 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GN 

 
NP 

 
NP 

 
SW 

 
Rotation 

 
217 

New Hampshire 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GE 

 
GE 

 
~18 

 
SW 

 
SN 

 
5 

New Jersey 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Superior Court, Appellate Div. 

 
GL 
GL 

 

GL 
GL19 

 
GL 

GL19 

 
SW 
SW 

 
GL 

SCJ 

 
DU 
AP 

New Mexico 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 

GN 

 
PE 
PE 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
CS 

 
2 
2 

New York 
SC 
IA 

Court of Appeals  
Supreme Ct., Appellate Div. 

 

GNL 
GN 

 
GNL 
GN 

 
GNL 
GN 

 
SW 

SW20 

 
GN 
GN 

 
14 
DU 

North Carolina 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP 

NP 

 
NP 

NP 

 
SW 
SW 

 
NP 
SCJ 

 
8 

AP 

North Dakota 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GN21 

 
NP 

 
NP 

 
SW 

 
CS22 

 
523 

Ohio 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
PE24 

PE24 

 
PE24 

PE24 

 
SW 
DS 

 
PE24 

CS25 

 
6 

Calendar year

Oklahoma 
SC 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals  
Court of Civil Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 
RE 

 
DS 
DS 
DS 

 
CS 
CS 
CS 

 
DU 
5 
5 

Oregon 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
SCJ 

 
6 
2 
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 Appellate judges Chief justice/judge 
  

Method of selection 
 

 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 

appointment Term (years) 
       
Pennsylvania 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Superior Court 
Commonwealth Court 

 
GL 
GL 
GL 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
RE 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 
SW 

 
SN 
CS 
CS 

 
DU 
5 
5 

Puerto Rico 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GL 
GL 

 
GL 
GL 

 
~26 

GL 

 
SW 
SW 

 
GL 

SCJ 

 
To age 70 

At pleasure 

Rhode Island 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GN 

 
GN 

 
~27 

 
SW 

 
GN 

 
Life 

South Carolina 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
LA 
LA 

 
LA 
LA 

 
LA 
LA 

 
SW 
SW 

 
LA 
LA 

 
10 
6 

South Dakota 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GN 

 
GN 

 
RE 

 
DS and SW28 

 
CS 

 
4 

Tennessee 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals  
Court of Criminal Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
CS 
CS 

 
4 

1 term 
1 term 

Texas 
SC 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals  
Courts of Appeals 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
SW 
SW 
DS 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
6 
6 
6 

Utah 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GNL 
GNL 

 

GNL 
GNL 

 
RE 
RE 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
CS 

 
4 
2 

Vermont 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GNL 

 
GNL 

 
LA 

 
SW 

 
GNL 

 
6 

Virginia 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GU29 

GU29 

 
LA 
LA 

 
LA 
LA 

 
SW 
SW 

 
CS 
CS 

 
4 
4 

Washington 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeals 

 

GU 
GU 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
DS 

 
CS 

CS30 

 
4 

231 

West Virginia 
SC Supreme Court of Appeals 

 
GU32 

 
PE 

 
PE 

 
SW 

 
SN 

 
1 

Wisconsin 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
GN 
GN 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
SW 
DS 

 
SN 
SC 

 
Until declined 

3 

Wyoming 
SC Supreme Court 

 
GN 

 
GN 

 
RE 

 
SW 

 
CS 

 
4 

 
 
ABBREVIATIONS: 
AP = At pleasure 
CS = Court selection 
DS = District 
DU = Duration of service 
GE = Gubernatorial appointment with approval of elected executive 
council 
GL = Gubernatorial appointment with consent of the legislature 
GN = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission 
GNE = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission 
with approval of elected executive council 
GNL = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission 
with consent of the legislature 

 
GU = Gubernatorial appointment 
ID = Indefinite 
JN = Judicial nominating commission appoints 
LA = Legislative appointment 
NP = Non-partisan election 
PE = Partisan election 
RE = Retention election 
SC = Court of last resort appoints 
SCJ = Chief justice/judge of the court of last resort appoints 
SN = Seniority 
SW = Statewide 
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FOOTNOTES:

Alaska: 
1 A judge must run for a retention election at the next election, immediately 
following the third year from the time of initial appointment. 
 
District of Columbia: 
2 Initial appointment is made by the President of the United States and confirmed 
by the Senate.  Six months prior to the expiration of the term of office, the judge’s 
performance is reviewed by the tenure commission.  Those found “well qualified” 
are automatically reappointed.  If a judge is found to be “qualified” the President 
may nominate the judge for an additional term (subject to Senate confirmation).  
If the President does not wish to reappoint the judge, the District of Columbia 
Nomination Commission compiles a new list of candidates. 
3 The geographic basis of selection is the District of Columbia. 
 
Florida: 
4 Five justices are selected by region (based on the District Courts of Appeal) and 
two justices are selected statewide. 
 
Iowa: 
5 The Chief Justice serves either eight years or the duration of his/her term. 
 
Louisiana: 
6 The person selected by the Supreme Court is prohibited from running for that 
judgeship; an election is held within one year to serve the remainder of the term. 
7 Louisiana uses a blanket primary, in which all candidates appear with party 
labels on the primary ballot.  The two top vote getters compete in the general 
election. 
 
Massachusetts: 
8 There are no expired judicial terms.  A judicial term expires upon the death, 
resignation, retirement, or removal of an incumbent. 
9 The Executive (Governor’s) Council is made up of nine people elected by 
geographical area and presided over by the Lieutenant Governor. 
10 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior to age 70. 
11 Chief Justice, in the appellate courts, is a separate judicial office from that of 
an Associate Judge.  Chief Justices are appointed, until age 70, by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Executive (Governor’s) Council. 
 
Michigan: 
12 Candidates may be nominated by political parties and are elected on a 
nonpartisan ballot. 
 
Missouri: 
13 Terms are two years in length in the Western and Southern districts; one year 
in length in the Eastern district. 
 
Montana: 
14 If the justice/judge is unopposed, a retention election is held. 
 
Nebraska: 
15 Chief Justices are selected statewide while Associate Justices are selected by 
district. 
 

16 The Chief Justice/Judge is selected by a majority vote of the Court of Appeals 
with ratification of the selection by the Supreme Court. 
 
Nevada: 
17 The term may be split between eligible justices. 
 
New Hampshire: 
18 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior to age 70. 
 
New Jersey: 
19 All Superior Court judges, including Appellate Division judges, are subject to 
gubernatorial reappointment and consent by the Senate after an initial seven-
year term.  Among all the judges, the Chief Justice designates the judges of the 
Appellate Division. 
 
New York: 
20 The Presiding Judge of each Appellate Division must be a resident of the 
department. 
 
North Dakota: 
21 The Governor may appoint from a list of names or call a special election at his 
discretion. 
22 Selection is done by the judges of both the Supreme and District courts. 
23 The term of the Chief Justice is five years or until the judge’s term expires, 
whichever occurs first. 
 
Ohio: 
24 Party affiliation is not included on the ballot in the general election, but 
candidates are chosen through partisan primary nominations. 
25 Selection is done by the judges of each district. 
 
Puerto Rico: 
26 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior to age 70. 
 
Rhode Island: 
27 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior for a life 
tenure. 
 
South Dakota: 
28 Initial selection is by district, but retention selection is statewide. 
 
Virginia: 
29 Gubernatorial appointment is for interim appointments. 
 
Washington: 
30 The Chief Judge is chosen by the Division judges.  The Presiding Chief Judge 
is chosen by court selection, but the position rotates among the three divisions. 
31 The term of the Presiding Chief Judge is one year. 
 
West Virginia: 
32 Appointment is effective only until the next election year; the appointee may 
run for election to any remaining portion of the unexpired term.
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 Residency requirement Age  
 Local State Minimum Maximum Legal credentials 
Alabama 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Civil Appeals  
Court of Criminal Appeals 

 
 

 
1 year 
1 year 
1 year 

 
 

 
701 

70 
70 

 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 

Alaska 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 

 
5 years 
5 years 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
8 years practice 
8 years practice 

Arizona 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
] 

 
10 years 
5 years 

 

 
30 

 
70 
70 

 
10 years state bar 
5 years state bar 

Arkansas 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
] 

 
2 years 
2 years 

 
30 
30 

 
 

 
8 years licensed in state 
8 years licensed in state 

California 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeal 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
10 years state bar 
10 years state bar 

Colorado 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
72 
72 

 
5 years state bar 
5 years state bar 

Connecticut 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Appellate Court 

 

 
 

 

] 
] 

 

 
 

70 
70 

 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 

Delaware 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
] 

   
“Learned in law” 

District of Columbia 
SC Court of Appeals 

 
90 days 

 
] 

 
 

 
74 

 
5 years state bar 

Florida 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
District Courts of Appeal 

 
]

2 

]

2 

 
] 

]

3 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
10 years state bar 
10 years state bar 

Georgia 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
4 

4 

 
7 years state bar 
7 years state bar 

Hawaii 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Intermediate Court of Appeals 

 
 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
10 years state bar 
10 years state bar 

Idaho 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
2 years 
2 years 

 
30 
30 

 
 

 
10 years state bar 
10 years state bar 

Illinois 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Appellate Court 

 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
75 
75 

 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 

Indiana 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals  
Tax Court 

 
 
] 

 

 
] 
] 

2 years 

  
75 
75 
 

 
10 years state bar5 

10 years state bar5 

5 years state bar 

Iowa 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
72 
72 

 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 

Kansas 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
30 
30 

 
706 

75 

 
10 years active and continuous practice7 

10 years active and continuous practice7 

Kentucky 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
2 years 
2 years 

 
2 years 
2 years 

 
 

 
 

 
8 years state bar/licensed attorney 
8 years state bar/licensed attorney 

Louisiana 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeal 

 

2 years 
2 years 

 

2 years 
2 years 

 
 

 
708 

708 

 
5 years state bar 
5 years state bar 
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 Residency requirement Age  
 Local State Minimum Maximum Legal credentials 
Maine 
SC Supreme Judicial Court 

 
 

 
 

   
“Learned in law” 

Maryland 
SC 
IA 

Court of Appeals  
Court of Special Appeals 

 
6 months 
6 months 

 
5 years 
5 years 

 
30 
30 

 
70 
70 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 

Massachusetts 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Judicial Court  
Appeals Court 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

70 
70 

 

 

Michigan 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
]

9 

 

] 
] 

  
7510 

7510 

 
State bar member; at least 5 years practice 
State bar member 

Minnesota 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 

Varies 

 
 
 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 

Mississippi 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
]

11 

]

11 

 
5 years 
5 years 

 
30 
30 

 
 

 
5 years state bar 
5 years state bar 

Missouri 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
] 

 
9 years12 

9 years12 

 
30 
30 

 
70 
70 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 

Montana 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
2 years 

   
5 years state bar 

Nebraska 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
] 
] 

 
3 years 
] 

 
30 
30 

 
 

 

5 years practice 
5 years practice 

Nevada 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
2 years 

 
25 

 
 

 
State bar member13 

New Hampshire 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
70 

 
 

New Jersey 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Superior Court, Appellate Div. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

70 
70 

 
Minimum 10 years practice in state 
Minimum 10 years practice in state 

New Mexico 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 

 
 

 
3 years 
3 years 

 
35 
35 

 
 

 
10 years practice and/or current state judge 
10 years practice and/or current state judge 

New York 
SC 
IA 

Court of Appeals  
Supreme Ct., Appellate Div. 

 
 
]

14 

 
] 
] 

 
 

18 

 

70 
7015 

 
10 years state bar 
10 years state bar 

North Carolina 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

72 
72 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 

North Dakota 
SC Supreme Court 

 

 
 
] 

   

License to practice law 

Ohio 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeals 

 
 
]

16 

 

] 
] 

 

 
 

70 
70 

 

6 years practice 
6 years practice 

Oklahoma 
SC 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals  
Court of Civil Appeals 

 
1 year 
1 year 
]

17 

 
] 
] 
] 

 
30 
30 
 

 
 

 
5 years state bar 
5 years state bar 
18 

Oregon 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
3 years 

 

 
 

 
75 
75 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 
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 Residency requirement Age  
 Local State Minimum Maximum Legal credentials 
Pennsylvania 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Superior Court 
Commonwealth Court 

 
 
 
 

 
1 year 
1 year 
1 year 

 
 

 
70 
70 
70 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 

Puerto Rico 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
5 years 
5 years 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
10 years state bar 
10 years state bar 

Rhode Island 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
 

 
21 

 
 

 
License to practice law 

South Carolina 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
5 years 
5 years 

 
32 
32 

 
72 
72 

 
8 years state bar 
8 years state bar 

South Dakota 
SC Supreme Court 

 
] 

 
] 

 
 

 

70 
 
State bar member 

Tennessee 
SC 
IA 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals  
Court of Criminal Appeals 

 
]

19 

]

20 

]

20 

 
5 years 
5 years 
5 years 

 
35 
30 
30 

 
 

 
Qualified to practice law 
Qualified to practice law 
Qualified to practice law 

Texas 
SC 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court 
Court of Criminal Appeals  
Courts of Appeals 

 
 
 
] 

 
] 
] 
] 

 
35 
35 
35 

 
74 
74 
74 

 
21 

21 

21 

Utah 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
 
 

 
5 years 
3 years 

 
30 
25 

 
75 
75 

 
Admitted to practice law 
Admitted to practice law 

Vermont 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
90 

 
5 years state bar 

Virginia 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
7022 

7023 

 
5 years state bar 
5 years state bar 

Washington 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Courts of Appeals 

 
1 year 
1 year 

 
1 year 
1 year 

 
 

 

75 
75 

 

State bar member 
5 years state bar 

West Virginia 
SC Supreme Court of Appeals 

 

 
 

5 years 
 

30 
 
 

 
10 years state bar 

Wisconsin 
SC 
IA 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 

 
10 days 
10 days 

 
10 days 
10 days 

 
 

 
 

 
5 years state bar 
5 years state bar 

Wyoming 
SC Supreme Court 

 
 

 
3 years 

 
30 

 
70 

 
9 years state bar 

 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: 
1 The age prohibition of §6.16 is not a qualification for office; it only deals with 
retirement. 
 
Florida: 
2 The candidate must be a resident of the district at the time of original 
appointment. 
3 The candidate must reside within the territorial jurisdiction of the court. 
 
Georgia: 
4 There is a maximum retirement age in order to be eligible for certain benefits. 
 
Indiana: 
5 Five years of service as a general jurisdiction judge may be substituted. 
 
Kansas: 
6 A judge may complete the term in which age 70 is attained. 

7 Relevant legal experience, such as being a member of a law faculty or sitting as 
a judge, may qualify under the 10-year requirement. 
 
Louisiana: 
8 Seventy-five is the maximum age for judges who began serving under the old 
constitution.  Judges who attain the age of 70 while serving a term of office are 
allowed to complete that term. 
 
Michigan: 
9 A judge must reside within the district. 
10 A judge may serve to age 75.  He/she may not begin a term beyond age 70. 
 
Mississippi: 
11 A judge must reside within the district. 
 
Missouri: 
12 A judge must be a state voter for nine years. 
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Nevada: 
13 Effective October 1, 2005 the required legal credentials changed to a minimum 
of two years state bar member and at least 15 years of legal practice. 
 
New York: 
14 The local residency requirement applies to the Presiding Judge. 
15 A judge may serve up to age 76 if certified for continuing service. 
 
Ohio: 
16 A judge must reside within the district. 
 
Oklahoma: 
17 A judge must be a qualified elector in the district. 
18 Appellate judges must be a member of the state bar and have at least four 
years experience as a practicing attorney or as a judge of a court of record. 

 
Tennessee: 
19 One justice is selected from each of three divisions and two seats at large; no 
more than two may be from any grand division. 
20 A justice must reside in the grand division served. 
 
Texas: 
21 A judge must have spent ten years practicing law or served as a lawyer and 
judge of a court of record for at least 10 years.  
 
Virginia: 
22 This applies only to those justices elected or appointed to an original or 
subsequent term commencing after July 1, 1993. 
23 This applies unless “grandfathered.” 
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 Trial judges Presiding judge 
  

Method of selection 
 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 
selection 

 
 

Term (years) 
Alabama 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit  
District 
Municipal 
Probate 

 
GU1 

GU1 

MU 
GU 

 
PE 
PE 
MU 
PE 

 
PE 
PE 
RA 
PE 

 
Circuit 
County 

Municipality 
County 

 
CS2 

PCJ3 

MA 
~ 

 
3 
1 

AP 
~ 

Alaska 
GJ 
LG 
~ 

Superior 
District 
Magistrate’s Division 

 
GN 
GN 
PJ 

 
GN 
GN 
PJ 

 
RE4 

RE6 

PJ 

 
State5 

District 
District 

 
SCJ 

~ 
~ 

 
1 
~ 
~ 

Arizona 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 

Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 

 
GN or VA7 

CO 
CC10 

 
GN or NP8 

PE 
CC10 

 
NP or RE8 

PE 
CC10 

 
County 
Precinct 

Municipality 

 
SC 
CS9 

CS 

 
5 
2 

LD 

Arkansas 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 
City 

 
GU11 

GU 
LD 

 
NP 
NP 
LD 

 
NP 
NP 
LD 

 
Circuit 
District 

City 

 
CS 
~ 
~ 

 
2 
~ 
~ 

California 
GJ Superior 

 
GU 

 
NP 

 
NP12 

 
County 

 
CS 

 
113 

Colorado 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Denver Probate 
Denver Juvenile 
Water 
County 
Municipal 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

SC14 

GN 
MU 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 

SC14 

GN15 

MU 

 
RE 
RE 
RE 
RE 
RE 
RA 

 
District 
District 
District 
District 
County 

Municipality 

 
SCJ 
SCJ 
SCJ 
SCJ 
CS16 

~ 

 
AP 
AP 
AP 
AP 
AP 
~ 

Connecticut 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Probate 

 
GNL 

PE 

 
GNL 

PE 

 
GNL 

PE 

 
State 

District 

 
CA 
~ 

 
AP 
~ 

Delaware 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Chancery 
Justice of the Peace 
Family 
Common Pleas 
Alderman’s 

 
GNL 
GNL 

GNL17 

GNL 
GNL 
LD 

 
GNL 
GNL 

GNL17 

GNL 
GNL 
CC 

 
GNL 
GNL 
GU 

GNL 
GNL 
LD 

 
State 
State 

County 
County 
County 
Town 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 
~ 

 
12 
12 
4 

12 
12 
~ 

District of Columbia 
GJ Superior 

 
18 

 
18 

 
18 

 
State19 

 
SCJ 

 
4 

Florida 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
County 

 
GN 
GN 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
Circuit 
County 

 
CS20 

~ 

 
2 
~ 

Georgia 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Juvenile 
Civil 
State 
Probate 
Magistrate 
Municipal/of Columbus 
County Recorder’s 
Municipal/City of Atlanta 

 
GN 

CS21 

GU 
GU 
GU 
LD 
MA 
LD 
MU 

 
NP 

CS21 

PE 
NP 

PE23 

LD24 

Elected 
LD 
MU 

 
NP 

CS21 

PE 
NP 

PE23 

LD24 

Elected 
LD 
LD 

 
Circuit 

County/Circuit 
County 
County 
County 
County 

Municipality 
County 

Municipality 

 
CS 

SN22 

SN 
SN 
~ 

Elected 
~ 

SN 
~ 

 
LD 
LD 
LD 
LD 
~ 
4 
~ 

LD 
~ 

Hawaii 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
GNL 
SCJ25 

 
GNL 
SCJ25 

 
JN 
JN 

 
State 
Circuit 

 
SCJ 
SCJ 

 
AP 
AP 

Idaho 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Magistrate’s Division 

 
GN 
JN27 

 
NP 
JN27 

 
NP 
RE 

 
District 
County 

 
CS26 

~ 

 
326 

~ 
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 Trial judges Presiding judge 
  

Method of selection 
 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 
selection 

 
 

Term (years) 
       
Illinois 
GJ 
~ 

Circuit 
Associate Division 

 
SC 
SC 

 
PE 
PE 

 
RE 
RE 

 
Circuit/County28 

Circuit/County28 

 
CS 
~ 

 
VA 
~ 

Indiana 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Circuit 
Probate 
County 
City 
Town 
Small Claims/Marion County 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 

 
PE29 

PE30 

PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
PE29 

PE30 

PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
County 
County 
County 
County 

Municipality 
Municipality 
Township 

 
VA 
VA 
~ 

VA 
VA 
~ 

VA 

 
VA 
VA 
~ 

VA 
VA 
~ 

VA 

Iowa 
GJ District 

 
GN31 

 
GN31 

 
RE31 

 
District 

 
SCJ32 

 
2 

Kansas 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal 

 
GN and PE33 

MU 

 
GN and PE33 

MU 

 
RE and PE33 

MU 

 
District 

City 

 
SC 
MU 

 
2 

AP 

Kentucky 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
GN 
GN 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
Circuit 
District 

 
CS34 

CS34 

 
8 
4 

Louisiana 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Juvenile & Family 
Justice of the Peace 
Mayor’s 
City & Parish 

