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During the coming
decade, in every corner
of the United States,
automated criminal
justice data will become
an essential part of
crime prevention and
resolution. Victims,
DOJ photo by Craig Crawford
no longer forgotten, will
receive the support they deserve. Criminal
and civil sanctions will be based on more
complete, accurate, and accet:)sible
information. Those who manage courts,
law enforcement agencies, and correctional
facilities will increase the effectiveness
of their operations as they obtain access
to the information necessary to make good
decisions.

National Crime Victims Rights Week, 1992
President Bush and Attorney General Barr
present awards for service to crime victims

BJS cosponsors with Princeton University
a project designed to ensure that criminal
justice professionals are aware of the best
available measures for achieving their goals.
This project will seek to identify the most
viable goals and accurate information
pertinent to enhancing our justice system.
The initial analysis of data from the National
Incident-Based Reporting System and the
upcoming BJS/JRSA conference represent
efforts underway in developing and using new
and improved information. Meanwhile, BJS
continues to publish data and analyses in
reports and on CD-ROM, to maintain the
criminal justice data archives at the University
of Michigan, and to distribute information to
the Nation through the BJS clearinghouses.
This issue of the National Update highlights
National Crime Victims Rights Week and
provides a sampling of BJS statistics from
different programs, surveys, and censuses.
Without the valuable contributions of State
and local governments and the cooperation
of many individuals, this information necessary for addressing the Nation's criminal
justice priorities would not be available.
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National Crime Victims Rights Week 1992: President Bush and
Attorney General Barr present awards for service to crime victims

Department of Justice photos by Craig Crawford

President Bush (above) congratulates
award winners (from left) Justice
Richard Barajas, Collene Thompson

At a ceremony in the White
House Rose Garden on April 24,
1992, eight persons received
awards from President Bush and
Attorney General William Barr
in recognition of their exemplary
service to improve the treatment
of crime victims and their
families. The ceremony commemorated National Crime
Victims Rights Week, April 26
through May 2, 1992.
In presenting the awards, the
Attorney General said, "This
Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
these men and women who have
given their time and effort to help
victims recover from the terrible

Campbell, Anita Armstrong Drummond, Marlene Annette Young; below,
Ray Larson, Tibby Milne, Aurelia Sands Attorney General William Barr praises
Belle, Anne Seymour, and (not shown) their efforts on behalf of crime victims.

trauma of a crime and to improve
society's response to crime
victims. I am pleased to have this
opportunity to join with President
Bush in honoring these eight
outstanding individuals. Through
their efforts - and the efforts of
many others across this country significant progress has been
made in protecting the rights
of the innocent victims of crime,
while holding criminals accountable for their actions."
The winners were chosen from
nominations submitted to the
Office for Victims of Crime, Office
of Justice Programs, U.S.
Department of Justice.
BJS National Update, July 1992
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BJS/JRSA conference in New Orleans Sept. 23·26 marks 20 years of
Federal·State information sharing to combat crime and ensure justice
The Bureau of Justice Statistics will hold a
conference jOintly with the Justice Research and
Statistics Association (JRSA) in New Orleans,
La., on Sept. 23-26, 1992. The conference
theme is "Federal and State Information Sharing
to Combat Crime and Ensure Justice."
Topics to be addressed include "Rethinking
Criminal Justice Measures," "Uses of IncidentBased Data," and various research issues in
corrections, prosecution and law enforcement.
Speakers and participants will include officials
from State and local governments, various
Federal agencies including the U.S. Department
of Justice, leading criminal justice researchers
and scholars, Directors of State Statistical
Analysis Centers (SAC's), and guests of BJS
and JRSA.
Since 1972, BJS and its predecessor agency, the
National Criminal Justice Information and
Statistics Service, have provided limited funding
to State justice information systems through
a network of SAC's. Currently SAC's operate in
48 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana
Islands.

The SAC's provide a wealth of data about crime
and the operation of the criminal justice system
to State and local governments, legislatures, and
State attorneys general for policy analysis and
planning purposes.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the
SAC program. It also marks the beginning
of a new initiative to establish a truly national
system of Federal, State, and local government
information-sharing and readily accessible data
bases.
For registration information, call Linda Ruder at
BJS, (202) 514-9056 or Karen Gasson
at JRSA, (202) 624-8560.
New BJS staffer

Helen A. Graziadei has joined the BJS staff as
a program analyst for the Fiscal and Management Unit of the National Information Systems
and Fiscal Integrity Program. Ms. Graziadei
is a May graduate of the University of South
Carolina, where she recently completed her
Master of Criminal Justice thesis, "An
Ethnographic Study on the Evolution of Criminal
History Records."

45 States now participate in the Criminal History Record Improvement (CHRI) program
These 45 States represent:
$20,888,493 had been awarded to these 45 States for CHRI
• 96% of all offender records
by June 16, 1992. Applications from four more States are
• 92% of the U.S. population.
being processed, and the final State is expected to apply soon.
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Participating State
Application pending
Nonparticipating
State

Childhelp USA gives Sen. Thurmond Lifetime Achievement Award
U.S. Sen. Strom
Thurmond receives
Childhelp USA
Lifetime Achievement
Award for service to
the Nation's children
on April 9, 1992, with
remarks by Sen.
Joseph Biden,
Chairman, U.S.
Senate Committee
on the Judiciary, and
Attorney General
William Barr. From
left: Child help USA
cofounder Sara
O'Meara Sigholtz,
Sen. Biden, Sen.
Thurmond, Attorney
General Barr, and
Childhelp USA
cofounder Yvonne
Fedderson.

Photo by Bill Fitz·Patriok

BJS initiates project with Princeton University to re-examine goals
and objectives of criminal justice system, discuss measures
The Bureau of Justice Statistics is sponsoring
a project with Princeton University to conduct
a series of working group meetings of national
experts to re-examine the goals and objectives
of the criminal justice system. Special attention
will be given to traditional outcome measures
used in corrections and law enforcement.

Princeton University. The discussion papers will
appear as part of a new publication series introduced by BJS to address a wide spectrum of
justice-related statistical issues.

