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TITLE 2 5 
INTERNAL SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

CHAPTER 193 

STATE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 
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§ 1541 .  C o m m a n d i n g  officer 

1. Appointment. The Chief of the State Police shall appoint a person who 
has knowledge of the various standard identification systems and Maine court 
procedure to be commanding officer of the State Bureau of Identification, 
heretofore established within the Bureau of State Police. 

2. Personnel. The Chief of the State Police may delegate members of the 
State Police to serve in the bureau upon request of the commanding officer. The 
commanding officer shall have the authority to hire such civilian personnel, 
subject to the Civil Service Law' and the approval of the Chief of the State 
Police, as he may deem necessary. 

3. Cooperation with other bureaus. The commanding officer shall cooper- 
ate with similar bureaus in other states and with the national bureau in the 
DePartment of Justice in Washington, D.C. and he shall develop and carry on an 
interstate, national and international system of identification. 

4. Rules and regulations. The commanding officer shall make and forward 
to all persons charged with any duty or responsibility under this section and 
sections 1542, 1544, 1547 and 1549; rules, regulations and forms for the taking, 
filing, preserving and distributing of fingerprints and other criminal history 
record information as provided in this chapter. Before becoming effective, such 
rules, regulations and forms are to be approved by the Attorney General. 

4-A. Responsibility. The commanding officer shall collect and maintain 
fingerprints and other criminal history record information pertinent to the 
identification of individuals who have been arrested as fugitives from justice or 
who have been arrested or charged with any criminal offense under the laws of 
this State, except a violation of Title 12 or 29. The commanding officer may 
collect and maintain fingerprints and other criminal history record information 
that may be related to other offenses or to the performance of his obligations 
under state laws and under agreements with agencies of the United States or 
any other jurisdiction. 

5. Apparatus  and materials. The Chief of the State Police shall supply such 
bureau with the necessary apparatus and materials for collecting, filing, preserv- 
ing and distributing criminal history record information. 

6. Establ ishment  o f  fees. The State Bureau of  Identification may charge 
nongovernmental organizations for services provided pursuant to this chapter. 
The commissioner shall establish a schedule of fees which shall cover the cost of  
providing these services, 100% of which shall be credited to the General Fund. 
R.S.1954, c. 15, § 14; 1971, c. 592, § 37; 1975, e. 763, § 4; 1985, c. 785, § B, 110, eff. July 
1, 1986; 1987, c. 421; 1987, c. 512, § 1. 
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§ 1542. Repealed. Laws 1987, c. 512, § 2 

§ 1542-A. Appointment 

I. Duty to take fingerprints. The law enforcement agency designated in 
subsection 3 shall take the fingerprints of any person: 

A. Charged with the commission of a criminal offense other than a crime 
found in Title 12 or 29; 
B. Arrested as a fugitive from justice; 

C. Named on a search warrant  which directs that such person's finger- 
prints be taken; 

D. Named in a Maine Rules of Criminal Procedure 16A order which directs 
that such person's fingerprints he taken; 

E. Who dies under circumstances of death constituting a medical examiner 
case under Title 22, section 3025, if sought pursuant to Title 22, section 3025, 
subsection 3, or at the request of the Chief Medical Examiner or the 
Attorney General; or 

F. Whose fingerprints have been ordered by a court. 

2. Palm prints, footprints and photographs. Whenever fingerprints are to 
be taken pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph A or B, palm prints, footprints and 
photographs may also be taken. Whenever palm prints, footprints or photo- 
graphs are ordered to be obtained pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph C, D or F, 
or are sought pursuant to paragraph E, the palm prints, footprints or photo- 
graphs shall be taken. 

3. Duty to take fingerprints. The cluty to take fingerprints is imposed as follows. 

A. The law enforcement agency having primary responsibility for the 
criminal investigation and prosecution shall take or cause to be taken the 
fingerprints of the person named in subsection 1, paragraph A. If the 
offender is subjected to a custodial arrest, fingerprints shall be taken prior 
to that person being released from custody. If the offender is summonsed 
to appear or, relative to a Class D or Class E crime, released at the scene by 
a law enforcement officer af ter  taking the personal recognizance of any 
such person for his appearance, fingerprints shall be taken within 5 days at 
a time and place specified by the responsible agency. The offender shall 
appear at the specified time and place and shah submit to the process. To 
the extent possible, the fingerprinting shall occur prior to arraignment. At 
the time of arraignment, the court shall inquire as to whether fingerprints 
have been taken or as to whether arrangements have been made for 
fingerprinting. If this has not occurred, the court shall instruct both the 
responsible law enforcement agency and the person charged as to their 
respective obligations in this regard. 

B. The law enforcement agency which arrests a fugitive from justice shall 
take or cause to be taken the fingerprints of that person. 

C. The law enforcement agency having primary responsibility for the 
criminal investigation and prosecution shall take or cause to be taken the 
fingerprints of the person named in subsection 1, paragraph D. 

D. The law enforcement agency or individual identified in the warrant  or 
order shall take or cause to be taken the fingerprints of the person named in 
subsection 1, paragraph C or F. 

E. The law enforcement agency of which the request is made shall take or 
cause to be taken the fingerprints of the person named in subsection 1, 
paragraph E. 
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4. Duty to submit  to State  Bureau  o f  Ident i f icat ion .  It is the duty of the 
law enforcement agency taking the fingerprints as required by subsection 3, 
paragraphs A and B, to transmit forthwith to the State Bureau of Identification 
the criminal fingerprint record. Fingerprints taken pursuant to subsection 1, 
paragraph C, D, E or F, or pursuant to subsection 5, shall not be submitted to 
the State Bureau of Identification unless an express request  is made by the 
commanding officer of the State Bureau of Identification. 

5. Right to take fingerprints. A law enforcement officer designated in 
subsection 7 may take the fingerprints of any person: 

A. Charged with the commission of a juvenile offense; 

B. Charged with the commission of a criminal offense found in Title 12 or 
29; 

C. Who is in a state correctional facility or county institution or facility in 
execution of a sentence for a crime or in execution of an order involving an 
institutional disposition for a juvenile crime; or 

D. Who voluntarily submits to fingerprinting for any law enforcement 
purpose. 

6. Palm prints, footprints and photographs. Whenever fingerprints are 
taken pursuant to subsection 5, paragraph A, B or C, palm prints, footprints and 
photographs may also be taken. In addition, palm prints, footprints or photo- 
graphs may also be taken for any law enforcement purpose when a person 
voluntarily submits to them. 

7. Upon whom the right to take fingerprints is given. Any law enforce- 
ment officer may take or cause to be taken the fingerprints of any person named 
in subsection 5. Any corrections officer or the person in charge of a state 
correctional facility or county institution or facility may take or cause to be 
taken the fingerprints of any person named in subsection 5, paragraph C or D. 

8. Fingerprint record forms. Fingerprints taken pursuant to subsection 1, 
paragraphs A, B and D, and subsection 5, paragraphs B, C and D, shall be taken 
on a form furnished by the State Bureau of Identification, such form to be 
known as the Criminal Fingerprint Record. Fingerprints taken pursuant to 
subsection 1, paragraph E, shall be taken on a form furnished by the bureau, 
such form to be known as the Noncriminal Fingerprint Record. Fingerprints 
taken pursuant to subsection 5, paragraph A, shall be taken on a form furnished 
by the State Bureau of Identification, such form to be known as the Juvenile 
Crime Fingerprint Record. Fingerprints taken pursuant to subsection 1, para- 
graphs C or F, shall be taken upon the form appropriate for that purpose. 

1987, c. 512, § 3. 