 
SC35 

SC35 

SC35 

MA 
SC35 

 
PE 
PE 

PE36 

LD 
PE 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 
LD 
PE 

 
District 
District 
Ward 
City 

Ward 

 
VA 
VA 
~ 
~ 

VA 

 
VA 
VA 
~ 
~ 

VA 

Maine 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Probate 

 
GL 
GL 
GU 

 
GL 
GL 
PE 

 
GL 
GL 
PE 

 
State 

State and District37 

County 

 
SCJ 
SCJ 

~ 

 
AP 
AP 
~ 

Maryland 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 
Orphan’s 

 
GNL  
GNL 
GU 

 
GNL  
GNL 
PE40 

 
NP 
RA 

PE40 

 
County 
District 
County 

 
SN38 

SCJ39 

LD 

 
AP 
AP 
LD 

Massachusetts 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District  
Probate & Family 
Juvenile 
Housing 
Boston Municipal 
Land 

 
~41 

~41 

~41 

~41 

~41 

~41 

~41 

 
GNE42 

GNE42 

GNE42 

GNE42 

GNE42 

GNE42 

GNE42 

 
~43 

~43 

~43 

~43 

~43 

~43 

~43 

 
State 
State 
State 
State 
State 
State 
State 

 
SC44 

SC44 

SC44 
SC44 

SC44 
SC44 
SC44 

 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

Michigan 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Claims 
District 
Probate 
Municipal 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 
GU 
LD 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 

 
Circuit 
Circuit 
District 

District and Circuit 
City 

 
SC 
SC 
SC 
SC 
SC 

 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

Minnesota 
GJ District 

 
GN 

 
NP 

 
NP 

 
District 

 
CS 

 
2 

Mississippi 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Chancery 
County 
Municipal 
Justice 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 
LD 
LD 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 
LD 
PE 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 
LD 
PE 

 
District 
District 
County 

Municipality 
District in County 

 
SN 
SN 
~ 
~ 
~ 

 
DU 
DU 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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 Trial judges Presiding judge 
  

Method of selection 
 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 
selection 

 
 

Term (years) 
       
Missouri 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Municipal 

 
GU and GN45 

LD 

 
PE and GN46 

LD 

 
PE and RE47 

LD 

 
Circuit/County48 

City 

 
CS 
~ 

 
2 
~ 

Montana 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Workers’ Compensation 
Water 
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 
City 

 
GN 
GN 

SCJ49 

CO 
MU 
CC 

 
NP 
GN 

SCJ49 

NP 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
RA 

SCJ50 

NP 
NP 
NP 

 
District 
State 
State 

County 
City 
City 

 
VA 
~ 

SCJ49 

~ 
~ 
~ 

 
VA 
~ 
4 
~ 
~ 
~ 

Nebraska 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Separate Juvenile 
County 
Workers’ Compensation 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 
GN 

 
RE 
RE 
RE 
RE 

 
District 
District 
District 
District 

 
CS 
CS 
CS 
CS 

 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Nevada 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Justice 
Municipal 

 
GN 
CO 
CC 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 

 
District 

Township 
City 

 
VA 
CS 
VA 

 
VA 
1 

VA 

New Hampshire 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Probate 

 
GE 
GE 
GE 

 
GE 
GE 
GE 

 
~51 

~51 

~51 

 
State 

District 
County 

 
SCJ 
GE 
~ 

 
To age 70 
To age 70 

~ 

New Jersey 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Tax 
Municipal 

 
GL 
GL 

MA or MU52 

 
GL 
GL 

MA or MU52 

 
GL 
GL 
MU 

 
County 
State 

Municipality 

 
SCJ 
SCJ 
MU 

 
AP 
AP 
3 

New Mexico 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Magistrate 
Metropolitan/Bernalillo County 
Municipal 
Probate 

 
GN 

GU 
GN 

MU 
CO 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
RE 
PE 
RE 
PE 
PE 

 
District 
County 
County 

City 
County 

 
CS 
CA 
CS 
~ 
~ 

 
3 

VA 
3 
~ 
~ 

New York 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Supreme  
County 
Claims 
Surrogates’ 
Family 
District 
City 
NYC Civil 
NYC Criminal 
Town & Village Justice 

 
GL 
GL 

GNL 
GNL 

GNL and MU54 

55 

Elected 
MA56 

MA 
LD 

 
PE 
PE 

GNL 
PE 

PE and MU54 

PE 
Elected 

PE 
MA 
LD 

 
PE 
PE 
GU 
PE 

PE and MU54 

PE 
LD 
PE 
MA 
LD 

 
District 
County 

State 
County 

County and NYC 
District 

City 
City 
City 

Town or Village 

 
53 

53 

53 

53 

53 

53 

53 

53 

53 

53 

 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 
N/S 

North Carolina 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 

 
GU 
GU 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
District 
District 

 
SN 
SCJ 

 
8 

AP 

North Dakota 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal 

 
GN 
MA 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
District 

City 

 
CS 
~ 

 
3 
~ 

Ohio 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Common Pleas 
Municipal 
County 
Claims 
Mayor’s 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 
SCJ 

Elected 

 
PE57 

PE57 

PE57 

SCJ 
PE 

 
PE57 

PE57 

PE57 

SCJ 
PE 

 
County 

County/City 
County 

~ 
City/Village 

 
CS 
CS 
~ 
~ 
~ 

 
1 
1 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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 Trial judges Presiding judge 
  

Method of selection 
 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 
selection 

 
 

Term (years) 
       
Oklahoma 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal Not of Record 
Municipal of Record 
Workers’ Compensation 
Tax Review 

 
GN58 

MM 
MU 
GN 
SCJ 

 
NP58 

MM 
MU 
GN 
SCJ 

 
NP58 

MM 
MU 
GN 
SCJ 

 
District 

Municipality 
Municipality 

State 
District 

 
CS 
~ 

MU 
GU 
~ 

 
VA 
~ 

VA 
2 
~ 

Oregon 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Tax 
County 
Justice 
Municipal 

 
GU 
GU 
CO 
GU 
CC 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 

CC/Elected 

 
NP 
NP 
NP 
NP 

CC/Elected 

 
District 
State 

County 
County 

60 

 
SCJ 
NP59 

~ 
~ 
~ 

 
2 

DU 
~ 
~ 
~ 

Pennsylvania 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Common Pleas 
Philadelphia Municipal 
Magisterial District Judges  
Philadelphia Traffic 

 
GL 
GL 
GL 
GL 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 

 
RE 
RE 
PE 
RE 

 
District 

City/County 
District 

City/County 

 
SN61 

CS 
~62 

GU 

 
5 
5 
~ 

5 or AP 

Puerto Rico 
GJ First Instance 

 
GL 

 
GL 

 
GL 

 
State 

 
~ 

 
~ 

Rhode Island 
GJ
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Workers’ Compensation 
District 
Family 
Probate 
Municipal 
Traffic Tribunal 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 
GN 
CC 
CC 
GN 

 
GN 
GN 
GN 
GN 

CC or MA 
CC or MA 

GN 

 
~63 

~63 

~63 

~63 

RA 
CC or MA 

~63 

 
State 
State 
State 
State 
Town 
Town 
State 

 
GU 
~ 

GU 
GU 
~ 
~ 
~ 

 
Life 
~ 

Life 
Life 
~ 
~ 
~ 

South Carolina 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Family 
Magistrate 
Probate 
Municipal 

 
LA64 and GN65 

LA 
GL 
GU 
CC 

 
LA and GN65 

LA 
GL 
PE 
CC 

 
LA and GL65 

LA 
GL 
PE 
CC 

 
Circuit and State65 

Circuit 
County 
County 
District 

 
SCJ 
SCJ 
SCJ 

~ 
~ 

 
6 months 
6 months 
6 months 

~ 
~ 

South Dakota 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Magistrate 

 
GN 
PJS 

 
NP 
PJS 

 
NP 
PJS 

 
Circuit 
Circuit 

 
SCJ66 

~ 

 
AP 
~ 

Tennessee 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Chancery 
Criminal 
Probate 
Juvenile 
Municipal 
General Sessions 

 
GU 
GU 
GU 

68 

68 

LD 
MU 

 
PE67 

PE67 

PE67 

PE67 

PE67 

LD 
PE67 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
LD 
PE 

 
District 
District 
District 
District 
County 

Municipality 
County 

 
CS 
CS 
CS 
~ 
~ 
~ 

LD 

 
1 
1 
1 
~ 
~ 
~ 

LD 

Texas 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Constitutional County 
Probate 
County at Law 
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 

 
GL 
CO 
CO 
CO 
CO 
CC 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
LD 

 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
PE 
LD 

 
District 
County 
County 
County 
Precinct 

Municipality 

 
VA 
~ 
~ 

VA 
~ 

VA 

 
2 
~ 
~ 
2 
~ 

VA 

Utah 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Justice 
Juvenile 

 
69 

MM70 

69 

 
GNL 
MM70 

GNL 

 
RE 

RE and RA71 

RE 

 
District 

County/Municipality
District 

 
CS 
~ 

CS 

 
2 
~ 
2 
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 Trial judges Presiding judge 
  

Method of selection 
 Unexpired term Full term 

 
Method of 
retention 

 
Geographic basis 

for selection 

 
Method of 
selection 

 
 

Term (years) 
       
Vermont 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Family 
Probate 
Environmental 
Judicial Bureau 

 
GNL 
GNL 

73 

GU 
GNL 
PJ 

 
GNL 
GNL 

73 

PE 
GNL 
PJ 

 
LA 
LA 
73 

PE 
LA 
AP 

 
State 
State 

73 

District 
State 
State 

 
SC72 

72 

72 

~ 
72 

72 

 
472 

72 

72 

~ 
72 

72 

Virginia 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
GU 

CS74 

 
LA 
LA 

 
LA 
LA 

 
Circuit 
District 

 
CS 
CS 

 
2 
2 

Washington 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Municipal 

 
GU 
CO 
CC 

 
NP 
NP 

MA/CC 

 
NP 
NP 

MA/CC75 

 
County 
District 

Municipality 

 
VA 
CS 
CS 

 
VA 
VA 
1 

West Virginia 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Magistrate 
Municipal 
Family 

 
GU 
PJ 
LD 
GU 

 
PE 
PE 
LD 
PE 

 
PE 
PE 
LD 
PE 

 
Circuit 
County 

Municipality 
Circuit 

 
CS 
PJ 
~ 
~ 

 
AP 
AP 
~ 
~ 

Wisconsin 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Municipal 

 
GU 

MU77 

 
NP 
NP 

 
NP 
NP 

 
District 

Municipality 

 
SC76 

LD78 

 
2 

LD 

Wyoming 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Circuit 
Municipal 

 
GN 
GN 
MA 

 
GN 
GN 
MA 

 
RE 
RE 
LD 

 
District 
Circuit 

Municipality 

 
~ 
~ 
~ 

 
~ 
~ 
~ 

 
 
ABBREVIATIONS: 
AP = At pleasure 
CA = Court administrator appointment 
CC = City or town council/commission appointment 
CO = County board/commission appointment 
CS = Court selection 
DU = Duration of service 
GE = Gubernatorial appointment with approval of elected executive 
council 
GL = Gubernatorial appointment with consent of the legislature 
GN = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission 
GNE = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission 
with approval of elected executive council 
GNL = Gubernatorial appointment from judicial nominating commission 
with consent of the legislature 
GU = Gubernatorial appointment 
JN = Judicial nominating commission appoints 
LA = Legislative appointment 

 
LD = Locally determined 
MA = Mayoral appointment 
MC = Mayoral appointment with consent of city council 
MM = Mayoral appointment with consent of governing municipal body 
MU = Governing municipal body appointment 
NP = Non-partisan election 
PE = Partisan election 
PJ = Presiding judge of the general jurisdiction court appoints 
PJS = Presiding judge of the general jurisdiction court appoints with 
approval of the court of last resort 
RA = Reappointment 
RE = Retention election 
SC = Court of last resort appoints 
SCJ = Chief justice/judge of the court of last resort appoints 
SN = Seniority 
VA = Varies 

 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: 
1 The counties of Baldwin, Jefferson, Madison, Mobile, and Tuscaloosa use 
gubernatorial appointment from the recommendations of the Judicial Nominating 
Commission. 
2 If a court cannot agree, the Supreme Court decides. 
3 The Presiding Circuit Judge appoints with the advice and consent of the 
majority of the Circuit Court judges. 
 
Alaska: 
4 A judge must run for retention at the next election immediately following the 
third year from the time of the initial appointment. 
5 Judges are selected on a statewide basis, but run for retention on a district-wide 
basis. 

6 Judges must run for retention at the first general election held more than one 
year after appointment. 
 
Arizona: 
7 Maricopa and Pima counties use the gubernatorial appointment from the 
Judicial Nominating Commission process.  The method for submitting names for 
the other 13 counties varies. 
8 Maricopa and Pima counties use the gubernatorial appointment from the 
Judicial Nominating Commission process.  The other 13 counties hold non-
partisan elections. 
9 There is one justice of the peace per precinct.  In Maricopa County the 
presiding judge of the Superior Court presides over and administers the Justice 
Court.  In the remaining counties having four or more justices of the peace, a 
presiding justice of the peace is chosen by a vote of the justices of the peace in 
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that county, with the advice and consent of the presiding judge of the Superior 
Court of that county. 
10 Municipal court judges are usually appointed by the city or town council except 
in Yuma, where judges are elected. 
 
Arkansas: 
11 The office can be held until December 31 following the next general election 
and then the judge must run in a non-partisan election for the remainder of the 
term. 
 
California: 
12 If unopposed for reelection, incumbent’s name does not appear on the ballot 
unless a petition was filed not less than 83 days before the election date 
indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office.  An 
unopposed incumbent is not declared elected until the election date.  This is for 
the general election; different timing may apply for the primary election (see Elec. 
Code §8203). 
13 The term is not less than one year. 
 
Colorado: 
14 Judges are chosen by the Supreme Court from among District Court judges. 
15 The mayor appoints Denver County Court judges. 
16 District Court judges appoint the presiding judge of the County Court. 
 

Delaware: 
17 The Magistrate Screening Commission recommends candidates. 
 
District of Columbia: 
18 The Judicial Nomination Commission nominates for Presidential appointment 
and Senate confirmation.  Not less than six months prior to the expiration of the 
term of office, the judge’s performance is reviewed by the Commission on 
Judicial Disabilities and Tenure.  A judge found “well qualified” is automatically 
reappointed for a new term of 15 years; a judge found “qualified” may be 
renominated by the President (and subject to Senate confirmation).  A judge 
found “unqualified” is ineligible for reappointment or if the President does not 
wish to reappoint a judge, the Nomination Commission compiles a new list of 
candidates. 
19 The geographic basis for selection is the District of Columbia. 
 
Florida: 
20 Circuit and County Court judges select the presiding judge. 
 
Georgia: 
21 Juvenile Court judges are appointed by Superior Court judges in all but one 
county, in which juvenile judges are elected.  Associate judges (formerly 
referees) must be a member of the state bar or law school graduates.  They 
serve at the pleasure of the judge(s).   
22 Most Juvenile Courts have only one judge, therefore no presiding judge. 
23 Probate judges are selected in non-partisan elections in 66 of 159 counties. 
24 Magistrate judges are selected in nonpartisan elections in 41 of 159 counties. 
 
Hawaii: 
25 Selection occurs by means of Chief Justice appointment from the Judicial 
Nominating Commission with consent of the Senate. 
 
Idaho: 
26 The Supreme Court appoints the administrative judge for up to three years if 
the District Court judges are unable to elect one. 
27 The Magistrate Commission consists of the administrative judge, three mayors 
and two electors appointed by the governor, and two attorneys (nominated by the 
district bar and appointed by the state bar).  There is one commission in each 
district. 
 
Illinois: 
28 Cook County Circuit Court identifies local units within the county. 
 
Indiana: 
29 Non-partisan elections are used in the Superior Courts in Allen and 
Vanderburgh counties.  Nominating commissions are used in St. Joseph County 
and in some courts in Lake County.  In those courts that use the nominating 
commission process for selection; retention elections are used as the method of 
retention. 
30 Non-partisan elections are used in the Circuit Courts in Vanderburgh County.   
 
Iowa: 
31 This applies to district judges only.  Associate judges are selected by the 
district judges and retention is by a retention election.  Magistrates are selected 
and retained by appointment from the County Judicial Magistrate Nominating 
Commission. The County Judicial Magistrate Nominating Commission consists of 
three members appointed by the county board and two elected by the county bar, 
presided over by a District Court judge. 
32 The Chief Justice appoints with approval of the Supreme Court. 

Kansas: 
33 Seventeen districts use gubernatorial appointment from the Judicial 
Nominating Commission for selection and retention elections for retention.  
Fourteen districts use partisan elections for selection and retention. 
 
Kentucky: 
34 In addition, there are 16 chief regional judges (eight circuit, eight district) 
selected by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for regional administration of 
cases. 
 
Louisiana: 
35 Depending on the amount of time remaining, selection may be by election 
following a Supreme Court appointment. 
36 Louisiana uses a blanket primary in which all candidates appear with party 
labels on the primary ballot.  The top two vote getters compete in the general 
election. 
 
Maine: 
37 At least one judge who is a resident of the county in which the district lies must 
be appointed from each of the 13 districts. 
 
Maryland: 
38 In addition to the chief judge, there are circuit and county administrative judges.  
The administrative judges are appointed by the Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeals.  Presiding judges for trial are assigned by the county administrative 
judges. 
39 Administrative judges are appointed by the Chief Judge of the District Court 
with the approval of the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. 
40 Two exceptions are Hartford and Montgomery counties where Circuit Court 
judges are assigned. 
 
Massachusetts: 
41 There are no expired judicial terms.  A judicial term expires upon the death, 
resignation, retirement, or removal of an incumbent. 
42 The Executive (Governor’s) Council is made up of eight people elected by 
geographical area and presided over by the lieutenant governor. 
43 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior to age 70. 
44 The administrative head of the trial court is the “Chief Justice for Administration 
and Management.”  Each department has a Chief Justice appointed by the 
“CJAM” to a five-year term. 
 
Missouri: 
45 Gubernatorial appointment occurs in 40 partisan circuits; gubernatorial 
appointment from Judicial Nominating Commission takes place in five non-
partisan circuits. 
46 Partisan elections occur in 40 circuits; gubernatorial appointment from the 
Judicial Nominating Commission with a non-partisan election takes place in five 
circuits. 
47 Partisan elections take place in 40 circuits; retention elections occur in five 
metropolitan circuits. 
48 Associate circuit judges are selected on a county basis. 
 
Montana: 
49 Selection occurs through Chief Justice appointment from Judicial Nominating 
Commission. 
50 Other judges are designated by the District Court judges. 
 
New Hampshire: 
51 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior to age 70. 
 
New Jersey: 
52 In multi-municipality, joint, or countywide municipal courts, selection is by 
gubernatorial appointment with consent of the Senate. 
 
New York: 
53  District administrative judges for the trial courts outside of New York City are 
selected by the Chief Administrative Judge in consultation with the Deputy Chief 
Administrative Judge for the courts outside of New York City and the presiding 
judge of the appropriate appellate division.  The method of selection for 
administrative judges for the courts within New York City is not stated. 
54 Mayoral appointment occurs in New York City. 
55 The appointment is made by the County Chief Executive Officer with 
confirmation by District Board of Supervisors. 
56 Housing judges are appointed by the Chief Administrator of the courts. 
 
Ohio: 
57 Party affiliation is not included on the ballot in the general election, but 
candidates are chosen through partisan primary nominations. 
 
Oklahoma: 
58 This applies to district and associate judges; special judges are selected by the 
district judges. 
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Oregon: 
59 There is one Tax Court judge that is elected for a full term or appointed by the 
governor for an unexpired term. 
60 The geographic basis for selection is the municipality for those judges that are 
elected.  Judges that are either appointed or are under contract may be from 
other cities. 
 
Pennsylvania: 
61 The presiding judge is selected by the court if there are eight or more judges. 
62 Supervisory authority is retained by the President Judge of the respective 
judicial district pursuant to Rule 17 of the Rules Governing Standards of Conduct 
of Magisterial District Judges. 
 
Rhode Island: 
63 There is no retention process.  Judges serve during good behavior for a life 
tenure. 
 
South Carolina: 
64 The governor may appoint a candidate if the unexpired term is less than one 
year. 
65 In addition to Circuit Court judges, the Circuit Court has masters-in-equity 
whose jurisdiction is in matters referred to them in the Circuit Court.  Masters-in-
equity are selected by gubernatorial appointment from the Judicial Merit 
Selection Commission, retained by gubernatorial appointment with the consent of 
the Senate, and the geographic basis for selection is the state. 
 
South Dakota: 
66 The Circuit Court presiding judge serves the entire court, including the 
Magistrate Division. 
 
 

Tennessee: 
67 Each county legislative body has the discretion to require elections to be non-
partisan. 
68 The selection method used to fill an unexpired term is established by a special 
legislative act. 
 
Utah: 
69 There are no expired terms; each new judge begins a new term. 
70 Appointment is by the local government executive with confirmation by the 
local government legislative body (may be either county or municipal 
government). 
71 County judges are retained by retention election; municipal judges are 
reappointed by the city executive. 
 
Vermont: 
72 There is one presiding judge for all trial courts. 
73 Superior and District Court judges serve as Family Court judges. 
 
Virginia: 
74 Circuit Court judges appoint. 
 
Washington: 
75 Full-time municipal judges must stand for non-partisan election. 
 