BJS Visiting Fellow Program

Members of the criminal justice working group
will include representatives fr(''''l a variety of
disciplines and organizations. Or. John J. Dilulio,
Director of Princeton University's Center of
Domestic and Comparative Policy Studies, will
serve as the project director. BJS ViSiting Fellow
Dr. Charles Logan will also participate in the
project.
The meetings will result in several discussion
papers and a final report published by BJS and

1

Dr. Charles H. Logan has been selected as a
BJS Visiting Fellow for 1992. Dr. Logan's primary
responsibility will be as a project manager for the
BJS-Princeton University criminal justice outcome
measures initiative. Dr. Logan is Professor and
Associate Head of the Department of Sociology
at the University of Connecticut. Among his
numerous publications in the field of criminal
justice is his recent book, Private Prisons: Cons
Pros.
BJS National Update, July 1992
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BJS data at a glance
Selected summary data from BJS data series
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Number of
victimizations
Total
Personal crimes
Violent
Theft
Household crimes
Larceny
Burglary
Motor vehicle theft

Percent change,
1990-91
1.9%*
2.3
7.0**

35,054,040
19,414,500
6,427,480
12,991,880
15,640,490
8,601,820
5,092,570
1,947,850

.1

Number
of inmates
823,414

Federal

71,608

9.3

751,806

6.2

State

-1.1

],i".

-.3%

23.7%

' "

Notify witnesses
to appear in court

77%

95%

Notify of case disposition:
Police
Victim
Witnesses

44%
35
37

93%
93
45
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Offenses
All
Violent
Property
Dru~s
Pub ie-order
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Percent change,
1980-90

29,430
1,999
5,775
13,754
6,427

114%
13
25
274
74

Percent
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Number
of inmates

'

Percent chan3,e,
mid-'90 to mi -'91

One-day count

426,479

5.2%

Average daily
population

422,609

3.6

Probation

Number of
probationers

Total
Federal
State

2,670,234
58,222
2,612,012

5.9%
-1.5
6.1

Parole

Number of
parolees

Percent change,
1989-90

Total
Federal
State

531,407
21,693
509,714

16.3%
1.3
17.1

100.0%
42.6%
57.4%

Percent change,
1989-90

.,.

Defendants sentenced to prison·

$64,306,000,000
27,370,000,000
36,936,000,000

'.

\', .
I

Note: Total may include offenders for whom offense category
could not be determined. Data for 1990 are preliminary; data
are for cases in U.S. district courts,

1990 total
State
Local

','

NA

Percent of chief prosecutors
who report they 1974
1990

~

6.5%

: l\7Iid-.199~ loC~1 jail, inll1~t~ counts 'up, ,

-1.0

·Change was statistically significant at the 90% confidence level.
··Change was statistically significant at the 95% confidence level.
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Percent change,
1990-91

1.4
3.6

22,855,000

Percent of all households

,,~

Total

Households ex- Percent change,
periencing crime 1990-91
Total number

,~

Number of inmates
2,356

Under sentence of death

1,375
943
38

White
Black
Other

23

Number executed

State share of total spent from own sources
1971
1975
1979

28.9%
32.2
36.9

1985
1988
1990

40.4%
40.6
42.6

Personal and household victimizations rise 1.9% in 1991 violent crime victimizations down from 1981 to 1991
The estimated number of personal crime victimizations in the Nation rose from 34.4 million in
1990 to 35.1 million in 1991 - a 1.9% increase
but still well below the 41.5 million in 1981,
according to preliminary estimates from the
National Crime Victimization Survey.
In 1981 the survey estimated about 6.6 million
violent victimizations - or about 35.3 crimes of
rape, robbery, and assault per 1,000 people age
12 and older- compared to about 31.3 per
1,000 in 1991.
The National Crime Victimization Survey is an
ongoing data collection program. The survey
includes both victimizations reported to police
and those that go unreported. Because the BJS
survey includes unreported crime, there may be
differences in these data from what the Federal
Bureau of Investigation publishes in its Uniform
Crime Reports, based on pOlice reports.
During 1991 about 95,000 people in about
48,000 nationally representative U.S. households
were asked about crimes experienced during the
preceding 6 months.
Additional findings from the survey include• About 37% of all victimizations and 49% of all
violent victimizations were reported to law enforcement authorities in 1991, almost identical
to the percentages for 1990.

Number of victimizations (in millions)

50

•'Total victimizations
40

30

Household crimes

20~.~?--~

• Statistically significant increases in the estimates of rape and simple assault occurred
in 1991, but the rates per capita were only marginally higher than in 1990:
1 rape per 1,000 persons over 12 in 1991 vs.
0.6 in 1990
16.7 simple assaults per 1,000 in 1991 vs.
15.4 in 1990.
• In 1978, 1979, and 1981 the per capita rape
rates were at or near the 1991 estimate.
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• In 1991, unreported victimizations were estimated at 22 million personal crimes (rape,
robbery, assault, and larceny) and household
victimizations (burglary, household larceny,
and motor vehicle theft).

".~r~~m~Lthe.ft

10

1979

1985

1991

Note: Figures for 1991 are preliminary.

