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Preface 
, & 

This report presents data for 1981 on the 
number and movement of prisoners in all 
State and Federal correctional institutions. 
It assesses the sharp growth in prison pop
ulation during 1981 and surveys develop
ments in the correctional field that could 
lead to even greater growth. As in past 
reports, it examines changes in the 
geographic distribution of prisoners; com
position of the inmate population by race, 
sex, and Hispanic origin; incarceration 
rates for minorities; and the rates of var
ious types of admissions and releases. 

Before 1978, reports in this series focused 
only on prisoners sentenced to terms of 
more than 1 year (the "sentenced" popula
tion). The reports have been expanded to 
provide data on the yearend popUlation of 
inmates with sentences of 1 year or less or 
with no sentence; however, admission and 
release data are still restricted to "sen
tenced" inmates. 

Continuing another change made in 1978, 
this report discusses all prisoners subject to 
confinement under the jurisdiction of a 
given correctional system, whether or not 
they are in its physical custody. Before 
1978, reports in this series focused on per
sons in the physical custody of each sys
tem. The impact of this distinction is 
assessed in Appendix III of Prisoners in 
State and Federal11lstitutiolls Oil December 
31,1978. 

'I .1 a 

The narrative and most charts in this report 
are based on the tables in Appendix I, 
which includes a special table showing the 
number of persons in the custody of State 
and Federal corrcctional authorities at year
end 1981. Appendix II includes a statement 
on the method of data collection and com
pleteness of the response to various sec
tions of the questionnaire, a facsimile of 
which is also included. Notes explaining 
the degree of each jurisdiction's conformity 
with the criteria and definitions of the Na
tional Prisoner Statistics (NPS) program are 
in APllendix III. A special table in Appen
dix IV shows the number of prisoners in 
State and Federal institutions at yearend 
1925-81. 

This annual report is one of a series of re
ports prepared under the NPS program. 
Based on voluntary reporting, the program 
collects and interprets data on inmates in 
State and Federal correctional institutions. 
Initiated by the Bureau of the Census in 
1926, the program was transferred to the 
Bureau of Prisons in 1950 and to the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration in 
1971. Upon passage of the Justice System 
Improvement Act in late 1979, the program 
was placed in the Bureau of Justice Statis
tics. Since 1972, the data required for the 
program have been gathered and processed 
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
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~ntroductgon 
i 4 

The number of prisoners in the United 
States reached 368,772 at the end of 198 I, 
an increase of some 38,000 over the pre
vious year. The record 12% increase, 
which followed 4 years of more moderate 
growth, was higher than that for any year 
since data were first available in 1925 (fig
ure 1). For the first time, every jurisdiction 
(the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
and the Federal Bureau of Prisons) reported 
increases over the previous year. For the 
Federal system, the 15% increase reversed 
a 3-year period of decline. 

By far the greatest increase was among 
State prisoners sentenced to terms longer 
than 1 year, the largest and most signifi
cant group in the U.S. prison population. 
With a 4% decline in the number of State 
prisoners with shorter or no sentences, the 
makeup of the prison population shifted 
even more toward long-term prisoners and 
away from less serious offenders. 

Several factors combined to cause the mag
nitude of the 1981 increase: the numbers 
admitted to prison were at a record high, 
increasing 16% over the previous year; the 
numbers released rose only 3% over 1980. 
Federal releases declined by 21 %, while 
admissions increased by 2%. L both State 
and Federal prisons, the amount of time 
served continued to increase, resulting in a 
"piling-up" effect over time. 

The large 1981 increase exacerbated prob
lems of space and capacity. A National In
stitute of Corrections survey revealed that 
in the year between October 1980 and Oc
tober 1981 space was made available for 
almost 20,000 State prisoners, slightly 
more than half the total increase in the 
number of prisoners for 1981. Attempts 
during the past decade to relieve over
crowding by legally requiring States to 
provide a minimum square footage for each 
inmate culminated in a U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling in mid-1981 (Rhodes vs. 
Chapman) that upheld double ceiling in 63-
square-foot cells. The Court held that cell 
size could not be used as the sale determi
nant of prison conditions. Nonetheless, 
during 1981, 39 States and the District of 
Columbia were under court order or had 
litigation pending to remedy overcrowding 
or other conditions of confinement. 

The increases in the number of State pris
oners in 1981 caused serious disagreements 
between some State and local authorities 

A: pi " 

Change In the total number of State 
and Federal prisoners, 1974 - 81 

Percent 
Year Number change 

1974 229,721 NA 
1975 253,816 10.5 
1976 278,000 9,5 
1977 Custody 291,667 4.9 
1977 Jurisdiction 300,024 NA 
1978 307,276 2.4 
1979 314,457 2.3 
1980 329,821 4.9 
1981 366,772 11.8 

Note: Before 1977, NPS reports were based 
011 the custody population. Beginning in 
1977, they were based on the Jurisdiction 
population. Both figures are shown for 
1977 to facilitate year-te-year comparison. 
NA Not applicable. 

Figure 1 

about the obligation of local facilities to 
hold the overflow of State inmates. By 
yearend, the number of such prisoners 
reached 6,900 (following 4 years of de
cline) and the number of States involved in 
this type of transaction increased to 19, an 
alltime high. 

Among the major factors cited as a deter
minant of prison population is the wide
spread revision of sentencing and parole 
laws in recent years. Fully determinant 
sentencing, in which the court sets a fixed 
term of years to be served in full (less any 
good time) with no possibility of early pa
role release, is in effect in nine States: Cal
ifornia, Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Indiana, Maine, Minnesota, New Mexico, 
and North Carolina. In all other States, the 
date of release is determined by the parole 
authority. 

In addition, by yearend 1981, at least 46 
jurisdictions had some provision for length
ening the sentences of habitual offenders, 
and almost all provided for some sentence 
enhancement for the use of a deadly 
weapon. Many of the sentence enhance
ment laws relating to habitual offenders 
and use of weapons, as well as numerous 
drug laws, arc mandatory, that is, they re
quire imprisonment for these types of of
fenders, eliminating both judicial and 
parole discretion. 
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The proson population at yearend 
,4 

During 1981, more than 38,000 persons 
were added to the Nation's prison rolls, al
most 3 times as many as during the pre
vious year. The new total of 368,772 State 
and Federal prisoners is a 12% increase 
over 1980, the highest percentage increase 
recorded in the Nation's prisons. The first 
period of sustained growth in the prison 
population coincided with the depression of 
the 1930's; the second spanned the period 
from the end of World War II to the early 
1960' s. The 1981 spurt is the high point so 
far in a third sharp upward trend that began 
in 1974. For the first time since data be
came available in 1925, every jurisdiction 
without exception reported an increase in 
the number of prisoners. In the Federal 
system, the increase reversed 3 consecutive 
years of decline. 

Reversal of Federal decline 

The number of prisoners reported by Fed
eral institutions increased by almost 4,000 
inmates during 1981, due largely to the in
clusion in Federal counts of almost 2,000 
detainees who were actually under the ju
risdiction of the Immigration and Naturali
zation Service but held in Federal prisons. I 
As a result of this inclusion, more than 
half the increase took place among tho~e 
who were unsentenced. However, even 
without the sudden influx of refugees, the 
count grew by 8%. The resulting popUla
tion of 28,133 inmates was lower than the 
record high of 32,088 in 1977, but it was 
some 15% higher than the capacity of the 
42 Federal prisons in existence at the end 
of 1981 (figure 2). 2 

Three largest States account 
for one-fourth of inmates 

Together, Texas, California, and New 
York, the Nation's three most populous 
States, accounted for 23% of all the pris
oners in the United States and for more 
than a fourth of the increase in prisoners 
under State jurisdiction. For the first time. 
Texas surpassed the 30,000 mark, alone 

IThe refugees. many uf whum were alreadY delained 
in Ihe Federal ~yMem at yearend 1980. were not in
cluded in the jurisdiction counts for that year because 
they are under the jurisdiction of an agency other than 
the Bureau of Prisons. However. given the large sile of 
the group and the fact that they are under Federal au
th(l<ities, they are included in the )carend count begin
ning December 31. 1981. 

2The capacity of the Federal prison s)"tcm declined 
in the 1977-81 interim due to the closing of McNeil h
land as a Federal prison. 
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Growth of five largest 
corrections systems, 
1974 - 81 

System 
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Figure 2 

2 Prisoners in State alld Federalllls(itlitiollS all December 31, 1981 

Percent increase in prison population 
in States with more than 10,000 
prisoners, 1980 - 81 

Number oiErisoners Percent 
State ~. 7§1f1 Increase 

Texas 29,892 31,502 5,4 
California 24,569 29,202 18.9 
NaY/York 21,815 25,599 17.3 
Florida 20,735 23,589 13.8 
North Carolina 15,513 15,791 1.8 
Michigan 15,124 15,157 0.2 
Ohio 13,489 14,968 11.0 
illinois 11,899 13,206 11.0 
Georgia 12,178 12,444 2.2 

Figure 3 

accounting for almost 10% of the State 
prison population (figure 3). Yet the 
growth in Texas was moderate compared to 
that of the United States prison population 
as a whole-5.4% vs, 11.5% for all State 
institutions. California, with 29,202 prison
ers, reported a growth of 19% during 1981; 
New York reported a 17.3% increase. In 
California, admissions to prison increased 
by more than 20%. while releases in
creased by only 7C/c. In New York. admis
sions also increased by 20C/c. but releases 
declined. 

Both California and New York have rela
tively new sent<!ncing laws that have been 
cited as factors in recent prison growth. 
California's law calls for an increase in the 
terms of offenders who have had prior fel
ony convictions whose current or prior of
fense was violent, and for an additional 2-
year sentence if a firearm is used in the 
crime. 

New York's violent-offender law provides 
for an increased sentence ranging from 4 to 
25 years depending on the class of the fel
ony if the offender had a prior conviction 
for a violent crime within the last 10 years. 
Additional years arc also legislated for the 
usc of a fircarm during certain classes of 
crimes. 

In Texas, the sentencing enhancement laws 
require that the offender be sentcnced to 
the penalty for the next higher offense 
level if there is a prior felony conviction or 
if a fireann is used. If there are tw(: prior 
felony convictions, a felony offender is 
subject to life imprisonment in Texas, 

Florida was the fourth State whose prison 
population exceeded 20,000. Its growth 
rate of 14% was due to a one-third increase 
in admissions. combined with a more mod
est increase (12%) in releases. Along with 
other sunbelt States, Florida's general pop
ulatilin is growing rapidly, thereby contrib
uting to the likelihood of larger prisoner 
totals. Moreover, parole guidelines that es
tablish presumptive release dates based on 
offense seriousness. prior record, and other 
factors seem to be producing longer ped
ods of imprisonment for new admissions. 



five States held between 
10,000 and 20,000 inmatr~3 

Five Stat!!·, held between 10,01)0 and 
20,000 prisoners at yearend 1981. All of 
them registered increases below the na
tional average of 12% for State prisons. Il
linois and Ohio each had II % increases; 
Georgia, Michigan, and North Carolina re
ported increases of 2% or less. 

Illinois' high percentage growth occurred 
despite an 82% reduction in its short-sen
tence population, whom officials said were 
remaining in local jails because of over
crowding at State facilities. Ohio had a big 
increase in both new court commitments 
and in returned violators of parole or other 
conditional release, while at the same time 
experiencing an overall 2% decline in re
leases. 

The relatively low percentage increases in 
the other three States were attributable to 
various factors. In Georgia, releases in
creased by 12% due to overcrowding and 
almost kept pace with the 14% increase in 
admissions. More releases in Michigan, 
particularly more paroles, combined with 
an increase of only 5% in admissions to 
keep the overall growth rate low. North 
Carolina's 20% increase in releases would 
have caused a net decrease in population 
had it not been for relatively few releases 
the previous year. In North Carolina, an 
effort was made to reduce a seriously over
crowded prison population by expediting 
paroles and expirations of sentences 
through grants of extra good time. 

Record number of high 
percentage increases 

Not only was 1981 the first year in which 
every jurisdiction experienced an incfl.\lse 
in its prison population, but it was also a 
record year for the number of States regis
tering markedly high percentage growth. In 
all, 38 States had increases of 10% or 
more, including 10 States with 20% or 
higher: West Virginia (25%), Alaska 
(24%), Hawaii (23%), Utah (22Cff.), Massa
chusetts (22%), New Hampshire (22%). 
Maine (22%), Washington (21%), Mary
land (21 %), and Indiana (20%). In general, 
State authorities cited a rise in admissions 
to "get tough" attitudes on the part of the 
public as evidenced in legislative, police, 
and court actions. 

Few States experience low growth 

Only 5 States had increases under 5%: 
Michigan (0.2%). Minnesota (1.1 %), 
North Carolina (1.8%), Georgia (2. 2 Iff: ), 
and Oregon (3.7%). Georgia, Michigan, 
and North Carolina experienced their rela
tively low growth despite ranking high in 
overall prison population, with over 10,000 
prison inmates each. Minnesota and Ore
gon, with considerably smaller prison pop-

Number of sentenced State and Federal prisoners 
per 100,000 U.S. population, 1925 - 81 

-/

150 
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f.... ____ loo 
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Note: Prior to 1977. NPS reports were based on 
the custody population. Beginning In 1977. they 
are based on the jurisdiction population. Both 

Figure 4 

ulations, held the line on prison growth by 
various means. Both had negative growth 
the previous year. In Minnesota, mid-year 
changes in sentencing policy introduced 
sentencing guidelines and temporarily re· 
duced admissions. Oregon has kept its 
population growth at a moderate level by 
releasing inmates to community programs 
instead of housing them in residential 
work-release facilities. 

Per capita rate at record high 

The acceleration in the rate of incarcera
tion-the number of prisoners per 100,000 
U.S. population-during 1981 was similar 
to that experienced during the mid-1970's 
(figure 4). The fifth consecutive record 
high incarceration rat'.! for total number of 
prisoners, including those sentenced to 
more than I year and those with shorter or 
no sentences, was recorded at the end of 
1981.3 For sentenced prisoners alone, the 
category used for purposes of historical 
comparison, the figure was 153. 

Incarceration rates vary markedly among 
the States due to a wide range of factors 
including degree of urbanization within the 
State, age/sex composition of the popula
tion, percentage of transients, and the ad
ministrative structure of correctional and 
other systems for detaining offenders. The 
South by far had the highest rate, incarcer-

'Throughout this report ",entenced inmatcs" denotes 
th()~e with a maximum ,entcnce of more than J year. 
i.e., excluding those with a les\er Of no r.cntence. In
mate-tll-population mtios afC ba,ed on \cntcnced in· 
mate, in order to facilitate compari;on with previou; 
years and to facilitate compari,on of the six Statcs with 
combined jail'prison ,ystc,m to the other 44. The Dis
trict of Columbia. as a wholly urban area. is excluded 
fmm the rankings. 

ligures are shown for 1977 to facilitate year·te-year 
comparison. 

Number of sentenced prisoners 
per 100,000 U.S. population, 
by jurisdiction and region, 1981 

Region 19BO 1981 

United Scates. total 139 153 
Federal institutions 9 10 
State InstltuUons 130 144 
Northeast 88 103 
North Central 110 121 
South 189 201 
West 104 119 

FIgure 5 

States in which the number 
of sentenced prisoners 
per 100,000 U.S. population 
exceeded 200 in 1981 

State 1980 1981 

South Carolina 238 251 
North Carolina 244 248 
Nevada 230 245 
Aorida 208 224 
Georgia 219 220 
Maryland' 183 218 
louiSiana 211 216 
Texas 210 210 
Delaware 183 208 

'Rate based on total number of prisoners. 

Figure 6 

ating 201 prisoners per 100,000 persons in 
the region, up from the yearend 1980 rate 
of 189. The other three regional rates also 
exceeded 1980 figures by a wide margin 
(figure 5). During 1981, two States were 
added to the seven in which the rate of 
sentenced prisoners per 100,000 population 
exceeded ZOO (figure 6). Rates were lowest 
in North Dakota (33), New Hampshire 
(42), and Minnesota (49) (figure 7). 

Prisoners ill State and Federal Institutions 011 December 31, 1981 3 



The prison population at yearend 
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Number of sentenced State and Fc!deral prisoners 
per 100,000 U.S. population, by State, 1981 
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Figure 7 
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Record number of jail-housed 
prisoners 

For the first year in the six in which data 
have been recorded, the number of State 
prisoners hOllsed in local jails increased 
(figure 8). The number of States that use 
this method to stem overcrowding rose 
from 17 in 1980 to 19 in 1981 (figure 9). 
For the first time, California and Utah re
ported having State prisoners in local jails. 
California reported 600 such prisoners, 
amounting to 2% of its total. 

For the Nation as a whole, 2% of all State 
prisoners were being held in local jails. In 
the South, the figure was 3.2%. Missis
sippi and Alabama, both involved in litiga
tion regarding overcrowding and prison 

States reporting prisoners 
as being held in local jails 
because of overcrowding, 
1976-81 

Percenlof 
lola/ Siale 

Number of prisoner 
Year Siaies prisoners popula/lon 

1976 10 7.725 3.1 
1977 10 7,048 2.6 
1978 12 6,774 2.4 
1979 15 6,497 2.3 
1980 17 6,360 2.1 
1981 19 6,900 2.0 

Figure 8 

Prisoners held in local jails 
because of overcrowding 
in State facilities, 
1980-81 

Siale 1980 1981 Change 

Total 6,360 6,900 540 

Alabama 1,410 1,472 62 
California 0 600 600 
Florida 285 287 2 
Kentucky 94 104 10 
louisiana 1,267 793 -474 

Maine 6 24 18 
Maryland 277 71 -206 
Massachusetts 125 7 -118 
Michigan 75 43 -32 
Mississippi 1,243 1.147 -96 

Montana 1 1 0 
New Jersey 200 995 795 
New Mexico 13 2 -11 
Oklahoma 124 48 -76 
South Carolina 609 "49 -60 

Tennessee 178 219 41 
Utah 0 29 29 
Virginia 368 485 117 
Washington 85 24 -61 

Figure 9 
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conditions, held by far the greatest propor
tion of their prisoners in local jails, 25% 
and 19% respectively. The proportion was 
12% in New Jersey, 8% in Louisiana, 6% 
in South Carolina, and 5% or less in each 
of the other 14 State;;. Of the 17 States that 
held such prisoners both in 1980 and 1981, 
7 held a larger number at yearend 1981, 
with the remainder decreasing the numbers 
or staying the same. New Jersey's increase 
from 200 to 995 followed a large increase 
the previous year and was attributed to the 
effects of a new penal code enacted in late 
1979. Large decreases in jail-housed popu
lations also were reported by Louisiana, 
Maryland, and Massachusetts. 

Decline in short/no sentence group 

The number of State inmates sentenced to 
1 year or less or with no sentences de
clined by 4% during 1981. The decline fol
lowed a 16% increase in this category in 
1980 that reversed 3 years of decline (fig
ure 10). Once again pressures on State in
stitutions to release persons early because 
of overcrowding was a major factor in the 
decline in the number of persons in this 
category. Four in every 10 persons with 
short or no sentences were held in the 7 
States with combined jail/prison systems, 

Number of prisoners sentenced 
to a year or less or unsentenced, 
1974-81 

Number of prisoners 

15.000 

State .......... 1\ 
\ 
~ 

........ 10,000 

/ 
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5,000 
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1975 1980 

Federal data not available for 1974 and 1975. 

Note: Prior to 1977, NPS reports were based on 
the custody population. Beginning in 1977, they are 
based on the jurisdiction population. Both figures 
are shown for 1977 to faemtate year-la-year 
comparison. 

Figure 10 
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while another 13% were unsentenced nar
cotics users under civil (noncriminal) com
mitment in California. Another large 
component (10%) was from North Caro
lina, which requires adult rnisdemeanants 
with a minimum term of 181 days or more 
to serve their time in State facilities rather 
than a local jail. 

In Federal institutions, the number of those 
with short sentences rose only slightly, but 
the unsentenced group tripled because of 
the inclusion in the 1981 count of some 
2,000 persons held under the jurisdiction of 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
rather than the Bureau of Prisons. Most of 
the 2,000 are Cubans who arrived during 
summer 1980 and who are heing held at 
the Federal penitentiary in Atlanta, techni
caIly pending deportation on the grounds 
that they had committed crimes while in 
Cuba. 

Number of women increased 
in every category 

The number of women in State and Federal 
institutions increased by 15% to 15,437 
during 1981, compared to a 2% increase 
during 1980. Growth occurred both at the 
State and Federal levels and among those 
sentenced to more than 1 year and those 
with shorter or no sentences. The propor
tion of women in U.S. prisons remained at 
4%. 

The increase among those sentenced to 
more than 1 year (15%) marked a reversal 
of 5 years of decline in the growth rate 
among women in this sector (figure 11). In 
general, the patterns of growth for women 
prisoners have been similar to those for 
men. The number of women declined dur
ing 1981 in only eight States and increases 
of more than 20% were not uncommon, 
even among States with large population 
bases of women prisoners. 

As has been the case historically, the high
est regional increase for women was in the 
Northeast (27.5%), the region with the 
fewest women prisoners. The South, with 
the largest number of women, had a 15.3% 
increase, followed by the North Central re
gion (13.0%) and the West (10.7%). In all, 
eight States held more than 500 women, 
including two, Texas and California, with 
more than 1,000. 

The large increase in the number of women 
in prison at yearend 1981 reflects in part 
the increased participation of females in 
economic crimes during the 1970's. Arrests 

Sentenced women in State 
and Federal institutions, 
1970-81 

Jurisdiction 

~ 
Custody- . 

1970 1975 

• II 

Thousand 

Note: Prior to 1977, NPS reports were based on 
the custody population. Beginning in 1977, they are 
based on the jurisdiction population. Both figures 
are shown for 1977 to facilitate year-ta-year 
comparisons. 

Figure 11 

for fraud and embezzlement, for example, 
were up over 10% in 1979 alone. For the 
197 I -80 period, the increase in the number 
of women arrested for serious property 
crimes was 44%, almost double the in
crease registered for men during the same 
period. 

Racial composition unchanged 

Data on race, available for the fourth year 
in this series, indicated that the proportions 
of inmates in each racial group have re
mained substantially unchanged since 
1978. Whites comprise a bare majority, 
52%; blacks, 46%; and American Indians, 
Alaska natives, Asians, and Pacific Island
ers, 1 %. Data on race were not available 
for 1 % of the prison population. 

The proportion of blacks in the prison pop
ulation was almost 4 times their share of 
the U.S. population in 1981-12%. Their 
distribution among State prison systems 
followed to some extent national patterns 
of racial composition, with the most black 
prisoners being held in the South and the 
least in the West (figure 12). However, 
relative to their share of the general popu
lation, blacks in the South were held at a 
rate that was two and a half times larger 
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The prison population at yearend 
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Proportion of blacks in prison 
population and U.S. population, 
1981 

Prison Percent 
population of U.S. 

Region Number Percent population 

United States 168,129 48 12 
Northeast 26,660 50 10 
North Central 33,813 47 9 
South 84,441 53 19 
West 14.417 26 5 

Figure 12 

than their share in the general population, 
while the share of black prisoners in the 
NOiiheast, North Central, and West ex
ceeded the proportion of blacks in regional 
totals by a factor of five. 

