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During 2010, the number of persons 
under supervision of adult correctional 
authorities declined by 1.3% (91,700 

offenders), reaching 7.1 million at yearend 
(figure 1).  This was the second consecutive year 
of decline in the correctional population. The 
population at yearend 2010 dropped below the 
2006 level (7.2 million).

The adult correctional systems supervise 
offenders in the community under the authority 
of adult probation or parole agencies and those 
incarcerated in state or federal prisons or local 
jails. (See text box below.) This report provides 
summary data on the total population under the 
supervision of the adult correctional systems and 
highlights significant changes in the components 
of the population. (See Methodology.)   
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Figure 1
Total population under the supervision of adult 
correctional systems and annual percent change,  
1980–2010

Note: Annual percentage change was based on within-year change in the 
probation and parole populations and year-to-year changes in the prison and 
jail populations. The annual percentage change in 1998 and 1999 was adjusted 
to account for expanded coverage of probation agencies during those years. 
See Methodology.

Defining the adult correctional systems
Community supervision data collected by the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics (BJS) were reported by probation 
and parole agencies that supervise adults. In these 
data, adults are defined as persons under the authority 
of an adult court or correctional agency. Persons under 
age 18 who are prosecuted as an adult in a criminal 
court are considered adults and are included in these 
probation and parole populations, but persons under 
age 18 who were under the authority of a juvenile 
court or agency are excluded. 

Jails are confinement facilities, usually administered 
by a local law enforcement agency, that are intended 
to hold adults. Local jails may also hold inmates under 
age 18 before or after adjudication (7,560 in 2010), and 
these inmates are included in the jail population.1 

The state and federal custody prison data were 
reported by state departments of corrections and the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons. (See text box on page 2 for 

discussion about the difference between the custody 
and jurisdiction prison populations.) In these data, 
adults are defined as prisoners who were serving time 
in a state or federal correctional facility or privately 
operated facility under state or federal authority 
after being sentenced as an adult in a criminal court. 
Prisoners under age 18 who were sentenced as an 
adult in a criminal court (2,295 in 2010) are considered 
adults and are included in the prison population.2 The 
prison custody population also includes persons under 
age 18 who were held (before or after adjudication) in 
correctional facilities in the six states with combined 
prison-jail systems.3 

1See Jail Inmates at Midyear 2010-Statistical Tables, BJS Web,  
NCJ 233431, for more details. 
2The estimate of 2,295 persons under the age of 18 who were 
held in state or federal prison in 2010 is based on a June 30 
reference date. 
3See Prisoners in 2010, BJS Web, NCJ 236096, for more details.
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At yearend 2010, the total number 
of offenders under the supervision 
of the adult correctional authorities 
represented about 3.0% of adults in the 
U.S. resident population, or 1 in every 
33 adults. The rate of adults under 
correctional supervision has remained 
relatively stable since 2000 (3.1%).  

At yearend 2010, about 1 in every 48 
adults in the U.S. was under supervision 
in the community on probation or 
parole, compared to about 1 in every 104 
adults in the custody of state or federal 
prisons or local jails.4 The respective rates 
of supervision were 2,074 offenders in 
the community per 100,000 adults and 
962 inmates per 100,000 adults. (See 
appendix tables 2 and 3 for incarceration 
rates.)

Community supervision and 
incarcerated populations declined for 
the second consecutive year

About 7 in 10 persons under the 
supervision of adult correctional 
systems were supervised in the 

community (4,887,900) on probation 
or parole at yearend 2010, while about 
3 in 10 were incarcerated (2,266,800) 
in local jails or in the custody of state 
or federal prisons (table 1). (See text 
box below for a discussion about 
the difference between the custody 
and jurisdiction prison population.) 
Both the number of offenders under 
supervision in the community (down 
1.3%) and incarcerated in prison or jail 
(down 1.1%) decreased during 2010. 
This marked the second consecutive 
year of decline in both correctional 
populations.

The decrease observed in the community 
supervision population during 2010 
was due to a decline in the probation 
population (down 1.7%). The parole 
population (up 0.3%) increased slightly 
during the last year. Declines in the 
jail population (down 2.4%) and the 
custody prison population (down 0.4%) 
contributed to the drop in the total 
incarcerated population during 2010. 