• The estimated rate of 52.6 burglaries per 1,000
U.S. households in 1991 was at or near the lowest level since the survey began in 1973.
• Between 1981 and 1991 burglary rates declined 40%. During the same period robbery
rates declined 24% - from 7.4 robberies per
1,000 in 1981 to 5.6 in 1991.
Source: U.S. Department of Justice press
release, National Crime Victimization Survey
preliminary data for 1991 (8pp), April 19, 1992,
NCJ-13721B. (See order form on last page.)
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Almost 19,000 State and local law enforcement officers
fight drugs full time
About 9,300 local police departments and 2,500
sheriffs' departments had primary responsibility
for enforcing drug laws in 1990. Collectively,
these agencies employed 466,000 full-time
officers, 92% of all local pOlice and sheriffs'
officers nationwide. In addition, 34 State police
departments, employing 43,000 officers, had
primary drug enforcement responsibilities.
• Among agenci9s with primary drug enforcement
responsibilities that served 50,000 or more residents, over 90% of the police departments and
over 80% of the sheriffs' departments operated
special drug enforcement units.
• Nationwide, more than 16,000 local police and
sheriffs' officers and over 2,000 State police officers were assigned full time to special drug units.
• Half of local police and sheriffs' departments
with primary drug enforcement responsibilities
were participating in a multiagency drug enforcement task force. These 6,500 agencies had
assigned nearly 10,000 officers full time to such
task forces.
• Among departments with primary drug enforcement responsibilities, over 90% of the police
departments serving a population of 50,000
or more, and over 90% of the sheriffs' departments serving 250,000 or more residents,
received money or goods from a drug asset
forfeiture program.
• Among the State pOlice depa.rtments with primary drug enforcement responsibilities, 85%
operated a special drug unit, 91% participated
in a multiagency drug enforcement task force,
and 94% received money or goods from drug
asset forfeitures.
• About 2 in 3 State police departments and 2
in 5 local police and sheriffs' departments reported that at least some of the persons they arrested were required to take a test for illegal drugs.
• A majority of State police departments and local
police departments serving a population of
25,000 or more required that all applicants for
sworn pOSitions take a test for illegal drugs.
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Receipt of money or goods from a drug esset
forfeiture program by local police and sheriffs'
departments, by size of population served,
1990
Type of agency
and population served
All local agencies

Agencies receiving
money or goods"
Number
Percent
4,801

41%

3,531
12
27
42
133
314

38%

Police departments
All sizes
1,000,000 or more
500,000-999,999
250,000-499,999
100,000-249,999
50,000-99,999
25,000-49,999
10,000-24,999
2,500-9,999
Under 2,500

86
96

562

100
98
95
85

977

62

1,123
342

33
11

1,270
19
34

51%

Sheriffs' departments
All sizes
1,000,000 or more
500,000-999,999
250,000-499,999
100,000-249,999
50,000-99,999
25,000-49,999
10,000-24,999
Under 10,000

52
160
241

269
340

156

95
97
94

88
81
53
42
27

Note: Table includes only agencies with primary
responsibility for drug enforcement. Detail may not
add to total because of rounding.
*During the 12-month period ending June 30, 1990.

• About 3% of local law enforcement officers
worked for agencies that had a mandatory drug
testing program for regular field officers; 17%
were employed by agencies that had a random
selection testing program for officers.
• Nonprobationary officers could be dismissed
after one positive test in about two-thirds of local
police and sheriffs' departments and in about
three-fourths of State police departments. Nearly
all departments had a policy specifying dismissal
for two positive drug tests.
Source: Drug enforcement by police and sheriffs'
departments, 1990: A LEMAS report (1 0pp), May
1992, NCJ-134505. (See order form on last
page.)
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Crime victimization in rural areas significantly lower
than in cities and suburban areas
Rural residents are substantially less vulnerable
to violent crime than people who live in cities
or suburbs, according to the National Crime
Victimization Survey. People who live in rural
areas - 25% of the Nation's inhabitantsaccounted for only about 16% of the country's
violent victimizations during the years 1987
through 1989. Moreover, rural rates of personal
theft and household crimes, such as burglary
and motor vehicle theft, were at or near the lowest levels recorded since the national survey
began in 1973.
The average annual overall rate of violent crime
(rape, robbery and assault) among city dwellers
was 92% higher than among rural residents
and 56% higher than among suburban residents.
However, the 1989 violent crime rate of 38.3
offenses per 1,000 city residents was 25% lower
than it was during the 1981 peak rate of 51.6
offenses per 1,000 city inhabitants.

Number of violent crime victimizations per 1,000 persons
age 12 or older by locality of residence, 1973-89

20

<
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o-----~----------

1973

1975

1977

1979

1981

1983

1985

1987

1989

Number of personal theft victimizations per 1,000 persons
age 12 or older by locality of residence, 1973-89

100

Comparing the same years, suburban violent
victimization rates dropped by 17%, from 32.8
victimizations per 1,000 suburban residents to
27.2 victimizations, and rural rates dropped by
about 10%, from 24.4 to 22 victimizations.
• In both cities and suburbs, blacks were more
frequently violent crime victims than were whites.
In rural areas, however, the violent crime rate
was higher among white residents.
• In all locations, households headed by Hispanics had higher rates of victimization than did
those headed by non-Hispanics.
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Number of household crime victimizations per 1,000
households by locality of residence, 1973-89

• In all areas, people 12 through 24 years old had
the highest rate of victimization for crimes of theft
and violence, while those 65 years old or more
had the lowest rates.
• Less educated residents and those with low
incomes were also more likely to have been
violent crime victims irrespective of location.
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• City residents were substantially more likely
than were rural residents to defend themselves
with firearms when assaulted. Among urban victims of assault, 2.6% used a gun in self defense,
compared to 1.8% among suburban residents
and 0.5% among rural dwellers.

1975

1977

1979

1981

1983

1985

Source: Crime victimization in city, suburban,
and rural areas (20pp), June 1992, NCJ-135943.
(See order form on last page.)
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Number of State and Federal prisoners reaches record high
at yearend 1991
The number of prisoners under the jurisdiction of
Federal or State correctional authorities at
yearend 1991 reached a record high of 823,414.
The States and the District of Columbia added
44,208 prisoners; the Federal system, 6,082.
The increase for 1991 brings total growth in the
prison population since 1980 to 493,593 - an
increase of about 150% in the ii-year period.
The 1991 growth rate (6.5%) was less than the
percentage increase recorded during 1990
(8.7%), and the number of new prisoners added
during 1991 was 9,867 less than the number
added during the preceding year (60,157).
The 1991 increase translates into a nationwide
need for approximately 1,000 prison bedspaces
per week, compared to the 1 ,157 prison bedspaces per week needed in 1990.
Prisoners with
sentences of more
than 1 year (referred
to as "sentenced
Prisoners in 1991
prisoners") accounted for 96% of the
total prison population at the end of
1991, growing by
6.8% during the
year. The remaining
prisoners had
sentences of' a year
or less or were
unsentenced (for examp:e, those awaiting trial
in States with combined prison-jail systems).
The number of sentenced Federal prisoners
increased at a faster rate than sentenced
prisoners in the States during 1991 (12.5% vs.
6.4%). While the rate of increase in the number
of sentenced prisoners for State systems was
lower than in 1990 (6.4% and 8.7%), the rate
of increase in the Federal system was higher
(13.2% and 10.7%).

