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Foreword 

The prevalence of crime In our Nation's 
schools concerns us all. In addition to the 
costs to the victims and their families. 
crimes at school disrupt education and 
may have longer lasting effects on society 
than crime committed elsewhere. Any 
consideration of a response to crime at 
school must begin with an accurate. 
national accounting of the extent ?f such 
crime and a description of Its likely 
victims. 

This report summarizes the responses 
collected by the National Crime Victimiza­
tion Survey (NCVS) in a special supple­
ment during the first half of 1989. The 
data represent an estimated 21.6 million 
students, ages 12 to 19. As do other 
NCVS reports, this analysis accounts for 
crime experienced by different groups­
males and females; blacks and whites; 
Hispanics and non-Hispanics; central city, 
suburban. and rural residents. It also 
accounts for selected characteristics of 
schools and students: public and private, 
grade levels, and security measures. 

This study asked students for their 
perceptions regarding such crime Issues 
as the following: How difficult were drugs 
or alcohol to obtain at school? How 
prevalent were street gangs In school? 
How fearful were students of being 
attacked at school? 

The questionnaire used for the supple­
ment, reprinted on pages 15 to 18. also 
gathered Information on the school envir­
onment. victimization, and the efforts 
to avoid becoming a victim. 

This report provides an excellent over­
view of crime concerns that the students 
reported. We encourage other research­
ers to explore the data further. The 
computerized flies are available from the 
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data 
at the University of Michigan. 

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D. 
Director 
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Introduction and may result In minor Injury, such as 
cuts or bruises. Vlolent crimes can also 

An estimated 9% of students, ages 12 to Include aggravated assaults, robberies, 
19, were crime victims In or around their and rapes. 
school over a 6-month period: 2% 
reported experiencing one or more violent Aftesn percent of the students said their 
crimes and 7% reported at least one school had gangs, and 16% claimed that 
property crime. Violent crime is largely a student had attacked or threatened a 
composed of simple assaults. These teacher at their school. 
crimes Involve attacks without weapons 

Table 1. Students reporting at least one victimization st school, 
by personal and family charactei'istlcs 

Total Percent of students 
Student number reporting victimization at school 
charecteristic of students Totel Violent Proee~ 

Sex 
Male 11,166,316 9% 2% 70/0 
Female 10,387,776 9 2 8 

Race 
White 17,306,626 9% 2% 7% 
Black 3,449,488 8 2 7 
Other 797,978 10 2' 8 

Hispanicorlgin 
Hispanic 2,026,968 7% 3% 5% 
Non-Hispanic 19,452,697 9 2 8 
Not ascertained 74,428 3" 3-

Ago 
12 3,220,891 9% 2% 7% 
13 3,318,714 10 2 8 
14 3,264,574 11 2 9 
15 3,214,109 9 3 7 
16 3,275,002 9 2 7 
17 3,273,628 8 1 7 
18 1,755,825 5 1- 4 
19 231,348 2' 2" 

Numberof tlmlltl family 
moved In last 5 yoars 

None 18,905,538 8% 2% 7% 
Once 845,345 9 2- 7 
Twice 610,312 13 3' 11 
30rmore 1,141,555 15 6 9 
Not ascertained 51,343 5- 5-

Family Incomo 
Less than $7,500 2,041,418 8% 2% 6% 
$7,500 - $9,999 791,086 4 1- 3 
$10,000-$14,999 1,823,150 9 3 7 
$15,000 -$24,999 3,772,445 8 1 8 
$25,000-$29,999 1,845,313 8 2 7 
$30,000· $49,999 5,798,448 10 2 8 
$50,000 and oller 3,498,382 11 2 9 
Not ascertained 1,983,849 7 3 5 

Place of residence 
Central city 5,816,321 10% 2% 8% 
Suburbs 10,089,207 9 2 7 
Nonmetropolitan e,rea 5,648,564 8 1 7. 

-Estimate Is basad on 10 or fewer sample cases; see Methodology. 
-Less than 0.5%. 

Among public school students 9% 
reported drugs as Impossible to obtain at 
school; among private school students, 
36% reported drugs to be Impossible to 
obtain at school. 

These findings are based on a nationally 
representative sample survey of more 
than 10,000 youth who were Interviewed 
from January through June of 1989 and 
who attended school at any time during 
the 6 months before the Interview. t The 
School Crime Supplement (80S) was 
conducted as an enhancement of the 
National Crime Victimization Survey 
(NCVS), an ongoing household survey 
that gathers Information on the victimiza­
tion of household members age 12 or 
older. The survey asks only about crimes 
that have occurred during the 6 months 
before the Interview. 

Other findings from the SCS Include 
the following: 

Victimization 

• Nine percent of both male and female 
students had experienced a victimization 
at school (table 1). 

• Students of different races experienced 
about the same amount of violent or 
property victimization In and around their 
schOOls. However, Hispanic students 
were less likely than non-Hispanics to 
have sustained a property crime. 

• For crimes at school, the students older 
than age 17 were generally less likely to 
be victims than were younger students. 

lSCS responses were collected only from those 
respondents attending a primary or secondary school 
which advanced tham toward a high school diploma. 

School Crime 1 



• Students living in families that had 
moved three or more times In the 
preceding 5 years were nearly twice as 
likely to have experienced a criminal 
victimization as students who had moved 

no more than once. The frequent movers 
were 3 times more likely to suffer a violent 
victimization than students who had 
moved less often. 

Table 2. Studente reporting at least one victimization at school, 
by aJlect8d school characterlatlCll 

Total Percent of students 
School number re~ortin!l victimization at school 
charactsrlstic of students Total Violent Property 

Type of ochoal 
Public 19,264,643 9% 2% 8% 
Privata 1,873,077 7 1" 6 
Notascertalned 416,372 6 3" 4" 

Grade In 8chool 
6th 1,817,511 10% 3% 8% 
7th 3,170,126 9 2 8 
8th 3,258,506 9 2 8 
9th 3,390,701 11 3 9 
1mh 3,082,441 9 2 7 
11th 3,223,624 8 2 7 
12th 3, 171,81\~ 6 1 5 
Other 439,36'~ 5 S" S" 

"Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer cases; see Methodology. 

Profile of student characteristics 

Students represented Students represented 
Student in SCS surve~ Student in SCS surve~ 
charactarlstic Number Percent characteristic Number Percent 

Sax Numbarof tlm98 
Mala 11,166,316 52% family movlld 
Female 10,387,776 48 In last 5 ysara 

None 18,905,538 88% 
Race Once 845,345 4 

White 17,306,626 80% Twice 610,312 3 
Black 3,449,488 16 Three or more 1,141,555 5 
Other 797,978 4 Notascertalned 51,343 

Hispanic Origin Family Incoma 
Hispanic 2,026,968 9% Less than $7,500 2,041,418 9% 
Non-Hispanic 19,452,697 90 $7,500-$9,999 791,086 4 
Not ascertained 74,428 $10,000-$14,999 1,823,150 8 

$15,000-$24,999 3,772,445 18 
Aga $25,000-$29,999 1,845,313 9 

12 3.220,891 15% $30,000·$49,999 5,798,448 27 
13 3,318,714 15 $50,000 and over 3,498,382 16 
14 3,264,574 15 Not ascertained 1,983,849 9 
15 3,214,109 15 
16 3,275,002 15 Place of residence 
17 3,273,628 15 Centralcily 5,816,37.1 27% 
18 1,755.825 8 Suburbs 10,Cle~,207 47 
19 231,348 1 Nonmetropolltan area 5,648,564 26 

Numberof students 21,554,092 

Note: Detail may not total 1 00% because of roundln9. -Less than 0.5%. 

2 School Crime 

• Victimization by violent crime at school 
had no consistent relation to income 
levels of the victims' families. For prop­
erty crime, however, students in families 
with annual incomes of $50,000 or more 
were more likely to be victimized than 
w~re students whose families earned less 
than $1 0,000 a year. 

• Public school students (9%) were more 
likely to be crime victims than private 
school students (7%) (table 2). 