Probation population accounted for 
three-quarters of the decline in the  
correctional population during 2010

About three-quarters of the decline 
in the total correctional population 
(down 91,700) during 2010 was 
attributed to the decline in the number 
of probationers (down 69,500) during 
the year. The probation population 
(4,055,514) was the largest component 
(57%) of the total correctional 
population at yearend 2010 (table 2).   

The decline in the number of jail inmates 
(down 18,700) accounted for 20% of 
the decrease in the total correctional 
population. The jail population 
represented the smallest portion (11%) 
of offenders under the supervision of the 
adult correctional systems in 2010. The 
decline in the number of inmates in the 
custody of state or federal prisons (down 
6,400) represented 7% of the decrease 
in the total correctional population 
during 2010. The increase in the parole 
population (up 2,900) slightly offset 
the decline in the number of persons 
supervised by the adult correctional 
systems at yearend 2010.

Prison populations: A comparison between the jurisdiction and custody populations
BJS’s official measure of the prison population is the count of 
prisoners under the jurisdiction or legal authority of state and 
federal adult correctional officials (1,605,127 in 2010) (appendix 
table 1). These prisoners may be held in prison or jail facilities 
located outside of the state or federal prison system. The prison 
population reported in table 1 is the number held in custody or 
physically housed in state (1,311,136 in 2010) and federal (206,968 
in 2010) adult correctional facilities, regardless of which entity 
has legal authority over the prisoners (appendix table 2). This 

includes state and federal prisoners held in privately operated 
facilities. The difference between the number of prisoners in 
custody and the number under jurisdiction is the number of state 
and federal prisoners held in the custody of local jails, inmates 
out to court, and those in transit. Because table 1 presents data 
on the number of individuals under the supervision of the adult 
correctional systems by correctional status, BJS uses the count of 
the number of prisoners held in custody to avoid double counting 
prisoners held in local jails. 

4See Probation and Parole in the United States, 
2010, BJS Web, NCJ 236019, for community 
supervision rates.
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Table 1
Estimated number of persons supervised by adult correctional systems, by correctional status, 2000 and 2005–2010

Total correctional 
populationa

Community supervision Incarceratedc

Year Totalb Probation Parole Total Jaild Prisone

2000 6,460,000 4,565,100 3,839,532 725,527 1,937,500 621,149 1,316,333
2005 7,051,300 4,946,800 4,162,495 784,354 2,195,900 747,529 1,448,344
2006 7,202,100 5,035,200 4,237,023 798,202 2,258,800 765,819 1,492,973
2007 7,337,900 5,119,300 4,293,163 826,097 2,298,000 780,174 1,517,867
2008f 7,312,400 5,095,200 4,270,917 828,169 2,308,400 785,533 1,522,834
2009 7,232,800 5,018,900 4,203,967 819,308 2,291,900 767,434 1,524,478
2010 7,076,200 4,887,900 4,055,514 840,676 2,266,800 748,728 1,518,104
Average annual percent change, 
  2000–2009 1.3% 1.1% 1.0% 1.4% 1.9% 2.4% 1.6%
Percent change, 2009–2010g -1.3% -1.3% -1.7% 0.3% -1.1% -2.4% -0.4%
Note: Estimates rounded to the nearest 100. Data may not be comparable to previously published BJS reports because of updates and changes in reference dates. Community 
supervision, probation, parole, and prison custody counts are for December 31 within the reporting year; jail population counts are for June 30. The 2007 and 2008 totals 
include population counts estimated by BJS because some states were unable to provide data. See Methodology.
aEstimates were adjusted to account for some offenders with multiple correctional statuses. Details may not sum to total. See Methodology. 
bEstimates include some offenders held in prison or jail but who remained under the authority of a probation or parole agency. The 2007 through 2010 estimates were 
adjusted to account for offenders with dual community supervision statuses. Details may not sum to total. See Methodology. 
cIncludes jail inmates and prisoners held in privately operated facilities.
dEstimates were revised to include all inmates confined in local jails, including inmates under the age of 18 who were tried or awaiting trial as an adult and the number held 
as juveniles. Totals for 2000 and 2006 through 2010 are estimates based on the Annual Survey of Jails. See appendix table 4 for standard errors. Total for 2005 is a complete 
enumeration based on the 2005 Census of Jail Inmates. See Methodology. 
eIncludes prisoners held in the custody of state or federal correctional facilities or privately operated facilities under state or federal authority. The custody prison population is 
not comparable to the jurisdiction prison population. See the text box on page 2 for a discussion about the differences between the two prison populations.
fTwo jurisdictions changed their method of reporting probation data in 2008 resulting from changes in scope. The apparent decreases in the probation, community 
supervision, and total correctional populations between 2007 and 2008 were due to these changes in scope and do not reflect actual declines in the populations. See 
Methodology for a discussion of the method used to calculate annual change in the populations. See Methodology in Probation and Parole in the United States, 2010, BJS Web, 
NCJ 236019, for a description of the modified reporting methods for probation and the adjusted annual change in the national probation population after accounting for 
modified reporting methods.
gThe change in the total correctional population was based on the sum of the differences in the probation, parole, jail, and prison custody populations. See Methodology.

