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During 1982, 201,000 persons were
admitted to State prisons to begin
serving newly imposed court sentences
‘or because they had violated the terms
of an earlier conditional release.
During the same year, 157,000 persons
were released from State prisons by
parole board decison, mandatory re-
lease, or by expiration of term.” The
data for this report on the characteris-
ties of persons adm\igted to or released
from prison in 1982 were obtained from
29 States and the District/of Columbia
and cover approximately three-fifths of
the Nation's total State prison admis-
sions and reieases.

o The overwhelming majority of those
admitted to and those released from
prison in 1982 were male and almost
half of both groups were black.

¢ The median age of those admitted to
prison was 25 years; the median age at
release was 27 years.

o Violent offenders accounted for
37.5% of those admitted to prison and
35.9% of those released.

e Burglary and robbery were the most
prevalent offenses for which persons
were admitted to prison. While the
percentage of blacks admitted for

o
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This is the second Bureau of
Justice Statistics special report
devoted to statistics on persons
admitted to and released from
State prisons. This series con-
tinues to enlighten us regarding
such basic questions as: Who goes
to prison and for what crimes?
How r\nuch time do offenders spend
in prison? Are offenders serving
more or less time-than in the
past?

As increasing numbers of
offenders are convicted and sen-
tenced under new iaws requiring
mandatory prison terms and fixed
sentences without possibility of
parole, statistics on admissions
and releases will provide an early
indication of the effect of these

July 1985

laws on prison populations and on
tiine served by offenders. This
informetion will be essential to an
examination of the effectiveness
of these new statutes.
Twenty-nine States and the
District of Columbia contributed
the offender-specific data that
made this report passible. We
gratefully acknowledge their
generous contribution. Because of
the uniqueness of this series and
its value to everyone concerned
with correctional policy, we hope
that all 50 States will recognize
the value of participating in this

burglary (25.5%) was less than the
percentage of whites (29.6%), the per-
centage of blacks admitted for robbery
(24.0%) was almost twice as large as
the percentage of whites (13.6%).

o The median sentence for those admit-
ted to prison was 51 months, and the
median time served of those released
was 16 months.

o About 3% of ‘those entering prison had
received a life sentence. Two of every
three life sentences were imposed for
murder. Murderers, drug offenders,
robbers, and rapists, as a group, -
accounted for more than 9 of every 10

program.
Steven R. Schlesinger
Director
Median Median
. sentence time served
o for 1982 for'1982
Offerse admissions releages
All offenses : months 16 months
Murder Life* 69
Manslaughter 105 28
Rape 120 38
Robbery 78 25
Assault 48 15
Burglary 42 14
Larceny 32 10
Auto theft 36 13
Forgery/fraud/
embezzlement 3 11
Drugs 43 11
® Sentences greater than 50 years
were assumed to be life,

-




R g

- h
i

e o b AT

offenders who were admitted to prison
with a life sentence in 1982.

® N(énrly theee-fifths of those released
in 1982 on a life sentence served 7
years or less in prison; nearly a quarter
served three years or less.

o Fifty-two percent of those relcased
from prison in 1982 were released by
f:;:le boards, compared with 72% in

ADMISSIONS
Demography .

Sex. Males were 94.2% of those
admitted to prison in 1982 (table 1).
This proportion has remained stable
since data first became available in
1926. Ariong reporting States, the
percentage of females admitted to
prison ranged from a high of 14.2%
in Massachusetts to a low of 3.0% in
New Hampshire. The percentage of
females was nearly the same among
black and white offenders (6.2% vs.
$.7%). For white inmates the highest
percentage of females (13.7%) was in
Massachusetts and the lowest (2.9%)
was in New York. Among blacks, the

highest percentage of females (13.6%)
was in Nevada and the lowest (2.2%)
was in Rhode Island. Five States—
Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire,
North Dakota, and South Dakota—
admitted no black females.

Race. Whites accounted for 52.8%
of those admitted to prison in 1982;
blacks, 46.3%. Members of other racial
groups—principally American Indians
and Asian or Pacific Islanders—
composed the remaining 0.9%. The
percentage of persons admitted to
prison who are classified as members of
"other™ races has remainad stable over
time. The proportion of blacks has
incressed, however, from about a
ter of the admissions in 1926, to about
a third of the admissions between 1941
and 1960, to 43.5% in 1981, and tc
46.3% in 1982.

Montana reported the smallest
percentage of blacks among those
admitted to prison (1.4%), followed by
North Dakota and South Dakota (each
with 2%). These three States also
reported a relatively large percentage
of their prison admissions to be persons
of "other" races, most of whom were
Native Americans. Hawaii admitted
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Table 2. Age distribution for State prison
admissions snd relsasss, 1962
Age Admissions Releases
Total 100.0% 100.0%
Under 18 2.5 0.5
18-24 4.2 38.1
25-34 37.0 40.6
35-44 11.3 12.8
45-54 3.7 5.5
55-64 1.1 2.2
65 and older 0.2 0.3
Median age 25 years 27 years
Number 113,378 88,950
Note: Age data were reported for more than
99% of the 114,391 admissions and the 89,573
releases covered by this report.

the largest percentage of persons of
"other" races (67.3%), most of whom
were Asian Americans or Pacific

Islanders.

Age. The median age of persons
admitted to prison during 1982 was 25
years (table 2). Offenders aged 18 to
24 years accounted for 44.2% of the
admissions; cach successively older age
group accounted for a smaller propor- '
tion. Those 65 or older accounted for
less than one-half of one percent.

Table 1. w«mmm&mmuuxm
Admissions Reloases
— — Xaee ________
, ' Median T Median
State Male White Black  Other® age Male White Black  Other® age
U.S. estimate "% 52.8% 45.3% % 35 yrs. 94.3% 53.3% 45.0% 9% 27 yrs.

Alabama 93.0 42.8 57.2 - = 25 94.0 43.8 56.2 0 27
Delaware 92.6 42.4 57.6 0 24 91.8" 43.8 56.4 0 . 26
District of Columbia - 93.0 3.9 96.1 0 27 96.9 2.7 97.3 0 29

’ i 94.1 473 2.7 0 25 93.4 48.0 51.9 oo 28
Hawaii 93.0 27.4 5.3 §T.3 25 88.9 33.7 5.8 60.6 - 28
Ilinois 95.0 42.2 57.8 0 24, 95.2 36.5 3.5 - 26
Iowa 95.8 85.7 13.0 1.3 24 95.68 4.9 13.9 1.2 25
Kentucky 93.0 74.6 25.4 0 25 93.3 7.4 22.9 0 27
Louisiana .7 voe oo oo - 4.3 31.6 7.8 0.7 27
Massachusetts 85.8 70.2 2%.6 0.2 25 78.3 69.5 28.8 0.2 28
Mississippi 94.5 341 5.8 6.1 24 4.4 37.1 82.7 0.1 25
Missouri 95.1 61.4 38.4 0.2 24 9.4 84.5 35.4 - 25
Montana 4.3 7%.8 1.4 18.8 25 M3 78.0 L5 20.5 27
Nebraska 9.2 73.5 21.5 S.1 24 94.4 1.7 21.4 8.9 26
Nevada 92.7 701 26.9 k53 27 4.3 74.0 22.1 3.9 29
New Hampehire 97.0 5.8 2.6 1.3 25 9.6 7.4 0.8 1 25
New Mexico 95.0 2.6 12.8 4.6 4 95.4 5.4 10.7 3.9 29
New York 9.6 4TS 52.0 0.5 25 5.1 9.4 51.0 0.6 0
North Carolina 4.1 ‘418 4.7 2.8 24 2.8 .7 4.9 2.4 26
North Dekota 2.0 5.0 2.0 13.0 23 9.8 1.4 0.8 15.1 f +]
Ohio 1.2 4.9 561 [ ] 3 90.3 [ oo . e
Pennsylvania .S 49.7 8.2 0.1 n 4.5 $2.0 4.0 - 8
Rhode Isiand 96.5 8.3 315 0.2 24 %.9 749 %1 0 26
South Carolita .4 4.4 $3.5 6.1 24 4.7 4.7 S1.1 0.1 16
South Dekota 7.9 7.9 2.0 0.1 “ 24 4.9 w1 1.8 23.% 25
Tennessee 2.9 58.9 411 [ ] 25 92.7 2.2 3.8 0 16
Texas 3.6 611 389 [ ] 23 3.8 62.3 37.7 [ 27
Utsh 9.2 9.8 7.2 3.0 27 4.9 0.7 .3 2.1 28
West Virginia 5.8 6.4 136 1 23 7.5 .1 12.5 0.3 25
Wisconsin 3.9 2.3 3.7 LX) 24 4.4 2.2 3.6 42 13
Nete: Data on the proportion of admissions sad returns from sppeal or boad, tranefers and ® "Other" includes Asians; Native Americens,
relesses that are male are from Prisoners in misosllancous admissions; from releases they - Pacific Islanders, and other

:nu and roa::n Institutions on December 31 sxchede esoapess -; 1:’\:?:.:; releases on appsal ... Data ot svallable-or couldinot be utilised.

glznm BIE, Apell 1983; edmlisslons or bond, transfers, miscsllansous - Loa- g AL k g
N excluds uel'pu and AWOL's returned, then 8.1%.