Wisconsin: 
76 The Chief Judge of a district can appoint a presiding judge in each multi-judge 
circuit. 
77 A permanent vacancy in the office of municipal judge may be filled by 
temporary appointment of the municipal governing body or jointly by the 
governing bodies of all municipalities served by the judge. 
78 There is only one multi-judge Municipal Court. 
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 Residency (years) Age Legal credentials 
  

Local 
 

State 
 

Minimum 
 
Maximum 

 
Law degree 

 
Other 

Alabama 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit  
District 
Municipal 
Probate 

 
1 
1 
1 

 12 

 
1 
1 
1 

Citizen2 

 
 
 

18 
2 

 
701 

70 
70 
70 

 
] 
] 
] 
 2 

 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 
Licensed attorney 
 

Alaska 
GJ 
LG 
~ 

Superior 
District 
Magistrate’s Division 

 
 
 
 

 
5 
5 

6 mos 

 
 

21 
21 

 
70 
70 
 

 
] 
] 
 

 
5 yrs practice 
3 yrs practice or 7 yrs as a magistrate 

 

Arizona 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior  
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 

 
1 
] 
VA 

 

5 
] 
VA 

 
30 
18 
VA 

 
70 
70 
VA 

 
] 
 

VA 

 
Admitted to practice law in AZ for 5 yrs 
 
VA 

Arkansas 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 
City 

 
] 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 
] 

 
 

 
 

 
] 
] 
 

 
6 yrs licensed in state 
4 yrs licensed in state 
 

California 
GJ Superior 

 
 

 
 

   
] 

 
10 yrs state bar 

Colorado 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Denver Probate 
Denver Juvenile 
Water 
County 
Municipal 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 

 
 

 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 3 

 

 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
 

Connecticut 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Probate 

 
 

 ]4 

 
] 
] 

 
 

18 

 
70 
70 

 
] 
 

 
Member of the bar 
 

Delaware 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Chancery 
Justice of the Peace 
Family 
Common Pleas 
Alderman’s 

 
] 
 
] 
] 
] 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
5 
] 
 

 
 

 
 

 
] 
] 
 
] 
] 
5 

 
“Learned in Law” 
“Leaned in Law” 
 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
 

District of Columbia 
GJ Superior 

 
90 days 

 
]  

 
 

 
74 

 
] 

 
5 yrs state bar6 

Florida 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
County 

 
]

7 

]

7 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
] 
] 

 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 

Georgia 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Juvenile 
Civil 
State 
Probate 
Magistrate 
Municipal/of Columbus 
County Recorder’s 
Municipal/City of Atlanta 

 
 
 

VA 
] 
2 
1 
] 
VA 
VA 

 
3 
3 

VA 
3 
] 
] 
] 
] 
VA 

 
30 
30 
VA 
25 

  2510 

25 
25 
VA 
VA 

 
  8 

 
 

  9 

 
 

 
 

VA 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
VA 

 
] 
] 
VA 

 
7 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
VA 
5 yrs state bar 
7 yrs practice if pop. more than 96,00011 

LD11 

5 yrs state bar 
VA 
VA 

Hawaii 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
 
 

 
] 
] 

 
 

 
70 
70 

 
] 
] 

 
10 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
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 Residency (years) Age Legal credentials 
  

Local 
 

State 
 

Minimum 
 
Maximum 

 
Law degree 

 
Other 

Idaho 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Magistrate’s Division 

 
 
 

 
1 
] 

 
30 
30 

 
 

 
] 
] 

 
10 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 

Illinois 
GJ Circuit 

 
] 

 
] 

 
 

 
75 

 
] 

 
 

Indiana 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior and Circuit 
Probate 
County 
City and Town 
Small Claims/Marion County 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
1 
1 
1 
] 
] 

   
] 
] 
] 
 

   ]12
 

 
 

Iowa 
GJ District 

 
] 

 
] 

 
13 

 
72 

 
] 

 
Admitted to state bar14 

Kansas 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal 

 
] 
 

 
] 
 

 
 

18 

 
  7515 

 

 
   ]16 

  VA17 

 
5 yrs state bar 
VA17 

Kentucky 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
2 
2 

 
2 
2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
] 
] 

 
8 yrs state bar 
2 yrs state bar 

Louisiana 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Juvenile & Family 
Justice of the Peace 
Mayor’s 
City & Parish 

 
2 
2 
] 

 
2 

 
2 
2 
] 
 

2 

 
 

 
7018 

7018 

7018 

 
7018 

 
] 
] 
 
 
] 

 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
 
 
5 yrs state bar 

Maine 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Probate 

 
 
 
 

 
 
] 
] 

 
 

 
 

 
 
] 
] 

 
“Learned in the Law” 
State bar member 
State bar member 

Maryland 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 
Orphan’s 

 
6 mos 
6 mos 

1 

 
5 
5 
] 

 
30 
30 
 

 
70 
70 
 

 
] 
] 
 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 
 

Massachusetts 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District  
Probate & Family 
Juvenile 
Housing 
Boston Municipal 
Land 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 

 
 

 
 

Michigan 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Claims 
District 
Probate 
Municipal 

  
Circuit 
Circuit 
District 

County(ies) 
] 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
 

 
19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 

Minnesota 
GJ District 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
70 

 
] 

 
Licensed attorney 

Mississippi 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Chancery 
County 
Municipal 
Justice 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 

 
5 
5 
5 
] 
] 

 
26 
26 
26 
 

18 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 

    ]
20 

 

 
5 yrs in practice 
5 yrs in practice 
5 yrs in practice 
 
 



Table 7. Qualifications to Serve as a Trial Court Judge 
 
Legend: GJ=General jurisdiction; LJ=Limited jurisdiction; ~=Not applicable; LD=Locally determined; VA=Varies; ]=Yes (length of residency not 
specified) 
 
Note: Blank spaces indicate that the statute does not specify qualifications. 
 

State Court Organization, 2004    42 

 Residency (years) Age Legal credentials 
  

Local 
 

State 
 

Minimum 
 
Maximum 

 
Law degree 

 
Other 

Missouri 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Municipal 

 
Circuit21 

LD 

 
321 

] 

 
3021 

21 

 
70 
75 

 
] 
VA 

 
State bar member 
State bar member if pop. of 7,500 or more22 

Montana 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Workers’ Compensation 
Water 
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 
City 

 
 
 
 

1 
] 

County 

 
2 
 

2 
] 
] 
] 

 
 

  
] 
] 
] 
23 

] 
 

 
5 yrs state bar 
 
5 yrs state bar 
23 

2 yrs state bar 
 

Nebraska 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Separate Juvenile 
County 
Workers’ Compensation 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 
] 
]

 

 
30 
30 
30 
30 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
5 yrs practice 
5 yrs practice 
5 yrs practice 
5 yrs practice 

Nevada 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Justice 
Municipal 

 
 

30 days 
VA 

 
2 

6 mos 
VA 

 
25 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
] 

VA 
VA 

 
State bar member24 

VA25 

VA 

New Hampshire 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Probate 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
70 
70 
70 

 
 
] 
 

 
 
State bar member 
 

New Jersey 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Tax 
Municipal 

 
26 

 
 

 
26 

 
] 

 
 

 
70 
70 
 

 
] 
] 
] 

 
10 yrs practice law 
10 yrs practice law 
5 yrs practice law 

New Mexico 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Magistrate 
Metropolitan/Bernalillo County  
Municipal 
Probate 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
3 
] 
3 
] 
] 

 
35 
18 
 

18 
18 

 
 

 
] 
 
] 
 
 

 
6 yrs active practice 
 
3 yrs active practice and state bar member 
 
 

New York 

GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Supreme  
County 
Claims 
Surrogates’ 
Family 
District 
City 
NYC Civil 
NYC Criminal 
Town & Village Justice 

 
 

County 
 

County 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 

 
  7027 

70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
 

 
10 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
10 yrs state bar 
10 yrs state bar 
10 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
10 yrs state bar 
10 yrs state bar 
 

North Carolina 
GJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 

 
   ]28 

] 

 
] 
] 

 
 
 

 
72 
72 

 
29 

29 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 

North Dakota 
GJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal 

 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
] 
30 

 
State bar member 
30 

Ohio 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Common Pleas 
Municipal 
County 
Claims 
Mayor’s 

 
County 

Territorial 
Territorial 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
 

 
70 
70 
70 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
 

 
6 yrs practice 
6 yrs practice 
6 yrs practice 
Incumbent or retired appellate or GJ judge 
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 Residency (years) Age Legal credentials 
  

Local 
 

State 
 

Minimum 
 
Maximum 

 
Law degree 

 
Other 

Oklahoma 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Municipal Not of Record 
Municipal of Record 
Workers’ Compensation 
Tax Review 

 
District31 

 
 
 
 

 
6 mos31 

] 
] 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   ]31 

] 
 
] 
] 

 
4 yrs state bar or court of record judge31 

 
2 yrs state bar or court of record judge 

 
 

Oregon 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Tax 
County 
Justice 
Municipal 

 
1 
 
 

1 
 

 
3 
3 
 

3 
 

 
 

 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

 
] 
] 
 
 
 

 
State bar member 
3 yrs state bar 
 
 
 

Pennsylvania 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Common Pleas 
Philadelphia Municipal 
Magisterial District Judges  
Philadelphia Traffic 

 
1 
1 
1 
1 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
 

 

 
70 
70 
70 
70 

 
] 
] 
 

 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member or pass certifying exam 
State bar member or pass certifying exam 

Puerto Rico 
GJ First Instance 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
70 

 
] 

 
7 yrs state bar (3 yrs if Municipal Div. judge)

Rhode Island 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
Workers’ Compensation 
District 
Family 
Probate 
Municipal 
Traffic Tribunal 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 
State bar member 

South Carolina 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Family 
Magistrate 
Probate 
Municipal 

 
32 

Circuit 
 

34 

 

 
5 
5 
5 

Citizen 
 

 
32 
32 
21 
21 
 

 
7233 

72 
72 
 
 

 
] 
] 
 
 
 

 
8 yrs state bar 
8 yrs state bar 
 
 
 

South Dakota 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Magistrate 

 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 

 
 
 

 
70 
 

 
] 

   ]35 

 
State bar member 
State bar member35 

Tennessee 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Chancery 
Criminal 
Probate 
Juvenile 
Municipal 
General Sessions 

 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

 
 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 

VA 
] 

 
Qualified to practice law 
Qualified to practice law 
Qualified to practice law 
Qualified to practice law 
Qualified to practice law36 

VA 
Qualified to practice law 36 

Texas 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Constitutional County 
Probate 
County at Law 
Justice of the Peace 
Municipal 

 
2 
 

2 
2 
 

VA 

 
 

 
25 
 

25 
25 
 

VA 

 
74 
 

 
 

 
VA 

 
] 
 
] 
] 
 

VA 

 
4 yrs practice in state or a judge in state 

 
4 yrs practice in state or a judge in state 
4 yrs practice in state or a judge in state 

VA 

Utah 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Justice 
Juvenile 

 
] 

6 mos 
] 

 
3 
3 
3 

 
25 
25 
25 

 
75 
75 
75 

 
] 
 
] 

 
Admitted to practice law 
 
Admitted to practice law 
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 Residency (years) Age Legal credentials 
  

Local 
 

State 
 

Minimum 
 
Maximum 

 
Law degree 

 
Other 

 

Vermont 
GJ 
GJ 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Family 
Probate 
Environmental 
Judicial Bureau 

 

 
 

38 

 
 

District 

 
 
 

38 

 
 
] 

 
 
 

38 

 
 
 

 
90 
90 
38 

90 
90 
 

 
   ]37 

] 
38 

 
] 
] 

 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 
38 

 
5 yrs state bar 
State bar 

Virginia 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
District 

 
] 
] 

 
] 
] 

 
 
 

 
70 
70 

 
  ]39 

  ]39 

 
5 yrs state bar 
5 yrs state bar 

Washington 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Superior 
District 
Municipal 

 
1 
1 

County 

 
1 
1 
 

 
 
 
 

 
75 
75 
 

 
] 
]

 

]

 

 
State bar member 
 
 

West Virginia 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Magistrate 
Municipal 
Family 

 
] 
] 
 

Circuit 

 
] 
] 
] 
] 

 
30 
21 
 
 

 
 

 
] 
40 

 
] 

 
5 yrs state bar 
 
 
5 yrs state bar 

Wisconsin 
GJ 
LJ 

Circuit 
Municipal 

 
10 days 
10 days 

 
10 days 
10 days 

 
 
 

 
 

 
] 
LD 

 
5 yrs state bar 
LD 

Wyoming 
GJ 
LJ 
LJ 

District 
Circuit 
Municipal 

 
 
 
 

 
2 
 
 

 
28 
 
 

 
70 
 
 

 
] 
] 
 

 

 
 
FOOTNOTES:

Alabama: 
1 The age prohibition of § 6.16 is not a qualification for office; it refers to the 
retirement age. 
2 One of the probate judgeships in Jefferson County requires that the judge be a 
resident of the county for one year, a minimum of 25 years of age, and learned in 
the law. 
        
Colorado 
3 A law degree is required for County Court judges in metropolitan areas. 
 
Connecticut 
4 Probate Court judges must be electors of a town within the district. 
 
Delaware 
5 In the city of Newark, aldermen are required to have a law degree. 
 
District of Columbia 
6 Superior Court judges must also be an active member of the unified District of 
Columbia bar and, during the five years immediately preceding the judicial 
nomination, have been engaged in the active practice of law in the District, been 
on the faculty of a law school in the District, or been employed as an attorney by 
either the United States or District of Columbia government. 
 
Florida 
7 Circuit and County Court judges must reside within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the court. 
 
Georgia: 
8 There is no maximum age stated for judges of the Superior Court; however, 
judges who are members of the 1976 retirement plan and serve beyond age 75 
may not be eligible for retirement benefits. 
9 There is no maximum age stated for judges of the State Court; however, 
benefits are forfeited for judges who are members of the Trial Judges Retirement 
Plan after 1/1/80 and serve beyond age 70. 

10 The minimum age requirement for probate judges is 25. If law practice is 
required, the minimum age is 30. 
11 Probate and Magistrate Court judges must have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. 
 
Indiana: 
12 A law degree is required for judges of the Small Claims Court of Marion County 
unless a non-attorney judge has been grandfathered in. 
 
Iowa: 
13 There is no minimum age stated for district or associate judges, but 
magistrates must be 18 years of age. 
14 This applies to district judges.  For magistrates there is a preference for “law 
trained” applicants. 
 
Kansas: 
15 Judges may complete the term in which they attain age 75. 
16 A law degree is required for 161 out of the 239 District Court judgeships. The 
remaining 78 judgeships are district magistrate judges, not required to have a law 
degree, but must be certified by the Supreme Court if not an attorney. 
17 Municipal courts in first class cities (24) require admission to practice law in 
Kansas; other municipal judges and district magistrate judges are required to be 
certified as qualified to serve by the Supreme Court, if not admitted to practice 
law in Kansas. 
 
Louisiana: 
18 Seventy-five is the maximum age for judges who began serving under the old 
constitution.  Judges who attain the age of 70 while serving a term of office are 
allowed to complete that term. 
 
Michigan: 
19 Judges may not serve beyond age 75 nor begin a term beyond age 70. 
 
Mississippi: 
20 This applies for cities with a population over 10,000. 
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Missouri:  
21 This applies to circuit judges (state residency requires state votes for three 
years and resident of the circuit for one year).  Associate judges must be county 
and state residents, and the minimum age for an associate judge is 25. 
22 If not an attorney, Municipal Court judges must complete a course prescribed 
by the Supreme Court. 
 
Montana: 
23 Although a law degree is not required for justices of the peace, the judges may 
be attorneys, must have served in a judicial capacity for at least five years, and 
must have passed the certification exam (the requirement of passing the 
certification exam may be waived by the Supreme Court). 
 
Nevada: 
24 Effective October 1, 2005 the required legal credentials changed to a minimum 
of two years state bar member and 10 years practice. 
25 Effective October 1, 2005 the required legal credentials changed to a minimum 
of state bar membership and five years practice. 
 
New Jersey: 
26 Out of a total of 441 authorized judgeships, there are 283 restricted Superior 
Court judgeships that require residence within the particular county of 
assignment at the time of appointment and reappointment; there are 158 
unrestricted judgeships for which the Chief Justice makes the assignment of 
county. 
 
New York: 
27 The maximum age of 70 (for Supreme Court judges) may be extended up to 
three intervals of two years each. 
 
North Carolina: 
28 Resident judges of the Superior Court are required to have local residency, but 
special judges are not. 
29 A law degree is not required for judges elected prior to January 1, 1981. 
 
North Dakota: 
30 A law degree and state bar membership is required for Municipal Court judges 
in cities with a population of over 5,000. 

Oklahoma: 
31 District and associate judges must be state residents for six months if elected, 
and associate judges must be county residents.  Special judges must be state 
residents, but no local residency requirement is stated.  Associate judges must  
have a law degree and must be a state bar member for two years or be a judge  
of a court of record.  Special judges are not required to have a law degree and no 
additional legal credentials are stated. 
 
South Carolina: 
32 Circuit judges must be county electors and residents of the circuit, but no local 
residency requirement is stated for Masters-In-Equity. 
33 There is no maximum age stated for Masters-In-Equity. 
34 Probate Court judges must be county electors. 
 
South Dakota: 
35 This applies to law magistrates.  Clerk magistrates are not required to have a 
law degree, but must be a high school graduate or have a GED. 
 
Tennessee: 
36 The requirement of the Juvenile and General Sessions Court that judges be 
qualified to practice law does have grandfathering provisions. 
 
Vermont: 
37 This is required only for Superior Court judges, not for assistant judges. 
38 Superior Court judges, District Court judges, and assistant judges are assigned 
to serve as family court judges; the qualifications are the same.  Qualifications for 
Family Court magistrates were not provided. 
 
Virginia: 
39 Circuit and District Courts judges must have a law degree or must have 
completed an approved three-year course of study under the supervision of a 
practicing attorney. 
 
West Virginia: 
40 All magistrates shall have a high school education and must take a course in 
rudimentary principles of law before assuming duties. 
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State/Name of commission 
 
Offices encompassed 

 
Authorization 

Year created 
(year revised)

Terms 
covered 

Alabama 
Judicial Commission 

 
Baldwin County Circuit and District Court 
Jefferson County Circuit Court 
Madison County Circuit and District Court 
Mobile County Circuit and District Court 
Talladega County Circuit and District Court 
Tuscaloosa County Circuit and District Court 

 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 
Constitutional  
Constitutional 

 
1999 
1950 
1974 (1996) 
1982 
1996 
1990 (2002) 

 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Alaska 
Judicial Council 

 
Supreme Court, Superior Court, and District Court 
Court of Appeals 

 
Const./Statute 
Const./Statute 

 
1959 
1980 (1985) 

 
I/F 
I/F 

Arizona 
Commission on Appellate Court Appointments 
 
Commission on Trial Court Appointments 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
 
Maricopa County Superior Court  
Pima County Superior Court 

 

Constitutional 
 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 

 
1974 (1992) 
 
1974 (1992) 
1974 (1992) 

 
I/F 

 
I/F 
I/F 

Colorado 
Appellate Court Nominating Division 
 
Judicial District Nominating Commission 
 
Denver County Court Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
 
District Court and County Court 
 
Denver County Court 

 

Constitutional 
 
Constitutional 
 
Charter/Ordinance 

 
1967 
 
1967 
 
1960 (2002) 

 
F 
 

F 
 

F 

Connecticut 
Judicial Selection Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Appellate Court, Superior Court 

 
Const./Statute 

 
1986 

 
I/F/R 

Delaware 
Judicial Nominating Committee 
 
Magistrates Screening Committee 

 
All judges (including Chief Magistrate) 
 
Justices of the Peace (excluding Chief Magistrate) 

 
Executive Order 
 
Executive Order 

 
1979 
 
1979 

 
I/F/R 

 
I/F/R 

District of Columbia 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Court of Appeals and Superior Court 

 
Statutory 

 
1973 

 
F/R 

Florida 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court and District Court of Appeals 
Circuit Court and County Court 

 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 

 
1973 
1973 

 
I/F 
I 

Georgia 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Superior Court, 
and State Court 

 
Executive Order 

 
1973 

 
I 

Hawaii 
Judicial Selection Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Intermediate Court of Appeals, 
Circuit Court, and District Court1 

 
Constitutional 

 
1978 

 
F/R 

Idaho 
Judicial Council 

 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, District Court 

 
Statutory 

 
1967 

 
I 

Indiana 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
Tax Court 
Allen County District Court 
Lake County District Court 
St. Joseph County District Court 

 
Constitutional 
Statutory 
Statutory 
Statutory 
Statutory 

 
1960 
1985 
1983 
1973 
1973 

 
I/F 
I/F 
I/F 
I/F 
I/F 

Iowa 
State Judicial Nominating Commission 
 
 
District Judicial Nominating Commission 
 
Magistrate Appointing Commission 

 

Supreme Court  
Court of Appeals 
 
District Court 
 
District Associate Judge2 

Magistrate2 

 

Constitutional 
Statutory 
 
Constitutional 
 
Statutory 

 
1962 
1976 
 
1962 
 
1972 

 
I/F 
I/F 

 
I/F 

 
I/F 

Kansas 
Supreme Court Nominating Commission 
 
 
District Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals 
 
District Court 

 
Constitutional 
Statutory 
 
Statutory 

 
1972 
1977 
 
1975 

 
I/F 
I/F 

 
I/F 
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State/Name of commission 
 
Offices encompassed 

 
Authorization 

Year created 
(year revised)

Terms 
covered 

Kentucky 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Circuit Court, 
and District Court 

 
Constitutional 

 
1976 

 
I 

Maryland 
Appellate Judicial Nominating Commission 
 
Trial Courts Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Court of Appeals and Court of Special Appeals 
 
Circuit Court and District Court 

 
Executive Order 
 
Executive Order 

 
1970 
 
1970 

 
I/F 

 
I/F/R3 

Massachusetts 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Judicial Court, Appeals Court, Trial Court,
and some clerk-magistrates 