Table 2 
Estimated number of persons supervised by adult correctional systems, by 
correctional status and change in the populations, 2010

Population change, 2010

Correctional populations
Population, 
12/31/2010

Percent  
of total Number 

Percent  
of total

Totala 7,076,200 100.0% -91,741 100.0%
Probationb 4,055,514 57.3% -69,519 75.8%
Paroleb 840,676 11.9 2,858 -3.1
Prisonc 1,518,104 21.5 -6,374 6.9
Local jaild 748,728 10.6 -18,706 20.4

offenders with multiple correctional statusese 86,823 : : :
Note: Details may not sum to total due to rounding.
:Not calculated.
a Estimates rounded to the nearest 100.  Total population equals the sum of each correctional population and 
excludes the number of offenders with multiple correctional statuses. Change equals the sum of the changes for 
each correctional population. See Methodology. 
bPopulation as of December 31. Change equals the difference between the January 1 (4,125,033 for probation; 
837,818 for parole) and December 31, 2010 populations. 
cCustody prison population as of December 31. See text box on page 2 for a discussion about the difference 
between the custody and jurisdiction prison populations. Change equals the difference between the December 
31 custody prison populations for 2009 and 2010. 
dPopulation as of June 30. Change equals the difference between the June 30 populations for 2009 and 2010.
eSome probationers and parolees on December 31 were held in a prison or jail but still remained under 
the authority of a probation or parole agency, including 21,256 probationers in jail; 21,485 probationers in 
prison; 21,403 parolees in jail; 14,420 parolees in prison; and 8,259 parolees who were also on probation. See 
Methodology.
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Methodology 

Sources of data

The data were collected through five 
separate Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS) data collections: 

Annual Probation Survey; Annual 
Parole Survey. BJS’s Annual Probation 
Survey and Annual Parole Survey began 
in 1980 and collect data from probation 
and parole agencies in the U.S. that 
supervise adults. In these data, adults 
are persons subject to the jurisdiction 
of an adult court or correctional agency. 
Persons under the age of 18 who were 
prosecuted as adults in a criminal court 
are considered adults, but persons 
under the age of 18 who were under the 
jurisdiction of a juvenile court or agency 
are excluded. The National Criminal 
Justice Information and Statistics 
Service of the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration (LEAA), 
BJS’s predecessor agency, began a 
statistical series on parole in 1976 and 
probation in 1979.

The Annual Probation Survey and the 
Annual Parole Survey collect data on the 
total number of adults supervised in the 
community on January 1 and December 
31 each year, the number of adults who 
enter and exit supervision during the 
reporting year, and characteristics of 
the populations at yearend, and other 
information. Both surveys cover the 
50 states, the District of Columbia, and 
the federal system. BJS relies on the 
voluntary participation of state central 
reporters and separate state, county, 
and court agencies for its annual data 
on probation and parole. For more 
information, go to the Probation and 
Parole Population series page on the BJS 
website at www.bjs.gov.

Annual Survey of Jails. BJS’s Annual 
Survey of Jails (ASJ) began in 1982. 
The ASJ collects data from a nationally 
representative sample of local jails that 
are intended for adults but may hold 
inmates under the age of 18 before or 
after adjudication. The ASJ has been 
conducted annually except for 1983, 
1988, 1993, 1999, and 2005 in which a 
complete census of U.S. local jails was 
conducted. It collects data on the size of 

the jail inmate population at midyear, 
the characteristics of the population, 
information about jail capacity, and in 
recent years data on weekly admissions 
and releases. BJS relies on the voluntary 
participation of local jail administrators 
for the ASJ data. For more information, 
go to the Prison and Jail Inmates at 
Midyear series page on the BJS website 
at www.bjs.gov for the Jail Inmates 
at Midyear statistical products. Prior 
to 2007, the Jail Inmates at Midyear 
statistical products were titled Prison 
and Jail Inmates at Midyear.