Table 3. State prison ad:aissions, 1982: distribution and sentence lengths by offense and race
All races White Black Other
Sentence length Sentence length Sentence length Sentence length
Per- in_months Per- in_ months Per- in_months Per- in months
Offense cent  Median Mean® cent  Median Mean cent  Median  Mean® cent Median  Mean®
All offenses 100.0% 51 77.7 100.0% 50 75,3 100.0% 52 80.3 100.0% 49 75.4
\ Violent, total 37.5 82 111.1 32.1 82 110.6 43.7 82 111.1 39.6 81 109.3
Murder 4.5 Li[eb 249.5 4.4 LifeP 241.7 4.5 522 250.2 4.3 228 239.5
Manslaughter 2.7 105 120.8 2.3 94 116.3 3.0 110 125.2 3.7 115 151.6
Rape 2.8 120 159,2 2.3 118 94,1 3.2 126 164.4 2,0 b4 146.4
Other sexual assault 1.6 59 96,2 2.1 58 94,1 0.9 64 103.0 3.3 60 79.7
Robbery 18.3 78 105.6 13.6 81 109.3 24,0 76 103.4 11,5 109 120.5
Assault 6.5 48 68.9 5.9 49 69.2 6.9 47 68.7 12,5 48 64.7
Other violent offenses 1.3 69 104.8 1.4 66 106.0 1.1 74 105.9 2.3 58 79.8
Property, total 48,9 37 55.5 52.1 39 57.1 45.4 35 53.6 49.8 40 56.9
Burglary 27.7 42 59.7 29.6 43 61.0 25.5 40 58.1 30.8 38 61.3
Larceny 9.9 32 48.6 9.7 33 50.5 10.2 30 46.9 9.6 43 49.2
Auto theft 1.8 36 50,7 2.2 38 50.4 1.3 35 52,2 2.0 b4 37.7
Forgery/fraud/
embezzlement 5.9 33 50.9 6.5 34 52.8 5.3 32 47.8 3.9 49 31.6
Other property offenses 3.6 34 52.4 4.0 34 54.3 3.1 33 49.5 3. 44 55.4
Drugs 8.1 4 57.9 9.5 43 57.4 6.5 43 58.3 4.5 32 55.0
Public order a1 2 43.9 5.5 29 443 3.7 30 43.8 5.9 21 35,0
Other offenses 0.8 35 65.6 0.9 36 68.1 0.7 33 62.2 0.2 . 30.0
Number of admissions 95,922 51,295 43,723 904
Note: Offense data were reported for 95,922 of all rted admissi b -
(84%) of the 114,391 admissions. Sentence length . Medin;",‘,’& compu"t,::jsloo:iéss than 20 cases, Senten(;-jef grb?lt'?r than 30 years were
data were provided for 73,488 of these cases, 63% ® Excludes those sentenced to life or death. assumed to be life.

The inedian age at admission was
lowest in North Dakota and West
Virginia (23 years) and highest in the
District of Columbia, Nevada, New
Mexico, Pennsylvania, and Utah (27
years).

Offenses

Violent offenses (including murder,
manslaughter, rape and other sexual
assault, robbery, aggravated assault,
and miscellaneous violent offenses)
accounted for 37.5% of all admissions
to prison in 1982; 32.1% of the white
offenders and 43.7% of the black of-
fenders were admitted for violent
crimes (table 3). While black offenders
accounted for 46.3% of all prison ad-
missions, they composed 52.8% of all
those admitted for a violent offense.
Between 1926 and 1982, the percentage
of those admitted to prison for violent
offenses ranged from 24% to 39% (in
those years for which data are avail-
able). In 1978 it rose to 39% and has
stayed at about that level (table 4).

Burglary and robbery, in that order,
were the two most prevalent offenses
among inmates admitted to prison,
irrespective of race, accounting for
46.0% of all admissions (table 3). While
the percentage of blacks admitted for
burglary (25.5%) was somewhat lower
than the percentage of whites (29.6%),
the percentage of blacks admitted for
robbery (24.0%) was almost twice as

“high as the percentage of whites

(13.6%). Murder and manslaughter
offenders were slightly more prevalent .
among blacks than whites (7.5% vs.

Table 4. State prison admissions for selected years
Admissiofrs from
court per 10,000 Percent admitted Median
Year adult population® for violent crimnes™® sentence
1926 5.8 25% 66 months
1927 6.2 24 66
1928 6.5 25 62 "“
+1929 6.3 26 63
1930 7.0 27 63
1931 7.5 28 e
1932 7.0 26 64
1933 8.5 28
1934 6.3 28 65
1935 6.3 26 65
1936 5.7 25 64
1937 5.8 28 61
1939 5.9 28 62
1940 6.3 27 63
1941 5.7 29 62
1942 4.8 31 65 ;
1943 4.0 32 87 A
1944 3.7 30 67 .,
1945 4.0 30 68 2
1946 4.7 30 66 =
1950 5.3 63
1956 5.8 63
1960 6.4 27 63 ;
1978 7.2 39 63 é
1979 7.4 39 58 <
1981 9.0 39 53 i
1982 9.8 o 38 51 z
«= Not available, rape, other sexual assault, robbery, 3
. Sources: Prisoners in the U.S., 1926-82,8JS; aggravated assault, and miscellaneous ¥
Annual P@tion gstgmaus; Bureau of the violent offenses.
ensus. Annual admission rate is for all 50 € Data for 1978-81 are from unpublished BIS
States. The adult population comgists of admission and release statistics. The
b civilian residents 18 years of age and older. number of States reporting during this
Violent offenses: murder, manslaughter, period varied by year between 25 and 32.
6.7%), as were offenders convicted of whites admitted to prison than among i

~ assault (6.9% vs. 5.9%). All property

offenses (except for larceny), drug
offenses, and public order offenses
were more highly represented among

blacks.

The percentage of those admitted to

prison who were convicted of a violent




offense varied widely among the
reporting:States, from a high of 71%
in Massachusetts to a low of 17% in
South Dakota (table 5). A total of
four States—Massachusetts, Hawaii,
New York, and Rhode isiand—reported
that more than 50% of their admis-
sions were for violent offenses.

Seven States—South Dakota, Iowa,
North Carolina, Tennessee, Nebraska,
Texas, and G i ted that
less than 30% of their admissions
were for violent offerses. In all

but thred:reporting States—Delaware,
Montana, and South Dakota—the -
percentage of violent offenders
among blacks admitted to prison
exceeded the percentage of violent
offenders among whites admitted.
(Montana and South Dakota each admit-
ted only one black for a violent

+ offense.).

Age and offense

About five-sixths of all those
admitted to prison for all offenses
in 1982 were under 35 years of age;
nearly hailf were under 25 years of age
(table 6). The oldest were those
convicted of public order offenses
(median age of 30), manslaughter (29),
murder (28), forgery/fraud/embezzle-
ment (28) and drug offenses (28).
The youngest were those convicted of

robbery, burgiary, and auto theft (all
with a median age of 23).

