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Preface 

The 1978 Survey oflnmates of Local Jails 
was one of a series of data-gathering 
efforts undertak~n during the 1970's to 
assist policymaICers in assessing the 
Nation'S correctional institutions and in 
formulating measures to overcome any 
deficiencies.' During that decade, an 
unprecedented growth in the number of 
pl!ople subject to custody imposed 
increasingly heavier demands on already 
strained institutions. Intensified by over­
crowding, the deterioration in living 
conditions among the incarcerated 
spurr,ed public authorities,especially the 
judi'~iary, to tal;.e remedial action. 
Decisions rendered by State and Federal 
r.:ourts have required the adoption of 
measures to alleviate overcrowding and 
otherwise improve living conditions in 
correctional facilities. 

Prisons have been the main objects of 
court rulings defining pIis.~mer rights and 
minimum living standards, but conditions 
in local jails-many of which are "ware­
housing" some oftht: overflow ofirunates 
under State jurisdiction-came under 
increased scrutiny towards the end of the. 
decade. These deve;}opments contributed' 
to a heightened awareness of the inter­
dependence of State and local confine­
ment facilities and to an increased level of 
policy attention accorded the latter. 
Against this background, and under the 
terms of the Crime Control Act of 197Qt 
the Law Enforcement Assistance AF.lmiu~ 
istration (LEAA) was authorized ,by the. 
U.S. Congress to survey existing and 
future needs in Federal, State, and local 
correctional facilities. Partly in response 
to this law, the 1978 Survey ofInmates of 
Local Jails was conducted to improve and 
!'l>""Pand baseline data collected on that 
population, in 1970 and 1972 and to 
identify changes over' the intervening 
period. 

Conducted by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census concurrently with the Census of 
Jail Facilities, the 1978 survey gathered 
extensive information, on the demo­
graphic and socioeconomip background, 
criminlll history, and 'adjudiCation 
experience of a representative sample of 
jail inmates. Within these broad areas, 
detailed data were obtained on such sub­
jects as prearrest employment, alcohol 
and drug use, offense for which confined, 
length of sentence, and experience with 
bail, counsel, and pleading. All data were 
provided by inmates who participated in 
personal interviews on a voluntary basis. 
In a procedure d!ffering from that of 

earlier surveys, the sample was designed 
to assure that statistical reliability of data 
on female inmates was generally compar- . 
able to that for male inmates. Preliminary 
findings from both the inmate survey and 
facility census were published in a brief 
release entitled Census of Jails and Survey 
of Jail Inmates, 1978: PreliminalY Reportin 
February 1979. 

This report is an overview of the demo­
graphic and socioeconomic characteristics 
of inmates held in the Nation's local jails. 
Basic findings on the use of drugs and 
alcohol are also presented. It is the first in 
a series based on the 1978 Survey of 
Inmates of Local Jails to be published by 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics. Reports 
dealing with the inmates' experience with 

. the adjudication process and bail, a 
detailed examination of drug and alcohol 
usage, and other specialized topjcs will be 
included in the series. ,. 

Most of the data on which this report is 
based can be found in the tab1:es in Appen­
dix I, although some results (I!;; displayed, 
only in tables or footnotes wilihin the text 
All data items gathered in the survey may 
be identified by examining the question­
naire (Appendix II). Data for 1978 on 
inmates held because of overcrowding in 
other facilities and on juveniles in jail are 
derived from the 1978 Census of Jail 
Facilities rathler than from the survey. Pre-
1978 data used to develop trend analyses . 
were derived from the 1970 National Jail 
Census and the 1972 Survey ofInmate§ of 
Local Jails, both conducted by the Bureau 
of the Census under LEAA sponsorship. 
Appendix III contains definitions and 
technical notes designed to assist users in 
the interpretation of survey results. 

All data in this report are estimates sub­
ject to both sampling and nonsampling 
errors. Sources of error and technical 
information on sample design and esti­
mation procedure are discussed in 
Appendix IV. Melst statements in' the 
report involving comparisons met statisti-
.cal tests that the differences were equiv­
alent to or greater than two standard 
errors; in other word(]l.1e chances were at 
least 95 out of 100 that each difference 
described did not result solely from 
sampling variability. Those few state­
ments of comparison in which the chances 
were 90 out of 100 that sampling vari~ 
ability did not cause the difference were 
qualified by the expression "some .indi­
cation," Estimates below 300 for male 
inmates, or for inmates of both sexes, and.. " 
below 100 for female inmates, were I;on- "'I, 
sidered to have been based on too few\(j 
sample cases to be statistically reliable. ' 
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Summary 

An estimated 158,000 persons were held in the country's 
3,500 local jails at the time of a nationwide survey con­
ducted in February 1978.1 This total represented a 12-
percent increase in that recorded by a comparable survey' 
taken in 1972. Not only were convicted criminals held in 
jails but also a sizable minority-4 of every lO-charged 
with but not convicted of a crime. Against the background 
of two factors unique to the 1970's-the backlogging of 
convicted felons in. local jails to relieve overcrowded State 
prisons and the cntry of the baby-boom generation into 
the prime offender-age bracket (18~·34)-the increase 
between the two survey years was lower than might have 
been anticipated. Indeed, the number of persons confined 
in prisons rose approximately 40 percent over the same. 
period. Certain major 'criminal justice reforms-such as 
exclusion of juveniles from adult detention facilities, 
reduced incarceration rates for nuisance-type offenses, 
and imposition of probation instead of confinement for 
some crimes-contributed to the difference in the relative 
increase of the two populations. 

'iGenerall:y speaking, jails are locally administered confinement facilities 
authorized to hold persons awaiting adjudication and/or those committed after 
adjudication to serve sentences usually of! year or less. By contrast, prisons are 
State or Federal configep!ent institutions, chiefly for holding convicted felons 
serving sentences of /!.,,·~re than a year. 

As in 1972"males predominated overwheJminglyin the 1978 
jail population, while the proportion of women was 
unchanged. Blacks and young persons continued to-De 
represented disproportionately; in fact, the jail population 
in 1978 was more youthful than in 1972. The number of 
juveniles held in jails dropped sharply, however, reflect­
ing legislation prohibiting the joint housing of adult and 
juvenile offenders. 

Single persOJls-those who had never married or were 
divorced or separated-made up about three-fourths of the 
inmate total, as contrasted with only a third in the U.S. " 
population as lit whole. The relatively low educational level 
of the jail population was evidenced by the fact that 3 of 
every 5 inmates lacked a high school diploma, compared 
with only 1 of every 4 persons in the general population. 
Military veter~ms were relatively less numerous in the jail 
population than in the national population. 

People experiencing economic hardships contributed dis­
proportionately to the jail popUlation. Predetention annual 
income averaged only $3,700, and the percentage ofthose 
employed was much lower than the corresponding share 
in the U.S. pOlmlation. At least 1 in every 4 inmates 
had been financially dependent on welfare, social 
security, unemployment benefits, andlor borrowing from 
family or friends, rather than on a wage or salary. The 
proportion of female inmates who had been subject to 
these disadvantages was particularly high and, to some 
extent, the same could be said for blacks as compared with 
whites. Not surprisingly, therefore, black female inmates 
were the most likely ofthe four largest race-sex groups to 
have been living in povc;lrty. ' 

Drug and alcohol abuse had played a significant role in the 
lives of many inm!ltes. About 4 out of every 10 had used 
some drug daily. A fourth of all women inmates had been 
heroin addicts-far more than the proportion for men. 
About a fifth of the convicted. inmates were under the 
influence of drugs at tlw time of their offense. With 
respect to alcohol abuse~ afourth of the convicted inmates 
had been drinking heavily just before they committed 
their offense, and the proportion of whites who had was 
more than twice that of blacks. 
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Demograph!c 
characteristics 

The profile of jail inmates revealed by the 
1978 survey featured a predominantly 
male population in which the shares of 
young persons and of blacks were mark­
edly higher than those to. the Nation 
as a whole. Since the 1972 jail survey, the 
youthfulness of the inmate population 
increased as the bulk of the post-War 
baby-boom generation entered the age 
groups that historically have been most 
active in punishable activities. The 
retention of convicted persons in local 
jails because of overcrowding in the State 
prison systems also contributed to the rise 
in the jail population. The female propor­
tion ot the jai, population did 11ot, how­
ever, change greatly between 1972 and 
1978, in contrast with the sharp increase in 
the number of women held in the State 
and Federal prisons during that period 
(Figure 1). 

Baby-boom generation adds 
to jail population 

Between 1972 and 1978, the number of 
persons age 18-34 in the U.S. popula­
tion-the principal age group from which 
the incarcerated are drawn-rose by 15 
percent. The increase by this age group, 
far greater than that for the population as a 
whole, was amajorfactorin the rise in the 
number of jail inmates during the 1970's. 

. For males, however, the proportion of the 
18-34 age group in jails actually was 
smaller in 1978 than in 1972, 499 vs. 511 
pee 100,000. For females, the ratio was the 
same each year-31 per 100,000. 

Increase also reflects 
prison bacldog 

Since the early 1970's, correctional 
authorities in many States have been 
forced to keep more pri~oners in local 
jails because of severe overcrowding and 

1 associated problems in their own facili­
ties. As of 1978, lout of every 19 jail in­
mates was being held as the direct result of 
overcrowding in State and, to a lesser de­

l gree, Federal prisons, and about 1 of every 

)
i8 of the Nation's jails held such inmates 
(Figure 2). 

Number of juveniles 
declined sharply 

Reflecting a national policy emphasis on 
segregating juvenile delinquents from 
adult criminals"less than half as many 
persons subject to juvenile courts were, 
being held in jails in 1978 -approximately 
1,600-ihan in 1970 (approxImately 
3,900). Among the 46 jurisdictions that 
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had distinct localjail systems in both 1970 
and 1978, 42 reduced the total number of 
juveniles held, while only four (Maine, 
Nevada, Arkansas, and New Hampshire) 
reported increases in the number of 
juveniles confined. The most substantial 
decrease occurred in New York, where the 
number of jailed juveniles fell from 607 to 
84. In 1978~ local jails in three States- , 
California, Indiana, and Virginia-ac­
counted for about a fourth of all juveniles 
in jail.2 

Proportion of women 
remained unchanged 

In contrast to the comparatively rapid 
growth observed in recent years in the 
number of women within Federal and 
State prisons, their relative increase in 
jails between 1972 and 1978 was only 
slightly greater than that of males (Fig­
ure 3). In each of those years, women 
made up approximately 6 percent of the 
total jail population. 

Disproportion of blacks 
persisted 

Blacks, although numbering only about 
1 of every 10 persons in the general 
population age 18-54, accounted for 

roughly 4 of every 10 male, and 5 of 
every 10 female, inmates.3 Whites, slightly 
under nine-tenths of the general popu­
lation, comprised relatively low pro­
portions of both male and female in­
mates-57 and 49 percent, respectively . 
Inmates other than white or black 
approximated 2 ;-:crcent for both males 
and females in the jail and general 
populations.4 The racial distribution of 
inmates in 1972 and 1978 was roughly 
similar. 

Persons of Hispanic origin constituted a 
higher proportion of the jail than of the 
gen~ral population. Numbering only 1 
in 20 persons in the population at large, 
Hispanics accounted for about 1 of 10 
males and 1 of 14 females confined in 
jail. 

2Data on the number of juveniles held in localjails 
in 1970 and 1978 are drawn from two national cen­
suses of jail facilities, not from inmate surveys. For a 
State distribution ofjuvenile~ confined in jails at the 
time of each census, see Appendix III, Table A. 

30wing to the small representation of older 
persons in correctional institutions, the general 
population referred to throughout this report for 
comparison purposes is limited, except as otherwise 
noted, to persons in the 18-54 age bracket. 

4The inmate population was divid~d into three 
groups on the basis of race: white, black, and all other 
races, the latter consisting of American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Asians, and Pacific Islanders. 

Jail inmates much younger 
than general population 

Jail inmates were decidedly younger than 
the general adult population, even more 
so than in 1972.5 In that year, 64 percent of 
the inmates, compared with 39 percent of 
the general population, were under 30; in 
1978, the corresponding figures were 70 
and 39 percent, respectively. At both 
junctures, the difference in the median 
age of the two populations was roughly 10 
years-about 25 for the inmates and 35 for 
the general population. 

By far the highest concentration of 1978 
jail inmates fell into the 20-24 age brack­
et-fully a third of each sex-as com­
pared with approximately lout of 7 
persons in the general population (Fig­
ure 4). Also, the proportion of 18- and 
19-year-olds (either male or female) was 
about twice as large in the jail as in the 
general population. At the upper reaches 
of the age pyramid, the reverse situation 
prevailed: about 2 percent of the inmates 
wer~ age 55-·64, as compared with 15 
percent of the overall population. 

The proportion of blacks below age 30 
,was somewhat greater than that of 
whites-72 vs. 68 percent-correspond­
ing to the situation in the general popu­
lation, Considering members of those 
two races, there was some indication 
that black female inmates made up the 
relatively largest under-30 age group. 

SIn 'order to provide detail on the youngest 
inmates, the range 16-64 is used as the basis for com­
paring the age structure of the jail and the general 
populations. In 1978, about 19,900 inmates were age 
18-19 and 4,700 were 16-17, while only 300 were 
under 16; at the other extreme, some 2,600 inmates 
were age 55-64 and 900 were 65 and over. 

~~------~-~~-------------.--------------------------------.--

Profile of the jail population, 
1972 and 1978 

_ 1972 

1'i!U?!1 1978 

Black 

Female • Hh;H 

The effects of prison overcrowding: 
State and Federal inmates held in jails 

Number 

Jails holding State or 
Federal prisoners 463 

mate or Federal prisoners 
held in jails 8,483 

Note: See Appendix IIi for source of data on State and Federal prisoners 
in local jails. 

Figure 2 

Number and percent distribution of inmates of 
Federal, State, and local correctional facilities, 
by sex, 1972 and 1978 Juvenile 

• (1970) 
I Type of facility 1972 1978 

Hispanic -
Un convicted 

o 10 20 30 40 50 
Percent 

Figure 1 

Age structure of inmate 
and U.S. populations, 
by sex 

• Inmates o U.S. population age 16-64 

Males 

50 40 30 20 10 0 
Percent 

and sex Number Percent Number 

Felderal 21,713 100 28,650 
Male 20,919 96 26,956 
Female 794 4 1,694 

State 174,470 100 249,491 
Male 168,992 97 240,141 
Female 5,478 3 9,350 

Local 141,605 100 158,394 
Male 133,274 94 148,839 
Female 8,331 6 9,555 

Nole: Agures for Federal and State Inmates refer to sentenced prisoners. 
See Appendix III under "prison" for sources of these data 

Figure 3 

Age group 
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Nole: Detail may not add to 100% because of rounding. 
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Socioeconomic 
characteristics 

Jail inmates were predominantly poor 
and undereducated. Their income prior to 
arrest was very low. An appreciable num­
ber were without work and dependent on 
welfare social security, unemployment 
benefit;, andlor borrowing from family or 
friends. Most lacked a complete high 
school education. Only about2 of every 10 
inmates were married, but more than 4 
out of 10 supported one or more depen­
dents. Only a fourth were military 
veterans, compared with about two-fifth~ 
of all U.S. males age 18 and over. 

Marital status of inmates 
and U.S. population, 
by sex 

[J Male inmates 

• U.S. males age 18-54 

til Female Inmates 

• U.S. females age 18-54 

r 
I I I I 

\ 
I I I I I 

Married 

c::::::3 

-
Never married 

Ii· < . "'.\"'( I .11 d) -Separated or divorced 
1/,,1 ·~;I 

• I • -Widowed 

n 
I 
I 
I 

I I I I I I I I I I I 
0 50 100 
Percent 

Note: Detail may not add 
to 100% because of rounding. 

Figure 5 
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Most were not married 

More thart three-fourths of the inmates 
either had never married (34 percent of 
the men and 46 percent of the women) or 
were separated or divorced (23 percent of 
the men and 30 percent of the women). 
Only 1 in every 5 'was married. In sharp 
contrast, a large majority of the general 
population age 18-54 (2 of every 3 per­
sons) was married, and only 9 percent (7 
percent of the males and 11 percent of the 
females) were separated or divorced (Fig­
ure 5). 

Among inmates who had never married, 
the proportions were much higher for 
black than for white. males (62 to 49 
percent) and for black than for white 
females (57 to 36 percent). The separa­
tion/divorce rate for black inmates, 
whether male or female, resembled that of 
their civilian counterparts, but that for, 
both male and female white inmates was 
much higher (Figure 6). The proportion of 
white female inmates who were separated 
or divorced was higher than that of the 
other race-sex groups examined. 

More than half of black females 
had dependents 

As detailed later in the report, a large 
number of inmates had not been gainfully 
employed prior to arrest. Among those 
with incomes, the median amount was 
near the poverty level. Despite low in­
comes and a seemingly high degree of 
economic insecurity among jail inmates, 
some 4 out of every 10 hadsupp~rted one 
or mme dependents prior to confinement. 

Slightly more black than white inmates 
and more females than males had 
dependents (Figure 7). In relative terms, 
black females made up the largest group of 
inmates having dependents (58 percent); 
white females comprised the smallest (37 
pement). Among all inmates with depen­
dents, the median number of dependents 
was 2.5. 

Majority lacked a high school . 
diploma . 

The educational attainment of jail inmates 
was markedly lower than that of the gen­
eral population age 18-54. Three-fourths 
of the latter had completed high school, 
whereas only two-fifths ofthe inmates had, 
done so' there was some indication that 
the proportion was slightly higher for 
female than for male inmates (Figure 8). 
The proportion of high school dropouts 
(i.e., those with 9-11 ye~rs. of sch?~l) was 
almost 3 times larger Wlthm the Jail than 
the general population. At a higher level, 
only about 1 in 10 inmates-again, rela­
tively more females than males-had com­
pleted at least a year of college, compared 
with 3 of 10 females and 4 of 10 males 
within the adult population as a whole. 
Overall the inmates had a median of 
about io years of school, as against 13 
years for adults in general. 

There was some indication that white 
inmates had a higher level of education 
than blacks, the proportions with at least a 
high school education being 40 and 37 per­
cent, respectively. Of the fQuriargest r~ce­
sex groups in the inmate population, , 

Maritell status of inmates and U.S. population age 18-54, 
by rac,a and sex 
(Percent distribution) -

White Black 

Male Female Male Female 
-

Marital status Jail U.S. Jail U.S. Jail U.S. ,Jail U.S. . 
Total 100 100 10Q 100 100 100 100 100 

Married 23 66 25 69 19 46 13 40 

Separated or 
27 6 34 10 17 14 26 22 

divorced 
Widowed '1 0 4 2 2 1 4 4 

Never married 49 27 36 19 62 39 57 34 

Note: Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. 

