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In 1992 State courts convicted nearly 
900,000 adults of a felony. Forty-four 
percent of convicted felons were sen-

_ need to a State prison, and 26% 
ere sentenced to a local jail (usually 

for a year or less). The remaining 30% 
were sentenced to straight probation 
with no jail or prison time to aerve. 
These findings come from a survey 
that is done every 2 years and that 
provides the only detailed description 
of the sentences felons receive in 
State courts nationwide. 

National Judicial Reporting 
Program 

The National Judicia! Reporting 
Program (NJRP) compiles detailed 
information on the sentences and 
characteristics of convicted felons. 
Previous surveys of felony sentencing 
in State courts were conducted in 
1986, 1988, and 1990.1 

I See Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1986, 
NCJ-11S21 0, Feb~uary 1989; Felony Sentences 
in State Courts, 1988, NCJ-126923, December 
1990; and Felony Sentences in State Courts, 
1990, NCJ-140186, March 1993. • 

" State courts convicted 893,600 
adults of a felony in 1992. 

• From 1988 to 1992 the volume of 
felony convictions rose 34%. Convic­
tions rose the most for aggravated 
assault (up 57%) and drug trafficking 
(up 53%) .. 

• The growth in convictions outpaced 
that in adult arrests. Despite the 
relatively large increase in convic­
tions, processing was not slower in 
1992 than in 1988. In both years 
average elapsed time from arrest to 
sentencing was around 7 months. 

• The proportions of felons sen­
tenced to incarceration or probation 
in 1992 were generally unchanged 
from 1988. Prison sentences ac­
counted for 44% of felony sentences 
in both years. 

• Dru~ traffickers (19%) and drug 
P0f)Sl"SSors (12%) together made 
up \~1tK\ ()'1 felons convicted in State 
cow~s iii 1992. Violent offenders-? 
consisting of murderers (1%), rapists 
(2%), robbers (6%), assaulters (7%), 
and othl-"rs convicted of a violent 
crime (2%) - made up 18%. Bur­
glars (13%) and larcenists (13%) 
made up most of the rest. 

• State courts sentenced 44% of 
convicted felons to a State prison, 
26% to a local jail, and 30% to 
straight probation with no jail 
or prison time to serve. 

• State courts sentenced to death 
2% of those convicted of murder. 

• Felons sentenced to a State prison 
in 19~)2 had an average sentence of 
6lf2 years but were likely to serve 
roughly a third of that sentence-
or about 2112 years - before release, 
assuming that current release 
policies continued. 

CI The average sentence to local jail 
was 7 months. The average proba­
tion sentence was about 4 years. 
In addition, a fine was imposed on 
18% of convicted felons, restitution 
on 16%, community service on 6%, 
and treatment was ordered for 7%. 

t'l Of the total number of convicted 
felons in 1992, 92% had pleaded 
guilty to their crime. The remaining 
8% had been found guilty at trial. 

• Nationally, of the felons convicted 
in 1992, 52% were white, 47% were 
black, and 1 % were of other races. 



The 1992 survey was based on a 
sample of 300 counties selected to 
be nationaHy representative. All but 1 
of the 300 were in the 1988 and 1990 
surveys. The 300 include the District 
of Columbia and at least 1 county 
from every State except, by chance, 
Vermont. Among the 300 sampled 
counties, 2 sentenced no felons during 
1992. The 1992 survey excluded Fed­
eral courts and those State or local 
courts that did not adjudicate adult 
felony cases. 

Table 1. Estimated number of felony 
convictions in State courts, 1992 

Most serious Felon~ convictions 
conviction offense Number Percent 

All offe~ses 893,630 100% 

Violent offenses 165,099 18.4% 

Murder/manslaughter 12,548 1.4 
Murder 9,079 1.0 
Manslaughter" 3,469 .4 

Rape 21,655 2.4 
Robbery 51,878 5.8 

Armed 13,810 1.5 
Unarmed 20,154 2.3 
Unspecified 17,914 2.0 

Aggravated assault 58,969 6.6 
Other violentb 20,049 2.2 

Property offenses 297,494 33.5% 

Burglary 114,630 12S 
Residential 16,649 1.9 
Nonresidential 45,159 5.1 
Unspecified 52,822 5.9 

Larceny 119,000 13.4 
Motor vehicle theft 19,332 2.2 
Other theft" 99,668 11.2 

Fraudiforgeryd 63,864 7.2 
Fraudd 30,245 3.4 
Forg&ry 33,619 3.8 

Drug offenses 280,232 31.3% 

Possession 109,426 12.2 
Trafficking 170,806 19.1 

Marijuana 16,376 1.8 
Other 125,333 14.0 
Unspecified 29,097 3.3 

Weapons offenses 26,422 3.0% 

Other olfenses· 124,383 13.8% 

Note: Detail may not sum to total because 
of rounding. Data specifying the conviction 
offense were availat'lle for 893,630 cases. 
aManslaughter Is derlned as nonnegligent man­
slaughter only. Where a case was known to 
be murder or nonnegligent manslaughter, but 
which of the two was unknown (a small num­
ber of cases), the case was classified under 
manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent man­
slaughter, sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
clncludes a small number of convictions with 
unspecified offenses. 
dlncludes embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such 
as receiving stolen property and vandalism. 
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Federal courts convicted 41 ,673 per­
sons of a felony in 1992.2 That num­
ber represents 4% of the combined 
State and Federal total number of fel­
ony corvictions during 1992. The 
1992 survey included only offenses 
that State penal codes defined as felo­
nies. Felonies are widely defined as 
crimes that have tile potential of being 
punished by more than 1 year in 
prison. 

Felony conviction offenses 

A total of 893,600 persons were 
convicted of a felony in State courts 
in 1992, including 165,000 (or 18% 
of tile total) for a. violent felony; 
297,000 (34%) for the property of­
fenses of burglary, larceny, fraud, 
and forgery; 280,000 (31 %) for drug 

21n 1992 the State court in one county, Los 
Angeles, accounted for nearly 44,000 felony 
convictions, more than In all the Nation's 
Federal courts combined. 
Source of Federal statistics: Federal Justice 
Statistics Program, unpublished 1992 data. 
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offenses; and 26,000 (3%) for weap-
ons offenses (table 1). The remaining' 
124,000 (14%) consisted of persons • 
convicted of nonviolent offenses such 
as receiving stolen property and es-
caping custody. Marijuana trafficking 
convictions were 2% of the conviction 
total, and marijuan~ possession con­
victions were less than 1 % of the total. 

Sentences for felonies 

In 1992, 70% of all convicted felons 
were sentenced to a period of confine­
ment - 44% to State prisons and 
26% to local jails (table 2). The differ­
ence between prison and jail sen­
tences is that jail sentences are for 
short-term confinement (usually for 
a year or less) in a county or city 
facility, while prison sentences are for 
long-term confinement (usually for over 
a year) in a State facility. 

An estimated 30% of all convicted 
felons were sentenced to straight 
probation with no jailor prison time 
to serve. 

Table 2. Types of felony sentences imposed by State courts, 
by offense, 1992 . 

Percent of felons sentenced to 
Most serious Incarceration 
conviction offense Total Total Prison Jail Probation 

All offenses 100% 70% 44% 26% 30% 

Violent offensas 100% 81% 60% 21% 19% 
Murder" 100 97 93 4 3 
Rape 100 87 68 19 13 
Robbery 100 88 74 14 12 
Aggravated assault 100 72 44 28 28 
Other violenf 100 68 39 29 32 

Property offenses 100% 66% 42% 24% 34% 

Burglary 100 75 52 23 25 
Larcenf 100 65 .38 27 35 
Fraudd 100 52 31 21 48 

Drug offenses 100% 70% 42% 28% 30% 

Possession 100 62 33 29 38 
Trafficking 100 75 48 27 25 

Weapons offenses 100% 66% 40% 26% 34% 

Other offenses· 100% 65% 35% 30% 35% 

Note: For persons receiving a combination of sentences, the sentence 
designation came from the most severe penalty imposed - prison being 
the most severe, followed by jail, then probation. Prison Includes death 
sentences. Data on sentence type were available for 886,359 cases. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property 
and vandalism. 
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Sentence length 

.n offender convicted of multiple 
offenses receives a sentence for each 
offense. If multiple prison sentences 
are imposed, the court then decides 
whether the convicted felon will serve 
the sentences concurrently {at the 
same time} or consecutively (one after 
another). For persons with consecu­
tive sentences, the total.time is the 
sum of the sentence lengths, and for 
persons with concurrent sentences, 

the total time is the same as the long­
est sentence. For persons convicted 
of a single offense, the total time refers 
simply to the sentence for that offense. 
Whenever an offender received a pris­
on sentence range, such as 5 to 10 
years, the total time refers to the 
maximum. 

For the Nation in 1992, the mean fel­
ony sentence to incarceration (prison 
or jail) was 4 years and 5 months; the 
median was 2 years (table 3). 

Table 3. Lengths of felony sentences Imposed by 
State courts, by offense and type of sentence, 1992 

Maximum sentence length (in 
months) for felons sentenced to 

Most serious Incarceration 
conviction offense Total Prison Jail Probation 

:Mean 

All offenses 53mo 79mo 7mo 47mo 

Violent offenses 95mo 125mo 8mo 52mo 

Murder' 238 25'1 10 78 
Rape 130 164 8 71 
Robbery 101 117 11 62 
Aggravatod 56 87 7 45 
Other violent' 55 88 6 52 

Property offenses 45mo 67mo 7mo 47mo 

Burglary 56 76 8 55 
Larceny" 34 53 7 43 
Fraudd 44 60 6 44 

Drug offenses 43mo 67mo 6mo 48mo 

Possession 32 55 4 45 
Trafficking 50 72 8 51 

Weapons 36mo 55mo 6mo 38mo 

Other offenses· 32mo 53mo Smo 42mo 

: Median L ... ,_ ... _. _. 

All offenses 24mo 48mo 5mo 36 rno 

Violent offenses 60mo 84mo 6mo 36mo 

Murder' 252 288 10 60 
Rape 72 108 6 60 
Robbery 66 84 9 60 
Aggravated 24 60 6 36 
Other violent' 24 60 4 36 

Property offenses 24mo 42mo 5mo 36mo 

Burglary 36 48 6 36 
LarcenyC 18 36 4 36 
Frau~ 24 36 3 36 

Drug offenses 24mo 48mo 5mo 36mo 

Possession 12 36 3 36 
Trafficking 36 48 6 36 

Weapons 16 mo 36 rno 4mo 24mo 

Other offenses· 12mo 28mo 4mo 36mo 

Note: See note on table 2. Means exclude sentences to death or 
to life in prison. Sentence length data were available for 854,592 
incarceration and probation sentences. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 
clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen 
property. 