The relationship-between age and
offense can also be analyzed by
examining the most prevalent con-
viction offenses among different age
frows of those admitted to prison

table 7). Robbery and burglary were
the most common offenses among the
younger age groups, while murder,
manslaughter and public order offenses
were mast commoit among the oldest
age groups. Comsider, for example,

Tebie §. State prisen admissiens and relespes, 1982:
sentenss m time served, and peresnt esnvieted of viclent erime
Admissions First relessas®
— _ Perowk Péccent
oconvicted ‘Median convieted
S Medien of time of vlol‘n
State smtence crimes served crimes
Total 51 months 8% 16 months %
Alabama 54 30 12 28
Delaware » 35 . ..
Distriet of Cclmhu 73 49 37 S4
Georgia 53 & . 13 7.
Hawaii 110 87 29 “
linois .39 40 14 41
Iowa 116 23 17 o
Kentucky 55 38 7 31
Louisiana v 13 8
Messaciusetts 111 n 16 -0
Misglesippi 19 32 11 26
Missouri 13 32 . 14 28
Montana 70 N N 11 26
Nebrasia U 28 15 25
Nevada 52 39 15 5
New Hampshire 55 37 13 32
New Mexieo 4 “ 2 .48
New York 49 56 21 S 88
North Carolina o 39 44 13 7 26
North Dakota 33 32 11 ‘ 7 an
ohio s - - / -
Perwsyivania 6 419 18 / 47
Rhode Island 31 st ) & I 47
South Caroline 87 33 - 3
South Dekota n 17 u/ 17
Teanessee S R p ) 14
Texas - Lo T . 28
Utah [ ] 37 14 32
West Virginia 11 3 14 27
Wisoconsin M 39 18 7
== Data not availsble or could not be utilized.  ® Violent offerses: murder, manslaughter,
& Pirst reloase is the release of an offender rape, other sexual sssault, robbery,
from prison for the first time since his ﬂnntod amault, and miscellaneous violent
commitment for his present offerse.
N € Includes all relemses. ‘

how the prevalence of admissions for
burglary drops off with age. For those
admitted to prison under the age of 25,
more than 1 in 3 was sentenced for bur-
glary; for those 25-34 it was 1 in 4; for
those 35-44, 1 in 6; for those 45-54, 1 in
9; for those 55-64, 1 in 14; and for
those 65 and older only 1 in 25 was

admitted for burglary. A similar pat-

tern exists for robbery: about 1 in every -

5 cffenders under 25 was convicted of
rabbery, butmlyllnevcry”ofthose
BSoroIder

For murder, manslaughter, and

. public order offerses the pattern is

Table 8. Age distribution of State prisen admissions, by effense, 1902

@

Forgery, fraud, cmbu:k-uut

Age at admission
:‘umbc Less i
3 than 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 [ ) y-n
Oftense uhidiou 'l‘ou} yoars years yoars yoars yoars youu lM over
All offerses® 1«%14 100% 2.6% 44.0% 36.9% 11.4% 3.6% 1.1%: 81%
R Murder 4,327 100 2.7 32.4 36.7 16.8 1.5 2.8 0.8
i “""',"l""" 2,598 100 1.7 20.4 31.7 19.3 4t 1.2
Rape. o 2,884 100 3.8 40.8 371 12.9 1.0 .-
‘Robbery 17,702 108 4.2 S0.¢ 3.0 7.1 &3
Asault 6,652 100 1.9 3.3 .7 78 )
Burglary 27,431 100 35 S8, 6.5
Larceny 10,534 100 2.1
Auto. theft 1.132 108 35

TR
Table 7. Offesse distribution within age groups for State prison admissions, 1962
Age at admission
Less
then 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45~54 55-64 65 years
Offense Total years years years years years years and over
Al offerses® 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% . 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.9%
Murder 4.3 4.5 31 4.2 6.3 8.8 11.0 18.4
Mansiaughter 2.6 1.7 1.6 2.6 4.3 5.1 9.8 16.8
¢ Rape 2.6 3.8 2.4 2.6 2.9 2.9 2.5 1.0
Robber 17.6 28.4 20.1 17.1 10.9 7.8 4.6 2.6
Asault 8.6 4.8 5.7 6.9 8.1 9.1 9.1 8.7
Burglary ) 272 382 .9 232 15.6 113 7.3 4.1
] - Larceny ° 10.4 8.8 10.5 10.2 11.1 10.7 7.8 3.6
! Auto theft 1.8 2.3 2.1 1.4 1.3 1.5 0.9 2.9
. Forgery, fraud,
e embezzlenent 6.2 1.4 4.3 7.5 8.8 9.4 1.5 4.1
;o Drugs g 80 08 5.1 105 120 Y 8.0 2.7
Public order 5.3 2.3 3.1 5.6 8.9 13.7 19.8 173
Other offersea® 7.4 4.6 8.4 7.7 9.4 9.4 11.0 11.7
Number of
- admissions 100,814 2,674 44,423 37,209 11,507 3,696 1,109 196
& Age and offerse data were provided for ® nOther offenses” includes other sexual
88% of the 114,391 admissions. assault, other violent offerses, other property
offenses, and miscellaneous offenses.

\

group confined for these offenses
generally increases with age. For

reversed. The proportion of each age

example, while 1 in every 32 persons
admitted to prison between the ages of
18 and 24 was a convicted murderer,

nearly 1 in every 5.5 persons 65 years
old and above was admitted for mur-

45 years old.)

admitted in this age group).
s

The sentencing of a convicted

der. (For every crime, however, at
least 85% of those admitied were under

Unlike these other crimes, drug
offenses were most prevalent in the
middle years of 35-44 (1 in 8 of those’

offender is one of the most difficult -
components of the criminal justice
system to compare across jurisdic-
tions. Every State has unique sen-
tencing laws and practices governing
both the chance of receiving imprison-
ment given a conviction: for a particular
crime and the expected duration of
confinement for that crime. ‘In.recent
years reform efforts hve led many
States to enact hws that have as one of
thexr mljor gonls the redaction of dis-

«d, in'part, by
ti orlmnldet: expli-

creating sentencing and parole release
guidelines.

By yearend 1982, fully determi-
nate sentencing, in which the court
sets a fixed term of years to be served
in full (less time off for good be-
havior), wes in effact in nine States.

A majority of the States had also
enacted a wide variety of mandatory
sentences that required imprisonment
for certain types of offenses or
offenders such as repeat or habitual
offenders, certain classes of violent or
drug crimes, and specific otfemes
involving the use of a firearm. In
addition, a number of States enacted
sentencmg provisions requiring
minimum prison stays for certain
oftemes or offenders.

In 1982, State courts committed
approximately 10 in every 10,000 adulis
to prison (table 8). Rates per 10,000
varied considerably across jurisdietions,

ng from just over 28 in the
Dlstrict of Columbia (a wholly urban
jurisdiction) to less than 3 in Hawaii.
Between 1978 and 1982 court commit-
menit rates for tile Nation incressed
from 7.2 per 10,000 adults to 9.8.