Census of Jails. BJS’s Census of Jails 
(CJS) is part of a series of data collection 
efforts aimed at studying the nation’s 
locally administered jails. To reduce 
respondent burden, and improve data 
quality and timeliness, the census 
was split into two data collections in 
2005 and 2006: the 2005 Census of Jail 
Inmates (CJI) and the 2006 Census of 
Jail Facilities (CJF). The census collects 
data on jail jurisdictions’ supervised 
populations and may include inmates 
under the age of 18 who were held 
before or after adjudication, inmate 
counts and movements, and persons 
under jail supervision who were 
supervised outside a jail facility. The 
Census of Jails began in 1970 and was 
conducted in 1972, 1978, 1983, 1988, 
1993, 1999, 2002, 2005, and 2006. For 
more information on the 2005 CJI, 2006 
CJF, and the original Census of Jails, go 
to www.bjs.gov.

National Prisoner Statistics Program. 
Begun in 1926 under a mandate 
from Congress, the National Prisoner 
Statistics (NPS) program collects data 
on the number of state and federal 
prisoners at midyear and yearend. BJS 
relies on the voluntary participation by 
state departments of corrections and the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons for NPS data. 

The NPS distinguishes between 
prisoners in custody and prisoners 
under jurisdiction. To have custody of a 
prisoner, a state or federal correctional 
authority must hold a prisoner in one 
of their own facilities or in a private 
facility under their authority. To have 
jurisdiction over a prisoner, a state or 
federal prison must have legal authority 

over the prisoner, regardless of where 
the prisoner is held. The NPS custody 
counts include all inmates held within a 
respondent’s facilities, including inmates 
housed for other correctional facilities; 
prisoners held in privately operated 
facilities; prisoners under the age of 
18 who were serving time in a state or 
federal correctional facility after being 
sentenced as an adult; and inmates in 
the six states in which prisons and jails 
form one integrated system, including 
inmates under the age of 18 who 
may have been held before or after 
adjudication. The NPS custody counts 
exclude inmates held in local jails and in 
other jurisdictions.

Total correctional population counts 
reflect data reported by probation 
and parole agencies within the 
specific reporting year

Respondents to the Annual Probation 
Survey and Annual Parole Survey are 
asked to report the number of adults 
supervised on probation or parole at the 
beginning and end of each reporting 
year, the number that enter and exit 
supervision during the reporting year, 
and characteristics of the populations 
within the reporting year, and other 
information. Some agencies update their 
probation and parole data for different 
reasons after submitting their data. BJS 
does not obtain updated data for prior 
years. 

Updated data usually include data that 
were not entered into the information 
system before the survey was submitted 
or data that were not fully processed by 
yearend. Probation and parole agencies 
also experience changes in reporting 
methods over time. (See Probation and 
Parole in the United States, 2010, BJS 
Web, NCJ 236019, specifically tables 9 
through 12.) Therefore, probation and 
parole population counts on January 
1 of the current year may differ from 
population counts on December 31 of 
the prior reporting year. 

The number of offenders supervised 
by the adult correctional system in 
each year reflect the population counts 
reported by probation and parole 
agencies within the reporting year. 
For example, the 2009 probation and 
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parole totals are the December 31, 
2009 population counts reported by the 
agencies for the 2009 reporting year. 
This is a different method compared to 
previously published BJS reports, when 
the December 31 probation and parole 
population counts within a reporting 
year were updated with the January 1 
probation and parole population counts 
from the next reporting year; therefore, 
the total correctional population counts 
within a year in previously published 
BJS reports included the January 
1 probation and parole population 
counts from the next reporting year. 
This different method was previously 
used to facilitate the estimation of 
annual change in the total correctional 
population, as well as the probation and 
parole populations, by attempting to 
account for annual reporting changes or 
updated data. However, for this report, 
BJS used a new method to estimate 
annual change in the total correctional 
population, as well as the probation 
and parole populations, as explained in 
Estimating annual change in the total 
correctional population.