Black prisoners were particularly concen
trated in the southern jurisdictions that 
have high percentages of blacks in their 
general populations. In the District of Co
lumbia blacks represented 95% of the 
prison population and 70% of the general 
popUlation; in Louisiana 72% and 29%, in 
Maryland 72% and 23%, and in Missis
sippi 69% and 35%. Other States with at 
least 60% of their inmate populations black 
were New Jersey (64%), Alabama (62%), 
Illinois (62%), and Delaware (60%). In 
each of these States, the black share of the 
general population exceeded the national 
average of 12%. 

As in previous years, State prisoners were 
more likely than Federal prisoners to be 
black (47% vs. 35%). Half the female and 
46% of the male prisoners were black. 
This imbalance prevailed at both State and 
Federal levels and in each of the four ma
jor geographic regions. 

American Indians or Alaska natives made 
up more than 30% of the inmates in Alas
ka's combined jail/prison system but only 
'16% of the State's general population. In 
Montana, they made up 20% of the State's 
prison inmates but only 5% of its general 
popUlation. 

About two-thirds of the 1,170 Asians or 
Pacific Islanders in U.S. prisons were held 
in Hawaii. Among prisoners in that State, 
70% were Asians or Pacific Islanders, 25% 
were white, 4% were black, and 1 % were 
American Indians or Alaska natives. 

Incarc~ratjon rates highest 
for black 1Tl~les 

The number of prisoners per 100,000 U.S. 
population was considerably higher for 
blacks than for whites or other races (fig
ure 13). For black males, the rate averaged 
6 times that for white males, a differential 
that prevailed in most States. In four 
States, the incarceration rate for black 
males exceeded 2,000 per 100,000 blacks 
in the general population: Delaware 
(2,160), Nevada (2,189), Nebraska 
(2,213), and Arizona (2,487). Except for 
Delaware, these States had relatively few 
blacks in their general populations. 

The rate averaged 2 Y2 times higher for 
American Indian or Alaska native than for 
white males, and it was even higher in 
States where the two minorities resided in 
relatively large numbers-Alaska, Arizona, 
Minnesota, Montana, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Wash
ington, and Wisconsin. 

The incarceration rate was far lower for fe
males than for males (13 vs. 321 per 
100,000 U.S. resident population). The 
rate foJ' males exceeded that for females by 
25 times among whites, by 23 times 
among blacks, and by 16 times among 
American Indians and Alaska natives. Thc 
rate was far higher for black females than 
for white females (55 vs. 8 per 100,000). 

Hispanics number 1 in 10 prisoners 

Coverage of the 1981 Hispanic prison pop
ulation improved considerably over the 
previous 2 years. In 1981, 80% of all in
mates could be classified as to Hispanic or
igin, and 42 of the 52 jurisdictions 
distinguished Hispanic from non-Hispanic 
inmates, including 6 that estimated their 
data and 5 that reported partial data. 

One in every 10 prisoners for whom ethnic 
data were reported was Hispanic. The His
panic proportion was higher in Federal than 
in State institutions (16% vs. 9%), and it 
was higher among male than among female 
prisoners (10% vs. 7%). New Mexico had 
by far the largest proportion of prisoners of 
Hispanic origin (52%), followed by Cali
fornia (25%), Colorado (25£K), and Ari
zona (24%). Five other States had Hispanic 
inmate shares of between 10% and 20%: 
New York (20%), Texas (19%), Utah 
(19%), Connecticllt (15%), and Idaho 
(10%) (figure 14). 
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Incarceration rates by jurisdIctIon, 
region, and race, 1981 1 

American 
Indian 
or 

Reglonl Alaskan 
institulion To/af Blacks Whites Native 

United States 1633 635 101 233 
Federal 12 33 8 31 
State 150 602 93 202 

Northeast 109 550 62 37 
North Central 123 634 71 322 
South 212 601 125 184 
West 128 637 108 188 

1 Number of prisoners per 100,000 U.S. popu· 
lation in each category. 
21ncludes all races not shown separately. 

3Federal and State totals do not add to U.S. 
total because of rounding. 

Figure 13 

States where 10% or more of the 
prison population is Hispanic 

Percent Incarceration 
Stale Hispanic rate 1 

New Mexico 51 159 
Colorado 25 205 
California 25 159 
Arizona 24 282 
New York 20 308 
Texas 19 192 
Utah 19 349 
Connecticut 15 540 
Idaho 10 267 

1 Number of Hispanic inmates per 100,000 
Hispanics in the residential population. 

Figure 14 

Among the 27 States for which incarcera
tion rates on the Hispanic popUlation could 
be calculated, the data suggest that Hispan
ics are more likely than whites but less 
likcly than blacks to be incarcerated.4 As 
in the case of blacks and whites, the rate 
of incarceration for Hispanic women was 
far lower than that for men. ]n general, 
States that have high proportions of His
panics in their inmate popUlations also had 
high incarceration rates for the Hispanic 
population. 

4Rates of incarceration were not calculated for States 
thal could nol provide figures on Hispanic inmates, had 
fewer than 10 Hispanic inmates. or had fewer than 
25.000 Hispanics in their general popUlations. 



Admissions and releases 
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During 1981,212,264 persons were admit
ted to and 174,955 released from State and 
Federal correctional facilities. Admissions 
increased by nearly 30,000 (16%) from 
1980, while releases were up by slightly 
more than 5,000 (3%). Thus, there were 
more than five times as many admissions 
as releases. At the State level, admissions 
increased by an average of 17%, but al
most half the States exceeded the average. 
Admissions declined in only four States. 
Reversing a 3-year declining trend, the 
number of Federal admissions increased by 
2%. 

Federal releases were down 21 %, but State 
releases were up 5%. Among the four ma
jor regions, only the Northeast showed a 
decrease in the number of releases-down 
10% (more than 2,000 inmates). Five 
States in that region- Connecticut, 
Maine, New Jersey, New York, and Ver
mont-released fewer inmates than in 
1980. Of the 17 States that had fewer re
leases in 1981 than in 1980, 5 had de
creases of at least 20%: Connecticut, 
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, and New Jer
sey. Releases were up in 33 States and the 
District of Columbia; 6 States had in
creases of 25% or more: Iowa (50%), New 
Mexico (47%), Delaware (33%), Louisiana 
(28%), Texas (26%), and Arizona (26%). 
No State released more persons than it ad
mitted. 

Record high admission/release ratio 

The admissions to releases ratio for ! 981 
was 12.1 to 10.0, higher than in any year 
for which data are available (figure 15). 
The 16% increase in the Federal prison 
population is reflected in an admission/re
lease ratio of 12.2 to 10.0 compared to an 
11.3 to 10.0 ratio for State institutions. For 
the first time, every jurisdiction admitted 
more prisoners than it released. Admission/ 
release ratios in the States ranged from 
10.0 to 10.0 in Michigan to 22.1 to 10.0 
in Hawaii, with eight States recording a ra
tio of at least 14.0 to 10.0. 

Regional increase highest in West 

Admissions to State prisons increased in 
the West by 24%, in the North Central re
ginn by 20%, in the South by 15%, and in 
the Northeast by 14%. The greatest in
creases were in New Mexico (88%), Dela
ware (71%), Mississippi (49%), and 
Illinois (49%), while 11 more States had 
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Ratio of admissions to releases, 
1974-81 

Admissions per 10 releases 
Year Total State Federal 

1974' 11.1 11.4 9.7 
1975' 11.6 11.B 10.B 
1976 11.5 11.6 10.B 
1977 11.0 11.0 11.0 
197B 10.5 10.B B.B 
1979 10.4 10.7 B.l 
19BO 10.B 11.0 B.7 
19B1 12.1 11.3 12.2 

'Adjusted to exclude authorized temporary 
absences to conform with later years. 

Figure 15 

increases of 25% or more. In New Mexico, 
the increase was due largely to an influx of 
prisoners who had been held elsewhere 
a waiting admission in the wake of its ) 980 
prison riot. Delaware's high figure may 
have resulted from a new computerized 
system of reporting. Mississippi increased 
its prison capacity by 1,700 beds during 
1980 as the result of a court order. Illinois' 
increase resulted from a massive (149%) 
increase in the number of parole or other 
conditional release violators returned, a 
phenomenon resulting partially from the 
large number of prisoners released condi
tionally in earlier years due to overcrowd
ing. 

Six States admitted more than 10,000 pris
oners during 1981: California (18,024), 
Texas (16,750), Florida (13,579), New 
York (12,481), Illinois (11,987), and Ohio 
(10,567). These six States together ac
counted for 42% of all State admissions. 

New court commitments account 
for 3 in 4 admissions 

Three quarters of all admissions to prison 
during 1981 were new court commit
ments-that is, persons convicted on a 
new charge rather than recommitted for pa· 
role violation, loss of an appeal, or other 
action stemming from an offense for which 
they had already served time. The second 
major type of commitment, 17% of the 
total, was the return of violators of parole 
or other forms of conditional release. Es
capees and A WOLs numbered 4% of all 
admissions, with the remainder being per
sons transferred from other jurisdictions 
and returns from appeal or bond. About 
1 % of admissions fell into a variety of 
other admission categories. 
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Admissions and releases 

Biggest increase was in 
returned violators 

The number of returned violators of parole 
or other conditional release increased by 
24% during 1981 over 1980. In addition to 
parole violators, many of this group were 
undoubtedly persons who had violated the 
conditions of supervised mandatory release, 
a form of release that has been used in
creasingly since 1979. Both returned es
capees and A WOLs and transfers from 
other jurisdictions increased by 15% over 
1980, while new court commitments in
creased by 13%. Increases of less than 5% 
occurred in the other categories. 

Most admitted directly from court 

In 1981, the majority of admissions in 
most States were new court commitments, 
which accounted for a great majority of the 
growth in the prison population. The num
ber of such commitments increased in all 
but six States (Connecticut, Louisiana, 
Maine, Michigan, New Mexico, and Ore
gon). Seven States expanded the number 
by 30% or more: Delaware (49%), West 
Virginia (43%), Utah (43%), Massachu
setts (36%), Montana (33%), Mississippi 
(32%), and New Jersey (32%). Delaware's 
increase may be due partly to its change in 
reporting methods. Massachusetts also 
changed its reporting system and for the 
first time included females formerly held in 
county jails. The increase in Massachusetts 
has also been attributed to an increase in 
crime in the State. New Jersey's speedy 
trial program, which has been in effect 
since 1980, added to the growth in its new 
court commitments. 

During the year, new court commitments 
exceeded 1,000 in four States: California 
(2,585), New York (1,851), Florida 
(1,808), and Texas (1,015). Another 10 
States admitted at least 500 new court 
commitments. Growth in this type of ad
mission was highest in the West (20%), 
followed by the Northeast (15%), the 
South (13%), and the North Central region 
(11 %). 

New court commitments were the most nu
merous type of admissions in the South 
(80%), and ranged between 70% and 72% 
in the three other regions. In five States 
(Utah, Indiana, Louisiana, West Virginia, 
and Wyoming). 90% of all admissions 
were new court commitments, but in the 
District of Columbia and New Mexico, 
both of which had large numbers of trans-
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fers from other jurisdictions, less than 50% 
of all admissions were new court commit
ments. 

Illinois had record number 
of returned violators 

Returned violators of parole, supervised 
mandatory release, or probation were the 
second largest group of admissions in 
1981; they accounted for 17% of the total. 
More than a third of all admissions in Con
necticut (39%), Illinois (34%), and Minne
sota (34%) were in this category. 

By far the largest percentage increase 
among returned violators occurred in Illi
nois (149%); this was attributed to the 
large numbers of persons released condi
tionally in previous years. Four other 
States (Alabama, Arizona, Iowa, and New 
Mexico) also more than doubled the num
ber of returned violators over the previous 
year. Such admissions decreased in 10 
States. 

The largest number of returned violators 
(4,067) was in Illinois, followed by Cali
fornia (3,885), and New York (3,058). 
Admissions of this type exceeded 1,000 in 
six other States: Texas (2,780), Florida 
(2,159), Ohio (2,013), Michigan (1,152), 
Connecticut (1,052), and Pennsylvania 
(1,037). 

Sentencing laws enacted in recent years 
have substantially altered the various 
means of release from prison, but the pro
portion of returned violators should not 
change substantially as long as most re
leases continue to be conditional, that is, 
parole, supervised mandatory release, or 
probation. Most States that have shifted 
away from parole have increased the num
ber of supervised mandatory releases; as a 
result, the pool of convicts in the condi
tional release category has not changed 
radically. 

Escapes increase in State 
institutions 

Escapees, A WOLs, and returns from such 
unauthorized absences accounted for about 
1 in every 10 admissions and departures 
from State and Federal institutions, a figure 
that has remained basically unchanged 
from previous years. At the national level. 
returned escapees and A WOLs increased 
by 15% over 1980, while the number who 
escaped or who were AWOL increased by 
10%. Escapes and A WOLs from Federal 
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Releases from State and Federal 
institutions, by type, 1980 and 1981 

Type of re/esse 1980 1981 

Conditional 73% 71% 
Unconditional 15 16 
EscapesJAWOLs 5 5 
Other 5 6 
Transfers 2 1 
Deaths 0.4 1 

Figure 16 

prisons declined by 38%, but such depar
tures from State institutions increased by 
12%. 

States with high proportions of returned es
capees and AWOLs included Washington 
(18%), Oregon (19%), and Michigan 
(22%). At least 10% of all admissions 
were returned escapees or A WOLs in five 
other States: Utah (14%), Vermont (14%), 
Iowa (J 1%), Colorado (10%), and Massa
chusetts (10%). All of the eight States with 
high proportions of returned escapees and 
A WOLs, except Massachusetts, also had 
high proportions in this category in 1980. 
The largest number of returned escapees or 
A WOLs was in Michigan (l,563), fol
lowed by North Carolina (725), Florida 
(698), and Washington (546). 

Michigan also reported the highest number 
of escapes and A WOLs (1,668), followed 
by Florida (782), North Carolina (669), 
Washington (572), and Oregon (544). 
Michigan, Oregon, Utah. and Washington 
reported that at least 20% of their depar
tures were escapes or A WOLs. North Da
kota and Wisconsin reported no escapes or 
AWOLs for 1981; Alaska, Hawaii, Illinois, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, and West Vir
ginia reported fewer than 10. 

Most releases conditional, but type 
varied at State and Federal level 

In both the Federal and State systems, con
ditional releases predominated, but Federal 
authorities have traditionally made greater 
use of unconditional release than State au
thorities. Conditional releases accounted 
for 71 % of all releases (73% in State sys
tems; 52% at the Federal level); uncondi
tional releases accounted for 16% (15% at 
the State; 27% at the Federal level) (figure 
16). 

For State institutions, however, the type of 
conditional release continued to shift away 
from parole toward supervised mandatory 
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release, which is required by statute at 
some point prior to expiration of sentence 
but subject to supervision while the sen
tence remains in force. Among other forms 
of departure at the national level, escapes 
and A WOLs comprised 5%; transfers to 
other jurisdictions, I %; deaths, less than 
I %; and other releases. 6%. 

Paroles continue downward trend 

Both the numbers and relative use of pa
role declined during 198 I. Its proportion, 
on a downward trend since 1978, was 48% 
of all releases in 1981. This occurred 
largely because of the decline in its use in 
State, rather than Federal, institutions (fig
ure 17). Regionally, parole was least used 
in the West, only 28% of all releases vs. 
47% in the North Central region. 50% in 
the South, and 64% in the Northeast. 

Parole continued to be the major form of 
release in most States, and comprised 3 of 
every 4 releases in Minnesota, New Hamp
shire, New Jersey, North Carolina, and 
North Dakota. The use of parole, both rel
atively and in absolute numbers. dropped 
significantly in Indiana and Maine, as a re
sult of recent laws abolishing it, leaving its 
use to only inmates sentenced under old 
laws. Arizona, Louisiana, and Wisconsin 
increased the use of parole by at least 40%; 
in these three States and in Iowa, the num
ber of new parolees increased by at least 
60% over 1980. 

Use of mandatory release increases 

During 1982, supervised mandatory re
leases increased in number and as a pro
portion of all releases (19%), filling the 
gap left by the declining use of parole in 
many States. Of the 16 jurisdictions that 
used this form of release in 1981, 10 in
creased the number and 6 decreased the 
number. This form of release accounted for 
at least half of all releases in California 
(92%), Alaska (58%), Illinois (55%), and 
Indiana (54%). 

Probation continued to make up about 3% 
of all releases from State institutions, but 
the Federal system reported no releases on 
probation. Its use was much higher than 
the average in four States: Idaho (48%), 
Vermont (48%), Hawaii (30%), and Kan
sas (26%). Idaho and Kansas, though not 
combined jail/prison States like Hawaii and 
Vermont, have traditionally made extensive 
use of probation. 
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Major types of releases from State 
institutions, 1974 - 81 

Supervised Sentence 
mandatory explra-

Year Parole Probation release tion 

1974* 60% 2% 6% 17% 
1975* 59 3 4 16 
1976 59 3 5 16 
1977 63 3 5 14 
1978 62 3 5 15 
1979 53 3 15 14 
1980 51 3 17 13 
1981 48 3 19 12 

* Adjusted to exclude authorized temporary 
absences to conform with later years. 

FIgure 17 

Commutations increase in Georgia 

In State institutions, expirations of sentence 
accounted for 12% of all releases, com
pared to 26% at the Federal level, which 
makes lesser use of parole. Expirations of 
sentence occurred in every State except 
Alaska and Kansas_ At least half of all re
leases in Louisiana, Maine, and Nebraska 
were expirations of sentence; all three 
States had low parole use. 

Commutations increased from 698 in 1980 
to 3,394 in 1981. Almost all commutations 
(95%) were granted in Georgia and Okla
homa, where they accounted for 39% and 
16%, respectively, of all releases. In Geor
gia, the high number was attributable to 
mass releases to relieve overcrowding. 

Deaths up, death rate down 

The number of deaths in State and Federal 
prisons increased by 9% over 1980 to 791. 
The death rate for the Nation's prisons de
clined from 221 to 214 deaths per 100,000 
prisoners, largely because 1980's rate was 
inflated by the inclusion of 33 deaths re
sulting from a major uprising in New Mex
ico's State prison. The highest number of 
prisoner deaths per 100,000 U.S. popula
tion was in the West (237), followed by 
the South (221), the North Central region 
(202), and the Northeast (193). 

The death rate was higher in State facilities 
(215) than in Federal prisons (206), but the 
number of deaths in Federal prisons in
creased by 45% over 1980 (vs. a 7% in
crease for State institutions). The Federal 
increase probably reflected in part the 
higher prison population held during 1981. 
The largest increase in the number of 
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dell.ths was in Michigan (51 vs. 7 in 1980). 
Connecticut had no prison deaths in 1980, 
but reported 20 in 1981. 

Of the 73% of deaths for which cause was 
reported, 65% were attributed to natural 
causes, 18% were caused by another per
son, 13% were suicides, and 4% were ac
cidental. The 76 suicides included I woman 
in Florida. There was one execution during 
1981, in Indiana. 
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Appendix I 

Data tables 
. . , 

It 'be ''91 

Prisoners under State and Federal 
Jurisdiction 
Yearend 1980 and 1981 

1. By sentence length, 13 
2. Male prisoners, by sentence length, 14 
3. Female prisoners, by sentence length, 15 

Yearend 1981 
4. Number of prisoners pet 100,000 resident 

populatiol1, by sentence length, 16 . 

Yearend 1980 and 1981 . 
5. Housed in local jails because of overcrowd

ing in State and Federal facilities, by sex, 17 

Yearend 1981 
6. By race, 18 
7. Male prisoners, by race, 19 
8. Female prisoners, by race, 20 
9. Number of prisoners per 100,000 resident 

population, by race and sex, 21 
10. By Hispanic origl,\ and sex, 22 
11. NUmber of Hispanic prisoners per 

100,000 population, by sex, 23 

1981 
12. Sentenced prisoners admitted and re

leased, by type of admission and release, 24 
13. Sentenced male prisoners admitted and re

leased, by type of admission and release, 26 
14. Sentenced female prisoners admitted and 

released, by type of admission and release, 28 
15. Sentenced prisoners released conditiol1ally 

or uttconditiotutlly, by detailed type of release, 30 
16. Sel1tenced male prisoners released condi

tionally or unconditionally, by detailed type of 
release, 31 

17. Sentenced female prisoners released con
ditionally or uncottditionally, by detailed type of 
release, 32 

18. Sentenced prisoners admitted for violation 
of parole or other conditional release, by 
whether new sentence imposed and sex, 33 

19. Death among sentenced prisoners, by 
cause of death and sex, 34 

Speelal table (Yearend 1980 .... 81) 
Prisoners in custody of State and Federal cortee
tional authorities by sentence length, 35 
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Table 1 (Yearend 1980 and 1981) 
Prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction, 
by sentence length 

Maximum sentence length 
Year or less7unsentenc.erl 

Total More than a xear Total Year or less Unsentenced 
Percent Percent Percent 

t 
:l'i 

Region and State 12/31/R1 12/31/S0 change 12/31/81 12/31/80 change 12/31/81 12/31/80 change 12/31/81 12/31/S0 12/31/81 12/31/S0 

~ United States, total 368,772 329,821 11.8 353,167 315,974 Jl.~ 15,605 13,847 12.7 8,308 9,12S 7,297 4,719 

Federal institutions. total 2S,133 24,363 15.~ 22,169 20,611 7.6 5,964 3,752 59.0 2,755 2,719 3,209 1,033 
State instituti.ons, total 340,639 305,458 11.5 330,998 295,363 12.1 9,641 10,095 -4.5 5,553 6,409 4,088 3,686 

Northeast 53,397 45,796 16.6 50,825 43,165 17 .7 2,572 2,631 -2.2 1,114 1,066 1,458 1,565 
Jiaine 992 814 21.9 806 671 20.1 186 143 30.1 186 143 0 0 
New Hampshire 398 326 22.1 398 326 22.1 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 534 480 11.2 395 342 15.5 139 138 0.7 52 78 87 60 

{ 
Massachusetts 3,889 3,185 22.1 3,791 3,1';0 20.3 98 35 180.0 98 35 0 0 
Rhode Island 962 813 18.3 689 611 12.8 273 202 35.1 93 74 180 12S 
Connecticut 4,647 4,308 7.9 2,995 2,750 8.9 1,652 1,558 6.0 461 357 191 1,201 
New York 25,599 21,815 17.3 25,599 21,639 18.3 0 176 -100.0 0 0 0 176 
New Jersey 7,Oll 5,884 19.2 6,861 5,564 23.3 ISO 320 -53.1 150 320 0 0 
Pennsylvania 9,365 8,171 14.6 9,291 8,112 14.5 74 59 25.4 74 59 0 0 