§ 1543. Repealed.  Laws 1975, c. 763, § 6 
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§ 1544.  Uniform crime reporting 

It shall be the duty  of all state,  county and municipal law enforcement  
agencies, including those employees of the Universi ty of Maine System appointed 
to act as policemen, to submit  to tile State Bureau of Identification uniform 
crime reports,  to include such information as is necessary  to establish a Criminal 
Justice Information System and to enable the commanding officer to comply 
with section 1541, subsection 3. I t  shall be the duty  of the bureau to prescribe 
the form, general  content,  t ime and manner  of submission of such uniform crime 
reports.  The bureau shall correlate  the repor ts  submit ted to it and shall compile 
and submit  to the Governor  and Legis la ture  annual report~ based on such 
reports.  A copy of such annual reports  shall be furnished to all law enforcement  
agencies. 

The bureau shall establish a ca tegory  for abuse by adult~ of family or 
household members  and a ca tegory  for harassment ,  which shall be supplementa- 
ry to its other  reported information. The bureau shall prescribe the information 
to be submitted in the same manner  as for  all o ther  categories of the uniform 
crime reports.  

§§ 1545,  1546.  Repealed. Laws 1975, c. 763, § 8 

§ 1547. Courts to submit criminal records to the State Bureau of  Identifi- 
cation 

At the conclusion of any prosecution for  any criminal offense,  except a 
violation of Title 12 or Title 29, the clerk of the court  shall t ransmit  to the State 
Bureau of Identification an abs t rac t  duly certif ied on the form provided by the 
bureau. 
1955, c. 120; 1963, c. 402, § 8; 1987, c. 281, § 3. 

§ 1548. Repealed. Laws 1973, c. 5 

I 
§ 1549. Request for fingerprints; fee . . .  , . • • ) 

The State Police, the sheriffs and the chiefs of police in each of the cities and towns may 
take or cause to be taken, and upon payment of a $3 fee, shall take or cause to be taken, the 
fingerprints or palm prints, or fingerprints and palm prints, of any person who requests that 
the person's fingerprints or palm prints, or Fingerprints and palm prints, be taken. 

[ S e e  m a i n  volume f o r  s e c o n d  p a r a # ~ p h ]  

1~a, c. ~a8,1 1 2 "  . . . .  . . . . .  ' .  ~. . . : 
• . . . . .  • 

i ~  , ' ' V  I :  , 
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§ 1550. Violations 

Any person who fails to comply with the provisions of section 1542, subsec- 
tions 1 or 3, or with the provisions of section 1542, subsection 4, imposing a duty 
to transmit criminal fingerprint records to the State Bureau of Identification, or 
with the provisions of sections 1544, 1547 or 1549 commits a civil violation for 
which a forfeiture of not more than $100 may be adjudged. 
1975, c. 763, § 10. 

. , '~-4a 



MAINE 
Tit le  16 

SUBCHAPTER VIII 

CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD 
New ~ t ~  "~ New 
|1 . l~flnittomh $1& 
41~- " Appll~l.Uo~m. 
II1~ LAmlUttlmm m~t dimmminlttion of 

aoace~vtetlm ,~,to,. e19. 
114. L,ImllUcm on dLuel~dna~on of tn- 620. 

telUareaeo and tnvestlamUve in- 6~. 
fomuttlon. 

illS. DImmmin~U(m of conviction d~ta. 
I lL In(lulrie~ r ~ u i r e ~  ~ L  
I t l .  DmaemlnaUon to nonerimfn~l J,,-o 

INFORMATION ACT 
S e c t i o n s  
Conf lrmmlr  exlaten~t o r  nonmttet- 

once of  c~qmtnal  htstm'y 
i n f e r n o .  

~ n l & w f u l  dia~mmirmtlcm. 
Ri ight  to ~ s s  Lad  r e v i e w .  
l n t o m U o n  t a d  r~em'ds  of  t h e  A t -  

t o r n e y  G e n e r s J .  S t a t e  P o J l ~  a n d  
Bureau of ldentifle.~tlolt. 

AOpltcaLlms. 

Sa~lmptm" VIII, C~mtaa~ Ht~tm.~ P.eeord l~@m-matlom Ae~, 

| t i l l .  DofiBItioao 
AJt used in th is snbehapter, unless the context otherwise Indicated. the. 

foflowtng terms shall  have the fo l lowi t~  m e n n l n ~  
h Administ rat ion of cr imina l  Justlea. "Adminis t ra t ion  of e r imlnnl  Jus- 

Uee" maims detect.on, apprehension,  detention,  p r e t r i a l  release, 1)ost.t'rinl re- 
lesae, prmle~t ioa ,  a~lJudl~tlon,  correctiomsl superTislon or rehabi l i ta t ion of 
neeusml Dersmm or c r imina l  offendor~. I t  ineluth~t c r iminal  ldt,.tlflel, t'imt 
aetivitie~l anti the collection. ~ o r u ~ :  nod dl~u~nilnnrio, of e r lmln . I  h i s t . r y  
record information.  

2. Conviction data.  "Convict ion d~ t s"  mean~ cr iminal  hLs¢ory reeo~I I . -  
format ion other than  no .convic t ion  data .  

3. Criminal  history record Informat ion. ~Crtmlnnl history record In- 
format ion"  means notations or o the r 'w r i t t en  evidence of a .  :trrr~t. dr.connie.. 
c o m p l a i n t  indictment,  in format ion  or other  f o m n l  cr iminal  e h n r ~  n .h t t ing  
to an Identifiable person. I t  slfall Include the ldenf l f lent io ,  or d~ r i l f f Jo t l  
of the person elmrged and nny  disposi t ion of the eharl~.  The t e ~ t  ( 1 ~  not 
InohMe Identif ication in format ion  mlell im flnger~rtnt~, lmlm pt'tntN or photo- 
graphic records to the extent: tha t  the in format ion  d o ~  not Indicate Involve- 
meat  of the individual  in the c r imina l  Justice systrm. The  term dm~ m~ 
Include records of civil violations.  

. . . . . . . .  , . "  

4 .  Criminal jus t iceagency.  ~C "ri~n "a l  justice agency" means a federal, 6tate,~district. 
county, or.local government agency or any subunit thereof that perform~ the administration of 
criminal justice under.a statut~ or executive order/and that allocates a substantial part of its 
annual budget.to the administration of criminal justice. ,.:Courts and the. Department of the 
Attorney General are eonaldered:eriminal justice agencies. "Criminal justice agency" also 
includes any~equiva lent agency at  anylevel of Canadian government, :i - .-~ .~" .-~-. • ~':'""~ 

, . * k  . . :  

~k Disposition. "Dbq)o~it ion" monna the onu(~lu.iou of ertminol pr.eeed- 
l a p .  and Includes aeqttlttal, ncqnl t ta l  by r~nNtn O~ ntt, ntnl  ,ll.,q~nm, or defect. 
f i l ing of ease, dismissal  of charge, diNmimml of chnrg~ lille ro Incnflt[ Ill" 
eompeteneT, eont tmmnee due to menf~! Ineompetelle~. ~ti l~" pie., nolo 
eontendere  plea, nolle p rm~tu l ,  eo t iv ie f lon . .~n te .ee ,  (lentil of Ilefenclnnt. tni~- 
t r la~  now t r ia l  granted,  release from eorr t~t lmml .~uimrvlxlon. larch, ,  p . r -  
don, amnes ty  or extraWtlon.  If  th~ di~lmsltlml I.~ tha t  tim Imll(~. have ~lt~vt- 
ed nee ta refer o matter' to n prcmeeutor or that n ltrm~eelttor lin.~ i,l~et,~l 
not  to commence cr iminal  procemilng~, It ~dl:tll Inchuh. tile nafur~ of tim . 
tot-minaUon or eoneluaion of the p~eeetl iag~. If tile cii~lm~iti.n I~ that  tin: 
proeeedlnlts have been indef ini te ly  I~mt3~ont~i. It sh.II  Inelmle tho ~ .  for 
t imt  po~ponement .  