The median sentence for persons
ndmitted to State prisons iri 1382 was
SLmonth-, ranging from highs of life.
for-murder and 120 months for rape to
b 32 months for larceny and 29

imonths for publi¢ order offenses (table
3); Median sentences for each of the
Vi mes examined were longer

than : nonviolmt erimu. \,

Table 8. Court commitment rates for
State prison admissionc, 1982
. Commitments
per 10,000
adults in
States Number population®
U.S. total 164,648 9.8
Alabama 4,283 15.2
Alaska 477 16.1
Arizona 2,575 12,5
Arkansas 1,821 1L1
California . 15,932 8.7
Colorado 1,587 7.2
Connecticut 1,849 7.8
Delaware 613 13.8
Distriet of Columbia 1,403 28.4
Florida 11,888 14,9
Georgia 8,719 217
Hawaii 197 2.8
Idaho 651 9.9
Illinois 6,764 8.1
Indiana 4,104 10.5
Iowa 1,220 5.8
Kansas 1,604 8.1 .
Kentucky 2,197 8.4
Louisiana 3,626 12.0
Maine 4171 5.7
Maryland 4,170 13.2
Massachusetts 1,729 4.0
Michigan 4,376 8.7
Minnesota 1,037 35
Mississippi 2,384 13.6
Missouri 2,922 8.1
Montana 405 7.1
Nebraska 588 5.1
Nevada 1,161 17.8
New Hampshire 213 3.1
New Jersey 3,667 6.6
New Mexico 771 8.2
New York 9,116 6.9
North Carolina 7,743 176
North Dakota 222 4.7
Ohio 8,872 115
Oklahoma 3,377 14.7
Oregon 1,848 9,5
Pennsylvania 3,736 4.2
Rhode Island 312 4.3
South Carolina 3,323 14,6
South Dakota 407 8.3
Tenneseee 3,238 9.6
Texas 16,692 15.5
Utsh 480 4.9
Vermont 178 4.7
Virginia o 4,985 123
Washi 1,741 5.6
West Virginia ) 738 5.3
Wisconsin Y 1,903 5.5
Wyoming 353 10,2
© Defined as the number of persons in the*
ci;il.ian resident population aged 18 and
- older,
Source: Prisoners in 1982, NC3-87933, o
BJS bulletin, Apeil 1983,

¥hite offenders had a median sen-
tence of 50 months and black offenders
had a median sentence of 52 months.
Mean sentences (excluding those sen-
tenced to life or death) for whites were
75.1 months compared to 80.3 months
for black admissions.- These differeneqs‘
reflect the fact that a higher propor-
tion of blacks were admitted tor the -
crimes with the longest-median-sen-
tences: 43.7% of blacks and32.1% of
wmtﬁ m'udcpltted for the violent

bR

oftenses. of murder, mamh\thtet. rape,

7
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robbery, assault, other sexual assault,
and other crimes involving violence.

The impact on the overall average
sentence of these differential offense
distributions can be systematically
examined by computing what the aver-
age sentence ‘would have been for
blacks if, crime-for-crime, they had
received the same sentences as whites
(table 9). This calculation, which
removes the effects of differences in
offense distribution between the races,
indicates that if blacks had received
the saine sentences as whites for the
same crime categories, the overall
average (mean) sentence for blacks
admitted to prison in 1982 would have
been 81.4 months. This is 2 months
longer than the actual average sentence
of 79.4 months for blacks. (Note that
the difference bztween 79.4 months and
80.3 months, noted in the preceding
paragraph, is due to rounding and the
exclusion of cases that did not specify
an offense.)

)

Among reporting States, aggregate
median sentence lengths ranged from
29 months in North Carolina to 111
months in Massachusetts and West Vir-
ginia (table 5). Such differences among
States reflect variations in sentencing
statutes, in the kinds of offenses that
result in imprisonment, and in assump-
tions about time to be served (based on
different good-time rules and parole
eligibility provisions). Such differ-
ences limit meaningful discussion or
generalization across jurisdietions.

North Carolina, for example,

following the lead of States like
California and Maine, adopted a
determinate sentencing system in

1979. Under this system a convicted
person must serve the imposed sentence
less good time before relagse.

Massachusetts, on the ¢ \" hand, has
indeterminate sentencii, thich
provides statutory limity  each
offense within which the, - “tsets

minimum and maximum I\:.. ‘“=for
each sentence. In indeterh - - .2
sentencing States inost inmb'<§ are
released on parole before serving the
maximum sentence. Previous studies
have found that sentence lengths in
determinate sentencing States (like
North Carolina) are generally only a
fraction of those in indeterminate
sentencing States (like Massachusetts).2

RELEASES
Demography

Sex. Most persons released from
State prisons in 1982 were nales
(94.3%) (table 1). This percentage has
been stable since data first became
available in 1926. Among reporting
States, Massachusetts had the highest
percentage of females among releasees
(21.7%), and Missouri had the smallest
(1.6%). -

"

Race. The racial distribution

pattern for releases was nearly identi-

2See, for example, Felony Sentencing in 18 Local
Jurisdictions, 8JS Specn'ii Report, gune 1985, NCJ-
97681, and Chacteristics of State Prisoners, 1980,
Federal Bureau of Prisons, Weshington, D.é., pD.

13-16.

Table 9. Comparison of actual average sentence length for blacks admitted to State
peison in 1982 with projected sentence length based on senteaces for white admissions

. (A) (B) {C) (D) ()

) Total Total

Actual actual projected
“ mean months Mean months
sentence sentenced sentence  sentenced
Number length for black length for black

i of black for black admissions for white admissions

Offense admissions admissions (AxB) admissions  (AxD)
Murder 1,286 250.2 mos. 321,757 241.7 mos. 310,826
Mansiaughter 1,311 125.2 164,137 116.3 152,469
Rupe 1,342 164.4 220,625 152.0 203,984
Other sexual assault 403 103.0 41,509 94.1 37,922
Robbery 10,386 103.4 1,071,844 109.3 1,133,004
Assault 3,011 68.7 206,856 69.2 208,361
Other violent offenses 448 105.9 47,443 108.0 47,488
Burgzlary 11,121 58.1 646,130 61.0 678,381
Auto theft 577 §2.2 30,119 50.4 29,081
Forgery/fraud/embezzlement 2,332 47.8 111,470 52.8 123,130
Larceny ) 4,437 46.9 208,095 50.5 224,089
Other property offenses 1,359 49.5 87,271 54,3 73,794
Drugs e 2,723 58,3 158,751 §7.4 156,300
Public order 1,622 43.8 71,044 4.3 71,855
Other offenses v 312 62.2 19,406 68.1 21,247
Total 42,650 3,386,457 3,471,811

Total months divided by '
number of admissions 79.4 months $1.4 months
-Note: Those with life or death sentences are excluded. '
6
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cal to that for admissions: 53.3%
white, 45.8% black, and 0.9% other
races. As with admissions, the per-
centage of blacks among those re-
leased from prison fluetuated sharply.
More than 97% of the releases in the
District of Columbia and 68% of those
in Louisiana were black. More than
50% of the releasees were black in
seven other States: (in decreasing
order) lllinois, Mississippi, Dela-
ware, Alabama, Georgia, South Caro-
lina, and New York. North Dakota and
New Hampshire reported the lowest
percentage of black releasees (0.5%).

As with admissions, Hawaii reported
the largest percentage of releases
classified as "other" races (60.6%), and
again they were primarily Asian and
Pacific Islanders. Similarly, in South
Dakota (23.5%), Montana (20.5%), and
North Dakota (15.1%) a large percent-
age of the releasees were "other" races,
primarily Native Americans.

Age. The median age of persons
released from prison in 1982 was 27
years:.e.year younger than in 1981 and
2 years oider than those admitted to
pricon in 1982. The median age of
releasees was highest (29 years) in the
District of Columbia, Nevada and New
Mexico, and lowest (25 years) in 8
States: lowa, Mississippi, Missouri,
New Hampshire, North Dakota, South
Dakota, West Virginia and Wisconsin.
While 46.7% of those admitted to prison
were under 25 and 5.0% were 45 or
older, 38.6% of those released were
under 25 and 8.0% were 45 or older
(table 2).

Offerses

Of the 89,573 releases reported by
participating States, 58% were first
releases from prison for whom offense
and time-served data were provided. A
tirst release is the release of an
offender from prison for the first time
since his commitment for his present
offense, thus excluding persons exiting
prison who had earlier been conditional-
1y released from prison but were subse-
quently returned for violating the
conditions of that release. The discus-
sion of offenses_and time served is
limited to first releases.

Overall, 35.9% of the inmates
released from prison in 1982 had com-
mitted a violent crime; for whites it
was 29.4%, for blacks 43.0% (table 10).