North roentral 72,34R 66,21l 9.3 71,453 64,494 10.8 895 1,717 -47.9 853 1,708 42 9 
Ohio 14,968 13,489 11.0 14,968 13 ,489 !J .0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indiana 8,022. 6,683 20.0 7,559 6,281 20.3 463 402 15.2 463 402 0 0 
Illinois 13,206 11,899 1l.0 12,996 10,724 21.2 210 1,175 -82.1 210 1,175 0 0 
Michigan 15,157 15,124 0.2 15,157 15,124 0.2 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Wisconsin 4,416 3,980 !J'O 4,416 3,980 11.0 0 0 a 0 0 0 
Minnesota 2,024 2,001 1.1 2,024 2,001 1.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Iowa 2,670 2,481 7.6 2,554 2,479 3.0 116 2 5700.0 77 2 39 0 
Missouri 6,4S9 5,726 13.3 6,489 5,726 13.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota 280 253 10.7 218 185 17.8 62 68 -8.8 62 68 0 0 
South OaKQta 693 635 9.1 662 609 8.9 31 26 19.2 3J 26 0 0 
Nebraska 1,653 1,446 14.3 1,640 1,402 17.0 13 44 -70.5 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 2,770 2,494 II .1 2,770 2,494 11.1 0 0 * 

In 35 3 9 
South 159,712 1l,6,358 9.1 155,786 142,650 9.2 3,926 3,708 5.9 3,226 3,343 700 365 

Delaware 1,712 1,474 16.1 1,248 1,087 14.8 464 387 19.9 185 177 279 210 
Maryland 9,335 7,731 20.7 9,335 7,711 20.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dis trict of Columbia 3,479 3,145 10.6 2,932 2,719 7.8 547 426 28.4 443 325 104 101 
Vir!!inia 9,388 8,920 5.2 9,013 8,581 5.n 375 339 10.6 375 339 0 0 
West Virginia 1,565 1,257 24.5 1,565 1,257 24.5 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
North Carolina 15,791 15,513 1.8 14,854 14,456 2.ij 937 1,057 -11.4 937 1,057 0 0 
South Carolina 8,538 7,862 8.6 8,010 7,427 7.8 528 435 21.4 509 428 19 7 
Geor~ia 12,444 12,178 2.2 12,377 II ,922 3.8 67 256 -73.8 67 256 0 0 
Florida 23,589 :0,735 13.8 23,200 20,21l 14.8 389 524 -25.8 389 524 0 0 
Kentucky 4,167 3,588 16.1 4,167 3,588 16.1 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Tennessee 7,897 7,022 12.5 7,897 7,022 12.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Alabama 7,657 6,541 17.0 7,199 6,16ij 13.0 458 175 161.7 160 128 298 47 
Mississippi 4,624 3,902 18.5 4,494 3,793 18.5 130 109 19.3 130 109 0 0 
Arkansas 1,328 2,911 14.3 3,297 2,911 13.3 31 0 31 0 0 0 
LoUisiana 9,415 8,889 5.9 9,415 8,889 5.9 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 5,281 4,796 10.1 5,281 4,796 10. I 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Texas 31,502 29,892 5.4 31,502 29,892 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

\lest 55,182 47,093 17.2 52,934 45,054 17 .5 2,248 2,039 10.3 360 292 1,888 1,747 
Montana 831 739 12.4 828 738 12.2 3 I 200.0 3 1 0 0 
Idaho 957 817 17.1 957 817 17. I 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Wyoming 587 534 9.9 587 534 9.9" 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Colorado 2,772 2,629 5.4 2,770 2,609 6.2 2 20 -90.0 2 20 0 0 
New Mexico 1,497 1,279 17.0 1,345 1,199 12.2 152 80 90.0 152 80 0 0 
Arizona 5,223 4,372 19.5 5,199 4,360 19.2 24 12 100.0 24 12 0 0 
Utah 1,140 932 22.3 1,126 928 21.3 14 4 250.0 14 4 0 0 
Nevada 2,116 1,839 15.1 2,116 1,839 15.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Washington 5,336 4,399 21.3 5,336 4,399 21.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Oregon 3,295 3,177 3.7 3,292 3,172 3.8 3 5 -40.0 3 5 0 0 
California 29,202 24,569 18.9 27,913 23,264 20.0 1,289 1,305 -1.2 0 0 1,289 1,31)5 
Alaska 1,019 822 24.0 708 571 24.0 311 251 23.9 76 47 235 204 
Hawaii 1,207 985 22.5 757 624 21.3 450 361 24.7 86 123 364 236 

NOTE: See Appendix II, Questionnaire, for category definitioll9 and Appendix III, 
Explanatory notes, for State-by-State variations from definitions. 
Federal and U.S. total counts include unsentenced persons held under the 
jurisdiction of the Immip"ration and Naturalization Service rather than 
the Rureau of Prisons. Such persons wer:e excluded from necember 31 J 1980 
counts. See Appendix lIlt Expl;:matorv notes, for details. 

*Not definable. 
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Table 2 (Yearend 1980 and 1981) 
Mal.e prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction, 
by sentence length 

------ -----------. 
"1aximum sentence length 

Year or iess/unsentenced 
Total tlore than A Ye'3r ------T-ot8l Year or less ~~--Percent Percent Percent 

Re~lon and State 12/31/R1 12/31/80 change 12/31/81 12/31/80 chnnge 12/31/81 12/31/80 change lUll/HI 12/11/80 12/11/81 12/31/80 

Uniced States. total 353,335 316,401 11.7 338, q40 303,643 11.6 14,395 12,758 12.8 7,0;87 8,489 6,808 4,269 

Federal institutions, total 2fi ,574 22,9(,4 10;.7 20,896 19,438 7.0; 5,678 3,526 61.0 2,5Q8 2,570 3,080 956 
State institutions, total 326,761 293,437 11.4 318,044 284,205 ll.9 8,717 Q,232 -0;.6 4,Q8Q 5,919 3,728 3,313 

Northeast 51,0;12 44,111 lfi.2 49,2'-1 41,895 17.'i 2, '311 2,418 -5.2 947 979 1,364 1,459 
Hlline 966 793 21.8 786 654 20.2 180 139 29.5 180 139 0 0 
New HamDshire 391 321 21.R 391 121 21.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 519 464 11.9 386 336 14.9 133 128 3.9 49 73 84 55 
'iassachusetts 3,697 1,079 20.1 3,690 3,078 19.9 7 1 600.0 7 1 0 0 
Rhode Island 937 787 19.1 681 587 14.1 256 190 34.7 87 65 169 125 
Connecticut 4,414 4,102 7.6 2,893 2,660 8.8 1,521 1,442 5.5 410 332 1,111 . 1,110 
New York 24,830 21,202 17.1 24,830 21,033 18.1 0 169 -100.0 0 n 0 169 
New Jersey 6,725 5,1\86 IR.l 6,575 5,366 22.5 150 320 -53.1 150 320 0 0 
P~nnsylvania 9,053 7,899 14.6 8,989 7,850 14.5 64 49 30.1\ 64 49 0 0 

lIort h Central 69,421 63,621 9.1 6R,0;79 62,043 10.5 842 1,0;78 -46.6 804 1,570 38 8 
Ohio 14,205 12,857 10.5 14,205 12,857 10.5 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Indiana 7,736 6,442 20.1 7,291 6,064 20.2 445 378 17.7 445 378 0 0 
Illinois 12,803 11,553 10.8 12,604 10,484 20.2 199 I,Ob9 -81.4 199 1,069 0 0 
lIichigan 14,0;27 14,490 0.1 14,527 14,490 0.3 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Wisconsin 4,247 3,826 11.0 4,247 3,826 11.0 a 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Hinnesota 1,968 1,936 1.7 1,968 1,936 1.7 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Iowa 2,556 2,388 7.0 2,446 2,387 2.5 110 1 10900.0 72 1 38 0 
Missouri 6,224 5,490 13.4 6,224 5,490 13.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota 277 251 10.4 215 183 17.5 62 68 -8.8 62 68 0 0 
South Dakota 664 617 7.6 638 594 7.4 26 23 13.0 26 23 0 0 
Nebraska 1,589 1,390 14.3 1,589 1,351 17.6 0 39 -100.0 0 31 0 6 
Kansas 2,625 2,181 10.2 2,625 2,181 10.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

South 153,072 140,.599 8.9 149,470 137,152 9.0 3,602 3,447 4.5 2,934 3,097 668 350 
Delaware 1,637 1,417 15.5 1,201 1,054 13.9 436 363 20.1 177 167 259 196 
lIaryland 9,031 7,502 20.4 9,031 7,502 20.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dis trict of Columbia 3,363 3,075 9.4 2,879 2,674 7.7 484 401 20.7 380 300 104 101 
Virginia 9,040 8,617 4.9 8,698 8,306 4.7 342 311 10.0 342 311 0 0 
West Virginia 1,528 1,227 24.5 1,528 1,227 24.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Carolina 15,155 14,897 1.7 14,282 13,914 2.6 873 983 -11.2 813 983 0 0 
South Carolina 8,177 7,535 8.5 7,692 7,134 7.8 485 401 20.9 466 394 19 7 
aeor~ia 11,839 11,610 2.0 11,793 11 ,382 3.6 46 228 -79.8 46 228 0 0 
1'lorida 22,595 19,896 13.6 22,238 19,404 14.6 357 492 -27.4 357 492 0 0 
Kentucky 4,067 3,463 17.4 4,067 3,463 17.4 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Tennessee 7,502 6,686 12.2 7,502 6,686 12.2 0 a * 0 0 0 0 
Alabama 7,139 6,278 16.9 6,911 6,111 13.1 428 167 156.3 142 121 286 46 
lIississippi 4,475 3,785 18.2 4,354 3,684 18.2 121 101 19.8 121 101 0 0 
Arkansas 3,197 2,805 14.0 3,167 2,805 12.9 30 0 * 30 0 0 0 
Louisiana 9,071 8,586 5.6 9,071 8,586 5.6 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 5,006 4,549 10.0 5,006 4,0;49 10.0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Texas 30,050 28,671 4.8 30,050 28,671 4.8 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 

West 52,736 41',884 17 .5 50,774 41,115 17.8 1,962 1,769 10.9 304 273 1,658 1,496 
Montana 807 714 13.0 804 713 12.8 3 1 200.0 3 1 0 0 
Idaho 932 792 17.7 932 792 17.7 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Wyoming 563 505 11.5 563 505 11.5 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Colorado 2,691 2,560 5.1 2,689 2,'i40 5.Q 2 20 -90.0 2 20 0 0 
New Mexico 1,407 1,222 15.1 1,297 1,154 12.4 110 68 61.8 110 68 0 0 
Arizona 4,986 4,153 20.1 4,963 4,141 19.9 23 12 91.7 21 12 0 0 
Utah 1,099 905 21.4 1,085 901 20.4 14 4 250.0 14 4 0 0 
Nevada 2,010 1,739 16.7 2,010 1,739 16.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Washington 5,124 4,209 21.7 5,124 4,209 21.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ore~on 3,192 3,077 3.7 3,189 3,072 3.8 3 5 -40.0 3 5 0 0 
C!alifornia 27,775 23,253 19.4 26,681 22,177 20.3 1,094 1,076 1.7 0 0 1,094 1,076 
Alaska 972 801 21.3 679 562 20.8 293 239 22.6 70 44 221 195 
Halo/aU 1,158 954 21.4 718 610 21.0 420 344 22.1 79 119 341 225 

1I0TE: See Appendix II, Questionnaire, for c.1.tejO!:ory definitions and Appendix lII, 
Explanatorv notes, for State-by-State variations from definitions. 

'llot definable. 
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--------~--~.---.------

Table 3 (Yearend 1980 and 1981) 
Female prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction, 
by sentence length 

--------------------------... ---~-

------ ------------- J1a'ICimum sentence len~th 
Year-orres"s-'unselltenceti 

Total Hore thnn n vp.or Total Year or less Unsentenced 
----------~ Pcrc:p,nt Percent 

Region and State 12/3I/RI 12131/80 chan~e 12/31/81 12/31/RO change 12/11/81 12131/80 chaop..c 12/31/81 12131/80 12/311Rl 12/11/80 

United States, total 15,437 11,420 15.0 14,227 12,311 15.4 1,~10 1,089 11.1 721 619 1,89 450 

Federal instltution~, total 1,559 1,199 1l.4 1,273 1,173 8.1 2R6 226 26.5 157 149 129 77 
State institutions, total 11,878 12,021 15.4 12,954 11,158 16.1 924 863 7.1 56/, 490 360 371 

Northeast I,M5 1,463 27.1 1,604 1,270 26.1 261 193 35.2 167 87 94 106 
Hain. 26 21 23.8 20 17 17.6 6 4 50.0 (, 4 n 0 
New Hampshire 7 5 40.0 7 5 40.0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 15 16 -6.3 9 6 50.0 6 10 -40.0 3 5 3 5 
Massachusetts In 106 81.1 101 72 40.3 91 34 167.6 91 34 0 0 
Rhode !Bland 25 26 -1.8 8 14 -42.9 17 12 41.7 6 9 1l 1 
Connecticut 213 206 l1.1 t02 90 13.1 111 116 12.9 51 25 80 91 
New York 769 61J 25.4 769 606 26.9 0 7 -100.0 0 0 0 7 
New ~Jergey 2Rfi 198 44.4 286 198 44.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 312 272 14.7 302 262 15.3 10 10 0.0 10 10 0 0 

North Central 2,927 2,590 11.0 2,874 2,451 17.3 53 139 -61.9 49 138 4 I 
Ohio 763 632 20.7 763 632 20.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indiann 2R6 241 18.7 268 217 23.1 18 24 -25.0 18 24 0 0 
Illinois 403 346 16.5 392 240 63.3 1l 106 -89.6 \I 106 0 ° Michigan 630 634 -0.6 &30 614 -0.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wisconsin 169 154 9.7 169 154 9.7 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 56 65 -13.R 56 65 -11.8 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Iowa 114 93 22.6 108 92 17.4 6 1 500.0 5 1 1 0 
Hissouri 265 216 12.3 265 236 12.3 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
North Oakota 3 2 50.0 3 2 50.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South nakota 29 18 61.1 24 15 60.0 '; 3 61i.7 5 3 0 0 
Nebraska 64 56 14.3 51 51 0.0 13 5 160.0 10 4 3 I 
Kansas 145 111 28.3 145 111 28. ~ 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 

South 6,640 5,759 15.1 6,116 5,498 14.9 324 261 24.1 292 246 12 15 
nelaware 75 57 31.6 47 33 42.4 28 24 16.7 8 \0 20 14 
Maryland 304 229 32.8 30/, 229 n.R a a 0 0 0 0 
District of Columbia 116 70 65.7 53 45 17.8 63 25 152.0 63 25 0 a 
Virginia 348 303 14.9 315 275 14.5 33 28 17.9 33 28 0 0 
West Virginia 37 30 23.3 37 30 23.3 a 0 0 0 a 0 
North Carolina 636 616 3.2 572 542 5.5 64 74 -13.5 64 74 0 0 

South Carolina 361 327 10.4 318 293 8.5 43 34 26.5 43 34 0 0 
Georgia 605 568 6.1 584 540 8.1 21 28 -25.0 21 28 0 0 

Florida 994 839 18.5 962 807 19.2 32 32 0.0 32 32 0 a 
Kentucky 100 125 -20.0 100 125 -20.0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Tennessee 395 336 17.6 395 336 17.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Alabama JI8 265 20.0 2R8 257 12.1 30 8 275.0 18 7 12 1 

HisaissippA 149 117 27.4 140 109 28.4 9 8 12.5 9 8 0 0 
Arkansas 131 106 23.6 110 106 22.6 1 0 I 0 0 0 
Louisiana 344 303 13.5 344 303 13.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 275 247 ILl 275 247 11.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Texas 1,452 1,221 18.9 1,452 1,221 18.9 0 0 0 0 a 0 

West 2,44fi 2,209 10.7 2,160 1,939 11.4 2R6 270 5.9 56 19 230 251 
Montana 24 25 -4.0 24 25 -4.0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Idaho 25 25 0.0 25 25 0.0 0 0 * 0 0 ° 0 
Wyoming 24 29 -17.2 24 29 -17.2 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Colorado 81 69 17.4 81 69 17 .4 a 0 * 0 0 0 0 
New Hexic.o 90 57 57.9 48 45 6.7 42 12 250.0 42 12 0 0 
Arizona 237 219 8.? 216 219 7 .8 1 0 I 0 0 0 
Utah 41 27 51.9 41 27 51.9 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Nevada 86 100 -14.0 86 100 -14.0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Waahington 212 190 11.6 212 190 11.6 ° 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Ol'egon 10~ 100 3.0 103 100 3.0 n 0 • 0 0 0 0 
r:alifornia 1,427 1,316 8.4 1,232 1,087 13.3 195 229 -14.8 0 0 195 229 
Alaska 47 21 121.R 29 9 222.2 18 12 50.0 6 3 12 9 
'lawai! 49 31 58.1 19 14 35.7 30 17 76.5 7 4 23 13 

NOTE: Se. Appendix II, Ouestionnaire, for category definitions and Appendix III, 
Explanatory notes t for State-by-State vari~tions from definitions. 

"Not definable. 

Prisoners ill State alld Federal11lstitutiollS Oil December 31, 1981 15 



Table 4 (Yearend 1981) 
Number of prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction 
per 100,000 resident population, by sentence length 

-------------- ---------------------------
ttAximllfll sentence lenRth 

'lore than y~;u orfiS;-
ltpRion nnli Stnt£! TotAl n VeAl' noli IInsentencert 

-----. 
!lnited .!;tntes. tntnl lfin 153 

Fo~ernl inRtitllttom;, tntal I? 10 
State instituti.onj;, total 14R 1/,4 

~JortheAR t lOA 10.1 
Unine R7 71 
'few J-t1l1'l.nRhlrp 42 42 
Vermont 103 l~ 
JfnsAilc't)IIAect:s fi7 65 
Rho~e I.lan~ 101 72 
ConO(~ctictlt II,q q5 
lIow Yor1< 145 145 
~ll!w .1p.t'Rp.v 94 92 
Pennsvlvania 79 7R 

North roentral 121 IH 
Ohio 139 139 
InHaM 147 l1R 
Illinois 115 113 
'fiehignn 1~5 I~; 

T.Jisconsin 93 93 
llinnesota 1,9 I,q 
Iowa 92 RR 
Hissnuri 111 111 
»orth Oakota 42 33 
~ol1th "<lkoca 101 97 
Nebraska 105 104 
KAnRA.S llfi 116 

~outl, ~n6 ml 
nelaware 2R5 20R 
lfarvlanri ~IR ?IR 
nistriet of r.olumhiH 554 467 
lIirdnin 172 lli5 
L1est Vir1tinin RO AO 
"Torth r.nrolina 264 24R 
South r.arolina 26~ 251 
r.enrttia 1.21 '.20 
Florirla 22R 224 
J<entncltv 114 114 
Tennp.ssee 171 171 
AlahamA 195 IR1 
Ifi.sissiDn! IR2 177 
Arlc;ansAs 145 141 
1.011i01Ana 216 216 
OklaholTlfl lfi9 169 
Texa!.:; 210 210 

Ueat 1?4 119 
Hontana 105 104 
lrlHho 9q qq 

tNaming 117 117 
t:olnt";trt(') 9~ q2 
H~W' lfexico liZ 100 
Arizonn lAS IR4 
IItHh 74 73 
NeVRela '45 245 
W1lflhinl?;ton 125 125 
Orep,nn 124 IZ4 
r.alifornia 12n 114 
AlnB"~ 245 170 
Hawaii 122 77 

HOTF.; ::iee Appendix II, Onestionnait'P, for r.atefmrv definitions and Apnenelix III, 
F.xDlrln<1t(.lrv notP:R, for CitRtp-hv-StntP v:triilt1ons frol'l tip.finittnnR. 
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Table 5 (Yearend 1980 and 1981) 
Prisoners housed In local jails because of overcrowding 
in State and Federal facilities, by sex 

Pt"isoners in local 
jails 8S a percent 
of local juriadic-

Total liale Female tion population 
ReRion and State 127317al 12731780 12711781 12731780 12711761 127217ao 12731781 

United States, total ~,900 6,160 6,693 6,229 207 131 2.2 

Federal institutions, total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
State institutions, total 6,900 6,160 6,693 6,229 207 131 2.0 

Northeast 1,026 331 1,024 331 2 0 1.9 
Ifaine 24 6 22 6 2 0 2.4 
New Hampshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Vermont ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Hassachusetts 7 125 7 125 0 0 0.2 
Rhode rsland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Connecticut 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
New York 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
New Jerseyl 995 200 995 200 0 0 12.4 
Pennsylvania 0 0 0 a 0 0 0.0 

North Central 43 75 15 35 28 40 0.1 
Ohio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Indiana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Illinois 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Michigan 43 75 15 35 28 40 0.3 
lIisconsin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Iowa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Missouri 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
North nakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
NebraSKa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Kansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

South 5,175 5,855 5,068 5,766 107 89 3.2 
Delaware 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Ifaryland 71 277 71 277 0 0 0.8 
nistrict of Columbia 0 0 0 a 0 0 0.0 
Virginial 485 368 461 351 24 J7 5.2 j', 

West Virginia 0 0 a 0 0 0 0.0 
"1: 

North Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
South I':arolina 549 609 547 609 2 0 6.4 
Georgia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Florida 287 285 275 273 12 12 1.2 
Kentucky 104 94 104 94 0 0 2.5 
Tennessee 219 178 218 176 1 2 2.8 
Ala.bama 1,472 1,410 1,453 1,383 19 27 19.2 
MiSSissippi 1,147 1,243 1,109 1,226 38 J7 24.8 
Arkansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Louisiana 793 1,267 783 1,267 10 0 8.4 
Oklahoma 48 124 47 110 I 14 0.9 
Texas 0 I) 0 0 0 0 0.0 

West 656 99 586 97 70 2 1.2 
Montana 1 1 I) 0 I I 0.\ 
Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
lIyomin~ 0 a 0 0 I) I) 0.0 
Colorado Q 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
New "Iexico ? 11 2 12 0 I 0.1 
Arizona 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Utah 2q 0 29 0 0 0 2.5 
Nevada 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0.0 
Ilashin~ton 24 8, 24 8, I) 0 0.4 
Oregon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
California 601) 0 531 0 6q 0 2.1 
Alaska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
HawaU I) 0 0 0 0 0.0 

NllTF.: See -Appendix II, Ouestionmlire, for c;ttp.Rorv rlefinitions nor! ApnencUx III, 
Explanatorv notes I for Stilte-bv-State variations from definitions. 