6. D l m m l o o t l o n .  " l ) l ~ e m i n n t i o . "  ulenn~ tilt, trttlt~ti~mlon of | . f o n n o -  
finn, whether  orally, In wr i t ing  or by oleetronlc n ~ n n s  hy or ro allyono, out.  
side the agency which ma in ta ins  the Information.  

7. Excitat ive order. "Execut ive  order" Iln~tn.~ inn onie r  , f  file l ' r ~ i t i e . t  
of the Uni ted States or the chief executive of n s tnte  ~'laleh Im~ the f n t ~  
of law and which is published In u m a n n e r  p e m i t t l n ~  n ~ t h l r  Dahlia neee~  

thereto.  
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8. In te l l igence  and invest igat ive informat ion .  "Intell igence and investigative informs. 
tion" means information collected by criminal justice agencies or at the direction of criminal 
justice agencies in an effort to anticipate, ' prevent  or' n~onitor possible criminal activity, 
including operation plans of the collecting agency or another agency, or information compiled 
in the course o f  investigation of known or suspected crimes, civil violations and prospective 
and pending civil actions. ' "Intelligence and invest igative information" .does  not include 
information that  is criminal history:record information. " ' " : 

Sk Nontmnvle t lon  da ta .  " N o u c o a v i c t i o n  d a t a "  mean.,t c r i m i n a l  h i , t o r y  rec- 
ord  i n f o n m t t i m l  of  the  fol lowil tg  type~: 

A. . k t ' r ~ t  i t t fo rmat lon  w i t h o u t  d i spos i t ion ,  if an l u t e rw t l  of one  y e a r  
Itas e l apsed  front  ti le d;tto of  ti le a r r e s t  anti no ac t i ve  l l t m ~ t t i o n  of  tilt ' 
eha rgo  1~¢ pending .  To  1)¢~ itn a c t i v e  lJrt)14ed211tifltl t i le cn~u~ intlst I~  ~till 
a c t i ve ly  In iiroemm, wi th  , r r a i g n m e n t  e~ml)iott~l anti  the t-nee (lockotPd 
for  c o u r t  t r i a l  : 
It. I n f o r m a t i o n  dleclo~lng tha t  ti~e Imllee h , v l ,  e lec ted  not  re r e f e r  a 
m a t t e r  to a p rosee l l t o r :  

C. I n f o r m a t i o n  all ,cloning tllttg fl pre . ,~eutor  ha,, e j ec ted  not to com- 
mence  e r iminn t  proceedlnga  : 

D. IJafor lnat ion dlttelosinff t h a t  c r i i l t ina l  itrocpedink.,.~ h:l'rt~ I~Ptt i l tdefl .  
n i t e ly  imStTmned, e. g. a " f l i e d "  c a ~ .  o r  a cnAe wh ich  e2tltnog h4~ t r i ed  
beeatme rile d e f e n d n n t  Is fmlnd go Iw m e n t a l l y  ineomlwteu t  go ~tnntJ 
t r i a l  ; 
F.. & d i m n i s a a l  : 
F. 2Ln a c q u i t t a l ,  e x c e p t i n g  an nt~lUittnl by rea.~mtl nf  n e u r a l  dlm~:t.~ ' o r  
de fec t  ; and  
G. In te r re la t ion  dlsclo.qing t h a t  u pe r son  has  Iw~tt g r a n r e d  a fltll  :ttttl 
f ree  pa rdon  o r  amnes ty .  

10. Pe r son .  " P e r s o n "  m e a n s  an i nd iv idua l ,  g o v e r n m e n t  arctiC)" o r  :t t'N~r- 
po t a t i on ,  p a r t n e r s h i p  o r  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  a t~oe ia t ion .  

I I .  State. "S ta te "  means  apy  state of  the U n i t e d  Statc.~, the I ) i~ t r t c t  of  
Co lumbia ,  the  C o m m o , w e a l t h  oil P u e r t o  Rlefr  nod any  t e r r i t o r y  or  po.,ete~¢imn 
of  the  Un t t ed  S t a t e s .  

12. S t a t u t L  " S t a t u t e "  m e a n s  a~t A c t  of C o n g r e s ,  or of tt s t a t e  l e . ° t s la ture  
o r  a p r o v i s i o n  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  of  a state. 

1979, ¢. 433, I 2. 

| 612. Appl [oat loa 
I. C r im ina l  |ust iee agencies. Th is  snhehapter .~im]! apply  on]y to c r im ina l  

J t ~ t i e e  q e n e l e a .  

2. Exemptions.  T h i s  s u h e h a p t e r  sha l l  not  app ly  to c r i m i n a l  h i s t o ry  
record  i n f o r m a t i o n  con ta ined  in :  

A. l )osters ,  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  or  l i s t s  for  Idenr l f ) ' iug  o r  a p p r e h e n d i n g  
fug l t lve~  o r  w a n t e d  p e r s o n s :  

B. Or ig ina l  r ecords  o f  en t ry ,  such  it, pollc~ biot ter~,  tha t  a n :  main-  
r a i n e d  by e r i m i n n l  Jus t ice  agenc ies  and  t h a t  nr~ conspiled and orknmtzed 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  : 

C. Recorc~.  r e t a ined  a t  and by the  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  and  S u p e r i o r  Cour t .  
o f  pub l ic  Jud i c i a l  p roceedings .  Including.  but  not  l imi t ed  to. docke t  e n t r i e s  
end  o r i g i n a l  c o u r t  f i l e s ;  

O. Cour t  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  op in ions  not  im~,otmdecl o r  o t h e r , ' t e e  de- 
e l a t e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  ; 

F.. Records  of  publ ic  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  l eg i s l a t i ve  p r o c e e d i n g s :  

P. Records  of  t r a f f i c  o f f e n d ,  r e t a i n e d  a t  anti  by tire S e c r e t a r y  of  
S t a t e  ; and  

G. P e t i t i o n s  fur  and War rnn ta  of  Imrdons,  eomnmtntiotu4,  r e p r i e v e s  and 
n m n e s t t e ~  
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3. Permissible dlsclosora. Nothlnt~ in thLq ~ut)r.~Lml)ter sb~ll  be construed 
to prohibit  a criminal Justice agency f rom:  

A. Dtsclcminl to the public cr iminal  his tory rec~rd Informat ion related 
ro an offonxe for  which a person lit e11rrently within  the cr iminal  J u s t l ~  
sys tem;  

B. Confirming prior  eriminnl hl~tm'T ~ r d  Informat ion  to the public, 
in r ~ n ~  to it .wpoefflc lmluir7 tha t  |ucludes n .~peciflc name, ~ t t e  nmi 
eh .~;~  or dlsq~c~itlon, provided ¢h,t~ the. informar./on dL-.ciosed is rinsed 
upon data  excluded by subsection 2.. The  disclosing criminal  Just ice 
airency shah  dlacloae therewi th  a~y sacl all cr iminal  h is tory  record in. 
format ion  In its l ~ n  which Indicates  ~ dl~Wositfon of the ar res t ,  
detention or  formal cl~rlpm ; 

C, DlsumJna t in~  criminal  h l ~ o r y  record Is~formatiou for  purlm~m,~ of 
In ternat ional  t rsvel  such as Ismllinz ~'t~x and z rnn t fng  of eitize,,itil~. 