As with admissions, the proportion
of released inmates who had been
sentenced for a violent crime varied
markedly across the States. In
Meassachusetts, for example, where 71%
of the admissions were for violent

’
.

|
b

Table 10. State prison relesses, 1982:
distribution and time served for offense and race
. All races White Hack' Other
’ Time served Time served Time served Time served
Per- in months ) Per in months Per in months Per in imonths
Offense cent Median Mean cent Median Mean cent Median Mean cent Median Mean
All offenses 100.0% 16 ~  24.1. -100.0% 15 21.9 100.0% 18 267 100.0% 15 22,0
Violent, total 35.9 24 35.1 29.4 23 32.7 43.0 26 37.1 36.5 21 31.8
Murder 2.5 69 81.3 2.1 65 78.5 2.9 74 .84.1 1.7 b 79.0
Manslaughter 3.7 28 35.7 31 25 32.9 4.3 31 38.5 4.5 22 31.4
Rape 2.0 36 48.5 1.7 33 42.6 2.3 38 53.4 2.0 b 61.7
Other sexual assault 1.7 23 . 28.6 2.3 22 27.8 1.0 24 0.7 2.0 . 28.8
Robbery 17.2 25 33.4 12.1 24 30.5 23.0 26 8.1 12.0 25 35.3
Assault 7.5 15 21.7 6.7 14 21.1 8.3 16 22.4 12,3 13 18.7
Other violent offenses 1.3 20 30.3 - 1.3 20 30.7 1.1 20 30.3 1.9 g 24.3
Property, total 494 12 17.2 53.3 12 16.8 45.2 12 1.7 50.1 13 174
Burglary 27.5 14 18.6 29.9 14 18.1 25.0 14 19.2 26.8 16 19.5
Larceny 10.0 10 14.9 10.0 10 14.5 9.8 10 15.1 10.9 10 15.0
Auto theft 1.2 13 16.7 ) 1.4 12 16.7 0.9 13 16.9 2.2 . 14.6
Forgery/fraud/ {
embezzlement 6.2 11 16.0 6.9 11 15.5 5.6 12 16.5 S.1 12 17.4
Other property offenses ° 4.5 11 15.9 5.1 11 15.7 4.0 11 16.3 5.0 9 12.3
Drugs 8.1 11 16.7 10.1 1n 15.6 6.0 13 19.1 5.1 9 11.5
Public order 5.1 9 145 5.6 9 14.4 4.6 9 "14.8 7.8 7 10.0
Other offenses 1.4 10 13.8 1.6 10 12.7 1.3 1 15.5 0.5 b 9.3
Number of releases 52,008 26,845 24,042 641
Note: All data refer to first releases from 55,308 first releases. Offense angd time ® Median not computed on fewer than 20
prison (see definition in table 5). Offense served data were provided for 52,008 of these  cases.
data were reported for 52,632 (95.2%) of the cases, 94% of all reported first releases.

offenses, 80% of the releasees were
convicted of violent offenses (table 5).
The District of Columbia and New York
also reported more than 50% of their
releases were violent offenders. South
Dakota, Tennessee, and Texas reported
that fewer than 25% of their releasees
had been serving time for violent
crimes.

Time served

Overview. Excluding any prior jail
time credited against their sentences,
inmates released from prison for the
first time served a median of 16 months
in prison and a mean of 24.1 months.
Median time served was longest for
murder (69 months), followed by the
violent crimes of rape (36 months) and
manslaughter (28 months). Among the
nonviolent crimes, median time served
was longest for burglary (14 months)
and auto theft (13 months).

State differences. There was
considerable variation in median time
served among the reporting jurisdic-
tions, from a high of 37 months in the

" Distriet of Columbia to a low of 7

months in Kentucky (table 5). Hawaii
was the only other jurisdiction where
the median time served exceeded 2
years. It was less than 1 year (11
months) in four other States:
Mississippi, Montana, North Dakota,
and South Dakota. :
Some of the difference in time
served among the States may be attri-
butable to the different mix of offenses

among releasees of the reporting juris~
dictions. For example, in the District
of Columbia, which had the longest
time served, 54% of releasees had been
convicted of violent crimes. In Ken-

)

gerved within“each State for each

tucky, which had the shortest overall
tirne served, 31% of releasees had
been convicted of violent erimes.
Nonetheless, an examination of time

Tehle 11. Sentesce Jength and time served for selecitod crimes
for State prison admissions and relesses, 1982 ;

Admissions _ First releases®
_ sentiince _— an time serv
State Robbery &uglu/'/'y Larceny Robbery Burglary Larceny
U.S. estimate 78 mos. 32 mos. 25 mos. 14 mos. 10:nos.
Alabama 137 36 29 11 9
Delaware 59 28 oo
District of Columbia 84 63 52 36 4
Georgia 80 35 30 13 Y8
Hawaii 117 54 36 38 v 24
Hlinois 65 23 22 14 9
Towa 119 51 o .
Kentucky 114 24 20 6 s
. Louisiana o s 4 18 . 10
Massachusetts 113 110 35 14 14 ‘5
Mississippi 103 41 M 22 31 10
Missouri 110 32 30 32 11 10
Montana 119 59 54 20 13 9
Nebraska 54 3 30 34 18 10
Nevada 107 43 33 25 11 L
New Hampshire 54 52 - 12 15 -
New Mexico 90 32 22 29 20 22
New York 85 41 33 23 19 18
North Carolina 113 29 21 29 13 10
North Dakota 55 32 28 - 10 9
Penrsylvania 78 51 29 24 17 1
Rhode Island 56 23 20 28 13 1
South Ceroline 97 51 56 o o .
South Dakota . 35 32 * 14 15
Tennessoe 114 33 32 28 15 12
Texss " - 3P 120 100
Utah 167 $8 58 3 12 11
Waest Virginia 120 112 m 38 11 12
w §5 31 23 25 17 12

« Data not avalable or could not be utilized."
| ® Median not computed on fewer than 20 cases.

; See table 5 for definition of "first relesse.”
Includes all reloases. v
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of the three most prevalent offenses
among releasees—burglary, robbery,
and larceny—shows that even for the
same crimes there is"considerable dif-
ference in how time served distributes
among the States (table 11). )

For robbery the range in time
served among the reporting jurisdic--
tions was 12 to 52 months; for burglary
it was 6 to 38 months; and for larceny
it was 5 to 41 months. If, however, we
eliminate the two States at each ex-
treme for each crime, the ranges are
much narrower: robbery, 22-38 months;
burglary, 11-20 months; and larceny, 8-
22 months.

These differences among the States
may be due %o a variety of factors: 1)
different standards of punishment, of
how long offenders ought to serve in
prison, perhaps reflected in mandatory
minimum sentences; 2) differences in,
the overall severity of similar crimes in
different States (robbers in one State,
for example, may more often carry
weapons or harm victims than robbers
in another State); 3) whether some
States reserve prison for the most
serious offenders within each crime
type, resulting in longer overall time
served than in a State which imprisons
a higher proportion of offenders; 4) the
relative proportions of recidivists, who
may receive longer sentences than
first-timers who commit identical
crimes; 5) the varying use of con-
secutive vs. concurrent sentences for
multiple offenders; 6) differences in
parole practices in indeterminate sen-
tencing States; and 7) the use of early
release to reduce gvercrowding.

Race. There were also differences
in time served by race. Whites as a
group had a median time served of 15
months and a mean of 21.9 months; for
blacks the median was 18 months and
the mean was 26.7 months (table 10).°
For some crimes there was no differ-
ence between the races in median time
served. This was true, for example, for
burglary and larceny, two of the three
most prevalent offenses among both
white and black releasees, and-for
public order vifenses. Together, these
three offenses accounted for 45.5% of
. all white releasees and 39.4% of all

- black releasecs. Median time served

was 1 month longer for blacks than
whites for the crimes of auto theft and
forgery/fraud/embezzlement; and it
was 2 months longer for drug offenses,
assault, and robbery. Greater differ-
ences existed for rape, malmlaughter,
and inurder. !
Some of the overall dif! brence of 3
months in median: time-served between

the races for thosé release in 1982 s,

_ attributable to the fact tnd,t higher

Table 12, Comparison of time served for black and white releasss

from Statz prison, 1962, adjusted for offense distribution

(A) (B8) () (D)
Total
Observed observed Mean
mean months time
time served served
Number served for black for
. of black for black releases °  white
Offense releases releases {AxB) 5 releases
Murder 708 84.1 mos. 59,543 78.5 mos.
Manslaughter 1,040 38.5 40,040 32,9
Rape 545 53.4 29,103 42,6
Other sexual assault 248 30.7 7,614 278
Robbery 5,538 35.1 194,384 30.1
Assault 1,991 22.4 44,598 211
Other violent offenses 274 30,3 8,302 30.7
Burglary ‘ 6,000 19.2 115,200 18.1
Auto theft 216 16.9 3,650 16.7
Forgery/fnud/embezzlement 1,343 165 - 22,160 15.5
Larceny 2,358 15.1 35,606 14,5
Other property offenses 973 16.3 15,860 15.7
. Drugs 1,435 19.1 27,409 15.6
Public order 1,094 14.8 16,191 144
Other offenses ? 2 15.5 4,836 12.7
Total 24,075 624,496
Total months divided by ’
number of releases 25.9 mos,