Figure 6 

Inmates with dependents, by race and sex 

White Black 

Item Male Female Male Female 

Percent with dependents 41 37 4fl 58 

Median number 2.5 2.0 2.ir 2.3 

Figure 7 
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Educational attainment 
of inmates 
and U.S. population, 
by sex 

o Male inmates 

• U.S. males age 18-54 

III Female inmates 

• U.S. females age 18-54 

8th grade or iess 

F.: ,I 

• III • 
9th-11 th grade 

LV·;;: '.<;} I --12th grade 

I;:,···· .. ·;.;·;/,;j 

College or higher 

m • 
lIB 
a 

Figure 8 

white females had the highest concen­
tration of persons with at least high school 
diplomas (Figure 9). 

A fourth were military veterans 

One-fourth of the inmates-virtually all of 
them male-were veterans of the Armed 
Forces, a proportion well below the two­
fifths representation of military veterans 
age 18 and over in the U.S. male popula­
tion, but the proportions varied markedly 
by specific age group6 (Figure 10). 
Between 18 and 24 years of age, the 
proportion of veterans was about twice as 
high in the inmate population as in the 
generai population, but it was much lower 
for inmates age 25 and over. Thus, the age 
group that showed an overrepresentation 
of veterans injail was composed largely of 
those who had joined the Armed Forces 
as volunteers afterthe end ofthe draft and 
the end of U.S. military involvement in 
Vietnam.7 Black inmates were less likely 
than white inmates to be veterans: 2 in 
every 10 black inmates, compared with 3 
out of every 10 white inmates, had served 
in the military. 

Most women had not worked 

Among inmates-particularly women­
the lack of gainful employment prior 
to arrest was very high. About 2 of every 5 
males were not working at the time oftheir 
admission to jail; the 3 out of 5 who were 
working included 12 percent with only a . 
part-time job. Among the general male 
population, 84 percent in the 18-54 age 
group were employed, including only 3 

6Statements on veterans, whether in jail or in the 
general population, are based on figures pertaining 
solely Ie males, because only 1 percent ofthe female 
inmates were veterans. 

7See Appendix 1II, under the entry "military ser­
vice," for an explanatory noie on Vietnam service. 

Educational attainment o·f inmates, by race and sex 
(Percent distribution) 

Highest White Black 
grade completed Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
No diploma 59 60 55 63 63 61 
0-8 22 22 14 15 16 11 
9-11 38 38 41 48 47 50 

With diploma 40 40 45 37 37 38 
12 31 31 33 27 28 27 
13 or more 10 10 12 10 9 12 

Nole: Detail. may not add to total shown because of rounding. 

FIgure 9 

percent limited to part-time work (Fig­
ure 11). Nearly two-thirds of the inmates' 
without jobs were actively seeking work, 
compared with a little over a third of 
the corresponding group of U.S. mal'es. 

The proportion of women inmates with­
out a job prior to being jailed was partic­
ularly high-fully 2 of every ), compared, 

Military service 
among male inmates 
and U.S. males, 
by age 

• Male inmates 

L.J U.S. males age 18 and over 

I I I I I I 1 I I I 

60 and over 

50-59 

45-49 

35-39 , 

30-34 

25-29 

20-24 -~ 
18-19 

• I 

I I I 
o 
Percent 

Figure 10 
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Employment status 
of Inm.ates 
and U.S. pop~lation" 
by sex 

Male inmates 
U.S. males age 18-54 

Female inmates * 
U.S. females age 18-54 

Employed full time 

k I 

Employed part time 
r::rf'1 w~ 
I 
II -Looking for work 

@i2l1J • Will • 
Not looking for work 

~ • 
* 

1 I I I I I I I 
50 

Percent 
100 

*1 % not reported. 
NOle: Detail may not add 
to 100% because of rounding. 

Figure 11 
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with less than half the general female 
population. Among black women in jail, 
71 percent ,had been without work (Figure 
12). The proportion of nonworking female 
inmates looking for a job was higqer for 
blacks than whites-about a half to' two­
fifths. In the general population, only 1 in 
10 nonworking women had been seeking 
work. 

Very low incomes prevailed 

A markedly poor income for the year prior 
to arrest was linked to high unemploy­
ment among inmates. Among the esti. 
mated 45 percent of male inmates who 
had an annual income under $3,000, 7 per-

6 

Employment ~tatus of inmates, by race and sex 
(Percenldistrlbuiion) 

.' 'Employment All races' White. 
status Male Female Male Female 

Total e, 100 1,00 100 100 
Working 58 33 58 37 
Fulltime 46 26 48 32 
Parttime 12 6 11 5 

i~ot' working 42 66 41 82 
Seeking work 27 31 25 26 
Not seeking 
work 15 35 16 36 

Not r.eported 0 0 

Nole; Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 
"ncludi!s data 'on members 9f races other than white and black. 

Figure 12 

Income of inmates 
and U.S. population, 
by sex 

Male 

100 
58 
43 
15 
42 
29 

13 
Ci 

cent said they had no· income8 (Figure 
13). In contrast, all U.S. males age 18-54 
had only 15 percent in the under-$3,000 
bracket, including 3 percent with no 
income. For male inmates with income, 
the median amount was roughly a third of 
that for the general population-about 
$3,800 to $11,700. The median for all 
inmates-$3,714-was near "poverty 
level" as defined by the U.S. Govern­
menU 

i1 Male inmates* . . 
• U.S. males age 1S-5i ,~ 

The income gap between women in jail 
and women in gen~ral was not as great as 
in the case of males. The proportion of 
women with an income under $3,000 or 
with no income was roughly three-fifths 
for female inmates and one-half for 
women in general. In both segments, the 
proportion that had received no income 
was larger than that of males, but it was 
much higher for civilian women than for 
those in jail-24 vs. 9 percent. Among 
females with any income, the median was 
$2,400 for those injail vs. about $5,000 for 
the general female population. 

Injails as in the general population, blacks 
had lower incomes than whites. Among 
male inmates, about half the blacks, 
compared with two-fifths of the whites 
had incomes under $3,000 or no incom~ 
(Figure 14). Apparent differences 
between the income distribution of white 
and black female inmates were not statis­
tically significant. 

An important factor related to the low 
income of jail inmates was their rt:lative 
youthfulness. The preadmission median 
income of men injail was about two-fifths 
that for males age 18-34 in the general 
population; for female inmates it was 
about half that of their civilian counter. 
parts in that age group. 

II!l Female inmates** 
• U.S. females age 18-54 

$10,000 or more. 

~ 

m --$3,000-$9,999 

&ej}fi4ii:'ltittll 
! 

\BIIIII 
5 

Under $3,000 

Il?ifily¥/jz1lW's;1 

• 
No income 

~ • II -I II I 

Black 
Female 

100 
28 
21 

7 
71 
36 

35 
1 

8Sll!.tements on the income of inmates are based 
upon ihe estimated 95 percent who responded tQ the 
income question. 

o 50 
Percent 

100 

9The 1977 "poverty level" annual income was 
$3,147 for unrelated individuals age 14-64; for a 2-
person family it was $4,054. Forfigures pertaining to 

. 'iarger family groups, see Appendix III under 
"poverty level." " '. 

*5% unknown. 
**6% unknown. 
Note; Detail may not add 
to 100% because of ~,ounding . 
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Income of inmates, by race and S1tX 
(Percent distribution) 

White Black 
Income level Male Female Male Female 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Without income 6 9 7 8 

With income 90 85 87 85 lUnde, $3,000 35 47 42 52 
$3,000-$9,999 38 30 35 27 
$10,000+ 17 8 10 6 

. Median income $4,288 $2,594 $3,158 $2,254 

Not reported 4 6 6 7 

Figure 14 

Income of inmates, by sex and main source 
(Percent distribution) 

---." 
Welfare, social No independ-

Wages security, and ent income 
c. and unemployment (including Illegal 

Income level Total salaries benefits borrowing) activities 

MaleS 100 70 11 14 4 
Under $3,000 100 53 16 27 3 
$3,000+ 100 87 7 1 4 

$3,000-$9,999 100 86 9 2 3 
$10,000+ 100 88 2 1 7 

Females 100 36 30 , .25 6 
Under $3,000 100 26 33 37 3 
$3,000+ 100 54 27 5 11 

$3,000-$9,999 100 55 33 6 5 
$10,000".1- 100 49 5 2 37 

-
Note; Dlstrlbutibn does' not add to 100 percent because of the exclusIon. 
of data on "other" maIn sources and on sources not reported. 

Figure 16 

High degree of economic 
Insecurity 

Roughly 1 in every 4 inmates had no 
source of income prior to admission or was 
dependent on payments from welfare, 
social security, or unemployment bene­
fits. Another 4 percent reported that their 
main source ofincome was illegal. For the 
remaining 7 out of every 10 inmates the 
main source of income was either a wage 
or salary. For YlOmen, the proportion 
depending mainly on welfare, unemploy· 
ment, or social security benefits was far 
greater than for men (30 vs. 11 percent); 
relatively more women than men (25 vs. 
14 percent) depended mainly on resources 
provided by family or friends, or on loans. 

Predictably, dependence on resources 
other than wages or salaries was highest 
among persons below the poverty level. 
About 44 percent of all inmates with. 
incomes below $3,000 (including those 
with no income) were chiefly dependent 
on welfare, social security, or unemploy­
ment benefits (17 percent) or were sup: 
ported by family or friends (27 percent). 
Among females in the under-$3,000 cate­
gory, the number with income from these 
sources was strikingly high: 7 in eveIY. 10. 
Over $3,000, the proportion of inmates 
who had been dependent on welfare or 
other social benefits and on loansl 
donations approximated 8 percent for 

. males and 33 percent for females. 

A slightly larger proportion of women The main source of income for the over. 
than men admitted that tb~ir main income whelming mlijority of men in the highest 
was from illegal activities. In relative income bracket-$10,OOO or more-was 
terms, only about half as many w()men as salary or wages, but only about half the 
men received a wage or salary. women in this bracket derived their 
Generally, black women showed a higher income chiefly from those sources (Figure 
dependence than white women on income 16). There was some indication that a 
other than wages or salaries, almost twice lower proportion (37 percent) of the 
as mgh in the case of unemployment or women in this bracket admitted that their 
social welfare funds. The proportion of income was chiefly from illegal activities. 
females dependent on illegal income was ; Only 7 percent of the men said they had 
not significantly different for the two races . relied mainly on illegal income. 
(Figure 15). 

Main Income source 
of Inmates, 
by sex and race 

• White males • Black males 

• White females 

fi1 ~ ... \ Black females 

I I I I I I I I I 
,:,..:\\ 
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• • -~ 
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Drug and alcohol 
abuse 

About a fifth of the Nation's 91,400 con­
victed jail inmates had been under the 
influence of drugs at the time they com­
mitted the crime that led to their incar­
ceration, and 28 percent had consumed 
heavy amounts of alcoholic beverages. to 
During their lifetimes, however, some 
two-thirds of all inmates had taken drugs 
at least once, including about 40 percent 
who had been addicts, or daily users; 8 
percent who had used drugs less than daily 
but at least weekly; and about a fifth who 
had \laken drugs less than weekly. Heroin 

" had been taken on a daily basis more 
widely thal1 any substance except mari­
juana. The sharpest contrasts in the pat­
terns of drug use among persons of the 
opposit,e sex or differing race were asso­
ciated with heroin. 

Women h,mates more likely 
heroin ad,dicts 

One-fourth ofthe women confined in local 
jails had betm addicted to heroin at some 

. time in their lives. This addiction rate no-
tably exceeded that for male inmates, only 
14 percent of whom said they had used' 
heroin daily. The rate for black women 
was somewhat higher than that for white 
women, 29 vs. 22 percent (Figure 17). 
However, the .apparent difference be­
tween the addiction rates for white and 
black males was not statistically signifi­
cant. The overall heroin addiction rate for 
all inmates was 15 percent, but about 1 in 
every ~ had tried the drug at least once. 

Within each race, the use of heroin on a 
weekly or more frequent basis was more 
prevalent among women than men. How­
ever, the higher rate of daily/weekly drug 
use by women inmatt\s was true only of 
heroin. For methadone (outside a treat­
ment program), cocaine, amphetamines, 
LSD, PCP, and other drugs, the propor­
tion of males who had been weekly 0; 
daily users either did not differ from or 
exceeded that among females (Figure 18). 

tllJ'he proportions cited include an estimated 6,300 
inmates, or 7 percent of the total convicted popu­
lation, who had used both drugs and heavy amounts 
of alcoholic beverages simultaneously. 
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Marijuana used most widely 

Other than heroin, marijuana was the only 
- substance that a relatively high proportion 

of inmates had used on a weekly or daily 
basis. As might be expected, it was used 
far more widely than the other drugs, tried 
at least once by some two-thirds of all jail 
inmates and used at least weekly by 2 of 
every 5. Proportionately more males than 
females had used marijuana on a weekly I 

or daily basis. 

Cocaine and barbiturates each had been 
tried at least once by about 3 of every 10 
inmates, with males and females involved 
at rates that did not differ. LSD had been 
tried by 21 percent ofthe inmates, PCP by 
16 percent, and illicit methadone by 7 per­
cent. The numbers of inmates who had 
taken any of these drugs on a weekly or 
daily basis were generally far lower than 
for occasional users. 

The proportions of whites and blacks who 
had taken heroin at least once did not 
differ significantly, but relatively more 
blacks used it at least weekly, though by 
only a slight margin. For each of the other 
drugs, whites were somewhat more likely 
than blacks to have used the substances at 
least once in a lifetime. Marijuana, 
amphetamines, barbiturates, LSD, and 
PCP each had been used at least weekly by 
relatively more whites than blacks, while, 
the rate of daily or weekly usage of cocaine 
and methadone did not differ for each 
race. 

One in five under drug influence 
at time of crime 

Among convicted inmates, women were 
more likely than men to have been under 
the influence of heroin at the time they 
committed the offense that led to their 
jailing. About 1 in every 8 women said that 
they were under the influence of heroin, 
whether alone or in combination with one 
or more other su'bstances (Figure 19). For 
males, the ratio was roughly 1 in 17. 

Considering drugs of all types, roughly a 
fifth of all convicted inmates said that they 
were under the influence of drugs when 
committing their crime. This overall pro­
portion did not differ for men and women, 
but it is somewhat higher (or whites than 
for blacks-23 vs. 18 percent. 

Drinking more prevalent 
among white males 

Roughly a fourth of all convicted inmates 
had consumed heavy amounts of alcoholic 
beverages-the equivalent of 8 cans of 
beer, 7 glasses of wine, or 9 ounces or 
liquor-just before committing their 
offense. ll An additional 16 percent had 
consumed smaller amounts. ,; 

\, 

The proportion of whites who had been 
drinking heaVily at the time of their of­
fense was almost i,.5 times greater than 
that: of blacks .. About half of all' white 
males had consumed some alcohol at the 
time, including 37 percent who had im­
bibed heavily. By contrast, 17 percent of 
the black females indicated they had been 
drinking, including only 4 percent who 
had reached the heavy drinking stage 
(Figure 20). 

11 Although the amounts described are excessive, 
the respondents were not asked t~e length of time 
involved. It is likely that in at least some cases tho 
liquor was consumed over a period of many hours or 
even more than one day: 

Daily heroin use 
by inmates, 
by race and sex 

(Percent of all inmates who 
had used heroin on a daily 
basis at some point 
in lifetime) 

White males 

Black males 

White females 

r 
Black females 
11iIII1,!" WIll 

I I I I I I 
0 10 20 30 40 50 
Percent 

Figure 17 

Drug usage by Inmates, by type of drug, 
frequency, and sex 
(Percent of Inmates) 

Used drugs 
Ever used drugs daily or weekly 

Type of drug Male 

Any drug 69 
Heroin 25 
Methadone1 7 
Cocaine 29 
Marijuana 66 
Amphetamines 31 
Barbiturates 30 
LSD 21 
PCP 16 
Other drugs 4 

1 Outside a treatment program. 

Figure 18 

Drug influence 
at time of offense, 
by race and sex 
~.,~------------------~--~ 

(Percent of convicted 
inmates under influence) 

III Heroin used alone 
or in connection 
with other drugs 

• All other drugs 

White 

~ 

Ii • 
Black 

~ 

Male 

e 

Female 
r\}t;Xt:;';~*1 
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Percent 

Figure 19 

Female Male Female 

64 48 48 
35 16 27 

9 2 2 
29 8 8 
59 41 31 
27 12 13 
28 10 12 
17 6 4 
12 4 2 
3 2 2 

Alcohol consumption 
just before offense, 
by race and sex 

(Percent of convicted 
inmates who drank 
the equivalent of at least 
4 ounces of pure alcohol) 

White males 

Black males 

White females 

Black females 

III 

I I I I I~ 
a 10 20 30 40 50 
Percent 

Figure 20 
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Appendix I 

Data tables 

Inmates of local jails: 
1. By selected sociodemographic 

characteristics, 12 
i. By detention status, race, and 

sex, 13 
3. By detention status, sex, and' 

Hispanic origin, 13 
4. By selected prearrest employment 

and income characteristics, race, and 
sex, 14 

5. By prearrest annual income, main 
source of income, and sex, 15 

6. By lifetime drug experience, race, 
and sex,16 

Convicted Inmates of local jails: 
7. By whether under drug influence 

at time of offense, type of drug, race, 
and sex, 17 

8. By whether alcoholic beverage 
consumed just prior to offense, race, 
and sex, 17 

11 
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Table 1 Inmates of local J.lIs; 
by selected soclodemognlphlc 
characteristics 

All races White Black All other races 
Characteristic Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Total 158,394 148,839 9,555 89,418 34,752 4,666 65,104 60,4H 4,630 3,873 3,614 259 

Age 
Under 30 110,166 103,204 6,962 60,581 57,322 3,259 46,78B 43,291 3,497 2,796 2,591 205 

Under 20 24,860 23,491 1,369 14,742 13,995 747 9,533 8,954 579 585 542 43 
20-2!4 52,277 49,087 3,190 29,934 28,429 1,505 21,040 19,479 1,561 1,303 1,180 123 
25-29 33,029 30,626 2,403 15,906 14,899 1,007 16,215 14,858 1,357 908 869 39 

30 and over 48,228 45,635 2,593 28,836 27,430 1,407 18,316 17,183 1,133 1,076 1,023 54 
30-34 18,827 17,665 1,162 10,503 9,934 569 7,814 7,259 555 510 472 38 
35-54 25,941 24,636 1,305 15,856 15,098 758 9,518 8,987 '532 566 551 16 
.55 and over 3,460 3,334 126 2.477 2,397 RO 984 937 46 0 0 .0 