~979. ~ 43~ I 2. 

~6i2:-A. Recor~o~-persons-detained 

I. Requirement of record, Every-c.rimina1=~us- 
tire agency ~hat maintains a facility for pretrial 
detention sha.ll record the following information con- 
cerning each person -delivered .... U~--~t-.for pretrial 
detention for any period of time: 

A. Identity of the arreste~ person, includinq 
. __ name, aqe, residence and~cCupationr if any.; 

B..Offenses charged, including~the time, place 
an___ddnaEure of-~.he offense; 

C. Time and place o£ arrest; and 

D. Circumstances of attest, including -force, 
resistance, pursuit and weapon~ if any. 

2. Time and method 0f recording. :The recond re- 
~ired by T.his section shall be made immediately upon 
delivery of-th~ .person concerned Uo the agency.foz 
detention. It shall be made upon serially numbered 
Cards or -Shee~s or on the 9ages of a permanently 
bound volume, made and. maintained.-in chronoloqical 
order, and shall be pard-of the permanent records of 
The aqency makinq, i~. The record required, by This 
section -may be combined:wiTh The record requcred by 
Title 34, section 958. 

3..Records p~b1£c. The.Tec~rd-requiPedby--t~S 
section :~haLl be a public recordr except £or records. 
of T, he detention:.of ~uverLiles,-as--de/ined -in Title 
15~ section 3003~. subsection14 
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| 413. LJmltatlent na dlueminaUoa-of nenconvletloa data 

Except as providers in section lilY., ~llate~iomt 2 and 3, dhmvmlmttlon of non. 
tmavfctlnn data by a criminal Jtt~iee nl~eney, ~vh~her directly or thmttlgh any 
l n ~ r m e d i a ~ ,  shall  be l imited to:  

I. Criminal l u s t i ~  egnaelm. Other erimlmtl ju,,tlee aa~,leic.~ far the I)tlr. 
lame of the ndmint~rntian af criminal JllNtle~ aml ertminol Ju~lil. ttLq.ncy 
emplormeat;  

2. Under expfus  authorization. Any imr~na far  Any li01rpo~, when Px- 
pre~dy aurJmrf~i  by statute, e x ~ t l v e  nrd~r, court r~olt., ~our~ de~fNhm or 
eou~ order. E.~cln~mJ nurhorizati'on tthall menn lanmmlm In tlw .~(.t~W. ~x .ml -  
f ive order, or court ~ deehtfoa or order which ~qseeifleally .,qwnkN of non. 
tmavietioa data or ~pt,~lfleaUy r e f e~  to oao or n m ~  of tin* tY l~ ,  of mm. 
mavletJen da ta :  

3. Under slmelfln agreement-  Any pet-ms ~'lth n NIN,elfle a~remno, t wtth 
a criminal Jtlatl¢o al.'eney to provide ~ ' i e ~ , ,  rtNittirtql for rh~ adinlni,~tra. 
rio,, of criminal Jll~t|ee or  to conduct inrt,~ttillation,, ¢ietprnthtinll tlw t~ul~loy- 
mttaC mfltabiilty of p ~ t f v e  Lqw enforcement offlee~. The nllrt, etaent 
shil l  ~qteeitleMly anlhortge a m ~  to data. lhnit tim tlm~ of the data to lille . 
Im~tm foe which given, lnm, t.e ~t, eurlt  T and tmnfldetirfsility of tim dates ena. 
sialenc with thin .~ul~hapter and provide ~lneclolls for tiny vlolation~ : and 

4. R u u m h  utlvltlmt. Any in--on for the exlwe~ I)t tr lx~ of ~ r e h ,  
evatnotlnn or ~tatistleal purposea ar under an agreements wltl~ thn criminal 
Jtmllee ,tseney. The agreemeut slmll ~)eelflcall). atltlmrize act't~a to data. 
limit the mat of data to reeear¢lL evahmtlon or ~atlxtlcul Purlm,*te¢, IlI~IIIP~ tbe 
eonlldenttallty and ~,e~lrtly of the ,htta emtaiatent with fhf~ sutmha~ter ~mii 
provide mud. t ins  for any violations. 

l lr l~ e. 43& I 1 

§ 614. Limi ta t ion  on d isseminat ion  o f  intelligence and investigative inforrna.  
t ion 

1. Limitation on dissemination of intelligence and investigative information. Re- 
ports or records in the custody of a local, county or district criminal justice agency, in the 
custody of the Bureau of State Police or the Office of the State Fire Marshal, in the custody 
of the Department of Corrections, in the custody of the criminal law enforcement units of the 
Department of Marine Resources or the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or in 
the custody of the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency containing intelligence and investigative 
information are confidential and may not be disseminated if there is a reasonable possibility 
that public release or inspection of the reports or records would: 

A. Interfere with law enforcement proceedings; 

B. Result in public dissemination of prejudicial information concerning an accused 
person or concerning the prosecution's evidence that ~ill interfere ~ th  the ability of a 
court to impanel an impartial jury; 

C. Result in public dissemination of information about the private life of an individual in 
which there is no legitimate public interest and that would be offensive to a reasonable 
person; 

D. Disclose the identity of a confidential source; 

E. Disclose confidential information furnished only by the confidential source; 

F. Disclose investigative techniques and procedures or security plans and procedures 
not generally kno~a by the general public; or 

G. Endanger the life or physical safety of law enforcement personnel. 
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I 615. Oimmmlxatiom of asnvlctloh data  
CollyictloD dAtli Illay be d J ~ m ~ e d  to ~ l y  pelllon for any  purpone. 

! 616. inquiries required 
A criminal Justice agency s /~ l l  query the State Burenu of Ident i f icat ion 

prior to disseminat ion of any cr iminal  history record Informat ion for non- 
cr iminal  Justice purposes to assure  tha t  the moat up-to-date disposition 1. 
being used. 

~wrg. ~_ 4 3 ~  ! 2. 

| 617. Dissemination to noncriminal Justice agencies 
Criminni history record Information d i s seminated  to a noncriminal  Jus- 

• doe s i d n e y  uader se,~tlon 613 shal l  be used solely tar the l)Url)oae o f  which 
i t  was  disseminated and shal l  not he d i s seminated  further. 

197% c. 43.% ! 2. 

| 618. Confirming existence or nonexistence of cr iminal history record in- 
formation 

~'-xcept n~ provided hi section 612, sulmectinn 3, Immtln'aph R, no cr iminal  
Jtmtice al,'~ncy slmil confirm the t;xlstence or nouexi . tence  of cr iminal  hla- 
tory ~ o r d  informat ion to any person or abq~ncy that  would not I)e eligible 
to r e~ ive  the informat ion itselt.  

1079, c. 433, I Z 

| 619. Unlawful  dlceomioatloa 

I. Offense. & pezlozs Is gu i l ty  of un l awfu l  d l ~ m i n n t l n n  If he kn.wlu~:ly 
d |soeminates  c r imina l  his tory l n t o r n m t l u ,  in v i . l . t l o n  nt  any  of tim p n . ' i -  
siena of r.his nubcbapmr. 