Table 13. ﬁd-ndlcnhebdymndmm

Median time served to first releases®’
Aggravated
Rape  asault

Burglary Larceny

1982 82 16 25

. Percent

released by

parole board All
Year decision offenses Robbery
1926 55% 19 mos. 31 mos.
1927 56 19 o 34
1928 57 18 e
1929 56 19 38
1930 55 19 B
1931 59 18 M
1932 57 18 32
1933 57 17 2
1934 " 7 - 17 35
1935 85 17 39
1936 55 17 40
1937 50 20 43
1938 49 21 48
1939 7 21 49
1940 42 21 i
1944 55 30 52

© 1945 55 30 55

1946 ( 56 25 47
1951 56 21
1954 55 21
1957 55 21
1960 59 21 34
1967 62 19 31
1968 18 31
1969 s 18 2
1970 18 30
1974 68 18 27
1975 68 -
1976 69
1977 72 ‘18 25
1978 70 18, 25
1979 60 19 .
1980 . 57 ) 19 o
1981 55 17 25

. 24 mos,
b

/n
gy

g8y '::.*::'.ssszss

17 mos.

20 mos.

2
20
21

20
19

17.

18
19
20
21
22
22
21

30

Note: Data: rot 1967-74 are from unpublished
Uniform Parole Reports statistics obtained
from between 3} and 3S jurisdictions. Data

for 1975-89 are-from unpublished BJS admis- -

1. sions and release statistics. The number-of

* States: nporting during 1975-80 varied-by

proportions of blacks than whites had
been imprisoned for the most serious
offerses, carrying the longest
sentences. For example, whereas 6.9%
of the white releasees had been
convicted of murder, manslaughter, or
rape, 9.5% of the black releasees had

been convicted of these same crimes. -

Moveover, adding robbery incresses the
proportion to 32.5% for blacks and 19%
for whites.

The impact on overall time served
of the differential offense distributions
of white and black releasees can be
examined more systematically by com-
puting the overall averagé tinie that
blacks released in 1982 would have
served in prison if, erime-for-crime,
they served exaetly what whites
served. (This is similar to the
procedure used to compare black and
white sentences above.) This calcu-
lation, which removes the effects of -
differences in offense distribution
between the races, shows that there is
a difference of ‘2.6 months, or about
10%, between the average amount of
time that blacks actually served in
prison (25.9 months) and how long they
would have served if there wasno
difference in time served between the
races for the various offenses (23.3
months) (table 1-") :

Whether thls 10% dnft‘erence can be
accounted for by nonracial factors
cannot be determined from the release
data. A comprehensive analysis of this
issue would have to examine passible
differences between white and black
prison releasees on factors likely to
influence either sentencing or prison
release decisions. Such factors would
include: 1) prior criminal record,
especially the number and type of
convictions, prior violent record, and
behavior on probation, parole, or pre-
{rial release; 2) degrees of severity
within crime categories, especially the
use of a weapon and the degree of harm
to the vietim; 3) the difference be-
tween the actual crime and the convie-
tion offernse (a distinction sometimes
used by parole boards); and 4) behavior
within prison, including the prevalence
of rule violations and the degree of
good time forfeiture. (For a discussion
of some of these factors, see the
appendix.) -

Historical m The median time
served to first release in 1982, 16
montln, wes lower than any other year
since 1926 for which data are available
(table 13). With the exception of the -
years during World War I (when prison
wls mervod for very-serious.offend-

odﬁn time semd for all first

Zaex R TR T

Table 14. Modisn time served for selocted years and States

State 1951 1954 1957 1960 1981 1982
U.S. estimate it 21 mos. 21 mos. 21 mos. 21 mos. 17 mos. 13 mos.
Alabama* 19 18 18 17 10 12
District of Columbia 25 27 31 34 40 37
Georgia 22 20 19 22 12 13
Hawaii : 32 33 29
lowa 24 24 24 24 18 17
Kentucky 18 .18 18 19 10 7
Louisiana , 17 20 18 19 21 23
Massachusetts 30 29 18 17 22 16
Mississippi 22 30 24 23 12 1n
Missouri 16 16 16 17 15 L M
Montana 12 15 10 11 11 11
‘Nebraska 18 17 18 17 15 15
Nevada 16 17 18 17 15 15
New Hampshire 16 16 16 12 1 13
New Mexico - 12 11 18 23 24 22
New York 3 27 30 29 22 21
North Carslina ' 28 25 17 17 14 i3
North Dakota 12 13 16 15 10 11
Pennsylvania 31 36 30 31 18 18
£ Rhode Island 19 21 23 22 18 17
South Dakota 12 10 10 11 14 11,
Tennessee 24 24 24 20 18 - 18
Texss 16 16 20 20 17 13
Utah ‘ . 21 29 27 24 18 14
West Virgini. 3 38 28 27 16 14
Wisconsin .. 16 15 14 15 20 18

Note: Data for 1951 to 1880 obtained from

Characteristics of State Prisoners, 1960,
published by the Federal Bureau of ﬁdm.

Data for 1981 is from Prison Admissions and
ata not available or couid not be utilized.

1981, Buread of Justice Statistics.

in 1981 and 16 months in.1982. Specific
crimes also showed a drop over the past
haif century. For larceny the decrease
was 7 months; for robbery and burglary
it was 6 months; and for aggravated
assault it was 2 months less. Rape, on
the other hand, showed an increase in

time served of 12 months, from 24 to 36.

More recent trends in time served
can be examined by State (table 14). In
16 of 26 reporting jurisdictions, median
time served declined from 1981 to
1982. In 21 of 25 jurisdictions with
available data, median time served
decreased from 1951 to 1982.

o

In six reporting jurisdictions— -
District of Columbia, Mississippi, North
Carolina; Pennsylvania, Utah, and West
Virginia—median time served has' varied
by at least 15 months during the 1951-
82 period, metmg major chmges in
these jurisdictions in sentencing or 7
relesse practices, or both, at some
point during this time. Such changes
may or may not have been the result of
legisiative revisions.

One indication of changes in prison
release practices in recent years is the
‘variation in the proportion of all
releases that were due to parole board
decisions (table 13). In the decade
after World War Il this proportion

umaiqed at.a stable 55-56%. In 1960 it -

& gradual climb until it penkod at
2% in 1! In:the 5 years siace, the

use. ,9 po,rolc relesse dropped- shu'ply,
melilm,.sz% in 1982. -

RIS 0 MNP T s

Life sentences and
actual time served

Aside from sentences to death, a

sentence to life in prison is the most
severe penalty the justice system can

impose on a convicted offender. How-
ever, a life sentence rarely means that
the offender will spend the rest of his
life in prison. Most State statutes
allow for the possibility of parole, but
the amount of time that must be served
before becoming eligible for parole
varies acrass the States.