Local jail and custody prison 
population counts included in the 
total correctional population 

Respondents to the ASJ are asked 
to report the number of jail inmates 
confined as of June 30 of each year. 
Therefore, the total correctional 
population counts in each year include 
jail population counts as of June 30 for 
all inmates confined in local jails.

Respondents to the NPS are asked to 
report separate population counts of 
the number of prisoners in the custody 
of and under the jurisdiction of state 
or federal correctional facilities on 
December 31 of each year. The total 
correctional population count in 
each year reflects the custody prison 
populations as of December 31, and 
differs from the jurisdiction population 
counts reported in Prisoners in 2010, 
BJS Web, NCJ 236096. 

Estimating annual change in the total 
correctional population

Because probation and parole 
agencies may update their data for 
reasons discussed in the section Total 
correctional population counts reflect 
data reported by probation and parole 
agencies within the specific reporting 
year, or experience changes in reporting 
methods from one year to the next, 
the probation and parole population 
counts on January 1 of the current year 
may differ from population counts on 
December 31 of the prior reporting 
year. For these reasons, annual change 
in the probation and parole populations 
was calculated within the reporting 
year. (See Methodology in Probation 
and Parole in the United States, 2010, 
BJS Web, NCJ 236019 for more 
information.)

The annual change in the jail and 
custody prison populations was based 
on the change from the prior year to the 
current year because respondents are 
only asked to report a population count 
for one reference date. For example, the 
annual change in the jail population 
for 2010 is the difference between 
the June 30, 2009, and June 30, 2010, 
populations. The annual change in the 
custody prison population for 2010 is 
the difference between the December 
31, 2009, and December 31, 2010, 
custody prison populations. 

The annual change in the total 
correctional population for each year 
was not calculated as the difference 
between the yearend populations but 
rather the sum of the annual changes 
for each correctional population. For 
example, the annual change in the 
total correctional population during 
2008 was calculated as the sum of 
four components: the changes in the 
probation (up 36,446) and parole (up 
6,992) populations within 2008, the 
change in the jail population (up 5,359), 
or the difference between the June 30 
population in 2007 and 2008; and the 
change in the custody prison population 
(up 4,967), or the difference between the 
December 31 populations in 2007 and 
2008.  

Total correctional population counts 
adjusted to account for offenders 
with multiple correctional statuses

Offenders under correctional 
supervision may have multiple 
correctional statuses for a number of 
reasons. For example, probation and 
parole agencies may not always be 
notified immediately of new arrests, 
jail admissions, or prison admissions; 
absconders included in a probation 
or parole agency’s population in one 
jurisdiction may actually be incarcerated 
in another jurisdiction; individuals 
may be admitted to jail or prison 
before formal revocation hearings and 
potential discharge by a probation or 
parole agency; and individuals may be 
serving separate probation and parole 
sentences concurrently. 

In 1998, BJS began collecting data on 
the number of offenders with multiple 
correctional statuses and has expanded 
on the information collected since 
then. Below are the adjustments that 
were made to the total correctional 
population to exclude offenders with 
multiple correctional statuses:

 � 1998 excludes 28,805 probationers 
in jail and 20,734 probationers in 
prison

 � 1999 excludes 23,906 probationers 
in jail and 22,758 in prison

 � 2000 excludes 20,400 probationers 
in jail and 22,136 in prison

 � 2001 excludes 23,415 probationers 
in jail and 20,226 in prison

 � 2002 excludes 29,325 probationers 
in jail and 20,939 in prison

 � 2003 excludes 25,497 probationers 
in jail and 21,478 in prison

 � 2004 excludes 34,387 probationers 
in jail and 21,595 in prison

 � 2005 excludes 32,630 probationers 
in jail, 22,073 probationers in 
prison, 18,325 parolees in jail, and 
18,355 parolees in prison
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 � 2006 excludes 33,884 probationers 
in jail, 21,679 probationers in 
prison, 20,722 parolees in jail, and 
15,677 parolees in prison

 � 2007 excludes 19,286 probationers 
in jail, 23,055 probationers in 
prison, 18,827 parolees in jail, 
14,623 parolees in prison, and 3,562 
parolees on probation