• High school seniors were the least likely 
students to be crime victims. Ninth grade 
students were more likely to be crime 
victims than were students In all higher 
grades. 

It An estimated 21.6 million youth ages 
12 to 19 were snrolled in the Nation's 
public and private schools between 
January and June, 1989. About f:2"'/o of 
these students were male, and 48% 
were female. Approximately 80% were 
white; 16%, black; and 4%, from other 
racial groups. ("Other race" Includes 
Asians, Pacific Islanders, and Native 
Americans.) About 9% of students 
Indicated they were Hispanic. 

~ Households of 88% of students had 
not moved for at least 5 years before 
the Interview. 

• Approximately 13% of students were 
in families that earned less than $10,000 
annually, and 16% were in families 
earning at least $50,000. 

• About 27% of students lived in central 
cities, 47% In suburbs, and 26% In 
non metropolitan aJeas. These residen­
tial areas are based on Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) classifications. 
Suburbs are Inside an MSA, but not in a 
central area, and non metropolitan areas 
are all outside MSA's. 



Table 3. Availability of drugs or alcohol at school, 
by type of drug 

Percent of students reporting that 
Drugs obtaining a drug or alcohol at school was 
oralcoho! Drug 
at school Total Easy Hard Impossible Not known not known 

Alcohol ;00% 31% 31% 16% 22% 1% 
Marijuana 100 30 27 16 25 1 
Cocaine 100 11 33 25 31 1 
Crack 100 9 29 28 32 2 
Uppers/downers 100 20 26 17 31 5 
Other drugs 100 14 27 19 37 3 

Note: Detail may not tolall00% because of rounding. The total nurnber of students represented 
was 21,554.092. 

Profile of school characteristics 

Students represented 
School In ses surve~ 
charactaristlc Number Percent 

Type of school 
Public 19,264,643 89% 
Private 1,873,077 9 
NotaGcertalned 416,372 2 

Grade In school 
6th 1,817,511 8% 
7th 3,170,126 15 
8th 3,258,506 15 
9th 3,390,701 16 
10th 3,082,441 14 
11th 3,223,624 15 
12th 3,171,819 15 
Other 439,364 2 

Students' raports of school 
security mea8ures 

Students cannot leave 
grounds atiunch 16,159,308 75% 

Student spends day 
In same classroom 1,745,291 8 

Teachers monitor halls 
at class changes· 14,034,906 71 

Hall patrols present 
during day 13,937,237 65 

Visllors required to 
report to office 19,707,748 91 

Safe to store 
valuables In locker 9,329,368 43 

Numberof students 21,554,092 

Note: Detail may nottotal1 00% because of rounding. 
·Studentswho did not change classes were excluded. 

II Eighty-nine percent of students 
attended public schools, while 9% were 
In private schools. The remaining 2% 
did not provide Information on the nature 
of support for their schools. 

• The number of students was evenly 
distributed among grades from 7th to 
12th, approximately 15% for each grade. 
Only 8% of the students were sixth 
graders because many students In that 
grade were younger than age 12, the 
minimum for NCVS respondents. 

.. Of the school security practices 
measured by the sCS, the most 
common was requiring vls!!ors to report 
to the school office (91 %), iollowed by 
restricting students to school grounds 
during lunch (75%), placing teachers In 
halls during class changes (71%), and 
patrolling the halls at other times (65%). 

• Slightly more than 4 of 10 students 
believed that valuables were safe In 
their locl<ers. 

Drugs and alcohol In school 

Drugs 

• In the first half of 1989 about 30%, of the 
students Interviewed believed that 
marijL1ana was easy to obtain at school 
(table 3). In comparison, 9% said crack 
was easy to obtain, and 11 % claimed 
cocaine to be readily available. 

• Overall, students most frequently 
reported that drugs of any type were 
hard or Impossible to obtain at school. 
Approximately 58% of students said 
cocaine and crack were hard or 
Impossible to obtain at school. 
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• Students who said a person would find 
drugs easy to obtain were generally more 
likely to have been victims than students 
who said someone would find drugs either 
hard or Impossible to obtain (table 6). 

Table 6. VlctlmlzaUon of students, by 
availability of alcohol or drugs at school 

Alcohol or Total Percent 
drug and number 01 students victimized 
avallablli~ 01 students Total Violent ProE1e~ 

Alcohol 
Easy 6,637,706 11% 2% 9% 
Hard 6,712,646 9 2 7 
Impossible 3,407,854 8 2 7 
Notknown 4,673,642 8 2 6 

Marijuana 
Easy 6,568,766 11% 3% 9% 
Hard 5,918,567 8 1 7 
Impossible 3,494,543 8 2 7 
Notknown 5,396,256 8 2 6 

Cocaine 
Easy 2,297,249 11% 4% 9% 
Hard 7,034,616 10 2 8 
Impossible 5,354,381 9 2 7 
Notknown 6,655,588 8 2 6 

Crack 
Easy 1,862,226 12% 4% 9% 
Hard 6,338,322 9 2 7 
Impossible 6,018,289 10 2 8 
Notknown 6,988,776 8 2 6 

Uppere/downel'8 
Easy 4,399,177 12% 3% 10% 
Hard 5,555,802 8 1 7 
Impossible 3,723,187 8 2 6 
Notknown 6,760,441 8 2 6 

Otherdruge 
Easy 2,992,401 13% 4% 10% 
Hard 5,895,744 8 1 7 
Impossible 4,019,868 8 1 7 
Notknown 8,029,741 8 2 7 

Note: The category "drug not known" 
has been excluded. 

Table 7. Students ever fearing an attack, 
by availability of drugs at achool 

Drugs 
atschool 

Total 
number 
olstudents 

Available 13,846,874 
Not available 2,363,931 
Not known 
if available 4,158,980 

Percentol students 
everlearing an attack 

Going to 
At andlrom 
school school 

25% 
13 

17 

16% 
10 

12 

Note: Cases In which the types 01 drugs were not 
known to the respondent were excluded. See 
table 4 lor definitions 01 "available" and "not 
available." 

• Comparing stUdents who said someone 
could obtain drugs at their school with 
those In schools where drugs were 
Impossible to obtain, the students In 
schools with drugs available were twice 
as likely to fear an attack at school (25% 
versus 13%) and 1.5 times as likely to 
fear an attack going to or from school 
(16% versus 10%) (table 7). 

Drug prevention 

• Students attending schools In which 
drugs were available were more likely 
than students In schools without drugs 

to Indicate that their schools were taking 
some action to prevent drug use (91 % 
versus 74%) (table 8). 

• Nearly a fourth of students In sohools 
where they said drugs were not available 
reported that their schools had taken no 
preventative measures. 

• Students most frequently said hall 
patrols were used as a drug prevention 
measure at school (71 %). Other common 
strategies to prevent drug use Included 
locker searches (46%) and restroom 
checks (43%) (table 9). 

Table 8. Drug prevention measures, by aVEIllablity of drugs at ochool 

Percental students reporting school 
drug E1reventlon measures 

Total Some 
Drugs number No action Not 
at school ofstudenls Total acllon taken known 

Available 13,846,874 100% 9% 91% 1% 
Not available 2,363,931 100 24 74 1 
Not known 
if available 4,158,980 100 11 86 3 

Nole: Detail may not total 1 00% because 01 rounding. Cases In which the respondent did not 
know the types of drugs were excluded. See table 4 lor dellnltlons 01 "available" and Nnot available." 

Table 9. Types of drug prevenUon 
measures tsken at schools 

Drug prevention 
measures 

Locker searches 
Security guards 
Hall patrols 
Restroom checks 
Other 
No action taken 

Percentol 
students reporting 

46% 
25 
71 
43 
10 
11 

Nole: Detail does not total1PO% because 
respondenl s may have reported more than one 
measure. 
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Drug education classes 

• White studentl::l (40%) were more likely 
than black students (36%) to have atten­
ded drug education classes (table 10). 