Median age 25.31 25.30 25.45 25.01 24.99 25.40 25.61 25.6i' 25.64 25.26 25.49 23.49 

Marital status 
Married 33,648 31,802 1,846 20,751 19,568 1,183 11 ,867 11 ,267 599 1,030 966 63 
Separated or divorced 36,913 34,065 2,848 24,405 22,805 1,600 11 ,385 10,201 1,184 1,124 1,059 65 
Widowed 2,647 2,245 403 1,073 867 207 1,563 1,378 185 11 0 11 
Never married 85,128 80,686 4,442 43,178 ·41,512 1,666 40,242 37,585 2,657 1,708 1,589 119 
Not reported 58 42 16 10 0 10 48 42 6 0 0 '0 

Dependentsf,t time of admission 
With depend?nts 68,602 64,099 4,503 36,644 34,941 1,703 30,194 27,516 2,678 1,764 1,642 122 

'Meelian number 2.5 2.6 2.2 2.5 2.5 2.0 2.6 2.7 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.4 
Mean'numb£r 2.4 2.5 2.1 2.4 2.4 1.9 2.5 2.6 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 

Without dependents 88,441 83,522 4,918 52,094 49,189 2,904 34,290 32,403 1,887 2,057 1,930 127 
Not reported 1,351 1,218 133 680 621 53 619 555 65 52 42 10 

Highest grade of school completed 
., 1,205 0'-8 29,987 28,782 19,375 18,719 656 9,878 9,366 511 734 696 38 

9-11 66,278 61,926 4,352 33,709 31,793 1,917 31,045 28,722 2,323 1,524 1,412 113 
12 46,738 43,925 2,813 27,531 26,012 1,519 17,887 16,653 1,234 1,320 1,260 60 
13 or more 15,205 14,047 1,158 8,632 8,069 563 6,278 5,732 546 295 246'.'- 48 
Not reported 187 159 27 170 159 11 16 0 16 0 0 0 
Median grade 10.2 10.2 10.5 10.2 10.2 10.6 10.2 10.2 10.3 10.4 10.4 10.4 

Mili tary service 
"No service 113,486 109,044 9,442 62,716 58,136 4,580 52,942 48,339 4,603 2,828 7..,569 259 
Service 39,861 39,753 108 26,696 26,616 81) 12,120 12,092 27 1,045 1,04,5 0 
Not reported 48 42 5 5 0 5 42 42 '0 0 0 0 

NOTE: Detail lI)ay not add to total shown because of rounding that takes place in, the estimation procedure. Estimi1;tes of less than 300 on all inm~tes (and 
male inmates) and of less than 100 on female inmates are based on too few sample cases to be statistically r~iable. 
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Table 2 Inmates of local jails, 
by detention status, race, 
and sex 

All races White Black All other races 
Detention status Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Total 158,394 148,839 9,,555 89,418 84,752 4,666 65,104 60,474 4,630 3,873 3,614 259 
Unconvicted 66,936 62,863 4,074 36,677 34,642 2,035 28,799 26,865 1,934 1,460 1,355 105 

Not yet arraigned 16,750 15,412 1,338 10,441 9,721 720 5,943 5,380 563 366 311 (~55 

Arraigned and awaiting or on trial 50,103 47,367 2,736 26,236 ,24,921 1,315 22,773 21,401 1,371 1,094 1,045 ' ,I " 50 
Arraignment status not reported 83 83 0 0 0 0 83 83 0 0 0 0 

Convicted 91,411 85,935 5,476 52,698 50,068 2,631 36,300 33,609 2,691 2,412 2,259 154 
Awaiting sentence 12,359 11,560 79.8 6,998 6,618 380 5,057 4,653 403 304 289 15 
Sentenced 79,052 74,374 4,678 45,701 43,449 2,251 31,243 28,955 2,288 2,108 1,970 139 

To local facility 57,306 53,647 3,659 34,321 32,547 1,774 21,264 19,508 1,'756 1,721 1,593 128 
To non'-local facility 11,542 10,874 668 6,026 5,726 293 5,389 5,024 365 134 123 10 
Facility not reported 10,204 .9,,854 351 5,360 5,176 184 4,591 4,424 167 254 254 0 

Not,l;eported 47 42 5 42 42 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 
,---' 

NOTE: DetaH'may not add to total shown because of rounding that takes place in the estimation procedure. Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and 
male inmates) and of less than 100 on female inmates are based on too few sample cases to be statistically reliable. 

Table 3 Inmates of local jajls, 
by detention status, sex, 
and Hispanic origin 

Both sexes Male Female 
Non- Non- Non-

Detention status Tot?} Hispanic Hispanic Total Hispanic Hispanic Total Hispanic Hlispanic 

Total 158,391 16,349 142,045 148,839 15,667 133,172 9,555 682 8,873 

Unconvicted 66,936 7,042 59,895 62,863 6,767 56,095 4,074 275 3,799 
Not yet arraigned 16;750 1,616 15,133 15,412 1,565 13,847 1,338 51 1,286 
Arraigned and awaiting or on trilll 50,103 '5,425 44,678 47,367 5,202 42,165 2,736 223 2,513 
Arraignment status not reported 83 0 83 83 0 83 0 0 0 

Convicted 91,411 9,266 82,145 85,935 8,858 77 ,0.77 5,476 407 5,069 
Awaiting sentence 12,359 1,158 11,201 11,560 1,097 10,464 798 61 737 
Sentenced 79;052 8,108 70,944 74,374 7,762 ' 66,613 4,678' 346 4,331 

To local facility 57,306 6,llO 51,196 53,647 5,845 47,802 3,659 265 3,394 
To non10cal facility 11,542 1,099 10,443 10,874 1,032 9,842 668 67 602 
Facility not .rf;!>or.teq 10,204 900 9,304 9,854 ,835 8,969 351 15 336 

Not reported 47 42 5 42 42 0 5 0 5 

'NQTE: Detail may not add to tot.al shown because of rounding tilat takes place in the estimation procedure. Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and 
, male inmates) and of less' than 100 on female inmates .are based on too few sample cases to be statistically reliable. 
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Table 4 Inmates of IOCIII jalll, , 
by ... ectedp .......... employment 

,,' end Income 'characteristics, 
1'1IC8. end HX 

All races White l3!ack All other races 
Characteristic Total Male Female Total Male Female Total' Male Female Tota! Male Female 

Total 158,394 148,839 9,555 89,418 84,752 4,666 ' 65,104 60,474 4,630 3,873 3,614 259 

Employment status 
Working 89,526 86,409 3,117 51,193 49,467 1,726 36,,195 34,893 1,303 2,138 2,050 88 

Full-time 70,574 68,075 2,499 42,022 40,546 1,476 26,920 25,951 969 1,632 1,578 54 
Part-time 18,953 18,335 618 9,171 8,921 250 9,275 8,941 334 506 472 33 

Not working 68,101 61,770 6,331 37,858 34,961 2,897 28,555 25,287 3,268 1,688 1,522 166 
Looking for work 42,426 39,468 2,,1)57 22,379 21,152 1,227 19,123 17,479 1,644 924 837 87 
Not looking for work 25,461 22,093 3,368 15,394 13,725 1,670 9,303 7,684 1,619 764 684 80 
Not reported 214 209 5 84 84 0 129 124 5 0 0 0 

Not reported 767 660 107 366 324 43 354 294 60 47 42 5 

Annual income 
With income 139,789 131,689 8,099 80,004 76,040 3,964 56,495 52,566 3,931 3,'290 3,084 206 

Less than $3,000 61,594 56,869 4,725 32,216 30,018 2,198 27,994 25,578 2,417 1,384 1,273 llO 
Less than $1,000 29,153 26,682 2,471 15,688 14,458 1,230 12,927 11,737 1,191 538 487 51 
$1,000':$1,999 15,306 14,207 1,099 7,651 7,215 436 7,249 6,629 620 406 363 42 
$2,000-$'2,999 17,135 15,980 1,155 8,877 8,345 532 7,818 7,212 606 440 423 17 

$3,000-$9,999 56,802 54,076 2,725 33,412 32,010 1,402 22,137 20,898 1,239 1,253 1,169 85 
$3,000-$5,999 34,870 32,804 2,065 19,726 18,636 1,090 14,319 13,408 911 825 761 65 
$6,000-$9,999 21,932 21,272 660 13,686 13,374 311 7,818 7,489 328 428 408 20 

$10,000 or more 21,393 20,744 649 14,376 14,012 364 6,364 6,090 275 653 642 11 
Without income 10,659 9,807 852 5,796 5,357 439 4,512 4,125 387 351 325 26 
Not reported 7,947 7,343 604 3,618 3,355 263 4,097 3,784 313 232 204 27 
Median income $3,714, $3,821 $2,416 $4,184 $4,288 $2,594 $2,986 $3,158 $2,254 $3,944 $4,004 $2,588 

Main source of income 
Wages and salaries 107,845 104,448 3,397 63,851 61,976 1,875 41,589 40,157 1,432 2,404 2,315 89 
Transfer payments' 18,966 1~,100 2,866 9,198 8,203 995 9,356 7,571 1,785 412 326 86 
No independent income' 22,380 20,030 2,350 ll,285 9.954 1,332 10,336 9,382 954 759 695 64 
Illegal income 5,814 5,229 585 3,352 3,061 292 2,342 2,054 288 ll9 114 5 
Other 1,826 1,660 167 917 814 103 783 724 59 127 122 5 
Not reported 1,564 1,373 191 1Jl4 746 69 697 585 112 52 42 10, 

NOTE: Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding that takes place in the estimation procedure. - ;Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and 
male inmates) and of less than 100 on female inmates are based on too few !!ample cases to be statistically reliable. 

'Social security, unemployment benefits, education grants, and welfare. 
'Includes borrowing from and support by family or friends. 
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Table 5 Inmate. of local jeU., ): , by prearrat ennU8llncome, 
melnaource of Income, end AX 

',,\ 

Wages and Transfer No independent Illegal Not 

Prearrest annual income Total salaries payments I income' income other reported 

Total 158,394 107,845 18,966 22,380 5,814 1,826 1,565 

With income 139,789 103,810 13,261 10,349 5,497 1,658 214 
Less than $3,000 61,594 37',087 12,157 9,100 2,305 791 153 

Less than $1,000 29,153 15,433 5,,606 6,122 1,301 587 105 

$1,000-$1,999 15,306 Hi,077 2,809 1,755 649 17 0 
$2,000-$2,999 17,135 11,577 3,742 1,224 356 188 48 

$3, 00Q-$9, 999 56,1102 48,135 5,731 1,028 (,496 395 16 
$3,000-$5,999 34,870 28,322 4,641 729 819 349 10 
$6,000-$ 9,999 21,932 19,813 1,091 299 677 47 5 

$10 ,000 or more 21,393 18,587 372 221 1,696 471 46 
Without income 10;659 0 0 10,659 0 0 0 

.,~qt re~orted 7,947 4,035 705 1,372 317 168 1,350 
Median income $3,714 $4,569 $2,190 '$844 $4,623 $3,324 $2,043 

,Male 148,839 104,448 16,100 20,030 5,229 1,660 1,373 
With income 131,689 100,556 15,522 8,954 4,966 1,524 166 

Less than $3,000 56,869 35,646 10,340 7,884 2,144 730 126 
Less than $1,000 26,682 14,804 4,837 5,205 1,189 565 84 
$1,000-$1,999 14,207 9,624 2,354 1,602 627 0 0 
$2,000-$2,999 15,980 11,219 3,149 1;078 328 165 42 

$3,000-$9,999 54,076 46,643 4,844 861 1,366 361 a 
$3,000-$5,999 32,804 27,320 3,819 585 760 321 0 
$6,000-$9,'199 ,": 21,272 19,324 1,025 276 606 41 0 

$10,000 or more 20,744 18,267 338 209 1,456 433 41 
Without income 9,807 0 {) 9,807 0 0 0 
Not reported 7,343 3,892 578 1,269 263 136 1,207 
Median income $3,821 $4,606 $2,180 $859 $4,339 $3,300 $993 

Female 9,555" 3,397 2,866 2,350 585' 167 191 
With income 8,099 3,254 2,739 1,395 530 135 48 

Less than $3,000 4,725 1,441 1,818 1,216 161 62 27 
Less than $1,000 2,471 629 769 917 112 22 21 
$1,000-$1,999 1,099 454 455 152 21 17 0 
$2,000-$2,999 1,155 359 594 146 28 23 6 

$3,000-$9,999 2,7?5 1,492 887 167 130 34 16 
$3,000-$5,999 2,065, 1 ,002 822 144 59 28 10 
$6,000-$9,999 660 490 66 22 71 6 5 , ' 

$10,000 or more 649 320 34 12 239 39 5 
Without income 852 0 0 852 0 0 0 
Not reported 604 143 127 103 5? 32 143 
Median income $2,416 $3,554 $2,244 $760 $8,530 $3,607 $2,452 

NOTE: Detail may not add,to total shown because of rounding that takes place in the estimation procedure. Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and 
male inmates) and of less than 100 ,on female inmates are based on too few sample cases to be ,statistically reliable. 

I Social securit.y." Unempl9yinent ben~fits, educatign grants, and wEHfare'; 
'Includes bortovdng from and support by faniily or friends. 
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Table 6 Inmates of local jan •• 
by lI"'tlme drug experience. 
race. lind sex 

Type and frequency 
, of drug Total 

All races 
Male Female 

White 
Total Male Female 

Black All other races 
Total Male Female Total Male Female 

o 

Total 158,394 148,859 9.555 89,418 84,752 

Never uded 43,486 45,274 3,213 26,186 24,690 
Used drugs /,"rO,8,124 101,992 6,132 62,442 59,362 

Daily, ,/ ;?3,174 59,013 4,161 38,953 36,797 
Weekly 'i-" 1(12,256 11,851 405 6,086 5,941 
Less than wee/fly' I'j 32;694 31,128 1,566 17,403 16,624 

Heroin \\" _ -:J41, 260 37,905 3,355 22,888 21,372 
Daily .. ~;.,-' 23,223 20,805 2,418 12,276 11,231 
Weekly 2,592 2,446 146 1,364 1,318 
Less than weekly' 15,445 14,654 791 9,248 8,823 

Methadone 1l,369 10,547 8?2 7,471 6,951 
Daily 1,172 1,034 138 ,,';,588 503 
Weekly 1,607 1,512 95 i",174 1,112 
Less than weekly' 8,590 8,001 589 5:,709 5,336 

Cocaine 45',970 43,164 2,805 28,656 27,188 
.Daily 8,847 8,348 499 4,939 4,679 
Weekly 4,542 4,300 242 2,955 2,849 
Less than weekly' 32,581 30,516 2,064 20,762 19,660 

Marijuana '104,405 98,809 5,596 60,964 58,034 
Daily 50,576 48;296 Z;280 31,940 30,663 
Weekiy '.", 13,333 12,689 645 6,1'41 6,446 
Less than weekly i 40,496 37,824 2,671 22,283 20,925 

Amphetamines 48,698 46,086 2,612 35,626 33,891 
Daily' 16,021 14,915 1,106 12,919 12,108 
Weekly 3,650 3,492 159 2,491 2,397 
Less than weekly' 29,027 27,679 1,347 20,216 19,386 

Barbiturates 46,917 44,246 2,671 33,259 31,534 
mmy 12,385 11,454 931 9,635 8,981 
Weekly 3,601' 3,408 193 2,724 2,558 
Less than Weekly' 30,931 29,384 1,547 20,900 19,995 

LSD" 33,298 31,635 1,664 26,921 25,602 
Daily 5,681 5,394 287 4,808 4,581 
Weekly 3,039 2,970 69 2,701 2,64Z 

"Less tha!l weekly 24,578 23,271 1,308 19,412 18,379 
PCP" 25,557 24,377 1,181 19,770 18,874 

Daily 4,285 4,104 181 3,241 3,128 
Weekly 1,290 1,253, 36 1.,135 1,099 

4,666 

1 ,496 
3,080 
2,155 

146 
779 

1,516 
1,045 

46 
425 
520 

85 
62 

373 
1,468 

261 
,.105 

1,102 
2,930 
1,277 

294 
1,359 
1,735 

8ll 
95 

829 
1,725 

654 
166 
905 

1,319 
227 

59 
1,033 

897 
ll3 
36 

Less than weekly 19,982 19,020 964 15,394 ,:, 14,647 748 
Other drugs" 6,424 6,154 270 5,172 4,977 195 

Daily 2,607 2,448 159 1,954 1,853 101 
Weekly 450 419 30 '365 334 31 
Less than we~kly ,! ,3,367 3,287 81 2,853 2,790 63 

65,104 

21,330 
42,831 
22,826 

5.,987 
14,018 
17,640 
10,576 
1,2~2 
5,842 
3,583 

563 
433 

2,582 
16,172 
3,699 
1,44'} 

11 ,024 
40,722 
17,457 
6,379 

16,886 
11,551 
2,731 

936 
7,884 

12,042 
2,405 

825 
8,812 
5,233 

681 
292 

4,260 
4,815 

945 
154 

3,716 
1',163 

606, 
85 

472 

60,4cr4 4,630 

19,684 1,646 
39,957 2,875 
20,909 1,917 

5,744 243 
13,304 715 
15,889 1,751 

9,255 1,321 
1,127 95 
5,507 335 
3,307 276 

520 48 
400 33 

2,387 195 
14,908 1,263 

3,46.0 238 
1,329 120 

10,119 905 
38,224 2,498 
16,498 959 

6,040 339 
15,686 1,200 
10,769 782 
2,472 258 

878 59 
7,419 465 

11,187 855 
2,160 245 

797 28 
8',230 582 
4,969 265 

643 39 
286 5 

4,040 221 
4,585 229 

887 57 
155 0 

3,543 172 
1,093 70 

554 53 
84 0 

455 17 
833. 110 

3,873 3,614 ~59 

970 899 :n 
2,850 2,673 178 
1,397 1,307 90 

178 161 17 
1,275 1,205 71 

732 644 88 
371 320 51 

6 0 5 
355 324 32 
315 289 26 

16 11 5 
0 0 0 

299 278 21 
1,142 1,067 74 

209 209 0 
139 121 17 
794 737 57 

2,719 2,552 167 
! ,179 1,135 44 

213 202 11 
1,327 1,215 112 
1,521 1,425 96 

372 336 37 
222 217 5 
927 872 54 ' 

1,615 1,524 90 
345 314 31 

52 52 0 
1,218 1,158 59 
1,143 1,064 80 

191 170 21 
47 42 5 

905 852 54 
973 918 54 
100 89 11 

0 0 0 
873 829 43 

89 84 5 
47 42 5 

0 0 0 
42 42 0 
52 42 10 Not reported ,1 I 1Ji4 1,,574, 210 ?B9 6?? 90 'HZ 

--------------~--~--~ __ --------~----7"'~,'-'------------~--~---------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTE: DetaUn;a'ynof addt~t~tal shownbecau~'of rounding that takes place in the estimation procedure. Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and 

male inmat~s)_ and of less th.an lOQ,p~l female inmates ar~;.! based on too few sample cases· to be st~tisticcil1y reliable. (! 