 
Executive Order 

 
1970 

 
I/F 

Minnesota 
Commission on Judicial Selection 

 
District Court 

 
Statutory 

 
1983 (`90, `92)

 
I/F 

Missouri 
Appellate Judicial Commission 
 
Circuit Judicial Commission 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
 
City of St. Louis Circuit Court 
Jackson County Circuit Court 
St. Louis County Circuit Court 
Clay County Circuit Court 
Platte County Circuit Court 

 
Constitutional 
 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 
Constitutional 

 
1940 (1976) 
 
1940 (1976) 
1940 (1976) 
1940 (1976) 
1940 (1976) 
1940 (1976) 

 
I/F 

 
I/F 
I/F 
I/F 
I/F 
I/F 

Montana 
Judicial Nominating Committee 

 

Supreme Court and District Court 
Worker’s Compensation Court 
Chief Water Judge 

 
Statutory 
Statutory 
Statutory 

 
1973 (rev.)  
1991 
1987 

 
I 

I/F/R 
I/F/R 

Nebraska 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, District Court, 
County Court, Juvenile Court, and Worker’s 
Compensation Court 

 

Const./Statute 
 
1972 

 
F 

Nevada 
Commission on Judicial Selection 

 
Supreme Court and District Court4 

 
Constitutional 

 
1976 

 
I 

New Hampshire 
Judicial Selection Commission 

 
Supreme Court and Superior Court 

 
Executive Order 

 
2005 

 
F 

New Mexico 
Appellate Judges Nominating Commission 
 
District Judges Nominating Committee 
 
Metropolitan Court Judges Nominating 
Committee 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
 
District Courts 
 
Metropolitan Court 

 
Constitutional 
 
Constitutional 
 
Constitutional 

 
1988 
 
1988 
 
1988 

 
I/F 

 
I/F 

 
I/F 

New York 
Nominating Commission 
 
State Judicial Screening Committee 
 
Departmental Judicial Screening Committee 
 
 
County Judicial Screening Committee 
 
 
Mayor’s Committee on the Judiciary 
 

 
Court of Appeals 
 
Court of Claims 
 
Supreme Court and Appellate Divisions of the 
Supreme Court 
 
County Court, Surrogates’ Court, and Family Court 
(non-NYC) 
 
NYC Criminal Court, NYC Civil Court, and NYC 
Family Court 

 
Const./Statute 
 
Executive Order 
 
Executive Order 
 
 
Executive Order 
 
 
Executive Order 
(Mayor)  

 
1977 
 
1983 
 
1983 
 
 
1983 
 
 
1978 

 
I/F 

 
I/F/R 

 
F/R 

 
 

I/R 
 
 

I/F5 

 

North Dakota 
Judicial Nominating Committee 

 
Supreme Court and District Court 

 
Constitutional 

 
1981 

 
I 

Oklahoma 
Judicial Nominating Committee 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Criminal Appeals 
Court of Appeals, District Court, and Worker’s 
Compensation Court 

 
Constitutional 
Statutory 
 

 
1967 
1967 
 

 
I/F 
I/F 
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State/Name of commission 
 
Offices encompassed 

 
Authorization 

Year created 
(year revised)

Terms 
covered 

Pennsylvania 
Office of General Counsel for Governor 
 
Judicial Advisory Commission 

 
Appellate Court 
 
Trial Court 

 
Executive Order 
 
Executive Order 

 
1970s 
 
1970s 

 
I 
 
I 

Rhode Island 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Superior Court, Family Court, 
District Court, Worker’s Compensation Court, and 
Traffic Tribunal 

 
Constitutional 

 
1994 

 
F 

South Carolina 
Judicial Merit Selection Commission 

 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Circuit Court, 
Family Court, Administrative Law Judge, and 
Masters-In-Equity 

 
Statutory 

 
1975 (1996) 

 
I/F/R 

South Dakota 
Judicial Qualifications Committee 

 
Supreme Court and Circuit Court 

 
Constitutional 

 
1972 

 
I/F6 

Tennessee 
Judicial Selection Commission 

 
Supreme Court 
Court of Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals 
Trial Courts 

 
Statutory 
Statutory 
Statutory 

 
1994 
1971  
1994 

 
I/F 
I/F 
I 

Utah 
Appellate Court Nominating Commission 
 
Trial Court Nominating Commission 

 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
 
District Court and Juvenile Court 

 
Const./Statute 
 
Const./Statute 

 
1984 
 
1984 

 
F 
 

F 

Vermont 
Judicial Nominating Board 

 

Supreme Court, Superior Court, District Court, 
Environmental Court, and Family Court Magistrates 

 
Const./Statute 
 

 
1967 

 
I/F 

West Virginia 
Judicial Advisory Committee 

 
Supreme Court of Appeals, Circuit Court 

 

Executive Order 
 
2002 

 
I 

Wisconsin 
Governor’s Advisory Committee on Judicial 
Selection 

 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, and Circuit Court 

 
Constitutional 

 
1973 

 
I/F 

Wyoming 
Judicial Nominating Committee 

 
Supreme Court, District Court, and Circuit Court 

 
Constitutional 

 
1973 

 
I/F 

 
 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Hawaii: 
1 The Chief Justice makes appointments to the District Courts. 
 
Iowa: 
2 District judges appoint district associate judges from lists of nominees 
recommended by the County Magistrate Nominating Commission.  The County 
Magistrate Nominating Commission appoints magistrates. 
 
Maryland: 
3 The Trial Courts Judicial Nominating Commission only covers judicial retention 
in the Circuit Court. 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada: 
4 Nominations for vacancies are made by a commission with seven permanent 
members and five temporary members.  The temporary members are appointed 
as each vacancy occurs until nominations have been submitted to the governor. 
 
New York: 
5 The Mayor’s Committee on the Judiciary only covers full terms in the New York 
City Criminal Court and the New York City Family Court. 
 
South Dakota: 
6 The committee recommends nominees to the governor to fill all vacancies on 
the Supreme Court and interim vacancies on the Circuit Court. 
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 General jurisdiction court judges 
 Initial/Pre-Bench education  Continuing education 
 Required Mandated hours Sources of funding  Required Mandated hours Sources of funding 
Alabama ] None S  ] None S 
Alaska  None S  ] None S1 

Arizona ] 723 S/L/T  ] 16 S/L/T 
Arkansas  None S  ] 12 S 

California ] 120 S   None S/L 
Colorado   ]

7 60 S    ]
8 15 S 

Connecticut ] 809 S  ] 169 S 
Delaware  None ~  ] 23 S 

District of Columbia  None ~   None ~ 
Florida ] 80 F  ] 10 S/F 
Georgia ] 12 S  ] 12 S 
Hawaii  None ~  ] 32 S 

Idaho  45 S  ] None S 
Illinois ] None S   None ~ 
Indiana 15 None S  ] 36 S/L/T 
Iowa 16 None S  ] 15 S 

Kansas  None S  ] 12 S/F 
Kentucky ] 25 S  ] 2517 S 
Louisiana 18 None ~  ] 12.519 S/T 
Maine 20 None ~  20 12 ~ 

Maryland ] None S  ] 28 S 
Massachusetts 21 None S  21 None S 
Michigan ] 6.5 S   None S 
Minnesota ] None S  ] 4522 S 

Mississippi ] N/S F  ] 12 S/F 
Missouri  None S  ] 1523 S/L 
Montana  None ~  ] 15 S 
Nebraska 24 None S   None S 

Nevada ] 8425 F  ] 1226 F 
New Hampshire ] None S  ] 12 S 
New Jersey ] 70 S  ] 15 S 
New Mexico  None ~  ] 15 S/F/T 

New York 
] 35 L/S  ] 1228 S 

North Carolina ] 1529 S  ] 1530 S 
North Dakota ] None S  ] 15 S 
Ohio  None S  ] 20 S/L/T 

Oklahoma  None ~  ] 12 S 
Oregon 31 None ~  ] 4532 S 
Pennsylvania 35 50 S   None ~ 
Puerto Rico ]

 
None S     

Rhode Island     ]
37 None S  ] 10 S 

South Carolina ] 14 S  ] 1538 S/T 
South Dakota  None ~  

] None S 
Tennessee  None S  ] 15 S 

Texas ] 30 S40  
] 16 S/L40 

Utah ] None S  ] 30 S 
Vermont ] 100 S  ] 64 S 
Virginia ] 86 S  ] 12 S 

Washington     ]
43 None S      ]

43 15 S 
West Virginia ] None S  ] 15 S 
Wisconsin  None ~  ] 30 S 
Wyoming  None ~  ] 15 S 
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 Limited jurisdiction court judges 
 Initial/Pre-Bench education  Continuing education 
 Required Mandated hours Sources of funding  Required Mandated hours Sources of funding 
Alabama ] None S  ] None S 
Alaska  None S  ] None S2 

Arizona ] 1204 S/L/T  ] 16 S/L/T 
Arkansas  None S  ] 12 S 

California ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ 
Colorado   ]

7 60 S    ]
8 15 S 

Connecticut ] 20 ~10  ] 15 ~10 

Delaware ] 375 S  ] 23 S 

District of Columbia ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ 
Florida ] 80 F  ] 10 L/F 
Georgia ] N/S14 S/L/F  ] N/S14 S/L/F 
Hawaii  None ~  ] 32 S 

Idaho  45 S  ] None S 
Illinois ~ ~ ~  ~ ~  
Indiana 15 None S/L  ] 36 S/L/T 
Iowa ] 13 S  ] 15 S 

Kansas  None S  ] 12 S 
Kentucky ] 25 S  ] 2517 S 
Louisiana 18 None ~  ] 12.519 T 
Maine 20 None ~  20 12 ~ 

Maryland ] None S  ] 28 S 
Massachusetts 21 None S  21 None S 
Michigan ] 6.5 S  ~ None S 
Minnesota ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ 

Mississippi ] 32 F  ] 18 F 
Missouri  None S/L   15 S 
Montana  None ~  ] 80 S/L 
Nebraska 24 None S   10 S 

Nevada ] 84 F  ] 1226, 27 L/F 
New Hampshire ] None S  ] 12 S 
New Jersey ] 35 S/L  ] 6 S/L 
New Mexico ] 40 S/F  ] 15 S/F 

New York 
] 35 S  ] 1228 S 

North Carolina ] 1529 S  ] 1530 S 
North Dakota ] 16 L  ] 8 L 
Ohio  None S  ] 20 S/L/T 

Oklahoma  None ~   None ~ 
Oregon 31 None ~   33 ~ 
Pennsylvania 35 16036 S   32- District 

20- Traffic 
S 

Puerto Rico ] None S  ] None S 

Rhode Island     ]
37 None S  ] 10 S 

South Carolina ] 22/80/5639 S  ] 15/18/1239 S/T 
South Dakota  None ~  

] None S 
Tennessee  None S/L  ] 15 S/L 

Texas ]  80/12-3241 S/L40  
] 20/1241 S/L40 

Utah ] None S  ] 30 S/T 
Vermont ] 100 S  ] 64 S 
Virginia ] 86 S  ] 12 S 

Washington     ]
43 None S      ]

43 15 S 
West Virginia ] None S  ] 15 S 
Wisconsin ] 12 L  ] 12 L 
Wyoming  None ~  ] 15 S 
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 Appellate court judges 
 Initial/Pre-Bench education  Continuing education 
 Required Mandated hours Sources of funding  Required Mandated hours Sources of funding 
Alabama  None ~   None ~ 
Alaska  None S  ] None S 
Arizona ] ~5 ~  ] 16 S/T 
Arkansas 6 None S  ] 12 S 

California ] None S   None S 
Colorado 7 60 ~   ]

8 15 S 
Connecticut 11 None ~  12 None ~ 
Delaware  None ~  ] 23 S 

District of Columbia 13 None ~  13 None ~ 
Florida ] 40 F  ] 10 F 
Georgia  None ~  ] 12 S 
Hawaii  None ~  ] 32 S 

Idaho  None ~  ] None S 
Illinois  None ~   None ~ 
Indiana 15 None S  ] 36 S/T 
Iowa  None ~  ] 15 S 

Kansas  None S  ] 12 S 
Kentucky  None ~  ] 2517 S 
Louisiana 18 None ~  ] 12.519 T 
Maine 20 None ~  20 12 ~ 

Maryland ] None S  ] 28 S 
Massachusetts 21 None S  21 None S 
Michigan  6.5 S  ~ None S 
Minnesota  None S  ] 15 S 

Mississippi ] None S/F  ] 12 S/F 
Missouri  None S   15 S 
Montana  None ~  ] 15 S 
Nebraska 24 None S   20 (every 2 yrs.) S 

Nevada  16 F/S  ] 1226 F/S 
New Hampshire  None ~  ] 12 S 
New Jersey  None ~  ] 15 S 
New Mexico  None ~  ] 15 S/F/T 

New York  None ~  ] 1228 S 
North Carolina  None ~  ] 1530 S 
North Dakota  None ~  ] 15 S 
Ohio  None S  ] 20 S/L/T 

Oklahoma  None ~   12 S 
Oregon  None ~  ] 4534 T 
Pennsylvania  None ~   None ~ 
Puerto Rico ]

 
None S  ] None S 

Rhode Island     ]
37 None S  ] 10 S 

South Carolina ] 6 S  ] 1538 S/T 
South Dakota  None ~  

] None S 
Tennessee  None S  ] 15 S 

Texas ] 30 S  
] 16 S/L 

Utah  None ~  ] 30 S 
Vermont ] 50 S      ]

42 64 S 
Virginia  None ~  ] 12 S 

Washington  None S  ] 15 S 
West Virginia  None ~  ] 15 S 
Wisconsin  None ~  ] 30 S 
Wyoming  None ~  ] 15 S 
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FOOTNOTES:

Alaska: 
1 The court conducts a mandatory annual judicial training at the Judicial 
Conference.  CLE credits are given if the curriculum is co-developed with the  
Alaska Bar Association.  If funding is available, new judges are sent to the 
National Judicial College in the first year of appointment to the bench. 
2 Magistrates have an in-state training course and an annual conference. 
 
Arizona: 
3 Hours are completed during one program spanning several days. 
4 Hours are completed during one program spanning several days. 
5 The number of hours vary as they are determined individually. 
 
Arkansas: 
6 The Administrative Office of the Courts provides pre-bench training and all 
judges attend, but it is not required. 
 
Colorado: 
7 Initial/pre-bench education is a one-time training. 
8 Continuing education is the requirement of the Colorado Bar Association, which 
requires forty-five hours every three years for all members. 
 
Connecticut: 
9 There is no credit-based requirement in Connecticut. 
10 Funding comes from a probate administration fund.  This is public money. 
11 Although not mandatory, many new appellate judges participate in initial 
appellate conferences/seminars. 
12 Although not mandatory, many of the appellate judges attend the annual New 
England Appellate Judges Conference. 
 
District of Columbia: 
13 By statute, the Chief Judge of the Appellate Court is required to hold an annual 
judicial training conference. 
 
Georgia: 
14 This varies by court. 
 
Indiana: 
15 Initial or pre-bench education is not required, but is provided through the 
Indiana Judicial Center. 
 
Iowa: 
16 It is offered but not required by law or rule.  Most new judges attend the two-
day in-state program and a three-week course at the National Judicial College. 
 
Kentucky: 
17 These are the number of hours required In a two-year period. 
 
Louisiana: 
18 New judges orientation is mandatory and is held just before or just after the 
majority of new judges take office.  Orientation generally provides 15 hours of 
CLE credit. 
19 It is strongly encouraged, but not mandatory. 
 
Maine: 
20 Although neither pre-bench or continuing education is required, the Judicial 
Education Committee budgets for judges to attend courses at the National 
Judicial College and elsewhere and offers a number of seminars for the 
education of judges. 
 
Massachusetts: 
21 The Judicial Institute, a statutory body integrated into the organization of the 
Administrative Office of the Trial Court, conducts educational and training 
programs.  The Judicial Institute is funded by state appropriations.  The 
Flaschner Institute, a non-governmental charitable corporation supported by 
contributions, grants and contracts, also conducts educational programs for MA 
judges.  While no requirement for on-going judicial education exists, judges are 
mandated to participate in specified programs and courses developed and 
identified on the basis of current and future needs of the system.  The number of 
mandated programs varies each year. 
 
Minnesota: 
22 This is required every three years. 
 
 
 
Missouri: 

23 As with any attorney, judges are required to complete 15 hours per year.  
Family Court judges and commissioners are required to complete six additional 
hours per year. 
 
Nebraska: 
24 Orientation is required, but there is no hourly requirement. 
 
Nevada: 
25 Family Court judges have an additional 40-hour requirement (role of Family 
Court judges). 
26 Two of these hours must be ethics/professional conduct. 
27 This is required for attorney judges only. No requirement for non-attorney 
judges. 
 
New York: 
28 Biannual cycle - 24 hours are required every two years. 
 
North Carolina: 
29 Every judge in the general jurisdiction court and the limited jurisdiction court is 
required to attend a course of instructional orientation for new judges within the 
first year after appointment or election, which counts toward the thirty-hour 
biennial continuing education requirements. 
30 Every justice or judge is required to complete thirty hours biennially of 
continuing legal or judicial education and at least 15 hours of it shall be judicial 
education. 
 
Oregon: 
31 None mandatory; but the AOC offers a “New Judge Orientation” program for 
state judges that is strongly encouraged and attended by most.  Limited 
jurisdiction court judges attend when space is available. 
32 The same rules apply for all lawyers/judges: a mandatory CLE requirement 
through state bar and rules approved by state Supreme Court.  No separate 
“judge” CLE requirement exists. 
33 Justices of the Peace must have 30 hours of CLE every two years or average 
15 hours/year. Municipal judges who are lawyers must have 45 hours of CLE 
over 3 years or average 15 hours/year to meet the lawyers’ MCLE requirement. 
34 Forty-five hours of CLE are required every 3 years or an average of 15 hours 
per year. 
 
Pennsylvania: 
35 Initial education for trial court judges is offered, but is not required. 
36 A four-week certification course and test must be completed.  Members of the 
Pennsylvania Bar are exempt from the course and the test. 
 
Rhode Island: 
37 The pre-bench requirement is attendance at the National Judicial College. 
 
South Carolina: 
38 In addition to the minimum of 15 hours of accredited judicial continuing legal 
education, judicial members attend any educational activity designated as 
mandatory by the Supreme Court of South Carolina or by the Commission on 
Continuing Legal Education and Specialization. 
39 This applies to Family Court/Magistrates/Municipal Court, respectively. 
 
Texas: 
40 A fee assessed in all criminal convictions goes into a fund, Fund 540, which is 
specifically allocated for Judicial and Court Support Personnel Training.  The 
Court of Criminal Appeals includes in its appropriations request to the legislature 
a line item for Fund 540.  These funds are then available, through a grant 
application process, to various judicial education entities in the state. 
41 Justices of the Peace are required to have 80 hours of initial/pre-bench 
education and 20 hours of continuing education.  Municipal judges are required 
to have between 12 and 32 hours of initial/pre-bench education and 12 hours of 
continuing education. 
 
Vermont: 
42 Continuing education for appellate court judges, while not mandated, is 
available and provided on an as-needed basis. 
 
Washington: 
43 Education requirements are set forth in GR.26.  Non-compliance may be 
deemed in violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct and subject to reporting to 
the Commission on Judicial Conduct. 
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 Evaluating body/authorization Evaluation committee Evaluation procedures 
Alaska Alaska Judicial Council/  

Statutes:  
§22.05.100 
§22.07.060 
§22.10.150 
§22.15.155 

7 members:  
3 state bar appointed 
attorneys, 3 non-
attorneys, and the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 

Judges are evaluated prior to retention elections. 
Evaluations are based on forms completed by court 
participants. Evaluation results are included in election 
pamphlets that are mailed to all registered Alaskan voters. 

Arizona Arizona Constitution Article 6, 
Section 42 

30 members: includes the 
public, lawyers, and 
judges. 

Evaluations based on public comment, hearings, and 
anonymous survey forms distributed to court participants. 
Court participant surveys seek evaluation of a judge’s 
abilities and skills, including narrative comments. A factual 
report is issued in the judge’s election year. 

Colorado State Commission on Judicial 
Performance/§13-5.5-101 

10 members each: 4 
attorneys, 6 non-
attorneys. 4-year terms. 

State Commission (for appellate judges) or District 
Commission (for trial judges) prepares evaluation profile on 
each judge standing for re-election and provides this to the 
public. 

Connecticut Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Program/Established by directive 
of the Chief Justice 

The Advisory Panel 
consists of judges, 
attorneys, a law 
professor, and a state 
legislator. 

Attorney and juror questionnaires are used to solicit 
information on the judges’ courtroom performance in the 
areas of demeanor, legal ability, and judicial management 
skills. Evaluation reports are generated from the input 
received. The Chief Court Administrator, or designee, 
conducts individual interviews to aid judges in interpreting 
the data. Judges are also provided with self-assessment 
forms to assist them in assessing their own courtroom 
performance and placing the attorney and juror responses in 
perspective. 

District of Columbia D.C. Commission on Judicial 
Disabilities and Tenure/Title 11 
Appx. IV433 

7 members: 1 appointed 
by the President of the 
U.S., 2 (1 must be an 
attorney) appointed by the 
Mayor, 1 appointed by the 
City Council of D.C., 1 
appointed by the Chief 
Judge of the U.S. District 
Court for D.C. All must be 
residents of D.C. All serve 
six-year terms except for 
the President’s appointee, 
who serves a five-year 
term. 