• Forty-four percent of students in 
non metropolitan areas said that In the 
previous 6 months they had attended 
drug education classes at school. These 
students were more likely than students 
from suburban areas (40%) to have 
attended such classes, and central city 
students (35%) were the least likely to 
have attended drug education classes. 

• About the same proportions of public 
and private school students had attended 
drug education classes, although a larger 
proportion of those In public schools said 
that a person could obtain drugs at their 
school. 

\J Sixth graders, while the least likely to 
feel that someone could obtain drugs at 
their schools, were the most likely to have 
attended drug education classes (56%). 
Ninth through twelfth graders were the 
least likely to have attended drug edu­
cation classes but claimed, In the largest 
proportions, that drugs were obtainable at 
school (see tables 5 and 10). 

Table 10. Attendance at drug education classes during the previous 6 months, 
by SGIQCI&d 8tudent and schoul characteristics 

P~rcantof students who had 
Student and Total attended drug education classes 
school number dudnll the erevlous 6 montlls 
characteristic of students iotal Yes No 

Sex 
Male 11.067,277 100% 39% 61% 
Female 10,288,418 100 40 60 

Race 
Wh~e 17,148,439 100% 40% 60% 
Black 3,416,622 100 36 64 
Other 790,634 100 39 61 

Hispanio origin 
Hispanic 2,014,518 100% 38% 62% 
Non-Hispanic 19,2613,603 100 40 60 
Not ascertained 72,575 100 45 55 

Looatlon of resldsnce 
Central city 5,775,761 100% 35% 65% 
Suburbs 9,979,126 100 40 60 
Nonmetropoliten area 5,600,808 100 44 56 

Type of 80hool 
Public 19,104,156 100% 39% 61% 
Private 1,852,175 100 41 59 
Not known 399,364 100 42 58 

Gradel.vel 
6th 1,797,134 1(»;% 56% 44% 
7th 3,144,651 100 48 52 
8th 3.213.531 100 47 53 
9th 3,374.698 100 36 64 
10th 3.061.lItJ4 100 35 65 
11th 3.188.797 100 33 67 
12th 3.154.843 100 27 73 
Other 420,956 100 43 57 

Drug availability 
Available 13.751,166 100% 40% 60% 
Notavallable 2,343,943 100 44 56 
Not known 4,095,275 100 35 65 

Note: Detail may not total 1 00% because of rounding. Cases In which the respondent did not know the 
types of drugs or whether he or she had attended drug education classes were excluded. See table 4 for 
definitions or-available" and "not avalilible." 

6 School Crime 

.. Students saying drugs were not avail­
able In their school were more likely to 
have attended drug education classes 
than students In schools where a person 
CQuid obtain drugs (44% versus 40%). 

Alcohol 

• Roughly equal proportions of students 
said that alcohol was easy or hatd to 
obtain at school (31 %) (table 3). 

• Students who reported that alcohol was 
easy to obtain were more likely to have 
been victims of property crimes than 
students who claimed that alcohol was 
hard or Impossible to obtain (table 6). 



Table 11. Availability of alcohol at school, by selected student characteristics Rndings on the availability of alcohol In 
school resemble the findings on drug 

Total Percent of students rel:!orting alcohol availability with a few exceptions: 
Student number Not Notknown 
characterlstlc of students Total Available available If available • Non-Hispanics were more likely than 
Sex Hispanics to report that a person could 

Male 11.101.022 100% 63% 16% 20% obtain alcohol at school (63% versus 
Female 10,330,826 100 61 15 23 56%) (table 11). 

Race 
• Students whose families earned under White 17,212,097 100% 63% 16% 21% 

Black 3,421,773 100 60 15 26 $15,000 a year were less likely than 
Other 797,978 100 54 21 25 students In families with higher Incomes 

Hispanic origin to say that a person could obtain alcohol 
Hispanic 2,007,971 100% 56% 18% 26% at school. 
Non-Hispanic 19,349,450 100 63 16 21 
Not ascertained 74,428 100 46 31 23 • Among students who knew whether or 

Age not a person could obtain alcohol In their 
12 3,191,908 100% 45% 26% 27% school, suburban (80%) and nonmetro-
13 3,292,209 100 54 21 25 politan area (82%) students were more 
14 3,232,719 100 59 15 25 likely than urban (76%) students to have 
15 3,203,049 100 65 11 24 
16 3,270,114 100 70 11 19 claimed that alcohol was available In their 
17 3,262,485 100 74 11 15 schools. 
18 1,749,721 100 74 12 14 
19 229,644 100 66 11 24 • The higher their grade level, the more 

Family Income likely the students were to report that 
Less than $15,000 4,615,648 100% 58% 18% 24% alcohol was available at their school 
$15,000-$29,999 5,594,006 100 63 15 22 (table 12). 
$30,000-$49,999 5,774,766 100 64 15 22 
$50,000 or more 3,486,562 100 65 17 18 

• Students who reported alcohol to be Not ascertained 1,960,866 100 62 16 23 
available at school were more likely to 

Location of residence fear attack than students who reported 
Central clly 5,770,121 100% 58% 18% 24% alcohol as being unavailable (table 13). Suburbs 10,046,860 100 62 15 23 
Nonmetropolitan area 5,614,868 100 67 15 18 

'Table 13. Students ever fearing an attack, 

Note: Detail may not total 100% because of rounding. Cases In which alcohol was not known by availability of alcohol at school 
to the respondent were excluded. "Available" Includes students who said alcohol was easy 
or hard to get at school; "not available" Includes those saying alcohol was Impossible to get at school. Percent of students 

ever fearing an attack 
Total Going to 

Alcohol number At and from 
Table 12. Availability of alcohOl, by selected school characteristics alschool of students school school 

Total Percent of students rel:!ortinll alcohol Available 13,350,352 24% 16% 
School number Not Not known Notavallable 3,407,854 17 12 
characteristic of students Total Available available if available Not known 

if available 4,673,642 19 14 
Type of echool 

Public 19,151,251 100% £3c/o 14% 23% Note: Cases In which alcohol was not known to 
Private 1,866,688 100 52 36 12 the respondent were excluded. See table 11 for 
NotknoWTi 413,910 100 61 10 29 definitions of "available" and "not available." 

Gradelevol 
6th 1,803,734 100% 42% 30% 28% 
7th 3,143,322 100 54 20 26 
8th 3.242,654 100 54 22 24 
9th 3,369,959 100 65 10 25 
10th 3,066,172 100 68 12 20 
11th 3,208,228 100 73 10 17 
12th 3,171,819 100 75 12 13 
Other 425,960 100 36 32 32 

Note: Detail may not !:;tc.i 100% because of to the respondent were excluded. See table 11 for 
rounding. Casee In which alcohol wae not known definitions of "available" and "not available." 
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Gangs 

e Seventy-nine percent of students said 
no gangs existed at their schools; 15% 
reported gangs, while another 5% were 
not sure whether gangs existed at their 
schools (table 14). 

Table 14. Students reporting gangs 
at school and attacks on teachers 

Street gangs at so.,"ool 
Present 
Notpresent 
Notknownornot 
ascertained 

Fl'IIquency of fights 
between gang mambel'll" 

Never 
Once ortwlcea year 
One or twice a monih 
Once or twice a week 
Almostevery day 
Notascertalned 

Attacks orthreats 
ontsacherB 

Yes 
No 
Notknown or not 
ascertElined 

Total 
number 
of students 

3.300,826 
17,041,519 

1,211,747 

1,678,041 
843,607 
743,649 
337,868 
219,516 
689,894 

3,468,631 
15,639,976 

2,445,485 

Percentol 
students 
re!!orting 

15% 
79 

5 

37% 
19 
16 
7 
5 

15 

16% 
73 

11 

Note: Percentage distributions may not total 
100% because 01 rounding. 
"Excludos cases in which the student Indicated 
that there were no gangs at school. 

Table 15, VIctimization of students, 
by gang presence at school 

Total Percentofstudents 
number reporting victimization 

Gangs olstudents Total Violent Property 

Present 3,300,826 12% 3% 9% 
Notpresent 17,041,519 8 2 7 
Notknown 1,2'11,747 8 2 7 

• Of those students who sald there were 
or could be gangs at their school, 37% 
reported that the gang members never 
fought at school. An additional 19% 
clalmed that gang members fought once 
or twice a year, while 12% said that 
members fought once or twice a week 
or even every day. 