'Include.s insignificant numbers of ca,ses for which frequency of use was not reported. 
"Total may Inclu?~ an unspecified number of cases for which frequency of ,use was not reported. 
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Table 7 Convicted Inmates of lOcal jail. 
by whether under dRig Influence .t time of offenee, 
type of dRlg, race, and sex 

Drug influence Alfraces White Black All other races 
and type Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Total 91,411 85,935 5,476 ·52,69!! 50,068 2,631 36,300 33,609 2,691 2,412 2,259 154 

Under influence ~9,122 17,960 1,163 12,108 11 ,463 64~ 6,515 6,043 472 500 454 46 
Heroin only 3,659 3,219 440 2,423 2,174 249 1,210 1,045 165 25 0 25 
Marijuana only 5,963 5,855 109 3,374 3,310 63 2,334 2,294 39 256 250 6 
Other drugs anI y 4,415 4,171 244 3,141 3,000 141 1,1.50 1,051 97 124 119 5 
Multiple drugs 5,084 4,714 370 3,168 2,977 191 1,821 1,652 169 95 84 10 

Heroin and other 2,081 1,844 237 841 722 119 1,230 1,122 108 10 0 10 
All other combinations 3,002 2,870 133 2,327 2,255 72 591 531 61 84 84 0 

Not under infiu~nce 68,979 65, 030 3,949 38,749 36,988 1,761 28,406 26,320 2,086 1,824 1,721 102 
Not reported 3,309 ,2:,945 364 1,841- 1,616 225 1.,379 1,246 133 89 84 5 

NOTE: Detail may .not add to total shown because of rounding that takes place in the estimation procedure. Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and 
male inmates) and' f less than 100 on female inmates are based on too few sample cases to be statistically reliable. 

Table 8 Convicted inmate. of local jails, 
by whether alcohOlic bevemge consumed 
just prior to offense, ractt, and se1:: 

Alcohol consumed All races White Black All other races 

and amount Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Total 91,411 85,935 .5,476 52,698 50.068 2,631 36,300 33,609 2,691 2,412 2,259 154 

Consumed' 42,224 41,023 1,7.01 28,124 27,459 665 12,440 11,973 467 1,660 1,591 69 
Less than 4 ounces 14,793 1",,247 544 7,989 7,791 197 6,412 6,086 326 392 371 21 
4 ounces or more 25,415 24,890 527 18,674 18,303 373 5,473 5,366 106 1,268 1,220 48 
Amount unknown 2,016 1,886 ,,130 1,461 1,365 96 555 521 35 0 0 0 

Not consumed 46,775 42,664 4,111 23,148 21,263 1,886 22,923 20,777 2,H6 704 624 79 
Not reported 2,412 2,248 164 1,426 1,346 80 937 8m8 78 49 44 5 

NOTE: Detail ;may not add to total.shown because of ra.Hnding that takes place in the estimation procedure. Estimates of less than 300 on all inmates (and male 
inmates) and of less than 100 on female inmates are based on too few sample cases to be statistically reliable. 

'In ounce;; of ethanol (absolute alcohol). " 
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FORM SIJ·43 
It '·17-71' 

U.S. OEPAftTNENT OF Ct:>NNEftCE 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

ACTING AI COL.LECTING AGENT FO" THE 
LAW ENFO"CEMENT ASSIITANCE ADMINIIT .... TION 

U.S. OI!PARTNENT OF JUSTICE 

INMATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
SURVEY OF INMATES' OF LOCAL,JAILS 

Appendix II 

Questionnaire 

Form Approved' O.M.B. No 43-571010 
_onCE - The Information reported to the Census Bureau Is 
confidential by law(U.s.Code 42, section 3761). All Informa­

'lion which would permit ldenllfication of the Individual will 
be held strictly confidential, will be us~d only by persons 
enilled in and for the purposes of the survey, and will not 
be disclosed or relelsed to ,others for any oliler purpose. 

A; Regional office name 

B. Interviewer name 

C. Date of inter.view 

I Code 
I 
I 
I 

D. INSTITUTION NAME AND ADDRESS E. Noninterview reason 

(AFFIX LABEL) 

F. Name of inmate 

1 0 Bail - Type A 
2 0 In court - Type A 
3D Refusal (Inmate) - Type A 
40 Refusal (Jailer) - Type A 
50 'Released (after sampling day) - Type A 
6 0 Released(b~fore sampling day )- Type C 
70 Other - Speci';; 

INTRODUCTION - Hello. My name is (your nome). I am an interviewer for the United, States Bureou of the Census. 
The Census Bllreau is trying to leom more about local lails and is asking the following questians 
of about 6,000 inmares across the country. Your cooperotion in this survey is voluntory. There 
are no penalties for not answ~ring 011 or part of the questions. We would,oppreciate yllur helping 
us. Autharity to collect this 'informc:tion is granted by law (43 USC, section 3761). Also by law 
all information which would permit identification of the individual will be held strictly confidential 
(13 USC, section 9) and will be und only for Itatlstical purposes. 

Notes 

19 
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'lNl£R~I£WEti ~eFERENCE JTEM 

Curr!!nt offense(s): 

.~ I 1 

~ II 

(ooij I I 

Date admitte: to jail for above offense(s):@CD 
Month 

Notes 

m"eD 
Day Year 

PalO\e 2 

., 

~.,-",-.. --~-""""'---" 

.0 

\ 

(~I 

I 
~' 
( 
~ 
{ II 

"Wi XI,. 

1~ Sex .. 
2~. What I. your origin or de.cent? 

Show inmate flashcard ~. Enter code number in 
box and origin from flas card in space provided. 

;: 

~. Race - Fill by observation if possible , , 
,. 

+ 
; 

3. What is your date of birth? . 
, . ., 

4. Are you now married, wl~owed, divorced, 
"Pllrated, or never married? 
Married includes common law, separated 

; does NOT include·.separations due 
to Imprisonment. , 

5" What is tile high .. t year of regular school , you have completed? " 

" 

60. Did you ever serve in the u.s. Armed Forces? . 

b. What type of discharge did you receive? 

" 

7. How I am·'going to ask you some-qu .. tjans 
about why you are"now in jail. 

a. Are Y:lU in jail today because of a probation 
violation, a parole violation, on e.cape, or 
a bail jump? 

b. For what offense or offense. are you 
in jail? 
Anything el .. ? 

INTERVIEWER REMINDER: Be sure to probe 
for suffiCient detail for !arceny/theft. drug. or 
assaw/t offenses. 

c. When ,were you first .admitted to a jail 
for (Read offense(s) in 7b)? 0 

1@10Male, , . , 
I '20Female 

I 
I 

!@)Ol , 

I . 

:@ 1 o White 
20 Black 
30 American Indian or Alaskan Native 
40 Asian or Pacific Islander 
sOOther - Specify , 

Age ,. 

@[IJ IT] rn 
I . Month Day Year 

:8 1OMarrled 
I 2 o Widowed 
I 30 Divorced 
I 
I 4 0 Separated " I 

5 0 Never married I 
I 

I@ 0 0 Never attended or kindefgarteo 
I Elementary I 
I 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 aD I 
I High (if GED mark 12) 
I 90 10 0 110 120 , 
I 
I College I ,. 

I 210 220 .23C 240 25026+0 I 

'@10Yes 
: 20 No - Skip to 7 

:@ 10 Honorable . 
: 20 General (Honorable conditions) 
I 30 Undesirable/General (Under other than honorable conditions) I 
I 4 0 Bad conduct 
I 
I 50 Dishonorable 
I 

60 Other - Specify I 

1 .. Yes - Which? 
:e@) . '0 P"'",,, "O''''OO} I . 20 Parole violation . I 
I 30 Escape/flight .Skip to 8 
I 
I 4 o Bail jump' ',.:. I 
I sONo 
I 

I 
I 

:@ 
I 

I@) 
I@) 
\@ 
J 

I@) 

1@[IJ OJ CD 
I Month Day Year 
I @D X 0 Don't know 

I ~ 
j,r 
q 
L 
11 

'I 
11 
if 
U 

I 
I 
1 

I 
I 
I 



~ 
~ 
) , , 

CHECK 
~ ... ," 

Transcribe entries in 7b current offense(s) and 7C; date admi,tted to jail for the offense(s) to 
ITEM A Interviewer Reference Item, pag,e 2 - Skip to 90 

," .. 
80. When were you flr.t admlHed to an lnatltution for I IT] CD IT] I@) 

, 

thl. (probation vl~latlon, 'parole violation, *.cape, .. 
flight, ball lump)? I Month Day Year 

I@) X OCon't know 
I 

b, For what offenae(s) were you (on probation, on parole, :c®1 I I being held prior to your escape, being held prior 
to, ball)? ' !@III Any other.? 

INTERVIEWER REMINDER: Be sure to probe !e@) III , 
for sufficient detail for larceny/theft, drug, or 

i@1 I "I. 
" 

assoult offenses. ,1 

!@III 
c. When were you first admitted to a jail for I IT] CD IT] ',' , 

(Read offense(s) from 8b) 'I :@ 
Month Day Year 

!~ X 0 Don't knovi 

d. Have you been tried and fcund gui Ity or have you l@ 1 0 Yes - Skip to 8f 
, pled guilty to all or any of the offense(s) you just I 20No mentioned? 'Read offense(s) ,from 8b if necessary. I 

e. Is this (are these) charCje(if still pending, that i. will !@ , DYes 
you have to stand tria! for the charge(s) YOll just I 20No mentioned? Read affense(s) from 8b if necessary. I 

I 

f. When you were r,."turned to jail ofter the (robation viola· 
I 
I 

, tion, parole vldatlon; escape, flight, hai jump) on (Read :@' , DYes 
, date from 80), were you charged with any offenae(s) I 

which you w.re alleged to hove commiHed while you I 2 0 No - Skip, to Check (tern B 
I ". 

were (on p.obation, on parole, oil flight, out on bail)? I 

g. What other oUenae(,) were you charged with? 1@)1 ! ! Ar,y,oth.rs? . 
INTERVIEWER REMINDER: Be sure to probe !@)! I I 
for sumcient detail for larceny/theft. drug, or I@) I I I assault offenses. 

I@) I I I 
:@III " 

(See item 8f) c, 

CHECK DYes - Transcribe current offense(~), item 8'g and date admitted to jail;item 8a ' ' 

ITEM B 
to Interviewer Reference Item, page 2 - Ask 90 ' " 

o No - Transcribe current offense(s), item 8b and date admitted to jail, item 8c 

, 

f 
> 
~ 
I 
} 

i " 

j 
1 , 

I 
J.. 

! 
I 

;1 

i 

\ 
! 
t 

1 
I 
I 

t 
\ 

9. Continued I@Y I DYes 
d. Were any of the original charge. changed or I 

20No } I dropped through plea.bargalnlng? I o D' ','k' Skip to lao 
I 3 on t now 
I 

e. To what charge(.) did you plead guilty? k@) I I I 
INTERVIEWER REMINDER: Be sure to probe ; 
.for sufficient detail for larceny/theft, dru" or !@)I I I 
assault offenses. 

1@111 
" 

< 
, 

INTERVIEWER l) 
The offense(s) In ge should a,ree with the offense(s) you have already listed In the 
Interviewer Reference Item on pale 2. If not, determine why and correct the Interviewer 

INSTRUCTION Reference Item if necessary. The offense(s),f,or which the inmate was convicted take 
precedence over the offense(s) with which the Inmate was ori,inally charged. 

lOa. Old you spend time In jail prior to .entenclng I@ lOVes 
for (Read offense(s, from Interviewer Reference I z 0 No - Skip to /I 
Item, po,e 2)? I 

I 

b. Was any of this time applied to your sentenc.? I@ I DYes 
I 

zONo } I 
I 3D Don't know Skip to II 
I 
I 
I 

c. How much time was appli"d to your .entence? 
!@rnDayS 
I 

! @) rn Months 
I 

!@IT]Years 

", I @ X 0 Don't know 

11. What Is the maximum 'ength of your sentence? I 

!@YO]oays 
I 

! @) IT] Months 

! (ill) []] Years 
I 

I@> '0 Life 
I 20 Death I 
I 30 Unspecified I 

120. Will you .erve all of the Incarceration time I@) 10 Yes, in this jail - Skip to 13 
remaining an this .entence Inthl. loll or 

I, 
I Z 0 No, somewhere e'se .amewhere el.e? I 
I 30 Don't know - Skip to 13 I 
I 

to Interviewer Reference Item, page 2 - Ask 90 
' \\\ b~'Where '#iII you ieive your !Ime? I 

I 
I 
I 

911. Are you now sentenc*d to'serve time for (Read i@ , DYes 
current offense(s) from Interviewer Reference 
Item, page 2)? I 20 No - Skip to /40 

I 
I 
I 

b. When were you sentenced? :@IT] CD CD 
: Month Day, ' Year , 

" I ® X 0 Don't know 

" 

o Don't know 

c. I. the facility where you will serve your time @) '0 State " , run by the State, County, or .omeone el.e? 20 County 
3 0 Other - SpecifY,( 

l@'OJudged 
--

c. Were you judged guilty or did you plelld guilty? : 

I 20 Pleaded I 
, " .. .. 

'" " 
4 0 Don't know 

Pale 5 ' 
Pale -1 

, . 

22 

D, 

! 



I 
L 
H 
1'1 24· 

13. Are you awaiting appeal from thll ... ltence? 
That II, are you going, to go to court again 
for thll lentence? 

I~ I DYes} ! 20 No Skip to 19 I) 

I ~ 
~----------------------------------------~,--------------------------i~, --------------~ 

1<40. Have you been tried in court for (Read offense(s) €!) , 
"

.060 I 0 Yes Ii from Interviewer Reference Item, page 2) and are 
noW waiting for a lentence? I 20 No - SkiP to 15 

I 

b. Were you judged guilty or did you pl.d'lIuih'y? 

c. Were any of the original chCirge. changed or , 
dropped through plea.bargainlng? 

d. To what charge(l) did you plead guilty? 

INTERVIEWER REMINDER: Be sure to probe 
for sufficient detail for larceny/theft, drug, or 
assault offenses. 

I 
, @D 10 Judged 

20 Pleaded 

@3) loYes 

2oNo } 
30 Don't know Skip to 19 

: 
"j@Ym 
j 

iSm 
r 

I@m 
1 

,1 

INTERVIEWER r\. 
INSTRUCTION ly' 

The offense(s)in l04d should agree with the offense(s) you have already listed in the 
Interviewer Reference Item on page 2. If not, determine why and correct the Interview 
Interviewer Reference Item if necessary; "The offense(s) in l04d for wh ich the inmate was 
convicted take precedence over the offense(s) with which .the inmate was originally 
charged. Skip to 19 

15. Is your trial for (Read offense(s) from 
Interviewer Reference Item, page 2) 
currently In progress? 

1 

1 0 Yes - Skip to 19 
20No 

16. Hcwe you been arraigned and bound over for trial, that is, I '667' 
have you been formally charged by a judge with (Read : 'eV 10 Yes - Skip to 180 

zoNo offense(s) from Interviewer Reference Item, poge 2) and 1 
are now waiting for your trial to begin? : 

170. Have you appeared b'Jfore a judge, maglltrate, I t:;;;;.. 
or commlilioner in regard to the charge(l) of "~ 1 0 Yes 
(Read offense(s) from Interviewer Reference : 20 No - Skip to 180 
~/t~e~m~,~p~ag~e~2)~? ________ ~ __ ~ ______ ~ __________ +:~ __________________________________ ~ ____ ~. __ 

/J. What was the date of your flrlt appearance? ! ~ CD CD 0 CD 
I Month Day Year 

: @ X 0 Don't know 

180. Will you be tried in this jurisdiction? I@ loYes-Skipto/90 
I zONo 
: 30 Don't know - Skip to 190 
I 

----------------------------------------:i--------------------------------.~ .. -.-
b. Where will you b. tried? l @ I o Another. city 

2 0 Another county 
3 C Another State 

40 Don't know 

n , , .... ...-J ________ -

';:', 

D. 

I) 

1t.11P •. ,.11'". ~i AS 'liZ' 

19a;Wcil '(hal) bail (Deen) let for you for (Read 
offense(s) from Interviewer Reference Item, 
page 2)? 

b. On what date wal bail let? 

c. Why wasn't ball set? 

20a. What wal (II) the amount of the bail originally 
set by the judge, magistrate, or cammlsiJoner? 

b, Was .the amount of'bail changed? 

c. What was 'he final amount of baU? 

21. How much would (did) you have to pay a 
bondlman to get out on lHIiI? 

220. Were you released on bail? 

b. How long were yo" out on bGiI? 

c. Why didn't you get r.le~sed on ball? 

I 
I C§> 'I DYes 
I 20 No .., SkIp to 19c 
: 30 Don't know - SkIp to 20a 

I 

i @) Q;J cP LJ,J} Skip to 200 

: @ x 0 Don't know 

i@ I 0 Release on own recognizance 
20 Non·ball offense I , 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

30 Detainer pending/outstanding 
40 Not reached that stage In 

the proceedings 

sOOther - Speci,v.t 

@)$-----
~ x 0 Don't know 

.[§J 

@ 10Yes 
2 0 No - Skip to 21 

@ $ --__ • [9i] 
® x 0 Don't know 

@)$---- .~ 
OR 

f@ Percent 
I I x 0 Don't know 

. 
Skip 

~ to 
230 

I @) 1 0 Yes -----------------------1 
I 20 No - Skip to 22c 

I 

~CDDayS 

~ CD Month:s Skip to 230 

@ 1 0 Stili trying: to make arrangements 
20 Couldn't (I:an't) afford 
30 Didn't (don't) want to get out 
,40 COUldn't (I:an't) be released 

50 Bondsman not found 

60 Detainer(s.) pending from another jurisdictilll1 
7 0 Other - St:ecif>:t 

~-.-.---:~r'·" 

Ii 

' .. ~ .. ---.'.~\ 
J 

2S 

;~ 

I' 

f 
i 
~, 
I 

1 
I 

I 
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1 

HOTE - Ask all cote,or/es In 230 before proceedln, to ~b HOTE - Ask 23b only for rhose 
core,orles in 230 which" ,-, 

" were answered "Yes" 

24~·. Do (did) you ha.va a lawyar, public d.fand.r or I@> I DYes 
, athar lagal cauns.1 far tha (Read offense(s) I zONo } Skip to 25, from the Interviewer Reference Item, page 2) I 

charg.(s)? " 
I 30 Don't know I .. I 

------------------------------~----------------------- ----------------------------
230. Have XOU .p.nt 07 tim. out of. loll .Ince you b. How lang were yall aW:lY from loll an 

w.r. r.t a411111tt. on (Read date from (Read core,orles frqm23a)? 