Written evaluation upon an active associate judge’s request 
for reappointment to another fifteen-year term. Committee 
must determine if the judge is well qualified (automatic 
reappointment), qualified (subject to nomination and 
approval), or unqualified. 

Florida Joint project of the state judiciary 
and the Florida Bar, authorized by 
the Supreme Court 

~ A confidential means by which attorneys can communicate 
perceived strengths and weaknesses of judicial 
performance, thereby assisting judges in eliminating 
weaknesses and enhancing strengths. Evaluation forms go 
directly to judges; no committee reviews the evaluations. 
Evaluations are confidential under Florida Rule of Judicial 
Administration 2.05(c)(4). Participation is voluntary. 

Hawaii Judicial Performance 
Committee/Supreme Court Rule 
19 

Supreme Court special 
committee on judicial 
performance; 13 
members: 3 non-lawyers, 
6 lawyers, the 
Administrative Director of 
the Courts, and 3 judges. 

Attorneys complete confidential questionnaires. 

Idaho Magistrates Commission Magistrates commission 
consists of judges, 
attorneys, and elected 
officials. 

Questionnaires distributed to practicing attorneys regarding 
performance of magistrate judges. 

Illinois Planning and Oversight 
Committee for a Judicial 
Performance Evaluation 
Program/SCR58 

Actual evaluation is 
contracted out (currently 
to Bronner Group, L.L.C., 
Chicago, Illinois). 

Details of confidential evaluation procedure determined by 
contractor. 

Maryland Judicial Administration Section 
Council/State Bar Association 

18 State Bar Association 
members. 

Exit polling of attorneys. 
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 Evaluating body/authorization Evaluation committee Evaluation procedures 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court/211§26-

26b 
Supreme Judicial Court 
and Chief Justice for 
Administration and 
Management. 

Judges with four years’ experience are evaluated once 
every 12-18 months; judges with at least four years 
experience are evaluated once every 18-36 months. 
Anonymous questionnaires are given to court participants in 
a representative sample of cases. Completed evaluations 
are made available to and discussed with judges. 

Michigan Supreme Court/§600.238 ~ Provides for use of national trial court performance 
standards by trial judges. 

Minnesota Joint Supreme Court, Conference 
of Chief Judges, and Minnesota 
District Judges Association 
Committee 

Trial and appellate court 
judges. 

Joint committee offers technical assistance to judges and 
districts. Each judicial district has developed its own 
evaluation process and procedures. All evaluation 
processes are voluntary. 

New Hampshire Trial Court Administrative Judge Administrative Judge. Anonymous questionnaires are distributed to court staff and 
constituents; these are supplemented with self-assessment 
questionnaires. Administrative Judge reviews results with 
the judge under evaluation. 

New Jersey Judicial Performance 
Committee/RGA 1:35A-1 

At least 6 judges, 3 
attorneys, and 2 members 
of the public. Additional 
members fixed by 
Supreme Court. 3-year 
terms. 

During a judge’s review period of approximately nine 
months, anonymous surveys are sent to all attorneys who 
appeared before the judge and to appellate judges who 
have heard cases from the judge under review. 

New Mexico Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Commission/ NM Supreme Court 

15 members: 8 lay 
persons and 7 lawyers.  
The Supreme Court 
appoints members from 
nominations submitted by 
representatives of the 
executive, legislative, and 
judicial branches. 

Confidential written surveys. 

Puerto Rico Judicial Evaluation Commission 9 members, including a 
Supreme Court judge, 1 
member experienced in 
administrative/ 
managerial matters, and 
at least 1 non-attorney. 3-
year terms. 

Judges are evaluated every three years based on self-
evaluations and surveys of attorneys, peers, jurors, and 
presiding judge. Reports are discussed with judges. 

Rhode Island Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Committee 

6 judges, 3 state bar 
members, 2 members of 
the public familiar with the 
judicial system. 2-year 
terms. 

All judges are evaluated biannually on the basis of 
“acceptable, professionally recognized methods of data 
collection.” 

Tennessee Judicial Evaluation Commission 
(expires 6/30/2007)/§17-4-201, 
§4-29-223 

12 members: 4 state court 
judges, 2 non-lawyers 
appointed by Judicial 
Council, 3 lawyers 
appointed by Speaker of 
the Senate, 3 members 
appointed from 
designated organizations 
by Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 

All appellate judges are evaluated based on personal 
interviews, evaluation surveys, self-reported personal 
information, and other comments and information. A final 
report of less than 600 words per judge is published not less 
than 180 days before the qualifying deadline in a general 
circulation daily newspaper in specified parts of the state. 

Utah Utah Judicial Council with 
Standing Committee on Judicial 
Performance Evaluation/CJA R3-
11, 2-10 6 §78-3-21 

14 members: Chief 
Justice of Supreme Court, 
12 members to be elected 
by judges of various 
courts, 1 member of the 
Board of Commissioners. 
3-year terms.1 

N/S 

Vermont Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Committee/Supreme Court 
charge and designation 

Under development2 Under development2, 3 
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 Evaluating body/authorization Evaluation committee Evaluation procedures 
Virginia Judicial Performance Evaluation 

Commission/Rule of Court 
8 members appointed by 
the Chief Justice 

Confidential surveys are sent to attorneys and jurors to 
solicit information on judges’ courtroom demeanor, 
perceived fairness, knowledge of the law, and clarity of 
decisions, as well as other areas of judicial behavior.  
Survey results are provided to the evaluated judge and a 
mentor or “facilitator” judge, and to the General Assembly at 
time of re-election. 

 
Note: The following States report judicial performance evaluation programs operated independently by their state bar association: Maine, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 
 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Utah: 
1The evaluation of judges and court commissioners is conducted by the Utah 
Judicial Council. The Standing Committee on Judicial Performance Evaluation 
(SCJPE) administers the program and recommends policies and procedures. 
The membership of the SCJPE consists of two lawyers, one of whom serves as 
chair; three members of the public; one court commissioner; and one judge from 
each of the five levels of court. 

Vermont: 
2A pilot program was implemented. The Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Committee is currently reviewing the results of the pilot program. 
3The pilot program used attorney questionnaires, litigant exit surveys, self-
assessments and caseload management reports. 
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 Investigating body 
  Number of: 

 
 
Name 

 
Judges 

 
Lawyers 

Lay 
persons 

 
 
Adjudicating 
body 

 
Appeals from 
adjudication 
are filed with: 

 
Final 
disciplining 
body 

 
Point at which 
reprimands are made 
public 

Alabama Judicial Inquiry 
Committee 

3 2 2 Court of the 
Judiciary 

Supreme Court Court of the 
Judiciary 

Filing of the complaint 
with the Court of the 
Judiciary 

Alaska Committee on 
Judicial Conduct 

3 3 3 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Filing of 
recommendation with 
Supreme Court 

Arizona Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 

6 2 3 Commission on 
Judicial 
Conduct 

Discretionary 
with Supreme 
Court 

Supreme 
Court 

Commission on Judicial 
Conduct determines if 
there is probable cause 
to bring formal charges. 

Arkansas Judicial Discipline 
and Disability 
Committees 

3 3 3 Commission Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

At disposition of case 

California Commission on 
Judicial 
Performance 

3 2 6 Commission on 
Judicial 
Performance 

Supreme Court 
has 
discretionary 
review 

Commission 
on Judicial 
Performance 

Upon commission 
determination1 

Colorado Committee on 
Judicial Discipline 

4 2 4 Commission on 
Judicial 
Discipline 

No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Adjudication 

Connecticut Judicial Review 
Council 
 
 
Council on Probate 
Judicial Conduct 

3 
 
 
 

1 

3 
 
 
 

1 

6 
 
 
 

2 

Judicial Review 
Council; 
Supreme Court 
 
Council on 
Probate Judicial 
Conduct 

Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Supreme 
Court 
 
 
Supreme 
Court 

Public censure is issued 
at between 10 and 30 
days after notice to the 
judge, provided that if 
the judge appeals, there 
is an automatic stay of 
disclosure. 

Delaware Preliminary 
Committee of the 
Court on the 
Judiciary 
 
Investigatory 
Committee of the 
Court on the 
Judiciary 

0 
 
 
 
 

7 

4 
 
 
 
 

0 

2 
 
 
 
 

0 

Court on the 
Judiciary 

No appeal Court on the 
Judiciary 

Upon issuance of 
opinion and imposition of 
sanction 

District of 
Columbia 

Commission on 
Judicial Disabilities 
and Tenure 

1 4 2 Commission on 
Judicial 
Disabilities and 
Tenure 

Federal judge 
panel: 3 
appointments 
by Chief Justice 
of Supreme 
Court 

Commission 
on Judicial 
Disabilities 
and Tenure 

Filing of order with D.C. 
Court of Appeals 2 

Florida Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission 

63 4 5 Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission4 

No appeal Supreme 
Court5 

Filing of formal charges 
by Committee with 
Supreme Court Clerk 

Georgia Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission 

2 3 2 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Formal Hearing 

Hawaii Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 

0 3 4 Commission on 
Judicial 
Conduct 

No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Imposition of public 
discipline by Supreme 
Court 

Idaho Judicial Council 2 2 3 Supreme Court Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Filing with Supreme 
Court 

Illinois Judicial Inquiry 
Board 

2 3 4 Courts 
Commission 

No appeal Courts 
Commission 

Filing of complaint by 
Judicial Inquiry Board to 
Courts Commission 

Indiana Judicial 
Qualifications 
Committee 

1 3 3 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Institution of Formal 
Proceedings 
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 Investigating body 
  Number of: 

 
 
Name 

 
Judges 

 
Lawyers

Lay 
persons 

 
 
Adjudicating 
body 

 
Appeals from 
adjudication 
are filed with: 

 
Final 
disciplining 
body 

 
Point at which 
reprimands are made 
public 

Iowa Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission 

1 2 4 Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission 

Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Application by the 
commission to the 
Supreme Court 

Kansas Commission on 
Judicial 
Qualifications 

6 4 4 Supreme Court Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Reprimand is published 
by Supreme Court if 
approved by Supreme 
Court. 

Kentucky Judicial Conduct 
Committee 

3 1 2 Judicial 
Conduct 
Committee 

Supreme Court Judicial 
Conduct 
Committee 

Application of judge 
under investigation 

Louisiana Judiciary 
Commission 

3 3 3 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal complaint 
by commission with 
Supreme Court 

Maine Committee on 
Judicial 
Responsibility and 
Disability 

2 2 3 Supreme 
Judicial Court 

No appeal Supreme 
Judicial Court

Filing of report to 
Supreme Judicial Court 

Maryland Commission on 
Judicial Disabilities 

3 3 5 Court of 
Appeals 

~ Court of 
Appeals 

Filing of record by 
Committee to Court of 
Appeals 

Massachusetts Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 

3 3 3 Supreme 
Judicial Court 

~ Supreme 
Judicial Court

After final of formal 
charges with the 
Supreme Judicial Court 

Michigan Judicial Tenure 
Commission 

5 2 2 Supreme Court Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal complaint 
by commission with 
Supreme Court 

Minnesota Board of Judicial 
Standards 

3 2 4 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal charges 
by Committee with 
Supreme Court 

Mississippi Commission on 
Judicial 
Performance 

4 1 2 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Recommendation of 
Commission to Supreme 
Court 

Missouri Commission on 
Retirement, 
Removal and 
Discipline 

2 2 2 Commission on 
Retirement, 
Removal and 
Discipline 

Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Filing of 
recommendation by 
Committee to Supreme 
Court 

Montana Judicial Standards 
Commission 

2 1 2 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Filing of record by 
Committee with 
Supreme Court 

Nebraska Commission on 
Judicial 
Qualification 

4 3 3 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Commission may issue a 
public reprimand 

Nevada Commission on 
Judicial Discipline 

2 2 3 Commission on 
Judicial 
Discipline 

Supreme Court Commission 
on Judicial 
Discipline 

Upon filing of report by 
Committee and service 
upon judge 

New Hampshire Supreme Court 
Committee on 
Judicial Conduct 

36 2 5  Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

On issuance of 
reprimand7 

New Jersey Advisory 
Committee on 
Judicial Conduct 

2 (retired) 3 (min) 4 (max) Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal complaint

New Mexico Judicial Standards 
Commission 

2 + one 
magistrate 

2 6 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Filing of record by 
Commission with 
Supreme Court 
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 Investigating body 
  Number of: 

 
 
Name 

 
Judges 

 
Lawyers 

Lay 
persons 

 
 
Adjudicating 
body 

 
Appeals from 
adjudication 
are filed with: 

 
Final 
disciplining 
body 

 
Point at which 
reprimands are made 
public 

New York Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 

4 1 2 Commission on 
Judicial 
Conduct 

Court of 
Appeals 

Commission 
on Judicial 
Conduct and 
Court of 
Appeals 

Completion of service of 
record on respondent 

North Carolina Judicial Standards 
Commission 

3 2 2 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme 
Court 

Upon recommendation 
of Commission to 
Supreme Court 

North Dakota Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 

2 1 4 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

At formal hearing 

Ohio Board of 
Commissioners on 
Grievance and 
Discipline8 

7 17 4 Board of 
Commissioners 
on Grievance 
and Discipline 

Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Adjudication 

Oklahoma Court on the 
Judiciary Trial 
Division Council 
 
Council on Judicial 
Complaints 

8 
 
 
 

0 

1 
 
 
 

2 

0 
 
 
 

1 

Court on the 
Judiciary Trial 
Division;  
 
Council on 
Judicial 
Complaints 

Court on the 
Judiciary 
Division;  
 
no appeal from 
Council on 
Judicial 
Complaints 

Court on the 
Judiciary 
Appellate 
Division 

Filing with clerk of the 
Appellate Court 

Oregon Commission of 
Judicial Fitness and 
Disability9 

3 3 3 Supreme Court No appeal Supreme 
Court 

10 

Pennsylvania Judicial Conduct 
Board 

3 3 6 Court of Judicial 
Discipline 

Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Once a final decision 
has been made 

Puerto Rico Disciplinary and 
Removal from 
office for health 
reasons 

~ 5 1 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal complaint 
to the Discipline 
Commission 

Rhode Island Commission on 
Judicial Tenure  
and Discipline 

4 (+3 from 
General 

Assembly) 

3 3 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme 
Court 

When Supreme Court 
affirms a 
recommendation for 
reprimand or removal 

South Carolina Commissioners on 
Judicial Conduct 

14 3 2 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Adjudication 

South Dakota Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission 

2 3 2 Supreme Court No appeals Supreme 
Court 

Filing with the Supreme 
Court 

Tennessee Court of the 
Judiciary 

9 3 2 Court of the 
Judiciary 

Supreme Court, 
then General 
Assembly 

Supreme 
Court or 
General 
Assembly 

Filing of complaint in 
Appellate Court Clerk's 
office 

Texas State Commission 
on Judicial Conduct 

5 2 4 Supreme Court, 
Commission on 
Judicial 
Conduct, or 
review tribunal 
consisting of 
Justices of 
Courts of 
Appeals 

Supreme Court Supreme 
Court, 
Commission 
on Judicial 
Conduct, or 
review 
tribunal 
consisting of 
Justices of 
the Courts of 
Appeals 

Convening of formal 
hearing by the 
Commission on Judicial 
Conduct 

Utah Judicial Conduct 
Commission 

2 2 311 Judicial 
Conduct 
Commission 

Supreme Court Supreme 
Court  

10 days after filing 
appeal 
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 Investigating body 
  Number of: 

 
 
Name 

 
Judges 

 
Lawyers

Lay 
persons 

 
 
Adjudicating 
body 

 
Appeals from 
adjudication 
are filed with: 

 
Final 
disciplining 
body 

 
Point at which 
reprimands are made 
public 

Vermont Judicial Conduct 
Board 

2 2 3 Supreme Court Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal charges 
by Board with Supreme 
Court 

Virginia Judicial Inquiry and 
Review 
Commission 

3 2 2 Supreme Court Supreme Court Supreme 
Court 

Filing of formal complaint 
by Committee with 
Supreme Court 

Washington Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 

3 2 6 Supreme Court No appeal Committee 
on Judicial 
Conduct or 
Supreme 
Court 

Beginning of fact finding 
hearing by Committee 

West Virginia Judicial 
Investigation 
Committee and 
Judicial Hearing 
Board 

3 + one 
magistrate 

2 3 Judicial Hearing 
Board (JHB) 

JHB 
recommends to 
SCA13 

Supreme 
Court of 
Appeals12 

Upon decision by 
Supreme Court of 
Appeals 

Wisconsin Judicial 
Commission 

2 2 5 Supreme 
Court13 

No appeal Supreme 
Court 

Filing of petitioner formal 
complaint by Judicial 
Commission w/Supreme 
Court 

Wyoming Commission on 
Judicial Conduct 
and Ethics 

3 3 6 Supreme Court ~ Supreme 
Court 

Filing with Supreme 
Court 

 
 
FOOTNOTES:
California: 
1 In cases involving more serious misconduct, the commission may issue a public 
admonishment or public censure. The nature and impact of the misconduct 
generally determine the level of discipline. Both public admonishments and public 
censures are notices sent to the judge describing the improper conduct and 
stating the findings made by the commission. These notices are also made 
available to the press and the general public. 
 
District of Columbia: 
2  This only applies in cases of removal or involuntary retirement wherein the 
Chief Justice appoints a three-member federal judge panel to review 
commission's order of removal. 
 
Florida: 
3  This figure is comprised of two judges of each of the District Courts of Appeal, 
Circuit, and County courts. 
4  The Judicial Qualifications Commission investigates and makes 
recommendations to the Supreme Court for discipline or removal. 
5 The Supreme Court power of removal is alternative and cumulative to the power 
of impeachment and suspension by the Governor and Senate. 
 
New Hampshire: 
6  One Clerk of Court is also part of the investigating body. 
7 The Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Conduct may admonish, reprimand 
or order conditions, and the Supreme Court may impose formal discipline. 
 
Ohio: 
8 Initial review is carried out by a panel of three commissioners. 
 

Oregon: 
9 Technically, the Commission of Judicial Fitness and Disability does not 
adjudicate disciplinary matters. It hears the evidence and makes 
recommendations to the Supreme Court, which must review the records, or any 
stipulation for discipline and can hear additional evidence. Technically, then, 
there is no appeal. The Supreme Court orders any discipline, including any 
stipulated sanction. 
10 In Oregon, the allegations become public when the Commission issues a 
notice of public hearing, generally 14 days in advance of the hearing (although it 
can be less in the public interest). The actual complaint is not made public then, 
but the notice includes the general nature of the allegations. In a disciplinary 
case (but not a disability case), the Commission hearing, the evidence received 
there, and the Commission’s decisions and recommendations are public. The 
Supreme Court decision is public when the Court files its opinion. There is no 
reprimand or other sanction until the Supreme Court decision.  
 
Utah: 
11 In addition, four legislators are on the commission. 
 
West Virginia 
12 The final disciplining body is the same for both the Commission and Judicial 
Hearing Board. 
 
Wisconsin: 
13 The Judicial Conduct and Disability Panel, through an ad hoc three-judge panel 
(two must be Court of Appeals judges, one can be a retired, reserve judge or 
Court of Appeals judge appointed as a hearing examiner) makes a report to the 
Supreme Court. 
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Each state as well as the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico has an independent judicial branch. As 
indicated in Table 12, either the Court of Last Resort 
(COLR) (fifteen states) or the Chief Justice of the Court 
of Last Resort (34 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of 
Columbia) is the designated head of the judicial branch.  
In Utah, the Judicial Council is the designated head. 

 
The formulation of rules for court procedure is basic 

to the governance of the judicial branch.  Table 13 
indicates whether the state constitution or the legislative 
branch grants the rule-making authority of the COLR in 
key procedural areas.  The specific areas covered in 
Table 13 are appellate and trial court administration; 
appellate, civil, and criminal procedure; rules of 
evidence; attorney and judicial discipline; and trial court 
costs and fees assessment. 

 
Many state judicial branches incorporate councils or 

conferences in either a policy-making or advisory 
capacity.  Table 14 lists the relevant bodies that report to 
the state’s COLR and cites their purpose, statutory or 
constitutional authority, and the year in which they were 
established. Most councils or conferences are 
established by statute, but they may also be established 
by the state constitution or by a COLR rule.  

 
Twenty-three states have established Judicial 

Compensation Commissions that meet periodically to set 
the salaries of judicial officials. Table 15 offers 
information on the statutory or constitutional authority, 
composition, and meeting schedule of these 
commissions. Whether the respective commissions 
report to the legislature, executive, or the judiciary as 
well as the effects of their recommendations is also 
stated in this table. 

 
Table 16 explains the preparation of the judicial 

branch’s budget.  In most states the budget is initially 
prepared by the state’s administrative office of the 
courts, generally followed by a central review of budget 
submissions by the state’s COLR or administrative office 
of the courts. The situation in many states is complex, 
which is reflected in the number of footnotes appended 
to the table.  Table 16 also focuses on the role of the 
executive and legislative branches in submitting and 
possibly amending the judicial branch budget, and 
provides an estimate of the percentage of the total state 
budget accounted for by the judicial branch.  There is 
some new budget-related information in the 2004 
edition.  Specifically, the table gives the number of 
budget line items in the judicial branch budget and states 
whether that branch can move funds between those 
budget lines.  