Prison sentences 

In 1992 the mean length of sentences 
to State prison was just over 61f2 years; 
the median term was 4 years. The 
mean prison sentence for murder and 
non negligent manslaughter was just 
under 21 years; the median was 24 
years. 

Among persons convicted of murder 
or non negligent manslaughter, 25% 
were sentenced to life in prison, and 
1.6% were sentenced to death. 
Among those convicted of murder 
specifically (not including non negligent 
manslaughter), 34% were sentenced 
to life, and 2.2% were sentenced to 
death.3 

Life sentences as a percentage of all 
sentences in 1992 were-

Percent sen­
tenced to life 
in prison 

All offenses .7% 

Murder 25.0 
Rape 2.3 
Robbery 1.1 
Aggravated assault .3 
Other violent .2 
Burglary .2 
Larceny 
Fraud 
Drug possession .3 
Drug trafficking .5 
Weapons .2 
Other .1 

-Less than 0.05%. 

SNot all persons convicted of murder were 
subject to the death penalty. Thirty-SiX States 
authorized the death penalty in 1992. Within 
those 36, only certain types of murder were 
capital offenses. 
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Jail and probation sentences 

Among felons who received 
a sentence to local jail in 1992, 
the mean sentence was 7 months, 
and the median was 5 months. 
Probation sentences had a mean 
length 01 just under 4 years and a 
median of 3 years. 

Table 4. Estimated time to be served 
In State prison, 1992 

Most Percent of 
serious sentence Mean 
conviction served In prison 
offense prison" sentence 

All offenses 38% 79mo 

Violent offenses 46% 125mo 

Murder" 44 251 
Rape 50 164 
Robbery 46 117 
Aggravated assault 48 87 
Othet violGnf 46 88 

Property offenses 34% 67mo 

Burglary 35 76 
Larceny' 33 53 
Fraud' 30 69 

Drug Offllnp.d, 32% 67mo 

Possessio. 27 55 
Trafficking 34 72 

W£J3pons offenses 46% 55mo 

Other offensesg 42% 53mo 

Estimated prison time to be served 

The amount of time felons actually 
serve in prison is typically a fraction 
of the total sentence received. 

Two primary reasons explain the differ­
ence between sentences received 
and time served: 

Estimated 
time to be 
served in 
prisonb 

30mo 

58mo 

110 
82 
54 
42 
40 

23mo 

27 
17 
21 

21mo 

15 
24 

25mo 

22mo 

Note: Means and sentence-served percentages exclude 
sentences to death or to life In prison. 
'Percent of sentence served Includes credited jail time. SenU'nce 
!eng!h data were available for 382,011 new court commitments 
10 27 States. Percent of sentence served was tabulated from data 
in the National Corrections Reporting Program that accounted for 

I almost 86% of persons released from State prisons in 1992. 
bDerlved by multiplying the percent of sentence actually served 
by the mean sentence imposed. 
Clnc!udes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
dlncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
'Includes forgery and embezzlement. 
gComposed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property 
and vandalism. 

4 Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1992 

o In States that impose indeterminate 
sentences, a judge specifies the mini- • 
mum and/or maximum sentence 
length, but a parole board decides 
when the prisoner will actually be 
released. 

• In most but not all States, prisoners 
gain early release through time credits 
that they receive automatically or that 
are granted them for good behavior or 
special achievements - provisions 
that are intended to help correctional 
officials to manage institutional 
populations. 

For both types of sentence reduction, 
released offenders usually serve the 
remaining portion of their sentences 
under supervision in the community. 
Based on data collected by BJS in its 
National Corrections Reporting 
Program, inmates released from 
prisons in 27 States in 1992 had 
served an average of 38% of their 
total sentence in prison (table 4). The 
percentage of sentence served ranged 
from a high of 50% for those convicted • 
of rape to a low of 27% for those con-
victed of drug possession. Applying 
these percentages to State prison sen­
tences received in 1992, it is estimated 
that felons sentenced in 1992 would 
serve about 21f2 years, or 38% of their 
average 61f2-year prison sentence. 

• 
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Convicted felon populations: 
tiex, race, and age 

In 1992 men comprised nearly 50% 
of the adult U.S. population but 87% 

of persons convicted of a felony and 
93% of persons convicted of a violent 
felony (table 5). Whites were 86% of 
the adult U.S. population but 52% of 
persons convicted of a felony and 

48% of the persons convicted of a 
violent felony. Corresponding figures 
for blacks were 11 % of the adult U.S. 
population but 47% of convicted felons 
and 50% of felons convicted of a 

Table 5. Demographic characteristics of persons convicted 
of felonies by State courts, 1992 

Percent of convicted felons 
Most serioJJs Sex Race Age at sentencing 
conviction offense Total Male Female White Black Other 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ Mean Median 

AI! offenses 100% 87% 13% 52% 47% 1% 9% 46% 31% 10% 3% 1% 30 28 

Violent offensos 100% 93% 7% 48% 50% 2% 13% 46% 27% 9% 3% 2% 29 27 

Murder" 100 90 10 41 58 1 18 46 23 9 3 1 28 25 
Rape 100 98 2 66 30 4 6 38 33 13 6 4 33 31 
Robbery 100 94 6 34 65 1 18 53 23 5 1 - 26 25 
Aggravated assault 100 90 10 50 48 2 10 45 29 10 4 2 30 28 
Other vio/enr' 100 93 7 72 27 1 7 37 32 15 5 4 33 31 

Property offenses 100% 83% 17% 58% 41% 1% 11% 48% 29% 9% 2% 1% 29 27 

Burglary 100 95 5 60 39 1 14 52 26 7 1 - 27 25 
La.~eny" 100 81 19 57 42 1 12 46 29 10 2 1 29 27 
Fraudd 100 62 38 57 42 1 4 45 35 12 3 1 31 30 

Drug offenses 100% 85% 15% 44% 55% 1% 7% 46% 34% 10% 2% 1% 30 29 

Possession 100 83 17 44 55 1 7 42 37 12 2 - 31 30 
Trafficking '100 86 14 44 55 1 7 49 33 9 2 - 30 28 

Weapons offenses 100% 96% 4% 39% 60% 1% 13% 49% 25% 10% 2% 1% 29 27 

Other offenses· 100% 90% 10% 64% 34% 2% 7% 41% 34% 13% 4% 1% 31 30 

Note: Data on sex were available for 781,681 blncludes offenses such as ne~igent man- ·Composed of nonviolent offenses 
cases; on race, 550,405; and on age, 712,679. slaughter, sexual assault, and idnaping. such as receiving stolen property 
-Less than 0.5%. clncludes motor vehicle theft. and vandalism. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 

Felony conv'ctlons and sentences relative to the numbers of arrests, 1992 

Using data from the NJRP and the stages of the criminal justice system. show that 12,548 persons were 
FBI's Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) In fact, a person arrested for a speci- convicted of murder and 11,670 
on offenses and arrests, the number fic offense may be convicted of a dif- murderers received a prison sen-
of felony convictions in 1992 was ferent crime. Nevertheless, the com- tence. Together the data show that 
compared with the number of crimes parisons illustrate the approximate for every 100 persons arrested for 
reported to police for offenses likely odds of conviction and a prison sen- murder in the United States in 1992, 
to be felonies and the number of ar- tence, given an arrest for a felony. 65 were convicted of murder, and 61 
rests made for these crimes in 1992. were sentenced to prison for that 
These numbers are aggregates and For example, the FBI reports that offense. Corresponding figures for 
should not be interpreted as repre- in 1992 about 19,246 adults were drug traffickers w"re 55 convictions 
senting the disposition of individual arrested for murder (including non- and 26 prison sentbnces for every 
cases tracked across processing negligent manslaughter). NJRP data 100 arrests for drug trafficking. 

Uniform Crime Reports 
Number 
of crimes Number 
reported of adults 

Offense to police arrested 

Murder' 23,760 19,246 
Rape 109,060 32,805 
Robbery 672,480 127,729 
Aggravated assault 1,126,970 432,650 
Burglary 2,979,900 279,416 
Motor vehicle theft 1,610,800 110,063 
Drug trafficking 311,005 
Note: The offenses selected have the greatest compar­
ability across reporting series. A maJority, but not all of the 
presented offenses, are felonies. The offense deSignations 

For 100 arrests 

Number Number of felon1: sentences 
Number of felony 

Number sentences 
of felony offetony 
convictions Incarceration Priso'! convictions Incarceration Prison 

12,548 12,172 11,6i'0 65 63 61 
21,655 18,840 14,725 66 57 45 
51,878 45,653 38,390 41 36 30 
58,969 42,458 25,946 14 10 6 

114,630 85,973 59,608 41 31 21 
19,332 14,112 7,926 18 13 7 

170,806 128,105 81,987 55 41 26 
in convictior'l and sentences came from the Source: Crime in the United States, 
most serlou!. offense. 1992 (FBI, 1993) provided data on 
... Data not available. reported crime and arrests . 
'Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
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violent crime. The other races (Ameri­
can Indians, Alaska Natives, Asians, 
and Pacific Islanders) represented 3% 
of the U.S. population but 1 % of con­
victed felons and 2% of those con­
victed of a violent crime. 

Persons in their twenties represented 
about 24% of the adult U.S. population 
but 46% of convicted felons. The 
mean or average age of felons was 
30 years; the median was 28. 

Number of felony 
conviction offenses 

At time of sentencing, the vast majority 
of felons sentenced in 1992 (79%) 
were sentenced for a single felony 
offense (table 6). An estimated 16% 
were sentenced for two felony of­
fenses, and the remaining 5% were 
sentenced for three or more. The 
number of offenses totals about 1.1 
million felony conviction offenses 

for which 893,600 felons were con­
victed and sentenced in 1992. 

The greater the number of felony 
conviction offenses, the more severe 
was the sentence. The likelihood 
of a prison sentence rose from 40% 
for those convicted of one felony, to 
55% for two, and to 59% for three 
or more (table 7). 

r-----------------------------------------~ 
Table 6. Number of conviction offenses of felons 
In State courts, by the most serious conviction 
offense,1992 . 