During 1982, among reporting

jurisdictions, there were 2,223 per-
sons with a life sentence admitted

to prison and 980 released. Of those
released, 612 were first releasees

for whom time served data were avail-

able, Overall, 3.0% of those entering
prison in 1982 had received a life

sentence (table 15). Nearly 1 in’

every 2 persons convicted of murder

in 1982 received a life sentence and
nearly 2 in every 3 life sentences
imposed were for murder convictions.
White ininates convicted of murder and
robbery were more likely than black
murderers to have received a life
sentence while the converse was true
for rape. While about 1 in 20 drug v
offenders received a life sentence, they
accounted for 13% of all the life sen-
tences imposed. Little difference was
found among white and black drug of-
fenders in the proportion who received

alife sentence (4.9% vs. 4.8%). Mur-

derers, drug offenders, robbers and
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Table 15. Percent of admissions with a lif e sentence, by offense and nee, 1982 _ )
‘ All races ' White - _ BRack ___ Other
Percent " Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
) of all with with with with with with . ~with with
. . life life life life life life life- life life
“ sen-~ Number = sen- sen- Number sen- sen- Number = sen- - sen Number  sen- sen-
Offense tences  admitted* tences tences admitted tences tences admitted tences tences  admitted tences tences
Al offenses 100.0% 73,488 2,223 3.096 37,709 1,130 3.0% 34,881 1,073 3.1% 898 20 2.2%
Violent, total 83.4 29,034 1,855 6.4 12,667 905 = 7.1 . 16,012 930 5.8 355 . 20 5.6 *
Murder 63.3 2,867 1,408 49.1 1,354 710 524 1,475 686 46.5 38 12 31.6
Manslaughter 0.2 2,527 4 0.2 1,187 1 - 1,307 3 02 33 0 0
Rape 5.4 1,927 120 6.2 819 41 5.0 1,091 KA S TR | B 2 11.8
Other sexual e s
assault 1.5 1,473 34 2.3 1,049 25 2.4 394 -8 2.0 30 1 3.3
Robbery 9.8 14,320 218 1.5 5,428 92 - 1.7 8,788 122 1.4 104 4 3.8
Assault 0.7 4,961 - 15 0.3 2,292 6 0.3 2,557 9 0.4 112 0. 0
Other violent i
offenses 2.5 959 56 5.8 538 30 5.6 400 25 6.3 21 1 4.8
Property, total AT 34,319 59 0.2 19,010 33 0.2 14,862 26 6.2 47 0 0
- Burglary 1.7 . 19,373 38 0.2 10,758 19 0.2 8,338 19 ) 0.2 .. 277 0 0
Larceny 0.6 6,864 14 0.2 3,416 8 0.2 3,361 6 " 0.2 87 0 0
Auto theft : - 858 1 0.1 558 1 0.2 282 0 0 18 0 0
Forgery/fraud/ ) ‘ } . :
embezzlement 0.1 4,132 2 - 2,487 2 0.1 1,611 0 ) 0 34 0 0
Other property ‘ ! '
offenses 0.2 3,092 4 0.1 .1,791 3 0.2 1,270 1 0.1 -~ 31 0 0
Drugs 13.2 6,114 294 4.8 3,730 181 4.9 2,343 113 4.8 41 0 0
Public order 0.6 3,290 14 0.4 1,874 11 0.6 1,363 3 02 53 0 0
Other offenses - 731 1 0.1 428 0 0 391 1 03 2 0 0
= Less than 0.1%
* Of the 114,391 admissions, 73, 488 reported data on ot‘fense, race, and sentence length.

Table 16. Distribution of time served

for those with life sentences released.

from State prison, 1982

. Number
) of ‘Cumulative
.Tiine served - - inmates  percent
Total . 612 o

12 riionths or less 22 3.6%
13-24 months 33 9.0
25-36 -89 23.5
37-48 73 355
49-60 . 54 44.3
61-84 : 89 58.8
85-108 . 81 ‘ 72.1
109-120 30 R A I
More than 120 ‘ ‘141 100.0
Median = 69 months
Mean™ o 88 months

. Note: -All data refer to tust releases from X
prison {see definition in table 5). Time served '
data were provided from 612 (62%) of 930
persons released with life sentences.

rapists, as a group, dccounted for more
than 9 in every 10 life offenders admit-
ted in 1982. Inmates with these same
offenses accounted for 97% of those
released after having served time in
prison on a life sentence.’

The medxan tlme served ona hfe
sentence was 5 years and 9 months and
the mean time served was 7 years and 4 -
months (table 16). Nearly a quarter of .
those relessed for the first time on a -
life: sentence served 3 years or less and
nearly three-fxftls served 7 years or
less. : R L 0

METHODOLOGY

Representativeness. The data pre-
sented in this report cover approxi-
mately 60% of the Nation's State prlson
admissions and releases in 1982,

- Aggregate counts of admissions and’

releases by State may include multlple
admissions or releases of the same
individual in a reporting year. This
report, by contrast, counts only one .
admission and/or relesse per person in &
given year (the latest movement was
used if ‘duplicate admission or release
records were found). In order to accept
an individual State's admission or *
release data, a rule wes imposed that:

the individual record count had to be at A

least 70% of the aggregate coiunt, For
admissions, States excluded because of
low reported counts were Alaska,
Louisiana, Maine, ‘and Wyoming. For-
relesses, States excluded were Alaska,
Mexne, and Wyommg. :

Otfelss. ‘Each State's lndwxdual
offenses were recoded to a common set

' of offense types. With the exception of

murder, attempts or corspiracies were
included with completed offenses.
Attevnpted murders were. classxtied as

- assaults.

Sentenea Given the nature of the
data used in this study, it was not
possible to distinguish determinate '
{from indeterminate sentences. When-~
ever a sentence had both a mmimum :

10

and a maximum term, the maximum
was used to define the sentence
length. A life sentence was defined
as any prison sentence with a fixed
or maximum term of life in prison,
regardless of the possiblhty of pa-

“role. Only those cases with maximum |

sentences greater than 1 year were
included in the analwls. -

Time served.  Although time served in
jail pending trial is normally credited
against a prison sentence, jail-credit
data are not included in the data base
used in this study. As a result, reported
time served refers only to time: actually
served i m a State prson. :

llelnnndmedien. The-x *)
median of sentences- and;ti mé served
are both reported. In caleulating the
mean sentence length, tiose admissions
with sentences to life or death were

- excluded.- The median is generally

preterred for comparative purposes
‘gince it'includes those withlife or
death sentences and minimizes the

effects of a few extreme values.

o

- APPENDIX

There is littie reliable national data
available on the factors that mlght

. affect differences in time served in

prison for whites and blacks. (Detailed
information on time served i in prison by
race is presented in table A-1.) How-

ever, information on both prior records

. and behavior within prison is contained

in the Bureau of Justice Statisties 1979
Survey of State Prison Inmates, based
on interviews with a nationally
representative sample of 11,397

prisoners. Overall, 31.7% of black
inmates reported a prior violent crime,
compared to 23.6% of white offenders
(table A-2). (Similar proportions of
each race reported a prior convietion or
incarceration.) Moreover, a somewhat
higher proportion of black inmates than
white inmates reported a rule violation
within prison (56.3% vs. 50.9%, table A-
3). For those who admitted to at least
one rule violation, the median number
of violations reported was 1.8 for white
inmates and 2.4 for black inmates. This
suggests, although it does not confirm,

that there may be differences between

the races in the kinds of eriminal and
institutional records they present to

parole boards and in the amount of good

time they forfeit whlle serving in
prison. .