Interviewer Reference Item. po,e 21 on: 

b. Will (did) you or your family hav. to pa'l I(§) I DYes 
anything far th",. I.gal .. rvic .. ? I 20No I 

t I 30 Don't know , 
"~ I 
( 

.. I 

: 0' 

" \ 

1 
1 

[IJD,aY$ (1) Your own r.cagnlzanc.? ••••••••••••••••••• !@ loYes @) 
1 zoNo 1 
1 

@) rnt-10nths 1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

@Y [IJyears I 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

:c. I. (wa.) YOllr l:.:Iwy.r a private attorney app:)intecl i® I DYes ,) 

, by the COUlt, a public defender, or a legal - I 20No aid attorney? I 
: I 

25. The qu~.tion. I am now going to ask you concarn I 
I 

santence.PREVIOUS to this ono, I 
I 

:0. Have you ever been •• ntenced to iillrve tfme in an insti· I 

, tution for drunkenne .. , vagrancy, or traffic offense(s)? I@) IOYes 
DO NOT include current or previous offense(:;) I ' 20 No - Sklp.to 26 
when he/a pending. triC)/, before bail, etc. I 

Make sure a sentence was handed down. I 
I 
I 

1 

rnDayS (2) A m.rcy furlough~: •••• , •• ' •••• I •••••••••• ~@ loYes 
@), 

" 1 
1 

zoNo 1 

rnMonths 
I, 

8 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

(§) [IJyears 1 
1 
1 

'b. How many times"as a luvenlle? I 

',,( I(@) Number 
I o LJ None 
I 

;c. How many tlmu as on adult? 
I 

!@ Number 
I o C None 
I 
1 

1 

1 
1 

, 1 

@) [IJDayS (3) A conditional r.l.iI .. to a third party? •••••••••• :@]) loYes 
1 
1 zoNo 
1 

mMonth5 1 @ 1 
1 
1 
I 

(§) rnVears 
1 
1 
I 
1 
I 

1 
I 

rnDayS 
1 @Y (4) Pf.· •• nt.nc. probation? •••••••••••••••••• 'l@ loYes 

zoNC)' 

rnMonths -. @ 

,,' @) mYear~ 

'. 
1 ' @ [IJDayS (5) Any oth.r typo of rei ..... xc.pt bail? .•...••..• :@Y IOYes 

SpeclfVtl 
1 zONo 1 0 

@ [1JMonths 
1 
1 
1 

I 
jI 

f· 
-~l 
~' 
II 

~ .~:' 

f; 

,j 
'!, 

'r 

1 
~ 

~ , 

'INTERVIEWER, l/ Ask 25d onry if inmate indicated one or more sentences In 25b. 
:INSTRUCTION Ask 25e only if inmate indicated one or more sentence's in 2Sc. 

d. How many of the (Number from ]5b) juvenile I 

I@' . ..ntences were for drunkenness? :1lS Number 
I o ONone I 
I 
I ~' ..... I 

e. How many of th. (Number from 25c) lIdult I 

sento!nces were for drunkenness? I@) Number 
'oJ' I o o None I 

261.. Have you enr been sentenced to serVe time in -l@ I [J Yes 
on institution for any offen .. other than I 2 C No - Skip to 28 
drunkenne .. , vagrancy, or traHlc offense(s)? I 

I 

b. How many time. as a juvanlle? I 

:C® Number 
I oONilne I 
I 

c. How mony times as an adult? I 

:@ Number 
I 

00 None I 
I 

Notes I 
I 

l@ 
, 

1 , 
I 

@ITJYears " I 
1 
1 ". 
1 
I 

F.ORM 5IJ •• 3 01-17c.¥':J,,,-
--:".'.' 

Pace 9 

Pa.a 8 

1 
(, 

26 
,1£4 $ 11_ 'IF 
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~, 
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Past off.n .... hould be FIRST SECOND Q dI .. ~ •• ""h'~.' .. "" , order. I ••.• flr.Ulnie as a 
INTERVIEWER, juvenll. (If any) •• econd 

@)I I I c~ I I I " time a. a juvenile. etc.: 
<ill> INSTRUCTION first time a.an adult (If 

any). second time as an , adUlt. etc. , @)m @m " 
27e. We are now talking clMlut the (Read col." 

" headin,) time you were .entenced. 
" I I I For what offen.e(') were you .entenc.d? @)I I I @) (Probe (or sufficient detail) 

b. Were you .. ntenced a. an adult .r @) 10 Adult/youthful offender @ 1 0 Adult/youthful offend,er 
o. a luvenlle? 20Juvenile 20 Juvenile 

c. What was tlte name of tlte In.tltutlon 

\, 

THIRD; FOURTH FIFTH " 

@) m @) m " '@ c:n, 
@m @Ym @) LI J 

@> m 

, 

m I I I z:, @) @) 
@) 1 0 Adult/yoUthful offender @) 1 0 Adult/youthful offender 

,-, 

@) 1 0 Adult/ycuthful offender 20 Juvenile 20 Juvenile 20 Juvenile 

where you .erved time? II 

d. Wha' type of In.tltutlon was tltls - @) 1 o Jail @) 10Jail 
lall, prl.on, penlitentia:y, refarmatory, 20 Prison 20 Prison !uvenlle facility, or workhou.e? 

30 Penitentiary 30 Penitentiary 
4 0 Reform;"tory 4 0 Reformatory 
5 0 Juvenile facility 5 0 Juvenile fa~ility 
6 0 Workhouse 6 0 Workhouse 
7 0 Other - SpecifY,{ 70 Other - Specify I 

" 

(ill) . 
10 Jail @) 10Jail @) 1 o Jail 20 Prison 20 Prison 20 Prison 30 Penitentiary 30 Penitentiary 30 Penitentiary 4 0 Roformatory' 

" 
5 0 Juvenile f~cIlity 

40'Reformatory 4 0 Reformatory 
sO Juvenile facility 50 Juvenile facility 6 0 Workhouse 
6 0 Workhouse 

6 0 Workhouse 7 0 Other - Specify,t 7 0 Other - Specify.t 70 Other - Specifr.t 
" 

e. Was tltil a Federol focillty, a Stote @ 10 Federal (civilian) @ 1 0 Federal (civilian) 
facility, a County facility, a City 20 Federal (military) 20 Federal (military) , ' facility, or was It admlnl.tored by 

30 State 3D State .ome other luri.dlctlon? 
40 Countt 40 County 
5 DCity sOCity 
6 0 Other <- Specify,t 60 Other - SpecifY,{ 

"~-

@ 10 Federal (civilian) @) 1 0 Federal (civilian) @) 1 0 Federal (ciVilian) 20 Federal (military) ,,0 Federal (military) :z 0 Federal (mi litary) 
) 3 o ,State 30 State 30 State f 40-County 40 County 40 County sOCity 50 City 50 City 

5 0 Othf'r -- Spec;;fY,t 
6 0 Other - Specify,t 

6 0 Other - SpecifY,t '-

, , 

70 Don't know 7 0 Don't 'know 
~ 

f. What was tlte maximum length of 
@) m Day~ @ CO'DayS tltl •• entence? 

@ [I] Months @) CO Months 
" 

@mYeaiS (@) COvears 
@ 1 0 Indeterminate @) 1 0 Indeterminate 

20 Life 20 Liie 
30 Death 30 Death 
40 Don't know 4'0 Don't know 

g. How much time did' you actually .erva 
@[I]DayS (ill) CO Days In 'an In.tltutlon? 

@mMonths @ [DMonths 

@mYe!!r:: @ [Dvears 

I, 
G:B> x 0 Still serving ® x 0 Still serving 

"011104 'IJ ••• 1110'7·771 Pale 10 

7 0 DCJn't know 7 0 Don't know 7 0 Don't know 

@) mDayS @) rnDayS @) ITJDayS 

@) mMonths @) rnMonths @) rnMOnths 

@) mVears .~ OJvears C® mYears @ 1 0 Indeterminate 172 ,10 Indeterminate @) 1 0 Indeterminate 20 Life 20 Life :z 0 Life , 
30 Death 30 Death 30 Death 40 Don't know 40 Don't know, 40 Don't know 

<ill> ITJDayS @ [[]DayS [[]DayS 
.' 

" @) 
<@) mMonths " 

@) mMonths @ mMonths 
" 

@ mYears ) @> LUYears 
@rnYears @]) x 0 Sti II serving ') @ j( 0 Still serving ® x 0 Still serving 

FORM SIJ-43 (11-17-77) 
.. ~ 
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, EIGHTH '" NINTH TENiH 

270. Continu~d SIXTH SEVENTH' 

W" are now talking aLout the (Read col. 

,". 

heading) time you were sentenced. @)m @ m 
For what offense(s) were you sentenced? 

., (ProPIl for sufficient detail) ®I I] @III 
@) 1 I] @) I I 1 

Q (73) m ®m @) I I I 
~D.J ~m .@ I I I 
@) [ I 1 @)I I I @) I I I 
@) I w Adult/youthful offender @ 1 0 Adult/youthful offender @) I 0 Adult/youthful offender 

b. Were you sentenced as an adult or @9 I 0 Adult/youtMul offender @) I 0 Adult/youthful offender 

as a luvenlle? ' 20Juvenlle 20 Juvenile 

20 juvenile 20luvenile 20 juvenile 
" 

c. What was the name of the Institution 
where you .erved time? @ I l' Jail @ I o Jail @) 'oJail 

d. What type of Institution WOl this - (@) 10Jail @ 10Jai! 

lail, prison, penitentiary, reformatory, 20 Prison 20 Prison 
iuvenile facility, or workhouse? 30 Penitentiary sO Penitentiary 

4 0 Reformatory 40 Reformatory 

sO Juveni Ie facility Ii 0 juvenile facility 

6 0 Workhouse 6 0 Workhouse 

7 0 Other - Specifv.t 70 Other. -Specif~ 

., 

2 C-; Prison 20 Prison 
3 C Penitentiary 30'Penitentiary 

20 Prison 

40 Reformatory 4 0 Reformatory 
30 Penitentiary 

s [j Juvenile fad lity sO Juvenile facilit{. ," 
, \1,\1 

4 0 Reformatory 

6 :..~ Workhouse 6 0 Workhouse 
.. -.-<- sO Juvenile facility 

7 C~ Other - SpecifY-t 7 C Other.,.. SpecifY,t 
6 0 Workhouse 
7 0 Other - SpecifY,t 

,", 
" 

@ I ~ .. Federal (civi lian) @) 1 0 F.ederal (civilian) <ill> 1 0 Federal (civi Ii an) 

e. Was this a federal facility, a State @) I 0 Federal (civilian) @> 1 0 Federal (civilian) ,) 

facility, a County facility, a CI1y Ii 0 Federal (military) 20 Federal (military) 

facility, or was It administered by 
some ather jurisdiction? 

30 State ~ 0 State 

e· 
4 o County 40 County 

sOCity sOCity 

I 
6 0 Other - Specify" 60 Other -,Specifr.l 

? 0 Don't know 70 Don't know 

f. What WOl the maximum hngth of 
®[TIDayS ® rn Days 

this sentence? 

®mMonths @ [0 Months 

@!) m Years ~mYd" 
'.i' 

@) 1,0 Indeterminate 214 1 0 Indeterminate 

20 Life 20 life 

30 Death 30 Death 

40 Don't know 40 Don't know 

g. How much time did you actually .elve 
@OJo:: 

[0 Days 
In an Institution? @ 

@mMO!'thS @) [0 Months 

~mY~ I~ [OY'.' 

, 

"" 

4 X 0 Still ser"ln, ". 
' II. "x 0 Still servin, 

;. 

Pale 13 

2 ;"--:J Federal (military) 2 0 Federal (military) 2 0 Federal (mi litary) 
3 C,] State 3 o State 30State 
40 County 40 County 40 County 
s C City s"oCity 

6 C: Other - Specif~ 6 0 Other - SpecifYJ 

sOCity 

6 0 Other - Specif~ 

7 C Don't know 70 Don't know 7 0 Don't know 

@) moays. <ill> [[Joays @> mDayS 

@ mMonths @ mMonths @ [[JMonths 

@) mYears ~ [[Jyears @mYearS 

@ I 0 Indeterminate 242 1 [] Indeterminate @ 1 0 Indeterminate 
20 Life 20 Life 
3o,Oeath 

20 Life 
30 Death 30 Death 

40 Don't know 40 Don't know 40 Don't know 

@DJoays <ill> [[Joays ®moays 

@ rnMonth~ ® mMonthS 0 @mMonths 

~ mYearS @mYears @mYearS 
232 x 0 Still serving ~ x 0 Still servin, ~ ~ 0 Still serving 

FOrn .. SIJ •. ~3 (11-17"77. 
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2Ja. Have you ever"~en onpr .... tl ... either ••• I@ I·DYes 
luyenllo:a, a!, adult? I z'O 1'40- Skip to 29 1 Do not Include paroles. 1 .; 

1 
b. How many tlmea. as a iuyenlle? 1 , 

I@) NUMber 
I . 

o.QNone 1 
1 

c. How many timea 01 an adult? 
1 

I@> Number 
1 

0'0 None 1 , I -

d. Ar. you on probation now? !~ I DYes 
1 zONo 1 

~5 •. We,. you e.ployed by: 
I@) 10 Priyate ,company, bUlin.~I,·or indlvldual.for 

~ 1 wag.l, lalary, or, !:ommlllionl? 
1 
1 2 0 Federal, Stote, County, or local 
1 goyernment? 1 
1 

30 Vour own bullness, profe .. lonal practice 1 
1 or form? 
1 

4 0 A family bUline .. or farm without pay? I 
1 
1 sO Don't know , .. ,; 1 

36. What kind of work were you doing? :§ '- I I J ; .For example, truck driver, stock 1 
clerk, typist 1 

I 
1 
I 

29. This group of questionl concernl yQU~ .... ploym.nt 1 ~ Yes - Which? 
1 

history and income. Vou void me you were admitt.d to . :@ 10 Full-time 
} 'SkiP to 32, an Institution on (Read date from Interviewer Reference 1 2 0 Part-time It~m. paee 2) 'for (Read offense(s) from Interviewer 1 

1 sONo 
I 

Reference Item, page 2). (PAUSE) At the time you I 
were ailmltled for th.(le) o".nle(I), did you haye a 1 
lob or buline .. , elth.r full·tim. or part.tlme? 1 

1 
~ \ 

300. Were you looking for work at that time? I@) ',0 Yes - Skip to 31 
1 .' 

37; What were your molt importont actlvltl.1 . : I 
1 or dutiel? 1 

~o: e~ample, typing, filin" sel/in,·.cars, 
1 ':'1 

1 
f,",shlng concrete, washillg dishes 1 

1 

38. Is thil the kind of work you ulually do? I@) I DYes 

20 No - What is?jl 

. 1 20No 
I 

b. Why we,en't you looking lor watk at that time? :® lOin school or other training 
Mark primary reason 1 20 III health. physical disability 

1 
30 Lacked s.ui.table age, experience or training 1 

1 40 Nothing available in my field 1 
1 50 Home respqnsibiljties 1 
1 60 Didn't think I would get a job 
1 
1 7 0 Oth.er - SpecifYtt 
1 
1 
1 
1 

BONo specific reason 1 

@I I I J 
39. What was your total personal income during the Ie§) 1 0 Under Sl,ooO 12 months before you were impriloned on (Read 1 

20$ 1,000 - 1,999 date from Interviewer Reference Item page 2) 1 
for (Read offense(s) from Interviewer Reference 1 

30$ 2,000- 2,999 1 Item, page 2)? . , 1 
40$ 3,000-

Show income flashcard ® to inmate 
1 3,999 
1 
1 50$ 4,000- 4,999 
1 
1 60$ 5,000- 5,999 1 

When did you last work at a job or busine .. 
I 

[IJ [IJ 
31. 1 

lasting pt least two cans.cutiy. w.eks? I@) 
Exclude work done while in jail 1 Month Year 

1 

I@) 10 Never wqrked at all } Skip 
1 20 Never w~rked two consecutive weeks io 39 I 
1 

32. How long hod you worked at thil job or bUlin ... ? i 
[IJoays i§ 

1 
1 [I] Months :@ 
1 
I 

ITJYears I@) 
1 

1 
33. For whom did you work? 1 

1 ... ,..-----
Name of company, business. organization, 1 

1 or other employer 1 
1 
1 
1 

I .70$ 6,000- 6,999 
'c 

B 0 $ 7,000- 9,999 
90 $10,000 -' 11,999 

10 0 $12,000 - 14,999 
"" 

110$15,000-19,999 ~. ~ I -
c, 120 $20,000 - 24,999 

13 0 $25,000 and over 

4~. In the y.ar before you were admitted to a jail @!) 10 Wages and salaries for the (Read offense(s) from InterViewer ' 
Reference Item, page. 2). what wal your. 20 Social Security or other pensions 
MAIN lource of incdme? (e.g., Veterans, r.allroad) 
Read categlJries if necessary and mark only 30 Welfare 
one category 

4 0 Unem~\oyment insurance/compensation 
50 Borrowed from family and/or friends 
6 0 Had no income 

J 
70 Other - SpecifY

tt 
1 
1 
1 

(r' 

34. What kind of busilless or illdu.5try was that? I@ I 1· J J 
For example, T. V.' and radio manufacturing. .- 1 

"'1 
'shoe store, farm z 1 ---' 1 

1 
1 

Pale , .. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I 

FORM SIJ-.3 0'f,.17"77) 
Page 15 

. :.. ... 

32 



I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
11 
'j 34 i I 

11 ,,' -" 
, ..... 

j 
I 

410. Wer. you lupportlng anyone boll d •• yourl.lf 
b.for. you were admitted to loll? 

b. Are they now ,r.colving public: alilitonce 
or on w.lfore? 

420. Do you Ipeak any, language other than Englllh? 

b. What other languag.(I) do you Ipook? 

43. What language do you ulually Ip.ak? 

«. What longuage wal ulually spok.n in your hom. 
when you were a child? 

45. How would you rat. your ability to speok 
English - excell.nt, good, not 10 good, 
or poor? 

.46. How would you rate your ability to understand 
spoken English - excellent, good, not 10 

good, or poor? 