Percent ot convicted felons with 1, 2, 
or 3 or more felonz: conviction offenses 

Most serious Three 
conviction offense Total One Two or more 

All offenses 100% 79% 16% 5% 
Violent offenses 100% 71% 20% 9% 

Murder" 100 64 25 11 
Rape 100 65 22 13 
Robbery 100 67 23 10 
Aggravated assault 100 74 19 7 
Other violenti' 100 S'j 14 5 

Property offenses 100% 77% 17% 6% 

Burglary 100 70 23 7 
Larceny" 100 86 11 3 
Fraudd 100 72 19 9 

Drug offenses 100% 81% 15% 4% 
Possession 100 90 9 1 
Trafficking 100 75 19 6 

Weapons offenses 100% 80% 16% 4% 

Other offenses· 100% 88% 10% 2% 
Note: l:Jata on number of convictions were available 
for 872,559 cases. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
'Composw of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen 
property and vandalism. 

6 Fe/ony Sentences in State Courts, 1992 

Table 7. Convicted felons sentenced to prison 
by State courts, by number of conviction 
011enses,1992 

Percent of convicted felons 
sentenced to prison for 1, 2, or 
3 or more felon~ conviction offenses 

Most serious Three 
conviction offense One Two or more 

All offenses 40% 55% 59% 
Violent offenses 53% 69% 77% 

Murder" 91 95 97 
Rape 61 77 80 
Robbery 70 79 86 
Aggravated assault 39 55 62 
Other violenti' 35 49 64 

Property offenses 38% 51 % 50% 

Burglary 48 58 63 
Larceny" 36 48 44 
Frau~ 27 38 37 

Drug offenses 39% 52% 54% 
Possession 32 42 37 
Trafficking 44 55 57 

Weapons offenses 36% 52% 57% 

Other offenses· 34% 41% 34% 

Note: See note on tables 2 and 6. Data on number of felony 
conviction offenses were available for 376,592 cases. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embe.·.zlement. 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen 
property and vandalism. 
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Trends In the United States: 
. ! 9aEl to 1992 

Fl'Om 1988 to 1992 the volume of 
felony convictions rose 34%. The 
number of convictions for murder, 
i'apf), and robbery each rose about 
39%. The greatest increases in the 
number of convictions were for aggra­
vated assault (up 57%) and drug traf­
ficking (up 53%). 

Tile number of convictions and prison 
sentences rose more than that of 
aalult arrests. For example, regarding 
violent crime, adult arrests went up 
15%, but. felor.y convictions rose 

45% and prison sentences rose 41 % . 
(Trends from 1988 to 1992 for spe­
cific offenses at'e shown in the table 
below.) 

Despite the relatively large increase 
in convictions, cases generally took 
no longer in 1992 than in 1988. In 
both years, average elapsed time 
from arrest to sentencing was around 
7 months. There was no indication 
that to keep pace with the 1988 proc­
essing time courts disposed a larger 
percentage of 1992 cases by guilty 
plea. In both years guilty pleas ac­
counted for about 92% of felony 
convictions. 

1988-92 percent change in number o~ felony 
Offense Adult arrests Convictions Prison sentences --------------------
Murder -1% +34% +37% 
Rape -1 +39 +37 
Robbery + 10 +39 +37 
Aggravated assault + 19 +57 +53 
Burglary - 9 ""13 +9 
Drug trafficking +8 +53 +79 

Sources: Crime in the United States, 1988 (FBI, 1989) and 1992 (FBI, 1993) 
provided data on arrests, and NJRP provided dala on convictions 
and sentences . 

.. 
The only demographic change identi­
fied over this period was in the racial 
distribution of defendants. Roughly 
corresponding to changes in the ra­
cial distribution of persons arrested, 
the number of black felons as a per­
centage of all persons convicted rose 
from 41 % in 1988 to 47% in 199~~. 

Sentencing patterns were generally 
~nchanged except for drug traffickers. 
Prisor: sentences overall accounted 
for 44% of sentences in both 1988 
and 1992. The average prison sen­
tence was about 61f2 years in 199~!, 
not significantly different from what 
it was in 1988. 

The percentage of drug traffickers 
receiving a prison sentence rose from 
41 % in 1988 to 48% in 1992, and the 
average prison sentence rose from 
51f2 years in 1988 to 6 years in 1992. 
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Trends In the 75 largest counties: 
'i986 to '1992 

There are ovel: 3,000 counties in the 
United States, but crime is heavily 
concentrated in just 75 of them, the 
Nation's most populous urban juris­
dictions, These 75 have 37% of the 
U.s. population but in 1992 ac­
counted for about half of the crimes 
reported to police, half of all arrests, 
and half of all felony convictions. 

or acquitted, and 5% had other out­
comes (for example, adjudication de­
ferred or case diverted from the 
justice system). The remaining 54% 
were convicted of a felony. 

Data from the 1992 National Judicial 
Reporting Program provide additional 
information about those convicted of 
a felony in the 75 largest counties. 

• The courts in the Nation's 75 larg-
Percent of 1992 U.S. total est urban counties convicted 71 % 
accountc1d for by 75 largest more felons in 1992 than in 1986. 
counties 

Offense 

All 

Reported Adult Felony - The rise over the 6 years in the num-
crimes arrests convictions ber of convictions outpaced the rise 

48% 47% 47% in adult arrests: 
Murd9r" 58 55 52 
Rape 42 42 39 
Robbery 71 65 63 
Aggravated 
assault 52 49 48 

Burglary 45 46 42 
Larcenyb 48 45 44 
Drug trafficking 58 50 
Other felonies 45 

... Data not available. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes motor vehicle theft. 
Sources: Crime in tile Uniled States, 1~J2 
(FBI, 1993) and machine-wadable data for that 
publication provided counts of reported crimes 
and arr~sts; NJRP provided conviction data. 

Data from a 1992 survey done for the 
National Pretrial Reporting Program 
(NPRP) provide information or ndju­
dication outcomes in the 75 largest 
counties. NPRP data indicate that 
following the filing of 1992 felony 
charges in State courts, 14% of fel­
ony defendants were convicted of a 
misdemeanor, 27% were dismissed 

Violent crime (murder, rape, rob­
bery, and assault), among 
adults-

The number of arrests up 30%, 
The number of convictions 
up 48%. 
Murder arrests up 12%, 
convictions up 40%. 
Rape arrests down 11 %, 
convictions up 20%. 
Robbery arrests up 10%, 
convictions up 33%. 
Assault arrests up 45%, 
convictions up 88%. 

Nonviolent crime, such as burglary 
and drug trafficking, among 
adults-

Burglary arrests down 2%, 
convictions up 28%. 
Drug trafficking arrests up 51 %, 
convictions up 116%. 

Adjudication outcome, 1992 
Offense 

Percent (It felony defendants 
in 75 largest counties All 

ConvjcteQ..QL_ Dismissed Other Murder" 
Offense Total Felony Misdemt~anor or acquitted outcome Rape 
All 100% 54% 14% 27% 5% Robbery 

Felony sentences to prison 
in 75 largest counties 

Offense 1986 1988 1990 1992 

All 42% 44% 47% 46% 

Murder" 92 92 92 92 
Rape 69 69 68 66 
Robbery 71 71 69 71 
Aggravated 
assault 44 42 43 42 

Burglary 51 57 57 54 
Larcenyb 37 42 43 42 
Drug trafficking 36 40 45 45' 
Other felonies 28 33 37 37 

"Includes nonnegli~ent manslaughter. 
blncludes motor ve Icle theft. 
Source: NJRP. 

• Despite the increased volume of 
convictions, the amount of time that 
courts took to dispose of cases (as 
indicated by elapsed time from arrest 
to sentencing) declined from 1986 to 
1992. For felonies generally, the av­
erage time from arrest to sentencing 
was about 6 months (187 days) in 
1992, down from about 7 months 
(220 days) in 1986. However, mur­
der and rape, the two specific crimes 
most frequently decided by trials 
rather than guilty pleas, had no 
measurable decline in elapsed time. 
The remaining crimes had declines in 
case processing time of 3 weeks or 
longer. 

• The percentage of violent crimes 
resulting in'a prison s:- ltenee was 
essentially unchanged from 1986 to 
1992. For nonviolent crimes this per­
centage generally rose from 1986 to 
1990 but remained stable from 1990 
to 1992. 

Felony convictions in 75 largest counties -
1986 1988 1990 1992 

244,753 320,087 395,042 417,620 

4,635 4,859 5,438 6,493 
7,016 6,723 7,131 8,391 

24,495 24,436 30,981 32,517 

Murder" 100 70 2 28 0 
Aggravated assault 15,221 18,131 24,118 28,545 

Rape 100 54 
Robbery 100 56 
Aggravated assault 100 36 
Burglary 100 64 
Larcenyb 100 49 
Drug trafficking 100 68 
Other felonies 100 51 

"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes motor vehicle theft. 
Source: NPRP. 
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35 
35 
44 
22 
24 
18 
26 

2 
1 
5 

Burglary 37,744 42,976 47,110 48,354 
Larcenyb 37,951 44,493 49,451 52,736 
Drug trafficking 39,806 64,160 90,773 86,004 
Other felonies 77,885 114,309 140,040 154,580 

3 
8 
4 
8 

·'ncludes non negligent manslaughter. 
blncludes motor vehicle theft. 
Source: NJRP. 
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The mean sentence to prison also 
increased from just under 6 years for 

.tl1ose convicted of one felony to just 
over 8 years for those convicted of two 
or more (table 8). 

representing 92% of those sentenced 
for a felony in 1992 -- pleaded guilty. 
The rest were found guilty either by a 
jury or by a judge in a bench trial 
(tables 9 and 10). Persons convicted 
of murder were the least likely to have 
pleaded guilty (59%) and the most 
likely to have been convicted by a jury 
(33%). Contrary to popular belit.lf, 
however, neither murder nor violent 

crime generally accounts for most jury 
trials. 01 all jury trial felony convictions 
in 1992, 44% (16,680 cases) were for 
violent crime; 56% (20,913 cases) 
were for nonviolent crime. The single 
felony category most frequently 
decided by juries was drug trafficking 
(6,728 cases, or 18% of all jury convic­
tions), not murder (4,076 cases, or 
11%). 