Iprisoners in local .1ails a.re not cDnsidered hv the Statp.: to he unnel' its 
jurisdict ton. 'For the purposes of this table I hnwp.ver, they are inclurled in the 
total State prisoner count used to calculate the: pel;"centage of State prisoners 
held in local ,jails. 
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T/!ble fl (Yearend 1981) 
Prisoners under State and Federal j~rlsdlctlor'l, 
by ff;lce 

Allleri""n 
Indian o~ "siaT) 0, 
"1~pk~rI P~ci!ie 

Rellion and Sta~e Total White 8~aek N~tive blOnder N~t known 

United States, cotal 368,772 190,503 \6B,I~9 3,~07 1,170 5,663 

Federal institutions, total 2~ ,133 15,5B3 B,79B 440 103 3,209 
State instHutions, total 340,639 174,920 159,331 2,867 1,067 2,45 4 

Northeast 53,397 26,444 ~6,6MI 29 13 251 
Haine 992 966 IS 11 0 0 
New l{smpshlre 398 390 5 3 0 0 
Vermont 534 520 10 4 0 0 
Massachusetts 3,889 2,551 1,329 3 6 0 
Rhode ISland 962 714 246 0 2 0 
Connecticut 4,647 2,537 2,1 05 5 0 1\ 
New York 25,599 ll,9A! 13,407 0 0 251 
New JerseY 7,011 2.556 4,.55 > 0 0 1\ 
Pent'l~ylvani8 9,365 4,269 5,088 3 5 0 

North Central 72,348 36,927 33,813 799 16 793 
OhiG 14,96B 7,739 7,229 0 0 0 
IndiaM 8,1122 5,211 >2,795 5 I 1\ 
nUno!s 13,206 4,952 8,217 31 6 0 
Hichigan 15,157 5,81~ B,515 75 1 748 
Wisconsin 4,416 2,514 1,689 135 I 17 
llinnesotn 2,024 1,408 m 165 2 28 
lowa 2,67Q 2,138 490 42 0 ° Missouri 6,489 3,515 2,914 0 0 0 
North Dakota 280 230 2 48 0 0 
South n.kGta 6ql 512 14 167 0 0 
Nebraska 1,653 1,036 511 Bl 1 0 
Kansas 2,770 1.784 934 48 4 0 

South 159,712 73,7S~ 84,441 684 10 822 
nelaware > 1,712 ~91 1,021 0 0 0 
Harylan~ ~,335 2,560 6,7~1 In 0 4 
nistrict of Columbia 3,479 103 3,374 0 0 0 
Virp,inia 9,388 3,917 5,37& 0 0 95 
Weat Virginia 1,565 1,345 218 2 0 0 
North Carolina 15,791 7,025 a,laO 341 4 41 
Routh Carolina 8,538 3,558 4,972 8 0 n 
Georsda 12,444 5,123 7,313 2 0 fi 
florida 23,589 12,114 l1,3S1 3 4 57 
Kentucky 4,167 2,996 1,171 0 0 0 
Tennessee 7,897 4,551 3,346 0 0 0 
AlabRIlIII 7,657 2,933 4,718 5 0 1 
Hlssissippl 4,624 1,258 2,829 4 1 532 
Arkansas 3,328 l, fi96 1,632 0 ° ° r.ouisiana 9,415 2,650 6,763 2 0 0 
Oklahoma 5,281 3,407 1,4B2 305 1 86 
Tex~s 31,502 17,76B 13,732 2 0 0 

West 55,\82 37,794 14,417 1,355 1,028 5~8 
tfantana 831 642 21 168 0 0 
Idaho 957 aq6 26 31 2 0 
llyoming 5B7 537 ~5 24 1 0 
Colorado 2,772 2,1~1 579 26 6 0 
New Hexico 1,497 1,249 160 55 1 32 
Arizona 5,221 3,997 l,on9 )68 9 40 
Utah 1,140 I,OW 107 18 5 ° N.v,,~a 2,116 1,48\ 591 16 28 0 
\lashingto" 5,336 1,727 1,106 211 3B 254 
Ore.ctnn '.295 2,830 140 93 0 32 
CaUfornia 29,202 18,45\ \0,270 219 165 97 
Alaska 1,0\9 511 139 311 0 34 
"awaif. 1,207 280 44 11 713 99 

---------~~ 

NIlTF.: See Appenrlix It, nll •• tionna!r., for catenory d.fini~ions and o\PPenrl!x III, 
F.xpl:,nntnrv note~, fot' S~"tR-J,V-StRtP. v.,rt~t.tQ"S frpm tlofinttionR, 
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Table 7 (Yearend 1981) 
Male prisoners under State and Federal Jurisdiction, 
by race 

American 
Indian nr Astan or 
Al.akan Pacific 

Region and S~ate Total \/hite Rlack Native lAlander Not knOIln 

United States, totsl 353,335 183,202 160,4/,2 3,116 1,124 4,451 

FederAl institutions, total 2~ ,574 14,MR 8,129 423 94 3,080 
5tste institution., total 326,761 168,354 152,313 2,693 1,030 2,371 

Northea.t 51,532 25,585 25 ,660 27 11 249 
Haine 966 942 14 10 0 0 
New HaMpshire 391 383 5 3 0 0 
VerMOnt 519 505 10 4 0 0 
lUssachuRettB 3,697 2,425 1,264 3 5 0 
Rhode Is 1. nd 937 696 239 0 2 0 
Connec.ticut 4,414 2,437 1,973 4 0 0 
New York 24,830 11,620 12,961 0 0 249 
New Jersey 6,725 2,458 4,267 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 9,053 4,119 4,927 3 4 0 

North Central 6Q,421 35,650 32,216 152 IS 788 
Ohio 14,205 7,421 6,784 0 0 0 
Indiana 7,736 5,072 2,659 4 1 0 
Illinois 12,803 4,819 7,958 20 6 0 
Michigan 14,527 5,639 8,0711 73 1 744 
Wisconsin 4,247 2,492 1,611 127 1 16 
MinnesQta 1,968 1,372 407 159 2 28 
Iowa 2,556 2,062 455 39 0 0 
Missouri 6,224 3;359 2,R65 0 0 0 
North Dakota 277 227 2 48 0 0 
South nskota 664 495 14 155 0 0 
Nebraska 1,589 998 509 82 0 0 
Kansas 2,625 1,694 882 45 4 0 

South 153,072 70,8RO 80,740 642 8 802 
nelaware 1,637 665 972 0 0 0 
Haryla"" Q,031 2,492 6,527 9 0 3 
District of Columbia 3,363 99 3,264 0 0 0 
Virginia 9,040 1,773 5,174 0 0 93 
West Virginia 1,528 1,320 207 1 0 0 
North I:arolina 15,1S5 6,738 8,052 322 3 40 
South Carolina 8,177 3,398 4,771 8 0 0 
Georgia 11,839 4,873 6,960 0 0 6 
Florida 22,595 11,756 10,778 3 4 54 
Kentucky 4,067 2,928 1,139 0 0 0 
Tennessee 7,502 4,292 3,210 0 0 0 
Alabama 7,339 2,818 4,516 4 0 1 
Hississippi 4,475 1,216 2,736 4 0 519 
Arkansas 3,197 1,630 1,567 0 0 0 
Louisiana 9,071 2,540 6,529 2 0 0 
Oklahoma 5,006 3,250 1,380 2R9 1 86 
Texas 30,050 17,092 12,958 0 0 0 

W£lst 52,736 36,239 13,697 1,272 996 532 
Montana 807 620 21 166 0 0 
Idaho 932 876 25 29 2 0 
Wyom~ng 563 513 25 24 1 0 
Colorado 2,691 2,099 560 26 6 0 
New Mexico 1,407 1,196 157 53 1 0 
Arizona 4,986 3,810 970 159 8 39 
Utah 1,099 979 99 16 5 0 
Nevada 2,030 1,445 547 13 2S 0 
Washington 5,124 3,604 1,042 197 38 243 
Oregon 3,192 2,758 319 86 0 29 
California 27,775 17,570 9,765 186 163 91 
Alaska 972 50~ 126 307 0 3/, 
llawaU 1,158 264 41 10 747 96 

NOTE: See Append!" II, Questionnaire, for category dafinltlons and Appendix Ill, 
F.xp1anfltory notes t for State-by-State variations from definitionB. 

Prisoners in State and Federallnstitulion$ on December 31, 1981 ,9 



Table 8 (Yearend 1981) 
Female prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction, 
by race 

American 
Indian or Asian or 
Alaskan Pacific 

Region and State Total Hhite Black Native Islander Not known 

United State., total 15,437 7,301 7,687 191 46 212 

Federal institutions, total 1,5S9 735 669 17 9 i29 
State institutions, total 13,878 6,566 7,018 174 37 83 

Northeast 1,865 859 1,000 2 2 2 
Maine 26 24 1 1 0 0 
New l{ampshire 7 7 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 15 15 0 0 0 0 
}.fsssachuse t ts 192 126 65 0 1 0 
Rhode Is land 25 18 7 0 0 0 
Connecticut 231 100 132 1 0 0 
New York 769 321 446 0 0 2 
New Jersey 2A6 9R IRR 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 312 150 161 0 1 0 

North Central 2,927 1,277 1,5Q7 47 1 5 
Ohio 763 318 445 a 0 0 
Indbna 2R6 149 136 1 0 0 
Illinois 403 133 259 11 0 0 
liichigan 630 179 445 2 0 4 
lIisconsin 169 82 78 8 0 1 
Minnesota 56 36 14 6 0 0 
Iowa 114 76 ,5 3 0 0 
Hissouri 265 156 109 0 0 0 
North Dakota 3 3 0 0 0 0 
South Oakota 2q 17 0 12 0 0 
Nebr.ska 64 38 24 1 1 0 
KnnsBs 145 90 52 3 0 0 

South 6,640 2,875 3,701 42 2 20 
Delaware 75 26 49 0 0 0 
Maryland 304 68 234 1 0 1 
Dis trict of Columbia 116 4 112 0 0 0 
Virginia 348 144 202 0 0 2 
West Virginia 37 25 11 1 0 0 
North Carolina 636 287 328 19 1 1 
South Carolina 361 160 201 0 0 0 
Geor~ia 605 250 353 2 0 0 
Florida 994 418 573 0 0 3 
Kentuck.v 100 68 32 0 0 0 
Tennessee 395 259 136 0 0 0 
AlabatM 118 115 202 1 0 0 
'l1ssissippi 149 42 93 0 1 13 
ArkansAS 111 66 65 0 0 0 
Louisiana 31,4 110 234 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 275 157 102 16 0 0 
"Texas 1,452 616 774 2 0 0 

I{est 2,446 1,555 720 83 32 56 
Montana 24 12 0 2 0 a 
Id~ho 25 20 1 4 0 n 
Ilyoming 21, 24 0 0 0 0 
Colorarlo 81 62 19 0 0 0 
New Hexico 90 53 3 2 0 32 
Arizolla 217 187 39 9 1 1 
lItah 41 31 8 2 0 0 
~evarfa B~ % 44 1 1 0 
Ilashington 212 123 64 14 0 11 
Oregon 103 72 21 7 0 3 
Gallfornia 1,427 881 505 33 2 6 
Alaska 47 28 13 6 0 0 
Hawaii 4\1 16 3 1 2, 3 

NOTF-, ~ee Appendix n, nuestionnnire, for CJltegory definitions nnd Appenci!x III, 
F;x!>lanatorv notes. for t;tatP-hV-!itnt,p vflctllttnnt; Frol"1 riefinitit)nq. 
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Table 9 (Yearend 1981) 
Number of prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction 
per 100,000 resident population, by race and sex 

American Indian 
All rac.es White Black or Alaskan Native 

Region and State T<'tal Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

United States, total 163 321 13 101 200 8 635 1,282 55 233 445 27 

Federal institutions, total 12 24 1 8 16 33 65 5 31 60 2 
St,':I..te ins titutlons, t:"'tal 150 297 12 93 184 602 1,217 50 202 384 24 

Northeast 109 219 7 62 126 4 550 1,149 38 37 71 • 
Maine 88 177 4 87 57 4 • • I< I< • 
New IlampBhire 43 87 • 43 86 I< I< I< • • I< 

Vermont 104 208 6 103 204 6 • • • • 
Massachusetts 68 135 6 48 95 4 601 1,204 56 • • 
Rhode Island 101 208 5 80 163 I, 879 • I< • • 
Connecticut 150 295 14 91 180 7 970 1,934 115 * New York 146 298 8 86 174 4 553 1,185 34 • 
NeW' Jersey 95 190 7 42 83 3 482 990 38 * • 
Pennsylvania 79 159 5 40 80 3 485 1,018 29 • 

North Central 123 243 10 71 140 5 634 1,278 57 322 611 37 
Ohio 139 272 14 81 160 6 671 1,341 78 * • 
Indiana 146 290 10 104 208 6 673 1,350 62 * • • 
Illinois 116 231 7 54 107 3 491 1,018 29 * Michigan 164 322 13 74 146 4 710 1,418 71 188 • I< 

Wisconsin 94 184 7 58 114 4 923 1,852 82 458 * 
Minnesota 50 98 3 36 71 2 794 1,507 54 471 • I< 

Iowa 92 181 8 75 150 5 1,167 * • • 
Missouri 132 263 10 81 160 7 579 1,189 40 * * Norch Dakot a 43 84 • 37 72 • I< * * 5 out h Dakota 100 195 8 80 157 5 * 1,400 * 371 * Nebraska 105 208 8 69 137 5 1,110 2,213 96 • • * Kansas 117 227 12 82 160 8 741 1,400 83 * I< 

South 212 418 17 125 247 10 601 1,217 50 184 346 23 
Delaware 287 572 24 141 281 10 1,064 2,160 96 * I< * Maryland 221 442 14 81 162 4 706 1,438 406 I< • 
District of Columbia 545 1,140 34 60 124 • 754 1,584 46 • • 
Virginia 176 345 13 93 181 7 533 1,069 39 • " I< 

West Virginia BO 162 4 72 145 3 335 690 31 I< I< 

North Garolina 269 531 21 158 310 13 637 1,288 47 539 1,006 58 
South Carolina 274 539 23 166 322 15 524 1,065 40 • * • 
Georgia 228 448 21 130 253 12 499 1,015 45 • • • 
Florida 242 484 20 149 299 10 846 1,692 81 * I< • 
!<;entucky 114 227 5 89 177 4 402 904 24 * Tennessee 172 339 17 119 231 13 461 947 35 * I< I< 

Alabama 197 393 16 102 202 8 474 977 38 I< • * Mississippi 183 369 11 78 154 5 319 658 20 * I< 

Arkansas 146 290 11 90 177 7 438 901 33 I< • 
Louisiana 224 445 16 91 178 7 547 1,126 36 • * Oklahoma 175 339 18 131 257 12 723 1,394 97 180 349 18 
Texas 221 429 20 159 310 12 803 1,574 87 I< • 

West 128 247 11 108 211 9 637 1,218 63 188 359 23 
Montana 106 206 6 87 168 6 • • 450 * * Idaho 101 198 5 99 196 4 * I< I< I< 

Wyoming 125 23/, 10 120 224 11 * * * • I< 

Colorado 96 188 6 84 165 5 568 1,077 38 * * • 
New Mexico 115 220 14 78 249 11 • • * 52 106 I< 

Arizona 192 373 17 178 3''-1 6 1,345 2,487 108 110 215 * Utah 78 152 6 73 '~J 4 * * • * * I< 

Nevada 265 502 22 212 ~n~ 10 1,159 2,189 176 I< * 
Washington 129 250 10 99 193 6 1,043 1,828 133 347 657 46 
Oregon 125 246 8 114 226 6 919 • I< 344 * * California 123 238 12 102 199 10 565 1,097 54 109 188 32 
Alaska 255 458 25 173 306 19 * 489 945 * Hawaii 125 234 10 88 154 11 * * * • 

·Signifies resident population base of less than 25,000 ar fewer than 10 inmates. 

Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 31, 1981 21 



Table 10 (Yearend 1981) 

Prisoners under State and Federal jurisdiction, 
by Hispanic origin and sex 

----------------------------------.. ---
Roth sexes lisle Female 

Non- ":ot- 'Jon-----Not- Non- Not 
Region and State Total ilispanic lIispanic known Total Hispanic IIlspanic known. Total lIispanic ilispanic known 

----------
l1olter{ States, total 368,772 2Q ,087 265,487 74,198 353,335 28,211 253,970 71,154 15,437 876 11,517 3,044 

Federl'll institutions t total 28,131 4,097 20,827 3,209 26,574 3,900 19, ,94 3,080 1,5,9 197 1,233 129 
State institutions f total 340,639 24,990 2/,4,660 70,989 126,761 24,3 Ll 234,376 68,074 1:· .U7a 679 10,284 2,915 

Northeast 53,197 6,759 37,273 9,165 51,512 6,62 /, 15,A55 9,053 1,865 135 1,418 312 
Maine 992 0 992 0 966 I) 966 0 26 0 26 0 
New Hampshire 398 4 394 0 391 4 387 0 7 0 7 0 
Vermont 534 0 534 0 519 0 519 0 15 0 15 0 
Massachusetts 1,889 201 3,6R8 0 1,697 193 3,504 0 192 8 184 0 
Rhode !oland 962 38 924 0 937 37 900 0 25 I 24 0 
Connecticut 4,647 675 3,972 0 4,414 666 3,748 0 213 9 224 0 
New York 25,599 5,102 20,497 n 24,830 4,991 19,839 D 769 III 658 0 
New Jersey 7,011 739 6,272 0 6,725 733 5,992 0 286 6 280 0 
Pennsylva.nia 9,365 NA NA ~, 365 9,053 ~A NA 9,053 312 NA NA 312 

North Central 72,348 1,159 61,773 7,216 69,421 1,122 61,187 6,912 2,927 37 2,586 304 
Ohio 14,968 III 14,685 172 14,205 104 13,967 134 763 7 718 38 
Indiana 8,022 70 7,952 ° 7,736 70 7,666 0 286 0 2R6 0 
Illinois 13,206 547 12,659 0 12,803 528 12,275 0 403 19 384 0 
liichigan 15,157 209 14,409 539 14,527 205 11,783 519 630 4 626 0 
IHsconsin 4,416 186 4,214 16 4,247 182 4,050 15 169 4 164 1 
Minnesota 2,024 57 1,967 ° 1,96R 57 1,911 0 56 0 56 ° Iowa 2,670 38 2,632 0 2,556 38 2,518 0 114 0 114 0 
Missouri 6,4119 NA NA 6,4R9 6,224 NA NA 6,224 265 NA NA 265 
North Dakota 280 0 280 0 277 0 277 0 3 0 3 0 
South Dakota 693 5 6118 ° 664 5 659 0 29 ° 29 0 
Nebraska 1,653 43 1,610 0 1,589 42 1,547 0 64 1 63 0 
Kansas 2,770 93 2,677 0 2,625 91 2,534 0 145 2 141 0 

South 159 ,712 6,152 100,217 53,143 111,072 6,010 95,936 51,126 6,640 142 4,281 2,217 
Delaware 1,712 20 0 1,692 1,637 20 0 1,617 75 0 0 75 
liaryland 9,335 NA NA 9,335 9,031 NA NA 9,031 304 NA NA 304 
District of Columbia 3,479 NA NA 3,479 3,363 NA NA 3,363 116 NA NA 116 
Virginia 9,388 IlA 'lA 9,3811 9,040 NA NA 9,040 348 NA NA 348 
West Virginia 1,565 0 1,565 0 1,528 0 1,528 0 37 0 37 0 
North Carolina 15,791 0 15,750 41 15,155 0 15,11 5 40 636 0 635 1 
South Carolina 8,538 NA NA 8,538 8,177 NA NA 8,177 361 NA NA 361 
Geor~la 12,444 3 0 12,441 11,839 2 0 11,837 605 1 0' 604 
Florida 23,589 323 23,266 ° 22,595 318 22,277 0 994 5 989 0 
Kentucky 4,167 0 4,167 0 4,067 0 4,067 0 100 0 100 0 
Tennessee 7,897 NA NA 7,897 7,502 NA NA 7,502 395 NA NA 395 
Alabama 7,657 I 7,656 0 7,339 1 7,338 0 318 0 318 0 
Mississippi 4,624 7 4,085 532 4,475 6 3,950 519 149 I 135 13 
Arkansas 3,328 0 3,328 0 3,197 0 3,197 0 131 0 131 0 
Louisiana 9,415 10 9,405 0 9,071 10 9,061 0 344 0 344 0 
Oklahoma 5,2111 66 5,215 0 5,006 66 4,940 0 275 0 275 0 
Texas 31,502 5,722 25,780 0 30,050 5,587 24,463 0 1,452 135 1,317 0 

Went 55,182 10,720 43,397 1,065 52,736 10,355 41,398 983 2,446 365 1,999 82 
Montana 831 17 812 2 807 17 790 0 24 0 22 2 
Idaho 957 96 861 ° 932 92 840 0 25 4 21 0 
Wyoming 587 1,7 540 0 563 45 518 0 24 2 2Z 0 
Colorado 2,772 696 2,076 0 2,691 681 2,010 0 81 15 66 0 
New Hexico 1,497 758 707 32 1,407 726 681 0 90 32 26 32 
Arizona 5,223 1,2/,5 3,966 12 4,986 1,194 3,781 11 237 51 185 1 
Utah 1,140 213 927 0 1,099 208 891 0 41 5 36 0 
Nevada 2,116 76 2,040 ° 2,030 72 1,958 0 86 4 82 0 
Washington 5,336 221 5,115 0 5,124 214 4,910 0 212 7 205 0 
Oregon 3.295 114 3,1111 ° 3,192 113 3,079 0 103 1 102 0 
California 29,202 7,237 21,965 0 27,775 6,9 93 20,782 0 1,427 244 1,183 0 
Alaska 1,019 NA NA 1,019 972 NA NA 972 ',7 NA NA 47 
Hawaii 1,207 ° 1,207 0 1,158 0 1,158 0 49 0 49 0 

NOTE: See Appendix II, Questionnaire, for category definitions and Appendix III, 
Explanatory notes. for State-by-State variations from definitions. In 
addition to the 10 jurisdictions which could not provide data on Ifispanic 
ori~in. 6 reported estimated fi~ures (Arkansas, Colorarto, Idaho, tnrliana, 
Nevada, Texas t and Vermont) and 5 reported Hispanic. origin for only 1\ 

portion of the prison population (Cali fornia--~fexicanl; onlv, lofic.1:dl(an--
Mexicans only, New York--Puerto Ricans only, Ohlo--ctlstody only, and the 
Federal Bystem--sentenced inmates onlY)-t 

NA Data not available. 
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Table 11 (Yearend 1981) 
Number of Hispanic prisoners under State and Federal 
jurisdiction per 100,000 Hispanic population, by sex 

Region and State Total Male Female 

United States, total Nil. Nil. Nil. 

Federal ins titutions, ~otal 28 54 3 
State institutions, total "III. NA Nil. 

Northeast Nil. Nil. Nil. 
Maine * • * 
New Hampshire • * * 
Vermont * Massachusetts 143 284 * 
Rhode Island • • 
Connecticut 540 1,092 * New York 308 637 13 
New Jersey 150 107 
Pennsylvania Nil. Nil. Nil. 