~ Yes - How many? I 
I 
I 
I 
I@ 
I 
I 

/ 
o 0 No - Skip to 42 

1 DYes 
zONo 
30 Don't know 
40 Refuse 

I@ 10Yes 
I z 0 No - Skip to 48 

@ 1 o Spanish 
z 0 Other - SpeCif~ 

~ 10 English - Skip to 48 
zOspanish 
30 Other - Specifv.t 

I@ 10 English 
I 
I zOspanish 
I 

30 Other - Specifv.c I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

10 Excellent 
zOGood 
3 [J Not so good 
40 Poor 

@ , 0 Excellent 
I 20 Good I 
I 3 0 Not so iood I 
I 40 Poor I 

. ~ 10,Excellent 
20Good 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

30 Not so, good 
40 Poor 

_.;,..... ________ --------..:'::.., - ___ ""-__ I~---____ ------.... _ ••• ___ ..- ...... ,. 

, ~ •. How would you rate the re!;pondent's ability to, ! ~ 

.. ~ 

und~r.s~n!i spoken English - excellent. good, . I 
• no~ sogocid, poor? I 

... ~if" .:'~ : 

II 
f 

// 
II 

1/ 

I' ,I 

II 
II d 

I 
I 
I 
1 

,I 

Pace 16 
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~, 

o 

1 0 Excellent 
20 Good 
3 C' Not so good 
40 Poor 

Notes 

l1 
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.... How I 0111 "'at to o.lq'ou. '_ .. !lII,,~ff9!,. ~~t ~.~r .... of ~ruIJ. 
Your r .. pon.o. will not 1Hi·.ho,~ ~ anyone ,n ~.·lall·l!r.to ony.o". 
.1 ••• xe.pt p.r.an. who will u •• :·th.·r •• pan ••• ·~r "tot,.tleol 
purpo.i· •• Ask Item.~8<J·fortoLI;.,ilf!l~S Qnpops '~thr:qu,h 21 
before completing it.ems b .. tJiroUlh m.· 

a •. Hov. ev.r u •• d (Nome of drug)? 

If respondent answered" 
drulS. in 48a, skip to 52. 

or "Refused" to al 

b, How often hov. you .ver uled (nome of drug)? 

Read cotelories 

e. Hav. you .vor u •• d (name of drug) on a r.gular ba.i., that II 
once a w •• k or IIIor. far at I.alt a lIIonth? 

d. At whot og •. did you flrl.t UI. (name drug) on a r.gular balll? 

•• About how iang did you u •• ·h.raln on a r.gula~ basis, thot I. 
one. a w •• k or lIIor., ov.r the eo.ur •• of your I,f.? 

f. Havo you ev.r ul.d (name of drug) on a daily or almost daily basis? 

g. At what ago did you flr.t u •• (name of drug) on a daily or almost 
daily balil? 

h. About how long did you us. h.roin on a doily or almost daily basis 
ov.r the coun. of your life? 

I. />J.ll~gth. month b.for. (Read dote in Interviewer Reference Item: 
)y~:{e 2) wh.n you w.r. fint admltt.d to jail for (~ead offence(s) /O? 
I,h~erviewer Reference Item, 2), were you uSing (name of drug). 

j. How oft.n did you us. (name of drug) during that month? 

Read categories 

Ie. At that tim. what was the lIIain sourc. of the (name of drug) you 
w.r. u.'ng, 'that Is, wh.r. w.r. you g.tting it? 

Read categories, if necessary 

CHECK 
ITEMC 

'If entry in 27a, first time, page 10, ask 481 
If 27a is blank, skip to next drug 

I. Around the tim. of the first offense(s) for which you were sentenc.ed 
to s.rvo time, that is, when you served time for (Read offence(s) In 
270, first time, page 10), were you using (nome of drug)? 

m. How Ir.qu.n.tly w.r. you using (name of drug) at that tim.? 

Read categories 

Pace 18 

HEROIN 

Skip to next drug' 

I o Once }. . 

O A 
&. Skip to~4a, 

2 lew. times 

3D Occasionally 

40 Often 

I DYes 
2 0 No - Skip to 48i 

____ A~e 

X 0 Can't remember 

____ .Months 

____ years 

IOYes 
20 No - Skip to 48i 

____ Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

____ Months 

Years 

I DYes 
20 No - Skip to Check Item C 

I 0 Less than once a week 
20 At least once a week 

'during that month . 
30 Daily or almost daily 

I 0 Street buy 
2 o Stolen 
3 0 Gifts or rewards from 

friends or acquaintances 

40 Other - Specify -----

I 0 Less th~n once a week 
20 At least once a week 

3 Dai Iy or almost dai Iy 

l ., 

x D,S 43. 

I DOnee }. . 
2 0 A few times SkIp to .fBi 

3 0 Occasionally 

40 Often 

@ 'OYes 
2 0 No - Skip to 48i 

@ Age 

@ 

@ 

x 0 Can't remember 

I DYes 
2 0 No - Skip to 48i 

Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

I DYes 

20 No - Skip to Check Item C 

I 0 Less than once a week. 

20 At lea.st once a week 
during that month 

30 Daily or almost dally 

1 ~ Street buy 
2 o Stolen 
30 Gifts or rewards from 

friends or acquaintances 
40 Other - SpecifY ____ _ 

20 No - Skip to next drug 

I C Less than once a week 

2 CJ At least o'nce a lVeek 
3 Dai Iy or almost dai I 

FORM SIJ-4J 01-17.77) 

I,> " 

------ ---- ---

COCAINE 

lOVes '} 
2 0 N·o· . Skip to next drug 
30 Refuse 

I DOnee } 
2 0 A few times Skip to 48i 

30 Occasionally 
40 Often 

@ IOYes 
2 0 No - Skip to 48i 

®>----.Ar.e 

@) 

@) 

x 0 Can't remember 

I DYes 

20 No - Skip to 48i 

Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

1 DYes 

20 No - Skip to Check Item C 

I 0 Less than once a week 

20 At least once a week 
during that month 

30 Daily or almost daily 

I 0 Street buy 
20 Stolen 
30 Gifts or rewards from 

friends or acquaintances 
40 Other - Specify ____ _ 

50 Unknown 

20 No - Skip to next dr~g 

@ 1 0 Less than once a week 

2 C At least once a week 
3 Dai or al most daily 

Page 19 

MARIJUANA OR HASHISH 

@ 'OYes 
20No 
30'Refuse 

Skip to next drug 

@ IDOnce } 
2' 0 A few times Skip to 48i 

30 Occasionally 
/j·0 Often 

@.IOYes 
2 DNa - Skip to 481 

@ Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

@ 'OYes 

@ 

20 No - Skip to 48; 

Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

I' 0 Less than once a week. 

2 0 At I east once a week 
during that month 

30 Dai Iy or almost dai Iy 

I 0 Street buy 
20 Stolen 
30 Gifts or reward~ from 

friends or acquaintances 
40 Other - Specify _____ _ 

50 Unknown 

2 [J No - Skip to next drug 

I 0 Less than once a 
20 At least once a w~elk 
30 Daily or almost dai. 

37 
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.ta. Continued 

a. HoYe. you .vor Ulod (name ot druII? 

b. How offon hovo you ovor u.od (name of drug)? 

Read categC)rles 

c. Havo you ovor u.od (name of drug) on a r:llular bo.I •• that Is 
once a week or more for at lea~r a month, 

d, At what aile did you fir.t un (name of drug) on a rellular bo.I,? 

e. Have you OYer u.od (name of drug) on a~ally or almost daily bo.ls? 

f, At what age did you flr.t u.e (name of drug) an a daily or olmo.t 
dail)' basis? 

1/ 

Durin the month beforo'(Read date In Interviewer Reference Item! page 2) 
e· when ~ou were flrstadmiHad to jail. for (Read offense(s) In 'nterv,ewer 

Reference Item, page 2), were you using (name of drug)? 

h. Hl.lw often did you un (name of drug) during that month? 
Read categories 

I. At that time, what was the main so~rce, of the (name of drug) you were 
using, that is, where were you getting It? 
Read categories, if necessary 

CHECK If entry in 27a, first time, page 10, ask 48j 
ITEM 0 If 27a Is blank, skip to next drug 

, Around the time o{the first oUense(s), for which you were .entenc.ed 
,. to serve time, that is, when )'ou sern,d time for (Read 0tfense(s) ,n 

270, first time, page /0), were you u.,ng (name of drug), 

k. How frequently were you using (name of drug) at that time? 
Read categories 

Pace 20 

= 

,,'I 

1 o Once } 
20 A.[few times to 
300r.casiona lly 
40 Often 

1.0Yes 
20 No ..: Skip to 48g 

____ Age 

xO Can't remember 

@) 'DYes 
2 0 ~.o - Skip to 48g 

@,Age 
X' 0 Can't Vemember 

1 DYes 

u 

20 No - Skip to Check 
Item D 

, 0 Less than once a' 
week 

20 At least once a 
week during that 
month' 

3 C Dai Iy or almost 
dai '" • 

1 r-:-. Legal prescription 
20 Forged/illegal 

prescription, 

31:: Street buy 
40 Stolen-
50 Gifts or rewards 

from friends or 
acquaintances 

6 0 ether ~ Specif{( 

70 Unknown 

, CJYes 
2 C' No - Skip to nellt 

" drug, 

'i4i' '0 Less than Ol'ce a 
~ week 

2 G·At least once a 
3 ' Dally or almost 

, I 

'OOnce 
2 0 A few times 
30 Occasional 
40 Often 

@ 'DYes 
2 0 No - Skip to 48g 

@) Ace 
X 0 Can't remember 

, DYes 

20 No - Skip to 48g 

____ Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

'DYes 
:2 D No - Skip to Check 

Item D 

, 0 Less tllan once a 
week 

20 At least once a 
week during that 
month 

30 Daily or almost 
dai 

, 0 Legal prescription 
20 Forged/illegal 

prescription 
3 0 Street buy 
4,0 Stolen 

50 Gifts or rewards 
from friends or 
acquaintances 

6 0 Other - Specifk-' 

70 Unknown 

, D Less than once a 
week 

20 At least once a 
30 Daily oralmost 

{FORM SIJ·43 (11.17.77. 
1 

t.SD 

20No Skip 
'DYes }' 

30 Refuse 

, DOnee 
20Afew 
3o.0ccaslonal 
40 Often 

@ 'DYes 
2 0 No - Skip to 48g 

@) Ace 
x 0 Can't remember 

@) 'DYes, 
20 No - Skip to 48g 

@ Age 

x D Can't remember 

, DYes 

20 No - Skip to "Check 
Item D 

, 0 Less than once a 
week 

2 D At least once a 
week during that 
month 

3 0 Dai Iy or almost 
dai 

I 0 Street buy 

2 o Stolen 

3 [J Gifts or rewards 
from friends or 
acquaintances 

40 Other - Spec;f", 

50 Unknown 

Page 21 

PCP 

10.Yes }SkiP to 
2 0 No .' 'next drug 
30 Refuse 

, o Once 
2 OA few 
30 Occaslona 
40 Often 

@ 'OYes 
20 No - Skip to 48g 

@) __ Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

@ 'DYes 

20 No - Skip to 48g 

@ Age 
x 0 Can't remember 

, DYes 

20 No - Skip to Chp.ck 
Item D 

1 0 Less than once a 
week 

20 At least once a 
week during that 
month 

30 Daily or almost 

, c: Street buy 

2 o Stolen 

30 Gifts or rewards 
from fri ends or 
acquaintances 

40Made it 

50 Other - Speci'tr 

6 D Unknown 

, 0 Less than once a 
week 

20 At least once a Wee 
Daily or almost dall 

20No 
30 Refuse 

, o Once 
20 A few times 
30 Occasional 
40 Often 

'5 

Re. 
turn 
to 
48b, 
poge 
18 

@ 'DYes 
2 [] No - Skip to 48g 

~ Age 
x 0 Can't remember 

I DYes 

2 D No - Skip to 48g 

____ Age 

x 0 Can't remember 

I DYes 

20 No - Skip to Check 
Item D 

1 0 Less than once a 
week 

20 At least once a 
week during that 
month 

30 Daily or almost 

, 0 Legal prescription 
20 Forged/illegal 

prescription 
3 D Street buy 
40 Over the COUnter 
50Stolen 
6 D Gifts or rewards 

from friends or 
acquaintances 

70 Other - Speci'~ 

B 0 Unknown 

20 No - Skip to 490 

, 0 Less than once a 
week 

20 At least once a 
Daily oralmost 

39 

_ .. _-..: 



490. Woro )'ouln an)' drug abu.o troatmont progrum whon ),ou I@> 1 DYes .' woroflrlt admlttod to loll for (Read a(fense(s) from 
z 0 No ':'" Skip to 500 ' . . Interviewer Reference Item, page 2) on (Re:ad date from I] 

Interviewer Reference Item, page 2)? 

b. Woro ),OU given drugl al port of tho program? @) 1 DYes 
I:) .' 

" I 

20 No - Skip to 49d 

3D Don't know - Des~ri~e,t 

'" Skip 
. to 
500 

" , 
c. Waa thll program a mothadono maintenance program, l@ 1 0 Methadone maintenance anoth~r type of drug malntonanco program, or a I 

z 0 Other drug maintenance modlcal withdrawal program? I 

3D Medical' withdrawal 
",- , 

4 0 Don't know - Describ'i,{ 

! . j 
1 

" ~" ~ d 

(Add phrase in braclcets for those enroll,d at' the i '" \."1 I 
• Yes -:- How IIIGn)'~ time of their current arrest.} I 

I 
500. Hayo )'ou oyor boon onroliocHn a drug abu.o troat. I@) - Asic SGb-f for each program _nt p~ram [other thon any program ),OU wo,. In 

up to .. programs at tho· tl_ of ),our flrat ar,.lt for (Rea1llffense(s) I 
I 00 No -'Skip to si;, from Interviewer Reference Item, page 2) ? I 

b. Wa. tho (ht, c. Woro )'OU ,lYon d. Wa. thl. program a o. Old ),ou !iy,,, f. Whl'ln )'ou loft thl. program, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th) drugl al port of mothodono cilalntonanco at tho troat.- had ),ou complotod troat. 
program In a !ho prolram? p"lram, anothor t)'po of " mont contor? mont" or did )'ou tran"or 
corro".tlona I clrug malntenanco prolranl, 

') 
to anothor drug proilrall'i, 

-In.tltutlon? Gr a modlcal withdrawal or did )'ou looyo without 
program? complotlng tro.~tmo"t? 

@'el Yes @'OYes @ 10 Mc:hadone @'DYes @ 1 0 Completed 
20No zO No -Skip maintenance 20No treatment 

to SOe 2 D Other drul :) 2 0 Transferred 
E s 0 Don't know - maintenance 

3 0 Left without 2 Explain IJnd 3 0 Me&ical withdrawal completion all 
slcip to next 0 40 Don't know - 4 0 Other - Specif~ .. 
ProgramJ IL EXPlain,l ... ... 

~ ... -
I 

d. Did ),ou Ii YO at tho troatment center? :§ 1 DYes -
I zONo I 
I 

Notes 
@loYes @'OYes @ 1 0 Me~hadone @'OYes @ 1 0 Completed 

zONo 20 No -.Slcip maintenance 20No treatment 
to SOe 2 0 Other drug 2 0 Transferred 

::,.----

E 3D Don't know - maintenance 3 0 Left without e Explain and 3 0 Medical withdrawal completion ao 
0 skip to next 40 Don't know - 4 0 Other - SpecifY,} .. 

IL program; EXPlain; -a c 
N 

@'OYes @IOYes @ 1 0 Me~hadone @ • .c;J Yes @ 1 D Completed 
20 No'- Skip maintenance 20No treatment 20No 

to SOe 2 0 Other drug 2 0 Transfl!irred 
IE 3D Don't know- maintenance 30 Left without e Explain and 3D Medical withdrawal completion 
all skip to next 4 0 Other - SpecifY,l 0 4 0 Don~t know -.. 

pro,ram,l IL EXPlain,l 
1! ,..., ,0 

.. 
~ 

" 

>';' 

., , 

@!DYes @IOYes @ 1 0 Me~hadone @IOYes @ 1 [J Completed 
20No 20 No -SkiP, maintenance 20No treatment 

to SOe 2 0 Other dru& 2 [J Transferred 
E 3 0 Don't know - maintenance 30 Left without e Explain and' 3 0 Medical withdrawal completion all skip to next 0 

4 0 Don't know .... 4 0 Other - Specif~ 0': prorrom• EXPlain. oJ: .;r 

': 

I 

. . . FORM 51J •• ill 17 771 . , 
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40 

41 
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", 

(See Item 140, pa,e 6) 

[J Not anSWered} -
'" CHECK DYes ' Ask 51 '\ 

ITEM I; " 1\ 
f o No - Skip to 52 '. 

/,' 
~ , IJ 

510. At the tllll.,~of the (Rfladoffense(s) from e " 

I~ "DYes i~1 Interviewer ReferencfJ Item, POle 2) for ' I 
2 0 No - Skip to 52 whlch~ou hove It • .., con ... lct.d, w.r. you '" I 

und.r' • Influ..,c. at drugl? ' , I I, I 

It. What dRigl U w.r. you und.r, th.~lnflu..,c(. of? :@ '0 Heroin 
Read categories, if necessary,"and mark all i • 2 0 Metha90 ne 0 

that apply. I 
30 Cocaine I 

I 
40 Marijuana or hashish I 

I@) 1 0 Amphetamines (uppers) 

I " 20 Barbiturates (downers) , I 
I 30LSD 
I 
I 40PCP 
I 

" I 5 0 Other - Spedfr; c; I 
I 

f I 0 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Notes 

, 

0 

.' 
, -, c,:::,=--~;./> 

" 

" 

" 
" " 

'() 

, 
'. 

, 
, " 

P.,.24 

o 
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c' 

I 

52~ Now I.til talk about your u~ual drinking habitl 
during the y ... r b.for. you w.r. arrested for (Read 

(,Interv/ewer Referenre Item, poge 2). Wh.n you 
dran!: alcClhal, what b ..... rag.1 did you drink? 

i@' , 0 Beer -As~ 53a-c " 
i ". 2 d'Wille - Asic 54a-c 

--;t I 3 0 Li,9uor .... Ask 5~a~c 
: 4 0 Other - Ask 56a-~ 'Read calejl8ries, pause forJesponse to each beverqsre, 

and mar~elJ that app/y~ '. ':, I 5 b Didn',t/don't drlnk - Skip to 63 

::I 

53. BEER 

54. WINE 

55. LIQUOR 

5&. OTHftR - Specif~ 

'II 

a. Durin; ,the y.ar b.for. ~ou 
w.r. arr.lt.d, how oft.n 
did you ulually drink 
(Read alcohol beverage)? 