2. C l n u l f l e s t l o a .  L'nlawf'.d d l ~ m i n a t l o u  is a C1,,Lq E crime. 

ME-9 
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§ 620, Rlgllt.to a l ~ m  and rev iew 

h l a l l p ~ t l a a .  Any  p e ~  or  hi.~ ~ttOrl leF amy i¢,q~et  Il l,, e r i m i n . l  hi~- 
tory  ~ r l i  JnforntAtJnn ~tl,~l.,r l l inlf | t im I t ln intnin(, l l  | ly :i Pritniil~ti jil.~Lit 'l° 
ngl~lle~'. ~Ii. ilel'~On's riElll: to itL~lleC-t or  n , v i ~  erlntJnlt l  h i~torF m~Jrt] i i l f O f  
ran/fen ~hnl l  not lqclnde nc~.L.-~ to intel l l~:nc-~ :it it l i,tvt.,~tIl~=zrivt, i n f ¢ l i ' t i l l l f i i l i l  
or  nny o~i ler illforTnn, Uon w h i c h  J.~ ito[ c r l l t l i l i l l l  lti.Nflsr)- l-P~|Pli [ l i f i ,r l l l l t fJ¢It l .  
A ~ ' h n l m d  Jlmclee m~nc)" . m y  p te .~ r lbe  ren~Jit l t l l le h t , n ~  .col l , ~ t t l , . ~  n| 
wh leh  the r lg l l t  may  I~  e.~er~i~ed nml -my ~tdt l l t lnnnl P ~ t r i ~ l . . ~ .  hn,lmlhll~ 
~ f l - f n e t o r T  ~ , r i f l ~ t l o n  o f  h|etttll~.- hy f l i , l~ , rprht f  ~. lqJni ' l .~m..- i~ ~t~P n.n,~m- 
aldy ne~P~t l 'y .  T h ~  l'~L~'Mlrll'tJillt~ ~littil IK. Ill ill..qlrl, lilt. :4a.~-Itrlly ,lid t-lln- 
.fldeltlallty of the elqmhml hl~lnry rvem~l info~nnlh,t .trial In wrlfy tl,. hh.n- 
lily of lhe pm-~on ~eilng ~o In~l thor hzf,rnmlhm. Tht. Iu.q.pe.v .~Imll 
~nppiF the p e ~ n  o r  hl~ :attorney ~' I th ~ <~q)y of  tl~P t . r imimt l  l i i~u- '~  n .~ ,n l  
Infornmtlon pe~nlnlnll to him on l'l.qltll~l litili lln.vnli.lif lit It rt,lt.,~)nliilh, flq'. 

2. RIVlII. ~k I~I!I'~II or hl~l llttOrlll)y mtly l't~itlettt Itlne,dnleut or cq)l'1"l..~ 
tlon of e~Imlnal Justlee reeo~l Informntloq e~.uc~.mlnll hinl hy ztddrt..~Inl~. 
Plther in ltlTton or by m. i l .  hi.,4 Pt,+lnt~.t to the c r imina l  J...+tice :tlfen¢.y In 
which the i n fo r l ua t l on  1+4 nmluut in t~h ' l~le rt.que,~t .,droll Ind le .ce the pnrOe n- 
la r  record Involved. the mature of rite eorreefiou .~mgh'- nnd  the J . . t i f l e a t i o n  
for the amendmen t  or eorreefJon. 

On receipt of • request,  the tzqmlnnl  Juutfc'~ agency ~hnll take ntwe,qmry 
~.epa tn de te rmine  whether  the qln..,,+tlOllm| il lforlnttllon I.'4 n~e~trnfe ztlltl t'llttl- 
piece. I f  lnvem'lgnCiou revenL., tha t  tile qtzc.P+Chmt,d informnt lmt  i.'+ InneenPnlt, 
or  incomplete, the agency shall  immedia te ly  correct  tO,: e r ro r  o r  deficiency 
and advise  the requeutlng pet':son.thztt the e~rreefltnt or  a m e n d m e n t  h . s  i~c,n 
made. 

~ l a i r  than  15 days, exc luding  Sa~untny~. Sl~ndny~ nnd |egnl public 
bol|day~, af ter  abe receipt of • request,  the ltgeney shal l  not i fy  the  request ing 
person In w'rltln'g e l ther  chat the ngenc'T hn~ ~or re~ed  the e r ro r  or defielency 
or tha t  It ret~u~e~ to make the requested .unendntent  or correcCiotL The no- 
t ier  of refts.,ml ~hall Include the ren~tons therefor,  the procedure  e~tabliahe<i 
bT the agency for eequet~fhlg a revf~v by the i te .d of  the agency of  tha t  te- 
rmini and the smme nnd I m s l n e ~  n d d r e ~  o5 rh:~t offlelal.  

3. AdmJnlstPutlve appe•i .  If  there  is ~t request  for revie~v, the he,td of 
the agency shall,  not l a te r  t i tan .30 ditys f rom the date  of the ~ l u e ~ t .  o's- 
e luding Situlrdny~, Simdnyu zmd legal imblie holld,t)~, complete the review 
~md e i ther  make the re, lt~eutc~i ::ahead.meat or e ~ r r t ~ l o n  n r  refu.,se to do .~. 
If  the head of the zt~,uey refn~-J co make  the r ,~l ,~tc~l  n m e n d m e . t  or correc- 
tion, he .,thall i~ermlt the reqtte~ctnl; iwr,~ton to flh, u'l'Ui the nk-ency n conelme 
s t a t ement  .~ettlng for t l t  the ren~ons for hi.~ dlmtk.r~.ement wi th  the r~ft. ,nl.  
He shall  nlso not i fy  cite I ~ m n  of the provl.~ion.~ for . l .dlchti  review of the 
reviewing oG4qe~al'~, de termlnncton  u . d e r  s u b s e ~ l n n  4. 

DL~temirmtlon of the disputed e r iminn l  hi.'~tory ~ r t l  hzform~tclon by t hn t  
o4~ney wi th  which the requesUn;: person hnu filed .~ .~utcctnenc of dlsa;~ree- 
men|.  oeeat-ring nf te r  the flllnl~ of .q.clt .~tntemettU .~hztll c lenriy reflect no- 
|tee of the dispute. A copy of the s tn t emen t  ~lmll be inelnded,  nlom: ~'tth. 
If ~he nll~Stcy deems It appropr ia te ,  eople~ of .t concise s t a t emen t  of the run- 
runs of cUe aZenc~ for not m l k ~ . g  the ~trnendment or correct ion requested. 

4. Judicial  review. If nit ndntinlstrztt lve l |ppeni hrmsght imP~,mnt to 
sub~eetlon 3 I.'4 denied by the he~!  of tl~e nl~ney,  or the reqtw~ting |wq'.~att 
believes the deeL, qon of the head of the nt, eney to he otherwl..~- .n~tti.. ,f:iet-~.' ,  
the p e ~ o n  may, within 30 dny~ of the deei~h)n rPmlered by the he.iI of th,. 
. ~ n c y ,  .~ek relief In the S u l t r i e r  Court.  

& Notification. When st c r iminal  Jz,stlc"e n,~ency hilt, nmPntir~l . r  entre- t -  
ed it lmmn' .~  cr iminal  h i . f u r7  re~.ord i n fo rnmt lon  ill rt.'~|mtii.e to wr i t ten  
qnlL~ r ~q provided In .,qlIl~l.~.'~Ioll 2 or it ~nl 'T orThw, tile it£,q.~n¢'y .~ImIl. wlthhi 

ilny.,~ t l t e m f ,  ndv im nil! ;irior ~cllllenLq, wire Imve ~ e i v e d  tim( tnfnrmn- 
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tion wi thin  the year  l)rinr Co the amendment  or c~r rc~lnn ,  nf the a.~.nd- 
men( or cor ros ion .  It  ~hltll ~ notify the per~m, of compliance with that 
r~'quiremenC and t|lo prior r~eiplenLq nntlflecL 

6. Right o1 rsieas4. Tile provi~iolm of tlli~ .qubehapter shall  not limit the  
right of a perxon to (ilsaemimtte to any othor l ~ r ~ n  cr iminal  blather 5- ~,t~ml 
Information i ~ r t a i n i n g  tn hiln:~olf. 