Table 16. Students reporting gang 
presence at school, by selected 
student characteristics 

Total Percentol 
Student number students re-
characteristic of students !!orting gangs 

Sex 
Male 11,166,316 16% 
Female 10,387,776 15 

Race 
White 17,306,626 14% 
Black 3,449,488 20 
Other 797,978 25 

HIBpanlc origin 
Hispanic 2,026,968 32% 
Non-Hispanic '19,452,697 14 
Notascertalned 74,428 12 " 

Age 
12 3,220,891 12% 
13 3,318,714 15 
14 3,264,574 18 
15 3,214,109 16 
16 3,275,002 16 
17 3,273,628 15 
18 1,755,825 14 
19 231,348 17 

Family Income 
Less than $7,500 2,041,418 17% 
$7,500-$9,999 791,086 21 
$10,000-$14,999 1,823,150 21 
$15,000-$24,999 3,772,445 18 
$25,000-$29,999 1,845,313 16 
$30,000-$49,999 5,798,448 13 
$50,000 and over 3,498,382 11 
Not a3certained 1,983,849 16 

Place of residence 
Central cily 5,816,321 25% 
Suburbs 10,089,207 14 
Nonmetropolltan area 5,648,564 8 

"Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer cases; 
see Methodology. 

Table 17. Students fearing an attack or avoiding areas 
Inside or outside of school, by gang presence at school 

Gangs 

Present 
Not present 
Notknown 

Total 
number 
olstudents 

3,300,826 
17,041,519 

1,211,747 

8 School Crime 

Percent of students 
Ever fearing an e.ttack 

Going to and Avoiding areas 
Atschool from school Inside school Outside school 

35% 
18 
34 

24% 
12 
31 

13% 
3 
8 

8% 
2 
4 

-
Il Sixteen percent of respondents claimed 
that a student had attacked or threatened 
a teacher at their school In the 6 months 
before the interview. Nearly three-fourths 
said no attacks or threats against 
teachers had occurred at their schools, 
and an additional 11 % did not know. 

• Among all students, the 15% who 
reported the presence of gangs were 
more likely than students from schools 
without gangs to be victims of some type 
of crime (12% versus 8%) (table 15). 

• A higher percentage of black students 
(20%) than white students (14%) said 
their school had gangs (table 16). A 
relatively high proportion of Hispanics 
(32%), compared to non-Hispanics (14%), 
attended schools with gangs. 

• Overall, about the same percentage of 
students of different ages reported gangs 
at school, except that the schools of 
students age 12 were somewhat less 
likely to have gangs than the schools 
of students ages 14 to 17. 

• Students in households with an Income 
below $30,000 a year were more likely to 
attend a school that had gangs than were 
students In families with higher annual 
incomes. 

• Students in central cities were the most 
likely to report gangs at their schools 
(25%); non metropolitan area students the 
least (8%). 

II Students at schools with gangs were 
about twice as likely as students from 
schools without gangs to be. afraid of 
attack, both at school and on the way 
to or from school (table 17). 

• Students at schools with gangs were 
more likely to avoid areas inside the 
school, such as restrooms or hallways, 
than areas outside the school building. 

• Seventy-eight percent of students at 
schools with gangs reported that a person 
could obtain drugs at school. compared to 
66% of students at schools without gangs 
(table 5)_ 



Fear of crime at school 

• Victims of violent crimes ware about 3 
times as likely as nonvictlms to report 
they were afraid of being attacked at 
school (53% versus 19%) (table 18). 

The overwhelming majority of students 
who had not been victimized reported no 
fear of attack, either at school (81 %) or on 
the way to and from school (87%). 

• Seventy-four percent of violent crime 
victims said that they never feared attack 

Table 18. Students fearing attack, by location and whether 
vlctlmlZGd by violent crime during previous 6 months 

Location offeared 
attack and whether 
vlctlmofvlolentcrfme 

Total 
number 

Percent of students fearing an attack 
Almost Some- Most 

of students Total Never never times times 

Atechaol 
Violent crime 
victims 

Nonvlctims 

Introwl 
to nnd from echaol 

VlolentcrimQ 
victims 

Nonvlctims 

430.819 
16.672.027 

430.819 
16.643.909 

100% 
100 

100% 
100 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% because of 
rounding. Tho catogory "not ascortalnod" has beon 
oxcluded on 08ch foar varlablo. 

Table 19. Students avoiding places at 
school out of f9ar, by victimization 
during previous 6 months 

Typo of 
victimization 
at school 

Any victimization 
Yes 
No 

Any violent 
victimization 

Yes 
No 

Any property 
victimization 

Yes 
No 

Percent of studonts 
Total over avoiding 
number places at school 
of students out of fear 

1.927.162 12% 
19,626.931 5 

430.819 25% 
21.123.273 5 

1.574.354 10% 
19.979.738 6 

47% 
81 

74% 
87 

28% 
15 

15% 
10 

18% 
4 

8% 
3 

7% 

3%" 

"Estimate is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; 
see Methodology. 
-Less thtin 0.5%. 

Table 20. Students avoiding places Inside 
or outside school out of fear of crime 

Place 
avoided 

Shortcut 

Inside school 

Percent of students 
avoiding places out 
of fear of crime 

1.5% 

Entrance 1.3% 
Hallways 2.1 
Cafeteria 1.6 
Re stroom 2.7 
Other places 1.1 

Outside school 
Parking lot 1.3% 
Other places 1.7 

on the way to and from school; 47% never 
feared attack at school. 

• Students who had been robbed or 
assaulted during the previous 6 months 
were more likely to avoid certain places at 
school out of fear of attack or harm (25%) 
than those who had experienced a theft or 
attempted theft (10%). About 5% of those 
who had not been victimized reported 
staying away from places at school to 
avoid attacks (table 19). 

• Six percent of students Indicated they 
avoided some place In ()f around their 
school because they thought someone 
might attack or harm them there (table 
20). School restrooms (3%) were most 
often mentioned as a place students 
avoided, followed by school hallways 
(2%). 
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• About the same percentage of male • About the same percentage of black 
and female students feared an attack students, white students, and students of 
at school and avoided certain places other races such as Asians and American 
because of that fear (table 21). However, Indians reported being afraid of attack at 
female students expressed more fear school and avoiding a place out of fear. 
of attack going to and from school than However, more black students (21 %) and 
did male students. students of other races (18%) feared 

Table 21. Studants avoiding places at school out of fear, or ever fearing an attack, 
by seiected student characteristics 

Percentofstudenls 
Total Avoiding Ever fearing an attack 

Student number places at Going to and 
charactarlstic of students school At school frtlmschool 

Sex 
Male 11,166,316 6% 22% 14% 
Femala 10,387,776 6 21 16 

R_ 
White 17,306,626 6% 22% 13% 
Black 3,449,488 7 22 21 
Other 797,978 6 22 18 

Hlepanlo origin 
Hispanic 2,026,968 8% 26% 22% 
Non·Hlspanlc 19,452,697 6 21 14 
Notascertalned 74,428 14" 23" 19" 

Age 
12 3,220,891 8% 27% 18% 
13 3,318,714 7 27 17 
14 3,264,574 7 24 15 
15 3,214,109 6 21 13 
16 3,275,002 5 20 14 
17 3,273,628 4 17 12 
18 1,755,825 4 13 10 
19 231,348 8" 20 15 

Number of timM 
family moved 
In laet 5 years 

None 18,905,538 6% 21% 15% 
Once 845,345 5 18 11 
Twice 610,312 8 27 16 
3 or more 1,141,555 6 26 16 
Not ascertained 51,343 7 24" 14" 

Family Income 
less than $7,500 2,041,418 8% 24% 18% 
$7,500'$9,999 791,086 9 25 18 
$10,000'$14,999 1,823,150 8 25 19 
$15,000-$24,999 3,772,445 6 23 15 
$25,000-$29,999 1,845,313 6 21 15 
$30,000-$49,999 5,798,448 5 21 13 
$50,000 or more 3,498,382 4 19 11 
Not ascertained 1,983,849 5 18 16 

Place of reeldence 
Central city 5,816,321 8% 24% 19% 
SUburbs 10,089,207 5 20 12 
Nonmetropiltan area 5,648,564 6 22 13 

"Estimate Is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; see Methodology. 
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attack going to and from school than did 
white students (13%). 