Number of sentenced prisoners
per 100,000 residents, 1925·91
1991: 310 prisoners per 100,000 population
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The number of Federal prisoners with no
sentences or sentences of less than a year
decreased by 211 during 1991 (from 15,123
to 14,912), while the number of sentenced
prisoners increased by 6,293.
Prison populations in New Mexico, West Virginia,
and Wyoming decreased during 1991. The
decrease in these 3 States totaled only 187
inmates.
The highest percentage increases during 1991
were reported forRhode Island (15.9%)
Washington (14.5%)
New Hampshire (14.2%)
Arkansas (13.9%).
Ten States reported total prisoner population
increases of 10% or more since yearend 1990.
California's increase of about 4,500 prisoners
during the year was the largest gain in the
number of prisoners for any single jurisdiction;
however, 1991 was the first year since 1977
when California's rate of increase fell below the
national average.
Source: PrIsoners In 1991 (10pp), May 1992,
NCJ-134729. (See order form on last page.)
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Total design capacity of State prisons increases 52%
frorn 1984 to 1990; number of prisoners up 67%
1984
Design ;-"~'-"""'-~~'--"-"'~"'''W--"''

Rated
Number of
prisoners
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Design capacity
is the number
of inmates deSignated for the
facility by architects or planners.
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Prisoner numbers outstrip both design
and rated capacity

• Between 1984 and 1990, the design capacity
of State prisons increased by 52%, from 355,201
to 541,568. Over the same period, rated capacity grew from 403,126 to 650,600, an increase
of 61%. During these years, the number of prisoners in State prisons rose 67%, from 395,309
to 658,828.
• in 1984 State prisons were operating at 11 %
above their design capacity and at 2% below
their rated capacity. In 1990, they were 22%
above design capacity and 1% above rated
capacity.
• In 1990 Federal prisons reported a design capacity to accommodate 38,794 prisoners, about
18,000 less than the 56,821 prisoners actually
held in Federal institutions. Federal prisons
accounted for 8% of prisoners in the Nation but
less than 7% of the design capacity of prisons.
• The imbalance between design capacity and
population in State and Federal prisons in 1990
was related to facility size. Facilities holding
fewer than500 inmates were operating at 104% of capacity
500 to 999 inmates, at 128% of capacity
1,000 to 2,499 prisoners, at 122%
2,500 or more prisoners, at 149% of design
capacity.

800,000

• State prisons in the West were operating at
139% of design capacity in 1990, compared
to Northeastern prisons at 127%, Midwestern
prisons at 123%, and Southern prisons at 111 %.
Housing space in State prisons up 58%
from 1984 to 1990

• In 1984, State prisons had 23,700,000 square
feet of housing space; in 1990,37,500,000
square feet.
• In 1984 the 694 State prisons contained a total
of 180,468 occupied cells and dormitories. By
1990 the 957 State prisons contained a total of
304,030 occupied housing units, an addition
of 263 prisons and 123,562 cells and dormitories.
• In 1990 the 80 Federal prisons contained a total
of 28,279 housing units - an average of 353
cells and dormitories per institution.
• State prisons had an average of 2.12 inmates
per housing unit in 1984 and 2.16 in 1990. Federal prisons in 1990 housed an average of 2.01
prisoners per housing unit. Prisons in Southern
States in 1990 had the largest number of inmates
per unit, 2.61, while Midwestern State prisons
had the smallest, 1.79.
Source: Prisons and prisoners In the United
States (26pp), April 1992, NCJ-137002. (See
order form on last page.)
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1,037 State and Federal prisons house 698,570 prisoners in 1990:
39% designated medium security and 23% maximum security
• On June 29, 1990, the States and the District
of Columbia operated 957 prisons, and the Federal Government operated 80. These 1,037
facilities held 698,570 inmates.
• North Carolina (86 prisons), California (67), and
New York (57) had the most prisons, while North
Dakota, South Dakota, and Utah had the fewest
(2 each).
• Southern States operated 426 prisons, compared to 196 in the Midwest, 184 in the West,
and 151 in the Northeast.
• Among 1,037 prisons, 889 (86%) were for men
only, 71 (7%) were for women only, and 77 (7%)
housed both sexes:
Male-only
Female-only
Both sexes

622,545
27,682
48,343

89% of inmates
4%
7%

• Among prisons, 234 (23%) were graded as
maximum security, 403 (39%) as medium
security, and 400 (39%) as minimum security:
Maximum
Medium
Minimum

253,664
351,900
93,006

36% of inmates
50%
13%

• States operated 250 community-based facilities
housing 17,079 offenders, an average of 68 per
facility.

Census of State and Federal
Correctional Facilities, 1990
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Sex of inmates
Male
Female
Both sexes

Security level r-'~
_
Maximum

.•• _ , _ .

I,

!

Medium
Minimum

o

250

500

750

1,000

Number of State and Federal prisons

Average size of a U.S. prlson674 Inmates
Average daily populationsprisons for men, 700
prisons for women, 390
prisons for both sexes, 628
less than 500 inmates, 202
500-999 inmates, 769
1,000-2499 inmates, 1,477
2,500 inmates or more, 4,287
maximum security, 1,084
medium security, 873
minimum security, 233

Source: Census of State and Federal correctIonal
facilities, 1990 (32pp), June 1992, NCJ-133288.
(See order form on last page.)