 � 2008 excludes 23,799 probationers 
in jail, 32,443 probationers in 
prison, 19,273 parolees in jail, 
15,585 parolees in prison, and 3,905 
parolees on probation

 � 2009 excludes 21,356 probationers 
in jail, 23,130 probationers in 
prison, 19,123 parolees in jail, 
14,339 parolees in prison, and 4,420 
parolees on probation

 � 2010 excludes 21,256 probationers 
in jail, 21,485 probationers in 
prison, 21,403 parolees in jail, 
14,420 parolees in prison, and  
8,259 parolees on probation

All of these estimates are based on 
reported data provided by the probation 
and parole agencies that were capable 
of providing the information within 
the specific reporting year. Because 
some probation and parole agencies 
did not provide these data each year, 
the numbers may underestimate the 
total number of offenders with multiple 
correctional statuses between 1998 and 
2010. Because of these adjustments, the 
sum of the four correctional populations 
in tables 1 and 2 will not yield the total 
correctional population. In addition, 
the sum of the probation and parole 
populations for 2008 through 2010 
will not yield the total community 
supervision population because the total 
was adjusted for parolees who were also 
on probation. 

Probation coverage expanded 
beginning in 1998 through 1999

To address undercoverage, the number 
of probation agencies was expanded 
beginning in 1998 and continued 
through 1999 to include misdemeanor 
probation agencies in a few states that 
fell within the scope of this survey. In 
1998, survey coverage was expanded to 
include 35 additional probation agencies, 
which accounted for 27,644 additional 
probationers. Expansion of probation 
coverage continued through 1999, and 
in that year an additional 178 probation 
agencies were added to the collection, 
which accounted for 259,744 additional 
probationers. Therefore, the 1998 
total correctional population reported 
in figure 1 includes the additional 
27,644 probationers added through 
the expansion of coverage in 1998. The 
1999 correctional population reported 
in figure 1 includes the additional 
259,744 probationers added through the 
expansion of coverage in 1999.

To calculate the annual change in the 
total correctional population between 
1997 and 1998, the 27,644 probationers 
added through the expansion of 
coverage in 1998 were subtracted 
from the 1998 total correctional 
population reported in figure 1. The 
259,744 probationers added through 
the expansion of coverage in 1999 were 
subtracted from the 1999 correctional 
population total in order to calculate the 
annual change between 1998 and 1999. 

Estimating some types of 
correctional data in specific years

Because the ASJ did not begin until 
1982, the 1980 and 1981 adult jail 
populations were estimated based on 
data from the 1978 Census of Jails. 

Virginia was unable to provide parole 
data for January 1, 2008. Virginia’s 
parole population on January 1, 2008, 
was estimated by BJS; this estimate 
was included in the national probation 
population count for January 1, 2008, 
which was used to calculate the national 
change in the population within the 
year. (See Probation and Parole in the 
United States, 2008, BJS Web, NCJ 
228230.) Oklahoma was unable to 
provide community supervision data 
in 2007. Community supervision data 
for Oklahoma were estimated by BJS. 
(See Probation and Parole in the United 
States, 2007 – Statistical Tables, BJS Web, 
NCJ 224707.)

Nevada was unable to provide prison 
data for 2007. Prison data for Nevada 
were estimated by BJS. See Prisoners 
in 2008, BJS Web, NCJ 228417. (The 
Methodology pertaining to Prisoners 
in 2007, BJS Web, NCJ 224280, was 
updated in Prisoners in 2008.)
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appendix Table 1 
Prisoners under state or federal 
jurisdiction at yearend, 2000 and 
2005–2010
Year Number of prisoners
2000 1,391,261
2005 1,527,929
2006 1,569,945
2007 1,598,245
2008 1,609,759
2009 1,614,355
2010 1,605,127
Note: Jurisdiction refers to the legal authority 
of state and federal correctional officials over a 
prisoner, regardless of where the prisoner is held. 
See Methodology and the text box on page 2 for 
a discussion about the difference between the 
jurisdiction and custody prison populations.

appendix Table 2
Inmates held in custody in state or federal prisons or in local jails, December 31, 2000, 
and 2009–2010