I ~ .  ¢. 233.  I 2.  

§ 621. Repealed.  Laws  1993, c. 719, § 8* " . . . . .  ; ~.-= . 
• . : .-, ... ,,J:..~. ~>,~ -~ :', .: 

' ,Historical and Statutory Notes ...~.: .: . ..... ~: : . . . .  

This section, which provided that nothing in were declared to be confidential under 5 M~R.S2L 
subchapter VIII required dissemination of infer-, . § 2000-D, was derived from: Laws. 1979, e. :g33, 
marion or records of the Attorney General that § 2; Laws 1993, e. 376, § 2. i ~i . . 

§ 622. Appl lczt lon 

'~ le  provl~iom4 of 'tini~ .ubclutp(er  .~hall . pp ly  to  cr iminal  hiN(ory recor~i 
Information in existence I)cfore July 2~, 19Tll, ine lml l t~  tim( which has been 
i)reviously expungt'~! under any other, provt~ion of Maine law, aN ~vell ~s to 
cr iminal  history record Infortmltlon in exlsteuce on July 29, 1970 and t he r ~  
after.  

1979, e. 433, ! 2. 

§ "631. ~' 'Maine Criminal Justic/~ .. L .... • . . " .." . .- Information System . . . .  ~ , ..... :.: 

• D " " ' :' ........ ' :''~ ;:"" ~ " ';" There is created, within the epartment.of Public.Safety, an information elear/nghouse to 
be known as the Maine Criminal Justiee Information System... The Maine Criminal Justice 
Information System shall provide criminal justice agencies and authorized private users ready 
access to shared uniform information, on criminal offenders and crime data, including: 

1. Offender tracking information. Offender-based tracking information, including any 
active status of offenders in the criminal justice system; 

2. Criminal history information. Criminal history record information that includes 
information on the potential risk of individuals; 

3. Crime dotal, Specific crime data for investigations and statistical analysis; . . . . .  

4. Warrant  information. Warrant and wanted persons information; 
f . . . . .  

5. Stolen property information.- Stolen prope~y listings; and ~ ,. . . . . . .  : .. i 

6 .  Other information. ' Other information available through communications or network- 
ing with other states or federal criminal justice agencies, or both., ' ' 

1993, e. 346, § I. .... 
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§ 632. De f in i t i ons  
As used in this subchapter, unless the context'otherwise indicates, the following terms have 

the following meanings. • - : -, 
I. Administration of criminal justice. Administration of criminal justice has the same 

meaning as defined in section 611, subsection I .  
2. Conviction data. "Conviction data" has the same mean'rag as defined in section 611, 

subsection 2. 
' 3. Criminal history record information. "Criminal history record information" has the 
same meaning as defined insection 611, subsection 3: : ' 
, 4. Criminal justice a g e n c y . .  Crmunal justice agency" has the same meaning as defined 

• section 611, subsection 4..  • . lit • " " a 

. . . . . . . . .  ,,~.~,i,~1 record reformation system means 
• . Criminal record inlorlxtauon systeltt.. ~ . . . .  - . - -  . . . . .  ~ . .  _ _ _ _ . .  

sStem including equipment, facilities, procedures ann agreements xor me couecuon, p x ~ o -  
sys " . . . . . . . . . . .  :_~1 record 4nformation including criminal history 
Lag, preservation ann masemmauon o, crm~,~, 
record information. 

6. Disposition- Dmposxtion has the same meaning as defined in section 611, subsection 

5 .  " "  ' . i .  

7. Executive order. "Executive order, has .the same m eaning as defined in section 611, 

subsection 7. 
8. Nonconviction data. "Noneonvietion data" has the same meaning as defined in 

section 611, subsection 9. : : '  ' • " , :  : . ..~ ; - 
9. Offender. "Offender" means an individual, juvenile or adult, accused or convicted of a 

criminal offense under the laws of this State or federal law. , . .  
10. Offender-based tracking ; - f - - ~ t i o n  : "Offender-based tracking information". l l , ~ - . -  . . • . . . . . . . • • . 

means information collected during the a ~ m t r a t i o n  of crunmal justice by criminal justice 
agencies related to an identifiable person ~who has been determined to be an offender- 

11.. Person. "Person" has the ~ meaning as defined in section 611,subsection 1 0 . . ' :  

12. State. "State" has the same meaning as defined in section 611, subsection 11. 

13. Statute. "Statute" has the.saree m,.eafidng ~ .defmefl.in .section 611, subsection 12. 

1993, c. 346,§ 1. ' "  "! " 

§ 633. Pol icy  board  es tab l i shed;  m e m b e r s h i p  : ' ' " : . . . . .  " 

There is established the Maine Criminal Justice Information System Policy Board referred 
to in this subchapter as the "board." The board consists.of 13 members that includes the 
Attorney General, the Commissioner of Public Safety, the Commissioner of Corrections, the 
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife~ the State Court Administrator, the Chief of 
the State Police, the. Director of the Division of Probation and  Parole, the Director of the 
Bureau of InformationServices, a.representative of-the Maine Prosecutors Association 
appointed by the Attorney General, a representative of the Maine Chiefs of Police Association 

appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety, a representative of the Maine Sheriff's 
Association appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety, a representative of a federal 
criminal justice agency appointed by the Governor and a public member who:represents 
private users of criminal offender record information appointed by the Governor. 

1993, c. 346, § 1. 
i 

I 

§ 634. T e r m  o fmember shmp  • . , , . .  . . . .  . . . . .  ;... 
: b , 

The Attorney General, the Commissioner of Public Safety, the Commissioner of Correc- 
tions, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the State Court Administrator. the 
Chief of the State Police, the Director of the Division of Probation and Parole and the 
Director of the Bureau of Information Services are merhbers of the board during their terms 
of office and may appoint designees to serve in their place. The other members of the board 
serve terms of 3 years° Members of the board serve ~ithout compensation, except for 
reimbursement for actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. Any vacancy 
on the board mu ~ be filled in the same manner as the original appointment, but only for the 
unexpired term~ 
1993, c. 346, § I. 
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§ 6 3 5 .  D u t i e s  

The board has the following duties. 
I. Establish policies. The board shall establish policies and practices necessary, to 

provide ready access to shared, uniform information on criminal offenders and crime data. 
2. Establish information standards. The board shall establish, maintain and promote 

minimum standards for accessing the Maine Criminal Justice Information System to ensure 
complete, accurate and up-tedlate information is received by criminal justice agencies and 
authorized private users. These standards include: 

A. Completeness and accuracy of information; 
B. Limitations on access and dissemination of information; 
C. System audits; 
D. System security; 

E. Individuals' rights to the review of records; 

F. Hardware and software requirements; 

G. Networking and communications; and 

H. Personnel qualifications and training. 

3. Recommendation of fees. The board may recommend to the Information Services 
Policy Board established in Title 5, section 1891, reasonable fees to defray the cost of 
operating the Maine Criminal Justice Information System. 
1993, c. 346,  § I. " 

§ 636. Administration 

The Department of Public Safety shall provide general administrative oversight for the 
board's policies and responsibilities. The Department of Public Safety, the Bureau of 
Information Services and other criminal justice agencies when appropriate may employ 
personnel necessary to carry out the purposes of the Maine Criminal Justice Information 
System, lease, rent or acquire adequate equipment and facilities, accept federal funds or 
grants that are available to carry out or implement its purpose and provide technical 
assistance and training to criminal justice agencies necessary to meet minimum standards for 
aCcess .  