Jail inmates reach record level at midyear 1991, but rate of increase
slows in 1990 and 1991
At midyear 1991 local jails in the United States
held an estimated 426,479 persons, a 5.2%
increase from midyear 1990. The average daily
jail population for the year ending June 28, 1991,
was 422,609, a 3.6% increase since 1990. The
percentage growth in both the midyear count and
the average daily population was significantly
lower than the increases recorded between 1988
and 1989 (15.1%).
Overall jail occupancy was 101 % of the rated
capacity of the Nation's jails. These findings are
from the 1991 Annual Survey of Jails, which
inclludes data from 1,124 jails in 799 jurisdictions,
approximately a third of all jails. The jails
surveyed are facilities administered by local
officials and designed to hold persons for more
than 48 hours but usually for less than 1 year.
• During the year ending June 28, 1991, there
were more than 20 million jail admissions and
releases.
• Males constituted 90.7% and females 9.3% of
all jail inmates. White non-Hispanics were 41.1 %
of the local jail population; black non-Hispanics,
43.4%; Hispanics, 14.2%; and non-Hispanics of
other races, 1.2% of all inmates reporting race.
• Unconvicted inmates (on trial or awaiting
arraignment or trial)
were 51% of the
adults being held
l}ulJclin
..'
in jailS; convicted
inmates (awaiting
Jail Inmates 1991
or serving a sentence
or returned to jail for
violating probation
or parole) were 49%.
lIun'Ollt uf jll'.I!(" SI:lli..11t\

•

• Jails were operating
at 101 % of rated
capacity in 1991,
down from 104%
in 1990.
• There were 505 jurisdictions with at least 100
jail inmates as an average daily population in the
most recent census (1988). These jurisdictions
operated 823 jails holding 343,702 inmates, or
about 81% of all jail inmates in the country.

One-day count and average daily jail
population, by legal status and sex, 1990-91
Numberofjail inmates
Survey of Jails
% change
1990
1991
1990-91

One-day count
All inmates
Adults
Male
Female
Juveniles*

405,320 426,479
403,019 424,129
365,821 384,628
37,198 39,501
2,301
2,350

5.2%
5.2
5.1
6.2
2.1

Average dally population
All inmates
Adults
Male
Female
Juveniles*

408,075 422,609
405,935 420,276
368,091 381,458
37,844 38,818
2,140
2,333

3.6%
3.5
3.6
2.6
9.0

Note: Data for 1-day counts are for June 28, 1991.
*Juveniles are persons defined by State statute as
being under a certain age, usually 18, and subject
initially to juvenile court authority even if tried as
adults in criminal court. Because less than 1% of the
jail population were juveniles, caution must be used
In interpreting any changes over time.

In these jurisdictions- the overall occupancy rate was 107% of rated
capacity
- rated capacity increased by 9%, an expansion
nearly twice the rate of inmate population growth
- 85% of the jurisdictions held inmates for other
authorities
- 47% of the jurisdictions held inmates because
of crowding elsewhere, a 5% decrease from 1990
- 27% of the jurisdictions had at least one jail
under court order to limit population, and 30%
were under court order to improve one or more
conditions of confinement
- 546 inmate deaths were reported for these
facilities during the year ending June 28, 1991,
51 % from natural causes other than AIDS
- AIDS-related deaths accounted for 15% of all
reported deaths.
Source: JaJllnmates 1991 (7pp), 6/92,
NCJ-134726. (See order form on last page).
BJS National Update, July 1992
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BJS publishes new volume on the Nation's
correctional populations
Correctional Populations
in the United States, 1990

Correctional populations in the United States,
1990 provides a convenient source for data
about persons in every part of the correctional
population: on probation, in jails and prisons, on
parole, and under sentence of death. The 1990
volume features a special section devoted to
State and Federal prison facilities.
For probation, prisons, and parole, the populations are given for each State, the District of
Columbia, and the Federal system. The tables
include information on sex and race, as
illustrated by the graph at right, which gives
approximate estimates of the total populations
under correctional supervision. Other tables
summarize data on the number and kinds of
sentences, entries, and releases.

About a fourth of the
book concerns
capital punishment,
considered in three
categories: entries,
removals, and
yearend totals.
For example • Of the 2,356 prisoners under sentence
of death at yearend 1990,
58.4% were white
40.0% were black
1.6% were other races.
• At yearend 1990, the median age of the death
row population was 34 years.
• Of those for whom criminal history information
was known, 69% of death row prisoners had
one or more prior felony convictions.
• The median time on death row for all prisoners
at yearend 1990 was 57 months.

• 30% of the death row population was under
some form of correctional supervision at the time
of their capital offense.
• Of the 131 prisoners removed from death row
in 199066 had their death sentences overturned
34 had convictions vacated
23 were executed
7 died by means oHler than execution
1 had a death sentence commuted.
• Between 1930 and 1990, 4,002 prisoners were
executed under civil authority in the United
States.
• Between 1977 and 1990, 143 persons were
executed under civil author~ty in the United
States: 87 white prisoners and 56 black
prisoners.
Correctional populations In the United States,
1990 (182 pp), July 1992, NCJ-134946. (See

order form on last page.)
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BJS supports incident-based crime data analysis and use;
audit training for criminal history record systems available
National and local incident-based reporting
systems proJects under way

The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) has
begun a three-part initiative designed to
demonstrate the benefits of national and local
incident-based reporting systems to law
enforcement agencies.
In April, BJS Director Steven D. Dillingham sent
letters to the chiefs of all police departments in
cities with populations of 250,000 or more,
asking them to indicate their willingness to
participate in the first part of this initiative. State
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) offices were
also notified. BJS will obtain incident-based
crime data from a number of jurisdictions,
assess its completeness and comparability, and
conduct analyses of specific topics related to
violent crime. The ultimate goal is to produce
incident-based reports on critical crime topics.
So far, more than 20 police departments have
responded positively to the request. Data that
meet BJS processing requirements will be
collected from among these 20 cities and
converted into a format amenable to analysis.
In the second part of this activity, BJS analysts
are examining National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) data supplied by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Data from
Alabama, North Dakota and South Carolina are
now being reviewed, with Idaho data expected
shortly. Current plans call for an analysis of a
violent crime topic to be completed in 1992.
Results will be coordinated with the FBI.
The third part of this initiative, to commence this
fall, is designed to include the documentation
of the successes of up to three cities in utilizing
incident-based data, and provide technical
assistance and limited support for up to four
additional cities, which are now collecting
incident-based data for purposes of fully
developing and utililizing their systems.