 
Table 17 begins with the expenditures for trial court 

operations, distinguishing (where possible) between 
state and local funding sources. The table also describes 

some specific expenditures that fall within the trial court 
budget.  Table 17 lists 18 expenditure areas, noting 
whether the source of funding is the state, county/local 
government, or fees. Often expenditures are funded 
through several sources.  In using this table it should be 
noted that it refers only to the funding of trial courts, and 
is therefore not directly comparable to the dollar 
amounts offered in Table 16, which describes the entire 
judicial branch budget.   Table 17 highlights important 
differences in the scope of state judicial branches, 
specifically whether they encompass functions such as 
child support enforcement, juvenile probation and 
detention, or indigent defense.  Such differences in 
scope, along with differences in which expenditures are 
state funded and which are locally funded or fee 
supported, explain to a substantial extent differences in 
the proportion of the state budget designated for the 
judicial branch as well as staffing levels of administrative 
offices of the courts. 

  
Appellate courts have a designated clerk with 

responsibilities that range from administrative tasks to 
legal research. Table 18 indicates whether a clerk’s 
office has total, shared, or no responsibility for 29 
functional areas. In addition, this table reports the total 
number of full time equivalent staff that report to the 
clerk of court.   

 
In most states, the appellate court clerk is appointed 

by the members of the court and serves at the pleasure 
of the court. (The clerk of the Supreme Court in Montana 
is an elected official, as are the clerks of the 12 regional 
intermediate appellate courts in Ohio).  In 14 states, the 
clerk of the court of last resort also serves as clerk of the 
state’s other appellate court(s). Minimum qualifications 
for clerks vary dramatically between states. Some call 
for a high school diploma, while others require 
admittance to the state bar. Details are in Table 19.   

 
Law clerks provide direct support to appellate court 

justices and judges, or to the court in general through a 
central staff.  The number of law clerks allocated to the 
chief justice or judge and to the associate justices or 
judges of each appellate court can be found in Table 20.  
The number of central law staff is also indicated. 

 
Every state has a central office that has day to day 

administrative responsibilities for the state courts.  The 
head of that office, the state court administrator, is 
usually an appointee of the state judiciary, with the chief 
justice or the COLR exercising the appointment 
authority.  The administrative office’s role in the budget 
process was described in Table 16.  A more 
comprehensive description of what administrative offices 
do is provided in Table 21, which indicates the nature of 
the responsibility of the administrative office for 25 
functional areas relating to a state’s trial court.  The first 
column of the table reports the number of staff in the 
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administrative office, expressed as full-time equivalent 
positions.  The size of the administrative office staff 
reflects both the degree to which there is centralized 
coordination of key functions and the allocation of some 
substantial responsibilities, such as juvenile probation, to 
the administrative office of the courts.  
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 Who is the head  
of the judicial branch? 

 What authority establishes the 
head of the judicial branch? 

  

  
SC Chief Justice 

 
SC 

 
Other 

  
Constitution 

 
Statute 

 
Other 

  
Source of authority 

Alabama ]    ]    AL Const. AM 328 § 6.10 
Alaska ]    ]    AK Const. Art IV § 16 
Arizona ]    ]    AZ Const. Art VI § 3 
Arkansas  ]   ]    AR Const. Amend. 80 

California ]    ]    CA Const. Art VI § 6 
Colorado ]    ]    CO Const. Art VI § 5 
Connecticut ]     ]   C.G.S. § 51-1b(a) 
Delaware ]    ]    DE Const. Art IV § 13 

District of Columbia ]     ]   DC § 11-1701 
Florida ]    ]    FL Const. Art V § 2 
Georgia  ]   ]    GA Const. Art 6 § 9 Para. 1 
Hawaii ]    ]    HI Const. Art VI § 6 

Idaho  ]   ]    ID Const. Art 5 § 2 
Illinois ]    ]    IL Const. Art 6 § 16 
Indiana ]    ] ]   IN Const. Art VII § 3 
Iowa  ]   ] ]   IA Const. Art V § 4; Iowa Code § 602.1201 

Kansas ]    ] ]   KS Const. Art III § 1; K.S. § 20101 
Kentucky ]    ]    KY Const. § 110(5(b) 
Louisiana ]    ]    LA Const. Art V § 6 
Maine ]     ]   4 M.R.S.A. § 1 

Maryland ]    ]    MD Const. Art IV § 18B 
Massachusetts  ]   ] ]   MGL C.h. 211 § 3; MA Const. Pt. I, Art 29 
Michigan  ]   ]    MI Const. Art VI § 3-4 
Minnesota ]     ]   MS § 2.724 Subd. 4 

Mississippi ]     ]   MSC § 9-3-61; V9-3-39; § 9-21-3 
Missouri  ]   ]    MO Const. Art V § 4 
Montana  ]   ]    MT Const. Art VII § 2 
Nebraska ]    ]    NE Const. Art V § 1 

Nevada ]    ]    NV Const. Art VI § 19 
New Hampshire ]    ]    NH Const. Pt. 2 Art. 73-A 
New Jersey ]    ]    NJ Const. Art 6 § 7 Pt. 1 
New Mexico  ]   ]    NM Const. Art 6 § 3 

New York 
]    ]    NY Const. Art VI § 28 

North Carolina  ]   ] ]   NC Const. Art IV § 13; NCGS § 7A 33, 34 
North Dakota ]    ] ]   ND Const. Art VI, 33; NDCC § 27-02-05.1 
Ohio ]    ]    OH Const. Art IV § 5 

Oklahoma ]    ]    OK Const. Art 7 § 6 
Oregon ]     ]   ORS § 1.002 (1) 
Pennsylvania  ]   ]    PA Const. Art V § 10; 42 Pa.C.S. Sec. 1701
Puerto Rico ]

    ] ]   N/S 

Rhode Island ]     ]   RI GL § 8-15-2 
South Carolina ]    ]    SC Const. Art V § 4 
South Dakota ]    

]

    SD Const. Art V § 11 
Tennessee  

]    ] ]

1 
 TCA 16-3-501-502; S. Ct. R. 11 

Texas  ]   
]

 
]

   TX Const. Art 5 § 31; TX Gov’t Code Ch. 74
Utah   ]

2 
 ]    UT Const. Art 8 § 12 

Vermont  ]   ]    VT Const. Ch. II § 30 
Virginia ]    ]    VA Const. Art VI § 4 

Washington  ]   ]    WA Const. Art 4 § 1 
West Virginia ]    ]    WV Const. Art 8 § 3 
Wisconsin ]    ]    WI Const. Art 7 § 4 (3) 
Wyoming ]    ] ]   WY Const. Art 5 § 2; W.S. § 52-102 
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FOOTNOTES: 

Tennessee: 
1 Judicial branch rule is the other authority that establishes the head of the 
judicial branch. 

Utah: 
2 The Judicial Council is the head of the judicial branch. 

 
 



Table 13.  The Source of Rule Making Authority of Courts of Last Resort by Specific Areas 
 
Legend: L=Legislature; C=Constitution 
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 Rules of: 
 Court administration Procedure  Discipline 
  

Appellate 
 

Trial 
 

Appellate 
 

Civil and Criminal 
 

Evidence 
 

Judicial 
 

Attorney 

 
Trial court costs and 

fees assessment 
Alabama C C C L/C L/C L/C C L/C1 

Alaska C C C2 C C L/C3 C L/C4 

Arizona L/C L/C C C C C C L/C5 

Arkansas C C C C L/C C C L 

California L6 L6 L/C7 L8 C C L/C L 
Colorado C C9 C C C C C L 
Connecticut L/C10 11,12 C13 14 C L15 16 L17 

Delaware C C L/C C C C C L/C18 

District of Columbia L 19 L L20 21 22 L 23 

Florida C C C C C L24 C L 
Georgia C25 C26 L/C27 L/C L C C L 
Hawaii C C C C L C C L28 

Idaho L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C C L L 
Illinois C C29 L/C30 L30 L/C C C L 
Indiana C C C L/C L/C C C L 
Iowa L/C L/C L/C31 L31 L L/C L/C L 

Kansas L/C L/C L/C L/C32 L C L L 
Kentucky C C C C C C C L33 

Louisiana L/C34 L/C34 L/C35 L/C35 C C C L/C36 

Maine L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L 

Maryland L/C L/C L/C L/C C L/C L L/C37 

Massachusetts C L/C38 L/C39 L/C39 L/C39 L/C40 C L41 

Michigan C C C C C C C L 
Minnesota C C C L/C L L/C L/C L 

Mississippi C C C42 C C C C L 
Missouri C C L/C43 L/C43 C L44 C L 
Montana C C C C C C C L 
Nebraska C C C C C C C L 

Nevada C C C L/C C L L L/C45 

New Hampshire C C C C C C L/C L/C 
New Jersey C C C C C L/C C L/C46 

New Mexico C C C C C C C L 

New York C47 C L48 L L L49 L L 
North Carolina C L/C50 C L/C51 L L/C52 L/C53 L 
North Dakota C C C C C L L L 
Ohio C54 C54 C C C C C L 

Oklahoma L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L 
Oregon L C L L55 L L L56 L57 

Pennsylvania L/C L/C L/C L/C C C C L/C58 

Puerto Rico C C L L/C59 L/C C C L 

Rhode Island L L L L L L L L 
South Carolina L/C L/C L/C L/C60 L/C L/C L/C L 
South Dakota L/C L/C L/C L/C61 L/C C C L 
Tennessee L62 L/C63 L/C64 L/C65 L/C L/C66 L L/C67 

Texas L/C L/C L L/C L C L L 
Utah C68 C L/C69 L/C69 C L/C70 C L 
Vermont C C C C C C C L 
Virginia L/C71 L/C71 L/C72 L/C72 L/C L73 L74 L75 

Washington L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C C L/C L/C 
West Virginia L/C L/C L/C L/C76 L/C C L/C L 
Wisconsin C C L/C78 L/C77 L L/C78, 79 L/C L80 

Wyoming L/C C L/C L/C L/C C L L/C81 



Table 13.  The Source of Rule Making Authority of Courts of Last Resort by Specific Areas 
 
 

State Court Organization, 2004    66 

FOOTNOTES:

Alabama: 
1 Although court costs are generally assessed pursuant to legislation, the 
Supreme Court has established fees by rule in certain instances (i.e., transcript 
fees, appellate docket fees, docket fees for post-conviction petitions, etc.). 
 
Alaska: 
2 The Supreme Court has the authority to adopt rules governing practice and 
procedures in state courts.  The legislature has the power to amend rules, but not 
adopt them. 
3 The constitution specifies the powers and duties of the Judicial Conduct 
Commission, and the basis for judicial disqualification is established by law.  The 
Code of Judicial Conduct is promulgated by the Supreme Court. 
4 The legislature can set court fees and surcharges for filing and court use; the 
Supreme Court sets awards for attorneys’ fees and costs. 
 
Arizona: 
5 The Supreme Court establishes all rules, but does not establish fees unless 
given statutory authority. 
 
California: 
6 The Judicial Council also has authority. 
7 The Judicial Council also has policy setting and rule making authority.  The 
Council’s rules must be consistent with any statutes passed by the legislature.  
The court may adopt rules for its own procedures not inconsistent with the rules 
of the Council or statute. 
8 The legislature is the higher authority.  The Judicial Council rules must not be 
inconsistent with statute. 
 
Colorado: 
9 Rules are established by the Supreme Court; however, some may be modified 
at the district level. 
 
Connecticut: 
10 The appellate courts do not have formal “rules of administration.”  The 
Supreme Court and the Appellate Court are served by the same administrative 
offices and by one appellate clerk’s office.  There is one chief administrative 
judge for the appellate courts. 
11 The Superior Court does not have formal “rules of administration.”  The chief 
court administrator directly, and through the Court Operations’ Division, issues 
administrative policies for the trial courts and the judicial branch. 
12 For the Superior Court, statutes designate the powers and duties of the chief 
court administrator who serves at the pleasure of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 
13 Both the Supreme Court and the Appellate Court have input into the Rules of 
Appellate Procedure. 
14 Superior Court judges establish the rules of civil and criminal procedure. 
15 Connecticut has adopted a Code of Judicial Conduct.  There also exists a 
Judicial Review Council within the legislative branch that examines the conduct 
of judicial officers. 
16 The Superior Court has adopted Rules of Professional Conduct for attorneys.  
Additionally, the courts have adopted Grievance Rules to be followed for the 
discipline of attorneys. 
17 Court costs are assessed by the courts.  The Superior Court has the ability to 
charge fees in connection with the regulation of attorneys. 
 
Delaware: 
18 Court costs and fees are set by statute for Justice of the Peace courts.  All 
other court fees and costs are set by individual court rules. 
 
District of Columbia: 
19 Trial courts make their own rules of administration under statutory authority 
provided to them.  Some rules are also based on inherent authority. 
20 The trial court establishes its own rules of civil procedure.  If there is a conflict 
with federal rules, the Appeals Court establishes rules. 
21 Trial courts establish their own rules of evidence under statutory authority 
provided to them. 
22 The DC Commission on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure was created as a part 
of the Home Rule Charter for the District of Columbia.  The responsibility for 
judicial discipline resides with the Commission. 
23 Trial courts establish their own rules concerning trial court costs and fees 
under the statutory authority provided to them. 
 
Florida: 
24 The Judicial Qualifications Commission, established by the Florida constitution, 
adopts rules, such as its proceedings on judicial discipline.   
The Supreme Court establishes the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
 
Georgia: 
25 This also applies to the Court of Appeals. 
26 The advice of the Trial Court Council is also a source of authority. 

27 The Supreme Court shall have full power and authority to make all rules.  It 
may, by rules, provide and declare when the court shall sit, how its minutes shall 
be kept, and how the cases on its dockets shall be apportioned; and it generally 
may make all regulations as to practice and procedure. 
 
Hawaii: 
28 The legislature has given the Supreme Court the authority to modify and add to 
some statutory fees. 
 
Illinois: 
29 Supreme Court Rule 21 (b) allows Chief Judges to enter orders relating to the 
assignment of judges, times of holding court, etc.  Trial judges in each circuit also 
adopt local administrative rules, usually by a majority vote. 
30 The Supreme Court has power to make rules of pleading, practice, and 
procedure for the Circuit, Appellate, and Supreme courts.  Subject to the rules of 
the Supreme Court, the Circuit and Appellate courts may make rules regulating 
their dockets, calendars, and business.  General rules apply to both civil and 
criminal proceedings.  The rules on proceedings in trial courts, together with the 
Civil Practice Law and the Code of Criminal Procedure, govern all proceedings in 
the trial court, except those regulated by statute.  The rules on appeals govern all 
appeals. 
 
Iowa: 
31 The Iowa constitution makes a general jurisdictional statement granting to the 
Supreme Court “supervisory and administrative control over all inferior judicial 
tribunals.”  The legislature codified what that meant to include procedural rule-
making authority and disciplinary power over judges and attorneys. 
 
Kansas: 
32 The legislature creates rules for civil procedure; the Supreme Court makes 
case law. 
 
Kentucky: 
33 The legislature sets fines and most fees.  The Supreme Court can set filing 
fees, but must notify the legislature when changing them. 
 
Louisiana: 
34 The legislature establishes rules of administration for the appellate courts 
through the enactment of statutes.  The Supreme Court also has the 
constitutional inherent authority to establish rules of administration. 
35 The legislature establishes procedure through the enactment of the Louisiana 
Revised Statutes.  Courts promulgate the Uniform Rules of Appellate Procedure 
sanctioned by the Supreme Court. 
36 The legislature has the constitutional authority to establish limits on fees and 
costs.  However, statutes also allow the Supreme Court to establish costs and 
fees in certain circumstances. 
 
Maryland: 
37 Both have equal power. 
 
Massachusetts: 
38 Statutory rule making authority is dispersed throughout the judicial department.  
However, all such rules must be approved by the Supreme Judicial Court. 
39 It has never been determined whether procedural rule making authority 
ultimately resides in the courts, i.e., in the Supreme Judicial Court or in the 
legislature.  Since the mid-1970s a cooperative relationship has developed 
between the judicial and legislative branches with respect to the adoption of court 
rules in appropriate circumstances and the enactment or repeal, as necessary, of 
corollary legislation. 
40 The Supreme Judicial Court has adopted, as a court rule, the Code of Judicial 
Conduct.  The legislature has established, by statute, the Commission on Judicial 
Conduct to investigate allegations of judicial misconduct, including violations of 
the Code of Judicial Conduct.  The Commission adopts its own rules subject to 
the approval of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
41 The Supreme Judicial Court has not established court fees and costs by court 
rule.  The legislature has, at times, established court costs and fees by statute 
and, at other times, has delegated such authority to judicial personnel. 
 
Mississippi: 
42 Under all categories, legislative enactments, which do not impede any court 
ordered rules, are allowed. 
 
Missouri: 
43 The Missouri constitution provides that the rules of practice and procedure, 
with limited exceptions, may be adopted by the Supreme Court.  The general 
assembly may amend any such rule in a bill limited to that purpose. 
44 The basis for discipline is the constitution, and the Commission on Retirement, 
Removal and Discipline, which is a constitutional body, investigates allegations of 
misconduct.  The Supreme Court reviews Commission recommendations for 
discipline and makes the final decision. Within the constitutional language, 
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violations of the Code of Ethics may constitute grounds for discipline, and 
impeachment is an alternative means of discipline. 
 
Nevada: 
45 The court has the authority to establish rules through the adoption of court 
rules.  The legislature has the ability to establish rules by enacting legislation 
concerning trial court costs and fees assessments. 
 
New Jersey: 
46 The court has exercised authority to set costs and fees when the statute 
specifically gives the court that authority. 
 
New York: 
47 Rules of administration for both the trial and appellate courts are established 
by the chief administrator of the courts on behalf of the Chief Judge of New York 
State (State Const., Art. VI, § 28).  The Chief Judge has delegated back to the 
appellate courts the power to adopt most administrative rules for their respective 
courts; the chief administrator’s rules predominately affect the trial courts. 
48 The power to promulgate rules of practice and procedure in the courts of the 
New York State Unified Court System – both trial and appellate, both civil and 
criminal – is placed in the legislature (State Const., Art. VI, § 30), which in turn 
has the power to delegate that authority to a court.  The legislature has enacted a 
comprehensive series of practice and procedure statutes for all courts, both civil 
and criminal, and has also delegated, by statute, to the Court of Appeals, each 
appellate division, and to the chief administrator of the courts the power to 
promulgate additional rules of practice and procedure not inconsistent with 
statute.  Individual trial courts retain the power to enact their own rules as long as 
they are consistent with statute and general rules (as set forth in Art. VI, § 30). 
49 Judicial discipline is regulated and enforced by an independent State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct (State Const., Art. VI, § 22). 
 
North Carolina: 
50 The senior resident Superior Court judge and the chief District Court judge 
have statutory and constitutional administrative authorities over the trial courts in 
their districts.  The Supreme Court also has supervisory authorities. 
51 Authority to make rules of procedure and practice for the trial courts is 
constitutionally placed with the general assembly which has delegated this 
authority to the Supreme Court, as allowed for in the constitutional provision. 
52 The legislature has delineated the grounds for censure or removal; the 
Supreme Court is authorized, by rule, to prescribe standards of judicial conduct.  
The legislature has also established the Judicial Standards Commission to 
investigate allegations of judicial misconduct and to make recommendations for 
disciplinary action to the Supreme Court. 
53 The NC State Bar, established by statute, makes rules regarding attorney 
discipline that are subject to certain review by the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 
 
Ohio: 
54 The legislature creates the courts and boundaries, creates judgeships, and 
makes other statutory provisions.  The rules of operation are promulgated by the 
Supreme Court. 
 
Oregon: 
55 Although there is a Council of Court Procedures that makes changes to the 
Oregon Rules of Civil Procedure, the legislature amends them before they go 
into effect, as they are part of the statutes. 
56 Some requirements are statutory, e.g., minimum standards.  The actual 
authority is with the Supreme Court (through state bar association committees 
usually) to approve the detailed rules and changes. 
57 Filing fees are statutory.  Fees for certain incidental charges (e.g., costs of 
duplicating tapes, test costs, etc.) are by Chief Justice Order pursuant to 
statutory authority. 
 
Pennsylvania: 
58 The Supreme Court enacts these rules to ensure the efficient and effective 
administration of justice.  In general, the legislature enacts cost and fee 
legislation to implement newly passed initiatives. 
 

Puerto Rico: 
59 The constitution authorizes the Supreme Court to establish the rules.  The  
rules should be submitted to the legislature for approval. 
 
South Carolina: 
60 SC Code § 14-3-950 requires rules governing practice and procedure in all 
courts to be submitted to the judiciary committees of both houses.  They become 
effective 90 days after submission unless disapproved by 3/5 of the members of 
each house voting. 
 
South Dakota: 
61 The Supreme Court has authority to adopt rules of practice and procedure, 
which may then be amended by the legislature. 
 
Tennessee: 
62 This also applies to intermediate courts. 
63 The legislature authorizes the courts to establish rules of trial court 
administration. 
64 By legislative authority, the Supreme Court appoints an advisory Commission 
on Rules of Appellate Procedure.  Revisions are adopted by court order and sent 
to the legislature for approval.  The Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, and Court 
of Criminal Appeals may make and amend rules governing practice not 
inconsistent with the Commission’s rules. 
65 An advisory committee, statutorily created but appointed by the Supreme 
Court, recommends or submits revisions to the Supreme Court.  The court then 
adopts them by court order and introduces them to the legislature for joint 
resolution passage. 
66 The Legislature gives the authority to the Supreme Court. 
67 The legislature has this authority by statute and court rules. 
 