• Hispanic students ware more likely than 
non-Hisps.nlcs to Indicate fear of attack 
both at school and going to and from 
school. Compared to non-Hispanic 
students, Hispanics were more likely to 
have avoldfld at laast one place at school 
out of fear of being hurt. 

• Younger students were more likely than 
older students to fear attack at school or 
going to and from school. Also, younger 
students were more likely to avoid certain 
places than were older students - 12-
year-aids baing twice as likely to report 
such action as 18-year-olds. 

e Students whose families had moved 
twice or more during the previous 5 years 
were more likely to report being afraid of 
attack at school than were students who 
had moved less frequently. 

• Generally, students from families with 
low Incomes were the most likely to be 
afraid of attacks at school and to avoid 
places because of that fear. 

• Students in central cities were more 
likely than suburban students to indicate 
that they at least occasionally feared 
attack at school and that they avoided 
certain places out of fear. Central city 
students were also more likely to fear 
attack going to and from school than were 
either suburban or nonmetropolitan area 
students, 



.~ 

Tabla 22. Students avoiding places at school out of fear, or ever fearing an attack, • Black students In the central city were 
by location, race, and Hispanic origin more likely to harbor fear of attack going 

to and from school (24%) than were 
Percentolstudents suburban blacks (15%) (table 22). 

Location, Total Avoiding Ever learlng an attack Similarly, white students In the central city 
race,and number places at Going to and 
Hispanic origin olstudents school At school Iromschool were more likely to fear such an attack 

(18%) than were suburban whites (12%). 
Contral city 

Race • Among students In the central city, 

White 3,769,413 7% 25% 18% blacks (24%) were more likely than whites 
Black 1,766,798 8 22 24 (18%) to fear an attack going to and from 
Other 280,111 11 20 18 school. Suburban students of different 

Hispanic origin 
races reported about the same level of 

Hispanic 964,145 10% 28% 26% fear. 
Non-Hispanic 4,826,185 7 23 18 
Not ascertained 25,992 11' 7' 7' o Public school students (22%) were 

Suburbs 
substantially more likely than students In 
private schools (13%) to Indicate some 

Race level of fear of attack at school (table 23)_ 
White 8,776,228 5% 20% 12% Students In public schools were also 
Black 919,265 4 21 15 twice as likely as priv~te school students Other 393,714 4 20 19 

to avoid certain places at school out of 
Hispanic origin fear. 

Hispanic 783,655 6% 23% 21% 
Non-Hispanic 9,278,865 5 20 12 • Students going to and from school by Not ascertained 26,687 21 38' S3-

car were the least likely of all students -
Nonl"l1Gtropolitan areae and those using public transit the most 

Race 
likely - to claim they had feared attack 

White 4,760,985 6% 21% 12% going to and from school (table 24). 
Black 763,425 9 24 20 Students who walked were more likely to 
Other 124,154 4 32 13' fear attack going to and from school, to 

Hispanic origin 
avoid the shortest routa to school, and to 

Hispanic 279,168 6% 24% 13% stay away from places outside the school 
Non-Hispanic 5,347,647 6 22 14 building out of fear than were students 
Not ascertained 21,749 9' 23' 16' using other modes of transportation 

except public transit. 
'Estimate Is based on 10 or lewer sample casEls; see Methodology. 

Table 23. Students avoiding places at school out of fear, or ever fearing an attack, 
by school characteristics 

Percentol students 
Total Avoiding Everfsaring an attack 

School number places at Golngtoand 
characteristic 01 students school Atschool Irom school 

Typaofochool 
Public 19,264,643 6% 22% 15% 
Private 1,873,077 3 13 14 
Not ascertaIned 416,372 7 30 16 

Gradeln school 
6th 1,817,511 8% 25% 18% 
7th 3,170,126 9 29 18 
8th 3,258,506 6 25 17 
9th 3,390,701 7 22 13 
10th 3,082,441 5 22 14 
11th 3,223,624 4 16 13 
12th 3,171,819 4 15 11 
Other 439,364 7 21 15 
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Objects for self-protection 

• Two percent of students had taken 
something to school to protect them­
selves from attack or harm at least once 

during a 6-month period (table 25). 
Objects for protection could have Included 
weapons like a gun, knife, or brass 
knuckles, or things that could be used as 
weapons - razor blades, spiked 

Tabla 24. Students ever fearing crime or avoiding areas outslda school, 
by mode of transportation to and from school 

Transportation 
to and from school 

Walking 
School bus 
Public transportation 
Car 
Otiher, Including 

combined modes 
Not ascertained 

-Less tihan 0.5%. 

Total 
number 
of students 

2,725,213 
7,965,766 

808,325 
7,257,804 

2,757,608 
39,376 

Percent of students 
Ever fearing an Avoiding out of fear 
attack going to Shortest Places outside 
and from school route school building 

25% 
13 
31 

8 

20 

4% 
1 
4 
1 

2 

6% 
3 
6 
2 

3 

jewelry, and other objects capable of 
hurting an assailant. 

• Students in central cities (3%) were 
more likely than those In the suburbs (2%) 
to report taking to school something that 
could be used as a weapon; students In 
non metropolitan areas (1%) were the 
least likely to arm themselves with objects 
for protection. Males (3%) were slightly 
more likely than females (1%) to take 
such objects to school. 

School security measures 

• The SCS asked students whether 
teachers stood In doorways and 
monitored hallways during class changes, 
whether anyone patrolled hallways, and 
whether visitors were required to report 
to the school office. Black students were 

Table 25. Students reporting that they 
had taken something to school 

Table 26. Socurlty measures taken at school, by selected student characteristics 

to protect themselves 

Total 
Student number 
characteristic of students 

Sex 
Male 11,166,316 
Female 10,387,776 

Race 
White 17,306,626 
Black 3,449,488 
Otiher 797,978 

Hispanic origin 
Hispanic 2,026,968 
Non-Hispanic 19,452,697 
Notascertalned 74,428 

Place of .... Idence 
Central city 5,816,321 
Suburbs 10,089,207 
Nonmetroplltan area 5,648,564 
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Percentof 
students who 
hadlaken 
a weapon or 
object to school 
for E!rotection 

3% 
1 

2% 
2 
2 

2% 
2 

3% 
2 
1 

Student 
characteristic 

Sex 
Male 
Female 

Ra6i) 
White 
Black 
Other 

Hispanic origin 
Hispanic 
Non-Hispanic 
Notascertained 

Age 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

Family Income 
Lesstihan$7,500 
$7,500-$9,999 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$24,999 
$25,000-$29,999 
$30,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and over 
Notascertained 

Place of residence 
Central city 

Total number 
of students 
who changed 
classrooms· 

10,179,574 
9,629,228 

15,926,642 
3,161,172 

720,988 

1,827,924 
17,916,970 

63,907 

2,372,119 
3,007,975 
3,101,059 
3,113,560 
3,166,217 
3,198,295 
1,647,956 

201,619 

1,824,165 
702,516 

1,615,366 
3,463,960 
1,714,809 
5,352,099 
3,306,509 
1,829,377 

Suburbs 
Nonmetropolltan area 

5,217,390 
9,380,062 
5,211,349 

Percentof stu­
dents reporting 
teachers monitor 
class changes 

70% 
72 

70% 
79 
51 

68% 
71 
64 

74% 
79 
74 
69 
67 
67 
66 
68 

76% 
77 
75 
72 
73 
72 
60 
70 

71% 
68 
77 

Total 
number 
of students 

11,166,316 
10,387,776 

17,306,626 
3,449,488 

797,978 

2,026,968 
19,452,697 

74,428 

3,220,891 
3,318,714 
3,264,574 
3,214,109 
3,275,002 
3,273,628 
1,755,825 

231,348 

2,041,418 
791,086 

1,823,150 
3,772,445 
1,845,313 
5,798,448 
3,498,382 
1,983,849 

5,816,321 
10,089,207 
5,648,564 

·Excludes students who remained in the same classroom all day. 