• 

• 

Method of conviction 

Of the 893,630 convicted felons, the 
vast majority ~ nearly 821,000, 

Table 8. Mean sentence lengths for felony 
sentences Imposed by State courts, 
by number of conviction offenses, 1992 

Maximum sentence (in months) 
Most serious for felons sentenced to 
conviction offense Totai Prison Jail Probation 

:One conviction 
:offen~e 

All offenses 45mo 70ma 6mo 45mo 

Violent offenses 75mo 105 mo 7mo 50mo 

Murder" 217 232 10 73 
Rape 91 122 8 66 
Robbery 85 101 10 60 
Aggravated assault 43 72 7 43 
Other violenf' 44 74 6 48 

Property offenses 40mo 62mo 7mo 45mo 

Burglary 49 70 7 56 
Larcenyc 33 52 7 42 
Fraudd 40 68 5 42 

Drug offenses 40mo 64mo 6mo 46mo 

Possession 31 54 4 44 
Trafficking 46 69 8 47 

Weapons offenses 33mo 53mo 5mo 37mo 

Other offenses· 32mo 54mo 6mo 42mo 

;~fwo or more 
Icony/,cUon offenses 

All offenses 73mo 98mo 9mo 55mo 

Violent offenses 130mo 158 mo 9mo 64mo 

Murder" 276 286 10 110 
Rape 190 223 9 82 
Robbery 124 139 13 70 
Aggravated assault 81 111 8 52 
Other violenf 90 130 6 80 

Property offenses 54mo 72mo 8mo 52mo 

Burglary 63 80 10 53 
Larcenyc 37 54 8 50 
Fraudd 52 74 7 52 

Drug offenses 54mo 76mo 8mo 62mo 

Possession 37 57 6 51 
Trafficking 58 79 9 66 

Weapons offenses 44mo 58mo 8mo 42mo 

Other offenses· 31 mo 47mo 9mo 46mo 

Note: See note tables 2, 3, and 6. Means exclude sentences 
to death or life imprisonment. Sentence length data were 
available for 829,910 cases. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blnciudes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual 
assault, and kidnaping. 

clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen 
property and vandalism. 

Table 9. Number of felony convictions In State courts, 
by offense and type of conviction, 1992 

Number of felons convicted b:i 
Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Totai Jury Bench plea 

A." .Jffenses 893,630 72,968 37,593 35,376 820,662 
Violent offenses 165,101 25,336 16,680 8,656 139,765 
Murder" 12,549 5,122 4,076 1,046 7,427 
Rape 21,655 3,952 3,023 929 17,703 
Robbery 51,879 6,085 3,860 2,225 45,794 
.Aggravated assault 58,969 7,462 4,409 3,053 51,507 
Other violenf' 20,049 2,716 1,312 1,404 17,333 

Property offenses 297,494 16,154 7,473 8,681 281,340 
Burglary 114,630 7,412 3,759 3,652 107,218 
Larceny" 119,000 6,717 2,668 4,049 112,283 
Fraucf 63,864 2,025 1,045 980 61,839 

Drug offenses 280,231 21,230 8,567 12,663 259,001 
Possession 109,426 9,878 1,839 8,039 99,548 
Trafficking 17'0,805 11,352 6,728 4,624 159,453 

Weapons offenses 26,422 2,331 1,205 1,126 24,091 

Other offenses· 124,,382 7,917 3,668 4,249 116,465 

Note: Detail may not sum to total because of rounding. Data on type of 
conviction were available for 703,787 cases. Table figures include 
estimates for cases missing a designation on type of conviction. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 
clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property 
and vandalism. 
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Murd~rers convicted by a jury were 
the most likely to have received a life 
sentence (47%) or the death penalty 
(4%). 

Type of 
conviction 

Total 
Trial 

Jury 
Bench 

Guiity plea 

Type of sentence for murder or 
nonneqligent manslaughter 
Total Life Death Other 

100% 
100 
100 
100 
100 

26% 2% 
42 4 
47 4 
14 
15 

72% 
54 
49 
86 
85 

-Less than 0.5%. 

Case processing time 

Mean elapsed time from arrest to sen­
tencing in·1992 was nearly 7 months 
(table 11). Median time was slightly 
under 5 months. Jury trial cases took 
the most time - 10 months on aver­
age from arrest to sentencing. Cases 
disposed by guilty plea took the least 
amount of time - a little over 6V2 
months on average. 

Additional penalties 

Besides being sentenced to incarcera­
tion or probation, 37% or more of con­
victed felons also were ordered to pay 
a fine, pay victim restitution, receive 
treatment, perform community service, 
or comply with some other additional 
pBnalty (for example, undergo house 

arrest or appear periodically for drug 
testing). A fine was imposed on at 
least 18% of convicted felons (table 
12). 

Minimum estimates of percentages 
receiving other penalties are 16% resti­
tution, 7% some form of treatment, 
and 6% community service. 

Table 11. Mean and median number of days between arrest 
and sentencing for felony cases disposed by State courts, 1992 

Number of days between arrest 
and ser.!encing for cases disgosed by 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total JurY Bench ~Iea 

'Mean 
All offenses 199 days 244 days 300 days 216 days 199 days 

Violent offenses 227 days 300 days 330 days 246 days 214 days 

Murder" 339 393 405 351 308 
Rape 253 336 357 267 237 
Robbery 204 275 280 266 196 
Aggravated assault 212 259 313 206 206 
Other violenf' 237 278 285 229 232 

Property offenses 180 days 212 days 253 days 212 days 180 days 
Burglary 174 184 209 192 175 
Larceny· 179 235 315 221 176 
Fraudd 197 235 242 247 193 

Table 10. Offense of felons convicted In State courts, Drug offenses 201 days 222 days 281 days 216 days 209 days 
by type of conviction, 1992 

Percent of felolls convicted by 
Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench plea 

Possession 200 . 190 199 211 213 
Trafficking 202 254 304 225 206 

Weapons offenses 206 days 241 dclYs 279 days 205 days 211 days 

All offenses 100% 8% 4% 4% 92% Other offenses· 194 days 190 days 275 days 157 days 195 days 

Violent offenses 100% 15% 10% 5% 85% !Medlan 

Murder" 100 41 33 8 59 All offenses 138 days 184 days 231 days 1'71 days 139 days 
Rape 100 18 14 4 82 
Robbery 100 12 8 4 88 
Aggravated assault 100 13 8 5 87 
Other violenf> 100 14 7 7 86 

Property offenses 100% 5% 2% 3% 95% 
Burglary 100 6 3 3 94 

Violent offenses 172 days 234 days 268 days 192 days 160 days 

Murder" 274 315 326 273 253 
Rape 188 259 282 204 175 
Robbery 151 218 230 1219 144 
Aggravated assault 160 208 240 173 155 
Other violenf' 186 212 272 188 184 

Larceny" 100 6 2 4 94 
Fraudd 100 3 2 1 97 

Drug offenses 100% 8% 3% 5% 92% 
Possession 100 9 2 7 91 

Property offenses 125 days 152 days 167 days 164 days 123 days 
Burglary 119 137 156 142 123 
Larceny" 116 164 187 168 118 
Fraudd 130 170 125 185 132 

Trafficking 100 7 4 3 93 Drug offenses 146 days 171 days 214 days 173 days 141 days 
Weapons offenses 100% 9% 5% 4% 91% Possession 134 155 169 172 142 
Other offenses· 100% 6% 3% 3% 94% Trafficking 140 192 220 182 141 

Note: Data on conviction type were available for 703,787 cases. 
"Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual 
assault, and kidnaping. 
clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery I:md embezzlement. 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen 
property and vandalism. 

Wsapons offenses 148 days 192 days 232 days 164 days 151 days 

Other Offenses· 138 days 147 days 230 days 128 days 140 days 

Note: Grand total inuludes all cases, whether or not conviction type was known. 
Data on elapsed time were available for 429,999 cases. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 

"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property 
and vandalism. 
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Methodology 

• Sampling 

Except for 1 county (replaced by an­
other county), the sample of 300 coun­
ties drawn for the 1988 survey was 
also used in the 1992 survey. Every 
county in the Nation had a nonzero 
probability of being in the sample. 
In general, the more felony cases a 
county had, the more likely it was 
to be in the sample. 

The survey used a two-Btage, stratified 
cluster sampling design. In the first 
stage the Nation's 3,109 counties or 
county equivalents were divided into 
8 strata. Strata 1 and 2 consisted 
solely of the 75 largest counties in the 
United States as defined by the 1985 
resident population. Strata 3 through 
8 consisted of the remaining 3,034 
countip,s. 

they were given a greater chance of 
being selected than the remaining 
counties. 

Stratum 1 consisted of the 19 counties 
with tile largest number of felony 
convictions in 1985, plus 12 counties 
whose participation in the survey had 
been prearranged. Every county in 
stratum 1 was selected kIf the sample. 
Stratum 2 consisted of the 44 most 
populous counties that were not in 
stratum 1. The 44 were ordered by 
their number of felony convictions in 
1985, and then approximately every 
other county was selected. Stratum 
2 thus contributed 23 cOLlnties to the 
sample. Altogether, 54 out of the 75 
largest counties were sampled. 

Data on 1985 felony convictions were 
obtained from a mail survey described 
in State Felony Courts and Felony 
Laws (NCJ~ 106273) and Census of 
State Felony Courts, 1965 (codebook 

Because tile 75 largest counties for ICPSR 8667). The 54 sampled 
account for a disproportionately large counties in the 1992 NJRP survey 

• amount of serious crime in the Nation, were the same 54 as in the 1986 and 

• 

Table 12. Percent of felons sentenced to '9ddltional 
penalty by State courts, 1992 

Percent of felons with an additional penalty of 
Most serious 
conviction offense 

Community 
Fine Restitution Treatrr.ent service Other 

All offenses 18% 
Violent offenses 12% 
Murder" 9 
Rape 13 
Robbery 7 
Aggravated assault 14 
Other violenr 18 

Prop'erty offenses 15% 
Burglary 13 
LarcenyC 16 
Fraudd 17 

Drug offenses 20% 
Possession 20 
Trafficking 20 

Weapons offenses 14%\ 
Other offenr.es· 27% 

16% 7% 
14% 7% 
8 2 

12 10 
12 3 
18 9 
11 15 
26% 6% 
24 6 
23 5 
35 5 

9% 8% 
6 11 

12 6 
7% 4% 

13% 7% 

6% 
4% 
1 
2 
2 
7 
8 
7% 
6 
7 
9 
6% 
8 
4 
5% 
6% 

10% 
9% 
3 
8 
6 

11 
13 
9% 
9 
9 
9 
9% 

10 
9 
7% 

13% 

Note: Where the data indicated affirmatively that a particular additional penalty was 
imposed, the case was coded accordingly. Where the data did not indicate affirmatively 
or negatively, the case was treated as not having an additional penal~. These procedures 
provide a consel1lative estimate of the prevalence of additional penalties. Note also that a 
person receiving more than one kind of additional penalty appears und9r more than one table 
heading. Data on additional penalty were available for 893,630 cases. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 
clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property 
and vandalism. 