Utah: 
68 The rules of administration are the exclusive responsibility of the Utah Judicial 
Council. 
69 The Supreme Court can adopt and amend rules of procedure.  The legislature 
can amend rules of procedure by a 2/3 majority of both houses. 
70 The Supreme Court adopts and amends the Code of Judicial Conduct.  The 
legislature provides for the composition and procedures of the Judicial Conduct 
Commission.  The Supreme Court reviews the orders of the Judicial Conduct 
Commission. 
 
Virginia: 
71 The court can make rules not inconsistent with legislative enactments. 
72 The court can establish rules that do not conflict with statutory provisions. 
73 The Supreme Court promulgates canons of judicial discipline. 
74 The Supreme Court can promulgate only rules that are consistent with 
enactments of the legislature. 
75 The legislature has delegated to the Supreme Court the authority to set the 
amount for certain offenses if they are “pre-paid” before trial. 
 
West Virginia: 
76 The legislature may establish rules of civil and criminal procedure, but the 
court may supercede these rules. 
 
Wisconsin: 
77 The legislature and the Supreme Court have independent and complementary 
roles (see section 751.12 Wisconsin statutes). 
78 The rules do not overlap.  The legislature establishes the procedures for 
investigation, and the Supreme Court establishes the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
79 The legislature makes its rules of judicial discipline under constitutional 
authority.  The Supreme Court makes its rules of judicial discipline under 
constitutional and inherent authority. 
80 Rules concerning trial court costs and fee assessments are the exclusive 
domain of the legislature with the exception of the hourly rate of court appointed 
counsel, which is set by Supreme Court rule. 
 
Wyoming: 
81 What the legislature prescribes in terms of fees and costs governs; however, 
absent legislation preemption, the Supreme Court has established court costs.
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established 

 
Reports to: 

Alabama Rules Committees 
 
Judicial Conference 
 
 

Procedural rules 
 
Recommendations 
on administration of 
justice 

§6.11, Amend #328, AL Const. 1901 
 
§12-8-1, Code of ALA (1975) 
 

1975 
 

1961 
 

Supreme Court 
 
~ 
 

Alaska Alaska Bar Association 
 
 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
Rules Committees 

Attorney ethics 
CLE 
Gender fairness 
 
Collect and analyze 
statistics 
 
Procedural rules  

AK Rules of Court, Statutes 
AK Rules of Court, Statutes 
AK Rules of Court, Statutes 
 
Art. 4 §8, AK Const. 
 
 
§4.15 AK Const., Supreme Ct. Order 

1960 
1981 
1993 

 
1959 

 
 

1959 

Supreme Court 
Supreme Court 
Supreme Court 
 
~ 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Arizona Disciplinary Commission 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
 
Mandatory continuing legal education 
 
Commission on Minorities 
 
Comm. on Ltd Jurisdiction Courts, 
Comm. on Superior Court 
 
Domestic Relations Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
Budget preparation,
recommendations 
to legislature 
 
CLE 
 
Minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
Procedural rules 

AZ Rules of Court, AZ Constitution 
 
AZ Code of Judicial Administration 
 
 
 
AZ Rules of Court 
 
AZ Code of Judicial Administration 
 
AZ Code of Judicial Administration 
 
 
§25.323.02, AZ Rev. Statutes 

1999 
 

1990 
 
 
 

1989 
 

1990 
 

1990 
 
 

2002 

Chief Justice 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
 
State Bar of AZ 
 
Judicial Council 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
Chief Justice 

Arkansas Comm. on Professional Conduct 
 
Office of Professional Programs 
 
Several Supreme Ct. committees 
 
Access to Justice Commission 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Legal services 

Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rules 
 
Supreme Court rule 

1965 
 

1988 
 

Varies 
 

2004 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

California Work group 
 
Judicial Council Advisory Comm. on 
Access and Fairness 
 
Rules and Projects Committees 

Budget prep. 
 
Gender and 
minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 

Chief Justice 
 
CA Constitution 
 
 
Judicial Council 

2004 
 

1987 
 

 
Varies 

~ 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
Judicial Council 

Colorado Attorney Regulation Counsel 
 
Board of Cont. Legal & Judicial Ed 
 
Judicial Ethics Advisory Board 
 
 
 
Judicial Advisory Committee 
 
 
Court Improvement Committee 
 
 
 
 
Commission on Families 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Provides advisory 
opinions regarding 
compliance 
 
Improve judicial 
system 
 
Dependency & 
neglect case 
processing 
improvements 
 
Case processing 
improvements 

C.R.C.P. Rule 251.3 
 
C.R.C.P. Rule 260 
 
Chief Justice Directive 94-01 
 
 
 
C.I.D. 85-30 
 
 
Federally funded grant 
 
 
 
 
Federally funded grant 
 

1999 
 

1978 
 

1994 
 
 
 

1985 
 
 

1995 
 
 
 
 

1999 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Chief Justice & 
State Court 
Administrator 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
 
 
Chief Justice 

Connecticut Statewide Grievance Committee 
 
Executive Committee 
 
Rules Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
Personnel policies 
 
Procedural rules 

Statute/ Court practice book 
 
Judges of the Superior Court 
 
Judges of the Superior Court 

1986 
 

1978 
 

pre 1978 

~ 
 
~ 
 
~ 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established

 
Reports to: 

Delaware Office of Disciplinary Council 
 
Comm. on Continuing Legal Ed. 
 
Supreme Court Legislative Comm. 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 

Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
Chief Justice 

1984 
 

1987 
 

2004 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

District of 
Columbia 

Office of Bar Counsel 
 
Standing Comm. on Fairness & 
Access 

Attorney ethics 
 
Gender fairness, 
minority fairness 

Statute 
 
Order 
 

1972 
 

1997 
 

Court of Appeals 
 
Joint Committee 
 

Florida Trial Court Budget Commission 
 
District Court Budget Commission 
 
Standing Comm. on Fairness and 
Diversity 

Budget prep. 
 
Budget prep. 
 
Minority fairness 

Supreme Court 
 
Administrative order 
 
Administrative order 
 

2000 
 

2000 
 

2004 

Chief Justice 
 
Chief Justice 
 
Chief Justice 
 

Georgia Institute of Continuing Legal 
Education 
 
Georgia Commission on Access and 
Fairness 
 
Rules Committees 

CLE 
 
 
Gender and 
minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Constitution 

1976 
 
 

20041 

 
 

N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Hawaii Disciplinary Board & Office of 
Disciplinary Counsel 
 
Committee on Equality and Access to 
the Courts 
 
 
Committee on Court Interpreters 
 
Rules committees 
 
Statewide Policy Advisory Comm. 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
Access, gender 
fairness, minority 
fairness 
 
Minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 

Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Chief Justice orders 
 
Chief Justice Memorandum 

1929 
 
 

1989 
 
 
 

1995 
 

Varies 
 

1996 

~ 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Chief Justice 
 

Idaho Administrative Conference 
 
Judicial Education 
 
Fairness & Equality Commission 
 
 
Administrative Conference 
 
 
 
Supreme Court Advisory Comm. 

Budget prep. 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness, 
minority fairness 
 
Personnel policies, 
recommendations 
to the legislature 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court Appointment 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court appointment 
 
 
 
Supreme Court Order 

N/S 
 

1994 
 

1995 
 
 

N/S 
 
 

 
N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Illinois Attorney Registration & Disciplinary 
Commission 
 
Capital Litigation Trial Bar 
 
Supreme Court Rules Committee 
Article V Comm. of Chief Judges 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
Procedural rules 

Rule-making 
 
 
Supreme Court rule/order 
 
Supreme Court Rules 

1973 
 
 

2001 
 

1981 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Indiana Disciplinary Commission 
 
Commission for Continuing CLE 
 
Race & Gender Fairness 
Commission 
 
Supreme Court Committee on Rules 
of Practice and Procedure 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness, 
minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 
 

Admission and Discipline Rule 23 
 
Admission and Discipline Rule 29 
 
IN Admin. Rule 4 (C) 
 
 
IN Trial Rule 80 

1949 
 

1986 
 

1999 
 
 

1972 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established 

 
Reports to: 

Iowa Attorney Disciplinary Board 
 
Grievance Commission 
 
Comm. on Continuing Legal Ed. 
 
Judicial Council 
 
Rules committees 

Attorney ethics 
 
Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Personnel policies 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Court rule 
 
Court rule & statutory 
 
Court rule 

1964 
 

1974 
 

1975 
 

1972 
 

Varies 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Kansas Disciplinary Administrator 
 
CLE Commission 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 

Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rule 

1972 
 

1985 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Kentucky 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board 
 
Judicial Budgetary Control Board 
 
Mandatory CLE Committee 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
 
 
Task Force on Women in the Courts 
 
Task Force on Racial and Ethnic 
Fairness in the Courts 
 
Human Resource Comm. and Human 
Resource Advisory Comm. 

Attorney ethics 
 
Budget prep. 
 
CLE 
 
Collect and analyze 
statistics and make 
recommendations 
to the legislature 
 
Gender fairness 
 
Minority fairness 
 
 
Personnel policies 
 

LASC Rule XIX 
 
LASC Rules, Part G, §4 
 
LASC Rule XXX 
 
LASC Rule XXII 
 
 
 
 
LASC order 
 
LASC order 
 
 
LASC order 
 

1990 
 

1977 
 

1992 
 

1975 
 
 
 
 

1990 
 

1993 
 
 

1994 
 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 

Maine 
 

NR NR NR NR NR 

Maryland Attorney Grievance Committee 
 
Rules Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
Procedural rules 

Rule 
 
Rule 

N/S 
 

N/S 

Court of Appeals 
 
Court of Appeals 

Massachusetts Board of Bar Overseers 
 
Gender Equality Advisory Board 
 
 
Racial and Ethnic Access and 
Fairness Board 
 
Advisory Committee on Personnel 
Standards 
 
Standing Advisory Committee on the 
Rules of Civil Procedure 
 
Standing Advisory Committee on the 
Rules of Criminal Procedure 

Attorney ethics 
 
Gender fairness 
 
 
Minority fairness 
 
 
Personnel policies 
 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Judicial Court Rule 4:1 
 
CJ for Administration & Mgmt 
inherent statutory authority 
 
CJ for Administration & Mgmt 
inherent statutory authority 
 
Statute G.L. 211B, §8 
 
 
Supreme Judicial Court inherent rule-
making authority 
 
Supreme Judicial Court inherent rule-
making authority 

1974 
 

1989 
 
 

1978 
 
 

1978 
 
 

1974 
 
 

1979 
 

~ 
 
Chief Justice for 
Admin. & Mgmt. 
 
Chief Justice for 
Admin. & Mgmt. 
 
Chief Justice for 
Admin. & Mgmt. 
 
Supreme Judicial 
Court 
 
Supreme Judicial 
Court 

Michigan State Drug Treatment Court Advisory 
Committee 

Monitor drug 
treatment courts & 
programs 

Statute 600.1082 2005 Legislature, 
Supreme Court 

Minnesota Lawyers Professional Responsibility 
Board 
 
Conference of Chief Judges; Court of 
Appeals; Supreme Court 
 
Board of Continuing Legal Ed. 
 
Gender Fairness Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
Budget prep. 
 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness 

Court rule 
 
 
M.S. 2.724 
 
 
Court rule 
 
Supreme Court order 

Pre 1970 
 
 

1978/1986 
 
 

1973 
 

1987 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established

 
Reports to: 

Minnesota 
(continued) 

Racial Fairness Committee 
 
Conferences of Chief Judges; 
Supreme Court 
 
Ind. committees for specific areas 
 
Lawyer Trust Account Board, Legal 
Services Advisory Committee 

Minority fairness 
 
Personnel policies 
 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Funding for civil 
legal services 

Supreme Court order 
 
M.S. 480.181 
 
 
480.05; 480.059; 480.0591; 480.0595 
 
M.S. 480.242 

1990 
 

1978/1989 
 
 

1970s 
 

1983 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Mississippi Commission on Professional 
Responsibility 
 
MS Commission on Continuing Legal 
Education 
 
Gender Fairness Task Force 
 
Rules Advisory Committee 
 
Judicial Advisory Study Commission 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
 
Gender fairness 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 

Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Statute 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 

N/S 

N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
N/S 
 
N/S 

Missouri Advisory Committee/ Regional 
Disciplinary Committees 
 
Circuit Court Budget Committee 
 
 
 
Coordinating Commission for Judicial 
Education 
 
Commission on Judicial Resources 
 
 
Supreme Court Civil Rules Comm. 
 
Committee on Procedure in Criminal 
Cases 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
Budget preparation 
and personnel 
policies 
 
CLE 
 
 
Collect and analyze 
statistics 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court Rule 5 
 
 
Supreme Court Rule 7 
 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Section 476.415, RSMo 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

1974 
 
 

1978 
 
 
 

1998 
 
 

1989 
 

 
1994 

 
2000 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court  
 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 

2 

 

2 

Montana Commission on Code of Judicial 
Conduct 
 
Commission on Continuing Legal 
Education 
 
Gender Fairness Commission 
 
Equal Justice Task Force 
 
Advisory Commission on Rules of 
Civil and Appellate Procedure 
 
Commission on Rules of Evidence 
 
Uniform District Court Rules 
Commission 
 
Civil Jury Instructions Guidelines 
Commission 
 
Criminal Jury Instructions 
Commission 
 
Commission on Self-Represented 
Litigants 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
 
Gender fairness 
 
Minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
Jury instructions 
 
 
Jury instructions 
 
 
Access to justice 
 

Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 

2003 
 

 
1982 

 
 

1990 
 

2000 
 

1963 
 
 

1974 
 

1961 
 
 

N/S 
 

 
1976 

 
 

2000 
 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established 

 
Reports to: 

Montana 
(continued) 

Commission on Courts of Limited 
Jurisdiction 
 
Commission on Technology 
 
District Court Council 

Training 
 
 
Tech. standards 
 
Administration 

Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Statute 

1974 
 
 

2002 
 

2001 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Nebraska Judicial Ethics Committee 
 
Gender Fairness Implementation 
Committee 
 
Minority and Justice Implementation 
Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
Gender fairness 
 
 
Minority fairness 
 

Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 
 

Supreme Court 
 
Bar Association, 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 

Nevada CLE Board 
 
Judicial Council 

CLE 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 

Court Rule 207 et. seq. 
 
Court Rule 9 

1982 
 

1977 

~ 
 
Supreme Court 

New Hampshire Supreme Court Committee on 
Professional Conduct 
 
Minimum Continuing Legal Education 
Board 
 
Supreme Court Comm. on Rules 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
 
Procedural rules 

Statute, NH Constitution 
 
 
NH Constitution 
 
 
NH Constitution 

1974 
 
 

1991 
 
 

1985 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 

New Jersey Disciplinary Oversight Committee, 
Office of Attorney Ethics, Disciplinary 
Review Board, District Ethics 
Committees, and District Fee 
Arbitration Committees 
 
Committee on Women in the Courts 
 
Committee on Judicial Salaries and 
Pensions 
 
Committee on Minority Concerns 
 
Rules Committees  

Attorney ethics 
 
 
 
 
 
Gender fairness 
 
Judicial salaries 
 
 
Minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 

Court Rule 1:20, et. seq./NJ 
Constitution 
 
 
 
 
Supreme Court standing committee 
 
Supreme Court standing committee 
 
 
Supreme Court standing committee 
 
Supreme Court standing committees 

1978 
 
 
 
 
 

1983 
 

1976 
 
 

1985 
 

N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

New Mexico Disciplinary Board, Code of 
Professional Conduct Committee  
 
Budget Committee 
 
Judicial Continuing Legal Education 
Committee, Judicial Education and 
Training Advisory Committee, and 
Minimum Continuing Legal Education 
Board 
  
Judicial Branch Personnel Grievance 
Committee and Judicial Branch 
Personnel Rules Committee 
 
Rules Committees  

Attorney ethics 
 
 
Budget preparation 
 
CLE 
 
 
 
 
 
Personnel policies 
 
 
 
Procedural rules 

N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
N/S 
 
 
 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
 
N/S 

N/S 
 

 
1998 

 
N/S 

 
 
 
 
 

N/S 
 
 
 

N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 

New York Grievance Committees 
 
CLE Board 
 
NYS Judicial Committee on Women 
in the Courts 
 
Franklin H. Williams Commission on 
Minorities 
 
Administrative Board 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness 
 
 
Minority fairness 
 
 
Procedural rules 

Statute 
 
22NYCRR§1500.3 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
Constitution Article 6, §28 

1977 
 

1997 
 

1986 
 
 

1991 
 
 

1977 

N/S 
 
Admin. Board 
 
Chief Judge 
 
 
Chief Judge 
 
 
N/S 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established

 
Reports to: 

New York 
(continued) 

Advisory Committee on Judicial 
Ethics 
 
Advisory Committees  
 
 
Housing Court Advisory Council 
 
 
Judicial Hearing Officer Selection 
Advisory Committees 
 
Permanent Commission on Justice 
for Children 
 
Parent Education Advisory Board 

Judicial ethics 
 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 
 
Judicial 
qualification 
 
Judicial 
qualification 
 
Children’s issues 
 
 
Education 

Judiciary Law §212 (2) (1) 
 
 
Judiciary Law §212 (1) (q) 
 
 
NYCCCA §110[g] 
 
 
NYCCCA §122 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 

N/S 
 
 

Varies 
 

 
1973 

 
 

1984 
 

 
1988 

 
 

2001 

Chief Admin. 
Judge 
 
Chief Admin. 
Judge 
 
Chief Admin. 
Judge 
 
Chief Admin. 
Judge 
 
Chief Judge 
 
 
Chief Judge 

North Carolina Chief Justice’s Committee on 
Professionalism 
 
Judicial Council 
 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 

Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Statute 
 

1998 
 
 

1999 

Supreme Court, 
state bar 
 
Chief Justice 

North Dakota Education Commission 
 
Personnel Policy Board 
 
Joint Procedure Committee 

CLE 
 
Personnel policies 
 
Procedural rules 

N/S 
 
N/S 
 
N/S 

1994 
 

1995 
 

1978 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Ohio Supreme Court Commission on 
Continuing Legal Education 
 
Supreme Court Rules Advisory 
Committee 

CLE 
 
 
Procedural rules 

Rules for the government of the bar 
 
 
Rules for the government of the bar 

1988 
 
 

1990 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Oklahoma 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Oregon Professional Responsibility Board/ 
Bar Board of Governors 
 
MCLE Committee 
 
 
Access to Justice for All Committee 
 
 
Council on Court Procedures 
 
Uniform Trial Court Rules Comm. 
 
 
Local Criminal Justice Advisory 
Councils 
 
Local Public Safety Coordinating 
Councils 
 
Family Law Advisory Comm. 
 
Oregon Bench and Bar Commission 
of Professionalism 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
 
Gender fairness, 
racial fairness 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
Criminal law 
procedure 
 
Community 
corrections 
 
Family law 
 
Professionalism 

ORS 9.490 et seq. 
 
 
MCLE rules and regulations 
 
 
Chief Justice order 
 
 
ORS 1.725 
 
ORS 1.002, 1.006, Chief Justice 
order 
 
ORS 1.851 
 
 
ORS 423.560 
 
 
ORS 3.436 
 
Chief Justice order 

1983 
 

 
1987 

 
 

 
1997 

 
1993 

 
1993 

 
 

1993 
 

 
1995 

 
 

1997 
 

1994 

Bar Board of Gov. 
Supreme Court 
 
Bar Board of Gov.
 
Supreme Court 
 
Chief Justice, 
Court Admin. 
 
Presiding judge 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
~ 
 
 
~ 
 
Court Admin. 
 

Pennsylvania Disciplinary Board of the Supreme 
Court 
 
Continuing Legal Education Board 
 
Rules Committees 
 
 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
Procedural rules 
 

PA Const. Art. V Sec. 10; Rules of 
Disciplinary Enforcement 
 
PA Const. Art. V Sec. 10; Cont. Legal 
Ed. Board Regulations 
 
PA Const. Art. V, Sec. 10; Supreme 
Court order 
 

1972 
 
 

1992 
 
 

Varies 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established 

 
Reports to: 

Pennsylvania 
(continued) 

Judicial Council Recommendations 
on judicial branch 
administration 

PA Const. Art. V, Sec. 10;  
Rule Judicial Admin. 103 

1972 Supreme Court 

Puerto Rico 
 

NR NR NR NR NR 

Rhode Island Ethics Advisory Council 
 
Committee on Character/Fitness 
 
Disciplinary Board of the Supreme 
Court 
 
Mandatory CLE Commission 
 
Women and Minorities in Courts 
 
 
Advisory Committee for the Code of 
Judicial Conduct 

Attorney ethics 
 
Attorney ethics 
 
Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
Gender and 
minority fairness 
 
Judicial discipline 
 

Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 

1986 
 

1988 
 

1975 
 
 

1993 
 

1989 
 
 

1993 
 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 

South Carolina Commission on Lawyer Conduct 
 
Commission on CLE/Specialization 
 
Family Court, Circuit Court, Probate, 
Clerk of Court, Adv. Comm. 
 