Percent of students 
rewrting 

Hall patrols Visitor 
during day sign-In 

65% 91% 
65 92 

63% 91% 
74 95 
66 90 

72% 92% 
64 91 
66 100 

51% 88% 
60 91 
64 92 
70 93 
71 93 
70 92 
69 92 
71 90 

67% 93% 
69 95 
63 92 
66 91 
64 91 
64 91 
62 90 
66 93 

69% 91% 
63 91 
62 92 



more likely than students of other racial 
groups to report that their schools took 
such securlty measures (table 26). 

e Hispanic students were more likely 
than non-Hispanics to attend schools 
where halls were patrolled. 

• Teacher monitors were less common In 
schools attended by students age 15 or 
older. However, these older students 

Table 27. Victimization of students 
at school. by ~hool security measures 

School Total Percent 01 students 
security number reeQrtlnQvlctimlzation 
measure 01 students Total Violent Pro[:!e!:!y 

Teacher 
hall monltora 

Yes 14,034.906 9% 2% 8% 
No 5,676,190 10 2 8 

Otherhall 
monltore 

Yes 13,937,237 10% 2% 8% 
No 7,456,759 7 2 6 

Visitor 
slgn·ln 

Yes 19,707,768 9% 2% 7% 
No 765,387 9 2* 7 

Openechool 
Yes 4,416,242 10% 2% 8% 
No 16,159,308 9 2 7 
Only certain 
grades 811,087 10 3* 8 

Note: The category "not ascertained" on each 
security measure has been excluded. 
*Estlmatels based on 10 or lewer sample cases; 
see Methodology. 

were more likely than other students to 
indicate that nonteachers patrolled their 
halls. 

• Students whose annual family Income 
was less than $15,000 were the most 
likely to attend schools where teachers 
monitored class changes and visitors had 
to sign In. Students whose families 
earned less than $30,000 annually 
reported school hall patrols more 
frequently than other students. 

• Students from non metropolitan areas 
were the most likely to attend schools 
using teacher monitors, and suburban 
students the least likely. Students f~om 

Table 28. Students ever fearing attack 
at school. by school security measures 

School 
security 
measure 

Teacher monltore 
Yes 
No 

Other hail monltore 
Yes 
No 

Vlsltorslgn·ln 
Yes 
No 

Total 
number 
01 students 

14.034.906 
5.676.190 

13,937,237 
7,456,759 

19,707,768 
765,387 

Percentol 
students 
everlearlng 
an attack 
alschool 

23% 
20 

24% 
18 

22% 
20 

Note: The category "not ascertained" on each 
security measure has been excluded. 

Table 29. DIsciplinary actions that students reported. by Infractions 

Disci[:!linary action 

Nothing 
Disciplined bY a teacher 
Sent to the principal's office 
Parents are notified 
Detention 
Suspension 
Other 
Not known 

Percent 01 students reporting 
what happens to a student caught 

Not respect· Drunk Cutting 
ing a teacher Fighting at school class 

2% 
19 
52 
21 
38 
25 
10 
3 

5 
44 
26 
20 
66 
9 
2 

2 
28 
27 

5 
67 
17 
15 

1% 
5 

30 
25 
39 
38 
11 
8 

Note: Detail will not total to 100% because respondents may have reported more than 
one action lor each Infraction. The number of students represented was 21.554,092. 
-Less than 0.5%. 

urban centers were more likely to have 
their halls patrolled than students from 
other areas . 

• Violent crime occurred about as 
frequently In schools using securlty 
measures like hall monitors as In schools 
without such measures, according to 
student reports (table 27). 

• Students In schools using hall monitors 
or patrols as a security measure were 
more likely to fear an attack than those 
attending schools without monitors or 
patrols (table 28). 

• Two-thirds of all students reported that 
those caught fighting or drunk at school 
could be suspended (table 29). Approxi­
mately 38% Indicated that students who 
cut class could also be suspended and/or 
given detention. By comparison, a fourth 
of the survey participants said students 
who were disrespectful to teachers could 
be suspended. Students were most likely 
to be sent to the principal's office and/or 
given detention for being disrespectful. 
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Methodology 

The National Crime Victimization Survey 
(NCVS) collects data on crime from a 
nationally representative sample of 
households (47,000 in 1990). When a 
household Is selected for Inclusion In the 
sample, household members age 12 or 
older are interviewed every 6 months for 3 
years. During each Interview information 
Is obtained about the personal victimiza­
tions, If any, experienced by the inter­
viewee in the 6 months preceding the 
intervieW. One member, generally over 
age 18, Is also designated the household 
respondent, from whom information is 
obtained about all crimes committed 
against the household during the 
preceding 6 months. 

The NCVS measures both attempted and 
completed incidents of the violent crimes 
of rape, robbery, and aggravated and 
simple assault; personal thefts with and 
without contact; and the household 
crimes of burglary, household larceny, 
and motor vehicle theft. 

This report presents data collected in 
interviews conducted from January 
through June of 1989 as a supplement 
to the regular NCVS data collection 
program. It focuses on parsonal crimes 
of violence and theft that were committed 
Inside a school building or on school 
property only. 

The eligible respondents for this School 
Crime Supplement (SCS) were those 
household members who were between 
the ages of 12 and 19, had attended 
school at any time during the 6 months 
preceding the Interview, and were 
enrolled in a school which would advance 
them towards the eventual receipt of a 
high school diploma. The number of valid 
respondents for the supplement was 
10,449. 

The tables that deal with crime measure 
victimization in terms of prevalence rather 
than incidence. Thus, victimization is 
measured In terms of how widespread It is 
among survey respondents rather than in 
terms of how frequently all victims had 
been victimized during the measurement 
period. Each individual who has been the 
victim of a violent crime, for example, is 
counted once In the violent crime index 
even if he or she has been victimized 
multiple times, each in separate violent 
Incidents. 
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Unweighted counts of crimes occurring at 
school, from the NCVS survey Instrument, 
reveal a slight underreporting of these 
crimes in the SCS. The supplement is 
administered to eligible respondents only 
after completion of their entire NCS 
interview. Thus, some students may 
forget to report to the supplement aI/ 
victimizations occurring at school that 
were previously noted In the NCVS 
interview. In order to obtain the most 
complete count of crimes occurring at 
school and their characteristics, the 
authors chose to tally crimes committed 
against eligible SCS respondents by 
using NCVS victimizations of these 
respondents which were reported to 
have occurred at school. 

In this report, nonvictims are those valid 
respondents who did not r9port any 
victimizations on either the NCVS 
questionnaire or the SCS. 

Estimation procedures 

An incident is a specific criminal act 
Involving one or more victims, while a 
victimization refers to the criminal act as 
it affects a single victim. Therefore, 
because personal crimes may involve 
more than one victim, the number of 
victimizations is determined by the 
number of victims of the crime. This 
number is calculated by the application 
of a victim-weight, using standard NCVS 
weighting procedures, which results in 
a national estimate of victimization. 

The data in this report have bean 
weighted by a special "school crime" 
weight. This weight differs from the 
victim-weight in that incoming (first 
Interview) as well as continuing 
household rotation groups are used In Its 
computation. For a detailed description of 
NCVS estimation procedures, see 
appendix III of Criminal Victimization in 
the United States, 1989 (NCJ-129391). 

Reliability of comparisons 

All comparisons made in this report were 
tested to determine whether the 
differences between groups were 
statistically significant. The comparisons 
presented are significant at the 95% 
confidence level or above, except where 
qualified by phrases such as, "somewhat" 
or "some evidence", which Indicate 
significance at the 90% confidence level 

only. Statistical significance at the 95% 
confidence level requires that the 
estimated difference between the values 
being compared Is greater than twice the 
standard ermr of this difference. 