1988 surveys. The 3,034 counties not 
among the 75 largest were placed into 
6 strata defined by the total number 
of felony convictions in 1985 and then 
arrayed within stratum by region, and 
within region from largest to amallest 
on felony conviction totals. Sampling 
specifications tor the (; strata are given 
in the Appendix table on page 16. 

The final sample thus included 246 
counties from among the 3,034 
counties outside the 75 largest. One 
of the 246 did not participate. That 
county was then replaced by another 
in the same stratum. Case-level data 
were succ~ssfully obtained on con­
victed felons sentenced in 1992 from 
these 300 counties. (Two of the 300 
had no felony convictions during the 
survey period.) . 

The 60 sampled counties in strata 1 
and 3 were self-representing only, and 
their sampled cases therefore had a 
first stage sampling weight of 1. The 
remaining 240 counties sampled from 
strata 2 and 4 through 8 were selected 
to represent their respective strata so 
that the felony conviction cases 
sampled had first staye weights 
greater than 1. 

At the second stage of sampling, a 
systematic sample of felons sentenced 
for murder/nonnegligent manslaughter, 
rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, felony larceny/motor vehicle 
theft, fraud/forgery/embezzlement, 
drug trafficking, drug possession, 
weapons offenses, and other offenses 
was selected from each county's 
official records. The total sample 
numbered 105,657 cases. Of these, 
72,943 cases were in the 75 largest 
counties. 

Rates at which cases were sampled 
varied by stratum and crime type. In 
smaller counties every felony case 
was taken. In larger counties all 
murder cases and rape cases were 
typically included, but other offense 
categories were sampled. 
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Before the sample of cases was 
drawn, each felon sentenced in the 
sampled county in 1992 was placed 
into 1 of the 11 offense categories 
identified above. If the felon was con­
victed of more than one felony offense, 
the offense category was the most se­
rious offense. The hierarchy from 
most to least serious offense was mur­
der, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, drug trafficking, weapons, 
forgery/fraud/embezzlement, larceny/ 
motor vehicle theft, drug possession, 
all other felonies. The hierarchy was 
determined from an analysis of two 
factors that reflect how seriously th€' 
justice system treats different offenses: 
the sentence length imposed and the 
time actually served in prison before 
release. In general, the higher the 
offense is in the hierarchy, the more 
serious it is in terms of the two factors. 

Sample selection procedures gave 
each sentenced felon a single chance 
to be in the sample. However, felons 
who appeared in court on more than 1 
day for different offenses and received 
a sentence at each reappearance had 
more than a single chance. 

At the data analysis stage, cases were 
aggregated according to their offense 
designation at the time of sampling, 
with the single exception of "other vic.'­
lent." "Other violent" is a category 
shown in the report·s tables, but it was 
not a category at sampling. The "other 
violent" category was formed from the 
sampling category "othe: felonies." 
That is, after sampling, sampled cases 
designated nother felonies" were coded 
"violent," "nonviolent," or "not ascer­
tained," based on data available on 
them. Cases coded "not ascertained" 
were rare. For data analysis, cases 
coded "other violent" were removed 
from the "other felonies" category and 
shown separately in the report·s tables. 

Sampling error 

NJRP data were obtained from a 
sample and not from a complete 
enumeration; consequently, they are 
subject to sampling error. A standard 
error, which is a measure of sampling 
error, is associated with each number 
in the report. In general, if the differ­
ence between two numbers is at least 
twice the standard error of that differ­
ence (the criterion used in this report), 
there is at least 95% confidence that 
the two numbers do in fact differ; that 
is, the apparent difference is not simply 
the result of surveying a sample rather 
than the entire population. 

National estimates of the number 
of convictions for individual crime 
categories and for the aggregate total 
had a co£fficient of variation of 3%. 
Standard errors for each table in the 
report are on pages 13 through 16. 

Sources of data 

State courts were the source of NJRP 
data for about 80% of the 300 counties 
sampled. For other counties, sources 
included prosecutors· offices, sentenc­
ing commissions, and statistical agen­
cies. Individual-level NJRP records 
were obtained through a variety of col­
lection methods, including magnetic 
tape (61 % of the counties) and field 
collection (12%). 

Photocopies of official documents and 
survey questionnaires completed by 
court officials were additional data 
sources (27%). 

Data collection for 235 counties was 
performed by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census and for 65 counties by the 
National Association of Criminal 
Justice Planners. 

Targeted population 

The survey targeted and recorded 
initial sentences imposed in 1992. 
If a sentence was imposed on one 
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date and then modified at a later date, 
the revision was ignored. The survey 
recorded sentences that were actually 
executed and excluded suspended 
sentences. 

.1 
~ 

Because the year of conviction was not 
a defining characteristic, some cases 
in the sample were of persons con­
victed before 1992 but not sentenced 
until 1992. 

In a few counties where it was imprac­
tical to target sentences in 1992, the 
target was felons convicted in 1992. 
Hence, in some of the cases the data 
pertain to sentences imposed after 
1992. 

Crime definitions 

Murder and nonnegligent man­
slaughter: Murder is (1) intentionally 
causing the death of another person 
without extreme provocation or legal 
justification or (2) causing the death 
of another while committing or 
attempting to commit another crime. 
Nonnegligent (or voluntary) man­
slaughter is intentionally and without 
legal justification causing the death 
of another when acting under extreme 
provocation. The combined category 
murder and nonnegligEmt man­
slaughter excludes involuntary or 
negligent manslaughter, conspiracies 
to commit murder, solicitation of 
murder, and attempted murder. 

Rape: forcible intercourse (vaginal, 
anal, or oral) with a female or male. 
Includes forcible sodomy or pene­
tration with a foreign object (which are 
sometimes called "deviate sexual 
assault"); excludes statutory rape or 
any other nonforcible sexual acts with 
a minor or with someone unable to 
give lega! or factual consent. Includes 
attempts. 

Robbery: the unlawful taking of 
property that is in the immediate 

• 

possession of another, by force or the • 
threat of force. Includes forcible purse 



snatching, but excludes nonforcible 

• 

purse snatching, which is classified 
as larceny/theft. Includes attempts. 

Aggravated assault: (1) intentionally 
and without legal justification causing 
serious bodily injury, with or without a 
deadly weapon, or (2) using a deadly 
or dangerous weapon to threaten, 
attempt, or cause bodily injury, 
regardless of the degree of injury if 
any. Includes attempted murder, 
aggravated battery, felonious 
assault, and assault with a deadly 
weapon. 

Other violent: violent offenses 
excluding murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter, rape, robbery, and 
aggravated assault. Includes offenses 
such as sexual assault, kidnaping, 
extortion, and negligent manslaughter. 
Includes attempts. 

Burglary: the unlawful entry of a fixed 
structure used for regular reSidence, 
industry, or bUSiness, with or without 

• 
the use of force, to commit a felony 
or theft. Includes attempts. 

Larceny and motor vehicle theft: 
Larceny is the unlawful taking of 
property other than a motor vehicle 
from the possession of another, by 
stealth, without force or deceit. In­
cludes pocket picking, nonforcible 
purse snatching, shoplifting, and thefts 
from motor vehicles. Excludes 
receiving and/or reselling stolen 
property (fencing) and thefts through 
fra.ud or deceit. Includes attempts. 

Motor vehicle theft is the unlawful 
taking of a self-propelled road vehicle 
owned by another. Includes the theft 
of automobiles, trucks, and motor­
cycles, but not the theft of boats, 
aircraft, or farm equipment (classified 
as larceny/theft). Also includes receiv­
ing, possessing, stripping, transporting, 
and reselling stolen vehicles as well as 
unauthorized use of a vehicle Uoy(id-

.' ing). Includes attempts. 

Fraud, forgery, and embezzlement: 
using deceit or intentional misrepre­
sentation to unlawfully deprive a 

person of his or her property or legal 
rights. Includes offenses such as 
check fraud, confidence game, 
counterfeiting, and credit card fraud. 
Includes attempts. 

Drug trafficking: includes manufac­
turing, distributing, selling, smuggling, 
or IIpossession with intent to sell. lI 

Includes attempts. 

Drug possession: includes possession 
of an illegal drug, but excludes 
IIpossession with intent to sell.1I 

Includes attempts. 

Weapons offenses: the unlawful sale, 
distribution, manufacture, alteration, 
transportation, possession, or use of 
a deadly or dangerous weapon or 
accessory. 

Other felonies: all felony offenses not 
listed above. Includes receiving stolen 
property, driving while intoxicated or 
other traffic offenses, bribery, 

Estimate of 1 standard error 
for table 1 

Most serious 
Error in felony 
convictions 

conviction offense Number Percent 
All offenses 23,114 

Violent offenses 4,270 0.2% 
Murder/manslaughter 492 0.1 

Murder 369 
Manslaughter 293 

Rape 1,220 0.1 
Robbery 1,231 0.1 

Armed 610 0.1 
Unarmed 847 0.1 
Unspecified 1,115 0.1 

Aggravated assault 2,070 0.2 
Other violent 1,095 0.1 

Property offenses 8,183 0.4% 
Burglary 3,303 0.2 

Residential 1,221 0.1 
Nonresidential 2,333 0.3 
Unspecified 3,174 0.3 

Larceny 4,007 0.3 
Motor vehicle theft 1,328 0.1 
Other theft 3,400 0.3 

Fraud/forgery 2,148 0.2 
Fraud 1,485 0.1 
Forgery 1,278 0.1 

Drug offenses 8,675 0.5% 
Possession 4,445 0.4 
Trafficking 6,188 0.5 
Marijuana 1,376 0.1 
Other 5,473 0.5 
UnspeCified 2,900 0.3 

Weapons offenses 923 0.1% 
Other offenses 5,465 0.4% 

-Less than 0.05%. 

-Oft" 

obstructing justice, escapinf,i fmm cus­
tody, family offenses (such as child 
neglect, contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor, nonpayment of child 
support), and nonviolent sexual 
offenses (such as statutory rape, 
incest, pornography offenses, pimping, 
prostitution). Includes attempts. 