The capital cities of each of the four States
supplying approved NIBRS data to the FBI will
be approached to participate in this effort.
These activities will be coordinated with the
State UCR offices located in these cities.
Each phase of this project will emphasize the
benefits of fully implementing NIBRS which is
being supported by BJS and the FBI. State and
local governments are remind'Jd that the
implementation of NIBRS is an authorized use
of Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) formula
grant funds provided to each State under the
Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law
Enforcement Assistance Program.
Further details on
this project are
found in BJS
Application
Information,
Fiscal Year 1992
Programs (for a
copy, call the BJS
Clearinghouse
at 800-732-3277),
or call Don Manson
at BJS, 202-6163491.

Bureau of Justice StatiStics
, Application Inf'l,nnation
Fiscal Ycar 1992 Progrants

'

Criminal History Record Audit Training

BJS is sponsoring four Criminal History Record
Improvement (CHRI) audit training sessions for
selected State representatives. The sessions
are in Sacramento, Calif. (June 9-11), Atlanta,
Ga. (June 23-25), Washington, D.C. (July 7-9),
and Minneapolis, Minn. (August 18-20). These
sessions provide instruction in methods of
auditing accuracy and completeness of State
Repository CHR! information. Further
information may be obtained from Sheila Barton
of SEARCH Group, Inc., at 916-392-2550.

BJS National Update, July 1992
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BJS DATA ON CD-ROM
The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) presents crime and justice data on
CD-ROM. Prepared by the Inter-University Consortium for Political and
Social Research (ICPSR) at the University of Michigan, the CD-ROM
contains 24 data sets, including the following:
• National Crime Victimization Surveys: 19871989 Incident File
• National Crime Victimization Surveys:
1989 Full File
II law Enforcement Management and
Administrative Statistics, 1987
111 National Pretrial Reporting Program,
1988-1989
• National Judicial Reporting
Program, 1986 and 1988
18 Survey of Inmates of local Jails,
1983 and 1'989
II National Jail Census, 1978, 1983,
and 1988
II Survey of Inmates of State Correctional
Facilities, 1974, 1979, and 1986
II Census of State Adult Correctional Facilities, 1974,
1979, and 1984
II Survey of Youth in Custody, 1987
III Expenditure and Employment Data for the Criminal Justice System,
1971-79, 1985, and 1988
The BJS CD-ROM contains ASCII files that require the use of specific statistical
software packages and does not contain full-text publications. SAS and SPSS
setup files are provided.
The BJS CD-ROM can be purchased from the Bureau of Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse for $15. It is available free through ICPSR member institutions.
For more information, call 1-800-732-3277.
To order your copy of the BJS CD-ROM, please send a check or money order made out to the BJS Clearinghouse to Box 6000, 2B, Rockville,
MD 20850.
You may also purchase the CD-ROM by using VISA or MasterCard. Please include type of card, card holder's name and address, card
number, and expiration date for processing.
Credit Card Number
NameandAddressclCa~H~der

Expiration Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~

Order form
Make corrections to label here after crossing out wrong
information on label:

IMPORTANT

Peel off !abel from back cover
and put here. Make any
needed corrections at left.

Name:
Title:
Agency:
Street/box:
City, State, Zip:

Please send me one copy of-

Daytime phone:
D 01. Department of Justice press release, National
Crime Victimization Survey, preliminary 1991
(8pp), 4/92, N CJ-137218 (pp. 4,5)

Organization & title or interest in criminal justice
if you used home address above:

D 02. Crime and the Nation's households, 1991
(7pp), BJS Bulletin, 7/92, NCJ-136950 (p. 4)

Mall to: Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850
Please put me on the BJS mailing list forD BJS National Update - A quarterly summary of new
BJS data, programs, and information services and
products.
D Law enforcement reports - National data on State
and local police and sheriffs' departments: operations,
equipment, personnel, salaries, spending, policies, and
programs.

D Federal statistics - Federal case processing: investigation through prosecution, adjudication, corrections.
D Drugs and crime data- Sentencing and time
served by drug offenders, drug use at time of crime by
jail inmates and State prisoners, and other quality data
on drugs, crime, and criminal justice collected by BJS.
D JustIce expenditure and employment dataSpending and staffing by Federal/State/local governments and by function (police, courts, etc.).

D White-collar crime collar crime cases.

Processing of Federal white-

D Privacy and security of criminal history Information and Information policy - New legislation; maintenance and release of intelligence and investigative
records; data quality issues.
D BJS Bulletins and Special Reports reports of the most current justice data.

Timely

D Prosecution/adjudication In State courts - Case
processing from prosecution through court disposition;
State felony laws, felony sentencing, criminal defense,
pretrial release.
D Adult corrections - Results of sample surveys and
censuses of jails, prisons, parole, probation, and other
corrections data.
D National Crime Victimization Survey data only regular national survey of crime victims.

The

D 03. Prosecutors In State courts, 1990 (9pp), BJS
Bulletin, 3/92, NCJ-134500 (p. 4)
D 04. Federal criminal case processing, 1980-89,
with preliminary data for 1990 (29pp), 10/91,
NCJ-130526 (p. 4)

D 05. Justice variable pass through data, 1990: Antidrug abuse formula grants (8pp), BJS Technical Report, 3/92, NCJ-133018 (p. 4)
D 06. Prisoners In 19911 Opp), (BJS Bulletin) 5/92,
NCJ-134729, pp. 4, 8,14)
D 07. Jail Inmates, 1991 (7pp) BJS Bulletin, 6/92,
NCJ-134726 (p. 4, 11)
D 08. Probation and parole, 1990 (8pp), BJS Bulletin,
11/91, NCJ-133285 (p. 4)
D 09. Capital punishment 1990 (15pp), BJS Bulletin,
9/91, NCJ-131648 (p. 4)
D 10. Drug enforcement by police and sheriffs'
departments, 1990: A LEMAS report (1 Opp),
BJS Special Report, 5/92, NCJ-134505
(pp. 6, 14)

D 11. Crime victimization In city, suburban, and
rural areas (20pp), BJS Special Report, 6/92,
NCJ-135943 (p. 7)
D 12. Prisons and prisoners In the United States
(26pp), 4/92, NCJ- i 37002 (p. 9)

D 13. Census of State and Federal correctional
facll/tles, 1990 (32pp), 6/92, NCJ-133288 (p. 10)
D 14. Correctional populations In the United States,
1990 (182pp), 7/92, NCJ-134946 (p. 12)
D 15. BJS application Information, fiscal year 1992
programs (36pp), 2192, NCJ-134644 (p. 13)