Tables alsc) note when estimates are 
based on 1,0 or fswer sample cases; 
standard errors cannot be computed 
accurately for such estimates. It is 
particularly inadvisable to compare these 
with other estimates based on a small 
sample size. 

DefinitIon of terms 

Hall monitors: Hall monitors other than 
teachers such as security guards, 
principals, or other students. 

Inside areas: Inside areas Include 
hallways, stairs, cafeterias, restrooms, 
and any other areas Inside of the school 
building. 

Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA): A 
county or group of counties containing at 
least one city or combined cities of 50,000 
or more Inhabitants and adjacent counties 
which are metropolitan in character and 
are economically and socially integrated 
with the central city. The MSA Is named 
after the central city (or cities) contained 
in it. Boundaries are drawn by the U.S. 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Open school: A school in which stu­
dents are permitted to leave the school 
grounds during lunch. 

other drugs: Other II/egal drugs such as 
heroine, LSD, PCP, and unspecified 
drugs which may be available at school. 

other race: Includes Asians, Pacific 
Islanders, and Native Americans. 

Outside areas: Outside areas Include 
entrances into the school, parking lots, 
and any other areas on school grounds. 

Property crime: In this report, this crime 
category comprises personal larceny, with 
or without contact, and motor vehlc!e 
theft. 

Violent crime: Includes the crimes of 
rape, robbery, and simple and aggravated 
assault. 
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ACTING AS COLLECTING AGENT FOR THE 

Sample Control number 
BUREAd OF JUSTICE 5T ATISTIC$ 

P U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
G PSU \ Segment \CK I Serial NATIONAL CRIME SURVEY M 

2 J __ I I I SCHOOL CRiME SUPPLEMENT .... I I I 

A. Field representative code B. Respondent 

~ ~ Line N0'111002] Age : Name 
1 
I 

C. Type of interview D. Reason for noninterview 

[§] , 0 p""", - S.1t } ~ 1 0 NCS noninterview 

2 0 Telephone - Self SKIP TO ITEM 1, SCS noninterview 
20 Refused 3 0 Personal - Proxy SECTION E 
3 0 Not available 

40 Telephone - Proxy 4 0 Physically or mentally unable and 
5 0 Noninterview - FILL ITEM D no proxy available 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE - Read introduction -

Now I have some additional questions about your school activit:es. 

E. Screen QuestioJ\~ F~f Supplement 

1. Were you attlsnding school at any time ~ 1 DYes 1005 
during the last six months? 

? 0 No - END INTERVIEW I 

2. In what month did your current ~ 10 <\ugust 
school year begin? 20 September I 

I 3 0 (,ther - Specify 
I 

3. Did you attend school for all of the last ~ 1 0 Yes - SKIP to question 5 
six months? 

I 20No 

4. How many months were you in school ~ 1 DOne month 
during the last six months? I 2 0 Two months 

I 3D Three months 
I 4 0 Four months I 

5 0 Five months I 

5. What grade are you in school? ~ t o Sixth 

I 20 Seventh 
I 3D Eighth 
I 40 Ninth I 
I 50Tenth 
I 60 Eleventh I 
I 7 o Twelfth 
I 

8 0 Other - Specify I 

: 9 0 College level - END INTERVIEW 

F. Environmental Questions 
6a. What is the name of your school? I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

~ I I I I I I I 
b. In what city, county. and state is your school I 

located? I City 
I 
L--

~ I I I I I I County 
I 

~ I I I State 

7. Is you~ school public or private? ~ t OPubJic 
I 20 Private 

8. What grades are taught in you~ school? ~ IT] 
I 

Grades: 
I to 

~iJ IT] 
9. How far away from your home is the school you ~ 1 0 Less than 1 mile 

attend? I 201-5 miles 
1 3LJ 6-10 miles READ THE CA TEGORIES. 1 
I 4011-25 miles 
I 50 More than 25 miles I 

60 Don't know how far I 
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F. Environman!al Questions - Continued 
10. How do you get to school most of the time? ~ loWalk 

2 0 School bus 
I 

30 Public bus, subway, train I 
I 40Car I 
I 50 Bicycle, motorbike, or motorcycle 
I 

6 0 Some other way - Specify 7-I 

: 
11. How do you get home frorn school most ~ loWalk 

of the time? 2 0 School bus 
I 30 Public bus, subway, train j 

I 40Car 
I 5 0 Bicycle, motorbike, or motorcycle I 
I 6 0 Some other way - Specify 7-
I 
I 

12. Are most atudents at your school allowed ~ 1 DYes 
to leave the school grounds to eat lunch? I 2oNo 

I 3 0 Only certain grades I 
I 40 Don't know 

13. In the past six months, have you participated in or ~ 1 DYes 
attended any extra-curricular school activities? 

I 20Na 

14. Do you spend most of the schoolday ~ lOVes - SKIP to question 16 
in the same classroom? 2oNo 

15. Duri!1g class changes, do teachers stand in [!§J lOVes 
the doorways and monitor the halls? I zONa 

16. Does anyone (else) patrol the hallways ~ lOVes 
during school hours? zoNo 

17. Are visitors to your school required to report to [!Qill lOVes 
the school office? I zONa 

I 30 Don't know 

18. Is it safe to store money or valuables in ~ lOVes 
your locker at school? I zoNo 

I 3 0 Don't have lockers 
: 40 Don't know 

19. What happens to a student who gets caught ~ 1 o Nothing 
doing the following things in your school? I * z 0 Student disciplined by teacher 
READ THE ANSWER CA TEGORIES IF NECESSARY. I 30 Student sent to the principal's office I 
Mark (XI all that apply. I 40 Student's parents are notified 

D. Being disrespactful to teachers? 
I 5 0 Detention I 
I 6 0 Suspension 
I 

7 0 Other - Specify '7 I 
I 
I 
I 80 Don't know 

b. Fighting with other students? G§D 1 o Nothing 

Mark (Xl all that apply. I * z 0 Student disciplined by teacher 
30 Student sent to the principal's office 
4 0 Student's parents are notified 
5 0 Detention· 
6 0 Suspension 
7 0 Other - Specify 7-

8 0 Don't know 

c. Drinking or being drunk at school? ~ 10 Nothing 

Mark (Xl all that apply. * 2 0 Student disciplined by teacher 
30 Student sent to the principal's office 
40 Student's parents are notified 

j 5 0 Detention 
I 6 0 Suspension 
I 7 0 Other - Specify 7-
I 
I 
I 8 0 DOIl't know I 

d. Cutting classes? ~ 10 Nothing 
z 0 Student disciplined by teacher 

Mark (XI all that apply. I * 
30 Student sent to the principal's office I 

I 40 Student's parents are notified 
I 

5 0 Detention I 
I 6 0 Suspension 
1 
1 7 0 Other - Specify? 
1 
1 
1 80 Don't know 
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F. Environmental Questions - Continued 

20. Have you attended eny drug education classes in ~ 1 DYes your school during the last six months? 
I 20No 
I 30 Don't know 

21. Does your school try to p:event students from ~ 1 0 Locker searches 
having drugs or alcohol in school in any of the I * 2 0 Security guardu following waysl I 

READ THE CA TEGDRIES. 
I 30 Taachars or principal patrolling 
I halls and school grounds 

Mark (X) all that apply. 
I 4 0 Surprise restroom checks I 
I 5 0 Other - Specify 
I 