1993, c. 346, § 1. 

§ 637. Meetings 

The board may meet at such time or times as necessary to carry out its duties, but at least 
one time in each calendar quarter at a place and time as  the board determines and at the call 

of the chair. The board shall elect annually a chair, vice-chair, secretary and a t~-easurer 
from among its member~ ' . . . .  , ~ 
1993, c, 346 ,§  1: . . . .  ' - ' ~ ' ' "~ " :' ~ ' ' . . . . . .  ' 

TiUe 25 

R e c o r d s  

§ 1631. Reeo,  confidential 
All  c r i m i n a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e c o r d s  of  t h e  S t a t e  Po l i ce  

a n d  t h e  B u r e a u  of  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  d e c l a r e d  to  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  

e x c e p t :  

• I .  Operational reports. O p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  b y  t h e  b u -  

r e a u ;  

2. A c t i v i t y  r e p o r t s .  A c t i v i t y  r e p o r t s  b y  t he  b u r e a u ;  

3 .  N a m e s .  N a m e s  o f  S t a t e  Po l i ce  a p p l i c a n t s ;  

4 .  P r o m o t i o n s .  Promotions; 

5. Resignations. Resignations; 

6. Discharges. Discharges: 

7. Retirements. Retirements; 

8. S t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s .  S t a t i s t i c a l  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ;  

r e p o r t s  b y  B u r e a u - o f  
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9. Accident reports. Accident reports; 

10. Fur ther  statistical reports. Statistical reports by Divi- 
sion of Traffic Records; 

U.  Accident information. Accident information on pend- 
ing cases which would not jeopardize the investigation or prose- 
cution of such eases; 

12. Fur ther  statistical reports. Statistical reports by Divi- 
sion of Criminal Investigation; 

13. Open court information. Information made available 
in open court; 

14. Pending case Information. Information on pending 
cases which would not Jeopardize the investigation or prosecu- 

15. Fur ther  ststistlcal reports. Statistical reports by Divi- 
sion of Special Services on truck weights, public utility enforce. 
merit and beano; 

16. Audits. Annual audits. 

Such records other than the exceptions listed may be sub- 
poenaed, by a court of record. 

1959, c. 223, § 1. 1971, c. 592, § 37. 

Tit le  25 

Internal  Securi ty  and Safety  

§ 2904. Bureau of Capital Security 

L Commissioner of Public Safety. Except as provided in subsection 2, the Commis- 
sioner of Public Safety is authorized and empowered to promulgate rules, subject to the 
approval of the Governor, governing the security regarding use and occupancy of all parks, 
grounds, buildings and appurtenances maintained by the State at the seat of government. 
These rules shall become effective upon deposit of a copy with the Secretary of State, who 
shall forward a copy attested under the Great Seal of the State to the District Court for 
Southern Kennebec. 
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§ 408. Public records avai lable for public inspection 

Except  as  o therwise  providt,d I)y .qtltftt|t., Pvt, ry ix, r.~tl( NIi;(ll it:lye, lit(, r ight  
to inspect and copy a n y  public record duri t ig the rot.'lthtr Ittlsiness hours of  
the custodian or lo¢'~ltJOl) o f  )) tel l  rL~or( l :  provic l tq l  t i t ;) t ,  whc,H,,v( ,r  il).,~l~Clioll 
cannot  be accomplished wi thout  tnt~slat ioi)  of II)och(tnic':ti ,Jr e lectronic  da t a  
compilat ions into .~ome o the r  f o r l u .  | h e  IX, l'xol) dl . 'qir i t ig  iIISIN'CtiO]! ll):ty I~0 r~,* 
quired to pay the S ta te  in i tdvance the eo~t of traztshttiot) ')lid I,oth tr:tn.~l-ttio,t 
and Inspection may be scht~hded to (K't'ttr (it st)el) tiutc, ;t~ will trot d,,hty or  
inconvenience the regular  aetlviti~..~ of the agency or  off icial  ]roving etmtody 
of  the record sought  and provided fu r t h e r  t h a t  the co~t of ColJyiltg :tlty Imblic 
record to comply wi th  th is  settle() )Stall be paid by the person reqttc.~ting the  
coPY. 

1975, c. 7.58. 

§ 409. Appeals 

I. Records. If  any body or agency or  official ,  who h(ts c11stody or  control 
of any public record, shal l  refuse  permiss ion to so inspect  o r  copy or  abs t rnc t  
a p u b l i e  record, this  denial  shal l  be made by tile body or agpney or official 
in writ ing,  s t a t ing  the reason for  the denial,  wi thin  10 days  of the rcquest  fo r  
inspection by any person.  Any person aggrieved I)y denial  may (IplX':ll there- 
from. wi th in  10 days  of the receipt  of the wr i t t en  notice of denial ,  to any 
Super ior  Court  wi thin  the  State.  I f  a court ,  a f t e r  a t r ia l  de nero,  de te rmines  
stich denial  was  not  fo r  Just and proper  cause, it  shal l  en te r  an order  for  
disclosure. Appeals  shal l  be privi leged in respect  to the i r  a s s igmnen t  for t r ia l  • 
over  all o the r  act ions except  w r i t s  of habeas  corpus and act ions brought  by 
the State  aga ins t  individuals .  

2. Actions. If  any body or agency approves  any ordinances ,  orders ,  rules.  
resolutions, regulatlotm, contract.q, appoint~nents or  o the r  official  act ion In an 
executive session, th is  act ion shall  be Illegal and the off ic ia ls  respo~tsible shal l  
be subject  to the penal t ies  he r e ina f t e r  provided. Upon learning of ~my such 
action, any person may appeal  to any Super ior  Court  in the State.  I f  a co)xrt, 

a f t e r  :) tr ial  de n . y . ,  de terml t . ,~  thin act ion was  taken ilh,;',aily in an cxect,- 
t i r e  .'q .'.~-~io)), i t  s h a l l  ~,nr(,r a u  ordq . r  i t r o v h i i l ) g  f o r  tltl, (to)ion to I~ I)ttll )md vo id .  
APlwals shall  Iw privi leged hi r~,~ltCCt to the i r  a.,o~ignment for  trittl over ;tll 
o the r  ;)ctiotts exeei)t w r i t s  of halw~)~ coil)Its or actiott~ brought  hy the S ta te  
aga ins t  Individuals.  

3. Proceedings not exclusive. The iJroet'~qJiuk.'~ -'tttthoriTA~l I(y th is  .~,~tiot) 
shal l  ]tot be exclusive of an)" o the r  civil remedy provided by law. 

1975, c. 7*'08. 

"§ 410. Violat ions 

A willful  violation of  any r equ i remen t  of  th is  subehap t e r  is a Cln.~s I'~ critlle. 
1975, c. 
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CHAPTER 13 

PUBLIC RECORDS AND PROCEEDINGS 

§ 401. Declaration of public policy; rules of construction 
The Lcgis lnture  f inds  and dec lares  tha t  pt,blic l)roceedings e x i s t  to aid in 

the conduct  of  the people's  business .  I t  Is the intent  of  the Legis lature  tha t  
their act ions  be taken openly  and that  the  records of  their  act ions  be open to 
public In-,q)ectlon and their  de l iberat ions  be conducted openly.  I t  is  fur ther  
the Intent o f  the Leg is la ture  that  c landes t ine  meeti,~gs, conferences  or meet-  
ing~ held on pr ivate  property w i t h o u t  proper not ice  ~nd ample  opportuni ty  
for  at tendance  by the  publ ic  not  be used to de~oat the purposes  of  thin 
subchapter.  