Number of inmates Average annual 
change, 2000–2009

Percent change, 
2009–2010Inmates in custody 2000 2009 2010

Total 1,937,482 2,291,912 2,266,832 1.9% -1.1%
Federal prisonersa 140,064 205,087 206,968 4.2% 0.9%

Prisons 133,921 196,318 198,339 4.2 1.0
Federal facilities 124,540 171,000 173,138 3.5 1.3
Privately operated facilities 9,381 25,318 25,201 11.0 -0.5

Community Corrections Centersb 6,143 8,769 8,629 4.0 -1.6
State prisoners 1,176,269 1,319,391 1,311,136 1.3% -0.6%

State facilities 1,104,424 1,224,145 1,216,771 1.1 -0.6
Privately operated facilities 71,845 95,246 94,365 3.1 -0.9

Local jailsc 621,149 767,434 748,728 2.3% -2.4%
Incarceration rated 684 743 731 0.9% -1.7%

Adult incarceration ratee 926 981 962 0.6 -1.9
Note:  Data may not be comparable to previously published BJS reports because of updates and changes in 
reference dates. Total includes all inmates held in state or federal prison facilities or local jails.  It does not include 
inmates held in u.S. territories, military facilities, u.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facilities, jails in 
Indian country, and juvenile facilities. See text box on page 2 for a discussion about the differences between the 
custody and jurisdiction prison populations. See Methodology for sources of incarcerated data. 
aAfter 2001, responsibility for sentenced prisoners from the District of Columbia was transferred to the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons.
bNon-secure, privately operated community corrections centers. 
cCounts for inmates held in local jails are for June 30 of each year. Counts were estimated from the Annual Survey 
of Jails. See Methodology. 
dThe total number in custody as of December 31 per 100,000 u.S. residents. resident population estimates were 
as of January 1 of the following year. rates are different than those reported in appendix table 3 due to different 
reference dates. 
eThe total number in custody as of December 31 per 100,000 u.S. adult residents. Adult resident population 
estimates were as of January 1 of the following year. rates are different than those reported in appendix table 3 
due to different reference dates and these rates are per 100,000 u.S. adult residents.
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appendix Table 3
Estimated number of inmates held in custody in state or federal prisons or in local jails per 100,000 U.S. residents, by sex, race and 
Hispanic/Latino origin, and age, June 30, 2010

Male Female
Year Total Totala Whiteb Blackb Hispanic/Latino Totala Whiteb Blackb Hispanic/Latino

Totalc 732 1,352 678 4,347 1,775 126 91 260 133
18–19 829 1,508 762 4,192 1,580 100 72 144 135
20–24 1,538 2,728 1,269 8,008 3,298 253 199 408 284
25–29 1,696 3,018 1,437 8,932 3,892 293 224 535 317
30–34 1,798 3,215 1,629 9,892 3,896 344 271 647 323
35–39 1,581 2,813 1,509 9,100 3,197 336 272 663 268
40–44 1,355 2,435 1,375 7,689 2,713 279 201 603 240
45–49 1,000 1,848 972 6,048 2,416 173 116 391 165
50–54 642 1,213 637 4,032 1,736 93 66 194 115
55–59 386 750 414 2,486 1,249 44 29 85 87
60–64 212 420 250 1,350 789 21 14 49 30
65 or older 70 155 100 485 306 5 4 8 8
Note: Based on the total incarcerated population on June 30, 2010, and the u.S. resident population estimates for July 1, 2010, by sex, race and hispanic/Latino origin, and 
age. rates may be different than those reported in appendix table 2 due to different reference dates. Detailed categories exclude persons who reported two or more races. 
aIncludes American Indians, Alaska Natives, Asians, Native hawaiians, other Pacific Islanders, and persons identifying two or more races.
bExcludes persons of hispanic or Latino origin.
cIncludes persons under age 18.

appendix Table 4 
Estimated standard errors for local jail inmates, 2000 and 2005-2010
Year Total Standard error Relative standard error (%)*
2000 621,149 2,551 0.41%
2005 747,529 ~ ~
2006 765,819 3,827 0.50
2007 780,174 3,993 0.51
2008 785,533 4,276 0.54
2009 767,434 4,453 0.58
2010 748,728 5,638 0.75
~Not applicable. Total represents a complete enumeration based on the 2005 Census of Jail Inmates.
*Calculated by dividing the standard error by the survey estimate and multiplying by 100.
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