Estimate of 1 standard error 
for table 2 

Error in percent of felons 
~!il!]t!il!]Q!ild tQ 

Most serious Incarceration Pro-
conviction offense Prison Jail bation 

All offenses 0.9% 1.2% 1.1% 

Violent offenses 0.8% 1.0% 0.8% 
Murder 0.6 0.5 0.4 
Rape 2.1 2.3 1.1 
Robbery 0.7 0.6 0.5 
Aggravated 1.0 1.5 1.2 
assault 1.0 1.5 1.2 

Other violent 1.7 2.1 1.9 
Property offenses 1.0% 1.3% 1.2% 

Burglary 1.0 1.2 1.1 
Larceny 1.0 1.5 1.4 
Fraud 1.5 1.5 1.7 

Drug offenses 1.1% 1.5% 1.2% 

Possession 1.2 1.8 1.7 
Trafficking 1.3 1.5 1.2 

Weapons offenses 1.0% 1.1% 1.3% 

Other offenses 1.3% 1.8% 1.6% 

Estimate 011 standard error 
for table 3 

Error in maximum sen-
tence length in months 
for felons sentenced to 

Most seriolls Incarceration Pro-
conviction oWense Prison Jail bation 

Mean 
All offenses 2.9mo 0.3mo 1.2 mo 

Violent offenses 3.4 mo 0.3mo 1.4 mo 
Murder 8.8 1.1 5.5 
Rape 10.1 0.6 3.1 
Robbery 3.1 0.4 2.2 
Aggravated 
assault 4.1 0.3 2.0 

Other violent 6.8 0.4 2.1 
Property offenses 4.0mo 0.4 mo 1.4 mo 

Burglary 3.5 0.5 1.9 
Larceny 2.4 0.4 1.4 
Fraud 15.1 0.4 1.5 

Drug offenses 2.3mo 0.3 mo 1.7 mo 

Possession 5.1 0.1 2.6 
Trafficking 2.1 0.4 1.6 

Weapons offenses 6.2mo 0.3 mo 1.0 mo 

Other offenses 7.2mo 0.3 mo 1.4mo 
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Estimate of 1 standard error for table 5 • t;[[Q[ iD ~[l<!mt Qi l<QOYlcteg fl2IQDli 
Most serious Sex Race Age at sentencing 
conviction offense Male Female White Black Other 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

All offenses 0.2% 0.2% 1.3% 1.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 

Violent offenses 0.2% 0.2% 1.3% 1.3% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1 % 

Murder 0.8 0.8 1.8 1.8 0.2 0.8 1.1 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.2 
Rape 0.3 0.3 2.8 2.1 2.8 0.5 1.1 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.4 
Robbery 0.3 0.3 1.3 1.4 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.1 
Aggravated assault 0.4 0.4 1.2 1.2 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.2 
Other violent 0.8 0.8 2.3 2.3 0.4 0.8 1.5 1.5 1.3 0.8 0.7 

Property offenses 0.4% 0.4% 1.3% 1.3% 0.2% 0.4% 0.5% 0.5% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 

Burglary 0.3 0.3 1.5 1.5 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.1 
Larceny 0.6 0.6 1.5 1.5 0.2 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.2 0.1 
Fraud 0.8 0.8 1.5 1.5 0.1 0.3 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.1 

Drug offenses 0.4% 0.4% 1.8% 1.9% 0.1% 0.3% 0.6% 0.5% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 

Possession 0.5 0.5 1.9 2.0 0.1 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.2 0.1 . 
Trafficking 0.5 0.5 1.9 2.0 0.1 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.1 

Weapons offenses 0.3% 0.3% 1.8% 1.8% 0.2% 0.6% 0.8% 0.7% 0.6% 0.2% 0.2% 

Other offenses 0.5% 0.5% 1.5% 1.5% O •• Q 0.4% 0.7% 0.7% 0.5% 0.3% 0.2% 

-Less than 0.05%. 

Estimate of 1 standard error Estimar.c- ot 1 standard error 
for table 6 fol' table 7 

Error in percent of convicted Error in percent of con-
felons with 1, 2, or 3 or victed felons sentenced 
more felony conviction to prison for 1 , 2, or 3 or 
offenses more felony conviction 

Most serious Three or offenses • conviction offense One Two more Most serious Three or 
conviction offense One Two more 

All offenses 0.6% 0.4% 0.4% 

Violent offenses 0.6% 0.4% 0.4% 
All offenses 0.9% 0.9% 1.8% 

Murder 1.4 1.1 0.8 Violent offenses 0.9% 1.0% 2.0% 

Rape 1.4 1.0 0.9 Murder 0.8 0.7 0.5 
Robbery 0.7 0.6 0.5 Rape 2.4 2.6 2.9 
Aggravated assault 0.9 0.6 0.6 Robbery 0.8 1.1 1.3 
Other violent 1.4 1.1 0.8 Aggravated assault 1.0 1.7 3.7 

Property offenses 0.8% 0.5% 0.5% 
Other violent 1.9 4.1 7.2 

Burglary 1.1 0.9 0.7 
Propert)' offenses 1.0% 1.3% 1.9% 

Larceny 0.6 0.5 0.4 Burglary 1.1 1.6 2.7 
Fraud 1.1 0.7 0.8 Larceny 1.1 1.9 3.8 

Drug offenses 0.7% 0.5% 0.4% 
Fraud 1.7 1.9 2.3 

Possession 0.6 0.4 0.3 
Drug offenses 1.2% 1.4% 2.7% 

Trafficking 0.9 0.7 0.6 Possession 1.2 2.3 5.2 

Weapons offenses 0.9% 0.6% 0.5% 
Trafficking 1.5 1.5 3.2 

Othsr offenses 0.7% 0.5% 0.5% 
Weapons offenses 1.1% 1.8% 3.5% 

Other offenses 1.4% 2.1% 3.5% 

• 
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Estimate ot 1 standard error for table 8 Estimate of 1 standard error • Error in maximum sen-
tence (in months) for 

Most serious felons sentenced to 

for table 9 
Error In number of 
felons convicted bl 

conviction offense Prison Jail Probation 
f" .....•.••... - ..•.. -
lone c()nvlctlon . 
. Ql1~.r)J3JL .... : ... 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Jury Bench plea 

All offenses 2,478 4,756 21,619 

All offenses 2.8mo O.Smo 1.3 mo Violent offenses 622 709 3,954 

Violent offenses 2.7mo 0.3mo 1.4 mo Murder 186 49 314 

Murder 8.0 1.3 6.0 
Rape 8.0 0.7 3:1 
Robbery 2.8 0.5 2.2 
Aggravated assault 2.4 0.3 1.9 

Rape 191 88 1,075 
Robbery 185 147 1,082 
Aggravated assault 275 286 1,950 
Other violent 147 284 851 

Other violent 4.4 0.5 2.0 Property offenses 859 1,627 8,067 

Property offenses 3.3mo 0.4 mo 1.4 mo Burglary 481 686 3,072 

Burglary 3.0 0.4 2.2 
Larceny 2.8 0.4 1.5 

Larceny 266 881 3,765 
Fraud 183 156 2,054 

Fraud 16.1 0.4 1.3 Drug offenses 736 2,156 7,338 

Drug offenses 2.7mo 0.3mo 1.8 mo Possession 232 2,017 3,356 

Possession 5.8 0.1 2.8 Trafficking 562 340 5,223 
Trafficking 2.2 0.5 1.5 Weapons cJffenses 165 52 894 

Wea,rons offenses 8.3mo 0.2mo 1.0 mo Other offenses 427 655 4,567 

Other offenses 8.4 me 0.3mo 1.4mo 

iTwo or more con-
i'o(!Q!!QIl Q1l'~!1~~ Estimate of 1 standard error 

for table 10 
All offenses 3.3mo 0.4 mo 2.1 mo 

Violent offenses 6.6mo 0.4 mo 3.1 mo 
Error in percent of 
felons convicted b~ 

Murder 18.3 1.3 20.5 
Rape 19.8 0.6 6.6 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Jury Bench plea 

Robbery 6.0 1.0 6.0 All offenses 0.3% 0.7% 0.8% 
Aggravated assault 8.4 0.4 3.4 
Other violent 22.2 0.8 9.2 Violent offenses 0.4% 0.5% 0.7% 

Property offenses 4.0mo 0.6mo 2.6mo 

Burglary 3.1 1.0 3.1 
Larceny 2.7 0.7 3.2 
Fraud 18.6 0.5 3.6 

Murder 1.6 0.5 1.5 
Rape 1.1 0.5 1.3 
Robbery 0.4 0.4 0.6 
Aggravated assault 0.6 0.6 0.9 
Other violent 0.9 1.8 2.1 

Drug offenses 2.8mo 0.6mo 2.8mo Property offenses 0.4% 0.7% 0.8% 
Possession 4.7 0.4 3.4-
Trafficking 3.2 0.8 3.3 

Burglary 0.5 0.7 0.9 
Larceny 0.3 1.0 1.0 

Weapons offenses 4.8mo 1.4 mo 1.8 mo Fraud 0.4 0.3 0.5 

Other offenses 2.7mo 1.2 mo 3.3 Drug offenses 0.3% 1.0% 1.1% 

Possession 0.3 2.3 2.3 
Trafficking 0.4 0.3 0.6 

Weapons offenses 0.7% 0.3% 0.8% 

Other offenses 0.5% 0.7% 0.9% 

Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1992 15 



=: 

Estimate of 1 standard error for table 11 BJS Bulletins are a publication series 
Error in number of days between arrest that presents the first release of find- • and sentencing for cases disEosed b~ in9s from permanent data collection 

Most serious Trial Guilty programs. 
conviction offense Total Tota. Jury Bench plea 

'~tE!J!n This Bulletin was written by Patrick 
A. Langan and Helen A. Graziadei 

All offenses 5 days 11 days 10 days 8 days 6 days of (he Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
Violent offenses 4 days 9 days 11 days 9 days 5 days Tom Hester edited the report. Marilyn 
Murder 10 15 20 20 15 Marbrook administered final report 
Rape 10 16 22 17 12 production, assisted by Priscilla 
Robbery 5 11 13 17 5 Middleton and Jayne Robinson. Data 
Aggravated assault 5 12 16 12 5 collection and processing were done 
Other violent 10 26 35 21 12 by Mark Cunniff and Robert Cushman 

Property offenses 5 days 14 days 19 days 17 days 5 days of the National Association of Criminal 
Justice Planners; and by the staff of 

Burglary 5 14 16 21 6 the U.S. Bureau of the Census, includ-
Larceny 6 19 42 22 6 ing Latrice Brogsdale-Davis, Charlene 
Fraud 7 26 44 34 8 Sebold, Martha Greene, Henrietta 

Drug offenses 7 days 14 days 23 days 7 days 8 days Herrin, and Victoria Campbell, under 
Possession 8 14 27 8 10 the supervision of Stephanie Brown, 
Trafficking 7 17 27 13 8 of the Governments Division; and 

Weapons offenses 6 days 11 days 15 days 7 days 7 days including Denise Turner of the Field 
Division and Carma Hogue of the 

Other offenses 7 days 17 days 21 days 20 days 7 days Economic Statistical Methods and 
Procedures Division. 