Judicial Council 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 

Supreme Court rule 
 
Supreme Court rule 
 
Chief Justice order 
 
 
Statute 

1977 
 

1990 
 

N/S 
 
 

1962 
 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Chief Justice 
 
 
Supreme Court 

South Dakota Disciplinary Board of the State Bar 
and Ethics Committee 
 
Equal Justice Commission 
 
 
Planning and Administrative Advisory 
Council 
 
Presiding Judge Council 
 
 
Clerks Advisory  
 
 
 
 
UJS Technology Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
Gender fairness, 
minority fairness 
 
Administrative and 
procedural matters 
 
Trial courts 
administration 
 
Recommendations 
on administrative 
procedures and 
communication 
 
Technology 

SDCL Ch. 16-19 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
 
 
 
N/S 

1978 
 
 

2004 
 
 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 
 
 
 
 

N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Tennessee Board of Professional Responsibility 
 
Comm. on Continuing Legal Ed. 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
Advisory Commission on Rules of 
Practiced Procedure 
 
ADR Commission 
 
Judicial Ethics Committee 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 
 
Procedural rules 
 
 
ADR 
 
Judicial ethics 

Supreme Court Rule 9 
 
Supreme Court Rule 21 
 
TCA 16-3-601 
 
 
Supreme Court Rule 31 
 
 
Supreme Court Rule 9 
 
TCA 17-4-201 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 

1940 
 
 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
N/S 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 

Texas Judicial Council 
 
 
Judicial Committee on Information 
Technology 

Judicial policy and 
data 
 
Court technology 
standards 

Gov’t Code Ch. 71 
 
 
Gov’t Code Ch. 77 

1929 
 
 

1997 

Chief Justice and 
Presiding Judge 
 
Chief Justice 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established

 
Reports to: 

Texas 
(continued) 

Regional Presiding Judges 
 
 
Task Force on Foster Care 
 
 
Equal Access to Justice Foundation 
 
Council of Chief Justices 
 
 
 
Supreme Court Rules Advisory 
Committee 

Trial courts 
administration  
 
Court Improvement 
Project 
 
Civil legal services 
 
Administration of 
intermediate 
appellate courts 
 
Procedural rules 

Gov’t Code, Family Code, Supreme 
Court rules  
 
Supreme Court Order 
 
 
Supreme Court Order 
 
N/S 
 
 
 
Supreme Court order 

N/S 
 
 

1994 
 
 

2001 
 

N/S 
 
 
 

1939 

Chief Justice 
 
 
Supreme Court  
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Utah Office of Professional Conduct 
 
Rules Committees  

Attorney ethics 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

1998 
 

Varies 

District Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Vermont Professional Responsibility Board 
 
Board of Continuing Legal Ed. 
 
Committee on Fairness and Equal 
Access to Justice 
 
Rules Committees  

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness, 
minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court Admin. Order 9 
 
Supreme Court rules 
 
Supreme Court charge and 
designation 
 
Administrative Orders 

1999 
 

1984 
 

1995 
 
 

Varies 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Virginia Bar Association 
 
Judicial Council 

Attorney ethics 
 
Procedural rules, 
recommendations 
to the legislature 

Statute 
 
Statute 

1950s 
 

1930s 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

Washington Bar Association 
 
 
Board for Court Education 
 
Gender and Justice Commission 
 
Minority and Justice Commission 
 
Board for Judicial Administration 
 
 
 
Superior Court Judges Assn. 
 
District & Municipal Court Judges 
Association 

Attorney ethics, 
procedural rules 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness 
 
Minority fairness 
 
Procedural rules, 
recommendations 
to the legislature 
 
Procedural rules 
 
Procedural rules 

Statute & court rule 
 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
Court rule 
 
 
 
Statute 
 
Statute 

1889 
 
 

1981 
 

1994 
 

1990 
 

1986 
 
 

 
1933 

 
1961 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
~ 
 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 

West Virginia Office of Disciplinary Counsel 
 
Judicial Hearing Board 
 
Judicial Education Committee and 
Family Court Education Committee 
 
Equality Commission 

Attorney ethics 
 
Judicial ethics 
 
CLE 
 
 
Gender and 
minority fairness 

Court rules 
 
Court rules 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 
 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 
 

N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
N/S 
 
 
N/S 

Wisconsin Commission on the Evaluation of the 
Rules of Professional Conduct 
 
Judicial Education Committee 
 
Special Committee on Gender 
Neutrality 
 
Benchbook Committees 

Attorney ethics 
 
 
CLE 
 
Gender fairness 
 
 
Procedural rules 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Office of Judicial Education 

2002 
 

 
1971 

 
1993 

 
 

1982/1992 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
Director of State 
Courts 
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Name of council/conference 

 
Function 

 
Authority 

Year 
established 

 
Reports to: 

Wisconsin 
(continued) 

Legislative Committee 
 
 
Planning & Policy Advisory Comm. 
 
 
 
Judicial Council 
 
 
Judicial Conference 
 

Recommendations 
to the legislature  
 
Long range 
strategic planning, 
budget preparation 
 
Procedure and 
practice 
 
Court forms and 
other court studies 

Judicial Conference  
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Statute 
 
 
Statute, Court rules 

1978 
 
 

1992 
 
 
 

1951 
 
 

1979 
 

Supreme Court 
 
 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Supreme Court, 
Legislature 
 
 
Supreme Court 

Wyoming Board of Professional Resp. 
 
Board of Continuing Legal Ed. 
 
Board of Judicial Policy & Admin. 
 
 
Permanent Rules Advisory Comm. 

Attorney ethics 
 
CLE 
 
Recommendations 
to the legislature 
 
Procedural rules 

Bar by-laws; S. Ct. rule 
 
Bar by-laws; S. Ct. rule 
 
Supreme Court order 
 
 
N/S 

N/S 
 

N/S 
 

2000 
 

 
N/S 

Supreme Court 
 
Supreme Court 
 
Judicial branch 
 
 
Supreme Court 

 

 
FOOTNOTES:
Georgia: 
1 The Commission on Gender Bias in the Judicial System was originally created 
in 1989, and the Supreme Court Commission on Racial and Ethnic Bias in the 
Courts was created in 1993.  In 1995, these commissions were combined into 
the Supreme Court Commission on Equality, which was renamed the Georgia  
Commission on Access and Fairness in the Courts in 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missouri: 
2 All rules recommended by these two committees must be reviewed and 
promulgated by the Supreme Court.
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     Commission reports to:  
 
 
State 

 
 
Authorization: 

  EX = Executive 
LG = Legislature 

JD = Judicial 
commission name 
(year established) 

CN=constitution 
ST=statute 

Number of members – 
appointment process 

Does 
commission 
review non-

judicial 
positions? 

Meeting 
schedule 

 
EX 

 
LG 

 
JD 

 
 
Effect of 
commission 
recommendation 

Alabama 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission 
(1973) 

CN: Amend. 328 
§ 6.09 and 426; 
ST: Code §§ 
12:10-1 et seq 

5 – 1 appointed by governor, 1 
by president of the Senate, 1 by 
speaker of the house, 2 by 
governing body of the state bar; 
no member shall hold any public 
or political party office; members 
serve a four-year term 

1 Annually  ]  Implemented upon 
confirmation by 
legislature 

Alaska 
State Officers 
Compensation 
Commission  
(1986) 

ST: § 39.23.200-
400 

7 – appointed by governor, 
subject to confirmation by the 
legislature; staggered four-year 
terms; includes 1 business 
executive, 1 representative of a 
nonpartisan voters’ organization, 
1 person with experience in 
public administration, 1 labor 
organization representative; no 
state employees or holders of 
public office 

] Biennially  ]  Advisory 

Arizona 
Commission on 
Salaries for Elective 
State Officers 
(1970) 

CN: Art. V, §13 
ST: Ann. §41-
1901-1905 

5 – 2 appointed by governor, 1 
by president of the Senate, 1 by 
speaker of the house, 1 by Chief 
Justice; new members 
appointed biennially; all 
members appointed from the 
private sector 

] Biennially ]   Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

Colorado 
State Officials’ 
Compensation 
Commission (1973) 

ST: §2-3-801-
901 

9 – 2 appointed by president of 
the Senate and speaker of the 
house (only these 2 members 
may be members of the general 
assembly), 3 appointed by 
governor and 2 by Chief Justice 
(these members may not be 
elected or appointed officials, 
nor state employees); staggered 
terms of two and four years 

] Biennially ] ] ] Advisory 

Connecticut 
Compensation 
Commission for 
Elected State 
Officers and Judges 
(1971) 

ST: §2-9a 11- 3 appointed by governor, 2 
by president pro tem of the 
Senate, 2 by speaker of the 
house, 2 by Senate majority 
leader, 2 by house minority 
leader; no state officials or 
employees; four-year terms 

]

2 Quarterly  ]  Advisory 

Delaware 
Delaware 
Compensation 
Commission (1984) 

ST: Code Ann., 
tit. 29, §3301-
3304 

6 – 2 appointed by governor, 1 
by president pro tem of the 
Senate, 1 by speaker of the 
house; president of Delaware 
Roundtable and state personnel 
director shall also be members; 
no other state officers or 
employees; six-year terms 

] Every four 
years 

] ] ] Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

Georgia 
State Commission 
on Compensation 
(1981) 

CN: Art. 5; 
ST: Code Ann. 
§45-7-90-96 

12 – 4 appointed by governor, 2 
by lt. governor,3 2 by speaker of 
the house, 3 4 by Supreme Court 
justices; 1 with business 
background; four-year terms; no 
state officers or employees 

] Annually ] ] ] Advisory 

Hawaii 
Judicial Salary 
Commission (1989) 

CN: Art. 6 §3; 
ST: Stat. §608-
1.5 

5 – 1 appointed by governor, 2 
by president of the Senate, 2 by 
speaker of the house 

 November 
2003 and 
every 8 
years 

thereafter 

 ]  Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 
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     Commission reports to:  
 
 
State 

 
 
Authorization: 

  EX = Executive 
LG = Legislature 

JD = Judicial 
commission name 
(year established) 

CN=constitution 
ST=statute 

Number of members – 
appointment process 

Does 
commission 
review non-

judicial 
positions? 

Meeting 
schedule 

 
EX 

 
LG 

 
JD 

 
 
Effect of 
commission 
recommendation 

Illinois 
Compensation 
Review Board 
(1984) 

ST: Ann. ch. 25 
para. 120 

12 – 3 appointed by speaker of 
the house, 3 by house minority 
leader, 3 by president of the 
Senate, 3 by Senate minority 
leader; no current or past state 
employees; staggered three-
year terms 

] Biennially  ]  Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

Indiana 
Public Officers 
Compensation 
Advisory 
Commission (2004) 

ST: IC 2-5-1.5 9 – 2 members appointed by 
speaker of the house, 2 
appointed by president pro 
tempore of the Senate, 2 by 
governor, 2 by Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, 1 by Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals; 
four-year terms, reappointment 
permitted 

] As 
necessary

 ]  Advisory 

Iowa 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission (1987) 

ST: Code Ann. 
§602.1514 

8 – 4 appointed by governor, 4 
by legislative council; no state 
officials or employees; four-year 
terms 

 Biennially ] ]  Advisory 

Louisiana 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission (1989) 

ST: Ann. §13:41-
13:49 

10 – 1 appointed by governor, 2 
by president of the Senate, 2 by 
speaker of the house, 1 by Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court, 1 
by Conference of Court of 
Appeals, 1 by District Judges 
Association, 1 by City Judges 
Association, 1 by state bar 
association; members confirmed 
by the Senate; four-year terms 

 Biennially  ]  Implemented upon 
confirmation by 
legislature 

Maine 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission (1995) 

ST: Ann., title 4 
§1701 

3 – selected from registered 
voters of the state; 1 appointed 
by governor, 1 by president of 
the Senate, 1 by speaker of the 
house; staggered four-year 
terms 

 As 
necessary

 ]  Advisory 

Maryland 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission (1980) 

ST: Code Ann. 
Cts. & Jud. Proc. 
§1-708 

7 – governor appoints 2 from list 
of 5 submitted by president of 
the Senate, 2 from list of 5 
submitted by speaker of the 
house, 1 from list of 3 submitted 
by state bar, and 2 at large; 
staggered six-year terms 

 Biennially ] ]  Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

Michigan 
State Officers 
Compensation 
Commission (1984) 

CN: Art. 4, §12; 
Comp. Laws 
Ann., §15-211-17 

7 – appointed by governor; may 
not be reappointed; cannot be 
government employee; 
staggered four-year terms 

] Biennially  ]  Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

Minnesota 
Minnesota State 
Compensation 
Council (1983) 

ST: Ann. §15A 16 – 2 house members 
appointed by speaker of the 
house, 2 Senate members 
appointed by Senate majority 
leader, 1 house member 
appointed by minority leader, 1 
Senate member appointed by 
minority leader, 2 non-judges 
appointed by chief judge, 1 
member appointed by governor 
from each of the 8 congressional 
districts (no more than 4 may 
belong to the same political 
party); two-year terms 

] Biennially  ]  May be expressly 
modified or rejected
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     Commission reports to:  
 
 
State 

 
 
Authorization: 

  EX = Executive 
LG = Legislature 

JD = Judicial 
commission name 
(year established) 

CN=constitution 
ST=statute 

Number of members – 
appointment process 

Does 
commission 
review non-

judicial 
positions? 

Meeting 
schedule 

 
EX 

 
LG 

 
JD 

 
 
Effect of 
commission 
recommendation 

Missouri 
Missouri Citizens’ 
Commission on 
Compensation for 
Elected Officials 
(1996) 

CN: Art. 13, §3 22 – 1 randomly selected from 
each of the 9 congressional 
districts, 12 appointed by 
governor, 1 retired judge 
appointed by Supreme Court; 
four-year terms 

] Biennially ]   Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

New Jersey 
Public Officers 
Salary Review 
Commission (1999) 

ST: 52:14-15.115 7 – 2 appointed by governor, 1 
appointed by president of the 
Senate, 1 by Senate minority 
leader, 1 by speaker of the 
general assembly, 1 by general 
assembly minority leader, 1 by 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court 

] As 
necessary

] ]  Advisory 

New Mexico 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission (2005) 

ST: Laws of NM, 
Chapter 85 

5 – 1 appointed by the governor, 
1 by the president pro tem of the 
Senate, 1 by the speaker of the 
house, and 1 by the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court.  
The fifth member is the 
president of the state bar (or 
designee) and the chair is the 
dean of the University of New  
Mexico School of Law 

 Annually ]  ] Advisory 

Oregon 
Public Officials 
Compensation 
Commission (1983) 

ST: §292.907-
930 

7 – 2 appointed by governor, 2 
by speaker of the house, 2 by 
president of the Senate, 1 by 
Chief Justice; four-year terms 

 ]4 As 
necessary

 ]  Advisory 

Rhode Island 
Unclassified pay 
Plan Board (1978) 

Gen. Laws §36-
4-16 

7 – director of administration, 
state court administrator, 
general treasurer, 2 house 
members appointed by speaker 
of the house, 2 Senate members 
appointed by Senate majority 
leader; no terms 

] Annually  ]  Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

Utah 
Executive and 
Judicial 
Compensation 
Commission (1981) 

ST: Code Ann. 
§67-8-1 

6 – 1 appointed by governor, 1 
by president of the Senate, 1 by 
speaker of the house, 2 by the 
first 3 appointed members, 1 by 
the state bar commission; four-
year terms 

] Annually  ]  Advisory 

Washington 
Citizens’ 
Commission on 
Salaries for Elected 
Officials (1987) 

ST: Code 
§43.03.305 

16 – 9 drawn by lot from voter 
lists, 7 appointed by speakers of 
Senate and house; four-year 
terms 

] Biennially ]   Becomes law 
unless rejected by 
legislature 

 
 
FOOTNOTES:
Alabama: 
1 Probate Court and Municipal Court judges are not reviewed. 
 
Connecticut: 
2 Probate judges are not reviewed. 
 
 
 

Georgia: 
3 One member appointed by the lieutenant governor and one member appointed 
by the speaker of the house are to have labor-management relations experience. 
 
Oregon: 
4 Justices of the Peace, County Court judges, and Municipal Court judges are not 
reviewed.
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 Who prepares the 
budget? 

Who reviews the 
budget? 

Budget 
submitted to: 

 

 AOC=Administrative Office of the Courts 
SC=Court of Last Resort 

EX=Executive 
LG=Legislative

 
Budget period 

Can funds 
roll-over from 

one year to 
the next? 

 
Judicial % 

of State 
budget 

 AOC SC Other AOC SC Other EX LG Annual Biennial   
Alabama ]   ]   ]  Oct 1-Sep 30   2.0 
Alaska   ]

1  ]   ] Jul 1-Jun 30   2.5 
Arizona ]     ]

2 
] ] Jul 1-Jun 30    1.7 

Arkansas ]    ]   ]  Jul 1-Jun 30  ]

3 0.5 

California ]   ]   ] ] Jul 1-Jun 30   ]

5 2.5 
Colorado ]   ]    ] Jul 1-Jun 30   1.7 
Connecticut ]   ]   ]   Jul 1-Jun 30  3.0 
Delaware ]     ]

6 
]  Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 2.6 

District of Columbia  ]7     ]

8 
] ] Oct 1-Sep 30   ]9 3.0 

Florida ]    ]   ] Jul 1- Jun 30    ]11 0.6 
Georgia  ]     ]12  ] Jul 1-Jun 30    ]13 1.0 
Hawaii   ]

14 ]    ]  Jul 1-Jun 30   2.8 

Idaho ]   ]    ] Jul 1-Jun 30     ]15 1.2 
Illinois ]    ]   ] Jul 1-Jun 30   Less than 1
Indiana ]    ]  ]   Jul 1-Jun 30  1.4 
Iowa ]    ]   ] Jul 1-Jun 30   2.3 

Kansas ]    ]  ] ] Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 1.0 
Kentucky ]   ]  ]

16  ]  Jul 1-Jun 30   ]17 3.0 
Louisiana ]     ]

18  ] Jul 1-Jun 30  ]

 .06 
Maine NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 

Maryland ]     ]

19  ] Jul 1-Jun 30   1.3 
Massachusetts ]    ]  ]  Jul 1-Jun 30   2.3 
Michigan  ]

20   ]   ] Oct 1-Sep 30    ]21 0.6 
Minnesota ]     ]

22 
]   Jul 1-Jun 30 ] 1.7 

Mississippi  ]   ]   ] Jul 1-Jun 30    ]23 1.0 
Missouri ]    ]  ] ] Jul 1-Jun 30   1.2 
Montana ]   ] ]  ]   Jul 1-Jun 30   ]24 1.0 
Nebraska ]   ]   ]   Jul 1-Jun 30 ] 1.4 

Nevada ]    ]   ]  Jul 1-Jun 30   ]25 .88 
New Hampshire ]    ]  ]   Jul 1-Jun 30  1.3 
New Jersey ]   ]   ]  Jul 1-Jun 30    ]26 2.1 
New Mexico    ]27  ]

27 
] ] 

]

28 
] ] Jul 1-Jun 30   2.4 

New York   ]

29 
] ]  ] ] Apr 1-Mar 31    ]30 1.5 

North Carolina ]   ]   ] ]  Jul 1-Jun 30  2.6 
North Dakota ]   ]    ]  Jul 1-Jun 30  2.0 
Ohio  ]    ]

31 
]   Jul 1-Jun 30  0.4 

Oklahoma  ]   ]   ] Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 1.0 
Oregon ]   ]   ]   Jul 1-Jun 30   ]32 2.0 
Pennsylvania ]   ] ]  ] ] Jul 1-Jun 30   .59 
Puerto Rico NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 

Rhode Island ]   
]   ]  Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 2.4 

South Carolina   ]

33   ]

33 ] ] Jul 1-Jun 30  ] .33 
South Dakota ]    

]

  
]

  Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 2.8 
Tennessee ]

    ]  ]

  Jul 1-Jun 30  ] .05 

Texas   ]

34   
]

35  
]

  Sep 1-Aug 31   ]36 0.4 
Utah ]     ]

37 
] ] Jul 1-Jun 30    ]38 5.0 

Vermont ]    ]   ] Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 2.0 
Virginia ]    ]  ]   Jul 1-Jun 30   ]39 1.0 

Washington ]    ]  ]   Jul 1-Jun 30   ]40 4.0 
West Virginia ]   ]    ] Jul 1-Jun 30  ] 2.8 
Wisconsin ]    ]  ] ]  Jul 1-Jun 30   ]41 .85 
Wyoming   ]42  ]

42   ]

43  ]  Jul 1-Jun 30   ]44 2.0 







































































































http://www.ncsconline.org/D_Research/csp/Highlights/Vol3No1Taxom.pdf
http://www.ncsconline.org/D_Research/csp/Highlights/Vol3No1Taxom.pdf






















































http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/COMM_ProSolProbSolvCtsPub.pdf
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/COMM_ProSolProbSolvCtsPub.pdf
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Trends/SpeProTherapTrends2004.html
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Trends/SpeProTherapTrends2004.html
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Trends/SpeProTherapTrends2004.html
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Trends/SpeProTherapTrends2004.html#_Therapeutic_Jurisprudence_and
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Trends/SpeProTherapTrends2004.html#_Therapeutic_Jurisprudence_and
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Trends/SpeProTherapTrends2004.html#_Therapeutic_Jurisprudence_and
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/KIS_FamJus_Trends02_FamFriendPub.pdf
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/KIS_FamJus_Trends02_FamFriendPub.pdf
http://www.tribalcourts.com/














































































































http://www.ajs.org/jc/juries/jc_decision_overview.asp


http://www.ncsconline.org/Juries/links.htm


















































http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/KIS_SentenJSJV24No2.pdf
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/KIS_SentenJSJV24No2.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/sent.htm


http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/fssc02.htm
http://www.vera.org/publication_pdf/242_456.pdf
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ip/partnersinjustice/Offender-Re-Entry.pdf
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ip/partnersinjustice/Offender-Re-Entry.pdf
http://www.sentencingproject.org/rights-restoration.cfm




















































http://www.ncsconline.org/D_Research/csp/CSP_Main_Page.html
http://www.ncsconline.org/D_Research/csp/CSP_Main_Page.html
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