' l~ i s  subchapter  shal l  be l iberal ly  construed and applied to p r ,  mote its  
under ly ing  purposes  and pol ic ies  as  conta ined  In the dec larat ion  of  l eg i s la t ive  
intent.  

1975, c. 758. 

§ 402. Definitions 

:~. P u b l i c  r e c o r d s .  T h P  Icnzz " l Iuh l i+ "  n.ct,rGi~'" .Nil+Ill lUC.' l ,  l i l l y  w r i l ¢~ , . ,  
I . ' i n l e d  o r  g r ' t l , h i ( '  I l l : l f t l . r  r~r. z tny n lePi l : i l l i ( ,~ l I  o r  ~ ' ] cc ln~ l l i c  d a h l  c - i . I ) i i : l t i o u  
; r , , n l  w l , i c h  i l l f , , r111: l l i . l i  e ; l l l  IN. o | l t : I i l I ( . l l .  , [ i n ' ~ ' l l y  . r  ; ) f l i . r  I r := l=~] , l l io l l  i l , l l l  ,I 
f ,  l r l l l  .~t l .~.  i ) r i hh ,  o f  v i .~ l , . I  . r  ; l l l r l l l  c l ) l l l l , rPh l , l lN ion  ' I l l ; i t  ix  i l l  I l l l '  IXD~.,~...<~ioII 
u "  C11s¢=~ly o f  ,111 :II.'PIIC.V - r  I . I l d i c  o f f l ( - i : l l  ,Pf I l l i ~  ~ l l l h . . r  IUI.V el f  i l~  I v ) l i l i c I I I  
'~=, l . l i l ' i~ io l lS  n l l ( I  l i n k  IK"ell rcoPi~-t.d o r  p r , . lm rc~ l  f o r  i1~,~ I i i  c~l11111.eti(.i ~'1111 t l . .  
I r;ll l.~=tCfiOlt O~ l l I l i l l i¢ '  ( ) r  ~ ( I v i , r | | l l l l , l l f f l I  i l, l.~il l l ...~.~ l | r  (~rl l l | , , i l ,A i l l f i l r l l l , I l i l i l l  r t , h l | .  
izz= It, tl l~. t r . i , ~ l l ( - t i o ,  o f  I m h l t c  . r  I :Ol ' l ' r izz l lc l l ls l l  iIIINiliI~;.,<. ( 'X( ' ( ' | I I "  

A.  l l l%~n l .~  I l l : I t  JlrlV(' h l 'Pn (h . '~ ig l l . l , , d  ~ u l ' l d l , l z l i z z l  l l v  .~ l , l¢ l l l c :  

B.  l lc£'or(I.~ t h a t  w o l . h I  iX. w l t h l .  I ize .~-'~)1~ o f  it I l r i v ih , l :~ :  ag' l i l I .N! . i i . " (~V-  
er.V o r  ~1~' ;1~ Pvi(|(~ll('t~ rIN'()k~lli>'.~,~] h.v rh . ,  ( ' () I Ir IN o f  l h l ~  .'~t:zl~, i l l  ~. ivi l  - r  
c r i m h l a l  I r i , , l s  i f  t h e  n ~ . . n l ~  Or  Jll~lN~..t|Oli t l l ~ , r ~ f  w c r , .  ~ t i g l l t  i . I I i t ?  
#.'/lllr~r ~ ( i f  :I { ' ( ) l l r t  I ir¢~{'~,(~li l l l :; 

C. l { P ~ n l ~ ,  w ¢ ~ r k i , ; :  I , I I~Prs I I I l ( i  i l i t c r ~ l ' f i c ( ,  ,111(1 i l l l r a o f f i ( ' l ,  I l l l . l l l¢)r ; l l l l l , i  
ii.,q.'ll i ) r  lU i l i l i lJ i i l l t~( l  I~y ; l i l y  ] ~ g i s l a t . ) r .  h 'g i~ ia t i~ ' ( ,  , l l { l . l le}  ~ ~ r  ] t ,g i~ l ; l l iV l ,  
i , I i l | l lo .~. .q . I . i  i l r ( , l m r ~  I~n~lm.~,~l ,~4.,lllife ,~r i i l l l l l ,~l, I I ; t ix 'r ,~ o r  r~,lNirr~- f i i r  ( '()n- 
• ~ i ( l ( ' r , l l i o l l  h y  th t~ i l ,eg is l t l l . l l r l~  o r  I l n y  n {  it.~ COl]Ul l i t t£~,x l iu r i l l k~  |h i  ~ I l i l , l lnJ l l l l l  
i l l  Wl l iP l i  f l IP l l r O l l ~ I t l - r  r e p o r t  t,~ [ ) rP l i : l rP( I  ; I i i i i i  

D .  .~l=ltl,ri=ll ] l n , l i ; I r l . i I  f i l r  =11111 II.,~ell ~lX.~. i t ' i ( . l l l ly ; l l l l l  i , x ( ' h l~ iV i , l y  i l l  I I n ' p  - 
; i r : l t i l l l l  f o r  il(~k"ol'i;Itil)lh,~, i l lC l l l~ l i l l~  l h P  ( l l~vi , l l~ l) l l le l l  ~ o f  h=lr;l l.Till i l lk" l)l '()- 
IN~.~:llx [ o  I~: I l l l l l l l '  :lltcl t i l l '  ;In~lly.~i.~ o f  I)rOl)~).~;l].,; rl '~..i~'e~l, l l y  ,I l IH Id i l  • 
( ' l l l l } io .v l ' r  i l l  (~) ] l (~cl jv l  , h , i rg l t i n i z l k ;  w i t h  i t~  (,nll)lCLyei, x ; l l l d  f l i t ,J r  (i(,.,~il; l l ; l lell 
r t 'p  r(,~(~ll f II t I vt ,~L 

E. ] lecor l l .~ .  work i l l ~Z  ii:H~l.I,.~, i l lL i , r i . [ f i ( . l , ,  I I I i l |  i l l f r , l i ) f f i c t ,  I l i l ' l l , ( l l ' ; I l l l l l |  II;V4~(I 
ll~" ¢)r l i r l ,p=lr¢ ' ( i  f l i t  f ; I c t l l { y  ; l l ld  ;,(l l l l i l l i~4('l-;. lt iVt, (NIl l l l l l i { |( . i , .< O{ I l l l '  .~(:l i l l , '  M l l r i -  
l i l l l l ,  A(?l l l l l , l l l } -  n l l l l  t i l l '  Ul l iv, , r~. : i l } "  o{' .~l l l ln l , .  T I l l ,  i ) r ( .~ ' i~ i . l l .~ u f  t h i n  i ) ; i r . t g r ; l i l l l  
. l i t  I lOt ; l l~ l ) ly  Io  fll(~ iKmr(I.,~ o f  Ilrll.,~tt, ip~, Ih l ,  f~rllllll l i l l l,~,.~l : l l l i i  .~ll i l¢'~ll l l l l i i ' fPi,.~ (;1' 
I I l--~l, I ra ,  n i l .  ; l i l d  t h e  " td l l l i a i i ~ t r l ' l t i v c  ( ~ l l l l f i l  ( ) f  IIi1, [ ' l i i v l , r ~ i t y  o {  .1h i l l . . .  
wh i~. l l  ; t r c  i 'Pf(~rr(~l  t o  l u  .~,'(' l i()l i -J0'. ), Rt lh>t i .~t iou ~. l i l l r l l g r ; l l , h  l } .  

,;,TS. c. 7 , ' ~ :  1!)77, c. )114, ~t~ ] , LL  