. Read, categories. Read 
tlf/lce ,if n.ecessary. IJ 

@ , oE~,ery day" 
2 oNearly every diiy 

o " 3 0 Three or f(!'ur " 
, days a week 

4 DOlle or two days 
a week 

5 0 Three' or four days 
a month 

sDAbl:lut.once a month 
70 Occasionally, that 

is, less than once 
a month 

@ 1 0 Every day 
20 Nearly every day 
3 0 Three or four 

days a week 
4 0 One or two days 

a week 
sO Three or four days 

a month 
6 0 About once a month 
70 Occasionally, that 

is, less than once 
a month 

@ 10 Every day 
:! 0 Nearly every day 
3 0 Th~~e or four 

days a week 
4 0 One or two days 

a week 
I ,is 0 Three or fOllr days 

a month 
s 0 About once e'month 
70 Occa!:lonally, that 

Is, less than once 
a month 

@ , 0 Every day 
2 0 Nearly every day 
3 0 Three or four 

days a week 
4 n One or two days 

'- -a·week " " 
5 0 Three or four days 

a month 
6 0 About once a month 
70 Occasionally, that 

is, less than once 
a month 

b. About hClw much (Read 
alcohol beverage) dId 
you drink lilt on. tim. 
on the a .... rag.? 

@ Quarts 

@ Six-packs 

@) Cans/bottles 

@ Fifths 

@) Pint bottles 

@ Glasses 

@ Quarts 

@) Fifths 

@) Pints 

@) Halt-pints 

i@ Drinks/shots 

-

@ Quarts 

@) ___ Pints 

@ Half pints 

@ Bottles 

@ Glasses-

Pace 25 

-, 

c. By the tl";. you wouid g.n. 
.rally Itop drinking (Read 
alcohol beverage) would yo, 
lay you w.re .... ry drunk, 
pretty load.d, f •• llng good, 
or r.lati .... ly lob.r? 

~ '0 Very ~runk 

@) 

20 PrettY ,loaded 

3D Feeling good 

40 Relatively sober 

, 0 Very drunk 

20 Pretty loaded 

3 0 Feeling good 

40 Relatively sober 

@ 1 0 Very drunk 

, .,; -;; 0 Pretty loaded 

30 Feeling good 

40 Relatively sober 

@ 1 0 Very drunk 

20 Pretty loaded 

~ 0 Feeling good 

4 [J Relative!y sober 

"' 

43 
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\ 
\ 

I 
() li 

CHECK 
ITEM F 

(See item '40, po,e 6)' -. 

CJ Yes or not answered -:' Ask Item 57 

o No - Skip to item 63' , '} 

IOYes 
57. Hod you been drinking IUlt lie'.' the 

(Read offense(s) from -Interviewer 
Reference Item, pa,e 2) fer which 
you hay. be.n convlct.el? 

l@ 
I 
I 
I 
r 
1 
I 
I 
1 

2 0 N~ - Skip to ~3 

NOTE _ Ask ALL categories in 580 before 
'\ proc~~~~~~~!,, ________________________ _ 

5s~~;';~:~lme were you drinking: 

NOTf _ Ask 58b only (,or thos~, cat~~ories In sao 
which were an~iwered Yes . ______________ _ 

-~-------------~----------- d k 
b. About how much •• :' would you say you ran 

at that time? ' 

(1) B.er? 

I 

......... 118' 1 DYes, 
••••••••• I~ 

I 2oNo 
I 

@) _____ Quarts 

@) ~_---'_ Six-packs 

I 
1 
I 

@ _____ Ca"'s/bottles 

I 

I 

I c.8\ 1 Dyes 
(2) WI ? '- ...... "I ~ , ne • • • • • • • • • • • I 

I 20Na 

@ _--- Fifths 

@ ____ Pint bottles 

I 
I 
I 
I 

@ ___ --Glasses 

1 

................. \@IOYes @ ____ Quaru 
(3) Liquor? 

I 20 No tfs9\ ____ fifths 
I . ~ 
I I @ _---- Pints 
1 \ @) ____ Half pints 

, Ill _____________ ~~~":2~=========-D-r-in-k-s-/-S-ho-t-s-----------___ ------~ 
I 
I r.ri\ DYes @ ____ Quarts 

(.4) Another alcoholic beverag.? •••• : ~ 1 0' 

I 20 No @) __ --Pints 
I 

Specify ______ - \ @) ____ Half pints 

I ~.( 

I @) _---- Bottles -
I I @) _____ Glasses 

1-
________ ,-.--jl------+:::~===---:,------~-----

.• k tt " ru;'\ 1 0 Very drunk ' 59 Would you say you were very urun , pr.y ~ 
• loaded, feeling goad, or relatively saber \ 20 Pretty loaded 

at that time? I 30 Feeling good 
I ~ o Relatively sober 
I 
I 
I 

\ ' pale 16 

44 \"/ 

o 

",j ~_-L---:-----
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About how many h~urs had tau be;n drinking? 
I 

60. 1 
1 

i@ Hours 
I 

61. Where were you drinking? l~ 1 DAthome ,~ 

Read categories and mark all that apply 2 0 At a frier:td's home i 
1 30 In a bar or tavern , I 
I 40 In a car 1 

i@ 5 0 In a restaurant. 
1 * 6 0 On the street 
I 
I 7 OAt work 
I 80 Other - Specify 1 
1 

620. Were you drinking alone or with others? 1 

l@ 10 Alone - Skip to 63 
1 20 Others 
1 
I 

,b. Who were you drinking with? I 
I@) 1 o Family 

Read categories and mark all that apply 1 * 20 Friends 1 
I 30 Anyone around/strangers 1 
1 
I 

63. These next questions deal with the health care you I 
1 

have received sin.;e you were admitted to this jail, I 
I this time. During the first two weeks you 'Were 1 

in jail: 1 

I@) 1 DYes 
a. Was your blood pressure taken? 1 ,ONo 

I 

b. Was a blood sample taken? I@) 1 DYes 
1 2CNo 

c. Were you given a skin test for tuberculosis? I@) 1 eYes 
I 2CNo I 

,d. Were you given Ii chest.x·ray? i@ 1 DYes 
1 2CNo 
J 

./ . 

e. Were you given a dental examination? i@ 1 CYes 
1 2CNo 

'v - i@ f. Were yaL! given an eye examinatian? 1 eYes-
j 2 Cl No 
I 

g. Was your height measured? I@ 1 DYes 
: 20No 

h. Was your weight measured? I@) 1 DYes 
I ,_ONo 
I 

i. Was yaur pulse taken? I@) 1 DYes 
1 2.0No I , 

j. Was your temperature taken? i@ 1 DYes 
:' 20No --• 1 

k. Was a urine sample taken? :@ 10Yes 
: 20No -

I. Was your heart listened to? !@ 1 DYes 
1 2DNo 
I ---r----- - -' -." 

m. Was anything else done? :@ 1 CJ Yes -: SpecifY.; 
1 
I 
1 .-..... - ... ~ .. ~ .. -
1 
I _ ..... --
1 2[JNo I , 

---
Page 27 
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j 
I 

;1 
I 

" 
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.1 , 
I' 

1 , 

CHECK If all "No's" are marked II) item 63, skip to 66a 
jf 

ITE"'G II 
j, 

64. Who odmlnl.ter.d th ••• t •• t.? 
" () :@.I 0 Doctor,' 

Read cate,orles and mark all that apply :. 20 Nurse 
I 30 Paramfedlc I 
I 40 Admitting officer I 
I 

5 0 Other - Specify I 

650. W.r. you given the r •• ulfa of the ch.ck.up? !@ I DYes 
I 2 0 No- Skip to 660 
I 
I 

b. W.r. you told of any probl.m,,? :@ I DYes 
: 20 No - Skip to 660 
I 

c. Did the p.raon who gave you the ch.ck·up do \@ I DYes 
anythln~ or pr •• crlb. any m.dlcln. to take car. I 

20No I of thll th.I.) problem(I)? I 

I 
~ Yes - How many? 660. Aft.r the flrat two W •• kl, w.r. you gly.n ,fIny I 

oth.r m.dlcal t'lfa, ch.ck,upl, or phYllcal I ./ I 
.xamlnatlons? :@ 

I o 0 No - Skip to 68 
I 
I x 0 Inmate has not been In jail more than 2 
I weeks - Skip to 68 I 
I 

b. Wal thll (w.r. th.I.) .xam(.) to follow up a I 
~ Yes -Howm, 1./;-

probl.m that had b.an dlscover.d .arli.r? )// 
-/ 
I 

I@) 
I oONo I 
I 
I 

~ Yes - How ma, c. Waa this (w.r. th.I.) .xam(s) at your r.qu.lt? I 
I 
I 

I@) 
I oONo 
I 

In (ony of) the .xamlnation(s) which t.ook I 67. f 
plac. aft.r your first two w •• ks In 1011: I 

:@ 10Yes 
a. Waa your blood pr.llur. tak.n? : 20No 

I 

b. Waa a blood sampl. tak.n? i@ lOYes 
: 20No , 
I 

, : 
C. W.r. you given a Ikin t.lt for tub.rculolll? !@ lOYes 

I 20No 
I --""-j 

do W.r. you given a ch ... t x.ray? :@ lOYes 
I 20No 
I ; 

I 

•• W.r. you ginn a d.ntal exllmlnatlon? I@ tOYes 
I 20No 
j --"--

f. W.r. you glY.n an .y • • xamlnatlon? !~ 10Yes 
: 20No --.... _-

g. Waa your h.lght m.asur.d? !@ lOYes 
I 20No I 

Pele 28 
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" 

67. Continued <!D I DYes:' 
h. Wal your w.lght "'"Iur.d? 

zONo 

i. Wal y.ur puis. taken? 
@yIOYes 

20No 

I· Was your t''''p.rature tak.n? <!y t DYes 

- zONo 

" k. WOiI aurin. la"'pl. tak.n? 
!@>IOYes 
I zONo ',' 
I . 

I. Was your h.artlllt.n.d ta? i@ lOYes 
I 20No 

68. Sinc. you w.r. admlH.d hi loll thll tim., hay. !@ ~ Yes - How many tim.s? 'you asked 10 I .. a doctor or oth.r medical p.llon? 
I / I 
I 
I 

00 No - Skip to 710 I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 

69. Hay. you eY'r be.n r,'u •• d p.rmlilion to I" I@) ~ Yes - How many tim.s? the doctor or oth.r m.dlcal p.llon? 
I / I 
I 
I .. 
I' oONo I 

I· 

CHECK If number entered in 68 is the same as the number entereu in 69, skip to 71'a. 

ITEM H If number entered in 68 is greater than the number entered in 69, ask 70. 

Notes 

" 

,( 

~ i 

p'O ..... IIJ ••• '''-1'-77) 
Pele 29 
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I 
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I 
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70. What type of h.alth p.rson do you lI.n.rally I •• ? 

710. L1el you have any h.alth probl.ms or m.dical 
conditions which would r.quir. you to s •• a 
doctor or oth.r h.alth p.rson on a r.gula; basis? 

b. What type of problem do you hav.? 

Do NOT read categories 
Mark 01/ that apply 

c. Did you have this (thes.) probl.m(s) before you 
were admitt.d to this jail this Hme? 

720. Does thi; jail have an infirma~ with b.ds 
for ov.rnight stays? 

!@ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I (: 
.1 
1 
I 
1 
1 

:@ 
1 
1 
I 
1 

:@g) 
* 

@ 
1 * I 
1 
1 
1 
1 

10 Doctor 

~ o Nur:.e 

3 0 Paramedi c 

4 0 Other -' Specif~ 

I DYes 

z 0 No - Skip to 720 

I 0 Heart condition 

z 0 Respiratory. breathing, or lung problem 

30 Nervous disorder (nerv'ous system, not 
tense or "uptight") , 

40 Mental problem 

sO Muscle or bone problem 
6 0 Urinary problem 

I 0 Blood pr:)blem 

z 0 Skin Pfob;'em 
3D Emotional problem 
40 DepressiCIn 

sOOther - SpecifY.,! 

@ 'OYes 
zONo 

@ I DYes 

zONo "'\' 
3'0 0 't k '. ~Conclude interview on nowij" 

b. H;;a=v=.=y=o-u-.-v.-r-s-p-en-:. t:-a-n-:J·:-gh;-:t~,J:-n.-:th;-'~'·n-::fl·:-rm-a-r-y?:-----+'-:r.;"}.:::::""· -O-----·- .. --------------~ 
:~ I ,Yes ' 
I zONo 
I 

CONCLUDE INTERVIEW 

Pace 30 
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~pendix!ll 

Technical notes 
and definitions 

Alcohol, use-Inmates who indicated 
that. they had been drinking alcoholic 
beverages at the time ofthe arrest that led 

. to their incarceration were quastioned as 
to the amount they had consumed to 
detennine whether they had been "under 

As used thro~~ghout this report, a "jail" is the influence" of alcohol. In accordance 
defined a~:,a local government facility -'Th . • fi . h b h N 
authorized to detain for at least 48 hours WIt CrIterIa urDlS ed y t e ational 

Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alco-
any adult suspected or convicted of a h I" d h 
criminal offense. Excluded from con- 0 Ism, It was consi erp.d t at inmates had 

been under the influence if they indicated 
sideration as local jails were facilities that they had consumed 8.33 cans of beer, 
designe.d specifically for the detention of ' 
. '1 h . tal fi th ., II or 6.67 4-ounce glasses of wine, or 9 
~uveDl es, OSPI s or e crIml~a y 'I-ounce jigllers of hard liauor. These 
IDs~n~, drunk. t~',lks, and lockups. In amounts contain the chemical equivalent 
addItIon, all faCIlItIes ?perated by Fe~~ral of 4 ounces of ethanol ( ure alcohol). 
or State correctIonal authOrItIes, . p 
including State-operated jails in Con- Inma~es who had consumed ~ore than 

t· t D I H" Rh d one kind of beverage were conSIdered to 
nec ICU , e aware, awau, 0 e b d th . fl 'f th b' d 
Island, and Vennont, were excluded. The e un er e 10 uence I e c0!D. IDe 
tenn "inmate, p'opul,~!!on" r~fers to the ' :~~~~t~:~:~~~ the 4-ounce mIDI mum 
number of persons coiit'ined 10 all locally Ann aI 'nc m E ch' te k d t d . '1 U I 0 e- a lOrna was as e 
opera e Jal s. to indicate the level of personal income for 
Excluded from the scope of the ·1978 the 12-month period prior to the incar­
Survey of Inmates of Local Jails were 193 ceration, as well as the main source ofthat 
small jails, holding about 900 inmates. income. Data on income levels for the 
This procedure differed from that used in U.S. population age 18-54 are estimates 
the 1970 and 1972 enumerations and was for March 1978. See Bureau ofthe Census, 
adopted because the facilities were not Current Population Reports, Series P-60, 
authorized to hold any inmates after they No. 118, "Money Income of Families and 
had beenfonnallycharged with a criminal Persons in the United States", U.S. 
offense, a process that usually (though not Government Printing Office, Washington, 
always) takes place within the first 48 D.C., March 1979, pp. 184-193. 
hours of confinement. Convicted-Those jail inmates judged 
Data, on State and Federal nrisoners gu~lty of an offense either a~ter'a plea of 

housed in. local jails ?ecause of prison :~~~~~e~~ !!: r~!~i~ ;[o~~r::~s~:r::~ 
ove~crowdl~g were derIved from the 1978 "awaiting sentence" and those "sen­
NatIonal Jail Census. tenced." The latter group includes in-

. The terms "legal status" and "detention mates assigned to serve time in a local 
status" are used broadly (and synony- facility (either the facility where they were 
mously) to characterize various phases of held at the time of the surveyor another 
the criminal adjudication process, ranging local facility), or a nonlocal facility, or an 
from arrest to the serving of time on an unknown type of facility. . 
unappealeu sentence. The tenns also Drug use-For analytical purposes, 
include such administrative or juris- three categories characterized the fre­
dictional dispositions as "sentenced to a quency of illicit drug usage by inmates 
local facility" 01' to a "nonlocal facility," during the course of their lifetime: daily, 
the latter of which refers to State or weekly, and less than weekly (a category 
Federal institutions in cases where per- that includes occasional users and those 
sons were temporarily confined in the who had used a drug only once). The types 
local jail at the time of the survey because of drugs surveyed for extent of usage and 
of overcrowding in the "nonlocal" facility drug influence at the time an offense was 
or for other, unspecified reasons. t committed included the three leading nar-
Additional explanatory notes and defini- cotics: heroin, methadone, and cocaine. 

tions of selected terms follow below. ~':n~~t:~;~~:sal(?u~;:!,~)bOa~dth~a~~~t~~ 
Age-The inmates' age was that given at rates ("downers") without a medical pre­

the time of the interview. Data on age scripHon, as well as abouttheir experience 
groups for the U.S. male population are with marijuana (including hashish), LSD, 
estimates for March 1978, provided by the PCP, and "other drugs." 
Population Division, Bureau of the Educational attainment-Data on the 
Census. educational attainment of the U.S. popu­

1 Although juvenile detention institutions were 
outside the scope of the survey, the companion 
facility census revealed that jails held a total ofl,611 
juveniles. For a distribution of the jUvenile inmates 
by State, see Table A,following the df.finitions in this 
appendix. 

lation are estimates for March 1978, 
provided by the Population Division, 
Bureau of the Census. 

Employment sUitus-The "employed" 
were construed as all inmates who had 
full-time or part-time jobs or business 
enterprises at the time of their admission 

. to jail. "Full-time" employment was 
defined as working 35 hours or more per 
week, a cat~gory that encompassed 
Anned Forces personnel. The term "part­
time" covered employment of fewer than 
35 hours a week. Data on the employment 
status ofthe U.S. population are estimates 
for February 1978. See Department of 
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,Employ­
ment and Earnings, March 1978, Vol. 25, 
No.3, pp. 33-34, 39. 

Hispanic-Inmates who indicated that 
their origin was Mexican, Puerto Rican, 
Cuban, Central or South American, or 
some other Hispanic origin, irrespective 
of race. Data on the HisoaQi,c comDonent . 
of the U.S. population can be found in 
Bureau of the Census, Current population 
Reports, Series P-20, No. 339, "Persons of 

. Spanish Origin in the United States: 
March 1978," U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C., June 1979. 

JuveniIe-A legal rather than demo­
graphic designation. For both 1970 and 
1978, data on juveniles confined in local 
jails were collected in nationwide e,en­
suses 'of jail facilities. A distribution of 
juvenile inmates by State is displayed in 
Table A, at the end of this appendix. 
Information on juveniles was not col­
lected for 1972. 

Marital status-Detennined as of the 
date of the interview rather than at the 
time of admission. Five categories were 
included on the questionnaire: never 
married, married, widowed, divorced, and 
separated. For analysis purposes, ~he last 
two were combined. "Married" includes 
those in common-law union. "~eJ>arated" 
refers to persons legally apart, rather than 
those separated by incarceration. Data on 
the marital status of the U.S. population 
are estimates for March 1978, provided by 
the Population Division, Bureau of the 
Census. 