Estimate of 1 standard error for table 12 January 1995, NCJ-151167 
Error in percent of felons with an additional penalty of 

Most serious Resti- Treat- Community 
conviction offense Fine tution ment service Other 

All offenses 1.2% 0.9% 0.5% 0.5% 0.9% • Violent offenses 1.2% 1.0% 0.6% 0.3% 0.7% 
Murder 2.1 1.3 0.3 0.3 0.6 
Rape 2.6 2.4 2.0 0.3 1.3 
Robbery 0.8 0.8 0.3 0.2 0.6 
Aggravated as/>ault 1.4 1.1 0.6 0.5 0.8 
Other violent 2.2 1.2 1.5 1.1 1.8 

Property offenses 1.3% 1.2% 0.5% 0.5% 0.9% 

Burglary 1.2 1.3 0.6 0.6 0.9 
Larceny 1.4 1.2 0.5 0.6 1.0 
Fraud 1.6 1.8 0.9 0.8 1.1 

Drug offenses 1.3% 1.0% 0.8% 0.7% 0.9% 
Possession 1.6 0.8 1.5 1.5 1.6 
Trafficking 1.4 1.3 0.5 0.4 0.9 

Weapons offenses 1.3% 0.8% 0.4% 0.5% 0.8% 
Other offenses 2.1% 1.2% 0.7% 0.8% 1.6% 

Appendix table. Sampled counties for NJRP, 1992 

Total Number of Number 
number conVictions Sampling of counties 

Stratum of counties In each coun~ rate sameled 

3 29- 2,000 or more 1 in 1 29 
4 71 950-1,999 1 in 3 34 
5 165 450-949 1 in 4 38 
6 315 210-449 1 in 8 39 
7 824 70-209 1 in 16 50 
8 1,630 0-69 1 in29 56 

-Includes 2 counties with an unknown number of convictions. • 
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• Reserve your copy today! 

• 
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National Judicial Reporting 
Program, 1992 National Judicial 

Reporting Program, 1992 

Detailed findings from the 1992 nationally 
representative sample survey of felons 
convicted in State courts in 300 counties­
available in mid-1995 
if you send in your order now! 

Felony sentencing 

Offenses for which 
detendants were convicted 

Type and length of 
sentences rece:ved 

Notice of change 
in distribution 
policy 

Because of the increased cost of 
printing, postage, shipping, and 
handling, BJS can no longer mail 
large documents without a specific 
individual order. 

Readers will continue to receive 
Bulletins find Special Reports but 
must order large final reports such 
as National Judicial Reporting 
Program, 1992 by using the order 
form on this page. 

Felons convicted 

Number and demographic 
characteristics of those 
convicted 

The number of felons 
sentenced to probation 

Case processing 

Convictions by trial and 
by guilty plea 

Time required to process 
felony cases 

o Yes! Send me 1 copy of NCJ-1S2696 
National .Judicial Reporting Program, 1992 

Name 

Organization -------
Address 
City, State, ZIP ~ ___________ ~ ___ _ 

Daytime phone: )--~-----
Fax to 410-792-4358 or mail to: 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 179 
Annapolis Junctiony MD 20701-0179 

-~ ---~- ------~------



Highlights from 20 Years 
of Surveying Crime Victims 
ON SLIDES! 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) commemorates the 20th 
anniversary of the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) =:::"'"'1..., 

~y offering cOlor,sslides to accompany i~s landmark report Highlights ~q 
,rom 20 Years 0 ' urveying Crime VictIms: The National Crime 
Victimization SU/.ley, 1973-92. These slides were specially designed 
for classroom use, training, and public presentations. 

More than 40 slides illustrate the charts and graphs presented in the publication. Each slide is 
coded for ready reference to the full text of the report. Also included is a reproducible paper set 
of the slides (with supporting data tables) for creating overhead transparencies. 

Slide topics answer the frequently 
asked questions: 

• How much crime occurs? 

.. What are the trends in crime? 

• Who are the victims of crime? 

• How much crime occurs in schools? 

• To what extent are weapons involved in crime? 

II Are most crimes reported to the police? 

Order your slides TODAYI 
Just fill out and return this ad to: 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 179 

Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179 

Or fax to: (410) 792-4358 

o YES! Please send me Highlights from 20 Years of Surveying Crime Victims on slides (NCJ 148140) 

o Payment of $25 enclosed 0 Check 0 Money Order (Make payable to NCJRS) 

Please bill my: 0 NCJRS Deposit Account # _____________________ _ 

o VISA 0 MasterCard # ______________ Exp. date ____ _ 

Signature __________________________ _ 

o Government Purchase Order # ____________ (Add $1.95 for processing) 

Ship to: Name: ______________ Organization: ________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

City, State, ZIP: __________________________ _ 

Telephone: <-) _________________________ _ 

• 

• 

• 



Bureau. of Justice 
Statistics reports 
(Revised January 1995) 

•

" toll-free 800-732-3277 to order BJS 
arts, to be added to one of the BJS 
iling lists, or to speak to a reference 

specialist in statistics at the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, 
P.O. Box 179, Annapolis Junction, MD 
20701-0179; or fax orders to 410-792-
4358. For drugs and crime data, call the 
Drugs & Crime Data Center & Clearing­
house,1600 Research Blvd., Rockville, 
MD 20850, toll-free 800-666-3332. 

BJS maintains these mailing lists: 
• Law enforcement reports 
• Federal stab:;tics 
• Drugs and cnme data 
• Justice expenditure and employment 
• Privacy and secunty of criminal histories 
and criminal justrce information policy 
• BJS bulletins and speCial reports 
• State felony courts 
• Corrections 
• National Crime Victimization Survey 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistrcs (annual) 

Single copies of reports are free; use title 
and NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports_ For single copies of 
multiple tities, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
Iibrarres cali for special rates. 

Public-use tapes, disks, and CD-ROM's 
of BJS data sets and other criminal Justice 
data are available from the National 
Archive of Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106 (loll-free 800-999-0960). 

National Crime Victimization 

•

rvey 
lence between Intimates: Domestic 

violence, NCJ-149259, 
11/94 

NCVS redesign: 
Press release, NCJ-151169, 10/94 
Fact sheet, NPJ-151170,10/94 
Questions and answers, NCJ-151171,10/94 
Technical background, NCJ-151172, 10/94 

Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 
1973-92 trends, NCJ-14700e. 8/94 
1992 (1In&I), NCJ-14)125,4/94 

Violent crime: Seiected findings, 
NCJ-147486,4/94 

Elderly crime vlcilms: Selected findings, 
NCJ-147186, 3194 

Vioience against women, NCJ-145325, 1/94 
Highlights from 20 years of surveying crime 

victims: 1973-92, NCJ-I44525, 10/93 
Crime and older Americans information 
pac~age, NCJ-140091, 4/93, $15 

Crime victimization in city, suburban, 
and rural areas, NCJ-135943, 6192 

Schooi crime, NCJ-131645, 9/91 
Teenage victims, NCJ-128129, 5/91 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports 

Capital punishment 1993, NC./150042, 
12194 

Prisoners in 1993, NCJ-147036, 6/34 
Women in prison, NCJ-145321, 3/94 
HIV In U.S. pris;)ns and jails, NCJ-143292, 

9/93 
Drug enforcement and treatment 

in pr!sons,1990, NCJ-134724, 7/92 
Violent state prisoners and their victims, 

NCJ-124133,7190 
Prison rule violators, NCJ-120344, 12/89 
Recidivism of prisoners released in 1983, 

NCJ-116261,4/89 
Drug use and crime: State prison inmate 

survey,1986, NCJ-111940, 7/88 
Time served in prison and on parole, 1984, 

NCJ-l0B544, 12187 
Profile of State prison inmates, 1986, 

NCJ-109926,1/88 
Imprisonment ill four countries, 

NCJ-103967, ')./87 

Correctional populations in the U.S.: 
1992, NCJ-146413, 1/95 
1991, NCJ-142729, 8/93 

Prisoners at midyear 1994, NCJ-151168, 10/94 
Comparing Fede:al and State prison 

inmates, 1991, NCJ-145864, 10/94 
Profile of inmates in the U.S. and in Engiand 

and Wales,1991, NCJ-145863, 10194 
Natio:,.1 Corrections Reporting Program: 

1992, NCJ-145862, 10/94 
1991, NCJ-145861, 2194 

Survey of State prison inmates, 1991, 
NCJ-136949,5/93 

Census of State and Federal correctional 
facilities, 1990, NCJ-137003, 6/92 

Prisons and prisoners In the United States, 
NCJ-137002,4/92 

State and Federal institutions, 1926-86: 
Race of prisoners admitted, NCJ-125618, 

6/91 . 
Historical statistics on prisoners, 

NCJ-111 098, "/88 

Census of jails and survey 
of jail inmates 
BJS bulletins and special reports 

Jail Inmates, 1992, NCJ-143284, 8/93 
Drunk driving: 1989 Survey of Inmates 

of Local Jails, NCJ-I34728, 9/92 
Women in /ail, 1989, NCJ-134732, 3/92 
Drugs and /all inmates, NCJ-130836, 8/91 
Profile of jail inmates, 1989, 

NCJ-129097,4/91 
Population density in local/ails, 1988, 

NCJ-122299, 3/90 

Census of local jails, 1988: 
Summary and methodology, vol. I, 

NCJ-127992,3/91 
Data for individual jails in the Northeast, 

Midwest, South, West, vols. ii-V, 
NCJ-130759-130762,9/91 

Census of local/ails, 1983: Selected 
findings, vol. V, NCJ-1127J5,11/88 

Probation and parole 
BJS bulletins and special reports 

Probation and parole: 
1993 (press release), NCJ-149730, 9/94 
1992, NCJ-146412, 9/94 

The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform • • 
Crime Reports & the NCS, NCJ-122705. 4/90 Juvenile corrections 

Victimization and fear of crime: World 
perspectives, NCJ·93872, 1/85, $9.15 

Th~ Natlona' Crime Survey: Working papers, 
Vol. i, History, NCJ-75374, 8/82 
Vol. II, Methodology, NCJ-90307, 1/85,$9.90 

BJS crime data briefs 
Young black male victims, NCJ-147004, 
12/94 
Violence and theft In the workplace, 

NCJ-148'99,7/94 
Child rape victlms,1992, NCJ-147001, 6/94 
Crime and neighborhoods, NCJ-147005,6J94 
Guns and crime: Handgun victimization, 

firearm seif-defense, and firearm theft, 
NCJ-147003, 5/94 

Carjacking, NCJ-147002, 3194 
Costs of crime to victims, NCJ-145865,2194 

• 

bulletins 
Crimlnai victimization 1992, NCJ-144776, 

11/93 
Crime and the Nation's households, 1992, 

NCJ-143288, 9/93 

BJS special reports 
Black victims, NCJ-122562, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ-120507, 1/90 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-l09978, 3188 
Robbery victims, NCJ-104638. 4/87 