North CentrAl NA Nil. Nil. 
Ohio 93 173 * Indiana 80 159 • 
Illinois 86 159 
Michi~an 128 250 
Wisconsin 295 552 • 
Minnesota 178 * 
Iowa 146 * 
lIissouri Nil. till. Nil. 
North Dakota * 
South nakota 
Nebraska 154 * 
Kansas 148 276 

South NA Nil. Nil. 
Delaware Nil. Nil. Nil. 
Ifarylann Nil. Nil. NA 
Dis trict of Columbia Nil. Nil. Nil. 
Vir~inia Nil. Nil. Nil. 
West Virginia 
North Carolina * .' South Carolina Nil. Nil. Nil. 
Geol'stia Nil. NA Nil. 
Florida 38 77 * 
Kentucky 
Tennessee Nil. 1IA Nil. 
Alabama * * 
Mississippi * • * 
Arkansas • * • 
Louisiana 10 20 * Oklahoma 114 220 * 
Texas 192 376 

llest Nil. Nil. NA 
Hontaon * • 
Inaho 267 * Wyoming 188 
Colorado 205 401 9 
New Hexico 159 309 13 
Arizona 282 543 23 
Utah 349 671 
Nevada 141 257 * 
t~ashington 184 334 • 
Oregon 175 323 * 
California 159 304 10 
Alaska Nil. Nil. Nil. 
Hawaii * 

Nil. lnmat~ data not available. nata not provided for I1.S. 
or regional totals hecause not all StAtes reported 
inmate data. 

*Signif:es resident population base of less than 25,000 
or fewer than 10 inmates. 
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Table 12 (1981) 
Sentenced prisoners admitted to and released 
from State and Federal jurisdiction, by type 
of admission and release 

Admissions 
Parole or 
other con- Transfers 
ditional Rscapees Return from 

Number of release and from other Other 
prisoners new court· violators AllOL's aooeal juris- admiss-

Region and State 12/31/80 Total commitment9· returned returned or bond dictions ions 

United States t total 315,974 212,264 160,272 35,674 9,174 910 3,147 3,087 

Federal institutions, total 20,611 13,976 11,086 1,709 694 35 452 Q 
State institutions, total 295,363 198,288 149,186 33,965 8,480 875 2,695 3,087 

Northeast 43,165 28,466 20,048 6,537 610 123 732 416 
~faine 671 525 404 34 4 6 77 0 
New Hampshire 326 290 245 26 19 0 0 0 
Vermont 342 428 283 78 58 0 2 7 
Massachusetts 3,150 2,179 1,496 349 208 0 126 0 
Rhode Is land 611 364 260 56 31 7 9 1 
Connecticut 2,750 2,671 1,464 1,052 65 6 74 10 
New York 21,639 12,481 9,035 3,058 100 67 221 0 
NeW' Jersey 5,564 4,399 3,467 847 69 16 0 0 
Pennsyl vania 8,112 5,129 3,394 1,037 56 21 223 198 

North Central 64,494 46,265 33,115 9,418 2,224 48 218 1,242 
Ohio 13,489 10,567 8,426 2,013 40 0 88 0 
Indiana 6,281 4,384 4,095 216 7J 0 0 0 
Illinois 10,724 11,987 6,897 4,067 101 4 2 916 
Michigan 15,124 7,0]0 4,189 1,152 1,563 0 126 0 
W1Scoltsin 3,980 2,341 1,884 377 0 0 0 80 
Hinnesota 2,001 1,294 830 435 29 0 0 0 
lows 2,1.79 1,753 1,275 160 186 41 0 141 
UisBourl 5,126 3,473 2,880 411 169 2 2 9 
North Dakota 185· 208 180 27 0 1 0 0 
South Oakota 609 405 348 47 10 0 0 0 
Nebraska 1,402 947 786 65 0 0 0 96 
Kansas 2,4Q4 1,876 1,375 448 53 0 0 0 

South 142,650 89,570 71,386 11,081 3,843 671 1,547 1,042 
Uelaware 1,087 735 563 25 49 0 0 98 
Marvland 7,731 5,963 4,750 423 4Q5 0 279 16 
District of Columbia 2,719 2,421 1,141 288 217 0 775 0 
Virginia 8,181 4,480 3,219 685 115 Q 435 6 
llest Virginia 1,257 827 756 55 12 2 1 1 
North Carolina 14,456 9,402 7,628 965 725 0 0 84 
South Carolina 7,427 4,338 3,357 728 233 20 0 0 
Georgia 11,922 7,826 6,770 658 377 0 0 21 
Florida 20,211 13,579 9,877 2,159 698 613 17 215 
Kentucky 3,588 3,366 2,4B 761 130 22 0 0 
Tennessee 7,022 4,684 3,814 423 439 5 3 0 
Alabama 6,168 4,025 4,n06 2 0 4 0 13 
Mississippi 3,793 2,880 2,170 385 72 0 4 249 
Arkansas 2,Qll 2,1,52 1,746 457 18 0 15 216 
Louisiana 8,889 2,957 2,732 154 70 0 1 0 
Oklahoma 4,796 2,885 2,146 133 152 5 0 49 
Texas 29,892 16,750 13,858 2,780 21 0 17 74 

West 45,054 33,987 24,637 6,929 1,803 33 198 387 
Montana 738 550 409 104 32 5 0 0 
Idaho 817 7i5 596 136 13 2 0 8 
Wyoming 534 326 296 14 15 1 0 0 
Colorado 2,609 1,860 1,458 204 186 6 6 0 
New Mexico 1,199 1,255 388 401 28 0 106 332 
Arizona 4,%0 2,919 2,261 498 141 Q 19 0 
1Jtah 928 792 518 160 108 6 0 0 
NevadA 1,839 1,195 956 196 lQ 0 24 0 
llashin~ton 4,199 2,961 1,652 734 546 10 0 19 
Oregon 1,172 ?,60S 1,582 516 492 3 12 0 
California 23,264 18,024 13,932 3,885 207 0 0 0 
Alaska 571 102 390 43 10 0 31 28 
Hawaii 624 243 199 38 6 0 0 0 

NOTE: See Appendix II, OuestionnaiTe, for c:ateRorv definitions and Appendix III, 
F.xplanatorv notes, for StatP-hv-Sl:ate variqtit)ns frol'1 defltlitton~. 
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Releases 

Transfers 
IJncondl- Escapes Out on ft'Qnl other N~ .. he. of ' 

Conditional tional and appeal juris- O~her priSQoers 
Total releases releases AIlOL's or bond dictions Dasth r~1~~8es 12/31/Rl 

174,955 124,415 27,90.1 9,462 2,50.7 2,40.8 791 7,471 153,167 

12,416 6,431 3,396 400. 89 245 58 1,7~9 22,169 
162,537 117,984 24,50.5 9,0.62 2,418 2,163 733 5,672 110,9Q8 

20,806 16,115 2,444 609 319 655 11)3 l61 50,825 
390. 102 247 18 IS 6 2 n B06 
218 167 31 19 0 I) 1 0. 39B 
375 30.5 24 42 I 0 2 0 395 

1,538 796 263 229 0 244 6 0 3,791 
286 20.0. 34 77 13 10 0. 2 689 

2,426 1,522 793 57 21 13 20 0. 2,~95 
8,521 7,536 590. 75 132 147 39 2 25,599 
3,10.2 2,819 130 63 83 0 7 0 6,861 
3,950. 2,868 332 78 54 235 26 ~57 9,291 

39,190 29,722 3,841 2,270. 70. 316 146 %,825 71,453 
9,088 8,518 53 34 0 169 29 280 14,Q6~ 
3,106 2,789 210 85 0 0 22 0 7,559 
9,715 6,199 1,171 6 5 0. 7 2,327 12,996 
6,9Q7 4,754 377 1,668 0. 147 51 Q 15,157 
1,905 1,741 125 0. 0 0 7 32 4,416 
1,271 1,088 148 34 0. 0. I 0. 2,0.24 
1,562 835 30.8 202 52 0. 5 161) 2,554 
2,710. 1,554 956 160 0 0 16 24 6,489 

175 165 9 0 0 0 I 0 218 
352 243 98 9 2 0 ° 0 662 
70.9 303 386 7 10 0 I 2 1,640 

1,600 1,533 0 61) I I) 6 0 2,170. 

76.434 50.,174 16, ~27 4,135 1,984 1,025 353 2,216 155,786 
574 367 77 66 0. I 1 62 1,248 

4,359 2,880 25 371 724 325 27 7 9,335 
2.20.8 797 670 228 0. 497 16 0 2,932 
4,048 3,539 275 114 2 63 45 10. 9,OP 

519 40.6 73 4 4 0. 4 28 1,565 
9,0.04 6,890 1,323 669 94 ° 28 0 14,854 
3,755 2,752 673 291 20 0 !9 0. 8,0.10. 
7,371 2,601 4,2~9 363 66 67 15 0 12,377 

10,590 5,735 3,019 182 1,015 0. 39 0 23,20.0 
2,787 2,586 31 131 29 0 e 0 4,167 
3,809 2,881 413 490. 5 0. 16 4 7,897 
3,194 1,832 540 248 18 38 13 505 7,199 
2,179 1,70.7 349 83 0 6 5 29 4 .49~ 
2,066 1,780 254 n 0 8 9 2 3,297 
2,431 707 1,683 24 0. 3 I~ (l 9,415 
2,40.0 1,013 1,126 24fi 7 0 8 0 5.281 

15,140 11,701 1,735 12 0. 17 86 1,5~~ 31,50.2 

26,107 21,773 1,691 2,048 45 167 131 Hn 52.934 
460. 361 57 35 2 0 2 3 828 
61 ~ 498 87 l.~ 4 0 3 8 957 
273 189 56 24 I 0 3 0 587 

1,699 1,298 227 152 7 5 10 0 2,710 
1,109 705 350 43 0. I 10 0 1,345 
2,080 1,832 14 180 2 26 6 ° 5,199 

594 433 23 128 5 0 5 0. 1,126 
918 611 239 62 0 ° 4 Q 2,lIti 

2,0.24 1,40.0. 7 572 17 0. 18 10 ,5,336 
2,48~ 1,722 181 544 7 11 18 n 3,29~ 

13,375 12,366 415 279 0. 36 51 228 27,913 
3ti5 270 0 8 0 86 I 0 70R 
liD 86 17 6 0 0 0. 1 757 
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Table 13 (1981) 
Sentenced male prisoners admitted to and released 
from State and Federal jurisdiction, by type 
of admission and release 

Admissions 
Parole or 
other coo- Transfers 
ditional Escapees Return from 

Number of release and from other Other 
prisoners N"ew court violators AllOL's appenl jur!s- odmlss-

Region and State 12/31/80 Total commitmenta returned returned or bonrl dictions ions 

United States J total 303,643 200,517 150,741 34,356 8,651 825 2,935 3,009 

Federal institutions, total 19,418 13,15& l(l,4RR 1,599 640 30 399 0 
State institutions, total 284,205 187,361 140,253 32,757 8.011 795 2,536 3,009 

Northeast 41,89S 27,120 19,020 6,136 558 122 686 398 
Maine 654 516 396 34 4 6 76 0 
New Hampshire 321 285 Z41 26 18 0 0 0 
Vet:mont 336 419 280 78 58 0 2 1 
Pia3sachusetts 3,078 1,957 1,317 335 196 0 109 0 
Rhode Island 597 359 255 56 31 7 9 1 
Connecticut 2,660 2,545 1,390 1,027 47 6 66 9 
New York 21,033 12,008 8,652 2,976 95 66 219 a 
New Jersey 5,366 4,155 3,269 R03 67 16 0 0 
Fennsylvania 7,85() 4,876 3,22() 1,001 42 21 205 387 

North Central 62,043 43,619 31,()15 9,102 2,023 46 203 1,230 
Ohio 12,857 9,736 7,689 1,924 40 0 83 0 
Indiana 6,064 4,155 3,867 216 72 0 0 0 
Illinois 1(),484 11 ,527 6,540 3,977 98 4 2 906 
l1ichig~n 14,490 6,542 3,926 1,105 1,193 0 118 0 
ffi.consin 3,826 2,224 1,777 368 0 0 0 79 
Jt1nnesota 1,936 1,237 785 4211 24 0 0 0 
"Iowa 2,187 1,63/, 1,139 145 169 41 0 140 
Missouri >,490 3,116 2,740 401 164 0 0 9 
No rt h Dakot a 183 206 178 27 0 1 0 0 
South Dakota 594 179 325 44 10 0 0 a 
Nebraska 1,351 918 761 61 0 0 0 96 
Kansas 2,381 1,745 1,288 404 53 0 0 0 

South 137,152 84.412 60,974 10,685 3,714 5q4 1,466 999 
Oelaware 1,054 687 520 24 48 0 0 95 
MarylRnd 7,502 5,635 4,459 412 476 0 272 16 
nis trict of Columbia 2,674 2,270 1,061 282 208 0 719 0 
Virginia 8, 'l0~ 4,210 2,992 661 111 0 420 6 
West Virginia 1,227 794 726 54 12 0 1 1 
North Carolina 13,914 8,881 7,177 935 704 0 0 65 
South Carolina 7,134 4,157 3,197 712 229 19 0 0 
Georgia 11,382 7,312 6,118 639 336 0 0 19 
Florida 19,404 12,909 9,348 2,103 692 543 17 206 
Kentuc~y 3,463 3,223 2,124 7/,8 130 21 0 0 
Tennessee 6,686 4,423 3,578 410 429 3 3 0 
Alabama 6,111 3,173 3,755 2 0 4 0 12 
Mississ ippi 3,684 2,747 2,056 375 70 0 4 242 
Arkansas 2,805 2,338 1,643 446 18 0 15 216 
Louisiana 8,586 2,794 2,587 139 68 0 () 0 
Oklahoma 4,549 2,656 2,138 124 143 4 0 47 
Texas 28,671 15,623 12,895 2,619 20 0 15 74 

West 43,H> 32,190 23,244 6,614 1,716 33 181 382 
Hontana 713 525 393 96 31 5 0 0 
Idaho 792 717 566 128 13 2 0 8 
Wyoming 505 316 286 14 15 1 0 0 
Golor.l1do 2,>40 1,780 1,183 200 185 6 6 0 
New Mexico 1,154 l,2()0 365 376 27 0 100 332 
Arizona 4,141 2,n8 2,121 471 127 0 17 0 
Utah 901 759 493 157 103 6 0 0 
"Hevana 1,739 1,141 914 190 19 0 III 0 
Washington 4,209 2,794 1.548 706 514 10 0 16 
Oregon 3,072 2,485 1,508 493 469 3 12 0 
C~l1fornia 22,177 17,032 13,110 3,725 197 a 0 0 
Alaska 562 468 364 40 10 0 28 26 
Hawai:f. 610 235 193 36 6 0 0 0 

NOTE: See Appendix II, nuestionnaire, for c,."ltegory of!finitlons and Appendix tIl, 
Explflniltorv notes t for !=i.tPote.-bv-State. v;);r1.ations from rlefint tion&. 
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Releases 

Transfers 
lIncondi- Escapes O~t on fro", other Number of 

Conditional tional ~nd appeal .jl1ris- Other l?risoners 
Totol releases releases AWO"'. or bond dictions neath releases 12/31/81 

,...,........--, 

165,110 117 ,220 26,508 8,941 2,358 2,246 776 7,061 13R ,940 

11,698 6,024 3,236 389 84 233 58 1,674 20,896 
153,412 111,196 23,272 8,552 2,274 2,013 718 5,387 318,044 

)9,794 15,604 2,278 560 296 624 10l 331 1,9,221 
384 98 245 18 15 6 2 a 786 
215 165 31 18 0 a 1 0 391 
369 300 23 43 1 a 2 0 386 

1,~45 72S 163 218 0 233 6 0 3,690 
275 193 32 27 11 10 0 2 681 

2,312 1,443 713 46 20 11 19 a 2,893 
8,2 11 7,258 571 72 123 146 39 2 24,830 
2,946 2,682 119 62 76 0 7 0 6,575 
3,737 2,740 321 56 50 218 25 327 8,989 

36,973 27,907 3,691 2,063 64 308 146 2,797 68,579 
8,388 7,837 53 39 0 166 29 264 14,205 
2,928 2,636 1M 84 0 0 22 0 7,291 
9,407 5,954 1,119 0 ° 0 7 2,327 12,604 
6,505 4,452 361 1,502 a 139 51 a 14,527 
1,803 1,646 118 0 0 ° 7 32 4,247 
1,205 1,038 13q 30 a 0 1 a 1,968 
1,465 780 302 178 51 0 5 149 2,446 
2,582 1,450 936 157 0 a 16 23 6,224 

174 164 9 0 0 0 I a 215 
335 231 91 9 2 0 ° ° 638 
680 283 378 6 10 0 I 2 1,589 

1,501 1,436 0 58 I ° 6 ° 2,625 

72,114 47,250 15,70t 3,984 1,869 929 342 2,039 149,470 
540 352 73 63 0 I I 50 1,201 

4,106 2,710 23 355 669 315 27 7 9,031 
2,065 766 652 214 ° 418 15 0 2,879 
3,Rl~ 3,334 265 111 ? 62 44 a 8,698 

493 386 71 4 ° a 4 28 1,528 
8,513 6,494 1,263 647 83 0 26 a 14,282 
3,599 2,625 649 286 20 0 19 0 7 ,692 
6,901 2,427 4,012 321 iii 65 15 0 11,793 

10,075 5,440 2 ,844 774 979 0 38 0 22,238 
2,619 2,421 32 nl 27 0 8 ° 4,067 
3,607 2,710 395 481 5 ° 16 ° 7,502 
2,973 1,695 520 246 17 38 12 445 6,911 
2,077 1,620 338 81 0 6 4 28 4,354 
1,976 1,697 249 )3 0 8 9 a 3,167 
2,309 668 1,6QI 23 ° 3 14 0 9,071 
2,199 919 1,045 222 6 0 7 0 5,006 
'4,~44 10,9a6 1,669 12 0 13 83 1,481 30,050 

24,53' 20,435 1,602 1,945 45 155 129 no 50,774 
434 340 55 32 z 0 2 3 804 
577 466 82 15 4 0 3 7 932 
258 177 53 24 I 0 3 0 561 

1,~11 1,219 222 149 7 4 II) 0 2,li89 
1,057 675 331 40 ° I 10 a 1,297 
1,916 1,71)5 26 159 2 18 6 0 4,963 

575 422 20 123 5 0 5 0 1,085 
850 569 21~ 62 0 I) 4 0 2,030 

1,879 1,292 7 537 17 0 18 8 5,124 
2,168 1,6211 In 526 7 13 I~ 0 3,189 

12,528 11,580 398 264 ° 35 49 202 26,681 
3~1 258 I) 8 0 84 I 0 679 
107 84 17 6 ° a I) 0 738 
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Table 14 (1981) 
Sentenced female prisoners admitted to and released 
from State and Federal jurisdiction, by type 
of admission and release 

Admissions 
Parole or 
other con- Transfers 
dttional Escaoees Return from 

N~mber of Telei\se and fl'Qtn other Other 
prisoners New court violators AWOL's appeal juris- admiss-

Region and State 12/31/80 Total c:ammitments returned returned or bond dictions ion8 

Un!ted States J total 12,331 11,747 9,531 1,318 523 85 212 78 

Federal institutions I total 1,173 R20 598 un 54 5 53 0 
State institutions I total 11,158 10,927 8,933 1,208 469 80 159 78 

North~a8t 1,270 1,346 1,028 201 52 1 46 18 
Uaine 17 9 8 0 0 0 1 0 
New Hampshire 5 5 4 0 1 0 0 0 
Vermont 6 9 3 0 0 0 0 6 
Massachusetts 72 222 179 14 12 0 17 0 
Rhode Island 14 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 90 126 74 25 18 Q 8 1 
New York 606 473 383 82 5 1 2 0 
New Jersey 198 244 19R 44 2 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 262 253 174 36 14 0 18 11 

North Central 2,451 2,M6 2,100 316 201 2 15 12 
Ohio 632 831 737 89 0 0 5 0 
Indiana 217 249 22B 0 I 0 0 0 
Illinois 240 460 357 90 3 0 0 10 
liichi!!an 634 4BR 263 47 170 0 8 0 
Wisconsin 154 117 107 9 0 0 0 I 
Minnenota 65 57 45 7 5 0 0 0 
Iowa 92 1J9 86 15 17 0 0 I 
Missouri 236 157 140 8 5 2 2 0 
North Dakota 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 
South J)akota 15 26 23 3 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 51 29 25 4 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 113 131 87 44 0 0 0 0 

South S,49~ 5,138 4,412 396 129 77 81 43 
Delaware 33 48 43 I I 0 0 3 
Maryland 229 32H 291 11 19 0 7 0 
District of r.olumb~a 45 151 80 6 9 0 56 0 
Vir~inia 275 270 227 24 4 0 15 0 
Wes t Vlr~inia 30 33 30 I 0 2 0 0 
North Carolina 542 521 451 30 21 0 0 19 
South Carolina 293 181 160 16 4 I 0 0 
Geor~ia 540 514 452 19 41 0 0 2 
Florida B07 670 529 56 6 70 0 9 
Kentllcky 125 143 129 J3 0 I 0 0 
'l'ennessee 336 261 236 13 10 2 0 0 
Alabama 257 252 251 0 0 0 0 1 
Mississippi 109 133 114 10 2 0 0 7 
Arkansas 106 114 103 11 0 0 0 0 
Louisiana 303 163 145 IS 2 0 I 0 
Oklahoma 247 21.9 20R 9 9 I 0 2 
'texas 1,221 1,127 963 161 I 0 I 0 

West 1,939 1,797 l,lQ3 295 R7 0 17 5 
'Montana 25 25 16 B 1 0 0 0 
Idaho 25 3~ 10 ~ 0 0 0 0 
Wyomin" 29 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 
r.olorado f>9 80 75 4 I 0 0 0 
New Uexico 45 55 23 25 I 0 6 0 
A:rizQna 219 181 140 25 14 0 2 0 
fltah 27 31 2S 3 5 0 0 0 
Nevada 100 54 42 6 0 0 6 0 
WilShington 190 167 104 28 32 0 0 3 
Oregon 100 12~ 74 23 23 0 0 0 
r,alifornia. 1,087 992 822 160 JO 0 0 0 
Alaska 9 34 26 1 0 0 3 2 
Hawaii 14 8 6 2 0 0 0 0 

NOTE: fiee Aopenciix II, Ouestionnaire, for c:~tegor:y dr.finl,tion-c; and Appenrlix III, 
Exnl<\natnrv notes, for StAte-hv-State variations from cicftnttlnns. 
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Releases 

Transfers 
Uncandi- Escapes nut on from other Number of 

Conditional tianal anti appeal juri"- Other prisoners 
Total releases releases AWOL's or bond dictions Death releases 12/31/81 

9,845 7,195 1.393 521 149 162 15 410 14,227 

720 407 160 11 5 I? 0 125 1,273 
9,125 6,788 1,233 510 144 150 15 28~ 12,954 

1,012 711 166 49 23 11 2 30 1,604 
6 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 20 
3 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 7 
6 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 9 

193 71 100 11 0 11 0 0 101 
11 7 2 0 2 0 0 0 8 

114 79 20 11 1 2 I 0 102 
310 278 19 3 9 1 0 0 769 
156 137 11 1 7 0 0 0 286 
213 128 11 22 4 17 1 30 302 

2,217 1,815 150 207 6 11 0 2B 2,874 
700 681 0 0 0 3 0 16 763 
178 153 24 1 0 0 0 0 268 
308 245 52 6 5 0 0 0 392 
492 302 16 166 0 8 0 0 630 
102 95 7 0 0 0 0 0 169 
66 50 12 4 0 0 0 0 56 
97 55 6 24 I 0 0 11 1O~ 

128 104 20 3 0 0 0 1 265 
1 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

17 12 5 0 0 0 0 0 24 
29 20 8 1 0 0 0 0 51 
99 97 0 2 0 0 0 0 145 

4.320 2,924 A26 151 11~ 96 II 197 6,316 
34 15 4 3 0 0 0 12 47 

253 170 2 16 55 10 0 0 304 
143 31 18 14 0 79 I 0 53 
230 205 10 3 0 1 1 10 315 

26 20 2 0 4 0 0 0 37 
491 396 60 22 11 0 2 0 572 

,~" 156 127 24 5 0 0 0 0 31B 
470 174 247 42 5 2 0 0 584 
515 295 175 8 36 0 1 0 962 
16R 165 1 0 2 0 0 0 100 
202 171 18 9 0 0 0 4 395 
221 117 20 2 1 0 1 60 2A8 
102 87 11 2 0 0 1 1 140 
90 83 5 0 0 0 0 2 130 

122 39 82 I 0 0 0 0 344 
201 94 81 24 I 0 1 0 275 
896 715 66 0 0 4 3 108 1.452 

1,576 1,33A 91 103 0 12 2 30 2,160 
26 21 2 3 0 0 0 0 24 
38 .32 5 0 0 0 0 I 25 
15 12 3 0 0 0 0 0 24 
68 59 5 3 0 I 0 0 Al 
52 30 19 3 0 0 0 0 4B 

164 127 R 21 0 8 0 0 236 
19 11 3 5 0 0 0 0 41 
68 44 24 0 0 0 0 0 86 

145 108 0 35 0 0 0 2 212 
117 94 5 18 0 0 0 0 103 
847 786 17 15 0 I 2 26 1,232 

14 12 0 0 0 2 0 0 29 
3 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 19 
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Table 15 (1981) 
Sentenced prisoners released conditionally or unconditionally 
from State and Federal jurisdiction, by detailed type of release 

conditional release Unconditional release 
Supervised Expiration 
mandatory of 

Region and State Total Parole Probntion release Other Total sentence Commutattoo Other. 