6 0 School takes no preventative action I 

22. The following question refers to the availability I 
of drugs and alcohol in school. I 

Tell me if you don't know what any of I 
I 

these items are. I 

How easy or hard Is it for somQone to get the I 

following things at your school1 I Don't 
I Easy Hard Impossible OK know drug 

READ THE CA TEGORIES. I 

a. Alcoholic beverages ....................... ! 1032 I 10 20 30 40 sO 

b. Marijuana .............................. ~ 10 20 30 40 50 

c. Cocaine ................................ i 1034 I 10 20 30 40 50 

d. Crack ................................. i 1035 I 10 20 30 40 50 

e. Uppers/downers ...................... .. ~ 10 20 30 40 50 

f. Other illegal drugs ........................ i 1037 I 10 20 30 40 50 

23. Are there any street gangs at your school1 ~ 1 DYes 
I 20 No - SKIP to question 25 
I 30 Don't know 

24. How often do street gang members fight with ~ 1 0 Never or almost never 
each other at school1 I 2 0 Once or twice a year 

I 3 0 Once or twice a month I 
I 4 0 Once or twice a week 
I 

5 0 Almost every day I 

25. In the last six months, did a student attack or i 1040 I 1 DYes 
threaten to attack a teacher in your schooll 

I 20No 
I 30 Don't know 

G. Victimization 

READ THE FOLLOWING - I 
The following questions ora about crimes that may: 
have happened to you at school. By "at school" I 
we mean in the school building, on the school I 
grounds, or on a school bJ.ls. Be aure to include I 
crimes you have told rue about earlier in this I 

interview. ~ 
26a. During the past six months, did anyone take ~ 1 DYes 

money or things DIRECTLY FROM YOU by force, 20 No - SKIP to question 27a 
weapons, or thraats at school 1 I 

I 
b. How many times did this happen during the lall~ I 

six monthsl I 
I 

I I I I Number of times : 1042 I 
I 

C. How many of these times was your totall08s I 
wolih mora than $101 I 

I I I I Number of times ~043 I 
I 

27a. During the last six months, did anyone steal I 
something from your desk, locker, or some other I 

place at school, lother than any incidents just [§J 1 DYes 
mentioned)l I 20 No - SKIP to question 28a 

I 
I 

b. How many times did this happen during tha last I 

six monthsl I 

i 1045 I I I I I Number of times 
I 

c. How many of these times was your total loss I 
worth more than $101 I 

~ I I I I Number of times 
I 
I 

FORM SCS·l 111·22·BBI Page 3 
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G. Victimization - Continued 

28a.(Other than the incidents just mentioned). did 
anyone physically attack y.ou at school during the 
last six months? I 

b. How n~any times did this happen? 

c. Old you go to a doctor as a result of (this/any of 
these) attacks? 

CHECK ITI:M A 
If attacked only once. SKIP to question 28e. 

d. How many times did you receive injuries in any 
of these attacks at school that led to a visit to the 
doctor? 

e. (1) If 28b is one time, ASK - Was that incident an 
attack or just a fight? 

(2) If 28b is more than one, ASK - How many of 
these (fiJI in number from 28b) attacks were 
just fights? 

~ 
I 
I 
I 

i 1048 J 
I 
I 

! 1049 I 
I 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

[1051 I 
I 
I 

H. Avoidance 
29a. Did you stay at home any time during the last six 

months because you thought someone might 
attack or harm you at school? 

~ 
I 
I 
I 

1 DYes 
20 No - SKIP to question 29 

1..--'-_'---" Number of times 

1 DYes 
20 No - SKIP to question 28e 

1..---'-_'---" Number of times 

1..--'-_'---" Number of fights 

o 0 Incident was an attack 

1 DYes 
2 0 No - SKIP to question 30 

b. How many times did you stay at home because 
you thought someone might attack or harm you 
at school? ! 1053 J 11..---'-_'---1' NlJmber of times 

I 

30. Did you STAY AWAY from any of the following I 
places because you thought someone might I 
attack or harm you there? READ THE CATEGORIES. I 

a. The shortest route to school? ................ ! 1054 I 
b. The entrances into the school? ............... ~ 
c.Any hallways or stairs in school? ., .......... ~ 
d. Parts of the school cafeteria? ................ : 1057 I 
e. Any school restrooms? .........•........... : 1058J 

f. Other places inside the school building? ....... ~ 
g. School parking lot? ....................... ~ 
h. Other places on school grounds? ............. ~ 
• E • I hi"'? ~ I. xtra-currlcu ar sc 00 activities ............ ~ 

31. How often are you afraid that someone will 
attack or harm you at school? 

32. How often are you afraid that someone will 
attack or harm you on the way to and from 
school? 

33. During the last six months how often did you 
bring something to school to protect yourself 
from being attacked or harmed? 

34. What did you bring to school to protect yourself 
from being attacked or harmed? 

Mark (X) all that apply. 

35. Old bringing the weapon to school make you feel 
any safer? 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Is this the last household member to be interviewed? I 
I 

Page 4 

18 School Crime 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

1 DYes 20No 

10Never 
2 0 Almost never 
3 0 Sometimes 
4 0 Most of the time 

1 o Never 
2 0 Almost never 
3 0 Sometimes 
4 0 Most of the time 

1 0 Never - SKIP to Check Item B 
2 0 Almost never } 
3 0 Sometimes ASK question 34 
4 0 Most of the time 

10Gun 
20 Knife 
3 0 Brass knuckles 
4 0 Razor blade 
5 0 Spiked jewelry 
sOMace 
70 Nunchucks 
B 0 Something else - Specify 7 

1 DYes 
zONo 

o Yes END SUPPLEMENT 
o No - Interview next household member 
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NCJ-l02494, 11/86 
Prison admissions and releases, 1983, 

NCJ·100582,3/86 
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Jail Inmates, 1986, NCJ·l07123, 10/87 

Census of local lalls 1988: 
Summary and methodology, vol. I, 

NCJ·127992, 3/91 
Data for Individual Jails In the Northeast, 
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Ple::.lse put me on the mailing list for­

D Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policie~ programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves­
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offender~ 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drug~ crime, 
and law enforcement 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
reports-annual spending and 
staffing b~; Federal/State/local 
governments and by function 
(police, courts, etc.) 

To be added to any BJS 
mailing list, please copy 
or cut out this page, fill 
in, fold, stamp, and mail 
to the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse/NCJRS. 

o White-collar crime-data on the 
processing of Federai white-collar 
crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and information 
policy-new legislation: maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves­
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Juvenile corrections reports­
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

o BJS bulletins and special reports­
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi­
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

Criminal justice interest: 

To order copies of recent 
BJS reports, check here 0 
and circle items you want 
to receive on other side 
of this sheet. 

Put your organization 
and title here if you 

used home address above: 

o Corrections reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, 
annotated bibliography, addresses 
of sources) 

o Send me a form to sign up for NCJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJ RS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Place 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Office for Victims of Crime 

The National Victims 
Resource Center 

The National Victims Resource Center 
(NVRC) is a national clearinghouse for vic­
tims information funded by the Office for 
Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice. 
Like the Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, 
sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS), the NVRC is one of several information 
resources maintained by the National Crimi­
nal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS). When 
you contact the NVRC, information special­
ists will provide you with access to the fol­
lowing resources: 

II More than 7,000 victim-related books and 
articles covering child physical and sexual 
abuse, victims services, domestic violence, 
victim-witness programs, and violent crime 
included in the NCJRS data base. 

.. National victimization. 

III Federally sponsored victim-related re­
search studies. 

• Names, addresses, and telephone num­
bers of people to contact for information 
and assistance. 

• Information on State victims compensa­
tion programs funded by the Office for 
Victims of Crime. 

Learn About Victims Issues 
and Programs 

From the clearinghouse you can get free 
publications, borrow hard-la-find publica­
tions, and buy selected videotapes. The 
NVRC information specialists can also con­
duct data base searches designed especially 
for your needs. 

The NVRC is the single most comprehensive 
source of victim information: it can refer 
victims to programs that help soften the 
blow, ease their recovery from trauma, and 
educate them about the aftermath of crime. 

OVC, NVRC information is now available on 
the NCJRS Electronic Bulletin Board. Call for 
additional details. 

Fo~ your convenience, we now offer a toll­
fn e telephone number. 

If we can be of assistance, call us at 

(800) 627-NVRC (6872) or 
(301) 251-5525 or 251-5519, 

or write 

National Victims Resource Center 
Box 6000-AJE 
Rockville, MD 20850 