Children in custody: Census of public and 
private juvenile detention, correctional, 
and shelterfacillties,1975-85, NCJ-114065, 
6/89 

Survey of youth in custody, 1987 (special 
report), NCJ-113365, 9/88 

Expenditure and employment 
Justice expenditure and employment: 

1990 (BJS bulletin), NCJ-135777, 9/92 
1988 (lull report), NCJ-125619, 8/91 

Justice variable pass-through data, 1990: 
Anti-drug abuse formula grants (BJS 
technical report), NCJ-133018, 3/92 

Drugs and crime 
State drug resources: 1994 national 

directory, NCJ-147706, 10/94 
Drugs and crime facts,1993, NCJ-146246. 8194 
Drugs, crime, and the justice system: 

A national report, NCJ-133652, 5/93 
Technical appendix, NCJ-139578, 6/93 

Catalog of selected Federal publications 
on illegal drug and alcohol abuse, 
NCJ-139562,6/93 

Courts 
BJS bulletins 

Pretrial release of felony defendants 
1992, NCJ-148818, 11/94 

Felony sentences in State courts 
199:'>, NCJ-151167, 1/95 
1990, NCJ-140186, 3/93 

Prosecutors in State courts 
1992, NCJ-145319, 12193 
1990, NCJ-134500, 3192 

Criminal defense forthe poor,1986, 
NCJ-112919,9/88 

BJS special reports 
Felony sentences In the United States, 

NCJ-149077,10/94 
Murder in families, NCJ-143498, 7/94 
Murder in iarge urban counties, 1988, 

NCJ-140614,3193 
Recidivism of felons on probation, 

1986-89, NCJ-134177, 2192 
Felony case processing In State courts, 

1986, NCJ-121753, 2190 

Felony defendants in large urban counties: 
National Pretrial Reporting Program 
1992, NCJ-148826, 11/94 
1990, NCJ-141872, 5/93 

National Judicial Reporting Program 
1990, N CJ-145323, 12193 
19B8, NCJ-135945, 1/93 

Felons sentenced to probation in State 
courts,1986, NCJ-124944,11/90 

Felony defendants In large urban counties, 
1988, NCJ-122385, 4/90 

Felony laws of 50 States and tt.e ulstrlct of 
Columbla,1986, NCJ-105066, 2188, $14.60 

State court model statistical dictiona!"/: 
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85 
1st edilion, NCJ-62320, 9/80, $10.60 

Criminal history records 
Survey of criminal history information 

systems, 1993, NCJ-148951, 1/95 
National Criminal History Improvement 

Program announcement, NCJ-151173,12194 
Use and management of criminal history 

record Information: A comprehensive 
report, NCJ-143501, 11/93 

Report of the National Task Force on 
Criminal History Record Disposition 
Reporting, NCJ-135836, 6/92 

Attorney General's program for improving 
the Nation's criminal history records: 

BJS impiementatlon status report, 
NCJ-134722,3/92 

Identifying felons who attempt to 
purchase firearms, NCJ-144393, 10/89 

Identifying persons, other than feions, 
who attempt to purchase firearms, 
NCJ-123050, 3190, $9.90 

Assessing completeness and accuracy 
of criminal history record information: 
Audit guide, NCJ-133651, 2192 

Forensic DNA analysis: Issues, 
NCJ-128567,6/91 

Statutes requiring use of criminal history 
record information, NCJ-129896, 6/91 

Original records of entry, NCJ-125626, 1/91 
Strategies for improving data quality, 

NCJ-115339,5/89 
Public access to criminal history record 

information, NCJ-111458,11/88 
Juvenile records and record keeping 

systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88 
Automated fingerprint identification 

systems: Technoiogy and policy issues, 
NCJ-104342, 4/87 

Criminal justice "hot" files, NCJ-101850, 
12186 

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81, 
$11.50 

BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings: 
National conference on criminal history 

record Information: Brady and beyond, 
NCJ-151263,1/95 

National conference on criminal justice 
bulletin board systems, NCJ-145327, 
2194 

National conference on improving the 
quality of criminai history information, 
NCJ-133532, 2192 

Criminal justice in the 1990's: The future 
of information management, 
NCJ-121697, 5/90, $7.70 

Juvenile and aduit records: One system, 
one record? NCJ-114947, 1/90 

Open vs. confidential records, 
NCJ-113560, 1/88, $7.70 

Compendium of State privacy and security 
legislation: 

1994 overview, NCJ-151262, '1195 
1994 fu'l report (1,500pp, microfiche $2, 

hard copy, NCJ-151623, $184),1'95 

Law Enforcement Management 
and Administrntive Statistics 
LEMAS,1990: Data for individual agencies 

with 100 or more officers, NCJ-134436, 9/92 

BJS bulletins and special reports 
Federal law enforcement officers, 1993, 

NCJ-151166,1/95 
Census of State and local 'aw enforcement 

agencies 1992, NCJ-142972, 7/93 
Drug enforcement by police and st,eriffs' 

departments, 1990, NCJ-134505, 5/92 
State and local police departments, 1990, 

NCJ-133284, 2192 
Sheriffs' departments,1990, NCJ-133283, 

2192 
Police. departments in large cities, 19B7, 

NCJ-119220, 8/89 
Profile of State and local law enforcement 

agencies,1987, NCJ-113949, 3/89 

Federal justice statistics 
Federal drug case processing, 1985-91, with 

preliminary data for 1992, NCJ-144392. 3/94 
Federal criminal case processing, 1982-91, 

with preliminary data for 1992, 
NCJ-144526,11/93 

Compendium of Federal justice statistics: 
1990, NCJ-143499, 9/93 

Federal offenses and offenders 
BJS bUlletins and special reports 

Pretrial release of Federal felony 
defendants, 1990, NCJ-145322, 2/94 

Prosecuting criminal enterprises, 
NCJ-142524,11/93 

Federal sentencing in transition, 1986-90, 
NCJ-13472? 6/92 

Immigration offenses, NCJ-124546, 8/90 

General 
BJS bulletins and special reports 

Tracking offenders, 1990, NCJ-148200, 7/94 
BJS telephone contacts, '94, NCJ-143707, 

11/93 

BJS discussion papers: 
Sentencing in the Federal courts: Does 

race matter? The transition to 
sentencing guidelines, 1986-90 

Summary, NCJ-145332, 12193 
Full report, NCJ-145328, 12193, $5 

Performance measures for the criminal 
justice system: Papers from the BJS­
Princeton Project, NCJ-14350o, 10/93 

Local prosecution of organized crime: 
Use of State RICO statutes, NCJ-143502, 
10/93 

Felony sentencing and /all characteristics, 
NCJ-142523,6/93 

Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics, 
1993, NCJ-148211, 9/94, $6 
1992, NCJ-143496, 9/93, $6 

Enhancing capacities and confronting 
controversies in criminal justice: 
Proceedings of a BJS/JRSA conference, 
NCJ-145318,8/94 

BJS FY 1994 program plan, NCJ-148138, 6/94 
Flrearms and crimes of violence: Selected 

findings, NCJ-146844, 2/94 
Incident-Based Reporting System: 

Demonstrating the operational utility of 
incident-bas.:.d data for local crime 
analysis: Tacoma, Wash., and New 
Bedford, Mass., NCJ-145B60, 6/94 

Using NIBRS data to analyze violent crime 
(Technical Report), NCJ-144785, 11/93 

Directory of automated criminal justice 
information systems, 1993: Vol. 1, Law 
enforcement, NCJ-142645,9i93, $5 
Voi. 2, Corrections, courts, probationl 
parole, prosecution, NCJ-142646, 9/93, $4 

Publications of BJS, 1985-89: 
Microfiche library, PR030014, 5/90, $190 
Bibliography, TB030013, 5/90, $17.50 

Publications of BJS, 1971-84: 
Microfiche library, PR030012, 10/86, $203 
Bibliography, TB030012, 10/86, $17.50 

Report to the Nation on crime and justice: 
Second edition, NCJ-l05506, 6/88 
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 8188, $8.40 

See order form 
on last page· 
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Please put me on the mailing list for: 

o Current BJS Publications Catalog 

o Law enforcement reports -
National data on State and local 
police and sheriffs' departments: 
operations, equipment, personnel, 
salaries, spending, policies, and 
programs 

o Federal statistics -- Federal case 
processing: investigation through 
prosecution, adjudication, sentencing, 
incarceration 

o Drugs and crime -- Sentencing and 
time served by drug offenders, drug 
use at time of crime by jail inmates 
and State prisoners, and other quality 
data on drugs, crime, and law 
enforcement 

To be added to any BJS mailing 
list, please fill in this page and 
fax to (410) 792-4358 or fold, 
stamp, and mail to: 

BJS Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 179, Dept. BJS·236 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179 

o Justice expenditure and employ­
ment -- Spending and staffing by 
Federal/State/local governments and 
by function (police, courts, correc­
tions, etc.) 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history Information and Informa 
tlon pollcy- New State legislation; 
maintaining and releasing intelligence 
and investigative records; data quality 

o BJS bulletins & spacial reports-­
Timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o State felony courts -- Defendant 
demographics and criminal history; 
pretrial release, prosecution, adjudi­
cation, and sentencing; State felony 
laws; indigent defense 

o Corrections reports -- Results of 
sample surveys arr:! censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, r:"oiJation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Victimization 
Survey reports - The only ongoing 
national survey of crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual) -- Broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, anno 
tated bibliography, addresses of 
sources) 

o Send me a signup form for the 
NIJ Catalog (free 6 times a year), 
which abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice publica­
tions and lists upcoming conferences 
and training sessions in the field. 

Name: ________________________________________ ___ 

Title: ____________________ __ 

Organization: ___________________________________ ___ 

Streot or box: _____________________ _ 

City, State, ZIP: ____ -:-______________ _ 

• 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

Daytime voice phone: ~ ______ Fax no: • 

INTERNET address: __________________ _ 

To order copies of recent BJS 
reports, attach a list of the titles 
and NCJ numbers of the reports 
you desire. 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 
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Criminal justice interest: ____________________________ _ 

Organization and title if home _____________________ __ 

addressisusedabove ________ , __________________ __ 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 BULK RATE 

POSTAGE & FEES rAID 
DOJ/BJS 

Permit No. G-91 

------------------------------------ --------

• 