‘u

Table A-1. Distribution of time served by offense and race
for State prison reloases, 1982
} ' Median
; ‘ time . — .. Number of months served
Offense Number served 1-6 7-12 13-Z4 25-36  37-4B  49-60 61-84 §5-120 120+
All offenses . 52,008 16 mos. 16.7% 24,1% v29.596 12,9% 6.1% 3.6% 3.8% 2,1% 1.2%
White 26,845 15 17.8 26.5 30.1 12,1 5.7 2.9 2.9 1.4 0.8
Black 24,042 18 15,7 21.6 28,8 13.8 6.6 4.3 4.9 2,8 L6
Other . 641 15 18.1 25.6 29,2 10.8 6.9 3.9 3.1 1.9 0.6
K Murder 1,321 169 2.3 2,1 8.7 8.3 9.9 10.7 20.2 19,0 18.7
White 14 65 3.3 2,3 10,1 9.9 11.6 8.8 20.1 16.1 17.9
Black : - 708 4 1.6 2.1 7.2 7.1 8.8 12.1 20.2 21.6 19,9
Other. ‘ : } § - 0 9.1 18.2 0 18.2 18.2 18.2 18.2
Manslaughter 1,922 28 7.5 12,4 24,0 17.4 11.8 9.7 113 4.7 1.0
White . 824 25 9,1 15.7 23.3 18.0 10.4 8.7 10 4.1 0.7
Black : o 1,040 - 31 6.0 9.8 23.8 17.5 13.0 10.6 12,7 5.4 13
C Other . S 9 22 13.8 13.8 -27.6 6.9 13.8 10.3 © 103 3.4
““Rape 1,022 36 5.4 9.4 17.9 17.9 13.6 9,7 11.4 8.6 6.1
“White. - - 459 33 6.5 12.4 18,7 16.3 14.6 10.5 8.9 8,1 3.9
-Black . 545 38 4.4 7.2 16.9 19.1 13.0 9.4 13.4 8.8 7.9
’ Other . - 13 - 13 '] 23.1 1.9 1.7 0 23.1 23.1 1.7
" Robbery’ - ; 8,933 25 5.2 12,2 30.7 21,8 10.4 6.6 7.8 4.9 1.6
_“White . . - .. 3,250 24 - 83 127 32,9 21,7 1.7 6.1 6.1 2.7 0.8
Black 5,538 26 5.1 11,8 29,4 21,6 9.7 6.9 8.8 4.7 2.0
Other ' 77 25 3.9 7.8 3T 143 10.4 10.4 9.1 5.2 13
Assault . 3922 15 18.1 24.5 29.3 13.3 6.9 3.2 2.5 1.5 0.9.
White - 1,797 14 20,0 4.2 28.8 13.1 8.7 2.9 1.8 1.3 1.0
Black s 1,991 16 160 246 29.9 13.6 6.8 3.8 3.1 16 0.9
Other e 79 13 19,0 29,1 26,8 10.1 10.1 3.8 1.3 0 ]
Burglary 14,312 14 155 27.9 "34.9 121 4.7 2.2 1.8 0.6 0.3
White - 8,038 14 15.0- 28.9 35.1 121 4.5 2.1 1.6 0.5 0.2
-‘Black 6,000 - - 14 16.1 26.8 34,4 12.2 4.9 2.5 2.1 0.6 0.4
Other 172 16 15.1 23.3 37.2 140 5.8 2.3 1.2 1,2
Laréeny - 700G 5,188 10 218 7 IR X 7.4 3.1 R L4 0.6 0.3
White -~ oo 2,817 10 25.9 33.2 28,2 7.4 2.8 0.9 0.9 0.3 0.4
Black - W o2,388 0 - 10 C 294 3L5 . 4.6 7.1 3.2 1.2 1.9 0.8 0.3
Other - 70 10 30,0 28.6 28.7 5.7 7.1 2.9 0
- Autotheft . 80T 13 1.1 31.0 3.8 9.4 5.3 1.2 0.7 0.7 0.2
White - 81 12 = 15.2 33.9 34,7 8.3 8.3 13 0.3 0.8 0.3
- Bleek . = 28 13 S a.s . 24.2 34.7 11,1 5.8 0.8 1.4 0.5 0
Other R 14 - 0 50.0 887 ¢ 143 0 0 (] 0 ]
‘Forgery, fraud, . ' :
meeulcment 3,236 11 244 30,4 28.9 9.2 3.8 1.1 1.5 0.3 0.3
White. - : 1,853 11 26.2 31.5 215 8.3 3.6 0.8 1.5 0.2 0.3
Black © 5 1,343 - 12 22,0 29.0 30.8 10.5 4.0 1.8 1.4 0.4 0.3
- Other. . . .U T8 . 12 1.2 3.3 213 9.1 8.1 3.0 3.0 0
- Drugs. : S 4 1 20,3 3.8 20.3 9.9 X 2.0 L6 0.6 0.2
- White : amz 1 20.8 348 29.7 8.8 3.0 1.4 L1 0.4 0.2
. Black ! w0 1,438 13 19.1 28,8 8.3 123 4.8 3.2 2.7 0.9 0.1
- Other o : 33 9 24.2 455 4.2 &1 ] 0 0 0 0
Public order ' 2,878 R - 31.0 26,3 22.0 .5 3.1 18 1,3 0.6 0.3
White s 1,510 . - 9 36.4 28.1 21,8 7.3 3.0 1.5 1,7 0.5 0.3
Black 1,00¢. - -9 ns 230 3.3 8.0 3.4 2.5 0.9 /5 0.8 0.3
o Other 0 T 420 . 38.0 10,0 8.0 2.0 -0 0 ]
Other . . 48 . 14 1977 s 10 ns 83 3.2 2.5 14 0.5
White - T R1TS 14 18,8 T . ms 121 ) 53 3 3.3 1.2 0.5
Black . . l.‘"( ; 15 ‘21 245 0.6 10,3 6.1 3.2 2.8 1.8 0.6
“Other - : 12 8 T 187 10.0 8.3 3.3 1.7 0 )
4 : 'M All data refor to first releases from (94%) of thn 55,3“ first relnul reported. - ® Median not eomputed on fewer than zo
1 prie definition in table 5). Time served Offense totals include persons tor whom race.. cases.
' dlu wefe peovldod for 5!,00! i was not nporhd. :
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Table A~2, Criminal histories of State prison inmates, by race, 1978

Current offense

Bureau of Justice Statistics Special
Reports are prepared principally by

Source: Survey of State Prison Inmates, 1979

__If the name and address on the mailing label attached are correct,
check here and send a copy of the label. If your name and address
differ from the label, please fill them in:

Name:

Title:
Organization:
Street or box:
City, State, Zip:

Telephone: Rv\

Interest in criminal justice:

U.S. Department of Justice ~ Official Business
Bureau of Justice Statistics Penalty for Private Use $300

Inmates with a Total Nonviolent Violent * p
history of prior: White Black White : ek White Black Jﬂise;:‘afn: uanereg‘: %;;ﬁ:lyogi::c tor
i 2
Violence 23.6% 31.7% 16.8% 23.5% 30.0% 36.2% fo:_' data analysis. This report was
Convictions 81.1 79.5 86.2 87.3 76.2 75.3 edited by Mr. Bessette and Carol B.
) Kalish. Marilyn Marbrook, publica-
Incarceration 54.5 54.9 58.1 60.6 51.1 51.8 tions unit chief, administered the
w 1
Source: Survey of State Prison Inmates, 1979, ‘ production, assisted by Millie Baldea,
Peréentags are based on an estimated 136,192 white inmates and 131,236 black inmates. g:g;!:‘;“n‘ Stanford, and Betty J.
Table A-3. Frequency and median number of rules violations July 1985, NCJ-97995
by prison inmates, by race, 1979
Number of times "
zule:s Vi:l}at::t Whit Black To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy
gduring curr 1te or cut out this page, fill in and mail to:
incarceration Nu;_r\uber Percent Number Percent Nati9 nal Criminal :llstice Reference
Total 136,192 100.0% 131,236 100.0% Service, User Services Dept. 2,
o 66,831 9.1 57,355 437 Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850,
1 24,683 18.1 21,872 16.4 Please put me on the mailing list for:
2 12,873 9.5 11,916 9.1 ‘ :
3 7,685 5.6 9,452 7.2 —  Justice expenditure and employment
P 5,193 3.8 5,459 - 1.2 annual_ spending and.staffmg
5 2,836 2.1 3,983 3.0 by Federal/State/local governments
6-10 8,423 6.2 9,861 7.5 and by function (police, courts, ete.)
11-20 4,009 2.9 6,342 4.8 Computer crime reports—electronic
21+ 3,659 2.7 5,298 4.0 ~  fund transfer system crimes
Median number per offender Privacy and security of criminal
with rules violations 1.8 2.4 -

history information and information
policy—new legislation; maintaining
and releasing intelligence and inves~
tigative records; data quality issues
BIS bulletins and special reports—
timely reports of the most current
justice data = - :
Courts reports—State court caseload
surveys, model annual State reports,
State court organization surveys
Corrections reports—results of
sample surveys and censuses of jails, .
prisons, parole, probation, and other
corrections-data
— National Crime Survey reports—the
Nation's only regular national survey

of erime victims :

book of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)—broad-based data
from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 100+
figures, index)
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