Bureau of Justice Statistics
reports
See order form on last page
(Revised July 1992)

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 to order BJS
reports, to be added to one of the BJS
mailing lists, or to speak to a reference
specialist in statistics at the Bureau of
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse,
National Criminal Justice Reference
Service, Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850.
For drugs and crime data, call the Drugs
& Crime Data Center & Clearinghouse,
1600 Research Blvd., Rockville, MD
20850, toll-free 800-666-3332.
BJS maintains these mailing lists:
• Law enforcement reports
• Drugs and crime data
• Justice expenditure and employment
• White-collar crime
• National Crime Victimization Survey
(annual)
• Corrections (annual)
• Courts (annual)
• Privacy and security of criminal histories
and criminal justice information policy
• Federal statistics (annual)
• BJS bulletins and special reports
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)
Single copies of reports are free; use
NCJ number to order. Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.
Public-use tapes of BJS data sets
dnd other criminal justice data are
available from the National Archive
of Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI
48106 (toll-free 800-999-0960).

National Crime Victimization
Survey
Criminal victimization in the U.S.:
1991 preliminary (press release),
NCJ-137218,4/92

1990 (final), NCJ-134126, 2192
1973-88 trends, NCJ-129392, 7/91
1989 (final), NCJ-129391, 6/91
Crime victimization In city, suburban,
and rural areas, NCJ-135943, 6/92
School crime, NCJ-131645, 9/91
Teenage victims, NCJ-128129, 5/91
Female victims of violent crime,
NCJ-126826, 1/91
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform
Crime Reports and the National Crime
Survey, NCJ-122705, 4/90
Redesign of the National Crime Survey,
NCJ-111457, 3/89
The seasonality of crime victimization,
NCJ-ll1033, 6/88
BJS bulletins

Criminal victimization 1990, NCJ-130234,
10/91

Crime and the Nation's households, 1990,
NCJ-130302,8/91

The crime of rape, NCJ-96777, 3/85
Household burglary, NCJ-96021, 1/85
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2181
BJS special reports

Handgun crime victims, NCJ-123559, 7/90
Bleck victims, NCJ-122562, 4/90
Hispanic victims, NCJ-120507, 1/90
The redesigned National Crime Survey:
Selected new data, NCJ-114746, 1/89
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-l09978, 3/88
Elderly victims, NCJ-l07676, 11/87
Violent crime trends, NCJ-l07217, 11/87
Robbery victims, NCJ-l04638, 4187
Violent crime by strangers and nonstrangers, NCJ-l03702, 1/87
Preventing domestic violence against
women, NCJ-l02037, 8/86
Crime prevention measures, NCJ-l00438,
3/86

The use of weapons In committing
crimes, NCJ-99643, 1/86
Reporting crimes to the police,
NCJ-99432, 12185
The economic cost of crime to victims,
NCJ-93450, 4/84

BJS technical reports

New directions for NCS, NCJ-115571, 3/89
Series crimes: Report of a field test,

Expend:ture and employment

Justice expenditure and employment,
1990 (BJS bulletin), NCJ-135777, 4/92
NCJ-l04615,4/87
Justice variable pass-through data, 1990:
Crime and older Americans Information
Anti-drug abuse formula grants (BJS
package, NCJ-l04569, 5/87, $10
technical report), NCJ-133018, 3/92
Victimization and fear of crime: World Justice expenditure and employment:
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85, $9.15
1988 (lull report), NCJ-125619, 8/91
The National Crime Survey: Working papers,
Extracts, 1984, '85, '86, NCJ-124139, 8/91
current and historical perspectives, vol. I,
NCJ-75374,8/82
Courts
Methodology stUdies, vol. II,
NCJ-90307, 12184
BJS bulletins
Prosecutors In State courts, 1990,
NCJ-134500, 3/92
Corrections
Pretrial release of felony defendants, 1988,
BJS bulletins and special reports
NCJ-127202, 2191
Prisoners In 1991, NCJ-134729, 5/92
Felony sentences In State courts, 1988,
Capital punishment 1990, NCJ-131648, 9/91
NCJ-126923, 12190
Prisoners In 1990, NCJ-129198, 5/91
Criminal defense for the poor, 1986,
Women In prison, NCJ-127991, 4/91
NCJ-112919,9/88
Violent State prison Inmates and their
State felony courts and felony laws,
victims, NCJ-124133, 7/90
NCJ-l06273, 8/87
Prison rule violators, NCJ-120344, 12189
The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trends,
Recidivism of prisoners released In 1983,
NCJ-96381, 2185
NCJ-116261,4/89

Drug use and crime: State prison inmate
survey, 1986, NCJ-111940, 7/88
Time served In prison and on parole, 1984,
NCJ-l08544,12187
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986,
NCJ-l09926, 1/88
Imprisonment In four countries,
NCJ-l03967,2187
Population density in State prisons,
NCJ-l03204, 12186
State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85,
NCJ-l02494, 10/86
Prison admissions and releases, 1983,
NCJ-l00582, 3/86
The prevalence of Imprisonment,
NCJ-93657,7/85

Correctional populations In the United
States:
1990, NCJ-134946, 7/92
1989, NCJ-130445, 10/91
Census of State and Federal correctional
facilities, 1990, NCJ-137003, 6/92
Prisons and prisoners In the United States,
NCJ-137002, 4/92
National Corrections Reporting Program:
1988, NCJ-134929, 4/92
1987, NCJ-134928, 4/92
1986, NCJ-132291, 2192
Race of prisoners admitted to State and
Federal institutions, 1926-86, NCJ-125618,
6/91

Historical statistics on prisoners In State
and Federal Institutions, yearend 1925-86,
NCJ-ll1098,6/88

Census of jails and survey of jail
inmates
BJS bulletins and special reports

Jail Inmates, 1981, NCJ-134726, 7/92
Women in jail, 1989, NCJ-134732, 3/92
Drugs and jail Inmates, NCJ-130836, 8/91
Jail Inmates, 1990, NCJ-129756, 6/91
Profile of jail Inmates, 1989,
NCJ-129097, 4/91
Jail inmates, 1989, NCJ-123264, 6/90
Population density In local jails, 1988,
NCJ-122299,3/90