United States. total 124,415 81,894 ~,287 32,861 4,373 27,901 22,983 3,194 1,524 

Federal ins titutlons. totol 6,431 4,05 5 0 2,176 0 3,396 3,228 3 165 
State institutions. total 117,984 17 ,839 5,287 30,485 4,373 24,505 19,755 1,391 1,159 

Northeast 16,315 11,329 315 2,535 136 2,444 2,227 54 163 
Haine 102 19 83 0 0 247 247 0 0 
New Hampshire 167 167 0 0 0 31 4 0 27 
Vermont 305 120 180 0 5 24 21 0 3 
Mas sachuse tte 796 796 0 0 0 263 215 48 0 
Rhode Island 200 148 52 0 0 34 30 4 0 
Connecticut 1,522 1,191 0 0 131 793 791 2 0 
New York i ,536 5,001 0 2,535 0 590 590 0 0 
New Jersey 2,819 2,819 0 0 0 130 130 0 0 
Pennsylvania 2,868 2,868 0 0 0 332 199 0 133 

North Central 29,722 18,565 2,494 7,838 825 3,A41 3,236 61 544 
Ohio 8,518 6,503 1,463 0 552 53 22 0 31 
Indiana 2,789 519 344 1,6A3 243 210 66 0 144 
Illinois 6,199 866 0 5,333 0 1,171 1,115 43 13 
Michigan 4,754 4,754 0 0 0 377 377 0 0 
Wisconsin 1,741 929 13 778 21 125 85 0 40 
Hlnnesota 1,08R 1,088 0 0 0 148 101 0 47 
Iowa 835 607 228 0 0 308 297 0 11 
Missouri 1,554 1,552 0 0 2 956 680 18 258 
North Dakota 165 147 11 0 7 9 9 0 0 
South nakota 243 221 22 0 0 98 98 0 0 
Nebraska 303 303 0 0 0 386 386 0 0 
Kansas 1,533 1,076 413 44 0 0 0 0 0 

South 50,174 3A,515 1,862 7,200 2,597 16,527 12,725 3,255 547 
nelaw-are 367 231 0 136 0 77 S4 0 23 
Ilaryland 2,880 2,087 0 793 0 25 11 14 0 
District of Columbia 797 691 0 106 0 670 670 0 0 
Virginia 3,539 2,489 0 1,047 3 275 258 0 17 
lIest Virginia 406 300 79 0 27 73 68 0 5 
North Carolina 6,RQO 6,R90 0 0 0 1,123 1,323 0 0 
South Carolina 2,752 2,195 557 0 0 673 660 1 12 
Georgia 2,601 1,750 48 0 803 4,259 1,394 2,851 14 
Florida 5,735 3,855 614 984 282 3,019 2,633 5 381 
Kentuclty 2,586 2,026 310 250 0 33 30 0 3 
Tennessee 2,881 2,305 0 357 219 413 394 8 11 
Alabama 1,832 1,512 78 0 242 540 536 1 3 
His.issippi 1,707 940 138 0 629 349 320 0 29 
Arkansas 1,780 1,454 0 0 326 254 253 1 0 
Louisiana 707 705 2 0 0 1,683 1,634 1 48 
Oklahoma 1,013 1,013 0 0 0 1,126 753 373 0 
Texas 11,701 8,072 36 3,527 66 1,735 1,734 0 1 

lIest 21,773 7,430 616 12,912 815 1,693 1,567 21 105 
Hontana 361 288 58 2 13 57 57 0 0 
Idaho 498 203 295 0 0 87 85 0 2 
lIyoming 189 169 19 0 1 56 33 19 4 
Colorado 1,298 1,184 114 0 0 227 198 0 29 
New Hexico 705 502 0 0 203 350 350 0 0 
Arizona 1,832 805 97 332 598 34 34 0 0 
Utah 433 433 0 '0 0 23 6 0 17 
Nevada 613 613 0 n 0 239 238 n 1 
t~ashin~ton 1,400 1,400 0 0 0 7 3 1 3 
Oreqon 1,722 1,722 0 0 0 lAl 180 1 0 
California 12,366 0 0 12,366 0 415 366 0 49 
Alaska 270 58 0 212 0 0 0 0 0 
Hawaii 86 53 33 0 0 17 17 0 0 

NOTE: See Appendi1C II, Ouestlonnalre, for category definition.1I and Appen~ix III, 
Explanator~ notes, for State-hv-State variations from definitions. 
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Table 16 (1981) 
Sentenced male prisoners released conditionally or unconditionally 
from State and Federal jurisdiction, by detailed type of release 

Conditional release Unconditional release 
SUDcrv19cd Expiration 
manrlatory of 

!legion and State Total Parole Probation release Other Total sentence Commutation Other 

United Stutes, total 117,220 77,169 4,770 31,181 4,100 26,508 21,930 3,150 1,428 

Federal institutions, total 6,024 3,743 0 2,281 0 3,236 3,088 2 146 
State instll:utlons. total 111,196 73,426 4,770 28,900 4,100 23,272 18,842 3,148 1,282 

Northeast 15,60/, 12,702 307 2,480 115 2,278 2,075 44 159 
Iiaine 98 18 80 0 0 245 245 0 0 
New Hampshire 165 165 0 0 0 31 4 0 27 
Vermont 300 119 176 0 5 23 20 0 3 
Hassachusetts 725 725 0 0 0 163 125 38 0 
!lhode 1. land 193 142 51 n 0 32 28 4 0 
Connecticut 1,443 1,333 0 0 110 773 771 2 0 
New York 7,258 4,778 0 2,480 0 571 571 0 0 
New Jersey 2,682 2,~R2 0 0 0 119 119 0 0 
Pennsyl vania 2,740 2,740 0 0 0 321 192 0 129 

North Centrd 27,907 17 ,~59 2,196 7,517 735 3,691 3,135 1,3 51J 
Ohio 7,837 6,100 1,262 0 475 53 22 0 31 
Indiana 2,636 506 302 1,596 232 186 62 0 124 
Illinois 5,954 825 0 5,129 0 1,119 1,063 43 13 
MiehigRn 4,452 4,452 0 0 0 361 361 0 0 
Wiseoooin 1,646 867 10 748 21 118 85 0 33 
Minnesota 1,038 1,038 0 0 0 136 93 0 43 
Iowa 780 568 212 0 0 302 291 0 11 
Missouri 1,450 1,450 0 0 0 936 678 0 258 
North Dakota 164 146 11 0 7 9 9 0 0 
South nakota 211 210 21 0 0 93 93 0 0 
Nebraska 283 283 0 0 0 378 378 0 ° Kansas 1,436 1,014 378 44 0 0 0 0 0 

South 47,250 36,244 1,702 6,829 2,475 15,701 12,144 3,040 517 
Delaware 352 217 0 135 0 73 54 0 19 
Maryland 2,710 1,971 0 739 0 23 11 12 0 
lJistriet of Columbia 766 662 0 104 0 652 652 0 0 
Vir~inia 3,334 2,132 0 999 3 265 248 0 17 
lies t Virginia 386 280 79 0 27 71 66 0 5 
North Carolina 6,494 6,494 0 0 0 1,263 1,263 0 0 
South Carolina 2,625 2,091 534 0 0 649 638 I 10 
Georgia 2,427 1,615 39 0 773 4,012 1,343 2,657 12 
Florida 5,440 3,667 552 951 270 2,844 2,477 4 363 
Kentucky 2,421 1,913 265 243 0 32 29 0 3 
Tennessee 2,710 2,136 0 356 218 395 379 8 11 
Alabama 1,695 1,395 71 0 229 520 517 I 2 
Mississippi 1,620 909 126 0 585 338 312 0 26 
Arkansas 1,697 1,393 0 0 304 249 248 1 0 
Louisiana 668 666 2 0 0 1,601 1,552 1 48 
Oklahoma 919 919 0 0 0 1,045 690 355 0 
Texas 10,986 7,584 34 3,302 66 1,669 1,668 0 1 

West 20,435 7,021 565 12,074 775 1,602 1,488 21 93 
Hontana 340 275 55 0 10 55 55 0 0 
Idaho 466 195 271 0 0 82 80 0 2 
lIyoming 177 158 19 0 0 53 30 19 4 
Colorado 1,239 1,131 106 0 0 222 196 0 26 
New Mexico 675 478 0 0 197 331 331 0 0 
Arizona 1,705 761 82 294 568 26 26 0 0 
IItah 422 422 0 0 0 20 6 0 14 
Nevada 569 569 0 0 n 215 215 n 0 
lIashington 1,292 1,292 0 0 0 7 3 I 3 
Oregon 1,628 1,628 0 0 0 176 175 1 0 
California 11,580 0 0 II ,580 0 398 354 0 44 
Alaska 258 58 0 200 0 0 0 n 0 
Hawaii 84 52 32 0 0 17 17 0 0 

NOTF.: See Appendix II, Ouest ionnaire, fnr category <leHnltions and Append!x Ill, 
F.xplanatory n.,t~l4, for Statp.-bv-St;1te variAtions from definitions. 
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Table 17 (1981) 
Sentenced female prisoners released conditionally or unconditionally 
from State and Federal jurisdiction, by detailed type of release 

Conditional -release Unconditional release 
Supervised Exuiration 
mandatory of 

Region and State Total Parole Probation release Other Total sentence Commutation Other 

United Scates t total 7,195 4,725 517 1,680 273 1,393 1,053 244 96 

Federal institutions t total 407 312 0 95 a 160 140 1 19 
State institutions, total 6,788 4,413 517 1,585 273 1,233 913 243 77 

Northeast 711 627 R 55 21 166 152 10 4 
fiaine 4 1 3 0 0 2 2 0 0 
New Hampshire 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
vermont 5 1 4 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Massachusetts 71 71 0 0 0 100 90 10 0 
Rhode Island 7 6 1 0 0 2 2 0 0 
Conn~cticut 79 5a 0 0 21 20 20 0 0 
New York 278 223 0 55 0 19 19 0 0 
New Jersey 117 137 0 0 0 11 II 0 0 
Pennsylvania 128 128 0 0 0 11 7 0 4 

North Central l,~15 1,106 298 321 90 150 101 18 31 
Ohio 681 403 201 0 77 0 0 0 0 
Indiana 153 11 42 87 11 24 4 0 20 
Illinois 245 41 0 204 0 52 52 0 0 
liichi~an 302 302 0 0 0 16 16 0 0 
Wisconsin 95 62 3 30 0 7 0 0 7 
Minnesota 50 50 0 0 0 12 8 0 4 
Iowa 55 39 16 0 0 6 6 0 0 
Missouri 104 102 0 0 2 20 2 18 0 
North Dakota 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
SOllth Oakota 12 11 1 0 0 5 5 0 0 
Nebraska 20 20 0 0 0 8 a 0 0 
Kansas 97 62 35 0 0 0 0 0 0 

South ?,924 2,271 160 371 122 R26 581 215 10 
Delaware 15 14 0 I 0 4 0 0 4 
Maryland 170 116 0 54 0 2 0 2 0 
Dis trict of Columbia 31 29 0 2 0 18 18 0 0 
Vir~inia 2115 157 0 48 0 10 10 0 0 
Wes t Virginia ZO 20 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 
North Carolina 396 396 I) I) I) 60 60 0 0 
South Carolina 127 104 23 0 0 24 22 n 2 
c;eorgia 174 135 9 0 30 247 51 194 2 
Florida 295 188 62 33 12 175 156 I 18 
Kentucky 165 113 45 7 0 1 1 0 0 
Tenn~Bsee 171 169 0 1 1 18 18 I) 0 
Alabama 117 117 7 0 13 20 19 0 t 
>lississippi 87 31 12 I) 44 11 8 I) 3 
Arltnnsas R3 61 I) I) 22 5 5 0 0 
Louisiana 39 39 0 0 0 82 82 0 0 
Oklahoma q4 94 0 I) 0 81 63 18 I) 
Texas 715 488 2 225 0 66 66 0 0 

West 1.138 409 51 a3a 40 91 7q I) 12 
"1ontana 21 13 3 ? 1 2 2 0 I) 
Irlaho 32 R 24 Il 0 5 5 0 I) 
tlyomi"g 12 11 0 I) 1 1 3 0 n 
Colorado 59 51 a n I) 5 2 Il 3 
N'ew Me~dco 30 24 0 0 6 19 19 0 n 
Arizona 127 44 15 18 )0 R R 0 n 
Utah 11 II 0 I) 0 ) 0 I) 3 
Nevada 44 44 0 0 I) 24 23 n 1 
WashtnRton 108 108 I) I) 0 0 I) 0 0 
OreA:on 94 94 I) 0 I) 5 5 0 0 
California 786 0 0 786 I) 17 12 0 5 
Alas,<a 11 0 0 12 0 0 n 0 0 
Hawaii 2 1 1 0 I) 0 0 I) 0 

---------------------------- ------
NOTE: flee ApPf!ndlX II, Ouesttnnnatre, for categl)C'V definitions anrt ApPl,lnriix 111. 

tx:plR.llatory note$, for State-by-State variations front rleft'litionq. 
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Table 18 (1981) 
Sentenced prisoners admitted to State and Federal jurisdiction 
for violation of parole or other conditional release, 
by whether new sentence imposed and sex 

'Parole violators I1thet conditional release violators 
New sentence No new sentence NeW' sentence No neW sentence 

lle~ion and State Total Total lIale Female Ifole Femllle Total Hale Female ~Fem.'ie 

United States, total 35,674 26.565 11,969 430 13,597 569 9,109 3,150 lSI 5,640 168 

Federal institutiona, totel 1,709 1,492 27 2 1,161 102 217 a a 211 6 
::;tate institutions t total 33,965 25,073 11,942 428 12,236 467 8,892 3,150 151 S ,429 162 

Northeast 6,537 4,;'23 I,A30 41 2,728 124 1,814 1,129 20 649 16 
Haine 34 33 20 0 13 0 1 1 a 0 0 
hell Hampshire 26 26 0 0 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 78 68 58 0 10 a 10 10 0 0 0 
Massachusetts 31,9 349 0 0 335 14 0 0 0 a 0 
Rhode Island 56 33 14 a 19 a 23 7 0 16 0 
Connecticut 1,052 162 0 0 157 5 890 719 15 151 5 
lIell York 3,058 2,168 847 14 1,255 52 890 392 5 482 11 
f'few Jersey 847 847 263 4 540 40 a 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 1,037 1,037 ~?Jl 23 373 13 0 0 0 a 0 

North Central 9,418 4,7.53 2,434 94 2,150 75 I, ,665 427 3S 4,091 112 
Ohio 2,013 1,786 1,357 55 362 12 227 a 0 205 22 
Indiana 216 0 0 0 0 0 216 216 0 0 0 
Illinois 4,067 406 11 2 393 0 3,661 31 24 3,542 64 
Michigan 1,152 1,152 634 23 471 24 0 0 0 0 0 
Wisconsin 377 147 45 I 96 5 230 88 0 139 J 
Hinne90ta 435 415 175 1 253 6 0 0 0 a 0 
Iowa 160 102 38 j 50 11 58 23 0 34 1 
l1issouri 411 161 0 0 353 8 50 0 0 50 0 
North Ilakot. 27 22 0 0 22 0 5 0 0 5 0 
South 1)akot. 47 39 1 0 36 2 8 I) 0 7 1 
Nebraska 65 65 12 I 49 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 448 218 161 8 65 4 210 69 11 109 21 

South 11,081 9.2~1 5,219 198 3,7.51 111 1,800 1,408 17 307 8 
Delaware 25 25 3 0 21 I 0 0 0 C 0 
Haryland 421 423 0 0 412 11 0 0 0 0 0 
District of Columbia 288 223 181 6 30 0 65 58 0 7 0 
Vir~inia 685 538 24& 9 274 11 147 143 4 0 0 
West Virginia S5 53 5 0 47 I 2 0 0 2 0 
North Carolina 965 965 935 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Carolina 728 466 132 1 328 5 262 174 7 78 3 
Georgi. 658 658 639 19 0 0 I) 0 0 0 0 
Plorida 2,159 1,935 746 18 1,140 31 224 89 4 128 3 
Kentucky 761 701 240 1 449 11 60 29 I) 10 I 
Tennessee 423 397 0 0 384 13 26 0 0 26 0 
Alabama 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hississippi 385 297 198 2 92 5 88 49 2 36 1 
Arkansas 457 457 0 0 446 11 0 0 0 0 0 
Louisiana 154 154 35 5 104 10 0 0 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 133 11' 102 6 22 3 0 0 I) 0 0 
Texas 2,780 1,854 1,753 101 a 0 926 866 60 0 0 

West 6,929 6,116 2,4~9 95 3,607 155 611 IA6 19 382 26 
Montana 104 89 0 I 85 3 15 0 4 11 0 
Idaho 136 72 13 0 57 2 64 28 6 30 0 
Wyoming 14 14 6 0 8 I) 0 0 0 0 0 
Colorado 204 183 50 2 110 I 21 5 I) 15 1 
New Hex-ico 401 221 6 0 206 9 180 46 4 118 12 
ArizonA 49R IR1 94 6 80 3 31 $ 107 5 192 11 
IItah 160 160 66 3 91 0 0 0 0 0 I) 

Nevada 196 Iq6 34 I 156 5 0 0 I) 0 I) 

Washington 734 734 278 13 428 15 0 0 0 0 0 
Ore'ton ~16 516 148 A 345 15 0 0 11 0 0 
r.alifornia 1,885 3,885 1,714 58 2,011 102 0 0 0 0 I) 

Alaska 1,3 41 40 3 n I) 0 0 0 0 0 
Hall.ii 38 20 10 0 10 0 18 I) I) 16 2 

----------- .---------
NOTE, See AppenHx II, nuestionnaire, for category definitions and Ap(l<!ndi)( III, 

Explanatorv notciI;, for State-bv-C;tflte variations from rl~f1n1tionR. 
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Table 19 (1981) 
Death among sentenced prisoners under State and Federai 
jurisdiction, by cause of death and sex 

.""-

tiln ••• 01' Aeel.dehtlll Caused 
1'ot.1 Exeoution natural C:8use SiliCide. .elf~inlur" hI another Noe known . 

Rellion lind State Total Hale FeMl. Hal. FemAle lillIe Fenlal. Hale FemaU HnIe Femill. Hale Female Hol. Femlli. 