Military service-Data on male veterans 
in the U.S. population were based on 
figures for September 1977, as reported in: 
Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstrqct 
of the United States: 1978, U.S. Govern­
ment Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 
Septeml}er 1978, p. 385. Although in­
mates who are veterans of the Armed 
Forces were not asked whether they had· 
served in Vietnam or elsewhere in South­
east Asia, it can be assumed that most of 
them below age 25 had not because they 
would have been too young. The number 
·of troops in Vietnam had been substan­
tially reduced by the end of 1972 and was 
down to almost zero by January 1973. 
Inmates who were 24 years old at the time 
of the survey (February 1978) would have 
been 18 in 1972 and, among inmates less 
than 25 years of age as of 1978, only 24-
year-olds would have had the opportunity 
to have seen military service in Vietnam. 
On the other hand, because the official 
U.S. Government definition of "Vietnam 

I era veterans" encompasses those who 
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served at any time between APlil S, 1964, 
and May 7; 1975, it can be assumed that 
inmates between the ages. of 21 and 24 . 

. could have served in the military during 
that. era. 

Poycltyleyel-As applied to 1977 annual 
income, the U.S. Government definition 
of the "pov,erty level" for family groups 
larger .than 2 persons ranged from $4,806 
for a 3-member family to $10,137 for a 
family of1 persons or more. See Bureau of 
the Census, Cu"ent Population RejJorts, 
Series P-60, No. 116, "Money Income and 
Poverty status of Families and Persons in 
the United States (Advance Report)," 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash­
ington, D.C., July 1978, p. 20. 

Prilon-A State or Federal confinement 
facility, chiefly used for holding convicted 

. felons serving sentences of more than 1 
year. In this report, figures on Federal and 
State prisoners for 1972 are as of Decem­
ber 31, approximately 6 months affer that 
year's jail inmate survey. For 1978, 
prisoner figures are as of December 31, 
1977, about 2 montps prior to the 1911fjail 
inmates survey. See Law Enforcement 
Assistance. Administration, Prisoners in 
State and Federal Institutions on December 
31,1971,1972 and 1973, NPS Bulletin SD­
NPS-PSF-1, May 1975, pp. 12-16, and 
same title, NPS Bulletin SD-NPS-PSF-5, 
February 1979, pp. 13-15. 

Race-The race of inmates was deter­
mined by interviewer observation. The 
racial categories distinguished in the 
report are white, black, and other. The 
category "other" includes American 
Indi'ans, Alaskan Natives, Pacific Island~ 
ers, and persons of Asian ancestry. Data 
on races for the U.S. male population are 
estimates for March 1978, provided by 
the Population Division, Bureau of the 
Census. 
UDcoDYict~Those' jailed inmates 

involved in criminal proceedings for a 
crime alleged against them, but not yet 
judged innocent or guilty. Within. this 
category, the staius "not yet arraigned" 
denotes those in~ates who had not yet 
been charged in !a court with the com­
mission of a crime'. Inmates who haa been 
,formally charged' before a court were 
categorized as "ar*aigncd and awaiting or 
on trial." 
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Tab/eA Juvenile Inm..- of local J_II., 
by region _nd ....,·1970 _nd 1978 

Region and State 

United States 

Northeast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 

, New Jersey 
_ Penl1sylvania 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
MissiSsippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas' 

West 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

1970 

3,857) 

9891 
,~ 

10 
,0 
10 

·'1·· 
liW, 
J26 
,254 

!~~~ 
:249 
• 106 

29 
79 
73. 
41 
55 

3 
26 
44 
75 

1,325 

106 
• 2 

172 
52 
37 
41 

132 
142 

78 
79 
87 
74 
45 
61 
48 

169 

560 
53 
42 
25 
47 
46 
33 
10 
15 
40 
59 

188 
2 
o 

i 
! 

NOT E:. As of 1978, five States-..,Connecticut, Delaware H . 
jail-prison !lystems and, therefore, were exclud~d a:a11, Rhode Isl~nd, and Vermont--had integrated 

I operated jails in addition to 'an integrated jail . fr m !he calculation. Alaska, which had 6 locally 

1978 

1,611 

99 
6 
8 

o 

84 
o 
1 

'515 
88 

152 
23 
21 
62 
13 
10 
20 

1 
23 
38 
64 

669 

o 
o 

155 
22 
32 
34 
9 

42 
60 
61 
22 
68 
57 
15 
28 
64 

328 
20 
41 
24 
23 
39 
17 
1 

16 
16 
17 

113 
1 

The 1970 figure for New York and hence th s ~-prt~on sys em, was included in the calculations. 
in the 1970 Nlltional Jail Census' 3 94'3 youthf'ul Of; dor e Northeast and the U.S. differ from those pUblished 
exclud-d f -' , 0 .en ers not subject to jU'1 .... e or purposes of comparison with 1978 data. ven! e court JUrlsdiction were 
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Appendix IV 

,Survey methodology 
and standard errors 

The statistical data and analytiCal findings 
presented in this report derive from a 
survey conducted in Februar.y 1978 among 
a sample of the inmates of local jails 
throughout the United States. The survey, 
undertaken through personal interviews, 
was coordinated with the 1978 Census of 
Local Jails, taken the same month. The 
inmates interviewed were questioned 
about their social and economic back­
ground, alcohol and drug use habits, prior 
criminal record, current offense, and court 
experience. The completed interviews 
were assigned appropriate numerical 
weights to assure that in the aggregate 
they would be representative of all jail 
inmates throughout the Nation. Based on 
i sample rather than a complete enumera-; 
tion, the data are estimates subject to 
errors resulting from sampling variability. 

Sample design and size 

Survey specifications required a sample of 
a!)Out 4,000 male and 2,000 female 
inmates in approximately 400 institu­
tions. The sample, drawn from files main­
tained by the Governments Division of 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, amounted 
to about 1 in every 26 persons detained in 
the Nation's locally operated jails. About 
3 500 facilities met the criteria detailed in 
the first two paragraphs of Appendix III 
and, thus, were eligible for inclusion in 
the sample. 

As a first step in designing the survey, 
these jails were stratified into three classes 
for men and five for women. Institutions 
that held an estimated 225 or more 
inmates were all included in both sam­
ples. In each of these large institutions­
numbering 132 and containing almost half 
of the inmates of each sex-males were 
sampled at the rate of 1 in 35 and females 
at the rate of 1 in 4. Jails holding fewer 
than 225 inmates were divided into two 
classes in the male sample and four classes 
in the female sample. Institutional and 
inmate sampling rates for each of the 
classes are shown in the accompanying 
chart. The male sample was self-weighting 
and the female sample was of sufficient 
size to assure adequate representation in 
the survey. 

Of some 6,300 interview candidates 
identified by this selection process, some 
5 300-approximately 85 percent-were, 
a~tuallY interviewed. Of the remaining 
1000 47 percent were released before 
they 'COUld be interviewed, 42 percent 
declined to participate, and the remainin~ 
11 percent were excluded for other 
reasons. 
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Sex of inmates 
and stratum 

Male inmates 
I 

II 

III 

Female inmates 
I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

Number of 
inmates in 
institution 

Sex of 
population of 
institution 

225 or more Males or 
both sexes 

Less than Both sexes, 
225 including 

at least 
21 males 

Less than Both sexes, 
225 less than 

21 males 

225 or 
more 
Less than 
225 
Less than 
225 

Less than 
225 

Less than 
40 

Females or 
both sexes 
Females 

Both sexes, 
including 
at least 
20 females 
Both sexes, 
including 
at least 
21 males; 
less than 
20 females 
Both sexes, 
including 
less than 
21 males; 
less than 
20 females 

'Institutional 
sampling rate 

All 

1 in 5 

1 in 35 

All 

1 in 2 

1 In 2 

1 in 5 

1 in 35 

Inmate 
sampling rate 

1 in 35 

1 in 7 

All 

1 in 4 

1 in 2 

1 in 2 

All 

All 

Estimation procedure females only and housing fewer than 225 
inmates; facilities housing males and 

Five adjustment factoT,s were applied in females with a total. of fewer than 225 
the assignment of a final weight to each inmates; and facilities housing both males 
interview, or data record: and females with a total of225 inmates or 

(1) A basic weight (the reciprocal of more. For any of the 18 categories, the 
each inmate's probability of selection), noninterview adjustment was defined as 
appli.ed to.all records. For males, the value the ratio of the weighted number of inter- , 
of this w~lght was 35. !"or females, one of viewed plus noninterviewed inmates in, 
three Welg?,ts :v~~ asslgn:d: 4,.5, or ~5. that category to the weighted number ofl 

(2) An mslltutlOn nonmterVleW adjust- , interviewed inmates in the same category. 
ment, applied to inmate data records to I ..' . 
account for jailed inmates in institutions (4) A first-stage ratIO adj~st~~nt was 
where it was not possible to conduct on~ of two ste?s taken to mInimize. t?e 
interviews and where demographic infor- ; v~rt~nce resultIng from the us~ ?f Jails 

I mation on the inmates was not available. WithIn th~ s~mple to represent jaIl~ that 
! (3) An inmate noninterview adjustment, were not 10 .he sa'.llple. It was apphed to 
; applied to adjust the weights of all inter- all data records of IOm!lte~ (separately for 

viewed inmate data records in order to males and femal~s). 10 Jails that. were 
account for non interviewed inmates for ?ot self-representmg, theref~re, this ad­
whom partial demographic information Justment f~ctor was. not apphcable to the 
was available. This adjustment, made records o~ Inmat~s. I.n the 132 large, self­
separately for males and females, was repr~sentIng, faclh!les. The procedur~, 
applied to 18 categories ofinformation as apphed before the In~ate ~o.u~t made In 
defined by different combinations ofthree the .1978 Cen~us of Jad Factlltte~ became 
variables: race (black and other than avatlable, adJu.sted for the dl~erence 
black), age (under 20,20-24,25 and over), bet~e.e? ~he ~stt!Dated numb~r ofmmat~s 
and size of facility. There were three size- held IOjatls wlt~n.t~e sample and the estt­
of-facility categories for males, all per- mated number 10 Jails represented by the 
taining to facilities housing both maies sample. .'. . • 
and females: facilities with fewer than 21 (5) The final step 10 the weightIng pro­
males those with at least 21 m~les but, cedurew/lsasecond-stagera,tioadjustment 
fewer'than 225 total inmates, and those to bring the survey-derived inmate count 
with 225 or more inmates. For females, into accord with the jail population as, 
the three categories were: facilities for .enumerated in the 1978 Census of Jail 

.," U:. &1#.., i,; ,ltl1UlUi I!I''' 
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Facilities. A ratio adjustment was devel­
oped for each of the three size-of-facility 
categories for males (less than 21. 21-224. 
and 225 or more) and foreach ofthe two 
such categories for females (less than 225 
an~ 225 or more). For any category, the 
adjustment was defined as the ratio 
between the total number of inmates as 
determined by the facility census and the 
weighted total estimated from the inmate 

the sample; errors in estimating values foi 
mi'ssing data; differences in the inmates' 
int,erpretation of questions; r.espondent 
inability or unwillingness to provide 
CClrrect information or to report informa-! 
tibn accurately; errors made in recording 
coding, and processing the data· and 
possible undercoverage (i.e., fai1~re to 
represent all jails within the sample): 
Standard errors calculated for use with 
data from this survey partially gauge the. 
effect of certain nonsampling errors in 
response and enumeration, but they do 
nO,t measure systematic biases in the data. 

Population 
All Inmates 
Male 
Female 

Paramelera 
-0.000301 
-0.000338 
-0.000738 

Parameter b 
47.66 
50.32 
7.05 

Formula i. Standard errors'forestimates 
oftM numberofinmatesmay be calculated 
by using the following formula: 

• s.e.(x) - 1 ax2 + bx 

In this formUla, x is the estimated number 
ofinmates. whether male. female or the 
two combined, and a and b are the 'param­
eters taken from the tabulation· above; 

survey. " 

Reliability of estimates 

The particular sample used for the 1978 .,' Beca~se the full extent of nonsampling 
Survey of Inmates of Locallilils was only _error IS unknown, however, particular care 
one of a large number of possible samples should be exercised in the interpretation 
of the same size that could have been of figures based on a relatively small 
selected using the same design and sam- number of cases or on small differences 
pie selection procedures. Estimates between estimates. 
derived from different samples would ' 

To illustrate the use of Formula 1, Data 
Table 2 shows that the number of un con­
victed women being held in jails was 
4,074. ,This estimate and the appropriate 
parameters are substituted in the formUla, 
and the calculation proceeds as fOllows: 

s.e; (4,074) - 1(-0.000738)(4.074)2 
differ from each other. The standard error Statlstical results from the survey were 
of a survey estimate is a measure of t.he used for analytical purposes in this report 
variation among the estimates from all only when based on an estimated count of 
possible samples and is, therefore, a 300 or more male inmates (or inmates of 
measure of the precision with which the both sexes) and of 100 or more female 
estimate from a particular sample ap- inmates. When computed on smaller 
proximatt~ the average of all possible bases, the estimates were considered 
sample estimates. The estimate and its statistically unreliable. Nevertheless 
associated standard error may be used to such figures are shown in the data tables t~ 
construct an approximate confidence permit such combinations of data cate­
int~rval-that is, an interval having:a pre- gories as may serve the need ofindividual 
scrtbed probability that it would illiclude users. 
the average of all possible sampi() esti-
mates. This average mayor may not be 
~ontained in any particular computed 
IOterval. But, for a particular sample, it 
can be determined with specific confi­
dence that the average of all p~)ssible 
sample estimates is included lin the. 
constructed interval. 

Ifall possible samples were selected under 
essentially' the same general cOlllditions 
and us~ng the, same sample desiglll, and if 
an estImate and its estimated standard 
error were calculated from each sample; 
then: 

l. Approximately 68 percent of the 
intervals from one standard error below 
the estimate to one standard error above 
the estimate would include the avi~rage for' 
all possible samples. " 

. 2. Approximately 90 percen/; of the 
IOtervals from l.6 standard errors below 
the estimate to l.6 standard errclrs above' 
the estimate would include the average for . 
all possible samples. 

. 3. Approximately 95 percent of the 
IOtervals fmm two standard errors below 
the estimate to two standard errors above 
the estimate would include the average for' 
all possible samples. 

In add!!!Qn to sampling error, the esti­
matl?f:)}Jttfi~pted in this report are subject: 
to t~tujsanlpling error. Major sources of 
such error include the inability to obtain' 
complete information from; all inmates in . 

Computation and application 
of standard errors 

Results presented in this report were 
tested to determine whether or not statis­
tical significance could be associated with 
observed differences between figures. As 
a result of such tests, all statements of 
comparison are significant at a l.6 stand­
ard error level or better, and the vast 
majority are significant at a minimum 
level of 2.0 standard errors. This means 
that, for most comparisons dted in the 
report, the estimated difference is greater 
than twice the standard error of the 
difference. Statements of comparison 
qualified by the phrase "some indication" 
have a level of significance between l.6 
and 2.0 standard errors. For this report, 
differences that failed the test at 1.6 
standard errors (i.e., at a 90-percent level 
of confidence) were not considered statis­
tically significant. The discussion that 
follows is designed to assist persons 
wishing to perform their own standard 
error tests. 

The tabulation below presents two sets of 
parameters (denoted a and b) to calCUlate 
the standard errors applicable to estimates 
for inmates of each sex, as well as for the' 
total jail population. The a value is used 
only in computations involving absolute 
num!>ers, and the b value is used in 
conjunction with both numbers and' 
percentages, 

+ (7.05)(4,074) 
- 128 

This means that the confidence interval 
around the estimllte of 4,074 at one stand­
ard error is 128, and the confidence 
interval at the second standard error 
would be double that figure, or 256. 

Formula.2. Standard errors for an esti­
mate of the percent of inmates may be cal­
culated using the following formula: 

u.(pJ - -I~ p(100-p) 
, ' 

In this formUla, x is the size of the inmate 
population (or subgroup thereof) that is 
the base of the, percentage for which the 
standard error is being computed; p is the, 
estimated percentage; and b is the param­
eter from the above tabulation. 

Using Data Table 3, it can -be seen that 
an estimated 56.7 percent of all Hispanic 
inmates were categorized under "con­
victed" detention status and that the base 
figure for this estimat~ is 16,349. The For­
mula 2 calculation p:oceeds from the 
following: 
s.e.(56.7) -

- 2.7 

47.66 
16,349 56•7(100-56.7) 

This means that the coDfldence interviu 
around the estimate of 56.7 at one stand­

. ard error is 2.7, and the confidence inter­
val at the second standard error would be , 
double that figure, or 5.4. 

Formula 3. The standard error ofa differ­
ence between two estimates is' approxi­
mated with the formula 

s.e.(x-y) - Is.e.(x)2,+ s.e.(y)2 

'where x and y represent the two esti­
mates. The formula will represent the 
actual standard error quite accurately for 
the difference between uncorrelated 
estimates. If, however, there is a large 
positive correlation, the formula will over­
estimate the true standard, error of the 
difference; and ifthere is a large negative' 

53 



54 

cOrrelation, it will underestimate the true 
standard error of the difference. 

In the preceding example, the standard 
error of the estimated 56. 7 percen~, wits 
calculated using Formula 2. Data Taole 3 
of thlreport also Yields a figure of 57.8 as 
the percent of "convicted" non-Hispanics. 
Using Formula 2 again, it can be found 
that the standard error of this percent is 
0.905. ApplYing FormUla 3 with x'" 57.8 
and y ... 56.7, . 

I.c.(x--y) - 1(0.905)2 + (2.7)2 

- 2.8 I 

This means that,the chances are 95 out of 
100 that the estimated difference based on 
the sample would differ from the average 
difference from.: all possible samples by 
less than twic~ the standard e(ror, or 
5.6. The 95-percent confidence interval 
around the difference ofl.l is from -4.5 to 
+6.7 (i.e., 1.1 plus and minus 5.6). Because 
this confidence interval includes negative 
values, it cannot be concluded with 95-
percent confidence that this difference 
stems from factors other than sampling 
error. 

The ratio of a difference to its sta.ndard 
error also may be used for determining its 
level of statistical significance. For ex­
ample, a ratio of 2.0 or more denotes 
that the difference is significant at the 95-
percent confidence level; a ratio from 1.6 
to 2.0 indicates that the difference is sig­
nificant at a confidence level between 90 

. and 95 percent; and a ratio ofless than,1.6 . 
defines a level of confidence below 90 per­
cent. In the above example, the ratio ofthe 
difference 1.1 to its standard error 2.8 
equaJs 0.4. It can, therefore, be concluded 
that tbe difference was not significant .at a 
mini/)lUm cOnfidence level of 90 percent, 
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