Census of local jails, 1988,
NCJ-121101,2190
Drunk driving, NCJ-l09945, 2188
Census of local jails, 1988:
Summary and methodology, vol. I,
NCJ-127992,3/91

Data for Individual Jails In the Northeast,
Midwest, South, West, vols. II-V,
NCJ-130759-130762,9/91

BJS special reports

BJS bulletins and special reports

Drug enforcement by police and sheriffs'
departments, 1990, NCJ-134505, 5/92
State and local police departments, 1990,
NCJ-133284, 12191
Sheriffs' departments, 1990, NCJ-133283,
12191
Police departments In large cities, 1987,
NCJ-119220, 8/89
Profile of State and local law enforcement
agencies, 1987, NCJ-113949, 3/89

Drugs & crime: 800-666-3332
Drugs and crime facts:
1991, NCJ-134371, 7/92
1990, NCJ-128662, 8/91
State drug resources: 1992 national
directory, NCJ-134375, 5/92
Catalog of selected Federal publications
on Illegal drug and alcohol abuse,
NCJ-132582, 10/91
Federal drug data for national policy,
NCJ-122715,4/90

Recidivism of felons on probation,
1986~89, NCJ-134177, 2192
Computer crime
Felony case processing In State courts,
1986, NCJ-121753, 2190
Electronic fund transfer systems fraud,
Felony case-processing time, NCJ-l01985,
NCJ-l00461 , 4/86
8/86
Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81,
Felony sentencing In 18 local jurisdiC$11.50
tions, NCJ-97681, 6/85
BJS special reports

The prosecution of felony arrests:
1988, NCJ-130914, 2192
1987, NCJ-124140, 9/90
Felons sentenced to probation In State
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90
Felony defendants in large urban counties,
1988, NCJ-122385, 4/90
Profile of felons convicted In State courts,
1986, NCJ-120021, 1/90
Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony courts,
NCJ-l05743,8/87

Felony laws of the 50 States and the District
of Columbia, 1986, NCJ-l05066, 2108,
$14.60
State court model statistical dictionary:
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80

Privacy and security
Criminal justice information policy:
Report of the National Task Force on
Criminal History Record Disposition
Reporting, NCJ-135836, 6/92
Attorney General's program for Improving
the Nation's criminal history records:
BJS Implementation status report,

Electronic fund transferfraud, NCJ-96666, 3/85
and crime, NCJ-92650, 2184

Federal justice statistics
Compendium of Federal justice statistics:
1989, NCJ-134730, 5/92
1988, NCJ-130474, 1/92
Federal criminal case processing, 1980-89,
with preliminary data for 1990,
NCJ-130526, 10/91
The Federal civil justice system (6JS
bulletin), NCJ-l04769, 8/87

Federal offenses and offenders
BJS special reports

Federal sentencing In transition, 1986-90,
NCJ-134727,6/92

Immigration offenses, NCJ-124546, 8/90
Federal criminal cases, 1980-87,
NCJ-118311,7/89

Drug law violators, 1980-86, NCJ-111763,
6/88

Pretrial release and detention: The Ball
Reform Act of 1984, NCJ-l09929, 2188
White-collar crime, NCJ-l06876, 9/87

NCJ-134722,3/92

And Identifying felons who atttempt to
purchase firearms, NCJ-128131, 3/91
Assessing completeness and accuracy of
criminal history record Information:
Audit guide, NCJ-133651, 2192
Forensic DNA analysis: Issues,
NCJ-128567, 6/91
Statutes requiring use of criminal history
record Information, NCJ-129896, 6/91
Survey of criminal history Information
systems, NCJ-125620, 3/91
Original records of entry, NCJ-125626,
12190
Strategies for Improving data quality,
NCJ-115339, 5/89
Public access to criminal history record
Information, NCJ-111458, 11/88
Juvenile records and record keeping
systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88
Automated fingerprint identification
systems: Technology and policy Issues,
NCJ-104342, 4/87
Criminal justice "hot" flies, NCJ-l01850,
12186

Census of local jails, 1983: Data for
Individual jails, Northeast, Midwest, South,
West, vols.I-IV, NCJ-112796-9, 11/88
Selected findings, methodology, summary
tables, vol. V, NCJ-112796, 11/88
BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings:
National conference on improving the
Probation and parole
quality of criminal history information:
NCJ-133532, 2192
BJS bullelins and special reports
Criminal
Justice In the 1990's: The future
Probation and parole:
of Information management,
1990, NCJ-125833, 11/91
NCJ-121697,5/90
1989, NCJ-125833, 11/90
Juvenile and adult records: One system,
Recidivism of young parolees,
one record? NCJ-114947, 1/90
NCJ-l 04916, 5/87
Open vs. confidential records,
NCJ-113560, 1/88

Juvenile corrections

Law Enforcement Management
and Administrative Statistics

Compendium of State privacy and security
Children In custody: Census of public and
legislation:
private juvenile detention, correctional,
1992, NCJ-137058, 7/92
and shelter facilities, 1975-85, NCJ-114065,
1992 full report (1,500 pp, microfiche $2,
6/89
call for hard copy price, 7/92
Survey of youth In custody, 1987 (special
report), NCJ-113365, 9/88

General
BJS bul/elms and special reports

Forgery and fraud-related offenses in 6
State!, .. 1983-88, NCJ-132445, 1/92
BJS telephone contacts, '91, NCJ-130133,
7/91

Tracking offenders, 1988, NCJ-129861, 6/91
International crime rates, NCJ-l1 0776, 5/88
BJS national update:
July '92, NCJ-137059, 7/92
April '92, NCJ-135722, 4/92
Jan. '92, NCJ-133097, 12191
Oct. 91, NCJ-131778, 10/91
BJS application Information, FY 1992
programs, NCJ-134644, 3/92
Perestroika and the Procuracy: The changIng role of the prosecutor's office In the
former USSR, A BJS Discussion Paper,
NCJ-134501,3/92

Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics,
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