United States. totsl 791 776 15 0 366 75 23 104 0 207 5 

Federal institution., totlli 5~ SA 0 0 0 36 0 9 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 
State inad tutiOM, totsl 733 718 15 I 0 330 8 66 I 23 1 91 0 207 5 

lIortheagt 103 101 2 0 0 31 1 12 0 I 0 10 0 47 1 
Maine 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 
Ne ... Hampshire I 1 0 0 0 (\ 0 1 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Has.achusetts 6 6 0 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 0 I 0 0 n 
Rhode tsland 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 () 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 20 1<) I 0 0 I 0 2 0 1 0 8 () 7 1 
Ne ... York 39 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 0 
New Jersey 7 7 () 0 0 5 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Pennsylvariirt 26 25 1 0 0 22 1 3 0 0 Q 0 () 0 0 

North Central 146 146 0 1 0 67 0 16 0 3 0 11 0 4A 0 
Ohio 29 29 0 0 0 19 0 8 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
tndiana 22 22 0 1 0 18 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 
ll11noiS 7 7 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hiohigan 51 51 n 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 3 0 41 0 
lIisconsin 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 
HinnMota I I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Iowa 5 5 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 
Missouri 16 16 0 0 J 16 0 0 0 /) 0 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota I 1 0 0 a 1 0 j) 0 0 0 a 0 a 0 
South aakoto 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 a 
Nebraska 1 1 0 (J 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 n 0 
KansaS 6 6 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 

South 35'\ 142 11 0 0 110 5 18 1 15 I 33 0 106 4 
Delawllre 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 " 
Haryland 27 27 0 0 0 18 0 5 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 
nis tdct of Columbia 16 15 1 0 0 12 0 0 0 I I 2 0 a 0 
Vir!!ini. 45 44 I 0 0 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 1 
lIest 1/irginia 4 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 a a 0 0 n 0 
lIorth Carolina 2A 26 t 0 0 19 2 2 0 2 0 j 0 0 0 
South Carolina 19 19 0 0 0 9 0 3 0 3 0 4 0 0 0 
GeorRi" IS 15 0 0 0 10 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 
Florid. 39 38 I 0 0 29 0 3 1 2 0 4 0 0 0 
Kentucky R 8 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 a 0 
Tennessee 16 16 0 0 0 7 0 2 a 2 a 4 0 I 0 
Alabama 11 12 1 0 0 12 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
lIisds. ippi 5 4 1 0 0 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
At'kanSRS 9 9 0 0 0 t 0 0 a 3 0 2 0 2 il 
l.ouisiana 14 14 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 (J 0 
Oklahoma R 7 I 0 0 :I 1 0 0 1 0 3 0 IJ 0 
tc.xas 86 83 3 0 0 0 0 a a 0 0 0 0 83 3 

lIest 111 129 2 IJ n 62 2 20 0 4 n 31 IJ 6 0 
t(ontana 2 :I a 0 a 2 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 a 0 
Idaho 1 3 0 a 0 0 n 0 0 0 a 0 0 3 0 
\/yomin!! 3 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Coldrono \0 10 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 
New Mexic.o 10 10 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 n 0 
Arizona 6 6 n n 0 :I 0 1 () () a 2 a 0 0 
fltah 5 S 0 a 0 :I 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Nevada 4 4 () 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 n n 
lIashington IR 18 IJ 0 0 a 0 3 0 3 0 4 0 0 IJ 
Orep;on lq IIi 0 0 f\ II! 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
California ,1 49 2 0 0 21 2 12 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 
AlASka I 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 n 0 0 0 
Hawaii 0 0 0 0 n 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

-------
NOTF.; Sec Appendix tI, nues~ionnaite, for CI,tcgory definttion." and Apncnrltx III, 

F,xplAnatorv notes t for St8ta-hv-~tate Vllr1nt!ons from definitions. 
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Special table 
Prisoners in custody of State and 
Federal correctional authorities, 
yearend 1980-81, by sentence length 

Haximum sentence length 
Year ;r less7unsentenced 

Total Hore than a xear Total Year or less Unsentenced 
Percent Percent Percent 

Region and State 12/31/81 12/31/80 chan~e 12/31/Bl 12/31/80 change 12/31/81 12/31/80 change 12/31/81 12/31/80 12/31/81 12/31/BO 

United States, total 359,781 319,598 12.6 344,456 304,692 13.1 15,325 14,906 2.B 7,2AO 7,991 8,045 6,915 

Federal institutions. total 2~, 778 23,779 12.6 21,311 19,025 12.0 5,467 4,754 15.0 2,258 2,019 3,209 2,735 
State institutions, total 333,003 295,819 12.6 323,145 285,667 13.1 9,85B 10,152 -2.9 5,022 5,972 1,,836 4,180 

Northeast 53,523 45,642 17 .3 50,365 42,59B 18.2 3,15B 3,044 3.7 1,161 1,251 1,997 1,793 
I rfaine 802 653 22.8 667 541 23.3 135 112 20.5 135 112 a 0 
~ Ne" Jlampshire 364 313 16.3 351 299 17.4 13 14 -7.1 a I 13 13 

~ 
Vermont 503 46B 7.5 361 326 10.7 142 142 0.0 52 78 90 64 
Massachusetts 3,911 3,080 27.0 3,791 3,032 25.0 120 48 150.0 98 35 22 13 
Rhode Island 969 803 20,7 688 601 14.5 281 202 39 .. 1 93 74 18~ 128 
Connecticut 4,531 4,259 6.4 2,770 2,46 9 12.2 1,761 1,790 -1.6 559 572 1,202 1,218 

~ 
New York 26,021 21,942 18.6 25,599 21,639 18.3 422 303 39.3 0 a 422 303 
lie" Jersey 6,996 5,881 19.0 6,846 5,561 21.1 150 320 -53.1 150 320 0 a 
Pennsylvania 9,426 8,243 14.4 9,292 8,130 14.3 134 113 18.6 74 59 60 54 

North Central 72 ,147 65,212 10.6 71,1 'i2 63,536 12.0 995 1,676 -40.6 864 1,576 131 100 
Ohio 14,796 13,138 12.6 14,796 13,138 12.6 a 0 a 0 0 0 
Indiana 8,054 6,709 20.0 7,559 6,281 20.3 495 428 15.7 463 402 32 26 
Illinois 13,304 11,497 15.7 13,094 10,451 25.3 210 1,046 -79.9 210 1,046 a 0 
Hichigcn 15,157 15,124 0.2 15,157 15,124 0.2 0 0 • a 0 0 a 
1I1sconsin 4,249 3,788 12.2 4,249 3,788 12.2 0 a • 0 0 a 0 
Minnesota 1,909 1,884 1.3 1,909 1,~84 1.3 0 0 • a a 0 0 
Iowa 2,670 2,479 7.7 2,554 2,435 4.9 116 44 163.6 77 2 39 42 
Missouri 6,489 5,726 13.) 6,489 5,726 13.3 n 0 0 0 a a 
North Dakota 300 332 -9.6 238 264 -9.8 62 68 -8.8 62 68 0 0 
South nakot. 696 651 6.9 665 625 6.4 31 26 19.2 31 26 0 0 
';ebraska 1,708 1,430 19.4 1,642 1,389 18.2 66 41 61.0 21 32 45 9 
Kansas 2,815 2,454 14.7 2,800 2,431 15.2 15 23 -34.8 a 0 15 23 

South 153,173 139,489 9.R 149,746 136"lOB 10.0 3,427 3,3BI 1.4 2,686 2,917 741 464 
Delaware 1,388 1,339 3.7 984 967 1.8 404 372 B.6 125 162 279 210 
Marvland 9,264 7,454. 24.1 9,2M 7,454 24.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
District of Columbia 3,479 3,145 10.5 2,932 2,719 7.B 547 426 28.4 443 325 104 101 
V:lr~inia 8,514 8,357 1.9 8,460 B,231 2.8 54 126 -57.1 54 126 0 0 
lIe.~ Virginia 1,565 1,257 24.5 1,565 1,257 24.5 0 0 * 0 a a 0 
North Carolina 1.5,786 15,615 1.1 14,754 14,456 2.1 1,032 1,159 -11.0 937 1,057 95 102 
SGuth Carolina 7,672 7,089 8.2 7,185 6,6B3 1.5 487 406 20.0 459 362 2B 44 
Geor)!ia 12,444 12,17R 2.2 12,177 11,922 3.R 67 256 13.8 67 256 a 0 
Florida 23,277 20,457 13.8 22,898 19,945 14.B 379 512 -26.0 379 512 ~ 0 
Kentucky 4,167 3,5R8 16.1 4,167 3,5B8 16.1 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 
Tennessee 7,681 6,851 12.1 7,678 6,844 12.2 3 7 -57.1 0 0 3 7 
Alahaml1 6,185 4,551 35.9 5,827 4,489 29.8 358 62 477.4 126 62 232 0 
llississippi 3,477 2,745 26.7 3,412 2,690 26.8 65 55 18.2 65 55 0 0 
ArkanSAS 3,245 2,R05 15.7 3,214 2,805 14.6 31 0 • 31 0 0 0 
Louisiana 8,577 7,622 12.5 8,577 7,622 12.5 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 4,950 4,544 8.9 4,950 4,544 8.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Texas 31,502 29,892 5.1, 31,502 29,892 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

lIest 54,160 45,476 19.1 51,882 43,425 19.5 2,278 2,051 11.1 31J 228 1,967 I,R23 
Montana 737 698 5.6 734 691 6.2 3 7 -57.1 3 I 0 6 
Idaho 924 6RO 35.9 90~ 672 34.4 21 R 162.5 0 0 21 8 
lIyoming 610 490 24.5 610 490 24.5 a 0 0 a 0 0 
Colorado 2,745 2,~I~ 4.9 2,743 2,596 5.7 2 20 -90.0 2 20 0 0 
New Mexico 1,443 976 47.8 1,305 925 41.1 138 51 170.5 13R 51 0 0 
Arizona 4,Rfl7 3,612 31.1 4,780 3,597 32.9 27 15 80.·1 24 12 3 3 
Utah 1,099 965 13.9 1,051 916 14.7 48 49 -2.0 14 4 34 45 
Nevada 2,141 I,R13 16.R 2,1)7 5 1,815 14.1 66 18 266.7 0 0 66 lR 
lIashinltton 5,294 4,142 21.9 5,294 4,339 22.0 0 3 -100.0 0 0 0 3 
OreRon ',287 3,21R 2.1 3,2.~4 3,195 2.R 3 23 -R7.0 J 5 0 lri 
Callfornla 29,202 24,569 lR.9 27,913 21,264 20.0 1,289 1,305 -1.2 a 0 1,289 1,305 
Alaska R19 612 32.R 510 381 31.9 129 251 31.1 62 47 267 204 
Ha"aii 1,032 845 22.1 680 544 25.0 352 301 16.9 65 88 287 213 

----- -------------
NOT?: See Appenrtix II. OIJestinnnaire. for c;J.te~orY rlefinitions and Appendix II, 

F.xpl:tnatnry ooteR, fnr StatP.-bv-StntP" "art"t1on.~ froll1 rlpflnitfolls. 
*r/ot definable. 
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Appendix 1/ 

Data collection method and questionnaire 
ltP 

Data in this report are based on yearend 
1980 and 1981 inmate counts and on enu
merations of prisoner transactions during 
1981. Historical data are taken from earlier 
studies in the series. Data on race were 
provided by all jurisdictions and mortality 
figures by the vast majority. Data on His
panic origin were available for about 80% 
of all inmates, yielding useful, if incom
plete, findings. Data differentiating 
A WOLs from escapees and parole violators 
with new sentences from those without 
new sentences were slightly improved over 
last year, but they are still insufficient to 
develop analytical findings. 

As in past years, a standard questionnaire 
was used to collect data on prisoners from 
State authorities and the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. The questionnaire (NPS-l, Sum
mary of Sentenced Population Move
ment-1981) is shown on the following 
pages. The cutoff date for receipt of infor
mation was March 16, 1982. 

&#; 

In each jurisdiction, the questionnaire was 
completed by a central agency reporting for 
institutions within the correctional system. 
The Bureau of Prisons supplied data on 
Federal institutions. Because the data were 
derived from a complete enumeration 
rather than a survey, they are not affected 
by sampling error. 

Response errors were held to a minimum 
by a systematic telephone followup and, 
where necessary, other control procedures. 
Thus, the yearend counts generally are 
considered reliable. Because of the absence 
of standard administrative and recordkeep
ing practices among the States, detailed in 
Appendix III, data on admissions and de
partures are not always entirely comparable 
across jurisdictions. Standard NPS defini
tions are given in the questionnaire, and 
differences from these definitions observed 
in individual State responses arc noted in 
Appendix III. 
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REPORT PERIOD COVERED: January 1, 1981 through December 31, 1981 Form Approved: O.M.B. No. 43-R0590 

FORM NPS-1 
(7-24·S1) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

ACTING AS COLLECTING AGENT FOR THE 
BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

SUMMARY OF 

SENTENCED POPULATION MOVEMENT 

NATIONAL PRISONER STATISTICS 

1981 

RETURN .) BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
COMPLETED ATTN: Demographic Surveys Oiv. 
FORM TO Washington, D.C. 20233 

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

NOTICE - These data are being collectod in accordance with the 
1973 Crime Control Act. 

(Please correct any error in name and address including ZIP code) 

The Bureau of the Census has been requested by the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), 
formerly LEAA, to collect data annually on inmates of State prisons. The program, 
authorized by title 42, United States Code, section 3763, is designed to collect 
summary data on movements into and out of each system's jurisdiction by adults or 
youthful offenders whose maximum sentences are greater than 1 year. 

The report period covers January 1, 1981, through December 31, 1981. Please 
complete and return the report by March 16, 1982, to expedite timely publication of the 
data. 

Historically, a major drawback of all national correctional studies has been their inability 
to provide researchers with comparable data for States due to differing definitions and 
reporting procedures. Your efforts in using our definitions when completing this form 
will greatly help in overcoming this deficiency. Where this is not possible, please let us 
know the specific differences so that we can inform data users. 

The figures posted in "1980" columns were transcribed from the NPS~ 1 report 
submitted last year. 

Should you have any questions regarding the completion of this voluntary report, 
please call collect for assistance on (301) 763-5082. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL B. LEVINE 

PLEASE READ IlYSTRUrTIONS OIY PAGES 5 AND 6 BEFORE COMP!.ETIItIG THIS FORM 
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SUMMARY OIF SENTENCED POPULATION MOVEMlENT - 1981 

INMATES WITH OVER 1 YEAR MAXIMUM SENTENCE 

Item description MALE FEMALE 

1980 1981 1980 1981 

1 . Jurisdiction population on January ~ 

2. Admissions 

ell. New court commitments 

b. Parole violators with new sentences 

c. Other conditional release violators 
with new sentences 

d. Parole violators only, no new sentences 

e. Other conditional release violators only, 
no new sentences 

f. Transfers from other jurisdictions 

g. AWOL returns, with or without new 
sentences 

h. Escapee returns, with or without new 
sentences 

~ Returns from appeal/bond 

j. Other admissions (Specify on page 4) ~ 

k. TOTAL ADMISSIONS (Sum of lines 2a-jJ ......J> 

3. Total inmates handled (Sum of line 1 and line 2kJ >-
4. Releases Uncondi1lional 

ell. Expirations of sentence 

b. Commutations 

c. Other unconditional releases 
(Specify on page 4) 

Conditional 

d. Probations 

e. Supervised mandatory releases 

f. Paroles 
.. 

g. Other conditional releases 
(Specify on page 4) 

PLEASE fCOMTlruUIE oru PAGE 3 
FORM NPS-1 (7·24-81) Page 2 
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SUMMARY OF SENTENCED POPULATION MOVEMENT - 1981 (Continued) 

INMATES WITH OVER 1 YEAR MAXIMUM SENTENCE 
Item description MALle FE MALle 

1980 1981 1980 1981 

4. Releases Death 
(Continued) h. Executions 

I. Illnesses/natural causes 

j. Suicides 

k. Accidental injury to self 

I. Death caused by another person 

m. Other deaths (Specify on page 4) 

Othor 
n. AWOLS 

o. Escapes from confinement 

p. Transfers to other jurisdictions 

q. Releases to appeal/bond 

r. Other releases 
(Specify on page 4) 

s. TOT AI.. RELEASES (Sum of lines 4a-r) ~ 

JURISDICTION 
Item description MALlE FEMALE 

1980 1981 1980 1981 

5. Jurisdiction s. Inmates with over 1 year maximum sentence 
population (Line 3 minus 4s) ~ 
December 31 

b. Inmates with a year 011' less ONone ONone DNone ONone 

maximum sentence ~ 

c. Unsentenced inmates (EnumeratOJ only ONone ONone ONone ONone 
those in the State's correctional jurisdiction. 
Othenllise, report in 5c.) l>-

d. TOTAL inmate population 
(Sum of lines 5a, b, and c) ~ 

CUSTODY 
Item description MALE FEMALE 

1980 1981 1980 1981 

6. Custody s. Inmates with over 'I yeaII' 
population maximum sentence l>-
December 31 b. Inmates with iii year or less ONone ONone ONone o None 

maximum sentence ~ 

ONone ONone o None o None 
c. Unsentenced inmates >-
d. TOTAL inmate population 

(Sum of lines 5a, b, and c) l>-

PLEASE COlU7r6NUE OIY PAGE 4 
FORM NPS-1 (7-24-81) Page 3 
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SUMMARY OIF SENTENCED POPULATION MOVEMENT - 1981 (Continued) 

OVERCROWDING 
Item description MALE FEMALE 

1980 1981 1980 1981 

7. Over- Number of States inmates housed in local ONone ONone ONone o None 
crowding jails solelv to ease overcrowding on 
Dec.l'! December 31 P-

Are these inmates included in line 5d 
jurisdiction total? 

DYes ONo o Not applicable 

Item description RACIAL COMPOSITION 
Of those enumerated in line 5d - "Total inmate 

MALlE FEMALE population - j:!risdiction population December 31 " -
Please specify race counts 1980 1981 1980 1981 

8. Racial 
compo- a. TOTAL (Transcribe from 5d} l> 
silion 

~ 

Dec. 31 b. Race 
(1) White 

(2) Black 

(3) American Indian or 
Alaskan Native 

(4) Asian or Pacific Islander 

(5) Other (Specify below) 

(6) Not known 

Item description ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
Of those enumerated in line 5d - "Total inmate 

MALE FEMALE population - jurisdiction population December 31" -
Please specify ethnic counts 1980 1981 1980 1981 

9. Ethnic 
compo- a. Hispanic 
sition 
Dec.l1 b. Not hispanic 

c. Not known 

NOTIES 

10. Report Name and title Telephone Date completed 
submitted Area code Number Extension 
bV~ 

FORM NPS-1 (7-24-81) Page 4 
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9 NSTIlUllCTDONS 

COVERAGE 
In this report, you are asked to report populations 
and movements of all inmates sentenced to a 
maximum of at least one year and one day and 
admitted to or released from the jurisdiction of the 
State prison system, even though they may be 
housed in another State or in a Federal institution or 
in a county facility. For example, you should report 
the admission or release of prisoners sentenced for 
offenses in your State but who were housed in 
another State for safekeeping or the admission or 
release of women sentenced for offenses in your 
State but housed in another State because your 
State does not operate a female facility. You should 
not report the admission or release of inmates your 
State was merely housing for other States. 

SPECIAL NOTE - Include the populations, 
admissions, and releases of State inmates held in 
local jails as a direct result of overcrowding in State 
facilities only if your State considers these inmates 
under State jurisdiction while they serve in local 
jails. 

ADMISSIONS 
a. New court commitments - Include all 

inmates who were admitted with all new 
sentences, that is, these inmates were not 
readmitted for any sentences. This category 
includes probation violators entering prison for 
the first time on the probated offenses. Do not 
include parole violators with new sentences as 
new court commitments. 

b. Parole violators with new sentences - In
clude all parolees returned with new sentences. 

c. Other conditional release violators with new 
sentences - Include all conditional releases 
(other than parole) returned with new 
sentences, for example, returns from shock 
probations, from supervised mandatory release, 
etc. 

d. Parole violators only, no new sentences -
Include all parolees returned only for formal 
revocations of parole which were not accom
panied by new sentences. If the parole was not 
formally revoked, that is, the parolee was held 
only temporarily pending a hearing, no admis
sion occurred for NPS purposes. 

e. Other conditional release violators only, no 
new sentences - As for 2d, substituting 
conditional release violator for parole violator. 

f. Transfers frow.l other jllJrisdictions - Include 
all inmates transferred to this State's jurisdiction 
to continue sentences already in force. Do not 
report the admission if your State does not 
acquire jurisdiction. Do not report movements 
from prison to prison within your State. 

FORM NPS-117-24-81) Page 5 
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ADMISSIONS - Continued 
g. AWOL returns, with or without sentences -

Include all returns from AWOL, that is, failures 
to return from authorized temporary absences 
such as work furlough, study release, mercy 
furlough, or other authorized temporary 
absence. 

h. Escapee returns, with Oil' without new 
sentences - Include all returns from escape, 
that is, unlawful departures from a State 
correctional facility or from the custody of State 
correctional personnel. 

i. Returns from appeal/bond - Include all 
inmates reinstated to correctional jurisdiction 
from long-term jurisdictional absences on appeal 
or bond. Do not report returns from short-term 
movements (that is, less than 30 days) to court 
(that is, whers the State retains jurisdiction). 

j. Other admissions - Include all other admis
sions not covered by the above categories. 
Please specify the nature of these admissions in 
the "Notes" section on page 4. 

RELEASES 
Unconditional - An unconditional release occurs 
only if the released inmate cannot be reimprisoned 
for any sentence for which he was in prison. 

a. Expirations of sentence - Include all inmates 
whose maximum court sentences minus credits 
have been served. 

b. Commutations - Include all inmates whose 
maximum sentences have been changed 
(lowered) to time served to allow immediate 
unconditional release. 

c. Other unconditional releases - Include all 
other unconditional releases not covered by the 
above categories. Please specify the nature of 
these releases in the "Notes" section on page 4. 

Conditional - A conditional release occurs if the 
released inmate, upon violating the conditions of his 
release, can be imprisoned again for any of the 
sentences for which he was in prison. 

d. Probations - Include all inmates who have 
been placed under probation supervision and 
conditionally released. Include all shock proba
tion releases. 

e. Supervised mandatory releases - Include all 
inmates who must, by law, be conditionally 
released. This type of release may also be called 
mandatory conditional release. 

f. Paroles - Include all inmates conditionally 
released to parole. Enter only releases officially 
entitled "parole." 

g. Other conditional releases - Include all other 
conditional releases not covered by the above 
categories. Please specify the nature of these 
releases in the "Notes" section on page 4. 



f 
I 

REILEASES - COIl1~inued 

Death 
h. Executions - Self-explanatory 

i. Illnesses/natura! causes - Self-explanatory 

j. Suicides - Self-explanatory 

k. Accidental injury to self - Include all 
inmates who accidentally caused their own 
deaths (for example, a fall from a ladder, 
mishandling electrical equipment). 

I. Death caused bV another person - Include 
all inmates whose deaths were caused 
accidentally or intentionally by another inmate 
or prison personnel. 

m. Other deaths - Include all other deaths not 
covered by the above categories. Please 
specify the nature of these deaths in the 
"Notes" section on page 4. 

Other Helaases 
01. AWOILS - Include all failures to return from 

an authorized temporary absence such as 
work furlough, study release, mercy furlough, 
or other authorized temporary absence. 

o. Escapes from confinement - Include all 
unlawful departures from a State correctional 
facility or from the custody of State correc
tional personnel. 

p. Transfers to other jurisdictions - Include 
all inmates who were transferred from this 
State's jurisdiction to another to continue 
sentences already in force. Do not report the 
release if your State does not relinquish 
jurisdiction. Do not report movements from 
prison to prison within your State. 

q. Releases to appeal/bond - Include all 
inmates released from correctional jurisdiction 
to long-term jurisdictional absences on appeal 
or bond. Do not report short-term movements 
(that is, less than 30 days) to court (that is, 
where the State correctional systems retains 
jurisdiction) . 

r. Other releases - Include all other releases 
not covered by the above categories. Please 
specify the nature of these releases in the 
"Notes" section on page 4. 

JURISDICTION POPULATION DECEMBER 31 

Include all inmates under State jurisdiction on 
December 31, regardless of location. Do not 
include other jurisdictions' inmates (for example, 
inmates from other States, pre-trial detainees) 
merely housed in your prisons. These inmates, 
however, are enumerated below in item 6, 
"Custody Population." 
FORM NPS-l (7-24-81) Page 6 

CUSTODY POPULATBOru DECEMBER 31 

Include all inmates in the State's custody, that 
is, housed in State correctional facilities on 
December 31. Do not include State inmates 
housed outside State prison facilities (these are 
reported under" Jurisdiction Population," item 5, 
above). Include other jurisdictions' inmates (for 
example, inmates from other States, the courts, 
local jails) housed in your State's facilities. 

OVERCROWDING DECEMBER 31 

Include all inmates housed in local jails on 
December 31, as a direct result of State prison 
overcrowding. Do not include inmates held in 
local jails for other reasons, (for example, work 
release, court appearance, etc.). Indicate 
whether or not these inmates are included in the 
5d, "Total Inmate Population - Jurisdiction 
Population December 31," total. 

RACE 
(1l) White - A person having origins in any of 

the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, 
or the Middle East. 

(2) Black - A person having origins in any of 
the black racial groups of Africa. 

(3) American Indian or Alaskan Native - A 
person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of North America, and who 
maintains cultural identification through 
tribal affiliation or community recognition. 

(4) Asian or Pacific Islander - A person 
having origins in any of the original peoples 
of the Far East. Southeast Asia, the Indian 
Subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands. This 
area includes, for example, China, India, 
Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, and 
Samoa. 

(5) O~her - Any other race not covered by the 
above categories. Please specify the races 
on the form below. 

(6) Not known - Any inmate whose race is 
unknown should be included here. 

ETHNIC ORIGIN 
a. Hispanic - A person of Mexican, Puerto 

Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or 
other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of 
race. 

b. Not Hispanic - A person not covered by the 
above category. 

c. Not known - Anyone whose ethnic origin is 
unknown should be included here. 
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Appendix III 

Explanatory notes 

These notes (I) point out deviations from the 
standard NPS definitions of admissions and re
lease categories published in the 1981 question
naire, (2) give details on the content of "other" 
admission and release categories. and (3) call at
tention to revisions to data that should be taken 
into account when comparing 1980 and 1981 
figures. 

As a rule, State inmates housed in local jails be
cause of overcrowding are considered to be un
der State jurisdiction; only exceptions to this 
rule are noted. States retaining jurisdiction over 
inmates housed in local jails are shown in table 
5 of Appendix I. To balance the yearend 1980 
count with the yearend 1981 count, some States 
included an adjustment residual in their admis
sion or release figures. 

Alabama 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Persons 
housed in local jails accounted for the differ
ences between jurisdiction and custody counts 
for 1981. 

New cOllrt commitments: Includes some split
sentence violators and some parole violators 
with new sentences. 

Other admissions: Type not specified and an 
adjustment residual. 

Other llllconditionai releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

Other conditional releases: Discretionary 
leave. 

Other releases: Type not specified and an ad
justment residual. 

Alaska 

All data include both jail and prison inmates 
(prisons and jails form an integrated system). 
Admission and release figures are estimates 
based on 1980 data. The large proportion of 
State inmates held in Federal prisons account for 
the differences between the 1981 jurisdiction and 
custody counts. 

Parole violators. with new sentence: Includes 
parole violators with no new sentences and other 
conditional release violators with and without 
new sentences. 

Other admissions: Adjustment residual. 
Supervised mandatory releases: Includes some 

(fewer than 5%) expirations of sentence and re
leases to probation of inmates serving a split 
sentence. The remainder are supervised releases, 
many of which convert to probation shortly after 
discharge. 

Race: Estimates based on 1980 data. 
Hispanic origin: Alaska has not identified the 

ethnicity of its prison population. 

Arizona 

Inmates housed in other States or in Federal 
prisons account for the differences between the 
1981 jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Other conditional releases: Discretionary, 
temporary, and work furlough releases. 

Arkansas 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Break
down of the jurisdiction and custody population 
by sentence length are estimates. Admission and 
release data include inmates sentenced to less 
than I year. 

Parole violators, no new sentence: Includes 
parole violators with new sentences. 

Suicides: Figures are estimates. 
Race: Figures are estimates. 
Hi,~panic origin: Figures are estimates. 

California 

Yearend female jurisdiction count for 1980 is re
vised from that published in the 1980 report. 

Other unconditional releases: Court-ordered 
releases. 

Transfers to other jurisdictions: Includes the 
net difference between transfers from and to 
jails, hospitals, and other States. 

Other releases: Includes the net difference be
tween returns from and releases to court. 

Hispanic origin: Figures for Hispanics include 
Mexicans only; other Hispanics are included in 
the figure for non-Hispanics. 

Colorado 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published jn the 1980 report. 

Other unconditional releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

Race: Figures are estimates. 
Hispanic origin: Figures are estimates. 

Connecticut 

All data include both jail and prison inmates 
(prisons and jails form an integrated system). 
Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Cus
tody counts are estimates. Persons in halfway 
houses and on reentry furlough due to over
crowding account for the differences between ju
risdiction and custody counts. 

Expiration of selltence: Includes some releases 
to probation. 

Other conditional releases: Persons released 
to group homes. 

Delaware 

All data include both jail and prison inmates 
(prisons and jails form an integrated system). 
Persons receiving a split sentence of more than I 
year, part to be served in prison and the remain
der on probation, are excluded from the move
ment data unless the prison portion of the 
sentence exceeded I year, a practice resulting in 
an understating of movement transactions. State 
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inmates held in other State and Federal in,iitu
tions and persons in supervised custody because 
of overcrowding account for the differences be
tween jurisdiction and custody counts for 1981. 

New cOllrt commitments: Includes probation 
violators. 

Other unconditional releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

Supervised mandatory releases: Includes per
sons released on probation. 

Escapes: Includes escapes from supervised 
custody. 

Race: Breakdown based on percentages. 
Hispanic origin: Delaware has not identified 

the ethnicity of its prison population. 

District of Columbia 

The District of Columbia has an integrated jail 
and prison system. Data include unsentenced in
mates and those sentenced to I year or less, 
with the exception of those housed in the D.C. 
Jail or Detention Center. Persons receiving a 
split sentence of more than 1 year, part to be 
served in prison and the remainder on probation, 
were excluded from movement data unless the 
prison portion of the sentence exceeded I year, 
an omission resulting in an understating of such 
transactions. 

Parole violators with and without new sen
tences and other conditional release violators 
with and without new sentences: The total num
ber of violators is accurate, but the breakdown 
by type is estimated from 1980 figures. 

Transfers to and from other jurisdictions: 
Transfers to and from mental hospitals and Fed
eral facilities. 

Escapees and A WOLs returned: May include 
some sentenced to I year or less. 

Expirations of selltence: Includes supervised 
mandatory releases with fewer than 180 days re
maining on their sentences. Such persons are not 
considered to be subject to the conditions nor
mally attached to this type of release. 

Supervised mandatory releases: Includes only 
supervised mandatory releases with 180 days or 
more remaining on their sentences. 

Race: Estimates based on 1980 data. 
Hispanic origin: The District of Columbia has 

not identified the ethnic composition of its 
prison population. 

Florida 

Persons housed in local jails account for the dif
ferences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Georgia 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. 

Parole violators returned with /lew sClllences: 
Includes parole and other conditional release vi
olators returned with and without new sentences. 

Other admissions: Type not specified. 
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Transfers to other jurisdictions: Transfers to 
other States to serve time on sentences in other 
States. 

Hispanic origin: Georgia has not identified the 
ethnicity of its prison population. 

Hawaii 

Jurisdiction and custody figures are estimates be
lieved to be within 5% of actual counts. Data in
clude both jail and prison inmates (prisons and 
jails form an integrated system). Inmates in the 
custody of Federal prisons account for the differ
ences between jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Probation: Inmates whose sentences were 
reevaluated within 60 days of commitment and 
modified to probation. 

Idaho 

Custody figures are believed to be within 5o/c of 
actual count. The male/female breakdown of ad
mission and release figures arc estimates based 
on 1980 data. Inmates held in other State and 
Federal institutions account for the differences 
between jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Other admissions: Court orders and returns 
from agreement on detainers. 

Other ullconditional releases: Releases be
cause of acquittal or dismissal of sentence. 

Other releases: Releases to agreement on de
tainers. 

Unselllellced illmates (clIstody cOlmt): Civil 
commitments held for psychological testing and 
evaluation. 

Race: Estimates based on 1980 data. 
Hispanic origin: Estimates based on 1980 

data. 

Illinois 

Admission and release counts include persons 
sentenced to I year or less. Inmates housed in 
other States or in Federal facilities and inmates 
out to court account for the differences between 
jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Parole violators. no new sentence: Persons 
previously reported in this category are now 
being reported as other conditional release viola
tors due to a new supervised mandatory release 
program in effect in 1981. 

Other conditional release violators, no new 
selllences: Includes mostly supervised mandatory 
release violators. 

Other admissions: Includes work release vio
lators. 

Other releases: Transfers to community cor
rectional centers. 

Indiana 

Data on race, Hispanic origin, and probations 
are estimates. 

Other conditional release violators with new 
selllences: Includes parole, probation as part of a 
split sentence. and probation violators with or 
without new sentences. 

Other unconditional releases: Releases of per
sons with indeterminate sentences without post
release supervision. 

Other conditiollal releases: Releases to Regu
lated Community Assignment in the community. 
Persons released in this manner retain inmate 
status and report to a parole officer weekly. 
They are released to parvk status in 90 days un
less there are infractions. in which case they are 
returned to the institution. 

Iowa 

All population and movement data for 1981 are 
custody figures. Male/female counts of admis
sions and releases are estimates based on 1980 
data. Data for 1980 are revised from those pub
lished in the 1980 report. Admission and release 
figures contain an estimated 137 admissions and 
154 releases with sentences of less than I year. 
Male/female ratios of the racial and ethnic com
position is estimated. 

Escapees and A WOLs returned: Includes es
capees only. not A WOLs. 

Escapes and AIVOLs: Includes escapes only, 
not AWOLs. 

Kansas 

Probation. Includes fewer than 50 inmates re
leased to court. 

Kentucky 

Yearend counts for 1980 are revised from those 
published in the 1980 report. Custody figures in
clude 104 inmates hdd in local jails to relieve 
overcrowding. 

Probation: All probation releases are shock 
probation. 

Louisiana 

Persons housed in local jails account for the dif
ferences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Other ullconditional releases: Court-ordered 
releases. 

Maine 

Yearend counts for 1980 are revised from those 
published in the 1980 report. Persons housed in 
local jails, in hospitals, in other States. or at 
horne on work-release account for the differ
ences between jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Maryland 

All data include inmates (about 4 pcrcent of to
tal) sentenced to a maximum of I year or less. 
Persons housed in local jails account for the dif
ferences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

New COllrl commitmellfs; Includes parole and 
other conditional-release violators with new sen
tences and returns from appeal or bond. 

Hispanic origin: Maryland has not identified 
the ethnicity of its prison popUlation. 

Massach usetts 

Yearend counts for 1980 are revised from those 
pUblished in the 1980 report. Beginning in 1980, 
the coU,il includes women witl, ,enh,n~e" of I to 
2-1/2 years formerly held in county facilities 
now closed. Persons housed in local jails ac
count for the differences bctween jurisdiction 
and custody counts. 

New cOllrt commitments: Includes parole vio
lators returned with new sentence. Beginning in 
J 980. includes males from the time of sentenc
ing even if held in local facilities. Formerly, 
males awaiting booking were not counted until 
they entered the State prison. 

Michigan 

Other deaths: Cause not known. 
Other races: Includes Mexican-Americans and 

&ome persons whose race is not known. 
Hispanic origill: Includes only persons of 

Mexican descent. 

Minnesota 

Persons housed in other State or Federal institu
tions account for the differences between juris
diction and custody counts. 

Other IIl1collditiollal releases: Releases by 
court order. 

Mississippi 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Persons 
housed in local jails account for the differences 
between jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Other admissiolls: Includes persons returned 
for parole revocation hearings whose parole is 
not revoked and an adjustment residual. 

Other uncollditional releases: Includes Su
preme Court overturns and releases to court with 
no probation to follow. 

Other releases: Includes persons returned to 
parole supervision after hearing where no revo
cation occurred. 

Missouri 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. 

Parole violators. no /leu: sentellces: Includes 
parole violators with new sentences. 

Race: Figures are estimates. 
Hispallic origill: Missouri has not identified 

the ethnicity of its prison population. 
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Montana 

Yearend counts for 1980 arc revised from those 
published in the 1980 report. Persons housed in 
local jails and those held in other States account 
for the differences between jurisdiction and cus
tody counts. 

Other conditional releases: Two supervised 
releases and one jail-based work release to dis
trict court supervision. 

Other unconditiOnal releases: Court-ordered 
releases. 

Nebraska 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Persons 
with sentences of a year or less or with no sen
tence held in State prisons but under county ju
risdiction and interstate transfers account for the 
differences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Other admissions: Adjustment residual. 

Nevada 

Inmates held in other States, out-of-State in
mates housed in Nevada, and 65 persons held 
less than 120 days for evaluation account for the 
differences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Race: Figures are estimates. 
Hispanic origin: Figures are estimates. 

New Hampshire 

Persons held in other States account for the dif
ferences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Parole violators returned without new sen
tence: Includes inmates returned without a new 
sentence at the time of admission but who later 
received a new sentence. 

Other ul/conditional releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

New Jersey 

Jurisdiction figures exclude 995 males held in 
local jails to ease overcrowding. Differences be
tween jurisdiction and custody counts are due to 
23 New Jersey inmates held in other States and 
8 from other States held in New Jersey. 

New Mexico 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Inmates 
held in county jails account for the differences 
between jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Other admissions: Includes parole and proba
tion violators and escapee returns. 

New York 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. 

Transfers from and to other jurisdictions: In
cludes transfers from and to the Department of 
Mental Hygiene. 

Other releases: Releases of inmates deter
mined not to be State commitments after having 
been received as new court commitments. 

Race: Figures are estimates. "Not known" 
comprises American Indians and Orientals. 

Hispallic origill: Includes only Puerto Rican 
inmates; all other Hispanic inmates are included 
in the non-Hispanic category. 

UllSentellced inmates (custody): Persons held 
on parole violation warrants. 

North Carolina 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Persons 
held for safekeeping and presentence diagnosis 
accollnt for the differences between jurisdiction 
and custody counts. Persons receiving partially 
suspended sentences of more than I year, part to 
be served in prison and the remainder on proba
tion, wel'e excluded from the movement data un
less the prison portion of the sentence exceeded 
I year, an omission resulting in an understating 
of movement transactions by 719 persons. 

Parole violators with lIew sentences: Includes 
parole violators without new sentences. 

Other admissions: Adjustment residual. 
Expiration of sell/ence: Includes some com

mutations (fewer than 10%). 
Releases to appeal or bond: Unconditional 

court-ordered releases. May contain some over
turned convictions for which no new trial was 
held. 

Race: "Other" races include Hispanics and 
persons whose race is not known. 

North Dakota 

Federal prisoners and prisoners from other States 
held in North Dakota account for the differences 
between jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Other conditional releases: Court-ordered re
leases to probation. 

Ohio 

Inmates living in halfway houses, reintegration 
centers, and those incarcerated outside the State, 
but for whom the State retains jurisdiction, ac
count for the differences between jurisdiction 
and custody counts. 

New court commitments: Includes some 
"other conditional release violators with new 
sentences. " 

Trallsfers from alld to other jurisdictions: 
Transfers from and to mental hospitals. 

Other ullconditional releases: Sentences va
cated by court. 
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Other conditional releases: Extended medical 
furloughs and pre-parole furloughs. 

Hispanic origin: Based on custody population 
only. 

Oklahoma 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. Persons 
held in hospitals and halfway houses account for 
the differences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. jurisdiction counts exclude 89 m~lle and 
IS female inmates on escape. 

Other admissions: Sentenced offenders held in 
county jails to relieve overcrowding. 

Oregon 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. 

Pennsylvania 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those reported in the 1980 publication. 

Other admissions: Inmates received from 
other authorities. 

Other releases: Inmates released to other au
thorities and administrative final discharges. 

Hispanic origin: Pennsylvania has not identi
fied the ethnicity of its prison population. 

Rhode Island 

All data include both jail and prison inmates 
(prisons and jails form an integrated system). 
Persons receiving a partially suspended sentence 
of more than I year, part to be served in prison 
and the remainder on probation, were excluded 
from the movement data unless the prison por
tion of the sentence exceeded I year, an omis
sion resulting in an understating of movement 
transactions. 

Other admissions: One male paroled illegally, 
who was returned to prison to complete his sen
tence. 

Other releases: Court-overturned sentence. 

South Carolina 

Persons housed in local jails to ease overcrowd
ing account in part for the differences between 
jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Other unconditional releases: Includes uncon
ditional court-ordered releases. 

Hispallic origill: South Carolina has not iden
tified the ethnicity of its population. 

South Dakota 

Out-of-State inmates and Federal prisoners held 
in South Dakota account for the differences in 
jurisdiction and custody counts. 
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Tennessee 

Persons housed in local jails account in part for 
the differences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Parole violators without nelV sentel/ces: In
cludes parole violators with new sentences. 

Other cOl/ditional release violators without 
/lew sentel/ces: Includes jail cases returned to 
prison. 

Other u/lconditional releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

Other conditional releases: Includes jail cases 
released to jails because of overcrowding. 

Other deaths: Drug overdoses. 
Other releases: Adjustment residual. 
Hispanic origin: Tennessee has not identified 

the ethnicity of its inmate population. 

Texas 

All data are custody figures; jurisdiction counts 
were not provided. 

Parole alld other cOllditional release violators 
with new sentences: Includes parole and other 
conditional release violators without new sen
tences. 

Other u/lconditional releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

Other conditional releases: Conditional par-
dons. 

Other deaths: Cause not known. 
Other releases: Adjustment residual. 
Hispanic origin: Figure is estimated at 22% of 

inmate population. 

Utah 

Inmates housed in other State and Federal facili
ties account for the differences between jurisdic
tion and custody counts. 

Other unconditional releases: Terminations of 
sentence by Board of Pardons. 

Vermont 

All data include both jail and prison inmates 
(prisons and jails form an integrated system). 
Types of admissions and releases are estimates. 

Other unconditional releases: Unconditional 
court-ordered releases. 

Other conditional releases: Includes court-or
dered amended sentences with release to a spe
cial probation-supervision. 

Race: Figures are estimates. 
Hispanic origin: Figures are estimates. 

Virginia 

Persons held in local jails and those held in 
other States account for the differences between 
jurisdiction and custody counts. 

Transfers from other jurisdictions: Includes 
transfers from other States who may be starting 
or continuing a sentence. Therefore, data for this 
category may be overstated and new court com
mitments may be understated. 

Other admissions: Type not specified. 
Other ullcollditional releases: Administrative 

releases. 
Other cOl/ditiollal releases: Conditional par-

dons granted by (he Governor. 
Other deaths: Cause not known. 
Other releases: Type not specified. 
Hispanic origill: Virginia has not identified 

the ethnicity of its inmate population. 

Washington 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. 

Other admissiolls: Returns from temporary as
signment to mental hospitals or other States. 

Other unconditional releases: Full pardons 
granted by the Governor. 

Other releases: Releases to temporary assign
ment. 

Other races: Includes persons of Hispanic ori
gin. 

West Virginia 

Other admissions: Type not specified. 
Other unconditional releases: Unconditional 

court-ordered releases. 
Other conditional releases: Conditional court

ordered releases. 
Other releases: Includes persons returned to 

court jurisdiction after being declared unsuited to 
serve at a particular minimum security institu
tion. 

Wisconsin 

Yearend jurisdiction counts for 1980 are revised 
from those published in the 1980 report. 
Jurisd;ction counts include escapees. 

Other admissions: Includes returns pending 
revocation of parole and returns from mandatory 
release pending revocation. 

Other IIllconditional releases: Includes rein
statement to parole and reinstatement to manda
tory release. 

Other deaths: Cause not known. 
Other releases: Includes reinstatement to pro

bation supervision, reinstatement to mandatory 
release, and one unknown release type. 

Wyoming 

Inmates held in other States account for the dif
ferences between jurisdiction and custody 
counts. 

Other conditional releases: Court-ordered re
leases. 

Federal Bureau of Prisons 

Persons receiving a split sentence of more than I 
year, part to be served in prison and the remain
der on probation, are excluded from 1980 and 
1981 counts for those with maximum sentences 
of more than I year unless the prison portion of 
the sentence exceeded I year, a practice result
ing in an understating of these counts. Such per
sons are included in the count of inmates with 
maximum sentences of I year or IC6s. Yearend 
jurisdiction count for 1981 includes 1,921 per
sons held in Federal prisons but under the juris
diction of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. Such persons were excluded from juris
diction counts in 1980. 

New cOllrt commitments: Includes "other con
Qitional release violators with new sentences." 

Parole violators with new sentences: Figures 
are estimates based on new court commitments. 

Race: Data available only for sentenced in
mates. 

Hispanic origin: Data available only for sen
tenced inmates. 
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Appendix IV 

Historical series 

The following table shows yearend counts 
of the number of prisoners in State and 
Federal institutions as collected by the Na
tional Prisoner Statistics (NPS) Program 
and published annually in the National 
Prisoner Statistics Bulletins, Prisoners in 
State and FederaL Illstitutions on December 
31. 

These counts should be viewed as provid
ing an order of magnitude for the U.S. 
prisoner population, inasmuch as the defi
nition of the prisoner population varies 

Special table 

widely from State to State and may also 
vary within States from year to year. 

To aid in interpretation of these data, users 
are encouraged to review the notes at the 
end of the list for general information on 
comparability and those in the annual bul
letins for specific details on the degree of 
conformity to NPS definitions, since these 
definitions change over the years as well as 
the individual States' interpretation of these 
definitions and reporting procedures. 

Number and rate per 100,000 population 
of sentenced prisoners in State and 
Federal institutions, 1925-81 

----~ 

Rate per 
100,000 

Yearend Ilumher population Yearend Number 

1925 91,669 79 1954 182,901 
1926 97,991 R3 1955 IR5,780 
1927 109,346 92 1956 189,565 
1928 116,390 97 1957 195,414 
1929 120,496 99 1955 205,643 

1959 208,105 
1930 129,453 1U5 
1931 137,OR2 111 1960 212,953 
1932 137,997 III 1961 220,149 
1933 136,RIO 109 1962 218,830 
1934 138,316 109 1963 217,283 
1935 141',IRO 111 1964 214,336 
1936 145,038 113 1965 210,895 
1937 152,741 119 1966 199,654 
1938 160,285 123 1967 194,896 
1939 IH,RI8 137 1968 187,914 

1969 196,007 
1940 173,706 132 
1941 165,439 126 1970 196,429 
1942 150,384 116 1971 198,061 
1943 137,220 lOR 1972 196,092 
1941, 132,456 104 1973 204,211 
1945 131,649 101 1974 218,466 
1946 140,079 100 1975 240,593 
1947 151,104 lOS 1976 262,833 
1948 155,977 107 1977 278,141 
1949 163,749 110 1977 285,456 

1978 294,396 
1950 166,123 110 1979 301,470 
1951 165,6RO 109 19AO 315,974 
1952 168,233 109 1981 353,167 
1953 173,579 110 

Rate per 
100,000 
population 

114 
113 
114 
115 
119 
118 

119 
121 
118 
116 
113 
110 
103 
99 
94 
98 

97 
96 
95 
98 

104 
113 
123 
129 
132 
135 
137 
140 
153 

NOTE: The count, until 1977, was limited to those 
prisoners remanded to the custody of the State or 
Federal adult correctional system. Beginning in 1977, 
the count includes all persnne under the jurisdiction 
of the individual correctional systems. Examples of 
inmates nnder the 1u1"lsdittion of a ~iven Bvstem. but 
not under its custody, are those housed in local jails, 
1n other States, or in hospitals (includin~ mental 
health facilities) outside the correctional system; 
inmA.tes out on work release, furloup,n or b,:dl; a.nd 

State prisoners held in Federal prisons or vice versa. 
Fi"ures for both the custody and .1urisdiction popu
lations are given for 1977 in order that 1977 can be 
compA:red with both previous and subsequent years. 

lOver the years, the sentencerl prisoner popula
tion has been variously defined to include "felons 
age lR and over." "adult felons t t. "prisoners sentenced 
to a maximum term of at least a year and a day, It and 
since lQ7R, "prisoners sentenced to over 1 year." 
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